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INTRODUCTION 

Etymology 

E T Y M o 1 o G Y has been briefly defined in this book as 'the origin, formation, 
and development (of a word)'. Some of the words going back to OE. are as 
old as time, and are represented in many of the Indo-European languages; 
acre, for instance, in OE. ;ecer, has cognates in all the Germanic languages, 
and can be recognized in Latin ager, Greek agr6s, and Sanskrit djra.s, which 
go back to an Indo-European original *agros, which is based on a root *ag to 
drive, do, ACT. 

Other words commence their documented life not before the Middle 
English period, such as Lent, in ME. lenten, which is traced to a West Ger
manic form cognate with LONG, whilst many others appear in written works 
much later, or derive from or are compounded with words already long in 
use, such as handicap (xvn, = 'hand in cap'), landslide (xrx: see LAND). 

Acre, Lent, handicap, landslide are native words by descent through a long 
ancestry of Germanic stock. Other words have come into English from a 
foreign language such as Greek or Latin, (Old) French or Low Dutch and, 
later, from many non-Indo-European languages of the East, South, and West. 

The forms from which English words are derived, whether by descent or 
by adoption, are traced to their ultimate source so far as this is known or 
reasonably to be presumed. Words whose cognates are within the Germanic 
group of dialects are traced back to the inferred Germanic originals, with 
mention of any Indo-European collaterals as may be thought expedient. 
It often happens that a Germanic word is represented in West and North 
Germanic, but not in Gothic as, e.g., OAK, OE. iic, OHG. eih, ON. eik:
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *aiks. Here '(exc. Gothic)' means that no Gothic 
cognate appears in the extant Gothic fragments, not that the word in question 
did not exist in Gothic, although that may have been the case, as it seems to be 
with the \Vest and North Germ. STARK, STRONG, where the notion is expressed 
in known Gothic by swinps = laxvp6s, swinpei = KpaTos: similarly, s.v. 
BREAK1 , 'CGerm. (exc. ON.) *brekan'. 

For words derived from French, the ultimate source is given where pos
sible, and the same treatment is given to many Latin originals from which 
the English has directly or mediately been derived. The etymology of Greek 
words is usually given in detail, as, for instance, under Co:\,IET. 

Derivation directly from French or from Latin 

One of the permanent difficulties that beset the etymologist is to determine 
whether a word such as evident, which has its counterpart in (O)F. evident 
as well as in L. e·vident- f. evidens, is to be derived from the French or the 
Latin. Since literate Englishmen have been acquainted with both French and 

[v] 



INTRODUCTION 

Latin throughout the Middle Ages and down to our own times, either 
channel, or both, could be assumed as the means of entry into English, other 
things being equal. 

This is especially true of the flood of new words of French-Latin form that 
came into English during the late xvth and the xvrth centuries in the wake of 
the renaissance. The reader will see that'- (O)F. or L.' has been predicated 
of a very large number of words from this period. In this connexion 'French 
or Latin' is to be understood as 'French and/or Latin', or even 'French and 
Latin', according to circumstances. 

There was a comparable period during the xrvthjxvth centuries when many 
words were adopted from Latin, especially in translations of scientific and 
theological works, among which may be mentioned the writings of Trevisa 
(xrv), Lanfranc (xrv), Arderne (xv), the anonymous translation of Guy de 
Chauliac's Grande Chirurgie (xv), and the writings of Wyclif (xrv). 

For the earlier period, in ME. of the xnth and xmth centuries, the source 
is more likely to be Anglo-Norman or Old French, and this is often revealed 
by the earliest spelling of the English adoptions, which point conclusively to 
their French origin. Liturgical terms and words relating to the Church or to 
monasticism are likely to have come into English from the 'Anglo-Norman 
of the cloisters', yet even there the Clerks were conversant with Latin also. 

These and other factors have to be taken into consideration, and each 
word needs to be judged on its own merits, from its form and context. It is 
hoped that the conclusions arrived at will be as correct as probability and 
human wit can make them. 

Words from Low Dutch 

Many words have been adopted into English from Low Dutch, that is 
from (Middle) Dutch and (Middle) Low German, and that from quite early 
times, from the xmth century at least, since when there has been constant 
traffic between England and the adjacent Continent. Where the Q.E.D. 
tentatively refers to MDu. and MLG. forms as 'probably' being the source of 
the English word, or with 'cf.', these words will in the present work be more 
often found given as the actual source of the English, see e.g., BOWSPRIT 

(xm), DECK1 (xv). 

Development of individual words in English 

The etymologist might be content to give the earliest recorded date of each 
word, with its previous history, whether of English or Germanic descent or 
admitted to citizenship from other languages, thus accounting for their 
'origin and formation'. There remains, however, the 'development' of the 
word, that is, its progressive development in form and sense in English. This 
is every whit as important, and to many whose interests are the history of 
words in English rather than their remoter ancestry, the more useful and 
important function of etymology. 

In the present work the development of spelling, pronunciation, and sense 
has been considered, so far as this does not usurp the functions of lexico-
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INTRODUCTION 

graphy. Thus, under ACRE is explained the source of God's acre, and under 
LENT is the added information 'the eccl. sense of the word is peculiar to 
English', whilst MERRY includes a reference to merry England. 

The account of individual words includes, where useful or necessary, pro
nunciation and spelling. Thus under DIE1 the reader will find 'For the develop
ment of die from ME. de3e, cf. dye, eye, high, nigh, thigh', and under JOIST 'The 
development (of ME. giste) to joist is paralleled by foist, hoist'; s.v. JOLLY, 

'Final f was lost as in hasty, tardy'; s.v. HARBINGER, 'The intrusive n occurs 
xv; cf. celandine; messenger, ostringer, passenger, porringer, scavenger, whar
finger; nightingale; popinjay'; and s.v. ANCIENT1 , 'The addition of homorganic 
t to final n (xv) is paralleled in pageant, pheasant, tyrant'. Under MOB2 we are 
reminded that it is 'one of a group of shortened forms (as cit, rep, pos, incog.) 
in Addison's "Spectator" ',and comments on the pronunciation and spelling 
will be found wherever necessary, as, e.g., under ANTHEM and ANTIPODES. 

Earlier forms are recorded, as under HIPPOPOTAMUS, 'Earlier forms (from 
XIV) were ypotam(e), hippotame, ypotamos, -anus, -OF. ypotame'. Con
temporary, now obsolete, synonyms are given, as under DIGEST: 'In XVI-XVII 

disgest, disgestion were also current'. 
Words common and current in earlier stages of the language are sometimes 

replaced by other words. Thus OE. niman (see NIM), which was in general 
literary use until xv, was replaced by take, which had been in concurrent use 
since late OE. times, into which it had been taken from ON. 'In OE. the 
words for "die" were steorfan, sweltan, or wesan dead.' OE. capelliin, from 
medL. cappelliinus, was superseded in early ME. by capelein, from AN., and 
that by chapelain from Central French (see CHAPLAIN). ACCLIMATIZE (XIX) 

superseded acclimate (xvm) which was a direct adoption from French. 
Then there are words which come into political history, the connexion 

being explained in addition to their more general history. Thus under HOLD1 

reference is made to copy-, free-, lease-, house-, stronghold. Less known words 
such asftoruit are referred to the similar forms habitat, tenet, ttenent. Among 
many items of more general interest are such as the origin of psychological 
moment, lushington, quack, tantivy, etc. 

Order and arrangement of articles 

The word heading each article is printed in bold type, e.g., depose, and 
any related words which may be grouped under this are printed in the same 
type; if any of these end in a suffix which is treated in a separate article, this is 
printed in small capitals, thus depose ••• deposit ••• depositARY • • • 

deposiTION ••• depositoRY1 ••• depot. References to other articles are 
printed in small capitals, e.g. under BUSY, 'cf. BUILD; contrast BURY'. These 
words are arranged in alphabetical order, except when a word is selected to 
head the article because it best or most conveniently illustrates the ety
mology of the other words which are associated with it: thus astrologer, astro
logical are treated under the catchword astrology. The catchword is followed 
by the pronunciation, the key to which is given below. 
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INTRODUCTION 

After this comes a selection of the senses in order to illustrate the general 
trend of the sense-development. The meanings are given in their chrono
logical order, which often involves a re-grouping of the uses of the word as 
given in the Oxford English Dictionary. The century in which any word or 
sense is first recorded is indicated by roman numerals. Thus, under ESTEEM: 

A. tvalue, assess xv (Love); hold in (such-and-such) estimation XVI; B. tjudge 
of xv (Fortescue); account, consider xvr. Similarly under FRANK: tfree XIII; 

bounteous, generous; to£ superior quality (see FRANKINCENSE) xv; ingenuous, 
candid xvr. The semicolon serves to separate a sense, or group of senses, from 
what precedes or follows: thus in the second example the senses 'free' and 'of 
superior quality' are obsolete, the other two are not. 

For dates earlier than those recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary this 
work is indebted especially to the published parts (A-F) of the Middle English 
Dictionary, and for the later period to Craigie and Hulbert's Dictionary of 
American English and M. M. Mathews's Dictionary of Americanisms, and for 
Scottish words to Craigie's Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue. Some 
earlier dates have also been obtained from publications of the Early English 
Text Society and from miscellaneous sources. 

Spelling of Germanic words 

In Germanic words, long vowels are distinguished by the macron (-), 
except in ON., for which the traditional diacritic (') has been retained; thus 
OE., OFris., OS., OHG. hiis, 0~. hzls HOGSE. 

In Germanic inferred forms (g) is employed for the palatal and the voiced 
guttural spirants, as in * geban GIVE, * gooaz GOOD. The unvoiced guttural 
spirant is represented by (x), as in *doxter DAGGHTER, *xorsam, -az HORSE. 

The voiced dental spirant is denoted by the barred d (a), the unvoiced 
by the 'thorn' (p), thus *bruoiz BRIDE, *bropar BROTHER. 

In OE. words the voiceless palatal stop, which in manuscripts is written 
c, is in this work printed c, as in cild CHILD, cycene KITCHEN, bicce BITCH, 

similarly after s as in scield SHIELD, blyscan BLUSH. The palatal spirant (g) 
is distinguished as (g), as in gage! GALEZ, eaf?e EYE, regn RAIN, giefan GIVE; 

after n, and in gemination, as (g), thus swengan SWINGE, cringan CRINGE; 

brycg BRIDGE1 , bycgan BUY (but bygest, bygep, etc.). The letter g without 
diacritic is used for both voiced guttural spirant and voiced stop, as in lagu 
LAW1, fugo[ FOWL; god, GOOD. 

The corresponding spirants in ME. are represented by the 'yogh' (;), 
as in de;en DIE1, la;e (!awe) LAW1 , La;amon (personal name). 

Dating of Latin words 

In Latin words it is important to indicate their age and status, and for this 
purpose L. is used for words recorded as being in use down to c. A.D. zoo, 
late L. covers the period c. A.D.ZOO-C. A.D. 6oo, medL. from then to c. 1500, 

and modL. after rsoo. 
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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION 

Vowels 

The incidence of main stress is shown by a raised point (") after the vowel, and 
a secondary stress by a double point (:) as in chu:rchWA'RDEN, me:dit:;Jrei·
nl:;Jn. 

a chant (tfimt), enhance (enhil'ns), bath (bap) 

a arm (a.:~m), calm (kam), bravado (br<Jva·dou) 

a Marathi (mara-ti), alamode (a!·Himoud), loofah (lu·fli) 
a! man (ma!n), access (a!·kses), detach (dita!·tJ) 

if! accessary (iekse·s<Jri), borax (b5·rieks) 
at bind (baind), rely (rilai·) 

au allow (<llau·), bough (bau) 

e equity (e·kwiti), correct (k<:lre·kt) 

e estate (estei-t), endow (endau·) 
e accent (a!·ksent), Moslem (m<~·zlem) 

E (with glide-vowel) bare (bE;J.l), declare (diklE;J'.l) 

" accept (<Jkse·pt), measure (me·3<J.:1), (as glide-vowel before .:~) desire (dizai;J•.l) 
;:; bird (b:i.:~d), occur (;:>k:i·.:~) 

ei delay ( di!ei · ), rain (rein) 

bid (bid), naked (nei·kid), Monday (nl.A'ndi), acme (a!·kmi), depart (dipa·.:~t}, gatling 
(gre·tliiJ), (with glide-vowel) beer (bi;u), career (bri;J·.l) 

clarity (klre·riti), discrepant (di·skrlp;Jnt), bulletin (bu·Irtin) 
equal (i·kw<Jl}, deviate (di'vieit) 

" moral (m:>·r;Jl), priority (praia·rlti} 
~ oft (Mt}, broth (brop} 
o boreen (bori·n), cocotte (kob·t} 
o bodega (bodi·g;:.), bolero (bolE<J·rou), obedient (6bi·di;mt), diplomatic (diplomre·tik) 
5 awful (5•f<Jl), (with glide-vowel) board (b5;:,.:~d), four (f5<:l.l) 

oi boy (boi), destroy (distroi·) 

ou hero (hi"·rou), zoology (zou:>·l:;Jd3i) 

u look (luk), bulbul (bu·lbul), (with glide-vowel) poor (pu;u), cure (kju;J.:~) 

u opulent (:>·pjul<Jnt), monument (m;:>·nj(Jm;Jnt) 

u moon (mun), boudoir (bu·dwii.l). few (fju), endue (endju·) 

A blood (b!Ad), butter (bt.·t<J.l), frustum (frt.·st<:lm) 

The stressed vowels a, re, e, i, o, u become obscured with loss of stress, and the 
indeterminate sounds thus arising, and approximating to the 'neutral' vowel "• are 
normally printed a, ie, e, i, o, u. Examples: loofah (lu·fli), acclivity (iekli·viti), accent 
(re·ksent), elegy (e-!id3i), brocade (brokei·d), opulent (;,·pjul;mt). 
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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION 

Vowels in French Words 

a Marseillaise (marscj£z) 
e ecarte ( ekarte) 

e gourmet (gurmc) 
ii Gruyere (griij h) 

a fieur-de-lis (flor9alis) 

lingerie (l£3ri) 
o margaux (margo) 

~· o ceillade (o·jad), morbleu (m5.Ib!o·) 
6 hauteur ( ot6r) 

u bouts-rimes (burime) 
u bourg (bur) 

ii cure (kiire) 

Nasal Vowels 
a enjamb(e)ment (ajabma) 

£ lingerie (l£3ri) 
5 feuilleton (fiijt5) 

Consonants and Semi-Consonants 
b, d, f, h, k, I, m, n, p, s, t, v, z have their usual values 

.1 her (hi'u),farther (fa·.IO;u) 

r 
p 
0 

J 

run (rAn), harrow (h::e·rou) 
thin (pin), bath (bap) 
bathe (beiO), father (fa·i'J(J.!) 

shop (Jllp), dish (diJ), vicious (vi·JlJs) 
tJ chop (tfllp), ditch (ditJ), butcher (bu·tJ;u) 
3 incision (insi · 3"n), garage (g::e· rii3) 
d3 judge (d3Ad3), gender (d3e·ndlJ.I), pigeon (pi·d3in) 
j allure (;J!julJ•.!), junker (ju•IJb.I), yes (jes) 

IJ bring (briiJ), hanger (h::e·I);J.!), finger (fi·I)glJ.!) 
M. what (M.<>t), wheat (M.it), whether (.'de·i'J;J.I) 
w wen (wen), away (lJwei·) 
x Sc. loch (!<> x), Sassenach (sre·slJnax) 
lj, nj repr. gl, gn in Italian words: imbroglio (imbrou·ljou), bagnio (bre·njou) 

The reversed r and small 'superior' letters (Vut, frind3, nt>stre·ld3'<~) are used to denote 
elements that may or may not be present in a local or an individual pronunciation. 

Special symbols 
* indicates a hypothetical etymological form 

t =obsolete 
f. = formed on, as L. discipulus, f. discere learn 
- = adoption of, as OE. discipul - L. discipulus 
:- = normal development of, as !VIE. mesel leper - OF. mesel :- L. misellus, f. miser 

wretched 
)( as in concave)(convex, means 'contrary to, the opposite of' 
II = alien, or not naturalized 

The printing of a word in SMALL CAPITALS indicates that further information will be 
found under the word so referred to. 
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a. 
abbrev. 
abl. 
abstr. 
ace. 
ace., accus. 
act. 
add. 
adj. 
adv., advb. 
Aeol. 
Afr. 
agric. 
AL. 
Alb. 
alch. 
alt. 
Amer. 
AN. 
anat. 
AncrR 
Angl. 
Anglo-Ind. 
Anglo-Ir. 
anthrop. 
antiq. 
aor. 
Apocr. 
app. 
Arab. 
Aram. 
arch. 
archaeol. 
archit. 
arith. 
Arm. 
assim. 
assoc. 
astrol. 
astr., astron. 
attrib. 
augm. 
Austral. 
Av. 
A.V. 
biol. 
bot. 
Braz. 
Bulg. 
c. 
Cat. 
Cath. Angl. 
Celt. 
cent. 
CEur. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ante 
abbreviation, -ated 
ablative 
abstract 
according 
accusative 
active 
addition 
adjective 
adverb 
A eo lie 
African 
agriculture 
Anglo-Latin 
Albanian 
alchemy 
altered, -ation 
American 
Anglo-Norman 
anatomy 
'Ancrene Riwle' 
Anglian 
Anglo-Indian 
Anglo-Irish 
anthropology 
antiquities, -quarian 
aorist 
Apocrypha 
apparently 
Arabic 
Aramaic 
archaic 
archaeology 
architecture 
arithmetic 
Armenian 
assimilation, -ated 
association, -iated 
astrology 
astronomy, -ical 
attributive 
augment(ation, -ative 
Australia(n 
Avestan, Avestic 
Authorized Version 
biology 
botany 
Brazilian 
Bulgarian 
circa 
Catalan 
'Catholicon Anglicum' 
Celtic 
century 
Common European 

cf. 
CGerm. 
Ch. 
chem. 
CIE. 
classL. 
cogn. 
coli. 
colloq. 
comb. 
comp. 
com par. 
concr. 
conj. 
conj. 
cons. 
con temp. 
contr. 
Corn. 
corr. 
correl. 
Cot gr. 
CRom. 
cryst. 
CSl. 
Cursor ::M. 
d. 
Da. 
dat. 
dec!. 
dem., 

demonstr. 
deriv. 
dial. 
dim. 
dissim. 
dissyll. 
Du. 
eccl. 
EFris. 
e.g. 
el. 
electr. 
ellipt. 
em ph. 
Eng. 
en tom. 
equiv. 
Ernout & 

Meillet 

erron. 
esp. 
etym., 

etymol. 

[xi] 

confer, 'compare' 
Common Germanic 
Chaucer 
chemistry 
Common Indo-European 
classical Latin 
cognate(s 
collective 
colloquial 
combining 
compound(s 
comparative 
concrete 
conjugation 
conjunction 
consonant 
contemporary 
contraction 
Cornish 
corresponding 
correlative 
Cotgrave 
Common Romanic 
crystallography 
Common Slavonic 
'Cursor Mundi' 
dative 
Danish 
dative 
declension 
demonstrative 

derivative 
dialect(al 
diminutive 
dissimilation 
dissyllable 
Dutch 
ecclesiastical 
East Frisian 
exempli gratia, 'for example' 
element 
electricity 
elliptical(ly 
emphatic 
English 
entomology, -ical 
equivalent 
A. Ernout et A. Meillet, 

Dictionnaire etymologique de 
la langue latine 

erroneous 
especially 
etymology, -ical 



ABBREVIATIONS 

euph., euphemistic( ally J. (Dr. S.) Johnson 
euphem. Jap. Japanese 

Eur. European joe. jocular(ly 
ex., exx. example(s L. Latin 
ex c. except La3. La3amon 
ex clam. exclamation lang. language(s 
expl. explained ]aw-L. law-Latin 
ext. extended LDu. Low Dutch 
F. French leg. legal 
f. formed on Lett. Lettie, -ish 
fern. feminine LG. Low German 
fig. figurative(ly lit. literal(ly, literary 
Finn. Finnic, Finnish Lith. Lithuanian 
Flem. Flemish liturg. liturgy, -ical 
fortif. fortification Lydg. Lydgate 
freq. frequent(ly LXX Septuagint 
Fris. Frisian m. masculine 
fut. future math. mathematics 
G. German Maund. Maundeville 
g. genitive MDu. Middle Dutch 
Gael. Gaelic ME. Middle English 
Gallo-Rom. Gallo-Roman me d. medicine, -ical 
Gamillscheg E. Gamillscheg, Etymologisches med. mediaeval 

Worterbuch der frat~zosischen metaph. metaphysics 
Sprache metath. metathetic 

Gaul. Gaulish meteor. meteorology 
gen. general(ly Mex. Mexican 
gen. genitive Meyer-Liibke W. Meyer-Liibke, Romanisches 
geol. geology etymologisches TV 6rterbuch 
geom. geometry MHG. Middle High German 
Germ. Germanic midi. midland 
Goth. Gothic mil. military 
Gr. Greek mm. mineralogy 
gram. grammar :\Hr. Middle Irish 
He b. Hebrew ::V1LG. Middle Low German 
her. heraldry mod. modern 
HG. High German modL. modern Latin 
Hind. Hindustani monosyll. monosyllable 
hist. history, -ical MSc. Middle Scottish 
ib., ibid. ibidem, 'in the same book or mus. mUSIC 

passage' myth. mythology 
Ice!. Icelandic :K. North 
id. idem, 'the same' n. neuter 
i.e. id est, 'that is' nat. hist. natural history 
IE. Indo-European N. &f Q. Notes and Queries 
imit. imitative naut. nautical 
immed. immediate(ly NEF. north-eastern French 
imper. imperative neg. negative 
imperf. imperfect Nhb. N orthumbria(n 
impers. impersonal nom. nominative 
in d. indicative north. northern 
indef. art. indefinite article Nonv. Nonvegian 
Indo-Iran. Indo-Iranian n. pl. nominatiYe plural 
inf., infin. infinitive N.T. New Testament 
infi. influence( d N.Z. New Zealand 
instr. instrumental obj. object 
int. interjection obi. oblique 
intr. intransitive OBret. Old Breton 
Ir. Irish obs. obsolete 
irreg. irregular(! y occas. occasional(ly 
It. Italian ODa. Old Danish 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

OE. Old English pronunc. pronunciation 
OF. Old French prop. proper(ly 
(O)F. Old and modern French pros. prosody 
OFris. Old Frisian prp. present participle 
OHG. Old High German Prud. Prudentius 
Oir. Old Irish Ps. Psalm 
OL. Old Latin psych., psychology 
OLG. Old Low German psycho!. 
OLith. Old Lithuanian pt. past (tense) 
ON. Old Norse q.v. quod vide, 'which see' 
ONF. Old Northern French R.C.Ch. Roman Catholic Church. 
ONhb. Old Northumbrian red up!. reduplicating 
OPers. Old Persian ref. reference 
opp. opposed to ref ash. refashioned, -ing 
orig. origin(al refl. reflexive 
OS. Old Saxon rei. related (to) 
OScand. Old Scandinavian rel. relative 
OS!. Old Slavonic rep!. replacing, -ed 
OSp. Old Spanish repr. representing, -ed, -ation 
OSw. Old Swedish RGlouc. Robert of Gloucester 
O.T. Old Testament rhet. rhetoric( al 
OW. Old Welsh Rom. Roman, -ic, -ance 
palaeogr. palaeography Rum. Rumanian 
Palsgr. Palsgrave Russ. Russian 
pass. passive s. South 
path. pathology SAfr. South African 
perf. perfect Sandahl B. Sandahl, Middle English Sea 
per h. perhaps Terms, I (1951), II (1958) 
pers. person sb. substantive 
Pers. Persian sc. scilicet, 'understand' or'supply' 
pert. pertaining Sc. Scottish 
Peruv. Peruvian Scan d. Scandinavian 
Peter b. 'Peterborough Chronicle' scholL. scholastic Latin 

Chron. Sem. Semitic 
Pg. Portuguese S.Eng.Leg. 'South English Legendary' 
pharm. pharmacy Serb. Serbian 
philo!. philology sg. singular 
philos. philosophy, -ical Sh. Shakespeare 
phon. phonetics sing. singular 
photogr. photography Sinh. Sinhalese 
phr. phrase Skr. Sanskrit 
phys. physics Sl., Slav. Slavic, Slavonic 
physiol. physiology sl. slang 
pl. plural south. southern 
P.L. 'Paradise Lost' Sp. Spanish 
poet. poetic(al sp. spelling, spelt 
pop. popular spec. specific( ally 
popL. popular Latin str. stress, -ed 
poss. possessive str. strong 
poss. possible, -ly subj. subject 
pp. past participle, -ial subseq. su bsequen t(ly 
ppl. participial super!. superlative 
PPl. 'Piers Plowman' surg. surgery 
Pr. Provenr;al s.v. sub voce, 'under the word' 
prec. preceding Sw. Swedish 
pre£. prefix s.w. south-western 
prep. preposition syll. syllable 
pres. present syn., synon. synonym, -ous 
pro b. probably Syr. Syrian 
Promp. Parv. 'Promptorium Parvulorum' techn. technical 
pron. pronoun theol. theology, -ical 

[xiii] 



ABBREVIATIONS 

Tokh. Tokharian vb. verb 
tr. translating, -ion vbl. verbal 
tr., trans. transitive VIZ. videlicet, 'namely' 
trans f. transferred Vulg. Vulgate 
trissyll. trissyllable w. Welsh 
Turk. Turkish w. West 
typogr. typography w. with 
ult. ultimate(ly WF. western French 
unexpl. unexplained WGerm. West Germanic 
unkn. unknown WIE western Indo-European 
unstr. unstressed wk. weak 
u.s. United States wk. vb. weak verb 
usu. usual(ly ws. \Vest Saxon 
var., varr., variant(s Wvcl. Wyclif 

vars. zo~l. zoology 

PUBLISHERS' NOTE 

DR. C. T. ONIONS, whose lifetime of learning this dictionary harvests, died 
while it was still going through the press. He was the last of the editors of 
the original Oxford English Dictionary and for many years the doyen un
questioned of English lexicography. The publishers would like to take this 
last opportunity of saluting the man to whom this etymological dictionary 
will be an enduring monument. 

They also wish to acknowledge the part played in the enterprise by Dr. 
G. W. S. Friedrichsen, once his collaborator on the Oxford English Dictionary 
and Mr. R. W. Burchfield who is now editing that dictionary's new Supple
ment. In 1962 they undertook the task of helping him to see the book through 
the press. The text was already in galley and some of the earlier sheets were in 
revise. Although Dr. Onions had decided the main points of policy and drafted 
nearly all the entries, Dr. Friedrichsen and Mr. Burchfield still had much 
exacting work to do in the way of reading proof and settling knotty points. 
The publishers would like to thank both of them for their scrupulous 
diligence and to thank Dr. Friedrichsen not only for his labours in dealing 
with the revises but for contributing the Introduction. 

The publishers are also indebted to the late Professor D.P. Costello and to 
Mr. I. P. Foote for verifying the Slavonic forms and Professor Norman 
Davis for checking the spellings of the Lithuanian words. 



A 
A, first letter of the alphabet, used in the 

symbol AI, applied in Lloyd's Register to 
ships in first-class condition in respect of 
hull and stores, A denoting ships new or 
renewed, I and 2 the state of the stores. 
Hence AI adj. first-class; in U.S. A No. I. 

a1 ;), (emph.) ei reduced form of AN1 used 
since xu immed. before a word beginning 
with a cons. For the loss of n cf. MY, THY, 
NO\ and i', o' for IN, ON. 

a 2 ;) ME. o, a (xn), in a distributive sense, 
e.g. twice a day, reduced form of ON, as in 
OE. on dmge; cf. Ice!. d dag. Formerly used 
widely in other idiomatic phrases and sur
viving in comps. of A-\ and NOWADAYS; 
linked with a gerund, as go a-begging XIV. 

a• a, ;) prefixed to proper names in war-cries 
rallying men to a leader, e.g. a Warwick. XIV. 
- (O)F. a to :-L. ad (see AT). 

a 4 ;) appended to lines 'in burlesque poetry, 
to lengthen out a syllable, without adding 
to the sense' (J.), as in And merrily hent the 
Stile-a .. Your sad tyres in a Mile-a (Sh. 
'Winter's Tale' IV iii 133, 135); prob. 
originating in ME. inflexional -e; e.g. sonnef 
yronne would be treated as sun-a/run-a. XVI. 

a-1 ;) reduced form of ON prep., occurring in 
late OE., but not general before xu, and 
varying in ME. with o ; the first el. of many 
predicative adjs. and advs. arising from 
phrases consisting of the prep. and a sb., 
e.g. aback, abed, taknee, alive, aright, asleep, 
asunder, away, all of which have OE. ante
cedents. Early ME. formations directly 
modelled on these are afire, afoot, aland (in 
imitation of which were formed later aflame, 
a-horseback, ashore); some were modelled 
on or influenced by Scand. expressions, as 
afloat, alee, aloft, amiss ; some depend upon 
French, as aboard, abroach, across, agog, 
around, in which the preps. a, en have been 
assim. to or replaced by the Eng. prefix. In 
xm appear formations on adjs. used ellipt. 
or as sbs., as abroad, ahigh, alow; later are 
adry, aloud, awry. Partly as a result of ana
logous formations (e.g. adrift after afloat), 
partly in consequence of the identity of 
many vbs. and their allied sbs. (e.g. brood, 
whence abroad sitting on eggs xrrr-xvrr), the 
prefix came to be combined in XVI with a 
vb.-stem to express the meaning of its 
present participle, as talack lacking, agape 
gaping, asoak, astride; such formations in
creased in the foiL centuries, esp. in xrx, 
when many occasional comps. appear, such 
as a-chatter, adrip, adroop, agasp, agush, 
a-riot, asmoke, asprazul, azuaste. 

Some adjs. of a pro b. different origin came 
to be apprehended as comps, of this prefix, 

e.g. acold (xiv), from OE. ticolod, pp. of 
aeolian become COOL. 
The analysis of some naut. terms that 

appear to have this prefix is obscure, e.g. 
tabackstays, a-burton, a-lzull, talujj (see 
ALOOF, LUFF), a-trip, a-try; in some of 
them a- may repr. at, while others may be 
modelled on abaft, athzvart. 
In some instances the orig. form with on 

persisted after the comp. had been estab
lished, e.g. on side (XIV-XVI) beside ASIDE. 

a- 2 ;) reduced form of OF prep., as in adown, 
afresh, akin, talate (XIV), anew; blended 
with A-1 in AFAR. Cf. ta clock (xv-xvm), 
now o'cLOCK. Not in living use since the 
ME. period. (In comps. with verbs the pre
fix of- is repr. in ahungered, athirst.) 

a-• ;) prefix of verbs, OE. ti-, orig. ar-, or- = 
OS. ur-, ar-, OHG. ar-, ir-, ur- (G. er-), 
Goth. us-, ur-, meaning 'away, out', and 
hence used as an intensive, as in OE. tibidan 
ABIDE, tilihtan ALIGHT1, tirisan ARISE, timasod 
AMAZED, iiscamod ASHA:v!ED; tigtin AGO. New 
formations are ACCURSE, AGHAST. 

a-4 ;), ei, (stressed) re prefix of negation and 
privation, repr. Gr. a- (before a vowel AN-2) 

= UN-1 • Occurs in (i) words repr. Gr. 
comps., mostly adopted through French or 
Latin, and in which the significance of the 
prefix is wholly or partially obscured, as 
abyss, adamant, amethyst, amorphous, atom, 
atrophy, azote; (ii) terms of the arts and 
sciences, having Gr. bases, but coming 
mainly through late L., medL., or modL., 
as abranchiate, aboulia, acatalectic, acepha
lous, agamic, alogical, apetalous, aphasia, 
aseptic, asymmetry, athematic, atonal; (iii) 
such terms derived from other bases, as 
acaulous, asexual; (iv) gen. terms modelled 
on these, as amoral, asocial. 

-a1 ;) repr. Gr. and L. -a of fern. sgs.; cf. -IA1 • 

-a2 a repr. Gr. and L. -a of n. pis.; cf. -IA2 • 

aardvark ii·.rdvii.rk S. African insectivorous 
quadruped. XIX. Afrikaans (now erdvark), f. 
aarde EARTH+varken pig (see FARROW'). 

aasvogel ii·svoug;)l S. African vulture. XIX. 

[1] 

Afrikaans (now aasvoel), f. aas carrion (rei. 
to EAT)+vogel bird, FOWL. 

ab- reb, ab L. prefix, being the adv.-prep. 
ab (a) away, off ( = Skr. apa, Gr. apo, etc., 
OF), used in composition with vb.-stems, as 
in abdictire, abicere, abrtidere, abrumpere, 
absorbere, abiiti (see ABDICATE, ABJECT, AB
RADE, ABRUPT, ABSORB, ABUSE). Some scienti
fic formations, as abactinal, aboral (xix) 
away from the actinal/oral area, have been 
partly suggested by ABNORMAL. The var. abs
appears in ABSCESS, ABSCOND, ABSTAIN, etc. 

ab(b)a re·b;) Arabian sleeveless outer gar
ment. xix.-Arab. 'abti. Also abaya abii·ja. 



ABACK 

aback ::.bre·k at or to the back. ME. abec, 
abak, o bak, late OE. on brec, i.e. ON prep., 
A- 1 and BACK1 ; reinforced in ME. by ON. 
d bak. From XVII esp. in naut. lang. of the 
sails of a ship being laid back against the 
mast by a headwind; hence the phr. (of the 
ship) be taken aback XVIII, fig. (of persons) 
be discomfited xrx. Aphetic BACK2• 

abacus re·b::.k::.s calculating frame; (archit.) 
upper member of the capital of a column. 
xvr. - L. abacus, f. Gr. abak-, dbax table 
(of various kinds)- Heb. 'iibtiq dust; the 
orig. sense of the Gr. word was 'drawing
board covered with dust' (for the use of 
mathematicians). 

Abaddon ::.bre·d::.n Apollyon, 'the angel of 
the bottomless pit' (Rev. ix II) XVI; hell 
XVII (Milton). - Heb. iibaddon destruction, 
f. iibad perish. 

abaft ::.ba·ft (esp. naut.) in or to the rear 
(of). XIII (Cursor M.). ME. o(n) baft, i.e. 
ON prep., a-1 and bajt, OE. bereftan, f. be 
BY+reftan behind (see AFTER). 

abalone reb::.lou·ni (U.S.) mollusc of the 
genus Haliotis. XIX. - Sp., of unkn. origin. 

abandon1 ::.bre·nd::.n tsubjugate; give up, 
orig .. to the control of another XIV; tbanish 
XVI. -OF. abandoner (mod. abandonner), f. 
phr. a bandon (whence ME. adv. abandon 
under control, at one's will, entirely), i.e. 
a to (AD-), bandon jurisdiction, control :
Rom. "'bandonem (cf. Pr. band6 permission, 
freedom), f. "bandum, var. of medL. bannum 
BAN1• In pa. ppl. adj. aba·ndonED1 given 
over to evil XVII. Hence, or - (O)F. aban
donnement, aba·ndonMENT. XVII. 

abandon• ::.bre·nd::.n, [[aba·d5 freedom from 
restraint. XIX. F., f. abandonner (see prec.). 

abase ::.bei·s lower, depress, humiliate. XIV 
(Gower). Late ME. abesse, abasse- OF. 
abaissier (mod. abaisser), f. a to, AD-+baissier 
lower:- Rom. "'bassiiire, f. late L. bassus 
BASE2, by direct assoc. with which the present 
form abase (xvi) has arisen. Hence, or- F. 
abaissement, aba·seMENT· xv. 

abash ::.bre·J confound, discomfit. XIV. ME. 
abaiss(e)- AN. abaiss-, for OF. e(s)bazss-, 
lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) of e(s)bazr (mod. 
ebahir) astound, dumbfound = Pr. esbahir, 
f. es- EX-+ (ace. to some) ba, int. of astonish
ment, (ace. to others) OF. baer (mod. bayer) 
yawn, with alteration of conjugation after 
OF. baif astounded. 

abate ::.bei·t beat down, put or bring down 
(in various applications) XIII; deduct XIV. 
-OF. abatre (mod. abattre) = Pr. abatre, 
It. abbattere, etc. :- Rom. •abbatt(u)ere, f. 
ad AD-+L. batt(u)ere beat. Cf. BATE 2• So 
aba·teMENT. xv. - OF. 

abatis, abbatis ::.bre·ti(s) (forti£.) defence of 
felled trees. XVIII. - F. abatis, OF. abate!s, 
f. abatre fell (see prec.)+-ezs :-Rom. 
•-aticium, f. L. -iitus -ATE 2+-icius (cf. 
GLACIS). 
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A BEAR 

abattoir ::.bre·twa~ public slaughterhouse. 
XIX. F. (I8o6), f. abattre fell (see ABATE)+ 
-oir :- L. -orium -ORY1

• 

abba re· b;J father (Mark xiv 36, Rom. viii I 5, 
Gal. iv 6). XIV. ecclL. abba, NT.Gr. abba 
-Aramaic (Syriac) abbii. 

abbacy re·bJsi position of abbot or abbess. 
xv (Wyntoun). - ecc!L. abbiicia, var. of 
abbiitia, f. abbiit- ABBOT; see -ACY. abbatial 
::.bei·f;Jl pertaining to an abbot, abbess, 
abbey. xv.- F. abbe re·bei gen. title for 
men wearing clerical dress. XVIII. -F. (OF. 
abe, abet) :- L. abbiitem. abbess re·bis 
female superior carr. to abbot. XIII 
(RGlouc.). -OF. ab(b)esse ( = Pr. abadesa) 
:- ecclL. abbadissa, -tissa (whence OE. 
abbodisse, -esse), f. abbiit-; see -ESS1• abbey 
re·bi monastery presided over by an abbot. 
XIII (La3.). -OF. ab(b)eie (mod. abbaye) = 
Pr. abadia :- ecclL. abbiidia, -tia abbacy; 
see -Y 3• abbot re·b::.t superior of an abbey. 
OE. abbud, -od, -ad, -ot, carr. to MDu. 
abbet, OHG. abblit (Du., G. abt) - ecclL. 
a·bbatem, for abbii·tem (whence Pr. abat, 
F. abbe, It. abate), nom. abbas -Gr. abbas 
- Syriac abba ABBA ; the word was formerly 
applied in the East gen. to monks. The var. 
sp. abbat (xii) was especially freq. XV-XVII. 

abbreviate ;Jbri·vieit cut short, abridge. 
xv. f. pp. stem of late L. (Vulg.) abbreviiire, 
f. L. ab or ad (see AB-, AD-)+breviiire, f. 
brevis BRIEF; see ATE 3 and cf. ABRIDGE. So 
abbreviA·TION. xv. -F. or late L. (Vulg.). 

abc eibisi· alphabet. XIII. ME. abece (as in 
OF.), with vars. apece, apsie, early mod. 
abce, abcie (cf. absey booke in Sh. rst Folio); 
f. first three letters of the (Roman) alphabet. 
Cf. OE. iibecede alphabet, and ABECEDARIAN. 

abdicate re·bdikeit disown, renounce. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. abdiciire lit. 'announce 
away' (i.e. as not belonging to one), f. ab 
AB-+diciire proclaim (as in INDICATE). So 
abdicA·TION. XVI. - L. 

abdomen re·bd;Jmen, rebdou·men belly. XVI. 
- L. abdomen. The variation in pronunc. 
has obtained since xvm. So abdominAL1 

::kbdo·min::.l XVIII. - modL. abdominiilis, f. 
L. stem abdomin-; abdo·minous big-bellied. 
XVII. 

abduct rebdA·kt carry off feloniously. XIX. 
f. abduct-, pp. stem of L. abdiicere (whence 
rare abdu·ce XVI), f. ab AB-+diicere lead, 
carry (cf. DUKE). So abdu·CTION. XVII. 
-late L. abdu·ctoR (anat.). XVII. modL. 
(sc. musculus muscle); see -OR2• 

abeam ;Jbi·m (naut.) at right angles to a 
ship's length (the beams of a ship being at 
right angles to the keel). XIX. f. A-1 +BEAM, 
after ATHWART. 

abear ::.bE;J'~ endure, tolerate. OE. iiberan, 
ME. abere, f. ii- A-'+beran BEAR2 • The 
mod. dial. and vulgar use is a new formation 
(perhaps XIX in Cockney dial.) after abide 
('can't abide' having suggested 'can't a bear'), 



ABECEDARIAN 

abecedarian ei :biside;)•ri;)n alphabetical; 
(one) occupied in learning the alphabet. 
XVII. f. late L. abecediirius, f. first four 
letters of the alphabet, abed; see -ARIAN. 
So abece·dARY XVI; also (xv) spelling
book, primer (medL. abecedarium, sb. use 
of n.adj. sc. manuiile manual). Cf. ABC. 

abed ;)be·d in bed. ME. abedde (xnr), OE. 
on bedde; see A-1, BED. 

abele ;)bi-1, ei·b;)l white poplar. XVI (abeel, 
Gerarde). - Du. abeel- OF. abel, aubel :
medL. albellu-s, dim. of albus white (cf. 
ALBUM). 

aberdevine re·b::ud!vain siskin. XVII. Of 
unkn. origin. 

aberglaube ii·b;)rglaub;) superstitiOn. XIX 
(M. Arnold). G., f. pejorative or negative 
prefix aber-+glaube BELIEF. 

Abernethy reb;).mi·pi kind of hard biscuit. 
XIX. f. name of John Abernethy, surgeon 
(r76f-I8JI). 

aberration reb;)rei•J;)n straying, deviation. 
XVI. - L. aberriitio(n-) (in classL. only in 
Cicero, relief, diversion), f. aberriire, f. ab 
AB-+erriire ERR. So aberrANT rebe·r;)nt 
going astray XVI (Sc.; rare before xrx) ; 
deviating from the normal xrx. 

aberuncator see AVERRUNCATOR. 

abet ;lbe·t incite (now, to wrongdoing). 
XIV. -OF. abeter, f. a to, AD-+beter BAIT. 
So abe·tMENT. XIV. -AN. abetement. 
abe·ttor. XVI. -AN.abettour(OF.abetere); 
see -oR1• 

abeyance ;lbei·;lns (leg.) state of expectancy 
XVI; suspension XVII. -AN. abeiance, OF. 
abeance, f. abeer aspire after, f. a- AD-+beer, 
baer gape (mod. bayer, beer) = Pr., Sp. 
hadar, It. badare :- medL. batiire gape (cf. 
BAY3), perh. of imit. origin; see -ANCE. q In 
OF. abeance was applied to the condition of 
the aspirant in whose appetence a property 
stands ; in Eng. law the term was transferred 
to the condition of the property. 

abhor ;lbh5•.J regard with horror or loathing. 
xv. - L. abhorrere shrink in dread, be far 
from or inconsistent with, f. ab AB-+horrere 
stand with hair on end, stand aghast, shudder 
(cf. HORRID); F. abhorrer (xvr) pro b. influ
enced the Eng. word. So abhorrENCE 
;lbho·r;)ns XVII, superseding earlier ab
ho·rrENCY (Bacon), which succeeded to 
tabhorment (XVI). abho·rrENT. XVII. 

abide ;lbai·d wait, stay; wait for OE.; 
endure, bear XVI. OE. iibidan = Goth. 
usbeidan; see A- 3

, BIDE. 

abiet- re·bi::~t comb. form of L. abiet-, abies 
fir, in chem. terms. 

abigail re·bigeil wa1tmg-woman, female 
domestic servant. XVII ('a cousin Abigail 
to wait upon his lady', Eachard, 167 I ; 
'tawdry Abigails', Oldham, 1678; earlier 
as vb. 'they did Abigail it each to others', 
Gayton, I654). Appellative use of the name 
of the waiting gentlewoman in Beaumont 
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-ABLE 

and Fletcher's play 'The Scornful Lady' 
(I6IO), prob. so named in allusion to the 
expression 'thine handmaid' freq. applied 
to herself by Abigail the Carmelitess in 
I Sam. xxv 24-31. 

ability ;)bi·l!ti tfitness; sufficient power XIV; 
faculty of mind XVI. ME. ablete, abilite 
-OF. ablete, (h)abilite, the first form being 
:- L. habilitiitem, -tiis (f. habilis ABLE), the 
second a later latinization of it (in modF. 
habilete). Forms with hab- were common 
XV-XVII, but the conflict between hab- and 
ab- was over before 1700. 

abiogenesis iebaiod3e·nisis origination of 
living organisms from lifeless matter. XIX. 
modL., f. Gr. dbios lifeless (f. a- A-'+blos 
life, BJO-)+genesis birth, GENESIS. 

abject re·bd3ekt tPP· rejected xv; adj. 
degraded, despicable, downcast XVI; sb. 
outcast, castaway XVI (More). - L. ab
jectus, pp. of abicere (corr. to Gr. agnlvat) 
cast away, reject, f. ab AB-+jacere cast, 
throw, f. base repr. also by Gr. hlemi I send, 
cast (cf. the relation of L. facere make, and 
Gr. tithiJmi I put, place). 

abjure ;lbd3U;)'.I tcause to forswear xv 
(Caxton); renounce on oath XV. - (O)F. 
abjurer or L. abjfirtire deny on oath, f. ab 
AB-+jiiriire swear (see JUROR). 

ablactation rebhektei·J::~n weaning XV; graft
ing XVII. -late L. ablactiitio(n-), f. ablactiire 
wean, f. ab AB- + lactiire suckle; see LACTA
TION. 

ablation reblei·J:m removal. xv. - F. abla
tion or late L. abliitio(n-), f. abliit-, used as 
pp. stem of auferre take away, remove, f. ab 
AB-+ferre BEAR2 j see -ATION. 

ablative re·bl::~tiv (gram.) of a case express
ing removal, distance, source, cause, agent, 
etc. xv. - (O)F. ablatij, -ive or L. ablativus 
(in casus a., so called from its prominent 
function of expressing direction away from a 
place), f. abltit-; see prec. and -IV£. 

ablaut re·blaut (philo!.) vowel-gradation, as 
in sing, sang, sung. XIX. G. (Jacob Grimm, 
I8I9), f. ab OFF+laut sound (see LOUD). 

ablaze ablei·z in a flame. XIX. f. A-1 +BLAZE, 
after afire, aflame. (Gower had on blase.) 

able ei·bl having sufficient power; tapt, fit. 
XIV. -OF. able:- L. habili-s, f. habere have, 
hold (see -ILE), lit. 'easy to hold, handy'; 
the later F. sp. hable (mod. habile clever) 
was reflected in Eng., and similar conditions 
prevailed to those in ABILITY. Able-bodied 
(xvn), f. able body (cf. Sh. 'All's Well' 
IV v 86), perpetuates the gen. obs. sense 
'physically strong' (XIV). Hencea·bly XIV; 
see -LY2• 

-able abl - (O)F. -able- L. -iibilis, pro
duced orig. by the addition of -bilis -BLE to 
vbs. with a-stem, as amiire, amabilis, but 
extended to vbs. with other stems, e.g. 
capere, capabilis CAPABLE, and to sbs., as 
amictibilis AMICABLE,javortibilis FAVOURABLE, 
voluptiibilis pleasurable. In Rom. this 



ABLUTION 

extension went further; so F. concevable 
CONCEIVABLE, perissable PERISHABLE. Eng. 
formations on sbs. are actionable (xvi), 
clubbable (Johnson), pleasurable (xvi), sale
able (xvi). The meaning in new formations 
is now always passive, but the active mean
ing, always formerly possible, is seen in 
agreeable, answerable, capable, comfortable, 
companionable, durable, equable, favourable, 
serviceable, suitable; in some, e.g. fashion
able, both uses were current from the outset, 
but only the active survives. The wide 
application of the suffix in Eng. is largely 
due to assoc. with ABLE, eatable (e.g.) being 
analysed as eat+able 'able to be eaten'; 
hence its use in come-at-able (XVII), get-at
able (xviii). Alternation between -able and 
-ible occurs; e.g. tfeasable and feasible, 
negligeable and negligible. For phonetic 
reasons and for ease of recognition the re
tention of e before -able is necessary in 
(e.g.) changeable, peaceable, and nameable, 
saleable ; but variation occurs in such words 
as mov(e)able, siz(e)able. Kotable forma
tions are knowledgeable and RELIABLE. The 
corr. advs. end in -ably ;}bli. 

ablution ;}blu·J;}n washing. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. ablution or eccl. L. ablutio(n)-, f. L. 
abluere wash off, f. ab AB-+luere wash, 
LAVE; see -TION. 

abnegate re·bnigeit renounce. xvn. f. pp. 
stem of L. abnegtire, f. ab- AB- +neg tire; see 
-ATE3 • So abNEGA·TION. XIV. -F. or late L. 

abnormal rebn5·~m;}l deviating from the 
ordinary. XIX. refash., after tabnormous 
(XVIII-XIX) or its source L. abnormis, of 
earlier tanormal - (O)F. anormal - medL. 
anormiilis, anormalus, resulting from blend
ing of late L. anomalus ANOMALOUS and 
abnormis; see AB-, NORM, -AL1. 

aboard :~bo:~·~d adv. and prep. on or on to 
a ship. XIV (Gower). var. of on board, partly 
after (O)F. a bord; see A-1, BOARD. 

abode ;}bou·d tdelay, stay; dwelling-place. 
XIII. ME. abtid, abOd, f. abiden ABIDE, after 
OE. btid waiting, expectation, f. bidan BIDE. 

abolish obo·lif do away with. xv. - (O)F. 
aboliss-, lengthened stem of abolir - L. 
abolere destroy, f. ab AB- + "'ol-, perh. rei. to 
Gr. olltinai destroy, 6lethros destruction; 
see -IsH•. So aboliTION reb;}li·fon. XVI. 
-F. or L. Hence aboli·tiomsM, -IST (early 
XIX), with ref. to the abolition of slavery. 

abominable abo·minabl offensive, loath
some. XIV. - (O)F. abominable- L. abomi
ntibilis deserving imprecation or abhorrence, 
f. abOmintiri deprecate as an ill omen, f. ab 
AB-+omin-, OMEN; see -ABLE. In medL., 
OF., and Eng. (XIV-XVII) commonly spelt 
abhom-, being regarded as f. ab and homin-, 
homo man, quasi 'away from man, inhuman'; 
no other sp. occurs in Sh. rst Folio (cf. 
'Love's Labour's Lost' vi 27). So abo·mi
nate. XVII. f. pp. stem of abominiiri; see 
-ATE3• abominA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 

aborigines rebori ·d3iniz original inhabitants. 

ABREAST 

XVI. - L. aborigines pl. the first inhabitants 
of Latium and Italy; usu. explained as f. 
ab origine from the beginning (see OF, 
ORIGIN)+pl. suffix -es; but perh. a proper 
name altered by pop. etym. Naturalized in 
It. aborigrni, Sp., Pg. aborigenes. Singular
ized forms aborigin(e), aborigen have been 
used in Eng.; cf. F. aboriglme sb. and adj., 
Sp. aborigen adj. Hence abori·ginAL1• XVII. 

abortion ab5·~Jan untimely birth (spec. 
artificially produced) XVI; fig. XVII. - L. 
abortio(n-), f. abort-, pp. stem of aboriri 
miscarry, f. ab AB-+oriri arise, appear; see 
ORIENT, -TIOK. So abo·rtiVE (first as sb.). 
XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. - L. 

abound ;}bau·nd overflow, be plentiful. 
XIV (Ch., Wyclif). -OF. abunder, (also 
mod.) abonder- L. abundtire (whence also 
It. abbondare, Sp. abundar, and in pop. 
form Pr. aondar), f. ab AB-+undtire flow, f. 
unda wave (see WATER); by assoc. with 
L. habere possess, spelt with hab- in late 
OF. and in Eng. (xrv-xvi). Cf. ABUNDANCE. 

about obau·t adv. round, round the outside 
OE.; afoot, astir; t(with inf.) busy or en
gaged in xm; going to XVI; prep. in corr. 
senses; (also) near, approximating to XII; 
concerning xm. OE. onbiitan, abiitan (cf. 
OFris. abiita), ME. abuten (xn-xm), aboute; 
f. on in, ON+ biitan outside (of) ; see BUT. 

above ;}bA·v overhead; higher up. ME. 
abufan XII, abuve-n XIII, aboven XIII-XV 
(surviving as aboon, abune in Sc. and north. 
dial.), f. a- (repr. OE. on, as in ABOUT)+ 
OE. bufan, ME. buven = OS. biooan (Du. 
boven), f. be BY + ufan = OS. ooan, OHG. 
oban, obana (G. oben) from above, above:
WGerm. "'ufana, "'uoana, f. "'uf, "'uo UP+ 
"'-ana, suffix expressing motion from. 

abracadabra re:br;}kodre·br;} charm, spell. 
XVI. orig. a cabalistic word of the gnostic 
sect of Basilides, first found in a poem by 
Q. Serenus Sammonicus (m), used as a 
charm or amulet- (perh. through F.) Gr. 
ABPACALlABPA, in which C (i.e. 5) was 
read as C (i.e. K); rei. to abrasax, ABRAXAS. 

abrade ;}brei·d rub away. XVII. - L. abrti
dere, f. ab+rtidere scrape; see AB-, ERASE. 
So abrasiON ;}brei·3;}n. XVII. - L., f. 
abrtis-, pp. stem of abrtidere. 

abraxas abrre·ksres cabalistic word used like 
abracadabra. xvm. Also abrasax re·bro
sreks. CAf3paaa~ or 'A{3pa~as, name of the su
preme god of the Basilidans, contains the num
ber 365, which is the number of heavens, 
with their spirits, emanating from him. 

abreaction rebrire·kfan cathartic process 
induced by living again emotions associated 
with forgotten or repressed ideas. xx. f. 
AB-+REACTION, tr. G. abreagierung. 

abreast abre·st with breasts or fronts in 
line. XVI. Earlier ton a brest (xv), also tof 
(a) breast (xvr-xvn), tin a breast (xvii); see 
A-I, BREAST, and cf. F. de front (Froissart). 



ABRIDGE 

abridge ;~bri·d3 shorten. XIV. ME. abreg(g)e 
-OF. abregier (mod. abreger) = Pr. abrevjar 
:- late L. abbrevitire ABBREVIATE. So 
abri·dg(e)MENT. · xv. - (O)F. abregement. 

abroach ;~brou·tJ broached. XIV (Gower). 
-AN. abroche, f. OF. abrochier, f. a AD-+ 
brochier BROACH1; see A-1, 

abroad ;~br5·d twidely, at large XIII; out of 
doors XIV; in or into foreign lands xv. f. 
A-1+BROAD; pro b. suggested by ME. *a 
brede, on brede (OE. brred BREADTH). 

abrogate re·brogeit repeal. XVI. f. pp. stem 
of L. abrogtire, f. ab+rogtire propose (a law); 
after earlier pp. tabrogate (xv); see AB-, 
ROGATION, -ATE 3• 

abrupt ;~brA·pt tbroken away or off; marked 
by sudden change XVI (Sh.); steep XVII. 
- L. abruptus precipitous, disconnected, adj. 
use of pp. of abrumpere break off, sever, f. 
ab+rumpere; see AB-, RUPTURE. 

abs- rebs, ;~bs var. of AB- before c, t. 
abscess re·bses collection of pus in a cavity. 

XVI. - F. abces- L. abscessus going away, 
abscess (Celsus, rendering Gr. d.n6a-r7Jp.a 
aposteme, IMPOST(H)UME), f. abscess-, pp. 
stem of abscedere depart, f. abs ABs-+cedere 
go (CEDE). 

abscissa rebsi·s;~ (math.) segment of a line 
intercepted between a point therein and 
an ordinate drawn to it. XVII. - modL. 
(Stefano degli Angeli), sb. use (sc. linea 
line) of fern. pp. of abscindere cut off, f. ab 
AB-+scindere cut asunder (see SCISSORS). 
Also anglicized tabsciss(e) XVII-XVIII. 

abscond ;~bsk()·nd hide away (now only 
intr.), depart hurriedly and secretly. XVI. 
- L. abscondere, f. abs ABs-+condere put to
gether, stow (see CONDITION). 

absence re·bs;~ns a being away. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). - (O)F. absence- L. absentia, f. 
absent-, absens, functioning as prp. of abesse 
(ab away, esse be; see AB-, ESSENCE, and cf. 
PRESENCE). The stem sent- corr. to Skr. 
sant-, Gr. ont- being, prob. rei. to L. sons 
guilty and Germ. *sonta- true, SOOTH. So 
a·bsENT. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - (O)F.- L. 
abse·nt vb. xv. - (O)F. absenter. Hence 
absentee rebs;~nti· one who absents him
self. XVI. Earlier also tabsentie; of obscure 
origin; see -EE1. 

absinthe re·bsinp wormwood xv; liqueur 
orig. flavoured with this XIX (Thackeray). 
-F. absinthe- L. absinthium- Gr. apsfnthion 
wormwood, of alien origin. 

absolute re· bs:>liiit free from imperfection, 
restriction, or qualification XIV ; (gram. ; 
based ult. on Gr. a7TOAEAvp.€vos) XV. - L. 
absolutus freed, free, separated, completed, 
pp. of absolvere ABSOLVE; infl. partly by F. 
tabsolut (mod. absolu), which superseded 
earlier tasolu. As sb. (the a.) XIX (Cole
ridge, I809-IO). 

absolution rebsaliii:Jan remission of sins. 
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ABSURD 

XII. - (O)F. absolution- L. absoliltio(n-) 
legal acquittal, ( eccl.) forgiveness of sins, 
f. absoliit-, pp. stem of absolvere free, acquit 
(whence absolve rebs:J•!v, :;~bz- tsolve, re
solve xv; acquit, remit XVI), f. ab AB-+ 
solvere loose, SOLVE, rendering Gr. d.noAv<w; 
see -TION. 

absorb :;~bs5·Jb, ;~bz- swallow up. xv. 
- (O)F. absorber, refash. after L. of tasorber 
:- L. absorbere, f. ab AB-+sorbere swallow, 
which has a wide range of cogns. in IE. 
(Gr. rhophein :- *srobh- swallow, and Lett., 
Lith., and Arm. forms). So abso·rpTION. 
XVI. - L. absorptio(n-), f. absorpt-, pp. stem 
of absorbere. abso·rbENT. XVIII. abso·rp
TIVE. XVII. - medL. 

absquatulate rebskw()·tjCtleit (U.S.) de
camp. XIX. joe. formation with reminiscence 
of abscond, squattle decamp, perambulate; 
said to have been first used in Bernard's 
play 'The Kentuckian', I833· 

abstain ;~bstei·n withhold oneself from. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. abstene, -eine 
repr. tonic stem of (O)F. abstenir (AN. 
abstener), refash. after L. of astenir :- L. 
abstinere, f. abs ABS-+tenere hold, keep (cf. 
TENURE). The same phonetic conditions are 
seen in attain, contain, detain, maintain, ob
tain, pertain, retain, sustain. So abstenTION 
::~bste·nJ::~n. XVI. -F. abstention, f. L. 
abstent-, pp. stem of abstinere. 

abstemious iebsti·mi;Js temperate in food, 
drink, etc, XVII. f. L. abstemius, f. abs AES
+ base of temetum intoxicating drink, temu
lentus intoxicated; see -IOUS. 

absterge rebsta·Jd3 wipe away. XVI. -F. 
absterger or L. abstergere, f. abs ABS- + tergere 
wipe (cf. TERSE). 

abstinence re·bstin:ms forbearance, self
restraint. XIII. - (O)F. abstinence, refash. 
of OF. astenance :- L. abstinentia, f. absti
nent-, -ens, prp. of abstinere ABSTAIN; see 
-ENCE. 

abstract re•bstrrekt tderived XIV; twith
drawn; )( concrete XVI; sb. compendium, 
epitome xv. - F. tabstract or L. abstractus 
drawn away, withdrawn, (in Isidore) adj. 
abstract, pp. of abstrahere, f. abs ABs-+ 
trahere draw (see TRACT). So abstract ::~b
strre·kt take away, withdraw. xv. Partly f. 
pp. tabstract, partly f. abstract-, pp. stem of 
abstrahere. abstra·CTION. xv.- F. or late L. 

abstruse abstrii·s thidden; recondite. XVI. 
-F. abstrus, -use, or L. abstriisus, -a, pp. of 
abstrudere conceal, f. abs ABs-+trudere 
thrust (cf. THREAT). 'An uncouth and un
usual word' (P. Heylin, 1656). 

absurd ::~bsa·ld irrational, stupid. XVI. 
-F. absurde or L. absurdus incongruous, 
senseless, f. ab AB- +a base perh. identical 
with that of L. susurrus murmur, whisper, 
Skr. svdrati make a sound, and ANSWER, 
SWEAR ( cf. for the meaning L. absonus 



ABUNA 

discordant, incongruous). So absu·rdiTY. 
xv. - F. or late L. 

abuna abii·na patriarch of the Abyssinian 
church. XVII. -Arab. abiina 'our father', 

abundance ::>bA·nd;ms overflowing state or 
amount. XIV. -OF. abundance, (also mod.) 
abondance - L. abundantia, f. abundant-, 
-tins (whence abu·ndant XIV), prp. of 
abundiire ABOUND; see -ANCE, -ANT, 

abuse ::>bjii·s wrong use; tdeceit; injurious 
speech. xv. - (O)F. abus (= Sp., It. abuso) 
or L. abiisus, f. abiis-, pp. stem of abiiti 
use up, misuse, f. ab AB-+iiti, iis- usE; 
superseded tabusion (XIV)- OF. abusion 
- L. abiisi6(n-). So abuse ::>bjii·z trois
represent, impose upon; misuse, ill-use; 
malign. XIV.-(O)F. abuser- Rom. *abiisiire 
(cf. Pr., Sp. abusar, It. abusare), f. abiis- (as 
above). abu·siVE ;,bjii·siv. xvr. - F. or L. 

abut ::>bA·t A. border upon xv; B. end on or 
against xvr. In A, - AL. abutttire, f. a- AD
+butta BUTT 2 ; in B, - (O)F. abouter, 
tabuter, f. a AD-+bouter BUTT1, Hence 
abu·tMENT lateral support of a building. XVII. 

aby ::>bai· (arch.) pay the penalty for. xu. 
OE. iibycgan redeem, atone for ( = Goth. 
usbugjan), f. ii- A-"+bycgan BUY. (Used 
confusedly by Spenser for abide.) 

abysm ::>bi·zm (arch.) abyss. xm. ME. 
abime, -yme, later abisme, -ysme- OF. 
abime, abisme (mod. abime) = Pr. abisme, 
Sp. abismo - medL. abysmus, alteration of 
abyssus ABYSS by assim. to Gr. suffix -ism6s 
-ISM. Hence aby·smAL. XIX. 

abyss ::>bi·s bottomless pit or gulf, void XVI; 
deep chasm XVII. - late L. abyssus (whence 
also OF., Pr. abis, It. abisso)- Gr. dbussos 
fern., sb. use (sc. limne lake) of dbussos 
unfathomable, f. a- A-4 +buss6s, Ionic var. 
of buth6s depth. Abyssus, abissus were for
merly in Eng. use. 

ac- ::>k assim. form of AD- before c and q. In 
OF., L. ace- was reduced to ac-, which 
appears consequently in ME. adoptions, 
e.g. OF. acorder, ME. acorde ACCORD; in 
later F., and hence in Eng., ace- was restored 
by latinization; the process accounts also 
for the sp. of accurse, acknowledge, acquaint. 

-ac rek suffix primarily of adjs. denoting 
'pertaining to', formerly -aque, -ack(e), 
-ak(e), repr. ult. (through L. -acus), Gr. 
-ak6s, as in kardiak6s CARDIAC, demoniak6s 
DEMONIAC, efegeiakJs ELEGIAC, on the model 
of which others were formed at various 
periods, e.g. iliacus ILIAC, maniacus MANIAC. 
These were the immed. source of or model 
for many learned F. words in -aque, whence, 
or directly from L. or Gr., many adoptions 
in Eng., e.g. aphrodisiac, hypochondriac. 
Many of these adjs. were used as sbs., as 
their originals or models were in Gr. and L. 
Cf. -ACAL. 

acacia ;,kei·J;, leguminous shrub or tree of 
the Mimosa group XVI. N. Amer.locust-tree 
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ACCEDE 

(false acacia) XVII. - L. acacia- Gr. akakiii, 
prob. f. base of akif point (cf. ACID), with 
allusion to the thorns of the acacia. 

academy ::>kre·d;,mi place where the arts 
and sciences are taught; university, etc. 
XVI; society for their cultivation XVII. -F. 
academie or L. academia - Gr. akademiii and 
akademeia (orig. fern. of adj. akademeios) 
name of a gymnasium (called after the hero 
Academus) in the suburbs of Athens, where 
Plato taught, and hence applied to the 
Platonic school of philosophy (Caxton has 
aclzadomye, after medL. achademia, for 
Plato's school); see -Y3• The application 
to societies and institutions came ult. from 
Italy (It. accademia), via France. Formerly 
str. acade·my. 'Dr. Johnson seems to have 
decided justly in saying the word academy 
ought to have the accent on the first syllable; 
though present usage, it must be confessed, 
seems to lead to the contrary pronunciation' 
(Walker, r8z8). So academiC rebde·mik, 
-ICAL. XVI. - (O)F. academique or L. 
acadbnicus (cf. Gr. Akademeik6s, -aik6s). 
academl'CIAN. xvm. -F. academicien (xvi). 

Acadian ::>kei·di::>n pert. to Nova Scotia. 
XVIII. f. Acadia, latinized form of Acadie 
name (of unkn. origin) given by the French 
in r6o3 to part of the mainland of N. 
America; see -IAN. 

-acal ::>bl suffix compounded of -AC and 
-AL, forming adjs., some merely alternative 
to those in -AC, some with differentiated 
use, some serving as adjs. to sbs. in -ac; 
e.g. ammoniacal, demoniacal, lzeliacal, lzypo
clzrondriacal, zodiacal. 

acanthus ::>kre·np::>s plant of the genus so 
named; conventional figure of its leaf. 
XVII. - L.- Gr. dkantlzos, f. dkantha thorn, 
prob. adaptations of alien words which 
became assoc. with the base *ak- be sharp 
(see ACID). 

acarus re·br::>s (zoo!.) mite. xvn. modL. 
-Gr. dkari, f. akaris minute, f. a-A- 4 + *kar
*ker-, base of kelrein cut. 

acatalectic re:kret::>le·ktik ei:- (pros.) not 
wanting a syllable in the last foot. XVI. 
- late L. acatalecticus - Gr. akatalektik6s; 
see A-4• 

Accadian, Akkadian ::>kei·di::>n name of a 
Semitic language preserved in cuneiform 
inscriptions. XIX ('the newly discovered 
Accadian language'' c. I 8 ss). f. Accad, 
Akkad, name of a city in the 'land of Shinar' 
or Babylonia (Gen. x ro), prob. to be identi
fied with Agade; see -IAN and cf. F. accadien, 
G. akkadisclz. 

accede reksi·d approach, arrive xv; agree 
to XVIII (one early ex. in xv). - L. accedere 
approach, be added, assent, resemble, f. 
ad Ac-+cedere go (CEDE1

); cf. (O)F. acet!der. 
So accesSION rekse·J;,n addition XVI; ap
proach; coming to the throne XVII. - L. 
accessi6(n-), f. access-, pp. stem of accedere, 



ACCELERATE 

accelerate rekse·l;~reit increase speed. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. acceleriire, f. ad Ac-+celer 
swift; see CELERITY, -ATE 3• So acceler
A'TION. XVI. - (O)F. or L. acce·lerATOR. 
I goo. 

accent a:·ksent prominence of pitch or 
stress given to a syllable XIV (Trevisa; rare 
before XVI); diacritic mark indicating this; 
peculiar mode of utterance XVI. - (O)F. 
accent or L. accentus (f. ad Ac-+cantus song, 
CHANT), lit. rendering of Gr. prosoidta 
PROSODY, lit. 'song added (sc. to speech)'. 
So accent a:kse·nt accentuate. XVI. -OF. 
accenter, f. accent. acce·ntUAL1• XVII. f. 
L. accentus. acce·ntuate mark with an 
accent; emphasize. XVIII. f. medL. accen
tuiire; see -ATE 3 and cf. F. accentuer (XVI). 
accentUA•TION. XIX. - medL. 

accentor a:kse·nt5.r one of a genus of pas
serine singing-birds, e.g. hedge-sparrow. 
XIX. Late L. (Isidore) one who sings with 
another, f. ad+cantor sitiger; see AC-, 
CANTOR. 

accept ;~kse·pt receive willingly or with 
approval. XIV (Wycl., Ch.). - (O)F. ac
cepter or L. acceptdre, f. accept-, pp. stem of 
accipere, f. ad Ac-+capere take (cf. HEAVE). 
So acce·ptABLE. XIV. - (O)F.- late L. 
acce·ptANCE. XVI. -OF. accepta·TION 
tacceptance XV; t(Sc.) purport, tenor XVI; 
received meaning XVII. - (O)F.- lateL. 
('acceptance', 'meaning'). 

access a:·kses approach, admission, en
trance; attack of disease, tague XIV; addi
tion XVI. -OF. aces, (also mod.) acces :
L. accessus approach, attack (of disease, 
morbi), f. access-, pp. stem of accedere 
ACCEDE. The earliest use appears to be 
'attack, fit'. The stressing a·ccess is attested 
from the beginning, but acce-ss was prevalent 
XVI-XVIII; spellings of the type axces, axes, 
axis were common XIV-XVI. So acce·ss
IBLE. XV, - (O)F. or late L. acce·SSION 
a coming to, esp. as an addition. XVI. 
- (O)F.- L. 

accessary rekse·s<~ri, (formerly) a:·ksis;~ri 
adherent, assistant, participant in an 
offence xv ; tadjunct, accompaniment xv; 
adj. XVI. - medL. accessiirius, f. L. access-; 
see prec. and -ARY. So acce·ssory that is 
an accession, additional; also sb. adjunct; 
participant. xv. - medL. accessorius; see 
-ORY. The two words have been often con
fused. (Also taccessoire xv, and in Sc. form 
accessor xvr- F. accessoire.) 

accidence a:·ksid;~ns part of grammar deal
ing with inflexions (the changes to which 
words are subject), morphology. xv - L. 
accidentia (tr. Gr. 1Tap<110f.L<Va 'accompany
ing things'), n.pl. of accidens ACCIDENT, 
taken as fern. sg. ; see -ENCE. The L. 
word was used as a title of books contain
ing the rudiments of Latin grammar 
(e.g. 'Accidentia Stanbridgiana', 1534); 
accidents was occas. so used XVI-XVII, but 
accidence is earlier. 

ACCOMPLISH 

accident a:·ksid;mt something that happens 
XIV (Ch.); (philos.) attribute of a subject XIV 
(Wyclif). - (O)F. accident - late L. acci
dent-, -ens, sb. use (sc. res thing) of prp. of 
accidere happen, f. ad+cadere fall; see AC-, 
CASE, -ENT. In the philos. use based on TO 
rruf.Lf3</31JKos (Aristotle). Hence accide·ntAL. 
XIV. - F. accidentel, t-al-late L. acciden
tdlis (Augustine), 

accidie a:·ksidi sloth (the fourth of the 
seven deadly sins). XIII. -AN. accidie = 
OF. accide (whence ME. by-form accide) 
- medL. accidia, alteration of late L. acedia 
-Gr. akediii heedlessness, torpor, f. a- A-'+ 
*ked-, base of kedos care, kifdesthai be con
cerned. Revived after long desuetude by 
Bishop F. Paget, r8gi. 

accinge a:ksi·nd3 gird oneself. XVII. - L. 
accingere, f. ad- Ac-+cingere gird (see 
CINCTURE). 

accipitral a:ksi·pitr;~l hawk-like. XIX. f. 
L. accipiter (-tr-) hawk (cf. Gr. okupteros, 
Skr. arupatvan- swiftly flying)+-AL1• So 
acci·pitrine. xrx; after F. accipitrin-e. 

acclaim ;~klei·m applaud. XVII. - L. accla
miire, f. ad Ac-+clamdre, with sp. assim. to 
CLAIM. So acclamATION a:kl;~mei·J;~n. 
XVI. - L. (An earlier acleime, acclame was 
- medL. accliimiire make a claim for.) 

acclimatize ;~klai•m;)taiz inure to a climate. 
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XIX. f. F. acclimater (f. a to, Ac-+climat 
CLI:WATE)+-IzE; has superseded older ac
climate (xvrn), which was a direct adop
tion from F. Hence accli:matiZA'TION 
XIX; also acclima·tion, acclimata·tion 
(-F.). 

acclivity rekli·vlti ascending slope. XVII. 
- L. acclivitiis, f. acclivis sloping upward, 
f. ad Ac-+clivus slope; see INCLINE, -ITY. 

accolade a:kolei·d, -ii·d salutation on the 
bestowal of knighthood. XVII. -F. accolade 
- Pr. acolada ( = OF. acolt!e), f. Rom. 
*'accolliire (OF. acoler, Pr. acolar) embrace 
about the neck, f. L. ad-1-collum neck; see 
AC-, COLLAR, -ADE1• 

accommodate ;}k:J'm;}deit adapt, adjust; 
furnish with something convenient. XVI. -
pp. stem of L. accommodiire, f. ad+com
modus; see Ac-, COMMODIOUS, -ATE3• So 
accommodA·noN. XVII. -F. or L. 

accompany ;~kA·mp;mi tassociate, conjoin; 
go in company with xv; (mus.) XVI. Earlier 
accompa(i)gne - (O)F. accompagner, f. a
Ac-+compaing COMPANION; later assim. to 
COMPANY. Hence acco•mpaniMENT. XVIII; 
after F. accompagnement. 

accomplice ;~k:l'mplis associate in guilt. 
xv (Caxton). prob. alteration, by assoc. 
with prec., of tcomplice (xv, Caxton)- (O)F. 
complice - late L. complicem, nom. complex 
confederate, f. com--1-plic- (cf. compliciire 
COMPLICATE and simplex SIMPLE). 

accomplish ;}ko•mplif, akA·mplif fulfil, 
perform, xrv (Ch.). OF. acompliss-, 



ACCORD 

lengthened stem (see -ISH 2
) of acomplir 

(mod. ace-), f. a Ac-+tcomplir (L. complere 
fill, COMPLETE). Hence acco·mplishMENT 
accomplishing, thing accomplished xv; 
tequipment, accoutrement xvn (Bacon) ; 
ornamental attainment(s) XVIII; after F. 
accomplissement. 

accord ;:,k5· .Id treconcile; agree XII (pt. 
acordede, pp. acordad, Peterborough Chron.). 
-OF. acorder (mod. ace-):- Rom. *accor
diire (Sp. acordar, It. accordare), f. L. ad 
AC-, after concordiire (see CONCORD). So 
acco·rd agreement. XIII. -OF. acord, f. 
acorder. acco·rdANCE. XIV. - OF. ac
co·rdANT agreeing, consonant. XIV. -OF. 
prp. of acorder. The use of the prp. ac
co·rding as adv. 'in a manner answering 
(to)' dates from xv. 

accordion ;:,k5· .Idi;:,n musical hand-instru
ment with bellows and keys. XIX. -G. 
akkordion, f. It. accordare tune (an instru
ment)+-ion, as in orchestrion; cf. F. accor
dion after odeon, etc.). 

accost ;:,ko·st tlie or go alongside; approach; 
make up to and address. XVI. - F. accoster 
-It. accostare :-Rom. *accostiire (cf. OF. 
acoster, F. acoter, Sp. acostar), f. L. ad+ 
costa rib, side; see AC-, COAST. In early use, 
by assim. to coast, often spelt accoast. 

accouchement reku·fma lying-in. XIX.- F., 
f. accoucher, f. a AC-+coucher put to bed 
(see corcH). So accoucheur reku·Jib man
midwife. XVIII. 

account ;:,kau·nt reckoning, a rendering of 
this XIII; estimation XIV; relation, report 
XVII. ME. acunt, acount -AN. acunt, OF. 
acont, later ac(c)ompt, f. acunter, aconter 
(f. a- Ac-+conter COU'iT 2), whence accou·nt 
vb. make a reckoning XIV. Formerly often 
a(c)compt. Hence accou·ntABLE XIV; cf. 
unaccountable (xvii). accou·ntANT one who 
renders or is liable to render an account xv, 
takes charge of accounts XVI. -Law F. use 
of prp. of OF. aconter. 

accoutre ;:,kii·t;:,.I furnish with proper equip
ment. XVI (Bellenden). - (O)F. accoutrer, 
earlier acoustrer orig. equip gen. (later, 
with clothing), f. a- Ac-+cousture (mod. 
couture) sewing :- Rom. *consiitUra, f. L. 
consiit-, pp. stem of consuere sew together 
(see coN-, SEW). So accou·treMENT -t::J.I-, 
-tr;:,-. XVI. 

accredit ;:,kre·dit vouch for. XVII. -F. 
accrMiter, f. a- Ac-+credit CREDIT, after phr. 
mettre a credit, lit. 'put to credit'. 

accretion okri·f;:,n growth by (external) 
enlargement, extraneous addition. xvn. 
- L. accretio(n-), f. accret-, pp. stem of 
accrescere be enlarged (whence accre·sce 
accrue XVI), f. ad+crescere grow; see AC-, 
CRESCENT, -TION. 

accrue okrii· come by way of addition. xv. 
prob. f. AN. accru(e), OF. accreu(e), pp. of 
acreistre :- L. accrescere (see prec.). 
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ACHE 

accumulate <>kjii·mjll.leit heap together. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. accumuliire, f. ad+ 
cumulus heap; see AC-, CUMULUS, -ATE 3• So 
accumulA·TJON. xv. - L. Cf. (O)F. ac
cumuler, -ation. accu·mulATOR. xvn.- L. 

accurate re·kjll.r;:,t exact, correct. XVI. - L. 
acciiriitus performed with care, f. acciiriire 
apply care to, f. ad+curcire care for, f. 
ciira care; see AC-, CURE, -ATE2• Hence 
a·ccurACY. XVII. 

accurse ok5·.Is place under a curse. Late 
OE. iicursian (in pp. -od). Now only in pp.; 
f. A- 3 +ccRSE vb. For the sp. with -cc
see AC-. 

accusative ;:,kjii·z;:,tiv (gram.) case expressing 
chiefly destination or the goal of motion. XV. 
-(O)F. accusatif or L. accusiitivus (sc. casus 
case), f. pp. stem of acciisiire ACCUSE. L. casus 
accusiitivus (Varro, Quintilian) renders Gr. 
ptosis aitiiitikii case of accusing, f. aitiasthai 
accuse, aitian, aitfii cause, bu twas interpreted 
also as 'pert. to what is caused', whence the 
alternative L. tr. causiitivus (Priscian) ; see 
-ATIVE. 

accuse <>kjii·z charge with a fault or crime. 
XIII (RGlouc.). -OF. acuser, (also mod.) 
accuser :- L acciisiire call to account, f. ad 
Ac-+causa CAUSE. So aCCUSA"TION. XIV. -
(O)F. -L. 

accustom okA•stom make used (to). xv. 
-AN. acustumer, OF. acostumer (mod. 
accoutumer), f. a- Ac-+costume CUSTOM. 

ace eis throw of one at dice XIII; playing
card bearing one pip (reckoned as of the 
highest value) XVI; the highest or best XVIII 
(Burns). ME. as, aas- (O)F. as :-L. assem, 
nom. tis unity, unit, AS 2• 

-acean ei·fi;:,n f. L. -iiceus -ACEous+-AN. In 
sb. use supplying an Eng. form for names 
of groups in -acea (n.pl., sc. animiilia 
animals), e.g. Crustacea, crustaceans. 

-aceous ei· fl;:,s f. L. -iiceus (f. -iic- -Ac) + 
-ous (cf. -Eous); in nat. hist. it supplies 
adjs. for names of groups in -acea, -acere, 
e.g. crustaceous pert. to the Crustacea, 
rosaceous pert. to the Rosacere. 

acephalous eise·f<>las headless. XVIII. f. 
late L. acephalus- Gr. aktJphalos (kephatii 
head); see A- 4, CEPHALIC, -ous. (In ecc!L. 
Acephali was applied to various Christian 
sects or bodies who acknowledged no 
leader or superior.) 

acerbity asa·.1biti bitter sourness. XVI. -F. 
acerbite or L. acerbitiis, f. acerbus bitter, sour 
(whence ace·rb XVII):- *akridhos, f. •akro-; 
cf. ACID and see -ITY. 

acetic ;:,si·tik, ;:,se·tik name of the acid of 
vinegar. XIX. - F. acetique, f. L. acetum 
vinegar, f. acere be sour; see ACID, -IC. 

ache eik pain. OE. rete, also ete, early ME. 
eche (:- *akiz), f. base of acan str. vb.; OE. 
pt. oc, ME. ok, ook, oke, and pp. acen, early 
ME. aken, were replaced by weak forms 
akede, aked in XIV; mod. ached eikt. The 



ACHERONTIC 

normal repr. of the OE. sb. was ache eitf, 
and this pronunc. was prevalent until 
c. r82o; traces of the influence of the vb., 
which was normally repr. by ake eik, but 
has now the sp. proper to the sb., appear xv 
('ake or ache .. dolor', Promp. Parv.). 

acherontic rek~r<:>·ntik infernal, gloomy. 
XVII. -lateL. acheronticus, f. Acheront-, nom. 
-on - Gr. Akher6n fabulous river of the 
Lower World; see -rc. 

achieve ::~tfi·v finish, accomplish. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). - (O)F. achever come or bring to 
an end, f. OF. phr. a chief 'to (a) head', to an 
end, repr. L. ad and Rom. *capum, for L. 
caput head; see AD-, CHIEF. Hence, or 
- (O)F. achevement, achie·veMENT. xv 
(Caxton). 

achromatic rekromre·tik free from colour. 
XVIII. - F. achromatique, f. Gr. akhromatos; 
see A-4, CHROMATIC. 

acid re·sid sour, tart. XVII (Bacon). - F. 
acide or L. acidus, f. IE. *ak- be pointed or 
sharp, as in acere be sharp, acies sharpness, 
point, acus needle (cf. ACETIC, ACRID, ACUTE), 
rei. to Gr. dkros ACRO-, dkris, akis, aki point, 
akmg ACME, Skr. dyris corner, sharp edge, 
Lith. astrz'ts sharp, OS!. osutU thistle, Gr. 
OXUS sharp (see OXY-, OXYGEN, OXYTONE), 
and Germ. *ag- (repr. by EDGE); see -ID1• 

As sb. first applied (xvii) to 'sharp salts', 
after modL. acidum, F. acide. Acid drop is 
short for acidulated drop (Dickens). So 
acidiTY ~si·diti. XVII. - F. -late L. aci·du
lated. XVII. f. L. acidulus sourish (whence 
aci·dULOUS XVIII); see -ATE3• 

-acious ei·f::~s suffix repr. F. -acieux, as in 
astucieux, audacieux, tcontumacieux, tmen
dacieux, based on L. sbs. astiltia, audacia, con
tumticia, mendacium+-eux -ous; capacious, 
fugacious, loquacious, rapacious are immed. 
f. L. adjs. in -ac-, -ax. The earliest Eng. 
exx. are audacious and contumacious. Frouda
cious (f. name of the historian J. A. Froude) 
is a joe. formation after mendacious. 

acknowledge akno·lid3 admit knowledge of, 
recognize. xv (Caxton). prob. f. tknow
ledge (XIII) on the analogy of the relation of 
taknow (OE. oncnawan) and KNOW; see AC-. 
Hence acknow·ledg(e)MENT. XVI. 

acme re·kmi highest point, culmination. 
XVII (written earlier and later in Gr. letters 
aKp,~). -Gr. akme point, top, sharp edge, 
f. *ak- be pointed (see ACID). 

acne re·kni skin eruption. xrx. - modL. 
~cne1 deduced from a ,mis,readin~ UKVaS for 
aKp,as, ace. pl. !>f Gr. aKp,TJ eruptwn on the 
face (ACME) in Aetius of Amida's works (cf. 
'De uaris faeiei, qui tum ionthi, tum acnre 
Grrecis uocantur' IV xiii, tr. J. B. Montanus, 
1533). 

acolyte re·kalait (ecel.) member of one of 
the minor orders of the Church xrv ; minor 
attendant XVI. -OF. acolyt (mod. -yte) or 
eeclL. acolytus, -itus, -ithus- Gr. ak6louthos 
following, follower (cf. ANACOLOUTHON). 

ACRE 

The aphetie deriv. colet (xrv) survives in the 
surname Colet, Collett. 

aconite re·k~nait poisonous plant Aconitum 
Napellus. XVI. -F. aconit or L. aconitum 
-Gr. akoniton. 

acorn ei·k5m fruit of the oak. OE. recern = 
MLG. ackeren, Du. aker acorn, MHG. 
ackeran oak or beech mast (G. ecker is from 
LG.), ON. akarn, Goth. akran fruit, pro
duce; connected through its gen. sense with 
OE. recer, etc. ACRE, as if meaning 'produce 
of uncultivated land', 'wild fruit', and so 
ult. with Oir. dirne sloe, W. aeron fruits. 
OE. recern is regularly repr. by ME. and 
mod. dial. achern re·tJ~Jn, but forms with 
unambiguous k are found xrv, and associa
tion with corn (and oak), which is shown by 
sp. such as akecorn, okecorn, had established 
the present standard form by XVI ; acorn, 
beside acorn, is in Promp. Parv. (xv). 
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acotyledon ei:k"tili·d~n (bot.) plant having 
no distinct cotyledons. XIX. f. modL. pl. 
(-ones); see A- 4, COTYLEDON. 

acoustic ;;,kau·stik, ;;,kii·stik pert. to hear
ing. XVII (Bacon). - Gr. akoustik6s, f. 
akouein HEAR; cf. F. acoustique (xviii); see 
-Ic. Being direct from Gr., it has normally 
the Eng. pronunc. of Gr. au, viz. au, as in 
NOUS. Also sb. pl. (see -res) XVII. 

acquaint ;;,kwei·nt trefi. and intr. become 
known to; give knowledge to, inform. XIII 
(earliest in pp.). ME. aqueynte, aquointe, 
acointe -OF. acointer :- medL. accogni
ttire make known, f. L. accognitus, f. ad 
Ac-+cognitus, pp. of cognoscere know (see 
COGNITION, QUAINT). So acquai·ntANCE 
personal knowledge; person(s) known. xrv. 
-OF. acointance, f. acointer. For the sp. 
with ac- cf. acknowledge. 

acquiesce rekwie·s tremain quiet; tsub
mit; agree tacitly. XVII. - L. acquiescere, 
f. ad+quiescere rest; see AC-, QUIET. So 
acquie·scENCE, acquie·scENT. XVII. Cf. 
F. acquiescer, etc. 

acquire rekwai~·J gain, obtain. xv. Late 
ME. acquere- OF. acquerre :-Rom. *ac
qurerere, for L. acquirere get in addition, f. 
ad Ac-+qurerere seek (cf. QUERY); super
seded c. r6oo by the latinized form acquire. 
So acquisiTioN rekwizi·J~n. XIV. - L. 
acquisitio(n-), f. acquisit-, pp. stem of ac
quirere. 

acquit ~kwi·t settle, discharge; deliver, 
release; exculpate. XIII. ME. acwite, aquite 
-OF. acuiter, a(c)quiter = Pr. aquitar
Rom. (medL.) *acquittire, f. ad Ac-+ 
*quittireQVIT. Henceacqui·ttal. xv(Lydg.); 
see -AL 2• acqui·ttANCE settlement, dis
charge. XIV. -OF. aquitance (cf.QUITTANCE). 

acre ei·k~J tpiece of tilled or arable land, 
field; unit of square measure of land OE. ; 
(dial.) linear measure xrv. OE. recer = 
OFris. ekker, OS. akkar (Du. akker), OHG. 
acchar, ackar (G. acker), ON. akr, Goth. 
akrs :- CGerm. *akraz :- IE. *agros, repr. 



ACRID 

also by L. ager (cf. AGRICULTURE), Gr. agros, 
Skr. djras field; pro b. orig. 'pasture land' 
and f. *ag- drive, do, ACT. The sense 
'piece of tilled land' is original in proper 
names such as Long Acre, Black Acre, 
Whittaker (i.e. White Acre). God's acre 
churchyard (Longfellow) is tr. G. Gottes
acker. The sp. acre, which superseded aker 
(current till xvn) is due to medL. acra, 
(O)F. acre. Hence acreAGE ei·karid3. XIX. 

acrid re·krid bitterly pungent. XVIII. f. L. 
dcri-, deer sharp (f. *ac- as in ACID, ACUTE); 
irreg. formation with suffix -ID\ prob. after 
acid; an earlier attempt to anglicize L. dcris 
was tacrious (XVII only). 

acrimony re·krim~mi bitter pungency. XVI. 
- F. acrimonie or L. dcrimonia, f. acris; see 
ACRID, -MONY. So acrimonious -mou·ni:Js. 
XVII. - F. acrimonieux- medL. acrimoniosus. 

aero- re·krou, :Jkra· repr. Gr. akro-, comb. 
form of dkrosterminal, outmost, topmost (see 
ACID) as in akromion outer extremity of the 
shoulder-blade (8mos shoulder), whence Eng. 
acromion (xvn); in mod. techn. terms XIX. 

acroamatic re :krogmre·tik communicated 
by oral teaching, esoteric. XVII. -Gr. 
akroamatik6s, f. akr6ama, -mat- what is 
heard, f. akroiisthai hear; see -Ic. 

acrobat re·kr:Jbret rope-dancer, tumbler. 
XIX. - F. acrobate - Gr. akrobdtes, f. 
akr6batos walking on tiptoe, f. dkros ACRO- + 
-batos, f. base of bafnein walk (see C0:\1E). 

acropolis :Jkr;)'p;J!is citadel of a Greek city, 
esp. that of Athens. XVII. -Gr. akr6polis, 
f. dkros topmost+p6lis city; see ACRO-, 
POLITIC. 

aero spire re· krouspai:J.I first leaf-shoot. 1674. 
MSc. acherspire, akyrspire, f. acher :- ~hb. 
OE. cehher, eher (Sc. techir, icker) EAR2 +spir 
shoot, SPIRE1

; through the vars. akerspire, 
acrespire, assim. to words in ACRO-, and 
prob. assoc. with SPIRE 2 • (Modern dial. 
vars. are acrespire, ackersprit.) Hence a·cro
spire vb. throw out the first leaf-shoot. 1609. 

across gkril·s adv. tin the form of a cross, 
crosswise XIII; transversely, from side to 
side XVI; prep. XVI. ME. a creoix, o(n) croice 
(XIII) was succeeded by acros, acrosse (xv), 
with occas. vars. in or on crosse (xv-xvi). 
- OF. a croix, en croix; later assim. to native 
formations in A-1 and the sb. CROSS. Aphetic 
cross was formerly in gen. use (e.g. 'waft me 
safely crosse the Channell', Sh.). 

acrostic ;Jkm·stik short poem, etc. in which 
the initial letters taken in order spell a word, 
etc. - F. acrostiche - Gr. akrostikhis, f. 
dkros endmost, ACRO--t·stikhos row, line of 
verse, rel. to steikhein go ( cf. STILE, STIRRCP) ; 
the etymol. sp. acrostich (as in distich) has 
been superseded through assoc. with -IC, as 
in acrostic verses. 

act rekt deed, transaction XIV (Ch., Gower); 
legislative decree xv ; (hist.) academic thesis ; 
large section of a drama XVI. Mainly - L. 

ACULEATE 

actus doing, playing a part, dramatic action, 
act of a piece, actum public transaction, (pl.) 
records, register, f. act-, pp. stem of agere 
(see AGENT); but partly through F. acte (xv) 
- L. So act vb. t(Sc.) enact, record; tput 
in motion, bring into action or being; carry 
out, perform. XVI. f. L. act-. Cf. ACTION, 
ACTOR. 

actinism re·ktinizm property of the sun's 
rays. XIX. f. Gr. aktin-, aktis ray+-IsM. So 
acti·mc. 

action re·kJgn doing, thing done; legal pro
cess. XIV. - (O)F. action- L. actio(n-), f. 
act-, pp. stem of agere; see AGENT, -TION. 
Hence a·ctionABLE subject to action at law. 
XVI. So a·ctrVE given to (outward) action 
XIV; (gram.) connoting action (XIV); full of 
action, lively XVI. First applied to active)( 
contemplative life - L. acti"vus (in vita 
activa), f. act-, agere ACT; partly through 
(O)F. actif, -ive. acti·VITY. xv. -F. or 
late L. a·ctivate. xvu (Bacon). f. pp. stem 
of medL. activare; in more recent use influ
enced by F. activer, G. aktivieren; see -ATE 3

• 

acton re·kt:Jn (arch.) stuffed jerkin worn 
under mail. XIII. -OF. auqueton (later, with 
h from huque hooded mantle), hocqueton, 
hocton (mod. hoqueton) prob. - Pr. alcoton 
-Arab. alqutun 'the COTTON' (see AL- 2). 

actor re·kt;J.I tagent XIV (in Wycl. Bible 
Gal. iv 2 a literalism; later Sc. XV-XVII) ; 
tpleader xv (Lydg.); stage-player; doer 
XVI. - L. actor doer, actor in a play, speaker, 
prosecutor, agent, f. act-, pp. stem of agere 
do; see AGENT, -oR1. Cf. (O)F. acteur 
tauthor XIII (so in Sc. XVI), play-actor xvn. 
Not freq. in genuine Eng. use before late 
XVI. Hence a·ctress tfemale doer XVI; 
female stage-player XVII; see -Ess1• Cf. late 
L. actrix, F. actrice (app. from Eng.). 

actual re·ktJu;Jl exhibited in acts, spec. of 
actual)( original sin ; existing in act or fact 
XIV. orig. actuel- (O)F. actuel; later assim. 
to the source, late L. actualis (Macrobius), 
f. actus ACT; see -AL. So actua·hTY 
tactivity XIV; reality, objectivity xvn. 
- (O)F. or medL. a·ctually tactively xv; 
in act or fact XVI ; in truth XVIII ; partly after 
F. actuellement, L. actuiiliter. 

actuary re· ktju;Jri registrar, recorder XVI ; 
insurance company's official who compiles 
statistics of mortality, accidents, etc. XIX. 
- L. actuarius shorthand-writer, keeper of 
accounts, f. actus ACT; see -ARY. Hence 
actuariAL -r;J·rigl. xrx. 

actuate re·ktjueit tmake active; communi
cate motion to. XVI. f. pp. stem of medL. 
actuare, f. actus ACT j see -ATE 3

• 

acuity ;Jkju·lti sharpness. xv. - F. acuite or 
medL. acuitas, f. acuere; see ACUTE, -ITY. 

aculeate ;Jkju·lieit (nat. hist.) furnished 
with a sting or prickle. XVII. - L. aculeatus, 
f. aculeus, dim. of acus needle, f. *ak- ; see 
ACID, -ATE2• 
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ACUMEN 

acumen :;~kjii·men sharpness of intellect. 
XVI. - L. acumen point, acuteness, f. acuere 
sharpen (see ACUTE). So acu·minate 
pointed, tapered. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
- L. aciimintitus, f. aciimin-, aciimen; see 
-ATE2• acu·minous. XVII. 

acushla aku·Jla darling. XIX. Short for Ir. 
a cushla (cuisle) mo chroidhe 0 pulse of my 
heart. 

acute akju·t sharp, keen. XIV. - L. aciitus, 
pp. of ecuere sharpen (see ACID); as applied 
to accent (accentus acutus, Priscian), a lit. 
rendering of Gr. oxefa, fern. (sc. prosoidlti 
accent) of oxus sharp. 

-acy :;~si suffix repr. (i) L. -ticia, forming 
nouns of quality on adjs. in -tici-, -ax, as 
fallticia fallacy, contumticia contumacy (the 
corr. Eng. adjs. ending in -Acrous); (ii) L. 
-titia, in medL. often -ticia, as abbtitia 
abbacy, ptiptitia papacy, primtitia primacy, 
on which was modelled supremacy; (iii) 
medL. -titia, forming nouns of state on sbs. 
in -titus, as advoctitia advocacy, legtitia 
legacy, prreltitia prelacy, on the analogy of 
which the suffix was extended to sbs. in -ate, 
as confederacy, curacy, magistracy, and to 
adjs. in -ate, as accuracy, delicacy, obstinacy, 
privacy; (iv) Gr. sbs. in -dteia, as peirdteia 
piracy; cf. -CRACY. Lunacy (XVI) was f. 
lunatic, perh. after jrenetic,jrenesy (FRENZY). 

ad red L. prep. 'to, towards, in the direction 
of' (see AT) in many phr., as ad eundem (sc. 
gradum degree) to the same degree, i.e. in 
another university), ad hoc, ad hominem, ad 
interim, ad lib(itum), (usque) ad nauseam, 
ad rem, ad valorem. 

ad- red, ad prefix repr. L. ad (see AT) to 
express motion to or direction towards, 
addition, adherence, increase, as advenire 
arrive (see ADVENT), adversus turned towards 
or against, hostile, ADVERSE, addere put to, 
ADD, administrtire give service to, ADMINIS
TER; the d was assim. to following c, j, g, l, 
n, q, r, s, t, producing AC-, AF-, AG-, etc.; 
ad- was reduced to a- before sc, sp, st (see 
e.g. ASCEND, ASPIRE, ASTRINGENT) and gn (as 
in AGNATE); see also ABBREVIATE. In OF. the 
double cons. of ace-, add-, agg-, etc, were 
reduced to single ones, and adv- became av-, 
and OF. words were adopted with such 
forms in Eng. ; but in XIV these began to be 
latinized (as some had been in French) by 
the resumption of the second cons., as in 
address, affirm, allow, announce, arrest, 
assault, attend; note advowson )( avow. 

-ad1 red, ad repr. L. - Gr. -ad-, nom. -as, 
pl. -ades, in (i) coli. numerals, as MONAD, 
DYAD, etc., CHILIAD, MYRIAD, and similarly 
OLYMPIAD; (ii) fern. patronymics, as DRYAD, 
NAIAD (cf. -ID2); (iii) the name of the epic 
celebrating the Trojan war, ILIAD, which 
has been imitated in Columbiad, Dunciad 
Lusiad, Rosciad; (iv) names of orders of 
plants used by Lindley, as asclepiad, liliad. 
(In decade the F. form is retained· in ballad 
salad the ending was orig. -ADE.)' ' 

ADDER 

-ad2 red suffix invented by J, Barclay in 
'A new anatomical nomenclature', r8o3, in 
the sense 'towards' (the part denoted), as 
caudad toward the tail (L. cauda), laterad 
towards the side (L. later-, latus) ; pre
sumably intended to repr. L. prep. ad to 
(see AT). 

-ada ei·da, ii·da repr. Sp., Pg. suffix -ada 
(:- L. -tita), fern. pp. ending of vbs. in -ar, 
which has been replaced in several Eng. 
adoptions by -ADO. 

adage re·did3 maxim, proverb. XVI. -F. 
adage- L. adagium, f. ad AD-+*agjo (aio) 
I say. The L. form was directly anglicized 
as tadagy (XVI-XVII). 

adagio ada·d3iou (mus.) slowly. XVIII. It., 
i.e. ad agio at EASE. 

Adam re·dam name of the first man (Gen. 
ii), Heb. adam; the Old Adam (cf. the old 
man of Rom. vi 6, etc.), also formerly simply 
Adam (XVI), unregenerate nature; Adam's 
ale water (XVII); Adam's apple (i) applied to 
various plants (xvr); (ii) cartilaginous pro
jection in the throat (XVIII); after modL. 
pomum Adami, tr. Heb. tappuach hti'tidtim; 
cf. Da. Adamsreble, G. Adamsapfel, F. 
pomme d' Adam. 

adamant re·damrent hard rock or mineral, 
now only as a symbol of extreme hardness 
( cf. Ezek. iii 9) ; tdiamond ; t loadstone XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch., Gower, Trevisa, Maund.). 
-OF. adamaunt, ademaunt- L. adamant-, 
nom. adamtins, adamtis- Gr. adamant-, 
addmtis hardest iron or steel, diamond, orig. 
adj. 'invincible', f. a- A-'+daman TAME. 
The sense 'magnet, loadstone' arose from 
assoc. of medL. adamtis with L. adamtire 
have a strong liking for. Cf. DIAMOND. So 
adaman·tine. XIII (H. Meith.; rare before 
XVI). - L. adamantinus- Gr. adamdntinos; 
see -INE1. 

Adamite re·damait one of a sect claiming to 
follow Adam, e.g. in nudity; child of Adam, 
human being. XVII. - ecc!L. Jidtimita; see 
ADAM, -ITE. 

adapt adre·pt make suitable. XVII. -F. 
adapter- L. adapttire, f. ad+apttire, f. aptus 
fit; see AD-, APT. So adaptA'TION redap-. 
XVII. - F. - medL. 

add red join, unite (Ch.) ; say in addition 
(Wycl. Bible) xrv; perform the arithmetical 
process of addition xvr. - L. addere (cf. Gr. 
7rpoaS,/i6va<, 7rpoan0eva<), f. ad AD-+ base of 
dareput (seeDo1). So addendum ade·ndam 
pl. -a addition to be made. xvn. sb. use of 
gerundive of L. addere. addi·taMENT. xv. 
- L. addittimentum, f. addit-, addere. addi
TION adi·Jan. xv. -F. or L. Hence addi·
tioDAL1. XVII; cf. F. additionnel. a·dditiVE 
subject to a?dition. xvp. -late L. additi
vus, tr. Gr. £mTayp.aT<Kos. 

adder re·da.r tserpent; viper. OE. n:Ed(d)re, 
corr. to OS. ntidra (MDu. nadre, Du. 
adder), OHG. natara (G. natter), and (with 
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ADDICT 

a different vowel-grade) ON. naifr, naifra, 
Goth. nadrs; rei. to L. natrix water-snake, 
Oir. nathir, W. neidr snake, viper. As in 
apron, auger, eyas, ouch, umpire, orig. n has 
been lost by coalescence with a preceding 
indef. art., a nadder becoming an adder (xrv). 
For the reverse process see NEWT, etc. 

addict ;}di·kt devote or apply habitually. 
xvr. At first and still mainly in pp. addicted, 
which superseded taddict (XVI) - L. addictus 
assigned by decree, made over, pp. of 
addicere, f. ad AD-+dicere appoint, allot (see 
DICTION). Hence addict sb. re·dikt one 
addicted to drugs, etc. XX. 

addle re·dl (of an egg) rotten, putrid. XIII. 
ME. adel (in adel eye 'addle egg'), adj. use 
of OE. adela stinking urine or other liquid 
filth (surviving dial. in addle) = MLG. 
adele, MDu. adel (Du. aal), G. adel mire, 
puddle, OSw. adel in koladel cow's urine. 
Addle egg tr. medL. ovum iirinre 'egg of 
urine', which is a perversion of L. ovum 
urinum,repr. Gr.ourion oonwind-egg. Used 
fig. in addle-head(ed), -pate(d) XVII. Hence 
addled re·dld XVII (see -ED), whencea·ddle 
vb. XVIII. 

address ;}dre·s tmake straight or right 
(Barbour); taccoutre, dress (Gower); 
tdirect the aim of (Ch.) XIV; refl. apply one
self to XIV (Gower); direct (words or speech) 
to xv (Caxton). - (O)F. adresser = Pr. 
adreisar, Sp. aderezar, It. addirizzare :
Rom. *addrictiiire, f. ad AD-+*drictum, for 
L. directum straight, DIRECT. Cf. DRESS. 
Hence, or partly- (O)F. adresse, f. the vb. 
addre·ss sb. xvi. addressEE1•. XIX. 

adduce ;}dju·s bring forward for considera
tion. xv. - L. addiicere, f. ad AD-+ducere 
lead, bring (cf. DUKE). So adductOR 
redA·kt5J (anat.) muscle which draws a part 
of the body towards the main axis. XVIII. 
modL. use (sc. musculus muscle) of L. ad
ductor bringer-to, f. adduct-, pp. stem of 
addz1cere. 

-ade eid repr. F. -ade in adoptions of (i) 
Pr., Sp., Pg. words in -ada or It. words in 
-ata, as ambuscade, barricade, cavalcade, 
crusade, marmalade, palisade, parade, tirade; 
(ii) new F. formations, as balustrade, cannon
ade, colonnade ,fusillade, harlequinade, lemon
ade, promenade. (In ballad and salad reduced 
to -ad.) Of limited use in Eng. as a living 
suffix, e.g. blockade (prob. after ambuscade), 
gingerade (after lemonade, orangeade); but 
several words formerly current with -ADO 
survive only with -ADE. 

ademption ;}de•mPJ;}n (leg.) revocation of 
a grant, etc. xvr. - L. ademptio(n-), f. 
adempt-, pp. stem of adimere take away, 
whence adeem ;}di·m XIX, by assim. to 
REDEEM; see -TION. 

adenoid re·dinoid glandular; sb. pl. glandu
lar growths. xrx. - Gr. adenoeidis, f. aden-, 
aden acorn, gland ~= L. inguen swelling, 

ADJUDICATE 

groin (cf. inguinal), rei. to ON. okkr swelling, 
okkuinn swollen; see -om. 

adept ;}de·pt, (sb.) re·dept well skilled. XVII. 
- L. adeptus having attained, f. adept-, pp. 
stem of adipisci attain, acquire, f. ad AD-+ 
*ap- bind (cf. APT, COPULA). 

adequate re·dikw<~t commensurate, fully 
sufficient. XVII. - L. adrequiitus, pp. of 
adrequiire equalize, f. ad AD-+ requus EQUAL; 
see -ATE 2 • 

adhere ;}dhi<~·J stick fast, cleave. XVI. 
- (O)F. adherer or L. adhrerere, f. ad AD-+ 
hxrere stick. So adhe·rENT attached XIV; 
sb. supporter xv. - (O)F. adherent - L. 
adhrerent-, -ens. adhesiON ;}dhi·3<1n. XVII. 
- F. adhesion or L. adhresi6, f. adhres-, pp. 
stem of adhrerere. 

Adiantum redire·nt<~m (bot.) genus of ferns. 
XVIII. L.- Gr. adlanton maidenhair, sb. use 
of n. adj. 'unwetted' (sc. phutdn plant), f. a
A-4-t-diainein moisten; so named from the 
resistance of the surface of the fronds to 
moisture. 

adiate re·dieit (leg.) accept as heir or bene
ficiary under a will. XIX. irreg. f. L. adire 
approach (see ADIT)-t--ATE 3

• 

adieu ;}dju· good-bye. XIV (Ch., Gower). 
Late ME. adezv(e)- AN. adeu, (O)F. adieu, 
f. a to+ Dieu God :- L. deu-s (see DEITY); 
the early sp. adew, adue was remodelled 
after F. 

adipose re·dipous fatty. xvm. - modL. 
adiposus, f. L. adip-, adeps fat; see -OSE. An 
earlier form was ta·dipous XVII; cf. F. 
adipeux. 

adit re·dit approach (spec. to a mine). xvrr. 
- L. aditus, f. adit-, pp. stem of adire ap
proach, f. ad AD--t-ire go (IE. base *ei- *i-); 
cf. EXIT, INTROIT, OBIT, TRANSIT. 

adjacent ;}d3ei·s;}nt lying near. xv. - L. 
adjacent-, -ens, prp. of adjacere, f. ad AD-+ 
jacere lie down, intr. ofjacere throw, lay (cf. 
DEJECT, INJECT, etc.); see -ENT. 

adjective re·d3iktiv (gram.) designating an 
attribute. XIV. - (O)F. adjectif, -ive -late L. 
adjectivus, -iva, f. adject-, pp. stem of adicere 
to add, f. ad+jacere; see prec. and -IVE. 
First in noun adjective, rendering L. nomen 
adjectivum (Priscian), tr. Gr. avol-'a. f:rr{Oerov 
(NOUN, EPITHET). 

adjoin <ld3oi·njoin on (to). XIV.- OF. ajoin-, 
ajoign-, stem of ajoindre (mod. adjoindre) 
:- L. adjungere, f. ad AD-+jungere JOIN. 

adjourn <ld3;}·Jn tappoint a day for XIV (R. 
Mannyng); defer, put offxv (Lydg.). -OF. 
ajorner (mod. ajourner), f. phr. a jorn (nome) 
to an (appointed) day, i.e. a AD-, JOTn :

late L. diurnum day (whence F. jour, Pr. 
jorn, It. giorno), n. of L. diurnus daily (cf. 
DIURNAL). 

adjudicate ;}d3u·dikeit assess judicially. 
xvm. f. pp. stem (see -ATE3

) ofL. adjiidiciire 
(f. ad AD- +jzidic-, jzidex JUDGE), whence OF. 
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ADJUNCT 

ajuger (mod. adjuger), the source of adjudge 
~d3t~.·d3 XIV (Ch.). So adjudicA·TION. 
XVII. -F. or L. 

adjunct re·d3AI)kt subordinate, auxiliary, 
or incidental (person or thing), adj. and sb. 
XVI (Sh.; earlier Sc.). - L. adjunctus, -um, 
pp. of adjungere ADJOIN. 

adjure ~d3u~·.1 tput (one) to his oath XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); charge solemnly xv (Caxton). 
- L. adjuriire swear to, (later) put to an oath, 
conjure, f. ad AD-+jiir-, jus oath (cf. JURY). 
So adjurA·TION. XIV (Ch.; rare before 
XVII). -F. or L. 

adjust :Jd3A'St arrange suitably. XVII. -F. 
tadjuster (now ajuster), refash., after juste 
JUST, of OF. ajoster (mod. ajouter add) :
Rom. *adjuxttire (cf. Sp. ajustar, It. aggio
stare), f. L. ad AD-+juxta close to, rei. to 
jugum YOKE. So adju·stMENT. XVII. - OF. 
adjustement (mod. aj-). 

adjutage, ajutage re·d3utid3, :Jd3frtid3 
mouthpiece of a fountain. XVIII.- F. ajutage, 
ajoutage, f. ajouter (see prec.); see -AGE. 

adjutant re·d3i1t:Jnt tassistant; (mil.) officer 
in the army assisting superior officers. XVII. 
- L. adjutant-, -tins, prp. of adjiittire, fre
quent. of adjuvtire, f. ad AD-+juvtire help; 
see -ANT. In the mil. sense corr. to G. 
adjutant(I667), F. adjudant(I72I), tayudant 
(I70I)- Sp. ayudante, f. ayudar help, assist. 
Adjutant bird large stork so named from its 
'military' gait. 

ad libitum red li·bit:Jm; abbrev. ad lib. 
XVII. L. phr., i.e. ad according to, libitum 
pleasure, sb. use of n. pp. of libet it pleases 
(cf. LOVE). 

adminicle redmi·nikl auxiliary means. xvr. 
- L. adminiculum prop, support, f. ad AD
and dim. -culum -CLE, on an obscure base. 

administer ~dmi·nista.I manage, dispense. 
XIV. ME. amynistre- OF. aministrer- L. 
administrtire, f. ad AD-+ministrtire MINIS
TER; later refash. on latinized (O)F. ad
ministrer (XIV). So administrA-TION. XIV. 
-F. or L. admi·nistrATIVE. XVIII. - L. 
admi·nistrATOR. XVI; cf. F. administrateur. 
admi·nistraTRIX. XVII. 

admiral re·dm:Jr:Jl temir XIII-XV; tnaval 
commander-in-chief; highest naval officer 
XV. ME. amyrayl, amyral(l), admira(i)l 
-(O)F. amiral, tadmira(i)l- (throughmedL. 
a(d)mirtilis, -allus, -tilius) Arab. 'amir a'tili 
(or a'lti) high (or higher) commander (see 
AMEER, EMIR). In medL. and Rom. the 
initial and final sylls. were altered on various 
analogies, e.g. with L. prefix ad- and suffixes 
-tibilis, -andus, -titus, and (since Arab. 'amir 
was often followed by al AL- 2, as in 'amir-al
mti commander of the sea) with forms in 
-aldus, and (in Sp.) with sbs. in which the 
initial syll. repr. Arab. AL- 2• Hence such 
forms as OF. amire(t), amirauble, amirant, 
amiralt, almira[, OSp. almiralle, It. ammira
glio, medL. admirabilis, -aldus, -antus, 

ADOLESCENT 

-titus, almirallus, Sp., Pg. almirante, some of 
which are repr. in ME., e.g. admirald, 
almeral, ameraunt. So a·dmiralTY office of 
admiral; branch of the executive superin
tending the navy. xv. -OF. admiral(i)te 
(mod. amiraute) ; cf. AL. adrniriilittis. 

admire :Jdmaia· .1 twonder, wonder at; re
gard with pleased surprise. XVI (late). -F. 
admirer (OF. amirer) or L. admirtiri, f. ad 
AD- +mirtiri wonder (see MIRACLE). So 
a·dmirABLE re·dmir:>bl. xv. admirA·
TION. XV. - (O)F. or L. 

admit :Jdmi·t let come or go in XIV; allow 
the truth of xv. - L. admittere, f. ad AD-+ 
mittere send (see MISSION); but some early 
forms (amitte) reflect the semi-pop. OF. 
amettre. Hence admi·ttANCE. XVI. So 
admissiON:Jdmi·f:Jn xv. - L. admissio(n-), 
f. admiss-, pp. stem of admittere. So ad
mi·ssiBLE. XVII. 

admixture admi·kstfa.I. XVII. f. admixt-, 
pp. stem of L. admiscere, f. ad AD-+miscere 
MIX (cf. MIXTURE); replaced earlier tadmix
tion (xv) - L. 

admonish :Jdm<>·niJ put in mind of a duty 
XIV; give warning or cautionary notice to 
XVI. ME. amoneste- OF. amonester- Rom. 
*admonesttire, unexpl. deriv. ofL. admonere, 
f. ad AD-+monere advise (cf. MONITION); 
the final t, esp. in pt. and pp. forms, was 
taken as an inflexion, and the initial syll. was 
latinized to ad-, whence such inf. forms as 
amonace, admonase, -monyss; the final syll. 
became -ish by assoc. with -ISH 2• So ad
mo·nishMENT XIV (earlier a(d)monestement 
-OF.). admoniTION redm~ni·f:Jn. XIV 
(earlier amonicion- OF.). 

adnate re·dneit (nat. hist.) attached con
genitally. XVII. - L. adntitus, var. of agntitus 
AGNATE, due to assoc. with AD-. 

ado :Jdti· (arch., dial., first in northern and 
eastern areas) dealings, concern, ·trouble, 
labour, fuss. XIV. f. phr. at do, f. adoption 
of ON. at (see AT)+Do1 ; corr. to the native 
formation TO-DO. 

-ado ei·dou, a·dou repr. Sp., Pg. -ado(:- L. 
-titu-s -ATE 2

), m. pp. ending of vbs. in -ar, 
as in DESPERADO, RENEGADO, TORNADO. This 
suffix was also freq. used irreg. in late-XVI 

/and XVII adoptions of F. words in -ADE, Sp. 
words in -ADA, and It. words in -ATA; e.g. 
ambuscado, armada, barricado, bastinado, 
bravado, carbonado, crusado, gambado, pali
sado, strappado, some of which have sur
vived as the regular form, while in others 
-ado has been superseded by ·ADE. 

adobe :Jdou·bi, :Jdou·b unburnt brick dried 
in the sun. XIX. Sp., f. vb. adobar plaster, 
f. Arab. attob, i.e. al-tobthe brick, f. alAL- 2 + 
tab, tub, of Egypt. origin. In U.S. also 
adob(e)y, -ie, and shortened dobie, doby, dobe. 

adolescent redole·s:Jnt sb. a youth xv; adj. 
xvm. - (O)F. adolescent- L. adolescent-, 
•ens, prp. of adolescere, f. ad+alescere grow 
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ADONIS 

up, f. alere nourish; see AD-, ALIMENT, 
-ESCENT. So adole·scENCE. xv (Lydg.). 
- (O)F.- L. 

Adonis adou·nis, ado·nis youth beloved by 
Venus for his beauty, (gen.) beautiful youth. 
xvr. L. - Gr. Adonis, A' don- Phrenician 
adoni my lord, adon lord, title of the god 
Tammuz, in Heb. a name of God. 

adopt ado·pt take (up) as one's own. xvr. 
- (O)F. adopter or L. adoptiire choose for 
oneself, f. ad+optiire choose. So ado·pTION 
XIV (Ayenb., Trevisa), ado·ptiVE xv (Lydg.). 
- (Q)F.- L.; see AD-, OPTION. 

adore adoa·.z pay divine honours to, wor
ship xv (Caxton); reverence or honour 
highly xvr. - (O)F. adoz1rer, (mod.) adorer, 
refash., after L., of OF. ao(u)rer (whence 
ME. aoure XIV) = Pr. azorar, Sp. taorar, 
It. adorare :- L. adoriire address, salute, 
reverence, (eccl.) worship, f. ad+oriire; see 
AD-, ORATE. So adorA-TION redarei·fan. XVI. 
- (O)F.- L. ado·rABLE. XVII. -F. or L. 

adorn ad5·m beautify, embellish. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. adorner, refash., after L., of 
OF. ao(u)rner (whence ME. aourne) = Pr. 
azornar, It. adornare :- L. adorniire, f. ad+ 
orniire furnish, deck; see AD-, ORKAMENT. 
So ado·rnMENT. xv (Caxton). -OF. 
adournement. 

adown adau·n (dial., poet.) down(ward). 
OE. adun(e), reduced form of ofdune, i.e. 
of from (A- 2) and dative of dun hill, DOWN1 • 

Aphetic now:-< 3• 

adrift adri·ft drifting. xvn (Capt. Smith). 
f. A-1 +DRIFT. 

adroit adroi·t dexterous. xvn. - (O)F. 
adroit, f. adv. phr. a droit 'according to 
right', rightly, properly, i.e. a to+droit :
Rom. *d(e)rictum, for L. directum; see AD-, 
DIRECT, and cf. DRESS. 

adscititious redsiti·fas added from outside. 
XVII. f. adscit-, pp. stem of L. adsciscere 
admit, adopt, f. ad+sciscere acknowledge, 
inc~ptive of scire know, after adventitious; 
see AD-, SCIENCE, -IOUS. 

adscript see ASCRIPT. 

adulation redjulei·fan servile flattery. xv 
(Lydg.).- (O)F. adulation or L. aduliitio(n-). 
f. aduliit-, aduliirifawn upon, whence a·du
late. XVII; see -ATE 3, -ATION. 

adult re·dAlt, adA·lt grown up XVI (Elyot); 
sb. xvn. - L. adultus, pp. of adolescere (see 
ADOLESCENT); cf. F. adulte (late XVI). 

adulterate adA·ltareit tcommit adultery; 
tdebauch; falsify, debase. xvr. f. pp. stem 
of L. adulteriire debauch, corrupt, explained 
by Festus as from ad alterum (-am) se con
jerre betake oneself to another; see -ATE3 • 

Superseded early modE. tadulter (- L. inf. 
or F. adulterer), which itself replaced ME. 
avoutre (XIV- OF. avoutrer; cf. next). So 
adulterA·TION. XVI. 

ADVENT 

adulterer adA·ltara.I one guilty of adultery 
(violation of the marriage-bed). XVI. Used 
XVI-XVIII beside synon. tadulter, but finally 
established as the more congruent form in 
the series adulterate tcommit adultery, adul
terer, adulteress, adulterous, adu·lterY3 • 

These had emerged in XV or XVI and finally 
superseded the ME. forms (XIV) derived 
from OF., viz. avouter adulterer, avoutrer 
commit adultery, avout(e)rer adulterer, 
avoutres adulteress, avoutrous adulterous, 
avoutrie adultery, all of which were from 
regular phonetic derivs. in OF. of L. adulte
riire (see prec.). The forms in avout- had 
vars. in advout- (after later OF.), which 
facilitated adoption of forms in adult- (in 
Law F. adulterie is as early as XIII, being 
preceded by a·vult- in xn). 

adulterine ad,dtarain spurious XVI; illegal, 
unlicensed XVII. - L. adulterinus, f. adulter 
adulterous, adulterer; see ADULTERATE, 
-INE1 • 

adumbrate re·dambreit represent as a 
shadow or in outline, shadow forth, pre
figure XVI; overshadow xvn. f. pp. stem 
of L. adumbriire, f. ad-f-umbriire shadow, 
f. umbra; see AD-, UMBRA, -ATE 3

• So ad
umbrA·TION. XVI (earlier than the vb.). 
-L. 

adust adA·st atrabilious XIV (Lanfr.); 
scorched; brown, sunburnt XVI. -F. aduste 
or L. adilstus, pp. of adurere, f. ad AD-+ 
zirere burn ( cf. CO:v!BUSTION). q A conspicuous 
term in the medical nomenclature of the 
Middle Ages, applied to a supposed state 
of the body and its humours characterized 
by dryness, heat, and black or burnt colour 
of the blood. 

advance adva·ns trans. and intr. move 
forward (or upward) in place, time, or con
dition (first in the sense 'promote'). XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. ava(u)nce-(O)F. avancer = 
Pr. avansar (Sp. avanzar), It. avanzare :
Rom. "'abantiiire, f. late L. abante (whence 
F. avant before, Pr. avan, aban, It. avanti), 
f. L. ab OFF, away+ante before (see ANTE-). 
The forms with adv-, recorded xv and 
established XVI, were anticipated in OF. 
and arose from assoc. with the av- which 
originated in adv-, as in aventure, ADVENTURE. 
Hence adva·nce sb. XVII. So adva·nce
MENT. xm (RGlouc.). - (O)F. avancement. 

advantage adva·ntid3 superior position; 
benefit. XIV (R. Mannyng). ME. avantage 
- (O)F. avantage (whence It. vantaggio, etc.), 
f. avant before; see prec. and -AGE. Aphetic 
VANTAGE. Hence or - (O)F. avantager ad
va·ntage vb. xv (tadd to the amount of). 
advantageous redvantei·d3as XVI (in XVI
XVII often -ious). - (O)F. avantageux. For 
the form with adv- cf. prec. 

advent re·dvent Church season preceding 
Christmas xu ; the Coming of Christ xv; 
arrival xvm. -OF. advent, refash. after L. 
of auvent (mod. avent) - L. adventu-s arrival, 



ADVENTITIOUS 

f. advent-, pp. stem of advenire arrive, f. ad 
AD-+ venire COME. 

adventitious redventi·Jas coming from 
without, accidental, casual. XVII. f. adventi
tius, medL. sp. of L. adventicius, f. advent-, 
pp. stem of advenire; see prec. and -ITIOus1• 

(Cf. F. adventice.) 
adventure adve·ntJaJ tchance, luck; 

thazard, venture; trisk, peril XIII ; hazard
ous enterprise XIV. - (O)F. aventure = Pr., 
Sp. aventura, It. avventura :- Rom. *adven
tura, sb. use (sc. res thing) 'something about 
to happen', of fut. part. of ad venire ; see 
ADVENT, -URE. The form adv- is due to 
refash. in late OF. after L. So adve·nture 
vb. XIV. - (O)F. aventurer. adve·nturer. 
xv. -F. aventurier; see -ER2• adve·ntur
ous. XIV. -OF. aventureus. In XIV-XV 
aventure and aventurous appear often in the 
contr. forms aunter, auntrous, which were 
due to initial stress. Aphetic VENTURE. 

adverb re·dvaJb word that qualifies an ad
jective, a verb, or another adverb. xv. -F. 
adverbe (earlier taverbe) or L. adverbium, f. 
ad AD-+ verbum word, VERB; lit. rendering 
of Gr. en-lpprJI-<a(f. epi denoting addition, EPI
+rhema word). So adverbiAL :~dva•Jbi:~l 
XVII. -late L. or F. adve·rbially. xv; 
rendering L. adverbiiiliter (Charisius). 

adversaria redv:lJSE:l"ri:l miscellaneous col
lection of notes, etc. XVIII ( occas. earlier 
anglicized tadversaries). L., sb. use of n. 
pl. (sc. scripta writings) of adversiirius lying 
before one (see next), in mercantile use, 
collection of items as they occur (Cicero), 
waste-book, day-book. 

adversary re·dv:lJS:lri opponent, enemy. 
XIV. -OF. adversarie (mod. adversaire)- L. 
adversiirius opposed, opponent, f. adversus 
against ( cf. contrtirius contrary, f. contra) ; 
see next and -ARY. ME. and later Sc. had 
such forms as adversere, -aire, -air, -ar( e) 
-AN. adverser, OF. adversier (replacing 
pop. aversier), adversaire. 

adverse re·dvaJs hostile, opposing, un
favourable. XIV (Ch.). -later OF. advers, 
-se, refash. after L. of avers :- L. adversu-s 
standing opposite, hostile, pp. of advertere 
turn towards; see AD-, VERSE. 

adversity :ldva·Jsiti adverse fortune. XIII 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. adversite, refash. after L. 
of aversite- L. adversitiis opposition (Pliny), 
misfortune (Cassiodorus), f. adversus AD
VERSE; see -ITY. 

advert redva·lt (obs. or arch.) turn one's at
tention (L. animum advertere ANIMADVERT). 
xv. Earlier avert- (O)F. avertir (now only) 
admonish, warn :- Rom. *advertire; see 
prec, and for sp. cf. ADVERSE, ADVERTISE. 
The rei. adve·rtENCE (XIV, Ch.), -ENCY 
(XVII), -ENT (XVII) are now mainly repr. in 
the neg. INADVERTENCE, etc. 

advertise re·dv:utaiz (formerly, and still 
Sc. and U.S.) redv:~Jtai·z, inxvi-XVII adve·rtis 
ttake note of, notice xv (Lydg.); tdirect the 

lEDILE 

attention of; give notice of xv. f. adver
tiss-, lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) of F. 
tadvertir, refash. of avertir warn :- Rom. 
*advertire, for L. advertere (see ADVERSE). 
The F. forms avertir, tadvertir are repr. by 
tavert, ADVERT. The current form has been 
infl. by adve·rtiseMENT twarning, atten
tion ; notification, notice xv ; earlier avertise
ment - F. avertissement, tadvert-, f. the 
above vb. 

advice :ldvai•s topinion XIII (RGlouc.); 
tconsideration, deliberation ; counsel XIV ; 
information given xv (Caxton). ME. avis, 
avys- (O)F. avis = Pr. avis, Sp. aviso, It. 
avviso :-Rom. *advisum, f. L. ad AD-+ 
visum (as in mihi visum est it has seemed 
good to me, it is my opinion; cf. OF. ce 
m'est vis or avis), n. pp. of videre see (videri 
seem); cf. WIT. So advise :ldvai·z tobserve, 
consider ; trefl. take thought, reflect ( cf. F. 
s' aviser); counsel, warn XIV; inform XVI 
(Sh.). ME. avise, avyse- (O)F. aviser 
(refash. after L. tadviser) = Pr. avizar, Sp. 
avisar, It. tavvisare :- Rom. *advisiire, f. 
L. ad AD-+-vistire, for L. visere, f. vis-, 
videre. advisedly :~dvai·zidli twarily; 
tjudiciously; deliberately. xv. Superseded 
ME. tavisely, -ily (XIV), f. avisy - avise, 
pp. of (O)F. aviser, by substitution of pp. 
advised. 

advocate re·dv:>kat counsellor, counsel; 
intercessor XIV; maintainer XVIII. ME. 
avocat- (O)F. avocat- L. advociitus legal 
witness or counsellor, (later) advocate, 
attorney, (eccl.) of Christ as intercessor, sb. 
use of pp. of advocare call in as witness or 
counsellor, f. ad+vocare call; see AD-, 
VOCATION, -ATE3 • The mod. form with ad
(XIV) is due to latinization, first in OF. 
Aphetic tvocate, tvoket (xv). The pop. F. 
repr. of L. advocatus is avowJ, AN. avowe, 
advowe, whence legal Eng. advoWEE· patron 
of a benefice (xvn). So a·dvocate -eit vb. 
tintr. plead for XVII; trans. plead in favour 
of XVII. 

advowson advau·z:ln patronage of an eccle
siastical office, etc. ; right of presentation to 
a benefice. XIII (also aphetic voweson). -AN. 
a(d)voweson, a(d)voeson, OF. avoeson :- L. 
advociitiiinem, f. advocare ; see prec. and 
-ATION. The direct repr. of the L., advoca
tion (xv), formerly current in various senses, 
survives in Sc. law for the calling of an 
action before itself by a superior court. 

adytum re·ditam innermost shrine. XVII 
(occas. anglicized tadyt XVI). -Gr. dduton, 
sb. use of n. sg. of ddutos impenetrable, f. 
a- A-'+ddein enter. 

adze redz tool for cutting away the surface 
of wood. OE. adesa, whence ME. adese, later 
adys, addis, add(e)s; adz( e) dates from XVIII; 
peculiarly Eng.; of unkn. origin. 

redile i·dail ancient Roman magistrate 
superintending municipal works. XVI. L. 
redilis, sb. use of adj., prop. 'having to do 
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with buildings', f. redes, -is building (cf. 
EDIFICE); see -ILE. 

regis i·d3is defence, protection. XVIII. - L. 
-Gr. aigis shield of Zeus (in L. of Jupiter 
or Minerva), pop. assoc. with aig-, aix goat, 
as if 'shield of goatskin'. 

regrotat i·grout:oet, igrou·t:oet (in Eng. uni
versities) certificate of illness. XIX. 3rd pers. 
sg. pres. indic. of L. regri5tiire be sick, f. regr-, 
reger sick, ill. t]J .lEger i·d3a.I has been simi
larly used. 

.IE.neid i·niid, ini-id Virgil's epic. XVII. f. 
./Eneid-, stem of L . ./Eneis, f. /Eneas name of 
the hero of the poem; cf. F. Eneide, It. 
Eneide. Before the mod. period most freq. 
in genitive formEneydos (xrv-xvr), -idos (xvr) 
- L . ./Eneidos (sc. libri books); from XVI the 
L. nom. .!Eneis has been often used ; in 
XVI-XVII /Eneas, ./Enead occurred; sporadic 
exx. of anglicized forms (e.g. eneyde) are 
found in XV ; the anglicized pl. denoting the 
whole poem appears in xvr, whence the sg. 
form (xviii) used for a single book. 

.IE.olian iou·lian pert. to lEolis (Aiolis) or 
.lEolus (Aiolos). XVIII. f. L. ./Eolius f. (i) 
.lEolis or lEolia, ancient district of Asia 
Minor, (ii) lEolus, mythical god of the 
winds; see -IAN. So .IE.olic i<>·lik of lEolis. 
XVII. - L. .!Eolicus- Gr. Aiolik6s. 

a:on i·<>n age of the universe. XVII (H. 
More). -ceciL. rei5n- Gr. aion age, rei. to 
L. revum (cf. AGE, AYl). 

aerate ei·areit, ea•reit expose to or supply 
with air. XVIII. f. L. iier AIR+·ATE 3, after 
F. at!rer, itself a learned formation on the 
L. sb. So aerA·TION. XVI (rare before XIX). 

aerial ea·ri;>l, (formerly) eii;>·ri;>l pert. to or 
resembling air or the atmosphere. xvn 
(eriall, Sh.). f. L. aerius (-Gr. at!rios, f. aer-, 
a~r AIR)+·AL; occas. taereal (xv:r-xvii) is 
f. L. iiereus. Also taereous, -ious (xvr-xvu), 
aerian (xvu); cf. F. aereux, aerien. 

aerie see EYRIE. 
aero- ea·rou ei·arou, comb. form of Gr. 
ii~r AIR, in many techn. terms, some of 
which are - F. terms in aero-; Gr. had 
iierometreln measure the air, iieroskopiii 
divination by observation of the atmosphere. 
ae·rodrome, t(i) aeroplane xrx; (ii) course 
for flying-machines XX; in (i)-Gr. aero
dr6mos traversing the air; in (ii) f. Gr. dr6mos 
course (cf. HIPPODROME). ae:rODYNA·MIC, 
-res; cf. F. aerodynamique. ae·roMANCY 
divination by air. xrv (-ance Gower). -OF. 
ae·ronaut navigator in the air XVIII. -F. 
aeronaute, f. Gr. nazites sailor (cf. NAUTICAL). 
ae·roplane, t(i) plane of a flying-machine; 
(ii) heavier-than-air flying-machine xrx; in 
(i) f. PLANE 3 ; in (ii)- F. aeroplane, f. Gr. 
-pianos wandering (see PLANET). ae·rostat 
balloon, etc. XVIII. -F. at!rostat, f. Gr. 
stat6s standing, f. *sta- STAND. 

aery1 ei·;>ri, e;>·ri aerial; etherial. xvr (in 
later use poet. ; a favourite with Milton).- L. 
aerius, f. aer AIR; the suffix has been assoc. 
with -Y1• 

AFFECT 

aery2 see EYRIE. 
a:ruginous i;>rii·d3inas like copper-rust. 

XVII. - L. reriiginosus, f. reriigin-, nom. reriigi5 
verdigris, f. rer-, res brass ; see -ous. 

.IE.sculapian iskjulei·pian medicinal, medi
cal. XVII. f . .!Esculapius, ancient Roman god 
of medicine; see -IAN. 

a:sthetic ispe·tik, U.S. es- xrx (but used oc
cas. before 1 8oo in the Kantian sense 'pert. 
to the philosophy of sensuous perception'). 
The current sense 'pert. to the criticism of 
the beautiful or to the theory of taste' is de
rived ult. (through F. esthetique- G. iisthetik) 
from the title of A. T. Baumgarten's 
'lEsthetica' (1750), which treats of the criti
cism of taste considered as a philosophical 
theory. -Gr. aisthetik6s, f. aisthetd things 
perceptible by the senses, f. alsthesthai per
ceive (*aFisth-, rei. to L. audio I hear :
*awizdio); see -rc. Also sb. a:sthe·trcs. 
XIX (Crabb Robinson, Carlyle). Hence 
a:sthete i·spit XIX; pro b. after athlete, 
athletic, but cf. Gr. aistheds one who per
ceives . 

restival istai·v;>l pert. to the summer or 
the summer solstice. XIV. Also, as in early 
use, estival- (O)F. estival- L. restiviilis, f. 
restivus, f. ;estus heat; see -IVE, -AL. The 
analogical pronunc. is e·stival, but esth1al 
is evidenced XVI ( cf. autu·mnal) ; the sp. 
with re- is now prevalent, exc. in U.S. 

a:tiology iti;:d;>d3i doctrine of cause or 
causation. XVI. -late L. ;etiologia (Isidore) 
- Gr. aitiologfii, f. aitia cause+ -logia -LOGY. 

af- assim. form of AD- before f; cf. AC-. 
afar ;>fa·.:r from or at a distance. xu. ME. 
of fear, onferr, later a fer, afar, i.e. OF from, 
oN, FAR; phrasal substitute for OE. feorran 
far off, from far, perh. after late L. de lange, 
ii lange, (O)F. de loin, au loin. 

afeard afi;>·.Id (dial., arch.) afraid. OE. 
iifrered, pp. of iifreran frighten; see A- 3 and 
FEAR. Superseded in gen. use by AFRAID 
(cf. 'nat afered nor affrayed', Ch.). 

affable re·fabl complaisant of manner. XVI. 
- (O)F. affable- L. affiibilis easy to be 
spoken to, f. affiiri address, f. ad+fari 
speak; see AF-, FABLE, -ABLE. So affa
BI'LITY. XV. - (O)F. 

affair afea· .I business, concern. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. afer(e), affer(e)- AN. afere, OF. 
afaire (mod. affaire), f. phr. afaire do (repr. 
L. ad,jacere; see AD, FACT). For the forma
tion and meaning cf. ADO, TO-DO. 

affect1 afe·kt taim at xv; have a liking for 
XVI; display or assume openly xvr (Sh.); 
assume or pretend falsely XVII. -F. affecter 
or L. affectiire aim at, aspire to, endeavour 
or pretend to have, f. affect-, pp. stem of 
afficere put to, (refl.) apply oneself to; see 
next. So affectA·TION. XVI. -F. affectation 
or L. affectiitio(n-), f. affectiire. 

affect 2 afe·kt lay hold of, attack; impress, 
influence, move. XVII. -F. affecter or f. L. 

[r6] 



AFFECTED 

affect-, pp. stem of ajjicere act upon, influ
ence, f. ad AF-+facere do. Like the F. vb., 
has been infl. by the earlier AFFECTION. 

affected :lfe·ktid (i) tsought after, cher
ished; assumed; full of affectation, artificial 
XVI; pp. of AFFECT1• (ii) having (a certain) 
disposition or affection XVI; f. L. affectus 
disposed, pp. of afficere (see prec.)+-ED1 • 

(iii) laid hold of, attacked, infected XVII; pp. 
of AFFECT 2• 

affection afe·kf;m emotion, feeling XIII 
(AncrR.); disposition XIV (R. Mannyng); 
bodily state, spec. abnormal XVI. - (O)F. 
affection- L. affectio(n-) (favourable) dis
position or inclination, f. afficere AFFECT 2• 

So affe·ctionate taffected, esp. unduly or 
wilfully; tkindly inclined; fond, loving. XVI. 
- medL. affectioniitus devoted, or its deriv. 
F. affectionne, which was itself anglicized as 
taffectioned (xvi); see -ATE2 • Earlier syno
nyms were taffectual XV (- OF. affectuel), 
taffectuous XIV (-OF. affectueux, late L. 
affectuosus). affective <lfe·ktiv pert. to the 
emotions. xv. - F. affectif, -ive - late L. 
affectivus, f. L. affect-; see AFFECT 2 and -IVE. 

affiance OJfai·:lns (arch.) trust, confidence. 
XIV. -OF. afiance, f. after (whence taffy 
XIV-XVII) :- medL. affidiire bind oneself in 
loyalty, f. L. ad AF-+fidiire trust, f. fidus 
trusty, rei. to fides FAITH; see -ANCE. 

affiche ::efi·J placard. XVIII. F., f. afficher 
:-Rom. *affigicare, f. L. ad AF- +fig ere FIX. 

affidavit ::efidei·vit statement confirmed 
by oath. XVII (Jonson). 3rd sg. pt. ofmedL. 
affidare declare on oath (see AFFIANCE). 

affiliate OJfi·lieit adopt; fix the paternity of. 
XVIII. f. pp. stem of medL. affiliiire, f. ad 
AF-+filius son (see FILIAL); prob. after F. 
affilier; see -ATE 3 • So affiliA·TION. XVIII. 
-F.- medL.; cf. FILIATION. 

affinity afi·niti relationship (spec. by mar
riage) XIV; (nat. hist., chem.) structural 
likeness XVIII. -OF. afinite (mod. affinite) 
- L. affinitas, f. affinis related, lit. bordering 
on, f. ad AF-+finis border; see FINIS, -ITY. 

affirm afa·Jm assert strongly, make solemn 
declaration. XIV. ME. afferme- OF. afermer 
(mod. affirmer) :- L. affirmare, f. ad AF-+ 
firmus FIRM. In XVI the sp. was assim. to L., 
as in F. So affirmA·TION. xv. -F. or L. 
Earlier taffi·rmANCE. XIV. -OF. affi·rm
ATIVE. XV. - (O)F. -late L. 

affix refi · ks fix or fasten to, on. xv (first in 
Sc. pp. affix(i)t). - (O)F. affixer or medL. 
affixiire, f. ad AF- + fixiire FIX. So affix 
::e·fiks sb. PREFIX or SUFFIX. XVII. 

afHatus OJflei·t<ls rush of prophetic or poetic 
inspiration. XVII. - L. afflatus, f. afflat-, 
pp. stem, of afflare blow upon, f. ad AF- + 
flare BLOW1 • 

afHict afli·kt tdash down xrv; trouble 
grievously XVI. - L. afflictare or f. afflict-, 
pp. stem of affligere dash against, throw 
down, distress, f. ad AF- + fligere strike; 

AFLOAT 

partly after pp. tafflict (in xrv-xv ajlight) 
orig. -OF. aflit :- L. afflictu-s. So afHi·c
TION. XIV. - (O)F.- L. (esp. eccl.). 

afHuent ::e·fluOJnt flowing in abundance xv; 
wealthy XVIII; sb. feeder of a river XIX. 
- (O)F. affluent- L. affluent-, -ens, prp. of 
affluere flow towards, f. ad AF-+fluere flow 
(see FLUENT). So a·fHUENCE profusion XIV j 
wealth XVII. - F. - L. 

afHux ::e·flAks flowing of humours, etc. 
towards a point. XVII. - medL. affluxus, f. 
afflux-, affluere; see prec. Cf. F. afflux. 

afford aHi·Jd tset forward, carry out OE.; 
manage, provide the means xv; grant, yield 
XVI. Late OE. gefor]Jian advance, promote, 
accomplish, f. ge- v-+forpian further, pro
mote, f. forp forward, FORTH. Typical ME. 
forms were iforoen, aforth(e); after the re
duction of the prefix to a-, the sp. was 
assim. to words of L. origin in aff-; for the 
change of th to d cf. burden, murder. 

afforest refa·rist convert into forest. xv. 
- medL. afforestare (Charter of Forests, 
temp. Henry III), f. ad AF-+foresta FOREST. 
So afforestA·TION. XVII. - medL. 

affray afrei· (arch.) alarm, startle, frighten. 
XIV. -AN. afrayer, OF. effreer, esfreer 
(mod. effrayer) = Pr. esfredar :- Rom. 
*exfridare, f. L. ex Ex-1 +Rom. "'fridus, 
-Germ. "'frijJuz peace (whence OE. frip 
FRITH1); lit. 'remove from peace'. The pp. 
af(f)rayed alarmed, in a state of fear, has 
become a distinct word, AFRAID. So affray· 
sb. tattack, alarm, disturbance XIV; violent 
breach of the peace xv. -AN. affrai, for 
OF. effrei, esfrei, f. the vb. Aphetic FRAY1• 

affright afrai·t (arch.) frighten. XVI. f. tal
fright frightened, ME. affri!Jt, OE. afyrhted, 
pp. of *afyrhtan, collateral with offyrhtan. 
Hence affri·ght sb. XVI (Spenser). 

affront afrA·nt insult (one) openly to his 
face; put to the blush. xrv. -OF. afronter 
strike in the face (mod. affronter) = Pr., 
Sp. afrontar, It. affrontare :- Rom. "'affron
tiire, f. L. phr. ad frontem to the face; see 
AF-, FRONT. Hence affro·nt sb. XVI j cf. F. 
affront. 

affusion :lfjii'3<ln pouring water on the body 
in baptism. XVII. - late L. affiisio(n-), f. 
affiis-, affundere; see AF-, FUSION. 

afield afi·ld on or to the field OE.; abroad 
xv. ME. o felde, a felde, OE. on felda; i.e. 
ON, A-\ and dative of FIELD. 

afire afaia•J (arch., dial.) on fire. XIII. ME. 
afiire, o jure, i.e. a, ON, A-\ and dative of 
FIRE, 

aflame aflei·m ablaze, glowing. XVI. f. A-1 

+FLAME, after AFIRE. 
afloat OJflou·t on the water or the sea. ME. 

on fiote (xu), o flote on the sea, at sea, i.e. 
ON, A-\ and dative of OE. flot sea (see 
FLOAT1); in ME. partly after ON. d flot, 
dfloti and OF. enflot; from XVI pro b. a new 
formation. 



AFOOT 

afoot afu·t on foot (lit. and fig.). XIII. ME. 
afote, i.e. ON, A-', and dative of FOOT; partly 
after ON. df6tum. 

afore af5a·~ (arch.) in front, in advance. OE. 
onforan, ME. on-, aforen, reinforced by XIV 
afore, f. ON+obs.fore adv. and prep. Hence 
tafo·rehand, afo·retime(s), afo·resaid 
(XIV), modelled on BEFOREHAND, -TIME, tbe

foresaid (XIII). afo·rethought premeditated 
(leg. phr. malice a.) XVI; thought, pp. of 
THI!'!K; after tprepensed (see PREPENSE). 

afraid afrei·d in fear. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
ME. af(f)raied, -ayed, pp. of AFFRAY used as 
adj. after AN. afraye; superseded AFEARD. 
The sp. -aid dates from XVI; cf. STAID. 

afreet, afrit re·frit (also efreet) evil demon 
of Mohammedan mythology. XVIII. -Arab. 
'ifrit- Pers. iifarid creature, f. iifridan create. 

afresh afre·J anew. xv. Earlier of jresh 
(xv-xvi), after ANEW; see A- 2, FRESH, and cf. 
OF. de frais recently. 

Africa!! re·frikan pert. to Af~ica. XIII (La3.). 
- L. Africiinus (Cicero), f. Africa, sb. use of 
fern. (sc. terra land) of Africus, f. Afri (sg. 
.Afer) ancient people of N. Africa; see -AN 
and cf. F. africain, etc. 

Afrikaner (older Africander, -kander) 
refrikii·na.I (-krenda.I) white native of S. 
Africa. XIX. -Afrikaans, earlier (Cape) Du. 
Afrikaander, f. Afrikaan ( s b.) African+- -d)er, 
pers. suff., after Hollander Dutchman. So 
Afrikaans refrikii ·ns Cape Dutch, the taal. 
xx. var. of Afrikaansch. 

aft aft (prop. naut.) in or near the hinder 
part. XVII (fore and aft). pro b. alteration of 
earlier abaft, baft, after LG., Du. achter 
abaft, AFTER; there is no historical con
nexion with OE. ceftan behind. 

after a·fta.I behind in place or time. OE. 
cefter adv. and prep. = OFris. efter, OS., 
OHG. aftar, -er (Du. achter), ON. aptr adv. 
(eptir prep.), Goth. aftra back, again; 
CGerm. adv., prob. compar. deriv. of *af
in OE. ceftan from behind, OS. at[aftan, 
ON. aptan, Goth. aftana; perh. to be re
ferred to IE. "'op- in Gr. opiso behind, again, 
or "'ap- in Gr. ap6 OF. Hence a·fter adj., 
in OE. cefter(r)a; later the adv. in attrib. 
use (cf. next). 

after- a·ft;u the adv.-prep. AFTER in comb., 
fixed or transitory, with sbs., adjs., and vbs., 
in variou'l relations and senses, 'hinder', 
'subsequent(ly)', 'eventual(ly)', 'subordi
nate(ly)'. (OE. had e.g. cefterboren post
humous, cefterfolgere successor, ceftergield 
additional payment, cefterriip crupper.) 

after-birth a·fta.Ib:l.ip placenta. XVI (also 
tafter-burthen). perh. directly- G. after
biirde (Luther, Deut. xxviii 57), also after
geburt; cf. Ice!. eftirburor, OSw. efterbOrd, 
Da. efterbyrd j see AFTER-, BIRTH. 

aftermath il'fta.Imrep second crop of grass 
XVI j esp. fig. XVII. f. AFTER·+MATH. 

aftermost a·fta~most most aft. xvm. f. 
AFTER (in naut. use, as after sails)+·MOST, 

AGATE 

(There is no historical connexion with OE. 
reftemest, Goth. aftumists last, latest, or the 
occas. early ME. aftermest.) 

afternoon afta.mii ·n time between midday 
and evening. XIII. f. AFTER-+ NOON j cf. late 
L. postmeridiem adv. (medL. postmeridies 
afternoon meal), F. apres-midi. 

afterward a·fta.Iwa.Id tbehind OE.; sub
sequently XIII. Late OE. cefterwearde (see 
AFTER, -WARD), to which corr. an adj. ;efter
weard latter part of, of which ceftan-, cefte
weard are collateral forms. 

ag- assim. form of AD- before g; cf. AC-. 

aga, agha ii·ga Ottoman title of distinction. 
XVI. - Turk. iighii master, lord. 

again :Jge·n, agei·n adv. tin the opposite 
direction, back OE.; tin return XIII; once 
more, anew XIV; tprep. towards, opposite, 
against. OE., WS. ongean, ongen, later agen, 
Anglian ongregn, ongegn, whence typical ME. 
forms a;en, ayen, and a;ain, a;ein; corr. to 
OS. angegin, OHG. ingagan, ingegin(i), . 
MHG. engegene, engein (G. entgegen oppo
site), ON. igegn against (Sw. igen, Da. igjen 
again, anew); CGerm. (exc. Goth.) phr. 
f. ON (varying with IN)+*gagan-, *gagin
direct, straight (cf. OE. gegn, ON. gegn 
straight), the orig. meaning being 'in a 
direct line (with)'; the Germ. base *gag- is 
of unkn. origin. 
The native forms in aJ-, ay- did not 

survive beyond XVI, being superseded uni
versally by forms in ag-, derived from 
Scand. and appearing first in northern and 
eastern texts XIII. Aphetic gain survives in 
GAINSAY. 

against :~ge·nst, :~gei·nst opposite (now 
only in over against) ; in resistance to XII ; 
in opposition to; in return for XI!!. ME. 
aJ<enes, a;eines, a3aines, aJens, f. a;ein, etc.+ 
-es; see AGAIN, -s. For the parasitic -t cf. 
AMIDST. Apheticgainst (xvi, Spenser), often 
sp. 'gainst. 

agamous re·g:Jm:Js (bioi.) non-sexual. XIX. 
f. late L. agamus- Gr. dgamos unmarried, 
f. a- A-4+gdmos marriage; see GAMo-, -ous. 

agape1 agei·p gaping. xvn (Milton). f. 
A-1 +GAPE. 

agape 2 re•g:Jpi love-feast. XVII (used earlier 
and later in Gr. letters aya7TTJ). -Gr. agdpe 
brotherly love, f. agapiin vb. love. Hence 
(irreg. formed) agapemone a!gapi·m:~ni 
'abode of love' (Gr. mone abode). XIX. 

agar-agar ei·garei·gii.I East Indian sea
weed. XIX. Malay. 

agaric re·g;Jrik, :Jgre·rik kind of fungus. 
xv. - L. agaricum (Pliny)- Gr. agarikon, 
said by Dioscorides to be named from 
Agaria in Sarmatia; see -Ic. 

agate re·g:~t variety of chalcedony. XVI. 
- (O)F. agate, also tagathe (cf. It. agata) 
- L. achii-tes- Gr. akhdtes. The older F. 
form ac(h)ate was adopted in ME. (xm). 



AGAVE 

agave ;}gei'VI American aloe. XVIII. 
modL. adoption as generic name of L. Agave 
-Gr. Agaud, mythological name (daughter 
of Cadmus and Harmonia), prop. fern. of 
agau6s illustrious. 

age eid3 period of existence or of time; 
time of life. XIII. -OF. age, earlier aage, 
eage (mod. age) = Pr. atge :- Gallo-Rom. 
•retiiticum, f. L. retiit-, retiis, earlier revitiis, 
f. revum age of time; see JEON. Hence age 
grow old XIV; make old XVII. agED1 ei·d3id 
having lived long xv; eid3d of the age of (so
and-so) XVII; after F. age; see -ED1• 

-age -id3 suffix repr. (O)F. -age = Pr. 
-atge, It. -aggio :- L. -iiticu-s, -ATIC. (For 
the Rom. extended use of -iiticum see AGE, 
COURAGE.) The meanings are typified by 
baggage, carriage, cartage, damage, dotage, 
hermitage, homage, language, luggage, mar
riage, passage, tillage, tonnage, vicarage, 
village. In badinage, barrage, camouflage, 
entourage, garage, sabotage the suffix is 
pronounced ii3. 

agenda ;}d3e•nd;} things to be done, e.g. 
items of business to be considered. XVII. 
- L., pl. of agendum (also current), sb. use 
of n. gerundive of agere (see next). 

agent ei·d3;}nt one who (that which) acts 
or operates. xv. - L. agent-, agens, sb. use 
of prp. of agere do; perh. through It. agente, 
whence (ace. to R. Etienne) F. agent (XVI); 
see -ENT. So a·gENCY. XVII. - medL. 
agentia, whence also F. agence. 

L. agere drive, pursue, occupy oneself with, 
carry on, perform, act (a play), do, is f. IE. 
•ag- drive, lead, whence also Skr. djati, Av. 
azaiti drives, Arm. acem I bring, Olr. -aig 
leads, Gr. dgein lead, ON. aka drive a vehicle, 
carry. (j[Forotherderivs. of the base see ACT, 
AGILE, AGITATE, AGONY, AMBIGUOUS, COAGU
LATE, COGENT, COGITATE, EXACT, EXAMINE, 
EXIGENT, EXIGUOUS, PRODIGAL. 

agglomerate regl;J•m;>reit gather into a 
mass. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. agglomeriire, 
f. ad AG-+glomus ball, mass, partly through 
F. agglomber; see -ATE 3

• So agglomerA·
TION. XVIII. - F. or L. 

agglutinate ;>g!iu·tineit fasten as with glue. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. agglutiniire, f. ad AG-+ 
glUten GLUE; see -ATE 3, So agglutinA·TION. 
XVI. agglu·tinATIVE (of languages, first 
used by Max Muller, r86r). 

aggrandize re·gr;~ndaiz make or make 
to appear greater. XVII. f. agrandiss-, 
lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) of (O)F. agrandir 
prob.- It. aggrandire, f. a- AG-+grandire 
- L. grandire, f. grandis GRAND; the ending 
was assim. to verbs in -ise, -IZE. So aggran
dizeMENT ~~grre·ndizm;>nt. XVII. - F. 
agrandissement. 

aggravate re·gr;>veit tload, burden; add 
weight or gravity to XVI; incense, provoke 
XVII. f. pp. stem ofL. aggraviire, f. ad AG-+ 
gravis heavy, GRAVE; pro b. through F. 
aggraver; see -ATE 3• So aggravA·noN. xv. 

AGNAIL 

toppression (Caxton); (eccl.) censure XVI; 
increasing in gravity XVII. - F. - medL. 

aggregate re·grigeit collected into one 
body (now techn.) xv; sb. -;>t sum total, 
entire mass xv. - L. aggregiitus, pp. of 
aggregiire, f. ad AG-+greg-, grex flock (cf. 
GREGARIOus). So a·ggregate -eit vb. (see 
-ATE 3), aggregA'TION XV. 

aggression ;>gre·J;>n unprovoked assault. 
XVII. -F. agression or L. aggressio(n-), f. 
aggress-, pp. stem of aggredi attack, f. ad 
AG- + gradi walk, step, f. grad us step, GRADE; 
see -ION. So aggre·ssiVE. XIX; perh. after F. 

aggrieve ;>·griv bear heavily upon. XIV. 
ME. agreve - OF. agrever make heavier :
L. aggravare AGGRAVATE. The sp. was assim. 
to L. (with agg-) from xv, the F. word being 
latinized to aggraver. (A Rom. by-form 
•aggreviiire gave OF. agregier, whence Eng. 
taggrege XIV-XVII.) 

aghast ;>ga·st dumbfounded. xm. ME. 
agast, short form of pp. of tagaste frighten, 
strengthened form (with A- 3) of tgaste, app. 
:- OE. g:Estan, which is, however, recorded 
only once and with the sense 'torment'. 
The sp. with gh, established from XVIII, is 
due to assoc. with GHASTLY. 

agile re•d3ail nimbly active. xv (Wyntoun). 
- (O)F. agile- L. agilis, f. agere; see AGENT, 
-ILE. SoagiliTY ;>d3i·liti. XIV. -(O)F.-L. 

agio re•d3iou percentage of charge for ex
change. XVII. - It. aggio, of unkn. origin; so 
F., Du. agio. So a·giotAGE speculation in 
stock. XIX. - F. agiotage, f. agioter specu
late, f. agio, with connective t. 

agist ;>d3i·st take in live stock at a certain 
rate XVI; subject to a charge XVII. -OF. 
agister (mod. agiter), f. a AD-+gister lodge 
:-Rom. •jacitiire, frequent. of jacere (cf. 
ADJACENT). So agi·stMENT. XVI. -OF. 

agitate re·d3iteit excite, disturb; tact as 
agent; discuss. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
agitiire move to and fro, frequent. of agere 
(see AGENT, -ATE3

); cf. (O)F. agiter. So 
agitA·TION. XVI. -F. or L. (Public 'agita
tion' first in 1828.) a·gitATOR. XVII. - L. 
agitator. (First used in 1647 in the sense of 
'agent' for the delegates of private soldiers 
in the Parliament of 1647-9; political agita
tor in the present sense dates from XVIII.) 

aglet, aiglet re·glit, ei·glit tag; catkin. xv. 
- (O)F. aiguillette, dim. of aiguille needle :
late L. aciicula pine-needle, dim. of acus 
needle ( cf. ACID). Cf. AIGlJILLE. 

agley, agly ;}glai·, ;>g!i· (Sc.) crooked, 
awry. XVIII (Burns). f. A1- tgley, gly (xm) 
squint; cf. Sc. aglied (XVII) squintingly. 

agnail re·gneil tcorn on the foot OE.; 
whitlow XVI ; sore piece of skin at the root 
of a nail xvm. OE. angnregl, corr. to OFris. 
ongneil, OHG. ungnagel (G. dial. anneglen, 
einnegeln); f. •ayg- compressed, tight, pain
ful (cf. ANGursH)+nregl NAIL, in the sense 
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AGNATE 

of 'hard excrescence in the flesh' (cf. L. 
clavus and F. clou used of a metal nail and 
a corn on the foot). The two later senses 
have arisen from assoc. of -nail with the 
finger-nail; in the last sense also dial. hang
nail (xvn) and Sc. anger-nail. 

agnate re·gneit kinsman by the father's 
side ; kinsman by descent from a common 
male ancestor. xv. - L. agmitus, f. ad AD-+ 
"'(g)mitus born (cf. NATURE). See also 
ADNATE. 

agnize re·gnaiz recognize. XVI. f. L. 
agnoscere (f. ad AG-+"'(g)noscere KNow), 
after cognize, recognize. 

agnomen regnou·men second cognomen. 
xvm. - L. agnomen, f. ad AG-+"'(g)nomen 
NAME. 

agnostic regno·stik holding that nothing 
is knowable beyond material phenomena. 
r869. f. A- 4 +GNOSTIC; invented by Thomas 
Henry Huxley (1825-95) when a member 
of the Metaphysical Society to express his 
attitude of mind in contrast with that of 
contemporary 'gnostics'; see his own ac
count in 'Agnosticism' and 'Agnosticism 
and Christianity' in Collected Essays (r9oo), 
vol. v, pp. 239, 309. There was no allusion to 
the use of Gr. dgnostos (unknown) in Acts 
xvii 23 CAyvwaTCp e€;p to an unknown god). 

Agnus Dei re·gn;:,s di·ai, a·gnus dtd part of 
the canon of the mass beginning with these 
words. XIV. L., 'Lamb of God'. 

ago ;:,gou·, (arch. and dial.) agone ;:,go·n 
gone by, past. xrv. pp. of ME. tago, OE. 
iigiin pass away, corr. to OS. iigangan, OHG. 
irgangan, irgiin (G. ergehen), Goth. usgaggan; 
see A- 3, GO. Used first to qualify an expres
sion of time in adv. phr., e.g. ago fif ye1· five 
years passed, longe tyme agoo; later as an 
adv. in long ago at a time long distant. 

agog ;:,go·g in eager expectation. xv. prob. 
modelled (with assim. to formations with 
A-1) on late OF. en gogues (cf. 'Estre en ses 
gogues, to be frolicke, lustie ... all a-hoit, 
in a pleasant humour', Cotgr.), i.e. en IN, 
pl. of gogue merriment, pleasantry, of unkn. 
origin. 

agony re·gani anguish of mind XIV (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible); death struggle XVI; extreme 
bodily suffering xvu. - (O)F. agonie or late 
L. agonia- Gr. agoniii contest, mental 
struggle, f. ag6n contest, struggle, rei. to 
dgein; see AGENT, -Y3

• So a·gon!ZE torment 
XVI; suffer agony xvu; contend xvm. -F. 
agoniser, late L. agoniziire (after Gr. 
agon(zesthai). 

agoraphobia re:gar;:,fou·bia morbid dread 
of public places. XIX. modL., irreg. f. Gr. 
agord (place of) assembly, market-place, rel. 
to L. grex flock; see GREGARIOUS, -PHOBIA. 

agouti agii·ti W. Indian animal of the cavy 
family. XVII (Purchas). -F. agouti or Sp. 
aguti- Tupi aguti. 

agrarian ;:>gre;:,·ri;:,n pert. to the land. xvn. 
f. L. agrarius, f. agr-, ager land ; see ACRE, 

AHUNGERED 

-ARIAN. Used first with ref. to the lex 
agraria of ancient Rome (cf. the law agrarie, 
Bellenden's 'Livy', 1533). 

agree agri· tplease, become favourable, 
accede XIV (Ch.); be in harmony or accord 
xvr. - (O)F. agreer = Pr., Sp. agradar, It. 
aggradare :-Rom. "'aggratare, f. L. ad AG-+ 
griitus pleasing, agreeable (cf. GRACE). So 
agree·ABLE pleasing, harmonious, suitable. 
xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. agrt!able. Hence agree·
ably. XIV (Ch.) j see -LY 2, agree·MENT 
accord, covenant; concord. XIV. 

agriculture re·grikAltJ;:,.I cultivation of the 
soil. XVII. - F. agriculture or L. agricultiira, 
i.e. agri cultiira tillage of the land; see ACRE, 
CULTURE. Hence agricu·lturAL xvnr, agri
cu·lturalrsT (cf. naturalist) xrx, agricu·l
turrsT XVIII. 

agrimony re·grimani plant of the genus 
Eupatoria. Earlier egre-, egrimoigne, -moine 
(xrv, Ch.). - (O)F. aigremoine; the later 
agrimony (xv), with var. tegri-, is based 
directly on agrimonia, misreading for L. 
argemonia (Pliny, Celsus)- Gr. argem6ne 
poppy (Dioscorides), f. drgemon white spot 
on the eye (which the plant was reputed to 
cure), f. argb, argos white, shining (cf. 
ARGENT). 

agro- re·grou comb. form of Gr. agr6s field, 
ACRE. 

agrostis agm·stis genus of grasses. XVIII. 
late L. - Gr. dgrostis, f. agr6s (see prec.). 

aground ;:,grau·nd ton or to the ground 
XIII; on or to the bottom of shallow water 
XVI. f. A-1 +GROUND; cf. ON. d grunn into 
the shallows. 

ague ei·gju tacute fever XIV (PPI.); malarial 
fever XIV (Ch.). -OF. ague:- medL. aciita, 
sb. use (sc. febris fever) of fern. of L. aciitus 
ACUTE. Earlier ME. tfever agu- OF. fievre 
ague- L. febris aciita (Celsus). 

ah a int. XIII. Earliest form a- OF. a 
(later and mod. ah); cf. It., Sp. ah, and 
similar forms in various langs., as L. a, ah, 
Gr. a, ad, OHG. a (G. ah), Lith. a, aa, Skr. 
a. (OE. had iF, ea, ON. re.) Combination 
with HA produced aha aha· XIII (Cursor 
M.); so in L., (M)HG., etc. 

ahead ahe·d (orig. naut.) at the head; in 
front (of); forward, onward. XVII. Earlier 
ton head (xvi); see A-1, HEAD. 

ahem (;:,)hm excl. to attract attention, or 
used in hesitating speech. XVIII. var. of HEM 
with the 'indeterminate' vowel a prefixed. 

ahoy ahoi· (naut.) call used in hailing. 
XVIII. f. a, AH+HOYl. 

ahungered ;:,hA·I)ga.Id (arch.) hungry. XIV. 
prob. repr. a var. of ME. ofhungred, offin
gred, OE. ofhyngrod, pp. of ofhyngran, f. of-, 
A- 2 +hyngran be hungry, f. HUNGER; by 
confusion of A- 2 (of) and A-1 (on) altered to 
anhu·ngered XIV (as in Tindale, Matt. xii I, 
whence in A.V.); so ta(n)hungry XVII. 



AI 

ai ii"i S. American sloth. xvn. - native 
Brazilian word repr. the animal's cry, prob. 
through F. at (thay, thaiit). 

aid eid help, assistance. xv. -OF. aide 
(mod. aide) = Pr. ajud(h)a, Sp. ayuda :
Rom. *adjuta, sb. use of fern. pp. of adju
vare. So aid vb. xv. -OF. aidier (mod. 
aider) = Pr. ajudar :- L. adjutare, frequent. 
of adjuvare, f. ad AD-+juvare help, assist. 

aide-de-camp eid da ka officer who assists 
a general. XVII. F., lit. 'camp assistant' 
(aide, f. aider AID, de of, camp CAMP). 

aigrette ei·gret spray of gems, etc.; feathery 
tuft, bundle of rays, etc. xvu (regret, egrette). 
-F. aigrette; see EGRET. 

aiguille ei·gwi(l) slender sharp-pointed 
rock. XIX.- F., needle ( = It. aguglia, etc.):
Rom. *acucula, dim. of acus needle (cf. 
ACID). So aiguillette eigwile·t ornamental 
tag. XIX. F., dim. of aiguille; see -ETTE. 

ail eil (arch.) trouble, afflict; be ill (now 
in prp. ailing). OE. eglan, eglian, f. egle 
troublesome, rei. to Goth. agls disgraceful, 
aglo oppression, uslagljan oppress; further 
connexions doubtful. Hence ai·lMENT. 
XVIII, 

ailanto eilre·ntou large E. Indian tree. XIX. 
-Native name in Amboyna, whence modL. 
ailantus, -thus (after Gr. dnthos flower). 

aileron ei-lar.m small hinged flap on an 
aeroplane. xx. -F. aileron, dim. of aile 
wing (see ALATE2), 

aim eim testimate; calculate a course or 
direction XIV; direct (a missile, blow) XIV. 
ME. ame, later ayme, aime; partly- OF. 
amer, dial. var. of esmer ( = Pr. esmar, It. 
stimare) :- L. restimare (see ESTIMATE); 
partly- OF. aesmer, aemer, Pr. azesmar, 
OSp. a(e)smar :- L. *ad::estimiire (see AD-), 

Hence (or- OF. aesme, aeme, esme, aime) 
aim sb. XIV. f. the vb. 

air Ea.I A. fluid enveloping the earth XIII 
(AncrR.); B. outward appearance, manner 
XVI (Sh.); C. melody, tune XVI (Sh.). prop. 
three words, but, as in F., the earliest has 
absorbed the others. In A, ME. eir, later 
air, ayr- (O)F. air = Pr. air( e), Sp. aire, 
Pg. ar, It. aere, taire, Rum. aier- L. aerem, 
nom. tier- Gr. tier, rei. to iiemi I blow, aura 
breeze (cf. AURA). In B,- F. air (xvi, Mon
taigne), pro b. repr. OF. aire place, site, race, 
stock, disposition, quality ( cf. de bon aire 
DEBONAIR) = Pr. aire, agre nest, family, 
stock (cf. EYRIE) :- L. agrum, nom. ager 
territory (cf. ACRE), infl. by L. area AREA. 
In C, like later F. air (xvu), repr. It. aria, 
orig. :- L. (Gr.) tiera, ace. of tier, but later 
infl. by OF. aire, from which it derived 
the meanings 'quality', 'nature', 'manner', 
whence was developed that of 'tune' (perh. 
after G. weise (i) manner, (ii) tune). Hence 
air vb. XVI. ai ·ry XIV; see -Y 1• 

Airedale Ea·xdeil name of a district in the 
W. Riding of Yorkshire, epithet of a breed 
of terrier. XIX. 

AL-

airt E:Jlt (Sc.) point of the compass, direc
tion. XIV (art, Cursor M.). -Gaelic aird, 
ard ( = Olr. aird, Ir. ard) height, top, 
quarter of the compass, cogn. with Gr. 
drdis point. 

air-tight Ea'ltait impermeable to air. xvm. 
f. AIR+TIGHT, after water-, wind-tight; cf. 
G. luftdicht. 

airwood see HAREWOOD. 

aisle ail lateral section of a church XIV; 
passage-way in a church xv. ME. ele, 
later ile, yle, isle (XVI-XVIII), aile, aisle 
(from xvm)- OF. ele (mod. aile) :- L. ala 
wing of bird, army, or building :- *aksla 
(cf. OE. eaxl, G. achsel shoulder); the var. 
forn1s of the F. word (partly confused 
with isle island, as if 'detached part of 
a building', whence medL. insula aisle) 
were repr. in Eng., the common early modF. 
form aisle being finally established. 

ait, eyot eit islet. OE. iggap, ig(e)op, 
ig(e)]J, ME. y)et (xu), eigt, eyt, eit (xm), 
later eight, aight, ait (xvii), eyot (XIX). The 
ME. and later history suggest an Angl. var. 
*egap of WS. *iega]J (of which the extant 
OE. forms repr. late vars.), f. ieg ISLAND+ 
dim. suffix -ajJ. The final t may be due to 
AN. habits of pronunciation. 

aitch-bone ei·tJboun the bone of the but
tock. XIX (also H-bone), orig. nache-BONB 
(xv), natch- (xvu), earlier nage (xrv)- OF. 
nache, nage, pl. naches (cf. Pr. naggas, Sp. 
nalga, Pg. nadega, It. natica) :-late L. 
naticas, ace. pl. of naticm, f. L. natis (usu. 
pl. -es) buttock. (Hach boon in 'The Boke 
of St. Albans' f. iijV must be a mispr. for 
nach boon.) The forms ice-, izebone (xvn) 
are- (M)LG. isben, Du. ijsbeen, whence also 
G. eisbein. Cf. ADDER, etc. 

ajar ad3a·.r slightly open. xvrrr. Alteration 
of Sc. and n. dial. achar, a char (XVI), earlier 
on char-e (Dunbar, G. Douglas), i.e. ON, 
char:- OE. cerr (cierr) turn (see CHARE); 
cf. late ME. char up lit. '(on the) turn open'. 
Parallel forms are MLG. enkare, MDu. 
aenkerre, (also WFlem.) akerre; cf. Du. op 
een kier 'on a turn', WFlem. met eene kerre, 
WFris. yn 't kier (tsjier) half-open. The 
earliest records of the j-form (xvu) are in 
the analytical var. at jar, which was further 
modified to on the jar, on a jar, on jar; a jarr 
is in Bailey's diet. 172r. 

ajar 2 ad3ii•x out of harmony. XIX. Reduc
tion of earlier at jar (XVI-XVIII), of which 
there was a var. at ajar; see JAR1• 

akimbo aki·mbou with hands on hips and 
elbows turned outwards. xv. Late ME. in 
kenebowe, later (by assim. to A-\ ON) a or on 
kenbow, a kenbol(d) or kembol, a kembo (kim
bow), akimbo(xvm), mod. dial. (a-)king-bow; 
prob. - ON. phr. *{ keng boginn 'bent in a 
curve' (cf. kengboginn crooked, beygja sik 
l keng crouch, beygja kenginn arch the back) ; 
see IN, aow2• Some vars., e.g. a cannebow, 
may show blending with CAMa crooked. 

al-1 assim. form of AD- before l; cf. AC-. 

[21] 



AL· 

al- ~ Arab. def. art. al the, forming an essential 
el. of many words of Rom. (esp. Sp. and 
Pg.) origin adopted in Eng., as alcohol, 
alcove, algebra, alkali, almagest. 

-al1 (a)l suffix repr. L. -iilis forming adjs. 
from sbs. with the sense 'of the kind of, 
pertaining to'. It became -el in OF., with 
which many F. words were adopted, e.g. 
actuel, martel; this form, to some extent in 
F. and gen. in Eng., was refash. after L. as 
-al, whence L. adjs. in -alis and F. adjs. in 
-el have been adopted with-al unrestrictedly. 
The L. adjs. were primarily f. sbs., as oriilis 
ORAL, f. or-, os mouth, and varied sometimes 
with -aris, as linealis LINEAL, linearis LINEAR 
(when the stem ended in 1, -iiris was used, 
as stellaris STELLAR). This type was greatly 
increased in medL. and modL. and conse
quently in the Rom. langs. by formations 
not only on L. but on Gr. stems (after L. 
borealis, hebdomadalis, theatralis), e.g. baptis
miilis, cathedralis, etc. In L. itself -alis was 
added to existing adjs., as annualis (f. annuus ), 
inferntilis (f. injernus); hence the suffix is 
added freely in the mod. langs. to many 
classes of formations, including those with 
suffixes of Gr. origin, -ac, -ic, -aid (see 
-ACAL, -!CAL, -OIDAL). The corr. advs. end 
in -ally, nouns of quality in -ality re·!iti, 
as liberality (-F.- L.). The camp. suffixes 
-alize, -alization appear orig. in adoptions 
from F. -aliser, -alisation. 

In L. some adjs. in -tilis were used sb. in 
various genders and in sg. or pl., as animal, 
annales, rivalis, tribunal, Bacchanalia, Satur
nalia, penetriilia; the number was much 
enlarged in later L. and in the mod. langs., 
whence e.g. cardinal, canonicals, mammalia, 
morals, oval, principal, signal, terminal, 
urinal ; see also -AL 2 • 

-al 2 al earlier -aile, -ayle, repr. F -aille, -ail, 
-al, which was generalized from such words 
as bataille BATTLE, (e)spousaille-s (E)SPOUSAL, 
funeraille FUNERAL, where the orig. L. was 
a sb. use of the n.pl. of an adj. in -alis -AL1• 

Among the earliest exx. are acquittal (xv), 
arrival (xrv); from XVI onwards many 
derivs. of L. or F. vbs. came into use, e.g. 
trial; a few have been made on native end
stressed vbs., as beheadal, bestowal, betrothal, 
withdrawal. tJ[Bridal and burial simulate this 
ending, though their origin is different. 

alabaster re·labasta.I fine variety of carbon
ate or sulphate of lime. xrv (Ch.). -OF. 
alabastre (mod. albatre)- L. alabaster, 
-trum- Gr. aldbastos, -tros, pro b. of foreign 
origin. The most freq. form in xvr and xvn 
was alablaster, surviving dial. ; the early 
Sc. form (xrv-xvr) was alabast. 

alack alre·k (arch.) excl. of dissatisfaction, 
(hence) of surprise or regret. xv. prob. f. 
a, AH+LACK loss, after ALAS. Hence 
alack•a•day j cf. LACKADAISICAL. 

alacrity ::~lre·kriti briskness. xv. - L. 
alacrittis, f. alacr-, alacer brisk (whence 
talacrious XVII); see AMBLE, -ITY. 

ALBEIT 

alamo de re· Himoud adv. phr. in the fashion ; 
adj. phr. fashionable; sb. glossy black silk 
XVII ; cooked beef ( attrib., after F. ba3U] d la 
mode). -F. phr. a la mode, i.e. a according 
to (AD), lathe, mode manner, fashion, MODE. 

alar ei·l::~.I pert. to wings. XIX. - L. iilaris, 
f. a[a wing (cf. AISLE) j see -AR. 

alarm :Jla·.Im t(excl.) to arms! xrv; call to 
arms, warning ; tsurprise attack ; state of 
surprise with fear xvr. ME. alarme, alarom, 
later alarum (XVI)- (O)F. alarme- It. al
larme, i.e. all' arme 'to the arms' (see ARM 2

) 

orig. a call. Hence ala·rm vb. xvr. 
alarum :Jlre·rnm var. of ALARM, formerly 

current in all senses but now restricted in 
prose usage to the note of a warning bell or 
clock, or the mechanism producing this. 
Aphetic tlarum (c. 1530; in XIX arch.). 

alas ala·s excl. of grief. xm (Cursor M.). 
-OF. a las(se) (also helas, mod. helas) 'ahl 
weary (that I am)!', i.e. a AH+las(se) :- L. 
lassu-s, fern. lassa weary (cf. LASSITUDE); 
corr. to Pr. ai las (lasa), It. ahi lasso (lassa); 
the adj. was orig. in concord with the gender 
of the subject. 

alate ei·leit (nat. hist.) winged. XVII. - L. 
alatus, f. ala wing (rei. to OE. eaxl shoul
der); see -ATE2 • Also ala·tED. XVII. 

alb relb (eccl.) long tunic with sleeves. OE. 
albe- ecclL. alba, sb. use (sc. tunica tunic, 
vestis garment) of L. albus white; some ME. 
forms show adoption of (O)F. aube, and 
later forms show blending of the two types, 
e.g. aulbe. 

albacore, albicore adb::~k5.I large tunny. 
xvr. - Pg. albacor, -ora (whence Sp. alba
cora, F. albicore), f. Arab. al AL- 2

, bukr, pl. 
bakarat young camel, heifer. 

Albanian relbei·ni::~n pert. to Albania, a 
Balkan state, the native name of which is 
Shqipnija; sb. a native of this; the lan
guage of Albania. XIX. f. medL. Albania+ 
-IAN; the Gr. names for the inhabitants are 
Albdnoi, Al-, Arban€tes (cf. AR.'<AOUT). 

albatross re·lb;:Jtr;:,s bird of the petrel 
family, esp. Diomedea exulans. XVII (1672). 
Usually taken to be alteration, by assoc. 
with L. albus white, of talcatras pelican, 
gannet, sea-mew, frigate-bird (xvr) - Sp., 
Pg. alcatraz, var. of Pg. alcatruz orig. 
bucket of an irrigating water-wheel, corr. to 
Sp. alcaduz, arcaduz - Arab. alqadiis 'the 
pitcher', i.e. al AL- 2, qiidils -Gr. kddos jar, 
itself of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. kad bucket). 
The orig. ref. is held to have been to the 
pelican's large pouch, in which it was sup
posed to carry water. The changes of sense 
and form are a serious difficulty. Hence Du., 
G., F. albatros (xvm), whence Pg. albatroz. 

albeit 5lbi'it even though. XIV (Ch.). Con
junctive phr. al be it, fuller form of albe, 
i.e. ALL adv., be 3rd sg. pres. subj. of the 
vb. BE, with a clause following (introduced 
or not by that), the orig. meaning being 
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ALBERT 

'let it entirely be (that)', 'let (what is 
expressed by the clause) be fully so'· 
formerly with corr. pt., tal were it. cl 
HOWBEIT. 

albert re-lb:ut kind of watch-chain. XIX. 
In full Albert chain, named after Prince 
Albert (d. I86I), Consort of Queen Victoria. 

albino ~elbi·nou man or animal distin
guished by absence of colouring pigment in 
the skin, etc. XVIII. - Sp., Pg. albino, f. albo 
white+-ino (see -INE1}. First applied by the 
Portuguese to the white negroes (negros 
albinos) ofW. Africa. Hence a ·lbimsM. XIX; 
so F. 

Albion ::e·lbi:m Britain. XIII (La3.).- F. Albion, 
L. Albion (Pliny), Gr. Alouton (Ptolemy} 
- Celtic * Albio, g. * Albionos, whence Ir.
Gael. Alba, g. Alban Scotland (cf. medL. 
Albanus Scottish) ; usu. referred to *albho
(L. albus) white, the allusion being to the 
white cliffs of Britain (cf. ALP). 

album ::e·lb;Jm blank book for the insertion 
of collected items. XVII ('his Album of 
Friends'; earlier in L. abl. form- 'in his 
Albo', I65I). - L. album (in classical use, 
white tablet on which records or notices 
were inscribed, register, list), sb. use of n. of 
albus white (cf. prec.); first in G. use as 
album amicorwn 'album of friends', in which 
the owner collected the signatures of fellow 
scholars (cf. 'a dull Dutch [i.e. German] 
fashion, their album amicorum', Fuller, 
I 642 ; 'what the Germans call an Album', 
Ld. Chesterfield, I748). 

albumen ::elbjii·men, ::e·lbjumen white of 
egg. xvr. - L. albiimen, f. albus white; cf. 
prec. Hence albu·minous. XVIII. f. L. 
stem albiimin- ; cf. F. albumineux. 

alcaic relkei·ik (pros.) form of Gr. and L. 
verse. XVII. -late L. alcaicus- Gr. alkaik6s, 
f. Alkalos name of a lyric poet of Mytilene 
(c. 6oo B.c.), who used the metre; see -IC. 

alcalde ::elk::e·ldi magistrate in Spain and 
Portugal. xvu. - Sp. alcalde, alcaide, Pg. 
alcaide-Arab .. al-qtitj,i 'the judge' (see AL- 2, 

CADI). Cf. F. alcade. 

alcayde ~elkai·di governor of a fortress. 
xvr. - Sp. alcaide - Arab. al-qa'id 'the 
leader', f. qada lead. 

alcazar relbzii·.I, alkii·par fortress, spec. of 
Seville, Spain. XVII. - Sp. alcazar- Arab. 
al-qafr 'the castle' - L. castra fortified camp 
(see AL- 2, CASTLE}. 

alchemy re·lklmi chemistry of the Middle 
Ages. XIV. ME. alkamye (with vars. assim. 
to astronomy, e.g. alknamye, alconomye) 
-OF. alkemie, alkamie (mod. alchimie) = Pr. 
alkimia, Sp. alquimia, It. alchimia - medL. 
alchimia, -chemia - Arab. alkimiii, i.e. al 
AL- 2

, kimia- Gr. khemia, khemeiti art of 
transmuting metals (Suidas), e.g. as prac
tised by the Egyptians (whence the sugges
tion that the word is the same as Khemia the 
old name for Egypt, Khmi, lit. 'black land'). 

ALDERMAN 

By assoc. with Gr. khiimela infusion (f. 
khu-, khefn pour) arose the modL. alchy
mia, whence the frequent XVI-XVIII Eng. 
sp. alchymy (cf. chymistry, var. of CHEMIS
TRY). So alche·miCAL. XVI. a·lchemrsT. 
XVI. - OF. alkemiste or medL. alclzemista 
(It. alchimista, etc.). talchemister. XIV-XVI. 
talchemistRY. xrv. 

alcohol ~e·lkohol fine metallic powder, esp. 
as produced by sublimation XVI ; distilled or 
rectified spirit, e.g. a. of wine (after Paracel
sus) xvn; spec. rectified spirit ofwinexviii; 
( chem.) compound of the type of this XIX. -F. 
(now alcool) or medL. alcohol- Arab. alkol/[ 
collyrium (fine powder used in the East to 
stain the eyelids), i.e. al AL- 2, KOHL. Hence 
alcoholic ::elkoho·lik. XVIII. a·lcoholrsM. 
XIX. - modL. (Magnus Huss, 1852). 

alcoran re·lkorren, relkorii·n XIV (Maund., 
Ch.). - (O)F. alcoran- Arab. al-qoriin; see 
AL- 2

, KORA-:>1. 
alcove re·lkouv recess (vaulted or arched). 

XVII. -F. alcove- Sp. alcoba- Arab. al
qobbah, i.e. al AL- 2, qobbah vault, vaulted 
chamber, f. qubba to vault. Formerly stressed 
alco·ve, as by Addison, Pope, and Cowper, 
and in Walker's diet. 

Aldebaran relde·b~r;Jn the star a Tauri. 
XIV (Ch.). - medL. - Arab. aldabaran 'the 
follower', f. dabara follow ; so called because 
it follows the Pleiades; see AL- 2 • 

aldehyde re·ldihaid (chem.) fluid obtained 
by oxidation of alcohol; compound of this 
type. XIX. f. al. dehyd., abbrev. of alcohol 
dehydrogenatum dehydrogenated alcohol. 

alder 5·ld;J.r the tree Alnus glutinosa. OE. 
alor, aler, rei. to MLG. aZZer, alre, elre, else 
(LG. eZZer), MDu. else (Du. els), OHG. 
elira, erila (G. erle), ON. plr (alr-), elrir, 
elri, Goth. *aliza (whence Sp. aliso), and 
outside Germ. to L. alnus(:- •alsnos), Lith. 
alksnis, elksnis, Lett. alksnis, Pol. olcha, Russ. 
ol'khd. Several varieties of form are repr. in 
earlier and dial. Eng., or are preserved in 
proper names: aZZer; oZZer, owler; eZZer (from 
Scand.}; Aldershot, Aller, Alresford, Arle, 
EZZershaw, Ollerton, Orleton, Oldershaw. 
The deriv. adj. aldern (OE. relrw = OFris. 
elren, MLG. ellern, OHG. erlin) is repr. in 
OZZerenshaw; it was in gen. Eng. use till XVII, 
and in Sc. (alron) xv-xvn. Forms with 
glide-d appear XIV. 

alder-, later form of ME. aller, alre, OE. alra, 
g. pl. of ALL, as in alderbest (Ch.), alderliefest 
(Sh.} best of all, dearest of all, most dear, 
which was an arch. survival in xvr. 

alderman 5·]d;J.Im;Jn tman of noble or high 
rank OE. (after XIII only hist. from XVI 
onwards); twarden of a guild, (hence) 
magistrate of a borough xu. OE. aldormann 
( = OFris. aldermann), f. aldor (ealdor) chief, 
prince (f. ald OLD+-or as in OE. baldor 
prince}+MAN. Hence aldermanic -m::e·nik 
XVIII; t-ma·niCAL XVII; replacing earlier 
aldermanlike. 
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ALDINE 

Aldine re·ldain, 5·ldain designation of 
editions of Gr. and L. classics printed or 
published by Aldo Manuzio and his family 
(I4SO-I597). XIX. - modL. Aldinus, f. 
Aldus, latinized form of Aldo; see -INE1

• 

ale eil liquor made from an infusion of malt. 
OE. alu (ealu), g., d. atop (ealojJ), g. pl. 
ealejJa = OS. alo- and OHG. al- (each in 
rare comps.), 0~. pl :-Germ. '*'alujJ- (t
stem); dubiously connected with L. alilmen 
ALUM, alilta leather prepared with alum. 
OS!. oli'l, Lith. alus may be from Germ. 
Only Eng. retains both ale and beer, the 
Scand. langs. only ale, and the other Germ. 
langs. only beer. 

aleatory ei·ligtgri depending on a throw of 
the dice. XVII. - L. iileiitorius,· f. iileiitor 
dicer, f. iilea die, dice; see -ORY2

• 

alecost ei·lbst the plant Chrysanthemum 
Balsamita, formerly used for giving a flavour 
to ale. XVI. f. ALE+cost - L. costum -Gr. 
k6stos plant used as a spice. 

alee gJi· (naut.) on or to the lee side. XIV. 
f. A-l+LEE\ partly after ON. d hte. 

alegar re·lig:u, ei·ligg.I malt vinegar. XIV. 
f. ALE+-eger, -egar (see EAGER) of vinegar. 
Cf. tbeeregar (xv) vinegar made from beer. 

alehoof ei'lhlif ground-ivy, Nepeta Gle
choma. XIV. prob. alteration of hayhove, 
f. hay hedge, OE. hege+hi5fe (also in tiinhi5fe 
'garden hove'); there appears to be an allusion 
to its alleged use in brewing instead of hops. 

Aleman(n)ic, Aile-, Ala- rellmre·nik. xvm. 
- late L. Alemannicus, f. Alemanni pl. 
(Gr. 'Alamanoi), Germanic tribe first men
tioned by Dio Cassius s.a. ZI3 -Germ. 
'*'Alamanniz (cf. ON. almanna- general, 
public, Goth. alamannam d. pl. mankind), 
prob. f. ALL+MAN and so denoting a wide 
alliance of peoples ; see -IC. 

alembic gle·mbik distilling apparatus. XIV 
(Ch.). Late ME. alambic, alembike- OF. 
alembic (mod. alambic; cf. Sp. alambique, It. 
lambicco)- medL. alembicus- Arab. al-anbiq, 
i.e. al AL- 2, anbiq still- Gr. ambik-, dmbix 
cup, beaker, cap of a still. Almost super
seded by the aphetic limbeck (earlier lembik) 
from xv to XVII, when the full form again 
came into vogue. So ale·mbicated, over
refined or subtilized. XVIII. - F. alembiqwf; 
see -ATE 3, -ED1• 

alerion alia·rion (her.) footless and beakless 
eagle. XVII. -F. aterian (cf. medL. alario) 
-(with L. suffix -ion-) OHG. adelare (G. 
adler), f. adel noble (see ATHELING)+ar (G. 
aar) eagle (see ERNE). 

alert ala· Jt on the look-out; lively, nimble. 
XVII. -F. alerte, earlier allerte, a l'airte- It. 
all' erta on the watch or look-out, i.e. alla 
at the, erta look-out (tower), sb. use (sc. 
torre tower) of fern. pp. of ergere :- L. erigere 
ERECT; orig. an adv. phr., it became an adj. 
used predicatively, then a sb. (on the alert is 
etymologically pleonastic). 

ALGORISM 

alexandrine religza·ndrain, -ks- pert. to 
verse of twelve syllables (the F. vers Mroique). 
XVI. -F. alexandrin (xv), f. Alexandre, title 
of a famous OF. romance (XII-XIII) con
cerning Alexander the Great, in which the 
metre is used; see -INE1• 

alexin a!e·ksin (bioi. chem.) substance hav
ing the property of destroying bacteria. XIX. 
-G. alexin (Buchner, r888), f. Gr. a!exein 
ward off; see -IN. 

alexipharmic aleksifii·Jmik (that is) an 
antidote to poison. XVII. Alteration, by 
assim. to -rc, of talexipharmac- F. alexiphar
maque- modL. alexipharmacum- Gr. alexi
phdrmakon, n. sg. of adj. f. altixein ward off 
+phdrmakon poison (cf. PHARMACY). 

alfalfa relfre·lfa variety of lucerne. XIX. 
- Sp. alfalfa, formerly alfalfez - Arab. 
al-faffafa~z 'the best sort of fodder'. 

al fresco rei fre·skou in the open air. XVIII. 
It. phr. alfresco 'in the FRESH'. Cf. FRESCO. 

alga re·lga pl. algre re·ld3i seaweed. XVI. L. 

algebra re·ld3ibra tbone-setting (as in obs. 
Sp.) XIV; department of mathematics using 
general symbols. XVI. - It., Sp., medL. 
alge·bra- Arab. aljebr, i.e. al AL- 2, jebr 
reunion of broken parts, f. jabara reunite, 
redintegrate. The full Arabic term for 
algebraic computation was 'ilm aljebr 
wa'lmuqiibalah science of redintegration and 
equation, the first part of which was taken 
into It. in XIII, the second, almucabala, being 
used by some medL. writers in the same 
sense. The str. a·lgebra is shown in Butler's 
'Hudibras' (I i 126), r663. Recorde, the 
earliest user of the math. term, has the form 
algeber, directly repr. the Arabic; Billingsley, 
Dee, and Digges have algebra. Hence 
algebraiC -brei·ik XVII, -!CAL XVI j a·lge
braiST XVII, which was preceded by talge
bri·CIAN XVI-XVII. The retention of -a in 
the derivs. is abnormal, but is paralleled by 
Sp. algebraico; more regular forms are seen 
in F. algebrique, It. algebrico, Sp., It. 
algebrista. 

-algia re·ld3ia terminal el. repr. Gr. -algfii, 
comb. deriv. of dlgos pain, rei. to altigein be 
anxious, as in kephalalgid headache, neur
algia NEURALGIA. The corr. adj. ends in 
-a·lgic. 

algid re· ld3id cool, chill. XVII. - L. algidus, 
f. algere be cold; see -m1• 

Algonkin, -quin relgo·nkin N. Amer. 
Indian tribal name. XVII. - F. Algonquin, 
t Algonkain, contr. of t Algoumequin; cf. 
Micmac algoomeaking at the place of spear
ing fish and eels, f. algoome spear fish. 
HenceAlgo·nkiAN, -quiAN applied to a large 
family including the Algonquins, and to the 
languages spoken by any member of it. XIX. 

algorism re·lgarizm Arabic system of 
numeration, arithmetic. xm. Earliest form 
augrim, later algorisme -OF. augori(s)me, 
algorisme - medL. algorismus ( cf. Sp. 
guarismo cypher), f. (with assim. to -ismus 
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ALGUAZIL 

-ISM) Arab. al-Khowarazmi the man of 
Khwarazm (ancient name of Khiva), sur
name of the Arab mathematician Abu 
Ja'far Mohammed Ben Musa (IX), through 
the European translation of whose work on 
algebra the Arabic numerals became 
generally known. Cf. the use of Euclid for 
plane geometry. (By contamination ':"ith 
Gr. drithmos number, a form algonthm 
became current XVII-XIX.) 

alguazil relgwazi-1, Sp. algwapi·l justiciary; 
sergeant; minion. XVI. Early Sp. alguazil 
(now alguacil)- Arab. al-wazir, i.e. al AL- 2, 

wazir minister, officer, VIZIER. 
algum re·]g;Jm tree of the Bible (2 Chron. 

ii 8, erron. almug I Kings x II), variously 
identified. XVI. Heb. algum. 

Alhambra :Hhre·mbr;J ancient royal Moor
ish palace at Granada. XVII. - Sp. - Arab. 
al-hamra' 'the red', i.e. al AL- 2 and fern. of 
ahmar, named after Muhammad Ben a! 
Ahmar, who built it in 1273. 

alias ei-lia:s otherwise named XVI ; another 
(assumed) name XVII. - L. alias at another 
time, otherwise, f. alius (cf. ELSE). 

alibi re·libai (leg.) telsewhere; plea of 
having been elsewhere. XVIII. - L. alibi, f. 
alius other (see ELSE), with Joe. ending after 
ibi there, ubi where. 

alidad re·lidred index of an astrolabe, etc. 
xv. orig. in medL. forms allidatha, alhidada 
(cf. Sp. alhi-, alidada) - Arab. al-'itjadah 
revolving radius of a graduated circle, f. 
'atjd, 'atjid upper arm, radius; later- F. 
alidade. 

alien ei-!i;Jn not one's own, foreign. XIV 
(R. Rolle). -OF. alien- L. alienus belong
ing to another person or place, f. alius other 
(see ELSE). For the freq. ME. forms in -nt, 
e.g. aliente, alia(u)nt, cf. ancient. So a·lien 
vb. XIV (Ch.)- (O)F. aliener; earlier synon. 
of a·lienate estrange (xvi), which was pre
ceded by the pp. talienate (xv)- L. alienatus, 
pp. of alienare; see -ATE3

• a·lienABLE. XVII. 
- F. alienA·TION. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- (O)F. or L. a·lienrsT. XIX. -F. alieniste. 

alight1 ;)]ai·t come or get down, dismount 
OE.; settle on XIII. OE. alihtan; see A- 3

, 

LIGHT'. 
alight• ;)lai-t lighted, on fire. xvm. prob. 

evolved from phr. ton (also of, in) a light 
fire (xvi-xvm) ablaze, where light appears 
to be pp. of LIGHT 3 kindle, ignite. 

align, aline ;)]ai·n place in line. XVII.- (O)F. 
aligner, f. phr. a ligne, repr. L. ad lineam in a 
straight line (see AD-, LINE2). So ali·gn
MENT. XVI!l. - (O)F. alignement. 

alike ;JJai·k (adj. used predic., rarely other
wise) like one another. OE. gelic (ME. 
ilich-e, ilik-e; a- forms from XIV) = OFris. 
gelik, OS. gelic (Du. gelijk), OHG. galih (G. 
gleich), ON. glikr, Goth. galeiks :- CGerm. 
*galikaz, f. *ga- Y-+*likam form, body 
(see LYCHGATE); for the development of OE. 

ALLAH 

ge- to a- cf. AFFORD, AWARE. See LIKE. So 
ali·ke adv. OE. gelice, f. gelic with adv. 
ending -e. In ME. both words were prob. 
reinforced, or superseded in certain areas, 
by ON. adj. dlikr, adv. dlika, which corr. to 
OE. antic, onlic, anlice, OHG. analih, Goth. 
analeiks, in which the prefix is Germ. *ana
( see ON). 

aliment re·liment nourishment, food. XV 
(rare before XVII). -F. aliment or L. alimen
tum, f. alere nourish, f. *al- grow ( cf. OLD); 
see -MENT. So alime·ntARY. XVII. - L. 

alimony re·lim;)ni maintenance, spec. of a 
separated wife by her husband. XVII. - L. 
alimonia, f. alere; see prec. and -MONY. 

aliquot re·likw()t (math.) of a quantity con
tained exactly in another. XVI (Billingsley). 
-F. aliquote (les parties aliquotes xv), medL. 
aliquota fern. (in AL. partes aliquotre XIII), 
f. L. aliquot some, several, f. alius one of two 
(cf. ALIEN)-\-quot how many (cf. QUOTIENT), 

-ality re·liti comp. suffix- (O)F. -alite 
- L. -alitat-, -tas; see -AL', -ITY. 

alive ;J]ai·v living. OE. phr. on life, ME. on 
live, olive, alive; i.e. ON (cf. A-1) and life, d. 
sg. of lif LIFE. On live is found as late as 
XVII. 

alkahest, ale- re·lk;1hest universal solvent 
of alchemists. XVII. First used by Paracel
sus, and believed to have been arbitrarily 
invented by him with a form simulating 
Arabic (al AL- 0). 

alkali re·lk::llai tsoda ash XIV; saltwort, 
Salsola Kali XVI; gen. applied to sub
stances having the properties of soda XVII ; 
(mod. chem.) hydroxide of sodium, potas
sium, etc. XIX. Late ME. alcaly - medL. 
alkali- Arab. al-qaliy calcined ashes of 
Salsola and Salicornia, f. qalay fry, roast; 
see AL- 2

, KALI. Cf. F. alcali (XVI). So a·lka
lrNE xvn; see -INE and cf. F. alcalin (I700). 
a·lkalom. XIX. -G. alkaloid. 

alkanet re·lk;Jnet (plant, Anchusa or Al
kanna tinctoria, yielding) a dye. (XIV) xv. 
- Sp. alcaneta, f. alcana (medL. alchanna), 
corr. to OF. alchanne, arcanne- Arab. al
benna; see AL- 2, HENNA. 

alkekengi relkike·nd3i winter cherry, 
Physalis Alkekengi. XIV. - medL. - Arab. 
al-kakanj, -kenj, i.e. al AL- 2, Pers. kakanj 
kind of medicinal resin, (also) nightshade. 

all 51 every; entire; the whole of; also adv. 
OE. all, (eall) = OFris. al, ol, OS., OHG. 
al (Du. al, G. all), ON. allr, Goth. alls, 
prob. :- CGerm. *alnaz, ppl. formation on 
*al-, which is found also in OS., OHG. 
alung completely, and the prefix *ala- of 
Goth. alaniuwi quite new, alawari quite 
true, alamannam (see ALEMANIC), and has 
been referred to IE. *ol-, repr. by (O)Ir. 
uile all (:- *oljo-), W. oll (:- *oljod) wholly. 

Allah re·!;J the deity among the Moham
medans. XVI. -Arab. allah, for al-ilah, i.e. 
al AL• •, iliih god = Aram. eltih, He b. eloah 
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ALLANTOIS 

(see ELOHIST). (Early forms in Eng. writers 
are Alia, Allah, Ala, Ala, Allough, Alha.) 

allantois :)lre·ntouis (anat.) freta! membrane 
lying between amnion and chorion. XVII. 
modL., spurious form evolved from allan
toides - Gr. allantoeides sausage-shaped 
(Galen), f. allanto-, allO.s sausage; see -om. 

allay :)lei· tlay aside OE.; put down, 
repress, quell; appease, assuage xrv; dilute, 
temper xv; mitigate XVIII. OE. aleegan, pt. 
alegde, alede, pp. alegd, aled, ME. alegge 
(aleide, aleid), superseded by aleie, alay (cf. 
LAY1). The sense-development has been in£1. 
by formal assoc. with OF. aleger, lighten 
(:- L. alleviare ALLEVIATE) and aleier, alier 
(:- L. alligare) ALLOY, temper, qualify. 

allegation religei·Jan charge or matter to 
be proved xv; affirmation of a thing to be 
proved xv; assertion without proof xvn. 
- (O)F. allegation or L. allegatio(n-), f. al
legare depute, bring forward, adduce, f. 
ad AL-+legare dispatch, commission (cf. 
LEGATE); see -AT!ON. Used as the noun of 
action of next. 

allege ale·d3 tdeclare before a tribunal, 
plead; cite, quote; advance as a reason; 
assert without proof. XIV.- AN. alegier, for 
OF. esligier :- Rom. *exlitigare clear at law, 
f. L. ex EX- +lit-, lis lawsuit (see LITIGATE); 
used in the senses of L. allegare (see prec.), 
whence F. alleguer (which cannot be the 
source of allege). 

allegiance ali·d3ans relation of a liege man 
to his lord; obligation of a subject. XIV. 
-AN. *alligeance (AL. alligantia), f. OF. 
ligeance (AL. ligantia), f. lige LIEGE (see 
-ANCE); so contemp. tligeance- OF.; the 
prefixing of al- was perh. due to assoc. with 
a!ligantia ALLIANCE. 

allegory re·ligari figurative description or 
narrative. XIV. - (O)F. allegorie - L. alle
goria- Gr. allegoria 'speaking otherwise', 
f. dllos other (cf. ALLo-)+agor-, as in agoreu
ein speak, agora public assembly; see -Y 8

• 

So allegoric relig;J·rik xrv, allego·riCAL 
xvi. a·llegoriZE. xv. F. allegoriser- late L. 
allegorizare (Jerome). 

allegro relei·grou (mus.) lively. XVII (Pur
cell). It., repr. L. alacer brisk (see ALACRITY). 
(jf Familiar from the title of Milton's poem 
'L'Allegro', r632, 'the cheerful one'. 

alleluia relilii·ja XIV. - eccl. L. alleluia- Gr. 
alleloula, the LXX repr. of Heb. HALLELU
JAH. As applied in medL. (and It.) to the 
wood-sorrel, Oxalis Acetosella, it may be 
a perversion of some vernacular name. 

allergy re· bJd3i sensitiveness to certain 
foods, emanations, etc. xx. - G. allergie 
(Pirquet, 1906), f. Gr. dllos other, ALLO-+ 
ergon WORK+-Y 3 (cf. energy); orig. denoting 
a changed condition brought about by an 
injection. Hence alle·rgiC hypersensitive 
(hence, antipathetic) to. So allergen rel;i·.r
d3in substance to which a body is allergic; 
with -en after pollen. 

ALLODIUM 

alleviate :)li·vieit lighten, mitigate. xv. f. 
pp. stem of late L. alleviare, f. ad AL-1 +levis 
LIGI:JT 2 ; see -ATE 8• The L. verb was repr. 
earher by tallege (XIV-XVI)- OF. alegier 
(mod. alleger) = Pr. aleujar, It. alleggiare; 
cf. ALLAY. 

alley1 re· li walk, passage ; enclosure for 
bowl.s, etc. XIV. - OF. alee (mod. allee) 
walkmg, passage, f. aller walk, go (:- L. 
ambulare walk; cf. AMBLE). 

alley2
, ally re·li toy marble. xvm. Fami

liar dim. (see -Y6
) of ALABASTER. Cf. the 

similar use of LG., Du. albast. 
all fours 51 f5;}.IZ In the sense 'all four 

extremities' orig. all four XVI; the name of 
the card-game has always been all-fours 
XVIII. 

All Hallows 51 hre· louz (feast of) All Saints, 
I Noyember. OE. ~alra halgena dreg day of 
all samts; hence, wrth retention of the g. pl. 
inflexion, ME. alle halewene day (xm), 
alhalwen (xiv), all halown (xv), all holland, 
allhollondaye (XVI), etc.; with loss of this, 
al halow, al hal (XIV), alhalwgh (xv), etc.; 
with substitution of -s from xv. See HALLOW, 
HALLOWE'EN, HALLOWMAS. 

alliaceous reliei· J;}s (bot.) of the genus 
Allium (garlic, onion, etc.). xvm. f. modL. 
alliaceus, f. L. allium garlic; see -ACEOUS. 

allianc~ ;}lai·;}ns union by marriage; con
federatiOn. XIII. - 0 F. aliance (mod. alliance), 
f. alier ALLY 2 ; see -ANCE. 

alligator re·ligeit:).I reptile of the crocodile 
family, cayman. XVII. Earlier forms lagarto, 
aligarto, alagarto (XVI) - Sp. el lagarto the 
lizard (repr. *lacarto for L. lacerta LIZARD), 
which was applied spec. to the large saurians 
of the New World. The rst Folio (1623) 
edition of Sh. 'Romeo & Juliet' v i 43 has 
Allegater, the rst Quarto (1597) Aligarta. 
(jf Alligator pear (xviii) is a corruption of 
AVOCADO pear. 

alliteration :)Iit:)rei·J:)n commencement of 
words in a passage with the same letter, 
prop. with the same or the same kind of 
sound. XVII. - modL. alliteratio(n-) rhet. 
repeating and playing upon the same letter, 
f. ad AL-1 +litera LETTER, after L. agnominatio 
paronomasia; see -ATION. Hence alli·ter
ate(d), alli·terATIVE. XVIII. 

allo- re·lo, rei<>· comb. form of Gr. dllos 
other (see ELSE). 

allocate re· Iokeit allot to a place. xvn 
(before XIX only Sc.). f. pp. stem of medL. 
allocare, f. L. ad AL-1 +locare place, LOCATE, 
after pp. tallocat (XVI). So alloca·TION. 
xv. - F. - medL. 

allocution relokjii·J;}n address, exhortation. 
xvii. - L. allocutiii(n-), f. allocut-, alloqui 
address, f. ad AL-1 +loqui speak (see LOCU• 
TION). 

allodium :)lou·di:)m estate held in absolute 
ownership. xvn. - medL. allodium (Domes
day Book), f. Frankish *allod- 'entire pro-
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ALLOPAmY 

perty' (in latinized forms alodis, alaudes), 
f. all ALL+Od (OHG. ot, OE. ead, ON. 
auor) estate, property, wealth. Also (angli
cized) al(l)od re·l<~d. xvn. So allo·drAL. 
XVII. - medL. 

allopathy rel<~·papi )( hommopathy. xrx.- G. 
allopathie, f. Gr. dllos other+-pdtheia, 
pdthos suffering. So allopath re·loprep 
-F. allopathe, back-formation from allo
pathie. allopa·thiC. -F. See ALLO-, PATHOS. 

allot al<J·t assign, orig. by lot. XVI. - OF. 
aloter (rep!. by mod. allotir), f. a AD-, AL-1+ 
lot (of Germ. origin) ;see LOT. Hence allo·t
MENT action of allotting XVI ; portion of 
land allotted XVII. 

allotropy ;:~l<~·tr;:~pi variation of physical 
properties without change of substance. 
XIX. - modL. allotropia- Gr. allotropfd 
variation, f. allotropos of another form, f. 
dllos ALLo-+tropos manner (cf. TROPE); see 
-Y•. 

allow alau· A. (arch.) commend; admit, ac
cept; permit; B. assign, allot. XIV. -OF. 
alouer, later all- :- (i) L. allaudiire, f. ad 
AL-1+laudare praise, LAUD, (ii) medL. allo
ciire, f. ad AL- 1 +locare place, stow, ALLO
CATE. The phonetic identification in OF. of 
the orig. distinct forms involved semantic 
conflation and the development of a variety 
of meanings in which the two main senses 
were blended, e.g. assign with approval, 
grant, concede, permit. So allow·ABLE 
(aphetic flowable)- OF. allouable. XIV. 
allow·ANCE. XIV. -OF. alouance. 

alloy aloi·, re·loi admixture of metals; in
ferior metal of a mixture; quality, standard. 
XVI. - (O)F. aloi (orig. in phr. de bon aloi of 
good mixture), f. OF. aloier, earlier aleier = 
Pr. aliar, Sp. allegar, It. allegare :- L. 
alligiire, f. ad AL-1 +ligiire bind (cf. ALLY 2, 

LIEN). So alloy· vb. xvn. -F. aloyer, f. 
aloi; superseded fallay sb. and vb. (xiv) 
- (O)F. alei, aleier. 

allspice 5·lspais Jamaica pepper. XVII. f. 
ALL+SPICE, so called because supposed to 
combine the flavour of cinnamon, nutmeg, 
and cloves. 

allude aliil·d f'play' with or upon; refer 
indirectly (to). XVI. - L. alliidere play or 
dally with, touch lightly upon, f. ad AL-1 + 
liidere engage in play, f. liidus play, game (cf. 
LUDICROUS). So alluSION aJii1·3an. XVI. -F. 
allusion or late L. alliisio(n-), f. pp. of alliidere. 

allure aljua·.I attract strongly, entice. xv. 
-OF. alurer, f. a- AD-, AL-1+lure falconer's 
bait, LURE. 

alluvion aliil·vi<~n wash of sea against shore ; 
flood; alluvium. XVI. -F. alluvion- L. allu
vio(n-), f. ad AL-1 + -luvio, f. luere (see 
ABLUTION). 

alluvium aliil·viam deposit left by water 
flowing over land. xvn. L., n. of alluvius 
washed against, f. ad AL-·1 +luv- of luere (cf. 
prec.). Hence allu·viAL XIX, earlier allu·v
lAN, allu·vrous xvnr. 

ALMOND 

ally1 re·lai, alai· A. tkindred, kinsman XIV; 
B. allied person or people xv. In A,- (O)F. 
allie, sb. use of pp. of allier (see next). For 
the loss Ot finale cf. ASSIGN 2, COSTIVE, TAIL 2, 
TROVE. In early Sc. repr. by allya, alye 
(3 syll.). which are used for 'ally', 'allies', 
and 'alliance'. In B, f. next; the str. a·lly 
is found XVII. 

ally 2 alai· join as associate or confederate. 
XIII. -OF. alier, analogical alteration of 
aleier (see ALLOY). 

alma(h) re·lm;:~ Egyptian dancing-girl. XIX 
(Byron). -Arab. 'iilimat adj. fern. learned 
(i.e. instructed in music and dancing), f. 
'alama know. (In F. almee.) 

almacantar relmakre·ntii.r (pl.) parallels of 
altitude. XIV (Ch.). -OF. almicantarat or 
medL. almicantarath - Arab. almuqantardt 
pl. sundial, f. qantarah bridge, arch; see 
AL- 2• 

almagest re·lmad3est orig. the great astro
nomical treatise of Ptolemy (II), 'Mathe
matike suntaxis'. XIV. -OF. almageste, 
ult.- Arab. al-majisti- (with al, AL- 2) Gr. 
megiste greatest (sc. suntaxis composition), 
super!. fern. ofmegas great (see MAGNITUDE). 

Alma Mater re·lma mei·ta.I. XVII. L., 
'bounteous mother' (alma, fern. of almus, f. 
alere nourish; cf. ALIMENT); title given by 
the Romans to Ceres, Cybele, and other 
bounteous goddesses, trans£. to universities 
and schools as the fostering mothers of their 
alumni. 

almanac 5·lmanrek annual table containing 
essentially a calendar of days and months 
with astronomical data and computations. 
XIV (almenak, Ch.). - medL. almanac(h) 
(Roger Bacon, 1267); the only authenticated 
antecedent form with which this may be 
connected is late Gr. almenikhiakd (Eusebius, 
IV), described as containing the names of 
the lords of the ascendant and their pro
perties ; the formal relation of almanac to 
this is obscure; a supposed Arab. al-mandkh, 
invented to account for the medL. and 
Rom. forms (It. almanacco, Sp. almanaque, 
F. almanach), is non-existent. 

almandine relmre·ndin, -ain variety of gar
net. XVII (in XIX poet.). -F. talmandine, 
alteration of falabandine (in ME. alabaun
dryne XIV) - late L. alabandina (sc. gemma 
gem), f. Alabanda city of Caria; see -INE1• 

almighty 5lmai·ti. OE. relmihtig, carr. to 
OFris. elmachtich, OS. alomahtig, OHG. 
alamahtic, ON. almdttigr; f. prefix form of 
ALL + MIGHTY, rendering L. onmipotenl 
OMNIPOTENT. 

almoign, almoin, AN. var. of ALMS. 

almond ii·mand (fruit of) the tree Amyg
dalus communis. XIII (Cursor M.). - OF. 
alemande, a(l)mande (mod. amande), for 
*almandle- medL. amandula (cf. Sp. almen
dra, Pg. amendoa, It. nzandola, mandorla, 
OHG. mandala, G. mandel), alteration of 
L. amygdala- Gr. amugddle; initial al-
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ALMONER 

appears to be due to assoc. with Rom. words 
having AL- 2 prefixed. 

almoner ii•m;)n::u, re·lm;)n:J.I official distri
butor of alms. XIII (Cursor M.). -AN. 
aumoner, OF. aumonier, earlier au-, 
a(u)lmosnier (mod. aumonier) :- Rom. *al
mosintiriu-s, for medL. eleemosymirius ELEE
MOSI"'ARY, used sb.; see -ER2 and cf. ALMS. 

almost 5·lmoust, -m;)st OE. a:bnfest nearly 
all, for the most part ( cf. miEst eall 'for the 
most part entirely'); see ALL and MOST; 
substitution of -MOST for the regularly 
developed -mest was established XIV. 

alms iimz charitable gift. OE. a:lmysse, 
-messe, whence almes (XIII-XVII; so in 
A.V.), reduced to alms XVII; corr. to OFris. 
ielmisse, OS. alamosna (lVIDu. aelmoese, Du. 
aalmoes), OHG. alamuosan (G. almosen), 
ON. plmusa :-Germ. *alemos(i)na- popL., 
Rom. *alimosina (Pr., OSp. almosna, OF. 
almosne, modF. aumone, It. limosina), altera
tion, pro b. through L. alimonia AI.IMONY, of 
Christian L. eleemosyna (Tertullian) - Gr. 
eleemosune compassionateness, f. eleimon 
compassionate, f. eleos mercy. In OE. the 
orig. -n was treated as if inflexional and 
disappeared from the nom. ; lVIE. vars. are 
talmose xm, almoin (AN.) XIV, Sc. almous, 
awmous (-ON. plmusa); talmosna, talmoise 
XV (cf. A~. almosne, almoisne). IJ[ Treated as 
a pl. like eaves, riches, which are orig. sgs. 

almuce see AMICE. 

almug re·lmAg XVII (A.V.) erron. form of 
ALGUM. 

aloe re·lou tlignaloes XIV; liliaceous genus 
of plants with a bitter juice, whence is made 
a drug xrv (Trev.). OE. al(e)we-L. aloe 
-Gr. aloe plant and drug, (also) lignaloes 
(used in LXX tr. Heb. akha!Oth); in late ME. 
reinforced by OF. aloes (mod. aloes) or its 
source, aloes, g. sg. of L. aloe, as in LIGNA
LOES ; whence the frequent use of the word 
in pl. form. 

aloft alil'ft on high. XII (Orm). ME. o 
loft(e) -ON. d !opt (of motion), d lopti (of 
position), i.e. d in, on, to, A-\ lopt air, sky 
(rei. to OE. lyjt, OHG. lujt, Goth. luftus 
air; cf. LOFT, LIFT). 

alone ;)lou·n by oneself, itself, themselves. 
XIII. ME. al ane, alone, i.e. OE. all entirely 
(ALL), tina by oneself (f. tin ONE). In ME. 
sometimes written a lone (whence LONE); 
also with pron. inserted, as al him one he 
quite by himself. The pronunc. with oun 
is as in ATONE and ONLY, as opp. to wAn in 
ONE (cf. ONCE). 

along1 ;)lo·IJ (dial.) along of belonging or 
owing to. OE. gelang (with preps. on, ret) 
depending, belonging = OS. gilang ready, 
OHG. gilang neighbouring; WGerm. f. 
*gi- Y-+ *[ayg-; cf. next and BELONG. 

along2 ;)l<J•IJ through the length of OE.; 
lengthwise, in a line forward XIV; in company 
with XVI (Sh.). OE. andlang, advb. use 

ALTAR 

(with genitive) of adj. meaning 'extending in 
same direction', 'continuous' = OS. ant
lang, f. *and- opposite (see ANTI-)+ *layg
extend (cf. LONG1). For the assim. of nl to 
ll and ult. simplification to l cf. eleven; the 
stages were andlong, anlong, allong, along 
(assim. appears early in OE. ollung, but was 
not gen. before XIV). Hence alo•ngsHORE, 
alo·ngSIDE XVIII. 

aloof ;)lfrf (naut.) torder to the steersman 
to go to windward ; to or at a distance. XVI. 
Early forms arc a luj, alouje, alowje, on luffe, 
i.e. a, ON, A-1, LUFF, prob. after Du. te loej. 

alopecia reloupi·JI;) (med.) mangy baldness. 
xrv. - L. alopecia- Gr. alopekiti, f. alopek-, 
-pex fox ; so named from the resemblance 
to mange in foxes. 

aloud ;)laud with a loud voice. XIV (PP!., 
Ch.). f. A-1 +LOUD. (An earlier syn. was 
tahigh, opp. to talow.) 

Alp relp (pl.) proper name of a mountain 
system in Switzerland, etc. XIV. - F. Alpes 
- L. Alpes = Gr. Alpeis, variously ex
plained as (i) 'white' (snow-capped) and so 
rei. to ALBION, Ir. Alba Scotland, and (ii) 
'high' (cf. the Italic names of towns in high 
positions). So AlpiNE1• xv. - L. 

alpaca relpre·ka Peruvian llama, its wool, 
fabric made from this. XVIII. - Sp. alpaca 
(also paco)- Quichua alpako (also pako, 
pakollama), f. j>ako reddish-brown. 

alphabet re·lfabet letters used in a language. 
xv. - late L. alphabetum (Tertullian), f. 
Gr. dlplw+beta, first two letters of the Gr. 
alphabet taken to repr. the whole, like ABC; 
cf. F. alphabet, It. alfabeto, etc. Hence 
alphabet·IC XVII, -ICAL XVI; cf. F. alplza
betique, It. alfabetico, etc. a·lphabetiZE XIX. 

already 5lre·di by this or that time. XIV. 
orig. two words, ALL adv. and READY, used 
predic. 'fully prepared', passing into adv. 
(e.g. He is al redy heere 'He is here just at 
hand', Ch. 'Clerk's Tale' 299, shows the 
possibility of transition). Cf. MLG. 
al(ge)rede (where gerede corr. to OE.gerfede), 
whence OSw. alla or alt redho (Sw. allare
dan), Da. allerede. 

Alsatian relsei·Ji;)n A. zvolfhound (also sb.), 
Germansheepdogxx. f.AlsatiaElsasz, Alsace. 

alsike re· lsik the clover Trifolium hybrid urn. 
xrx. f. Alsike name of a town near Uppsala, 
Sweden, its habitat. 

also 5·lsou in addition, besides. OE. 
alswti (ealswti) = OFris. alsa, Du. alzoo thus, 
consequently, OHG. also even so, as (G. 
also therefore); i.e. ALL+ so, lit. 'altogether 
or even so or thus'. See AS1• 

Altaic reltei·ik Ugro-Finnish (group of 
languages). xrx. -F. altazque, f. Altai, 
a mountain range in Central Asia; see -IC. 

altar 6·lt<~.I table for sacrificial offering. 
OE. altar, alter, corr. to OFris. altare, alter, 
OS., OHG., ON. altari, alteri; Germ. 
adoption of late L. altar, alttire, alttirium 
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ALTAZIMUTH 

for L. altdria n. pl. burnt offerings, altar, 
prob. rei. to adolere burn in sacrifice, 
adolescere burn (cf. olere smell, and ODOUR). 
Forms repr. OF. auter appear XIII; finally 
the present form, infl. by L., was established 
xvr. t;![The native OE. word was weofod, 
weobed, wigbeod 'idol-table' ; the alien word 
was applied spec. to the Christian altar. 

altazimuth a!lta!·zimAp (astron.) instrument 
for determining the altitude and azimuth. 
XIX (Airy). f. ALTJITUDE+AziMUTH. 

alter 5·lt:J.I make different, change. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. alterer -late L. alterare, f. 
alter other (orig. one of two), f. *al- (see 
ELSE)+compar. suffix *-tero- -THER. So 
alterA·TroN. XIV. - (O)F. or late L. a·lter
ATIVE adj. and sb. (med.) XIV. - medL. 

altercation 5lt;ukei·J"n wordy strife. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. altercation- L. altercd
tio(n-), f. altercdt-, -are wrangle (whence 
a·ltercate XVI), f. *altercus, parallel forma
tion to alternus; see next and -ATION. 

alternate 5lt1l-.In"t occurring in turn. xvr. 
- L. alterndtus, pp. of alterndre do things by 
turns, f. alternus, f. alter one or other of two, 
second (see ALTER). So alternate 5·lt;uneit 
XVI; cf. F. alterner; see -ATE 2 and 3

• alter
na·TION. xv. -F. or L. alte·rnATIVE. 
XVII. - medL. 

althrea a!lpi•:J genus of plants. XVII. L. 
-Gr. althafa marsh-mallow, f. dlthein heal 
(base *al- grow, nourish, as in L. alere 
nourish). 

althing 5·l]Jil) general parliament of Iceland. 
XIX. Ice!. a/ping, ON. alpingi general 
assembly ; see ALL, THING. 

although 5loou·, (Sc.) 5l]Jo· even if. XIV. 
ME. al pah, pa(u)J, po(u)J, i.e. ALL adv., 
THOUGH; varying with pouJ al (xiv), which 
presumably descends from OE. ]leah .. eal 
(recorded once in 'Beowulf' 68o); ME. al 
(J)if, (J)if al were similarly used; for the use 
of a[ cf. ALBEIT. 

altitude a!·ltitjud height. XIV (Ch., in 
astron. sense). - L. altitudo, f. altus high; 
see OLD, -TUDE. 

alto a!•ltou highest male voice, counter
tenor. XVIII. - It. alto high (sc. canto song) 
:- L. altu-s high (cf. prec.) 

altogether 5!t:Jge·o:J.I tthe whole together 
(now usu. all together) ; in every respect, 
entirely. XII. Early ME. al togedre, i.e. ALL 
(sb. the whole, adv. in every way), TOGETHER. 

altruism re·ltruizm devotion to the welfare 
of others. XIX. -F. altruisme (A. Comte, 
r83o), f. It. altrui somebody else, what is 
another's (cf. F. autrui) :-Rom. *alteri huic 
'to this other' ; pro b. suggested by the legal 
use of F. l' autrui for le bien or le droit 
d' autrui the welfare or the rights of others. 
Hence a·ltruisT, altrui·snc. 

aludel a!•ljudel sublimating vessel. XVI (alutel 
XIV). -F. aludel- Sp.- Arab. al-'uthiil 'the 
apparatus' (pl. of athla utensil) ; see AL- 2. 

AMANUENSIS 

alum re·!:Jm astringent whitish mineral salt, 
used (e.g.) in dressing skins. XIV. -OF. 
alum (mod. alun) :- L. aliimen, rei. to aliita 
tawed leather. 

aluminium a!ljumi·ni"m (chem.) metallic 
element. XIX. Alteration (in imitation of 
potassium, sodium, etc.) of aluminum, Hum
phrey Davy's modification (I8rz) of the 
form first suggested by him, viz. alumium 
(I 8o8). Aluminum is parallel to alumina 
(XVIII), modL. formation on the type of 
magnesia, potassa, soda, for the 'earth of 
alum', aluminium oxide; f. L. aliimin-, 
aliimen ALUM, whence L. aliiminosus (F. 
alumineux), the source of aluminous 
:Jlju·min:JS XVI. 

alumnus "lA ·mn"s pupil of a school, etc. 
XVII. L., f. alere nourish, bring up (cf. 
ALIMENT), with ending rei. to Gr. pp. suffix 
-6nzenos. 

alveolus relvi·:Jl:Js small cavity, tooth
socket, etc. XVIII. L., dim. of alveus cavity 
(cf. alvus belly, beehive, rei. to Gr. aul6s 
long narrow channel, flute, aul6n valley, 
canal, OS!. ulij, Lith. auljis beehive). Hence 
alveolAR relvi·ol:J.I, re·lviol:J.I XVIII. So 
alvine re·lvain pert. to the belly. XVIII. 
- modL. alvinus, £. alvus; see -INE1• 

alway 5·lwei, (formerly) 5lwei· all the time, 
every time. OE. alne weg, ace. of all ALL 
and weg WAY, prob. orig. denoting extent of 
space or distance, but at its first appearance 
already trans£. to extent of time. Super
seded in ordinary prose by always 5·lweiz, 
5·lwiz, ME. alles weis XIII (see -s), later 
alleweyes, alway(e)s. 

alyssum :Jli·s"m, re·lis:Jm genus of cruci
ferous plants. XVI. modL., for L. alysson 
(Pliny)- Gr. dlusson. 

am see BE. 
amadavat re:m:Jd:Jva!·t; also avadavat. 

Indian song-bird, waxbill. XVIII. f. name of 
the city of Ahmadabad (Gujerat, India), 
whence the birds were orig. brought; the 
place-name is found in Pg. as Amadava 
(XVI), in Du. as Amadabat (xvii), in Eng. as 
Amidavad (xvn). 

amadou :l!'m:Jdu German tinder prepared 
from fungus. XVIII. -F. amadou- modPr. 
amadou lit. 'lover' (so called from its quick 
kindling) :- L. amdtorem (see AMATEUR). 

amain :Jmei·n (arch.) with main force; at 
full speed; exceedingly. xvr. f. A-1+MAIN1, 
replacing earlier twith main. 

amalgam :Jma!·lg:Jm mixture of a metal 
with mercury xv; intimate mixture or com
bination XVII. - F. amalgame or medL. 
amalgama, prob. ult. f. Gr. mdlagma emolli
ent, f. maldssein soften, through some Arab. 
form with prefixed AL- 2• So ama·lgamATE3 

XVII; tama·lgam vb. XIV (Ch.). - medL. 
amalgamiire. amalgamATION. XVII; so F. 

amanuensis :Jmrenjue·nsis clerk who 
writes from dictation. XVII. - L. iimanuensis 
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AMARANTH 

(Suetonius), f. a manu in servus a manu 'slave 
at hand', secretary+ -ensis belonging to 
(cf. -ESE). (Cf. MANUAL.) 

amaranth re·m~rren):> mythical fadeless 
flower ; genus of ornamental plants with 
coloured foliage. XVII (earlier in L. form). 
-F. amarante or modL. amaranthus, altera
tion after names in -anthus (Gr. dnthos 
flower) of L. amarantus -Gr. amdrantos, 
f. a- A-4+maran-, stem of marainein to 
wither (f. base *mar- *mor-; see MORTAL). 
So amaranthine lEmarlE·npain. XVII (ama
rantin Milton). - modL.; see -INE1• 

amaryllis remari·lis genus of bulbous 
plants. xvm. modL. (Linnreus) use of L. 
Amaryllis, Gr. Amarullis typical name for 
a pretty country girl in Theocritus, Virgil, 
and Ovid. 

amass amre·s collect in a mass, heap up. 
xv. - (O)F. amasser :-Rom. *admasstire, f. 
L. ad AD-+massa MASS 2

• 

amateur re·m~tjua.I, -tJua.I, re·m~ta.I one 
who is fond of; one who is not a specialist 
or professional. XVIII. - F. - It amatore 
- L. amiitorem, nom. -iitor, f. amiire, love. 

amatory le·matari pert. to love-making. 
xvr. - L. amiitorius, f. amiitor lover, f. 
amiit-, pp. stem of amare love; see -ORY. 
So a·matrvE disposed to loving. XVII. 
-medL. 

amaurosis lem5rou·sis (med.) loss of sight. 
XVII. modL.- Gr. amaurosis, f. amauroz?n 
darken, f. amaur6s dark, dim. 

amaze ~mei·z tstun, bewilder OE.; over
whelm with wonder xvr. OE. timasian, 
pp. amasod, whence ME. amased; not fre
quent till XVI; f. A- 3 + base *mas-, perh. 
as in Norw., Da. mase be busy or active 
(Norw. dial. masast lose consciousness), Sw. 
masa warm, refl. bask. Aphetic MAZE. 

Amazon le"m~z~n one of a race of female 
warriors. XIV. - L. Amazon - Gr. Amaz6n, 
-6nos, expl. by the Greeks as meaning 
'breastless' (as if f. a- A-4+maz6s breast), 
but prob. of foreign origin. Hence Ama
zoniAN rem~zou·ni~n. XVI. f. L. amazonius. 

AMBO 

bactos (cf. W. amaeth husbandman, serf), 
pro b. f. "'amb- around+ *ag- drive; see 
AMBI-, ACT, -OR1• Cf. EMBASSY. Hence 
amba·ssadress XVI; see -Ess1 ; forms in 
-drice, -trix, -trice occur in XVII. 

amber re·mb~.I yellow fossil resin. XIV. 
ME. aumber- (O)F. ambre = Pr., It. am
bra, Sp. ambar, medL. ambar(e), ambrum 
-Arab. 'anbar (orig.) AMBERGRIS, (later) 
amber. In ME., OF. l'ambre, with def. 
art. prefixed, was adopted as tlamber (XIV). 

ambergris, -grease re·mb~.Igris wax-like 
ashy-coloured substance. xv. - (O)F. ambre 
gris 'grey amber'; this is the orig. sense of 
amber, which was later used by some con
fusion for the yellow resin ; this latter being 
afterwards distinguished in F. as ambre 
jaune yellow amber, ambergris received its 
distinctive designation of 'grey'. Various 
early sp. show assim. to grease. (Milton 
has gris-amber.) 

ambi· rembi L. ambi-, comb. form of ambO 
both = Gr. dmpho, corr., with variation of 
initial syll., to OS!. oba, Lith. abU, Skr. 
ubhau, the second el. being repr. also in 
BOTH. 

ambidexter re·mbidekst~.I able to use both 
hands equally. XVI. -late L. ambidexter, f. 
ambi- on both sides (see pre c.)+ dexter right
handed (cf. DEXTEROUS). (In XVII often 
ambo-, after L. ambO both.) So ambide·x
trous. XVII. 

ambient re·mbi~nt moving or lying round. 
XVI. -F. ambiant or L. ambient-, -ens, prp. 
of ambire go round, f. amb-, AMBI-+ire go; 
see -ENT. Cf. ITINERANT. 

ambiguous rembi·gju~s ofdoublemeaning. 
XVI. f. L. ambiguus shifting, doubtful (whence 
F. ambigu), f. ambigere go round, wander 
about, argue, f .• amb- both ways+agere 
drive; see AMBI-, ACT, -uous. So ambigu
ITY -ju:iti. XV. - (O)F. or L. 

ambit re·mbit circuit, precincts, bounds. 
XVI. - L. ambitus circuit, compass, f. ambire 
(see AMBIENT). 

ambition rembi·Jan ardent desire to attain 
distinction or success. XIV. - (O)F. ambition 
- L. ambitio(n-) going round to canvass 
citizens for votes, excessive desire to please, 
adulation, desire for honour or power, 
ostentation, f. ambit-, ambire go round (cf. 
AMBIENT, AMBIT) j see -ITION. So ambi·
tiOUS. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

ambassador lEmbre·s~d~.I official messen
ger of a sovereign or state. XIV. ME. am
bass(i)atour, embassatour, -dour, later with 
different combinations of the vars. of the ini
tial and final sylls. (am-, em-, im-, and -tour, 
tor, -dour, -dor) and alternations between -ss-, 
··S-, -x- followed by a, e, or i; the present 
sp. ambassador, U.S. embassador, date from amble re·mbl sb. and vb. denoting distinc-
xvr. orig. - various Rom. forms, (O)F. tive pace of a horse. XIV. - (O)F. amble sb. 
ambassadeur, tambaxateur, Pr. ambaissador and its source ambler vb.- Pr. amblar (It. 
- It. ambasciator, Sp. ambajador; all ult. ambiare, Rum. umbla) :- L. ambultire (pop. 
resting on Rom. *ambactiiitorem (-or), f. word) walk, f. amb- AMBI-+base *el- go, 
•ambactiiire go on a mission, f. medL. repr. also in L. exlul EXILE, allacer (see 
ambactia, ambaxia (Salic and Burgundian ALACRITY), W. el that he may go; cf. 
Laws), f. Germ. *ambaxtaz (Goth. andbahts, PERAMBULATE. 
OE. ambeht servant, messenger, OHG. ambo re·mbou pulpit, reading-desk. XVII. 
ambaht, G. amt)-L. ambactusservant, vassal - medL. ambii(n-)- Gr. dmbiin ridge, rim, 
(Ennius, Cresar), a Gaulish word, •am- (medGr.) pulpit (Paulus Silentiarius VI). 
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AMBROSIA 

ambrosia rembrou·zi;:>, -3i;:> (Gr. myth.) 
fabled food of the gods. XVI. - L. ambrosia 
-Gr. ambrosia immortality, elixir of life, f. 
dmbrotos immortal, f. a- A-4+ *'mbrot6s 
(brot6s) MORTAL. So ambro·siAL immortal, 
divine. XVI. f. L. ambrosius- Gr. ambr6sios. 

ambs-ace, ames-ace re·mzeis, ei·mzeis 
double ace (the lowest throw at dice). XIII. 
..,. OF. ambes as :- L. ambo both, as ACE; 
see AMBI-, ACE. 

ambulance re·mbjulans moving hospital 
accompanying an army ; vehicle to convey 
injured. XIX. -F. ambulance (1796), replac
ing Mpital ambulant (1762) 'walking hos
pital', earlier Mpital ambulatoire (I637); 
F. ambulant- prp. of L. ambuliire walk; see 
A.'VIBLE, -ANCE, -ANT. 

ambulatory re·mbjul;:>tari pert. to or 
adapted for walking;· sb. a place (covered 
way) to walk in. XVII. - L. ambuliitorius (in 
medL. ambuliitorium as sb.), f. ambuliit-, 
ambulare walk; see AMBLE, -ORY. 

ambuscade rembAskei·d ambush. XVI. 
-F. embuscade- It. imboscata or Sp. em
boscada, Pg. embuscada, pp. deriv. of im
boscare, etc.; in XVI-XVIII also tambuscado; 
see AMBUSH, -ADE, -ADO. 

ambush re·mbuf dispose troops, etc. so as 
to take an enemy by surprise. XIV. -OF. 
embuschier = It. imboscare, Sp. embuscar :
Rom. *imboscare lit. 'put in a wood', f. in 
IM-1+*boscus wood, BUSH. So a·mbush 
sb. xv. -OF. embusche, f. the vb. Earlier 
a·mbushMENT. XIV. -OF. embuschement. 

ameer, amir iemia·.I, re·mi;:>.I ruler of Scinde 
and Afghanistan. XIX. -(through Pers. 
and Urdu) Arab. amir commander, f. amara 
tell, command. Formerly used for EMIR. 

amelcorn re·m;:>lk5.In the larger spelt, 
French rice. XVI. - Du., G. amelkorn, f. L. 
amylum(- Gr. dmulon) starch+kom CORN. 

ameliorate ami-\i;:>reit improve. XVIII. 
Alteration of earlier MELIORATE after F. 
ameliorer, refash. after L. melior of OF. 
ameillorer, f. a- AD-+ meillorer, f. meilleur 
better. 

amen eime·n, ame·n. XIII. - ecclL. iimen 
-Gr. iim~n- Heb. limen certainty, truth, f. 
iiman strengthen, confirm; used advb. as 
in affirmation or ratification of what is said 
by another, 'certainly', 'verily', and taken 
into Christian liturgical use from the Bible 
(cf. Deut. xxvii rs-z6, I Kings i 36) as a 
conclusion to prayers or confessions of 
faith. 

amenable ami·n;:>bl liable to be brought 
before any jurisdiction; answerable or 
responsive (to). XVI. Earliest form ames
nable, presumably -legal AN. *ame(s)nable, 
f. (O)F. amener bring to, f. a- AD-+mener 
bring, lead :- (pop.) L. miniire drive (ani
mals), for L. miniiri threaten, f. mime threats ; 
see MENACE, -ABLE. 

AMICE 

amendame·ndtmend(clothes)xm(AncrR.); 
correct, reform, improve. XIII. - (O)F. 
amender = Pr., Cat. amendar, It. ammendare 
:- Rom. *admendiire, alteration by prefix
substitution of emendiire EMEND. Aphetic 
MEND. So ame·ndMENT. XIII (RGlouc.). 
-OF. amendement. ame·nds compensation 
for loss, etc. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. amen
des pecuniary fine, penalties, pl. of amende 
reparation, f. amender. 

amenity ami·niti, -en- pleasantness. XIV. 
- (O)F. amenite or L. amamitas, f. amrenus 
pleasant, rei. to amiire love. 

amerce ama·.Is impose a fine on. XIV. ME. 
amercy- AN. amercier, orig. in estre amercie 
be placed at the mercy of another (as to the 
amount of a fine), f. phr. a merci at (the) 
MERCY. So ame·rceMENT. XIV. -AN. 
amerciment. ame·rciament. xv. - medL. 
amerciiimentum, f. amerciiire, latinization of 
AN. amercier. 

American ame·rikan pert. to America. XVI. 
- modL. Americiinus, f. America, which 
appears first, as an alternative suggestion to 
Amerige, in 'Cosmographiae Introductio ... 
Insuper quattuor Americi Vespucii nauiga
tiones', I 507; f. L. form, Americus Vespu
tius, of the name of the It. navigator 
Amerigo Vespucci (xv); see -AN. Hence 
Ame·ricanrsM, Ame·ricanrzE XVIII. 
A·merind, Ameri·NDIAN XIX. 

ames-ace var. of AMBS-ACE. 
amethyst re·mi]Jist precious stone. XIII. 

ME. amatist(e), ametist- OF. amatiste, 
ametiste - L. amethystus - Gr. amethustos, 
sb. use (sc. lithos stone) of adj. f. a- A- 4 + 
*methustos, f. methuskein intoxicate, f. methu 
wine, MEAD1 ; the stone was so named 
because it was supposed to prevent intoxica
tion. In XVI the sp. was remodelled with 
-th- after later F. and L. So amethy·stine. 
XVII. - L.- Gr.; see -INE1• 

amiable ei·miabl friendly (now only of 
temper, etc.) XIV; tlovable XIV; likeable 
XVIII. - (O)F. amiable :- L. amicabilem, -is 
friendly, AMICABLE. Later infl. in sense by 
F. aimable lovable, likeable (OF. amable) :
L. amiibilem, f. amiire love; see -BLE. Hence 
amiaBI'LITY XIX. ('It is quite painful to 
look at such terms as womanized, amiability 
. . .','Edinburgh Review', I807, p. 439.) 

amianthus remi:oe·n)J;:>s variety of asbestos. 
XVII. - L. amiantus- Gr. amiantos, f. a- A-' 
+miainein defile; so called because it is 
freed from all stains by being thrown into 
fire. For the sp. with tlz cf. AMARANTH. 
(Earlier tamiant - F. amiante.) 

amicable re·mikabl friendly. xv. -late L. 
. amiciibilis, f. L. amicus friend (rei. to amiire 
love); see -ABLE, AMIABLE. 

amice re·mis (eccl.) linen vestment cover
ing neck and shoulders. xv (XIV in Wycl. 
Bible tr. Vulg. amictus). Earlier amis, ames(s) 
- medL. amicia, -isia, of obscure formation; 
superseding the var. tamit (XIV) -OF. amit 



AMID 

(mod. amict) :- L. amictu-s outer garment, 
cloak, sb. use of pp. of amicire wrap round, 
f. am-, shortd. form of ambi-, amb- + *-ic
throw (cf. INJECT). Formally not distinct 
from the word denoting the tippet or hood, 
usually furred, worn in choir (xv amisse of 
gris)- OF. aumusse, corr. to Pr. almussa, 
Sp. abnucio (cf. MOZZETTA)- medL. a[
milcia, -ium, which has the appearance of a 
formation with Arab. AL- 2 (but no such 
Arab. form is known). The latter word is 
now often dist. as almuce ::e·lmjus with 
assim. to medL. 

amid ::lmi·d in the middle or midst of. OE. 
on middum, on middan, on midre, i.e. ON (in) 
with obi. case of MID in concord with a sb. 
ME. amidde (XIII) was later extended with 
-s to amiddes, whence ami·dst (xvi), by 
addition of parasitic t, as in against. 

amide ::e·maid (chem.) XIX. f. AMIMONIA+ 
-IDE. The present application, dating from 
r863, differs from the original. So amine 
::e·main r863 j see -INE5• Cf. VITAMIN. 

amir see AMEER. 

amidships ::lmi·dfips in the middle of the 
ship. XVII. Alteration, by assoc. with AMID, 
of midships (XVII), prob. of LG. origin (Du. 
midscheeps, f. mid MID, scheeps, g. of schip 
SHIP; cf. G. mittschiffs). 

amiss ::lmi·s erroneously, badly. XIII. ME. 
a mis, on mis, prob. -ON. d mis, so as to 
miss or not to meet, i.e. d ON, A-', mis, 
identical in form with the prefix mis- MIS-1 

and rei. to missa, missir loss, missa lose, 
MISS1 • Hence adj. 

amity re·miti friendliness. xv. - (O)F. 
amititi = Pr., Cat. amistat, It. amista, Pg. 
amizade :-Rom. *amicittitem, -tiis, f. ami
cus friend j see AMICABLE, -ITY. 

ammonia ::lmou·ni::l nitrogen hydride 
XVIII; aqueous solution of this XIX. - modL. 
ammonia (Bergman, 1782), so named as 
being obtained from sal ammoniac, L. sal 
ammoniacus. So ammo·niAC. XIV. Earliest 
form armoniak - medL. armoniacus, -um, 
alteration of ammoniacus, -um - Gr. am
moniak6s, -k6n, applied as sb. to a salt and a 
gum obtained from a region in Libya near 
the temple of Jupiter Ammon (Ammon, Gr. 
form of the name of the Egyptian deity 
Amiln). Also ammoniACAL ::emonai·::lk::l! 
XVIII. ammonium ::lmou·ni::lm radical of 
salts of ammonia. XIX. - modL. ammonium 
(Berzelius, r8o8), f. AMMONIA; see -IUM. 

ammonite ::e·m::lnait fossil genus of cepha
lopods. XVIII. - modL. ammonites (Bru
guiere), f. medL. name cornu Ammonis 
'horn of Ammon' given to these fossils from 
their resemblance to the involuted horn of 
Jupiter Ammon; see prec. and -ITE. 

aminunition remjuni·J::ln military supplies, 
formerly gen., nowonlyofoffensivemissiles. 
XVII. Earliest forms amunition, am(m)oni
tioune- F. t am(m)unition, resulting from a 

AMOUNT 

wrong analysis of la munition the supplies 
(see MUNITION) as l'amunition. 

amnesia ::emm·st::l, -Zi::l (path.) loss of 
memory. XIX. - modL. - Gr. amnesia, f. a
A-4+ *mne- (base *men- *mon-; see MIND). 

amnesty ::e·mnisti act of oblivion, authorita
tive pardon of offences. XVI. - F. amnestie 
or L. amnestia- Gr. amnestfti oblivion, f. 
dmnestos not remembering, f. a-A- 4+ *mne-; 
see prec. and -Y 3• 

amnion ::e·mni<:>n (anat.) caul. XVII. - modL. 
- Gr. amnion, dim. of amn6s lamb. 

amreba ::lmi·b::l (zoo!.) microscopic animal
cule of the class Protozoa, the shape of which 
is perpetually changing. XIX. - modL. 
- Gr. amoib£ change, alternation. 

amrebrean ::emibi·::ln alternately answering. 
XVII. f. late L. amreb<Eus - Gr. amoibaios 
interchanging, f. amoib£; see prec. and -AN. 

among ::lmA'IJ in the midst of. OE. onge
mang, -mong, i.e. ON, gemang mingling, 
assemblage, crowd (cf. gemengan MINGLE), 
prop. a phr. used as a prep. with dative; later 
onmang, -mong, whence amang, among; cf. 
A- 1• The simple OE. gemang was also used 
as a prep., later timong, aphetic mong, 
which was freq. spelt 'mong as if for among. 
Extended with advb. -s to amonges xm, 
whence among est, amongst (xvi); cf. 
AMIDST, AGAINST. 

Amontillado ::lm<:>ntiliii·dou variety of 
sherry. xrx. Sp., f. Mantilla town in Spain, 
after afrancescado Frenchified, etc. 

amoral ::em<:>·r::ll, eim<:>·r::ll non-moral. XIX 
(R. Stevenson). f. A-4+MORAL. 

amorce ::lm5·;rs cap for a toy pistol. xx. 
- (O)F. amorce, orig. amorse, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of tamordre bite on, attract, f. a
AD-+mordre (cf. MORDANT). 

amorous ::e·m::lr::ls inclined to love; en
amoured. XIV. -OF. amorous (mod. amou
reux)- medL. amorosus, f. amor love ; see-ous. 

amorphous ;:~m5·;rf::ls shapeless. XVIII. f. 
modL. amorphus- Gr. dmorphos, f. a- A- 4 + 
morphif shape (cf. MORPHIA); see -ous. 

amort ::lm5·;rt (arch.) lifeless, spiritless. 
XVI. orig. all amort- (with assim. to ALL) 
F. a la mort to the death; the unqualified 
amort (XVII) has the appearance of being 
-F. a mort. 

amortize ::lm5·;rtiz (leg.) alienate in mort
main XIV; extinguish (a debt) XIX. f. 
amortiss-, lengthd. stem of (O)F. amortir = 
Pr. amortir, It. ammortire :-Rom. *admor
tire, f. ad AD-+mort-, mars death (see 
MORTAL); the sp. with -ize is due to medL. 
admortiztire, which is formed on the Rom. 
forms with -izdre -IZE. Hence amortizA·
TION. XVII; in medL. admortiztitio. 

amount ;:~mau·nt tgo up, ascend; rise to a 
certain level. XIII.- OF. amunter, amo(u)nter, 
f. amant upward, i.e. a mont :- L. ad montem 
to the hill, upward; see MOL'NT1 and cf. 
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AMOUR 

PARAMOUNT. Hence amou•nt sb. XVIII. 
amour amua·.l tlove XIII; (illicit) love

affair XVI (pl., Barbour). - (O)F. amour :
L. amorem, nom. amor love, rei. to amiire vb. 
love. The F. word was reintroduced in XVI, 
when the early anglicized amour had become 
obs. or was replaced (temporarily) by the L. 
form amor (XVI-XVII}. Cf. PARAMOUR. 

ampere re·mpea.I unit of electric current. XIX. 
f. name of Andre Marie Ampere, French 
P-hysicist (d. 1836); adopted by the Congres 
Electrique at Paris, r88r. abbrev. amp. 

ampersand rempa.zsre·nd XIX. For and per 
se and, name of the character & as it appears 
at the end of the alphabet in a primer or 
hornbook; 'and (standing) by itself, and'; 
see PER. Current dial. in many var. forms, 
e.g. ampussy (and), ampusand, amsiam. ('Of 
all the types in a printer's hand Commend 
me to theAmperzand', Punch, I 7 April I 869.) 

amphi- re·mfi repr. Gr. amphi-, prefix used in 
the senses of dmpho BOTH, of both kinds, and 
amphi on both sides (of.) 

amphibium remfi·biam creature that lives 
in water or on land. XVII. modL. (sc. animal) 
-Gr. amphibian (sc. z8ion), sb. use of n. of 
adj. amphibios (bios life; see QUICK); pl. 
Amphi·bia division of animals variously 
defined since Linmeus XVIII. So amphi·
biAN, -!OUS XVII. 

amphibole re·mfiboul tambiguity XVII; 
(min.) hornblende, so named by Haiiy, I80I, 

on account of the protean variety of its 
composition. - F.- L. -bolum- Gr. -bolon 
(bdllein throw). amphibo·LOGY amphiboly. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. -late L. (-bologia, for 
L.-bolia, whence amphi·boly xvi). 

a·mphibrach -brrek metrical foot v- v. 

xvr. - L. -ys, -us 'short at both ends'- Gr. 
amphibrakhus (cf. BRACHY-). 

amphimacer remfi·masa.l (pros.) metrical 
foot - v -. xvr. - L. amphimacrus - Gr. 
amphimakros (sc. polis foot) long at both 
ends (makros long; cf. MAGNITUDE). 

amphisbrena remfisbi·na fabled serpent 
with a head at each end. XVI. L. - Gr. 
amphisbaina, f. amphis at both ends, AMPHI
+base of bainein go (cf. COME). 

amphitheatre re·mfipiatar oval or circular 
building built round an arena XIV. - L. 
amphitheiitrum - Gr. amphitluJiitron; see 
AMPHI-, THEATRE. So F. amphitheatre. 

amphora re·mfara two-handled vessel; 
liquid measure XVII (cited earlier as L.; and 
anglicized tamfor, tamfer, or- F. amphore). 
L. - Gr. amphorezis, for *amphiphoreus lit. 
'borne on both sides', f. amphi- AMPHI- + 
*plz01·- *plzer- BEAR2• 

ample re·mpl spacious, copious, quite 
enough. xv. - (O)F. ample- L. amplus. So 
ampli'\'TION enlargement XVI. a·mpliFY 
xv. a·mplificA·TION. XVI; (rhet.) tr. Gr. 
avgT]U<S. a·mpliTUDE. ampLY2 re·mpli. XVI. 

ampulla rempu·la vessel for holy oil, etc. 
XVI (earlier ampul(le) XII - (O)F.). L., two-

ANA 

handled big-bellied flask or pot, dim. of 
ampora, var. of AMPHORA. 

amputate re·mpjuteit lop or cut off. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. amputiire, f. am- for amb
around, AMBI- + putare prune, lop ; see -ATE 3

• 

So amputA·TION. XVII. -F. or L. 
amuck, amok amA·k in frenzied thirst for 

blood; also fig. XVII. - Malay iimoq fighting 
furiously, in homicidal frenzy. Appears 
first in XVI in forms (pl. amochy, amocchi, 
amouclzi) repr. Pg. amouco, amuco, in the 
sense of 'frenzied Malay' ; otherwise chiefly 
in phr. run amuck, also (wrongly divided) 
a muck, whence the treatment of muck as a 
sb., e.g. 'to run an Indian muck' (Dryden). 

amulet re·mjulet object worn as a charm. 
XVII. -F. amulette- L. amuletum (Varro); 
a proposed Arabic origin is unsupported. 

amuse amjii·z tbeguile, delude xv; tdis
tract, bewilder; divert with entertaining 
matter XVII. - (O)F. amuser tdeceive, enter
tain, f. a AD-+ muser MUSE1 (which is earlier) ; 
recorded only occas. before I6oo (not in 
Sh.). amu·seMENT. XVII. -F. 

amygdaloid ami·gdaloid almond-shaped; 
rock containing almond-shaped nodules. 
XVIII. f. Gr. amugddle ALMOND+-om. 

amyl- re·mil (chem.) f. L. amjylum starch 
(-Gr. dmulon)+-YL. 

an1 an, (emph.) ren reduced form of OE. tin 
ONE, due to loss of stress; now a var. of A1 
retained before vowel sounds and before 
unstressed syllables having initial (h) (e.g. 
an lzisto·rical) and occas. before (j), as an 
unique, and arch. in such an one. 

an2 an reduced form of AND, recorded from 
XII and in colloq. use since then. For for 
sense 'if' (XIII) see AND. 

an-1 an assim. form of AD- before n ; cf. AC-. 

an- 2 an, ren repr. Gr. privative an- not, 
without, lacking, orig. form of A- 4 retained 
before vowels, as in words taken from Gr., 
e.g. anarchy, anonymous, and hence in mod. 
technical terms, e.g. analgesic, anallagmatic, 
analphabetic, anharmonic, anhydrous, aniso
merous. 

-an an repr. L. -iinus, -iina, -iinum of or 
belonging to, as in urbiinus URBAN, f. urbs 
city, silviinus SILVAN, f. silva wood. The F. 
form -ain, -aine was at first retained in some 
adoptions, but was later superseded by -an. 
In german, germane, human, humane, urban, 
urbane, there is differentiation of meaning 
by the use of different forms of the suffix. 
See also -EAN, -IAN. 

ana1 re·n;:, XIV. medL. -Gr. and ANA-, used 
in recipes for 'of each, of every one alike'. 

ana• ei·na, a·na collection of miscellaneous 
writings or sayings of or concerning a per
son. xvm. A detached use (prob. after F.) 
ofL. -tina, n. pl. of -anus -AN, used in titles of 
such collections, more usu. in -iana, e.g. 
'Scaligeriana, sive excerpta ex ore Josephi 
Scaligeri' (1666). 
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ANA-

ana- re·n;~, ;,nre·, before a vowel an- ren, 
;,n repr. Gr. and up (in place or time), back, 
again, anew (see ON), as in Anabaptist, 
analysis, anatomy. 

Anabaptist ren;~bre·ptist one who re
baptizes (German sect); Baptist XVI. -F. 
anabaptiste or modL. anabaptista, f. ecciL. 
anabaptismus (Augustine), ecc!Gr. mwbdp
tisma, f. anabaptizare, anabaptizein; see 
ANA-, BAPTIZE, -IST. 

anabasis ;,nre·b;~sis military advance (spec. 
that of Cyrus the Younger into Asia, related 
by Xenophon). XVIII. -Gr. anabasis ascent, 
f. anabainein walk up; see ANA-, BASIS. 

anachronism ;,nre·kr;~nizm chronological 
error or discrepancy. XVII. -F. anachro
nisme or Gr. anakhronism6s, f. anakhroni
zesthai refer to a wrong time, f. and back+ 
khronos time; see ANA-, CHRONIC, -ISM. 

anacoluthon ren;,koliu·pvn lack of gram
matical sequence. XVIII. -late L.- Gr. ana
k6louthon, n. sg. of adj. 'lacking sequence', 
f. AN-2 -1-akolouthos following (cf. ACOLYTE). 

anaconda ren;~k<~·nd;, large S. American 
boa. XVIII. First applied to an alleged large 
snake of Ceylon, app. as an (unexpl.) altera
tion of anacandaia (Ray I693), which is 
for Sinhalese henacandaya 'lighting-stem', 
whip-snake; by some blunder transf. by 
Daudin to the aquatic boa Eunectes murinus 
(Boa anaconda). 

anacreontic ;,nrekri<~·ntik resembling the 
poems of the Greek lyric poet Anacreon (VI 
B.c.); also sb. XVII (Cowley). -late L. ana
creonticus, f. Gr. Anacreont-, Anacreon; 
see -IC. 

anacrusis ren~krii·sis (pros.) introductory 
syllable(s) at the beginning of a line. XIX. 
- modL. - Gr. andkrousis prelude, f. ana
krouein, f. and up, ANA-+krouein strike. 

anadem re·n;Jdem wreath. XVII (Drayton). 
- L. anadema - Gr. anddema head-band, f. 
anadein, f. and up, ANA- + defn bind (cf. 
DIADEM). 

anadromous ;~nre·dr~m~s (zoo!.) ascend
ing rivers to spawn. XVIII. f. Gr. anddromos, 
f. and up, ANA--+-drom-, as in dr6mos course 
(dramezn, corr. to Skr. drdmati run); see -ous. 

anremia ~ni·mi~ morbid lack of blood. 
XIX. - modL. -Gr. anaim{a, f. an- A- 4 + 
hazma blood (cf. H.IEMATO-). Hence 
anre·mic. XIX. 

anresthesia renispi·zi~ loss of feeling or 
sensation. XIX. - modL.- Gr. anaisthesia, 
f. an- A-4 -1-aisthesis sensation, f. base of 
aisthdnesthai feel, perceive, rei. to aiein 
hear, L. audire (see AUDIENCE). So anres
thetrc -pe·tik. XIX. f. Gr. anaisthet6s 
insensible (cf . .!ESTHETIC). Both introduced 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes in I846. Hence 
anresthetiST, -IZE reni·spltist, -aiz. XIX. 

anaglyph re·n~glif embossed ornament. 
xvrr. - Gr. anagluph~ work in low relief, f. 
and ANA--1-gluphein carve (cf. CLEFT). 

anagogic ren~g<1·d3ik mystical. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible; rare before XVII) (of biblical exegesis). 

ANARCHY 

- medL. anagogzcus - Gr. anagogikos, f. 
anagoge (religious or ecstatic) elevation, 
mystical sense, f. andgein lift up, elevate, f. 
an- ANA--l-dgein lead (cf. ACT); see -Ic. So 
anago·giCAL. XVI (Tindale). 

anagram re·n~grrem transposition of the 
letters of a word or phrase to make a new 
one. XVI. - F. anagramme- modL. ana
gramma, f. Gr. and ANA-+ grdmma letter (see 
GRAMMAR), after anagrammatizein transpose 
letters. 

anal ei·n;J! see ANUS. 
analects re·n~lekts literary gleanings. XVII. 

- L. analecta- Gr. andlekta (n. pl.) things 
gathered up, f. anaUgein, f. and up, ANA-+ 
fegein gather (cf. COLLECT). 

analogue re•n;J!<Jg analogous word, thing, 
etc. XIX. - F. analogue- Gr. andlogon (used 
in Eng. somewhat earlier), sb. use of n.sg. 
of andlogos (f. and-!- logos ratio, proportion), 
whence, through L. analogus, analogous 
~me·l~g~s similar, parallel. XVII. See ANA-, 
LOGIC. 

analogy ;,nre·l~d3i proportion XV; simi
larity, parallelism XVII. - (O)F. analogie or 
L. analogia- Gr. analogia equality of ratios, 
proportion (orig. math.), f. andlogos ANA
LOGOUS. So analogiC ren;~I<J·d3ik XVII, 
analo·giCAL XVI. f. F. analogique or L. 
analogicus- Gr. analogik6s. 

analyse re·n~laiz tdissect; ascertain the 
elements of; examine minutely. XVII. First 
recorded in the title 'The Phcenix Analysde' 
(I6oi), by B. Jonson: perh. orig. f. tanalyse, 
tanalise (xvii-xvm), anglicized form of 
ANALYSIS, and later infl. by F. analyser. 
Early forms such as analize, analyze show 
assimn. to verbs in -IZE; the second of these 
forms prevails in U.S. So analyst re·n~list. 
XVII. - F. analyste, f. analyser, by assocn. 
with pairs in -iser, -iste ( -IZE, -IST). analysis 
;Jnre·llsis resolution into elements. XVI. 
- medL. analysis- Gr. andlusis, f. analuein 
unloose, undo, f. and up, back, ANA--1-lUein 
LOOSE. analytiC ren~!i·tik. XVI. - late L. 
analyticus- Gr. analutik6s, f. analuein; 
earliest use as sb. pl. (title of Aristotle's 
treatise on logic). Also analy·tiCAL. XVI. 

ananas ~nli·mes pine-apple, Ananassa 
sativa. xvr. -F. or Sp. ananas, anana 
- Guarani anana fruit of the tree, under 
which name it was first described by Andre 
Thevenet in I 55 5. 

anaprest re·n;~pist (pros.) the foot v v -. 
XVII (earlier in L. form). - L. anaprestus 
-Gr. andpaistos reversed, lit. 'struck back' 
(sc. pous foot), f. and ANA-+paiein strike; 
so called because it is the dactyl (- v v) 
reversed. So anapre·stiC. XVII. -late L.- Gr. 

anaphora ;~nre·f;~r;, (rhet.) repetition XVI; 
(liturg.) Eucharistic canon xvm.- L. - Gr. 
anaphord carrying back, repetition (Longi
nus), offering (LXX), f. at;af?htlrein 

2
carry up 

or back, f. and ANA-+pherem BEAR . 
anarchy re·naJki absence of government. 

XVI. - medL. anarchia- Gr. anarkhia, f. 
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ANARTHROUS 

dnarkhos without a chief or head, f. an
A-4+arkh6s leader (cf. ARCH-); so (O)F. 
anarchie. Hence ana·rchrc XVIII, -ICAL 
XVI; cf. F. anarchique. anarch re·nalk 
leader of revolt. xvn (Milton). -Gr. 
dnarkhos. a·narchrsM, -IST. XVII; in more 
recent use dependent on F. anarchisme, -iste. 

anarthrous renii•J]mls (gram.) used with
out the article. xrx. f. Gr. an- A- 4 +drthron 
joint, definite article (see ARM1 ) + -ous. 

anastatic ren:Jstre·tik printed from plates 
in relief. xrx. f. Gr. andstatos, ppl. forma
tion on anasta-, anistdnai set up, f. and up, 
ANA-+ *sta- (cf. STAND, STATIC). 

anastomosis :Jnrestomou·sis cross con
nexion of arteries, etc. XVI. modL. - Gr. 
anastomosis, f. anastorrwun furnish with a 
mouth or outlet, f. and ANA-+st6ma mouth 
(cf. STOMACH); see -osrs. 

anathema :mre·pim:J curse; accursed 
thing. XVI. - ecclL. anathema excom
municated person, sentence of excom
munication- Gr. anathema thing offered 
or devoted, (later spec.) thing devoted to 
evil, accursed thing (see Rom. ix 3); orig. 
var. of anathema offering, f. anathe-, ana
tithenai set up, f. and up, ANA-+tithenai 
place (see Do1). So ana·thematizE. XVI. 
- F. - ecclL. - Gr. 

anatomy :Jnre·t:Jmi dissection of the body; 
science of organic structure ; tskeleton. xrv 
(in early use often anath-, anoth-). -F. 
anatomie -late L. anatomia- Gr. anatomia, 
f. and up, ANA-+ *tom- cut ( cf. -TOMY). 
Through identification of an- with the 
indef. art. A\ AN\ aphetic forms natomy, 
atomy, otamy came into use, esp. in the 
sense 'skeleton'; e.g. 'Thou atomy, thou!' 
(Sh. 'z Hen. IV' v iv 33), 'withered atomies 
of teaspoons' (Dickens). So ana·tomrsT. 
XVI. - F. -iste or medL. *anatomista, f. 
•anatomizare, whence ana·tomiZE. XVI. 

anbury, ambury re·n-, re·mb:Jri tumour 
in cattle; disease of turnips, etc. XVI. perh. 
f. ang- in OE. angnregl AGNAIL, angseta 
carbuncle, pimple+BERRY in the sense of 
red mark or pustule; cf. Sc. tangilberry 
(xvr), north. dial. angleberry. 

-ance :Jns suffix repr. F. -ance :- L. -antia, 
f. -ant- -ANT+-ia -Y 3

• Through such pairs 
as appear, appearance, it became to some 
extent a living suffix and was appended to 
vbs. of non-Rom. origin, e.g. forbear, for
bearance, hinder, hindrance, rid, riddance, 
utter, utterance. Cf. -ANCY. 

ancestor re·nsist:Jl, -ses- forefather. XIII. 
Early forms are of three types: (i) auncetre, 
surviving xvn in latinized sp. auncitor; 
(ii) ancestre, antecedent of the present form 
through ancestour, by assim. to -tour, -TOR; 
(iii) ancessour (rare). - OF. ancestre (mod. 
ancetre) orig. nom. :- L. antecessor, and 
OF. ances(s)our ace. :- L. antecessorem pre
decessor (cf. Pr. ancestre, ancessor), f. ante
cedere precede, f. ante before + cedere go 

ANCIENT 

(cf. CEDE). MF. antecesseur was also repr. 
by tantecessor (xv-xix). So a·ncestRY 
descent, line of ancestors. XIV. Modifica
tion, after ancestre, of OF. ancesserie, f. 
ancessour; see -Y3, -RY. 

anchor1 re·l)k:JJ appliance for mooring a 
vessel to the bottom. OE. ancor, -er, ancra 
- L. ancora- Gr. dgkiira (see ANGLE 2). 

The L. word was adopted early in the LG. 
area, hence it passed eastwards and north
wards; cf. OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. anker, 
late OHG. anchar (G. anker), ON. akkeri. 
The OE. word was reinforced in ME. by 
(O)F. ancre ( = It., Pr., etc. ancora). The 
present sp. follows corrupt L. anchora. So 
a·nchor vb. XIII. - (O)F. ancrer, medL. 
ancorare. Hence a·nchorAGE XVII; after 
F. ancrage. 

anchor• re·IJk:l.I (arch.) anchorite. OE. 
ancra, ancor, -er- Olr. anchara, shortened 
- ecclL. anachoreta ANCHORITE ; used by Sh. 
('Hamlet' III ii zz9). Hence anchor-hold 
anchorite's retreat XVII; see HOLD 2• Hence 
a·nchoress, a·ncress xrv; see -Ess1• 

anchorite, anchoret re·IJbrait, -et reli
gious recluse occupying a cell. xv. - medL. 
anc(h)orita, ecclL. anchoreta- ecciGr. ana
khoretifs, f. anakhorefn retire, retreat, f. and 
back, ANA-+khorefn give place, withdraw, 
f. kMra, khoros space, place. (Cf. F. ana
chorete.) Superseded ANCHOR2 • 

anchovy re·ntJouvi, re·ntJ:Jvi small fish of 
the herring family. XVI (Sh.). Earlier forms 
usu. pl. anchoves, anchovas, anchioves, later 
anchovees. - Sp., Pg. anchova, anchoa (It. 
acciuga, dial. anciova); has been supposed 
to be :-Rom. *apiu(v)a- Gr. aphue some 
small fish; but G. anschovis (- Du. ansjovis) 
has been referred to Basque anchu. (F. 
anchois is- modPr. anchoio- Sp.) 

anchusa renkju·z:J, rentJu·z:J boraginaceous 
plant alkanet. - L. anchiisa (Pliny) - Gr. 
dgkhousa (Theophrastus), egkhousa (Aristo
phanes). 

anchylosis reiJkilou·sis formation of a stiff 
joint. XVIII. - modL.- Gr. agkulosis, f. 
agkuloun crook, f. agkulos crooked; see 
-OSIS. The normal repr. of the Gr. form 
would be *ancylosis; h has been inserted to 
denote the k-sound (cf. F. ankylose). Hence, 
by back-formation, a·nchylose vb. XVIII; 
prob. after F. ankyloser. 

ancient1 ei·nf:Jnt of times long past, very 
old XIV; sb. XIV. ME. auncien, -ian- AN. 
auncien, (O)F. ancien, corr. to Pr. ancian, 
Sp. anciano, It. anziano, repr. Rom. •anti
anu-s, •anteanu-s, f. ante before, ANTE-+ 
-anus -AN. The addition of homorganic t 
to final n (xv) is paralleled in pageant, 
pheasant, tyrant, and the pronunc. of the 
first syll. in angel, chamber, chang,;, manger. 
Hence a·ncientRY. XVI. tancienty. xrv. 
-AN. aunciente, (O)F. anciennete; see -Y3 • 

ancient• ei·nJant. XVI. (arch.) corruption 
of ENSIGN by assocn. of such forms as ensyne 
with ancien, ANCIENT1 ; in senses (i) standard 
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ANCILLARY 

XVI and (ii) standard-bearer XVI (Sh.), for 
tancient-bearer. 

ancillary re·nsil;}ri subsidiary. XVII. - L. 
ancilliiris, f. ancilla handmaid, fern. dim. of 
anculus servant; see -ARY. Cf. CAPILLARY. 

ancona renkou·n;} altar-piece consisting of 
panels. XIX. -It., medL. ancona, pro b. 
-Gr. eih6na, ace. of eihon image, ICON, perh. 
blended with Gr. anMn (modGr. anhi5ni) 
corner, sacred images being often at street 
corners in Italy. 

•ancy ;msi repr. L. -antia -ANCE. 

and ;}nd, ;m, n, (emph.) rend along with, 
in addition to. OE. and, ond, carr. to OFris. 
and(a), ande, end(a), en, OS. ande, endi 
(Du. en), OHG. anti, enti, inti, unti (G. und), 
and Skr. dtha (:- *(ztha) thereupon, also. 
(OE. rend, end, showing mutation, if it sur
vived, would, owing to lack of stress, co
incide with and; see AN 2.) Connexion with 
OE. and- (as in andswam ANSWER), ON. 
and-, Goth. anda-, and Skr. anti over against, 
Gr. anti against, L. ante before, and OE. 
ende END, etc. is no longer gen. accepted. 
A special development of meaning is that 

of 'if' (XIII), which was a common use also 
of MHG. unde; it may have arisen out of 
such constructions as OE. gelice and just as 
if, and have been reinforced from Scand. 
(cf. ON. endaandif, even if, en if). Nowusu. 
spelt an, an' in this sense; formerly often 
coupled with if, whence dial. nif, for an if. 

andante rendre·nti (mus.) moderately slow. 
XVIII. It., prp. of amlare go :- *ambitiire, 
alteration of L. ambuliire (cf. AMBLE). So 
andantino -i·nou. XIX. 

andiron re·ndai;:,m fire-dog. XIV. ME. 
aundyre, aundyrne, -erne- OF. andier (mod. 
landier for l'andier) with assimn. of the 
second syll. to IRON (ME. ire, iren); ult. 
origin unkn. Cf. tlandiron (XV-XVII). 

androgynous rendm·d3in;:,s hermaphro
dite; spec. in bot. XVII. f. L. androgynus 
-Gr. andr6gunos male and female in one, 
f. andro-, anir man, male (f. base meaning 
'strong')+gun£ woman, female (cf. QUEA::<!); 
see -ous. Also androgyne re·ndrod3ain 
hermaphrodite XVI; androgynous plant 
XVIII. - (O)F. androgyne- L. 

·ane1 see -AN. 

-ane2 ein (chem.) in the systematic nomen
clature of Hofmann (r866), the termination 
for names of the hydrocarbons called paraf
fins, e.g. ethane; devised to introduce with a 
the vowel series already in vogue, -ene, -ine, 
-one(repr. Gr. -ene, -ini', -one), in the nomen
clature of other classes of hydrocarbons. 

anecdote re·nikdout t (pl.) secret history 
XVII ; story of a detached incident XVIII. 
orig. pl. - modL. anecdota (or its deriv. F. 
anecdotes) -Gr. anehdota things unpub
lished, n. pl. of anekdotos, f. an- A- 4 +ekdotos, 
f. ehdid6nai publish, f. eh out+did6nai give 
(see DONATION). Derived primarily from the 
title Anehdota of Procopius' unpublished 

ANGEL 

memoirs (vii) of the private life of the 
Emperor Justinian and Theodora. Hence 
a·necdotAGE anecdotes collectively XIX 
(De Quincey); garrulous old age XIX (attri
buted to John Wilkes) assoc. with DOTAGE. 

anele ;}ni'l (arch.) anoint. XIV. f. an-, OE. 
on- + ME. elien, f. OE. ele- L. oleum OIL. 
Preserved in unaneled not having received 
extreme unction (Sh. 'Hamlet' I v 77). 

anemo- re·nimou, renimD' repr. anemo-, 
comb. form of Gr. dnemos wind, rei. to 
ANIML'S; e.g. anemo·METER XVIII. 

anemone ;me·mani genus of ranuncula
ceous plants (the flowers were said to open 
under the influence of wind) XVI; name of 
certain bright-coloured zoophytes with 
expanded disks XVIII. - L. anemone- Gr. 
anemone, f. dnemos wind (cf. ANIMATE) + 
suffix -one. It has been suggested that the 
Gr. word is an etymologizing perversion of 
Heb.-Aram. Na'amiin, name of Adonis, 
from whose blood the plant was fabled to 
have sprung. 

anent ane·nt tin company with OE. ; 
tfacing, towards; concerning XIV. OE. 
phr. on efen, efn, or emn, ME. onevent, 
anont, anentes, (dial.) anenst, from XIV anent; 
i.e. ON, efen EVEN, on a level (with), side by 
side (with), beside, opposite, against, to
wards, in view of; = OS. an eban, MHG. 
eneben, nebent, (also mod.) neben. The 
suffix -es, -s and parasitic t appear c. I200. 

aneroid re·naroid kind of barometer. 
XIX. -F. anerolde, f. Gr. a- A-4 +ner6s wet, 
damp + -ozde -om (used arbitrarily); so 
called because the pressure of the air is not 
measured by means of a column of fluid. 

aneurysm, aneurism re·njurizm morbid 
dilatation of an artery. xv. -Gr. aneu
rusma dilatation, f. aneurunein widen out, 
f. and ANA-+eurrinein widen, f. eurzis wide. 
Cf. F. anevrisme. The unetymological sp. 
with i is the commoner. 

anew anji1· tlately, recently; afresh. XIV. 
ME. of nezve, of the newe, o newe, i.e. OF, A- 2, 

NEW, prob. after OF. de neuf, de nouveau, 
L. de novo; replacing OE. niwe, niwan, 
edniwe, edniwan newly, recently (OMercian 
ofniowe, tr. L. denuo, is isolated). The form 
anew was established XVI. 

anfractuosity re:nfrrektju;:>·siti circuitous
ness, intricacy. XVI. -F. anfractuosite, f. 
late L. anfractuosus winding, f. L. anfractus 
bending, f. anfract-, pp. stem of anfringere, 
f. amb- AMBI-+ frangere BREAK. So anfra·c
tcocs circuitous XVII; cf. F. anfractueux. 

angary re·l)gari right of a belligerent to 
use or destroy neutrals' property. XIX. -F. 
angarie- It. angaria- late L. angaria forced 
service- Gr. aggarefii office of an dngaros 
(Persian word, perh. rei. to dggelos ANGEL) 
mounted courier liable to be impressed for 
carrying royal dispatches; see -Y3• 

angel ei·nd3:Jl messenger of God; guardian 
spirit XII ; in full angel noble, gold coin with 



ANGELICA 

a figure of the archangel Michael xv. -OF. 
angele = Pr. angel, It. angelo- ecciL. an
gelus- Gr. dggelos messenger. Superseded 
OE. engel e·l)gel (which survived till XIII) = 
OFris. angel, engel, OS. engil, OHG. angil, 
engil (Du., G. engel), ON. engill, Goth. 
aggilus; CGerm. - ecciL. angelus (in Goth. 
per h. immed.- Gr.); one of the earliest Germ. 
adoptions from L. Hence angelic 1end3e·lik 
XV. - (O)F. -late L.- Gr. ange·lrcAL. XVI. 

angelica 1end3e·lib aromatic plant used 
in cooking, etc. xvr. - medL., short for 
herba angelica 'angelic plant', so named on 
account of its reputed efficacy against poison 
and pestilence. 

angelus le'nd3il;:~s devotional exercise com
memorating the Incarnation. XVII. Named 
from the first word of the first sentence, 
'Angelus Domini nuntiavit Marile' the angel 
of the Lord brought tidings to Mary. 

anger le'l)g;:>J tdistress, vex XII (Orm); 
excite to wrath XIV. -ON. angra grieve, 
vex, f. angr grief, f. base *ayg- narrow, repr. 
also by ON. r;mgr, Goth. aggwus, and OE. 
enge, OS., OHG. engi (Du., G. eng) narrow; 
rei. to L. angere (see ANGUISH). Hence 
anger sb. ttrouble, affliction; hot dis
pleasure. XIII. (Rare ME. ange (Orm) was 
a direct adoption of 01'<. angr.) Hence 
a·ngry ttroublesome; ttroubled; enraged 
XIV; see -Y1

• 

angina (prop.) 1e·nd3in;:~, (usu.) 1end3ai·n;:~ 
tquinsy XVI ; short for angina pectoris 
'spasm of the chest' XVIII. - L. angina 
quinsy- Gr. agkh6nestrangling, with assim. 
to angere (see ANGUISH). 

angio-, first el. in many scientific terms, 
repr. Gr. agge'ion vessel, receptacle, dim. of 
dggos (agge-) chest, box. 

angle1 re·l]gl fishing-hook. OE. angul = 
OS., OHG. angul (G. angel), ON. pngull; f. 
Gern<. *ayg- (whence OE. anga sting, goad, 
MHG. ange fish-hook, hinge); cf. next. 
Hence a·ngle vb. fish for. xv. a·nglER1 XVI. 

angle" le'l]gl space between two meeting 
lines or planes. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. angle or 
L. angulu-s corner, dim. of *angus (cf. Gr. 
dgkos bend, agkulos bent, arched, dgkiira 
ANCHOR1). 

Angle le'l]gl one of a LG. tribe that settled 
in Britain. XVIII. - L. Anglus, pl. Angli, in 
Tacitus Anglii - Germ. * Aygli- (whence 
OE. Engle; cf. ENGLISH) the people of 
Angul district of Slesvig so called from its 
shape (mod. Angeln), the same word as 
ANGLE1• Hence A·nglrAN. XVIII. 

Anglican le'l]glik;:~n pert. to the Church of 
England. XVII. - medL. Angliciinus (Angli
cana ecclesia in 'Magna Carta'), f. Anglicus, f. 
AnglusA."1GLE; see-Ic,-AN. Hence F.anglican. 

anglicism le'l]glisizm English feature or 
idiom. XVII. f. L. Anglicus; see prec. and 
-ISM. Hence F. anglicisme. !So a·ngliciZE 
XVIII; earlier (rare) tanglize XVII (Fuller). 

ANIMADVERT 

Anglo- re!]glou mod. comb. form of L. Anglus 
ENGLISH, as in modL. Anglo-Americanus 
XVIII, Anglo-puritanus XVI ; so Anglo
MA'NIA mania for what is English XVIII, 
after F. anglomanie; AngloPHO'BIA XIX; 
Anglo-American, Anglo-Catholic, Anglo
Irish, Anglo-Norman or -French variety of 
French current in England in the Middle 
Ages, ANGLO-SAXON. 

Anglo-Saxon lel)glousle·ks;:~n. XVII (P. 
Holland, tr. Camden's 'Britannia'). -modL. 
Anglo-Saxones pl. (see prec.), for medL. 
Angli Saxones (Paulus Diaconus, VIII) 
designation of Continental origin for the 
'English Saxons' in distinction from the 
'Old Saxons' of the Continent; after OE. 
Angulseaxe, -seaxan, in hybrid form Angul
saxones. 

angostura lel)g;Jstju;:~•r;J bark used as a 
febrifuge and tonic. XVIII (also angustura). 
f. name of a town on the Orinoco, S. 
America, now called Ciudad Bolivar. 

angry le'l)gri see ANGER. 
anguish le'l)gwiJ severe bodily or mental 

suffering. XIII. -OF. anguisse (mod. 
angoisse) = Pr. angoisa, It. angoscia :- L. 
angustia straitness, pl. straits, distress, f. 
angustus narrow, tight, f. *aygh- in L. 
angere, Gr. dgkhein squeeze, strangle, OE. 
enge, OS., OHG. engi (G. enge), ON. pngr, 
Goth. aggwus narrow, and ON. angr (see 
ANGER). For the development -ish cf. -ISH 2• 

angular le'IJgjul;JJ sharp-cornered, pert. 
to an angle. xv. - L. anguldris, f. angulus 
ANGLE 2 ; see -AR and ·cf. F. angulaire. 

anhungered ;:~nhA"I)g;JJd (arch. or obs.) 
hungry. XIV. Alteration of AHUNGERED by 
substitution of an- A-1 for of- A- 2• Hence 
tanhu·ngry. XVII (Sh.). 

anhydrous lenhai·dr;:~s (chem.) having no 
water in its composition. XIX. f. Gr. dnildros, 
f. an- A-4+hudr-, hudor WATER; see -ous. 

anigh ;:~nai· (arch.) near. XVIII. f. NIGH, 
after AFAR; cf. ME. aneh. 

anight ;:~nai·t (arch.) at or by night. XIII. 
ME. a niht, OE. on niht, i.e. ON, NIGHT; cf. 
A-1 • So ani•ghts. XV. 

anil 1e·nil indigo plant; indigo dye. XVI 
(anele, -ile, anill). -F. or Pg. anil- Arab. 
an-nil, i.e. al AL- 2, Arab.-Pers. nil- Skr. nili 
indigo (nila dark blue) NIL1

• Cf. LILAC. 
anile ei·nail, 1e·nail old-womanish. XVII. 

- L. anflis, f. anus old woman; see -ILE. 
aniline 1e·nilain chemical base, the source 
of many dyes. XIX. -G. anilin (C. J. 
Fritzsche, 1841); see ANIL, -INE4 • 

animadvert 1e:nimiedva·Jt to observe XVI; 
pass criticism on XVII. - L. animadvertere, 
i.e. animum advertere turn the mind to 
(ad AD-, vertere Lturn; see -WARD. So 
a:nimadve·rsroN. XVI. - L. or F. The 
unfavourable meaning seems to be due to 
assoc. with L. adversus ADVERSE. 
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ANIMAL 

animal a:·nim<Jl now )( vegetable, mineral. 
(i) As adj. of limited use before XVI as with 
virtue, spirit; first in late ME. (XIV, Ch., 
Trev.) and applied to the faculties of sensa
tion and intelligence )( vital and natural, a 
use fossilized in phr. animal spirits (orig.) 
principle of sensation or volition, (now) 
healthy vivacity, natural gaiety. - (O)F. 
animal, or L. animiilis, in medL. bestial, f. 
anima vital breath; see ANIMATE and -AL 1• 

(ii) As sb. (XIV, Trev.) ult.- L. animal, for 
animiile, sb. use of n. of the adj. In animal 
kingdom, after F. 1·egne animal, the word is 
felt to be rather an attrib. use of the sb. 
Hence a·nimalrsM. XIX (Carlyle). 

animalcule a:nima:· Ikjiil ttiny animal; 
(bioi.) microscopic animal. XVI. - modL. 
animalculum (whence also F. animalcule), 
dim. of animal; see prec. and -CULE. The 
L. form was formerly in Eng. use, with pl. 
animalcula, often irreg. animalcula!. 

animate a:·nimeit give life to. XVI. f. pp. 
stem (see -ATE 3) of L. animiire quicken, f. 
anima air, breath, life, soul, rei. to animus 
spirit, Gr. dnemos wind, Skr. dniti breathe, 
and in Germ. to ON. andi, pnd soul, spirit, 
Goth. us[anan breathe out. So a·nimATE2 

endowed with life XV; )( INANIMATE. ani
mA"TION. XVI. - L. 

animosity a:nimg·siti +spiritedness xv; 
active enmity XVII. - F. animosite or late L. 
animositiis, f. animosus spirited, f. animus 
spirit, mind; see prec. and -OSITY. 

animus a:·nim;Js hostile spirit. XIX. - L. 
animus spirit; see ANIMATE. 

anion a:·nai;Jn (electr.) electro-negative ele
ment. XIX (Faraday). - Gr. anion, n. prp. of 
anienai go up. 

anise a:·nis umbelliferous plant with aro
matic seeds. XIII. - (O)F. anis :- L. anisum 
- Gr. dnison, pro b. of foreign origin. Hence 
a·niseed seed of this. XIV (annes, aneys sede). 

ankle, ancle a:·gkl joint connecting the 
foot with the leg. XIV (ankel). -ON. 
*'ankul- (OSw. ankol, Olcel. pkkla), corr. to 
OFris. ankel, MLG. enkel, MDu. ankel (Du. 
enkel), OHG. anchal, enchil (G. enkel); f. 
*'ar;k- :-IE. *'ar;g-, as in L. angulus A~GLE2 • 
(Superseded OE. ancleow, whence ME. 
anclow, anclee (Ch.) = MDu. anclau, OHG. 
anchliio; perh. f. Germ. *'ar;kal-+ *'kliiwa
CLAW.) Hence anklet a:·gklit ring for the 
ankle XIX; after bracelet. 

ankylosis see A!'<CHYLOSIS. 
anlace a:·nl<Js (hist.) short two-edged knife. 
xm. ME. aunlaz, anla(a)s, of unkn. origin; 
recorded by Matthew Paris (xiii) as a verna
cular word, in latinized form anelacius. 

anna a:·n;J lo of a rupee. XVIII. - Hind. 
cinii (Panjabi iinnii); cf. Skr. d1JUS small. 

annals a:·n;Jlz pl. chronicle of events year 
by year. XVI. - F. annales or L. anniiles 
m. pl. (sc. libri books) of anniilis yearly, f. 
annus (see ANNUAL). Hence a·nnalisT XVI; 
after F. annaliste. 

ANNOY 

annates a:·neits first year's revenue of 
benefice or see. XVI (in Sc. use in sg. form 
annat, -et). -pl. of F. annate- medL. 
anniita year's space, work, or proceeds 
(whence F. annee year), f. annus year (see 
ANNUAL)+-iita, pp. fern. ending used to 
form sbs. 

anneal "ni·l fkindle OE.; ffuse, fire xrv; 
burn in colours, temper, etc. with fire xv. 
OE. onrelan, f. on+relan kindle, burn, bake, 
f. iil fire, burning; rei. to tel(e)d fire, burn
ing= OS. eld, ON. eldr :- *ailiiJaz. Aphetic 
(dial.) neal (xvi). 

annelid a·n;Jlid (zoo!.) red-blooded worm. 
XIX. -F. annelide or modL. annelida, n. pl. 
f. F. anneles 'ringed animals' (Lamarck, 
r8or), pp. of anneler, f. OF. annel (mod. 
amzeau) ring:- L. annellu-s for iinellu-s, 
dim. of iinulus; see ANNULAR, -ID. 

annex1 a:·neks something annexed XVI; 
supplementary building (usu. annexe) XIX. 
- F. annexe- L. annexum, sb. use of pp. of 
annectere (see next). 

annex2 <Jne·ks join, add, attach. XIV. 
- (O)F. annexer, f. annex-, pp. stem of L. 
annectere, f. ad AN-+ nectere bind ( cf. NEXUS). 
So annexA·TION. xv (first in Sc.). - medL. 

annihilate <Jnai·(h)ileit bring to naught. 
XVI. Superseded tannihil- (O)F. annihiler 
- late L. annihiliire (f. ad AD-+ nihil nothing, 
NIL), from the pp. of which was derived the 
pp. tarmihilate (xiv), whence the inf. form; 
see -ATE 3

• So annihilA·no:-<. XVII. -F. 
anniversary a:niv;l·.rs<Jri sb. yearly return 

of a date, or its celebration XIII (AncrR.); 
adj. xv. - L. anniversiirius, f. annus year+ 
versus turning+ -iirius; used sb. in medL. 
anniversiiria (sc. dies day) and anniversiirium 
(sc. jestum feast); cf. (O)F. anniversaire and 
see ANNUAL, VERSE, -ARY. 

Anno Domini a:·nou dg·minai in the year 
of the Lord, i.e. of the Christian era xvr; 
(joe.) advancing age XIX. L., abl. of annus 
year, and g. of dominus lord; see ANNUAL 
DOMINI CAL. 

annotate a:·noteit furnish with notes. xvm. 
f. pp. stem of L. annotiire, f. ad AN-1+nota 
mark, NOTE. So tannote xv. annotA·TION. 
XV.- F. or L. 

announce ;Jnau·ns make publicly known. 
xv (Caxton; rare before XVIII). - (O)F. 
anoncer :- L. annuntiiire, f. ad AN-1+nuntius 
tnessage, messenger (cf. ANNUNCIATION, 
NUNCIO). Hence annou·nceMENT. XVIII. 
For the vocalism cf. denounce, enounce, pro
nounce, renounce, and ounce. 

annoy ;Jnoi· vexation, annoyance. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. anui, anuy, anoy- OF. anui, 
anoi, enoi (mod. ennui) = Pr. enoi, enoc, 
Cat. enutg, Sp. enojo, Olt., Pg. nojo :-Rom. 
"inodio, from the L. phr. mihi in odi6 est it is 
hateful to me (cf. ODIUM). So annoy· vb. 
XIII (La3.). -OF. anuier, anoier (mod. 
ennuyer) = Pr. enojar, Cat. enujar, It. an-



ANNUAL 

noiare; cf. late L. inodilire make loathsome, 
f. •inodio. So annoy·ANCE. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. anoiance, f. anoier. 

annual re·nju::ll yearly. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
Earlier annuel- (O)F. annuel-late L. an
nutilis, for L. annuus and anntilis, f. annus 
year:- •atnos (cf. Oscan g. pl. acunum, 
Umbrian acnu solemn festival), rei. to 
synon. Goth. (d. pl.) a]mam, (g. sg.) atlafmjis, 
and prob. to Skr. dtati go, wander; see -AL1 , 

annuity ::lnjrriti yearly grant xv; invest
ment securing annual payment XVII. -F. 
annuite- medL. annuittis, f. annuus ANNUAL; 
see -ITY. Hence annu·itANT one who holds 
an annuity. XVIII. 

annul ::lnA·l reduce to nothing, make null. 
XIV. -OF. anuller, adnuller (mod. annuler) 
:-late L. (Vulg.) annulliire, f. ad AN-+ 
nullum nothing, n. sg. of nullus none, NULL, 
after Gr. exoudenezn, f. ouden nothing. 

annular re·njul::l.t ring-shaped, ringed. 
XVI, -F. annulaire or L. annuliiris, f. 
annulus, late form of anulus, dim. of anus 
ring j see ANUS, -ULE, -AR. 

annunciation :mAnsiei· f:m announcement 
(spec. of the Incarnation). XIV. - (O)F. 
annonciation - late L. annuntititio(n-), f. an
nuntitire ANNOUNCE; see -ATION, 

anode re·noud (electr.) positive pole. XIX 
(Faraday). -Gr. dnodos way up, f. and up, 
ANA-+hodos way (cf. HODOMETER); applied 
orig. to the path by which an electric current 
leaves the positive pole. Cf. cathode, electrode. 

anodyne re·m'Sdain (medicine) assuaging 
pain. XVI.- L. anodynus (Celsus)- Gr. ani5-
dunos free from pain, f. an- A-4+odune pain. 
Cf. F. anodin, -ine, perh. the immed. source. 

anoint ::lnoi·nt apply ointment to. XIV (R. 
Mannyng). f. anoint anointed- OF. anoint, 
enoint, pp. of enoindre :- L. inungere, f. in 
lN-1 +ungere anoint (cf. c>INTMENT). Aphetic 
tnoint (XIV-XVII). Replaced OE. smerian 
SMEAR in special senses. The (Lord's) 
Anointed, the CHRIST. XVI. 

anomalous ::ln;:,·m::l!as irregular, abnormal. 
XVII. f. late L. anomalus- Gr. ani5malos un
even, f. an- A- 4 + homal6s even, f. homos SAME ; 
see -ous. So ano·maly. xvi. - L. ano
malia- Gr. anomallti; see -Y 3• 

anon ::ln::>·n tinto or in one body, state, 
course, etc. ; tat once OE. ; soon, shortly; 
now again XVI. OE. on lin into one, on tine 
in one, i.e. ON, and ace. and dat. of an ONE. 

anonymous ::ln::>·nimas nameless, un
named. XVII. f. late L. anonymas, -us- Gr. 
an6numos, f. an- A-4 +6numa, 6noma NAME. 
The earliest exx. are in Gr. or L. form. Cf. 
paronymous, synonymous. Hence anony
miTY ren;mi·miti. XIX. 

another ::lnA'O::l.t an additional (one). xm. 
ME. an other (in two words as late as xvr), 
i.e. AN1, OTHER second, remaining, different; 
superseded the simple 6/Jer of OE. 

ANTECEDENT 

anserine re·ns::lrain goose-like. xrx. - L. 
anserinus, f. anser GOOSE; see -INE'. 

answer a·ns::l.t reply. OE. andswaru, corr. 
to OFris. ondser, OS. antswor, ON. andsvar 
:- Germ. *andswaro, f. *and- against, oppo
site (see ANTI-)+ *swar-, base of OE. 
swerian SWEAR, ON. svara, Goth. swaran 
answer; orig. a solemn affirmation in re
butting a charge (cf. Gr. apokrinesthai 
answer, f. ap6 off+krinein judge, lit. get 
oneself off from judgement, L. respondere 
RESPOND). Hence a·nswer vb. OE. and
swarian = OFris. ondswera, ON. andsvara. 
a·nswerABLE responsible, accountable; suit
able, agreeable XVI ; that can be answered 
(cf. unanswerable) XVII. 

ant rent emmet, pismire. OE. remet(t)e = 
MLG. iimete, emete, OHG. limei;;a (G. 
ameise) :- WGerm. *amaitjon, *aimaitjon, 
f. *ai- off, away+ *mait- cut, hew (OHG. 
mei;;an, ON. meita, Goth. maitan). The 
OE. forms gave two ME. types, (i) am(e)te, 
whence ampte (cf. the place-name Ampthill), 
ante, ant (the prevailing standard form), 
and (ii) emete, EMMET (widespread dial. var., 
occurring also as a surname). 

ant- rent var. of ANTI- used before vowels, 
as antacid (xix), earlier antiacid (xvm). 

-ant ::lnt repr. (O)F. -ant :- L. -antem, 
nom. -tins, under which all prps. were 
levelled in French; rarely used as a living 
suffix and only on some spec. analogy, as in 
anresthesiant, annuitant. 

antagonist rentre·g::lnist opponent, ad
versary. XVI (Jonson). -F. antagoniste or 
late L. antagonista (Jerome)- Gr. anta
gonisds, f. antagonizesthai struggle against, 
vie with; see ANTI-, AGONIZE. So anta·gon
ISM XIX; prob. after F. anta·gonrzE oppose, 
counteract XVII (rare before xrx) ; make 
hostile XIX. -Gr. antagonizesthai. 

Antarctic renti'i·Jktik opposite to the 
Arctic. XIV (Maund., Ch.). Late ME. 
antartik, later conformed (like the F.) to the 
Gr. form- OF. antartique (mod. -arctique)= 
Pr. antartic, It. antartico or their source L. 
antarcticus- Gr. antarktikas opposite to the 
north j see ANTI-, ARCTIC. 

ante re·nti (in poker) stake put up by the 
player before drawing new cards. XIX. 
- L. ante before (see next). 

ante- re·nti repr. L. adv.-prep. ante in 
comps., corr. to Gr. ace. dnta over against, 
and Joe. anti ANTI-, Skr. dnti opposite (adv.), 
with the sense 'before' in place or time, as 
in ANTECEDENT, etc. below; also a·nte-chapel 
XVIII, anteda·te XVI, antena·tal XIX, a:nte
penll'ltirnate XVIII, a"nte-room XVIII. 

antecedent rentisi·d::lnt a thing preceding 
another, orig. in grammar and logic. xrv 
(PPI.). - (O)F. antecedent or L. antecedent-, 
-ens (used sb. in n. pl.), prp. of antecedere. 
f. ante ANTE-+ cedere go, CEDE. 
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ANTECHAMBER 

antechamber a:·ntitJeimb;J.I chamber lead
ing to the chief apartment. XVII (before XIX 
usu. anti-). - F. antichambre- It. anti
camera; see ANTE-, CHAMBER. 

antediluvian a::ntidiliu·vi;Jn before the 
Flood. XVII. f. ante A!\TE- + L. diluvium 
DELUGE -i· -AN. Cf. F. anttfdiluvien (xvm). 

antelope a:·ntiloup tsavage horned beast 
of Asia Minor XV (Lydg.); deer-like rumi
nant of the genus Antilope XVII. -OF. 
antelop (once, Brunetto Latini) or medL. 
ant(h)alopus- medGr. anth6lops, of which 
the source and orig. meaning are unkn. 

(jf The generic name Antilope is due to 
Pallas, c. 1775; F. antilope, used by Buffon, 
is from Eng. 

antenna rente•n:J horn or feeler of insects. 
XVII. - L. antenna, prop. antemna sail-yard, 
used in pl. to tr. Aristotle's KEpa'io• 'horns' 
of insects. 

antependium rentipe·ndi:Jm altar frontal. 
XVII (earlier tantepend XVI). medL., f. ante 
A!\TE-+pendere hang (see PENDENT). 

anterior renti:J-ri:J.I earlier, prior. XVII. 
-F. anterieur or L. anterior, f. ante before, 
after posterior; see A!\TE-, -!OR. 

anthelion ren)Ji'li;:m, renthi'lio:>n luminous 
ring surrounding the shadow of an ob
server's head projected opposite to the sun. 
xvn. -Gr. antMlion, n. of anthtlios, earlier 
antiflios opposite to the sun, f. anti ANTI-+ 
htlios sv:-<. 

anthem re·njJ;:>m (hist.) antiphon OE.; 
composition in \Ulmeasured prose to be 
sung; song of praise, etc. XVI. OE. antefn, 
antifne- late L. anti·p!wna, for antiph6·na 
ANTIPH0::--1. The forms indicate the foil. 
development of pronunc. : ante·vne, an
te·m(ne), a·ntem, a·nthem (the last from 
XV; cf. OF. anthaine; perh. infl. by hymne 
hymn); the sp. with th finally affected the 
pronunc., as in author. 

anther re·njJ;u (bot.) part of a stamen con
taining the pollen. XVIII (earlier in L. form). 
- F. anthere or modL. antlzera, in cl. L. 
medicine extracted from flowers- Gr. 
antlzerd, fern. of anther6s of flowers, f. anthe-, 
antlzos flower. As these medicines often 
consisted of the internal organ of flowers 
(e.g. saffron was the stigma), antlzera was 
applied to these parts by early pharmacists, 
and was later by herbalists restricted to the 
pollen-bearing organs, a use sanctioned by 
Linnreus. 

anthology ren)Jv•l:Jd3i collection of literary 
'flowers'. xvn. -F. anthologie or medL. 
anthologia (cf. L. anthologica) - Gr. antho
logiii, f. dnthos flower. 

anthracite re·njJr:Jsait non-bituminous 
coal. XIX (Davy). -Gr. anthrakftis kind 
of coal, f. anthrak-, dnthrax, see next and 
-ITE b. 

anthrax re·nprreks carbuncle; splenic 
fever of sheep and cattle ; malignant pustule. 

ANTIMONY 

Hardly in naturalized use before XIX. - late 
L.- Gr. dnthrax coal, carbuncle. 

anthropo- ren)Jrou·pou, re·nj:>ropo, -pv· 
comb. form of Gr. dnthropos man; e.g. Gr. 
anthr6pol6gos (Aristotle) treating of man, 
whence modL. anthr6pologia, Eng. anthro
po·logy (XVI), the science of man; ecc!Gr. 
anthropomm-pMtai sect ascribing human form 
to God, whence Eng. anthropomo·rphiTE 
(xv1); so anthropomorphisM (xvm), -IST 
(xvii), -Ic; Gr. anthr6pophagoi man-eaters, 
whence L. anthropophagi; and in many 
mod. formations on these models. 

anti- re·nti before a vowel ant-, before h 
anth-, repr. Gr. anti-, anti opposite, 
against, instead of, rei. to OE. and- (as in 
ALONG 2, ANSWER), OS. and-, ant-, OHG. 
ant-, int-, ent-, ON. and-, Goth. and along, 
above, OLith. anta on, towards, L. ante 
before (ANTE-), Skr. dnti before, in the 
presence of, near. Used in many words 
adopted from Gr. comps. and in words 
modelled on these, and, as a gen. living 
formative, very freely prefixed to (i) sbs., on 
the pattern of ANTICHRIST, antipope (XVI; 
medL. antipapa), (ii) adjs., the prefix 
governing the sb. implied, as anti-national, 
anti-Semitic; (iii) sbs. in attrib. phr., 
as anti-aircraft (defences), anti-church 
(politics), anti-slm)ery (committee). 

antic re·ntik (arch.) grotesque or fantastic 
(form, gesture, person); sb. tfantastic or 
grotesque figure; tclown, buffoon; ludi
crous gesture or posture. XVI (freq. antike, 
antique XVI-XVII). - It. antico ancient, 
ANT!Ql:E, used as synon. with grottesco 
GROTESQUE; orig. applied to the fantastic 
figures found in ancient Roman remains, 
and subsequently to anything grotesque. 

Antichrist re·ntikraist opponent of Christ 
or Christianity. XII (Vesp. D. Hom.). ME. 
ante-, anticrist (later assim. to L. and Gr.) 
-OF. antecrist (mod. antechrist)- ecc!L. 
antichristus- Gr. antikhristos (r John ii r8), 
f. anti ANTI-+ Khrfst6s CHRIST. Hence anti
chri·stian. XVI; now treated only as anti-+ 
Christian. 

anticipate renti·sipeit take up beforehand. 
XVI. f. (partly after F. anticiper) pp. stem 
of L. anticipdre, f. ante A.."'TE- +cip-, var. of 
base of capere; see CAPTURE, -ATE 3• 

antidote re·ntidout medicine to counteract 
poison. xv. - F. antidote or L. antidotum 
- Gr. antidoton, sb. use of n. of antidotos, 
f. anti ANTI-+do-, stem of did6nai give (see 
DONATION). XVI also in Gr. or L. form. 

antimacassar re:ntim:Jkre·sa.I covering for 
chair-backs, etc., orig. to protect them from 
grease in the hair. XIX. f. ANTI-+MACASSAR. 

antimony re·ntim:Jni trisulphide of anti
mony xv; (chem.) metallic element (Sb) 
XIX (earlier regulus of a. XVI). - medL. anti
monium (Constantin us Africanus of Salerno, 
XI), of unkn. origin. Conjectured to be 
latinization of Arab. uthmud, ithmid, perh. 



ANTINOMIAN 

-Gr. stimmid-, stimmi (whence L. stibium); 
cf. Egyptian idm powder used for the eyes. 

antinomian rentinou·mi;m. XVII. f. medL. 
Antinomi German sect which denied obliga
tion of the moral law upon Christians, f. 
Gr. ant£ ANTI- +nomos law; see NOMAD, -IAN. 

antinomy re·ntin;:,mi contradiction. XVI. 
- L. antinomia- Gr. antinomia, f. anti ANTI
+n6mos law; cf. prec., see -Y3• 

antipathy a:nti·p<Jpi feeling against, aver
sion. XVII. -F. antipathie or L. antipathia 
-Gr. antipdtheia, f. antipathts opposed in 
feeling, f. anti ANn-+pathe-, pdthos; see 
PATHOS, -Y 3

• So a:ntiPATHE'TIC. XVII. 
antiphon re·ntif;:,n (liturg.) short verse of 

Scripture recited responsively in connexion 
with a psalm. xv. - ecc!L. antiphona- Gr. 
(ta) antiphona, n. pl. of antiplzi5nos respon
sive, f. anti ANTI-+Phone sound (cf. PHO
NETIC); see ANTHEM. So antiphoner 
renti·farl;:,~ book of antiphons. XIV (Wycl., 
Ch.).- OF. antifenier, -phonier-ecclL. anti
phonarium, anglicized as anti·phonARY. xv. 

antiphrasis renti·fr;:,sis (rhet.) use of a 
word in a sense opposite to its proper mean
ing. XVI (More). -late L.- Gr. antiphrasis, f. 
antiphrdzein express by the opposite ; see 
A:"!TI-, PHRASE. 

antipodes renti·p;:,diz tpeople inhabiting 
the opposite side of the globe; places on the 
earth exactly opposite to each other. XVI. 
- F. antipodes or late L. antipodes- Gr. 
antipodes, pl. of antipous having the feet 
opposite, f. anti A?:'iTI-+pozis FOOT. For
merly 3 syll. a·ntipodes, with sg. antipode; 
the 4-syll. form shows reversion to L. and 
Gr. 

antiquary re·ntikw;:,ri official custodian or 
recorder of antiquities (title bestowed by 
Henry VIII on John Leland), whence gen. 
student or collector of these. XVI. - L. 
antiquarius, f. antfquus; see next and -ARY. 
So antiquARIAN -kwEa-ri;:,n. XVII. 

antique renti·k ancient; old-fashioned; 
also sb. xvr. -F. antique or L. antiquus, 
anticus (whence pop. OF. antij, Pr. antic, 
etc.), f. ante before, ANTE-+-icus (as in 
posticus, f. post); orig. identical in form and 
pronunc. with ANTIC, but finally differen
tiated after 1700. So antiquity renti·kwiti. 
XIV. - OF.- L. a·ntiquated. XVII, orig. 
pp. of antiquate (xv). 

antirrhinum rentirai·n;:,m snapdragon. 
XVI. - L. - Gr. antirrhinon, f. anti opposite, 
counterfeiting, ANTI-+rhin-, rhis nose (cf. 
RHINOCEROS), from the resemblance of the 
flower to an animal's mouth. 

antiseptic rentise·ptik counteracting putre
faction. xvm. - modL. antisepticus, f. Gr. 
anti ANTI-+septik6s SEPTIC. 

antistrophe renti·str;:,fi answer to the 
strophe in a Gr. chorus. XVII. -late L. -
Gr. antistrophii, f. antistrephein; see ANTI-, 
STROPHE. 

AP-

antithesis renti·pisis oppos1t10n of ideas. 
XV.- late L.- Gr. antithesis, f. antithenai, f. 
anti ANTI-+tithenai set, place (cf. THESIS). 
So antithetiC -j:>e·tik XVII, -!CAL XVI. ult. 
- Gr. antithetik6s. 

antler re·ntl;:,~ branch of deer's horn. XIV. 
Late ME. auntelere- AN. var. of OF. an
toillier, later ondoillier, endoulier (mod. 
andouiller), with early vars. endoillee, an
douillee, of unkn. origin; deriv. from popL. 
* antocularB (L. ante before, oculus eye) is 
not phonologically tenable. 

antonomasia rentonomei·zia (rhet.) sub
stitution of an epithet for a person's proper 
name; use of proper name generically. XVI. 
L.- Gr. antonomasia, f. antonomdzein, f. anti 
ANTI-+onomdzein name, f. 6noma NAME. 

antonym re·ntonim antithetical term )( syn
onym. XIX. -F. antonyme, f. Gr. anti ANTI-, 
after synonyme SYNONYM. 

anus ei·nas fundament. XVI. - L. anus orig. 
ring(cf.ANNULAR). Soa·DAL1• XVIII. -modL. 

anvil re·nvil block on which a smith shapes 
metal. OE. aujilte (earlier onfilti) m. or n., 
also anfealt fern., corr. to MDu. aenvilte, 
OHG. anafalz (G. dial. afilts, amfilt, anefilt), 
to which are parallel MLG. anebelte, -bolt, 
MDu. aen-, anebelt, -hilt (Du. aanbeald, 
aambeeld), and OHG. anabi5:;: (G. amboss); 
all based on Germ. "'ana ON + vb.-stem 
meaning 'beat' (cf. FELT) and perh. all 
modelled on L. incus anvil, f. in IN-1 +czid-, 
stem of ciidere beat (cf. HEW). 

anxious re·IJkfas troubled in mind. xvu. 
f. L. anxius, f. pp. stem anx- of angere choke, 
oppress; see ANGUISH, -Ious. So anxieTY 
re!Jzai-lti uneasiness of mind XVI ; (med.) 
distressful pain in the region of the heart 
XVII (so F. anxit!te xvr). -F. or L. anxietas. 

any e•ni OE. renig = OFris. enich, OS. 
enig, MLG. einich, MDu. enich (Du. eenig), 
OHG. einag (G. einig), ON. einigr, Goth. 
ainah- :- CGerm. *'ainagaz, -igaz, f. *'ain
ONE+ "'-ig- -Y1 ; parallel formations are L. 
iinicus UNIQUE, OS!. inokit monk, wild boar. 
In ME. two types were current, ani and eni; 
the present sp. continues the first, the 
pronunc. the second (cf. dial. re·ni). any
body. xm. anyhow. xvm. anything. OE. 
anywhere. XIII (Cursor M.). 

Anzac re·nzrek Australasian. 1915. Made 
up of the initials of Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps. 

aorist c;:,·rist (gram.) tense denoting past 
time (simply, without limitation). XVI. -Gr. 
a6ristos undefined (sb. sc. khr6nos time, 
Dionysius Thrax), f. a- A- 4 +horist6s de
limited, f. horizein define (cf. HORIZON). 

aorta ei5·~ta (anat.) the great artery. XVI. 
modL.- Gr. aord, by Hippocrates used pl. 
for the branches of the windpipe, by Aris
totle for the great artery, f. *'aor-, var. of 
*aer- of aeirein ( :- *'aerj-) raise; cf. ARTERY. 

ap- assim. form of AD- before p; cf. AC-. 
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apace ;:~pei·s with speed. XIV. -OF. a pas 
at (a considerable) pace, i.e. a(:- L. ad AT), 
pas step, PACE. 

apache repre· J ruffian of a type infesting 
Paris. xx (1902). -F. apache, a use of the 
name of a warlike tribe of N. American 
Indians. Cf. MOHOCK. 

apart ;:~pa•Jt to one side, aside, separately. 
XIV (PPI.). - OF. apart (now a part) = It. 
a parte :- L. a parte at the side, i.e. a AB-+ 
abl. of pars side, PART. apa·rtheid -heit 
racial segregation as in S. Africa XX. 

apartment ;:~pa•Jtm;:~nt self-contained por
tion of a house, etc. XVII. -F. appartement 
-It. appartamento, f. appartare separate, f. 
a parte APART j see -MENT. 

apathy re·p;:~pi insensibility XVII ; indo
lence of mind XVIII. -F. apathie- L. 
apathia - Gr. apdtheia, f. apathts without 
feeling, f. a- A- 4 -f-pathe-, PATHOS; see -Y3

• 

So apathe·tiC XVIII j after PATHETIC. 
apatite re•p;:~tait (min.) native phosphate 
of lime. XIX. -G. apatit (Werner 1786), f. 
Gr. apdte deceit; so named from its diverse 
and deceptive forms; see -ITE1• 

ape eip tailless monkey. OE. apa m., ape 
fern. '= OS. apo (Du. aap), OHG. affo m., 
affe fern. (G. affe), ON. api :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *apan-, which with ORuss. opica 
and OBoh. opice may have been collateral 
adoptions of an alien word along trade
routes (possibly through Celtic regions; cf. 
Hesychius' df3pavas· K<ll-rol -rovs K<pKomlhj
Kovs). There is no CIE. or CWEur. word for 
'ape'. Ir. apa, napa, Gael. apa, W. epa, tab 
are from Eng. Hence a·pERY, XVII, 
a·piSH1. xvr. 

apeak ;:~pi·k (naut.) vertical(ly). XVI. orig. 
a pike- F. a pic, i.e. a AT, on-f-pic PEAK (to 
which the second syll. was assim.). 

apepsy eipe·psi (med.) lack of digestive 
power. XVII. - modL. apepsia- Gr. apepsla, 
f. a- A-4 -f-peptein digest; see PEPTIC, .. y 3 • 

aperient ;:~pi;:~·ri;:~nt laxative (medicine). 
XVII. f. L. aperient-, -ens, prp. of aperire 
open )( operire cover, hide; see -ENT. So 
aperitive ;:~pe·rltiv. XVI (-ative). -F. 
aperitif (used sb. for appetizing drink) 
- medL. aperitivus, var. of late L. apertivus 
(Crelius Aurelianus), f. apertus, pp. of aperlre. 

a pert ;:~p(}•Jt (arch.) open, manifest; tout
spoken, forward. XIV. - OF. apert- L. 
apertu-s open (see prec.). Aphetic PERT. 

aperture re·p;:~Jtfu;:~J opening. xv (Sc. -ore; 
in Eng. use from XVII). - L. apertiira, f. 
apert-, pp. stem of aperire; see prec., -URE. 

apex ei·peks pl. apices ei·pisiz tip, peak. 
XVII. - L. apex. Hence a·piCAL1 XIX. 

apha:resis refi;:~·risis suppression of an 
initial syllable. XVII. -late L.- Gr. aphairesis, 
f. aphairefn take away, f. ap6 APo-+hairefn 
take (cf. HERESY). 

aphasia ;:~fei·zi;:~ (med.) loss of speech. 
XIX. - modL.- Gr. aphasia, f. dphatos 

APOCRYPHA 

speechless, f. a- A-4 +phdnai speak (cf. 
PHASE); see -IA1• 

aphelion refi·li;)n (astron.) point of a 
planet's or comet's orbit at which it is 
farthest from the sun, xvrr. Grrecized form 
(Kepler) of modL. aphelium, f. Gr. ap6 
APD-+hi/ios SGN, after L. apoga:um APOGEE. 

aphesis ::e·flsis (philo!.) loss of a short 
initial unaccented syllable as in (a)lone, 
(e)squire. r88o (suggested by]. A. H. Mur
ray). -Gr. dphesis letting go, f. aphienai, f. 
ap6 APo-+hienai let go, send. So aphetiC 
:~fe-tik. f. Gr. dphetos, verbal adj. of aphienai. 

aphis ei-fis, re·fis pl. aphides -idiz, aphises 
-isiz plant-louse, green-fly. XVIII. - modL. 
aphis, first used by Linnreus, and based on 
ll.c/ns (dphis) in Aldrovandi's 'De animalibus 
insectis' (16oz). The Gr. form appears first 
(with the L. gloss cimex) in Gulielmus 
Rainus' 'Lexicon Grrecum' (1523); it is 
relegated to the appendix of aberrant forms 
in Stephan us' Thesaurus of I s6z; it is pro b .. 
an error for K6pts bug, «op having been 
misread as arp. The pl. aphides was poss. 
made on the model of k6rides, pl. of k6ris. 

aphorism re·f;:~rizm concise pithy maxim. 
XVI. -F. aphorisme, or late L. aphorismus 
- Gr. aphorism6s definition, f. aphorfzein to 
define, f. ap6 APo-+horizein (cf. HORIZON). 

aphrodisiac refrodi·zirek (drug) exciting 
sexual desire. XVIII. - Gr. aphrodisiakds, f. 
aphrodlsios, f. Aphrodite goddess of love 
('foam-born' ; aphr6s foam). 

apiary ei·piari place for keeping bees in. 
XVII. - L. apiarium, f. apis bee ; see -ARY. 
a·picULTURE XIX. 

apiece api·s for each piece, unit, or one of a 
set. xrv. orig. two words, viz. A1, PIECE sb. 

aplomb repl5· perpendicularity, steadiness 
XVIII; self-possession XIX. F., f. phr. aplomb 
according to the plummet (see PLUMB). 

apo- re·pou, ;:~p:r before a vowel ap-, 
before h aph- prefix repr. Gr. apo-, comb. 
form of prep. ap6 away, OFF, in many words 
adopted ult. from Gr. and denoting re
moval, departure, completion, cessation, 
return, or reversion. 

Apocalypse ;:~p;>·k;:~lips Revelation of St. 
John the Divine. XIII (AncrR.). - (O)F. 
apocalypse- ecc!L. apocalypsis- Gr. apokd
lupsis, f. apokaluptein uncover, disclose, f. 
ap6 APa-+kaluptein cover (IE. base *kel-, 
etc. ; cf. CONCEAL). So apocaly·ptiC, -ICAL. 
XVII.- F. -ique (Rabelais).- Gr. apokalupti
k6s, f. the vb. 

apocope ;:~p;>·k;:~pi (gram.) cutting off the 
end of a word. XVI. -late L.- Gr. apokopi, f. 
apok6ptein cut off, f. ap6 APo-+k6ptein cut 
(kopi incision, etc.). So apo·copate XIX, 
apocopA·Tro::-< XVIII; see -ATE 2 and 3

• 

Apocrypha ;:~p;J·krlf<~ tadj. of unknown 
authorship, uncanonical XIV-XVII; sb. writ
ings of doubtful authorship (also in n. sg. 
apocryphon and tpl. apocryphas) XIV; (spec.) 
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uncanonical books of the 0. T. XVI. - n. pl. 
(sc. scripta writings) of ecclL. apocryphus, 
Gr. apokruphos hidden, f. apokruptein hide 
away; see APO- and CRYPT. Hence apo·
cryphAL. XVI. 

apod re·pod {animal) without feet or 
ventral fins. XVII. f. Gr. apod-, dpous, f. a
A-'+pous FOOT. So a·podAL1 XVIII, a·pod
OUS XIX. 

apodeictic, -dictic repodai·ktik, -di·ktik 
demonstratively clear. XVII. - L. apodicticus 
-Gr. apodeiktikos, f. apodeiknzinai demon
strate, f. apo APO- + deiknzinai show, f. 
*deik-, as in L. dicere (cf. DICTION); see -IC. 

apodosis ;}po·dosis (gram.) consequent 
clause answering to the protasis; tapplica
tion of a parable. XVII. -late L. {Donatus) 
-Gr. apodosis 'a giving back', f. apodidonai, 
f. apo APo-+didonai give {see DONATION). 

apogee re·pod3i (astron.) point of a planet's 
orbit at which it is farthest from the earth. 
XVII (in XVI and XVII the L. forms were 
current).- F. apogee ormodL. apogamm, -eum 
-Gr. apogaion, -eion, sb. use (sc. didsthna 
distance) of n. of adjs. apogaios, -eios far 
from the earth, f. apo APo-+gai-, gei-, 
stems of gO (gafa) earth. t1f A term of the 
Ptolemaic astronomy which viewed the 
earth as the centre of the universe. 

apolaustic repol5·stik self-indulgent. XIX. 
-Gr. apolaustikos, f. apolauein enjoy, f. apo 
APo-+*law-, connected by some with L. 
lucrum gain, LUCRE; see -rc. 

Apollyon opo·lion the Devil. xrv. - L. 
(Vulg.) Apollyon- Gr. (N.T.) Apolluon 
(Rev. ix I I), sb. use of prp. of apollunai 
intensive (see APO-) of ollunai destroy ( cf. 
ABOLISH). 

apologue re·polDg moral fable. XVII. -F. 
apologue or L. apologus- Gr. apologos story, 
account, f. apo APo-+logos discourse (see 
LOGOs). Earlier tapology (xvr-xvii). 

apology repo·lod3i defence, justification 
(T. More); acknowledgement of offence 
given XVI; poor substitute XVIII.- F. apologie 
or late L. apologia - Gr. apologia speech 
in defence, f. apologefsthai speak in one's 
own defence, f. apo APO- +*log- *leg- speak 
(see LOGos, -LOGY). So apologe·tic vindica
tory XVII; self-excusing XIX; sb. xv. - F. 
apologetique - late L. apologeticus - Gr. 
apologetikos (Aristotle). apo·logiST. XVII. 
-F. apologiste, f. Gr. apologizesthai render 
an account (f. apologos; see prec.), whence 
apo·logiZE XVI; now assoc. with apology. 

apo(ph)thegm re·po]Jem pithy saying or 
maxim. XVI (often apothegm, as now regu
larly in U.S.). -F. apophthegme or modL. 
apophthegma- Gr. apophthegma, f. apo
phtheggesthai speak one's opinion plainly, 
f. ap6 APo-+phtheggesthai utter, speak, f. 
*phthegg- *phthogg- sound (cf. DIPHTHONG). 

apophysis opo·fisis (anat.) protuberance 
of a bone XVII; (bot.) xvm. - modL.- Gr. 

APPAL 

apophysis, f. apo APo-+physis growth (cf. 
PHYSIC). 

apoplexy re·popleksi sudden loss of powers 
of sensation and motion. XIV. - (O)F. apo
plexie -late L. apoplexia- Gr. apoplexlii, f. 
apoplissein disable by a stroke, f. apo APo-+ 
pUssein strike (cf. PLECTRUM). So apople·c
tiC(AL). XVII. -F. apoplectique -late L. apo
plecticus, Gr. apoplektikos. 

aport op5·Jt (naut.) to the port or larboard 
side. XVII. f. A-1 +PORT', after ALEE. 

aposiopesis re:posaiopi·sis (gram.) sudden 
breaking-off in the middle of speech. XVI. 
- L. (Quintilian)- Gr. aposi6pesis, f. aposio
plin be silent, f. apo off, APo-+siop£ silence. 

apostate opn·stot one who abjures his 
faith. XIV (often in L. form from XIV-XVII). 
- (O)F. apostate or ecclL. apostata -late Gr. 
apostates, f. apostOnai, f. ap6 APo-+stOnai 
STAND. So apo·stasy. XIV. - ecclL. aposta
sia - late Gr. apostasiii, for apostasis defec
tion. apo·statiZE. XVI. f. ecclL. apostatiire. 

apostle opo·sl any of the Twelve comr 
missioned by Jesus Christ to preach the 
Gospel. OE. apostol (whence ME. apostel, 
-yl)- ecclL. apostolus- Gr. ap6stolos one 
sent forth, messenger, f. apostr!llein, f. ap6 
APo-+stellein place, make ready (rei. to L. 
locus LOCALITY); the early forms were re
inforced or superseded by adoption of OF. 
apostle (mod. ap8tre). So apostolrc(AL) 
-n·lik(ol). xv. -F. apostolique- ecclL.- Gr. 

apostrophe' opo·strofi (rhet.) exclamatory 
address. XVI. - L. apostrophe- Gr. apo
stroph£ turning away to one in particular, 
f. apostrephein, f. ap6 away, APo-+strephein 
turn (cf. STROPHE). Hence apo·strophiZE. 
XVIII (Pope). 

apostrophe 2 opD·strofi tomission of a 
sound or letter; the sign ' denoting this. 
XVII. -F. apostrophe or late L. apostrophus 
(also formerly used) -late Gr. apostrophos 
mark of elision, sb. use (sc. prosoidiii accent) 
of adj. 'turned away', f. ap6 away, APo-+ 
stroph- (as in prec.); prop. of 3 sylls., but 
erron. assim. to prec. 

apothecary opo·]Jikori druggist, pharma
ceutical chemist. xrv. ME. apotecarie 
- 0 F. apotecaire, -icaire -late L. apotheciirius 
store-keeper, f. apotheca- Gr. apotMke 
store-house, f. apotithenai put away; cf. 
BODEGA, THESIS, and see -ARY. Aphetic 
pot(h)ecary (xrv-mod. dial.). 

apotheosis opo]:>iou·sis deification. xvu. 
- ecclL. apotheosis (Tertullian)- Gr. apo
theosis, f. apotheoiln deify, f. ap6 APo-+ 
theoun make a god of, f. theos god (cf. THEO-). 
Formerly stressed apothe·osis, in dependence 
on the Gr. accent. Hence apotheosrzE 
repo·]:>iosaiz, repopio·saiz deify. XVIII. 

appal op5·1 tgrow or make pale XIV; dis
may XVI. -OF. apal(l)ir, grow pale, lan
guish, waste away, be dismayed, also trans., 
f. a- AD-+palir PALE 2

, 



APPANAGE 

appanage a:·p;mid3 proviSIOn made for 
younger children of princes, etc. ; accessory, 
adjunct XVII; dependency XIX. - (O)F. 
apanage, f. OF. apaner dower (a daughter) 
= Pr. apanar- medL. appanare provide 
with means of subsistence, f. L. ad AP- + 
panis bread (cf. PABt:LUM); see -AGE. 

apparatus rep;:!rei-t;:!s equipment or me
chanical requisites; materials for a process. 
XVII. (Somewhat earlier in anglicized form 
tapparate, perh. after F. apparat.) - L. 
apparatus, f. apparare make ready, f. ad AP
+parare PREPARE. 

apparel ;:!pa:•r;:jl tprepare, equip XIII; 
array, attire XIV. ME. aparaile- OF. 
apareiller (mod. app-) = Pr. aparelhar, Sp. 
aparejar, Pg. apparelhar, It. apparecchiare 
:- Rom. *adpariculare make equal or fit, f. 
ad AP-+ *pariculum (F. pareil like, Pr. 
parelh, etc.), dim. of L. par equal. So 
appa·rel sb. tapparatus, equipment; attire. 
XIV. -OF. apareil (mod. app-), f. the above 
vb. Aphetic PARREL. 

apparent ;:!pea·rant, apa:·r;:!nt manifest, 
obvious XIV (ayre aparant, Wycl.); seeming 
XVII. -OF. aparant, -ent (mod. apparent) 
- L. apparent-, -ens, prp. of apparere AP
PEAR; see -ENT. 

apparition a:pari·J;~n action of appearing 
xv ; something appearing xv ; phantom, 
ghost xvn (Sh.). - (O)F. apparition (in OF. 
the Epiphany) or L. apparitio(n-) atten
dance, service, f. appiirere spec. appear at a 
summons, attend; see prec. and -ITION. 

apparitor ;~pa:·rit5.I Roman magistrate's 
servant; officer of a court; herald. xv 
(Henryson). - L. apparitor public servant 
(lictor, etc.), f. appiirere APPEAR; see -OR1. 

appeal ::~pi! tcharge, accuse ; call to a higher 
tribunal for deliverance from the decision 
of a lower; call to a witness for testimony. 
XIV. ME. apele- OF. apeler (mod. appeler) 
call :- L. appelliire accost, address, appeal 
to, impeach, f. ad AP-+pell- of pellere drive 
(see PULSE1). So appea·l sb. XIII. - OF. 
apel (mod. appel), f. ap(p)eler. 

appear ::~pi;:!· .I become or be visible or mani
fest XIII; seem to be XIV. ME. apere - aper
(as in il apert it appears), tonic stem of OF. 
apareir ( = Pr. aparer) :- L. appiirere, f. ad 
AP-+parere come into view. So appea·r
ANCE becoming visible; apparent form; 
seeming, semblance XIV; apparition xv; 
phenomenon XVII. ME. aparaunce- OF. 
aparance, aparence (mod. apparence) :-late 
L. appiirentia, f. prp. of appiirere, assim. in 
form to the vb. 

appease ::~pi·z pacify, assuage. xvx. ME. 
apese- AN. apeser, OF. apaisier (mod. 
apaiser), f. a AD- + pais PEACE. Hence 
appea·seMENT. xv. -OF. apaisement. 

appellant ;~pe·l::~nt adj. appealing XIV; sb. 
one who appeals XV - (O)F. appellant, 
prp. of appeler APPEAL. So appellATION 

APPLICABLE 

a:pelei· f::~n tappeal; designation. xv.- (O)F. 
- L. The sequence of meanings was de
veloped in L. thus : address, appeal, naming, 
name, (gram.) substantive. appellATIVE 
::~pe·l;~tiv adj. designating a class xv; sb. 
descriptive name. XVI. - late L. (gram., 
pert. to a species). 

append ;~pe·nd attach. xv (Sc. ; in Eng. 
xvu). - L. appendere, f. ad AP-+pendere 
hang (see PENDENT). Hence appe·ndAGE. 
XVII. 

appendix ::~pe·ndiks pl. -ices, -ixes sub
sidiary addition. XVI. - L. appendix ( -ic-), 
f. appendere APPEND. Hence appendiciTIS 
;~pendisai·tis inflammation of vermiform 
appendix of intestine. I886. 

apperception a:p;:!.Ise·pJan (philos.) the 
mind's perception of itself. XVIII. -F. 
aperception- modL. apperceptio (Leibnitz); 
see AD-, AP-, PERCEPTION. 

appertain rep::~:rtei·n belong (in various 
applications). XIV (Ch.). Late ME. apertene 
-OF. apertenir (mod. appartenir), corr. to 
Pr. apertener, It. appartenere :- Rom. *ap
partenere alteration of late L. appertinere, f. 
ad AP-+pertinere PERTAIN. Cf. APPURTE
NANCE. 

appetence re·pit::~ns longing desire. XVII. 
- F. appetence or L. appetentia, f. appetere; 
see next and -ENCE. So a·ppetENT xv. 

appetite re·pitait desire, spec. for food. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). ME. apetyte- OF. apetit 
(mod. appetit) - L. appetftus, f. appetere 
seek after, f. ad AP- +pet ere seek (see PETI
TION). So a·ppetizing stimulating the 
appetite. XVII. - (O)F. appetissant, with 
ending assim. to -IZE, -ING 2• 

applaud ::~pl5·d clap the hands in approval, 
express approval (of). xv. - L. applaudere, 
f. ad AP-+plaudere clap (see PLAt:DIT), partly 
after F. applaudir. So applause apl5·z. 
xv. - L. applausus, f. applaus-, pp. stem 
of applaudere. 

apple re·pl fruit of the apple-tree, Pyrus 
Malus. OE. ::eppel, corr. to OFris., OS., 
(M)Du. appel, OHG. apjul (G. apfel), ON. 
epli (n.), Crim-Goth. ape/:- CGerm. *aplu-, 
rei. to *ab(a)la-, *ablu-, repr. by Oir. ubull 
(Ir. ubhall), W. afal, afall apple(-tree), and 
*ob(o)l-, repr. by OS!. abluko, Lith. 6buolas 
apple, obells apple-tree, Lett.iibuols, OPruss. 
woble, Pol. jabtko. These point to a ~"Eur. 
base *abl-, which has been plausibly con
nected with the It. place-name Abella, 
called malifera 'apple-bearing' by Virgil 
('lEn.' VII 740). With apple of the eye (in OE. 
tiimply ::eppel) cf. Du. oogappel, G. augapfel. 
«.lJ OE. apuldor apple-tree (corr. to OHG. 
apholtra, ON. apaldr) survives in the place
names Apperknozvle, Apperley, Appledore, 
Appledram, Appuldurcomb (the ON. form 
appearing in Applegarth, repr. apaldgaror 
apple-orchard). 

applicable re·plik;:,bl trliable XVI; capable 
of being applied xvn ; pertinent XIX. f. L. ap
pliclire APPLY-I--ABLE; cf. F. applicable, It. 



APPLIQUE 

applicabile. Superseded tappliable (x1v) in 
all senses. So appliCA"TION. XIV (Trev.). 
- (O)F.- L.; the noun of action of APPLY. 

applique <Epli·kei applied ornament. xvm. 
F., pp. of appliquer- L. applictire APPLY. 

apply ;:~plai· bring into contact; devote, 
direct. XIV (Ch., Trev., Wyclif, Gower). 
-OF. aplier :- L. applictire, f. ad AP-+ 
plictire fold (see PLY2). Hence appli·ANCE 
application, apparatus. XVI (Sh.). 

appoggiatura ;:~po:d3i;:~tju;:~·r;:~ (mus.) grace
note prefixed to a principal note. XVIII. 
It., f. appoggiare cause to lean (cf. APPUI). 

appoint ;:~poi·nt fix by arrangement, pre
scribe, ordain; equip. XIV (Ch., Gower). 
-OF. apointer, f. a point to a point, into 
condition (see POINT). appoi·ntMENT t 
agreement; engagement; ordinance xv; 
equipment XVI. -OF. apointement. 

apport <Ep5·.:rt in spiritualism, thing pro
duced atj.a seance. XIX. f. AP-+-port of 
IMPORT. 

apportion ;:~p5·.:rJ:m assign proportionally. 
XVI. - (O)F. apportionner; see AP-, PORTION. 

appose <Epou·z apply. XVI. Formed to 
repr. L. apponere; see APPOSITE and cf. 
POSE1. «JJ Another vb. appose confront with 
objections or questions (current XIv-xvu), 
repr. aposer, var. of OF. oposer OPPOSE. 
Aphetic POSE2 • 

apposite <E"p;:~zit well applied, aptly put. 
xvu. - L. appositus, pp. of apponere apply, 
f. ad AP--f-ponere place (see POSITION). So 
appOSITION <Ep;:~zi·J;:~n placing in close 
contact. xv (first in gram.). -F. apposition 
or late L. appositio(n-), f. apposit-, apponere. 
«J1 Apposition speech-day at St. Paul's School, 
London (xvu, Pepys), is another word, orig. 
an OF. var. of OPPOSITION used in the 
sense 'public disputation', 'formal examina
tion by question and answer'; cf. prec. 

appraise ;:~prei·z fix a price for xv; esti
mate the amount or quality of XIX. Altera
tion, by assim. to PRAISE, of arch. apprize, 
tapprise- OF. aprisier, f. a AP--f-pris PRICE. 
Hence apprai·sALXIX, apprai·seMENTXVn. 

appreciate ;:~pri"fieit estimate duly; esteem 
highly XVII; raise or rise in value (orig. U.S.) 
XVIII. f. pp. stem oflateL. appretitire set a price 
on, f. ad AP-+pretium PRICE; see -ATE 3 and 
cf. (O)F. apprecier. (A rare appreciate pp. 
'valued' occurs in Sc. XVI.) Cf. APPRAISE. 
So appreciA·TION estimation xvu (an iso
lated early instance occurs c. 1400 in sense 
'recognition, notice'). - (O)F.- late L. ap
pre·ciABLE (once XV), -ATIVE XIX; after F. 

apprehend <Eprihe·nd tlearn; tlay hold 
of XIV; seize, arrest; recognize, under
stand; anticipate, esp. with fear. XVI. -F. 
apprehender or- L. apprehendere, f. ad AP-+ 
prehendere seize (cf. PREHENSILE). The 
contr. L. form apprendere (whence F. 
apprendre learn, teach) is repr. in Eng. by 
a rare tapprend (XVI-XVII). So apprehe·n
sroN, apprehe·nsrvE in corr, senses, from 

APPURTENANCE 

XIV. -(partly through F.) late L. apprehen-
sio(n-), medL. apprehensivus. · 

apprentice ;:~pre·ntis learner of a craft. 
XIV; adj. or attrib. xv. - OF. aprentis 
(mod. apprenti), nom. of aprentif, f. aprendre 
learn (see prec.) +-tis, -tif :- L. -tivu-s (see 
-IVE). Aphetic PRENTICE. 

apprise ;:~prai·z inform. XVII. f. appris, 
fern. -ise, pp. of F. apprendre teach (causa
tive of the sense 'learn'); see APPREHEND. 

apprize see APPRAISE. 
appro re·prou abbrev. of APPROBATION. 

approach ;:~prou·tJ come near. xrv. -OF. 
aproch(i)er (mod. approcher) = Pr. aprop
char, Olt. approciare :-late L. (Vulg.) 
appropitire, f. ad AP-+propius nearer, 
compar. of prope near, nigh (cf. PRO
PINQUITY). Hence approa·ch sb. xv. 

approbation <Eprobei·J;:~n tproof XIV; 
sanction, approval XV. - (O)F. approbation 
- L. approbtitio(n-), f. approbtire APPROVE; 
see -ATION. 

appropriate ;:~prou·prieit make one's own, 
take to oneself. xv. f. appropriate -i;:~t, 
pp. and adj. (xv), or pp. stem of late L. 
appropriiire (whence F. approprier), f. ad 
AP- +proprius own, PROPER ; superseded 
earlier tappropre, -ie XIV-XVIII (from F.)· 
see-ATE3• SoappropriA·TION. XIV.- (O)F: 
-late L. 

approve1 aprii·v tprove, demonstrate; 
sanction, commend. XIV. -OF. aprover 
(mod. approuver) :- L. approbtire make 
good, assent to as good, f. ad AP-+ probus 
just, good (cf. PROBE). The tonic stem 
appreuv- of the OF. vb. gave ME. appreve. 
Hence appro·val xvu (rare before XIX); 
see -AL2 ; earlier syns. were tapproof (xv), 
tapprovance (xvr), tapprovement (XVII). 

approve2 ;:~prii·v (leg.) make profit out of 
(land) by raising the rent. xv (but implied 
earlier in apprower, aprouer XIV, Ch.). 
Lawyer's form (in XVII) of approue, var. of 
approwe- OF. apprower, appro(u)er, f. a 
AP- + pro, prou advantage, profit (see 
IMPROVE). 

approximate ;:~pro·ksim;:~t very near in 
position or nature xv (Chauliac); nearly 
exact XIX. - approximtitus, pp. of late L. 
approximtire (~ertullian) draw near to, 
f. ad AP-+proxzmus very near, next, PROXI
MATE. Hence or directly f. approximiit-, pp. 
stem (see -ATE3) appro·ximate -eit vb. 
XV. approximA"TION. XV. 

appui repwi· support. XVI. F., f. appuyer 
support, OF. apuyer ( = It. appoggiare; 
cf. APPOGGIATURA) :-Rom. *'appodiiire lean 
on, f. L. ad AP-+podium support- Gr. 
podlon base , f. pod-, polis FOOT. 

appurtenance ;:~pa· .:rtin;:~ns adjunct, acces
sory. XIV (Ch., PPI.). -AN. apurtenaunce, 
OF. apart-, apertenance ( = Pr. apartenensa, 
It. appartenenza) :-Rom. *'appertinentia, f. 
late L. appertinere APPERTAIN; see ·ANCE. The 
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APRICOT 

second vowel has been variously rendered 
a, e, o, u. So appu·rtenANT belonging, 
appertaining. XIV (Gower, Ch.). -OF. 
apartenant, prp. of apartenir APPERTAIN. 

apricot ei·prikot (stone-fruit of) tree allied 
to the plum, Prunus armeniaca. XVI. 
Earliest forms abrecock, apricock, pl. ab-, 
aprecox- Pg. albricoque or Sp. albaricoque 
(cf. It. albercocco, albicocco, dial. barkokka, 
berikokla)- Arab. al-b<1rqiiq, -birqiiq, i.e. al 
AL- 2, birqiiq- late Gr. praikokion (Diosco
rides), Byz. Gr. berlkokkon- L. pr;;ecoquum, 
-cocum, n. (sc. malum) of var. of prrecox 
early-ripe (see PRECOCIOL"S); this name suc
ceeded to the earlier L. priinum or malum 
Armeniacum 'Armenian plum or apple'. 
The later Eng. forms show assim. to F. 
abricot (whence Sc. abrico xvr), and subse
quent alteration of abr- to apr-, perh. by 
connecting the name with L. apricus sunny 
(cf. Minsheu's baseless etym. in aprico 
cactus ripened in a sunny place). 

April ei·prll fourth month of the year. 
XIV (Ch.). - L. Aprilis prop. adj. (sc. mensis 
month), whence (O)F. avril ( = Pr., Sp. 
abril, It. aprile, Rum. prier), which was 
adopted earlier in Eng. averil XIII (RGlouc.), 
a form continuing long in Sc. 

apron ei·pran outer garment covering the 
front of the body. XVI (Coverdale, Gen. 
iii 7). Evolved by misdivision of a napron 
as an apron (cf. ADDER, AUGER, UMPIRE); 
ME. napron, -(o)un (XIV)- OF. naperon 
(mod. napperon), f. nape, nappe table-cloth 
(cf. NAPERY, NAPKIN) :- L. mappa napkin 
(see MAP). '1f For Rom. initial n repr. L. m 
cf. F. natte :- L. matta, F. nefie :- L. 
mespilus. 

apropos repmpou· to the point or purpose. 
XVII (Dryden). -F. a propos, i.e. a to (AD), 
propos plan, purpose (L. propositum, sb. use 
of n. pp. of propone1·e PROPOSE). 

apse reps arched or domed recess in a 
church, etc. XIX. - L. apsis, absis- Gr. apsis, 
var. of hapsis fastening, felloe, wheel, arch, 
vault, perh. f. hdptein join, fit. The L.-Gr. 
form a·psis was used earlier in this sense, 
and in astron. (apogee or perigee, aphelion 
or perihelion). XVII. Hence apsidAL1 

re·psidal. XIX. f. L. apsid-, apsis. 

apt rept suited, fitted for XIV (Trev.); 
suited to its purpose; ready to learn XVI. 
- L. aptus, pp. of apere fasten, attach (cf. 
ADAPT, ADEPT, INEPT, COPULA), pt. *epi, 
repr. by coepi, crepi I begin, began, rei. to 
Vedic pf. tipa, aor. dpat (has) reached, 
obtained, Skr. apnoti reaches, attains. So 
a·ptiTUDE. XV. -(O)F. -late L.; cf. ATTITUDE. 

apteryx re·ptariks N.Z. bird, the kiwi, 
having rudimentary wings. xrx. modL., 
f. Gr. a- A-4+pterux wing (cf.pteron, rei. to 
FEATHER). 

aqua re·kwa L. aqua water (rei. to OE. ea; 
see ISLAND) occurring in certain much-used 
phr.: aqua fortis 'strong water', nitric 

ARAB 

acid xv; aqua regia ri·d3ia 'royal water', 
mixture of nitric and hydrochloric acids, 
which dissolves the 'noble metals', gold and 
platinum XVII (Jonson); aqua vitre vai·ti 
'water of life' (cf. WHISKY) ardent spirits, 
spec. brandy (F. eau-de-vie) xv (sometimes 
semi-anglicized as aqwavyte, -wyte, aqwo
wyte). 

aquamarine re:kwamari·n bluish-green 
(beryl). XIX. - L. aqua marina sea-water, 
whence also F. (also formerly in Eng. use) 
aigue-marine, i.e. aigue :- L. aqua, marina, 
fem. of marinus; see AQUA, MARINE. 

aquarelle rekware·l painting with Indian 
ink and thin water-colours. XIX. F.- It. 
acquerella water-colour, f. acqua :- L. aqua 
water. 

aquarium akwe;niam tank for live aquatic 
animals and plants. xrx. sb. use of n. sg. of 
L. aquarius (see next), after VIVARIUM. 
'1f L. aquarium meant 'watering-place for 
cattle'. 

Aquarius ;:~kweo·ri;:~s zodiacal constella
tion. XIV. L., water-carrier, sb. use of 
aquarius of water, f. aqua water; see -ARY. 

aquatic ;:~kwre·tik twatery xv (Caxton); 
living in water XVII. - (O)F. aquatique or 
L. aquaticus (varying with aquatilis, whence 
ta·quati[e XVII); see AQUA, -ATIC. 

aquatint le·kwotint, also aquati·nta en
graving on copper with nitric acid. XVIII. 
-F. aquatinte, It. acquatinta, repr. L. aqua 
water, tinta dyed (see TINT). 

aqueduct re·kwidAkt conduit for water. 
xvr. - L. aqureductus, i.e. aqure, g. of aqua, 
ductus conveyance (see DUGT). Cf. F. 
aqueduc (xvi), taqueduct (XVI-XVII), perh. 
the immed. source. 

aqueous ei·kwias watery. XVII. f. L. aqua 
water+-EOL"S as if modelled on L. *aqueus 
(like terreus, f. terra earth); perh. suggested 
by the form of F. aqueux (- L. aquosus). 

aquiline re·kwilain eagle-like, hooked. XVII. 
- L. aquilinus, f. aquila EAGLE, prob. after 
F. aquilin; see -INE1• 

ar- assim. form of AD- before r; cf. AC-. 
-ar a.z repr. L. -aris belonging to, of the 
kind or form of, as in iilaris ALAR, globularis 
GLOBULAR, lilnaris LUNAR, stellaris STELLAR, 
f. ala wing, etc.; synon. with -AL1 , but re
placing it after an 1-stem. The regular F. 
descendant of L. -ari- is -ier (AN. -er), 
whence -er in Eng. adoptions, which was 
often assim. to L. with -m·; e.g. L. scholaris, 
AN. escoler, J.\tiE. scaler, later scholar. 
Learned F. formations have -aire, e.g. 
angulaire ANGULAR, militaire MILITARY. In 
beggar, burglar, liar, pedlar, -ER1 has been 
assim. to this suffix. 

Arab re·r;:~b one of a branch of the Semitic 
race xrv (Trev.); (from the nomadic charac
ter of the Arabs) wandering child of the 
streets xrx. -F. Arabe ( = Sp., It. Arabo, 
etc.) - L. Arab-s - Gr. A' raps, Arab--Arab. 
'arab. ArabiAN ;:~rei·bian. XIV (first as sb. 



ARABESQUE 

arabiens, Ch.). f. OF. arabi (see below) or 
L. Arabus or Arabius- Gr. Ardbios (Hero
dotus). Arabic re·r;}bik. XIV (first as sb., 
Ch.). - (O)F. arabique, tarabic- L. Ara
bicus- Gr. Arabik6s. Gum arabic (c. 1400), 
OF. gomme arabic, etc., exudation of an 
African species of acacia. Araby re·r;;~bi 
tArab horse XII; tnative of Arabia, Arab; 
tadj. Arabian, Arabic xv. -OF. ar(r)abi, 
pro b. -Arab. 'arabi, adj. of' arab. t][ As the 
name of the country Araby is a different word 
-(O)F. Arabie- L. Arabia- Gr. Arabia. 

arabesque rer;}be·sk Arabian or lVIoorish 
in design; sb. such a design or style. XVIII. 
-F. arabesque- It. arabesco, f. arabo ARAB; 
see -ESQUE. t][ tRebesk is used by Cotgr. r6u 
in defining arabesque; cf. It. trabesco, Florio. 

arabis re·r;}bis genus of crucifers. XVIII. 
- medL. arabis- Gr. arabis (Dioscorides), 
sb. use of fern. of Araps Arabian. 

arable re·r;;~bl fit for tillage. xv (M. Game). 
- (O)F. arable or L. ardbilis, f. artire 
plough; see EAR3 and -ABLE. 

arachnid ;}rre·knid (zoo!.) any of the class 
comprising spiders, scorpions, and mites. 
XIX. -F. arachnide or modL. arachnida, 
n. pl. f. Gr. ardkhne spider; see -ID. 

Aramaic reramei·ik pert. to the northern 
Semitic languages. XIX. f. Gr. Aramatos, 
f. Aram, Heb. name of Syria; see -Ic. Also 
Aramre·AN. XIX. f. L.Aramreus. Formerly 
Aramites language (xvi), Aramitish (XVII). 

araucaria reriiha·ria genus of lofty coni
ferous trees (esp. monkey-puzzle). XIX. 
modL., fern. sg. (sc. arbor tree) f. Arauco 
name of a province of Chile; cf. -ARY. 

arbalest a·.1balest cross-bow. xr. ME. 
arblast, arbelest, later alblast, and (with assim. 
to arrow) aru·e-blast, arowblast, ar(e)blast 
-OF. arbaleste, arbeleste (mod. arbalete) = 
Pr. arbalesta, albaresta :-late L. arcuballista, 
f. arcus bow, ARC+BALLISTA. 

arbiter ii·.Ibita.I judge, umpire. xv. - L. 
arbiter (whence F. arbitre). So a·rbitrAGE 
arbitration, arbitrament xv (Caxton); (from 
modF. arbitrii3, and so usu. pronounced) 
traffic in bills of exchange or stocks XIX. 
-F., f. arbitrer (whence tarbitre xv-xvr, an 
earlier syn. of arbitrate). arbi·traMENT, 
-ement tfree choice XIV; decision xv. 
-OF. arbitrement- medL. arbitrdmentum, 
f. L. arbitrdri. a·rbitrARY tat one's dis
cretion; (leg.) pert. to the discretion of 
an authorized arbitrator xv; depending on 
mere opinion or uncontrolled power XVII. 
- L. arbitrdrius, perh. after F. arbitraire. 
a·rbitrate give an authoritative decision, 
act as formal arbitrator xvr. f. pp. stem of 
L. arbitrdri examine, give judgement, 
f. arbiter; see -ATE 3• arbitrA"TION. XIV. 
- (O)F. - L. a·rbitrATOR. XIV. -late L. 

arbor1 a·.Ib<JJ: main beam of a machine; 
axle of wheel in clocks. ·xvii. -F. arbre 
tree, principal axis; assim. in sp. to L. arbor. 

ARCH-

arbor• a·.Ib5J: L., 'tree', attrib. in (U.S.) Ar
bor Day day set apart for planting trees. XIX. 

arboreal iilb5·ri<~l pert. to trees. XVII. f. 
L. arboreus, f. arbor tree; -AL 1• Also ar
bo·rEOUS XVII, a·rborous xvu (Milton), 
arborE·SCENT tree-like XVII (Grew). So 
aF·boricu:LTURE. 

arbour ibb<J.I tplot of grass, flower
garden, fruit-garden; ttrees on trellis work; 
bower of which the side and roof consist of 
trees. XIV. orig. erber- AN. erber, OF. 
erbier (early vars. have h-; mod. herbier 
bank of herbage, grass-shed, herbarium, 
herbal), f. erbe HERB+-ier :- L. -ARIUM. 
Normal phonetic change gave (h)arber, 
(h)arbour, and the prevalence of the sp. arbour 
was furthered by assoc. with L. arbor tree. 

arbutus a.Ibju·t;}s, a·.Ibjut;}s strawberry
tree, Arbutus Unedo. XVI. L. Also angli
cized a·rbute (xvi). 

arc iiJ:k part of a circle. XIV (earliest form 
ark, the present latinized sp. dating from 
XVI). - (O)F. arc :- L. arcu-s bow, arch, 
curve, prob. rei. to ARROW. 

arcade iiJ:kei·d arched passage. XVIII 
(earlier in spurious Sp. form arc ado, Evelyn). 
-F. arcade- Pr. areada or It. arcata, f. 
Rom. *area ARCH1 ; see -ADE. 

Arcadian ii.Ikei·di<~n. XVI. f. L. Arcadius, 
f. Gr. Arkadld mountainous district in the 
Peloponnesus, taken as the ideal region of 
rural contentment; see -IAN. 

arcana ii.Ikei·n<~ (rarely sg. arca·num) 
mysterious secrets. XVI. - L., n. pl. (secret 
decrees or rites) of arednus hidden, secret, f. 
area chest, ARK; see -AN. 

arch1 ii.ItJ tare XIV (Ch.); curved over
hanging structure XIV. - (O)F. arche = 
Pr. area :- Rom. *area n. pl. taken as 
fern. sg., f. L. arcus ARC. Court of Arches 
ecclesiastical court of appeal formerly held 
at the church of St. Mary-le-Bow, London 
(Sancta Maria de Areubus 'of the Arches', 
so named from the arches supporting the 
steeple). Hence arch vb. furnish with an 
arch xv; curve XVII. 

arch2 ii.Itf chief, pre-eminent XVI; (passing, 
through arch impostor, rogue, thief, etc. into) 
cunning, crafty, waggish XVII. The prefix 
ARCH- used independently as adj. 

arch- ii.1tJ (but ii.Ik in archangel) repr. ult. 
Gr. arkh(i)- chief, comb. form f. base of 
arkhos chief, drkhein begin, take the lead, 
arkM beginning, rule, as in arkhdggelos 
archangel, arkhididkonos archdeacon, arkhi
episkoposarchbishop, whence L. archangelus, 
archididconus, archiepiscopus, OF. arc(h)
angele, are(h)ediacre, arc(h)evesque. In OE. 
at first tr. by heah HIGH, as heahengel, but 
later adopted from L. as rerce-, arce-, erce-, 
as in reriebisiop, etc. The OE. forms gave 
ME. erche-, arche-, the latter coinciding 
with OF. arche-. From such comps. the 
prefix was generalized, and freely used in 
the senses 'chief', 'principal', 'pre-eminent 
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-ARCH 

in his or its kind', 'extreme, out-and-out' 
(cf. ARCH2 and the use of F. archi-, It. arci-, 
as in archifou extremely mad, arcibenissime 
extremely well), occas. 'first in time, 
original'. Cf. ARCH!-. 

-arch, repr. Gr. -arkhos ruling, rei. to arkhii 
(see prec.), as in monarkhos MONARCH, 
tetrarkhos TETRARCH. The corr. abstract 
sbs. end in -ARCHY. 

archreology ii.Ikia·l;;~d3i ancient history, 
antiquities XVII; study of prehistoric matters 
XIX. - modL. archreologia - Gr. arkhaio
logiii, f. arkhafos; see ARCHIVES, -LOGY. 

archaic a.rkei-ik old-fashioned, (of lan
guage) belonging to an earlier period but 
retained or revived in individual or special 
use. xrx. - F. archaique- Gr. arkha!k6s, f. 
arkhafos; cf. prec. and see -rc. So a·rcha
ISM. XVII. - modL. archaismus - Gr. 
arkhaism6s, f. archaizein. 

archangel a·.rkeind3;;~l (rep!. OE. lzeah
engel). XII. -AN. archangele- ceciL. arch
angelus- ecc!Gr. (LXX) arkhdggelos; see 
ARCH-, ANGEL. 

archer a·.rtJ;;~.r bowman. xm (RGlouc.). 
-AN. archer, OF. archier (mod. archer):
Rom. *arciirius, f. L. arcus bow, ARC; see 
-ER2 • So a·rchERY. xrv. -OF. 

archetype a·.Ikitaip original pattern. XVII 
(earlier in L. form; Bacon has arch-tipe). 
- L. archetypum - Gr. arkhetupon, sb. use 
of n. of adj. 'first moulded as a model', f. 
arkhe- (var. of arkhi-)-1-tupos model, TYPE. 
Cf. F. archetype (OF. arquetipe). 

archi- a·.1ki repr. L. archi-, Gr. arkhi-, 
rei. to arkhii beginning, reign, drkhein begin, 
reign, drkhos guide, head (sometimes 
through F. archi- arJi, or It. arci- artJi, but 
pronounced nevertheless with k) ; some 
adjs. with this prefix have corr. sbs. with 
ARCH-, e.g. archidiaconal (xv), archdeacon 
(OE.). 

archil var. of ORCHIL. 
archimandrite iilkimre·ndrait (Gr. Ch.) 

superior of a monastery. XVII. -F. archi
mandrite or ecclL. archimandrita- ecc!Gr. 
arkhimandrites, f. arkhi- ARCH!- + mdndrii 
enclosure, stable, ( eccl.) monastery ( cf. Skr. 
mandurd stable); see -ITE. 

archipelago iilkipe·l;;~gou .lEgean Sea; sea 
with numerous islands, group of many 
islands. xvr. -It. arcipelago (xm), f. Gr. 
arkhi- ARCH!- + pe[agos sea (cf. PELAGIC); 
medL. archipelagus was frequent in Eng. 
xvr-xvn; forms modelled on F. tarchi
pelague (now archipel) occas. occur. I][ It is 
possible that the It. word was an alteration 
of It. Egeopelago .lEgean Sea. 

architect a·.1kitekt designer of buildings. 
xvr. -F. architecte- It. architetto, or their 
source, L. arclzitectus - Gr. arkhitekton, f. 
arkhi- ARCH!- + tekton builder, craftsman, 
rei. to tekht!e (cf. TECHNICAL). So a:rchi• 
tecto·mc pert. to building. XVII. - L.- Gr. 
a·rchitectURE art of building. XVI. -F. 
architecture or L. architectiira, f. architectus. 

ARDUOUS 

architrave a·.1kitreiv (archit.) lowest divi
sion of an entablature XVI; (coli.) parts sur
rounding a doorway or window XVII. - F. 
architrave- It. architrave, f. arclli- ARCHr-+ 
trave :- L. trabe-, trabs beam. 

archives a·.rkaivz (rarely sing.) repository 
of public records; the records themselves. 
XVII. - F. archives - L. archiva, archia -
(with v as in OLIVE) Gr. arklzefa magisterial 
residence, public office, n. pl. of adj. arklzefos 
governmental, f. arkhii government. So 
a·rchiVIST. XVIII. - F. 

archivolt a.r·kivoult under-curve of an 
arch. xvm. - F. archivolte or It. archivolto 
(whence medL. arclzivoltum), f. arco :- L. 
arcu-s ARc+volto, pp. of tvolvere, volgere 
turn (cf. VAULT). 

archon a·.rkon chief magistrate in ancient 
Athens. XVII. - Gr. drklzon ruler, sb. use 
of prp. of drklzein rule (cf. ARCH-). 

-archy a.rki terminal el. of abstract nouns 
corr. to words in -ARCH, repr. Gr. -ark/ziti 
sovereignty, rule, rei. to ARCH-, ARCH!-; e.g. 
monarchy, tetrarclzy. 

Arctic ii·.rktik pert. to the north pole. XIV. 
Earliest forms artik, -ic(k) - 0 F. artique 
- L. ar(c)ticus- Gr. arktikos, f. drktos bear, 
the Great Bear, pole-star; from xvn refash. 
after L. arct-; see -rc. I]! Gr. drktos is rei. to 
L. ursus; cf. URSINE. 

Arcturus ii.rktju;;~·rgs the brightest star of 
the constellation Bootes. XIV. L.- Gr. 
arktozlros, f. drktos (see prec.) + ouros 
guardian; so called from its situation at 
the tail of the Great Bear. 

arcuation a~kjuei·Jan arching. xvn. -F. 
arcuation or L. arcuatio(n-), f. arcuare curve, 
f. arcus ARC; see -ATION. 

-ard ard suffix repr. (O)F. -ard, t-art = It. 
-ardo, etc.- OHG. -hart, being the adj. hart 
bold, hardy, HARD, often forming part of per
sonal names, as OHG. Reginhart REYNARD; 
in :\-IHG. and Du. a formative of common 
nouns, gen. pejorative; in Eng. orig. in 
adoptions of F. sbs., as bastard, coward, 
haggard, mallard; the depreciatory sense of 
some of these led to its being used to form 
similar words on various stems, as dastard, 
dotard, drunkard, dullard, laggard, niggard, 
sluggard, stinkard, wizard; in names of 
things it is sometimes augm. or of vague im
port, as billiard, ballard, placard, poniard, 
standard. I][ In several words it conceals 
endings of a different origin, as bustard, 
custard, hazard, leopard, steward, tankard. 

ardent ii·.xd;;~nt burning (lit. and fig.). XIV 
(ardaunt, Ch.). - OF. ardant (mod. ardent) 
:- L. ardent-, -ens, prp. of ardere bum, f. 
aridus ARID; see -ANT, -ENT. So a·rdouR 2

, 

U.S. a·rdor fierce heat. xrv (Ch.).- OF. 
ardour (mod. ardeur) :- L. iirdorem, -or, f. 
iirdere. Cf. ARSON. 

arduous a·.1djugs difficult, laborious xvr; 
(arch.) lofty, steep xvm. f. L. arduus high, 



ARE 

steep, rei. to Gaulish *arduo- in Arduenna 
silva the Ardennes, Olr. ard high, big, ON. 
QriJugr steep, Av. araiJwa- high, and further 
to Gr. orthos (Doric borthos :- *rorthros), 
Skr. iirdhvds upright, vdrdhate cause to 
grow; cf. ORTHO- and see -uous. 

are1 ii.r French unit of superficial measure
ment. xrx. F.- L. iirea AREA. 

are2 ii.r see BE. 
area E:J•ri<> clear open space; superficial 

extent xvr; enclosed court XVII. - L. area 
vacant piece of level ground, threshing
floor. So areola (anat.) ;,ri•ol<> small area 
XVII j see -OLE, 

areca re·rik;, tree and fruit of a genus of 
palms. xvr. Early forms arreca, ar(e)cha, 
arrequa, arracca, arec- Pg. areca- Malaya
lamdtfekka = Canaresedtfike, Tamildtfaikiiy, 
f. atjai denoting close arrangement of the 
cluster+ kay nut, fruit. 

arena ;ni·n:J centre of an amphitheatre. 
XVII; scene of conflict or strong action XVIII. 
- L. arena, prop. harena (Sabine jasenii) 
sand, sandy place, spec. sand-strewn place 
ofcombat. SoarenA·CEOUS rerinei·J:Js. XVII. 
f. L. areniiceus. 

ar@te arei·t sharp ridge. xrx. F., fish
bone, sharp edge or ridge :- L. arista ear 
of corn, fish-bone or spine. Cf. ARRIS. 

argand ii·.1grend lamp with cylindrical 
wick (and gas-burner). XVIII. f. name of 
the inventor, Aime Argand (r7ss-r8o3), of 
Geneva. 

argent ii·.1d3:Jnt silver; (her.) white. xv. 
- (O)F. argent- L. argentum silver, f. IE. 
base "'arg- be white or bright (cf. Olr. 
a(i)rget, Arm. arcat', Skr. rajatdm silver ; Gr. 
drguros silver; Gr. argh, argos shining, 
bright, Skr. drjunas white; and see ARGIL
LACEOUS, ARGUE). 

argillaceous ii.1d3ilei· f:Js clayey. XVIII. 
f. L. argilliiceus, f. argilla- Gr. drgillos clay, 
f. argifs ; see prec. and -AcEous. 

argle ii·.1gl (dial.) dispute, bandy words. 
xvr. prob. alteration of ARGUE, with -le as 
in haggle. Also in jingling comp. a·rgle
ba·rgle. 

argol ii·.Igol tartar deposited from wines. 
xrv (argoile, Ch.). -AN. argoil, of unkn. 
origin. 

argon ii·.Ig<>n (chem.) inert gas of the 
atmosphere. xrx. -Gr. argon, n. of argos 
idle, inert, for aergos, f. a- A-4+ergon WORK. 

argosy ii·.Ig:Jsi large merchant vessel. xvr. 
Earliest forms ragusye, argose, argosea, 
arguze- It. ragusea, fern. adj. used sb. (sc. 
nave or caracca) vessel or carrack of Ragusa, 
a port of Sicily, the name of which occurs 
XVI in an Eng. context as Aragouse (attrib. 
in Arag(o)usey shippes). 

argot ii· .rgou cant, slang. xrx. F., of unkn. 
origin. 

ARITHMETIC 

argue ii·.1gju debate, discuss; tbring evi
dence against; tprove. xrv. - (O)F. arguer 
:- L. argiitiire, frequent. of arguere make 
clear, prove, assert, accuse, f. base "'arg
(see ARGENT). So a•rguFY XVIII (Smollett), 
a·rguMENT XIV (Seven Sages, Ch.).- (O)F. 
argument, L. argilmentum. argumentA ·noN. 
(xv, Pecock). -F.- L. 

Argus ii·.rg;,s mythological person with a 
hundred eyes ; vigilant guardian XIV ; genus 
of pheasants XVIII. L.- Gr. Argos; used as 
adj. in sense 'vigilant' in Argus eyes (xvr), 
Argus-eyed (Ch.). 

argute ii.Igjii·t sharp, keen. xv. - L. ar
giitus, pp. of arguere make clear (see ARGUE). 

aria ii·ri:J, E<>·ri:J (mus.). XVIII. It.; see AIR. 
Arian E:J-ri:Jn (adherent) of Arius (IV), a 
presbyter of Alexandria, who denied the 
consubstantiality of Jesus Christ with God 
the Father. XIV. - ecclL. Ariiinus, f. Arius, 
Arius- Gr. 'Arfos, Arei'os. 

-arian Ea·rian suffix f. L. -arius -ARY+-AN, 
first appearing in late XVI in disciplinarian, 
quinquagenarian, later (xvu) becoming com
mon in designations of religious bodies and 
their tenets, e.g. millenarian, predestinarian, 
sectarian, Trinitarian, Unitarian, on the ana
logy of which were formed humanitarian, 
necessitarian, parliamentarian, utilitarian, 
and joe. anythingarian, nothingarian (xvm). 

arid re·rid dry. XVII. -F. aride or L. 
aridus, f. iirere be dry or parched, perh. rei. 
to ASH 2 ; cf. ARDENT and see -ID. So aridiTY 
ari·diti. xvr. -F. or L. 

ariel Ea·rial. XIX. -Arab. aryil (var. of 
ayyil stag), applied in Syria to the gazelle. 

Aries Ea·riiz zodiacal constellation. XIV 
(Ch., Gower). L., 'ram'. 

aright <lrai·t (arch.) rightly. OE. on rilzt, 
ariht, i.e. ON, A-\ rilzt RIGHT1• 

-arious E:J·rias comp. adj. suffix based on 
L. -iiris -AR, or -iirius -ARY + -ous. 

arise arai·z gen. superseded by rise, exc. 
in sense 'come into existence, originate'. 
OE. iirisan (Nhb. arrisa) = OS. iirisan, 
OHG. ur-, ar-, irrisan, Goth. us-, urreisan; 
see A- 3, RISE. 

aristocracy reristo·kr<lsi government by 
'the best' citizens ; political supremacy of a 
privileged order xvr; patrician order, nobles 
XVII. - (O)F. aristocratie- (through medL. 
translations of Aristotle) Gr. aristokratfii 
(Plato, Aristotle), f. dristos best. So aristo
CRAT re•ristokrret, ari·s- member of an 
aristocracy. XVIII. -F. aristocrate (a word 
of the French Revolution). aristocratiC 
re:ristokrre·tik xvn, -ICAL XVI. -(O)F. aristo
cratique- Gr. aristokratikos. See -CRACY, etc. 

arithmetic ari·pmitik science of numbers. 

[49] 

XIII. Earliest forms arsmetike, -metrike, 
arismetrik- OF. arismetique- Rom. "'aris
metica (so Pr., OSp.), for L. arithmetika 
-Gr. arithmetiM (sc. tekhne art) 'art of 
counting', f. arithmeln count, reckon, f. 



-ARIUM 

arithmos number; assoc. with L. ars metrica 
'measuring art' led to forms of the type 
ar(i)smetrik, which were later (xvi) con
formed, through the stage arithmetrik, to the 
orig. L. and Gr. So arithmetiCAL rerip
me·tik<Jl. XVI. f. L. arithmeticus, Gr. arith
metik6s. arithmetr·crAN. xvi. -F. 
arithmeticien. 

-arium e<J·ri;Jm L. n. sg. of -arius -ARIOL"S, 
-ARY, in sb. uses of adjs., e.g. auctarium, 
Jrigidarium, honorarium, sacrarium, and the 
group aquarium, herbarium, vivarium. 

ark ii.rk tchest, coffer; floating vessel built 
by Noah (Gen. vi 14-I6). OE. rerc (earc), 
corr. to OFris. erke, OHG. archa (G. arche), 
ON. prk, ark-, Goth. ark a; CGerm. - L. 
area (whence also F. arche, which was 
adopted in Eng. and current XIII-XVI), rei. 
to L. arx citadel, arcere enclose, ward off. 

arm1 ii.rm upper limb of the body. OE. 
arm (earm) = OFris. arm, erm, OS., OHG. 
(Du., G.) arm, ON. armr, Goth. arms :
CGerm. *armaz (whence Finn. armas). 
Like several other names of parts of the 
body, e.g. eye, foot, heart, knee, nail, tooth, 
common to a large area of the IE. stock; 
cf. L. armus, OS!. ramo, OPruss. irmo, Av. 
arama-, Pers. arm, Skr. irmds, all meaning 
'shoulder' or 'arm' ; f. base *ar- fit, join 
(cf. ART, ARTICLE). 

arm 2 ii.rm (pl.) weapons for fighting XIII; 
employment of these; heraldic insignia XIV; 
sg. (after F. arme) any kind of troops, e.g. 
infantry XVIII. - (O)F. annes = Pr. armas, 
fern. pl., Sp., It. arme, Rum. anna, repr. L. 
arma n. pl. (no sg.), f. base *ar- fit, join (see 
prec.). So arm vb. furnish with arms. XIII. 
- (O)F. armer = Pr., etc. armar :- L. ar
mare, f. arma. 

armada ii.rmei·d<J, -ii·d<J fleet of ships of 
war. XVI. Early forms armada (see -ADO), 
armada, and -ade, -ata- Sp. armada :-Rom. 
armata ARMY. 

armadillo ii.Im<Jdi·lou S. Amer. burrow
ing animal with a body cased in bony 
a1>mour. XVI. - Sp. armadillo, dim. of 
armada armed man:- L. armatu-s, pp. of 
armare (see ARM2

). 

Armageddon ii.Im<Jge·d<Jn place of the last 
decisive battle at the Day of Judgement (see 
Rev. xvi I6 A.V.; R.V. Harmagedon); 
(allusively) any final conflict on a grand 
scale XIX (Shelley). Taken to be the Gr. 
equivalent of Heb. har megiddon mountain 
region of Megiddo, which had been a site 
of great battles (e.g. Judges iv 6, etc.). 

armament ii· .rm<Jm<Jnt force equipped for 
war XVII; military equipment XVIII. - L. 
armamentum, class. only pl., f. armare; see 
AIL'YI 2, -MENT, and cf. F. armement. 

armature ii•.rm<Jtju<J.r tarms, armour xv; 
piece of iron placed in contact with the 
poles of a magnet, which preserves and 
increases the magnetic power xvm. -F. 
armature- L. armatiira, f. pp. stem of 
armare; see ARM 2, -URE. 

ARNICA 

Armenian ii.rmi·ni<Jn pert. to Armenia, a 
country east of Asia Minor, the inhabitants 
of which use a language of the IE. group. 
XVI. f. L. Armenia, Gr. Armenia, f. OPers. 
Armina (the Armenian name is Hayasdan or 
Hayq); see -IAN. 

armiger ii·.Imid;p.I esquire. XVI. - L. 
armiger bearing arms, f. arrna ARM 2 +-ger, 
gerere bear, carry (cf. -GEROUS, GERUND). 

armillary ii·.rmil;Jri, ii.rmi·l<Jri formed with 
(metal) rings or hoops. XVII (a. sphere). f. 
modL. armillaris, f. armilla bracelet, hoop, 
dim. f. armus shoulder; see ARM\ -ARY. 

Arminian ii.Imi·ni<Jn. XVII. f. Arminius, 
latinized form of the surname of Jakob 
Eiermanns or Harmensen, Du. Protestant 
theologian (d. r6o9); see -IAN. 

armistice ii•.rmistis cessation of fighting. 
XVIII. -F. armistice or modL. armistitium, 
f. anna arms (ARM 2)+-stitium stoppage, 
after L. justitium cessation of legal business 
(for the formation cf. INTERSTICE, SOLSTICE). 

Armorican ii.rmo·ribn pert. to Brittany. 
xv. f. medL. Armoricus (in Cresar Armoricre 
northern provinces of Gaul), f. Gaulish 
Aremorici 'people living by the sea', f. are
(= L. prre in front of)+ mor sea (rei. to L. 
mare); see -Ic, -AN. 

armo~~ a·.rm<Jri ~eraldry. xv. - (O)F. 
armotrze, f. armoter ( = It. armeggiare) 
blazon, f. arme ARM 2 ; see -Y 3• Hence 
armoriAL ii.rm5·ri<Jl heraldic. XVI; cf. F. 
armorial (XVII). 

armour, U.S. -or ii·.rm;J.I defensive covering 
(also toffensive arms) used in fighting. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - (O)F. armure, earlier armeure 
:- L. armatiira ARMATURE. The present 
form shows assim. to words of a different 
type, ending in -OUR. 

armoury a· .rmari tarmour XIV (R. Man
nyng); place for keeping arms XVI. pro b. 
orig.- OF. aTmoirie ARMORY, with assim. 
to ARMOUR ( cf. the early forms armurie, 
armery); see -Y 3• 

army ii·.rmi tanned expedition XIV (Ch.); 
armed force; (transf. and fig.) host xv; 
(coli.) organized military forces of a state 
XVII. - (O)F. arnu!e = Pr., Sp. armada (cf. 
ARMADA), It. armata :-Rom. armata (x), 
sb. use of pp. fern. of armare ARM in the 
senses 'armed force', 'army', 'navy', 'fleet'; 
see -Y5• 

arnaout iimau·t Albanian soldier, esp. in 
the Turkish armv. XIX. -Turk.- medGr. 
Arbanetes, var. of Albanetes, f. Albania; 
see ALBANIAN. 

arnica a·.rnika genus of composite plants; 
medicine prepared therefrom. XVIII. 
- modL., of unkn. origin, but conjectured 
to be an alteration of modL. ptarmica- Gr. 
ptarmike sneezewort, sb. use of fern. of 
ptarmik6s causing to sneeze, f. ptdrein 
sneeze. 
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AROMA 

aroma arou·ma spicy odour, sweet smell. 
XVIII. - L. aroma- Gr. droma (-at-). There 
was an earlier taromat (xm-xvn) spice(s) 
-OF. aromat (mod. -ate)- L. pl. aromata. 
So aromatiC :erom:e·tik. XIV. -F.- late L. 
-Gr. 

around arau·nd adv. and prep. in a circle 
(about), along the circuit (of). XIV. Not fre
quent before XVI ; pro b. of mixed origin; 
in earliest use perh. after OF. a la reonde 
round about, lit. 'in the round' (fern.); later 
f. A-1 +ROUND; cf. F. en rond in a circle, 
au rond de round about (XVI). 

arouse arau·z stir up. XVI (Sh.). f. A- 3 + 
ROUSE, after rise, arise, wake, awake. 

a-row arou· tin succession; (dial.) in a 
row. XIII. ME. on or a rawe or rewe, areawe, 
repr. OE. on gera!we; later arowe; see A-\ 
Row1 • 

arpeggio 1i.1pe·d3iou (mus.) notes of a 
chord played in rapid succession. XVIII. 
It., f. arpeggiare play on the harp, f. arpa 
HARP. 

arquebus see HARQUEBUS. 

arrack :e·rak Eastern name for native 
spirituous liquor. xvn. Like F. arak, 
tarach, Sp. arac, etc. derived from forms 
in Indian vernaculars, which are ult. -Arab. 
'araq sweat, juice, esp. in 'araq at-tamr (fer
mented) juice of the date. Aphetic rack 
(xvn). 

arrah :e·ra Anglo-lr. int. expressing 
emotion. XVIII (Farquhar). - Ir. ara. 

arraign a rei ·n tcall to account ; indict XIV. 
-AN. arainer, areiner, OF. arais-, areisner 
-Rom. *'adrationare, f. ad AR-+ratio(n-) 
account, REASON. Hence arrai·gn sb. 
indictment (now in clerk of arraigns) XVII. 

arrange arei·nd3 tdraw up in battle array 
XIV; put in order XVIII. In XIV-XV in Eng. 
and Sc.; occas. in XVI (e.g. Spenser); not 
frequent before late XVIII (Burke), when it 
was prob. readopted (cf. the date of de
range); orig.- OF. arangier, arengier (mod. 
arranger), f. a- AD- + rangier RANGE. So 
arra·ngeMENT. xvm. - (O)F. 

arrant re·rant notorious, downright, 
thorough. XVI. First in knight arrant, arrant 
thief, in which arrant is a later form of 
ERRANT vagabond, wandering; in the colloca
tion arrant thief it acquired the sense 
'public, common', and hence, when transf. 
to other nouns, 'manifest, undisguised, 
notorious'. 

arras re·ras rich tapestry fabric; hanging 
of this. xv. - arras in AN. draps d'arras 
'cloths of Arras', name of a town in Artois, 
France; cf. It. (a)razzo. 

array arei· (arch.) attire xm (Cursor M.); 
arrangement, order XIV (battle array XVI); 
arming of a force, military force XVII. -AN. 
arai, OF. arei (mod. arroi) = Pr. arrei, It. 
arredo; f. AN. araier, OF. areer = Pr. 

ARROGANCE 

arezar, Sp. arrear, It. arredare :-Rom. 
*'arredare put in order, f. L. ad AR- +Germ. 
*'ra!iJ- prepare (see READY and cf. CURRY1). 

So array· vb. (arch.) attire, dress xm 
(RGiouc., Cursor M.); make ready, place 
in order XIV. -AN. araier. 

arrear aria· .I phr. in arrear behindhand; 
sb. (chiefly pl. arrears) duty or liability 
overdue, debts unpaid. XVIII. The phr. in 
arrear superseded the adv. tarrear behind, 
behindhand. -OF. arere, ariere (mod. 
arriere) = Pr. areire, Sp. arredro, It. ad
dietro :- medL. adretr6, f. L. ad to (AT)+ 
retr6 backward, behind (cf. REAR2). As sb. 
arrear(s) took the place of arrea·rAGE(s) 
XIV (now U.S.)- OF. arerage-s (mod. 
arrerage), f. arere; cf. AN. sb. areres XIV. 

arrest are·st cause to stop ; capture, seize 
XIV (Barbour, Ch.); catch the attention XIX. 
-OF. arester = Pr. arestar, Sp. arrestar, 
It. arrestare :-Rom. *arrestare, f. ad AR-+ 
restare stop behind, REST. (Formerly used 
also intr. 'stop, stay', as in OF.) So arre·st 
sb. stoppage (in intr. and trans. sense), legal 
restraint. XIV. -OF. areste delay, and arest 
(mod. arret) act of arresting, f. the vb. 

arriere-ban re·ria.Ibren, II arji:rba order 
summoning vassals to military service; body 
of vassals. XVI. -F. arriere-ban, OF. 
ariereban, alteration of arban, herban- Germ. 
*hariban (OHG. heriban), f. hari, heri army 
+ban proclamation, BAN. 

arriere-guard see REARGUARD. 

arris :e·ris sharp edge formed by the 
angular contact of two surfaces. XVII. 
Corruptly- early modF. areste sharp ridge, 
ArulTE. 

arrival arai·val teaming to land XIV (Ch.); 
act of arriving XVI. -A~. arrivaile, f. 
arriver; see next and -AL 2• 

arrive arai·v tbring or come to shore, 
land XIII; come to ilie end of a journey, a 
goal, etc. XIV; treach (a port, etc.) XVI ; 
tcome to pass xvn. -OF. ariver (mod. 
arriver arrive, happen) = Pr. aribar, Sp. 
arribar :- Rom. *arripare come to land, f. 
ad AR-+ripa shore (cf. RIVER). Formerly 
sometimes inflected tarove, tariven; cf. 
STRIVE. 

arroba arou·ba weight used in Spain and 
Portugal. XVI. - Sp. arroba- Arab. arrub', 
i.e. al-rub' 'the quarter', the weight being 
! of the Sp. quintal; see AL- 2 • 

arrogance re·ragans aggressive presump
tion. XIV (R. Mannying). - (O)F. arrogance 
- L. arrogantia, f. arrogant-, -tins, prp. of 
arrogare; see -ANCE. So a·rrogANT. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. arrogate re·rogeit lay un
due claim to. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. arrogare 
claim for oneself, f. ad AR-+rogare ask; see 
ROGATION, -ATE3• So arroga·TION. - L. 
In the spec. legal sense of adopting a person 
who is sui juris, the forms a·drogate, 
adroga·tion (xvr) are used. 
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ARROW 

arrow re·rou missile to be shot from a 
bow. Late OE. ar(e)we- ON. *arw-, nom. 
pr (g. sg., pl. prvar), rei. to Goth. arhwazna 
arrow· the native OE. form was earh (re
corded once, the usual names being strtel, 
fia,flan); Germ. base *arxzv- :- IE. *arkw-, 
whence also L. arcus bow, ARC (OL. g. 
arqui; arquitenens bowman). 

arrowroot a::-rorut herb of the W. Indies, 
Maranta arundinacea, the tubers of which 
were used to absorb poison from wounds, 
esp. those made by poisoned arrows XVII; 
starch made from this XIX. Perversion of 
Aruak aru-aru 'meal of meals', by assim. to 
ARROW and ROOT. 

arse ii.rs fundament. OE. :Ers (ears) = 
OFris. ers, MLG. ars, e1·s, MDu. aers, e(e)rs 
(Du. aars and naars), OHG. ars (G. arsch), 
ON. ars and rass :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*arsaz :-IE. *6rsos, whence also Gr. 6rros, 
Arm. or rump, rei. to Gr. ourd (:- *orsa) tail. 

arsenal ii·.rs;:'ln;:'ll tnaval dock (in early use, 
of Venice); establishment for storage of 
weapons and ammunition XVI. Early forms 
arse-, arzenale, archynale- F. arsenal, tar
chenal or its source It. tarzanale, (mod.) 
arsenale (whence also Sp., Pg. arsenal), f. 
Venetian It. m·zand, ult. (with unexpl. loss 
of d)- Arab. dar-arrina'ah, f. dar house, al 
AL- 2 , rina'ah art, mechanical industry, f. 
rana'a make, fabricate (cf. Oit. tarcenale, 
whence F. ttarcenal; Sp. atarazana, -al, 
Pg. taracena; Genoese It. darsena, whence 
OF. darse, darsine dock). 

arsenic ii·.rs(;:'l)nik torpiment (yellow a., 
Pers. zirnikhi a$]ar) XIV (Ch.); treal~ar 
(red a., Pers. zirniklzi qirmiz) xv; whtte 
mineral substance (white a. trisulphide of 
arsenic) XVII; (chem.) semi-metallic element 
XIX. - (O)F. arsenic- L. arsenicum- Gr. 
arsenik6n, var. of arrenik6n yellow orpi
ment, lit. male (f. drren male)- (wi~h 
etymologizing alteration, to express tts 
powerful properties) Arab. azzernikh, i.e. 
al AL- 2, zernikh- Pers. zarni(k), zirnikh, 
f. zar gold. Also arsenic a.rse·nik XIX, 
arsenical XVII. adjs. 

arsis ii·.rsis (pros.) unemphatic syllable 
XVIII ; strong syllable XIX. - late L. - ~r. 
drsis lifting, raising, f. airein (:- *drjetn) 
raise; opposed to THESIS. By G.r. writ~rs 
applied to the raising of the foot m beatmg 
time, which marked the unaccented syllable, 
by later L. writers (followed b~ Bentl~y) 
referred to the raising of the votce, whtch 
marked the accented syllable; there is 
consequently the same opposition of mean
ing in thesis. 

arson ii·.rs;:'ln wilful setting fire. XVII. 
-legal AN., OF. arson:- medL. arsionem, f. 
ars-, pp. stem of ardere burn (see ARDENT). 

arsy-versy ii:.rsiv;';·.rsi back-foremost, up
side-down. xvr. f. ARsE+L. versus turned 
(cf. -WARD), with -Y1 added to both elements 
to make a jingle. 

art ii.rt skill or its application XIII (in rela-

ARTICLE 

tion to poetry, music, painting, etc. xvn); 
learning of the schools (e.g. terms of art); pl. 
branches of learning (the seven arts, the 
liberal arts) XIII/XIV; magic art, etc. XIV 
(Gower); artifice XVI (Sh.). - (O)F. art = 
Pr. art, Sp., It. arte :- L. artem, nom. ars, 
f. base *ar- put together, join, fit (cf. ARM1 

and 2, ARTICLE). Phr. art and part (orig. Sc. 
law xv), skill in contriving and active parti
cipation. Hence a·rtful tskilful, dexterous; 
tartistic XVII; wily, craftily ingenious XVIII; 
see -FUL1. 

art see BE. 
artefact, also arti- ii· .rtifa::kt product of 

human art. r8zr (artefact, Coleridge). f. 
arte, abl. sg. of L. ars ART+ factum, n. pp. 
of facere make, D01; cf. It. artefatto. 

artery ii·.rtari any of the tubes conveying 
blood from the heart ; ttrachea (L. arteria 
aspera). xrv(Trev.).- L. arteria-Gr. arteria, 
prob. f. base *ar- raise, repr. in AORTA, 
ARSIS. Cf. F. artere, whence Eng. tarter(e), 
tartir(e) (xvi-xvn). Hence arteriAL 
a.rti;:'l·ri;:'ll. xv. -F. tarterial (mod. arteriel). 
(Referred by the ancients to aifr AIR in 
accordance with their notions of arterial 
functions.) 

artesian a.rti·zian, ii.rti'3;:'ln, XIX. -F. 
artesien, f. OF. Arteis (mod. Artois) name 
of an old French province; applied orig. to 
wells made there, in which water rises 
spontaneously when a small hole is bored 
into the water-bearing strata; see -IAN. 

arthritis ii.r]>rai·tis inflammation of a joint. 
XVI. - L. arthritis- Gr. arthritis, f. drthron 
joint f. *ar- fit (cf. L. artus limb, ARTICLE); 
see :!TIS. So arthritic -i-tik. xv. orig. 
artetik- OF. artetique- medL. arteticus, 
alteration of arthriticus - Gr. arthritik6s; 
assim.later (through arthetick) to the L.-Gr. 
form. The comb. form arthro- of Gr. 
drthron is repr. in various scientific terms, 
e.g. a·rthropod (modL. Arthro·poda). 

artichoke ii·.rtitfouk plant allied to the 
thistle, having edible parts XVI ; Jerusalem a. 
species of sunflower with edible tuberous 
roots XVII. Earliest forms archicokk, -choke, 
artechock artichaugh- northern It. arti-, 
arciciocco: for arciciojfo, alteration of 
*alcarciojfo (cf. modit. carciojo) - OSp. 
alcarchofa (mod. alcachoja, Pg. alcachofra) 
-Arab. al-kharshOj, i.e. al AL- 2, kharshof 
artichoke. (F. artichaut, G. artischocke, Du. 
artisjok are also ult.- It.) The form arti
choke (from xvi) shows dissim. of ch • • ch to 
t .. ch, and assim. of the final syll. to choke. 

article ii·.rtikl clause of the Creed XIII; 
head or point of a contract, item XIII ; tnick 
of time moment XIV; tpiece of business xv; 
detail, ~articular XVIII; com~odity, <;hattel 
XIX. - (O)F. article- L. arttculus, d1m. of 
artus joint f. base *ar- join (cf. ARM, ART). 
In gram. s~nse (xvi) repr. the use of L. arti
culus by Quintilian, etc;., tr. Gr. drthro_n 
joint, which was apphed by the Stmc 
grammarians to (i) the personal pronouns 
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ARTICULATE 

('definite articles') and (ii) other pronouns, 
and demonstratives ('indefinite articles'). 

articulate ii.Iti·kjul:Jt divided into distinct 
parts, jointed; of distinct utterance. XVI. 
- L. articuliitus jointed, f. articulus ARTICLE. 
So arti·culate -eit vb. tformulate in articles 
(intr. capitulate); utter (vocal sounds) with 
distinctness XVI; joint XVII; see -ATE 2 and 3 • 

articulA·TION jointing, joint xv; utterance 
XVII. - F. - L., f. articuliire joint. 

artifice ii·.Itifis tworkmanship XVI; skill, 
address; expedient, contrivance xvn. 
- (O)F. artifice- L. artificium, f. arti-, ars 
ART-j-fic-, var. of fac- of facere make, Do1• 

So artificiAL ii.Itifi·f:Jl )(natural XIV 
(Wyclif, Ch.); tskilful xv. - (O)F. artificiel 
or L. artificiiilis. artificer ruti ·fis:J.I crafts
man. XIV. -AN. artificer (cf. medL. arti
ficiiirius), pro b. after OF. artificien; see -ER2• 

artillery ii.Iti·l;:,ri tmunitions XIV (Ch.); 
engines for discharging missiles xv. 
- (O)F. artillerie (whence It. artiglieria, Sp. 
artilleria), f. artiller alteration (after art) of 
OF. atillier ( = Pr. atilhar) equip, arm, 
prob. by-form of atirier, f. a AD-+tire 
order; see TIER, -ERY. 

artisan ii~tizre·n handicraftsman; tartist. 
XVI. -F. artisan- It. artigiano :-Rom. 
*artitiiinu-s, f. L. artitus, pp. of artire in
struct in the arts, f. art-, ars ART; see -AN 
and cf. courtesan, Parmesan, partisan. 

artist ii · .Itist tone skilled in the (learned, 
useful) arts XVI; one who cultivates any of 
the fine arts XVI. - (O)F. artiste.- It. artista, 
f. arte ART; see -IST. Hence artl·stiC. XVIII. 
a·rtistRY. XIX (Browning). 

artiste ii.Iti·st public singer, dancer, etc. 
XIX. F. (see prec.); superseded artist in 
this use (xvm--xrx). 

arum E;}"r:Jm cuckoo pint, Arum macula
tum. XVI (in form aron XVI-XVIII, whence 
mod. dial. aaron). - L. arum- Gr. dron. 

arundinaceous ;}rA:ndinei·f;}s reedy. XVII. 
f. L. arundiniiceus, f. (h)arundin-, (h)arundo 
reed ; see -ACEOUS. 

-ary ;}ri suffix repr. L. -iirius 'pertaining 
to, connected with': formed on sbs., as ele
mentiirius elementary, honoriirius honorary, 
voluntiirius voluntary; on adjs., as primiirius 
primary; on advs., as contriirius contrary, 
necessiirius necessary. Many of these adjs. 
were used as sbs.: in the masculine, as 
adversiirius adversary, commentiirius (sc. 
tiber) commentary, :Januarius (sc. mensis) 
January, secretiirius secretary; in the neuter, 
as aviiirium aviary, saliirium salary; and 
occas. in the feminine, as Calvaria Calvary. 
Since in French L. -iirius and -iiris were 
repr. by -aire, it came about that, when F. 
words in -aire were adopted in modEng., 
they received the ending -ary, as capillaire 
capillary, militaire military (but in ME. and 
esp. in Sc. such adjs. commonly took -air, 
-ar, as contrair, contrar). 

ASCLEPIAD 

Aryan, Arian ea·rian, a·rian Indo-Euro
pean; also (restrictedly) Indo-Iranian. 
XIX (Max Muller). f. Skr. dryas (Vedic iiria) 
noble, applied earlier as a national name. 
Cf. L. Ariana, -e eastern region of the 
Persian kingdom (Ariiini, -eni its inhabi
tants), Gr. A'rioiMedes(Herodotus),Ariand 
(Strabo), Ariiinoi; cf. Av. Airyana, whence 
mod. Iran. Cf. F. arien, G. arisch, sb. pl. 
Arier. See -AN. 

arytenoid a:riti·noid (anat.) epithet of two 
pyramidal cartilages of the larynx. XVIII. 
- modL. aryt;;enoides- Gr. arutainoeidis, f. 
arutaina funnel, f. aru(t)ein draw (off, etc.); 
see -om. 

as1 az, (emph.) rez to that or such a degree; 
in the manner or to the extent in which. 
ME. reduced form (xii) of ase orals, which 
are divergent developments of alse :- OE. 
alswii (ealswii) ALSO. Cf. OFris. asa, as(e), 
is, and G. als as, than, reduced form of also 
(which survives in the sense 'therefore'). 

as 2 a:s ancient Roman coin. XVII. - L. iis, 
of foreign (perh. Etruscan) origin. Cf. ACE. 

as- assim. form of AD- before s; cf. AC-. 
asafretida, assa- res;:,fi·tid;:, resinous gum 

with a strong smell of garlic. XIV. - medL. 
('stinking asa'), i.e. iisa (- Pers. iizii mastic), 
fmtida, fern. of fmtidus FETID. 

asbestos ~zbe·st;:,s tfabulous unquench
able stone XIV; fibrous mineral made into 
an incombustible fabric XVII. The earliest 
exx. asbeston, abiston, albestone are- OF. 
abeston, albeston- L.- Gr. dsbeston, ace. of 
asbestos, f. Gr. a- A- 4 -t-sbestos, f. sbenminai 
quench. The present form dates from XVII. 

ascend ;:,se·nd go or come up. XIV (Ch.). 
- L. ascendere, f. ad AS- + scandere climb 
(see SCANSION). So asce·ndANT first in 
astron. sense (XIV, Ch.); in the sense 
'superiority' (XVI-) superseded by asce·nd
A:<rCY XVIII. - (O)F. ascendant- prp. used 
sb. of L. ascendere. See -ENT, -ENCY. 

ascension ase·nf:m ascent of Jesus Christ 
to Heaven XIV ; rising of a celestial body 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- L. ascensio(n-), f. 
ascens-, pp. stem of ascendere. So asce·nt 
upward movement, rise. XVII (Sh., AV.). 
f. ASCEND, after the pair descend, descent. 

ascertain res:utei·n make certain xv; 
learn, find out XVIII. -OF. acertain-, tonic 
stem of acertener (later ass-, asc-, and so in 
Eng.), f. a AD- + certain CERTAIN; stressed 
asce·rtain till XVII. 

ascetic ;:,se·tik exercising rigorous self
discipline. XVII (Sir T. Browne). - medL. 
asceticus or Gr. asketikos, f. asketds monk, 
hermit (Philo), f. askefn exercise: see -IC. 

ascititious var. of ADSCITITIOUS. 

asclepiad ~skli·pired (pros.) specific verse
form. XVII. -late L. asclepiadeus- Gr. askle
piddeios, f. Asklepiddes name of a Gr. poet. 
(Earlier in asclepiadics XVI (Sidney), ascle-
piadical xvr.) 
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ASCRIBE 

ascribe ;~skrai·b assign, attribute. xv. 
- L. ascribere enter in a list, enrol, impute, 
f. ad AS- + scribere write. Preceded by 
tascrive (xrv-xvn)- OF. ascriv-, stem 
of ascrire = It. ascrivere- L. ascribere. So 
ascriptiON ;~skri·pfan. XVI. - L. 

aseptic eise·ptik non-putrefying. XIX. f. 
A-4 +SEPTIC. 

ash1 ref well-known forest-tree (family 
Fraxinere). OE. resc = OS. ask (Du. esch), 
OHG. ask (MHG. asch; G. esche is from 
the adj. eschen), ON. askr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *'askiz. An IE. base *'os-, with 
various extensions, is repr. also by L. ornus 
elm, Gr. oxzie, Alb. ah beech, Lith. uosis, 
OS!. jaseni, OPruss. woasis, W. onnen ash. 

ash2 reJ powdery residue of combustion. 
OE. resce, rexe = MLG. asche, Du. asch, 
OHG. asca (G. asche), ON. aska; cf. Goth. 
azgo; perh. rei. to ARID. Ash Wednesday 
first day of Lent XIII ; after ecclL. dies 
cinerum 'day of ashes'; cf. F.jour or mercredi 
des cendres, G. aschermittzvoch. 

ashamed afei·md affected with shame. 
OE. ascamod, pp. of ascamian feel shame, 
f. a- A- 3 + scamian (same sense), f. scamu 
SHAME; cf. OE. ofscamod. 

ashlar re• Jla:r squared stone for building 
(which succeeded the wooden shingle). xrv. 
ME. as(s )heler- 0 F. aisselier- L. a....:illa, dim. 
of L. axis, assis board, plank (whence F., 
Pr. ais, It. asse). 

ashore <~J<>a·;r on or on to the shore. xvr. 
f. A-1+sHORE', on the model of the earlier 
aland (XII). 

Asianei·Ji;m, ei·3l;m xrv (Trev.). -L. Asianus 
-Gr. Asianos; see -IAN. So AsiATIC eiJire·tik, 
ei3-. XVII. - L. Asiaticus- Gr. AsiatikOs. 

aside ;~sai·d to one side. XIV. ME. on 
syde, a syde, i.e. ON, A-\ SIDE. 

asinine re·sinain ass-like. xvr. - L. 
asininus, f. asinus ASS; see -INE1. 

Rasis ;~sis repr. L. -asis, Gr. -asis, forming 
names of diseases, prop. nouns of state or 
process derived from verbs in -dein, -an ; as 
elephantiasis, phthiriasis, psoriasis. 

ask ask call upon for information, inquire. 
OE. ascian, acsian, ahsian, axian = OFris. 
askia, OS. esc6n, OHG. eisc6n (MHG. 
eischen, G. heischen, with h after lzeissen) :
WGerm. *aisk6jan; cogns. are found in 
OS!. iskati, Lith. ieskoti, Skr. icchdti seek. 
Various types of development are repr. in 
ME. and later; ascian gave asche, asshe, 
beside esche, esse from an OE. by-form 
rescian ; retention of a with metathesis to 
acsian gave local ME. oxy ; shortening of a 
before cs, x gave axy, axe, whence wide
spread mod. dial. ax. The standard form 
ask (c. 1200) resulted from metathesis of 
aks-, ax-, The var. am: persists dial., with 
pt. and pp. ast. 

askance ;~ska·ns sideways, obliquely. XVI. 
Early forms are a scanche, a sca(u)nce, a 

ASPECT 

sconce, which suggest a F. origin; but cf. It. 
a, di, and per scancio obliquely. The source, 
which has been much disputed, remains 
unkn., as also that of the more or less synon. 
taskie (Gower), taskile (xvr rare), taskoye, 
taskoyne (xv-xvi). t]J The adv. tascaunse(s) 
as if, as much as to say (xrv-xvi) is unrelated. 

askari re·skari native soldier of \V. Africa. 
xx. -Arab. 'askari soldier, f. 'askar army. 

askew ;~skju· obliquely, awry. xvr. f. 
A-1+sKEW. 

aslant ;~sla·nt oblique, slanting xm (Cursor 
M.); prep. XVII (Sh.). Early ME. o slant; 
a later var. is ton slent, Sc. asklent, esklent, 
continued in mod. dial. on the slent ; the 
relation of the forms is obscure (see SLANT). 

asleep asli·p sleeping. OE. on slrepe, ME. 
o slrepe, o slepe, aslepe; see A-', SLEEP. 

aslope ;~slou·p sloping, obliquely. XIV. 
Earlier than SLOPE (xvi) ; of uncertain origin. 
On formal grounds a proposed deriv. from 
OE. *aslopen, pp. of asliipan slip away, dis
appear, is appropriate; but there are chrono
logical difficulties, and transference in sense 
from obliquity of motion to obliquity of 
position must be assumed. 

asp1 resp tree of the poplar family, Populus 
tremula. OE. respe = OHG. aspa (MHG. 
aspe; G. espe is from the adj. espen) :
Germ. *asp on; and OE. reps (for *resp) = 
ON. psp :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *aspo; 
rei. to OPruss. abse, Lith. apuse, epuse, Lett. 
apsa, -e, Russ. osina, Pol. osika. Superseded 
by ASPEN. 

asp 2 resp small venomous hooded serpent 
of N. Africa. xv. -OF. aspe or its source 
L. aspis - Gr. aspis, aspid-. The L. form 
was formerly current in Eng., as well as 
aspic (poet. in Addison, Tennyson)- F. 
aspic - Pr. aspic (prob. assim. to basilic 
basilisk); also taspide- OF. aspide (cf. Sp. 
aspid, Pg., obs. It. aspide). 

asparagus ;~spre·rag;~s liliaceous plant 
cultivated for its vernal shoots. xv. - L. 
asparagus - Gr. aspdragos, Attic asphdragos. 
In polite use the L. form has supplanted the 
various altered or deriv. forms that have 
been current: (i) sparagus, a medL. form, 
whence It. sparagio, G. sparge(n), sparge[, 
MF. esperage, esparge (mod. asperge), Eng. 
(ii) (a)sperage, sparage (xv-xvrr); (iii) sparrow
grass (xvn), formerly sparagras, alteration 
of sparagus by assoc. with grass (which is 
the usual term with cooks and greengrocers). 
'The corruption of the word into sparrow
grass is so general that asparagus has an air 
of stiffness and pedantry' (Walker, 1791). 

aspect re·spekt way of looking; appearance. 
XIV (Ch., in astron. sense; Gower, Trevisa). 
- L. aspectus (whence F. aspect, It. aspetto, 
etc.), f. aspect-, pp. stem of aspicere look at, 
f. a- AD-+specere look (cf. SPY). The orig. 
stressing aspe·ct continued till the time of 
Swift, but a·spect is found in early XVII. 



ASPEN 

'Jf L. spec- and its var. spic- are repr. by 
many derivs., as (i) special, species, specious, 
spectacle, spectre, speculate ; aspect, circum
spect, conspectus, expect, inspect, introspection, 
prospect, respect, suspect; (ii) auspice, con
spicuous, despicable ( cf. DESPISE), perspica
cious, perspicuous, suspicion. 

aspen re·sp:m adj. of an asp-tree XIV; sb. 
aspen tree XVI. f. ASP1 +-EN1• The sb. arose 
from apprehending the adj., in such colloca
tions as aspen leaf(Ch.), as a sb. used attrib. 

asperges ~sp~·Jd3iz (liturg.) (antiphon 
accompanying) the sprinkling of holy water 
before the principal mass on Sunday ; first 
word of 'Asperges me hyssopo et mundabor' 
Thou shalt purge me with hyssop and I 
shall be clean (Ps. l[i] 9). 

asperity ~spe·rlti roughness, harshness. 
XVI. - L. asperitas, f. asper rough; see -ITY. 
Earlier tasprete (xv)- OF. asprete (mod. 
aprete). 

asperse :lsp~·Js besprinkle xv; calumniate 
XVII. f. aspers-, pp. stem of L. aspergere, f. 
a- AD-+spargere sprinkle (cf. SPARSE). So 
asperSION :lspa· Jf:m sprinkling; calumnia
tion. XVI. - L. 

asphalt re·sfrelt, (formerly) resfre·lt mineral 
pitch XIV ; composition for paving made 
from bituminous limestones XIX. The 
earliest exx. show adoption from various 
sources; aspaltoun, aspalt (XIV) from OF., 
aspallto from It. aspalto; later the Gr. and 
L. forms were used, till more recent times, 
when asphalt( e) reproduces the F. asphalte; 
ult. - L. asphalton, -um- Gr. dsphalton, -os, 
of alien origin. 

asphodel re·sfodel liliaceous plant, Aspho
delus ramosus XVI (asphodil); used poet., 
after Homer's &.arfooiie>.os A«/1-WV asphodel
covered mead haunted by the heroes xvu 
(Milton). - L. asphodilus, -elus- Gr. asph6-
delos; the medL. var. affodilus was repr. by 
taffodi[ (XIV-XVII); cf. DAFFODIL. 

asphyxia resfi·ksi:l stoppage of the pulse, 
(hence) suffocation. XVIII. modL.- Gr. 
asphuxfa, f. a- A-4 + sphuxis pulse (cf. 
SPHYGl\10-). Hence asphy·xiate (-ATE 3), 

-A'TION XIX. 
aspic1 re·spik savoury meat jelly. XVIII. 
-F. aspic, a use of aspic serpent (see ASP 2), 

due to comparison of the various colours of 
the jelly with those of the serpent (F. sauce 
or ragoat a ['aspic). 

aspic~ see ASP~. 

aspidistra respidi-str:J plant of the lilia
ceous genus so named. XIX. - modL., f. 
Gr. aspid-, aspfs shield (with ref. to the 
shape of the leaves)+ -istra, after tupistra. 

aspire aspaia•J have a desire for some
thing above one xv; rise up, mount XVI. 
- (O)F. aspirer or L. aspirdre breathe upon, 
favour, have an ambition, aspirate (cf. Gr. 
'ITpoaTTv~iv), f. ad AS-+spirare breathe, prob. 
of imit. origin. So aspi•rANT one who 

ASSAULT 

aspires to high position XVIII. - F. or L. 
prp. aspirate re·spir:Jt adj. aspirated XVII; 
sb. consonant diphthong consisting of a 
stop followed by h; sound of h XVIII. - pp. 
of L. aspirare; see -ATE 2

• a·spirate -eit 
pronounce with an aspirate XVIII; see -ATE 3• 

aspirA·TION action of aspirating, aspirated 
sound XIV; tfavour, inspirationxv; drawing 
breath; aspiring thought XVII. - (O)F. - L. 

aspirin re·spirin acetylsalicylic acid chemi
cally prepared, used as a sedative drug. 
XIX. -G.; invented by Heinrich Dreser 
('Pfluger's Archiv' 1899); f. A-4 +Spirma+ 
-IN (i.e. without the aid of Spirrea) and so 
named to distinguish it from the natural 
acid found in Spirrea ulmaria. 

asquint :Jskwi·nt (arch.) to look to one 
side XIII (AncrR.); obliquely through a 
defect in the eyes, cross-eyed XIV (Trev.); 
with an unfavourable or furtive glance xv. 
perh. f. A-1+a LG. or Du. form now repr. 
by Du. schuinte obliquity, slant, f. schuin 
oblique = Fris., LG. schiins. 'Jf The source 
of SQUINT. 

ass res donkey OE.; stupid person xv. 
OE. assa, asa- OCeltic "as(s)in (W. asyn = 
Mlr. assan, Corn. asen, Bret. azen)- L. 
asinus (whence F. line, Pr. ase, Sp. asno, It. 
asino), which has been referred, together 
with Gr. 6nos and Arm. ef, to Sumerian 
ansu. The pronunc. as is now old-fashioned 
or affected. With its vars. the word is CEur. 
Germ. "asiluz (for asinus, repr. by ON. asni) 
is repr. by OE. esol, eosol, OS., OHG. esil, 
(M)LG., MDu. esel (Du. ezelEASEL, G. esel), 
Goth. asilus. 'J[From Germ. were adopted 
OSI. os!lu (Russ. osel), Lith. iisilas. 

assail :Jsei-1 make a violent attack on. 
XIII. -OF. asalir, tonic stem asaill- (mod. 
assaillir) :- medL. assalire (for L. assilire), 
f. ad AS- + salire to leap (see SALIENT). 
Hence assai·lANT XVI; after F. assaillant; 
superseded assaHer (xrv), orig. -OF. 
assaileor (see -ER2). 

assart :Jsa•Jt grub up trees from forest 
land. XVI. -AN. assarter, -ier, -ir, OF. 
essarter :-:medL. ex(s)artare, f. exEx-1 +sart
(as in L. sartiira for sarritiira weeding), pp. 
stem of sar(r)ire hoe, weed (cf. sarculum 
hoe). Hence assa·rt sb. land converted into 
arable. xv. -AN. assart, f. the vb. 

assassin :Jsre·sin (hist.) pl. Moslem fanatics 
engaged to murder Christians ; one who 
kills another treacherously. XVII. -F. 
assassin or medL. assassinus (whence also 
Pr. assassin, It. assassino, Sp. asesino)- Arab. 
l;!ashshashin, pl. of bashshash HASHISH-eater, 
Ismaili sectaries who intoxicated themselves 
with hashish when preparing to dispatch 
their victim. For the adoption of the pl. 
form cf. BEDOUIN; formerly stressed a•ssas
sin. Hence assa·ssiDATE3

, assassiDA'TION 
XVII (Sh.). 

assault :Js5·lt hostile onset XIII; unlawful 
attack on the person xv. ME. asaut (later 
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with l as in fault; cf. AN. assalt, Gower) 
-OF. asaut (mod. assaut) = Pr. asalt, Sp. 
asalto, It. assalto :-Rom. ""assaltu-s (re
placing L. assultus), f. ""assalfre ASSAIL. So 
assau·lt vb. xv. -OF. assauter = Pr., Sp. 
asaltar, It. assaltare :-Rom. •assalttire (re
placing L. assultare), f. ad AS- + salttire, 
frequent. of sa/ire leap (see SALIENT). 

assay ;)sei· trial (gen. and spec., now only 
of metals). XIV (R. Mannyng). -OF. assai, 
assay, var. of essai ESSAY. So assay· vb. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). -OF. assaier. Aphetic 
tsay (XIV, R. Mannyng). 

assegai re·sigai (orig.) Moorish lance, (now) 
spear of S. African tribes. XVII. Also (now 
less freq.) assagai- F. tazagaie (Rabelais; 
mod. zagaie, sagaie) or its source Pg. azagaia 
(Sp. -aya)- Arab. azzaghtiyah, i.e. al AL- 2, 

zaghtiyah Berber word for 'spear'. Earlier 
in the form tzagaie (XVI)- F. zagaie (cf. Pg., 
It. zagaia, It. zagaglia); still earlier evidence 
of the penetration of the Arab. word into 
Europe is shown by OF. archegaie, arcigaye 
(whence Sp. arsagaya and rare Eng. arche
gaye, used by Berners, 1523, and perverted 
by W. Morris to archgay), and by OF.lance
gaye (blendtd with LANCE), whence late ME. 
launcegay (Ch., Gower), which was con
tinued in arch. use. 

assemble ;)se·mbl bring or come together. 
XIII. ME. asemle- OF. asembler (mod. ass-) 
= Pr. asemblar :-Rom. •assimultire, f. L. 
ad AS-+simu[ together (cf. SAME, SIMILAR, 
HOMO-). So asse·mbly. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- OF. asembtee, sb. use of fern. pp., with 
ending assim. to -Y5• 

assent ;)se·nt give agreement or concur
rence to. XIII (RGlouc.). -OF. as(s)enter = 
Pr. asentar :-Rom. *assentare, L. -tiri, f. ad 
AS-+ sent-, of sen tire feel, think ( cf. SENTENCE, 
SENTIENT). So asse·nt sb. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-OF. asent, -e, f. the vb. 

assert ;)s;i·.rt maintain, claim; declare 
formally, state firmly. XVII (with a con
siderable variety of applications, some only 
temporary). f. L. assert-, pp. stem of L. 
asserere (i) declare one's slave free by laying 
one's hands on him, (hence) set free, (ii) de
clare to be one's slave, (hence) appropriate, 
claim, (further) maintain, affirm, f. ad As-+ 
serere join (cf. SERIES). So asserTION 
;)s;i·.rf;)n in various senses. xv (declaration, 
averment). -F. or L. asse·rtiVE. XVII (the 
corr. adv. is xv). -F. assertif. 

assess gse·s settle the amount of; rate for 
taxation. xv. - OF. assesser, f. L. assess-, 
pp. stem of assidere sit by, etc. (cf. ASSIDU
ous), in medL. levy, tax, f. ad AS-+sedere 
SIT. Hence asse·ssMENT. xvr. asse·sson 
assistant judge XIV; rater of taxes xv. 
-OF. assessour (mod. -eur)- L. assessor. 

assets re·sets sufficient estate, spec. as 
applicable to the discharge of debts. XVI. 
- legal AN. assets, earlier asetz (Britton), 
OF. asez (mod. assez enough) = Pr. asatz, 

ASSOCIATE 

OSp. asaz, Pg. assaz, It. assai :-Rom. 
•assatis, i.e. L. ad to, satis enough, suffi
ciency (cf. SATISFY); orig. in legal phr. aver 
asetz have sufficient (sc. to meet claims); 
prop. sg., but taken as pl. on account of its 
ending; the new sg. asset dates from XIX. 
(j[ In OF. asez was taken as a nom. and an 
obi. case aset was formed thence; this, with 
pronunc. ase·)> and the sense 'satisfaction, 
amends', was adopted in Eng. and was 
current XIV-XV; the north. and Sc. var. of 
this was as(s)yth XIV-XVI, with a corr. vb., 
and a deriv. assythment XVI. 

asseveration gsevgrei·fgn emphatic asser
tion. XVI. - L. asseveratio(n-), f. assevertire, 
f. ad AS-+ severus grave, SEVERE ; see -ATION. 
So asse·verate (see -ATE3) XVIII; preceded 
by tasse·ver (xvi). 

assibilate asi·bileit make SIBILA:-<T. XIX. 
f. pp. of L. assibilare; see -ATE3

• 

assiduous asi·djuas unremittingly dili
gent. XVI. f. L. assiduus, f. assidere sit by 
the side of, attend or apply oneself to, f. ad 
AS-+sedere SIT; see -ous. So assiduiTY 
residjiHti. XVII. - L. 

assign1 asai·n allot, appoint, designate 
XIV; ascribe xv. -OF. asi(g)ner (mod. 
assigner):- L. assigntire, f. ad AS-+signtire 
SIGN. So assignA·TION resig-. XIV. - (O)F. 
- L. assignEE resaini· ASSIGN 2

• XV. - (O)F. 
assigne, pp. of assigner, used sb. assi·gn
MENT. XIV. -OF. assignement- medL. 
assigntimentum. 

assign• asai·n one to whom a property or 
right is assigned. XIV. -AN., (O)F. assigne; 
see ASSIGNEE, from which it is differentiated 
by the muted final syJJ. (cf. ASTRAY, COSTIVE, 
DEFILE2, TAIL2, TROVE). 

assimilate asi·mileit make like; absorb and 
incorporate. xv. f. pp. stem of L. assimi
lare, f. ad As-+stmilis like, SIMILAR; see 
-ATE3 • So assimilA·TION. xv. assi·mila
tive. XIV. - F. or L. 

assist asi·st tgive help to xv (Sc.); help; 
tstand near XVI; be present at XVII. -F. 
assister - L. assistere, f. ad AS-+ sistere take 
one's stand (cf. STAND, STATION). So 
assi·stA:-<CE tpresence, persons present xv; 
aid XIV. -F. assistance- medL. assistentia. 
assistANT t(one who is) present; helper. 
xv. -F. assistant- medL. assistens, prp. 
of assistere. 

assize asai·z (arch.) judgement (spec. the 
Last Judgement); legal inquest or trial xm; 
sessions of a court ; ordinance ; assessment ; 
regulation (spec. of weights, measures, 
prices); standard measure; tsize XIV. -OF. 
as(s)ise sitting, seat, settlement, assessment, 
regulation, regular mode, sb. use of fern. 
of assis, pp. of asseeir (mod. asseoir) sit, 
settle, assess :- L. assidere (see ASSESS). See 
also SIZE. 

associate asou·Jieit pp. joined in function 
or status XIV; sb. (-at) companion, con
federate, colleague XVI. - L. associatils, pp. 

[s61 



AS SOIL 

of associtire, f. ad As-+socius sharing, allied 
(cf. sociAL). So asso·ciate vb. xv (pt. 
associat). See -ATE 2, -ATE3• associA·TION. 
XVI. - F. or medL. 

assoil ;Jsoi·l (arch.) absolve XIII; acquit 
XIV.- AN. as(s)oilier, -ir, f. OF. assail-, 
tonic stem of asoldre (mod. absoudre) :- L. 
absolvere ABSOLVE. A latinized var. tabsoil 
(xv-xvi) partly paved the way for the pre
valence of absolve. 

assonance a:·s;Jn;Jns form of rhyme con
sisting in agreement of the stressed or tonic 
vowel. XVIII. -F. assonance, f. L. assontire 
(of Echo) answer to, f. ad AS-+ sontire SOUND2• 

assort as5·.rt arrange in sorts. xv (Caxton; 
rare before late XVIII, when it was prob. 
readopted). -OF. assorter, mod. assortir, 
f. a AD- + sorte SORT. So asso·rtMENT 
proper agreement XVII; arrangement into 
sorts XVIII ; after F. assortiment. 

assuage aswei·d3 mitigate, soothe. XIV. 
-OF. as(s)ouagier = Pr. asuaviar :-Rom. 
•assuaviare, f. ad AS- + suavis SWEET. 
Aphetic SUAGE. 

assume ;JSJU'm take to or upon oneself XV; 
claim, take for granted XVI. - L. assiimere 
take up, adopt, usurp, f. ad As-+siimere 
take, f. sub SUB-+emere take (cf. EXEMPT). 
So assumpsit as.vmpsit (leg.) promise, 
contract. xvn. 3rd sg. pt. of assiimere. 

assumption ;JSA'mfan A. (feast of) the 
reception of the Virgin Mary into Heaven 
XIII (RGlouc.); B. (Sc.) levy XVI; adoption; 
taking for granted, postulate xvn. -OF. 
o.sompsion (mod. assomption) or L. as
siimptio(n-); in B a re-adoption. See -TION. 
assu·mptiVE. XVII. 

assure afu;J'.I make sure. XIV (Barbour, 
Ch., Gower). - (O)F. assurer, earlier 
aseurer = Pr. asegurar, It. assecurare :
Rom. •asseciirare, f. ad As-+seciirus SECURE. 
So assu·rANCE. XIV (Barbour, Ch.). - (O)F. 

Assyrian asi·ri;m pert. t_o Assyria o,r. its 
language. xv. f. L. Assynus, Gr. Assurzos; 
see -IAN. sb. XIV (Wycl. Bible), 

aster re·st;J.r genus of plants with radiated 
flowers. XVIII. - modL. use of L. aster 
-Gr. astir STAR. 

-aster rest:u repr. L. -aster or -aster 
(whence F. -atre), suffix of sbs. and adjs. 
expressing incomplete resemblance, and 
hence gen. of pejorative force; e.g. philo
sophaster petty philosopher, oleaster wild or 
bastard olive, surdaster somewhat deaf, 
filiaster stepson, patraster father-in-law. 
The best-known comp. in Eng. is POETASTER, 
on which was modelled criticaster. 

asterisk re·st;Jrisk star-shaped object; 
sign •. XVII. -!at~ L. asteriscus- Gr. 
asterlskos, dim. of aster STAR. 

asterism a:·starizm (astron.) group of stars. 
xvz. -Gr. asterism6s, f. astir STAR; see -ISM. 

astern ;JSt~·.rn in, at, or towards the stem. 
XVII. f /\-1 +STERN\ after 1\HE/\D, 

ASTRIDE 

asteroid a:·staroid (astron.) minute planet
ary body. XIX. -Gr. asteroidifs, f. astir 
STAR; see -om. 

asthma re·s(]J)ma (formerly also re·stm;J) 
disease of respiration. XIV. Earliest form 
(after medL.) asma- Gr. asthma hard 
breathing, f. dzein breathe hard, rei. to 
dein blow (cf. AIR, WIND). 

asthore ast5a·.r (Anglo-Ir.) darling. XIX. 
- Ir. a stair(- ME. star, STORE) 0 treasure. 
fJf In Sh. 'Henry V' IV iv 4 calmie custure me 
appears to be intended for Ir. cailin 6g a 
stair 'young girl, 0 treasure'; see COLLEEN. 

astigmatism asti·gm;Jtizm defect in the 
eye preventing exact focusing. XIX. f. 
Gr. a- A- 4 +stigmat-, STIGMA+-IsM. So 
astigmatic a:stigmre·tik. XIX. 

astir ;Jsta·.r stirring, up and about. XIX. 
First in north. writers, e.g. Lockhart, Scott 
(Wordsworth has on the stir, r8os); angli
cization of Sc. asteer (Burns, Scott), earlier 
asteir (XVI), on steir (xiv), f. ON, A-1 +Sc. 
form of STIR. A rare tastirbroad (XVII, once) 
is of obscure formation. 

astonish ast:)'nif tshock, dumbfound, 
stun xv; amaze XVII. First in (Sc.) pp. 
astonist, pro b. extension, with -ISH 2, of pp. 
of tastonie, tastony (XIV-XVII), obscure var. 
of tastone, the pp. of which is the source of 
ASTOU~D. 

astound astau·nd tshock, stun; amaze. 
XVII. prob. f. pp. tastound, tastouned, 
earlier tastoned, tastuned (llliii), f. AN. 
*asto1ll!, *astune, for OF. estom!, pp. of 
estoner (mod. etonner), corr. to Pr. estonat, 
pp. of Gallo-Rom. •extonare, f. L. ex Ex-2 + 
tonare THUNDER, See also STUN. 

astragal re·str;~grel architectural moulding 
of semicircular section. XVII. - L. astragalus 
(partly through F. astragale)- Gr. astra
galas huckle-bone, (pl.) dice, moulding of 
a capital. Used earlier in L. form XVI. 

astrakhan re·str;Jka:n, restr;~ka:·n. XVIII. 
f. name of an eastern province of Russia, 
to the north of the Caspian Sea, applied to 
the skin of unborn or young lambs. 

astral re·stral of the stars, starry, star-like. 
XVII. -late L. astralis, f. astrumsTAR; see -AL1• 

astray ;~strei• wandering, orig. of horses. 
xm. ME. o strai, astraie- AN. •astraie, 
OF. estraie, pp. of estraier ( = Pr. estraguar) 
:- Rom. *extravagare, f. L. extra out of 
bounds + vagari wander (cf. VAGUE); the 
first syll. has been assoc. with A-1• For the 
loss of -e cf. ASSIGN 2, etc. 

astrict astri·kt bind closely. XVI. f. astrict-, 
pp. stem of L. astringere ASTRINGE; in Sc. 
law astrict(ed) (xvi-XVII) was applied to 
lands held on such terms that the tenant 
was obliged to have grain grown thereon 
ground at a particular mill. So astri·cTION. 
XVI. - F. or L. 

astride astrai·d with the legs stretched 
apart. XVII, f. /\-1 +STRIDE. 
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astringe astri·nd3 bind closely. XVI. 
- L. astringere, f. ad AD-+stringere bind, 
draw tight (see STRICT). So astri·ngE:-<T. 
XVI. -F. astringent, L. astringens. 

astringer see OSTRINGER. 

astro- a:·strou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
astPon STAR. 

astrolabe re·straleib instrument used for 
taking altitudes and solving astronomical 
problems. XIII (corruptly ars table). -OF. 
astrelabe- medL. astrolabium - Gr. astr6-
labon, sb. use of n. of adj. astr6labos 'star
taking', f. dstron STAR+*lab-, base of 
lambdnein take. In xrv-xvi forms in -labie 
after medL. are frequent. 

astrology astm·lad3i practical application 
of astronomy to human uses; in the sense 
'divination by the stars' (now the only use) 
more spec. judicial a. )( natural a., which 
related to the prediction of natural pheno
mena. XIV (Barbour, Ch., Gower). - (O)F. 
astrologie- L. astrologia astronomy- Gr. 
astrologiii, f. astrol6gos telling of the stars, 
astronomer; see STAR, -LOGY. So astro·
loger tpractical astronomer XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); one who divines by the stars XVII. 
contemp. with and finally superseding 
tastrolog (Barbour) and tastrologien (Ch.) 
-OF. astrologue and astrologien, based on 
L. astrologus astronomer, star-diviner - Gr. 
astrol6gos; see -ER1• astrolo·giCAL. XVI. 
f. F. -ique or late L. -icus- Gr. astrologik6s. 

astronomy astro·nami science which 
treats of the stars XIII (La3.) ; tastrology 
XIV. - (O)F. astronomie - L. astronomia 
(Seneca ; the earlier term was astrologia 
ASTROLOGY) - Gr. astronomiii, f. astron6mos 
astronomer, astronomein observe the stars, 
f. dstron STAR+nom-, nbnein (see -NOMY). 
So astro·nomer student of astronomy, 
tastrologer. XIV. Late ME. astronomyer, 
f. astronomy, after earlier tastronomyen 
-OF. astronomien, f. astronomie; see -ER1• 

astrono·miCAL. XVI. f. F. -ique or L. -icus 
- Gr. astronomik6s. 

astute astju·t of keen discernment. xvn.- F. 
tastut or L. astutus, f. astus craft, cunning. 
(Cf. rare Sc. (XVI) tastuce adj. - OF. astus, 
-uce, and sb. - OF. astuu- L. astiitia.) 

asunder asA·nda.I apart. :ME. asundre 
(xn), o sunder (xm), OE. phr. on sundran, 
-um, i.e. on o:<r, A-'+obl. forms of sundor; 
see S1JNDER. 

aswoon aswu·n (arch.) in a swoon. XIV(Ch.). 
Late l\1E. aswowne, alteration of iswown, 
OE. gesw6gen, pp. of sw6gan; see swoo:<r. 

asylum asai·lam inviolable sanctuary for 
criminals, etc. xv (Lydg.); place of refuge 
XVII ; institution for the afflicted XVIII. - L. 
asylum - Gr. dsiilon refuge, sb. use of n. of 
dsu[os inviolable, f. a- A-4 +szi[e, sulon right 
of seizure. Formerly also tasile (XIV-XVIII) 
- (O)F. aisle, asyle. 
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asymptote re·simtout (geom.) line which 
approaches nearer and nearer to a curve 
without meeting it. XVII. - modL. asym
pt6ta (sc. linea line) -Gr. aszimpt6tos, sb. 
use (sc. gramm£ line) of adj. 'not falling 
together', f. a- A- 4 +szin with, SYN-+pt6t6s 
apt to fall (*pt- *pet-, piptein fall). 

asyndeton asi·ndat;m (gram.) construction 
in which a conjunctive element is omitted. 
XVI. - modL. -Gr. aszindeton, n. of aszin
detos unconnected, f. a- A- 4 +szindetos, vbl. 
adj. of sundein, f. sun- SYN-+de!n bind. 

at ret, at CGerm. (and to some extent 
IE.) prep. denoting position and motion 
towards. OE. cet = OFris. et, OS. at, 
OHG. az, ON., Goth. at; CGerm. prep. 
and verbal prefix, further rei. to L. (and 
Osco-Umbrian) ad to, at, AD-, Olr. ad-, as 
in ad/con/dare I have seen. Lost in sw. Eng. 
dial., as in modDu. and G., and replaced 
by to; in Scand., on the other hand, to was 
lost and its place taken by at (e.g. with the 
inf. ; whence the use in north. Eng. dial. ; 
cf. ADO). In ME. in combination with the 
dative of the clef. art. (OE. cet ]>rem m., n., 
cet prere fern.) it made a single word, atten, 
later atte, ate, atter(e); e.g. atten ende, at
tende at the end, attere dure, ate dure, whence 
early mod. Eng. reduced forms at end, at 
door (Sh.), at first, at last, nnd the like. 

at- assim. form of AD- before t; see AC-. 
atabal re·tabrel Moorish kettle-drum. 

XVII. - Sp. atabal- Arab. at-tabl, i.e. al 
AL- 2, tabl drum. 

ataghan, ataman vars. of YATAGHAN, 
HETMAN. 

ataunt at5·nt (naut.) with all sails set. 
XVII. See TAU:-<T 2

• 

atavism re·tavizm tendency to reproduce 
the ancestral type. XIX. -F. atavisme, f. L. 
atmms great-grandfather's grandfather, f. 
at- 'farther beyond'+ mms grandfather ( cf. 
OPruss. awis, Lith. avf•nas uncle, Goth. aw6 
grandmother); see -ISM. 

ataxy re·t;,ksi tdisorderliness; (path.) func
tional irregularity (see LOCOl\WTOR). XVII. 
- modL. ataxia (also used)- Gr. ataxia, f. a
A-4+tdxis order; see TACTIC, -Y 3

• 

-ate' eit, at repr. F. -at ( = Sp. -ADO, It. -ato) 
- L. -iitus, comp. suffix orig. f. stems of verbs 
in -are+ -tus (cf. juventus YOUTH), but later 
added directly to sbs. to form abstract sbs. 
(i) denoting action or state, as coniitus 
endeavour, pl6riitus weeping, ululdtus howl
ing; consuliitus consulship, magistriitus 
magistracy, pontijicdtus, primiitus PRIMACY; 
similarly ChrL. diaconiitus, episcoplitus, 
presbytertitus; (ii) in coli. sense, as comitatus 
escort, retinue, equitlitus cavalry, senlitus 
SENATE; (iii) in concr. sense, as magistriitus 
MAGISTRATE, matriitliitus matron's dress, 
potentiitus POTENTATE; corr. to Gr. -etzis in 
boetzis shouting, edetzis food, pothetzis long
ing = OE. -op, -ap (as in folop fishing, 



•ATE 

drugop DROUGHT), OHG. -od, Goth. -o]Ju-. 
On the model of cardinalate(- F.), -ate has 
been suffixed to native words, e.g. alder
manate. 

-ate2 (in adjs.) at, (in some sbs.) eit suffix 
of pps., ppl. adjs., and sbs., repr. (partly 
through OF. -at, -ate) L. -titus, -tita, -titum, 
ending of the pps. of verbs in -tire, f. -a-+ 
-tus, gen. ppl. suffix, as in doctus, monitus, 
rectus, auditus, pps. of docere, monere, regere, 
audire, and carr. to Gr. -tos, as in agnostos 
unknown, gnot6s known, mathet6s (that may 
be) learnt, siteut6s fatted. There are many 
adjs. of this origin, as desolate, desperate, 
inchoate, moderate, separate; situate survives 
as a pp. a. Added to sbs. with the sense 
'provided with', it produced many adjs., 
as denttitus toothed, foliatus leaved, leafy, 
insenstitus INSENSATE, littertitus LITERATE, 
togatus wearing a toga, tesselltitus tiled ; on 
this model were made numerous adjs. in 
nat. hist., etc., as angustifoliate narrow
leaved, lunulate crescent-shaped. b. L. pps. 
were used as sbs., in all three genders, as 
(i) legatus one sent as a deputy, LEGATE, 
(medL.) prmltitus PRELATE, curtitus one pro
vided with a cure of souls, CURATE (cf. -ADO); 
(ii) medL. carucata CARUCATE, virgata 
VIRGATE, and numerous sbs. in the Rom. 
langs. (repr. by F. -ee, Sp. -ada, It. -ata; 
cf. -ADE); (iii) L. mandatum command, 
MAUNDY, modL. prmcipittitum PRECIPITATE j 
in chem. (through uses like modL. plumbum 
acetatum salt produced by the action of 
acetic acid on lead) extended to the nomen
clature of salts of acids denominated by 
adjs. in -ic. Cf. -Y5 • 

-ate3 eit suffix of verbs formed on pp. 
stems (-at-) of L. verbs in -are, orig. on the 
basis of existing pp. forms in -ATE2, which 
were at first often used concurrently with 
the infs. as their pps., e.g. inf. consecrate, 
pp. consecrate (later consecrated); it conse
quently became possible to form an Eng. 
verb in -ate on any L. verb in -are. Many 
F. verbs in -er (:- L. -tire) have been angli
cized by the addition of this suffix to their 
stems, e.g. FELICITATE. 

atelier re·taliei, atalje workshop, artist's 
studio. (xvn), XIX (Greville, Thackeray). 
(O)F., f. (with -ier :- L. -tirium -ARIUM) OF. 
astelle splinter, thin board :- late L. astella, 
for L. astula, alteration of assula, dim. of 
assis board, plank. 

Athanasian rej:>;mei·Jian pert. (tradition
ally) to Athanasius (A.D. 293-373), bishop of 
Alexandria. XVI. - ecclL. Athanasianus 
(Augustine); see -IAN. 

atheism ei·piizm disbelief in God. xvr. 
-F. atheisme (XVI), f. Gr. atheos without 
God, denying God, f. a- A- 4 +the6s god. 
(A rare fatheonism XVI was perh. f. It. atheo; 
Coverdale refers to 'the Italian atheoi'.) So 
a·theist. xvr. - F. atheiste or It. atheista; 
see -ISM, -1ST j hence ather·STIC, -I'STICAL. 
XVII, (Other attempts to adopt Gr. atheos, 

·ATION 

viz. fatheal, fathearz, were short-lived. Cf. 
F. athee atheist.) 

athelingre·IS<>lil)'(hist.) prince. OE. m]Jeling = 
OFris. etheling, edling, OS. coiling (MLG., 
MDu. edelinc), OHG. adaling (whence 
medL. adal-, adelingus) :- WGerm. •a]>e
liyga, f. •apal- race, family (cf. OE. mpele 
noble, etc.)+patronymic suffix -il)-. 

athematic repimre·tik (philo!.) formed 
without a thematic vowel. XIX. f. A- 4 + 
THEMATIC. 

athenreum rej:>lni·am temple of Athene 
at Athens, in which professors taught, etc. ; 
literary or scientific club; literary club-room. 
xvm. - late L. Athenmum - Gr. Athenazon, 
sb. use ofn. of adj. 'pert. to Athene', goddess 
of wisdom. 

athetize re· pltaiz reject (a passage) as 
spurious. XIX. f. Gr. athetos set aside j 
formed to render Gr. athetefn; see -IZE. 

athirst aj:>;i•Jst (arch.) thirsting. OE. 
of]Jyrst, short form of of]>yrsted, pp. of 
of]>yrstan suffer thirst, f. of- A- 2 + pyrst 
THIRST; ME. vars. were oj]>urst, athurst, 
ajurst, athrist. Cf. AHUNGERED. 

athlete re·j:>lit competitor in public games 
of ancient Greece and Rome ; one trained 
or expert in physical exercises. XVIII (once xv). 
- L. iithleta- Gr. athletJs, f. athlefn contend 
for a prize, f. dthlos contest, athlon prize ; 
before c. 1750 the L. form was in use. (Not 
in J.) So athletiC reple·tik. xvn. - F. ath
Utique (Rabelais) or L. athleticus- Gr. athle
tik6s, f. athletes ; sb. pl. athletrcs xvm ; 
athle•tJCAL XVI. 

athwart apw5•Jt across. xv (first in Sc.). 
f. A-1 +THWART, prob. after ON. um ]>vert 
'over in a transverse direction'. 

-atic ae·tik repr. F. -atique- L. -aticus, orig. 
f. pp. stems in -at- (see -ATE3)+-icus -rc, as 
erraticus of a wandering nature, ERRATIC, 
volaticus of the flying kind, later extended 
to sbs., e.g. aquaticus AQUATIC, Asiaticus, 
fandticus FANATIC, umbraticus shady. The 
neuter of such adjs. was used as sb., e.g. 
viaticum provision for a VOYAGE, whence 
the extended use of the suffix in Rom. repr. 
by -AGE. t;JI In AROMATIC, AXIOMATIC, 
PROBLEMATIC, and the like, -atic repr. Gr. 
-atik6s, f. n. stems in -at-. 

-atile atail repr. F. -atile- L. -atilis, in 
formation (see -ILE) and sense similar to 
-ATIC, e.g. vo[ati/is VOLATILE, f. voltit-, 
voltire fly, (with sbs.) fluviatilis, umbrtitilis, 
f. fliivius, umbra. 

atilt ati·lt tilted; at the tilt (in jousting). 
XVI. f. A1-+TILT1• 

-ation ei·Jan -OF. -acioun, -aciun (mod. 
-ation) - L. -dtionem, nom. -atio, the form 
resulting from the addition of -tio -TION to 
verb-stems in a. The great majority of Eng. 
words in -ation have carr. vbs. in -ATE 8

, as 
creation, moderation, saturation, beside 
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-ATIVE 

create, moderate, saturate; some have no 
such corr. vb., as capitation, constellation, 
duration, lunation; others are formed 
directly on vbs. in -IZE, as civilization, 
organization. A large number, by the 
circumstances of their origin, have corr. 
vbs. of other forms, as apply and applica
tion, modify and modification, publish and 
publication, prove and probation. Others 
have the appearance of being formed on 
Eng. vbs., as alteration, causation, formation, 
notation, vexation; hence the practice (from 
XVI) of adding the suffix to miscellaneous 
vbs., as tblindation, botheration, flirtation, 
tfoolation, tschoolation, starvation, and 
occas. to other parts of speech, as back~carda
tion (in stock exch. lang.). 

-ative ativ - F. -atij, -ati~·e - L. -titi~·us, 
-h·a, formed by the addition of -ivus -IVE 
to pp. stems in -iit-, as demonstrtitivus 
DEMONSTRATIVE; the number of such adjs. 
was increased in late and med. L. (among 
them several techn. terms, as abltitivus, 
affirmtith·us, jigzlrtitfvus, puttitivus) and were 
the models for many more in the Rom. 
langs. Such pairs as affirm and affirmative 
furnished an analogy for talkative (xv). In 
medL. quiilitiitivus and quantittitivus were 
formed on the sbs. quiilittis, quantitas; hence 
authoritati·ve, f. authority. The neut. of a 
few L. adjs. was used sb., e.g. dontitivum 
DONATIVE. In Eng. several adjs. have been 
so used, as narrative, purgati·ve. 

Atlantic atlre·ntik. xv (Higden). - L. 
Atlanticus- Gr. Atlantik6s, f. Atlant-, 
A'tltis name of (i) the Titan who was sup
posed to hold up the pillars of the universe, 
and (ii) the mountain in Libya which was 
held to support the heavens, whence the 
application of the adj. to the sea near the 
west coast of Africa, from which it was 
extended to the ocean lying between Europe 
and Africa on the east and the Americas on 
the west; see -IC and cf. F. atlantique. 
t1[ Trevisa has 'pe sea of occean of athlant', 
rendering L. oceanus Atlanticus. 

atlas re·tl;;,s supporter, mainstay XVI ; 
volume of maps XVII. The Titan Atlas (see 
prec.) was often figured with the terrestrial 
globe on his shoulders, whence the applica
tion of the name to a collection of maps. 

atmosphere re·tm;Jsfi;Jl gaseous envelope 
of a body, spec. the mass of air enveloping 
the earth. XVII. - modL. atmosphrera, f. Gr. 
atm6s vapour+sphaim ball, SPHERE. Hence 
atmospheriC -sfe·rik XVIII, -!CAL XVII. 

atoll ;Jto·l, re·tol coral island XVII; lagoon 
belt (Darwin, 1842). -:Maldive atofu, said 
to be rei. to Cingalese iitul interior ; the 
Maldive name for the islands, which are 
typical examples of coral structure. 

ATROPHY 

division of time- Gr. dtomos, sb. use of adj. 
'indivisible' (as in arop.o< ,Pva«s atoms), f. 
a- A- 4 + *tom- (cf. A:-;"ATOMY, TOME). Hence 
atomic ;Jto·mik XVII. - modL. atomicus. 

atomy1 re·tami skeleton (lit. and fig.). 
XVI (Sh.). Aphetic of ANATOMY. 

atomy• a!'tami atom, mote, tiny being, 
mite. XVI (Sh.). prob. f. atomi, pl. of L. 
atomus AT0!\1:, but assoc. with prec. 

at once ;JtWA·ns with one grasp, step, act. 
ME. at ones (xm), phr. f. AT+ g. of ONE (cf. 
NONCE). 

atone ;Jtou·n reconcile, appease. XVI (once xv 
be reconciled). Back-formation from ato·ne
MENT (XVI, More, Tindale), f. phr. at one in 
harmony (xm) + -MENT, after medL. adtinii
mentum (vm), f. adzinare unite, and earlier 
onement (in Wycl. Bible tr. L. zinio union), 
as used in make an onement be reconciled, 
set at onement reconcile. The pronunc. oun 
of -one is as in alone and only. 

atonic ;Jto·nik lacking tone xvm; (philo!.) 
unaccented xrx. f. a- A- 4 -i-TONIC, infl. (esp. 
philo!.) by F. atonique; cf. Gr. dtonos. 

-ator eital repr. L. -iitor, suffix combining 
-TOR with vb.-stems in -ti- and forming 
agent-nouns, e.g. creator, dictator, mediator, 
spectator, translator; a few others were 
formed in L. on -atus -ATE\ e.g. senator. 
The earliest of such sbs. were adopted in 
OF. form with -atour (mod. -ateur), and 
later accommodated to the L. originals. 
From XVI modL. formations such as de
nominator and numemtor appear. From XVII 
the suffix began to be used for names of 
instrmnents, e.g. perambulator, and in anat., 
e.g. le·vator, rotator; but such formations 
were not common till early XIX, since when 
they have become fairly numerous as names 
of implements and machines, e.g. accumu
lator, detonator, elevator, escalator, generator, 
incubator, indicator, percolator, refrigerator, 
regulator, separator, ventilator. 

atrabilious retr;Jbi·li;Js hypochondriac. 
XVII. f. L. iitra bllis black BILE, tr. Gr. 
melagkholiii :VIELANCHOLY; see -IOUS. The 
deriv. medL. adj. iitrabfliirius has been 
repr. by tatrabilar, -aire (so F.), atrabilarian, 
-arious, tatrabilary, -biliar, -iary. 

atrip ;Jtri·p (naut.) applied to things m 
raised positions. XVI!. f. A-1 -i-TRIP. 

atrium ei·tri~m central court of an 
ancient Roman house XVII; (anat.) chamber 
of an organ of the body XIX. - L. 

atrocious atrou· J;}s excessively cruel or 
wicked. xvn. f. L. atroci-, atrox fierce, 
cruel, pro b. orig. 'of black aspect', f. titer 
black, dark + oc-, stem of oculus EYE; see 
-IOUS and cf. F. atroce. So atrociTY 
;Jtr;rslti. XVI. - (O)F. or L. 

atom re't;Jm (hist.) body so small as to be 
incapable of division XVI ; supposed ultimate 
particle of matter XVII ; hence in mod. 
physics and chem. XIX. - (O)F. atome- L. 
atomus smallest particle, smallest medieval 

atrophy re·trafi wasting away of the body. 
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XVII. -late L. atrophia- Gr. atrophia, f. dtro
phos ill-nourished, f. a- A- 4+ troj>hi nourish
ment, trephein nourish. So a·trophiED 
-fid. xv1. - F. atrophie (Pare). 



ATROPINE 

atropine re·tropin alkaloid poison from 
belladonna. XIX. f. modL. atropa deadly 
nightshade, fern. f. Gr. Atropos ('Inflexible') 
name of one of the Fates, f. a- A-'+ •trop
•trep- tum (cf. TROPIC); see -INE6• 

attach :>tre•tJ A. seize, arrest XIV; B. fasten, 
join xv; adhere XVIII. In A.- OF. atachier 
(mod. attacher) = It. attaccare, Sp. atacar; 
in B.- alteration, by prefix-substitution, of 
OF. estachier fasten, fix = Pr., Sp. estacar; 
-Germ. *stakon, f. *stak- STAKE1. In B 
- modF. So atta·chMENT leg. (writ of) ap-
prehension xv; fastening XVIII. - (O)F.; in . 
legal AL. attachiamentum. 

attache retre·Jei, [[atafe one attached to 
the suite of an ambassador. XIX. F., pp. of 
attacher ATTACH. 

attack :>tre·k assail, assault. XVI (Holland). 
-F. attaquer- It. attaccare, as in attaccare 
battaglia join battle (see ATTACH). Hence, or 
-F. attaque (-It. attacco) attack sb. xvn 
(once in Milton's poems). 

attain :>tein tstrike, attaint; reach (to). 
XIV. -AN. atain-, atein-, OF. ataign-, 
ateign-, stem of ataindre, -eindre (mod. 
atteindre) :- L. attingere touch on, reach, 
f. ad AT- + tangere touch (cf. TANGENT). 
Hence attai·nMENT personal accomplish
ment (now chiefly pi.). XVII. Cf. CONTAIN. 

attainder :>tei·nd;~r process of attainting. 
xv. -AN. attainder, atteinder (XIV), sb. 
use of inf. atteinder, (O)F. atteindre ATTAIN; 
see -ER4• 

attaint :>tei·nt tconvict; subject to at
tainder XIV; (arch.) affect, infect XVI. f. 
attaint pp. convicted, attainted, infected 
(XIV)- OF. ataint, ateint, pp. of ataindre 
ATTAIN; infl.later in meaning by TAINT. (Cf. 
the origin of convict vb.). Hence tattai·nt 
sb. conviction XIV; blow, wound; taint. XVI. 

attar re·t;~~ fragrant essence (of roses). 
XVIII. - Pers. 'atar perfume essence ('atar
gul essence of roses)- Arab. 'utii.r, 'otor, 
pl. of 'itr aroma, f. 'atara exhale perfume. 
Earlier OTTO. 

attempt :>te·mPt make an effort, try. XIV 
(Gower). - OF. attempter, latinized form 
of atenter (mod. attenter) = Pr. attentar, 
It. attentare: - L. attemptare, f. ad AT-+ 
temptdre TEMPT. Hence atte·mpt sb. XVI. 

attend ;,te·nd A. direct the mental or 
physical faculties, apply oneself to XIII 
(Cursor M.). B. take care of, wait upon xv; 
be present at XVII; tC. wait for, expect xv. 
-OF. atendre (mod. attendre wait for) :
L. attendere, f. ad AT- + tendere stretch, 
TEND1 • Aphetic TEND 2• So atte·ndANcE. 
XIV (Ch.). -OF. attendance. atte·ndant 
adj. XIV (Gower); sb. xv. - OF. attendant. 
atte·nTION. XIV (Ch., tr. L.; thereafter rare 
before XVI, Sh.). - L. attentio(n-); cf. F. 
attention (xv1). atte·ntiVE. XIV (Sc.). 
- (O)F. attentif. 

ATTRITION 

attenuate ate·njueit make thin or weak. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. attenudre, f. ad AT-+ 
tenudre, f. tenuis THIN; see -ATE3

• 

attest :>te·st bear witness to ; call as wit
ness. XVI (Spenser, Sh.). - F. attester- L. 
attestdri, f. ad AT-+testtiri witness (cf. 
TESTAMENT). So attestA'TION. XV. -F. 
-late L. 

attic re·tik (archit.) decorative structure placed 
above an order (usu. Attic) of much greater 
height; (orig. attic storey) top storey of 
a building, prop. one enclosed by such a 
structure. XVIII. spec. use of ATTIC as 
applied to a square column of any of the 
five orders. (Cf. 'Nous appellons aussi 
Attique dans nos bastimens un ordre que 
!'on met sur un autre beaucoup plus grand • 
. . . Ce petit ordre n'a ordinairement que 
des Pilastres d'une fa\!on particuliere, qul 
est a Ia maniere Attique dont le nom luy 
a este donne', Felibien, 1676.) 

Attic re·tik of Attica, Athenian. XVI. - L. 
Atticus- Gr. Attik6s. A. salt or wit (L. sal 
atticum). So AttiCISM re·tisizm Greek 
idiom as used by Athenians; elegant Greek. 
xvn. -Gr. Attikism6s. A·tticizE. xvn.- Gr. 

attire :>tai;,·~ tput in order, equip XIII; 
dress XIV. -OF. atir(i)er arrange, equip, 
dress, deck = Pr. atieirar, f. phr. OF. 
a tire, Pr. a tieira in succession or order, of 
unkn. origin. See TIRE2• Hence atti·re sb. 
tequipment; dress. XIII. 

attitude re·titjiid tdisposition of a figure in 
statuary or painting XVII; posture XVIII. 
- F. attitude- It. attitudine, Sp. actitud fit
ness, disposition, posture :- late L. aptitii.
dinem, -ii.do APTITUDE; prop. a techn. term 
of the arts of design; see -TUDE. 

attorney1 at5·.mi legal agent. xrv. -OF. 
atormf, aturne, sb. use of pp. of atorner 
assign, appoint (whence law L. attonuire), 
f. a AD-+torner TURN. 

attorney• :>t5·~ni legal agency (in letter, 
power of attorney). xv. -OF. atornee, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of atorner (see prec.). 

attract ;,trre·kt draw to oneself or itself. 
xv. f. attract-, pp. stem of L. attrahere, 
f. ad AT-+trahere draw (cf. TRACT). So 
attra·cTION. xv. - F. attraction or L. at
tractio(n-). attra·cTIVE. XIV. -F. attractif, 
-ive ( = Pr. atractiu, It. attrattivo) - late L. 

attribute re·tribjiit quality or character 
ascribed, appropriate, or characteristic. xv. 
- (O)F. attribut or L. attribii.tum, sb. use of 
n. pp. of attribuere, f. ad AT-+ tribuere allot 
(cf. TRIBUTE). So attribute :>tri·bjiit 
assign, ascribe. XVI. f. the pp. stem; 
formerly str. a·ttribute, attribu·te. attribu·
TION. XV. - (O)F. - L. attri·butiVE. XVII. 
- F. attributif, -ive. 

attrition :>tri·J;~n (theol.) imperfect contri
tion XIV (Ch.); rubbing away xv.- late L. 
attritio(n-), f. attrit-, pp. stem of atterere, 
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ATWO 

f. ad AT-+terere rub; see TRITE, -ITION, and 
cf. F. attrition (XVI). 

atwo ::>tfJ.• (dial.) in or into two parts. OE. 
on twa, on til, i.e. ON, TWO; cf. OFris. ontwa, 
a twa. 

aubade ouba·d, II obad song or salute at 
dawn. XIX. F. - Sp. albada, f. alba ( = F. 
aube, etc.) :- CRam. *alba dawn, sb. use of 
fern. of albus white (cf. ALB); see -ADE. 

aubergine ou·b::>.r3in, -3i·n fruit of the egg
plant, Solanum esculentum, BRINJAL. XVIII. 
- F. aubergine- Cat. alberginia - Arab. albti
dinjtin- (with AL- 2) Pers. btidingtin- Skr. 
vtititrzgm;a (whence Hind. baingan, began). 

aubrietia 5brii·f::> (erron. aubretia) cruci
ferous plant. XIX. - modL., f. name of 
Claude Aubriet, after whom it was named 
by Adanson in 1763; see -IA1 . 

auburn 5·b::>m (orig.) yellowish-white, 
(now) golden-brown. xv (aborne, a/borne). 
xv (Lydg.). -OF. alborne, auborne :- medL. 
alburnus whitish, f. albus white (rei. to Gr. 
alph6s); in XV-XVII often abrun, -o(u)n, 
abrown, and so assoc. with brown. 

auctarium 5kte::>·ri::>m architectural en
largement of a library. XVII (also anglicized 
tauctary, and in gen. sense). -mod. use of 
L. auctarium surplus weight or charge, f. 
auct-, pp. stem of augere increase, AUGMENT; 
see -ARICM. 

auction 5·kf::>n public sale in which articles 
are sold to the highest bidder. XVI. - L. 
auctio(n-) increase, public sale in which bids 
are increased, f. auct-, pp. stem of augere 
increase; see AUGMENT, -TION. Hence 
auctiODEE'R1 . XVIII. 

audacious 5dej-f::>s daring; presump
tuously defiant. XVI. f. L. audaci-, audtix 
bold, f. audere dare, f. *'audus, contr. of 
avidus AVID; see -IOUS. So audaciTY 
5dre·slti. XV. f. medL. audticitiis; see -ITY. 

audible 5·dibl that can be heard. xvr. 
-late L. audibilis, f. L. audire hear, f. base 
*awiz-, found also in Gr. aisthdnesthai 
(*'aris-) perceive; see -IBLE. So audiENCE 
5·di::>ns hearing, esp. formal, judicial, etc. 
XIV (PPI., Ch.); assembly of hearers xv. 
- (O)F. audience, refash. after L. of toiance 
:- L. audientia, f. prp. of audire. audit 
5·dit examination of accounts; settlement 
of accounts between landlord and tenant 
xv; thearing xv. - L. auditus hearing, f. 
audit-, pp. stem of audi1·e; cf. AN. audit 
hearing (Gower). (Auditing was performed 
by oral recitation of the accounts.) Hence 
au·ditvb. xv. audi·TION. XVI.- L. au·diton1• 

XIV (Shoreham).- AN. auditour, (O)F. audi
teur- L. auditorem. audito·rium XVII, 
earlier au·ditoRY2 XIV (Wyclif). - L. 

Augean 5·d3i::>n abominably filthy. XVI. 
f. L. Augetis, Gr. Augefds name of a fabulous 
king of Elis whose stable of 3,ooo oxen, 
uncleansed for 30 years, was purged by 
Hercules; see -EAN, 

AUNTER 

auger 5·g::>r carpenter's boring-tool. OE. 
nafogiir, f. nafu NAVE1 + giir javelin, spear, 
piercer, borer (GORE2), i.e. orig. pointed 
tool for boring the naves of wheels; corr. to 
OS. nal5uger (Du. avegaar, eveger, egger), 
OHG. nabuger (G. niiber, tneber), ON. 
nafarr; the CGerm. word was adopted in 
Finn. as napakaira. Forms showing loss of 
initial n, as in adder, apron, umpire, occur 
xv; cf. the Du. forms. 

aught 5t (arch.) anything. OE. iiwiht, 
iiwuht, iiuht, iiht; corr. to OFris. iiwet, iiet, 
OS. eorviht, MDu. iet (Du. iets :- *ietwes), 
OHG. eowiht, iewiht (MHG. ieht, iewet, 
iet); \VGerm. comp. ofAY1 (ever) and WIGHT 
(creature, thing). The sp. aught reflects a 
var. of OE. iiht (ME. auht, au3t) with 
shortened vowel )( OUGHT 2• Cf. NAUGHT. 

augment 5·gm::>nt tincrease xv; (gram.) 
prefixed syllable in past tenses of IE. verbs 
XVIII. - (O)F. augment or late L. augmentum, 
f. augere increase; see -MENT. So aug
me·nt vb. xv (Lydg.)- (O)F. augmenter or 
late L. augmentiire. augmentA·TION. xv. 
augme·ntATIVE. XV. 

augur 5·g;u one who divines by the flight, 
etc. of birds. XIV. - L. augur, earlier auger, 
prob. f. avis bird (cf. AI:SPICE)+gerere 
perform (see GESTURE). Hence au·gur vb. 
XVI (Sc.; in Eng. use XVII, Jonson), after L. 
augurtirf. So augury 5·gjuri the augur's 
art XIV (Ch.); omen, prognostic XVII. 
-OF. augurie or L. augurium; see -Y4

• Cf. 
INAUG1:HAL, -ATE 3• 

august 5gA·st of stately dignity. XVII 
(\Vither). - (O)F. auguste or L. augustus, 
prob. f. base of augere increase, AUGMENT. 

August 5·g::>st eighth month of the year. 
OE. August- L. Augustus, so named after 
the first Roman emperor, Augustus Cresar. 

auk 5k northern sea-bird. xvn (prob. 
earlier in local use). - 0~. dlka (Sw. alka, 
Da. alke). 

auld 5ld, (Sc.) aid Sc. form repr. OE. 
(Anglian) ald OLD; familiar in England in 
auld lang syne 'old long ago' (see SYNE), 
Auld R.eekie 'Old Smoky', Edinburgh. 

aumbry,ambry5·mbri, a·- (dial.) cupboard, 
press, locker XIV (Ch., PPI., Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa); (in church use) xv. Late ME. 
almarie, passing to aumery, aumbry (XVI) 
-OF. almarie, var. of armarie (mod. armoire) 
- L. armarium closet, chest, f. arma in the 
transf. sense 'utensils' (see ARM 2). 

aunt ant father's or mother's sister. XIII 
(RG!ouc.). -A~. aunte, OF. ante (mod. 
tante) = Pr. amda :- L. amita, extension of 
a hypocoristic form *'am(m)a mother (cf. Gr. 
ammas, G. amme nurse, 0~. amma grand
mother). In XIII-XVII by coalescence of n 
in myn aunt, thyn aunt, naunt was estab
lished and survives dial. (cf. NEWT). Hence 
au·ntie, -y xvm (Burns); see -Y6• 

aunter, auntrous see ADVENTURE. 
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AURA 

aura 5·ra exhalation. xvm. - L. -Gr. 
aura breath, breeze (cf. AIR, WIND). 

aural 5·rnl pert. to the organ of hearing. 
XIX. f. L. auris EAR -!- -AL. So au·riST 
specialist in diseases of the ear. XVII. 

aureate 5·riat golden (lit. and fig.). xv 
(Lydg.). -late L. aureiitus, f. aureus golden, 
f. aurum gold; see -ATE2 • 

aurelia 5ri"li;} chrysalis. xvn (Topsell, 
Boyle). -It. aurelia silkworm in its cocoon, 
sb. use of fern. of aurelio golden (Florio). 

aureole 5·rioul saint's crown of glory xm; 
halo XIX. - (O)F. aureole- L. aureola, sb. 
use (sc. corona crown) of adj. aureolus 
golden, f. aurum gold. 

auri- 5·ri, 5ri· comb. form of L. aurum 
gold, e.g. auri·FEROUS (xvm), f. L. aurifer. 
Also irreg. auro- (see -o-). 

auricle 5·rikl external ear; lobe; cavity of 
the heart. XVII. - L. auricula (see next). 

auricula 5ri·kjol;} species of primula. XVIII 
(earlier tauriculus). - L., dim. of auris EAR; 
so named from the shape of the leaves. 

auricular 5ri·kji1l;}ct spoken into the ear. 
xv. - late L. auricularis, f. auricula; see 
prec. and -AR. 

aurochs 5·roks wild ox; European bison. 
xvm. G., early var. of auerochs (OHG. 
iirohso, f. ur = OE. fir, etc., of unkn. origin 
+ohso ox). The Germ. word is the source 
of L. iirus. 

aurora ar5·ra dawn XIV (Trev.); luminous 
atmospheric phenomenon near the poles, 
'northern lights' XVII; also aurora borealis 
b5riei-lis (see BOREAL), so named by Pierre 
Gassendi in 1621. - L. aurora, for *auros, 
-oris (cf. FLORA and flos); see EAST. 

auscultation 5skAltei·J;}n listening (spec. 
med.). XVII. - L. ausculttitio(n-), f. auscul
ttire, f. *aus-, base of auris EAR-l-an obscure 
el.; see -ATION. 

auspice 5·spis usu. pl. divination by birds 
XVI; propitious token; favourable influence 
XVII. -F. auspice or L. auspicium action of 
an auspex observer of the flight of birds for 
omens (cf. AUGUR), f. avi-s bird (rei. to 
synon. Gr. and Indo-Iranian words) + 
*spic- look (cf. SPY). Hence auspiciOus 
5spi•J;)s. XVII (Sh.). 

austere 5sti;}· x stern; severe in self-dis
cipline. XIV. - (O)F. austere- L. austerus 
- Gr. austeros making the tongue dry and 
rough, (hence) harsh, severe, f. auein,f. (h )alios 
dry (see SERE). So austeriTYaste·riti. XIV. 

Austin 5·stin Augustinian (friar), follow
ing the so-called Rule of St. Augustine. 
XIV (Wyclif). Reduction of Au·gustin 
- (O)F. Augustin, transf. use of the proper 
name Augustin, L. Augustinus, St. Augustine 
(354-430), bishop of Hippo. 

autarchy 5·tii.Jki absolute sovereignty; 
self-government. XVII. -Gr. autarkhiti, f. 

AUTOGRAPH 

autarkhos, f. autos AUTO- -!- drkhein rule, 
-arkhos ruling; see -Y3

• 

autarky 5•tiilki self -sufficiency. XVII 
(-archie). -Gr. autdrkeia, f. autdrkes self
sufficient, f. autos AUTO- -1- arketn suffice ; 
see -Y3

• 

authentic 5pe·ntik tauthoritative XIV 
(R. Rolle); entitled to acceptance or belief 
as being reliable XIV (Ch.); actual, not 
imaginary xv ; genuine, not counterfeit ; 
(mus.) of modes xvm. ME. au(c)tentik 
-OF. autentique-late L. authenticus (whence 
also Sp., It. autentico)- Gr. authentik6s 
principal, genuine, f. authentlti original 
authority, authentes doer, perpetrator, 
master, f. autos AUTO- + -hentes (as in 
sunentes fellow-worker); see -Ic. Hence 
authe·nticate (see -ATE3), authenti·ciTY. 
XVII. 

author 5·p:u originator, inventor; com
poser of a book, etc. XIV (Wyclif, Ch.). 
ME. autour -AN. autour, OF. autor (mod. 
auteur)- L. auctorem (-or), f. auct-, augere 
increase, promote, originate (cf. AUGMENT). 
The latinized spellings auctour, auctor were 
usual xv-xvi; aucthor, authour, author ap
pear XVI, with the graphic variant th for t 
(cf. rethour for rhetor), which finally influ
enced the pronunc. Hence au·thorEss'. 
xv (earliest forms aucteuresse, auctorice, 
auctrice). So authoriTY 5po·rlti. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. autorite- (O)F. autorite 
- L. auctorittis. Hence autho·ritATIVE. 
XVII. au·thoriZE give authority to or for. 
XIV (Wyclif, Gower). - (O)F.- medL. 

au·to1 short for AUTO-DA-FE. xvm. 
au·to 2 short for AUTOMOBILE, after F. XIX. 
auto- a·tou, 5ta· repr. comb. form of Gr 

autos self, meaning 'of or by oneself, inde
pendently, self-', used in the foil. and in 
others ult. based on Gr. camps., and in 
many scientific words: au:toBIO"GRAPHY. 
XIX (Southey). autoce·phalous. XIX. -Gr.; 
see CEPHALIC. autochthon 5to·kpan, 
-poun one sprung from the soil. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne); pl. aborigines. XVIII. 
- Gr. autokhthOn (khtMn earth); hence 
auto·chthonous. xrx. 

autocrat 5·t;Jkrret absolute ruler. XIX. 
-F. autocrate (a word of the French Revolu
tion)- Gr. autokrates, f. autos AUTo-+ 
krate-, krdtos power (cf. HARD). So auto
CRACY 5ta·kr;Jsi tindependent power XVII; 
absolute government XIX. - Gr. autokratela; 
in mod. use after autocrat. autocra·tiC. XIX. 

auto-da-fe 5:toudafei· sentence of the 
Inquisition, and (esp.) its execution. XVIII. 
-(through F.) Pg. auto-da-fe 'act (i.e. judi
cial sentence) of the faith' (the Sp. form is 
auto de fe); see ACT, FAITH. 

autograph 5·t;Jgraf author's own manu
script XVII or signature XVIII. -F. auto
graphe or L. autographum - Gr. autographon, 
sb. use of n. of autographos; see AUTO-, 
-GRAPH. Hence vb. XIX. 



AUTOMATON 

automaton 5t;J'm~t;m a thing viewed as 
self-acting. XVII. - L. automaton,-um.- Gr. 
automaton, sb. use of n. of automatos, f. autos 
AUTo-+ *m1Jtos, ppl. adj. f. base *men- think 
(cf. MIND, MENTAL). So automa·trc. XVIII. 
automA·TIO:<r. XX. 

automobile 5t;,mou·bil, 5:t;,mobi·l adj. 
self-propelling; sb. (chiefly U.S.) motor
car. 1887. -F. automobile adj. (1876); see 
AUTO-, MOBILE. 

autonomy 5t;,·n;Jmi right of self-govern
ment. XVII. - Gr. autonomfd, f. autonomos 
(f. autos AUTO--t-nomos law), whence auto·
nomous XIX; see -Y 3• 

autopsy 5·topsi post-mortem examination. 
XVII. -F. autopsie or modL. autopsia- Gr. 
autopsid, f. aut6ptes eye-witness; see AUTO-, 
OPTIC, -Y 3• 

autumn 5·tam third season of the year. 
XIV (autumpne, Ch.; rare before XVI). -OF. 
autompne (mod. automne), later directly 
- L. autumnus. (For the omission of final n 
cf. column, condemn, damn, hymn, limn, 
solemn.) So autu·mDAL1• XVII. - L. 
autumniilis. 

auxiliary 5gzi·Ijari affording help; sub
sidiary. XVII (Bacon; tauxiliar is earlier 
xv). - L. auxiliarius, f. auxilium help, f. 
base *aug- increase, AUGMENT, with s-exten
sion as in Gr. atixein, auxdnein; see -ARY. 

avadavat var. of AMADAVAT. 
avail avei·l be of service, profit, or advan

tage XIII (Cursor M.); refl. with of XVII. 
Native formation on tvail vb. (of equal date) 
-OF. vail-, tonic stem of valoir :- L. valere 
be strong or worth (cf. VALOUR); prob. on 
analogy of pairs like amount, mount. So 
avai·l sb. advantage xv; cf. AN. avail. 
Hence avai·lABLE tof advantage xv; at one's 
disposal XIX. 

avalanche re·vaHinf mass of descending or 
fallen snow. XVIII. -F. avalanche, of 
Roumansch origin (avalantze, vallantze), 
alteration, by blending with avaler descend, 
of Alpine F. dial. lavanche (cf. Pr. lavanca, 
It. valanga), of unkn. origin. tJ1 Occas. 
tvalanche (Smollett), t1;ollenge (xrx). 

avarice re·v;Jris inordinate desire for 
wealth. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. avarice 
- L. aviiritia, f. avdrus greedy, rei. to AVE, 
AVID, AUDACIOUS. So avariCIOUS revari•f;Js. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. avaricieux; preceded by 
tavarous (XIV-XVI) - OF. averos wealthy, 
f. aver possessions(:- L. habere have, hold), 
later assoc. with avare greedy, miser(ly). 

avast ava·st (naut.) stop! XVII. - Du. 
hou' vast, houd vast 'hold fast' (see HOLD', 
FAST1); the first syll. has been assim. to A-1• 

avatar revatii·J (Hindu myth.) descent of 
a deity in incarnate form XVIII ; manifesta
tion in human form, etc. XIX. - Skr. avatdra 
descent, f. dva off, away, down+ tar- pass 
over. 

avaunt ;Jv5·nt (arch.) begone! xv. -AN. 
avaunt, (O)F. avant before, onward :-Rom. 

AVERNUS 

abante, f. L. ab from, OFF + ante before 
(cf. ANTE-). 

ave ei·vi short for Ave Maria! Hail, Mary! 
XIII, partially anglicized Ave Mary XIV 
(Ch.); hail! welcome! farewell! XIV. As sb. 
xm (A. Riwle). - L. ave, taken as imper. 
sg. of avere be or fare well. 

avenge ave·nd3 take vengeance for. XIV. 
-OF. avengier, f. a- AD--j-vengier :- L. 
vindicdre VINDICATE. 

avens re·v;Jnz species of Geum. xv. -OF. 
avence = medL. avencia, of unkn. origin. 

aventurine ;,ve·ntjurin brownish glass 
interspersed with golden spangles, first 
made at l\llurano, near Venice; (min.) 
variety of quartz. XIX. -F. aventurine- It. 
avventurino, f. avventura chance; so called 
from its accidental discovery; see ADVEN
TURE, -INE1, 

avenue re·vanju approach; broad road
way. XVII. -F. avenue, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of avenir :- L. advenire approach, f. ad AD-+ 
ventre COME; cf. VENUE, 

aver :Jva·x tdeclare to be true XIV (Wyclif); 
justify, prove xv; assert as a fact XVI. - (O)F. 
averer (corr. to Pr. averar, It. avverare), f. 
a- AD-+ OF. veir, voir:- L. verus true (cf. 
VERITY, VERY). So ave·rMENT. xv. -AN., 
OF. aver(r)ement, 

average re·varid3 tcharge over and above 
the shipment freight (xv ?) ; loss to owners 
arising from damage at sea; incidence of 
such loss or its equitable distribution among 
interested parties XVI; (arithmetical mean 
obtained by) distribution of the aggregate 
irregularities of a series among all the mem
bers of the series XVIII. Earlier forms 
auerays, averi(d)ge- F. avarie (pl. -ies) 
damage to ship or cargo- It. avaria (first 
known from Genoa and Pisa) - Arab. 
'azvdriya damaged goods, pl. of 'awdr damage 
at sea, loss, f. 'dra mutilate; perh. the use 
of the F. pl. (cf. also 'avaris decay of wares, 
or merchandise, leakage of wines', Cotgr.) 
induced phonetic assoc. with -AGE (through 
-i(d)ge) and esp. with damage. The word 
has spread over most of Europe; cf. Pr. 
avarias expenses, Sp. averia, Du. (h)averij, 
G. havarie, haferei, Sw. haveri average, sea 
damage, Da. havari damage, break-down, 
Russ. avdriya. tJ1 Distinct from (hist.) 
average feudal service involving horse
transport (xv) - medL. averagium, f. OE. 
aferian (au-) supply with horse-transport, 
f. *afar, eafor nag. 

Avernus ;Jva·.tn:Js Lago Averno in Cam
pania, the poisonous effluvium from which 
was said to kill birds, whence the name was 
used by Virgil ('Aen.' VI 126) to denote the 
mouth of Hades, and so by modems for the 
infernal regions. XVI. L. (sc. lacus lake) 
-Gr. dornos (sc. limne) 'the birdless (lake)', 
f. a- A-4 -t-6rnis bird (see ERNE). 



AVERROISM 

Averroism ~everou·izm doctrine of a 
peripatetic sect embracing the tenet of the 
mortality of the individual soul. XVIII. f. 
Averr(h)oes, latinization of Ibn Rushd, name 
of an Arabian philosopher of Cordova 
(d. I225). 

averruncator ~e:varAJ]kei·t::u branch-lop
ping instrument (shears or knife-blade) 
mounted on a pole. XIX. f. averruncate 
(XVII) prop. avert, ward off, trans£. prune, 
weed, f. pp. stem of L. iiverrunciire (f. ii, 
AB- + verrunciire turn), which was falsely 
interpreted as f. ab+erunciire (f. e EX- + 
runciire weed) ; see -ATOR. (jJ Bailey (I 73 I) 
invented a supposedly correct aberuncate, 
perpetuated by J. 

averse ava·Js turned away (mentally). 
XVI. - L. iiversus, pp. of iivertere AVERT. So 
ave·rsroN. XVI. -F. or L. So avert 
ava·Jt turn away. xv. Partly- OF. avertir 
:-Rom. *avert!re, for L. iivertere (f. ii AB--1-
vertere turn); partly direct from L. 

Avesta see ZEND-AVESTA. 

aviary ei·viari large cage for keeping birds. 
XVI (Harrison). - L. aviiirium, f. avis bird 
(cf. AUGUR, AUSPICE); see -ARY1 3· 

aviation eiviei·Jan aerial navigation. XIX 
(r887). -F. aviation (I869), irreg. f. 
L. avis bird-1--ATIO~. So aviator ei·vieitaJ 
tflying-machine; pilot of an aeroplane. 
late XIX. -F. aviateur. Hence a·viate. 

avid ~e·vid greedy. XVIII. -F. avide or 
L. avidus, f. avere long for; see AVARICE, 
-m. Earlier (rare) tavidious xv, tavidous 
XVI. So avidiTY avi·diti. xv. -F. or L. 

avizandum, avis- ~eviz~e·ndam (Sc. law) 
consideration of a case out of court. XVII. 
- medL., n. gerund (sc. est; 'it is to be con
sidered') of aviziire, avisiire consider; see 
ADVISE. 

avocado ~evouka:dou fruit of Persea 
gratissima. XVII (avogato). - Sp. avocado 
advocate (whence F. avocat), substituted by 
popular perversion for Aztec ahuacatl 
testicle, more closely repr. by Sp. aguacate; 
further corrupted, through avigato, to 
alligator (pear) XVIII. 

avocation ~evokei·Jan tdistraction from 
an occupation; task to which one is called 
away; minor occupation XVII ; transf. to 
ordinary occupation XVIII. - L. iivocatio(n-), 
f. iivociire call away, f. ii AB- + vociire; see 
VOCATION. 

avocet, avoset ~e·voset wading bird 
Recurvirostra. XVIII. - F. avocette (Buffon) 
- It. avosetta, of unkn. origin. 

avoid avoi·d tempty; tmake void; twith
draw, retire XIV; leave alone, evade XVI. 
-AN. avoider = (with prefix-substitution) 
OF. esvuidier, evuider, f. es- Ex-+vuide 
empty, VOID. Hence avoi·dANCE. XIV. 

avoirdupois ~e:vaJdjupoi·z tmerchandise 
sold by weight; British system of weights. 

AWE 

XIV. ME. aver-, avoirdepeis, -pais (later 
often lzauer-, haber-)- OF. aveir de peis 
'goods of weight', i.e. aveir, avoir, ME. aver 
possession, estate(:- L. habere have), de of, 
peis, later pois (mod. poids) weight (see 
POISE). The substitution of meaningless 
du for de was established xvn. 

avouch avau·tf in various senses of voucH. 
XVI. - OF. avochier- L. advoctire ADVO
CATE vb. ; cf. next. 

avow avau· acknowledge, own. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. avouer (prop.) ac
knowledge as one's own, (hence) recognize 
as valid - L. advociire appeal to, invoke (see 
ADVOCATE). Hence avow·al. XVIII; see -AL 2• 

avulsion avA·lfan forcible separation or 
removal. XVII. - L. tivulsio(n-), f. tivuls-, 
iivellere, f. ii- AB--1-vellere pluck (cf. VELLI
CATE); see -SION. 

avuncular avA·I)kj11bJ pert. to an uncle. 
XIX. f. L. avunculus u~CLE-1--AR. 

await awei·t twatch for XIII (AncrR.); 
wait upon; wait for XIV (Gower). -AN. 
awaitier = OF. aguaitier, f. a- AD--1-waitier 
(mod. guetter) WAIT. 

awake awei·k be roused from sleep OE.; 
rouse from sleep XIll, OE. str. pt. onwoc, 
dwoc, pp. iiwacen; wk. pt. iiwacode; see 
WAKE1• Hence awa·ke adj. XIII; clipped 
form of pp. awaken. So awa·ken cease to 
sleep OE. ; rouse from sleep XVI. OE. on
wrecnan, iiwrecnan, iiwrecnian; see WAKEN. 

award aw5•Jd tdecide, determine XIV 
(Gower); determine upon, assign judicially, 
adjudge XVI. -AN. awarder, var. of ONF. 
eswarder, OF. esguarder consider, ordain = 
Pr., Pg. esguardar, It. sguardare :-Rom. 
*exwardiire, f. L. ex EX-1 -I- *wardiire WARD 2• 

So awa·rd sb. XIV (Ch.). -AN. award, 
f. the vb. 

aware awE<J'J ton one's guard; cognizant 
of. XIII. ME. azoar, for earlier iwar, OE. 
gewrer = OS. giwar (MDu. ghewiire), OHG. 
ga-, gizvar (G. gewahr); WGerm. formation 
f. *ga- Y--1- *war- WARE 2• 

awash aw<>· f flush with or washed by 
waves, washing about. XIX. f. A-1 -1-WASH. 

away awei· Late OE. aweg, for earlier 
onweg, orig. two words, 'on (the or one's) 
way', (hence) 'from such-and-such place'; 
out of existence XII; see ON, A-1, WAY. In 
ME. (xm) and mod. dial. reduced to way 
(e.g. in phr. tdo way 'put away', have done!) ; 
cf. MHG. emvec (for in wee), whence G. weg 
away, used as an adv. and as a separable 
prefix (e.g. wegtun remove; tut die hiinde 
weg! hands off!). 

awe 5 dread. XIII. ME. a)e- ON. agi :
o~>agon, f. Germ. *ag- :- IE. *agh-, repr. by 
Gr. dkhesthai be grieved, Olr. -iigor (in 
adiigor, etc.) fear, Goth. agis fear, unagands 
fearless, afagjan frighten off. The Scand. 
word displaced the native eie, e)e, OE. ege 
:- *agiz), first in the north and east, and 
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AWHILE 

finally elsewhere. Hence awe vb. XIV, 
awFuL' 5·fgJ XIII, awfully 5·bli XIV. awe
struck 5·strAk. xvn (Milton). 

awhile GM.ai·l for a time. OE. line hwile, 
ME. one hwile, obi. case of A and WHILE, 
reduced to a while and finally written as 
one word. XIV. (j[ Awhile is often by con
fusion written for a while, as after awhile. 

awkward 5·kwG.Id tadv. in the wrong 
direction, with a back stroke XIV; adj. 
tfroward XV; tuntoward; clumsy or un
gainly XVI; embarrassing, difficult xvm. 
orig. north. and Sc. ; f. tawh perverse, 
untoward (-ON. ajugr, pjugr turned the 
wrong way, back foremost)+-wARD. The 
ON. word is rei. to OS. aoich, aooch, OHG. 
apuh, apah (MHG. ebech, ebich, G. dial. 
iibich), f. *ao OFF, away. 

awl 51 small tool for piercing holes. OE. 
ml = OHG. ala (MHG. ale, G. ahle), ON. 
alr, of unascertained origin; on the analogy 
of small (OE. smml), the present sp. would 
be all, which was current XVI-XVII ; au- and 
aw- sps. are found as early as XVI; in Exodus 
xxi 6 A.V. has aule. Cf. DRADAWL. (j[ To be 
distinguished from OE. ihvel, owel, *ti!wel, 
giving ME. owe[, eawel flesh-hook. 

awn 5n 'beard' of grain. XIV. -ON. agn-, 
obi. stem of pgn (Sw. agn, Da. avn), corr. 
to late OE. mgnan (pl.), also egenu husk, 
chaff (whence dial. ain, ane), NFris. ein, 
OHG. agana (MHG. agene, agne, ane, G. 
ahne), Goth. ahana chaff; cf. OL. agna 
(:- *acna) ear of corn, Gr. dkhne chaff, and, 
with other suffixes, Gr. dkhuron, Lith. 
ahuotas awn; all based on IE. *ah- be sharp 
or pointed (cf. ACUTE). 

awning 5·nil) roof-like shelter (prop. 
naut.). XVII (Capt. John Smith of Virginia). 
Of unkn. origin. 

awry Grai· obliquely, askew. XIV. Late :viE. 
on wry (Barbour), awrie, -y (Ch., Gower), 
f. on, a A-1+WRY. 

axe, U.S. ax ::eks hewing implement. OE. 
rex (eax), mces = OS. akus (Du. aaks), 
OHG. achus (MHG. aches, mod. axt), 
OFris. a:¥:a, ON. ox (obi. ex-), Goth. aqizi :
CGerm. *akwisjo, *akusjo, repr. IE. 
*agzvesi, *akusi; cf. also Gr. axine axe, L. 
ascia (:- *acsia) plane, trowel, hoe, pick. 

axil ::e·ksil (bot.) upper angle between 
leaf and stem or branch and trunk. XVIII. 
- modL. use of L. axilla arm-pit, dim. of 
*acsla, ala wing. So a·xillAR, a·xiliARY. 
XVII; after F. axillaire. 

axiology ::eksi;>·lad3i (philos.) value theory. 
xx. f. Gr. axia+-LOGY. 

axiom ::e·ksiam universally accepted pro
position. xv (Caxton). - F. axiome or L. 
axioma - Gr. axioma that which is thought 
fitting, decision, self-evident principle 
(Aristotle), f. axiozln hold worthy, f. dxios 
worthy. Hence axiomA·TI<) xvm, -A·TICAL, 
-a·tically XVI. 
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AZEDARAC 

axis' ::e·ksis pl. axes ::e·ksiz straight line 
about which a thing revolves or is symme
tricallv arranged. XIV (Trev.).- L. axis axle, 
pivot, axis of the earth, rei. to Skr. dkshas, 
Gr. dxon, OS!. osi, Lith. aszls, and OE. eax, 
rex axle (cf. taxtreexm-xvn) = OFris. axe, 
MLG., MDu. asse (Du. as), OHG. ahsa 
(G. achse) :-Germ. *axso fern.; cf. AXLE. 

axis 2 re·ksis hog-deer of India. xvnr. 
Named by Buffon; a use of L. axis, re
corded by Pliny as the name of an Indian 
quadruped. 

axle ::e·ksl bar on the ends of which oppo
site carriage-wheels revolve XVII; but 
earlier (first in Cursor M. xm) in a·xle
TREE -ON. pxultre, f. pxull :- *axsulaz, 
f. *axso, ult. replacing the native ax-tree; 
see AXIS1). 

axolotl re·ksobtl batrachian reptile of 
Mexico. XVIII. Nahuatl, f. atl water, xolotl 
servant. 

axunge ::e·ksAnd3 fat of the kidney. XVI. 
-F. taxunge (mod. axonge)- L. axungia 
axle-tree grease, f. axis axle, Axrs'+ung- of 
ungere grease, ANOINT. 

ay1 ei ever. XII. ME. ai, ei (agg, Orm) 
-ON. ei, ey = OE. a (ME. a, 6, oo), OS. eo, 
OHG. eo, io (MHG. ie, G. je), Goth. aiw; 
ace. of aiws age, eternity :- CGerm. *aiwaz, 
rei. to L. mvum age, Gr. ael, aiFei ever, 
air6n lEON. 

ay2 ei ah! alas! XIV (ey). (dial.) natural 
excl. of surprise, sorrow, or pity; ay me (xvr) 
is prob. modelled on OF. aimi or It. ahime, 
Sp. ay de mi. 

ayah a·ja Hindu nurse. XVIII. - Indo-Pg. 
aia, fern. of aio ( = Sp. ayo, It. ajo tutor). 

aye ai yes. xvr (c. 1575). In earliest use 
spelt I (XVI-XVIII), later ai, ay, and ey; aye 
not common before XIX. prob. the pron. I 
used as a formula of assent in answer to 
a question; cf. OE. nic 'not 1', used as a 
negative answer, whence the vb. niclan 
deny, ME. niche, freq. in phr. niche (with) 
nay; also the use of OF. je I, as in oje, for 
o je 'that (say) 1', yes, beside na!je no. 

aye-aye ai·ai quadrumanous squirrel-like 
animal. XVIII. - F. aye-aye- Malagasy aiay. 

azalea Gzei·!iG flowering shrubby plant 
allied to the rhododendron. XVIII. - modL. 
azalea (Linnreus)- Gr. azalea, sb. use of 
fern. of azaleas dry (cf. ARID, ASH 2), so called 
because it flourishes in dry soil. 

azarole re·zaroul Neapolitan medlar. xvrr. 
-F. azerole (tazarole)- Sp. acerola (cf. It. 
azzeruolo, lazzeruolo) -Arab. az-zu'rur, i.e. 
al-zu'rur (AL- 2). 

azedarac aze·dar::ek E. Indian tree, Melia 
Azedarach XVIII ; bark of this XIX. - F. 
az.!darac- Sp. acedaraque -· Arab. aztid
dirakht, i.e. Pers. azad free, dirahht tree; 
said to be so named because Medjnoun, the 
lover of Leila, saved a specimen from 



AZIMUTH 

the gardener's axe because of the resem
blance he saw in it to his beloved. 

azimuth re·zilllAp arc extending from 
zenith to horizon. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
azimut, corr. to It. azzimutto, Pg. azimuth 
-Arab. assumiit. i.e. al AL- 2, sumiit, pl. of 
samt way, direction, point of the compass 
(see ZENITH). 

azote re·zout (chem.) nitrogen. -F. azote 
(Lavoisier and de Morveau, I787), im
properly f. Gr. a- A- 4+zoe' life (cf. BIO-, 
QUICK) ; so called from its inability to sup
port life. In comb. form shortened to azo
re·zou, e.g. azo-compound, azo-yellow. 

BACHELOR 

Aztec re·ztek Indian of the Nahuatlan tribe; 
their language. XVIII. -F. Azteque or Sp. 
Azteca - Nahuatl aztecatl 'north- men', 
f. aztlan north, the Mexican tradition being 
that the Nahuatl-speaking peoples came 
from the north. 

azure re·3a.I, ei·3a.1, -3ua tlapis lazuli; 
bright or clear blue colour. XIV (Ch.J. ME. 
asur(e), azur(e), azer- OF. asur, (also mod.) 
azur, carr. to Pr., OSp., Rum. azur, Sp., Pg. 
azul, It. azzurro, azzuolo- medL. azzurum, 
azolum- Arab. allazward, f. (with al AL- 2) 

Pers. liizhward, liijward LAPIS LAZULI, blue. 
q The word has become CEur. (with or 
without initial!). 

B 
baa bii bleat. XVI. mit. q G. biih, L. be, 

Gr. be, and vbs. L. baliire, beliire (F. beler, 
etc.), W. beichio, Skr. bekati. 

baas bas (S. Africa) master. XVII. Du.; 
see BOSS 2• 

babacoote bre· bakut largest species of 
lemur. XIX. -Malagasy babakoto. 

babble bre·bl chatter, prattle XIII (AncrR.); 
utter indistinct sounds XIV. prob. - MLG. 
(Du.) babbelen (whence Sw. babbla, Da. 
bable), if not a parallel native imit. forma
tion; cf. F. babiller prattle, L. babulus fool; 
see -LE 2

• 

babe beib XIV; contemp. and synon. with 
BABY; also (dial.) bab XIV. 

babel bei·bl Name in Gen. xi 9 of the city 
and tower where the confusion of languages 
is related to have taken place; He b. babel 
Babylon (perh. for Ass. biibilu gate of God, 
or babili gate of the gods, tr. Akkadian 
Cadimira); (hence) city of confusion XVI; 
confusion, confused noise XVII. 

babiana brebia·na, -ei·na S. African iris. 
XIX. - modL. - Du. babianer, f. baviaan 
(earlier babiaen) baboon; so called because 
the stems are fed upon by baboons. 

babiroussa biibiru·sa Asiatic wild hog. 
XVII. Malay, f. biibi hog+riisa deer. 

baboo, babu bii·bu Mr., Esq.; Hindu 
gentleman. XVIII. Hind. (-Hindi) biibii. 

baboon babu·n tgrotesque figure; one of 
a subdivision of monkeys. XIV. ME. 
baboyne, babewyn(e)- OF. babuin gaping 
figure, manikin, baboon (mod. babouin) or 
medL. babewynus (cf. It. babbuino, Sp. 
babuino). These forms have been plausibly 
connected with (O)F. baboue muzzle, 
grimace, but there are difficulties of chrono
logy; some recognize a base *bah- grimace, 
which may be the common source. 

babouche babu·J Oriental slipper. XVII. 
-F. babouche = It. babuccia, Sp. babucha 
-Arab. biibiish- Pers. piiposh, f. pii FOOT+ 
posh covering. 

baby bei·bi infant in arms XIV; tdoll XVI. 
Babe and baby appear about the same time 
and are pro b. both derivs. of a redupl. form 
*baba ( cf. ME. tbaban XIII and later 
tbabbon XVI) similar to MAMA, PAPA. Also 
ba·bby (XVI), which, like bah, is first 
recorded from the north. See -Y6• 

baccalaureate brebl5·riat bachelor's 
status or degree in a university. XVII. -F. 
baccalaureat or medL. baccalaureiitus, f. 
baccalaureus BACHELOR; see -ATE1 • 

baccara(t) bre·kara gambling card game. 
XIX. - F., of unkn. origin. 

bacchanal bre·bnal pert. to Bacchus 
XVI ; riotously drunken XVIII. - L. bac
chiiniilis, f. Bacchus, Gr. Bdkkhos god of 
wine; cf. F. bacchanal. So Bacchanalia 
brekanei·lia n. pl. festival in honour of 
Bacchus, drunken revelry. XVI; see -AL1• 

Hence bacchana·lrAN XVI. Bacchante 
bakre·nti female votary of Bacchus. XVII; 
formerly Ba·cchANT- F. Bacchante ( = It. 
Baccante)- L. Bacchantem, -tins, prp. of 
bacchiiri- Gr. Bakkhan celebrate the feast 
of Bacchus. Ba·cchic. XVII. - F. or L. 
-Gr. bacchius brekai·as (pros.) foot v-

or-- v. XVI. L.- Gr. bakkhefos frenzied. 

bachelor bre·tJal::J.I young knight XIII ; 
university graduate (PPI., Ch.); unmarried 
man (Ch.) XIV. ME. bacheler- OF. bacheler 
young man aspiring to knighthood= Pr. 
bacalar, It. baccalaro squire :- Rom. *bacca
liiris (It. baccelliere, Sp. bachiller, Pg. 
bacharel are from F.). The ult. source and 
connexions are doubtful. q There is close 
formal correspondence to medL. baccaliiria 
area of plough-land, baccaliirius labourer on 
an estate (which have been plausibly derived 
from bacca, late form of L. vacca cow), but 
the sense-development offers serious diffi
culties. A proposed deriv. from a Celtic 
*bakaliikos in Oir. bachlach shepherd, 
peasant (f. bachall staff- L. baculum) is 
equally unsatisfactory. The later Eng. sp. 
bachelour, bachelor has been infl. by the 
suffixes -ouR1, -oR1 ; cf. ancestor. In the 
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BACILLUS 

academic use the medL. form was bacca
larius, later altered by assoc. (perhaps joe.) 
with bacca lauri (laurel berry) to baccalaureus 
(see BACCALAUREATE). 

bacillus b:Jsi·l:Js rod-shaped vegetable 
organism. XIX. mod. use of late L., dim. 
of baculus rod, stick. Cf. earlier BACTERIUM. 

back1 brek hinder surface. OE. bao,c = 
OFris. bek, OS. bak, (M)LG., MDu. bak, 
OHG. bah, ON. bak :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*'bakam; not surviving in Du. (exc. in 
comps.), German, or the Scand. langs. (see 
RIDGE). Hence back vb. XIV; adj. XV, with 
super!. ba·ckMOST xvm. backside. XIV; 
pro b. Scand.; cf. Sw. baksida, Norw. bakside. 

back2 adv. to the back XIV; aphetic of ABACK. 
back-bite bre·kbait detract from the 
character of. XII. - MSw. bakbita, f. bak 
BAcK+bita BITE. (MSw. has also bakbitari 
back·biter, bakbitilse detraction.) 

back-formation brekf5.Imei·J:Jn formation 
of a word from a longer word which has the 
appearance of being derived from it, e.g. 
edit from editor. XIX (J. A. H. Murray). 
Hence G. riickbildung. 

backgammon bre·kgrem:Jn game played 
with draughtsmen on two tables, the moves 
being determined by throws of the dice. 
XVII. f. BACK 2+an earlier form of GAME1 

(see GA!\IMON 2) ; the origin of the name is 
obscure; it may have been first applied to 
a particular kind of victory in the game. 

backward bre·kw;ud towards the back or 
rear. XIII. Aphetic of tabackward (La:J.), 
f. ABACK+·WARD. Cf. OFris. bekward. 

bacon bei•k:Jn cured flesh of the pig. XII 
(an bacun, glossing i jlicce a flitch). -OF. 
bacon, -un = Pr. bacon- Frankish bako 
ham, flitch= OHG. bahko :-Germ. *'bak
kon, rei. to *'bakam BACK1• 

bacterium brekti:J•ri:Jm rod-shaped vege
table organism. XIX. - modL. - Gr. bak
drion, dim. of bdktron stick, staff. Cf. 
BACILLUS. 

bad bred )( good; first applied to worthless 
or contemptible persons. XIII (RGlouc.). 
ME. badde (z syll.), perh. repr. OE. breddel 
hermaphrodite (cf. btedling sodomite), with 
loss of l as in much(e), wench(e), for OE. 
mycel, wencel; there have been other, more 
dubious conjectures. Formerly (xiv-xvm) 
and still dial. compared badder, baddest. 

badge bred3 distinctive device or emblem. 
XIV. In AN. bage (XIV), OF. (xv), AL. bagia 
(cf. Eng. bagy xv; Sc. bawgy, badgie, bagie 
XVI); of unkn. origin. 

badger bre·d3:J.I quadruped, Meles taxus, 
which burrows and lives in earths. XVI 
(also bageard XVI, badgerd XVI-XVII). perh. 
f. IIADGE+·ARD, with allusion to the white 
mark on the animal's forehead (but badge 
is not recorded in this sense). Identity in 
form with (dial.) badger middleman, huck-

BAGGAGE 

ster (xv) has suggested that the latter was 
the original and that the animal was so 
named because it hoards corn (which it 
does not), a supposed analogy being found 
in F. blaireau badger, which was derived 
from bte corn, but may be f. OF. bler (pro b.) 
spotted with white. CJf Earlier names were 
bauson, brock, and gray. 

badinage bre·dinii3 banter. XVII. F., 
f. badiner 'play the foole, or Vice .. trifle it 
in any way' (Cotgr.), f. badin - modPr. 
badin fool, f. hadar :- Rom. *'batare gape; 
see -AGE. 

badmash, budmash bredmii · J rascal. XIX. 
urdu- Pers., f. bad evil+ma'dsh means of 
livelihood. 

badminton bre·dmint;m ball-game played 
with nets, rackets, and shuttlecock. XIX. 
Name of the Duke of Beaufort's country 
seat, in Gloucestershire. 

bael, bel bel Bengal quince. XVII. - Hindi 
bel, Marathi bail:- Skr. bilvas, vilvas. 

baffle bre·fl A. tdisgrace (spec. a perjured 
knight; cf. Spenser 'F.Q.' VI vii 27) XVI; 
B. thoodwink XVI ; tconfound; foil the 
plans of XVII. The earliest exx. in A refer 
to Sc. usage and suggest alteration of Sc. 
bauchle (xv) disgrace, of unkn. origin. In B 
we have perh. a word of different origin rei. 
in some way to F. bafouer (XVI) 'to hood
winke ; to deceiue ; to besmeare ; also to 
baffle, abuse, reuile, disgrace' (Cotgr.), 
which is held to be an alteration of OF. 
heifer ( = Sp. befar, It. beffare mock); cf. 
also F. tbeifier (Rabelais) mock, deceive. 

baffy badi kind of golf-club. XIX. f. Sc. 
baff sb. stroke or vb. strike (of imit. origin; 
cf. G. baff, Du. baffen)+-Y1• 

bag breg small receptacle of the sack kind. 
XIII (AncrR.). The locality of the earliest 
exx. (from AncrR., PPI., Promp. Parv.) is 
consistent with a Scand. origin, but it is not 
certain that ON. baggi is a native word; 
similar forms are found in Rom., OF. hague, 
Pr. bagua baggage (whence medL. baga 
sack, chest), but the source of these is not 
known, nor their relation to \VFlem. bagge 
pannier carried on the back. Hence ba·g
PIPE. XIV (Ch.); pro b. tr. LG. sakpipe, 
Du. tsack-, zakpijpe. 

bagatelle breg:Jtd A. trifle XVII ; B. table 
ball-game XIX. -F. - It. bagatella, dim. 
of (dial.) bagata little property, prob. f. baga 
(see BAG, BAGGAGE); formerly in anglicized 
form bagatel(l) in sense A. Sense B is 
purely Eng. in origin and use. 

baggage bre·gid3 portable property (orig. 
in packages), impedimenta xv; trubbish, 
refuse; worthless woman XVI (Sh.); (saucy, 
silly, flighty) young woman xvn. - (O)F. 
bagage (= Pr. bagatge, Sp. bagage), f. baguer 
tie up, or f. bagues (pl.) bundles, packs; see 
BAG and -AGE. The sense of 'rubbish, 
refuse', which is found in Sp. bag age, leads 
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BAGNIO 

to that of 'worthless woman', for which 
there is no need to assume infl. from F. 
bagasse. 

bagnio bre·njou tTurkish bath; Oriental 
prison; brothel. XVI. - It. bagno ;- L. 
balneum (whence also F. bain, Sp. baiio). 

bah bii int. XIX; after F. bah. A synon. but 
independent form baw occurs in PPI. (XIV); 
baw in Goldsmith 'Goodnatured Man' IV ii 
may, however, repr. F. bah (cf. baugh, baw 
for F. blit, in bawman BATMAN 2). 

bahadur b;}h5·d;}.I great personage. XVIII. 
(Hind. -Nepali)- Pers. bahiidur brave, 
warlike, sb. soldier, knight (f. bahii price, 
value), whence Russ. bogatyr' hero, valiant 
knight. 

baignoire bei·nwii.r box on a level with 
stalls in a theatre. XIX. F., prop. bathing
vessel, f. baigner ;- L. balnedre bathe, f. 
balneum (cf. BAGNIO); so called from its 
shape. 

bail1 beil tcharge, custody XIV; ttem
porary release from custody ; security for 
such release xv; person(s) providing such 
security XVI. - OF. bail power, custody, 
jurisdiction, delivery (in modF. lease), f. 
baillier take charge of, receive, hand over, 
deliver = Pr. bailar :- L. biijuliire bear a 
burden, (later) manage, rule, be guardian, 
f. biijulus carrier. The chronology of the 
sense-development is uncertain. Hence 
bail vb. admit to bail, be bail for. XVI. 

bail2 beil (cricket) orig. single cross-piece 
of wood resting on two stumps. XVIII. 
prob. of local origin and identical with 
(dial.) bail (recorded early once XVI, but 
prob. much older), having the gen. sense 
of 'bar', perh.- OF. bail cross-beam, pos
sibly from a trans£. use of L. biijulus (see 
prec.). q An earlier synon. cricket-bar 
(Littleton's Latin Diet. s.v. vibia, 1678) had 
prob. no currency, like cricket-staffe for the 
bat (Cotgr. s.v. crosse, 16I I). 

bail3 sec BALE2
• 

bailey bei·li external wall of a precinct, 
circuit of defences. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. 
bail(l)y, var. baiZe, prob.- OF. bail, bailie, 
enclosed court (whence medL. ballium, 
ballia ), f. bailler enclose, of unkn. origin. 
The Old Bailey (medL. Vetus Ballium) in 
London is so called from the ancient 'bailey' 
of the city wall between Lud Gate and New 
Gate, within which it was situated. 

bailie bei-li (now only) municipal magi
strate in Scotland. XIII. ME. bail(l)i- OF. 
bailli, later form of baillis (nom.), bailij (see 
next). Hence bailiwick bei·liwik juris
diction or office of a bailiff xv; see WICK2• 

bailiff bei·lif public administrator of a dis
trict; sheriff's officer XIII; landholder's stew
ard XVI. ME. baillij- OF. baillij, obi. case 
of baillis (mod. bailli) :- medL. "'biijulivus 
(ballivus), adj. deriv. of L. biijulus carrier, 
(hence) manager, administrator (cf. BAIL1). 

BALAS 

bain-marie b£mari· vessel containing hot 
water for heating saucepans. XIX. F., tr. 
rnedL. balneum Mari<e, tr. medGr. kdminos 
l'vlariiis furnace of Maria, an alleged Jewish 
alchemist. Also rare tbalne Mary (XVII) 
from L., and earlier in semi-anglicizations, 
as in balneo of Mary (xv), the common usage 
from XVI to XVIII being the full L. form, or 
the simple balneum. 

bairn be;}m, bern child. XVI. Sc. form 
of ME. barn (as airm, wairn of arm, warn), 
repr. OE. bearn = OS., OHG., ON., Goth. 
barn:- CGerm. "'barnam, f. *bar-, var. of 
stem of *beran BEAR2• 

bait beit A. set on dogs ; harass persistently 
XIII (beJJtenn, Orm); B. provide provender 
for; C. furnish with bait XIII (Cursor M.). 
-ON. beita pasture, hunt or chase with dogs 
or hawks, deal (badly) with ( = OE. bretan 
bridle, restrain, hunt, worry, OHG. bei:;en, 
G. beizen soak, corrode, hawk), causal of bita 
BITE ; this origin applies to senses A and B ; 
C is prob. f. bait sb., which is partly (i) in 
the sense 'enticing morsel' (XIII)- ON. beit 
pasture, beita bait for fish, and partly (ii) in 
the sense of 'provender' (XVI), f. the vb. (B). 

baize beiz coarse woollen stuff. XVI (baies). 
- F. baies fern. pl., sb. use of bai reddish
brown, BAY5 ; so named presumably from 
its orig. colour. The pl. form was early 
taken as a sg. ; the sp. with z was not estab
lished before XIX. 

bake beik cook by dry heat. OE. bacan, 
pt. boc, pp. bacen str. vb. = OHG. bachan, 
ON. baka, f. Germ. *bak- :-IE. *bhog-, 
whence Gr. ph6gein roast, parch. Weak 
inflexions (baked) began to appear before 
I400, and were established by XVI ; boke pt. 
survives dial., and baken is the more freq. 
form of the pp. in A V. ; ME. bake pp. re
mained in tbake-meat pastry, pie (Ch., Sh., 
AV.). 

bakelite bei·kalait synthetic resin used as 
a plastic. XX. -G. bakelit (I909), f. name 
of L. H. Baekeland, its inventor; see -ITE. 

baksheesh bre·kJiJ gratuity. XVII (bac(s)
cheese), XVIII (buxie, bac-shish, etc.). ult. 
- Pers. bakhshish, f. baknshidan give, chiefly 
through Arabic, Turk., or Hind. Cf. 
BUCKSHEE. 

balalaika brel;:,lai·ka gmtar-like instru
ment. XVIII. Russ., of Tatar origin. 

balance bre·l;:,ns tuncertainty, doubt, risk 
XIII (RGlouc.); weighing-scales XIV; adjust
ment of accounts XVI ; sum remaining over 
xvn (remainder in gen. sense first Amer. 
XVIII). - (O)F. balance = Pr., Cat. balansa, 
It. bilancia, Sp. balanza :-Rom. *bilancia, 
f. late L. bilanc-, bilanx (in libra bilanx 
balance having two scales), f. bi- BI-+lanx 
scale. So ba·lance vb. XVI. - (O)F. 
balancer, f. balance. 

balas bre·l;:,s variety of spinel ruby. xv. 
- (O)F. balais ( = Pr. balais, Sp. balax, It. 
balascio)- rnedL. balascus, -cius, f. Arab. 



BALBRIGGAN 

balakhsh, f. Pers. Badakhshiin, name of a 
district of Persia near Sarnarcand, where it 
is found. Cf. G. ballasrubin. 

balbriggan brelbri·gan epithet of a make 
of hose. XIX. Name of a seaport in co. 
Dublin, Ireland. 

balcony bre·lbni balustraded platform on 
the outside of a house. xvn (balcone). 
-It. balcane (whence also F. balcan, Sp. 
balc6n, etc.), prob. f. Germ. *balkan beam, 
BALK, with augrn. suffix; but the transf. of 
meaning is not clear, while the proposed 
deriv. from Pers. biiliikhiineh (f. biilii high, 
khiineh house) is not satisfactory phono
logically. Regularly str. balco•ny till early 
XIX, as in Cowper 'John Gilpin' 142, Byron 
'Beppo' xi (r. w. Giorgione); Swift in 'Torn 
Clinch' has ba·lconies, but Samuel Rogers 
(d. rSss) says: "' c6ntemplate" is bad 
enough, but "balcony" makes me sick'. 

bald b5ld hairless; bare. XIV. ME. bal
led( e), MSc. bellyde, held, bellit hairless, 
having a white blaze, prob. an OE. forma
tion (*bmllede, "beallede) with suffix -ede 
(as in healede ruptured, hoferede hunch
backed) on a base *ball- meaning orig. 
'white patch' (cf. dial. ball white-faced 
horse, and bald white-faced), perh. de
veloped from 'shiny round surface'. (For 
a parallel sense-association cf. MDu. blaer 
bald, Du. blaar white patch on the forehead, 
MHG. blas bald, blasse white patch, Gr. 
phdlios white, phalakr6s bald-headed.) Cf. 
also PIEBALD, SKEWBALD, and ballard (XIV) 
bald, which survives as a surname. Among 
the earlier exx. of bald is balled cote bald
coot, the coot Fulica atra, glossing OF. 
blarye. 

baldac(c)hino breldaki·nou canopy for an 
altar, throne, etc. XVII (baldaquino, Evelyn). 
-It. baldacchino, f. (with suffix -ina -INE1) 

Baldacco, It. form of Bagdad name of a city 
on the Tigris, in Asia Minor, place of origin 
of the embroidered stufl:' or rich brocade of 
which canopies were made. The It. word 
was formerly used also for the stuff, in 
which sense it is the source of OF. baldekin, 
baudequin, whence ME. baudekin (XIII/XIV), 
later baldakin (XVI); the It. word has passed 
into most Eur. langs. 

balderdash b5·lda.rdref tfroth XVI (Nashe); 
trnixture of drinks XVII (Chapman) ; non
sense, trash spoken or written XVII (Marvell). 
Of unkn. origin; cf. rnedL. balductum 
posset, -a pl. curd, used in Eng. for 'balder
dash', 'trashy' XVI (Holinshed, Stanyhurst, 
Harvey). (Various continental forms f. 
balder- expressing loud noise or clatter are 
not relevant in sense). 

baldric b5·ldrik belt worn pendent from 
one shoulder under the opposite arm. XIII 
(baudry, bauderyk; forms with l from xvi). 
The earliest ex. ('King Alisaunder' 4698 
r. w. amy) is- OF. baudrei; the later forms 
corr. to early MHG balderich, of obscure 

BALL 

origin, which has been doubtfully referred 
to L. balteus BELT. 

bale1 beil evil, mischief, woe. (Almost 
entirely poet.) OE. baltt (bealu) = OFris., 
OS. balu, OHG. halo, ON. h{Jl :- CGerrn. 
*balwam, n. of adj. *balwaz (OE. balu evil, 
wicked), repr. also in Goth. balwawesei 
wickedness, balwjan torment, balweins 
punishment ; the base has been connected 
with OS!. bolil sick person, boll!ti be sick, 
grieve. The OE. word was reinforced in 
ME. by ON. hal-, bpl. Hence ba·leful 
OE. baluful (see -FUL1); until XIX chiefly 
poet., and still only literary. 

bale2 beil bundle, package. XIV. prob. 
- MDu. bale (Du. baal) - OF. bale (later 
and mod. balle) = Pr., Sp. bala, It. balla, 
rnedL. bal(l)a ball, rolled or rounded 
package; ult. identical with BALL 1• 

bale3 beil lade out. XIII. Later sp. of bail 
(xvn), f. tbail sb. vessel for lading water 
(xv)- OF. bailie bucket, prob. :-Rom. 
*bajula, fern. f. L. biijulus BAIL 1 • 

baleen b~ll·n whalebone. XIV (balene, 
-eyne, -ayne). -OF. baleine whale (so in 
ME.):- L. ballmna. 

balefire bei·lfai~.r (arch.) great fire. XIV. 
In Sc. use XIV-XVII and revived by Scott for 
'beacon fire'. f. north. bale large fire, bon
fire- ON. bdl = OE. brei (also breljyr), 
which has been referred to a base meaning 
'white', 'shining' and so connected with 
BALD. 

balibuntal b::elib.\·nt~l fine straw for hats. 
xx. Short for Baliuag buntal, buntal 
originating from Baliuag in Bulacan, 
Philippine Islands. 

balk b5k (in billiards baulk) A. ridge, esp. 
between furrows OE. ; ridge in the way, 
obstacle, hindrance XVI; B. beam of timber 
XIII (Cursor M.). Late OE. bale- ON. bdlkr 
partition :- *balkuz, rei. to OFris. balca, 
OS., OHG. balco (Du. balk, G. balken), 
ON. bjdlki :-Germ. *balkon, *belkon beam, 
another grade of which may be repr. by OE. 
bolca gangway of a ship. IE. *bhalg- is 
referred by some to the *bhalyg- of PHALANX, 
by others to the base of L. su.ffliimen 
(:- *subflagmen) wheel-drag. Hence balk, 
usu. baulk vb. A. tplough in ridges xrv 
(Gower); B. tpass by or over, avoid; 
stop at an obstacle xv; C. hinder, frustrate 
XVI. 

balP b51 round body; (earliest use) globu
lar body to play with. XIII (La3.). ME. hal, 
inflected balle, balles- ON. ball-, h{JllT (OSw. 
baUer, Sw. bdll) :-Germ. *balluz, rei. to 
*ballon (whence OHG. balla, MHG. balle, 
the source of It. palla, whence prob. F. 
balle); the base is repr. also by OE. bealluc 
BALLOCK. 

ball• b51 assembly for dancing. XVII. 
- (O)F. hal dance ( = Pr. hal, It. ballo 
dancing), f. tbaler, tballer dance ( = Pr. 



BALLAD 

balar, It. ballare) -late L. balltire- Gr. 
(Sicily and Magna Grrecia) ballizein dance. 

ballad bre•l;Jd song; narrative poem in 
short stanzas. xv (in Sc. forms ballat, ballet). 
(O)F. ballade- Pr. balada dance, song or 
poem to dance to, f. balar dance; see BALL2• 

ballade brela·d specific verse-form. XIV 
(Ch.). Early (and modF.) form of BALLAD 
differentiated in application. 

ballast bre·l;~st material placed in a ship's 
hold to give stability. XVI. A word now 
common to countries of the northern sea
boards of Europe from England to Russia; 
in early XVI Eng. prob. directly from LG. 
(where it appears a. r4oo), but possibly from 
Scand. (a. 1400), in OSw. and ODa. ballast, 
also barlast, which last has been assumed 
to be the orig. form and derived from 
(i) bar 'bare', mere, or (ii) barm hull (of a 
ship) + last burden. (In XVI-XVII also 
ballace, -asse, -esse, as if ballast vb. were 
analysed as ballass-t--ed; cf. 'The Shipes 
were balissed with great coble stone', 
Leland I538.) 

ballerina breleri·n;~ female ballet dancer. 
XVIII. -It., fern. of ballerina dancing-master, 
f. ballare (see BALL 2) ; see - INE1• 

ballet bre·lei combined performance of 
professional dancers. XVII (balette, ballat). 
- F. ballet - It. balletto, dim. of ballo BALL 2 • 

ballista b;Jli·st;J, also balista ancient 
missile engine. XVI (earlier anglicized balist 
XIV). L., f. (ult.) Gr. bdllein throw. Hence 
balli·strc pert. to projectiles. xvm (sb. 
-res). 

hallock (dial.) bre·l;Jk, bo·l- testicle. OE. 
*balluc (beal/uc), dim. f. Germ. *ball- BALL1 ; 

see -OCI<. 

balloon b;Jlii·n ball, ball-game xvr; lighter
than-air round or pear-shaped air-vessel 
XVIII. - F. ballon or It. ballone, augm. of 
balta BALL1 ; see -OON. 

ballot bre·l;Jt (hist.) ball, ticket, etc. used 
in secret voting ; method of such voting, 
orig. by dropping a ball into a box. XVI (the 
earliest exx. refer to Venice). - It. ballotta, 
dim. of balla BALL1• So vb. XVI. -It. 
ballottare. 

bally bre·li. xrx. (sl.) euphem. alteration of 
BLOODY, perh. suggested by the writing 
bl-y. 

ballyhoo brelihfr (U.S.) publicity; blarney, 
humbug. XIX. Said to be orig. the name 
of a Central Amer. wood, of which some 
schooners were made that were failures, and 
hence applied to badly rigged vessels. 

ballyrag var. of BULLYRAG. 

balm bam aromatic resinous product of 
certain trees XIII ; (gen.) aromatic oil or 
ointment XIII ; healing or soothing agency 
xv. ME. basme, bame, later baume- OF. 
basme, bame, later refash. after L. to bausme, 
baume = Pr. basme, It. balsamo :- L. balsa-

BAN 

mum BALSAM. Further assim. to L. produced 
balsme, baulme, whence (from xv) balm; for 
the mod. pronunc. cf. calm, palm, psalm. 
Hence balmy ba·mi. xv; see -Y1• 

ba·lm-cri:cket cicada. XVIII. Earlier 
baum-cricket, partial tr. of G. baumgrille 
'tree-cricket', altered after BALM. 

balmy var. of BARMY. 

balsam b5·ls;Jm in senses of balm xv; 
plant of the genus Impatiens XVIII. - L. 
balsamum- Gr. bdlsamon; perh. of Semitic 
origin (cf. Arab. balastin). Taken into many 
Eur. langs.: e.g. OE. balsam, -zam, -zama 
or -e, OHG. balsamo (MHG., G. balsam), 
MDu. balseme, Oicel. balsamr, Goth. balsan; 
for the Rom. forms see BALM. 

baltimore b5·ltim5;J.r ~- Amer. bird of 
the starling family. XVIII. f. name of Lord 
Baltimore, governor of Maryland (d. r647). 
('The Baltimore Bird hath its Name from 
being of the same Colour with Lord Balti
more's Coat of Arms', Phil. Trans. XXVI 

432.) 
baluster bre·l;Jst;J.I one of a series of short 

moulded shafts supporting a coping or rail. 
XVII. - F. balustre- It. balaustro, ult. f. L. 
balaustium - Gr. balaustion blossom of the 
wild pomegranate, one feature of the pillar 
or column resembling the double-curving 
calyx tube of this. See BANISTER. balus
trADE brel;~strei·d. XVII. -F. balustrade, 
after It. balaustrata, Sp. balaustrada. 

bambino brembi·nou image of the Infant 
Jesus. XVIII. It., dim. of bambo silly, f. base 
"'bamb- as in late L. bambalo stammerer, Gr. 
bambainein, bambalizein stammer. 

bamboo brembii· giant grass, Bambusa. 
XVI (bambus, -as, -ous). In early forms- Du. 
bamboes (whence G. bambus), modL. bam
busa, alteration, with unexpl. b- and -s, of 
Pg. (-Malay) mambu (also in Eng. use 
XVII-XVIII). Bamboo ( = F. bambou, Sp., 
Pg. bambu, It. bambz't) was deduced from 
bambos, which was taken as a pl. 

bamboozle brembii·zl hoax, humbug. 
XVIII (Cibber, 1703). Included by Swift in 
'Tatler' No. 230 among slang terms recently 
come into vogue; pro b. of cant origin; cf. 
Sc. bum-, bombaze perplex (xvn) and the 
contemp. short form bam (bamb). 

ban1 bren. In the earliest uses 'proclama
tion, summons to arms', 'body of vassals 
summoned' (xm), partly aphetic of ME. 
iban, OE. gebann (cf. OHG. pan, ban, 0~. 
bann), partly- OF. ban- Germ. *bann- of 
*bannan BAN°, whence late L. bannus, 
bannum ; in the sense 'proclamation of 
marriage' only pl. BANNS; the later senses 
'anathema, curse' and 'denunciation, pro
hibition' (xv) are prop. a separate word, f. 
BAN 2• 

ban 2 bren tsummon ; curse, denounce. 
OE. bannan, pt. !uionn, pp. bannen = OFris. 
banna, MLG., MDu. bannen, OHG. bannan, 



BAN 

ON. hanna;- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) "'bannan; 
IE. "'bh/i- is repr. also by Gr. phdnai speak, 
phdsis PHASE, L. jtiri speak, jtima FAME. 
The weak inflexion is recorded XIII. 

ban 3 bam governor of military district in 
Hungary, etc. XVII. - Pers. ban lord, 
master; brought to Europe by the Avars. 

banal bre·nal, bei·nal, banii·l pert. to all the 
tenants of a feudal jurisdiction XVIII ; open 
to all, (hence) commonplace XIX. - (O)F. 
banal (in mod. sense XVIII), f. ban BAN1 ; 
see -AL. 

banana b;mii·na (fruit of) the tree Musa 
sapientum, bearing finger-like berries. XVI. 
- Sp., Pg. banana (the fruit; the tree is 
banana), given by De Orta (1563) and 
Pigafetta (1591) as the native name in the 
Congo; referred by some to Arab. bantin 
fingers, banana finger or toe, but the co
incidence of form may be fortuitous. 

band1 hrend that with or by which a person 
or thin~ is bound. XIII (Orm). -ON. band 
= OFns., OS. band, OHG. bant (Du., G. 
band) ;- Germ. "'bandam, f. base "'band- of 
"'bindan BIND; superseded OE. bend BEND1 

in the sense 'fetter' and replaced mainly by 
BOND in the fig. sense 'restraint, binding 
agreement'. Now assoc. with BAND 2• 

band2 blend strip, stripe. xv. - (O)F. 
bande, earlier bende (cf. BEND1) = Pr., It., 
medL. benda- Germ. "'bend6n (OHG. 
binda), f. "'bendan, "'bindan BIND. 

band3 blend company xv; company of 
musicians xvn. - (O)F. bande = Pr., Sp., 
It., medL. banda, prob. of Germ. origin 
and assoc. with medL. banda scarf, bandum 
banner (cf. Goth. bandwa sign), also com
pany, crowd. The var. bende (-OF. bende) 
was in regular use from late xv to early XVII. 
Hence band vb. XVI. Cf. DISBAND. 

bandage ble·ndid3 strip of material for 
binding. XVI. -F. bandage, f. bande BAND1 ; 

see -AGE. 

bandalore blendal5a·.r toy containing a 
coiled spring, which caused it when thrown 
down to rise again to the hand. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. 

bandanna blendre·na coloured handker
chief with spots left white or yellow. XVIII 
(bandanna). prob. through Pg. bandana 
from Hind. (cf. bdndhnu mode of dyeing in 
which the cloth is tied in different places to 
prevent parts of it from receiving the dye). 

bandeau blendou· head- or hair-band. 
XVIII (also tbandore). -F. bandeau, OF. 
handel, dim. of bande BAND 2• 

banderole bre·ndaroul narrow flag, 
streamer. XVI (banaroll, bannerol, -all). 
-F. banderole, earlier banerolle- It. ban
deruola, dim. of bandiera BANNER. 

bandicoot bre·ndikut large Indian rat. 
xvm. corruption of Telugu pandikokku 
'pig-rat'. 

BANGLE 
bandit ble·ndit pl. bandits, banditti 

brendi·ti lawless marauder. XVI (Sh., 
Nashe). The earliest forms are bandito, pl. 
banditi, also bandetto, pl. -oes, bandittoes; 
sg. bandit (cf. F. bandit xvn), pl. bandits, 
banditti all date from XVII. ult. - It. bandito, 
pl. -iti, sb. use of pp. of bandire ban = 
medL. bannire proclaim, prescribe, BANISH. 
The later currency is largely due to litera
ture concerning organized gangs of marau
ders in southern Europe. The word has 
become CEur. 

bandog bre·nd;:>g chained dog; mastiff. 
XV (band dogge). f. BAND1 (fetter, chain)+ 
DOG; cf. tie-dog. 

bandoleer brendolia·.r broad belt worn 
over one shoulder and across the breast. 
XVI. - Du. bandelier, or its source F. ban
douliere, dial. bandrouliere, prob. f. banderole 
BANDEROLE; cf. It. bandoliera, Sp. banda/era. 

bandore blend5a· .I stringed lute-like in
strument. XVI (also bandora XVI-XVII; 
Gascoigne, 1563, has bandurion). immed. 
origin doubtful; the nearest forms are Du. 
bandoor, Sp. bandurria, It. pandora, -ura 
-late L. pandurium- Gr. pandoflra PAN
DORA. Cf. MANDOLIN, BANJO. 

bandy1 ble·ndi. XVI. Formerly (i) a special 
form of tennis, (ii) a stroke with a racket; 
later, the game ·of hockey, hockey-stick; 
obscurely rei. to next. 

bandy2 ble·ndi throw, toss; exchange 
(blows, etc.); tband together; tcontend. 
XVI. contemp. with synon. tband (xvr
XVIII); both may be- F. bander 'to bandie 
at Tennis', 'to bandy or oppose himself 
against' (Cotgr.), corr. to It. bandare 'to 
side or bandy' (Florio), and Sp. bandear 
'to bandy, follow a faction, •• to become 
factious' (Minsheu), perh. f. bande, banda 
side (BAND 3). If the immediate source is F., 
the extension of the stem by means of -y 
may be paralleled in ocCUPY, F. occuper. 

bandy3 ble·ndi curved inwards. XVII. 
perh. adj. use of bandy hockey-stick (see 
BANDY1). 

bane bein tmurderer; poison (surviving 
in names of poisonous plants, dogbane, 
fleabane, henbane, leopard's bane, ratsbane, 
wolf's bane); murder, destruction, ruin. 
OE. bana = OFris. bona, OS., OHG. bano, 
ON. bani (Sw., Da. bane death, murder) 
:-Germ. "'banon; cf. Goth. banja, ON., 
OE. ben ;- Germ. •banjo; the ulterior 
connexions are uncertain. 

bang breiJ sb., vb., int. xvr. imit.; perh. 
immed.- Scand. (cf. ON. bang hammering, 
banga hammer); LG. has bangen, bangeln 
beat. 

bang var. of BHANG. 

bangle bre·l)gl bracelet, anklet. XIX. 
- Hind. bangyi, bangri orig. coloured glass 
bracelet. 



DANIAN 

banian, banyan b::e·nj;m Hindu trader, 
esp. one from Guzerat settled in an Arabian 
port (the caste abstains from animal food, 
whence the nautical use of banian day for 
a meatless day) XVI; Indian fig-tree, Ficus 
indica xvn. - Pg. banian or Arab. banyan 
- Gujarati viil}iyo (pl. vii!ziyiin) man of the 
trading caste :- Skr. vii~zija merchant, The 
application of the name to the tree was first 
made by Europeans to an individual tree 
of the species growing near Gombroon on 
the Persian Gulf, under which the Hindu 
traders of the port had built a pagoda. 

banish b::e·nif compel to leave the country. 
XIV (Barbour, Ch. ; but earlier in comp. pp. 
forbannuste, after OF. forbannir). -OF. 
baniss-, lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) of banir 
(mod.! bannir) :- Rom. *bannire - Germ. 
"'bannjan, f. *bann- BAN1. Hence ba·nish
MENT. XV. 

banister b::e·nist;Jl (usu. pl.) posts and 
handrail( s) guarding the side of a staircase. 
XVII. Also bannister, later form of tbarrister 
(xvii), alteration of BALUSTER, partly by 
assoc. with BAR. (jJ Regarded as improper or 
vulgar by writers of the early XIX long after 
its acceptance in good usage. 

banjo b::e·nd3ou, b::end3ou· instrument 
of the guitar type with a resonating back of 
parchment. XVIII (banjer, -jore, earlier 
banshaw). -Negro slave pronunc. banjo·, 
banjo·re of BANDORE. Hence banjulele 
b::end3ulei·li XX, by conflation with ukulele. 

bank1 brel)k raised ridge XII (bannke, Orm); 
bordering slope xm. -ON. *banki (Oicel. 
bakki ridge, bank; ODa. banke; Sw. bache, 
Da. bakke hillock, ascent) :- GerJTI. *baukon, 
rei. to *baukiz BENCH. 

bank2 b::el)k tbench XIII; tier of oars XVII. 
- (O)F. bane bench ( = Pr. bane, Sp., It. 
banco), Rom. deriv. of Germ. *bauk- BANK\ 
BENCH. 

bank3 brel)k tcounter or shop of a money
changer xv; sum or stock of money (sur
viving in the bank of the gaming-table) XVI; 
establishment for the custody of money 
XVII. -F. banque, or its source It. banca, 
also banco = Pr. bane, banca, Sp. banco, 
banca, medL. bancus, banca- Germ. *bauk
(OHG., MHG. bane is both masc. and 
fern.); cf. BANK1 and 2• So ba·nker tmoney
changer, usurer XVI ; proprietor of a bank 
XVII. - (O)F. banquier (cf. It. banchiere, 
AL. banctirius), f. banque; see -ER2• 

bankrupt bre·l)kr;Jpt. XVI (banke rota, 
banque-, banckrou(p)t, -route). The orig. 
meaning 'bankruptcy' is found esp. in phr. 
tmake bankeroute ( = F. faire banqueroute, 
Du. een bankroet maken); like F. banqueroute, 
G. bankerott (earlier banca-, banckorotta), 
and Du. bankroet (earlier bamkeroet)- It. 
banca rotta lit. 'bench or table broken', said 
to be the sign of a money-changer's insol
vency. The forms in Eng. were infl.later by 
F. banqueroute, and further by L. ruptus 

BANTER 

broken, in medL. ruined, broken, or in
solvent man. See BANK 3, RUPTURE. The 
transference of the word from the action or 
state to the person is paralleled in Du. 
bankroet zijn, G. bankerott werden be bank
rupt. Hence as vb. XVI. bankruptcy 
bre·l)kr;Jptsi. c. 1700; preceded by tbank
rupting, t-ism, t-ship, tbankrupture. 

Banksian bre·l)ksi;}n XIX. f. name of Sir 
Joseph and Lady Banks, designating a 
Chinese species of climbing rose, and the 
Labrador pine, Pinus banksiana; see -IAN. 

banner b::e·n:ll royal, knightly, ecclesi
astical, etc., standard, ensign, or flag. XIII. 
-AN. banere, OF. baniere (mod. banniere) 
for *bandiere ( = Pr. bandieira, banieira, It. 
bandiera, Sp. bandera, Pg. bandeira) ;- Rom. 
*bandiiria, f. medL. bandum standard, f. 
Germ. base repr. in Goth. bandwa, bandw6 
sign; some Rom. forms are due to crossing 
with medL. bannum, bannire BAN1 and 2• 

banneret bre·n;}ret knight entitled to 
bring vassals into the field under his own 
banner ; order of knights extinct after I 6 r I. 
XIII. ME. baneret, f. OF. baneret, f. banere 
BANNER+-et ;- L. -titu-s -ATE 2

• 

bannock bre·n"k flat round cake. xv. 
OE. bannuc (recorded once); xv in north. 
Eng.; xvr in Sc. (whence prob. Gael. 
bannach, bonnach); perh. orig.- OBrit. word 
repr. by Bret. bannach, banne drop, bit, 
Cornish banna drop. 

banns b::enz proclamation (of marriage). 
XIV (bane, pl. banes, later baines, from XVI 
bann(e)s). pl. of BAN\ after medL. pl. banna. 

banquet bre·l)kwit (ceremonial) feast. 
xv. - (O)F. banquet (whence also G., Du. 
banket), dim. of bane bench (BANK 2

), corr. 
to It. banchetto, dim. of banco; the orig. 
application seems to have been to a slight 
meal taken on the domestic bench ( cf. the 
obs. Eng. senses 'slight repast between 
meals', 'course of sweetmeats or dessert'). 

banshee bre·nfi spirit whose wail portends 
death. xvm (benshi, ben-shie). - Ir. bean 
sidhe, Oir. ben side, i.e. ben woman (see 
QUEAN), side fairies. 

bant brent reduce by the Banting method. 
Back-formation from Banting (taken as vbl. 
sb.), name of a London cabinet-maker who 
published (r864) a method of reducing 
corpulence. 

bantam bre·nt::~m small variety of domestic 
fowl. XVIII. app. f. name of a district 
(Btinttin) of n.w. Java, but the fowls are 
not native there. 

banter b::e·nt;Jl ridicule good-humouredly; 
also sb. XVII (the vb. is used by Pepys, 
'Diary' 24 Dec. r667). Of unkn. origin; its 
introduction and vogue are referred to by 
Locke ('An Essay concerning Human 
Understanding' III ix § 7) and Swift ('Tale 
of a Tub, Apol.', and 'Tatler' No. 230). 
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BANTLING 

bantling bre·ntli!J young child, formerly 
with implication of 'bastard'. xvr. per h. 
corruptly- G. biinkling bastard (f. bank 
bench, BANK 2), lit. 'child begotten on a 
bench' (cf. BASTARD); see -L!NG1• 

Bantu bre·ntu designation of an extensive 
group of Negro languages of Africa south 
of the Equator. XIX. - pl. of Bantu muntu 
man, in which -ntu orig. signified 'object' 
or 'person'. 

banxring bre·IJksriiJ squirrel-like insecti
vorous animal. XIX. -Javanese bangsring. 

banzai brenzai·. xx. Jap. cheer, lit. 'ten 
thousand years'. 

baobab bii·obreb Ethiopian sour gourd. 
XVII. ace. to Prosper Alpinus (I592) an 
Ethiopian tree; pro b. the name is from 
some dialect of Central Africa. 

baptise, -ize breptai·z christen. XIII 
(RG!ouc.). - (O)F. baptiser- ecc!L. bapti
ziire- Gr. baptizein, f. bdptein dip; see -IZE. 
So baptism bre·ptism ceremony or rite of 
baptising. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. baptem(e) 
(in Sc. till XVII)- OF. ba(p)teme, -esme (now 
bapthne), semi-pop. - ecc!L. baptismus- Gr. 
baptism6s, f. baptizein; assim. later to the 
Gr.-L. form. Baptist bre·ptist name of 
John, forerunner of Jesus Christ; XII (seint 
iohan baptiste); - (O)F. baptiste- ecc!L. 
baptista- ecc!Gr. baptisds; see -ISM, -IST. 
One of a Protestant body known earlier as 
Anabaptists (per h. originating in the appella
tion 'Baptized Churches', etc.) XVII. bap
tistery bre·ptistri. XIII. - OF. baptisterie 
- ecc!L. baptisterium- ecc!Gr. baptisdrion, 
f. baptizein. 

bar bii.r A. rod; B. barrier. XII. - (O)F. 
barre = Pr., Sp., It. barra :-Rom. *barra, 
of unkn. origin. The earliest sense recorded 
in Eng. is 'rod of metal or wood for fastening 
a gate or the like'; the application to the 
barrier of courts of justice dates from XIV, 
to the bar of inns of court and the counter 
of an inn, etc. from XVI. So bar vb. XIII, 
cf. BARRISTER- (O)F. barrer, f. barre. 

barb1 bii.rb beard-like appendage, etc. ; 
recurved process (of arrow). XIV. (O)F. 
barbe :- L. barba BEARD. 

barb2 bii.rb Barbary horse and pigeon. 
XVII. -F. barbe- It. barbero of Barbary, 
a country of northern Africa (cf. BERBER). 

Barbado(e)s biiJbei·douz name of a Brit
ish island in the W. Indies, said to be f. 
Pg. las barbadas fern. pl. 'the bearded', 
epithet applied by the Portuguese to the 
Indian fig-trees growing there. 

barbaresque bii.rb;}re·sk pert. to Barbary; 
barbarous. XIX. -F. barbaresque- It. 
barbaresco, f. Barbaria (ult. f. Arab. Barber, 
BERBER), which was identified with L. 
barbaria, barbaries land of barbarians, MGr. 
barbarfii ( cf. next); see -ESQUE. 

barbaric bii.rbre·rik uncivilized xv (Cax
ton) ; not Greek or Roman, foreign XIX. 

BARD 

(Once as sb. in Wycl. Bible.) -F. barbarique 
or L. barbaricus - Gr. barbarik6s, f. bdrbaros 
foreign (esp. non-Greek-speaking), rude, 
pro b. orig. referring to unintelligible speech, 
rei. to Skr. barbaras stammering (cf. L. 
balbus). So barbariAN -be;}·ri;}n adj. and 
sb. xv (first in Sc.). - F. barbarien or L. 
*barbariiinus, extended forms (after chretien, 
christiiinus CHRISTIAN) of (O)F. barbare, 
L. barbarus- Gr. bdrbaros. ba·rbariSM. 
XVI. - (O)F. - L. -Gr. barbarous bii·.r
baras. xv. f. L. barbarus. Earlier are 
tbarbar adj. and sb. (XIV, Wycl. Bible), 
tbarbary barbarian nationality, etc. (xm). 
-OF. barbarie or L. barbaria, -ies land of 
barbarians, barbarity; see -Y3• 

barbecue bii•.Jbikju framework for sleep
ing on or roasting a carcass ; animal roasted 
whole ; entertainment at which animals are 
roasted whole, etc. XVII. - Sp. barbacoa 
- Haitian barbacoa framework of sticks set 
on posts. Also vb. (xvii), dry flesh, cook 
an animal whole, on a barbecue; var. 
barbecute (xvii), app. after F. babracot. 

barbed bii.rbd (arch.) caparisoned. XVI. 
Alteration of tbarded (XVI), f. BARD 2, after 
F. barde; see -ED. 

barbel bii-.rb;}l freshwater fish. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. barbel (mod. barbeau) :-late L. 
barbellus (cf. medL. barbulus), dim. of 
barbus barbel (It., Sp. barbo), f. barba 
BEARD; so named from the flesh filaments 
depending from its mouth. 

barber bii·.Iba.I hairdresser. XIII.- AN. bar
ber, barbour, OF. barbeor :- medL. barbii
t6rem, f. barba BEARD; see -ER1, -ER2• 

barberry bii·.rb;}ri (fruit of) shrub of the 
genus Berberis. xv (barbere, barbaryn). 
-OF. berberis, corr. to It. berberi, Sp. 
berberis, medL. barbaris; assim. early to 
BERRY. 

bar bette ba.rbe·t platform or mound within 
a fortification. XVIII. F., dim. of barbe 
beard; see -ETTE. 

barbican ba·.1bikren outer fortification. 
xm. - (O)F. barbacane = Pr., Sp. barba
cana, Pg. barbacifo, It. barbacane, medL. 
barbacana, of unkn. origin. 

barcarolle ba·.rkaroul Venetian boat-song. 
XVIII. -F. barcarole- Venetian It. barac
ruola, rei. to barcaruolo gondolier, f. barca 
BARQUE. 

bard1 bii.rd. XIV (Sc., as a personal designa
tion). - Gael., Ir. bard, W. bardd :- OCelt. 
*bardos (whence Gr. bdrdos, L. bardus). 
Until late XVI found only in Sc. writings or 
in forms repr. W. bardd, and applied to 
Celtic minstrel poets or strolling minstrels ; 
the application to poets gen. (xvn) is after 
Lucan, 'Pharsalia' I 449 ('Plurima securi 
fudistis carmina, bardi'). 

bard2 ba.rd horse armour. xv. - (O)F. 
barde, carr. to Pr., It., Pg. barda, Pr. 
aubarda, Sp., Pg. albarda used in various 
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BARE 

senses connected with the furniture of a 
horse- Arab. (al)barda'ah stuffed pack
saddle. Corruptly barb (xvi-xvn), whence 
BARBED. 

bare br::u uncovered. OE. brer = OFris., 
OS., (O)HG. bar, MDu. baer (Du. baar), 
ON. herr:- CGerm. (not in Goth.) *oazaz 
:- IE. *bhos6s (whence Lith. biisas, OS!. 
bosz'l barefoot); cf. Arm. bok naked (:
*bhosko-). 

barege barei·3 woollen fabric. XIX. F., 
f. Bareges, name of a village of Hautes
Pyrenees, France, the place of origin. 

bareserk var. of BERSERK. 

bargain bii·:rgin chaffering, etc. XIV. -OF. 
bargaignier trade, dispute, hesitate (mod. 
barguigner hesitate) = Pr. barganhar, It. 
bargagnare, medL. barcaniiire, pro b.- Germ. 
*borganjan, extended form of *borgan 
(OHG. borgen look after, in MHG., G. give 
or take on loan, borrow); but the vowel -a
of the first syll. is not explained. So ba·r
gain sb. XIV. -OF. bargaine, -ga(i)gne 
fern., bargaing m. (cf. Pr. barganha, barganh, 
It. bargagno, Pg. barganha). Sc. (from XIV to 
XVII) has the particular sense of 'struggle, 
fight' for vb. and sb. 

barge biild3 long heavy boat. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. barge, possibly :
medL. *barica, f. Gr. Mris Egyptian boat; 
cf. BARQUE. Hence bargee bii.rd3i• barge
man. XVII. f. BARGE+-EE2 (used irregularly). 

barilla b;;,ri-li;;, impure alkali. XVII. - Sp. 
barrilla, dim. of barra BAR. 

baritone bre·ritoun {mus.) male voice of 
a compass intermediate between tenor and 
bass; tdeep-toned instrument XVII; baritone 
singer; kind of saxhorn XIX. - It. baritono 
-Gr. bartitonos BARYTONE. Formerly also 
barytone; cf. F. baryton (xix). 

barium bE;;,·ri;;,m (chem.) metallic element. 
I 8o8 (H. Davy). f. BARYTA; see -IUM. 

bark1 biilk utter the sharp explosive cry 
characteristic of a dog. OE. beorcan, pt. 
*bearc, pp. borcen :- *berkan, perh. meta
thetic var. of Germ. *brekan BREAK (for the 
sense-development cf. L. jragor crackling 
noise, din, f. *frag- BREAK). Strong forms 
of the pt. survived till xv; str. pp. borken 
occurs once in Ch. Hence bark sb. XVI; 
preceded by OE. (ge)beorc, bercre, byrce, and 
ME. berk. 

bark2 balk outer rind of a tree. XIII. 
-ON. *barkuz, Oicel. bprkr (Sw., Da. 
bark), perh. rei. to BIRCH. The native word 
is RIND1• Hence bark vb. tan with bark. xv. 

bark3 see BARQUE. 
Barker's mill ba·.rb:rz mil mechanical 

contrivance for producing rotary motion. 
The alleged inventor, a Dr. Barker, is as
signed to XVII, but has not been identified. 

barley1 ba·.rli the cereal Hordeum sativum. 
OE. b<£rlic, of adj. form and so used in 

BAROMETZ 

b<£rlice croft field of barley, ME. barrliJ 
lafess (Orm) barley loaves; first as a sb. in 
'Peterborough Chronicle' an. I I24; f. OE. 
brere, here barley (cf. BARN)+-lic -LY1

; 

other Germ. forms are ON. barr barley, 
Goth. barizeins of barley. The IE. base 
*bhar- is widespread; cf. L. far,jarr- spelt, 
whence farina(:- *jarsinti) flour (cf. FARINA
CEOUS), OS!. braSCmo food, Russ. b6rosno 
rye flour. 

barley• bii·:rli (dial.) call for a truce :n 
games. XVI (? XIV). First recorded in Sc. 
barlafumill, unless barlay in 'Gawain and 
the Green Knight' 1. 296 is an instance; ot 
unkn. origin. It is per h. the first el. of 
barley-break (also Sc. breaks) XVI, a game 
resembling prisoner's base, and of Sc. 
tbarlacheis, -chois. 

barm1 ba:rm (dial.) bosom, lap. OE. harm 
(bearm) = OFris., OS., OHG. harm, ON. 
barmr, Goth. harms :- CGerm. *barmaz, 
f. *bar-, rei. to *beran BEAR2

• 

barm2 'ba.rm yeast. OE. beorma :-
*hermon, prob. orig. a CLG. word (cf. 
Fris. benne, harm, LG. harm, barme, borme), 
whence G. biirme, Sw. barma, Da. biirme; 
ult. rei. to L. fervere boil, fermentum FER
MENT. 

barmy ba·.rmi frothy xv; flighty, empty
headed, daft XVII. f. BARM 2 +-Y'. In the 
fig. sense also BALMY. 

barn ba·:rn building for storing grain. 
OE. bern, beren, earlier berern, f. here 
(BARLEY1)+ern, <£rn (= OFris. ern, ON. 
rann, Goth. razn) house, f. base *ras- of 
REST1• 

barnacle1 ba·ln;Jkl A. wild goose Anas 
leucopsis XII (Neckam); B. pedunculate 
cirriped XVI. orig. bernak, -ek(ke), corr. to 
medL. bernaca, -eca, the apparent source of 
F. bernaque, mod. Pr., Pg. bernaca, Sp. 
bemeca; barnacle dates from XV and is 
paralleled by F. barnacle, bernacle, tbernicle, 
but may be of independent origin: ult. 
source unkn. q The two meanings depend 
upon an early belief that the goose was 
generated from a shellfish, which ace. to 
some accounts grew on a tree. 

barnacle" ba·m;;,kl bit for horse, etc. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); pl. spectacles XVI. 
ME. bernacle, barnackle, alteration of AN. 
bernac (also in Eng. glossaries xv), of unkn. 
origin; perh. after OF. bernicles (Joinville) 
Saracen instrument of torture. The sense 
'spectacles' may perh. be due to assocn. 
with another word; cf. F. besicles, formerly 
bericles. 

barometer b;Jro·mit;;,.r instrument for 
measuring atmospheric pressure. XVII 
(Boyle). f. Gr. bdros weight+metron 
measure (-METER). Hence barometriC 
brerl>me·trik XIX, -me·triCAL XVII. So 
ba·roGRAPH XIX, tba·roSCOPE XVII. 

barometz bre·r;;~mets woolly fern, Cibo
tium barometz, called also Scythian Lamb. 
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BARON 

XVII (bonarets, boraneth, boranez). -Russ. 
bardnets, dim. of bardn ram. 

baron ba:·r~n (hist.) man holding from the 
king or other superior; one of the lowest 
grade of nobility XII; judge of the exchequer 
XIV. -AN. barun, (O)F. baron, ace. of ber = 
Pr. bar, ace. baron (whence Sp. baron, It. 
barone), Sp. varon, Pg. variio man :- medL. 
baro, -iinem man, male, warrior, in the sense 
'mercenary' fantastically derived by Isidore 
from Gr. barus 'gravis', and identified by 
scholiasts and others with L. biirii simpleton, 
dunce (Cicero, etc.), but of unkn. origin. 
The sense 'undivided double sirloin of 
beef' (XVIII) is prob. a joe. elaboration of 
Sir Loin XVII (see SIRLOIN). So ba·ronAGE 
body of barons. XIII. ME. barnage- OF. 
barnage, medL. bariiniigium. ba·roness. xv 
(barnesse). -OF. baronesse, barronnesse (AL. 
baronissa); see -Ess1• ba·roDET tlesser 
baron (sometimes synon. with BANNERET) 
XIV ; man of the rank below baron, instituted 
r6u. - AL. bariinettus. ba·ronRY xv, 
ba·rony XIII domain or rank of a baron. 
-OF. baronie, AL. baronia (xn); see -Y 3• 

baroque, barrok b~ro·k, -ou·k whimsi
cal, odd XVIII ; spec. of (i) irregular pearls, 
(ii) a florid style of Renaissance architecture 
XIX. - F. baroque (in earliest use of pearls) 
- Pg. barroco, Sp. barrueco, of unkn. origin; 
as applied to architecture (orig. that of 
Francesco Borromini) - It. barroco. 

barouche b~rii·J four-wheeled carriage. 
xrx. -G. dial. barutsche- It. baroccio (Sp. 
barrocho), for *biroccio 'two-wheeled' -late 
L. *birotium (birodium), f. L. birotus, f. 
bi- BI-+rota wheel (see ROTATION). 

barque, bark ba.rk small sailing-vessel 
xv; boat XVI; three-masted vessel XVII. 
- (O)F. barque, pro b. - Pr. barca :- late L. 
barca (so Sp., It.), of which a collateral 
form *barica may be repr. by BARGE. The 
sp. barque is now regular in techn. use. 

barquentine bii·.rbntin small barque. 
XVII. f. BARQUE, after BRIGANTINE. 

barrack1 ba:·r~k soldiers' quarters. XVII 
(barraque). -F. baraque- It. baracca or 
Sp. barraca soldier's tent, of unkn. origin. 

barrack2 ba:·r~k banter, chaff. Also vb. 
XIX. Alteration of native (New South 
Wales) borak (phr. to poke borak). 

barrage ba·rid3, ba:·rid3, ba:·rii3 bar in 
a watercourse XIX ; curtain of artillery fire 
xx. -F. barrage, f. barrer BAR. 

barrator ba:·mt5.r tfraudulent dealer; 
tfighter; mover of litigation. XIV. - AN. 
baratour, OF. barateor cheat, trickster, f. 
barater ( = Pr., OSp., Pg. baratar, It. barat
tare) :- Rom. *prattiire exchange, cheat
Gr. prdttein do, perform, manage, practise 
(sometimes dishonestly); the deriv. OF. 
barat, barate (whence ME. barat, baret 
deception, trouble, distress, strife) corr. to 
Pr. barat, It. baratto, etc.; ON. bardtta 
contest, fighting (from Rom.) perh. infiu-

BARROW 
enced the ME. word. So ba ·rratRY purchase 
of preferment or office xv; fraud or criminal 
negligence by a ship's master XVII. -OF. 
bar(a)terie = Pr. barataria, baratteria. 

barrel ba:·r~l A. cask XIV; B. applied to 
various cylindrical objects XVI. - (O)F. 
baril = Pr. baril, It. barite (medL. barriclus, 
barillus, barile); plausibly taken by Diez to 
be a deriv. of barra BAR. t]! W. baril, Gael. 
baraill, etc. are from Eng. 

barren ba:·r;,n incapable of offspring. 
XIII (barain). -AN. (fern.) barai(g)ne, OF. 
barhaine, brahai(g)ne, brehai(g)ne (mod. 
brehaigne), of unkn. origin. 

barricade ba:rikei·d hastily constructed 
obstruction to stop an enemy. XVII. Earlier 
barricado (XVI)- F. barricade (whence Sp. 
barricada, It. barricata), f. barrique- Sp. 
barrica cask, f. stem of barril BARREL ; the 
first barricades in Paris (la jourm!e des barri
cades rs88) were composed of barrels filled 
with earth, paving-stones, etc. Hence 
barrica·de vb. XVI, after F. barricader. See 
-ADE, -ADO. 

barrier ba:·ri~.r fence barring passage. 
XIV (barere). -AN. barrere, (O)F. barriere 
= Pr., It. barriera, Sp. barrera :-Rom. 
*barriiria, col!. deriv. of barra BAR; see -IER. 
The sp. was later conformed to that of 
Continental French. 

barring ba·ritJ excepting. xv. prep. use 
of prp. of BAR vb. exclude, except; see -ING 2• 

barrister ba:·rist;,.r lawyer practising as an 
advocate in courts of law. XVI (Act 2 Hen. 
VIII c. 13 s. 3). Earliest form barrester, 
obscurely f. BAR, perh. after tlegister lawyer, 
or minister. t]! A student of the law when 
admitted a barrister is technically 'called to 
the bar', which orig. had reference to the bar 
or barrier separating the seats of benchers 
or readers from the rest of the hall, and to 
which students were 'called' from the body 
of the hall to take part in moots. 

barrow1 ba:·rou tmountain; grave-mound. 
OE. beorg = OFris., OS., OHG. (Du., G.) 
berg:- Germ. *bergaz (cf. ON. berg, bjarg 
n. rock, precipice, Goth. bairgahei hill 
country); IE. "'bhergh- is repr. also by 
OS!. bregu overhanging bank, Av. barilzan
height, Arm. berj; for another var. of the 
base see BOROUGH. In gen. literary use obs. 
before 1400; survived locally, in the north 
as bargh, in the west and south as barrow, 
whence the use of the latter by archa:o
logists, being generalized from the barrows 
of Salisbury Plain, etc. 

barrow2 ba:·rou castrated boar. OE. barg 
(bearg) = OFris., MDu. barch (Du. barg), 
OHG. barug, bare (G. dial. barch), ON. 
bQrgr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) "'barguz or 
*bargwaz; not known outside Germ. 

barrow8 ba:·rou frame on which a load 
can be carried, in early use including bier 
and stretcher, later restricted to wheel
barrow (xrv) and handbarrow (xv). OE. 



BARRY 

bearwe :- "'barwiin, f. "'bar- "'ber- BEAR2 • Cf. 
EFris. barve; MHG. rade-ber(e) hand
barrow :- "'barjii; a!Bo ON. fern. pl. barar 
handbarrow, stretcher, funeral bier, and 
BIER. 

barry ba·ri (her.) divided by bars of 
colours laid alternately. xv. -F. barre 
barred, striped, f. barre BAR. So ba·rrule, 
ba·rruly bre·rjl1li. XVI; see -Y5• 

barsac bii•Jsrek white wine manufactured 
at Barsac, Gironde, France. XIX. 

barter bii•Jt;J.I give in exchange for an 
equivalent. xv. Form and meaning suggest 
deriv. from OF. barater (see BARRATOR), but 
connecting links are wanting. 

bartizan bii:Jtizren battlemented parapet. 
1801 (Scott).. orig. pseudo-arch. use of Sc. 
var. (bartisane) of BRATTICING. 

baryta b~Jrai·t;J (chem.) monoxide of 
barium. XIX. f. BARYTES, with final a after 
soda, etc. 

barytes b;}rai-tiz (chem.) native sulphate 
of barium. xvm. f. Gr. bartis heavy, after 
mineral names in -ites; named in ref. to its 
great weight. 

barytone bre ritoun (Gr. gram.) not having 
the acute accent on the last syllable. XIX. 
-Gr. bartitonos, f. bartis heavy, (of sound) 
deep )( oxtis (cf. OXYTONE), rei. to L. gravis 
GRAVE 8+t6nos TONE. Cf. BARITONE. 

basalt bre·s5lt, -alt hard trap-rock. XVIII 
(earlier in L. form). - L. basaltes, in MSS. 
and editions of Pliny's 'Natural History' 
var. of basanites- Gr. basanites (sc. lithos 
stone), f. bdsanos touchstone. 

basan, bazan bre·z;)n bark-tanned sheep
skin. XVIII. - (O)F. basane - Pr. bazana 
- Sp. badana (cf. medL. bedana)- Arab. 
bitiinah lining, f. batiina be hidden. 

bascule bre·skjiil apparatus on the lever 
principle. XVII. -F. bascule, earlier bacule 
see-saw, f. stem of battre beat + cul pos
teriors. 

base1 beis bottom, foundation. XIV. 
- (O)F. base or L. basis; see BASIS. Hence 
basAL1 bei·s;}l, ba·s1c XIX; cf. F. basal, 
basique. Hence ba·seball (BALL1) national 
field-game of the U.S.A. XIX; the base is 
the term for each of four stations at the 
angles of the square called the diamond. 

base2 beis the game of 'prisoner's base'. 
xv. pro b. for bars (bars), pl. of BAR; cf. 
'Bace ... barri' (Prom~. Parv.). Cf. BASS1• 

base8 beis of low quality or status. XIV. 
- (O)F. bas, fern. basse = Pr. bas, It. basso 
:- medL. bassu-s, bassa (expl. by Isidore as 
'thick, fat', by Papias as 'short, low'), found 
in classical times as a cognomen. Hence 
ba·seBoRN xv1; cf. low-born, ME. loh iboren 
(x111). 

basement bei-sm;Jnt foundation, funda
mental structure ; lowest storey below 
ground level. XVIII. prob. - Du. tbasement 

BASKET 

foundation (Kilian), in WF!em. bazement, 
perh.- It. basamento base of a column, etc., 
f. basare, f. base BASE1 ; see -MENT and cf. 
(O)F. soubassement. 

bash bref strike heavily. xvn. ult. imit., 
perh. a blend of bang and ending of dash, 
smash, etc. 

bashaw b;}J5· early form of PASHA. 
bashful bre·Jfi11 shy. XVI (Udall). f. fbash 

aphetic of ABASH + -FUL1 ; for a similar 
formation on a vb. stem cf. mournful (xv1). 

bashi-bazouk bre:Jib;}zii·k mercenary ir
regular Turkish soldier. XIX. -Turk. 
biishi biizuk 'wrong-headed' (bash head, 
biizuk turned). 

basil bre·zil aromatic plant Ocymum. xv 
(Caxton). -OF. basile- medL. basilicum 
-Gr. basilikon, n. of adj. 'royal'. 

basilar bre·sila.I pert. to the base. XVI. 
- modL. basiliiris, irreg. f. basis BASE1• 

basilica bnj·likd church built on the 
model of a royal palace, oblong with colon
nades and an apse. XVI. - L.- Gr. basiliki, 
sb. use of fern. of basilikos royal, f. basileus 
king. 

basilisk bre·zilisk, bre·s- fabulous reptile, 
cockatrice XIV ; large cannon XVI. - L. 
basiliscus- Gr. basiliskos, dim. of basiletis 
king; ace. to Pliny, the name is due to a 
crown-like spot on the reptile's head. In 
the sense of 'cannon' the Sp. form basilisco 
was also used. 

basin bei-s'n hollow circular vessel XIII; 
deep depression XVIII. ME. ba(s)cin, also 
-ine- OF. bacin (mod. bassin) = Pr., Sp. 
bacin, It. bacino :- medL. "'bac(c)hinu-s (cf. 
bacchinon wooden vessel, Gregory of Tours, 
VI), f. bacca 'vas aquarium' (Isidore), perh. 
of Gaulish origin. 

basinet bre·sinet, basnet bre·snit small 
headpiece of armour. XIV. -OF. bacinet, 
dim. of bacin BASIN; see -ET. 

basis bei·sis foundation, support. XIV (Trev.). 
- L. basis- Gr. bdsis stepping, step, pedestal, 
BASE1 :- IE. "'gw1[ltis (whence also G. kunft 
coming), f. "'gw1[l- COME. 

basistan brezistii:n, bezesteen bezisti·n 
clothes-market. XVI. - Turk. - Pers. bazzii
zistiin, f. Arab. bassaz clothes-dealer (f. bazz, 
Turk. bez clothing)+ -istiin place. 

bask bask A. tbathe (esp. in blood) XIV; 
B. expose to the heat of the sun, etc. XVI 
(Sh.); intr. for refl. XVII (Cowley, Dryden). 
In A mainly in eastern writers (Gower, 
Lydg., Skelton); of doubtful origin, but usu. 
referred to ON. "'baiJask (later baiJast), refl. 
of baiJa BATHE. Cf. BUSK1• 

basket ba·skit vessel of wicker-work with 
a handle. XIII. In AL. as baskettum (xm
xv), in AN. and OF. as basket (gloss on 
Neckam XIII, 'Roman d'Alexandre', MS. 
Bod!. 264, an. 1338), of unkn. origin. It 
has been referred to L. bascauda (Juvenal, 
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Martial), said by Martial to be British (but 
no OCeltic forms are extant, and the mod. 
forms are from Eng.) and expl. by Papias as 
'washing-tub', 'brazen vessel'; but bascauda 
was repr. by OF. baschoe, from which basche 
was a back-formation. 

Basque bask member of a race inhabiting 
the slopes of the western Pyrenees ; their 
language. XIX. -F. Basque- L. Vasco (in 
pl. Vascones, Juvenal, Pliny), which has 
also given Gascon. The Basques' name for 
themselves is Eskualdunak. 

bas-relief basrilH carving in low relief. 
XVII. Earlier basse relieve- It. basso rilievo 
(basso rilje·vo); altered later after F. bas
relief. 

bass1 b:;es fish of the perch family. XVII. 
Late ME. (xv) alteration of (dial.) barse, 
OE. bwrs (bears) = MDu., MHG. bars 
(Du. baars, G. barsch), f. *bars-, rei. to 
*bors- (whence OHG. burst, OE. byrst 
bristle); cf. (dial.) bace, base (xv), and DACE. 

bass 2 b:;es inner bark; fibre. XVII. Altera
tion of BAST by suppression of t, as in bast 
mat, bast tree. 

bass• beis deep-sounding; (mus.) of the 
lowest part. xv. orig. identical in form and 
still in pronunc. with BASE 3 ; from XVI assim. 
in form to It. BASSO. 

bass' bres. XIX. Name of manufacturers 
of the ale and beer so designated, Messrs. 
Bass & Co. of Burton-on-Trent. 

basset b:;e·sit short-legged breed of dog. 
XVII. - F. basset, f. bas low, BASE 3 ; see -ET. 

basset-hom bre·sith5.:cn tenor clarinet. 
XIX. -G., partial tr. of F. cor de bassette 
- It. corno di bassetto (bassetto dim. of BASSO 
BAss3). 

bassinette bresine·t baby's cradle with 
hood at one end. XIX. Earlier sp. bassinet, 
identical in form with F. bassinet (see 
BASINET), which is applied to various basin
shaped objects; in its later sp. bassinette 
inti. by spurious F. berceaunette (in Eng. use 
c. x86o-7o), alteration of F. bercelonnette 
(bar-) after berceau cradle. 

basso bre·sou (mus.) bass. XIX. It.; see BASE3• 

bassoon b;~sii·n, b;~zii·n bass instrument of 
the oboe family. XVIII. -F. basson, augm. 
f. bas BASS 3 ; see -oo:-:r. 

bast brest inner bark of the lime. OE. 
brest, corr. to (M)Du., (O)HG., ON. bast :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *bastaz, -am, of 
unkn. origin. 

bastard ba·st;~.:cd illegitimate child. xm. 
- OF. bastard (mod. bdtard) = Pr. bastard, 
It., Sp., Pg. bastardo :- medL., Rom. 
bastardus, commonly held to be f. bastum 
BAT 3+-ardus -ARD, which appears to be 
confirmed by OF. fils de bas(t) 'pack
saddle son' (mule-drivers and others using 
the pack-saddle for a pillow), whence ME. 
bast bastardy, bastard (also in phr. tabast 

BAT 

ibore borne in bastardy, tsone abast bastard 
son); cf. the origin of such synons. as OF. 
coitrart (f. coite QUILT), G. bankert, f. (bank 
bench), biinkling (see BANTLING), LG. 
mantelkind 'mantle child', OX hrisungr (f. 
hris brushwood). As a term of legal status 
bastardus was applied to the acknowledged 
son of a prince or nobleman not born of 
the lawful wife; cf. William the Bastard, a 
title of William the Conqueror. (The Rom. 
word passed into all the Continental Germ. 
langs.) Hence ba·stardize xvr. ba·stardRY 
xv, the regular Sc. form for ba·stardy xv 
(cf. AN. bastardie xm); see -IZE, -v•. 

baste1 heist sew loosely. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
bastir = Pr. bastir build, prepare, equip, com
pose, Sp. bastir, It. bastire build - Germ. 
*bastjan (cf. OHG. bestenlace, sew), f. *bastaz 
BAST, the orig. sense being 'put together (as) 
with bast', hence 'construct, build'. For the 
sense cf. Sp. bastear, embastar, It. imbastire. 
A Sc. var. bais (xvi) survives as beass. 

baste• heist pour fat over (roasting meat), 
xv (pp. tbaast, Sc. inf. bais). prob. orig. 
base, the past inflexions being later incor
porated as part of the stem. Two F. vbs. in 
this sense are given by Du Guez (ISJO), 
bastir 'to cast butter upon rost', and basser 
'to bast the roste', but these are not corro
borated ; cf. 'bastyng of meate, bastiment, 
baysting of clothe, bastiment' (Palsgr. 1530). 
The vb. meaning 'beat' (xvi) is prob. 
identical with this ; for a similar transference 
of sense cf. anoint, and G. schmieren (i) 
anoint, (ii) thrash. 

bastille bresti'l bastion, fortress. XIV. 
- (O)F. bastille, prob. refash. of OF. bastide 
(Cotgr. has a mixed form, bastilde)- Pr. 
bastida, sb. use of fern. pp. of bastir build 
(cf. BASTE1). 

bastinado brestina:dou beating with a 
stick (esp. on the soles of the feet). XVI. 
- Sp. bastonada ( = It. bastonata, OF. 
bastonnee), f. baston stick, BATON; see -ADO. 
The sp. has varied, -tan- and -ton- being 
formerly frequent. 

bastion bre·stian projecting part of a 
fortification. XVI. - F. bastion, earlier 
bastillon, f. bastille (see above); cf. It. 
bastione, held by some to be the source of 
the F. word. 

bat1 b:;et A. club, stout stick OE. ; B. lump 
(as in brickbat) XIV. Late OE. batt 'clava' 
(whence Ir., Gael. bat, bata staff, cudgel); 
some uses may be due to (O)F. batte (f. 
battre beat); the source of sense B is entirely 
obscure and it may belong to a different 
word. Hence, or directly- (O)F. battre, 
bat vb. strike xv ; in the sense 'wink' the 
eyelids perh. a var. of BATE2 • 

bat• bret mouse-like winged quadruped. 
XVI (a Backe, some call it a Bat). Alteration 
of ME. backe, bakke (surviving till XVII in 
gen. use, and later dial., also in Sc. backie) 
- Scand, word repr. in MSw. aftanJbakka, 
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natlbakka evening or night bat, MDa. 
nat(h)lbakke, beside which is a var. *blaka, 
as in ON. lei'Jrblaka 'leather-flapper', Sw. 
nattblaka, whence rare ME. blah ; the 
change of k tot (cf. Sw. dial. nattbatta) may 
have been due to assoc. with medL. blatta, 
blacta, batta. 
t][ The native name was rearmouse (OE. 

hreremiis); cf. jlittermouse (xv)- Du. vleder
muis = G. fledermaus (OHG. fledarmiis) 
'flutter-mouse', (dial.) flindermouse (- Du. 
vlinder butterfly), F. chauve-souris, L. calva 
sorex 'bald mouse'. 

bat• bret, bii pack-saddle. xv-xvr (only 
in bat-needle packing-needle); XVIII (in 
bat-horse, -mule; bat-money; BATMAN 2). 

- OF. bat, earlier bast (mod. Mt) :- medL. 
bastum, perh. f. *bastare, ult. based on Gr. 
bastdzein bear. 

bat' bret colloquial speech of a foreign 
country (sling the bat speak the lingo). xrx 
(Kipling). Hindi, 'speech, language, word'. 

batata b::~tii·b sweet potato, Ipomrea 
Batatas, Batatas edulis. XVI. - Sp. batata 
- Taino batata. See POTATO. 

batch bretJ baking. xv. ME. bac(c)he :
OE. •ba'!Cce, f. bacan BAKE; cf. OE. gebrec 
baking, thing baked, G. gebiick, and for the 
formation wrecce WATCH, wacan WAKE1• 

bate1 beit tfight; beat the wings. XIII 
(Cursor M.). -OF. batre (mod. battre) beat, 
fight :- Rom. *batere for L. batuere (cf. 
BATILE). 

bate2 beit lower, reduce, (now only) moder
ate, as in bated breath; (arch.) except, as in 
bating excepting. XIV. Aphetic of ABATE. 

bateau bre·tou Canadian boat. XVIII. 
F. :-OF. bate[ (whence It. battello, Sp. 
batel), f. OE. bat, ON. bdtr BOAT. 

batells see BATIEL. 

bathl hap bathing, water for bathing in 
OE.; vessel for bathmg in XVI. OE. brep = 
OFris. beth, OS. bai'J, (O)HG. bad, ON. bai'J 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) •bapam, perh. f. 
•ba- FOMENT (cf. OHG. btijan, btien, G. 
biihen). Hence bath vb. (xv), a new forma
tion distinct from BATHE, now restricted to 
the sense 'give a bath to'. The place-name 
Bath was orig. ret p:Em (hatum) bapum at 
the (hot) baths, ret Bapum, whence the 
indeclinable Bapum, Bapon (cf. G. Baden, 
orig. d. pl.); in XVIII it was commonly 
known as 'the Bath'. There are many spec. 
attrib. uses, as Bath bun, chap (CHAP1), brick, 
chair (orig. used at Bath for invalids), Oliver 
(a biscuit named after William Oliver, a 
physician of Bath, I695-1764), stone. Bathon 
was latinized as Bathonia, whence Batho
niAN biipou·ni::~n. XVIII. 

bath1 brep Hebrew liquid measure. xvr. 
Heb. (in L. batus, Gr. btitos). 

bathe bei~ immerse in a bath; take a bath. 
OE. bapian = Du. baden, OHG. badon (G. 
baden), ON. ba/Ja :-Germ. *bapon, f. •bapam 
BATH1• 

BATTEN 

bathos bei·p<>s, bre·p<>s ludicrous descent 
from the elevated to the commonplace. 
XVIII (Pope; earlier in Gr. letters). -Gr. 
bathos, f. bath1is deep (as in bathymetry 
measurement of depths). Hence bathetiC 
b<Jpe·tik. XIX; after pathos, pathetic. 

bathybius b<~pi·bi<~s (zoo!.) flocculent 
precipitate of gypsum in the ocean. XIX 
(Huxley, who at first regarded it as proto
plasm). modL., f. Gr. bathus deep + blos 
life ( cf. BIO-). 

batik bre·tik decoration on silk, etc. XIX. 
-Javanese 'mbatik writing, drawing. 

batiste breti·st cambric. XVII (baptist 
cloth, tr. F. toile de Batiste). -F. batiste, 
for Baptiste, name of the first maker, who 
lived at Cambrai. 

batman1 bre·tm;m Oriental weight. XVI. 
-Turk. batman, batman, -man (whence also 
Russ. batman). 

batman1 bre·tm::~n army officer's servant. 
XVIII. f. BAT 3, as used in bat-horse, -mule 
for carrying officers' baggage (F. cheval de 
b&t), bat-money allowance for carrying 
baggage; formerly also baugh-, baw-, repr. 
the pronunc. ba of F. biit. 

baton bre·tn staff, stick (now spec.). xvr 
(hatton). -F. biiton (earlier tbaston, which 
was adopted in Eng. xm) = Pr., Sp. baston, 
It. bastone :-Rom. •basto(n-), f. *bastare 
drive with a stick ( cf. L. burdulbasta donkey
driver, Petronius), f. late L. bastum stick. 

batrachian b<Jtrei·ki<~n (zoo!.) frog-like. 
xrx. f. modL. batrachia b::~trei·ki::~, prop. 
bretr::~kai·::~- Gr. batrakheia (sc. ztJia ani
mals), n. pl. of batrakheios, f. batrakhos 
frog; after F. batracien (r811); see -IAN. 

battal bre·t::~ agio, discount. XVII. - Hind. 
batta, btifta. 

batta2 bre·t::~ (military) allowance. XVIII. 
- Indo-Pg. bata- Canarese bhatta rice. 

battalion b::~tre·lj::~n division of an army. 
XVI. - F. battaillon - It. battaglione, augm. 
of battaglia BATTLE. The present sp. was 
established XVII. 

battel, batell bre·tl t (perh.) provision of 
commons xv; (pl.) accounts of sums due 
for provision of board and lodging in 
colleges of the university of Oxford XVI. 
In medL. batelli, -illi, batellre (pl.), of unkn. 
origin ; perh. connected with tbattle vb. 
feed, nourish, tbattle adj. (Sc. and north.) 
feeding, nourishing, which may be derivs. 
(with -LE2) of bat- in BATIEN 2• Hence battel 
vb. XVI. 

batten1 bre·tn strip of wood. xv. Earliest 
forms batant, -ent (cf. 'batant .. a batant; 
the piece of wood, that runnes all along 
vpon the edge of the lockeside of a doore, 
gate, or window', Cotgr.)- OF. batant, sb. 
use of prp. of batre beat (see BATTERY). For 
the loss of final t cf. batten movable bar in 
a silk-loom (xrx)- F. battant. 
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batten 2 b:e·tn tim prove in condition XVI, 
grow fat, thrive (on) XVII (Sh., Jonson); 
prob. earlier in dial. use. - ON. batna im
prove, get better, f. *bat- (cf. OE. gebatian 
get BETTER) ; see -EN5• 

batter1 bre·t;u beat with repeated blows. 
XIV. -AN. baterer, f. OF. batre (mod. 
battre) beat; cf. BAT1 and see -ER3• 

batter2 b:e·te.l paste used in cooking. xv 
(bater, -our, -ure). prob. f. BATTER\ but 
cf. OF. bat(e)ure beating, beaten metal. 

battery bre·tari beating (as in assault and 
battery); tbattering (as of fortifications by 
guns); unit of artillery. XVI. - (O)F. batterie, 
f. battre beat ( = Pr. batre, Sp. batir, It. 
battere) :- L. battuere, later battere; see -ERY 
and cf. Pr. bataria, etc. 

battle bre·tl combat XIII (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.); tbattle array, battalion XIV (R. Man
nyng). ME. batai·le- (O)F. bataille = Pr. 
batalha, Cat. batalla (whence Sp. batalla, Pg. 
batalha), It. battaglia, Rum. biitaie :-Rom. 
*battalia, for I ate L. battualia military or 
gladiatorial exercises, f. battuere beat ( cf. 
prec.); like other n. pis., e.g. biblia BIBLE, 
mirabilia MARVEL, battalia was treated as 
fern. sg. In the sense 'order of battle', 
'host' battalia (-It. battaglia) was current 
from late XVI (Sh.) to early XIX. So ba·ttle 
vb. XIV. - (O)F. batailler. 

battledore b:e·tldaa.l washing-beetle xv 
(batyldo(u)re, batyndore, badildore); bat used 
with a shuttlecock XVI. perh. - Pr. batedor 
beater (cf. Sp. batidor), f. batre beat (cf. 
BATTERY), infl. by tbatt[e vb. (XVI), f. BAT vb. 
(see BAT1); but the history is obscure. 

battlement b:e·tlmant indented parapet 
in fortification. XIV. con temp. with tbattled 
- pp. of OF. batailler fortify with batailles 
fixed or movable turrets of defence (the 
sense-development from 'battle' is not 
clear); some forms show assoc. with OF. 
bastillement (f. bastilier, -iller; cf. BASTILLE). 
See -ME!'/T. 

battleship bre·tlfip. I 884. Short for line
of-battle ship (xvm) ship designed to fight 
in line of battle. 

battology breta·lad3i vain repetition. XVII. 
- modL. battologia- Gr. battologiii, f. bat
t6logos, f. bdttos stammerer (cf. the proper 
name Battos in Herodotus IV clv); see 
-LOGY. 

battue bre·tju beat-up of game. XIX. F. 
( = Pr. batuda, It. battuta) :-Rom. *battiita, 
sb. use of fern. pp. of L. battuere beat (cf. 
BATTLE). 

batty bre·ti (sl.) crazy, 'balmy'. xx. f. phr. 
to have bats in the belfry to be crazy; see 
BAT2, -Y1 • 

bauble b5·bl trinket; jester's baton XIV; 
trifling matter, 'toy' XVI. ME. babel, babulle 
-OF. babel, baubel child's toy, plaything, 
of unkn. origin (cf. AL. baubellum xn-xm). 

BAY 

The ME. forms are repr. normally by bable 
(XVI-XVII); bauble appears first c. I6oo. 

baudekin b5·dikin rich brocade. XIV. 
-OF. baudekin- medL. baldachinus; see 
BALDACCHINO. 

baulk var. of BALK. 
bauson b5·san (dial.) badger. XIV. sb. use 
of bausand- OF. bausant having white spots 
on a dark ground, piebald (sb. piebald 
horse) = Pr. bausan (whence It. balzano, 
whence modF. balzan) :-Rom. *balteiinus 
'belted', striped, f. L. balteus BELT. For the 
application to the animal cf. the develop
ment of F. blaireau (see BADGER). 

bauxite, beauxite b5·ksait hydrous oxide 
of silicon and iron. XIX. - F. bauxite, f. 
Les Baux, near Aries, France; see -ITE. 

bavin bre·vin bundle of brushwood. XIV. 
Of unkn. origin. 

bawbee b5·bi (Sc.) coin equivalent to the 
Eng. halfpenny. XVI. Named after the laird 
of Sillebawby, mint-master under James V 
(mentioned in a Treasurer's account of 
I$4I as Alexander Orok de Sillebawby). 

bawd b5d pander, procuress. XIV (PPI., 
Ch.). The fuller form bawdstrot, Sc. 
bald(e)strod (XIV-XVI) suggests ult. deriv. 
from OF. baudetrot, baudestroyt 'pronubus', 
'pronuba' (xm), which seems to be f. baud 
lively, gay (-Germ. *bald- BOLD) + the 
word repr. by AN. trote old woman, hag 
(Gower); but the history is obscure and the 
relation with tbawdy dirty, filthy (xiv, PP!.) 
and tbawdy befoul, defile (XIV, Trevisa) is 
undetermined. «1f Against a proposed deriv. 
as an aphetic reduction of ribald must be 
set the prevalent stressing ri ·bald in the 
texts in which bawd first occurs. Hence 
baw·dRY. XIV (Ch.). baw·dy XVI, sb. XVII; 
see -Y1 . 

bawl b51 tbark; cry vociferously. XV 
(Promp. Parv.). corr. in form and meaning 
to medL. bauliire bark, of imit. origin; but 
cf. Ice!. baula (Sw. bola) low, as an ox. 

bawn b5n fortified enclosure ; cattlefold. 
XVI (Spenser). - Ir. bdbhzin, Mir. b6dhzin, 
f. b6 cow+ dun fortress (see TOWN). 

bayl bei tberry XIV; bay-tree, Laurus 
nobilis; pl. leaves of this made into a gar
land XVI. - (O)F. baie ( = Pr., Sp. baga) :
L. biica berry. See also BAYBERRY. 

bay• bei indentation of the sea. XIV. 
- (O)F. baie- (O)Sp. bahia, recorded first 
as baia by Isidore of Seville (vii) and perh. 
of Iberian origin. See also BAY-SALT. 

bay3 bei opening between columns, e~c. 
xrv; recess xv. - (O)F. baie, f. bayer, earlier 
baer, beer gape, stand open (mod. btfant 
wide open) = Pr. hadar, It. badare :- medL. 
batdre (c. 8oo), of unkn. origin. Hence bay
window (xv); cf. bow-window (Bow1

). 

bay• bei barking of dogs in company XIII; 
chiefly (now only) in phr. (hold, keep) at bay, 
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tat a bay, (turn, bring, etc.) to bay XIV. 
-OF. bai, or aphetic deriv. of ME. abay 
(at abay being apprehended as at a bay) 
-OF. abai (mod. aboi in phr. etre and 
mettre aux abois be and bring to bay; cf. OF. 
tenir a bay, It. stare and tenere a bada); the 
F. sbs. are f. bayer, abayer BAY6• The 
phrases refer to the position of a hunted 
animal when, driven to extremity, he faces 
his barking pursuers. (j[ In the sense 'deep 
bark' (XVI) a new formation on BAY6• 

bay5 bei reddish-brown. XIV (Ch.). -(O)F. 
bai :- L. badiu-s (Varro) chestnut-coloured 
(only of horses), rei. to Oir. buide yellow. 

bay6 bei bark with a deep voice. XIV. 

Aphetic of tabaye- OF. abaiier (mod. 
aboyer) = It (ab)baiare, f. imit. base *bai-; 
infl. by BAY 4• . 

bayadere bajadEa' .1 Hindu dancing-girl. 
XVIII. F.- Pg. bailadeira, f. bailar dance, 
obscurely rei. to medL. balltire (see BALL 2). 

bayard bei·li.1d bay horse, spec. the magic 
steed given by Charlemagne to Renaud ; 
a type of blind recklessness. XIV. -OF. 
baiard, f. bai BAY5 ; see -ARD. 

bayberry bei·be:ri (fruit of) the bay-tree 
XIV ; (fruit of) Pimenta acris XVIII ; (fruit of) 
Myrica cerifera XIX. f. BAY1 +BERRY. Hence 
bay rum bei rAm (see RUM 2); cf. G. baiiil 
'oleum myrica:'. 

bayonet bei·anet, bei;me·t tshort dagger 
XVII ; stabbing instrument for fixing to the 
muzzle of a rifle XVIII. - F. ba'ionnette, 
earlier bayonnette, said to be f. Bayonne, 
France, the orig. place of manufacture (cf. 
bayonnettes de Bayonne, Tabourot Des 
Accords, d. 1590); see -ET. The early vars. 
(XVII; later U.S. dial.) bagnet, bagonet are 
not accounted for. 

bayou bai·ju outlet of river or lake, etc., in 
N. America. XVIII. - Amer. F.- Choctaw 
bayuk. 

bay-salt bei-s1J :It salt in large crystals. xv. 
f. BAY 2 +SALT; prop. salt obtained by 
evaporation of water in bays of the sea, 
orig. in the Baie de Bourgneuf, south of the 
river Loire, France (called la Baye, le Bay 
in ref. to salt production in documents of 
XIV-XV). So G. baisalz, MLG. bayesout, 
Du. baaizout, Da. baisalt. 

bazaar bazii•.J Oriental market-place XVI; 
fancy fair XIX. Early forms are bazarro, 
basar, buzzar(d), bazar; prob.- It.- Turk. 
- Pers. btiztir market, which has passed into 
various Eastern and Eur. langs. 

bdellium de·liam (tree yielding) a gum 
resin. XVI. - L. bdellium (Pliny, Vulg.) 
- Gr. bdellion (Dioscorides), used in versions 
of the O.T. later than LXX to render Heb. 
b' dholatz, of uncertain meaning and origin. 

be bi, (unstressed) hi. The 'substantive' 
and 'copulative' verb expressing (i) simple 
existence, and (ii) existence in a defined 
state (whence its use with participles as an 
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auxiliary of tense and voice). Conjuga
tional forms: pres. ind. rst pers. sg. am, 
znd (arch. and dial.) art, beest, 3rd is; 
pl. are, (arch. and dial.) be; pt. was, pl. 
were; pres. subj. be, pt. subj. were; pp. 
been. The forms are derived from four 
bases as follows. 

A. IE. *es- *s-. rst pers. sg. OE. eam, 
am, WS. eom (with eo after beo(m); see 
below) = ON. em, Goth. im, Oir. am, 
Lith. esmz, OS!. jesmi, L. sum (for *esem; 
infl. by sumus we are), Gr. eimi, Skr. asmi, 
OPers. amiy, Arm. em, Alb. jam :-IE. 
*esmi. 
3rd pers. sg. OE. is = OFris., OS. ist 

(Du. is), (O)HG., Goth. ist, ON. es (later 
er), Olr. is, W. ys, L. est, Gr. esti, OSl. 
jest!, Skr. dsti :- IE. *esti. 

pl. OE. sind, sindon, surviving in ME. till 
c. rzoo = OFris. send, OS. sind, sindan, 
OHG. 3rd pl. sint (G. sind), Goth. 3rd pl. 
sind, Oir. it, OW. int, L. sunt, Gr. eisi (Dor. 
enti), Skr. sdnti :- IE. *senti. 

pres. subj. OE. sie, pl. sien, later si, sin, 
surviving till c. rzoo = OS., OHG. si, sin 
(Du. zij, zijn, G. sei, seien) = L. siem, sim, 
sint, Gr. eiin, etc., Skr. sydt :-IE. "'s(i)jifm, 
*s(i)jenti. 
B. Germ. *ar- (:-*or-), of unkn. origin. 

znd pers. sg. OE. eart, pl. aron, earon are; 
these are old perfect formations. 

C. IE. "'bheu- *bhu-. rst pers. sg. beo, 
earlier bio (:- *biju) = OFris. bim, OS. 
bium, biom (Du. ben), OHG. bim (G. bin), 
carr. to L. fio I become (:- *bhwijo), rei. 
further to L. fui I was, futiirus FUTURE, Gr. 
phuein bring forth, cause to grow, ephiin, 
pephiika I was, phuesthai grow, come into 
being (see PHYSic), Lith. bUti, OS!. byti 
(Russ. byt'), Oir. buith, W. bod be, Skr. 
bhdvati becomes, is, Pers. biid was, biidan 
be, become, exist. So OE. bist wilt be, art = 
OS., OHG. bis(t) (G. bist), OE. bip will be, 
is, carr. to L. fis becomest, fit becomes; cf. 
W. bydd will be); OE. beo]J pl. will be, are, 
inf. beon (a new formation on beo). The 
orig. meaning of this base is 'grow'; the 
derived sense 'become' led to its adoption 
as an appropriate el. in the paradigm of the 
verb 'to be', esp. for expressing the future; 
for another sense-development see BOWER', 
BUILD. 

D. IE. *wes- *wes-. OE. inf. wesan = 
OFris. wesa, OS., OHG. wesan (Du. wezen; 
G. wesen, surviving as sb.), ON. vesa, vera, 
Goth. wisan remain, continue, rei. to Skr. 
vdsati dwells, remains. The orig. meaning 
is 'dwell, remain', and the use of this base 
is therefore appropriate to the imper. (OE. 
wes, pl. wesa]J) and the pt. (OE. rst and 3rd 
sg. wres was, znd sg. wli!re wast, pl. wli!ron 
were, in which latter alone it survives). 

Of the three types of the pres. ind. pl. in 
OE., beojJ, aron, and sind(on), the first con
tinued in gen. ME. as beth, ben, and finally 
be (surviving till XVII, as in A.V. the powers 
that be, and in mod. dial.), the second, orig. 
confined to the Anglian area, had become 
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the standard form by XVI (regularly used by 
Tindale), and the third became obs. soon 
after c. 1200. In the pt. incl. the znd pers. 
sg. were (OE. wliire) became obs. in XVI, and 
new forms, wast, twerst, and wert, were 
introduced, the two last esp. for the sub
junctive. There was orig. no pp. of the verb 
am, was, be in OE. ; a new formation gebeon, 
on the inf. bean, appears c. 1100, which 
completed the conjugation am-was-been as 
it now stands. 

be- bi prefix, OE. be-, weak var. of bi BY, 
varying in cognate comps. with bi-, e.g. 
began surround, practise, begang and bigeng 
circuit, practice; = OFris., OS. be-, bi 
(Du. be-, bij-), OHG. bi-, bi (G. be-, bei-). 
The main uses, developed from the orig. 
and gen. sense of 'about', are: (r) with 
verbs, meaning 'around, all round, on all 
sides', 'from side to side, to and fro, in all 
ways', as in OE. besettan BESET, besmierian 
besmear, bestreowan BESTREW, so bedaub 
(xvi), besmirch (Sh.); (2) 'thoroughly, 
soundly, to the full, extremely, excessively', 
as BESEECH (early ME.), after OE. befrignan, 
etc., passing into a mere intensive as in 
BEFALL, BEFIT; (3) 'off, away', marking 
deprivation, as in OE. beheafdian BEHEAD; 
so bedii:lan bereave, deprive, beceorfan, 
besceran cut off; (4) 'about, over' (lit. and 
fig.) as in OE. begeotan sprinkle, bepencan 
BETHINK, bewepan bewail; (5) with sbs. and 
adjs. 'so as to make what is expressed by 
them', as becalm (xvi), bedim (XVI), befoul 
(XIV); hence, 'call by the name of', as be
blockhead, berascal; (6) with sbs. used in 
an instr. relation, 'surround or envelop 
with', hence (gen.) 'afl'ect with', as in befog 
(xvrr), benight (xvi); (7) with ppl. adjs., 
often combining uses 2 and 6 with vague 
meaning or rhetorical force, as in beblubbered 
(xvi), bedabbled (Sh.), bemused (Pope), and 
so, with derogatory implication, in such adjs. 
as becloaked, beribboned, beturbaned. 

beach bitJ (dial.) shingle, pebbles of the 
seashore; seashore. XVI. Early forms also 
bache, bayche, baich. The first sense re
mained in the local usage of Sussex and 
Kent; it is difficult to determine the date 
of the emergence of the present sense (see, 
e.g., Sh. 'Merch. V.' IV i 71, 'Lear' IV vi 17, 
'Cor.' v iii 58; cf. the development of F. 
greve); perh. identical with OE. ba:ce, beie 
brook, stream (cf. BECK1), with transf. 
meaning '(pebbly) river valley', a word 
surviving in many place-names, as Bache, 
Betchton, Colebatch, Sandbach, Wisbech. 
Hence bea·ch-co:mber U.S. (r) ocean
roller; (2) settler on a Pacific island XIX; 
comber breaker (f. COMB vb. in the sense 
'roll over as a wave, break with foam'). 

Beach-la-mar bitJ Ia mii.r jargon English 
used in the Western Pacific. JL'C (also biche-). 
Alteration of Pg. bicho do mar BECHE-DE-MER. 

beacon bi·kn tsign, standard OE.; signal
fire; lighthouse. XIV. OE. beacn sign, 
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portent, ensign = OFris. becen, bacen (hence 
MLG. bake, LG. biiken, and MDu. biiken, 
Du. baak), OS. bi5kan, OHG. bouhhan (G. 
bake is from LG.) :- WGerm. 111baukna 
(cf. BECKON), of unkn. origin. 

bead bid prayer; (pl.) prayers xm; rosary 
(tpair of beads); ornamental perforated 
object XIV. ME. bede, pl. bedes, partly 
aphetic of ibede (OE. gebed prayer, pl. 
gebedu), partly generalized from OE. bedhiis 
house of prayer (whence W. bettws church); 
rei. sbs. are OFris. bede, OS. beda (Du. bede), 
gibed, OHG. beta, gibet (G. gebet), Goth. 
bida; f. CGerm. *beiJ- BID. Hence beads
man, bedesman bi·dzm;)n one who offers 
prayers for another's welfare. XIII (AncrR.). 
;viE. beode-, bed(e)man, f. BEAD, rep!. by 
beadsman (prob. after almsman) in XVI. 

beadle bi·dl therald, crier; tmessenger; 
apparitor, parish constable, etc. XIII (Cursor 
M.). -OF. bedel (mod. bedeau) = Pr. bedel, 
It. bidello :-Rom. *bidellu-s, of Germ. 
origin. The adopted F. word ousted the 
native OE. bydel, ME. biidel, bidel = MDu. 
*bOdel (Du. beul), OHG. butil (G. biittel) :
Germ. *buailaz, f. 111buiJ-, base of *beuaan, 
OE. beodan (see BID). 

beagle bi·gl small hound having a loud 
musical bark. xv. perh. - OF. beegueule 
noisy person, prob. f. beer open wide (cf. 
BAY 3)+gueule throat (cf. GULES). F. big[e 
(xvn) is from Eng. 

beak bik bird's bill XIII; beak-shaped 
object xv. ME. bee, bek (beck continuing 
till XVIII; the form with lengthened vowel 
arose from obi. form beke)- (O)F. bee = 
Pr. bee, Sp. bico, It. becco ;- L. beccu-s 
(Suetonius), of Celtic origin (but the mod. 
Celtic words are from Eng. or F.), rep!. L. 
rostrum. In the slang sense of 'magistrate' 
prob. orig. thieves' cant (cf. harman beck 
constable XVI). 

beaker bi·b:~ open goblet XIV; open
mouthed glass vessel XIX. -ON. bikarr = 
OS. bikeri, (M)Du. beker, OHG. behhtiri, 
behhar (G. becher) - pop. L. *biciirium 
(whence It. bicchiere), perh. f. Gr. bikos 
drinking-bowl (cf. medGr. bikion); see 
PITCHER. The orig. ME. biker (repr. by Sc. 
bicker bowl, cup) was superseded by beker, 
perh. by assoc. with l\1Du. 

beak iron (XVII) see BICKERN. 

beam bim ttree (cf. hornbeam, quick
beam, whitebeam); plank; ray of light. 
OE. beam = OFris. biim, OS. biim, boom, 
(lVI)Du. boom (see BOOM 2), OHG. bourn 
(G. baum) :- WGerm. *bauma; rei. ob
scurely to Goth. bagms, ON. baamr tree. 
The WGerm. forms have been referred to 
IE. *bhou- *bheu- *bhu- grow (see BE), but 
the uncertainty whether the orig. sense was 
'wooden stem or block' or 'growing tree' 
makes the ult. origin doubtful. The sense 
'beam of light' is found in OE. byrnende 
beam, fyren beam pillar of fire (tr. Vulg. 
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columna lucis), leohtbeamed having bright 
rays, sunnebeam sunbeam ; for the sense 
development cf. L. radius RAY1, SHAFT. 

bean bin (seed of) leguminous plants Faba 
(OE.) and Phaseolus (xvr). OE. bean = 
MDu. bOne (Du. boon), OHG. bOna (G. 
bohne), ON. baun :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
•bauno; connexion with L. faba bean, OS!. 
bobU, OPruss. babo, is phonetically improb
able. Hence bea·nFEAST XIX, whence beano 
bi•nou orig. printers' colloq.; see -0. 

bear1 bta.I quadruped of the genus Ursus. 
OE. hera = MDu. here (Du. beer), OHG. 
hero (G. biir) :- WGerm. •bero; rei. to 
ON. bjQrn :- •bernuz; possibly sb. use of 
an IE. •bheros brown (Lith. bbas, Lett. 
bers) (in stock exchange sl. correl. to BULL1). 

q The earliest IE. name of the bear, "rksos 
(Skr. rkfas, L. ursus, Gr. drktos, W. arth) is 
not repr. in Germ. or Slav. Hence bea·r
lea:der tutor accompanying a young man 
on travel XVIII; after G. biirenfiihrer, -treiber. 

bear• bta.I A. carry; B. bring forth. OE. 
beran (pt. b:Er, b:iron, pp. boren) = OFris. 
only pp. beren, boren, OS., OHG. beran (in 
modG. only gebiiren bring forth, OHG. 
gaberan = OE. geberan, OS. giberan, Goth. 
gabairan), ON. hera, Goth. bairan, f. Germ. 
•ber- :- IE. •bher-, as in Skr. bhdrati, Arm. 
herem, Gr. pherein, L. ferre (cf. -FEROUS, 
FERTILE), Olr. berim, W. cymryd (:
*komlbhrt-) take, OS!. birati (Russ. brat' 
take, seize). Since both main groups of 
meaning are repr. in the IE. langs. it is not 
certain which was prior. The mod. pt. bore 
dates from c. 1400, but did not gen. super
sede bare (OE. b=) till after r 6oo; for the 
pp. see BOR."'f, BORNE. 

beard bia.1d hair on the face. OE. beard = 
OFris. berd, MDu. baert (Du. baard), OHG., 
G. bart :- WGerm. *baraa, rei. to OS!. 
brada beard (Russ. borodd), Lith. barzda, 
OPruss. bordus, and L. barba (:- *bhardhti). 

beast bist animal ; domesticated animal of 
the cattle kind; brute, savage. xnr. - OF. 
beste (mod. bete) :- pop. L. besta, for L. 
bestia, referred by some to a base "dhewes
breathe (cf. the basic sense of ANIMAL), 
which is widespread in Slav., and hence rei. 
to Goth. dius, OE. deor DEER. Beast dis
placed deer and was itself displaced by 
animal, in the gen. sense, but is retained in 
dial. and techn. use, in special phr., as 'man 
and beast', 'wild beast', and fig. Hence 
bea·stly XIII; see -LY1• 

beat1 bit strike repeatedly. OE. beatan 
(pt. beot, pp. beaten) = OHG. bo;san (cf. 
anabo;s, mod. amboss ANVIL), ON. bauta :
Germ. "bautan, the base of which may be 
rei. to *fu- of L. confuttire strike down, 
CONFUTE. The OE. pt. beot, orig. a redupl. 
form, was rep!. first by bet(t) and later by 
heated, which gave place to beat; the pp. 
beaten survives, by the side of a new forma
tion beat (now chiefly dial. Qr vulgar, and 
in dead-beat), which superseded bet(t), Cf. 

BECAUSE 

BEETLE1• Hence beat sb. action of beating 
XVII ; course traversed by a watchman, 
policeman, etc. XVIII. 

beat• bit strive against a contrary wind or 
current at sea. XVII. perh. a use of BEAT1 ; 

but poss. repr. an earlier •bait- ON. beita 
sail, cruise (see BAIT), unless it may be 
referred to nearly synon. rare OE. b:itan, 
with noun of action b:iting (Alfred's tr. of 
Boethius xli § 3); but, in either case, the Jato 
appearance of the word is a difficulty. 

beatific biati-fik making blessed or happy. 
XVII (earlier -ical). - F. bt!atifique or L. 
betitificus, f. betitus blessed, pp. of betire 
make happy, f. the same base as bel/us; see 
BEAUTY, -FIC. So beatiFY bire·tifai make 
or pronounce blessed. xvr. - (O)F. beatifier 
or late L. betitifictire. beatiTUDE bire·titjiid 
blessedness. - (O)F. or L. (Cicero). 

beau bou pl. beaux bouz dandy xvu ; 
lady's suitor XVIII. F. beau:- L. bellu-s :
•dwenolos, dim. of •dwenos, OL. duenos, 
duonos, L. bonus good. Cf. BELLE. 

beau ideal bou aidi·al tthe ideally beauti
ful; perfect type of beauty. XIX. F.; beau 
sb., ideal adj.; see BEAU, IDEAL; often appre
hended as meaning 'beautiful ideal'. 

Beaujolais bou·3olei II bo3olt light red 
burgundy. XIX. F., name of an ancient 
district of France. 

beaumontague boumontei·g composition 
for filling cracks, etc. XIX. Said to be 
named from Elie de Beaumont (r798-I874), 
French geologist. 

Beaune boun red burgundy. XIX. F., 
name of a town in Cote d'Or, France. 

beauty bju·ti perfection affording great 
pleasure to the senses or other faculties. 
XIII. ME. bealte, beute, beaute- AN. beute, 
OF. bealte, beaute (mod. beaute) = Pr. 
beltat, beutat, Sp. beldad, It. belta :-Rom. 
*bellittitem, f. L. bellus; see BEAU, -TY. 
Hence beau·tiFuL1 xv, beau·tiFY XVI. 

beaver1 bi·va.I large amphibious rodent. 
OE. beofor, befor = (M)LG., (M)Du. bever, 
OHG. bihar (G. biber), ON. bjorr :- CGerm. 
(not in Goth.) *bebruz :- IE. *bhebhrtis, 
"bhibrlis (whence also Skr. babhrlis brown, 
great ichneumon, L. fiber, OS!. bebru, Lith. 
bebrus, Czech bobr), redupl. deriv. of •bhru
brown (see BEAR\ BROWN). '1f CIE. animal
name, like cow, ewe, hound, mouse, wolf. 
Hence (after velveteen) bea·verteen cotton 
twilled cloth with the pile left uncut XIX; 
cf. WFiem. bevertein. 

beaver2 bi·va.I movable face-guard of a 
helmet. XV (baviere, bavoure). -OF. 
baviere (whence Sp. babera, Pg. baveira, It. 
baviera), f. baver slaver, f. Rom. *baba 
(OF. beve) slaver. The form with ea, re
corded XVI, is difficult to account for. 

because bika·z, -k5·z for the reason that; 
on account of. XIV. ME. bi cause, i.e. bi BY, 
ChUSl', after OF. par cause de by reason of, 
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beccafico bek:~fi:·kou small migratory 
warbler. xvu. It., f. beccare peck+fico FIG; 
forms corr. to Pr. beccojigo, F. becjigue have 
also been used. 

bechamel bei·J:~mel white cream sauce. 
XVIII. - F. bechamel, f. name of the Marquis 
de Bechamel, steward of Louis XIV. 

beebe-de-mer beifdamEa·~ sea-slug, tre
pang. XIX. quasi-F. of Eng. origin, for 
biche de mer - Pg. bicho do mar 'worm of 
the sea' (bicho :- late L. bestulus, dim. of 
L. bestia BEAST; mar:- L. mare sea). 

beck1 bek (arch. and dial.) brook. XIV (in 
place-names XI). -ON. bekkr :- *bakkiz, 
rei. to *bakiz, whence OE. beie, OS. beki 
(Du. beek), OHG. bah (G. bach); referred 
to IE. *bheg- *bhog- run, whence Lith. 
Mgti, OS!. blzati flee (Russ. begat'), Gr. 
pht!besthai flee, ph6bos flight, fear. 

beck2 bek (arch. exc. in phr. at one's beck 
and call) significant gesture, as a nod ; 
(chiefly north.) obeisance, curtsy. XIV. 
f. (dial.) beck vb. (XIV), shortening of ME. 
bekene BECKON, the -(e)n- of the stem being 
taken for the inf. ending (cf. open, ope). 

becket be·kit (naut.) loop or rope with a 
knot at one end and an eye at the other. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

beckon be·kn make a mute signal (to). 
OE. becnan, *biecnan = OS. boknian, OHG. 
bouhnen :- WGerm. *bauknian, f. *baukna 
BEACON. 

become bikA·m tcome, arrive; come to 
be; befit. OE. becuman = OFris. bikuma, 
MLG., (M)Du. bekomen, OHG. biqueman 
(G. bekommen) obtain, receive, Goth. 
biquiman come upon suddenly (£q,laTaa8a< 
I Thess. v 3); f. *bi- BE-+"kweman COME. 
For the sense development cf. OE. gecweme 
fitting, pleasant, MDu. bequiime (Du. 
bekwaam), OHG. biquiimi (G. bequem) 
suitable, Goth. gaqimi]J it is fitting; F. 
devenir turn out to be, become (L. devenire 
arrive); F. convenir, L. convenire (see CON
VENIENT), Gr. prosMkein be fitting (pros to, 
hlkein come). 

bed bed OE. bed(d) = OFris. bed(d), OS. 
bed, beddi, MDu. bedde (Du. bed), OHG. 
betti (G. bett), Goth. badi :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *batfjam, rei. to *baojaz, whence ON. 
betfr bolster, bedding. The ult. origin and 
primary sense are uncertain ; the Germ. 
base has been referred to IE. *bhodh-, as in 
L. fodere dig, fossa grave, ditch; but un
certainty as to the priority of the chief 
Germ. senses, 'sleeping-place' and 'growing
place for plants', invalidates conjecture; 
for the sense 'bolster' of ON. betfr cf. 
Finnish patja cushion, bolster, a very early 
adoption from Germ. Hence be·dspread. 
c. r845. orig. U.S.- Du. beddesprei (in LG. 
bedspreed, EFris. beddspreet). 

bedad bidre·d Anglo-Ir. int. XVIII (Swift). 
For by dad, substituted for by Gad (see 
BEGAD), after earlier tadad (XVII-XVIII). 

BEECH 

bedeguar be·digii~ moss-like growth in 
rose-bushes. XVI. -F. bt!degar- Arab., 
~ers. btidiiwar(d) lit. 'wind-brought', later 
mterpreted as Pers. bad wind, breath + 
Arab. ward rose. 

bedel(l) bide·! old forms of BEADLE re
tained in the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge. XVI. 

bedesman see beadsman s.v. BEAD. 

bedevil bide·vl treat diabolically; play 
the devil with. XVIII. f. BE- 5, 6+DEVIL. 

bedew bidju· cover with dew. XIV (Ch., 
Trevisa). f. BE- 6+DEW; cf. MHG. betouwen, 
MLG. bedauwen. 

bedight bidai·t (poet.) array, deck. XIV. 
f. BE- 2 +DIGHT. 

bedim bidi·m make dim. XVI. f. BE- 5+ 
DIM. 

bedizen bidai·zn, (U.S.) bidi·zn dress up. 
XVII. f. BE- 2 +DIZEN. 'A low word' (J.). 

Bedlam, bedlam be·dlam Hospital of 
St. Mary of Bethlehem, orig. for the enter
tainment of the bishop and canons of the 
church of St. Mary at Bethlehem; (later) 
hospital, esp. for lunatics; tinmate of this 
xv; lunatic asylum (gen.); scene of uproar 
XVII. (Early forms of the town name are 
OE. Betleem, ME. Beth(e)leem, Bedlem.) 

Bedlington be·dlil)tan N arne of a town in 
Northumberland applied to a breed of 
short-haired terrier. XIX. 

Bedouin be·duin Arab of the desert. XIV 
(Bedoyn). -OF. beduin (mod. bedouin), ult. 
(through medL.)- Arab. badiiwin, badawin, 
pl. of badiiz<•iy, badawiy, f. badw desert. 
First adopted in Eur.langs. in the pl. (medL. 
bedewini, etc.), whence new sg. forms were 
made ; for the retention of the pl. inflexion 
of Arab. or Heb. cf. assassin, cherubim, 
fellahin, rabbin, seraphim. 

bedridden be·dridn permanently con
fined to bed. XIV. ME. bedreden, extension 
(with -EN6) of bedred(e), later bedrid (XVI), 
repr. OE. bedreda, -rida, -ryda sb. and adj. 
paralysed (man), agent-noun f. bedd BED+ 
*rid-, short base of ridan RIDE; cf. synon. 
LG. bedderede, -redig. 

bee hi hymenopterous insect (Apis, Born
bus). OE. beo = OFris. be, MLG., MDu. 
bie (Du. bij), OHG. bia (G. dial. beie), ON. 
by:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *bion. The n 
of the wk. declension in coalescence with 
the base produced OHG. bini (G. biene) and 
OHG. bina (G. dial. bein); derivs. with 
other formatives exist in OPruss. bitte, Lith. 
bitls, OS!. b!cela, Ir. bech (:- *bhikos), L. 
fucus drone (:- *bhoikos); all plausibly re
ferred to a base *bhi- tremble, quiver 
(whence OE. bifian, G. beben), as if 'the 
quivering insect'. 

beech bitJ forest tree of the genus Fagus. 
OE. bece = MLG. hoke, biJke (wk. fern.) :
Germ. *bi5kjon, rei. to *boki5 (str. fern.), 
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whence OE. biic (as in b6ctreow beech-tree, 
bocwudu beech-wood, and surviving with 
shortened vowel in BUCKMAST, BUCKWHEAT 
and the proper name Buckhurst), OHG. 
buohha (G. buche), MDu. boeke (Du. beuk), 
ON. b6k; all cogn. with IE. *bhligos, whence 
Gr. phag6s, pheg6s edible oak, L. fagus 
beech, perh. rei. to Gr. phagein eat, as if 
'tree with edible fruit'. Cf. BOOK. 

beef bif flesh of the ox. XIII. ME. boef, 
beef -AN., OF. boef, buef (mod. ba;uf) = 
Sp. buey, It. bove :- L. bovem, nom. bas ox 
(see cow1). Hence bee·feater eater of 
beef; Yeoman of the Guard. xvu. 

Beelzebub bie-lzibAb the Devil ; a devil. 
OE. Belzebub, ME. Beelzebub, Belsabub 
- L. (Vulgate) BeelzebUb, rendering (i) Heb. 
ba'al-z'biib 'fly-lord' .(2 Kings i 2) and 
(ii) Gr. Beelzeboub of the N.T. (Matt. xii 
24). 

been bin, bin see BE. 
beer biaJ malt beverage; from XVI the 

proper designation of hopped malt liquor, 
as dist. from ALE. OE. beor = OFris. biar, 
bier, MLG., MDu. ber, OHG. bior (Du., 
G. bier), a WGerm. word (whence prob. 
ON. bjorr)- monastic L. biber drink, f. L. 
bibere (see IMBIBE). Until xv rarely found 
exc. in verse (not in PPI. or Ch.); prob. 
reinforced from LG. on the introduction 
of hopped liquor (cf. Beere .. hummuli 
potus, cervisia hummulina, 'Promp. Parv.'). 

beeregar bia·rigiiJ sour beer. xv. f. BEER+ 
eger sour (EAGER), after alegar, vinegar. 

beest bi'ist, bist see BE. 
beestings bi·stil)z first milk from a cow 

after calving. OE. *besting (late WS. 
bysting), f. synon. beast = NFris. bjast, 
bjiist, (M)Du. biest, OHG. biost (G. biest, as 
in biestmilch): of unkn. origin. 

beet bit plant having a succulent root, red 
or white. OE. bete = MLG. bete (LG. 
beete, whence G. beete), MDu. bete (Du. 
beet), OHG. bie:;a (G. dial. biessen); early 
CWGerm. - L. beta, perh. of Celtic origin. 
Unrecorded between OE. and late ME., 
when its currency was prob. due to LG. 

beetle1 bi·tl beating implement. OE. 
(Anglian) betel, (WS.) bietel :- Germ. *bau
tilaz, f. *bautan BEAT+-il- -LEI; cf. OHG. 
b6zil cudgel, (M)LG. bBtel, ON. beytill 
penis. 

beetle2 bi-t! coleopterous insect. OE. 
bitula, bitela (glossing 'blatta', 'mordiculus'), 
f. *bit-, short base of bit an BITE ( cf. early 
ME. bite! biting); see -LEI, ME. i is repr. 
by i as in evil, weevil. 

beetle3 bi·tl. XIV. First in bytell browet 
('Destruction of Troy'), bitelbrowed (PPl.) 
having bushy, shaggy, or prominent eye
brows; later (XVI, More) betle browes, beetil 
brow was used of the human brow and the 
brow of a mountain ('high hills lifted up 
their beetil-browes', Sidney); beteled is 

BEGIN 

somewhat earlier (Hawes). Whence beetle 
vb. overhang threateningly (Sh. 'Hamlet' 
I iv 7I). Of unkn. origin. 

befall bif5'1 fall (chiefly fig.) OE.; pertain, 
belong XII; fall out, happen XIII. OE. 
befeallan, carr. to OFris. befalla, OS. hi/allan 
(Du. bevallen please), OHG. bifallan (G. 
befallen pass. be seized or taken); see BE- 2, 
FALL. 

befit bifi·t be fit for or proper to, become. 
xv. f. BE- 2+FIT vb.; replaced earlier besit 
(xv), intensive of synon. sit (XIV). 

before bifaa•J adv., prep. OE.; conj. XII 
(Orm). OE. beforan = OFris. befara, OS. 
bijoran, OHG bifora (G. bevor), f. Germ. 
*hi- BY+ *forana from the front (f. *fora 
FOR). Hence befo·reHAND, XIII; cf. AN. 
avant main, OF. avant la main (les mains). 

begi beg ask as alms or as a favour. XIII. 
ME. begge-n, occurring along with beggare, 
and fern. beggild in AncrR., and in prp. 
beg(g)and in Cursor M.; prob. :- OE. 
bedecian, deriv. (cf. Goth. bidagwa beggar) 
of *beo-, base of BID; for the same develop
ment of c after d cf. *Badecan tiin, Badechi
tone, Baginton, * Badecan healh, Badegenhall, 
Bagnall. tJ1 Derivation from OF. begard or 
beguine (see BEGHARD, BEGUINE) has been 
gen. favoured, but it is not confirmed, in 
spite of certain coincidences, e.g. alternation 
of the vbs. begger and beguigner in texts of 
Britton, I292, of beggild and begenild in 
PPI., the concurrent use by Gower of AN. 
begant begging, beggerie, begyner, and 
beguinage, and the rendering of F. Beguin 
by beggar, begger in the ME. translation of 
the 'Roman de Ia Rose'. 

beg2 beg. xvn. Osmanli beg = BEY; cf. 
BEGUM. 

begad bigre·d. xvm. f. be BY+minced form 
of GoD; cf. tagad (xvm), EGAD, GAD 3

• 

beget bige·t pt. begot, arch. begat, pp. be
gotten tacquire xu ; procreate XIII (La3.). 
First in north. texts (Orm, Cursor M.) with 
g rep!. g, 3 of the native forms OE. begietan, 
ME. bi3ete, carr. to OS. bigetan seize, OHG. 
pige:;:;an receive = Goth. bigitan find; see 
BE-, GET (XIII in the sense 'procreate', after 
ON. geta). 

Beghard be·gaJd name of a lay brother
hood modelled on the Beguines. xvu. 
- medL. Beghardus, f. OF. Begard, -art, 
MDu. Beggaert, MHG. Beghart, f. stem of 
Beguina, etc. BEGUINE ; see -ARD. 

begin bigi·n pt. began, pp. begun enter 
upon, set oneself to do something. OE. 
beginnan, pt. began, begunnon, pp. begunnen 
= OFris. biginna, biienna, OS., OHG. 
biginnan (Du., G. beginnen)! ~W.Germ. f. 
hi- BE-+ *ginnan (ofunkn. ongm), m camps. 
meaning 'begin': OE. aginnan, onginnan 
(much commoner. t~an beginnan), JYIDu. 
ontghinnen, OHG. zngznna;z,,Go_th. dugznna'!. 
(The arch. gin, sp. also gm, IS an aphetlc 
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deriv. of agin, ongin, begin.) Begun as pt. 
was widespread XVI-XIX ; Sc. pt. begouth 
prob. arose from assoc. with couth, pt. of 
can, which in Sc. was a var. of gan (aux. of 
pt.) did. 

beglerbeg be·gl;ubeg governor of a pro
vince of the Ottoman empire. XVI. Turk., 
'bey of beys' (begler is pl. of BEG2). 

begone1 big;:.·n depart! XIV. imper. be 
gone treated as one word, like BEWARE. 

begone2 big;:.·n pp. of tbego; see WOE
BEGONE. 

begonia bigou·ni;~ genus of mostly tropical 
plants. XVIII. modL., named by Charles 
Plumier (d. I7o6), French botanist, after 
Michel Begon (d. 1710), French patron of 
botany; see -IA1• 

beguile bigai·l delude, cheat XIII; charm 
or wile away XVI (Sh.). f. BE-z+guile;vb., 
f. GUILE sb.; cf. MDu. begilen, AN. degiler. 

Beguine begi•n member of a lay sister
hood. xv. - (O)F. beguine (MDu., MHG. 
begine), in medL. Beguina, said to be f. 
name of Lambert (le) Begue (i.e. the Stam
merer), a priest of Liege (xn), founder of 
the community; but this is disputed. Cf. 
BEG HARD. 

begum bi·g;~m Indian lady of high rank. 
XVIII. -Urdu (Pers.) begam- E. Turk. 
bigim princess, fern. of big prince, of which 
the Osmanli form is BEG 2

• 

behalf biha·f. XIV. orig. and mainly in 
phr. with genitive, as on God's, my, etc. 
behalf on the part of or in the name of God, 
etc. On goddes, my, etc. behalve replaced 
earlier ME. on goddes halve, on min halve 
(in late OE. on minre healfe for my part), 
with which cf. ON. af e-s hdlfu. 

behave bihei·v conduct oneself. xv. orig. 
refl., lit. hold oneself in a certain respect; 
f. BE- z+HAVE (with the early pronunc. of 
the stressed form preserved); cf. MHG. 
sich behaben maintain oneself, (now) con
duct oneself, behave. Hence behaviour, 
U.S. -ior bihei·vj::.~ deportment, manners 
XV (Caxton) ;1 conduct of life XVI. Early 
forms behavour, behaver, later -your, -iour, on 
the anal. of haver, hmJour, haviour, vars. of 
aver possession (OF. m•eir, avoir :- L. habere 
have, used sb.) infl. by have; cf. demeanour. 

behead bihe·d remove the head of. OE. 
beheafdian, f. BE- 3+heajodHEAD; cf. MHG. 
behoubeten (G. behaupten). 

behemoth bihi·mop, -oup prob. hippo
potamus (Job xl 15). xrv. - Heb. b'hemoth 
(pl. of dignity, 'great or monstrous beast') 
of b'hemiih beast, held to be- Egyptian 
p-ehe-mau water-ox. Cf. Russ. begem6t 
hippopotamus. 

behest bihe·st tpromise; (arch.) command. 
OE. behres+parasitic t :- Germ. *bixaissi-, 
abstr. sb. f. *bixaitan, f. *bi- BE- z+ *xaitan 
bid, call (see HIGHT). 

BELCH 

behind bihai·nd adv., prep. OE. bi-, 
behindan = OS. bihindan; lit. at a place in 
the rear; f. bi Bv+hindan (see HIND 2). 

Hence behi·ndhand XVI; after BEFORE
HAND. 

behold bihou·ld look upon. OE. bihaldan 
(-healdan) = OFris. bihalda, OS. bihaldan, 
(Du. behouden), OHG. bihaltan (G. be
halten); see BE- 2 and HOLD. Eng. alone has 
the sense 'watch, look', the cogn. langs. 
having only the applications derived from 
'hold, occupy, keep', viz. 'maintain, retain'. 

beholden bihou·ldn (arch.) obliged. XIV. 
repr. OE. behealden cautious, assiduous (cf. 
behealdennes observance, regard), pp. of 
behealdan, in the senses 'guard', 'keep', 
'observe' (see prec.). An altered form 
tbeho·lding (xv-xvm) is due to suffix
substitution ( -ING2) to express active 
meaning. 

behoof bihu·f (arch.) use, advantage. OE. 
beh6f, in phr. to .. behOfe for (one's) use or 
needs (cf. behoflic useful, necessary) = 
OFris. bih6j, (M)Du. behoef, MHG. behuof 
(G. behuf), WGerm. f. *bi- BE-+*xof-, 
var. of the base of *xafjan HEAVE. For final 
f instead of v cf. behalf. 

behove bihou·v (arch.) tneed OE.; be 
needful or fitting. XII. OE. behOfian = 
OFris. bihOvia, MLG. behOven, (M)Du. 
behoeven ; f. prec. 

beige bei3 woollen fabric orig. left in its 
natural colours; yellowish-grey. XIX. -F. 
beige (OF. bege), of unkn. origin. 

bejan bi·d3;Jn freshman in a Sc. university. 
XVII. -F. b~iaune, for bee jaune 'yellow
beak', i.e. fledgeling. 

beknown binou·n (dial. exc. as in UN
BEKNOWN) known, familiar. XV. pp. of 
tbeknow acknowledge, recognize (xm), f. 
be- BE- z+KKOW. 

belabour bilei·b;~J tlabour at; lay heavy 
blows on. XVI. f. BE- 4+LABOUR vb., which 
it superseded in these senses. 

belated bilei·tid overtaken by lateness of 
the night; that is too late. xvn. f. BE- 5 
+tlated (XVI), f. LATE+-ED. 

belay bilei· A. beset, surround OE. B. 
(naut.) fasten a running rope round a pin, 
etc. XVI. OE. belecgan = OFris. bilega, Du. 
beleggen, OHG. bileggen (G. belegen) cover, 
surround, invest, survived sporadically in 
ME. bilegge, pt. bileide; from XVI belay 
appears as a new formation; the naut., now 
the only current, sense seems to be modelled 
on Du. beleggen. 

belch beliJ void wind noisily from the 
stomach. xv. perh. shortening of OE. 
belcettan, bylcettan, *bielcettan (:- *'balikat
jan), varying with bealcettan, if not repr. 
an OE. *belcan, *bielcan, rel. to bealcan, 
bcelcan 'eructare', repr. in ME. by balke, belk-e 
(XIV-XVII and mod. dial.); there is also a 
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rare ME. bolke (xv). A Germ. base *balk
"'belk- *bulk- is repr. also by vbs. meaning 
'bray, bellow, low', e.g. Fris. balkje, MLG., 
MDu. belken, LG. (whence G.) bOlken, Du. 
balken, bulken, MG. biilken. 

belcher bd'J;u spotted handkerchief. 
XIX. f. name of the pugilist Jim Belcher 

.(r78I-I8II). 
beldam be·ldorn tgrandrnother; old 

woman; hag. xv. f. bel (OF. belle fair, 
fern. of bel BEAU) as in tbelfather, tbelsire 
grandfather, tbelmoder grandrnoilier-t
DAME; cf. the use of good in tgoodsire, 
tgooddame, and F. bon-papa, bonne-maman. 

beleaguer bili·ga.I besiege, invest. xvr. 
- Du. belegeren, f. be- BE- I -j-leger camp, 
LEAGUER. 

belemnite be·lamnait (geol.) fossil cuttle
fish. xvrr. - modL. belemnites, f. Gr. 
belemnon dart (see -ITE); so called from the 
pop. notion that the fossils were thunder
bolts. 

belfry be·lfri tmovable siege-tower XIII; 
bell-tower xv; bell-chamber XVI. ME. 
berfrey- OF. berfrei, later belfrei, be(l)Jroi 
(mod. beffroi)-Frankish *bergfrio- (repr. by 
MDu. bergfret, MHG. bercfrit, berjrit siege
tower), pro b. f. *bergan protect (OE. beorgan, 
OHG. bergan, G. bergen, etc.)-j- *jrijJUz 
peace, shelter (see FRITH1); the etymol. 
meaning being 'defensive place of shelter'. 
Dissimilation of r . . r gave medL. belfre
dus (cf. PALFREY), OF. belfrei, whence by 
assim. or fall of l, befroi, beffroi; pop. assoc. 
with BELL1 established the Eng. fom1s with 
bel- (xv). 

helga be·lga Belgian monetary unit. xx. 
Use of fern. of L. Belgus Belgian, sc. pecunia 
money or moneta coin. 

BELLY 

adj. used as sb. 'probability, likelihood', 
prob. after the earlier by or of liklyhode xv. 

belittle bili·tl make small; disparage. 
XVIII (orig. Amer.). f. BE- 5-J-LITTLE, 

bell1 bel hollow cup-shaped metal body 
producing a resonant musical sound when 
struck. OE. belle (also in belhring bell
ringing, belhiis bell-chamber)= MLG., 
MDu. belle (Du. bel); a word of the LG. 
area (Ice!. bjalla is - OE.); perh. rei. to 
BELL2• Hence bell vb. put a bell on. XVIII. 

belP bel (techn.) bellow, roar. OE. bellan, 
corr. to OHG. bellan (G. bellen) bark, bray; 
cf. ON. belja and BELLOW. 

belladonna belado·na deadly nightshade 
XVI; drug prepared from this xvm. modL. 
-It. bella donna !it. 'fair lady'; said to be so 
named because in Italy a face cosmetic was 
made from it. 

bellarmine be-lii.Imin large drinking-jug 
with capacious belly and narrow neck, orig. 
designed by the Protestants of Holland in 
ridicule of their opponent Cardinal Bellar
mine (Roberto Francesco Romolo Bellar
mino I542-I62I). XVIII. 

belle bel handsome woman. xvn. F., 
fern. of bel, BEAU. 

belles-lettres bd letr polite literature. 
xvn. F., lit. 'fine letters or literature', 
parallel to beaux arts fine arts ; see BELLE, 
LETTER. Hence belle·triST (cf. G. belletrist 
XVIII), belletri-stiC(AL) XIX. 

bellicose be·likous warlike. xv. - L. 
bellicosus, f. bellicus warlike, f. bellum 
( :- duellum DUEL) ; see -osE. 

belligerent bili·d3aront waging war. XVI. 
Earlier belligerant- L. belligerant-, prp. stem 
of belligeriire, f. belliger waging war, f. 
bellum war-t--ger (see GERENT). 

Belgravia belgrei·via fashionable district 
of London, south of Knightsbridge. XIX Bellona belou·na Roman goddess of war, 
(Thackeray). f. Belgrave (as in B. Square), personification of war or warlike spirit. 
title of the viscounty of the marquess of XVI. L., f. bellum war. 
Westminster; see -IA. bellow be·lou roar as a bull. XIV. ME. 

Belial bi·lial spirit of evil personified; belwe, of uncertain origin; possibly OE. 
the Devil. XIII. - Heb. b'liya'al worthless- (Anglian) *belgan, (WS.) *bielgan (:-
ness, destruction, f. b'li not, without-t-ya'al *balgjan), late bylgan (but this form may be 
use, profit. :- *bulgjan), rei. to OE. bellan BELL 3• 

bellows be·louz instrument used to blow 
belie bilai· tell lies about; be false to. a fire. ME. belwes, belows, pl. of belu, below, 

OE. beleogan = OFris. biliuga, OHG. bi- prob. repr. OE. pl. helga, belgum, of bel(i)g, 
liugan; see BE- r, LIE 2• brel(i)g BELLY, which in late OE. occurs as 

believe bili·v have faith (in). Late OE. bely- abbrev. of earlier blrestbel(i)g 'blowing-bag' 
fan, belefan, replacing, by prefix-substi- = ON. bldstrbelgr; see BLAST, BELLY and 
tution, earlier gelejan, (WS. geliefan) = cf. Sw. bldsbiilg, Da. blresebrelg, G. blasebalg. 
OFris. geleva, OS. giloliian (Du. gelooven), ME. belies, later bellies, Sc. bell(e)is, retained 
OHG. gilouben (G.glauben), Goth.galaubjan the meaning 'bellows' till XVI. The tradi-
:- CGerm. (exc. ON.) *galaulijan hold dear, tiona! pronunc. is (dial.) be· lis (cf. bo·dis, 
cherish, trust in, f. *ga- Y--t- *laulJ- dear, repr. ME. bodies); the present standard 
lief. So belie·f, xu (bileafe), replacing OE. pronunc. is based on the spelling. 
geleafa; the loss of the final syll. resulted in belly be·li A. tbag, pod; tbellows OE.; 
unvoicing of the final cons. tbody XIII; abdomen, paunch, stomach XIV. 

belike bilai·k (arch.) probably. XVI. orig. OE. belig, var. of brel(i)g, WS. biel(i)g, 
by like (varying with of like, i.e. BY, LIKE byl(i)g = MDu. balch, OHG, balg, ON. 
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belgr, Goth. balgs :- CGerm. '*balgiz bag, 
sack, f. '*balg- '*belg- be inflated, swell (cf. 
BILLOW); the same word as that of which 
the pl. appears as BELLOWS. 

belong bilOJ'I) be appropriate to or con
nected (with). XIV. prob. intensive (see 
BE-), f. ME.longen (OE.langian; see LONG); 
cf. (M)Du. belangen concern, be of impor
tance (to). Hence belo·ngings connecting 
circumstances, relations XVII (Sh.); pos
sessions, effects XIX; see -ING1• 

beloved bil.t.·vid, -lA·vd much loved. XIV. 
First with qualifying adv. well, best; pp. of 
(arch.) belove (xm), f. BE- z+LOVE2

• Cf. 
G. beliebt favourite, f. belieben be pleased 
with, like. 

below bilou· beneath, low or lower down. 
XIV (bilooghe; rare before XVI). f. be,:BY+ 
LOW2, on the model of alow, ton lau·, and 
BENEATH. 

belt belt girdle. OE. belt, corr. to OHG. 
balz, ON. belti (Sw. biilte, Da. brelte) :
Germ. '*baltjaz, '*baltjon - L. balteus, -um, 
of Etruscan origin ace. to Varro. 

Beltane be·ltan (Sc.) May-day. xv. 
-Gael. bealltainn ( = Oir. belltaine, Manx 
boaltinn, boaldyn), Celtic name of the First 
of May, on which the heathen Irish lit 
fires and drove cattle through them; re
ferred to OCeltic '*belote(p )niii 'bright fire'. 

beluga bih1·ga great sturgeon; white whale. 
XVIII (in XVII bieluga; in XVI bellougina; 
Hakluyt). - Russ. belUga in the former 
sense, and belukha in the latter, f. belyi 
white+-uga, -ukha, augm. suffixes. 

belvedere belvidi<J·~ turret on a building 
commanding a view. XVI. -(partly through 
F. belvedere) It. belvedere lit. 'fair sight', f. 
bel, bello beautiful+vedere (sb. use of inf.) 
sight; see BEAU, WIT 2• The F. etymol. equiv. 
belvoir bi•v<J~ is current in England as a 
proper name (surnames Beevor, Bever). 

bema bi·ma raised platform; chancel. 
xvn. -Gr. bema step, pace, f. '*ba- go, 
walk (cf. BASIS). 

bemean bimi·n lower in dignity. XVII. 
f. BE- 5 +MEAN2, prob. after demean. 

bemoan bimou·n moan or lament for. 
XVI. rep!. ME. bemene, OE. bemrenan; see 
BE-4, MOAN. 

bemuse bimjii•z stupefy. XVIII (Pope). 
f. BE- z+MUSE 2• 

ben1 ben within XIV; inner; inner room 
xvm. Sc. and north. Eng. var. (unexpl.) of 
ME. bin, binne :- OE. binnan (= OFris. 
binna, (M)LG., (M)Du., (M)G. binnen), 
f. be BY+innan within; see IN and cf. BUT. 

ben 1 ben winged seed of the horse-radish 
tree. xv. -dial. var. ben of Arab. ban. 

ben• ben mountain peak (as in Ben Nevis, 
etc.). XVIII. -Gael. beann = Oir. benn (Ir. 

BENE ESSE 

beann), W. ban prominence, peak, height, 
Gaul. cantoibennicus white peak. 

bench bentJ long seat; justice's seat (XIII, 
RGlouc.). OE. bene= OFris. benk, OS. 
bane, OHG. banch (Du., G. bank), ON. 
'*benkr (Ice!. bekkr) :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
'*baykiz; cf. BANK1• Hence be·ncher one 
who sits on a bench, esp. officially xv; senior 
member of the Inns of Court XVI; see -ER1. 

bend1 bend tribbon, band OE.; (her.) 
ordinary formed by two parallel lines xv. 
OE. bend :- Germ '*bandjo, f. '*band- '*bend
BIND; later coinciding with bende- OF. 
bende (mod. bande) BAND 2• 

bend• bend bow, curve. OE. bendan 
(also, bind, fetter) = MHG. benden, ON. 
benda :- Germ. '*bandjan, f. '*band- BAND1• 

bene bin (arch.) prayer. OE. ben = ON. 
bren :- '*boniz; see BOON1 • 

beneath bini·p adv. in a low or lower 
position; prep. under, underneath. OE. 
bini pan, bineopan ( = OFris. binetha), f. bi 
BY-t-nipan, neopan below, down, orig. from 
below, in fuller form neopane, -one = OS. 
nithana, MLG. neddene, MDu. neden(e), 
Du. beineden, nieden, 0!'1. neoan; f. Germ. 
'*nip- (as in NETHER); for the formation cf. 
BEN\ BUT, and HENCE, etc. 

benedicite benidai·siti tint. bless us! 
bless you! XII (La).); sb. blessing at m~at; 
tblessing, deliverance XIII; (gen.) invocation 
of a blessing ; the canticle beginning 'Bene
dicite omnia opera Domini Domino', '0 
all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord', 
the Song of the Three Children, Dan. iii 
57-90 XVII. 2nd pl. imper. of L. benedicere 
wish well to, bless, f. bene well+dicere say 
(cf. DICTION). In ME. abbrev. to benste. 

benedick be·nidik newly married man. 
Name of a character in Sh. 'Much Ado 
about Nothing' (see esp. v iv roo). Also 
erron. Benedict (Scott). 

Benedictine benidi·ktin (monk or nun) 
of the order of St. Benedict, founded by 
him c. 529. XVII. - F. benedictin or modL. 
benedictinus, f. Benedictus; see -INE1• So 
benedi·ctine liqueur made by these monks. 
XIX. - F. benedictine (sc. liqueur), fern. of 
above adj. 

benediction benidi·kJan blessing. xv. 
- (O)F. benediction- L. benedictio(n-), f. 
benedict-, benedicere bless, f. bene well+ 
dicere speak; see DICTION and cf. BENISON. 

Benedictus benidi·kt<Js. XVI. First word, 
L. benedictus blessed (see prec.), used as 
the title, of (i) the canticle of Zacharias 
(Luke i 68) beginning 'Benedictus Dominus 
Deus Israel', (ii) 'Benedictus qui venit in 
nomine Domini' (Matt. xxi 9, etc.) in the 
Mass, used as the title of either of these and 
of the settings to which they are sung. 

bene esse bi·ni e·si state of well-being. 
XVII. L. phr., 'well to be', used sb.; bene 
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well, f. *'dwenos, L. bonus good; esse, f. *es
(see BE). 

benefaction benifa:·kf;m doing good; en
dowment. XVII. - late L. benefactio(n-), f. 
benefact-, beneficere; see BENEFICE, BENEFIT, 
-TION. So benefacTOR be·nifa:kt;u, xv. 
-late L. 

benefice be·nifis tkindness, favour, bene
fit; ecclesiastical living. XIV. -OF. benefice 
(mod. benefice profit, perquisite)- L. bene
ficium favour, support, (military) pro
motion, f. (after beneficus BENEFICENT) bene 
well (rei. to bonus good; cf. BOON 2)+fic-, 
var. of stem of facere do, make; see FACT 
and cf. OFFICE. So benefiCIAL benifi•f;,l, XV. 
-F. or late L. benefi·ciARY holding (holder 
of) a benefice XVII. - L. ; cf. F. beneficiaire. 
From the L. stem benefic- are also bene
ficENCE bine·fis::~ns XVI, bene·ficENT XVII. 
- F. - L. beneficentia, •-ficent-. 

benefit be·nifit tgood or kind deed xrv; 
advantage xv. Late ME. benfe(e)t- AN. 
benfet, OF. bienfet, -fait :- L. benefactum 
good deed, kind service, f. bene facere do 
well ; assim. of the first syll. to L. bene
appears xv, and the change of -jet t -fit xvr. 
Hence be·nefit vb. xvr. 

benevolence bine·v::~l::~ns disposition to do 
good XIV (Ch.); enforced gift of money xv. 
-OF. benivolence- L. benevolentia well
wishing, f. benevolent-, -ens, prp. stem of 
bene velle wish well (cf. WILL). So bene·
volENT. xv. -OF. benivolent. 

Bengali bel)g5·li pert. to Bengal, a pro
vince of India ; native or language of B. 
xrx. An Eng. formation (also sp. -ee) on 
Bengal (in early Eur. use Bangala, Bemgala, 
Bengala). The native name of the language is 
baygabha~a language of Bal)ga, i.e. Bengal. 

benight binai·t (pass.) be overtaken by 
the darkness of night. xv. f. BE- 6+NIGHT. 

benign binai·n kindly. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- (O)F. benigne fern., benin m. :- L. benigna, 
-us, prob. for benigenus, f. bene weil+-genus 
(see -GENOus). For the formation cf. 
MALIGN and for the sense-development cf. 
L. gentilis GENTLE, Gr. genna£os, L. generosus 
GENEROUS and K!ND2 • So benignant 
bini·gn::~nt gracious, favourable. XVIII. f. 
BENIGN or L. benignus, after malignant. 
Not in diets. before r8oo, though used by 
Burke and Boswell. beni·gDITY. xrv (Ch., 
Wyclif). -OF. or L. 

benison be·niz::~n, -s::~n (arch.) blessing, 
benediction. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. 
bene(y)sun- OF. beneifun, beneis(s)on :- L. 
benedictionem BENEDICTION, 

benjamin be•nd3::~min. XVI. Alteration of 
early var. benjoin of BENZOIN, by assoc. with 
the name Benjamin. 

bent1 bent (arch.) grassy plain, field XIV; 
reedy or rush-like grass xv. repr. OE. 
beonet, found as an el. of place-names, e.g. 
Beonetleah (Bentley), perh, 'meadow of 

BEREAVE 

stiff grass'; corr. to OS. binet, OHG. binw: 
(G. binse, orig. pl., rush, reed, stout grass 
of marshland) :- WGerm. *binut-, of unkn. 
origin. 

bent• bent tcurved position; inclination, 
tendency; extent to which a bow may be 
bent (fig. in 'to the top of my bent', Sh.). 
xv. prob. f. BEND 2 on the analogy of pairs 
like descend, descent, extend, extent. 

benthos be·np;>s (zoo!.) flora and fauna of 
the sea-bottom. xrx (Haeckel). - Gr. 
benthos depth of the sea. 

benumb binA·m render insensible. xv. 
f. tbenombe, tbenomme, earlier tbenomen, 
pp. of tbenim, OE. beniman take away 
( = OFris. benima), f. be- BE- 3 +niman take; 
see NIM, NUMB. 

benzene benzi·n (chem.) the hydrocarbon 
CaH6• f. BENZOIC acid, whence it is derived; 
earlier benzine {now used for a mixture of 
petroleum hydrocarbons), after Mitscher
lich (r833), benzene being due to A. W. 
Hofmann. The name was changed by 
Liebig in r834 to be·nzoL, whence be·nzo
line ( -INE5), impure benzene, etc. The 
comb. form is benz(o)-. 

benzoin be·nzoUin resin obtained from the 
tree Styrax benzoin xvr; genus of trees 
(Benjamin tree); (chem.) bitter almond oil, 
camphor xrx. Early forms also belzoin, 
bengewine, benjoine, etc.- F. benjoin, repr. 
Sp. bengui, Pg. beiJoim, It. benzoi, for 
*lobenzoi, *lobenjui (lo- being taken for the 
definite article) - Arab. lubdn-jawi 'frank
incense of Java'. Forms with z, seemingly 
from It., prevailed in Eng. and in Du., G. 
benzoe. Hence benzo·rc acid C7H 60 2 • xvm. 

bequeath bikwi·o tutter, declare; assign 
(property), esp. by will. OE. becwepan, f. 
BE- 4+cwepan say (see QUOTH); a term 
of the traditional language of wills; orig. 
a str. vb. (becwepan, becwrep, beczveden), it 
acquired weak inflexions in xv. 

bequest bikwe·st act of bequeathing, 
legacy. XIV (R. Mannyng). ME. bequeste, 
-quyste, f. (after BEQUEATH) BE·+tquiste 
(Havelok), repr. OE. -cwiss (only in comps.), 
rep!. cwide saying, decree, sentence, will, 
testament; OE. -cwiss=Goth. -qiss :-Germ. 
*kweptiz, f. *kwep- say (see QUOTH); for the 
parasitic t cf. BEHEST. 

berate birei-t rate severely. XVI. f. BE- 4+ 
RATE vb.; appears to have become obs. in 
England, but to have survived in U.S.A. 

Berber b::i• .Ib;>.I. XIX. Ancient Arabic name 
of the aboriginal people to the west and 
south of Egypt; applied to one of the three 
great subdivisions of the Hamitic group of 
languages. 

bereave biri·v despoil, leave destitute, etc. 
OE. bereafian = OFris. birti<Ji·:J, OS. biri5lion 
(Du. beroven), OHG. biroubOn (G. berauben), 
Goth. biraubon :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) "'bi
raufiOjan, f. bi· BE• 3 + *rauoojan REAVE. 
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BERET 

Pt. and pp. bereft is developed normally 
from OE. bereajode, bereajod; bereaved is 
a new formation. 

beret be·rei round flat peakless cloth cap. 
XIX. -F. beret Basque cap- s.w. F. dial. 
berret, Pr. berret (see BIRETTA). 

bergamot1 ba·.Ig;>mot A. the tree Citrus 
Bergamia XVII ; aromatic oil derived there
from; tsnuff scented therewith XVIII; kind 
of mint, Mentha citrata XIX. B. kind of 
tapestry XIX. Presumably both uses derive 
from Bergamo, a town of Lombardy, Italy; 
but the early sp. burg-, bourg- in A raises 
doubts. 

bergamot2 b;i•Jg;:)mot kind of pear. xvu. 
-F. bergamotte- It. bergamotta- Turk. beg
armiidi, f. beg prince, BEG 2+armiidi pear 
(cf. synon. G. furstenbirne 'prince's pear'). 

beriberi be·riberi disease marked by 
paralytic weakness prevalent in India. XIX. 
Sinhalese; redupl. of beri weakness. So F. 
beriberi ( -berii xvm). 

berlin, berline ba·.zlin, b;:).zli·n four
wheeled carriage. XVI!! (Swift). -F. berline 
(whence in G.), f. Berlin, name of the capital 
of Prussia; introduced (xvii) by an architect 
of the Elector of Brandenburg. 

berm b5.Im (forti£.) narrow space between 
rampart and ditch. XVIII. - F. berme - Du. 
berm, prob. rel. to ON. barmr brim. 

berry be·ri small globular or ovate fruit. 
OE. beri(g)e; cognates are in all the Germ. 
langs., with variation in form and gender, 
viz. OS. beri (in winberi grape), MDu. bere, 
(M)Du. bezie (Du. bes), OHG. beri(G. beere), 
ON. ber (Da. b;er), Goth. basi (only in ace. 
pl. weinabasja), f. Germ. "'basj-, "'bazj-, 
perh. rel. ult. to OE. basu red. 

berserker b5·.Isa.Ik;:).I; also be·rserk Norse 
warrior who fought with frenzied fury. 
XIX (Scott). - Icel. berserkr, ace. berserk, 
prob. f. bern-, bjQrn BEAR1 +serkr coat, SARK, 
but otherwise expl. as f. berr BARE, whence 
Eng. baresark (Carlyle, etc.). 

berth b5.I]:> (naut.) convenient sea-room 
(hence fig. phr. give a 'lvide berth to) XVII; 
situation or office on board ship ; appoint
ment, job; sleeping-place on board ship 
xvm. Early vars. birth, byrth; pro b. f. 
BEAR 2 -t--TH', with ref. to the nautical sense 
of the vb. 'sail in a certain direction' (cf. 
''When a ship sailes with a large wind 
towards the land .• we say she beares in 
with the land ... And when she would not 
come neere the land, but goeth more 
Roome-way than her course, wee say she 
beares off'. Capt. Smith, 1627). 

bertha ba·.I):>;>, berthe ba.I]:> deep falling 

BEST 

deriv. Rom. vb. •berilltire gave F. briller; 
see BRILLIANT.) t]J The use of the beryl in 
reliquaries and monstrances led to its use 
by opticians, whence (O)F. berille, bericle, 
modF. besicles, and G. brille spectacles. 

beseech bisNJ beg earnestly, supplicate. 
xn. f. BE- 2+seche, SEEK; cf. OFris. beseka, 
pp. -socht. Forms repr. by the type beseek 
were current XI!I-XVII (e.g. Sh., First Folio); 
the normal pt. and pp. form is besought 
(ME. bisohte, bisoht), but beseeched has been 
current since xvr. 

beseem bisi·m tseem; (arch.) suit, befit. XIII. 
f. BE- 2+SEEM. 

beset bise·t A. surround, invest, besiege 
OE. ; B. tbestow xu. OE. besettan = 
OFris. bisetta, OS. bisettian (Du. bezetten), 
OHG. bisezzan (G. besetzen), Goth. bisatjan; 
CGerm. (exc. ON.), f. "'bi- BE- I, 4+ *satjan 
SET1

• 

beshrew biJrii· tdeprave, corrupt; (arch.) 
curse. XIV. f. BE- 2+SHREW. 

beside, besides bisai·d(z) tby the side 
(of); outside (of), apart (from); in addition 
(to). XIII (La3.). Early ME. biside, bisides, 
repr. OE. be sfdan, i.e. be BY, d. sg. of side 
SIDE ; for the -es form see -s. Cf. Du. 
bezijden, MHG. besit, besite(n). 

besiege bisi·d3 lay siege to. XIII (RGlouc.). 
f. (by substitution of prefix BE-) ME. assiege 
(xm) - OF. asegier (mod. assieger) = Pr. 
assetjar, Sp. asediar, It. assediare :-Rom. 
*assedictire, f. L. ad As-+"'sedicum SIEGE. 

besmirch see BE- 2, SMIRCH. XVI (Sh.). 

besom bi·z"m broom. OE. besema, besma 
= OFris. besma, OS. besmo (Du. bezem), 
OHG. besamo (G. besen) :- WGerm. '*bes
mo, of unkn. origin. For the dial. applica
tion to women cf. malkin and G. besen 
servant-girl, wench. 

bespeak bispi·k tspeak or call out OE. ; 
speak for, order ; speak to, address xvr ; tell 
of, indicate xvn. OE. bisprecan = OFris. 
bispreka, OS. besprekan (Du. bespreken), 
OHG.bisp1'ehhan(G.besprechen); CWGerm. 
f. "'bi- BE- I+ *sprekan SPEAK. There seems to 
be little historical connexion between the 
Eng. groups of senses, which have prob. 
arisen independently from different uses of 
the prefix. In ordinary colloq. use sur
viving only in pp. bespoke (of work com
missioned). 

besprent bispre·nt (arch.) sprinkled. XIV. 
pp. of ME. besprenge, OE. besprengan, f. BE
I +sprengan sprinkle:- Germ. *spraygjan, 
causative of "'spreygan SPRING2• So be
spri·nkle. xvr (earlier tbesprengil xv). 

collar. XIX. -F. berthe, anglicized as bertha, Bessemer (steel, iron) be·sim;>J f. name of 
a use of the fern. proper name F. Berthe, inventor of an iron and steel process, Sir 
Eng. Bertha. Henry Bessemer, in 1856. 

beryl be·ril precious stone. xm. - (O)F. best best most good or well. OE. betest 
beryl, beril (mod. beryl) :- L. beryllu-s - inflected betsta, etc., adv. betost, betst = 
Gr. bbullos, prob. of foreign origin. (The OFris., OS. (Du.) best, OHG. be:;~st-o 
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(G. best), ON. bezt-r, bazt-r, Goth. batist-s 
:- CGerm. *batist-az, super!. of *bat-; see 
BETTER, -EST. Best man groomsman, and 
best maid bridesmaid, are of Sc. origin 
(xvm). Hence best vb. get the better of 
XIX; of dial. origin; cf. worst (xvu). 

bested, bestead biste·d (arch.) situated, 
circumstanced. XIII. ME. bistad, f. bi- BE- 2 
+stad- ON. staddr, pp. of steiJja place, 
with later assim. to native sted, STEAD. 

bestial' be·sti<~l (chiefly Sc.) cattle. XIV. 
- OF. bestial - late L. bestitilis, used sb. 
(Earlier ME. bestaile- OF. bestaille- medL. 
bestitilia, n. pl. of bestitilis used as fern. sg.) 
See next. 

bestial2 be•sti<~l of beasts, like a beast. 
XIV( Gower).- (O)F. bestial-late L. bestitilis, 
f. bestia BEAST; see -IAL. So bestia·lnY. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. bestialite. 

bestiary be·sti<Jri treatise about beasts. 
XIX. - medL. bestitirium, f. bestia BEAST ; 
see -ARY. Cf. (O)F. bestiaire. 

bestir bista·.I rouse to activity. XIV. f. 
BE- 2+sTIR. (Not continuous with OE. 
bestyrian heap up.) 

bestow bistou· place or stow away; apply. 
XIV. ME. bistowen, f. BE- 2 + OE. stow place 
(see sTow). Hence bestow·alxviii; see -AL 2 • 

bestrew bistrii• strew with. OE. bistreowian 
(cf. Du. bestroojen, MHG. bestrouwen), f. 
BE- I +STREW. 

bestride bistrai·d sit upon with legs 
astride. OE. bistridan; see BE- 4 and STRIDE, 
and cf. MDu., MLG. bestriden. 

bet bet lay a wager. XVI. The sb. and vb. 
appear in the last decade of XVI, and it is 
uncertain which is prior ; perh. aphetic of 
ABET in the sense 'instigation, support (of 
a cause)', the vb. being then derived from 
the sb. 

beta bi·t<J second letter of the Gr. alphabet, 
beta; applied techn. to things of a second 
order or rank. XIX. 

betake bitei·k thand over, commit, com
mend XIII (La3., RG!ouc.); refl. commit 
oneself XVI; refl. resort, go XVII. f. BE- 2+ 
TAKE; in ME. functioning as a var. of 
tbeteach, OE. betii!can (f. be-+tii!can show, 
TEACH). 

betel bi-t<~! leaf of the plant Piper betle, 
chewed by Indians with areca nut. XVI. 
- Pg. betel- Malayalam vettila. 

b@te noire beit nwii.I object of aversion. 
XIX. F. 'black beast', fig. insufferable 
person or thing. 

Bethel be·]J<~l hallowed spot (Gen. xxviii 
17) XVII; Nonconformist chapel XIX. - Heb. 
bethel, f. beth house+ el God. 

bethink bipi·IJk think about; (refl.) tcollect 
one's thoughts OE. ; reflect, recollect XIII. 
OE. bipencan = OFris. bithanka, bithenzia, 
OS. bithenkian, OHG. bidenken (Du., G. 

BETWEEN 

bedenken), Goth. bipagkjan; CGerm. (exc. 
ON.), f. '*bi- BE- 4+'*]Jar;kjan THINK. 

betide bitai·d happen. XIII. f. BE- 2+ 
tide(n) (see TIDE). Surviving mainly in 
woe betide •• ! 

betimes bitai·mz at an early time, in good 
time. XIV. f. betime (XIII), f. be BY+TIME; 
see-s. 

betoken bitou·kn signify, be a token of. 
xu. OE. *bitticnian = OFris. biteknia, Du. 
beteekenen, OHG. bizeichanon (G. be
zeichnen); see BE- 2, TOKEN. 

beton be·t<Jn kind of concrete. XIX. - F. 
beton, OF. betun = Pr. betun cement :- L. 
bitumen mineral pitch, BITUMEN. 

betony be·t;mi purple-flowered labiate plant. 
XIV. - (O)F. betaine- popL. *betonia for 
betonica, in Pliny vettonica, said by him to 
be a Gaulish name of a plant discovered by 
a Spanish tribe named Vettones. 

betray bitrei· give up treacherously XIII; 
reveal involuntarily XVI; show signs of xvn. 
f. BE- 2+ttray (XIII)- OF. trair (mod. 
trahir) = Pr. trair, It. tradire- L. tradere 
deliver up (see TRADITION, TREASON). Hence 
betray·al XIX; see -AL 2• 

betroth bitrou·l'> engage with promise to 
marry. XIV. ME. betroupe, betreupe, f. 
BE- 6+troupe, treupe, TRUTH, later assim. 
to TROTH. Hence betro·thAL XIX; after 
espousal. 

better be·t<J.I compar. of good (OE.) and 
of well (XIII). OE. betera (m. adj.) = OFris. 
betera, OS. betiro (Du. beter), OHG. be;iro 
(G. besser), ON. betri, Goth. batiza :
CGerm. *batizon, f. *bat-, rei. to OE. bot 
remedy, compensation, BOOT2, betan im
prove, remedy. The OE. compar. adv. was 
bet, which survived till XVII = OFris., OS. 
bet (Du. bet-), ON. betr :-Germ. *batiz 
(cf. also OS., OHG. bat, G. bass). Hence 
be·tter vb. XIV. (Not continuous with OE. 
gebeterian, corr. to OFris. beteria, etc.) 
be·tter-MENT. XVIII (orig. U.S.). 

Betty be·ti dim. of Bet, abbrev. of Elizabet, 
-beth, applied like many other hypocoristic 
forms to various instruments or implements 
(e.g. burglar's jemmy XVII). tjJ The allusion 
in all my eye and Betty Martin is unkn. 

between bitwi·n in the space which sepa
rates two points; (in wider sense) amid, 
amongst. OE. betweonum (beside betweon 
and betweonan), f. Germ. *bi BY+ *tweon :
*twixnai (cf. OFris. twine two each, Goth. 
tweihnai two together, two each), formation 
with n-suffix (cf. L. bini two at a time, and 
TWIN) on *twix- (whence OE. tweo, OS. 
tweho, OHG. zweho doubt, difference, any 
adv. twih in OE. mid unc twih between us 
two) :-IE. *dweik- *dwik- (repr. by Skr. 
dvikds consisting of two, Russ. dvoj/>.1 pair), 
f. '*dwo TWO. 

In OE. tweonum occurs in C<>ncord with 
a sb. in the dative pl. governed by be, as 



BEURRE 

several times in be smm tweonum 'between 
seas', and once in be 'lt'erum tzvionum among 
men; cf. Goth. mi]J tzveihnaim markom 
between two borders. So betwixt bitwi·kst 
ME. bitwixte (La3., later text), OE. betweohs, 
betweox, betwux, betwyx, also betweoxn, corr. 
to OFris. bituischa, bituiskum; f. Germ. *bi 
nv+ *twisk-, repr. also by OFris. tu•iska, 
OS. tzvisc, OHG. zwiski two each, twofold, 
(M)HG. zwischen adv.-prep. between (short 
for OHG. in and untar zwisken in the midst 
of two), Du. tisschen, f. *twa Two+*-isk
-ISH1. 

beurre boTei mellow variety of pear. 
XVIII. F. 'buttered, buttery', f. beurre butter 
:- L. biityrum - Gr. bouturon. 

bevel be·v;:,l adj. having two equal acute 
alternate angles XVI ; oblique xvn; sb. 
joiner's tool for setting off angles; obtuse 
angle XVII. -OF. *bevel (whence Sp. 
baivel), F. beveau, bi1-•eau, buveau, beauveau 
(xvr), f. OF. baif open··mouthed, f. baer 
(see BAY 3

); cf. OF. bever give bias to. 
bever bi·v;:,.r (obs. or dial.) snack between 

meals. XIV. -AN. bevn, OF. beivre drink
ing, drink, sb. use of beivre (mod. boire) :
L. bibere drink (cf. I:v!BIBE). 

beverage be·v~rid3 drink. XIII (beverech, 
-ege). -OF. bevrage, beuvrage (mod. 
breuvage) =·~ Pr. beuratje, Sp. bebrage, It. 
beveraggio :- Rom. *biberiiticum, f. L. bibere 
drink; see prec. and -AGE. 

bevy be·vi company of ladies, birds, etc. 
xv. Of unkn. origin. 

bewail biwei·l wail over. XIII. f. BE- 4+ 
WAIL; after synon. OE. begretan, besorgian, 
bewepan BEWEEP. 

beware biw£;J".I take care. XIII (RGlouc.). 
orig. be war, i.e. BE imper., inf., or pres. 
subj., and war WARE 2 ; used mostly only 
where be (not am, etc.) is the appropriate 
verbal form, but formerly also inflected 
tbezvared, tbewaring. Cf. BEGONE. 

beweep biwi·p (arch.) weep for or over. 
OE. bezcepan ( = OFris. biwepa, OS. bi
wopian), f. BE- 4+wepan WEEP. 

bewilder biwi-ld;:,.r confuse. XVII. f. BE
z+twilder lose one's way, cause to lose 
one's way, perh. back-formation from 
WILDERNESS. 

bewitch biwi·tJ affect by witchcraft or 
magic. XIII. f. BE- z+wrTCH (OE. zviccian). 

bewray birei· (arch.) betray. XIII. f. BE- z+ 
ME. wreie, OE. wregan accuse = OFris. 
wreia, OS. wrogian, OHG. ruogen (G. 
riigen), ON. ra'gja :- CGerm. •wrogjan (in 
Goth. wrohjan), of unkn. origin. 

bey bei Turkish governor. xvr. - Osmanli 
bey, mod. pronunc. of BEG 2• 

beyond bijo·nd at or to the farther side. 
OE. beg(e)ondan, f. be BY+g(e)ondan from 
the farther side :- Germ. *jandana, f. *jand
YOND. 

BI-

bezant be·z:mt gold coin. XIII (be))sannt, 
Orm). -OF. besant, nom. besanz :- L. 
Byzantius (sc. nummus coin), adj. of Byzan
tium, Gr. Buzdntion, the modern Istanbul 
(Constantinople), \vhere it was first coined. 
So bezanty be·z;:,nti (her.) charged with 
or formed ofbezants. XVII (earlier anglicized 
besauntid 'Book of St. Albans'). -AN. 
besante; see -y 6 • 

bezantler bei·zrentl~.r second branch of 
a deer's horn. xvr. -AN. *besantouiller, 
f. OF. bes- BIS-+andouiller ANTLER. 

bezel be·z;:,l sloping edge or side. XVII. 
-OF. *beset (mod. beseau, bizeau; cf. Sp. 
bisel), of unkn. origin. Early synon. forms 
are basil, bazil- F. basile angle of inclina
tion in a carpenter's plane. 

bezique b;:,zi·k card-game. XIX. -F. 
besigue also besy, perh. - Pers. biizichi, bazi 
sport, play. 

bezoar bi·zou;:,.r, be·zou~.r tantidote; in
testinal calculus (orig. that obtained from 
the wild goat of Persia) supposed to act as 
an antidote. xv. Attested in a great variety 
of forms repr. F. bezahar(d), OF. bezar 
(mod. bbioard), Sp. bezdr, modL. beza(h)ar 
-Arab. bezahr, var. of bazahr, biidizahr 
- Pers. piidzahr, f. pad protector + zahr 
stone. 

bezonian bizou·ni;:,n raw recruit; ruffian. 
XVI. f. It. bisogno need, want, needy recruit 
+-rAN. The It. and F. forms, bi-, besognio, 
besogne, were also in use xvr-xvii. 

bhang, bang brei) Indian variety of hemp 
chewed or smoked. xvr. orig. - Pg. bangue, 
afterwards assim. to Pers. bang (whence 
Arab. banj), and 'Urdu, etc. bhang, bhang, 
bhung :- Skr. bhaizga hemp. 

bheesty bi·sti Indian servant who supplies 
water. XVIII. -(Urdu-) Pers. bihishti, f. 
bihisht paradise. 

hi- b;:,i repr. L. bi- (earlier dui- = Gr. di-, 
Skr. dvi-) twice, doubly, two-, in L. chiefly 
in adj. forn1ations on sb. stems, as BICEPS, 
bicolor of two colours, biformis of two forms, 
bisulcus two-furrowed, also with pp. ending, 
as bicameriitus ( cf. BICAMERAL), biformiitus 
of two forms; in a few, e.g. BIFID, the 
formation is on a vb.-stem. The prefix 
appears in Eng. first in adoptions from F., 
as bigam XIII (cf. BIGAMous), later in adop
tions or adaptations of L. words, as biforked 
XVI, BIFURCATE, bijormed XVI (L. biformis), 
bifront two-faced XVI (L. bifrons ), bipartite 
xvr (L. bipartftus); from xvn the L. analogy 
was widely extended and the prefix used 
with any adj. to express that a quality or 
property is doubled or repeated; in mod. 
scientific terminology forms in -ate, -ated 
are most freq. employed. 
On the model of BIENNIAL, bi-monthly, by

yearly (xrx) are used for 'occurring every 
two months/years'; but in U.S.A. forma
tions of this type are used for 'occurring or 



BIAS 

appearing twice in a --' (otherwise ex
pressed by semi-). 

In chem. bi- denotes the presence in a 
compound of twice the amount of acid, etc. 
that is indicated by the simple term. 

bias bai·;}s oblique; sb. oblique line, 
inclination; adv. XVI. - (O)F. biais = Pr. 
biais (whence It. biescio ), Cat. biax, biaix, 
referred by Diez to late L. bifacem, -fax 
looking two ways, f. L. bi- BI-+fades FACE, 
after Gr. 8mpoaw7Tos. Hence bi·as vb. xvn. 

bib bib drink, tipple. XIV. poss.- L. 
bibere drink (cf. IMBIBE); but perh. indepef,l
dently imit. (cf. the var. beb xv, surviving 
in Yorks dial.) ; preserved in arch. wine
bibber (Prov. xxiii 30, etc.; wyne bebber, 
Coverdale, who was a Yorks man). Hence 
perh. bib sb. cloth to protect the front of 
a child's dress XVI; also, front upper part 
of dress or apron XVII; whence in phr. best 
band and bib (xvm), best bib and tucker. 

bibelot bi·b;}lou small curio. XIX. F., 
alteration of earlier bimbelot, OF. beubelot, 
dim. of "'belbel, redupl. of bel beautiful (see 
BEAU, BELLE; cf. bonbon). 

Bible bai·bl the Holy Scriptures XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. bible = Pr. bibla, Sp. 
biblia, It. bibbia - ecclL. biblia, n. pl. taken 
in Rom. as fern. sg. -Gr. (ta) biblia 'the 
books'. The Gr. sg. biblion, dim. of blblos, 
bublos papyrus, scroll, roll, book (of Sem. 
origin) lost its dim. sense and became the 
ordinary word for 'book' before its applica
tion (as in LXX) to the Hebrew and Christian 
sacred scriptures. 

biblio- bi·bliou, bibli<>· repr. Gr. biblio-, 
stem of bibllon (see prec.), as in biblio·
GRAPHY- F. or modL. (bibliographia list or 
account of books on a particular subject) 
-Gr. bibliograph£a writing of books; bib
Iio·GRAPHER, bi:bliOGRA·PHICAL; bi:blio
MA'NIA, after F. bibliomanie; bi·blioPHILE 
(-F.); all used by Dibdin. 

bibulous bi·bjll.l;}S given to much drinking, 
tippling. xvn. f. L. bibulus, f. bibere drink; 
see IMBIBE, -ULOUS. 

bicameral qaikre·m;}r:~l having two legisla
tive chambers. XIX. f. BI- + L. camera 
CHAMBER+-AL1• 

bice bais tbrownish-grey XIV; shade of 
blue obtained from smalt xv; pigment 
yielding this xvr. - (O)F. bis dark-grey = 
Pr. bis, It. bigio, of unkn. origin. From the 
F. collocations azur bis dark blue, vert bis 
dark green, erron. transferred in Eng. to 
blue and green pigments, and the colours 
yielded by them. 

biceps bai·seps (anat.) muscle of upper 
arm and thigh. XVII. - L. biceps ( -cipit-) two
headed, f. BI-+-ceps, rei. to caput (capit-) 
HEAD. 

bicker1 bi·k;}.I tskirmish XIII (RGlouc.); 
altercation XIV. ME. biker, beker, of unkn. 
origin : the tennination suggests a frequent. 

BIDE 

.formation (-ER5) on a base •bik- or "'bek-, 
perh. that of beak vb. (XIII) strike with the 
beak, peck. So bi·cker vb. XIII (bikering, 
RGlouc.). 

bicker~ bi•ka.1 Sc. form of BEAKER. XV. 

bickern bi·k;}.m anvil with two taper ends. 
XVI (bycorne). -F. bigorne- Pr. bigorna (cf. 
Sp. vigornia, It. bicornia), f. L. bicornis two
homed, f. bi- BI-+cornu HORN. Altered to 
beak-iron (XVII) by assim. to BEAK and IRON. 

bicycle bai·sikl two-wheeled velocipede. 
XIX. -F. bicycle, f. BI-+Gr. kUklos circle, 
wheel, CYCLE. 

bid bid pt. (in D) bade bred, beid, (in B) 
bid; pp. (in D) bidden, (in B and C) bid. A. 
ask, pray; B. offer; C. announce; D. com
mand. The present forms repr. OE. str. vb. 
biddan, pt. bred, biedon, I?P· beden ask, ent~;eat, 
demand= OFris. bidda, bidia, OS. biddian, 
MDu. bidden, OHG. (G.) bitten, ON. biaja, 
Goth. bidjan :- CGerm. "'biajan, f. base 
"'befJ-, repr. by OE.gebed, bed!htts (see BEAD), 
of which the ultimate connexions are unkn. 
The present meanings combine those of 

this vb. with those of OE. beodan, pt. bi!ad, 
budon, pp. boden offer, proclaim, announce, 
command, decree= OFris. biada, OS. 
biodan, (M)Du. bieden, OHG. biotan (G. 
bieten), ON. bj6aa, Goth. biudan, repr. IE. 
"'bheudh- "'bhudh- (whence Gr. peuthesthai, 
puthesthai inform oneself, ascertain, and 
many forms in Aryan, Slavonic, and Celtic). 
OE. biddan had already acquired the sense 
'command', and the similarity of several of 
the ME. forms of the two vbs. furthered the 
unification of the two words. The sense 
'announce, proclaim' is obs. unless it sur
vives in the phr. bid the banns. 

Bidding prayer (xvn), which is now appre
hended as meaning 'prayer in which the 
supplications of the people are asked or 
enjoined' is a perversion of bidding prayers, 
bidding of the (common) prayers, of which 
earlier forms were bidding of the beads, beads 
bidding (see BEAD), i.e. praying of (the) 
prayers, the shift of meaning being assisted 
by the obsolescence of the sense 'pray' of 
bid. 
The origin of the pp. bidden, superseding 

ME. beden, beden, is obscure; it reacted 
upon the pt., producing the var. bid. 

biddy bi·di chicken, fowl. XVII (Sh.), 
per h. a use of Biddy, pet-form of Bridget; 
cf. the dial. use of Betty and Molly for the 
hedge-sparrow, and Jenny for the wren. 
See also CHICKABIDDY. 

bide baid remain; wait; wait for OE.; 
endure, suffer XIII. OE. bidan, pt. bad, 
bidon, pp. biden = OS. bidan (MDu. biden), 
OHG. bitan (G. dial. beiten), ON. bioa, 
Goth. beidan :- CGerm. "'biaan; formally 
identical with Gr. peithii, etc. (see BID), but 
the connexion of sense is not clear; the carr. 
short base is repr. by OE. andJbidian and 
ON. bioa wait. 
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BIELD 

bield bild tboldness OE; tconfidence, 
comfort, resource XIII ; tprotector XIV; 
(Sc. and north. Eng.) refuge, shelter xv. 
OE. beldu (WS. bieldu) = OHG. baldi, 
Goth. bal]Jei boldness, confidence :- Germ. 
"'balpjon, f. *bal]Jaz BOLD. 

biennial baie·nial lasting two years; re
curring every two years. XVII. f. L. biennis 
of two years, biennium space of two years ; 
see BI- and ANNUAL. t]J So triennial, quadren
nial, quinquennial, sexennial, septennial, 
octennial, decennial, all of similar date exc. 
quinquennial (xv, Fortescue). 

bier bia.z stand for a corpse. OE. ber (WS. 
bli!r) = OFris. here, OS., OHG. biira (G. 
bahre) :- WGerm. "'hero (whence (O)F. biere, 
Pr. hera), f. "'beran BEAR; the sp. with ie dates 
from c. r6oo. 

biestings var. of BEESTINGS. 

biff bif (sl.) sb. and vb. hit. XIX. imit. Cf. 
earlier (dial.) heft, beff, hajj (xvi). 

biffin bi·fin variety of apple XVIII; baked 
apple XIX. Also beejin, dial. pronunc. of 
beefing, f. BEEF, in ref. to the deep-red 
colour of the apple; for the suffix cf. golding, 
jenneting, sweeting, wilding. 

bifid bai·fid cleft in two XVII. - L. bijidus, 
f. hi- BI- + "'fid-, base of findere cleave (see 
FISSILE). 

bifurcate bai·f;i.zkeit fork into two. XVII. 
f. medL. bifurctitus, f. L. bifurcus two
forked, f. hi- BI-+furca FORK; see -ATE3

• 

Hence bifurcA·TION. xvn. Cf. earlier 
biforked (xvi). 

big big tstrong, stout XIII; advanced in 
pregnancy; of great bulk XVI. The earliest 
exx. are from northerly texts; of unkn. 
origin, possibly Scand. The existence of the 
gen. current sense before XVI is doubtful. 

bigamy bi·gami marriage during the life
time of an existing husband or wife XIII ; 
(hist.) marriage of or with a widow or 
widower XVI. - (O)F. bigamie, f. bigame 
(whence ME. bigam) - late L. bigamus, f. 
L. hi- m-+Gr. -gamos married. Hence 
bi•gamous XIX, bi·gamiST XVII. 

bigaroon big:Jrii·n large whiteheart cherry. 
XVII (bigarreau, bigarro, biguar). - F. bi
garreau- modPr. bigarreu, f. bigarra varie
gate. The form in -oon is of Eng. origin. 

biggin1 bi·gin child's cap, nightcap. xvr. 
-F. btfguin, f. Beguine BEGUINE. 

biggin2 bi·gin kind of coffee-pot. XIX. 
f. name of inventor. 

bight bait bend, angle OE. ; as a geogra
phical feature xv ; loop of a rope XVII ; bay 
XVI. OE. byht :- "'buxtiz; cf. (M)LG. bucht 
(whence Du. bocht, G. bucht, Sw., Da. bugt) 
:- "'bug-, short stem of *beug-, see Bow•. 

bigot bi·g~t thypocritical or superstitious 
professor of religion XVI ; obstinate adherent 
of a creed or opinion XVII. -F. bigot (xv), 
of unkn. origin. Found (xu) as the proper 

BILL 

name of a people of S. France, whence it 
has been referred by some to medL. Visi
gothi (the Visigoths of the region were 
Arians); it is used in Wace's 'Roman du 
Rou' (xu) as an abusive term by French to 
Normans, and it became a Norman family 
name. The gap between these early refer
ences and the much later use of the word 
as a common noun has not been bridged. 
t]J A story relating the refusal of Rollo of 
Normandy to kiss the foot of Charles the 
Simple with the Eng. phr. Nese hi god 'No, 
by God', and the interpretation of bi god 
by Charles as the name of Rollo's people, 
is not credible. Hence bi·gotED xvn 
(Evelyn), bi·gotRY xvn (Clarendon). 

bigwig bi•gwig man of note or importance. 
XVIII (Southey). f. BIG+WIG, with ref. to 
the large wigs worn by men of distinction. 

bijou bi·3u trinket. XIX. F. -Breton bizou 
finger-ring, f. biz (cf. W. bys), finger. 

bike1 baik (n. dial.) nest of wasps, etc. XIII 
(Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; cf. AL. 
bigrus hive, apiary (xu). 

bike2 baik. XIX. sl. abbrev. of BICYCLE, said 
in r8go to be in use in Washington, U.S.A. 

bilander bi·l;md;u, bai·- two-masted 
merchant vessel used for coast and canal 
traffic XVII. - Du. biJlander (Flem. billan
der), f. bij BY+land LAND; adopted in F. as 
belandre; see -ER1• 

bilberry bi-lbari fruit of Vaccinium 
Myrtillus. XVI. prob. of Norse origin; cf. 
Da. bolleb<Er, f. bolle bilberry+b<Er BERRY. 

bilbo bi-lbou sword of fine temper. XVI 
(Greene, Sh.). orig. Bilbo blade, f. Bilboa, 
Eng. form of Bilbao name of a town in Spain, 
famous for its swords. 

bilboes bi-lbouz (pl.) iron bar with sliding 
shackles. XVI. Of unkn. origin; commonly 
referred to Bilbao (see prec.) but without 
evidence. 

bile bail bitter fluid secreted by the liver. 
xvn. - F. bile- L. bilis :- "'bislis (cf. W. 
bustl, Com. bistel, Bret. bestle :- "'bistl-). So 
biliOUS bi-lj:Js. xvr. -F. bilieux- L. bili
osus, f. bilis. 

bilge bild3 bottom of a ship's hull xv (1496 
in Sandahl) (in early use Sc.); filth collect
ing there XIX (cf. bilge water xvm). prob. 
obscure var. of BULGE, used in the same 
senses. 

bilk bilk spoil an adversary's score at 
cribbage; defraud; elude. XVII. perh. 
alteration of BALK, with symbolic 'thinning' 
of the vowel. 

bill1 bil weapon of war (sword or halberd) ; 
pruning-hook. OE. biZ = OS. biZ, OHG. 
bill (MHG. biZ; but G. bille fern. axe):
WGerm. *biija, perh. :- *bhidliam, f. IE. 
"'bhid- cleave (see BITE). 

bi112 bil beak. OE. bile, not elsewhere in 
Germ. ; perh. f. same base as prec. Hence 
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bill vb.' peck XIII ; stroke or caress with 
the bill XVI. 

bill3 bil twritten document; tlegal state
ment of a case; tlist, catalogue XIV; note 
of charges, account ; poster XV; draft of an 
act of parliament XVI. -AN. bille or AL. 
billa (xm), prob. unexpl. alteration of 
medL. bulla BULL 2• Hence bill vb. 2 enter 
in a bill XIV; announce by bill XVII. 

billabong bi·bbag (Austral.) affluent of 
a river forming a backwater. XIX. Native 
name, billa river+bong dead. 

billet1 bi·lit A. tshort document xv. B. 
(f. the vb.) military order to provide board 
and lodging XVII ; place of such lodging; 
situation, job XIX. -AN. billette or AL. 
billetta, dim. of billa BILL 3• Hence bi·llet 
vb. assign quarters to. XVI. 

billet• bi·lit thick piece of wood. xv. 
- (O)F. billette and billot, dims. of bille tree
trunk, length of round timber - medL. billa, 
billus branch, trunk, prob. of Celtic origin 
(cf. lr. bile sacred tree, large tree); see -ET. 

billet-doux bilidii· love-letter. XVII (Dry
den). F., 'sweet note' j see BILLET\ DULCET. 

billiards bi-lje.tdz cue-and-ball game 
played on a table. XVI. -F. billard name 
of the game and the cue, f. bille; see BILLET2 

and -ARD. In Eng. only the name of the 
game, and made pl. like bowls, etc. ; in early 
Sc. (XVI) bil!jeart was applied also to the cue. 

Billingsgate bi-!igzgeit proper name 
(ME. Billingesgate (Ekwall), f. personal 
name) of one of the gates of London and of 
the fish-marketthere; hence (XVII) abusive or 
foul language (such as that used by fishwives). 

billion bi·ljan a million millions. XVII 
(Locke). - F. billion, arbitrarily f. million 
MILLION, by substitution of BI- for the 
initial mi; in later French use and in U.S.A. 
denoting I,ooo millions. Hence bi·llionth 
XVIII ; see -TH 2• t][ So trillion, quadrillion, 
quintillion, sextillion, septillion, octillion, 
nonillion (third power of a million or I,ooo 
billions, etc.); all XVII. 

billon bi-lan alloy of gold or silver with 
a baser metal. XVIII. - (O)F. billon (orig.} 
ingot, (now) bronze or copper money, f. 
bille (see BILLET2) j cf. -OON. 

billow bi·lou tswell, surge; great wave. 
XVI. -ON. bylgja billow (Sw. bolja, Da. 
bOlge), f. Germ. "'bulg- "'belg- swell; cf. 
(M)HG. bulge tbillow, leather bag, and 
BELLY. 

billy bi-li (Sc.) fellow, comrade XVI; 
various machines and implements XVIII. 
Familiar form of Willy, pet-form of WIL
LIAM. Hence bi·lly-goat he-goat XIX; cf. 
nanny-goat. 

billycock bi-likok hard felt hat. XIX. 
Said to be f. name of William Coke, nephew 
of Thomas William Coke, Earl of Leices
ter (I752-1842), to whose order the first 

BINOCULAR 

hat of the kind was made (still called coke 
in the hat trade). For billy- see prec. 

biltong bi·ltag sun-dried meat in strips. 
XIX. Afrikaans, f. Du. bil buttock+tong 
tongue, so called from being cut chiefly 
from the buttock and resembling smoked 
tongue. 

bimbashi, -ee bimba·Ji Turkish com
mander; English officer under the khedive 
of Egypt. XIX. Turk. 'head of a thousand', 
f. him thousand, bash head (cf. BASHAW). 

bimetallism baime·talizm unrestricted 
currency of gold and silver. XIX. f. bime
ta·llic- F. bimetallique, first used in an 
address, 5 Jan. 1869, and in Eng. form at 
Liverpool in I876; see BI-, METAL, -Ic, 
-ISM. 

bin bin tmanger OE. ; receptacle for com, 
etc. XIV. OE. bin(n}, binne- OBrit. "'henna 
(W. ben cart) :- "'bhendhnti, f. IE. "'bhendh
weave, BIND (cf. Gr. phdtne, pdthne manger 
:- "'bhvtnii); or- medL. henna (Festus, re
cording a Gaul. word), which is the source 
of F. banne, It. dial. benna hamper, Du. ben, 
G. benne body of a cart. t][ For other names 
of vessels or conveyances which passed 
from the Celtre to the Germani, partly 
through the Romans, cf. bushel, car, 
carpenter. 

binary bai·nari dual, based on the number 
two XVI; combination of two xv. - late L. 
bintirius, f. bini two together (cf. BI-); see 
-ARY. 

bind baind make fast with a band, tie up. 
OE. bindan, pt. band, bundon, pp. bunden = 
OFris. binda, OS. bindan (M)Du. binden, 
OHG. bintan (G. binden), ON. binda, Goth. 
bindan :- CGerm. "'bindan, f. IE. base 
"'bhendh- (Skr. bandh bind, Gr. pe£sma 
cable :- "'bhendhsma). Hence bi·ndER1• OE. 
bindere; (of books) XVI (the vb. is found in 
this sense XIV); whence bi·ndERY book
binding establishment XIX (orig. U.S.), 
after Du. binderij. 

bindweed bai·ndwid convolvulus. XVI. 
f. BIND+WEED1• 

bine bain flexible (climbing) stem. XIX. 
Adoption as a literary form of a var. of 
synon. dial. bind (XIV), rei. to BIND. 

binge bind3 drinking-bout; also as vb. 
XIX. prob. sl. use of dial. binge vb. soak 
(a wooden vessel). 

bingo bi·ggou (sl.} brandy. XIX. prob. 
f. b of BRANDY+STjiNGO. 

binnacle bi·nakl box containing ship's 
compass. xv. Earlier forms bitakle, biticle, 
bittacle (still in Marryat 1839)- Sp. bitdcula, 
bitdcora, or Pg. bitdcola (corr. to Pr. abitacle, 
It. abitacolo, F. habitacle)- L. habitiiculum 
habitation, f. habitiire inhabit (cf. HABITA
TION); the change from tt to nn may have 
been bridged by such a form as biddikil 
(xvii). 

binocular baino·kjiHal adapted to both 
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eyes XVIII; sb. pl. field-glass, opera-glass 
XIX. f. L. bini two together (cf. TWIN)-1-
oculus EYE, after OCULAR. 

binomial bainou·mi;}l (math.) having two 
terms. XVI. f. F. bin8me or modL. binomius, 
f. L. BI-+Gr. nomos part, portion; see -IAL. 

bio- bai·ou, bai;:,· comb. form of Gr. bios 
life (cf. QUICK, VITAL, zoo-), as in bio·
GRAPHY. XVII (Dryden). -F. biographie or 
modL. biographia, medGr. biographia; so 
bio·GRAPHER. XVIII (Addison). bio·LOGY. 
XIX. -F. biologie (Lamarck, I8oz)- G. 
biologie (Gottfried Reinhold, I8oz). bi·o
GRAPH, bi·oscoPE (I897), early names of the 
cinematograph. 

biped bai·ped two-footed (animal). XVII. 
- L. biped-, bipes, f. bi- BI- +pes FOOT. 

biplane bai·plein two-winged aeroplane. 
XX. f. BI-+PLANE3

• 

birch b;i.Itf hardy northern forest tree, 
Betula. OE. birie, bierie = MLG. berke, 
OHG. birihha, birka (G. birke) :-Germ. 
"'berkjon; rei. to synon. OE. here, beorc = 
Du. berk, ON. bjprk :-Germ. "'berkO; one 
of the few IE. tree-names, repr. also by Skr. 
blzilrjas, Lith. berzas, OS I. breza ( :- "'bherga-) 
and L. farnus, fraxinus ash-tree. 

bird b;i.Id (obs. or dial.) young bird OE.; 
feathered animal (in this sense superseding 
fowl); maiden, girl XIII (Cursor M.). OE. 
brid (surviving dial.), late Nhb. bird; of 
unkn. origin and without cognates. In the 
sense 'maiden' there may have been blend
ing with ME. biirde young woman, lady 
(prob. orig. 'embroideress'). Hence i"bird
BOLTl arrow for shooting birds. xv. bird
cage. XV. bird•LIME1. XIV. vb. XVI. 
bird's-eye name of certain plants. XVI 
(birds eine, primula). bird's-nest. XVI. 

bireme bai·rim (galley) having two banks 
of oars. XVII. - L. biremis, f. BI-+rernus oar 
(cf. Row 2). 

biretta bire•t;) clerical square cap. XVI. 
-It. berretta, 1"bar(r)etta (cf. F. barrette) or 
Sp. birreta, fem. dims. corr. to Pr. berret 
BERET, based on late L. birrus and -um 
hooded cape or cloak, perh. of Celtic origin. 

birth b;i.Ip bringing forth of offspring ; 
nativity XII; lineage XIII. ME. biir ]>, bir ]> 
- Oi\. bydJ birth, descent (OSw. byrdh, 
Da. byrd), corr. to Goth. ga/baur]>s :
EGerm. *gabur]>iz, f. *ga- Y-+ *bur- *her
BEAR•; see -TH1 and cf. ON. buror bearing, 
carriage, birth, offspring, byror burden, 
load (whence i"Sc. birth). The adoption of 
the ON. word was assisted by OE. beor]>or, 
byr]>or, etc. child-birth, offspring, byr]>
]>igenu midwife. For the development of 
meaning cf. also Olr. brith birth, Goth. 
berusjos parents, OHG. herd child, and 
BAIRN. (WGerm. forms with d against 
EGerm. ]> are OE. gebyrd, OFris. herd, OS. 
giburd, OHG. giburt, G. geburt.) Hence 
bi·rthDAY XIV; cf. OE. gebyrdda:g, ON. 
buroardagr, G. geburtstag. 

BIT 

Biscayan biskei•;)n pert. to Biscay (native 
name Vizcaya), maritime province of N. 
Spain; sometimes equiv. to Basque XVII ; 
sb. (after F. bisca'ien) musket, first used in 
Biscay, a bullet used in this XIX; see -AN. 

biscuit bi·skit crisp dry bread in thin flat 
cakes. XIV. Early forms besquite, byscute, 
bisket (XVI-XVIII)- OF. bescoit, -cuit, biscut 
(mod. biscuit) = Pr. bescueit, Sp. bizcocho, 
Pg. biscuto, It. biscotto :- medL. "'biscoctu-s 
twice-baked (sc. panis bread), f. bis twice+ 
cactus, pp. of coquere COOK. 

bisect baise·kt cut into two equal parts. 
XVII. f. BI--t-sect-, pp. stem of L. seclire cut, 
after INTERSECT. So bise•CTION. XVII. 

bishop bi·f;}p clergyman consecrated for 
the rule of a diocese. OE. bisiop, corr. to 
OFris., OS. bishop, (M)Du. bisschop, OHG. 
biscof (G. bischoj), ON. biskup- popL. 
"'biscopus, for ecclL. episcopus (whence OF., 
Pr. evesque, F. eveque, Sp. obispo, Pg. bispo, 
It. vescovo)- Gr. episkopos overseer (whence 
Goth. aipiskaupus), f. epi EPI-+-skopos 
looking (see SCOPE). Celtic and Sl. adoptions 
of the L. are repr. by Olr. epscop, W. esgob, 
OS!. jepiskupi't, Russ. jepiskop, Ir. easbog, 
Gael. easbuig. 

bisk, bisque bisk rich (esp. crayfish) soup. 
XVII. -F. bisque, of unkn. origin. 

bismuth bi·zm;)p metallic element. XVII 
(bismute, -muto, -mutum). - modL. bise
mutum (Georg Agricola, 1530), latinization 
of G. wismut, of doubtful origin. 

bison bai·s;}n species of wild ox. In the 
present form first recorded from A. V. 
(Deut. xiv 5 margin), earlier in L. pl. 
bisontes of bison (whence F. bison)- Germ. 
"'zvisand-, *wisund- (OE. wesend, OHG. 
wisant, -unt, ON. visundr); familiar in 
recent times in connexion with the Ameri
can bison. 

bisque bisk term at tennis. XVII. F., of 
unkn. origin. 

bissextile bise·kstail leap-year. XVI. - late 
L. bi(s)sextilis (sc. annus year) year of the 
bissextus intercalary day inserted in the 
Julian calendar every fourth year after 
the sixth day before the calends of March 
(24 Feb.), f. bis twice+sextus SIXTH. 

bisson bi·san (dial.) blind, purblind. OE. 
(late Nhb.) bisene; later forms are byson, 
bysorn (xv), beason, beesome (Sh. 1st Folio), 
north. dial. beesen ; of unkn. origin. 

bistoury bi·st;}ri scalpel. XVIII. -F. 
bistouri (Pare), earlier bistorit dagger, of 
unkn. origin. 

bistre bi·sta.I brown pigment from soot. 
xvm. -F., of unkn. origin. 

bit1 bit A. i"biting, bite OE.; tcutting 
edge XIV; boring-piece, borer XVI ; B. mouth
piece of a bridle XIV. OE. bite = OFris. bit, 
bite, OS. biti (MDu. bete, Du. beet), OHG. 
bi:s (G. biss), ON. bit (Sw. bett, Da. bid):
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bitiz, f. "'bitan BITE. 



BIT 

The origin of sense B is not clear; OE. has 
bitol bridle, ON. bitill, -ull, Du. gebit, G. 
gebiss, Sw. bett, Da. bidsel horse's bit. 

bit2 bit portion bitten off; morsel of food 
OE.; small piece XVI. OE. bita = OFris. 
bita, OS. *bito (MDu. bete, Du. beet), OHG. 
bi:r:fo (MHG. bi:j:je, G. bissen), ON. biti (see 
BITT) :- Germ. *biton, f. *bit-, *bitan BITE. 

bitch bitJ female dog OE.; bad woman 
xv. OE. bicce, rei. obscurely to ON. bikkja 
(connected by some with Lappish pittja), 
of which there is a syn. greyjbaka; G. petze 
(which is modern) may be an adoption of 
the Eng. word; there has been no contact 
with (O)F. biche, tbisse hind, doe. 

bite bait pt. bit, pp. bitten, bit cut with the 
teeth or as a sharp-edged weapon. OE. 
bitan, pt. btit, biton, pp. biten = OFris. bfta, 
OS. bftan (Du. bijten), OHG. bi:ran (G. 
beissen), ON. bita, Goth. beitan :- CGerm. 
*bitan; the corr. short base is repr. by Skr. 
bhidydte is split, L. jid-, jindere cleave ( cf. 
FISSION). The orig. pt. btit is still repr. dial. 
by bote, but in gen. Eng. was superseded by 
bit in XVII ( cf. writ, former pt. of write) ; 
pp. bit, surviving in 'the biter bit' dates 
from XVIII. Hence bite sb. xv. 

bitt bit (naut.) usu. pl. pair of posts on 
deck for fastening cables. XIV (in Sandahl). 
prob. orig. a LG. sea term; cf. synon. LG., 
Du. beting, tbeeting (whence G. beting, Sw. 
beting, Norw. beiting, Da. beding), f. Germ. 
*bit-, repr. also by MHG. bi:{:je wooden 
peg, ON. biti cross-beam, rei. to *bait
BOAT. medL. bitus whipping-post, F. bitte, 
It. bitta, Sp. bita bitt are- Germ. 

bitter1 bi·ta.r )(sweet OE. biter, corr. to OS., 
OHG. bittar (Du., G. bitter), ON. bitr, 
Goth. (with variation of vowel) baitrs; pro b. 
f. *bit-, base of *bitan BITE, and orig. mean
ing 'cutting', 'biting', hence 'cruel', 'harsh', 
'violent', later 'biting to the tongue'. Hence 
bi·tter-SWEE'T mixture of bitter and sweet 
XIV (Ch.); kind of apple XIV (Gower); adj. 
XVII. Cf. F. aigre-doux, amer-doux, L. 
dulcamtirum. So bi·tter adv. OE. bitere. 
bi·tterly. OE. biterlice; see -LY2• bi·tter
NESS. OE. biternes. 

bitter• bi·ta.r 'a Bitter is but the turn of a 
Cable about the Bits . , And the Bitters end 
is that part of the Cable doth stay within 
boord' (1627, Capt. Smith). f. BITT+·ER1

• 

Hence prob. phr. to the bitter end to the 
last extremity (now assoc. with BITTER1). 

bittern bi·tam marsh bird with booming 
note. XIV. Earliest forms botor, butor, 
bitoure, bittor, bitter- OF. butor- Rom. 
*biititaurus, f. L. biitio bittern+ taurus bull 
(used by Pliny of a bird that bellows like 
an ox; cf. synon. F. taureau d'etang, bceuf 
de marais 'marsh-ox', G. meerochs, meerrind 
'sea-ox'). Forms with final n (xvi) are perh. 
due to assoc. with hern HERON. 

bitumen bitju·men, bi·tjumen mineral 
pitch. xv. - L. bitumen (-min-), of which 
the first syll. has been referred to *gwet-, 

BLACK 

base of OE. cwidu, cwudu CUD, mastic. So 
bitu·minous. xvu. - F. bitumineux- L. 
bitiiminosus. 

bivalve bai·v~lv (mollusc) having two 
valves. xvn. f. BI-+vALVE. 

bivouac bi·vu~k (orig.) night-watch under 
arms; (hence) temporary encampment 
without tents. XVIII (recorded only from 
diets. until the Napoleonic campaigns). 
-F. bivouac (tbivac, tbiwacht), prob. 
-Swiss-G. beiwacht lit. 'extra watch' (BY, 
WATCH), said to have been used in Aargau 
and Zurich to denote a patrol of citizens 
added to assist the ordinary town watch. 
Hence as vb. 1 8og. 

biz sl. shortening (orig. U.S., c. 186o) of 
BUSINESS bi·znis, 

bizarre biza·.r eccentric, odd. XVII. -F. 
bizarre (formerly) handsome, brave- Sp., 
Pg. bizarro handsome, brave (cf. It. bizzarro 
angry)- Basque bizarra beard; ( cf. Sp. 
hombre de bigote lit. 'moustached man', man 
of spirit). 

blab bheb tell-tale, tatler; loose chatter. 
XIV (Ch.). contemp. with tblabber babble, 
chatter (PP!., Wyclif) and synon. tlab (PP!., 
Ch.). Blab, blabber and the foil. forms 
point to an imit. Germ. base *blab-; OHG. 
blabbi:j6n (MHG. blepzen), Ice!. blabbra 
(Da. blabbre), Hence blab vb. xv. 

black bhek absorbing all light (in fig. uses 
from xvr). OE. blrec, blac-, corr. to OS. 
blac ink, OHG. blah-, blach- (in comps.); 
cf. ON. blakkr dusky, black, dun; of unkn. 
origin. (In ME. confused with bltic pale, 
wan; cf. BLEAK 2.) Black has superseded 
SWART in gen. use as a colour-name. As sb. 
xm. Hence black vb. xm; bla·cken XIII 
(CursorM.); see-EN6

• Blackamoor bhe·ka
m5a.r, -mua.r Ethiopian, Negro. xvr. orig. 
black More (Blak moir, Dunbar), also black 
morian; see MooR. Forms with inserted 
-a-, which is unexpl., appear XVI. black 
art XVI; pro b. after LG. swarte kunst, G. 
schwarze kunst; cf. L. niger black, fig. 
wicked, and medL. var. nigromantia of necro
mantia NECROMANCY. black-ball black 
ball recording an adverse vote; hence vb. 
XVIII (whence F. blacbouler). bla·ckBERRY. 
OE. (pl.) blaceberian. Black Death, the 
Great Pestilence of 1348-g, adaptation by 
'Mrs. Markham' (1823) of some foreign 
term applied to similar plagues ( cf. Ice!. 
svarti daui'Ji, G. der Schwarze Tod, Du. de 
zwaarte dood, F.la peste noire). blackGUARD 
bhe'(k)ga.rd A. t(coll.) company or band of 
menials, camp-followers, etc. XVI; tvagrants 
or criminals as a body XVII ; B. tman in 
black, tboot-black, etc. XVI ; low worthless 
character XVIII. orig. meaning and applica
tion unkn. bla·ckLEG turf swindler XVIII; 
workman taking the place of one on strike 
XIX; of unkn. origin. blackmail bl!e·k
meil (hist., orig. Sc.) tribute (see MAIL2) 

exacted by freebooting chiefs in return for 

[971 



BLADDER 

protection xvr; (gen.) payment extorted by 
intimidation or pressure XIX. Black RoD, 
short for Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
so called from the symbol of his office. XVII. 
bla·cksMITH one who works in 'black 
metal' (i.e. iron). xv. 

bladder blre·da.I membranous bag. OE. 
bl:Edre, later blreddre = OS. bladara, MLG., 
MDu. blader (Du. blaar), OHG. blatara 
(G. blatter), ON. bldtfra :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *bl:Edron, f. *bl:E- BLOW1+*-dro-, 
instr. suffix corr. to L. -trum, Gr. -tra, 
-tron, Skr. -tram. 

blade bleid A. leaf OE. ; spathe of grass 
XIV. B. broad flattened part of an implement 
OE.; flattened part of a bone (after ON.) 
XIII; thin cutting edge, sword XIV. OE. 
blred, pl. bladu = OFris. bled, OS. (Du.) 
blad, OHG. blat (G. blatt), ON. blat! leaf, 
blade of rudder, knife, etc. :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *blatJam, perh. pp. formation (IE. 
*-tos) on the base *blo- BLow•. Literary 
exx. are not recorded between OE. and 
XIV; in OE. the more usual sense is 'flattened 
part', the sense 'leaf' being rare and its 
later prevalence prob. due to ON. The 
application to a brave fellow or gallant 
appears XVI (Sh.); its origin is obscure; 
perh. the notion is 'wielder of a sword' (cf. 
F. bonne epee good sword, i.e. swordsman). 
The present form derives from OE. obi. cases. 

blae ble, btT (dial.) blackish blue, livid. 
XIII (blaa, Mo). -ON. bldr; see BLUE. 
Hence blae·BERRY bilberry xv; after ON. 
bldber. 

blague blag humbug, bunkum. XIX. F., 
prob. of LG. origin (cf. LG. blagen blow 
oneself out). 

blah bla (sl.) nonsense, silly talk. xx. 
imit. of aimless or nerveless utterance. 

blain blein blister, pustule. OE. blegen = 
MDu. bleine (Du. blein), LG. bleien :
Germ. *blegen (cf. OHG. blehinougi blear
eyed). Surviving in gen. use in CHILBLAIN; 
otherwise mainly in echoes of 'a boil break
ing forth with blains' (Ex. ix ro). 

blame bleim find fault with. XII. -OF. 
blamer, earlier blasmer (mod. blamer) = Pr. 
blasmar, Cat. blastemar, Sp. lastimar 
(wound, injure, offend, etc.), Rum. blestema 
(It. biasimare is- F.):- popL. blastemare, for 
ecciL. blasphemare revile, reproach - Gr. 
blasphiJmefn (dial. blast-) BLASPHEME. So 
blame sb. xm. - (O)F. blame, f. the vb. 

blanch bl1mf whiten (orig. in cookery). 
XIV. - (O)F. blanchir, f. blanc, fern. blanche 
white, BLANK. 

blancmange blam;J·n3, -ma·n3, -m5·3, 
-ma·3 tdish of white meat with dressing 
XIV (PPl., Ch.); (orig. white) jelly made 
with milk XVI. Earliest form blancmanger 
- (O)F. blancmanger, f. blanc white, BLANK+ 
manger food, sb. use of manger eat {cf. 
MANGER); the second el. was shortened to 

BLATANT 

mange in XVIII ; the progress of the pronunc. 
of the first syll. is seen in the forms blawe
(xv), blow- (xvi), bla- (xvrr), blo- (xvnr). 

bland blrend pleasing ; smooth and suave. 
xv (only Sc.), XVII (Pepys, Milton). - L. 
blandus. 

blandish blre·ndif flatter gently. XIV. 
-OF. blandiss-, lengthened stem {see -ISH 2) 

of blandir :- L. blandiri, f. blandus BLAND. 
Hence bla·ndishMENT. xvr (Spenser). 

blank blrel)k twhite xv; (of paper, etc.) 
'empty of all marks' (J.); looking as if 
deprived of speech, etc.; (verse) s-stress 
without rhyme XVI. - {O)F. blanc = Pr. 
blanc, Sp. blanco, Pg. branco, It. bianco :
CRom. *blancus- Germ. *blavkaz (OHG. 
blanc white, shining, corr. to OE. blanca 
steed, ON. blakkr pale, sb. horse). 

blanket blre·IJkit twhite woollen stuff 
XIII (!Jwijt blaunket) sheet of soft woollen 
cloth XIV. -OF. blancquet (AL. blanchettum, 
-ketum, -chetta xm), var. of blanchet, f. 
blanc white; see BLANK, -ET. 

blare blea.I roar, bellow XIV; trumpet XVIII, 
Late ME. blere, early mod. blear, blare, Sc. 
bleir (xvi)- (M)Du. bleren (whence prob. 
MHG. bleren, blerren, G. plarren) and 
MLG., MDu. blaren; of imit. origin. 

blarney bla·mi cajoling talk. XIX. f. 
Blarney, name of a village near Cork, Ire
land, in the castle of which there is an 
inscribed stone difficult of access ; the 
popular saying is that anyone who kisses 
or licks this 'Blarney stone' will ever after 
have a flattering tongue and the capacity 
for shameless lying. 

blase bla·zei weary and disgusted with 
enjoyment, success, etc. XIX (Byron). F., 
pp. of blaser exhaust by enjoyment or 
indulgence - Pr. blazir, of unkn. origin. 
Cf. G. blasiert (XVIII). 

blaspheme blasfi·m utter profane words 
(about). XIV. -OF. blasfemer, modF. -Ph
(= Pr., Sp. blasfemar)- ecc!L. blasphemare 
revile, blaspheme- Gr. blaspheme£n, f. 
bldsphemos evil-speaking (*pha- speak; 
pheml I say). Cf. BLAME. So blasphemous 
bla·sfimas. xv. bla·sphemy. XIII. -OF. 
blasjemie- ecc!L. blasphemia; see -Y 3• 

blast blast gust of wind or air. OE. bl:Est = 
OHG. blast, ON. bldstr (perh. the immed. 
source in ME.) :-Germ. *bl:Estaz, f. *bl:Es
(see BLAZE3

). Hence blast vb. tblow XIV; 
blow upon perniciously, blight XVI. 

-blast blrest terminal el. in bioi. terms such 
as mesoblast in the sense 'germ', 'bud'; so 
blasto- blre·stou as in blastoderm; Gr. 
blast6s sprout, germ. 

blatant bleiotant. First used by Spenser 
in the blat(t)ant beast ('F.Q.' v xii 37, etc.) to 
describe the thousand-tongued monster 
produced by Cerberus and Chimrera and 
symbolizing calumny 1596; offensively 
noisy or clamorous XVII. perh. alteration, 



BLATHER 

after adjs. in -ANT (e.g. rampant), of Sc. 
blatand (G. Douglas), prp. of blate, BLEAT, 
and assoc. with blatter speak volubly (xvr) 
- L. blat(t)ertire babble, f. imit. base like 
the synon. blat(t)ire. 

blather, blether blre·e;}.z, ble·e:J.t talk 
nonsense. xv (blether), XVI (bledder, bladder). 
orig. Sc.- ON. blaiJra, f. blaiJr nonsense. 
For the var. blether cf. Sc. gether for gather. 
Hence as sb. XVIII (Bums). ble·ther-, 
bla•therskate, -skite (dial. and U.S.) 
noisy talkative fellow (Sc. skate used as 
a term of contempt) ; the song 'Maggie 
Lauder' by F. Sempill (xvii), containing 
the line 'Jog on your gait, ye bletherskate', 
was a favourite in the American camps 
during the War of Independence. 

blay blei bleak (fish). OE. bl:Ege = MLG., 
MDu. bleie (Du. blei), G. blei(h)e :-WGerm. 
"'blaijjon, of unkn. origin. 

blaze1 bleiz ttorch ; bright flame or fire. 
OE. bl:Ese, blase:- Germ. *blason; cf. 
MHG. blas torch; rei., through the gen. 
sense 'shining', to BLAZE 2• Hence blaze vb. 
XIII. bla·zer thing that blazes or shines 
bright XVII; (orig. univ. sl.) bright-coloured 
jacket for sports wear xrx; see -ER1• 

blaze• bleiz white spot. XVII. Of un
certain origin, but identical in meaning 
with ON. blesi white spot on a horse's fore
head, MDu. blesse (Du. bles), G. bliisse, 
blesse; cf. synon. OHG. blassa (MHG. 
blasse) and OHG. blas[ros, MLG. blasen
hengst horse with a blaze; also MHG. blas 
bald, G. blass pale, and parallel formations 
with r, as MLG. blare, Du. blaar cow with 
a blaze, MDu. blaer bald. Hence blaze 
vb. mark a tree with white by stripping the 
bark, indicate (a trail) in this way XIX. 

blaze• bleiz tblow (a trumpet, etc.) xrv; 
proclaim, publish; blazon xv. - MLG., 
MDu. bltizen blow = OHG. bltisan (G. 
blasen), ON. bldsa, Goth. uj[blesan puff up 
:-Germ. "'bltesan (cf. BLAST), extension of 
•bite-; see BLOW1• 

blazon blei-zn (her.) shield XIII; heraldic 
description XVI. - (O)F. blason orig. shield 
(whence Sp. blason, Pg. brasiio, It. blasone) 
= Pr. blezon, blizon; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. 

-ble bl -( O)F. -ble - L. -bili-s, adj. suffix 
denoting tendency, fitness, ability, or capa
bility of doing or being something, added 
to vb.-stems, as flebilis lamentable, tearful 
(see FEEBLE), (g)nobilis renowned, of high 
birth, NOBLE, mobilis easily moved, MOBILE, 
stabilis steadfast, STABLE; with vb.-stems in 
a, i, and u it combined to form the com
pound suffixes repr. in Eng. by -ABLE, 
-IBLE, and -uble, of which the first is by far 
the most common and the only one in 
living use, and so capable of being com
pounded with any verb; the last is repr. 
only in soluble, voluble. The corr. abstract 
nouns end in -bility and advs. in -bly. 

BLENDE 

bleaberry see BLAEBERRY. 

bleach blitf whiten. OE. blrelan =ON. 
bleikja :- Germ. •blaikjan, f. "'blaik- shining, 
white, pale (cf. BLEAK 2). 

bleak1 blik small river-fish. xv. prob. 
-ON. bleikja = OHG. bleicha :-Germ. 
•btaikjon, f. "'blaik- white (see next); for 
the phonology cf. steak, weak. The OE. 
word was bltige BLAY. 

bleak2 blik tpale, wan; bare of vegetation, 
exposed; cold from bareness. XVI. Ob
scurely rei. to tblake pale, yellow, tbleach 
pale, bare, tbleike, blayke pale, yellow- ON. 
bleikr shining, white = OE. bltic (ME. 
blake, bloke), OS. blek, OHG. bleih; for the 
phonology cf. weak(- ON. veikr). Variants 
of the base are seen in OE. blrecan BLEACH 
and blican shine = OS. blikan (Du. blijken 
look, appear), ON. blikja and blika gleam, 
twinkle; cf. Gr. phUgein burn (see PHLEGM, 
PHLOX). 

blear bli:J.t (ofthe eyes) r:m. XIV (Trevisa). 
Now chiefly in blear-eyed, with which cf. 
LG. blarroged, blerroged, and MHG. blerre 
blurred vision; the vb. is recorded earlier 
XIII ; immed. source and ult. origin unkn. 
Hence blea·ry XIV (PPI.); see -Y1• 

bleat blit cry as a sheep. OE. blretan = 
OHG. blii;an, Du. blaten; of imit. origin. 
«.J1 Various synon. forms in bl-, b .. l- are 
(dial.) blea (xvr); MHG. bl:Ejen, MDu. 
bloiken, LG. bleken, bloken (whence G. 
bloken); Gr. blekhdsthai, OS!. blljati, Russ. 
bleydt', L. baliire, beliire. 

bleb see BLOB. 

bleed blid emit blood OE.; let (a person) 
blood xv. OE. bledan = OFris. bleda, 
MLG. bWden, ON. blmiJa :-·Germ. *bloiJjan, 
f. •b[oiJam BLOOD. 

blemish ble·miJ thurt, damage; mar, 
impair. XIV. -OF. blemiss-, extended stem 
(see -ISH 2) of biemir, blesmir render pale, 
injure (also tblesmer = Pr. blesmar, blasmar 
cause to faint), prob. of Germ. origin 
Hence ble·mish sb. XVI. 

blench blentf tdeceive OE. ; start aside. 
XIII. OE. blencan = ON. blekkja impose 
upon :- Germ. •bla?Jkjan, which has the 
form of a causative vb. corr. to tblenk, 
BLINK. A common var. xvr-xvii was blanch, 
which survives in hunting parlance for 
heading back a deer. Hence tblench sb. 
trick (ME.); side-glance XVI (Sh.). 

blend blend mix, mingle. XIII (Cursor M.). 
In its earliest use predominantly north. ; 
prob. of Scand. origin and due to blend
pres. stem, blend- pt. stem, of ON. blanda 
mix = OE., OS., Goth. blandan, OHG. 
blantan; the formally corr. OE. blendan 
blind, deceive, survived till XVI. Cf. BLIND. 

blende blend native sulphide of zinc. 
XVII. -G. blende (cf. blendendes erz 'decep
tive ore'), f. blenden deceive (see BLIND); so 
called because, while often resembling 
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BLENHEIM 

galena (hence its name pseudogalena), it 
yielded no lead. 

Blenheim ble·n;Jm name of the Duke of 
IVIarlborough's palace at Woodstock, Ox
fordshire, so called after the first duke's 
victory in 1704 at Blenheim (Bavaria); 
applied to a variety of spaniel, and in 
Blenheim Orange a golden-coloured apple. 

blenny ble·ni genus of spiny fishes. xvm. 
- L. blennius, var. of blendius (Pliny)- Gr. 
b!Cnnos, so called from b!Cnnos slime, in ref. 
to the mucous coating of its scales. 

blesbok ble·sb<>k S. African antelope. 
XIX. Afrikaans, f. Du. bles BLAZE2+bok goat 
(BUCK1). «.lf Other comps. of bok more or less 
naturalized are bontebock, gemsbok, grysbok, 
kleenebok, reebok, springbok, waterbok. 

bless bles make holy, hallow; hold or call 
holy; pronounce or make happy. A purely 
Eng. formation. OE. bletsian, bledsian, 
blredsian :- *blooisojan, f. bltioam BLOOD; 
the etymol. meaning being 'mark so as to 
hallow with blood'; the sense-development 
was influenced by its being used to translate 
L. benedicere and Gr. eulogefn in Christian 
use (orig. speak well of or to, but used .to 
render Heb. barak bend the knee, worship, 
bless God, etc.), and by its formal assoc. 
with bliss. The pp. is current in two forms 
and pronunciations, blessed (ble·sid or blest) 
and blest ; the former is used in verse and 
in liturgical reading, and in titular phr. 
such as The Blessed Trinity, the blessed dead, 
and in the euphemistic sense (e.g. every 
blessed thing) ; the latter is mainly poetical 
in the sense 'blissful', 'beatified', but is also 
used trivially, e.g. I'm blessed (blest). 

blight blait disease in plants, as mildew; 
baleful influence, orig. on plants. XVII (also 
blite). perh. for earlier *bleht, repr. formally 
OE. blrecpu, blrec]JJrust, rei. to blrece (all 
applied to skin diseases), and further to 
BLEACH. 

blighter blai-t;J~ contemptible fellow. XIX. 
f. blighted, euph. substitute for blasted (see 
BLAST) as an epithet of reprobation; see -ER1• 

blighty blai·ti (army sl.) England, home. 
xx. contr. form, originating in the Indian 
army, of Hind. bilayattforeign, (esp.) Euro
pean, f. Arab. wilayat inhabited count.ry, 
district, VILAYET, in Hind. esp. foreign 
country. Cf. bilayutee pawnee, Hind. 
bilayati pani ('European water'), soda
water. 

blimp blimp small non-rigid dirigible 
airship. xx. Said to have been coined 
by the aviator Horace Shortt, and to have 
been based on the adj. LIMP. 

blim(e)y blai·mi. XIX. (vulg.) short for 
GORBLIMY. 

blind blaind sightless ; unperceiving ; 
dark, obscure OE.; secret, privy XIV; 
having no opening XVII. OE. blind = OFris. 
(in stareblind), OS. (Du.) blind, OHG. blint 

BLOAT 

(G. blind}, ON. blindr, Goth. blinds :
CGerm. *blindaz :- IE. *bhlendhos wander
ing, erring, confused, obscure, dark; cf. 
Lith. blendzizis become dark, Lett. blendu 
see dimly, OS!. bl~dq go blindly, and 
BLUNDER. Hence blind vb. XIII (Cursor 
M.); rep!. tblend, OE. blendan = OHG. 
blentan (G. blenden) :- *blandjan. blind sb. 
screen (in earliest use fortif.); misleading 
pretext. XVII. blind-man's-buff (earlier 
-man-) game in which a player is blind
folded and struck (see BUFF'). xvr. blind
nettle dead-nettle; OE. blindnetle. blind
worm slow-worm xv; cf. Du. blindworm. 

blindfold blai·ndfould cover the eyes of, 
with a bandage. XVI. Superseded tblind
felle (xm-xvr), OE. geblindfellian strike 
blind, f. BLI:<;D+FELL4 ; the pt. and pp. 
blindfelled, -feld (blindfield, -fielded XVI), 
was altered to blindfold by assoc. with FOLD 2 • 

blink blil)k t A. deceive; start aside XIV; 
B. twinkle with the eyes or eyelids, tglance, 
peep XVI (Sh.); cast a momentary gleam 
XVIII. pro b. of mixed origin; partly later 
form of synon. tblenk (XIV), var. of BLENCH; 
partly - (M)Du. blinken shine, glitter, which 
may be based on a nasalized var. of *blik
shine (see BLEAK 2

}; cf. Da. blinke, Sw. 
blinka wink, twinkle. Hence blink sb. 
tglance, twinkling gleam, etc. XVI. bli·nker 
one who blinks XVII; pl. spectacles for 
directing the vision ; leather screens at the 
side of a bridle to make a horse look straight 
ahead XVIII; see -ER1• 

bliss blis joy, happiness. OE. bliss, blips ~ 
OS. blizza, blidsea, blitzea :- Germ. *blipsJ6, 
f. *bli]Jiz BLITHE+-sjo, for -tjo (cf. -CY). 
Contact with BLESS prob. infl. the sense 
in the direction of 'heavenly joy'. Hence 
bli·ssful XII; see -FUL1• 

blister bli·sta~ vesicle caused by mJury. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. blister, blester, early 
Sc. blistar, bleistir (xvr), in Eng. occas. 
tbluster (xvi), of unkn. origin; possibly 
- 0 F. blestre, blostre, bloustre swelling, 
pimple, app. vars. of a word meaning 'clod 
of earth'; connexion with ON. bldstr swell
ing is formally out of the question. Hence 
bli·ster vb. xv. 

blithe blai(~ joyous. OE. blipe = OFris. 
bli(d-), OS. blioi (Du. blijde, blij), OHG. 
blidi cheerful, friendly, ON. blior, Goth. 
bleips :- CGerm. *bli]Jiz, the orig. sense 
of which, 'mild, gentle, merciful', is shown 
in ON. and Goth.; of unkn. origin. Cf. 
BLISS. 

blither bli·oa.I (colloq.) talk nonsense. XIX. 
Alteration of BLETHER; esp. in blithering prp. 

blitz blits shortening of G. blitzkrieg 
'lightning-war'. xx. 

blizzard bli·z;J~d (U.S.) sharp blow or 
knock I8Z9; furious blast of wind and snow, 
1870. Of unkn. origin. 

bloat blout bloat herring, herring smoked 
and half-dried. XVI-XIX (dial.). Hence 
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BLOB 

bloa·ted in the same sense XVII-XIX; 
whence bloa·ter, for bloated herring XIX; 
see -ED', -ER1

• Identical in form are bloat 
adj. and vb. and bloated ppl. adj., which are 
used of a puffed, swoollen, or inflated 
condition (lit. and fig.) XVII (bloat face, 
bloatjac'd, G. Daniel; bloated looks, H. 
More); but it is doubtful whether the two 
groups have the same ultimate origin, since 
the adj. meaning 'puffed' may be an altered 
form of an earlier tblout (xm), later blowt 
(Sh. 'Ham.' III iv 182 Qq), meaning 'soft', 
'flabby', the form of which indicates adop
tion from ON. blautr soft, wet, soaked (cf. 
BLOT 2), rei. to blotna become soft or moist 
(whence rare ME. blotne; cf. rare ME. blot, 
app. synon. with blout). The available 
evidence is insufficient to determine whether 
there is any connexion with OE. (poet.) 
blat pale, livid, the mod. repr. of which 
would be bloat. 

blob bl<>b bubble xv (Wyntoun); blister; 
small round mass XVI. In early use north. ; 
like the earlier bluber, blober, BLUBBER, and 
the later synon. bleb (XVII), containing the 
symbolical consonant-combination bl .. b ; 
cf. BUBBLE. 

block bl<>k solid piece or mass (orig. of 
wood) XIV ; mould for a hat, etc. XVI ; group 
of buildings XVIII. - (O)F. bloc- (M)Du. 
blok, (M)LG. block, of unkn. orig. (whence 
G. block, superseding bloch = OHG. bloh). 
Hence (or- F. bloquer) block vb. impede xv 
(Wyntoun); mark out roughly XVI; whence 
blockA·nE XVII; pro b. after ambuscade, con
temp. with G. blockade (which was preceded 
by tblocquada). blo·ckHOUSE tdetached fort 
blocking a passage; timber building loop
holed for firing xv. - (M)Du. blokhuis, 
whence in F. blocquehuys (mod. blocus). 

bloke blouk (sl.) m~, fellow. XIX. Shelta. 

blond bl<>nd light-coloured. xv. Only 
occas. in gen. sense before XIX; blond( e) 
lace and simply blond( e)- F. blonde (sc. 
dentelle lace) is XVIII. - (O)F. blond, fern. 
blonde ( = Pr. blon, It. biondo, Sp. blondo) :
medL. blundu-s, blondu-s yellow, perh. of 
Germ. origin (but no forms are extant). 
Most freq. in fern. form blonde, esp. as sb. 

blood blAd red liquid in the veins of 
animals. OE. blod = OFris., OS. blod (Du. 
bloed), OHG. bluot (G. blut), ON. bl6o, 
Goth. bliip (Crim-Goth. plut) :- CGerm. 
*blooam, of unkn. origin. (There is no 
CIE. word for 'blood'.) Hence bloo·d
HOUND dog used for tracking. XIV; cf. Du. 
bloedhond. bloo·dshed XVI; superseded 
bloodshedding (xiii). bloo·dshot XVII; for 
earlier tblood-shotten (xvi); see SHOOT. 
bloo·dTHIRSTY. xvr (Coverdale, after 
Luther's blutdurstig). 

bloody blA·di sanguinary. OE. blodig = 
OFris. blodich, etc.; see BLOOD, -Y1

• The 
expletive use, orig. adv. as in bloody drunk 

BLOW 

(XVII), bloody hot, bloody sick (Swift), was 
prob. f. the int. blood, 'sblood (for God's 
blood), as woundy, similarly used, was f. 
wounds, 'swounds (zOUNDS); cf. the parallel 
use of woundily afraid (Smollett, I749) and 
bloodily drunk (Fielding, .1749). I][ Some 
earlier superficially similar uses mean 
'cruel(ly)', 'savage(ly)', 'murderous(ly)'. 

bloOJ:n1 bliim blossom, flower XIII (Orm); 
powdery deposit on fruits XVII. ME. (north. 
and n.midl.) blom, blame- ON. bl6m flower, 
blossom, and bl6mi prosperity, pl. flowers, 
corr. to OS. blomo, MDu. bloeme (Du. 
bloem), OHG. bluomo, -ma (MHG. bluome, 
G. blume), Goth. bloma :- CGerm. (exc. OE.) 
*blomon -on, f. *b/6- BLOW 2• For the OE. 
syn. see BLossoM. Hence bloom vb. XIII 
(Orm); cf. ON. bl6mandiblooming, flourish
ing. The prp. bloo·ming (-ING 2) is used as 
one of the many sl. euph. substitutes for 
bloody XIX; whence bloo·mer (cf. -ER1), 

pro b. for blooming error XIX. 
bloom• blum mass of iron brought into 

the form of a thick bar. OE. bloma, identical 
in form with BLOOM', but prob. a different 
word. Hence bloo·mERY first forge in an 
ironworks. XVI; in AL. blomeria (XIV). 

bloomer blii·m<>.I (chiefly pl.) women's 
trouser costume. r8sr. f. name of Mrs. 
Amelia Bloomer, who advocated the use of 
the dress, which was invented c. r8so by 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller of New York. 

blossom bl<>·s<>m flower OE.; mass of 
flowers on a tree XIII. OE. blostm, blos(t)ma, 
corr. to WFris. blossum, (M)Du. bloesem, 
MLG. blos(s)em; cf. ON. bl6mstr; gen. 
referred to the same base as BLOOM\ viz. 
*bllJ-, of which *bios- appears to be an 
extended form (cf. L. fiorere FLOURISH for 
*jlosere, and jlos, jlor- FLOWER). Hence 
blo·ssom vb. OE. blostmian; cf. Du. 
bloesemen. blo·ssomy. XIV (Ch.); see -Y1 • 

blot1 bl(lt spot, stain. XIV. The local 
distribution of the earliest exx. is consistent 
with a Scand. origin, but no suitable form 
is known; cf., however, Ice!. blettr blot, 
stain, Da. dial. blat spot, blot. Hence blot 
vb. spot, stain. xv (blotting-paper XVI). 

blot• bl(lt (in backgammon) exposed piece. 
XVI. prob. - Du. bloot naked, exposed = 
OE. bleat wretched, OFris. blat miserable, 
MLG., MDu. bloat naked, poor, OHG. 
blo:;, G. bloss bare, mere, ON. blautr soft, 
wet :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) '*blautaz, of 
unkn. origin. 

blotch bl<>tJ inflamed patch on the skin 
XVII; blot (as of ink) XVIII. Partly alteration 
of synon. tplotch (XVI-XVII), by assoc. with 
BLOT and BOTCH, partly blending of these. 
Cf. contemp. SPLOTCH. 

blouse blauz light loose upper body gar
ment. XIX. - F. blouse b!Uz, of unkn. origin. 

blow1 blou intr. produce a current of air; 
puff air (into). OE. str. vb. blawan, pt. 
bleow, pp. bltiwen = OFris. *bla (pt. ble), 



BLOW 

OHG. bla(h)an (pp. blahan, blan), replaced 
by wk. OHG. blajan (MHG. blrejen, G. 
bliihen blow up, swell); IE. base "'bhld-, repr. 
also by L. flare (see INFLATE). 

blow2 blou (arch.) bloom, flourish. OE. 
str. vb. blowan, pt. bleow, pp. blowen, corr. 
to wk. vbs. in the other Germ. langs., OFris. 
bloia, OS. blojan (MDu., Du. bloeien), OHG. 
bluojan, bluoen(G. bliihen); all f. Germ. *bl/J-, 
repr. also by BLADE, BLOOM1, BLOSSOM. 

blow• blou hard stroke with fist or weapon. 
xv (first in north. texts as blaw). Of unkn. 
origin ; neither formal nor chronological 
contact can be established with OS. 
iitlbliuwid 'excudit', (M)Du. blouwen beat, 
brake hemp, or OHG. bliuwan (G. blt'iuen, 
bleuen) beat, batter, Goth. bliggwan beat:
Germ. "'blewwan. 

blowzy blau·zi bloated or red-faced; 
dishevelled. XVIII. f. (dial.) blowze beggar 
wench, trull, slattern XVI (Sh.), of unkn. 
origin, perh. LG.; see -Y1• Also blowzed, 
tblowzing, in same sense (xvm). 

blub blAh (colloq.) weep effusively. XIX. 
Shortening of next vb. 

blubber hlA·h:u tfoam, bubble (xn), XIV; 
tpustule; entrails (of fish) xv; jelly-fish; 
fat of whales xvn. Late ME. blober, bluber, 
perh. of imit. origin; cf. LG. blubbern 
babble, G. blubbern bubble, splutter. Early 
exx. of the form are found in proper names, 
viz. Bluberhusum (xn), Blubberhouses, in 
Yorkshire, Blubure, -er as a surname in 
Oxfordshire (XIII). Hence blu·bber vb. 
tbubb!e; weep copiously. XIV. 

blucher blu·k:u, blu·tJ:u leather half-boot. 
XIX (BlUcher boots, Carlyle). f. name of 
Gebhard Leberecht von Blilcher bll1·x:}r, 
general field marshal in command of the 
?russians at the battle of Waterloo (r815). 

bludgeon hlA·d3:}n heavy-headed stick. 
XVIII, Of unkn. origin; per h. orig. cant. 

blue blu of the colour of the clear sky or 
the deep sea. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. bleu, 
blew(e)- (O)F. bleu, -e = Pr. blau, blava, 
OSp. blavo, It. dial. biavo :- Rom. "'blavus 
- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) "'blrewaz (whence 
OE. blrelhrewen, blrewetl 'perseus', OFris. 
bliiw, MDu. blii(u), Du. blaauw, OHG. 
blao, G. blau, ON. bldr dark-blue, livid, 
BLAE), prob. rei. to L. flavus yellow. In 
blue blood tr. Sp. sangre azul, applied to 
Spaniards claiming freedom from Moorish, 
Jewish, or other admixture. As sb. in 
various uses from XIII; the blues (orig. U.S.) 
fit of depression, for earlier the blue devils. 

blue-stocking blu·sto:kil) attrib. wearing 
blue stockings xvn; applied from c. r78o 
to the intellectuals who met in London at 
the houses of Mrs. Montague and others, 
where blue worsted stockings were worn by 
some instead of black silk. (]!Henct' F. bas
bleu, G. blaustrumpf. 

BLUSTER 

bluffl hlAf nearly vertical or perpendicular 
xvn ; rough, blunt XVIII; good-naturedly 
curt or abrupt XIX. orig. naut., perh. of 
LDu. origin, but no suitable form is known 
and Du. tblaf (Kilian, 1599) broad and flat 
(of the face) appears to be isolated. As sb. 
broad precipitous headland XVII (first in 
N. America). 

bluff2 b!Af (orig. U.S. in poker) impose on 
an opponent by heavy betting on a weak 
hand, etc. ; also sb. XIX. - Du. bluffen brag, 
boast, and bluf bragging, boasting. The 
obs. dial. bluff blindfold (superseded by 
bluft) appears to be unrelated. 

blunder blA·nd:}.I tconfuse XIV; move 
blindly or stupidly XIV (Ch.); make a stupid 
mistake XVIII (Swift). prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. MSw. (Norw.) blundra shut the 
eyes, frequent. of the base found in ON. 
(Sw.) blunda, ODa. blunde, rei. to BLIND; 
but the sense-development is not clear. 

blunderbuss hlA·nd:}.IbAs short gun with 
large bore. XVII (also -bush). Alteration, by 
assoc. with BLUNDER, of Du. donderbus, f. 
dander THUNDER+bus gun (orig. Box, tube). 

blunt b!Ant tdull, stupid XII (Orm); not 
physically sharp XIV; trude, unrefined xv ; 
abrupt of speech xvr. The earliest evidence 
suggests a Scand. source and a possible 
neuter formation (as in SCANT, THWART, 
WIGHT 2) on the base of ON. blundr dozing, 
sleep (used as a nickname), blunda close the 
eyes (Norw. blunde doze). Cf. BLUNDER. 

blur b!5.I smear, stain. XVI. The priority 
of sb. or vb. cannot be determined; poss. 
rei. to BLEAR, but Levins's 'Manipulus 
Vocabulorum' (1570) has 'blirre, deceptio, 
blirre, fallere'. 

blurb b!5.Ib (orig. U.S.) publisher's com
mendatory advertisement. xx. Of unkn. 
origin. 

blurt bl;irt utter abruptly. XVI. prob. 
imit. of the discharge of breath after an 
effort to retain it ; formerly used of snorting 
and puffing, and as int. ('pooh!'); now dial. 
of a burst of weeping (also in Sc. blirt). 

blush blAJ become red, spec. with shame 
or confusion. OE. blysian (glossing L. 
rutilare glow red), corr. to MLG. bloschen, 
LG. blilsken; rei. in meaning and no doubt 
ult. in form to MDu. blozen, bl8zen (Du. 
blozen) blush; cf. OE. ablysian blush, 
iiblysnung redness of confusion, and blysa 
torch, blysian blaze. (]! For the vowel-de
velopment cf. burden, cluster, crutch, cudgel, 
flush, much, rush sb., shut, thrush. 

bluster blA·st:}.J be boisterous, rage. XV. 
ult. imit.; there is a formal analogue in LG. 
blustern, blistern flutter. Bluster, used in 
alliterative verse (XIV) of the blind or aim
less wandering or rushing of animals, may 
be a different word. 
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BO 

bo, boh bou int. xv. A combination of 
consonant and vowel esp. suited to surprise 
or startle. Cf. BOO. 

boa bou·a large S. American snake. XIX. 
- modL. use by Linnreus ('Systema Naturre' 
I iii 1083) of L. boa (Pliny), of unkn. origin. 
boa constrictor bou·a kanstri·kta.r largest 
Brazilian serpent of the genus Boa ; modL. 
constrictor squeezer (f. L. constrict- CON
STRAIN), was Linnreus's specific name 
(1788). 

Boanerges bouan~· .rd3iz two sons of 
Zebedee (see Mark iii 17); hence, as sg. 
vociferous orator (xvii). - Gr. boanerges, 
prob. repr. Heb. b'ney regesh, expl. as 'sons 
of thunder'. 

boar b5:u male swine. OE. bar = OS. 
ber/swin, (M)Du. beer, OHG. ber (G. biir) 
:- WGerm. *bairaz (cf. Lombardic sonor/
pair boar of the sounder). 

board b5:ud flat piece of wood ; table 
(now only as used for meals); border, edge 
(now only in seaboard); ship's side. OE. 
bord in its uses combines two orig. distinct 
CGerm. words: (i) a str. n. = OFris., OS. 
bord (Du. boord board, bord shelf, plate), 
MHG., G. bort board, ON. bora board, 
plank, table, maintenance (Sw., Da. bord 
table), ON. jot/bora, Goth. fOtu/baurd foot
stool):- CGerm. *bora am, f. gradation-var. 
of *brea- (OE., OS. bred, MLG., OHG. 
bret, G. brett board, plank); (ii) a str. m. = 
OS. bord, MDu. bort (Du. boord) border, 
edge, ship's side, ON. bora margin, shore, 
shipboard (Sw., Da. bord shipboard) :
Germ. *boraaz; the further connexions of 
both are doubtful. The OE. words were 
reinforced in ME. by the uses of F. bord 
edge, rim, side of a ship ( = Sp., It. bordo :
Rom. *bordu-s- Germ. *boraaz), and by 
the uses of the ON. words, prob. in this 
group of senses, as well as in that of 'table' 
(barely evidenced in OE.) and the derived 
sense of 'maintenance at table', 'supply of 
provisions' (XIV). Hence board vb. come 
alongside (a ship) xv ; cover with boards ; 
provide with board or provisions XVI. 

boast boust In their earliest occurrences 
both sb. (xm) and vb. (xm) denote or imply 
clamorous or threatening utterance ; the 
senses 'threat', 'threaten' continued in Sc. 
till XVIII; it is difficult to determine the date 
of the transition to vainglorious speaking, 
for which OE. had gielp, gielpan (see YELP), 
early north. ME. ros, rose, dial. roose (-ON. 
hros, hrosa) and later ME. glory. -AN. host 
and "'boster, of unkn. origin; W. host, Ir., 
Gael. b6sd are from Eng. 

boat bout small open oared or sailing 
vessel. OE. bat, str. m., corr. to ON. beit, 
str. n. (:-"'bait-, not repr. elsewhere, but 
perh. rei. to BITT). ON. bdtr was from Eng.; 
from Eng. or Scand. the word was adopted 
into LG. and Du., and thence into G. 
(boot); from Eng. is also OW. bat, W. bad. 

BOCARDO 

OF. batel (mod. bateau) is a dim. formation 
on OE. and early ME. biit; thence Pr., Sp. 
batel, It. battello. Hence boa·tMAN, in Sc. 
bat(e)man (xiv-xv), boytman (XVI), bot(e)man 
(xv-xvii); cf. ON. bdtmaar. boa·tswAIN 
bou·sn (denoted by Dryden's sp. boson, 
which was preceded by boatsonne, and is 
now commonly bosun); late OE. btitswegen. 

bob1 b<Jb bunch, knob, knot (of hair). XIV. 
First recorded from north. texts in the 
sense 'bunch or cluster of flowers, fruit, 
etc.', which survives in north. dial. ; used 
gen. later for various roundish objects, e.g. 
grub, larva (xv), knot or bunch of hair or 
the like (xvii). Hence bob vb. make into 
a bob, cut short, dock XVI; fish with a bob 
or bunch of worms XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

bob2 b<Jb A. (dial.) pummel, buffet, rap XIII; 
B. move with a jerk up or down or to and 
fro XIV ('a lite! toun, which that ycleped 
is Bobbe vp and doun', Ch.); curtsy xvm. 
pro b. of symbolic origin; cf. BUFFET1• Hence 
bob sb. (dial.) blow, rap XVI; method of 
change-ringing XVII ; curtsy XIX. (Cf. tbobet 
blow with the fist xv.) 

bob3 b<Jb pet-form of the name Robert, 
perh. the source of various phr. in which it 
means 'man', as Cheapside bob (XVIII), 
dryfwet bob one who devotes himself to 
land/river sports, light bob light infantry
man, and of bob (also formerly bobstick) 
shilling (XIX). Cf. BOBBY. 

bobbery bo·bari noisy disturbance. XIX. 
Of Anglo-Indian origin ace. to the literary 
evidence (from r8r6), and taken by Yule to 
repr. Hindi btip ref 0 father! excl. of 
surprise or grief; but in gen. dial. use and 
recorded for East Anglia in 1825. 

bobbin b<J·bin reel, spool. XVI. -F. bobine, 
tbobin, of unkn. origin. 

bobbish bo·biJ (colloq.) brisk. XIX (Scott). 
f. BOB 2+-ISH. 

bobby bo·bi dim. (see -Y6) of Bob (BOB3), 
pet-form of Robert, used as a slang nick
name for a policeman, in allusion to Robert 
Peel, Home Secretary when the Metro
politan Police Act was passed in 1828. 

bobolink bo·balil)k N. Amer. song-bird. 
xvm. Fuller forms are boblinco(l)n, bob-a
lincum, imit. of the bird's note. Cf. laba
linkin (Purchas). (]! Similar imit. names are 
katydid, mopoke, morepork, whippoorwill. 

bobtail bo·bteil having the tail cut short 
XVI (implied in the vb. bobtail); as adj. 
(Sh.) and sb.; in tag rag and bobtail XVII. 
f. BOB1 or bobbed pp., but the corr. uses of 
the simple bob are not recorded so early. 

bocardo boka·.tdou A. (logic) mnemonic 
word repr. by the vowels the sth mood of 
the 3rd figure. B. tprison, spec. that for
merly situated at the North Gate of Oxford. 
XVI. The transference to sense B may have 
been a university joke. 

(IOJ) 
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BOCHE 

Boche baf (sl.) German. xx. F. (sl.) 'bad 
lot', 'rascal', 'German', held to be shorten
ing of tete (de) boche, in which boche is for 
caboche hard skull (see CABBAGE1). 

bock bak variety of German beer ; glass of 
this. xrx. -F. bock- G. bock, in full bock
bier, short for Eimbockbier, now Einbecker 
bier, f. Einbeck, Eimbeck, town in Hanover, 
Germany. 

hocking ba·kil) coarse woollen drugget. 
xvm. f. name of Rocking, village in Essex, 
fom1erly renowned for the manufacture of 
baize. 

bode baud tannounce, proclaim OE. ; be
token, portend xrv. OE. bodian ( = OFris. 
bodia), f. boda messenger = OFris. boda, 
OS. bodo, OHG. boto (G. bote), ON. booi :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *'buoon, f. *'buo-, 
weak grade of *'beuoan BID. 

bodega bodi·ga wine-shop. XIX. Sp. :
L. apothi!ca (whence also F. boutique shop) 
- Gr. apothike store (see APOTHECARY). 

hodge see BOTCH2• 

bodice b;>·dis woman's body garment. 
XVI (earliest in Sc. use, bodeis and slevis). 
orig. bodies, pl. of BODY in the sense 'part of 
a woman's dress above the waist', formerly 
often in a pair of bodies. i.e. stays, corsets. 
For the retention of the unvoiced pronunc. 
(s) of the pl. ending cf. dice, pence. 

bodkin b;>•dkin tdagger XIV (Ch.); small 
pointed instrument xv; long pin XVI; instru
ment with eyes for drawing tape, etc. XVIII. 
orig. boidekyn (three syll.), possibly of 
Celtic origin (cf. W. bidog, Gael. biodag 
dagger); -kin suggests a dim. formation; 
adopted in W. as bwdcin. The phonetic 
development of the first syll. to bod- is 
obscure. 

bodle, boddle b;>·dl (Sc.) copper coin 
(two pennies Scots). xvn. 'Said to have 
been denominated from a mint-master of 
the name of Bothwell' (Jamieson). 

body b;>·di frame of an animal; main 
portion, trunk OE. ; person XIII. OE. 
bodig str. n., corr. to OHG. potah str. m. 
(MHG. botich, mod. Bavarian dial. bottech 
body of a chemise), superseded in G. by 
leib (see LIFE) and kOrper (- L. corpus) ; 
perh. an alien word in OE. and OHG. 
Bodyguard (xvm), tr. F. garde du corps. 
Hence bo·dy vb. provide with a body or 
shape. xv (Pecock). 

Breotian biou·Jan. xv. f. L. Breotia, Gr. 
Boiotla, name of a district of ancient Greece 
proverbial for the stupidity of its inhabi
tants; see -IAN. 

Boer bu:u, bou·a:r Dutch-descended S. 
African. xrx (earliest form boor). Du.; see 
BOOR. 

bog bag wet spongy land. XIII. orig. Sc. 
-Gael. (and Jr.) bogach, f. bog soft (in 

BOIL 

comps. 'bog', as bogbhuine, bogluachair bul
rush); in early modEng. adopted from Irish 
(cf. bog-trotter wild Irishman xvn); the base 
is *'bhugh- of BOW 2• Hence bog vb. xvn. 
bo·ggy xvr; see -Y1 • 

bogey, bogy bou·gi person or thing much 
dreaded. XIX. orig. as proper name (Bogey 
and Old Bogey the Devil), presumably rei. 
to synon. tbog, north. dial. boggard, -art, 
Sc. bogie, north. Eng. boggle (all recorded 
from xvr), and further to BUG', but the 
connexions of the group are uncertain. 

Bogey, U.S. Bogie bou·gi in golf, the 
number of strokes a good player may be 
supposed to need for each hole. xrx. Said 
to be from an imaginary partner 'Colonel 
Bogey'. 

boggle ba·gl start with fright (often of 
horses) XVI; demur, hesitate XVII. pro b. f. 
dial. boggle (see BOGEY) as if orig. 'to see a 
boggle or spectre'. 

bogie bou·gi (notth. dial.) low truck on 
four wheels; (hence gen.) revolving under
carriage. xrx. Of unkn. origin. 

bogie bou·gl see BOGEY. xvr (bogill, Dun
bar); its use by Burns, Scott, and Hogg 
brought it into Eng. literature. 

bogus bou·gas (orig. U.S.) counterfeit, 
sham. XIX. Appears first in 1827 applied 
to an apparatus for coining false money ; 
of unkn. origin. 

Bohairic bouhai·rik standard form of the 
Coptic language. XIX. f. Bohairah, Arabic 
name of Lower Egypt, f. bul;air lake ; see 
-!C. 

bohea bouhi· finest kinds of black tea. 
xvm. - Fuhkien Chinese Bu-i, local var. 
of Wu-i, name of hills in northern Fuhkien, 
whence black tea was first brought to 
England. 

Bohemian bouhi·mian gipsy XVII; socially 
unconventional person XIX. f. Bohemia a 
state of Central Europe + -(I)AN; after 
F. bohbnien gipsy (xv) orig. one who has 
passed through Bohemia, (later) in the 
trans£. sense 'vagabond', 'adventurer', which 
was introduced into Eng. by Thackeray. 

bohunk bou·hA!Jk (U.S.) South-European 
of inferior class. xx. Of unkn. origin. 

boiF boil hard inflamed tumour. OE. byl 
and byle = OFris. bele, beil, OS. billa (Du. 
buil), OHG. biilla bladder (G. beule) :
WGerm. *'biilja, -jon, f. *'bi1l- (cf. Goth. 
ufbauljan puff up, and Ice!. beyla hump :
*'baulj-). The normal repr. of the OE. 
forms is the gen. mod. dial. bile bail, which 
remained in literary Eng. till XVIII ( cf. 'Bile, 
this is generally spelt boil; but, I think, less 
properly', J.); the form boil dates from xv 
(in PPI. C. XXIII 84 the MSS. have Bules, 
Byles, Belis, and Boilus). 

boil• boil bubble up with heat. xm. 
-AN. boiller, OF. boillir (mod. bouillir) :-



BOISTEROUS 

L. bullire bubble, boil, f. bulla bubble, 
BULL 2• Hence boil sb. XV. 

boisterous boi·st:~r:~s tstout, stiff, bulky; 
violent and rough in manner. xvr. var. of 
tboisteous, later by-form of tboistous, -uous 
(XIII), of unkn. origin. (jf The formally 
identical A~. boistous, OF. boisteus (mod. 
boiteux) lame, does not give a suitable sense. 

bolas bou·l:~s missile used by S. Amer. 
peoples consisting of balls or stones con
nected by cord. XIX. Sp., Pg., pl. of bola 
ball, Bl:;LL 2• 

bold bould stout-hearted OE.; audacious 
xn (Orm). OE. bald (beald) = OS. bald, 
MDu. bout (Du. boud), OHG. bald (MHG. 
bait, surviving in G. adv. bald soon), ON. 
ballr dangerous, fatal :- CGerm. *balpaz 
(repr. in Gothic by balpei boldness, balpata 
boldly, balpjan venture, with which cf. OE. 
bieldan encourage); perh. pp. formation 
(IE. *-tos) on the base *bhel- swell. 

bole1 boul tree trunk. xrv. -ON. bolr; 
cf. MH G. bole (G. bohle) plank ; pass. rei. 
to BALK. 

bole 2 boul kind of compact clay. XIII. 
- late L. bolus; see BOLUS. First in bole 
armeniac or armoniac astringent earth 
brought from Armenia. 

bolection boule·kf:~n (archit.) moulding pro
jecting from the face of a work. XVIII. Other 
forms are ba-, be-, bilection; of unkn. origin. 

bolero bolE:~·rou lively dance xvm ; short 
jacket XIX. Sp., presumably f. bola ball. 

boletus bouli-t:~s genus of fungi. xvn. 
L. - Gr. bolites, perh. f. bolos lump, BOLus. 

bolide bo·laid large meteor. XIX. -F. 
bolide - L. bolid-, bolis - Gr. bolis missile, 
f. *bof- *bel- *bf- throw ( cf. BALL!STA). 

bolP boul tvesicle, bubble XIII; rounded 
seed-vessel xv. - MDu. bolle, Du. bol 
(gen.) round object, introduced in con
nexion with the medicinal use of poppy
heads and flax-cultivation (cf. Du. bolzaad 
poppy-seed, flax-knop); carr. to OE. bolla 
BOWL1• 

boll" boul (north. Eng. and Sc.) measure 
of capacity for grain, etc. xrv - 0~. bolli 
( cf. bl6tbolli sacrificial bowl) = OE. bolla 
BOWL1 (cf. prec.). 

Bollandist bo·l:~ndist any of the compilers 
of the 'Acta Sanctorum'. XVIII. f. name of 
Jean Bolland, Belgian Jesuit who carried on 
the work from 1629 onwards; see -IST. 

bollard bo·l:~.rd (naut.) post in a ship, etc. 
XIV (in Sandahl). Perh. f. ON. bolr BOLE1+ 
-ard -ARD. (jf Not recorded xv--xvm. 

Bolshevik bo·lfivik. 1917. - Russ. Bol'
shevik, f. b6l'she, compar. of bol'sh6y big; 
first applied to the section favouring a 
maximum socialist programme at the 
Second Congress of the Russian Social 
Democratic Party in 1903, later interpreted 

BOMBAST 

as denoting the section which formed the 
majority; cf. MENSHEVIK. 

bolster bou·lst:~.I long stuffed pillow OE.; 
in many techn. uses from XVI. OE. bolster 
cushion = (M)Du. bolster, OHG. bolstar 
(G. polster), ON. bolstr :-Germ. *bolstraz, 
perh. for *bolxstraz, f. *bolg- *belg- swell 
(cf. BELLY, etc.). Hence bo·lster vb. 
(chiefly fig.) prop up XVI; cf. OE. gebolstrod 
supported on pillows. 

bolt1 boult stout arrow OE. ; stout pin for 
fastening XIII (in Sandahl); (from LG.) 
bundle xv. OE. bolt arrow= MLG. bolte, 
-en bolt, fetter, piece of rolled-up linen, 
(M)Du. bout bolt, leg or quarter (of a beast), 
OHG. bolz (G. bolzen) arrow, bolt for a 
door, of unkn. origin; Lith. baldas 'tongs' 
has been compared. Hence bolt vb. (in 
many and various uses derived ult. from the 
two main senses of the sb. 'missile' and 
'fastening') spring, dart, break away XIII ; 
fasten with a bolt xvr ; whence a secondary 
sb. bolt tstart XVI; act of bolting or breaking 
away xrx. bolt adv. 'as straight as a bolt', 
as in bolt UPRIGHT. XIV (Ch.). 

bolt2 , boult boult sift. XIII (bulltedd pp., 
Orm). - OF. butter (mod. bluter), earlier 
buleter, presumably for *bureter ( cf. buretel, 
mod. bluteau sieve) = It. burattare; of unkn. 
origin. The sp. bolt has arisen by assoc. 
with prec. (Survives in the surname 
Boulter.) 

boltel, bowtel bou·(l)t:~l (archit.) plain 
round moulding. xv. Of unkn. origin. 

bolter bo·lt:~.I clog, clot (esp. in pp.). XVII. 
chiefly midi. dial. ; also baulter (XVII), mod. 
bawter, bolter; in Sh. 'Macbeth' IV i 123 

blood-bolter' d matted with blood ; perh. 
frequent. f. BALL. 

bolus bou·l:~s large pill. XVII. - medL. 
bolus- Gr. bolos clod, lump of earth. Cf. 
HOLUS BOLUS. 

bomb born, (formerly) hAm hollow explo
sive projectile. XVII. - F. bombe- It. bomba, 
pro b. f. L. bombus- Gr. b6mbos booming, 
humming, of imit. origin. Hence (or- F.) 
bomb vb. XVII. So bombARD bo·m-, 
hA·mbii.Id early kind of cannon XVI; 
tleather jug XVII (Sh.); mortar-carrying 
vessel XVIII. - (O)F. bombarde, medL. bom
barda, prob. f. L. bombus BOMB. bombard 
bombii·.rd vb. xv. - F. bombarder; hence 
bomba·rdMENT. xvm. bombardm·R 
tartilleryman XVI; non-commissioned officer 
of artillery xrx. -F. 

bombasine bomb:~zi·n tcotton; twilled 
dress-material of silk and worsted. xvr. 
- (O)F. bombasin- medL. bombacinum, for 
bombjicinum (Isidore), n. of bombjicinus 
(Pliny), f. bombjic-, -byx- Gr. b6mbux silk
worm, silk; see -INE1. 

bombast bo·mbrest, (formerly) hA·mbrest 
tcotton-wool, esp. as used for padding; 
turgid language. xvr. var., with parasitic t, 

[xos] 



BOMBINATE 

of tbombace- OF. bombace- medL. bom
biicem, -bax, alteration of L. bombyx silk 
(see prec.). The pp. bombast of the derived 
vb. was formerly used in the sense 'bom
bastic' (xvrr, Sh. 'Othello' I i 13). Hence 
bomba·StiC XVIII, -!CAL XVII. 

bombinate ba·mbineit make a buzzing 
noise. XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. bombim'ire, 
medL. also bombiliire (cf. bombus buzzing, 
bombire buzz); used chiefly in echoes of 
Rabelais' 'chimlera in vacuo bombinans'. 
So bombinA·TION. xrx (cf. Sir T. Browne's 
bombilation, 1646). 

bona fide bou·na fai·di genuine(ly). XVI 
(as adj. XVIII). L., 'with good faith', abl. of 
bona fides (see BONNE, BENE-, FAITH). 

bonanza bonlE·nz:;J (U.S.) good luck, 
prosperity. XIX. - Sp. bonanza fair weather, 
prosperity = (O)F. bonace, -asse, Cat., Pr. 
bonansa, It. bonaccia :-Rom. *bonacia, f. 
L. bonus good, after L. malacia (analysed 
as if containing malus bad) - Gr. malakfii 
softness, f. malak6s soft. 

bona-roba b<>·na r<>·ba (arch.) fine wench. 
XVI (Sh.). - It. buonaroba 'as we say good 
stuffe, that is a good wholesome plum
cheeked wench' (Florio), f. buona good, 
roba dress, stuff, gear. 

bonbon b<>·nb<>n sweetmeat. xrx. - F. 
bonbon lit. 'good-good' (see BONNE); cf. 
GOODY. 

bond 1 b<>nd fetter ; band ; binding force 
XIII ; covenant xrv ; deed binding a person 
to pay money XVI; debenture XVII (cf. F. 
bon). var. of BAND\ and at first interchange
able with it, but later restricted in ordinary 
prose use to the sense 'binding agreement'. 

bond 2 b<>nd in bondage or servitude. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). adj. use of ME. bonde, late 
OE. honda- ON. b6ndi occupier and tiller 
of the soil, husbandman, HUSBAND, for 
b6andi, sb. use of prp. of East Norse boa = 
Olcel. bUa, f. *bii- (see BOWER1). Forming 
permanent camps. in bondmaid, -maiden 
(XVI), -man (XIII; cf. AL. bondemannus XI), 
bondservant, -slave (xvi), bondwoman (xrv, 
Trevisa), which are assoc. in sense with 
BOND1• 

bonduc ba·ndAk (nut of) tropical shrub 
called also nicker. XVII. -F. bonduc- Arab. 
bunduq- Pers. bundiiq (see BUNDOCK). 

bone1 boun any of the parts of a vertebrate 
skeleton. OE. biin = OFris., OS. ben 
(MDu., LG. been), OHG. (G.) bein, ON. 
bein :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bainam, of 
which no further cogns. are recognized 
(contrast arm, eye, foot, heart, knee, nail, 
tooth). The continental langs. have also 
the spec. sense of 'shank', 'leg', for which 
OE. had sceanca SHANK, which was partly 
superseded by LEG (of Scand. origin). 
Hence bone vb. xv. bo·ny xvi; see -Y1• 

bone2 boun (sl.) lay hold of, seize. xrx 
(Vaux). Of unkn. origin; perh. f. BONE\ as 
if with ref. to a dog seizing a bone. 

BOODLE 

boneen bani·n (Anglo-lr.) young pig. XIX. 
- Ir. banabhfn sucking-pig, f. banbh+-£n 

. -EE::-1 2• 

bonfire ba·nfai:;J.J tfire of bones XIV; open
air fire in celebration or as a display xv. 
f. BONE1 +FIRE. In the north. 'Catholicon 
Anglicum' (r483) banefyre is glossed by L. 
'ignis ossium' ; descriptions of and allusions 
to fires of bones occur xv-xvn, and locally 
old bones were collected and stored for the 
purpose down to c. 18oo. 

bonhomie ba·nomi good nature. XVIII 
(Walpole). -F., f. bonhomme 'good man' 
(L. bonus, homo), good-natured fellow. 

Boniface ba·nifeis. xrx. Name of the 
jovial innkeeper in Farquhar's 'The Beaux 
Stratagem', 1707, taken as a generic proper 
name of innkeepers. 

bonito bani·tou striped tunny. XVI 
(Hakluyt). Early forms also -eto, -eta- Sp. 
bonito, of unkn. origin. 

bonne b;m, formerly bAn French nurse
maid. XVIII. - F., fern. of bon :- L. bonus 
good. 

bonnet b<>·nit head-dress; various techn. 
uses. XIV. - OF. bonet (mod. bonnet), short 
for chapel de bonet hat made of 'bonet', in 
medL. bonetus, -um, of unkn. origin. 

bonny ba·ni comely, fine. xv (bonie, bony). 
orig., and still in vernacular use, Sc. and 
north. Eng. ; of doubtful origin, perh. to be 
referred to OF. bon, fern. bone good. 

bonny-clabber ba·nikllE'b;:~J (Anglo-lr.) 
clotted milk. XVII (B. Jonson). - lr. bainne 
clabair (bainne milk, clabair thick sour milk). 

bonspiel ba·nspil (Sc.) tmatch, contest; 
curling match. XVI. pro b. of LG. origin; 
cf. \VFlem. bonespel child's game. 

bontebok ba·ntibak S. African antelope. 
XVIII. Afrikaans, f. bont pied+bok BUCK1• 

bonus bou·n;Js addition to normal pay. 
xvm. prob. joe. or ignorant application of 
L. bonus m., for bonum n. good thing. (Cf. 
circus and thieves' sl. bono for 'good'.) 

bonze banz Buddhist priest in Japan, 
etc. XVI. - F. bonze or Pg. bonzo (modL. 
bonzus, bonzius), prob.- Jap. bonzo or bonzi 
- Chinese fan seng religious person, or J ap. 
bo-zi- Chinese fa-sze teacher of the law. 
Early forms in Eng. works are bonso, bonzi 
pl., boze. 

boo bii (dial.) lowing, as of a cow; utter
ance of 'boo' in derision; also as vb. xrx. 
imit. 

booby bii·bi silly fellow; gannet. XVII. 
prob. (with -Y6)- Sp. bobo (used in both 
senses) :- L. balbu-s stammering, stuttering 
(ult. imit.). Connexion with MHG. buobe 
(G. bube boy, lad, knave), MDu. boeve (Du. 
boef rogue, knave) seems to be impossible. 

boodle bii·dl (U.S.) counterfeit money; 
money, esp. acquired or spent improperly; 
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BOOHOO 

the whole boodle, the whole lot or number. 
XIX. - Du. boedel the whole of one's pos
sessions (de heele boel), disorderly mass, 
corr. to OFris. bodel moveable goods, LG. 
bOde[ (de ganse bOdel). Cf. CABOODLE. 

boohoo buhu· imit. of loud laughter or 
weeping. XIX. (An isolated ex. of bo ho is 
in Skelton's 'Replycacion'.) 

book buk twritten document or record; 
written or printed literary composition ; 
the Book, the divine writings (cf. OE. on 
Godes b6cum, Cristes b6c); main division of 
a work XIII ; volume of accounts, notes, etc. 
xv. OE. b6c fern., pl. bee, corr. to OFris., 
OS. bi5k fern. and n. (Du. boek), OHG. buoh 
mostly n., pl. buoh fern. (G. buch), 0~. bok, 
pl. brekr fern. :- Germ. *boks, pl. *b6kiz 
(the stem is repr. in Goth. by boka fern. 
letter of the alphabet, a writing, pl. b6kos 
book, letter); usu. taken to be a deriv. of 
*boka BEECH, the wood of the tree being the 
material of the tablets on which runes were 
inscribed (cf. 'Barbara fraxineis pingatur 
runa tabellis', Venantius Fortunatus, vr, 
and the use of the pl. in the phr. Goth. 
gakunnan ana bOkum, OHG. lesan ana 
buohhum, ON. rita d bokum). 

bookie bu·ki. XIX. (sl.) f. first syll. of book
maker maker of a betting-book+-IE, -v•. 

boom• bum give out a deep humming 
note xv (bombe, bumbe, bumme); sail with 
great speed xvn. ult. imit. (cf. BOMB); 
perh. orig. - Du. bommen. Hence boom sb. 
XVI, 

boom 8 bum (naut.) long spar; floating 
timber barrier. XVI (Sc. boume). - Du. 
boom tree, pole, BEAM. 

boom3 bum (orig. U.S.) sudden activity 
in commerce. xrx. prob. application of 
BOOM\ with ref. to the notion of a ship 
booming along. Also as vb. 

boomerang bu·m;,rreiJ Australian missile. 
XIX. Native name (wo-mur-rting is recorded 
as a Port Jackson word, biimarin as Kami
laroi). 

boon1 bun tprayer, request; thing prayed 
for; favour XII; benefit, blessing xvm. 
- ON. bon (Sw., Da. bon) :- Germ. *boniz, 
whence also OE. ben BENE: ult. relations 
doubtful. 

boon 2 bun good, gracious xrv; surviving 
in boon companion (xvr) in the sense 'jolly', 
'convivial'. - (O)F. bon:- L. bonus (cf. BENE 
ESSE). In early use freq. in partly anglicized 
F. phr., e.g. bone chere, bon sire, bone order, 
bon voiage, bone fortune. 

boor bu;,l husbandman xv; Dutch or 
German peasant XVI (Dutch colonist, BOER 
xrx); rustic, clownish fellow XVI. - LG. biir 
or Du. boer (which was adopted from a 
dialect that preserved the old u-sound); 
the word is repr. in Germ. by OE. gebiir 
(also neahgebur NEIGHBOUR), MDu. ghebuer, 
buer (Du. buur neighbour), MLG. (ge)biir, 

BO-PEEP 

OHG. gibiir, gibiiro (G. bauer) :- WGerm. 
*gibiir-, f. *gi- v-+ *'biiram dwelling, BOWER1, 

the orig. meaning being, therefore, 'fellow
occupier of a dwelling', hence 'neighbour', 
and finally by assoc. with *bii- cultivate, 
'peasant, rustic'. Clf Du. distinguishes boer 
peasant, farmer, buur neighbour, bouwer 
builder; in G. bauer the words meaning 
'builder' and 'rustic' have coalesced. Hence 
boo·rish xvr; see -ISH1 and cf. Du. boersch. 

boost bust (U.S.) hoist up, assist over 
obstacles, give a lift to, 'puff'. XIX (defined 
as 'raise up, lift up, exalt' in r8rs). Of 
unkn. origin. 

boot1 but (arch.) advantage (in phr. to boot 
tto advantage, in addition); tmaking good, 
repair, remedy, amends. OE. bot = OFris. 
bote, OS. bota, (M)Du. boete, OHG. buo:{a 
(G. busse), ON. bot, Goth. b6ta :- CGerm. 
*boto remedy, advantage, f. *bOt- *bat
(see BETTER, BEST). Hence boot vb. profit, 
avail. xrv. boo·tLESS irremediable (OE. 
bOtleas = OFris. botelas, botlos, ON. bota
lauss) ; useless XVI. 

boot• but A. covering for the foot and 
(lower part of) the leg XIV; B. tspace for 
attendants on the outside of a coach XVII ; 
receptacle for luggage on a coach XVIII. ME. 
bote- ON. boti or its source, OF. bote (mod. 
botte) = Pr. bota; in AL. bota (xii), botta; 
of unkn. origin. The senses under B appear 
to derive from modF. (Identity with F. 
botte butt, cask, leathern vessel (xv) cannot 
be entertained on account of the discrepancy 
of form and date.) W. botasen, Gael. bot 
are from Eng. or F. Boot and saddle (XVII), 
order for cavalry to mount; alteration, by 
partial translation, of tboutesel, tbot et sel 
-F. boute-selle 'put-saddle' (see BUTT1). 

Hence boo·tle:gger (orig. U.S.) one who 
carries (illicit) liquor in his boot-legs. XIX. 

booth buo temporary dwelling ; covered 
stall. XII (Orm). ME. bop (cf. AL. botha, 
bothus XII)- OEast Norse "'boa (Sw., Da. 
bod stall, shop) = Oicel. bziiJ dwelling, f. 
East Norse boa = Olcel. bzia dwell (see 
BOWER1). 

booty bu·ti plunder. xv. First recorded 
from Caxton, who has botye, buty, beside 
butyn, butin (which was current in Eng. 
xv-xvm).- (O)F. butin (cf. Sp. botin, It. 
bottino)- MLG. biite, buite exchange, dis
tribution (whence G. beute), rei. to ON. 
byta deal out, exchange, of doubtful origin. 

booze, boose buz (sl. or colloq.) drink. 
xm. ME. bous sb., bouse vb. (each recorded 
once); these gave normally bouse baus, and 
bouse bauz (cf. Browning's rhyming of 
bowsed with caroused and drowzed) ; but this 
pronunc. appears to have been gen. arrested 
by re-adoption in XVI (Skelton, Harman) 
of the orig. etymon, MDu. biisen (Du. 
buizen) drink to excess. 

bo-peep boupi·p game played by peeping 
from behind a hiding-place and crying bol 
XVI. f. BO int.+PilllP1• 
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BORAGE 

borage ba·rid3, bA·rid3 genus of plants,iBo
rago. XIII. - (O)F. bourrache = Pr. borraga, 
It. borragine, Sp. borraja, Pg. borragem 
- medL. bor(r)ago, -agin-, perh. -Arab. 
abii 'araq 'father of sweat', the Arabian 
physicians using the plant as a diaphoretic. 
Cf. G. bor(r)etsch. 

borax b5·rreks biborate of sodium. XIV 
(boras, Ch. ; horace; borax, after medL., 
from xvr). -OF. boras- medL. borax (so 
modF.; in Sp. borrax, It. borrace)- Arab. 
biiraq- Pers. biirah. So boracic borre·sik. 
xrx. f. borac-, stem of medL. borax. 

Bordeaux b5.rdou·. XVI (in earliest use Sc., 
of skins and wine). Formerly b(o)urdeaux, 
burdeous- OF. b(o)urdeaux, appellative use 
of the name of a city in S. France :- Burdi
galis, f. L. Burdigala, chief town of the 
Bituriges Vivisci, a people of Gallia Aqui
tania. 

border b5·.rd;u edge, boundary. XIV 
(bordure, Ch.).- OF. bordure, earlier bor
deU1·e, corr. to Pr., Sp. bordadura, It. borda
tura - CRom. deriv. of *bordare (F. border, 
etc.), f. *bordus; see BOARD, -URE. The 
suffix -ure was weakened to -er as in BRACER ; 
but the orig. form is retained in techn. use 
(e.g. her.). Hence bo·rder vb. xrv. bo·r
derer dweller on the borders of a country 
xv (in earliest use Sc.); see -ER1• 

bore1 ba;u pierce. OE. borian = MLG., 
MDu. boren, OHG. boron (G. bohren), ON. 
bora :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *boron, f. 
*boraz (whence OE., ON.· borr auger, 
gimlet); the IE. base *bhor-, *bhr- is repr. 
by L. forare pierce, Gr. phdros plough, 
ploughing, phdrynx PHARYNX. Hence bore 
sb. XIV; in earliest use pro b.- ON. bora 
bore-hole = OHG. boro auger :-Germ. 
*boron. 

bore2 baa.r extraordinary tidal wave. XVII. 
The absence of earlier evidence makes the 
origin very doubtful, but deriv. from ON. 
bdra wave, billow, is appropriate for form 
and meaning. 

bore3 baa.I tennui; tannoyance, nuisance; 
tiresome thing XVIII; (early U.S.) hoax; 
tiresome person XIX. Of unkn. origin ; some 
of the earliest exx. (1766, 1767, 1768) make 
reference to French bore (connoting dullness 
or lack of interest), which has not been 
explained. 

boreal b5·rial northern. xv. - (O)F. 
boreal or late L. borealis, f. L. boreas - Gr. 
boreas north wind; see -AL. Cf. AURORA 
BOREALIS. 

borecole baa·.rkoul variety of cabbage. 
XVIII. - Du. boerenkool 'peasants' cabbage', 
f. boer BOOR+ kool COLE. 

boreen bori·n (Anglo-Ir.) lane. xrx. -Ir. 
b6ithrin dim. of b6thar bohar road ; see 
-EEN 2• 

born, borne b5.rn var. forms of the pp. 
(OE. boren) of BEAR2, differentiated since 

BOSS 

c. 16oo; born is now no longer assoc. with 
bear, the phr. to be born being an indepen
dent intr. vb. equiv. to F. na'itre, L. nasci; 
borne is retained in literary use for 'carried', 
'endured'. 

boron baa·nm (chem.) non-metallic ele
ment, extracted from borax and resembling 
carbon in some of its properties. XIX (Davy). 
f. BOR!Ax+-on of CARBON. 

borough b.~·ra tfortress; town (orig. 
fortified) OE. ; town of a certain (political) 
status XVI. OE. burg, burh = OFris. burch, 
OS. burg (MDu. burch, Du. burg; see 
BURGOMASTER), OHG. burug (G. burg), ON. 
borg, Goth. baurgs :- CGerm. *burgs, str. 
fern. (hence medL. and Rom. burgus ; see 
BOURG), rei. to *bergan protect, shelter (cf. 
BORROW, BURY). The sense of 'town', 'civil 
community' may have been developed in 
early Germ., but in German and the Scand. 
langs. the word is recorded chiefly in the 
sense 'fortress', 'castle'. The OE. dative sg. 
byrig (early ME. biiri, biri, beri) is preserved 
in place-names ending in -bury bari, and in 
Bury be·ri. 

borrow ba·rou take on pledge or credit. 
OE. borgian = OFris. borgia, MLG., MDu. 
borgen, OHG. borgen (G. borgen), f. Germ. 
*borg-, whence OE., OFris., OS. borg, 
MHG. bore pledge, rei. to OE. beorgan = 
OS., OHG. bergan (Du., G. bergen), ON. 
bjarga, Goth. bairgan :- Germ. *bergan (see 
prec.). 

OE. borg survived in Sc. legal use; it was 
continued in JVIE. in the phr. to borrow (e.g. 
seint John to borzve, Ch.) orig. in appealing 
to God or a saint 'as security' for one's 
honour, hence as a mere asseveration. 

borzoi b5·.rzoi Russian wolf-hound. xrx. 
-Russ. b6rzyj swift (the Russ. word for the 
dog is borzdja). 

bosh baJ nonsense. XIX. -Turk. bosh 
empty, worthless; gained currency from 
its frequent use in James Justinian Morier's 
novel 'Ayesha', 1834. 

bosky ba·ski (arch.) grown with bushes or 
thickets. XVI. f. bosk (ME. XIII-XIV, but 
in mod. literary use a back-formation from 
bosky), var. of busk, BUSH1 +-Y1• 

bosom bu·zam breast. OE. bosm = OFris. 
bosm, OS. bosom (Du. boezem), OHG. 
buosam (G. busen) :- WGerm. *bOsm-, 
perh. for *bOxsm-, f. *bog- (see BOUGH), the 
primary meaning being the space embraced 
by the arms (cf. fathom). 

boss1 bas protuberance, round prominence. 
xm. ME. boce, bose, boos (the earliest 
recorded sense is 'hump')- OF. boce (mod. 
bosse) = Pr. bosa, It. bozza, boccia (whence 
Sp. bocha) :-Rom. *bokja or *botja, of 
unkn. origin. 

boss• bas (orig. U.S.) master, employer. 
XIX (W. Irving). - Du. baas master, gen. 
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BOSTON 

held to be rei. to OHG. basa aunt (G. base 
aunt, niece), of unkn. origin. 

boston ba·st:;m card-game allied to whist. 
XIX (Boston whist, r8os). -F. boston, said to 
be named from the siege of Boston (Massa
chusetts, U.S.A.) in the American War of 
Independence, to which the technical terms 
of the game refer ; but other accounts are 
given. 

bosun bou·sn see BOATSWAIN. 
bot(t) bot parasitic worm or maggot. xv. 

prob. of LDu. origin and introduced as'a 
farming term; cf. Du. bot, WFris. botten 
(pl.), WF!em. botse, NFris. galboten liver
worm, WFris. botgalle disease caused by 
these; further relations unkn. 

botanic botre·nik pert. to the study of 
plants. XVII. - F. botanique, or its source, 
late L. botanicus- Gr. botanik6s, f. botdne 
plant; see -Ic. So bota·nical. XVII. Hence 
botany bo·tani the scientific study of 
plants XVII; on the analogy of astronomic, 
astronomy; see -v3

• bo·taniZE collect or 
study plants. XVIII. - modL. botaniziire 
-Gr. botanizein gather plants. bo·taniST. 
XVII. -F. 

botargo bouta·.tgou relish of mullet or 
tunny roe. XVI (botarge; Capt. Smith has 
buttargo and puttargo, r6r6). -It. botargo, 
botarga (now bottarga) - Arab. butarkhah 
preserved mullet roe - Coptic outarakhon, 
f. ou- indef. article+Gr. tarikhion pickle. 

botch' botf thump, tumour, boil; plague 
of boils, etc. XIV (PPI., Wyclif, Trevisa). 
- ONF. boche, var. of OF. boce Boss'. 

botch2 botf put a patch on (now, clumsily) 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); fig. XVI. Of unkn. origin; 
poss. trans£. use of BOTCH1, or rei. obscurely 
to synon. dial. hodge (xvi). 

both boup the one and the other. XII 
(bape, Orm). ME. biipe, hOpe (g. biij;re, 
bii]Jer, bOther)- ON. bdoir m., bdiJar fern., 
bdoi and bceoi n. = OFris. be(i)the, be(i)de, 
OS. beoia m., fern., beaiu n., OHG. bede, 
beide m., bedo, beido fern., bediu n. (G. beide); 
extended form of the base found in OE. 
begen m., bii, bit fern. and n. (ME. beie-n, b6), 
Goth. bai m., bii n., and as the second el. of 
L. ambo, OS!. (Russ.) oba, Skr. ubhdu, Av. 
uva both. Also adv. (conj.) XII (Peter
borough Chron.). It is doubtful how far 
rare late OE. bii ]Jii both the (corr. to Goth. 
bii jJ6 n.) contributed to the establishment 
of this word. 

bother bo·~a.I (dial.) bewilder, confuse; 
pester, worry. XVIII (also bodder, Swift). 
First recorded from the writings of Irish
men (T. Sheridan, Swift, Sterne), and 
doubtless of Anglo-Ir. origin, but no 
plausible Ir. source can be adduced; poss. 
an Ir. pronunc. of POTHER. Hence bo·ther 
sb. XIX. (For sb. and vb. there is a local 
sense 'humbug', 'blarney'.) botherA·TION. 
XIX (bodwation, Southey). 

BOUGH 

bothy, bothie ba·pi hut, cottage. XVIII 
(Pennant). rei. obscurely to lr., Gael. both, 
bothan, perh. cogn. with BOOTH, 

bo-tree bou·tri pipal tree. XIX. repr. 
Sinhalese bogaha, f. bo (:- Pali, Skr. bodhi 
perfect knowledge), more fully bodhitarii 
(taru tree) + gaha tree; under such a tree 
Gautama attained the enlightenment which 
constituted him the Buddha. 

botryo- ba·triou comb. form of Gr. b6trus 
bunch of grapes. 

bottle' bo·tl narrow-necked vessel for 
liquids. XIV (Wyclif). -OF. botele, botaille 
(mod. bouteille), whence Sp. botella, It. 
bottiglia :- medL. butticula, dim. of late L. 
buttis BUTI5• 

bottle2 bo·tl bundle of hay, etc. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. hotel, dim. of botte bundle- MUG., 
MDu. bote bundle of flax, prob. f. Germ. 
•but- strike (cf. BUTT1). 

bottom bo·tm A. lowest surface or part 
OE.; valley, dell (surviving in place-names); 
foundation xv; B. keel of ship, hull XVI. 
OE. botm (bopm) = OS. bodom (Du. bodem), 
corr. with variation of suffix (cf. OE. bytme, 
bypme, by]Jne bottom, keel) to ON. botn, 
and parallel to OE. bodan, corr. to OHG. 
bodam (G. baden ground, earth):- Germ. 
•bupm-, •bupn- :- IE. •bhudhm(e)n-, f. 
•bhudh- (also •bhundh-), whence also L. 
fundus, Gr. puthm~n (:- •phuthm~n), Olr., 
Gael. bond, bonn, W. bon, Skr. budhnds, the 
orig. sense being 'foundation', 'base'. Sense 
B is from Du. 

bottomry bo·tamri borrowing on the 
security of a ship. XVI. - Du. bodemerij 
(also bomerij; cf. bummary, Pepys), f. bodem 
BOTTOM in the sense 'ship's hull, ship'; see 
-RY. 

botulism bo·tjulizm poisoning from eating 
decomposed foods (the bacillus is Bacillus 
botulinus). xrx. f. L. botulus sausage (cf. 
BOWEL)+ -ISM, after G. botulismus. 

boucherize bu·faraiz impregnate timber 
with copper sulphate. XIX. f. name of 
Boucherie, French chemist+-rzE. 

boudoir bu·dwii.I lady's private room. 
XVIII (Chesterfield). -F. boudoir prop. 
'place to sulk in', f. bouder pout, sulk, of 
imit. origin ; see -OIR. 

bougainvilbea bugeinvi·lia, -vili·a genus 
of tropical plants. XIX. f. name of Louis 
Antoine de Bougainville, French navigator 
(1729-18II). 

bough bau tshoulder; t(Sc.) limb; limb 
of a tree. OE. bOg, b6h = MLG. b6ch, biich 
(LG. boog), MDu. boech (Du. boeg shoulders, 
chest of a horse, bows of a ship), OHG. 
buog shoulder, forearm (G. bug horse's 
hock or point of shoulder, bow of a ship), 
ON. b6gr shoulder:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
•boguz :- IE. •bhiighw, repr. also by Gr. 
pdkhus,p€khus (:- •phdkhus) forearm, cubit, 
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BOUGIE 

Skr. btihlis arm, forearm, forefoot. The basic 
meaning is unkn.; the sense 'limb of a tree' is 
a purely Eng. development. See also Bow3• 

bougie bii·3i wax candle. XVIII. - (O)F. 
bougie (orig. the wax itself, as in chandeles 
de bougie), f. name of a town Bougie (Arab. 
Bujiyah) in Algeria, where a trade in wax 
was carried on; so Sp., It. bugia. 

bouillabaisse biijabei·s dish of stewed 
fish. XIX. F.- modProv. bouiabaisso. 

bouilli bii·ji boiled or stewed meat. xvn 
(buollie, Butler's 'Hudibras'). -F. bouilli, 
sb. use of pp. of bouillir BOIL 2

; cf. BULLY3
• 

bouillon bu·j5 broth. XVIII. F., f. bouillir 
BOIL 2• 

boulder bou·lda.r large rounded water
worn stone. XIII. First in 'Havelok' I. 1790 
as bulder ston, of Scand. origin; cf. Sw. dial. 
bullersten, buldurstajn; perh. orig. a stone 
that causes a rumbling noise in water (cf. 
Sw. buller sb., bullra vb. rumble). 

boule see BUHL, 
boulevard bul(i)vii.I, -vii.:~d broad tree
lined walk. XVIII. -F. boulevard (whence 
It. baluardo, Sp. baluarte), tboullewerc- G. 
bollwerk BULWARK; orig. applied to a 
promenade laid out on the horizontal 
portion of a rampart in a demolished 
fortification. 

bounce bauns First in the vb. (bunsen 
tbeat, thump xm); the application to loud 
explosive noise, blustering, and bounding 
like a ball appears in vb., sb., and int. in 
early XVI; possibly of LDu. origin (cf. LG. 
bunsen beat, thwack, Du. bons thump, which 
are, however, not recorded early), but perh. 
of independent imit. origin. 

bound1 baund tlandmark XIII; boundary; 
pl. territory; limit of action XIV. -AN. 
bounde, OF. bun(n)e, bone, bunde, bonde, 
earlier bodne :- medL. bodina, earlier butina, 
of unkn. origin. Cf. BOURN. Hence bound 
vb. tlimit XIV; form the boundary of XVII. 
bou·ndLESS. XVI. 

bound• baund treacly XIII (Orm); pre
pared to go, destined XIV. ME. biin, boun 
-ON. bUinn, pp. of bUa prepare (cf. BOOR, 
BOWER1); the final d of bound (xv1) may be 
purely phonetic, as in SOUND 3, but is prob. 
in part due to assoc. with BOUND 3

• 

bound 3 baund shortened form of BOUNDEN ; 
in the senses 'obliged', 'fated, destined', 
(U.S.) 'determined', functioning as an adj. 
XIV. 

bound' baund frebound; spring upwards. 
XVI (Sh.). - (O)F. bondir resound, (later) 
rebound = Pr. bondir :- Rom. *bombitire, 
for late L. bombittire, var. of bombiltire (see 
BOMBINATE). So bound sb. XVI. -F. bond, 
f. bondir. 

boundary bau·nd;~ri limiting line. xvn 
(Bacon). Alteration of (dial.) bounder (xvi), 
f. bound vb. (see BOUND1) + -ER1 ; per h. after 
limitary. 

BOUT 

bounden bau·ndn pp. (OE. bunden) of 
BIND, formerly used in various senses of 
the vb., in mod. times mainly in the sense 
'beholden, indebted' (XVI), and in echoes 
of the phr. bounden duty (xvr). 

bounder bau·nda.I (sl.) A. tfour-wheeled 
dog-cart or trap ; B. ill-bred fellow. XIX. 
f. BOUND 4+ -ER1 ; in A. with ref. to springi
ness ; in B perh. assoc. with bounce and 
bumptious. 

bounteous bau·ntias generously liberal. 
XIV (Ch.). Late ME. bountevous (later 
bounteous xv), f. OF. bontif, -ive benevolent 
(f. bonte BOeNTY), after plentevous PLENTE
ous. 

bounty bau·nti tgoodness, excellence; gra
cious liberality XIII ; gift, gratuity XVIII. 
- (O)F. bonte :- L. bonitatem, f. bonus good 
(cf. BOON 2); see -TY. Hence bou·ntiful XVI; 
see -FUL1 • 

bouquet bu·kei nosegay XVIII; aroma of 
wine XIX. -F. bouquet (earlier, clump of 
trees), f. dial. var. of OF. bos, bois wood 
(cf. BUSH1

); see -ET. 

bourdon bua· .I dan fundersong XIV; (from 
mod F.) bass stop in an organ XIX.- (O)F. 
bourdon drone= Sp. bordon, It. bordone :
Rom. *burdo(n-), of imit. origin. 

bourg bua.rg, II bur (hist.) town. xv. 
- (O)F. bourg = Pr. bore, Sp. burgo, It. 
borgo :- medL. burgus BOROUGH. 

bourgeois1 bua·.13wa French citizen of 
the trading middle class. XVI. - (O)F. 
bourgeois, earlier burgeis; see BURGESS; adj. 
XVIII (Walpole). 

bourgeois• b;i.rd3oi·s (typogr.) size of 
type between long primer and brevier. 
XIX. Conjectured to be f. the name of a 
printer; but perh. referring to its inter
mediate size. 

bourn1 bua;m, boa.rn boundary, bound, 
limit. XVI. - (O)F. borne, earlier bodns; 
see BOUND1. Recorded early only from Ld. 
Berners (bozmdes and bornes) and Sh. (seven 
times); to the latter is due its modern 
currency (since xvm), esp. in echoes of 
'Hamlet' III i 79 ; assim. in form to bourn, 
BURN 2• 

bourn• var. of BUR.'Ia. 

bourse baa.Is, II burs money exchange, 
spec. (B-) French stock exchange. XIX. F., 
'purse'; see BURSE. 

bouse, bowse1 baus haul with tackle. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin. 

bouse, bowse2 see BOOZE. 

boustrophedon baustrofi·don alternately 
from right to left and from left to right. 
XVII. Gr., f. boustrophos 'ox-turning' (with 
ref. to ploughing), f. bo11s ox (see cow)+ 
stroph- (cf. STROPHE). 

bout baut tcircuit; (dial.) length of a 
furrow and back again; round of exercise, 
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BOUTS-RIMES 

fighting. XVI. var. of thought (xv) bend, 
fold, turn, prob.- LG. bucht (see BIGHT); 
assoc. with bout, aphetic form of ABOUT. 

bouts-rb:nes buri·mei, II burime versifica
tion to set rhymes. XVIII. F.; bouts ends, 
rimes rhymed. 

bovate bou·veit oxgang. XVII. - medL. 
bovtita, f. L. bov-, bas ox; see cow\ -ATE1• 

bovine bou·vain ox-like. XIX. - late L. bovi
nus, f. bov-; see cow', -INE1• 

bow1 bou weapon for shooting arrows 
OE.; trans£. to various bent objects XIV. 
OE. boga bow, rainbow, arch = OFris. 
boga, OS. bogo (Du. boog), OHG. bogo (G. 
bogen), ON. bogi :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*bugon, f. *bug-, short stem of *beugan (cf. 
BOW2). In bow legs, and the earlier bow
back, -backed (xv), now assoc. with this sb., 
bow may be orig. howe ppl. adj. :- OE. bogen, 
pp. of BOw2• Hence bo:w-wi·NDOW curved 
bay window. XVIII (Richardson). 

bow• bau bend (esp. the body) OE.; cause 
to bend XIII ; incline the head in salute 
XVII. OE. biigan, pt. beah, bugon, pp. bogen, 
corr. to MLG. biigen, MDu. biighen (Du. 
buigen) and (with a different grade in the 
pres. stem) OHG. biogan (G. biegen), ON. 
•bjuga (pt. pl. bugum, pp. boginn). Goth. 
biugan, baug, bugum, bugans :- CGerm. 
•beugan (cf. Bow1). The obvious con
nexions outside Germ. have -g- (to which 
Germ. -k- should corr.), viz. L. fugere flee 
(a sense found in OE. biigan), Gr. pheligein 
flee, Skr. bhuj bow, bend. Weak inflexions 
appear before IJOO (Cursor M.). Hence 
bow sb. bend of the head or body XVII 
(Cowley). 

bow• bau fore-end of a boat. xv (in San
dahl). - LG. boog, Du. boeg (whence Sw. 
bog, Da. boug) ; see BOUGH and cf. BOWLINE, 
BOWSPRIT, which are earlier. Not related to 
Bow1 or BOW2, but pop. assoc. with the 
latter and infl. by its pronunc. 

bowdlerize bau·dl;:>r;:>iz expurgate. XIX. 
f. the name of Dr. T. Bowdler, who in I8I8 
published an edition of Shakespeare's works 
'in which those words and expressions are 
omitted which cannot with propriety be 
read aloud in a family' ; see -IZE. 

bowel bau·:~l intestine, gut. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. buel, bouel- OF. buel, boel, bouel, 
boiel (mod. boyau) = Pr. budel, It. budello 
:- L. botellus pudding, sausage (Martial), 
small intestine, dim. of botulus sausage, 
prob. of alien origin. 

bower1 bau·:~.z tdwelling; inner apart
ment, lady's apartment OE.; arbour XVI. 
OE. biir, corr. to OS. biir (LG. buur), OHG. 
biir (G. bauer birdcage), ON. bzir :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *biiraz, *biir,am, f. *bii- d":ell 
(see BE, BOOR). For the present sp., wh1ch 
appeared xv and superseded bour, cf.jlower, 
tower. 

BOX 

bower2 bau·a.z either of two anchors carried 
at the bows. XVII. In full bower anchor; 
f. BOW3 +·ER1

• 

bower3 bau·a.z knave of trumps and knave 
of the same colour at euchre. XIX. - G. 
bauer (see BOOR) knave at cards. 

bowery bau·ari (hist.) Dutch farm in New 
YorkStatexvn; (B-)region of New York City 
orig. occupied by Governor Stuyvesant's 
country seat XVIII. - Du. bouwerij hus
bandry, farm, f. bouwen cultivate; see BOOR, 
-ERY. 

bowie bou·i, bii-i large slightly-curved 
knife. XIX (1838). In full bowie-knife; f. 
name of Colonel James Bowie (killed 1836), 
who possessed a hunting-knife which served 
as a pattern. 

bowl' boul round vessel to hold liquids, 
etc. OE. bolla, bolle, corr. to OS. bollo cup 
(Du. bol round object; see BOLL1), OHG. 
bolla (MHG. bolle) bud, round pod, globu
lar vessel (cf. OE. heajodbolla, OHG. hirni
bolla skull, OE. protbolla Adam's 
apple), f. •bul- *bel- *bal- swell (cf. BALL', 
BULWARK). 

bowP boul tball; globular body used in 
games; (pl.) game with bowls. xv. - (O)F. 
boule = Pr. bola, Sp. bolla ball, It. bolla 
bubble, pustule:- L. bulla (see BULL 2). 

bowler bou·b.z low-crowned stiff felt hat. 
XIX. f. name of John Bowler, hat-manu
facturer of Nelson Square, London. 

bowline bou·lin (naut.) rope connecting 
the weather side of a sail with the bow. 
XIII. (In ONF. and AN. boeline XII-XIII) 
- MLG. boline, MDu. boechlijne, f. boeg 
Bow"+lijne LINE1 ; cf. OSw. boghline, G. 
buline, F. bouline, Sp., It. bolina, all of like 
origin. So bowsprit bou·sprit spar run
ning out from the stem of a vessel. XIII (in 
Sandahl). - (M)LG. bogspret, MDu boech
spriet (Du. boeg-), whence also G. bugspriet, 
Sw. bogsprot, Da. bogspryd, F. beaupre, Sp. 
baupres, It. bompresso; see SPRIT. 

bow-wow bau·wau· imit. of a dog's bark. 
XVII (bowgh wawgh, bough wough), earlier 
baugh baw (xv), bough (XVI), baw waw (xvi); 
cf. tba.ffe vb (xv), (dial.) wa.ff, waugh (xvii), 
and G. wau wau, Du. boubou, bafbaf, WF!em. 
bauwbauw, L. baubiiri, Gr. bait bali, F., Pr. 
baubau. 

box1 boks evergreen tree Buxus. OE. box 
- L. buxus- Gr. pzixos. 

box2 boks receptacle with a lid, of wood, 
etc., in earliest use for medicaments OE. ; 
for money XIV (Ch.); so Christmas box orig. 
of earthenware, used for collecting money 
for Christmas, when it was broken and the 
contents shared out XVII ; various transf. 
and techn. uses from XVII. Late OE. box, 
prob. - *buxem, for late L. buxidem, ace. 
of buxis, var. of L. pyxis, prop. box of box
wood (cf. 'pixis, bixen [i.e. of boxwood] box', 
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BOX 
lElfric); see PYX. Cf. OF. boiste (mod. boite) 
box :- med. L. buxida, and MDu. busse, 
bosse (Du. bus, bos), OHG. buhsa (G. biichse) 
:- WGerm. *buxsja - L. pyxis. Boxing-day 
26 December, the day for giving Christmas 
boxes XIX. Hence box vb. enclose in a 
box xv. 

box• b01ks blow, buffet (now usu. on 
the ear). XIV. Of unkn. origin. Hence 
box vb. beat, esp. with the fist; fight with 
fists XVI; whence bo·XER1 pugilist xvm, 
from 1900 designating a member of a 
Chinese nationalist secret society, i ho chuan 
or chuen 'righteous harmony boxers (fists)'. 
t][ The words have passed into many Eur. 
langs. 

box' b01ks phr. box the compass repeat the 
points of the compass in order and back
wards; (fig.) make a complete revolution; 
(in full box-haul) veer a ship round on her 
keel. XVIII. prob.- Sp. bojar (boxar) sail 
round (e.g. bojar el mundo, la isla)- MLG. 
bogen to bend, bow, f. base of Bowl, BOW 2• 

t][ Other naut. terms of Sp. origin are 
buoyant and capsize. 

box-calf b;J"kskiif Named c. r89o by 
Edward L. White, of White Bros. & Co., 
Massachusetts, U.S.A., after Joseph Box, 
bootrnaker, of London. 

boy hoi tmale servant ; tyouth or man of 
low estate; t'fellow', 'knave' XIII; young 
male child XIV; native servant, negro slave 
XVII. ME. boie, boy(e), also bay, bey(e), bye, 
bwey, in which the variation of vowel sug
gests an OF. original with -ui-, and aphetic 
-AN. *abuie, "'embuitf, pp. of OF. embuier 
fetter:- L. *imboiare, f. in IM-1 +boia, chiefly 
pl. boia: fetters- Gr. boeiai (dorai) ox-hides, 
f. boils ox, cow. The primary meaning 
would be 'man in fetters', hence 'slave', 
'serf'. For the loss of e cf. ASSIGN 2• t][Con
tact cannot be proved with MDu. boye, 
which appears to be :- bode messenger, 
servant, and is of later date than boy ; the 
MDu. word is pro b. the source of LG. and 
Fris. boi. 

boyar, boyard boujii·.I, boi·ii.Id member 
of an old Russian aristocracy. XVI (boiaren). 
- Russ. boydrin, pl. boydre :- "'bolydrin, 
prob. f. bo[- great (cf. BOLSHEVIK) j cf. 
Byzantine Gr. bollddai, boliddai, Bulg. 
boler£n, Serb. bolyar. 

boycott boi·kot refuse to have social or 
business relations with. r88o (first used of 
the action of the Irish Land League against 
those who incurred its hostility). f. name 
of Captain C. C. Boycott (r832-r897), who 
was a victim of such treatment as agent for 
the estates of the earl of Erne, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland, at the hands of the tenants. t][ The 
word has passed into other Eur. langs. 

brabble brre·bl (dial.) dispute captiously, 
squabble. XVI. prob. ult. imit., but perh. 

BRACKISH 

immed.- (M)Du. brabbelen jabber (cf. brab
beltaal gibberish); cf. G. brabbelen babble, 
(of the sea) boil; possibly, however, a blend 
of BRAWL1 and BABBLE. 

brace1 breis tguard for the arm XIV; pair, 
couple XV (Lydg.); clasp, clamp, thong; 
strap XIV; ( archit.) strengthening band; clasp, 
etc. xv; carpenter's tool to hold a bit XVI; 
(typogr.) bracket XVII. -OF. brace two 
arms or their extent (mod. brasse fathom) 
:- L. bracchia, pl. of bracchium arm (whence 
F. bras)- Gr. brakhion. Some senses de
pend upon BRACE 2• 

brace• breis tembrace ; encircle, gird XIV ; 
make tense or firm xv. -OF. bracier em
brace, f. brace (see prec.); but the later 
sense is direct from the sb. 

bracelet brei·slit ornamental ring for arm 
or wrist. xv. - (O)F. bracelet, dim. of 
brace[ ( = Sp. brazal, It. bracciale) :- L. 
bracchiale, f. bracchium arm (see BRACE1). 

bracer brei ·sa.I armour or guard for the 
arm. XIV (Ch.). -OF. brasseiire, f. bras arm 
(:- L. bracclzium; see BRACE1)+-eure -URE; 
for change of suffix cf. BORDER. 

brach brretf (arch.) hunting-dog; bitch
hound. XIV. ME. braches pl.- OF. braches, 
-ez, pl. of brachet, dim. of brae, ace. bracon 
( = Pr. brae, Sp. braco, It. bracco) :- CRom. 
*bracco- Frankish *brak (cf. OHG. brakko, 
G. bracke); the sg. brach is a back-formation. 

brachiopod bne·kiopod (zool.) bivalve 
mollusc having a long spiral arm. XIX. 
- modL. brachiopoda n.pl. (see -A2), f. Gr. 
brakhion arm +pod-, po71s FOOT. 

brachy- brre·ki comb. form of Gr. brakhzis 
short(see MEGAL(o)), as in bra:chycEPHA"LIC 
(of skulls) XIX; brachy·oRAPHY shorthand 
XVI - F. brachygraphie; brachy·LOGY con
ciseness of speech XVII. -late L.- Gr. 

bracken brre·kn fern, spec. Pteris aquilina. 
XIV (earlier in Sc. place-name Brakanwra 
xm). north. ME. braken- ON. *brakni 
(whence Sw. briiken, Da. bregne). 

bracket brre·kit projection serving as a 
support XVI; (typogr.) one of the marks 
() [] {} xvm (earlier brace). Earliest forms 
brag(g)et- F. braguette codpiece, or Sp. 
bragueta codpiece, bracket, corbel, dim. of 
F. brague mortice, pl. breeches, lashing- Pr. 
braga; Sp. braga swaddling-clothes, pl. 
breeches, cf. Pg. braga chain for galley
slaves, pl. breeches, It. braca leg of breeches, 
baby's napkin, lashing, clamp, pl. brache 
breeches. The source is L. braca, pl. briica: 
breeches, long hose, of Gaulish origin. It 
has been suggested that the bracket of archi
tecture and of shipbuilding was so called 
from its resemblance to a codpiece or a pair 
of breeches. See -ET. 

brackish brre·kif saltish. xvr. f. (dial.) 
brack salty, brine (xvi)- MLG., MDu. 
brae (LG., Du. brak, whence G. brackwasser 
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BRACT 

salt water), of which the source and orig. 
meaning are unkn.; see -ISH1• 

bract brrekt (bot.) small modified leaf. 
XVIII. - L. bractea, var. of brattea thin 
plate of metal, gold leaf. So bra·cteate. 
XIX. - L. bractetitug; see -ATE2• 

brad brred thin fl.attish headless nail. xv. 
Later var. of (dial.) brad shoot, spike, prick 
(xu)- ON. broddr spike, sting, prick = 
OE. brord point, spike, blade of grass, OHG. 
brort edge, margin :- Germ. *brozdaz, rei. 
to OCeltic *brott- (whence Oir. brat sting, 
prick, Ir., Gael. brod). For the vowel cf. 
strap. Hence bra·dAwL. XIX. 

Bradbury brre·dbari (colloq.) currency 
note of £x. 1917. f. name of John Swan
wick Bradbury, Secretary to the Treasury 
1913-19. 

Bradshaw brre·df5 colloq. designation of 
'Bradshaw's Railway Guide', first issued in 
1839 by George Bradshaw, printer and 
engraver, and discontinued in 1961. 

brae brei, bre steep bank. XIII. Sc. and 
north. ME. brti- ON. brd eyelash = OE. 
brtew eyelid, OFris. bre, OS., OHG. brtiwa 
(G. braue) eyebrow; the sense-develop
ment is parallel to that of BROW. 

brag brreg sb., adj., vb. The earliest mem
ber of the group is the adj. (xm-xvn), 
which means (i) coupled at first with bold, 
'spirited, brisk, mettlesome', and (ii) 'boast
ful' ; sb. and vb. (XIV), in the earliest exx. 
often with boast, denote arrogant, boastful, 
or pompous behaviour. Of unkn. origin; 
the similar F. words, braguer vaunt, brag, 
brague ostentation, are recorded only some 
three centuries later than the Eng. words. 
So braggart brre·ga:~t vain bragger. XVI. 
-F. bragard, f. braguer; var. of -ARD. 

braggadocio brregadou·tfiou, -ou·fiou idle 
boaster or swaggerer XVI; boasting XVIII. 
Spenser's name for his personification of 
vainglory (F.Q. n iii Argt.); f. r-less form 
of BRAGGART (as in Bragadisme, Sh. 'Two 
Gent.' n iv 164)+-occio, It. augm. suffix. 
Spenser's sp. was with -cch-, and perh. 
pronounced with k; cf. the sp. braggodokean 
adj. (recorded from I631). 

bragget brre·git drink made of honey and 
ale. XIV (bragot, braket, Ch.). -early W. 
bragaut, bracaut (mod. bragawd) = Ir. 
bracdt :- OCeltic *bractitti, f. *brae-, repr. 
by L. ace. bracem (Pliny, Columella), pl. 
braces, OCeltic name for a kind of grain 
(whence W. brag, Oir. brae, Ir. braich 
malt). 

brahma, short for brahmaputra briima
pii·tra breed of domestic fowl said to have 
been first brought from Lakhimpur, on 
the river Brahmaputra, India, in 1846. 

Brahman, Brahmin brii·man, -in mem
ber of the priestly or learned caste of 
Hindus. XIV (bragman, Trevisa; cf. AL. 
Bragmannus XIII). Early forms reflect 

BRAMBLE 

mainly late L. pl. Brachmtinm (Tertullian), 
Brachmtini, -manes, corr. to Gr. Brakhmanes 
- Skr. briihmatJas one of the caste, f. brahma~ 
(nom. brahmd) priest; forms in -in are as 
early as XVI. 

braid breid tmove with a sudden jerky 
movement; interweave, plait OE. ; (from 
the sb.) bind or ornament with braid XVIII. 
OE. bregdan, pt. brmgd, brugdon, pp. brogden 
= OFris. breida, brida, OS. bregdan (Du. 
breien), OHG. brettan, ON. bregiJa :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bregoan, of unkn. 
origin. Hence braid sb. tsudden move
ment XIII; plait XVI; plaited fabric XVIII. 

brail brei! (naut.) pl. small ropes for truss
ing up sails. xv. -OF. brail, braiel :- med. 
L. brtictile waist-belt, f. brtica (see BRACKET). 
Hence brail vb. xvn. 

braille brei! embossed printing for the 
blind, named after the inventor, Louis 
Braille (1809-52). 

brain brein mass of nervous substance 
contained in the skull. OE. brmgen = MLG. 
bragen, bregen, (M)Du. brein :- Germ. 
*bragnam, a word of the LG. area, prob. 
ult. rei. to Gr. brekhm6s, bregm6s forehead. 
q A syn. of wider Germ. and IE. distribu
tion is harns (now Sc.), of ON. origin in 
Eng. (xn). Hence braiu vb. dash out the 
brains of. XIV. 

braise breiz cook in a closed pan, properly 
with a charcoal fire above and below. XVIII. 
- F. braiser, f. braise hot charcoal ( cf. 
BRAZIER2), in OF. brese = Pr. brasa- Germ. 
*brasa, rei. to OHG. brtitan (G. braten) roast 
= OE. brtedan, etc. (cf. BREATH, BROOD). 

brake' breik thicket. OE. bracu (recorded 
in g. pl. fearnbraca beds of fern, in ME. 
fernebrake), corr. to MLG. brake branch, 
twig, tree-stump (whence OF. bracon 
branch); pro b. f. *brak- *brek- BREAK, the 
orig. sense being 'broken wood' ; perh. 
reinforced in ME. from LG. (cf. busk unde 
brake 'bush and brake'). 

brake2 breik fern, bracken. XIV. perh. 
shortening of BRACKEN, through the appre
hension of this as a pl. form. 

brake3, break breik apparatus for retard
ing the motion of a wheel. xvm. prob. 
spec. use of tbrake bridle, curb (xv-xvm) 
- MDu. braeke applied to various breaking 
or crushing instruments and app. adopted 
in Eng. at different periods with different 
applications, rei. to braken break (hemp) 
and breken (see BREAK). 

brake' see BREAK2
• 

Bramah brii·ma, brre·ma name of Joseph 
Bramah (1749-1814), designating machines 
invented by him, as Bramah key, lock, press. 
('Their patent Bramahs over the street-door 
locks', Dickens.) 

bramble brre·mbl blackberry bush. OE. 
brrembel, later form of brtemel, bremel, f. the 
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BRAN 

base repr. in OE. brom BROOM; cf. OS. 
briimalbusc and see -LE1• 

bran brren (ground) husk of wheat, etc. 
XIII. ME. bran, bren- (O)F. bran bran, 
(now) excrement, muck, filth, tbren (whence 
F. breneux soiled with freces) = Pr., OSp., 
It. dial. bren, of unkn. origin; W., Ir., Gael. 
bran, Bret. brenn are from Eng. or F. ; 
AL. forms are brenn(i)um, brannum (XIII
XIV). 

branch brlmtJ limb of a tree; offshoot. xm 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. branche = 
Pr., Sp. branca claw, It. branca claw, paw, 
Rum. brzncd hand, paw :- late L. branca 
(branca ursina 'bear's foot', acanthus), of 
unkn. origin. 

branchia- brre·I)kiou comb. form of Gr. 
brdgkhia gills, sg. brdgkhion (latinized as 
branchia, pl. -ia:), as in bra·nchiopod 
having gills on the feet- modL. branchiopoda 
(sc. CRt;STACEA), f. Gr. pod-, pous FOOT. 

brand1 brrend piece of burning wood OE.; 
mark made with a hot iron ; stigma XVI ; 
trade-mark; class of goods XIX. OE. brand 
= OFris., (M)Du. brand, OHG. brant (G. 
brand), ON. brandr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*'brandaz, f. *'bran- *'bren- BURN2 +abstr. 
suffix *'-pa- (:-IE. •-to-). Hence brand 
vb. to burn XIV. 

brand2 brrend (poet.) sword. OE. brand= 
MHG. brant, ON. brandr; perh. a use of 
prec., with ref. to the gleaming blade. 
q From Germ. are OF. brand blade of a 
sword, It. brando sword. 

brandish brre·ndiJ wave about, flourish. 
XIV. - (O)F. brandiss-, lengthened stem of 
brandir = Pr. brandir (whence Sp. blandir, 
Pg. brandir, blandir), It. brandire :-Rom. 
*'brandire, f. *brandaz sword, BRAND 2 ; see 
-ISH 2• 

brandling brre·ndli!) red worm with bright 
bands. XVII. f. BRAND1 +-LING1 ; SO named 
with ref. to its markings. 

brand-, bran-new brre·ndnjii quite new. 
XVI (brande newe). perh. f. BRAND1 +NEW, as 
if meaning orig. 'fresh from the furnace'; 
cf. fire-new (Sh.). 

brandreth brre·ndrip (dial.) gridiron, 
trivet XIV; framework of wood xv. -ON. 
brandreio grate, f. brandr BRAND1 +reio 
carriage, vehicle (f. rloa RIDE); cf. OE. 
brandrod, -red (for -riid), -rida, MLG. 
brantrede, OHG. brantreita. (The OE. 
brandisen is repr. by w. dial. brandize XVII, 
brandis; cf. dial. brandiron, brander, ME. 
brandhirne, brandern; see IRON.) 

brandy brre·ndi ardent spirit distilled from 
wine. XVII. Earlier brand(e)wine, altered 
later to brandy wine, whence ellipt. brandy 
- Du. brandewijn (whence also G. brannt
wein, etc.), f. branden burn, roast, char, 
distil (f. brand fire, BRAND1)+wiin WINE. 

branks brreiJks (Sc.) bridle with wooden 

BRAVADO 

side-pieces; scold's bridle. XVI. perh. 
alteration of bernaks, pl. of ME. bernak 
(-OF. bernac) bridle; see BARNACLE2• 

brankursine brrel)k;';·.tsin acanthus. XVI. 
-F. branche (dial. branque) ursine 'bear's 
claw' ; see BRANCH, URSINE. 

brant-goose see BRENT. 
brash1 brreJ tattack, bout xv; (slight or 

short) bout of sickness XVII (surviving gen. 
in water-brash eructation of liquid from the 
stomach). orig. Sc. and still mainly Sc. and 
n. dial., perh. of imit. origin. 

brash2 brreJ brittle XVI; rash, impetuous 
XIX; 'raw', showy xx; of unkn. origin. 

brass bras alloy of copper with tin or zinc 
(formerly incl. BRONZE) OE. (sepulchral 
tablet of this metal xvn); (sl.) money XVI; 
effrontery XVII (from face of brass XVI). OE. 
bra;s = OFris. bres (bras-penning copper 
penny), MLG. bras metal; of unkn. origin. 

brassage brre·sid3 mint charge to cover 
the expense of coining money. XIX. -F. 
brassage, f. brasser mix, stir (melted metals), 
brew :- popL. *braciiire, f. L. brace. 

brassard brre·sii.td armour for the upper 
arm; armlet. XIX. - F. brassard, f. bras 
arm; see BRACE\ -ARD. 

brasserie brre·s:>ri beer-saloon. XIX. F., 
prop. 'brewery', f. brasser brew, OF. bracier, 
f. brace (mod. brasse) :- L. brace, of Gaulish 
origin, ace. to Pliny; see -ERY. 

brassiere brre·siE;}.t woman's underbodice 
to support the breasts. xx. F. brassiere, f. 
bras arm (see BRACE1). 

brassy bra·si wooden golf-club shod with 
brass. XIX. f. BRASS+-Y1, 

brat brret child (contemptuous). XVI. 
perh. shortening of Sc. bratchart (mod. 
bratchet), possibly f. brat ragged garment, 
OE. (late Nhb.) bratt cloak- Olr. bratt (Ir., 
Gael. brat) mantle. Cf. BASTARD and the 
parallel formations given there. 

brattice brre·tis tbreastwork or parapet 
of wood XIII; wooden partition XIX. In 
early use there are several types, brutaske, 
brutage, bretage, bretais, -ise- AN. breteske, 
brutesche, bretesche, -asce, OF. bretesque, 
-esche (mod. breteche) = Pr. bertresca, 
whence Oit. bertesca, beltresca; cf. medL. 
bretachia, bertescha; perh. Rom. deriv. of 
Germ. *'breo- (OE. bred, G. brett), var. of 
"'boro- BOARD+*'-isca -ISH1• The mod. use 
is local and connected with coal-mining; 
the current forms are brettis, brattice, brat
tish. Hence bra·tticing tparapet, rampart 
XIV; brattice work in a coal-pit XIX. var. 
bra·ttishing open work on the top of a 
shrine. XVI. See -ING1 and cf. BARTIZAN. 

bravado brava·dou ostentatious or simu
lated boldness. XVI. - Sp. bravada, -ata, 
f. bravo BRAVO\ with alteration of suffix 
(see -ADO). Cf. F. bravade (-It. bravata), 
whence Eng. tbravade (xvi). 
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BRAVE 

brave1 breiv stout-hearted XV (Caxton); 
finely dressed, grand; fine, excellent XVI. 
- F. brave - It. bravo bold, accomplished, 
expert, untamed, or Sp. bravo courageous, 
bullying, savage, fine ( = Pr. brau savage) :
Rom. "'brabu-s, for L. barbarus BARBAROUS, 
through "'brabarus. 
brave~ breiv challenge, defy XVI; tboast 

XVI; meet bravely xvm. -F. braver, f. 
brave (see prec.), after It. bravare. So 
bra·VERY tbravado; brave conduct or 
temper; show, splendour; finery. XVI. -F. 
braverie or It. braveria. 

bravo1 brii·vou, (formerly) brei·vou daring 
villain, hired assassin. XVI. - It. bravo 
BRAVE1• 

bravo2 briivou· capital! well done! xvm. 
-F.- It. bravo fine, splendid (BRAVE1); 

introduced into France with It. music. 
The super!. bravi·ssimo is also used. 

bravura br~viu~·r~ spirit, dash; (mus.) 
passage requiring great spirit in execution. 
XVIII. lt., f. bravo BRAVE1 ; see -URE. 

braw br5 (Sc.) fine, excellent. XVI. var. 
of brawf, BRAVE1• 

brawl br51 'quarrel noisily and indecently' 
(J.). XIV (Barbour, PP!.). Late ME. brawle, 
braule, bralle, of unkn. origin, perh. imit. 

brawn br5n fleshy part, muscle ; flesh of 
the boar or swine, now esp. as collared, 
boiled, etc. XIV. -AN. braun, OF. braon 
fleshy part, esp. of the hind leg = Pr. 
brazon, bra(z)o upper arm- Germ. "'bradon 
(OHG. brtito, G. braten roast flesh; cf. 
synon. OE. brrede, and brredan roast); prob. 
u!t. related to BREATH, BROOD. 

bray1 brei tcry out xm ; of animals, now 
esp. of the ass; similarly of a trumpet, etc. 
xrv. - (O)F. braire cry (now only of the ass) 
= Pr. braire cry, sing, weep, resound :
Rom. *'bragere, perh. of Celtic origin. 

bray2 brei crush small. XIV. -AN. braier,, 
OF. breier pres. stem bri- (mod. brayer) = 
Pr., Sp. bregar, It. brigare- Germ. *'brekan 
BREAK. 

brazen brei·zn made of brass. OE. brcesen, 
f. brces BRASS; see -EN3• Hence bra·zen vb. 
face impudently. xvr. 

brazier1 brei·zi~.r, brei·3i~.r worker in 
brass. XIV. prob. f. BRASS on the model of 
glass, glazier. 

brazier2, brasier brei·zi~.r, brei•3i~.r pan 
for holding burning charcoal, etc. XVII. 
-F. brasier, f. braise hot coals (see BRAISE). 

brazil br~zi·l wood of an East India tree 
yielding a red colour ; tdye produced 
therefrom. XIV. Late ME. brasile- medL. 
brasilium, -illum; in F. bresil, Pr. bresil, Sp., 
Pg. brasil, It. brasile; of unkn. origin. An 
allied species of tree, of S. America, also 
yielding a dye, gave its name to Brazil, Sp. 
Brasil, short for tierra de brasil 'red-dye-

BREAM 

wood land'. Brazil nuts (XIX) were named 
from the country. Formerly and still dial. 
pronounced brre·zil. 

breach britJ breaking or the result of it 
XIV; gap in a fortification xv. - (O)F. 
breche = Pr. breca :- Germ. *'brecho, cf. 
OHG. brecha, f. brechan BREAK. Superseded 
ME. briiche, OE. bryce (ult. connected), 
with which there is no continuity. 

bread bred article of food made with flour. 
OE. bread ~ OFris. brad, OS., (M)LG. 
brad, OHG. brat (G. brot), ON. braud :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *'braudam n., of unkn. 
origin. The proper Germ. word for 'bread' 
is seen in LOAF, the orig. meaning of bread 
being perh. 'fragment, piece, morsel' (as in 
OE. pl. breadru); but before I200 bread had 
displaced loaf as the name of the substance, 
the latter being restricted to the shaped and 
baked article. (Its use for a food-substance 
is, however, seen in OE. beobri!ad bee
bread.) For the shortening of the vowel 
before a point-consonant cf. ate, breath, 
dead, lead (sb.), red, thread, threat. 

breadth bred]:>, bret]:> measure from side 
to side. XVI. f. tbri!de breadth (OE. brredu 
= OFris. bri!de, OHG. breiti, ON. breidd, 
Goth. braidei :- Germ. "'braidjan, abstr. sb. 
f. *'braid- BROAD)+ -TH1 ; the new formation 
provided a parallel to length ; cf. WIDTH. 

break' breik sever into parts. OE. brecan, 
pt. brrec, brrecon, pp. brocen = OFris. breka, 
OS. brekan (Du. breken), OHG. brehhan 
(G. brechen, brach, gebrochen), Goth. brikan, 
brak, brekum, brukans :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) 
•brekan; IE. base *'bhreg- "'bhrg-, whence 
also L.frangere(fregi,fractum) break. Brake, 
repr. OE. pt. brrec, persisted in arch. use, 
mainly through its being the only form in 
A.V. (cf. spake); in ordinary use it began to 
be displaced in xv by broke, which was 
based on the pp. broken, of which the var. 
broke (xiv) remains in the spec. sense of 
'bankrupt', 'out of funds' (xvm). 

break2, brake breik carriage-frame; large 
waggonette. XIX. perh. identical with brake 
cage, rack (xvr), frame (xvu), of unkn. 
origin. 

break3 see BRAKE3• 

breaker1 brei·k~.r one who or that which 
breaks XII; heavy ocean-wave breaking on 
the shore XVII. f. BREAK1+-ER1• 

breaker2 brei·b.1 (naut.) small keg or cask. 
XIX (Marryat). - Sp. bareca, var. of barrica, 
f. stem repr. in BARREL. For the perversion 
of form cf. GROUPER. 

breakfast bre·kf~st first meal of the day. 
xv (brekfast, breke-). f. phr. break one's fast 
(XIV); see BREAK\ FAST 2• So vb. intr. XVII, 
trans. XVIII. 

bream1 brim fresh-water fish Abramis 
brama. XIV. -OF. breme, bresme {mod. 
breme)- WGerm. *'brexsmo beside •braxsmo 
(OS. bressemo, MDu. bressem, Du. brasem, 
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BREAM 

OHG. brahsema, MHG. brahsem, brasme, 
G. brassen, dial. brachsme); perh. f. base of 
•brexzcan (OHG. brehan) glitter. 

bream• brim clean a ship's bottom. xv. 
prob. of LG. origin and rei. to BROOM (cf. 
Du. brem broom, furze). 

breast brest front of the thorax (spec. the 
mamma), regarded as the seat of the affec
tions. OE. breost (freq. in pl.) = OFris. 
briast, OS. briost, ON. brjdst :- Germ. 
•breustam; parallel to a fern. cons.-stem 
•brusts, prob. orig. inflected as a dual, and 
repr. by (M)LG., (M)Du. borst, OHG., G. 
brust, Goth. brusts (only in pl.). There is 
no CIE. word for the breast, but the assumed 
base of this word, •bhrus- •bhreus-, is repr. 
by OS. brustian bud, MHG. briustern swell 
up, (O)Ir. bru abdomen, womb, bosom, 
Gael. bru, Russ. bryukho belly. Sc. and 
north. Eng. pronunc. brist repr. the normal 
development of OE. breast (cf. priest); evi
dence of shortening appears in XVI, with 
brest beside breast. Hence breast vb. 
oppose the breast to. XVI (Sh.). brea·st
PLATE. XIV (Ch.). breastsummcr, bres
summer bre·sama.I beam extending hori
zontally over an opening XVII; see SUMMER2• 

breath brep todour OE. ; tva pour; respira
tion XIII; air from the lungs XIV. OE. br:Ep 
odour, exhalation :- Germ. •br:Epaz :- IE. 
•bhretos, f. •bhre- burn, heat, as in OE. 
br:Edan roast, and BROOD. The sense 'air 
in the lungs or mouth' was taken over from 
OE. :Epm and anda (ME. ethem and ande, 
onde). The orig. long vowel is preserved 
dial. (cf. breath/beneath, Clare r8zr); for 
the shortening cf. BREAD. Hence breathe 
brii'l. XIII; cf. sheath, sheathe. brea·thER1 

XIV. 
breccia bre·tfi::J composite rock of angular 

fragments. xvm. It., = F. breche, Sp. 
brecha- Germ. *'breka- breach (cf. OHG. 
brecha), f. •brekan BREAK1. 

brede brid plaiting, embroidery; inter
weaving of colours, colouring. XVII (Milton, 
Dryden). Early var. of BRAID used arch. by 
modern poets. 

breech britf usu. pl. breeches bri-tfiz 
garment covering the loin and thighs; 
buttocks. OE. brei (pl. only), 'femoralia', 
'lumbare', corr. to OFris. brok, pl. brek, OS. 
brok (Du. broek), OHG. bruoh (G. bruch), 
ON. brdk, pl. brrekr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
•broks, monosyll. fern. The further rela
tions are obscure; some favour the early 
adoption of pre-Germ. •bhriig- in Gaulish 
briica, whence L. briica, bracca. 

breed brid hatch, produce young. OE. 
bredan = OHG. bruotan (G. bruten) :
WGerm. •bradjan, f. •brad- BROOD. Hence 
breed sb. stock, strain, toffspring. xvr. 

breeks briks (Sc. and north. Eng.) formerly 
also sg. breeches. xm (breke, Cursor M.). 
var. of BREECH affected by ON. brcekr, pl. of 
brdk BREECH. 

BREVIER 

breeze1 briz gad-fly. OE. briosa, of unkn. 
origin. 

breeze• briz tnorth or north-east wind 
XVI ; tcool wind from the sea on tropical 
coasts; light wind XVII. pro b.- OSp., Pg. 
briza (Sp. brisa) north-east wind (cf. It. 
brezza, dial. brisa cold wind), whence also 
F. brise; the relation to F. bise north-east 
wind is obscure. 

breeze 3 briz small cinders. XVIII. -F. 
braise, earlier brese burning charcoal, hot 
embers, half-burnt coal (braise de boulanger 
baker's breeze); cf. BRAISE. 

Brehon bri·h;m in Brehon law the law pre
vailing in Ireland before the English occupa
tion. xvr. - Ir. breathamb ancient Ir. judge, 
in 0 Ir. brithem, f. breth judgement. 

brent brent, in full brent-goose, also brant
goose kind of wild goose, Bernicla brenta, 
formerly often identified with the barnacle 
goose. XVI (brant, hrend, and latinized 
branta). perh. rei. (with ref. to variegation 
of colour) to branded, brended, brinded (all 
XVI), for which see BRI:-IDLED. (jJ The corr. 
ON. brandgds, Sw. brandgds, G. brandgans 
are applied chiefly to the sheldrake. 

brer brii.I Negro pronunc. of BROTHER, 
perh. due partly to Du. broer, familiar 
pronunc. of broeder. I8oo (Brer Fox). 

bressummer var. of BREASTSUMMER. 

brethren pl. of BROTHER. 
Breton bre•t<Jn pert. to (native or language 
of) Brittany. XVII (earlier Britain, -on). -F. 
breton (see BRITON). 

Bretwalda bre·tw<Jld::J ruler of Britons 
(L. Brettonum. dux, Bede). OE. (Parker MS. 
of Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, an. 827), varying 
with Brytenwalda, f. Brettas (see BRITISH), 
Bryten (see BRITAIN)+•wald- WIELD. 

breve briv ME. breve (xm), var. of BRIEF 
in various senses; (mus.) orig. the shortest 
note of the series large, long, breve (xv), after 
medL. brevis; in mod. usage (xvn), after It. 
breve, note equal to two semibreves, the 
longest now used. 

brevet bre·vit official document granting 
privileges XIV; (in the army) XVII. - (O)F. 
brevet, f. bref, brief BRIEF1 ; see -ET. 

breviary bri•vi::Jri, bre·vi::Jri tepitome xvr; 
(ecc!.) book containing the Divine Office for 
the year XV (also Sc. breviar xv). - L. bre
viiirium. summary, abridgement, f. breviare 
abridge ABBREVIATE. The eccl. use (in 
medL. c. Sao) originated in the gathering 
together into one book of the contents of 
the various manuals necessarv for the recita
tion of the office, viz. the psalter, antiphoner, 
legendary, etc. 

brevier brivi::J·.I (typog.) size of type. XVI. 
- Du. or G. brevier- L. breviarium BRE
VIARY. Cf. canon, pica, long primer, and 
G. missal canon (type), similarly derived 
from the names of liturgical books or formu-
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BREVITY 

!aries, of which the types so named were 
orig. characteristic. 

brevity bre·vlti shortness. XVI. -AN. 
brevete, (O)F. brievete, f. bref, fern. brieve 
BRIEF 2

; see -ITY. 

brew bru make ale, beer, etc. OE. breowan, 
~t .. breaw, bruwon, pp. browen = OFris. 

brtuwa (pp. browen), OS. breuwan (Du. 
brouwen), OHG. brimvan, bruwan (G. 
brauen), ON. brugga :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*breu(w)an, f. IE. *bhreu-, *bhru- whence 
have been derived Thracian Gr: broutos 
beer, L. defrutum boiled must, fervere boil 
(cf. FERVENT}, Oir. bruthe broth berbaim 
cook, boil, melt, and (by some) B~AD and 
BROTH. Hence .. brew·ERY. XVIII. prob. 
- Du. brouwerzJ (whence G. brauerei) · 
earlier brew·HousE XIV; cf. OHG. brulzu; 
(G. brauhaus). brewsTER bru·st;u brewer 
XIV;_ survives in Brewster Sessions licensing 
sessiOns, and as a surname; also Brozvster 
XIII-XVII. 

brewis see BROSE. 
briar1, brier braia.z white heath, Erica 

arborea, the root of which is used for 
tobacco pipes. XIX. In earliest exx. bruyer 
(1868)- (O)F. bruyere heath = Pr. bru
guieira :- Gallo-Rom. *brucaria, f. *brucus 
- Gaulish *bruko; assim. in form to BRIER I 
BRIAR. ' 

bribe braib tpurloin, steal XIV (Ch.); 
corrupt_by means of gifts XVI. -OF. briber, 
als_o brzmber beg, be a mendicant = Sp. 
brtbfir beg; of unkn. origin. So bri·ber 
tthtef XIV (PPI., Trevisa) ; tvagabond, 
scoundrel XIV ; tone who levies blackmail 
or.accepts bribes; one who gives bribes XVI. 
or1g.- AN. bribour, OF. bribeur beggar, 
vagabond; later f. the vb.; see -ER1• bri·bERY 
ttheft (Ch., Trevisa}; texaction of money· 
offer or acceptance of bribes XVI. -oF: 
briberie. Hence bribe sb. xv. 

bric-a-brac bri·kabrrek old knick-knacks. 
XIX (Thackeray). F., f. phr. ta bric eta brae 
at random ; cf. de bric et de brae by hook or 
crook. 

b!ick . b~ik moulded and baked clay used 
m bmldmg. XV. Late ME. brik(e), breke, 
prob. introduced by Flemish workmen and 
so- MLG., MDu. bricke, brike (also bric
steen; cf. oc~.as. tbrick-stone), Du. dial. brik, 
W~lem. brvke ;_ whence also (O)F. brique, 
which prob. remforced the adoption from 
LG.; of unkn. origin. Replaced waltyle 
'wall-tile' )( thakt:yle 'thatch-tile'. 

bricole bri · koul military engine or catapult · 
rebound of a tennis ball from the wall of 
the court. XVI. - (O)F. bricole- Pr. bricola 
or It. briccola, of unkn. origin. 

bri~al brai·dal (arch. except in attrib. use, 
which fr<;>m !at~ X":I has been furthered by 
assoc. with. adJs. m -AL1

) wedding feast, 
(later) ~veddn~g. Late OE. brydealu, f. bryd 
BRIDE (m attnb. use equiv. to 'marriage')+ 
ealu ALE, i.e. ale-drinking. 

BRIGADE 

bride braid woman about to be married or 
rec~ntly married. OE. bryd = OFris. bred, 
brezd, breyd, OS. brud (Du. bruid), OHG. 
brut (G. braut), ON. brzilJr, Goth. bru]Js :
CGerm. *brii/Jiz, of unkn. origin. Hence 
bri·degroom, OE.brydguma =OS. brudi
gomo _(Du. bruidegom), OHG. brutigomo (G. 
brii.uttgam), ON. brniJgumi; altered by 
ass1m. to GROOM (Sc. brydgromen XIV). 
bri·desMAID brai·dzmeid xvm earlier 
bridemaid XVI. ' 

bridewell brai·dwal house of correction. 
XVI. f. Bride Well, i.e. St. Bride's Well, a 
holy well in London, near which Henry VIII 
had a lodging, given by Edward VI for a 
hospital, afterwards converted. 

bridge1 brid3 elevated structure (often 
arched over water) forming a passage way 
be~ween two points. OE. brycg = OFris. 
brtgge, bregge, OS. bruggia, MDu. brugghe 
(Du. ~rug), OHG. brucca (G. briicke), ON. 
brygg}a (whence north. Eng. dial. brig XII) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *brugjo. The sense 
'landing-stage, gangway' of the ON. word 
points to a wider meaning for the orig. base 
*bruw-, such as 'log-road' ; cf. OS!. brudno 
beam. Hence vb. OE. brycgian. 

bridge2 brid3 card game based on whist. 
XIX. Said to have been played in Constanti
nople and the Near East, c. I87o, and the 
name may be, therefore, of Levan tine origin; 
the source of the earliest (seemingly Russ.) 
form biritclz is unkn. 

bridle brai·dl headgear of a horse's harness. 
OE. bride[ .< :- *brigdel; cf. brigdils VIII), 
corr. to OFns. bride!, (M)Du. breidel, OHG. 
brittil; WGerm. deriv. of *bregd- ; see 
BRAID, -LE. Hence bri·dle vb. put a bridle 
on (OE. bridlian); draw in the chin as a 
gesture xv. 

bridoon bridu·n snaffie and rein of a 
military bridle. XVIII. - F. bridon, f. bride 
a bridle; see -OON. ' 

brief1 brif letter of authority XIV (R. 
Mannyng) ; letter patent from the sovereign 
as head of the Church XVI; (leg.) summary 
of the facts of a case for the instruction of 
counsel XVII. -A~. bref, OF. brief= Pr. 
breu document, It. breve amulet, device :
L. breve (in late L., summary), n. of brevis 
(see next). 

brief2 brif of short duration. xrv. Late 
ME. bref- (O)F. bref = Pr. breu, It. breve 
:- L. brevis. t.lf The vowel has been leng
thened as in chief, relief. Cf. BREVITY. 

brier1, briar2 braia.z prickly bush OE. · 
species of wild rose XVI (Spenser). OE: 
(Anglian) brer, (WS.) briEr, of unkn. origin· 
for the vocalism cf. friar, quire. ' 

brier• see BRIAR1. 
brig brig. XVIII. Shortening of BRIGANTINE 

but applied to a ship of a different rig. ' 

brigs~«: . brigei·d division of troops, spec. 
subdivision of an army. XVII (in Milton 
bri·gad). - (O)F. brigade- It. brigata troop, 
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BRIGAND 

company, f. brigare be busy with, f. briga 
strife, contention, which has been referred 
to Germ. "'brekan BREAK; see -ADE. Hence 
briga·de vb. XIX; cf. F. embrigader (1795), 
It. brigatare. So brigadiER brigadia•.I. 
XVII. - F. brigadier. 

brigand bri·gand tlight-armed irregular 
foot-soldier XIV; freebooter, bandit xv. 
- OF. brigand- It. brigante, sb. use of prp. 
of brigare contend, intrigue for (see prec.). 
Hence bri·gandAGE XVI; after F. 

brigandine, brigantine bri·gandin, -tin 
chain or body armour. xv. -OF. brigandine, 
f. brigand BRIGAND (in the earlier sense); 
see -I:>!E3• 

brigantine bri·g:mtin tsmall vessel attend
ing on larger ships XVI ; two-masted vessel 
XVII. - F. tbrigandin (mod. -tin) - It. 
brigantino, f. brig ante; see BRIGAND, -INE3• 

bright brait shining OE. ; 'resplendent 
with charms' (J.) XIII; of vivid colour XIV; 
animated XVII (Sh.). OE. beorht, Anglian 
berht, late Nhb. breht = OS. ber(a)ht, OHG. 
beraht, -eht, ON. bjart,r, Goth. bairhts :
CGerm. "'berxtaz, f. IE. "'bhereg-, repr. 
also by words denoting brightness, dawn, 
whiteness, and the like, in Indo-Iranian, 
Balto-Slav., and Celtic (e.g. Skr. bhrajate 
shine, Lith. brekSta dawns, W. berth beauti
ful). 

brigue brig tstrife, contention XIV; intrigue 
XVIII. -(O)F. brigue- It. briga; see BRIGADE. 

brill bril flat-fish, Rhombus vulgaris, 
having brilliant spots. xv. Also brell, prylle 
(xv), prill (XVII), pearl (XVII-XIX), of which 
the connexions are obscure and the origin 
unkn. 

brilliant bri·lj:mt brightly shining XVII; 
illustrious, strikingly talented XVIII. Not 
freq. before XVIII, but current XVII in sb. use 
t(i) brilliancy, varying with tbrillant, (ii) 
diamond of the finest cut and brilliancy. 
-F. brillant, prp. of briller shine- It. brillare 
(i) shine, (ii) flutter (whence also Sp. brillar, 
Pg. brilhar), of unkn. origin. 

brim brim tborder, margin, brink XIII 
(La3.); edge of a cup, etc. ; projecting rim 
of a hat (Sh.) XVI. Of obscure history, but 
corr. in sense to MHG. brem (G. briime, 
briihme), ON. barmr edge; cf. MLG. vor
bremen, G. verbriimen provide with a border 
or edge. The basic meaning of a Germ. 
"'berm- "'barm- was perh. 'raised border', 
f. "'ber- carry, BEAR2 ; cf. Du. berm (baerm, 
barm, berm 'agger', Kilian; see BERM), 
barmte heap of earth. Hence bri·mful XVI; 
see -FUL2 ; succeeded to tbretful, OE. brerd
full. 

brimstone bri·mstan sulphur. XII. The 
earliest forms are brynstan, briinston, con
tinued as brinston and brunsto(o)n, north. 
-stane, till XVI ; pro b. f. OE. bryne ( = ON. 
bruni) burning (f. "'burn- BVRN 2)+sTONE; a 
common ME. var. brenston (also brem-) is 

BRISKET 

due to ON. brennisteinn; forms in brim-, due 
to dissimilation of n .. n to m .. n, appear 
c. 1300. (j[ A parallel formation in MLG. 
bornsten, MDu., Du. barnsteen, etc. means 
'amber'. 

brindled bri·ndld brown with streaks of 
other colour. XVII. Alteration (prob. by 
assoc. with grizzled, speckled) of (arch.) 
brinded (XVI), earlier tbrended (xv), f. tbrende 
(Lydg.), prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. 
brondottr brindled, f. brandr burning, 
BRAND, and brandkrossottr brindled with a 
white cross on the forehead). 

brine brain water saturated with salt. OE. 
brine= MDu. brine (Du. brijn), of unkn. 
origin. 

bring bril) pt., pp. brought br5t convey or 
carry with one. OE. bringan, pt. brohte, pp. 
(ge)braht = OFris. bringa, OS., OHG. 
bringan (Du. brengen, G. bringen), Goth. 
briggan :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) "'breygan, pt. 
"'bravxta, pp. "'bravxtaz. (Cf. OE. brengan 
= OS. breugian, OHG. brengen, also OE. 
str. pp. gebrungeu, mod. dial. brung.) IE. 
*bhreyk- "'bhroyk- is repr. otherwise only 
in Celtic (W. hejbrwng accompany, convey, 
OCorn. heJbretzchiat, MBret. hamjbrouk, in 
which the prefix means 'with'). 

brinjal bri·nd35l egg-plant Solanum 
Melongena. XVIII (preceded by pallingenie, 
berenjaw XVII). ult. - Pg. beringela = Sp. 
berengena ; see AUBERGINE. 

brinjarry brind3a:ri travelling grain and 
salt merchant in the Deccan. XVIII. -Urdu 
banjara, prob. based on Skr. VatJf.j (ba7Jlj) 
trader, trade. 

brink bril)k edge or border of a steep 
place, river, etc. XIII (K. Horn, Cursor M.). 
ME. also brenk - ON. "'brenk6n (in Oicel. 
brekka slope), corr. to MLG. brink edge of 
a field, grassland, (brow of) a hill (whence 
G. brink hill), MDu. brine (Du. brink grass
land), of unkn. origin. 

brio bri·ou liveliness, vivacity. XIX 
(Thackeray). -It. brio = OF. brif, Pr. 
briu - Celtic "'brigos ( cf. lr. brig strength, 
W. bri dignity, worth). 

briony see BRYONY. 

briquette brike·t block of compressed coal
dust. XIX. -F., dim. of brique BRICK; see 
-ETTE. 

brisk brisk tsmart, spruce XVI (Marlowe, 
Sh.); quick and active; sharp (in various 
senses; as applied to beverages cf. F. tvin 
brusque and It. brusco) XVI (Sh.). prob. 
(with unrounding of the vowel)- F. brusque 
(see BRUSQUE), but the connexion of sense 
is not clear. (j[W. brysg, Gael. brisg, Ir. brisc 
are from Eng. 

brisket bri·skit breast of a beast. XIV 
(brusket). pro b. -AN. "'brusket, "'brisket, 
vars. of OF. bruschet, *brischet, bruchet, 
brichet (mod. brt!chet), poss. f. ON. brjosk 
(Norw., Da. brusk) cartilage, gristle; see -ET. 
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BRISTLE 

q There are vars. in Sc. birsket XVI-XVII, 
and tbisket XVII-XVIII. 

bristle bri·sl stiff hair. XIII. ME. brilstel, 
bristel, brestel, pointing to OE. *brystel, 
*byrstel, corr. to OS. *brustil, (M)Du. 
borstel, deriv. of the base repr. by OE. byrst 
bristle (surviving in ME. briist, Sc. birse), 
OS. brusta, OHG. burst (in 1\U-IG., G. 
borste), ON. burst, bursti, and outside Germ. 
by L. fastigium top, summit, Skr. bhrsh{is 
spike, top. 

Bristol bri·st;~l city and seaport on the 
Lower A von famous from early times 
for maritime trade; attrib., e.g. in Bristol 
diamond (XVI), gem (xvm), stone (xvn) rock 
crystal found in Clifton limestone near 
Bristol; Bristol milk (xvii) sherry. OE. 
Brycgstow site of the BRIDGE (cf. STOW). 

Britain bri·tn the island containing Eng
land, Scotland, and Wales. XIII (RGlouc.). 
ME. Bretayne- OF. Bretaigne (mod. -agne) 
:- L. Brittlinia, -annia, f. Brit(t)anni = Gr. 
Bret(t)anoi, Pret(t)anoi. (OE. Breoten, 
Breten, Bryten - L. Brittones; cf. BRITISH.) 

British bri-tif pert. to ancient Britons OE. ; 
pert. to Great Britain XIV (Trevisa). OE. 
Brettisc, Brittisc, Bryttisc, f. Bret, pl. Brettas, 
etc., based on L. Britto (pl. Brittones) or 
OCeltic * B1·itto or * Brittos; see -ISH1• 

Hence Bri·tishER1 native of Great Britain. 
XIX (1829, Marryat); with-er as in foreigner 
or stranger. 'The American origin or cur
rency of this word has sometimes been 
questioned by American writers' ('Diet. 
American English'). 

Briton bri-tn inhabitant or native of 
Britain. XIII (RGlouc.). - (O)F. Breton 
- L. Britt6nem (nom. Britto), prop. Brit
tonem, with pl. Brittones, corr. to OCeltic 
*Britto, *Brittones, whence W. Brython, 
prop. coli. pl. (cf. BRYTHONIC). 

brittle bri-tl liable to break. XIV (Wyclif). 
The variation in ME. britil, bretil, briitil 
points to deriv. from bryt- (as in OE. brytsen 
fragment, gebryttan break in pieces, brytta 
distributor), f. mutated form of Germ. 
*brut-, wk. grade of *breutan (OE. breotan 
= ON. brj6ta) break up, of unkn. origin. 
The somewhat earlier (Kentish and eastern) 
synon. brotel is f. OE. broten, pp. of breotan 
(cf. gebrot fragment). See -LE2 • 

britzka briotsk;~, bri·tfka open carriage 
with calash top. XIX. -Pol. bryczka, dim. of 
bryka goods waggon. Cf. G. britschka. 

broach broutf A. tpointed rod or pin; 
roasting-spit XIV, church spire XVI; tapered 
boring-bit XVIII. B. (f. the vb.) tperforation 
with a tap XV; cf. ABROACH. - (O)F. broche 
spit = It. brocca split cane, Sp., Pg. broca 
driii, auger:- Rom. *brocca spike (cf. AL. 
brocha skewer, brooch), sb. use of fern. of 
L. brocc(h)us (as in brocchi dentes projecting 
teeth) ; cf. BROOCH. So broach vb. pierce 
XIV; give vent to xvr. - (O)F. brocher = Pr. 
brocar, etc. :-Rom. deriv. of the sb. 

BROGUE 

broad br5d extended in measurement 
from side to side. OE. brad = OFris., OS. 
bred (Du. breed), (O)HG. breit, ON. brei/Jr, 
Goth. braips :- CGerm. *brai/Jaz, of which 
no cogns. are known. Hence broa·dcAST 
adj. scattered abroad, widely disseminated 
XVIII; f. broadadv. abroad, widely+cast pp.; 
also used as adv.; whence as vb. XIX, from 
which a sb. (e.g. wireless broadcast) was 
formed xx. broa·dcLOTH. xv. broa·dsmE 
of a ship; of the discharge of artiilery on one 
side of a ship; synon. with broadsheet. XVI. 

Brobdingnagian br;Jbdit)me·gi;~n of huge 
dimensions, gigantic. XVIII. f. Brobdingnag, 
name given by Swift in 'Gulliver's Travels' 
to an imaginary country where everything 
is on a gigantic scale; see -IAN. 

brocade brokei·d textile fabric with raised 
figures. xvn. Earlier brocardo, brocado 
(xvr) - Sp., Pg. brocado, with blending of 
F. brocart- It. broccato, lit. 'embossed 
stuff', f. brocco twisted thread ; see -ADE. 

brocard brou·kald elementary principle 
or maxim. XVII. -F. brocard or medL. 
brocardus, appellative use of the latinized 
form of Burchard, name of a bishop of 
Worms (xi), author of 'Regulre Ecclesiasticre' 
in 20 books. 

brocatelle br;Jkate·l imitation of brocade. 
XVII (Evelyn). F., earlier brocatel- It. 
broccatello gold tinsel, dim. of broccato (see 
BROCADE). 

broccoli bm·kali kind of cauliflower. xvn 
('the Broccoli from Naples', Evelyn). -It. 
broccoli, pl. of broccolo cabbage sprout or 
head, dim. of brocco shoot (see BROACH). 

broch brox, brAX (archreol.) prehistoric 
tower-like structure in north. Scotland. 
XVII (brugh, brogh, burgh). var. of BURGH. 

broche brou·fei (fabric) woven with a 
pattern on the face. XIX. F., pp. of brocher 
stitch, f. broche knitting-needle (see BROACH). 

brochure brou·Jual pamphlet. xvm. -F. 
brochure lit. 'stitching', f. brocher stitch; 
see -uRE. 

brock brok (dial.) badger. OE. broc(c) 
- OBrit. *brokkos (W., Corn., Bret. broch, 
Ir., Gael. broc, Olr. brocc). 

brocket bm·kit stag in its second year with 
its first horns, which resemble a short 
dagger. xv. -AN. *broquet (cf. AL. 
brokettus xm), f. broque, dial. var. of broche 
BROOCH; cf. F. brocard young roe (xv) and 
synon. daguet, tdagard (f. dague dagger, 
stag's first antler). 

brogue1 broug rude shoe of Ireland and the 
Scottish Highlands XVI; pl. those, trousers 
XVII; strong outdoor shoe XIX. - Ir., Gael, 
brog (Oir. brae)- ON. br6k (see BREEKS). 

brogue2 broug strongly marked provincial 
(esp. Irish) accent. XVII ('Irish Hudibras', 
r689). perh. the same word as prec. used 
in playful allusion to the foot-gear of Ir. or 
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BROIL 

Sc. speakers; in XVIII freq. in phr. have the 
brogue on his tongue. Improbably connected 
by some with lr. barrdg hold, grip (barrdg 
teangan 'grip of the tongue', lisp). 

broil1 broil turmoil, quarrel. XVI. Earliest 
forms breull, bruill, f. tbroil vb. confuse, dis
turb (cf. EMBROIL)- AN. broiller, (O)F. 
brouiller, earlier brooillier :- Rom. ""brodi
culare, f. *brodicdre ( cf. Bergamo dial. 
brodigar defile), f. *brodum, whence OF. 
breu (see BROSE); cf. IMBROGLIO. 

broil 2 broil tburn XIV (Barbour); grill 
XIV (Ch.). Earliest forms (Sc.) brul3e, braille, 
brule, bruyle- OF. bruler, bruller, earlier 
brusler (mod. bruler) burn:- Rom. *brustu
ltire, perh. f. Germ. *brun- *bren- BUR~2 + 
L. iistuldre burn up, whence Pr. usclar, It. 
ustolm·e long for (cf. COMBUSTION). 

broke(n) brou·k(n) see BREAK1• 

broker brou·k:u tpedlar, small trader; 
second-hand dealer (cf. pawnbroker); 
middleman; tgo-between XIV; appraiser or 
seller of distrained goods XIX. Late ME. 
broco(u)r (PP!.)- AN. brocour, beside abro
cour ( cf. AL. brocator, abrocdtor), corr. to 
Pr. abrocador broker, abrocatge brokerage, 
beside brocatge charge on wine ; of unkn. 
origin, but the existence of vars. with a- has 
suggested connexion with Sp. alboroque 
drinking on the conclusion of a bargain, 
Pg. alborque truck, exchange, alborcar barter, 
in which al- is AL- 2, and the root is held to 
be of Sem. origin. Hence bro·kerAGE xv; 
rep!. tbrokage (XIV, PP!., Wyclif, Ch.)- AK. 
brocage (AL. brocdgium). 

brolly bnl'li (colloq.) unexpl. alteration of 
UMBRELLA, said to have been first used at 
Winchester College, and later at the uni
versities of Oxford and Cambridge. XIX 
(1874). 

bromine brou·min (chem.) non-metallic 
element. r827. f. F. brome (formerly also 
used in Eng.), f. Gr. br6mos stink+-INE5 ; 

so named from its strong irritating smell. 
Hence bro·mmE XIX; the sl. sense of 'com
mon place or person', 'trite remark', derives 
from the use of potassium bromide as a 
sedative xx. 

bronchia br<>·l)ki;} branches of the bronchi. 
xvn. late L. -Gr. n.pl. br6gkhia, f. br6gkhos 
windpipe, whence late L. bronchus, pl. 
-i the branches of the windpipe. Hence 
bro·nchiAL. xvm. - modL. bron
chr·ns. XIX. - modL., f. bronchi, bronchia. 
bro·nch(o)-, comb. form of bronchus, as 
in bronchocele goitre (xvn) - modL. - Gr. 
brogkhokele lit. 'tumour of the throat'. 

bronco br<>•IJkou (California and New 
Mexico) half-tamed horse. XIX. - Sp. 
bronco rough, rei. to OF. bronche, It. bronco 
block, lump. 

brontosaurus br<>ntous5T;}S huge dino
saurian reptile. XIX. modL. (1879), f. Gr. 
brond thunder+sauros lizard. 

BROSE 

bronze bmnz alloy of copper and tin 
(formerly included under BRASS); pro b. first 
used of objects of antiquity made of this. 
XVIII. - F. bronze- It. bronzo (whence 
medL. bronzium, brontium, in It. docu
ments), prob.- Pers. birinj, pirinj copper. 
(j[The vocalism is difficult to account for, 
but a similar difficulty attaches to Berthelot's 
deriv. from MGr. brontesion- medL. res 
brundisium 'brass of Brindisi', where, ace. 
to Pliny, bronze mirrors were produced. 
The word has passed into the Germ. and 
Slav. langs. 

brooch broutf ornamental (safety-)pin. 
XII!. - (O)F. broche spit, long needle = Sp. 
broca, It. brocca :- Rom. *brocca spike, sb. 
use of fern. of L. brocc(h)us projecting (see 
BROACH). 

brood briid progeny, offspring. OE. brod, 
corr. to MDu. broet (Du. broed), OHG. 
bruot, lVIHG. heat, warmth, hatching, 
brood (G. brut), f. Germ. *brod-, dental 
deriv. of *br6- warm, heat, whence MDu. 
broeyen warm up, hatch, MHG. briiejen (G. 
briihen scald). Hence brood vb. sit on eggs 
XV; hover over XVI; meditate intensely XVIII. 
broo·dy inclined to sit OE.; tprolific. OE. 
brodig ; see -Y 1• 

brook1 bruk small stream. OE. br6c, corr. 
to LG. and HG. words meaning 'marsh, 
bog', MLG. brok, (M)Du. broek, OHG. 
bruoh (G. bruch); of unkn. origin. Hence 
broo·klime the plant speedwell xv; orig. 
brokelemk (OE. hleomoce = MLG. lomeke), 
whence brooklem, -lyme (xvi). 

brook' bruk (Sc. or arch.) enjoy, use OE.; 
(arch.) put up with, endure XVI. OE. briican, 
pt. breac, pp. gebrocen = OFris. briika, OS. 
briikan (Du. bruiken), OHG. briihhan (G. 
brauchen use, want, need), Goth. briikjan 
(cf. briiks useful); CGerm. (exc. ON.) deriv. 
of *briik- make use of :- IE. ""bhrug-, whence 

. L. frui enjoy (see FRUIT). \Veak inflexions 
occur XIV. The vowel of the p1·esent pro
nunc. is abnormal, modern u answering usu. 
to ME. 6; the date of the appearance of the 
sense 'endure' may point to literary adoption 
from a dialect, whence perh. the unusual 
vocalism. 

broom briim, brum yellow-flowered shrub 
Cytisus scoparius OE.; sweeping imple
ment, orig. one of broom twigs xv. 
OE. br6m, corr. to MLG. brdm, MDu. 
brdme (Du. braam), OHG. bramo, brdma 
(comp. OIIG. brtimberi, G. brombeere hip), 
OS. hiop[brdmio hawthorn bush, MLG. 
b1·eme, brumme. MDu. bremme, OHG. 
br<'imma brier, and forms s.v. BRAMBLE. 

brose brouz dish of oatmeal made with 
boiling water. XVII. modSc. form of ME. 
broys, browis, browes (xni-XVII), also brewes, 
brewis (xvr-) - OF. broez, brouez (mod. 
brouet), f. breu = Pr. bro, It. brodo :-Rom. 
*brodo- Germ. •bropam BROTH. 
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BROTH 

broth bril)J liquid in which meat, etc. has 
been boiled. OE. brop = OHG. brod, ON. 
IYroo :-Germ. "'bropam, f. ("'bra-) "'bru-, 
base of BREW. 

brothel bm·<ll, bm·j:>l tworthless fellow 
XIV (Gower); tprostitute xv; bawdy-house 
XVI. Late ME. bro]Jel, f. OE. tilbropen gone 
to ruin, pp. of breopan deteriorate, de
generate (cf. briepel worthless), of unkn. 
origin; for a similar formation cf. brotel s. v. 
BRITTLE. In the present sense, short for 
tbrothel-house (Sh.), tbrodel-, tbrothelles 
house (xvr), by assoc. with earlier tbordel 
(-OF. borde[ = Pr. borde[ hut, brothel, 
f. bard BOARD), which it superseded. 

brother brN<I;}.I CGerm. and CIE. term 
of relationship, like daughter ,father, mother, 
sister. OE. bropor, pl. bropor, bropru, dial. 
briipre = OFris. brother, broder, OS. brothar, 
(M)Du. broeder, (M)LG. broder, OHG. 
bruodar (G. bruder), ON. brooir, Goth. 
bro]Jar :-Germ. "'bropar :- IE. *bhrtiter, 
whence Skr. bhratr, Gr. phrdter, -or, L. 
frtiter, OS!. bratra, OCeltic "'brtiter (Ir., 
Gael. brathair, W. brawd, Breton breur). 
The arch. pl. brethren bre·<lrln. 

brougham brou·;}m, bru·;}m, brt1m one
horse closed carriage. x1x. f. name of 
Henry Peter, Lord Brougham (r778-r868). 

brough var. of BROCH. 
brow brau teyelash, eyelid ; arch of hair 

above the eye OE. ; projecting edge of a 
hill, etc. xv; forehead xVI. OE. bru :
Germ. *brus :- IE. "'bhrus, whence also Gr. 
ophrits, Lith. bruvis, Oir. ace. pl. forlbru, 
Pers. (a)bru, Skr. bhrus; ON. bru bridge is 
perh. the same word, but the ON. word for 
'eyebrow' is brun. (jf Not allied to OE. brtew; 
see BRAE. Hence brow·BEAT. XVI; the 
etymol. meaning is perh. 'beat by frowning', 
but this is uncertain. 

browis see BROSE. 

brown braun (arch.) dusky, dark OE.; of 
the colour produced by mixing orange and 
black xlll. OE. brun = OFris., OS. brun 
(Du. bruin; see BRUIN), OHG. brun (G. 
braun), ON. brunn :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
"'brunaz (adopted in Rom., as F., Pr. brun, 
It. bruno, and in Lith. brunas). Reinforced 
in ME. from (O)F. brun- Germ. The base 
of the Germ. word appears in Lith. beras 
brown (cf. BEAR1), and with redupl. in Skr. 
babhrus reddish-brown (cf. BEAVER); cf. also 
Gr. phrane, phrfinos toad. OE. briin, ME. 
braun, ON. brunn, OHG. briin, were applied 
to burnished or glistening surfaces ; see 
BURNISH. Brown Bess flint-lock musket 
(xvm; earlier brown musket); Bess, pet-form 
of Elizabeth. In brown study (xvr) the sense 
appears to have been orig. 'dark', 'overcast', 
'gloomy'. 

brownie brau·ni benevolent sprite. xv1. 
f. BROWN+-ie, -Y6• (Hence Gael. bruinidh.) 

browning brau·nil) automatic pistol. xx. 

BRUNEITE 

Name of John M. Browning of Ogden, 
Utah, U.S.A. 

Brownist brau·nist follower of Robert 
Brown, English puritan and nonconformist, 
who advocated (c. 158o) a system of church 
government of the congregationalist pattern. 
XVI. Hence Brow·nrsM. XVII. 

brown-jolly brau·nd3;,1i W. Indian per
version of BRINJAL. XVIII. 

browse brauz sb. young shoots and twigs, 
cattle-fodder; vb. crop and eat, feed on 
leaves, etc. xv. Both sb. and vb. are first 
recorded from Fitzherbert's 'Husbandry', 
1523, and are ult.- early modF. broust 
(earlier brost, now brout) bud, young shoot, 
brouster (now brouter) crop, prob. of Germ. 
origin; but the loss of t in Eng. is difficult 
to account for. 

Bruin, bruin brt1·in comrnon or brown 
bear. XVII. - Du. bruin, with spelling
pronunc. (in Butler's 'Hudibras' r.w. ruine), 
the Du. form of BROWN used as a proper 
name in 'Reynard the Fox', whence its 
isolated early occurrence in I481 in Caxton's 
trans!. of the Flemish. 

bruise brt1z (orig.) crush, mangle, (now) 
injure by a blow or pressure without break
ing skin. OE. brjisan (whence ME. briise, 
brise, bryse, brese) rei. to OE. brosnian 
crumble, decay, and further to L. frustum 
piece, fragment (see FRUSTUM). With this 
coalesced bruse, broyse, brose, later bruise 
-AN. bmser, OF. bruisier (mod. briser) 
break, smash, of unkn. origin. Hence 
bruise sb. tbreach xv; contusion XVI. 

bruit brut noise, clamour; report, rumour. 
xv. (O)F. bruit, sb. use of pp. of bruire roar 
:- Rom. *brugere, alteration of L. rugire 
roar by assoc. with "'bragere BRAY1• Hence 
bruit vb. noise, rumour. xv. 

brumal brt1·m;~l wintry. XVI (G. Douglas). 
- L. brumlilis, f. bruma winter, for *brevima 
(sc. dies) 'shortest (day)', f. brevis BRIEF. So 
brumous brt1·m:~s foggy. x1x. -F. 
brumeux -late L. bn1mosus rainy (Isidore), 
f. bruma; see -AL, -ous. 

brumby brA·mbi (Austral.) wild or un
broken horse. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

Brummagem brA·mid3;:,m counterfeit, 
sham. XVII. Local pronunc., now vulgar, 
of the name of Birmingham, England, used 
allusively, orig. with ref. to the counterfeit 
groats made there c. 168o, more recently to 
the cheap plated and lacquer ware manu
factured there. The form depends on an old 
var. of the name, Bromwichham, Bromecham 
XVI, Bromegem xvrr, earlier Burmincham, 
Burmingeham xrn. 

brunette brune·t dark,complexioned (girl 
or woman) xvn (anglicized brunet, Dryden), 
XVIII. - (O)F. brunette, fern. of brunet, dim. 
of brun BROWN; see -ETTE. (Earlier thrown
etta XVI- It. brunetta, with assim. to brown.) 
Cf. BURNET, 
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BRUNSWICK 

Brunswick brA·nzwik name of a city of 
Germany, u~ed attrib. in Brunswick black 
(kind of varnish). - LG. Brunswik (G. 
Braunschweig), f. g. of Briin Bruno (the 
founder)+wik wrcK1• 

brunt brAnt tblow, onset, attack XIV-XVII; 
shock; (chief) stress xvr. Of unkn. origin. 

brush1 brAJ (dial.) loppings of trees XIV 
(R. Mannyng); (U.S., etc.) thicket XVI. 
ME. brusche- AN. brousse, OF. brace, brosse 
(whence F. broussaille) = Pr. brosa, Sp. 
broza :- Rom. *bruscia, perh. f. L. bruscum 
excrescence on the maple (Pliny). 

brush2 brAJ utensil for sweeping or scrub
bing dirt away xrv; for painting xv. - OF. 
broisse, (also mod.) brosse, perh. to be identi
fied with prec.; cf. broom. Hence vb. xv. 

brush3 brAJ trush with speed xrv; (sl.) 
decamp; move briskly by, past, etc. xvrr. 
poss. - OF. brosser go through brushwood, 
f. brosse BRUSH1

• Hence sb. forcible rush or 
encounter. xrv. 

brusque brusk, brAsk, briisk blunt, off
hand. XVII (brusk). -F. brusque lively, 
wild, fierce, harsh- It. brusco sour, tart, 
sour-looking, a use of the sb. = Sp., Pg. 
brusco butcher's broom (a spiny bush) :
Rom. bruscum, perh. blend of L. riiscum 
butcher's broom with *brucus heather (see 
BRIAR). Cf. BRISK. 

Brussels brA·salz name (Flem. Brussel, F. 
Bruxelles) of the capital of Belgium, as in 
Brussels carpet (xrx), Brussels sprouts (xvrn). 

Brut briit chronicle of British history. 
xrv (brout). - MW. brut (W, brud) in the 
titles of 'Velsh chronicles of British history; 
transf. use (in French or in Welsh) of Brutus 
name of the legendary eponymous founder 
of Britain, reputed grandson of .!Eneas. 

brutal brii·tal tanimal xv (Sc. brutal heist); 
inhuman, brutish xvr. - (O)F. brutal or 
med. L. brutiilis, f. L. brutus BRUTE+-AL. 
Hence bruta·lnv xvr, bru·talrzE XVIII. 
-F. brutaliser. So brute briit adj. (esp. 
in brute beast) of the lower animals xv; 
brutish; irrational XVI; sb. lower animal 
XVII. - F. brut, brute = Sp., It. bruto- L. 
brutus heavy, stupid, dull, held to be from 
an Italic dial. in which b- :- *gw-, and so 
rei. to L. gravis heavy, GRAVE3, Lett. grzlts 
heavy. Hence bru·tish xv; see -ISH1• 

brutus brii'tas rough short-haired wig. 
XIX. - F., f. cognomen of two ancient 
Romans famous for their patriotism and 
merciless virtue. 

bryology brai;rlad3i branch of botany 
concerning mosses. xrx. f. Gr. bruon mossy 
seaweed+ -LOGY. 

bryony brai·ani cucurbitaceous plant. XVI. 
- L. bryonia (Pliny)- Gr. bruonlii (Diosco
rides). Earlier tbrione (xrv)- OF. brione. 

Brythonic bripo·nik pert. to the Celts of 
South Britain. XIX (J. Rhys). f. W. Brython 

BUCK 

Britons ( :- Celtic * Brittones, pl. of *Britto 
BRITON)+-rc. Cf. GOIDELIC. 

bubble bA·bl sb. globule of liquid enclosing 
air, etc.; vb. form bubbles. XIV. prob. 
imit. like the parallel Du. bobbel, bobbelen, 
G. dial. bobbel, bubbel, -en, Sw. bubla, Da. 
boble; perh. in part a modification of the 
earlier BURBLE. 

bubbly-jock bA"blid3ok (Sc.) turkey. XIX 
(Scott). The first el. is imit. of the bird's 
cry (cf. gobbler), the second is jock ]ACK. 

bubo bjii·bou inflamed swelling in groin or 
armpits. xrv (Trevisa). - L. bubo(n-) owl, 
medL. swelling- Gr. boubiJn groin, swelling 
in groin. Hence bubonrc bjubv·nik. xrx. 

buccal bA·kal pert. to the cheek(s). XIX. 
f. L. bucca cheek, mouth, familiar syn. of 
OS (see ORAL) j see -AL. 

buccaneer bAkania·.r tcurer of flesh on a 
barbecue; sea-rover. xvn. - F. boucanier, 
f. boucaner cure flesh on a boucan or barbecue 
(Tupi mukem, mocaem, whence Pg. moquem). 
The sb. and vb. boucan, buccan (from the 
F. sb. and vb.) appear earlier in XVII. The 
orig. application was to French and English 
hunters of oxen and swine in San Domingo 
and Tortugas, who dried the flesh of their 
prey on a wooden framework called by a 
name reported by De Lery (r6 .. ) as boucan, 
the Haitian equiv. of which is barbac6a 
BARBECUE. The name was transf. to the 
pirates of the Spanish Main whose habits 
were similar. 

buccinator bA·ksineita.I (anat.) cheek 
muscle used in blowing. XVII. - L. buccina
tor, f. bucciniire blow the bucc£na, biicina, or 
crooked trumpet; see -ATOR. 

bucellas bjuse·las Portuguese white wine. 
xrx. f. name of a village near Lisbon, 
Portugal. 

bucentaur bjuse·nt5.r papal or ducal state 
barge adorned with gilding and paintings. 
XVII. -F. bucentaure (simulating centaure 
CE!'<TAl:R) -It. bucentoro, f. (Venetian) *bucio 
int' oro 'barge in gold' (tbucio- Germ. 
*buk- paunch; tinto :- L. intus within; oro 
:- L. aurum gold). 

Bucephalus bjuse·falas pompous name for 
a riding-horse. XVII. L. -Gr. Boukephalos 
name of Alexander the Great's charger, f. 
boz1s ox (see cow')-i-kephalif HEAD1• 

buck1 bAk A. male of deer; the-goat OE; 
B. tfellow (? from ON. bokki) XIV; gay, 
dashing man xvm. (i) OE. buc male deer = 
MDu. boc (Du. bok), OHG. boc (G. bock), 
0~. bukkr, bokkr :-Germ. *bukkaz (whence, 
only in the sense 'he-goat', (O)F. bouc, 
Pr. boc); (ii) OE. bucca he-goat = ON. 
bokki my good fellow, old buck :- *bukkon; 
prob., like cow, ewe, goat, mouse, wolf, of 
prim. IE. origin (cf. Olr. bocc he-goat, 
Arm. buc lamb, Av. biiza-, Skr. bukka he
goat), but the connexions are doubtful. 
Buckbean (xvr), tr. Flem. bocks boonen 
'goat's beans'. Hence buck vb. (dial.) 
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BUCK 

dress up (i.e. like a 'buck' or smart fellow); 
(sl.) cheer up; hurry up XIX. 

buck• bAk (obs. or dial.) lye for washing; 
quantity of clothes washed. xvr. f. tbuck 
vb. steep in lye (xrv, bouken, PPI.) :- OE. 
•bucian, corr. to MHG. biichen (G. beuchen), 
LG. buken, Sw. byka, Da. byge, f. Germ. 
"'biik- (whence F. buer wash, bm!e lye). 

buckeen b.llii·n (Anglo-Ir.) young man of 
the inferior or poorer gentry. XVIII. f. 
BUCK1 B+-EEN2• 

bucket b:.·kit pail-shaped vessel for hold
ing liquid. XIII. Also bouket, buket, boket 
- AN. buket, buquet tub, pail (cf. AL. 
bo-, bukettum xm), perh. f. OE. biic belly, 
pitcher = OFris., MLG. buk, OHG. biih 
(Du. buik, G. bauch belly, paunch, bulge), 
ON. bukr body; see -ET. Hence bu·cket
SHOP (U.S.) place where liquor was obtain
able in buckets, etc. supplied by customers; 
(hence) establishment orig. for smaller 
gambling transactions in grain, (later gen.) 
for miscellaneous gambling on the markets. 

buckle b:.·kl clasp with a hinged tongue, 
for securing a belt, etc. XIV. - (O)F. boucle 
metal ring, boss of shield :- L. buccula 
cheek-strap of a helmet, boss of a shield, 
dim. of bucca cheek. (The common F. 
sense 'curl of hair' was current in Eng. 
XVIII.) Hence bu·ckle vb. fasten with a 
buckle xrv (Ch.); (after F. boucler) bend 
under stress xvr. See -CLE. 

buckler b:.·kl;u small round shield. XIII. 
ME. boc(e)ler- OF. bocler, boucler, bucler 
(mod. bouclier), orig. adj. in escu boucler 
shield having a boss, f. boucle boss (see 
prec.)+-er -ER2

• 

buckra b:.·kra white man. xvm. - Suri
nam bakra master (cf. Efik mbiikara, miikara 
encompass, master). 

buckram b:.·kram tfine linen or cotton 
fabric XIV; coarse linen or cloth stiffened 
xv. ME. boker(h)am- AN. bukeram, OF. 
boquerant (mod. bougran), corr. to Pr. 
bocaran, Sp. bucaran, It. bucherame, ob
scurely f. Bukhara, name of a town in 
Turkestan, whence a fine fabric was ex
ported to Europe. (So MDu. bocraen, 
MHG. buggeram, -an, from French.) t]For 
the change of final n to m cf. grogram, 
megrim, vellum. 

buckshee b:.·kJi (sl.) extra rations; adj., 
adv. gratuitous(ly). xrx. Alteration of 
BAKSHEESH. 

buckthorn b:.·kp5m shrub Rhamnus 
catharticus. XVI (Lyte). f. BUCK1+THORN; 
tr. modL. cervi spina 'stag's thorn'. 

buckwheat b:.·kMit the cereal Polygonum 
Fagopyrum. XVI (Turner). - MDu. boec
weite (Du. boekweit), MLG. bokwete (LG. 
bookweten), f. hoek, b6k (see BEECH)+weite 
WHEAT; so named from its triquetrous s~eds 

BUFFALO 

resembling those of the beech. (The LG. 
word has been adopted in F. as bou-, 
bucail(le), bouquette, and beaucuit.) 

bucolic bjuka·lik pastoral, rustic; sb. pl. 
pastoral poems. XVI. - L. biicolicus- Gr. 
boukolik6s, f. bouk6los herdsman, f. bous ox 
(see cow)+ "'kol-, perh. rei. to HOLD; see -rc. 

bud1 b:.d flower or leaf not opened. xrv 
(Trevisa). Late ME. bodde, budde, of unkn. 
origin. (The synon. MDu. botte, Du. bot 
cannot be connected.) Hence bud vb. 
XIV (Trevisa). 

bud• b:.d (U.S.) infantile or negro altera
tion of BROTHER. Also bu·ddy (-Y6). XIX. 

Bude bjiid f. name of a town in Cornwall, 
place of residence of Sir Goldsworthy 
Gurney (1793-187s), inventor of a burner 
and a light so named. 

budge1 b:.d3 lambskin with the wool 
dressed outwards. xrv. Early forms 
(disyll.) bugee, bugeye, buggy, bog(e)y, in 
AL. buggetum, of unlm. origin. From 
Milton's budge doctors of the Stoic fur 
('Comus' 707), where the reference seems to 
be to the wearing of gowns trimmed with 
budge, the word was freq. used XVII-XVIII 
for 'stiff, formal, pompous'. 

budge2 b:.d3 stir. XVI (bouge). - (O)F. 
bouger, prob. = Pr. bolegar disturb oneself, 
It. bulicare bubble up :-Rom. *bulliciire 
bubble, f. L. bullire, f. bulla bubble (BULL0). 

budgerigar b:.·d3ariga:J: love-bird. xrx 
(many vars.). XIX. Native Australian (Port 
Jackson), f. budgeri good+gar cockatoo. 

budgerow b:.·d3arou Indian keelless barge. 
xvm (earlier tbazara xvr). -Hindi, Bengali 
bajrii. 

budget b:.·d3it tpouch, wallet xv; bundle, 
stock XVI ; annual estimate made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (who was for
merly said to 'open his budget') XVIII. 
-OF. bougette, dim. of bouge leather bag 
:- L. bulga, said by Festus to be Gaulish 
(cf. Ir. bolg belly, bag, pouch, etc.); see -ET. 

budmash see BADMASH. 

buff1 b:.f blow, stroke, buffet (surviving 
only in BLIND-MAN'S-BUFF). -OF. bujje 
BUFFET1 ; cf. Du. bof. 

buff2 b:.f A. tbuffalo, wild ox XVI; B. 
(earlier buff leather) leather of buffalo hide, 
hence of ox hide; military attire (orig. of 
this leather) XVI; the bare skin XVII; C. 
light-brownish yellow (hence as adj.) xvnr. 
prob.- F. bujjle BUFFALO. 

buffalo b:.·falou species of ox, orig. Indian. 
XVI. prob. immed. - Pg. bufalo (mod. 
bufaro), corr. to It. bufalo (whence F. bujjle), 
Sp. Mbalo, bufalo :- late L. bufalu-s, L. 
biibalu-s- Gr. boubalos antelope, wild ox. 
(F. bujjle was adopted earlier in XVI and 
continued in use till c. 18oo; cf. BUFF 2

.) 
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BUFFER 

buffer1 bA·fa.r fellow. XVIII. prob. ult. 
from an imit. base *buff- blow, puff, make 
the sound of a soft blow, whence the mean
ings 'stammerer' (xrv), 'soft fellow' (dial.); 
see next. Cf. OE. abyffan mutter. 

buffer2 bA·f;~.r device for deadening the 
force of concussion. XIX. prob. f. buff vb. 
sound as a soft body when struck, (earlier) 
stutter, splutter (as with laughter); if so, 
ult. identical with prec. 

buffet1 bA·fit blow. XIII. -OF. (now dial.) 
buffet, dim. of buffe, of imit. origin. So 
bu·ffet vb. XIII. - (O)F. buffeter. 

buffet 2 bu·fei, II biife sideboard, cupboard 
in a recess XVIII; refreshment bar XIX. F., 
of unkn. origin. 

buffo bu·fou comic actor; adj. comic. 
XVIII (Foote). -It. buffo puff of wind, 
buffoon, f. bu1Jare (see next). 

buffoon bAfu·n clown. xvr. -F. bouffon, 
- It. buffone, f. buffare puff (prob. with 
allusion to puffing out the cheeks as a comic 
gesture), of imit. origin; see -oo:-.. 

bug1 hAg object of dread. xrv. The earliest 
of several words, mostly evidenced from 
xvr, of similar form and meaning ('goblin', 
'spectre', 'bugbear', 'bogey'), the con
nexions of which are obscure; viz. tbog, 
tboggard, (dial.) bogle (Dunbar), bogle-bo, 
BUGABOO, BUGBEAR, and the more recent 
BOGEY. Comparison with W. bwg, bwgan 
ghost, hobgoblin, bwgwl fear, threat, is 
inevitable, but it is uncertain how these 
forms are related. The phr. big bug, mean
ing 'important person', is presumably an 
example of this word; but cf. (dial.) bug 
swaggering, pompous (xvr), and 'one whom 
no big, nor bugs wordes can terrific' (Cotgr. 
s.v. Cheval). 

bug2 bAg insect, beetle (as still in U.S.); 
bed-bug, Cimex lectularius. XVI (in turd bug 
dung-beetle). Origin unascertained; pass. 
alteration of budde, OE. budda, as in scearn
budda dung-beetle, (dial.) shorn-bug (XVII); 
but conjectured to be identical with BUG1 

through assoc. with fly in the sense of 
'familiar demon', Baalzebub (Beelzebub) 'the 
prince of devils' being interpreted by some 
as 'lord of flies'. 

bugaboo bAg;~bu· bogey, bugbear. XVIII 
(buggybow; earlier bugboy may be a corrup
tion). pro b. of dial. origin; cf. W. bwcibo 
the Devil (bwci hobgoblin, bo scarecrow), 
Corn. buccaboo; the OF. demon-name Bugi
bus may be of Celtic origin. 

bugbear bA·gbr:u thobgoblin; object of 
dread. XVI. app. f. BUG1 +BEAR1• (ME. 
bokeberet, glossing OF. escarrie, as an 
alternative to ME. skerlis scarecrow, is 
isolated and obscure, but is remarkably like 
in form and sense.) A former syn. was 
tscare-bug (xvr-xvii); also tbull-bear, tbull
beggar (xvr). 

BULGE 

bugger bA·g;~.r sodomite XVI (bouguer, 
bowgard); (vulgar and dial.) coarse term of 
abuse; also, fellow, chap XVIII. - MDu. 
bugger- (O)F. bougre theretic, (arch.) sodo
mite, (colloq.) 'chap' :- medL. Bulgarus 
Bt..:LGARIAN, heretic (the Bulgarians being 
so regarded as belonging to the Greek 
Church), spec. Albigensian. So bu·ggERY. 
XIV. - MDu. buggerie (OF. bouguerie); cf. 
MLG. buggernie. 

buggy bA"gi light horse-vehicle. XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin; taken into F. as boglzei (Lamar
tine spells it boguey). 

bugle1 bju·gl tbuffalo, bull; kind of horn 
(short for bugle horn horn of a wild ox used 
as a drinking-vessel and as a musical instru
ment). XIV. -OF. bugle :- L. buculu-s 
dim. of bas ox (see cow1). ' 

bugle2 bju·gl plant of the genus Ajuga. 
XIII. -late L. bugula (whence F. bug[,, Sp. 
bugula, It. bugola). 

bugle3 bju·gl tubular glass bead. xvr (also 
buegle, beaugle). Of unkn. origin. 

bugloss bju·gl"s boraginaceous plant. xv. 
- F. buglosse or L. buglossus- Gr. bouglossos 
lit. 'ox-tongued', f. bous ox (see cow1)+ 
gl/Jssa tongue (cf. GLoss). 

buhl bul material prepared for inlaid work. 
xrx. f. name of Andre Boule, designer of 
marqueterie, who lived in France in the 
reign of Louis XIV; the sp. buhl appears 
to be a Germanized form. 

build bild construct, orig. for a dwelling. 
OE. byldan (cf. bylda builder), f. bold dwell
ing, house, var. of bot! (surviving in proper 
names, as Newbolt, Nezvbould, Ilarbottle, 
Bootie) = OFris. bOde!, OS. bod!, ON. b6l :
Germ. *buplam, f. *bu- dwell (see BOWER1). 

The present sp. reflects a southern and 
western development, the pronunc. a 
northern and midland; cf. BUY. 

bukshee bA"kJi paymaster. XVII (buxy). 
-Urdu, Pers. bakhshi, f. bakhshidan give 
(see BAKSHEESH). Cf. Bt..:CKSHEE. 

bulb bAlb tonion XVI ; 'root' of onion, etc. 
xvn ; roundish dilatation, spec. of a glass 
tube XVIII. - L. bulbus = Gr. b6lbos onion, 
bulbous root, with Baltic cogns. Hence 
bu·lbous xvr; cf. F. bulbe (xvr), bulbeux. 

bulbul bu·lbul Eastern song-thrush. XVIII. 
- Pers. - Arab. bulbul, of imit. origin. 

Bulgarian bAlge;~·rian pert. to (a native of) 
Bulgaria. XVI. f. medL. Bulgaria, f. Bulgarus 
Bulgarian- OS!. Blzigarinu; see -IAN. (In 
OE. Bulgarisc.) Old Bulgarian, the oldest 
extant form of the Slavonic group of lan
guages, also called Old Church Slavonic. So 
Bu·lgar. XVIII. -F. Bulgare, G. Bulgar, or 
medL. Bulgarus. 

bulge bAld3 twallet, pouch xm ; bottom of 
a ship's hull XVII; (f. the vb.) protuberance 
XVIII. - (O)F. bouge- L. bulga leathern sack, 
bag, of Gaulish origin; the second sense 
is of obscure origin (cf. BILGE). Hence bulge 



BULIMY 

vb. stave in the bottom of a ship; also 
intr. XVI; protrude xvn. 

bulimy bjii·limi morbid hunger, (fig.) 
voracity. XVII. - modL. bulimia- Gr. 
boulfmfti, f. bou-s ox, cow', used as an in ten
sive e!.+lim6s hunger; cf. F. boulimie. (Gr. 
synon. bozi/imos was adopted in medL. as 
bolismus, whence OF. bolisme, later boulime; 
Trevisa has bolisme, Sylvester, tr. Du Bartas, 
boulime.) 

bulk1 bAlk A. cargo (in bulk, in large un
broken quantities) XIV; theap xv; B. tbelly, 
trunk, body XIV; large body, huge frame XVI; 
C. magnitude, volume, mass xv. prob. orig. 
three separate words but subsequently 
identified by assoc. of sense; in A- Olcel. 
bUlki cargo; in B perh. at first an alteration 
of tbouk, OE. biic belly = OS. biik (Du. 
buik), OHG. bah (G. bauch), ON. bUkr :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *biikaz; in C prob. 
trans£. use of either A or B. Hence bulk vb. 
(in several unconnected uses). xvr. bu·lkv1 

XV. 
bulk2 bAlk stall xv; framework projecting 

from a shop-front xvr. Also earlier tbolk, 
perh.- ON. bdlkr partition, low wail; but 
cf. OE. bolca gangway of a ship ; poss. rei. to 
BALK. Hence bu·lkHEAD upright partition in 
a ship xv (in Sandahl) ; roof of a stall XVIII. 

bull1 bul male of the ox, etc. Late OE. bula 
(in place-names), ME. bole- ON. boli, corr. 
to MLG. bulle, MDu. bulle, bolle (Du. bul), 
f. a base whence the OE. dim. bulluc 
BULLOCK. (In stock exchange sl. correl. to 
BEAR1 XVIII.) 

bulP bul papal edict XIII; official seal XIV. 
- (O)F. bulle- L. bulla bubble, round object 
(whence F. boule; see BOWL 2), in medL. 
seal, sealed document, spec. papal letter 
with the pontifical seal, rei. to bullire BOIL. 

bul13 bul A. tjestXVII only (x63o); B. state
ment so expressed as to imply an absurdity 
XVII (1638-40). Origin unascertained; con
nexion with ME. bul deceit (XIII), bulle 
deceive, cheat (xv-xvn), has been suggested, 
but there are chronological difficulties and 
the meaning is remote. The association of 
sense B with the Irish is late and obscure. 

bullace bu·l;}s species of wild plum. XIV. 
-OF. buloce, (also mod.) beloce sloe :-Rom. 
*bullucea, f. *bulluca (perverted to bellicum 
in Corpus Glossary B 75), perh. of Gaulish 
origin. 

bullamacow bu·l;}m;}kau cattle; tinned 
meat. XIX. Said to be Fiji combination of 
BULL 1 and cow1 • 

bullate bu·leit having vesicles, inflated. 
XIX. - medL. bullatu.s, f. bulla; see BULL 2 , 

-ATE2• 

bulldose, -doze bu·ldouz (U.S.) intimi
date (orig. Negroes) by violence. XIX. f. 
BULL 1 +DOSE (as if to give a dose fit for a bull, 
but ?) ; -dozer XIX (person), XX (machine). 

bullet bu·lit fcannon-ball (as F. boulet); 

BUM 

ball for small fire-arms. xvr. -F. boulette, 
dim. of boule ball (BULL 2). 

bulletin bu·litin fnote, warrant, etc. XVII; 
short account or report XVIII. - F. bulletin 
- It. bulletino, boll- safe-conduct, pass, f. 
bulletta passport, lottery ticket, dim. of 
bulla BULL2 • 

bullfinch1 bu·lfintJ finch of the genus Pyr
rhula. XIV. f. BULL1 +FINCH j SO called from 
its large head and squat form; cf. F. bou
vreuil, based on bmuf ox. 

bullfinch2 bu·lfinJ high quickset hedge 
with a ditch. XIX. The first el. is presu
mably BULL1 ; second el. may be a corrup
tion of fence. 

bullion bu·lj;}n precious metal in the mass. 
XIV. -AN. bullion (XIV), which appears to 
mean 'mint', var. of (O)F. bouillon:- Rom. 
*bullionem boiling, f. L. bullire BOIL 2• The 
history is obscure. 

bullock bu·l;}k young bull. Late OE. 
bulluc, dim. of BULL1 ; see -ocK. 

bully1 bu·li tsweetheart; fine fellow XVI; 
bravo, swashbuckler, (hence) tyrannical 
coward XVII; thired ruffian; tprotector of 
prostitutes XVIII. prob. - (M)Du. boele 
(MHG. buole, G. buhle) used as a term of 
endearment or reproach, of which the dims. 
boelekijn and boe/ije appear to be repr. in 
Eng. by synon. tbulcking (XVI, rare), tbulchin 
(xvii), and tbulch (xvn, rare). 

bully 2 bu·li (now esp. U.S.) fine, capita!, 
first-rate. XVII. perh. arising from attrib. 
use of prec. 

bully3 bu·li (also bully beef) tinned beef. 
XVIII (Smollett). - F. bouilli boiled beef, 
sb. use of pp. of bouillir BOIL2 ; used as a label 
of tinned army rations of beef in the Franco
Prussian war of r87o-r. 

bullyrag bu·lineg, ballyrag bre·lirreg 
(orig. U.S.) tbully; use abusive language 
of. xvm. Also bulrag, balrag. 

bulrush bu·lrAJ tall rush, Scirpus lacustris. 
xv. perh. f. BULL\ used, as later in BULL
FINCH, bull-frog, bull-trout, in the sense 
'large' or 'coarse' (cf. the similar use of 
cow and horse)+RUSH1

• 

bulwark bu·lw:uk rampart, fortification 
xv; raised side of a ship XIX. immed. source 
doubtful, but prob. ult. a comp. of the 
words repr. by BOLE1 and WORK. Late MHG. 
bolwerk meant ( 1) ballista, (2) fortification, 
whence Du. bolwerk, Sw. bolverk, Da. 
bulva?Tk. The Germ. word was adopted in 
Russ. bolverk, F. tboullewerc, BOULEVARD. 

bum b.illl. fundament, buttocks. XIV (Tre
visa). Late ME. born, of unkn. origin; un
connected with synon. Sc. tbun (xvr), which 
may be - Gael. bun root, bottom. Hence 
bu·m-BAI'LIFF bailiff employed to make 
arrests or distraints. XVII (Sh.). So called 
because he attacks from the rear; cf. F. 
pou.sse-cul 'push-bum', which is shortened 
to cul, as bum-bailiff is to bum (xvu). 
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BUMBLE-BEE 

bumble-bee bA·mblbi large hairy bee. 
XVI. f. tbumble frequent. of ME. bumme, 
bumbe, bombe boom, buzz (see -LE3)-l-BEE. 
Cf. HUMBLE-BEE. 

Bumbledom bA ·mbld;}m official pomposity 
and stupidity, esp. as displayed in petty 
corporations. xrx. f. Bumble (prob. to be 
assoc. with prec.) name of the consequential 
doll?-ir:eering beadle in Dickens's 'Oliver 
Twtst ; see -DOM. 

bumble-puppy hA·mblpA:pi nine-holes; 
unscientific whist; game in which a ball on 
a string is wound round a post. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. 

bumbo bA·mbou drink made of rum, sugar, 
and water. XVIII (Smollett). perh. - It. 
bombo child's word for drink. (But bombo 
is somewhat earlier in U.S. and said to be 
so called from an admiral of that name.) 

bumboat hA·mbout tscavenger's boat on 
the Thames xvn ; boat for the carriage of 
small merchandise XVIII. prob. f. Du. born 
(also in bomschuit) bluff-bowed fishing-boat. 

bumf bAmf (sl.) paper. XIX. Short for 
bumfodder 'anitergium' (xvn), trashy litera
ture (XVIII); see BUM, FODDER. 

bummalo hA·malou small fish, Harpodon 
nehereus, of S. Asia. xvn. Also bumbalo, 
-eloe, which has been referred to Marathi 
bombil(a). 

bummaree hAm;;,ri' middleman in the fish 
trade at Billingsgate. XVIII. Ofunkn. origin. 

bummer hA"m;}.I (U.S. sl.) idler. XIX. 
perh. based on G. bummler, f. bummeln loaf 
about. 

bump1 hAmp imit. of a somewhat heavy 
dull blow; its result, swelling, protuberance 
(Sh.). xvr. The sb. and vb. appear about 
the same time; perh. of Scand. origin; cf. 
MDa. bumpe strike with fist. Hence bump 
vb. tswell, bulge XVI ; strike heavily XVII. 
bu·mper [ -ER1] full glass of drink XVII; 
anything unusually large XIX ; f. bumping 
prp. adj. huge, 'thumping' (cf. 'bumping 
bignes', rs66). 

bump 2 hAmp (of the bittem) make a 
booming sound. xvn (Sir T. Browne, 
Dryden). imit. Cf. BUTTERBUMP. 

bumpkin hA·mPkin country lout. XVI. 
The earliest ex., with the gloss Batavus 
Batavian {Levins 1570), suggests that it was 
orig. applied joe. to Dutchmen; perh.- Du. 
boomken little tree, or MDu. bommekijn 
little barrel, used fig. for 'squat figure'. 

bumptious hA·mPJ;;,s offensively self
assertive. XIX (Mme D' Arblay). joe. f. 
BUMP, after FRACTIOUS; cf. the fig. uses of 
bounce and bounder. 

bun1 hAn kind of cake (in England usu. 
small, round, and sweet). XIV. Late ME. 
bunne, of unkn. origin. tjJWords to some 
extent analogous in form and sense are 
Of. bunette, bUinete, Sp. bufiuelo fritter. 

BUNKUM 

bun • bAn (now U.S.) squirrel xvr; (dial.) 
rabbit XIX. Cf. BUNNY. Of unkn. origin. 

bunch h=tJ thump, swelling XIV; tbundle 
XIV; collection or cluster of similar things 
XVI. Of unkn. origin; hunch and dial. clunch 
have similar meanings. 

bunco hA·l)kou (U.S. sl.) swindle by card 
or confidence trick. XIX. Said to be - Sp. 
banca (BANK 3) card-game similar to monte. 

buncombe early var. of BUNKUM. 

bundle bA·ndl tA. bandage XIV (Wycl. 
Bible, tr. Vulg. L. fascia); B. collection of 
things bound together XIV (Wycl. Bible, tr. 
Vulg. L. fasciculus). orig. perh. repr. OE. 
byndelle binding, taken in concr. sense = 
OS. bundilin (Du. bundel bundle, sheaf of 
arrows, papers, etc.), OHG. gi/buntili (G. 
biindel), but reinforced later by (if not 
wholly due to) LG., Du. bundel; f. *bund
(*bend- *band-) BIND, BOND. 

bundobust, bandobast bA·ndobAst ar
rangement, settlement. XVIII. -Hind. 
- Pers. band o bast tying and binding. 

bundook hA·ndiik musket, match-lock. 
XIX. - Hind. bandiiq- Pers. bundiiq filbert, 
musket or cannon ball, firearm - Gr. Ponti
k6n, sc. kdruon 'Pontic hazel nut'. 

bung hAl) stopper, esp. for a cask. XV 
(Promp. Parv.). - MDu. bonghe, varying 
with bomme and bonde, whence MDu. bonne, 
beside Du. bom, of doubtful origin. 

bungalow hA'l)g;;,lou one-storied lightly 
built house. XVII (bungale). - G~jarati 
bangalo -Hind. banglii belonging to Bengal. 

bungle bA•I)gl make or act unskilfully. 
XVI. prob. of symbolic formation, like 
synon. and contemp. tbumble (cf. BUMBLE
BEE). 

bunion hA·nj:m inflamed swelling on the 
foot. XVIII. Formerly also bunnian, -on, 
bunyan, -on; rei. to dial. (E. Anglian) bunny 
swelling, earlier bony (xv, Promp. Parv.), 
and obs. dial. (Essex) boine ( cf. tboi11 vb., 
swell, used by Golding, who was of Essex 
parentage)- OF. buigne, buyne (mod. bigne) 
bump on the head, perh. of Germ. origin 
(cf. MHG. bunge lump). 

bunk1 hAI)k sleeping-berth in a ship, etc. 
XIX. Of unkn. origin ; perh. rei. to BUNKER. 

bunk2 hAI)k (sl.) be off, make off. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. 

bunk3 bAI)k (sJ.) short for BUNKUM. XX. 

bunker bA·I)k;}.I chest or box often serving 
as a seat XVI (Sc. boncure, bonkcar, banker; 
bunker XVII); sandy hollow on a golf course 
XIX (Scott); storage room for coal or oil fuel 
XIX. Not Eng. before XIX; of unkn. origin. 

bunkum hA·I)k;;,m political chicanery or 
clap-trap; humbug. XIX (c. r845). f. Bun
combe name of a county in North Carolina, 
U.S.A., the member for which, it is said, in 
a debate in Congress persisted in speaking, 
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declaring that he was bound to 'make a 
speech for Buncombe' ; hence applied to 
vaporous political talk; but talking to 
Bunkum is recorded as early as I8z8. 

bunny bt.·ni tterm of endearment for a 
woman or child; rabbit. XVII. f. synon. 
BUN 2+-YG. 

bunodont bju·nodont pert. to or having 
tuberculate molars. XIX. f. Gr. bounds 
mound+odont-, odous TOOTH. So bu·noro. 

bunsen bt.·ns<Jn. XIX. f. name ofR. W. von 
Bunsen (I8II-99), German chemist, applied 
to a gas-burner, lamp, etc., invented by him. 

bunt1 bt.nt baggy part of a sail, net, etc. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

bunt2 bt.nt push, butt. XIX. Of dial. origin. 
buntal bt.·nt<Jl straw from the fibres of the 

talipot. xx. Native name in the Philippine 
Islands. 

bunter bt. ·nt<J.r (geol.) lower stage of triassic 
rocks. XIX. -G. bunter in bunter sandstein 
varicoloured or mottled sandstone. 

bunting1 bt.·ntil) bird of the genus Em
beriza. XIII. Of unkn. origin; perh. f. a 
base meaning 'short and thick', buntin(g) 
being used in this sense from c. I6oo. (The 
recorded syns. buntyle, bunkin, bunt/in are 
of doubtful authenticity.) 

bunting2 bt.·ntil) open-made woollen stuff 
for flags; flags collectively. XVIII (also -ine). 
Of unkn. origin; connexion with (dial.) 
bunt sift, boult (bonte xrv), as if orig. 'boult
ing-cloth', is suggested by the fact that F. 
etamine means both boulting-cloth and 
bunting. 

bunyip bA·njip aboriginal name of a fabu
lous monster of the interior of Australia; 
fig. impostor. xrx. 

buoy hoi floating body marking navigable 
limits. XIII. Earlier forms boy(e), buy, buie, 
bwoy; prob.- MDu. bo(e)ye, boeie (Du. 
boei}, perh.- OF. boie, buie chain, fetter:
L. boia, esp. pl. boi;e- Gr. boefai (sc. dora£) 
straps of ox-leather, f. boas (see cow1). 

Buoy-rope (xrv) corr. to Du. boeireip. For
merly pron. bwoi. tjf The word has become 
CEur. (F. bouee, Sp. boya, It. boia, Russ. 
bul, Sw. boj). 

buoyant boi·<Jnt having the power of float
ing XVI; keeping bodies afloat XVII; fig. 
easily recovering from depression XVIII. 
-OF. bouyant or Sp. boyante light-sailing, 
prp. of boyar float, f. boya BUOY; see -ANT. 
Hence buoy·ANCY. XVIII. tjf For the prob. 
Sp. origin cf. BOX', CAPSIZE. 

bur, burr b:i.r rough or prickly seed-vessel 
or flower-head XIV; obstacle in the throat 
XIV (PPI.). perh. of Scand. origin; cf. Da. 
burre bur, burdock, Sw. kardjborre burdock, 
which may depend on *bhrs-, the base of 
BRISTLE. Cf. BURR. 

BURGESS 

bur berry ba· .Ib<Jri trade-name of cloth and 
clothing made by Burberrys Ltd. 1903. 

burble b::i·.rbl tform bubbles, flow with 
bubbling sound XIV (R. Mannyng}; (revived 
or formed afresh by Kipling) talk with a 
continuous murmur XIX. Of imit. origin; 
there are similar and synon. forms in Rom., 
e.g. Sp. borbollar bubble, gush, barbullar 
talk loud and fast, It. borbugliare. 

bur bot ba• .rb<Jt freshwater fish, Lota vul
garis. xrv. - F. bourbotte, earlier bourbet(t)e, 
pro b. f. bourbe slime, mud; see -ET. 

burden1 ba·.rdn, (arch.) burthen ba·.r3n 
load. OE. byrpen = OS. burthinnia :
WGerm. *burpinnja, f. *burpi- (see BIRTH) 
+ *-innja -EN 2 ; cf., with different suffix, 
OHG. burdi (G. biirde), Goth. bmirpei. 
Forms with d appear XII; cf. MURDER and 
dial. jarden FARTHING, jurder FURTHER; for 
u repr. OE. y cf. blush. Hence bu·rden vb. 
tbu·rdenous, bu·rdensoME. xvi. 

burden2 ba·.rdn thass, 'undersong'; re
frain XVI (Sh.); chief theme XVII. Later 
form of BOURDON, assim. to prec. as if with 
the notion that the bass or the refrain was 
'carried' by the melody or the song. 

burdock b:'i· .rdok weed, Arctium Lappa, 
having prickly flower-heads. XVI (Gerarde). 
f. BUR+DOCK1 • 

bureau bjurou· writing-desk with drawers; 
office. XVII. - F. bureau orig. woollen stuff, 
baize (used for covering writing-desks), 
earlier burel, prob. f. bure, var. of OF. buire 
dark-brown = It. buio dark :-Rom. *bUriu-s 
dark-red (cf. Pr. buret brownish-red}, altera
tion of L. burrus fiery-red - Gr. purrhos red, 
f. pur-, pur FIRE. So bureaucRACY bju<Jro·
kr<Jsi, bju<Jrou·kr<Jsi XIX. -F. bureaucratie 
(Gournay, d. I759). 

burg ba.Ig (hist.) fortress, walled town 
XVIII; (U.S. sl.) town, city XIX. - (i) medL. 
burgus; (ii) G. burg; see BOROUGH. 

burgage b:i·.1gid3 tfreehold property in 
a borough xrv (PPI.}; tenure whereby lands 
in a town were held of the king or other 
lord XVI. - medL. burgtigium, f. burgus 
BOROUGH ; see -AGE. 

burgee ha.1d3i· (naut.) small three-cornered 
flag, yacht flag. XVIII. perh. for *burgee's 
flag, i.e. owner's flag;- F. bourgeois (see 
BURGESs) in the sense of 'master', 'owner' 
(cf. 'Le Bougeois d'un navire, the owner of 
a ship', Cotgr., and occas. tburgees caution, 
equiv. to F. caution bourgeoise). 

burgeon b:'i·.rd3<Jn (arch.) bud. XIII (Cursor 
M.). -OF. bor-, burjon (mod. bourgeon) :
Rom. *burrionem, f. late L. burra wool 
(whence F. bourre tag-wool, flock-wool, or 
long-haired stuff, down covering buds, Pr., 
Sp., It. borra). So bu·rgeon vb. bud. xrv. 
- (O)F. bourgeonner. 

burgess b::i·.rd3is inhabitant of a borough 
XIII; parliamentary representative xv. ME. 
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burgeis, burges, barges- OF. burgeis :-Rom. 
*burgensis, f. late L. burgus BOROUGH+-ensis 
(cf. -ESE), after *pagensis, f. paganus PAGAN. 

burg(g)rave b~·.1greiv hereditary ruler of 
a town in Germany. xvr. -G. burggraj, f. 
burg BOROUGH+ graf (0 H G. grav(i)o) count. 

burgh bA'r;J Sc. form of BOROUGH since 
xrv, var. of burch xrv (Barbour); there is a 
local variant bruch (cf. BROCH), brugh; early 
exx. are in place-names, e.g. Edenesburg, 
Rokesburgh (xii). 

burgher b~·.Ig;J.I citizen. XVI. - G. or Du. 
burger, f. burg BOROUGH. Cf. BURGOMASTER. 

burglar b~·.Igl;J.I one who feloniously 
breaks into a house, spec. at night. xv 
(implied in adv. burgular[l]ie, after AL. 
burgulariter). -legal AN. burgler = AL. 
burg( u )lator (XII), varying with AN. burge(y )
sour, -issour, and AL. burgator, -isor, with 
corr. vb. AL. burg(u)lare and noun of action 
AN. burglarie (whence bu·rglary XVI; see 
-Y 3); these appear to be all derivs. of a base 
"burg-, which is repr. in its simple form by 
OF. burgier pillage, plunder, agent-noun 
burgur (coupled with larron robber), whence 
rare ME. burgur (xiii), beside AL. burgaria, 
-eria, -atio burglary. Hence burglarrous 
-e;J·ri;Js. XVIII (Blackstone). bu·rgle vb. XIX; 
joe. back-formation. 

burgomaster ba·.Ig;Jmast;~.I chief magi
strate of a Dutch or Flemish town. XVI 
(also burg(h)m-, bourgm- XVI, burghermaster 
XVII-XVIII). - Du. burgemeester, f. burg 
BOROl:GH, with assim. to MASTER. (Cf. G. 
biirgermeister, earlier bii.rgem-, Da. borger
mester, Sw. borgemiistere- MLG. borge(r)
mester; F. bourgmestre, tbourgamaistre.) 

burgonet ba·.Ig;Jnet light casque. XVI. 
- F. bourguignotte, perh. fern. of bourguignot 
Burgundian, f. Bourgogne Burgundy; with 
ending assim. to -ET. 

burgoo ba.Igii· thick oatmeal gruel. xvm 
(also burgle). -Arab. burghul (recorded as 
burgu, borgu in XVII) - Pers. ('bruised grain'). 

burgundy ba·.Ig;mdi kind of (usu. red) 
wine of Burgundy, ancient province (for
merly, kingdom and duchy) of eastern 
France. XVII. - medL. Burgundia (whence 
F. Bourgogne), f. (late) L. Burgundii, -iones 
(in OE. Burgendas) tribe extending from 
the Main to the Vistula; see -Y 3

• 

burial be·ri;,l tgrave XIII; interment xv. 
ME. buriel, biriel, spurious sg. of buriels, OE. 
byrgels = OS. burgisli :- Germ. *burgisli-, 
f. *burg- (see Bl:RY)+ *-isli-, as in OE. 
grrefels quarry (f. grafan dig), r:i!dels RIDDLE; 
the ending has been assim. to -AL 2• 

burin bju;J·rin graving-tool. XVII (Evelyn). 
-F. burin, rei. to It. burino (bulino), which 
has been referred to OHG. boro auger (see 
BORE1). 

burke ba.Ik suffocate, stifle; 'smother', 

BURNOUS 

hush up. XIX. f. name of William Burke, 
executed at Edinburgh in r829 for smother
ing people in order to sell their bodies for 
dissection. 

burl b~.Il dress (cloth) by removing knots 
and lumps. xv (Cath. Angl.). f. burl sb. 
knot or lump in cloth or wool- OF. bourle 
tuft of wool, corr. to Sp., Pg. borla tuft, 
tassel, dim. f. (O)F. bourre, Sp., Pg. borra 
coarse wool :- late L. burra wool. 

burlesque b;J.Ile·sk tdroll; derisively imita
tive; sb. burlesque composition. XVII. - F. 
burlesque- It. burlesco, f. burl a ridicule, joke, 
fun = Cat., Sp., Pg. burla, of unkn. origin; 
see -ESQUE. 

burly b~·.1li tcomely, imposing, stately XIII 
(Bestiary, Cursor M.), hence as a conven
tional epithet in ME. 'noble' ; massively 
built, corpulent XIV. ME. borli, burli, -lich, 
Sc. buyrli, pro b. :- OE. *burlic 'fit for the 
bower'= OHG. burlih exalted, lofty, excel
lent, stately; see BOWER\ -LY1• The word 
with first el. unchanged is recorded as 
bowerly from XVI and survives dial. 

burn1 bam stream, brook. OE. burna wk. 
m., burne wk. fern., burn str. fern., corr. to 
OFris. burna, MLG. borne, born, MDu. 
borne (Du. born), G. born, repr. a metathetic 
form of Germ. *brunnon, *brunnaz, appear
ing as OS., OHG. brunno (Du. bron, G. 
brunne), ON. brunnr, Goth. brunna; of 
unkn. origin. 

burn 2 bam pt., pp. burned, burnt A. be 
on fire. B. consume with fire. In meaning 
repr. two OE. verbs, viz. (i) an intr. str. vb. 
birnan, beornan, pt. barn, born, burnon, 
pp. burnen, (ii) a trans. wk. vb. brernan, pt. 
brernde, '.vhich became obs. in early ME., 
so that in form burn repr. only the intr. vb. 
Both verbs contain metathesized forms of 
the Germ. "bren- *bran- (*brun- is repr. 
by OE. bryne burning); OE. birnan, var. 
of brinnan = OS., OHG. brinnan, Goth. 
britman, pt. brann, brunnum, pp. brunnans; 
OE. brernan ~ OS., OHG. brennan (G. 
brennen trans. and intr.), ON. brenna (intr. 
and trans.), Goth. brannjan, pt. brannida, 
pp. brannips. (Similar phonetic conditions 
are found in RUN1.) Connexions have been 
sought with Mlr. bruinnim bubble forth, 
L. fervere boil (cf. FERMENT), and BRAN. 
Hence burn sb. XVI. 

burnet b~·.1nit gen. name for plants of the 
genera Sanguisorba and Poterium. XIV. sb. 
use of ME. burnet (xn) dark-brown- OF. 
burnete BRUNETTE, with ref. to the brownish
red colour of the flowers. 

burnish ba· .IniJ polish (metal) by friction. 
XIV. f. burniss-, lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) 
of OF. burnir ( = Pr. bornir), var. of brunir, f. 
brun BROWN. (jf ME. burn burnish, irnmed. 
-OF. burnir, occurs in Ch., Gower, and 
Lydg. 

burnous, burnouse ba.Inii•s, -nii•z hooded 
mantle worn by Arabs. XVII. -F. burnous 
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- Arab. burnus - Gr. blrros. Sp., Pg. 
albornoz. 

burr1 ba.x A. broad ring on a spear XVI ; 
washer for a rivet, etc. XVII; B. disk round 
the moon XVII. var. of burrow (as tfur of 
furrow), which is recorded in xv as a gloss 
on L. orbiculus, and in sense B, in the latter 
sense varying with brough. 

burr• b;ll uvular pronunciation of r, 
characteristic of Northumberland. XVIII 
('with the Newcastle bur in her throat'); 
rough whirring sound XIX. prob. imit., but 
perh. trans£. application of BUR to a 'rough' 
sound. 

burrow bA·rou rabbit's, fox's (etc.) hole. 
XIII (La3.). Late ME. borw;, borow, prob. 
var. of BOROUGH in the sense of 'fortified or 
inhabited place'. Hence bu·rrow vb. make 
a burrow XVIII; fig. XIX. 

bursa M·ls;} (path.) synovial sac. XIX. 
- medL. bursa bag, PURSE - Gr. bzirsa. 

bursar ba·.xs;}.I A. treasurer XIII; B. (Sc.) 
endowed student, exhibitioner XVI. In 
A - medL. bursiirius, f. bursa PURSE; in B 
- F. boursier, f. bourse PURSE; see -AR. So 
bu·rsary treasury, bursar's office XVI; 
student's endowment XVIII. - medL. bur
siiria; see -ARY, -ERY. 

burse baJs (eccl.) case to contain the cor
poral. XIX. - medL. bursa PURSE - Gr. 
bUrsa. t;l[ Formerly used for 'exchange', 
'bourse', and 'bursary', 'scholarship' XVI
XVIII. 

burst b;}Jst break or be broken suddenly. 
OE. berstan, pt. bmrst, burston, pp. borsten = 
OFris. bersta, OS., OHG. brestan (Du. 
bersten, barsten; G. bersten from LG.), ON. 
bresta, pt. brast, brustum, pp. brostinn :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *brestan; IE. *bhrest
is repr. also in Olr. brissim I break, Gael. 
bris. In the LG. and Anglo-Fris. areas the 
metathesized forms are typical, but in ME. 
there was much mixture of types aggravated 
by ON. influence. The form burst for all 
parts prevailed by the end ofxvi (e.g. in Sh.). 
Hence burst sb. act of bursting. XVII (Sh.). 
Distinct from ME. biirst, byrst, berst :
OE. byrst damage, injury = OHG. brust :
Germ. *brustiz, rei. to *brestan. 

burthen var. of BURDEN. 

burton b;}·.ttn (naut.) tackle block used to 
tighten rigging. xv. orig. in Breton or 
Bryttan takles ('Naval Accounts', 1495); 
presumably a use of BRETON. 

bury be·ri put underground. OE. byrgan 
(ME. biirie, birie, berie) :- WGerm. *burgjan 
(cf. BURIAL), f. *burg- *berg-, base of OE. 
beorgan shelter, protect (see BORROW). t;l[ The 
retention of southern and western sp. with 
u together with the south-easterly pronunc. 
e is unique; contrast busy. 

bus, 'bus bAs. XIX (buss, Harriet Martineau). 
Short for OMNIBUS, 

BUSKIN 

busby bA·zbi tlarge bushy wig XVIII; tall 
fur cap of hussars, etc. XIX. Of unkn. origin; 
cf., however, buzz wig (XVIII-XIX), and the 
local use of buzz for various hairy or downy 
objects. t;l[ Connexion cannot be assumed 
with the surname Busby, borne e.g. by the 
famous headmaster of Westminster School, 
who died 1695. 

bush1 buf shrub, esp. one with close foliage 
near to ground XIII ; branch of ivy as vint
ner's sign XVI. Early forms are busse, busshe, 
also boysche, boisshe, buysche, pointing to 
an OE. *bysc, which has been dubiously 
assumed for the place-name Bushey; beside 
this, in northern and eastern areas there 
was a form busk (from XIII)- ON. buski, 
which survives in north. dial., with the Sc. 
by-form bus. There were also ME. forms 
with -o-, viz. bask (from XIII), surviving 
dial. (cf. BOSKY), beside bosh, bossche (xiv
xv); these were perh. -OF. bas, bose, vars. 
of bois wood. The ult. basis is Germ. *busk-, 
repr. by OS. busc (Du. bas, MDu. bosch, 
busch), OHG. busc (G. busch), which was 
taken into Galla-Rom. (Pr. bose, whence It. 
basco). 

As applied to wooded or uncleared land in 
British colonies (from XVIII), pro b. originat
ing in S. Africa and derived immed. from 
Du. bosch (which has also been used). So 
bu·shMAN, (i) after Afrikaans bos(ch)jeman 
native, one of a tribe of aborigines in S. 
Africa (boshees-men xvm), (ii) dweller in the 
Australian bush. 

bush2 buf metal lining of a hole, etc. xv. 
- MDu. busse (Du. bus) bush of a wheel (see 
Box•, and cf. G. biichse, radjbiichse, Sw. 
hjuljbOssa 'wheel-box'); for the form with 
-sh cf. the earlier forms of blunderbuss, 
harquebus. Hence bush vb. XVI. 

bushel bu·Jl dry measure of capacity. XIV. 
-OF. buissiel, boissiel (mod. boisseau) = Pr. 
boissel; per h. of Gaulish origin ( cf. Celtic
derived BIN). t;l[ For the repr. of F. ss by sh 
cf. -ISH 2 , and crush, cushion, leash, parish, 
usher. 

bushido bu.-Jidou in feudal Japan, the 
ethical code of the Samurai. XIX. Jap., 
'military-knight-ways'. 

business bi·znis tsolicitude OE.; tin
dustry, diligence XIII; occupation, pursuit 
XIV; affair XVI. OE. bisignis (late Nhb., 
once), f. bisig nusY+-NESS. The disyll. 
pronunc. is shown in the sp. bus' ness (Wither, 
1634), buis'ness (Dryden, 1697). 

busk1 bAsk (arch., dial.) prepare. xm 
(Cursor M.). -ON. bUask, refi. of bUa 
prepare (see BOUND1); for the ending cf. 
bask. 

husk• bAsk strip of rigid material in a 
corset to stiffen it. XVI. - F. busc - It. 
buscp splinter, rei. to OF. busche (mod. 
bache) log- Germ. *biisk- piece of wood. 

buskin bA·skin half-boot; high thick-soled 
boot (cothurnus) worn in Attic tragedy, XVI, 
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prob. -late OF. bouzequin, var. of bro(u)se
quin (mod. brodequin), corr. to Cat., Sp. 
borceguf, Pg. borzeguim, It. borzacchino; of 
much disputed origin. 

buss' bAs tfreight-vessel xrv; vessel of the 
kind used in the Du. herring-fishery xv. 
orig. -OF. busse, buce, later influenced by 
MDu. buisse (mod. buis), parallel to which 
are OHG. bilzo (MHG. bilze), MLG. butze, 
OE. bzitse in biltsecarlas sailors, ON. buza, 
medL. bucia; the origin is unkn. 

buss• bAs (arch., dial.) sb. and vb. kiss. 
XVI. poss. alteration of earlier tbass (xv). 
t1f The similar Sp. buz kiss of respect (-Arab. 
hils) and G. buss, butsch are unconnected. 

bust1 hAst sculpture representing head, 
shoulders, and breast XVII; female bosom 
XVIII. -F. buste- It. busto ( = Sp. busto); 
the Rom. word is of unkn. origin. (Used 
earlier in It. form XVII.) 

bust2 hAst vulgar and dial. pronunc. of 
BURST ( cf. cussed cursed, just first, nuss 
nurse). XVIII. 

bustard bA·st~.rd bird of the genus Otis. 
XV (earlier as a surname). perh.- AN. 
*'bustarde, blending of OF. bistarde and 
oustarde (mod. outarde) = Pr. austarda, Sp. 
ave-, avutarda, Pg. (a)betarda :- L. avis 
tarda 'slow bird', given by Pliny as Sp.; 
but the bustard is a swift bird, and the L. 
term may be a perversion of a foreign word. 

bustle1 hA·sl bestir oneself busily. XVI. 
perh. alteration of tbuskle, frequent. of 
BUSK1 ; see -LE. Not certainly identical with 
ME. bustele (XIV) wander blunderingly (cf. 
BLUSTER). 

bustle2 bA ·sl frame or pad thrusting out 
a woman's skirt behind. XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin. 

busy bi·zi constantly or fully occupied OE.; 
curiously or officiously active XIV (cf. busy
body, Tindale); marked by activity XVI. OE. 
bisig, later bysig (ME. busi, besy, bisy) = 
MLG., MDu. besich (Du. bezig), of unkn. 
origin. For the retention of southern and 
western sp. with u along with the pronunc. i 
cf. BUILD; contrast BURY. 

but hAt, b~t adv. outside (surviving dial., 
as in but and ben); prep. (dial.) outside; 
except; unless, if •. not OE.; adversative 
conj. XIII. OE. biltan (beiltan, hilton, bztta, 
bilte) == OS. biiltan, biltan, OHG. biil;;an 
(MG. bil;;en); WGerm. comp. of *be, *hi 
BY and *utana from without (see ouT). 
The OE. form was continued as ME. bute, 
boute, bout in stressed positions; unstressed 
the prep. and conj. became blUe, but. 

butcher bu·tJa.r slaughterer of animals for 
the market, dealer in meat. XIII. ME. 
bocher, boucher- AN. var. of OF. bo(u)chier 
(mod. boucher) = Pr. boclzier; f. OF., Pr. hoc 
(F. bouc) he-goat, prob.- OCelt. *bukkos 
(cf. Olr. bocc, Ir., Gael. hoc, W. bwclz); see 

BUTTERCUP 

BUCK!, -ER4• For the sense-development cf. 
It. beccaio butcher, f. becco he-goat. Hence 
bu·tcher vb. slaughter (brutally). XVI. So 
bu·tchERY slaughter-house, butcher's shop 
XIV; butcher's trade xv; (brutal) slaughter 
XVI. - (O)F. bouclzerie. 

butler bA ·thu servant having charge of the 
wine-cellar. XIII. -AN. buteler, OF. bou
teillier, f. bouteille BOTTLE1 ; see -ER4• 

butt1 bAt intr. strike, thrust XII (Orm); 
trans. XVI. -AN. buter, OF. bater (mod. 
dial. bouter put) - Germ. *buttan, repr. by 
MDu. botten strike, sprout (cf. BUTTON). 
The vb.-stem is used advb. with a vb. of 
motion, esp. with full adv., to express head
on meeting or violent collision (XIV); cf. OF. 
de plein bout. 

butt 2 hAt ridge between furrows, strip of 
land. XIII (in local designations, as Shorte 
and Long Buttes, Sutlzebuttes). perh. repr. 
OE. *butt (whence BUTTOCK), in AL. butta, 
buttis (xn), rei. to LG. butt, MDu. botte, 
MHG. butze, ON. butr, and OE. bytt small 
piece of land. 

butt• bAt (locally) applied to various flat
fish. XIII (Havelok). - MLG. but, MDu. 
but(te), bot(te), whence also G. butt, butte, 
Sw. butta turbot, Da. bot flounder; pro b. 
rei. to LG. but, MDu. bot stumpy. Cf. 
HALIBUT. 

butt4 bAt mark for archery practice (orig. 
embankment holding targets) XIV; tgoal, ob
ject xvr ; target for ridicule, etc. xvu. pro b. 
- (O)F. but, of unkn. origin; perh. infi. by 
F. butte rising ground, knoll, (also) target. 

butt5 bAt cask for wine, etc. xrv. In AL. 
butta (xm), bota (xiv)- AN. but (e.g. but 
de malmesie, 1483), var. of OF. bot, bout = 
Pr. bot, Sp. bote, It. botte (whence F. botte 
butt) :- late L. buttis, perh. based on Gr. 
biltine, var. of putine osier-covered flask. 
(Cf. BOTTLE.) 

butt• bAt thicker end of a thing; (dial.) 
buttock XV; base of a tree trunk xvn. rei. 
to the base of which BUTTOCK seems to be 
a deriv. and which is repr. by words mean
ing 'short and stumpy', as Du. bot (BUTT 3). 

butte hAt, (earlier) bjut (U.S.) isolated hill 
or peak. XIX. - F. butte (cf. BUTT4). 

butter bA ·t~.r fatty substance obtained 
from cream. OE. butere, carr. to OFris., 
OHG. butera (Du. boter, G. butter); 
CWGerm. - L. biityrum (Celsus, Pliny) 
- Gr. bouturon, prob. of alien origin. The 
L. word is repr. in Rom. by OF. burre 
(mod. beurre), Pr. buire, It. butirro. 

butterbump bA·t~.rhAmp (dial.) bittern. 
XVII. f. butter, var. of BITTERN+BUMP 2• 

buttercup bA·t~lkAp yellow-flowered 
ranunculus. XVII (Ray; in early use -cups). 
prob. blending of tbutterfiower (xvi, after 
Du. boterbloeme) with goldcup or kingcup. 
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BUTTERFLY 

butterfly hA·t;)Jflai diurnal erect-winged 
insect. Late OE. buttorfieoge, f. BUTTER+ 
FLY1 ; cf. Du. botervlieg (earlier -vlieghe), G. 
butterfiiege and buttervogel (-bird). The 
reason for the name is unkn.; an early Du. 
syn. boterschi,jte suggests an allusion to the 
colour of its excrement ; on the other hand, 
allusion to milk (or whey) is seen in the G. 
names milchdieb, molkendieb 'milk-', 'whey
thief'. 

buttersco·tch kind of toffee. XIX (dial. 
-scot); perh. orig. of Scotch manufacture. 

buttery hA't;)ri (orig.) store-room for 
liquor, (hence) for provisions in general. 
XIV (boteri). -AN. boterie, *buterie (AL. 
buteria XIII, butria xv), pro b. f. but BUTT5 ; 

see -ERY. An earlier term was tbotelery 
(XIII)- OF. butelerie, bouteillerie, f. bouteille 
BOTTLE. 

buttock bA•t;)k (chiefly pl.) rump. XIII. 
Formally identical with OE. buttuc (once) 
prob. end ridge of land, rounded slope, 
dim. of *butt; see BUTT 2, -OCK. 

button hA·tn small knob or stud used as a 
fastening or for ornament; bud, (later) 
young mushroom. XIV. - (O)F. bouton 
(whence Sp. boton, Pg. botilo, It. bottone) :
Rom. *bott6ne, rei. to *bottiire thrust, put 
forth (see BUTT1). Button-hole hole through 
which a button passes XVI; as vb. detain (a 
person) in conversation, superseding button
hold take hold of by a button (XIX), which 
was a back-formation from bu~ton-holder. 
Hence bu·tton vb. XIV (in pp. ibotened; cf. 
AL. botoniitus XIV). 

buttress hA·tris structure built against a 
wall to support it. XIII (Sir Orfeo). ME. 
butras, -es, boterace, -as (cf. AL. boteracium 
XIII)- OF. bouterez, short for ars bouterez 
'thrusting arch' (cf. F. arc-boutant), in
flexional form of bouteret, f. bouter BUTT1 ; 

the ending was assim. first to -ace, and 
thence in XVI to -ess. 

butty hA·ti (dial.) confederate, partner, 
mate; middleman in mining. XIX. pro b. 
evolved from the phr. play BOOTY (xvi) join 
with confederates to share 'plunder' with 
them. 

butyric bjuti·rik pert. to butter. XIX. f. 
L. biityrum BUTTER+-Ic. So butyrA'CEous. 
XVII. 

buxom hA·ks;)m tobedient, compliant XII; 
tflexible; tblithe, gay; plump and comely 
XVI. ME. buhsum, ibucsum, buxum, bozvsom, 
repr. OE. *(ge)biihsum, f. (ge)biigan bend, 
Bow•+soME; cf. MDu. biichsam (Du. buig
zaam), G. biegsam pliant. 

buy bai bought b5t pt., pp. get possession of 
by giving an equivalent (in money) OE.; tre
deem, ransom XII; texpiate XIII. OE. by egan, 
pt. bohte, pp. geboht= OS. buggian, pp.giboht, 
ON. byggja, pt. byg/Ja let out, lend, Goth. 
bugjan, pt. bauhta, pp. -bauhts; CGerm. (exc. 
HG.) wk. vb., of unkn. origin. OE. pres. 
ind. bycge, bygest, byge]>, pl. bycga]>, pres. 

BYE 

subj. bycge, bycgen, imper. byge, bycga]>, 
were repr. by typical ME. forms thus : pres. 
bugge,bigge,begge,bu)ep,buyep,bi)ep, be)ep, 
pl. buggep, biggep, begge]J; the existing 
present-stem form was generalized (in the 
north, as bi-, before 1300) from the 2nd and 
3rd pres. ind. and imper. sg. ; the sp. buy 
repr. the southern and western type, the 
pronunc. a midland and northern type; cf. 
BUILD, BUSY. 

buzz1 bAZ make a sibilant humming sound. 
XVI. Earlier busse (xrv); hence as sb. XVII; 
of imit. origin. 

buzz• hAz epithet of a large bushy wig. 
XVIII. abbrev. of BUSBY; cf. the name of 
Serjeant Buzfuz in Dickens's 'Pickwick 
Papers'. 

buzzard hA'Z;)Jd inferior kind of hawk, 
genus Buteo XIII; fig. stupid person XIV 
(PPI.). - (O)F. busard (whence also Du. 
buizert, G. bussard), corr. to Pr. buzart, It. 
bozzagro, abuzzago, based like OF. huson 
(whence F. buse) on L. biite6(n-), of unkn. 
origin ; see -ARD. 

by bai (dial. or arch. hi, as prep.) alongside; 
in the course of; according to; in relation 
to; marking the means or instrument (ult. 
superseding from, through, of) OE.; marking 
the agent (ult. superseding of, from) XIV. 
OE. bi, unstressed bi, be = OFris., OS., 
OHG. bi, bi (Du. bij, G. bei), Goth. bi :
CGerm. (exc. 0~.) *bi, prob. identical with 
the second syll. of Gr. amphi, L. ambi- (see 
AMBI-, AMPHI-), OE. ymb(e)- around. If the 
disyll. forms were the original, there seems 
to have been the same loss of the first syll. 
as in OE. ba, bii, beside Gr. dmph6, L. ambO, 
etc. BOTH. Cf. BE-, BEFORE, BEHIND, BESIDE, 
BETIMES, BY-, BY AND BY, 

by- bai the adv. BY used attrib. and entering 
into composition with a sb. in the senses 
'lying or situated at one side', 'out of the 
way', 'running alongside and apart', 'de
vious', as by-path (Ch.), by-street (Dryden), 
by-way (R. Mannyng), 'collateral', 'side-', 
as by-play, by-product (xix), 'additional', 
'subsidiary', as by-name (Ch.), by-election, 
by-term. 

by-and-by bai·;)ndbai· (adv. phr.) tone by 
one, in succession, on and on XIV; tstraight
way xv; shortly, before long XVI. pro b. 
originating in the use of BY to denote 
succession, as in by two and two, by little 
and little, ME. bi sixti and bi sixti. For the 
development of the last sense cf. anon, 
presently, and F. bient8t. 

bye bai tsecond or subsidiary object or 
course XVI; phr. by the bye (i) as a subsidiary 
matter xvn, (ii) 'by the way' XVIII. The 
usual sp. of by when used subst., but vary
ing with by; ellipt. use of the adj. BY( E) 
meaning 'secondary', 'subsidiary', e.g. as 
opp. to main in dicing, referring to stake, 
throw, or chance, and in various sports. 
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BYE-BYE 

bye-bye1 bai·bai sounds to lull a child to 
sleep xv (byby byby by); (nursery colloq.) 
sleep XIX. Cf. ON. bi bi and bium bium. 

bye-bye 2 baibai·. XVIII. colloq. and child's 
var. of GOOD-BYE. 

bygone bai·gon past xv; sb. pl. things past; 
arrears XVI. qrig. Sc., and, though used 
once by Sh., hardly naturalized in England 
before XVIII. f. BY adv. 'past'+pp. of GO. 

by-law, bye-law bai·l5 A. tlocal law or 
custom established by common consent 
XIII ; B. ordinance regulating internal 
matters made by a local authority or cor
poration XIV. In A orig. varying with birlaw 
(xm)- ON. *byjarlagu, f. g. sg. of byrhabita
tion, village, town (f. *bii-; cf. BOWER)+ 
*lagu LAW; in B alteration of this by substi
tution of by sb. town (preserved in Scand. 
place-names, as Whitby) and by assoc. with 
BY-. (Birlaw, with many vars., survived in 
Sc. and north. dial.) 

byon bjoun ruby-bearing clay of Upper 
Burma. XIX. - Burmese brun refuse of 
grain, matrix earth of rubies and rejected 
stones, app. rel. to prun, phrzm be worn out 
or exhausted. 

CABINET 

byre bai;)J (dial.) cow-house. OE. byre, 
prob. :- *biirjom, rel. to *biirom BOWER1• 

byrnie b'l·:rni (arch.) coat of mail. XIV 
(Barbour). Sc. var. of ME. brinie (xn-xv) 
- ON. b1·ynja = OE. byrne, OS. brunnia, 
OHG. brzmna (G. briinne), Goth. brunjo :
CGerm. *brunjon, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Oir. b1'llinne, OW., Bret. bronn breast). 
tJ[ From Genn. were adopted OSl. bronja, 
OF. broigne, Pr. bronha. 

byssus bi·s;)S fine textile fabric. xvn. 
L. - Gr. bzissos, of Sem. origin (Heb. bats). 
Anglicized as bysse (XVI-XVII) esp. with ref. 
to Luke xvi 19 and earlier repr. by ME. biis, 
bys- OF. bysse. 

byword bai·w;;i:rd proverb XII (Peter
borough Chron.); object of scorn XVI 
(Coverdale). Early ME. biword, preceded 
by late OE. bizvyrde = OHG. piwurti, ren
dering L. proverbium; see BY- and WORD. 

Byzantine baiz[e·ntain, bi·zantain pert. to 
(inhabitant of) Byzantium or Constantinople 
(Istanbul) XVIII (earlier Byzantian xvu); 
bezant xvr. - F. byzantin or L. Byzantinus; 
see -INE1 and cf. BEZANT, 

c 
Caaba ka·;~ba sacred edifice at Mecca, 

Holy of Holies of Islam. XVIII (earlier 
Alcaaba XVII). -Arab. ka'bah square or 
cubical house. 

cab1 k[eb He b. dry measure. XVI. - Heb. 
qab (prop.) vessel, f. qabab hollow out. 

cab 2 k[eb, XIX, Shortening of CABRIOLET. 
Hence ca·bby cab-driver; see -Y6• 

cabal kab[e·l tcabbala; private intrigue; 
junta, clique. XVII. - F. cabale - medL. 
cab(b)ala (It., Sp. cabala); see CABBALA. 
(Applied in the reign of Charles II to the 
Committee for Foreign Affairs, and hence 
applied (1673) to the junta consisting of 
Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley, 
and Lauderdale, the initials of whose names 
so arranged chanced to spell the word.) 
Hence caba·l vb. conduct an intrigue XVII; 
cf. F. cabaler. tJ[ A widespread Eur. word. 

caballero k[ebaliea·rou Spanish gentle
man. XIX. Sp., = F. chevalier, It. cavaliere 
CAVALIER. 

caballine kab[e·lain pert. to horses; mainly 
in Caballine fountain the Hippocrene of 
Greek poetry, and caballine aloes, which is 
given to horses. xv. - L. caballinus, f. 
caballus j see CAVALCADE, -INE1• 

cabaret kre·b;~rei French tavern. XVII. 
- (O)F., prob. of Walloon origin and orig. 
denoting a structure of wood. 

cabbage1 kre·bid3 green vegetable with a 
round heart. XIV. Earliest forms cabache, 
-oche- (O)F. caboche head, Picard var. of 

OF. caboce, of unkn. ongm. For the de
velopment of the final cons. cf. knowledge, 
partridge, sausage, spinach, and Greenwich 
gri·nid3, Harwich h[e·rid3, Woolwich 
wu·lid3. tJ[ The Germ. word is COLE. 

cabbage• k:e·bid3 shreds of cloth cut off 
by tailors and kept as a perquisite. XVII. Of 
unkn. origin. (Herrick has carbage and 
garbage in the same sense, 1648.) Hence 
ca·bbage vb. pilfer, crib. xvm. (Strikingly 
similar forms are OF. cabas deceit, theft, 
Du. kabassen pilfer.) 

cabbala kre·b;Jl;) oral tradition handed 
down from l\ioses to the Rabbis; tradition 
of mystical interpretation of the O.T. XVI. 
- medL. cabbala- Rabbinical He b. qabbtiliih 
tradition, f. qibbel receive, accept, admit. 
Hence ca·bbahsT, cabbali·sncAL. 

caber kei·ba.I (Sc.) pole, spar. xvr. -Gael. 
cabar ~ Ir. cabar, W. ceibr beam, rafter. 

cabin k[e•bin thut, tent, booth; tcell; 
tcave, den ; compartment in a ship XIV ; 
rude habitation xv; tpolitical cabinet (only 
XVII). Late ME. cabane- (O)F. cabane 
- Pr. cabana = It. capanna, Sp. cabaiia 
-late L. capanna (according to Isidore, a 
rustic word), cavanna; spellings with -in 
appear xvr. 

cabinet k[e· binit tcabin, hut, lodging; 
tsmall chamber, boudoir; troom for 
exhibiting works of art, etc. ; case with 
compartments for keeping valuables XVI; 
tcouncil room (cf. F. cabinet du roi king's 
private room); body of councillors (orig. 
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CABLE 

cabinet council) XVII. Early forms cabanet, 
cab(b)onet, f. cabane, cabon, CABIN, after F. 
cabinet (XVI), occas. tgabinet- It. gabbinetto, 
perh. dim. of gabbia :- L. cavea CAGE; see 
-ET. 

cable kei·bl strong thick rope for towing, 
etc. XIII (La3.). -AN., ONF. *cable, var. 
of OF. chable (mod. cable - Pr. cable = 
Cat., Sp. cable, Pg. cabo, It. cappio) :-late 
L. cap(u)lum halter- Arab. ?zabl, assoc. with 
L. capere seize, hold (cf. HEAVE); perh., 
however, immed. - Pr. cable, and in any 
case reinforced by (M)LG., (M)Du. kabel 
(whence G. kabel, Ice!. kabill), of Rom. 
origin. Applied c. I85o to a rope-like line 
used for submarine telegraphy; hence 
cable vb. send a message by cable; ca·ble
gram message so sent (I868, New York), 
formed by superficial analogy with telegram. 

cabob k;,b;:,·b Oriental meat-dish. XVII. 
-Urdu (Pers.) -Arab. kabab. 

caboceer k:ebosi;:~·J headman of a W. 
African tribe. XIX. - Pg. cabociero, f. cabo 
head :- L. caput HEAD; cf. -EER'. 

caboched k;,bo·Jt (her.) borne full-faced 
and cut off just behind the ears. XVI. - F. 
caboche (see -ED), pp. of cabocher decapitate 
just behind the ears, f. caboche head, var. of 
OF. caboce, of unkn. origin. 

cabochon kabof5 convex precious stone 
polished and not cut. XVI. - (O)F. cabochon, 
dim. of caboche (see prec.). 

caboodle k;,bii·dl (orig. U.S.) often whole 
caboodle whole lot ; varying with whole kit 
and BOODLE, of which it may be a contrac
tion. XIX. 

caboose k;,bu·s cook-house of a ship. 
XVIII. - early modDu. cabiise, var. combiise 
(now kabuis, kombuis) = (M)LG. kabiise, 
of unkn. origin, whence also G. kabuse, 
kombiise, Sw. kabysa, Da. kabys, F. cambuse. 

cabotage k:e·botid3 coasting trade. xrx. 
- F. cabotage, f. caboter coast along, perh. 
f. tcabo (xvi)- Sp. cabo CAPE 2

• 

cabriole k:e· brioul curved leg in Queen 
Anne and Chippendale furniture, its form 
suggesting a quadruped's front leg in a 
caper. XVIII. -F. cabriole, f. cabrioler; see 
next. 

cabriolet kre:b~;iolei· (hist.) light two
wheeled one-horse vehicle. xvrrr. -F. 
cabriolet, f. cabrioler, later form of caprioler 
- It. capriolare leap into the air, f. capriola 
CAPRIOLE; see -ET; so named from its 
springiness. Cf. CAB2

• 

ca'canny kakre·ni 'going slow' at work. 
XIX. f. Sc. and north: Eng. phr. ca' canny 
(i.e. CALLvb., in Sc. from XIV 'drive', CANNY 
used adv. 'warily') drive cautiously, go 
warily or carefully. 

cacao k;,kei·ou, k;,ka·ou seed from which 
cocoa is prepared. xvr. - Sp. cacao -
Nahuatl cacauatl (uatl tree). See also cocoA. 

CACTUS 

cachalot kre·J::~l<>t sperm-whale having an 
enormous head. XVIII. -F. cachalot- Sp., 
Pg. caclzalote, of unkn. origin. (jf The word 
has become CEur. 

cache kreJ hiding-place; secret hoard XIX.- F. 
cache, f. cacher hide (see next). 

cachet k:e·Jei (Sc.) seal XVII; stamp, mark 
XIX. - F. cachet, f. cacher (in the sense 
of 'press' repr. now in ecacher crush) :
Rom. *coactictire, for L. coacttire constrain, 
f. coact-, pp. stem of cogere compel, f. co
CON-+agere drive (see ACT). 

cachexy kreke·ksi, kre·keksi depraved con
dition or habit. XVI. - F. cachexie or late L. 
cachexia- Gr. kakhexfti, f. kak6s bad+ 
-hexiti = hexis habit, state, f. ekhein have, 
be (in a certain state). So cache·ctrc. XVII. 
ult. - Gr. kakhektik6s, through F. or L. 
cachecticus (Pliny). 

cachinnation krekinei·J::~n immoderate 
laughter. XVII. - L. cachinmitio(n-), f. 
cachinntire, of imit. origin, whence ca·chin
nate vb. XIX. See -ATE 3, -ATION. 

cachou kre·Jii tcATECHU xvm; sweetmeat 
for sweetening the breath XIX. -F. cachou 
- Pg. tcacho, cachu- Malay kachu. 

cacique k::~si·k chief in theW. Indies. XVI, 
- Sp. cacique, ca.zique, of Carib origin; so 
in F. 

cack krek (dial.) void excrement. xv. prob. 
- MLG., MDu. cacken (Du. kakken), corr. 
to G. kacken, etc.- L. cactire (whence F. 
chier, Pr., etc. eagar), f. IE. *kak- (cf. Gr. 
kakkan, Czech kakati, Ir. cacaim; Ice!. 
shows another vowel in kuka vb., kukr sb.). 

cackle kre·kl make a noise as a hen. XIII. 
prob. CLG., though unrecorded in OE.; 
otherwise prob.- (M)LG., (M)Du. hake
len (whence Sw. kackla, Da. kagle), of imit. 
origin, but partly f. ktike jaw (cHEEK). See 
-LE 3

• 

caco- kre·kou, kffib· repr. Gr. kako- stem 
of kak6s bad, as in ca·cochymy XVI (F. 
cacochymie, Gr. kakokhiimiti) unhealthy 
state of the 'humours', cacoDJE'MON XVI 
(Gr. kakodaimon) evil spirit, CACOETHES, 
caco·GRAPHY XVI (F. cacographie, medGr. 
kakographia) bad writing or spelling, 
caco·PHONY XVI (F. cacophonie, Gr. kako
phoniti) discordant sound. 

cacoethes krekoui·]>iz evil habit. XVI. - L. 
cacoethes- Gr. kakoethes, sb. use of n. of 
kakoithes ill-disposed, f. kak6s bad+etlzos 
disposition, character, ETHOS. Its currency 
is due mainly to Juvenal's insanabile scri
bendi cacoethes incurable itch for writing 
('Satires' vii 52). 

cacomistle kre·komisl animal (Bassariscus) 
of the bear tribe, allied to the raccoon. XIX. 
- Sp. cacomixtle, -miztle- Nahuatl tlaco
miztli. 

cactus kre·kt::~s tcardoon XVII; prickly plant 
with thick fleshy stems xvnr. - L. cactur 
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CACUMINAL 

- Gr. kdktos cardoon or Spanish artichoke 
(of Sicily); the name was adopted by 
Linmeus for a genus of entirely different 
prickly plants. 

cacuminal k<i!kju·min;Jl (phon.) articu
lated with the point of the tongue turned 
upwards and backwards. XIX. f. L. caczl
min-, -men summit; see -AL. 

cad k:ed tunbooked passenger on a coach ; 
tassistant to coachman or waggoner XVIII; 
tomnibus conductor (Hood, Dickens, 
Thackeray); tconfederate, familiar; (dial.) 
youngest of a litter; (dial.) odd-job man; 
ttownsman )( collegian; ill-bred fellow XIX. 
Shortening of cad(d)ee, CADDIE. 

cadastre k;:,da:·st;J.I register of property, 
etc. XIX. - F. cadastre- modPr. cadastro 
- It. catast(r)o, earlier catastico -late Gr. 
katdstikhon list, register, prop. kata stfkhon 
line by line (cf. CATA-, STICHIC). So 
cada·strAL1 • XIX. -F. 

cadaver bdei·v;J.r dead body. XVI. - L. 
cadaver, prop. 'fallen thing', f. cadere fall 
(see CASE1

); cf. Gr. ptoma fall, corpse. 

cadaverous k;:,dre·v;:,r;:,s corpse-like. xv. 
- L. cadaverosus, f. cadaver; see prec. and 
-ous. 

caddie ka:·di tarmy cadet XVII; terrand 
boy, porter, commissionaire XVIII; golfer's 
attendant XIX. orig. Sc. (earliest form 
caudie)- F. cadet; see CADET1• The form 
cadee was in gen. use XVII-XVIII beside cadet. 
See CAD. 

caddis kre·dis larva of may-fly (used as' 
angler's bait). XVII. contemp. with synon. 
(dial.) cadbait, codbait, cadew, of unkn. 
origin; identical in form with caddis wool, 
silk, etc. used as padding (XIV), worsted, 
serge (xvi)- (O)F. cadis serge- Pr. cadis, 
also of unkn. origin. 

caddy kre·di small box for holding tea. 
XVIII. unexpl. alteration of CATTY. 

cade1 keid cask, barrel. XIV. - L. cadus 
wine-jar, measure for liquids - Gr. kddos 
cask, jar, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. kad 
pail). 

cade• keid young of animal brought up by 
hand; pet lamb. XV (kad; kod lomb). Of 
unlm. origin. 

cadence keid;:,ns rhythm XIV (Ch.); fall of 
the voice; close of a musical phrase, etc. XVI. 
OF. *cadence (first recorded xv). - It. 
cadenza - popL. *cadentia, f. cadent-, prp. 
stem of cadere fall ; see CASE1 and cf. CHANCE. 
So ca·dency tcadence XVII; (her.) descent 
of a younger branch from the main line 
XVIII; see -Y 3• cadenza bde·nz;J (mus.) 
flourish at a cadence. XIX. It. (see above). 

cadet1 k;:,de·t younger son, brother, or 
branch of family; gentleman in the army 
without a commission XVII; junior officer 
XVIII. - F. cadet, earlier capdet - Gascon 
dial. capdet ( = Pr. capdel) :-Rom. *capi-

ClESTUS 

tellu-s, dim. of capit-, caput head CHIEF; 
orig. applied to Gascon officers (younger 
sons of noble families) at the French court. 

cadet2 bde·t (in Russian politics). xx. 
- Russ. kadet, pl. kadety, fr. Russ. names 
of letters KD (initials of Konstitutsi6nnye 
Demokrdty Constitutional Democrats) plus 
-t through assim. to CADET1• 

cadge kred3 tcarry (a pack) XVII; go about 
begging XIX. Origin obscure ; connexion 
with ME. and dial. cagge fasten, tie, is im
probable; perh. back-formation from 
cadger kre·d3;J.I orig. carrier, itinerant 
dealer xv (first in Sc.), of unlm. origin. 

cadi kei·di, ka·di judge in Oriental coun
tries. xvr.. ult. - Ara~. qat/i, f. qatjii judge. 
Also tcasz (XVII), kazt, repr. the Pers. and 
Indian pronunc. Cf. F., Sp., Pg. cadi, G., 
etc. kadi, and see ALCALDE. 

cadmium ka:·dmi;Jm (chem.) metallic 
element. ~IX. f. tcadmia calamine (xvn) 
- L. cadmia- Gr. kadmela or kadmia g8 
Cadmean earth; see -ruM, CALAMINE. 

cadre kadr frame, framework (Scott); per
manent establishment of a regiment XIX. 
-F.- It. quadro :- L. quadru-s square (cf. 
QUADRATE). 

caduceus k;Jdju·si;Js wand borne by Hermes. 
xvr. L. cadiic't!Us (also -~urn)- Doric Gr. 
karzikeion, karzikion = Attic kerzikeion, sb. 
use of n. of adj., f. keruk-, khux herald = 
Skr. karzis singer, poet. 

caducity k;Jdju·slti perishableness, frailty, 
infirmity. XVIII. -F. caducite, f. caduque 
- L. cadiicus (f. cadere fall), whence cadu
cous k;Jdju·bs tepileptic XVII; deciduous, 
fleeting, transitory XIX. (Cf. earlier tcaduke 
XIV.) 

crecum si·k;Jm (anat.) first part of the large 
intestine, which terminates in a cul-de-sac. 
XVIII. L., short for intestinum ca:cum blind 
gut, tr. Gr. tuphlon enteron (cf. TYPHLITIS); 
n. sg. of ca:cus blind (see CECITY). 

crerulean var. of CERULEAN. 

Cres'ar si·za.r cognomen of Caius Julius 
Ca:sar, Roman dictator; hence applied to 
the Roman emperors. XIV (Ch.). ME. Cesar, 
which gave way later to the sp. C::esar. f][ In 
the sense 'emperor, monarch' L. Ca:sar was 
adopted in Germ. as OE. casere (which dis
appeared in ME.), OFris. kaiser, keiser, OS. 
kesar, OHG. keisar, G. kaiser (see KAISER), 
ON. keisari (adopted in ME. as caysere, etc.), 
Goth. kaisar. See also CZAR. 

Cresarean, -ian siz£a·ri;Jn pert. to the 
delivery of a child by cutting through the 
walls of the abdomen, as was done, accord
ing to legend, at the birth of Julius C<esar 
(see prec.). xvu. - L. C::esarianus or f. 
C::esareus; see -EAN, -IAN. 

ca:sium si·ziam (chem.) metallic element. 
XIX. - modL., n. of L. ca:sius bluish-grey; 
after names in -n;M, 

crestus var. of CESTUS. 
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ClE.SURA 

cresura, U.S. cesura stzJU:l'r:l, si3-, stsJ
(pros.) division of a foot between two words. 
XVI. - L. ca:silra lit. cutting, f. ca:s-, pp. 
stem of credere cut; see -URE. (Early forms 
tcesure, tceasure may be- F. cesure.) 

cafe kre·fei coffee-house. XIX. F. - It. 
cajje COFFEE. 

cafeteria krefiti:l·ri:l, krefit:lrb (orig. U.S.) 
restaurant in which customers serve them
selves. XX. Amer. Sp. 'coffee shop', f. Sp. 
cafetero maker or seller of coffee, f. caje 
COFFEE. 

caffeine kre·fiin (chem.) alkaloid found in 
the coffee and tea plants. XIX. - F. caftjine, 
f. cafe COFFEE; see -INE5• 

Caffre, Caffer kre·f:l~ ·early forms ofKAFFIR 
XVI (Caphar, Caf(f)ar). 

cafila ka·fil:l caravan. xvr. -Arab. qtifilah 
company journeying together, f. qafala 
return from a journey. 

caftan kre·ftren kreftii·n Oriental under
tunic. XVI. - Turk. qafttin, partly through 
F. cafetan. 

cage keid3 box or place for the confine
ment of birds, etc. xm. - (O)F. cage = Pr. 
gabia, Sp. gavia prison, It. gabbia :- L. 
cavea stall, cage, coop, hive, spectators' 
seats in a theatre (the senses do not favour 
Varro's deriv. from cavus hollow). Cf. GAOL. 

caiman see CAYMAN. 

cainozoic kainozou·ik (geol.) Tertiary. XIX. 
f. Gr. kain6s recent (connected by some 
with L. reicens RECENT)+zoion animal (see 
zoo-)+-rc. (Also rarely ca:no- si·no.) 

caique kai·k light boat used in the Medi
terranean. XVII. - F. ca"ique- It. caicco 
-Turk. qaiq. 

cairn ke:lm pile of stones. xv (in designa
tions of persons, e.g. Johannes del Carnys, 
XIV). Earlier earn (cf. barn BAIRN)- Gael. 
earn heap of stones, corr. to Oir., \V. earn. 
So cai·rngorm precious stone used for 
ornaments by the Highlanders of Scotland, 
named from a mountain (Gael. Carngorm 
'blue cairn') where it is found. 

caisson keisu·n, kei·s:ln chest for ammuni
tion, etc. ; watertight vessel used in deep 
water. XVIII. -F. caisson, tcasson -It. 
cassone; afterwards assim. to caisse CASE 2 ; 

see -ooN. 

caitiff kei·tif tprisoner; tpoor wretch; 
base fellow, villain. xnr. ME. caitif (Cursor 
M.), occas. chaitif- OF. caitif captive, var. 
of chaitif (mod. chetif wretched) = Pr. 
caitiu, captiu, Sp. cautivo prisoner, It. 
cattivo bad :-Rom. *cactivu-s, alteration 
of L. captivus CAPTIVE by assoc. with OCeltic 
*cactos ( = L. captus); cf. late L. sense 
'wretched' of captivus, in Christian use, 
'in bondage to sin', (hence) 'wicked'. 

cajole k:ld3ou·l delude by flattery. etc. 

CALASH 

XVII (Milton). - F. cajoler, perh. a blend of 
two or more words (cf. cageoller, cajoller 
XVI chatter like a jay, prate, babble, and 
enjoler put in GAOL, inveigle, allure). So 
cajo·lERY. XVII (Evelyn). -F. 

cajuput kre·d3;Jput (oil obtained from) 
species of Melaleuca. XVIII. ult. - Malay 
kayuputih, i.e. kayu wood, puteh white. 
The sp. withj, as also in F. cajeput, and the 
consequent pronunc., are due to Du. trans
literation of the Malay word as kajoepoetih 
(whence modL. kajuputi). 

cake keik (arch.) flat sort of loaf XIII ; 
confectionery made with flour, flavoured 
more or less richly xv; (Sc.) thin hard
baked oaten bread XVI (Land of Cakes, 
Scotland). prob. -ON. kaka (Ice!., Sw. 
kaka, Da. kage), f. *kak-, rei. to *k6k-, 
repr. by G. kuchen, etc. (see cooKIE). Hence 
cake vb. form into a cake. XVII. 

calabar, -ber kre·l;Jb;J.I kind of squirrel fur. 
XIV (PPJ.). ME. calabre- medL. calabris, 
-ebmm, presumably f. Calabria name 
of a province of Italy; cf. medL. scuriolus 
calabrinus. 

calabash kre·l;,bref gourd, gourd-shell. 
XVII (calibasse, -bash). - F. calebasse, tcala
- Sp. calabaza, corr. to Cat. car(a)bassa 
and other Rom. forms with r; pro b. of 
Oriental origin (cf. Pers. kharbuza water
melon). 

calaboose krel;,bu·z (U.S.) prison. xvrn. 
-Negro F. calabouse- Sp. calabozo dun
geon. 

calam.anco krel;Jmre·IJkou glossy woollen 
stuff of Flanders. XVI (Lyly). In Du. 
kal(a)mink, G. kalmanh, F. calmande; of 
unkn. origin. Connexion with medL. cala
mancus kind of cap cannot be made out. 

calamary kre·lgm;,ri squid, pen-fish. XVI. 
- medL. calamtirium pen-case, n. of L. 
calamiirius, f. calamus pen- Gr. kdlamos, 
rei. to culmus HAULM; see -ARY. 

calambac kre·l;,mbrek aloes wood, eagle 
wood. XVI. - Sp. calambac (so F., also 
-bouc). 

calamine kre·l;,main ore of zinc. XVII 
(Holland). - (O)F. calamine- medL. cala
mina, alteration of L. cadmia - Gr. hadmiti, 
kadmeiti (sc. ge earth), fem. of the adj. of 
Cadmus; cf. G. galmei, tkalmei, tgadmey. 

calamint kre·l;,mint aromatic herb. XIV. 
- (O)F. calament- medL. calamentum, for 
late L. calaminthe- Gr. kalaminthi!. 

calamity blre·miti grievous affliction or 
distress xv; grievous disaster XVI. -F. 
catamite- L. calamittis, pro b. rei. to inlcolu
mis intact, safe; see -ITY. So cala·mitous. 
XVI. - F. calamiteux or L. calamit6sus. 

calash blre·J light carriage with folding 
hood XVII; woman's hood XVIII. Early 
forms caleche, galeche (Dryden), calleche- F. 
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CALCAREOUS 

caleche, tgaleche (Moliere)- G. kalesche, 
- Pol. kolaska or Czech kolesa, f. kolo WHEEL. 

calcareous k~lkE;rri::>s of the nature of 
lime. XVII. f. L. calcarius, f. calc-, CALX+ 
-arius -ARY; the orig. etymol. sp. with -ious 
was altered by assoc. with words in -Eous. 

calceolaria kre:lsiolee>·rie> genus of plants 
having slipper-shaped flowers. XVIII. 
modL., f. L. calceolus, dim. of calceus shoe 
(f. calx heel)+ -aria, fern. of -arius -ARY. 

calcine krelsai·n reduce to quicklime. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. calciner or medL. calcinare 
(a term of alchemy), f. late L. calcina lime, 
quick-lime, f. L. calc-, CALX. SocalcinA·Tro~. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. - medL. 

calcium k~·lsi::>m (chem.) metallic ele
ment. XIX (H. Davy). f. L. calc-, CALX; see 
-IUM. 

calculate kre·lkjuleit reckon, compute. xvr. 
f. pp. stem of late L. calculdre, f. calculus 
stone (see next); superseded tcalcule 
(xiv--xvi)- (O)F. calculer ( = It. calcolare, 
Sp. calcular); see -ATE 3 • So calculA·Tro~. 
XIV (Gower). - (O)F.- late L. 

calculus k~·lkjul::>s stone in an animal 
body; tgen. (system of) calculation XVII; 
spec. in differential, integral (etc.) calculus 
xvm. - L. calculus pebble, stone in the 
body, stone used in counting, calculation, 
the relation of which to L. calx counter, 
limestone, lime, goal, and Gr. khdlix pebble, 
is undetermined. 

Caledonian k~lidou·ni::>n. XVII. f. Cale
donia (Tacitus) Roman name of part of 
northern Britain, now assoc. with the 
Scottish Highlands or Scotland in general; 
rei. to Dunkeld 'fort of the Caledonians', 
earlier Duni-Callen, Dun-Callden, referred 
by some to *kald- (Gael. coille) wood (cf. 
HOLT); see -IAN. 

calefaction k~Iif~·kf::>n heating. xvr. 
- (O)F. calefaction or late L. calefactio(n-), 
f. calejacere, f. calere be warm + jacere 
make, DO; see -TION. 

calendar, kalendar k~·lind::>:r system of 
divisions of the civil year XIII ; table showing 
these XIV. ME. kalender- A~. calender 
OF. calendier (mod. calendrier)- L. calendd~ 
rium account-book, f. calendre CALE~Ds, the 
day on which accounts were due. The final 
-ar is due to assim. to L. 

calender kre·l::>nde:r machine for calender
ing. XVII. - F. calandre (whence prob. 
Prov. calandra, Du. kalander), presumably 
f. the vb. So ca·lender vb. pass material 
between rollers for glazing, etc. xv. - (O)F. 
calandrer, of unkn. origin; hence ca·len
derER1, in shortened form tcalender (XVI
XVIII, as in Cowper's 'John Gilpin'). 

calends, kalends k~·l;mdz. XIV. - (O)F. 
calendes - L. kalendre, ace. -as, first day of 
the month, when the order of days was 
proclaimed, f. *kal- call, proclaim, as in 
L. ca[are (cf. INTERCALATE), Gr. kalefn. 

CALIVER 

calenture k~·I::>ntju::>:r tropical disease 
incident to sailors. XVI. -F. calenture, 
- Sp. calentura, f. calentar be hot :- Rom. 
*calentdre, f. prp. stem of L. calere be warm 
(cf. LEW). 

calf1 kiif, pl. calves kiivz young of the cow. 
OE. cmlf (cealj), pl. calfru (cealjru) = OS. 
calf (Du. kalj), OHG. chalb (G. kalb) :
WGerm. *kaloam n., beside ON. kdlfr m. 
and Goth. kalbO fern. -= OHG. chalba (G. 
kalbe female calf). WS. cealj continued in 
Kentish dial. as chalf (xn), chawlfe (xvi), 
and in place-names, as Chazdeigh, Chawton, 
Chal•vey, Cheh•ey. The descendant of the 
OE. g. sg. cmlfes is preserved in cah:es-foot, 
and of the OE. g. pl. calfra in Cal·verton. 

calf2 kiif, pl. calves kiivz fleshy hinder part 
of the shank of the leg. XIV. -ON. kdlji, 
of unkn. origin, whence also Ir., Gael. calpa. 
C]J Note that LEG also is of ON. origin. 

Caliban k~·lib~n name of 'a saluage and 
deformed slaue' in Sh. 'Tempest'. XVII 
(Butler, 'Hudibras'). perh. a var. of CANNI
BAL or derived from a form of CARIB. 

calibogus k~libou·gas (U.S.) mixture of 
rum and spruce beer. XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin. 

calibre k~·lib::>:r, bli·ba:r tdiameter of a 
projectile; bore of a gun (also CALIVER); 
(fig.) xvr. -F. calibre- It. calibro or Sp. 
calibre (also tcalibo)- Arab. qalib mould for 
casting metal, f. qalaba turn, convert. See 
also CAI.IVER, CALLIPER. 

calico k~·likou cotton cloth. XVI. Earliest 
ex..'i:. have Callicut, kalyko, Calocowe cloth; 
f. name of a city and port on the coast of 
Malabar, India; relevant forms are Arab. 
Qaliqiit, medL. Collicuthia, Malayalam 
Ko/ikOfju, Pg. Qualecut, Calecut, Eng. 
Cal;ecot (Dunbar), Calyco (Boorde, I547). 
C]J F. calicot is from Eng. 

caligraphy, calisthenics vars. of CALLI
GRAPHY, -STHENICS. 

calipash k~·lip~J, calipee k~lipi· carrel. 
words denoting (i) upper/lower shell of the 
turtle, (ii) gelatinous substance next to 
these. XVII. Earliest forms of the Jirst are 
galley patch, calapatch; perh. of native W. 
Indian origin, unless a native alteration of 
Sp. carapaclzo CARAPACE. 

caliph, calif, khalif kre·lif, kei·lif Mahom
medan chief ruler (successor of Mahom
med). XIV (Gower). - (O)F. caliphe (medL. 
calipha, -es)- Arab. khalifa , f. khalafa 
succeed. Hence ca·liphate. XVIII. -F. 
caliphat (medL. caliphatus); see -ATE1. This 
word penetrated into Europe as a result of 
the Crusades. 

caliver k~·liva:r, bli·va:r light musket or 
harquebus. XVI (also kalyver, qualivre, 
caleever). var. of CALIBRE, pro b. first in phr. 
harquebuze or piece de calibre, which was 



CALIX 

misunderstood, calibre being taken for the 
name of the piece. 

calix, calyx kadiks, kei·liks pl. calices 
cup-like cavity. XVIII. - L. calix cup, rei. 
to Gr. kulix. 

calkin k5·kin, kre·lkin turned edge of a 
horse-shoe. xv (kakun). - (M)Du. kalkoen 
or its source OF. calcain (cf. Pr. calcanh, It. 
calcagno) :- L. calcaneum heel, f. L. calc-, 
calx heel (cf. RECALCITRANT). 

call k51 cry out OE. ; summon with a shout; 
name XIII; drive XIV (Sc.; cf. CA'CA"-"NY). 
Late OE. ceallian (once)- ON. kalla cry, 
summon loudly, name, claim = MLG., 
(M)Du. kallen, OHQ. challon talk, chatter 
:- *kallojan, f. CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kal
(which appear to be repr. in OE. hildelcalle 
'war-herald') :- IE. *gol-, repr. also by \V. 
galzv call, OS!. glasi't voice, glagolu word (cf. 
GLAGOLITIC). 

callant kre·l;mt (Sc.) customer; lad, youth. 
XVI (-and). - Flem. kalant 'customer', 
'chap'- north. F. dial. caland, superseding 
earlier calland, var. of chaland customer, 
tfriend, acquaintance, protector, prp., with 
change of suffix, of chaloir be warm, in 
impers. use, be the concern of :- L. calere 
be warm, heated, ardent (cf. NONCHALANT). 
For the sense cf. CHAP 3• 

caller kre·l;u, ka·l;,r (Sc. and north. dial.) 
fresh. XIV (caloure). var. (with assim. of lv 
to ll, as in siller from sih•er) of ME. calver, 
-ur, calwar, presumably adj. use of OE. 
calzver (cealer, cealre) curds, surviving in 
caluer of saulmon 'escume de saulmon' 
(Palsgr.), rei. to MLG. keller, and f. Germ. 
base *kal- be COLD. 'This term appears to 
denote the state of the fish [i.e. salmon] 
freshly taken, when its substance appears 
interspersed with white flakes like curd' 
(Way in 'Promp. Parv.', ed. r86s, p. 59). 

calli-, cali- kre·li, kali· repr. Gr. kalli- (the 
var. sp. cali- is unetymological), used as 
comb. form of kal6s beautiful (cf. kdllos 
beauty), e.g. kallipais having beautiful 
children: calliGRAPHY k;Jli·gr;Jfi hand
writing, prop. elegant penmanship. XVII 
- modL. calligraphia - Gr. kalligraphiii, f. 
kalligrdphos. So calli·GRAPHER (cf. F. calli
graphe), calliGRA'PHIC XVIII. callipygiAN 
krelipi·d3ian 'largely composed behinde' 
(Sir T. Browne). xvm. f. Gr. kallipiigos 
designation of a famous statue of Venus, f. 
pzigii buttocks. callisthenrcs krelispe·niks 
exercises for developing strength with 
beauty. XIX. f. Gr. stluJnos strength. 

callidity kieli·diti cunning, craftiness. XVI. 
- L. calliditiis, f. callidus skilful, cunning, 
crafty ; see -ITY. 

calliper kre·lipa~ (usu. pl.) compasses for 
measuring diameters. XVI. orig. calliper 
compasses compasses used for measuring 
the calibre of a bullet or piece of ordnance ; 
presumably var. of CALIBRE. 

CALTROP 

callous kre·las hardened. xv1. -(partly 
through F. calleux) L. callosus, f. ca·llus 
hardened skin, which has been used in Eng. 
since xvi. So callosiTY kiehrsiti. xv1. 
-F. or L. 

callow he· lou tbald OE.; unfledged. XVI. 
OE. calu (calzv-) = MLG. kale, MDu. kale 
(Du. kaal), OHG. chalo (G. kahl) :-WGerm. 
*kalzvaz, prob.- L. calvus bald (whence F. 
chall've ), rei. to OS!. go lit bare, naked, Skr. 
kuh·as, Av. kaurva bald. (jJ The treatment of 
the hair was a matter of interest between 
the Romans and the Germans; cf. WGerm. 
adoption of L. crisp us (CRISP) and Goth. 
kapillon (f. L. capillus hair) cut hair. 

calm kam still, quiet. XIV. The sb., adj., 
and vb. appear about the same time, and 
earlier than the carr. F. words (xv), which 
are presumed to be- It. calma, calma, 
calmare; these are referred to popL. *calma, 
alteration of late L. cauma (Vulgate)- Gr. 
kauma heat (of the day or the sun), by assoc. 
with L. cal ere be hot; the sense-develop
ment may have been 'heat of the day', 'rest 
during this', 'quiet, stillness'. The Eng. 
words may have been taken direct from 
popL. (cf. medL. calmacio, calmus adj.). 
Hence: calmATIVE kre·lmativ, ka·m- sedative. 
XIX. 

calomel kre·l;)mel mercurous chloride. 
xvn. - modL. calomel, calomeles (so in F. 
XVIII), said to be f. Gr. kal6s beautiful+ 
nu!las black, because in its first preparation 
a black powder turned into a white one. 

caloric kiela·rik supposed elastic fluid, the 
source of heat. XVIII. -F. calorique (Lavoi
sier ... ), f. L. calor heat+ -ique -rc. 

calorie, -y kre·l;:~ri unit of heat. XIX. -F. 
calorie (Guillemin), arbitrarily f. L. calor 
heat; cf. -Y 3• calori-, stem of L. calor heat, 
as in calori·FIC (F. calorifique, L. calorificus), 
calori·METER (F. calorimetre, Lavoisier). 

calotte kal<>·t skull-cap. xvu. - F. calotte, 
- Pr. calota or It. callotta, referred by some 
to Gr. kaluptra hood, by others to Arab. 
kaliita cap; cf. also L. calautica woman's 
head-dress. 

calotype kre·lotaip patent name of a photo
graphic process. XIX (Fox Talbot). f. Gr. 
kal6s beautiful+ ttipos TYPE. 

caloyer kre·loja~ Greek monk. XVII. -F. 
caloyer- It. caloiero- ec.c!Gr. kal6geros, f. 
kal6s beautiful+ geras, geros old age. 

calpack kre·lprek Oriental cap. XVI (cole
pecke, colpack). - Turki qalpiiq, qiilpiiq. 

caltrop1 k:e·ltr;;,p ( usu. pl.) name of various 
plants that entangle the feet; (later) star
thistle, Trapa natans. OE. calcatrippe, ME. 
calketrappe - medL. calcatrippa, whence 
also OF. cachatrepe, cauche-, AN. calke
trappe, Pr. calcatrepa. 

caltrop 2 ka!·ltmp ttrap, snare XIII; (mil.) 
iron ball with sharp spikes XVI. ME. calke
trap- OF. kauketrape, dial. var. of cauche-, 
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CALUMET 

chauchetrape, later (mod.) chaussetrape, f. 
chauchier (mod. c&her) tread+ trappe trap; 
ult. identical with prec. 

calumet kre·lji:\met Amer.-Indian pipe of 
peace. XVIII. -F. calumet, dial. var. (with 
suffix-substitution) of chalumeau - late L. 
calamellus, dim. of calamus reed - Gr. 
kdlamos HAULM. 

calumny kre·l;>mni malicious misrepre
sentation. xv. - L. calumnia false accusa
tion (whence F. calomnie); cf. CHALLENGE 
and CAVIL. So calumniate blA·mnieit 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. calumnitiri, f. calu
mnia; see -ATE 3

• calumniA'TION. XVI (cf. 
F. calomniation). calu·mniATOR. XVI. -late L. 
calu·mnrous. xv. - (O)F. calomnieux or 
L. calumni6sus. 

calvary kre·lv;>ri outdoor (life-size) repre
sentation of the Crucified Christ. XVIII. - L. 
calvaria skull (f. calva scalp, cah•us bald, 
rei. to Skr. kulvas), tr. in Matt. xxvii 33, etc. 
of Aram. gogultho, gogoltlza skull ( = He b. 
gulgoletlz), rendered in Gr. by galgathd; cf. 
F. calvaire; see -ARY. 

calve kiiv give birth to a calf. OE. caljian 
(cea{fian), f. c:rlf CALF; cf. Du. kalven, 
MHG. kalben, etc. 

calvered kre·lv;>.Jd applied to salmon that 
is cut up alive. XVII (Jonson). f. calver (see 
CALLER)+ -ED. 

Calvinism k<e-lvinizm adherence to Cal
vin's doctrine. XVI. -F. calvinisme or 
modL. calvinismus, f. name of Jean Calvin, 
French Protestant reformer (1509-64); see 
-ISM. So Ca·lvinrsT. XVI; after F. 

calx kelks (alch. and early chem.) powder 
resulting from calcination of a mineral. xv. 
- L., 'lime', 'limestone', prob.- Gr. khdlix 
pebble, limestone. Cf. CALCINE, CALCULATE, 
CALCULUS, and CHALK. 

calyx kei·liks, kre·liks outer envelope of a 
flower. XVII. - L. calyx- Gr. kdlux shell, 
husk, pod, f. base of kalziptein hide. t][ Con
fused with CALIX. 

cam1 krem projection on a wheel. XVIII. 
- Du. kam COMB, as in kamrad toothed 
wheel, cog-wheel; G. kammrad, Sw., Da. 
kamhjul, and F. came are also of Du. origin. 

cam2 krem (dial.) crooked XVI; but im
plied in cammed(e) XIV. The base is Celtic 
*kambas (as in Cambodunum 'crooked town', 
Yorkshire), whence W., Gael., Manx, lr. 
cam crooked, bent, wrong, false. 

camaraderie krem;me·d(;>)ri goodfellow
ship. XIX. F., f. camarade COMRADE; see -ERY. 

camarilla krem;>ri·l;> private cabinet, cabal. 
XIX. Sp., dim. of camara CHAMBER. 

camber kre·mb;>.J arched surface or line. 
XVII. - OF. cambre, f. dial. var. of OF. 
chambre arched :- L. camurus curved in
wards. So ca·mber vb. XVII. -F. cambrer, 
f. cambre. 

cambist kre·mbist one skilled in monetary 

CAMERLINGO 

exchange. XIX. - F. cambiste- It. cambista, 
f. cambia CHANGE. 

cambium kre·mbi;>m (physiol.) tone of the 
alimentary humours; (bot.) fluid between the 
wood and the bark of trees. XVII. - medL., 
'exchange', used in the physiological sense 
by Arnaldus de Villa Nova (XIII-XIV): 'cam
bium humiditas manifeste alterata membri 
continentis complexione.' 

Cambrian kre·mbri;>n \Velsh. xvn (pre
ceded by Camber XVI). f. Cambria, var. of 
Cumbria, latinization of W. Cyn11y Wales 
:- OCeltic *Kambrages, f. *kam- together, 
co~r- +*brag- border, region, MARCH1

; see 
-IAN. 

cambric kei·mbrik fine white linen. XVI 
(cameryk; Sc. forms have unexpl. -eche, 
-age, -ige, -oclze). f. Kamerijk, Flemish form 
of Cambrai a town of northern France, 
famous for fabrics :- medL.Camaracum. 

camel kre·ml humped hornless ruminant. 
OE. camel, reinforced in ME. by OF. cameil, 
chameil, later camoil, camel, chamel (mod. 
clzameau); two L. types are repr. in OF., 
came/us and *camellus (cf. Pr. camel, Sp., 
It. cammella)- Gr. kdmelas, of Semitic 
origin (Heb., Phrenician giimiil). t][ The L. 
word is repr. in other Germ. langs., e.g. Du. 
kameel, G. kamel; but the earlier CGerm. 
name (presumably based on L. elephantus 
elephant) is seen in OE. oljend, OS. oloundeo, 
OHG. olbenta, 0~. ulfaldi, Goth. ulbandus; 
cf. OS!. vellbqnda camel. 

camellia k;>mi·li;>, -e-li;> genus of shrubs of 
the tea family. XVIII. - modL. (Linnreus), 
f. name of Josef Kamel (latinized Camellus), 
a Moravian jesuit who described the botany 
of Luzon; see -IA1

• 

came see COME. 
camelopard kre·m;>lopii:~d, k;>me·l- giraffe. 

XVI. - L. camelopardus, -pardalis- Gr. 
kamelapdrdalis, f. kdmelos CAMEL+ pdrdalis 
PARD. 

Camembert kre·mabEd~ small soft rich 
cheese originating from Camembert, village 
of Normandy, France. XIX. 

cameo kre·miou precious stone having two 
layers of different colours. XV (cameu). 
-OF. came(h)u, camalzieu (mod. cama!eu), 
carr. to Sp., Pg. camafea, pointing to a type 
*camahreus (cf. medL. camahutus, etc.); 
later- It. cam(m)eo, carr. to medL. cam
mreus, whence also F. camee; prob. ult. of 
Oriental origin. 

camera kre·mdr;> CHAMBER, in several spec. 
uses. XVIII. - L. camera vault, arched 
chamber - Gr. kamdrti object with arched 
cover. In photography, short for camera 
abscura darkened chamber or box, orig. an 
optical instrument. t][ In camera, (leg.) in 
the judge's private chamber)( in open court. 

camerlingo kremd.Jli·l)gou pope's or cardi
nal's chamberlain. XVII. It.; see CHAMBER
LAIN. 



CAMI-

cami- kre·mi shortening of CAMISOLE as 
in cami-knickers xx. ' 

camisado kremisii·dou (mil.) night attack. 
XVI. - Sp. camisada lit. 'attack in one's 
shirt', f. camisa shirt; see CHEMISE, -ADO. 

c~misole kre·misoul (formerly) woman's 
Jacket, (now) underbodice. XIX. -F. cami
sole- It. camiciola or Sp. camisola dim. of 
camicia, camisa shirt (see CHEMISE): 

camlet koo·mlit fabric of which the nature 
has varied much. XIV. Early forms chamlett 
-lot, Sc. cammeloit, prob. -OF. chamelot: 
camelot, perh. ult. from Arab. khamlat, f. 
khaml pile carpet, but pop. assoc. with 
camel's hair. 

camom~e ka·momail plant of the genus 
Anthem1s. XIV. - (O)F. camomille- late L. 
c(h)amomilla, alteration of chauu;emelon- Gr. 
khamaimelon 'earth-apple' (khamai on the 
ground, melon apple), so called from the 
apple-like smell of the blossoms. 

camorra komo·ro secret society in Naples. 
XIX. It., o~ doubtful origin, but perh.- Sp. 
camorra drspute, quarrel. 

camouflage kre·muflii3 disguise of appear
ance. xx. F., .f. Cflmoujler (thieves' sl.), 
-It. camuffare dtsgmse, deceive, perh. assoc. 
with camouflet whiff of smoke in the face; 
see -AGE. 

c~mp kremp place where troops are lodged 
m tents, etc. ; temporary quarters. XVI. 
- (O)F. camp- It. campo ( = (O)F. champ 
field, battlefield, Pr. camp, Sp. campo) :- L. 
campu-s level field, place for games and 
military exercises, field of battle, whence 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kampaz fight, battle, 
repr. by OE., OFris., MDu. camp (Du. 
kamp), OHG. champ] (G. kampj), ON. kapp. 
So camp vb. XVI. - F. camper; cf. ENCAMP. 

campaign krempei·n army's operations in 
the field. XVII (Clarendon). -F. campagne 
- It. campagna (used in the mil. sense XVI) = 
(O)F. champagne CHAMPAIGN, in the other 
senses of which campaig11 was also formerly 
used (XVII). The military application arose 
in ~hose conditions of warfare according to 
whtch an army remained in quarters during 
the winter and on the approach of summer 
went into the country (nella campagna, dans 
la campagne) to conduct operations. Hence 
as vb. XVIII. 

campanile koomp;mi-Ji bell-tower (usu. 
lofty and detached). XVII (Evelyn). - It. 
campanile (whence F. campanile), f. campana 
- late L. campiina. 

campanology krempono·lod3i art of bell
ringing. XIX. - modL. campiinologia, f. late 
L. campiina; see prec. and -LOGY. 

campanula bmpre·njulo plant of a large 
genus so named with bell-shaped flowers. 
XVII (Evelyn). - modL. dim. of campiina; 
see prec. and -t:LE. So campa·nulate bell
shaped. xvn. - modL.; see -ATE". 

CAN 

Campeachy krempi-tfi epithet of a red 
dye-wood, also called logwood. XVII (Cam-, 
Compeche wood, tree). Name of a southern 
state of Mexico, whence the wood was orig. 
exported; in Sp. campeche, in F. campeche. 

campestral krempe·strol pert. to fields or 
open country. XVIII. f. L. campester, -tri-, 
f. campus; see CAMP, -AL. Also tcampe·
strial. XVII. 

camphor kre·mf;:,J white translucent vege
table oil. xv. Early forms are various, both 
disyll. and trisyll., camphire prevailing from 
xv to c. r8oo. -OF. camplwre, later and 
mod. camphre (AN. caumphre) or medL. 
camphora- (prob. through Sp. alcanfor) 
Arab. kiifiir (whence medGr. kaphourd) 
- Prakrit kappzlra, Skr. karpiira. t][ Has 
become a CEur. word. Hence ca·mpho
rated XVII; see -ATE 3

• 

campion kre·mpian plant of the genus 
Lychnis. XVI. First recorded from Lobel 
and Lyte and applied to Lychnis Coronaria; 
tr. of Gr. lukhnh stephanomatiki! (i.e. 'used 
for garlands'), on which has been based a 
deri,·ation from tcampion (- OF. (north.) 
campion CHA:\IPIO!'<). 

campshed kre·mPJed facing of piles and 
boarding to protect a bank. XVI. prob. f. 
CANT1 +sHIDE; this deriv. is suggested by 
the earliest forms with -shide, -shed, -shead, 
of which the later -shot, -shut, -sheet, -sheath 
in var. spellings of the coil. campshedding 
(XIX) appear to be corruptions. 

campus kre·mpos (U.S.) college or uni
versity grounds. XVIII (first at Princeton, 
New Jersey). - L. campus field. 

camwood kre·mwud hard red wood of 
W. Africa. XVII (Dampier). Said to be 
- native dial. word kambi. 

can1 kren vessel for liquid. OE. canne, corr. 
to MDu. kanne (Du. kan), OHG. clzanna 
(G. kanne), ON. kanna; it is uncertain 
whether the word is orig. Germ. or -late L. 
canna (vi), whence OF. channe, Pr. cana. 
OE. canne is recorded only once, in a gloss, 
after which there is no Eng. evidence till 
XIV, when the word was prob. introduced 
from the Continent. 

can2 kren, (unstressed) bn, kn pt. could 
kud, kod know, (with inf.) know how, (pass
ing into) have power, be able. One of the 
group of Genn. preterite-present verbs (see 
DARE, MAY, SHALL, WIT 2); the primary mean
ing was 'have learned', 'come to know'. 
OE. cunnan, pres. ind. can(n), con(n), pl. 
cunnon, pt. cii]Je (:- *cun]Ja) = OFris. kunna, 
kan, kunda, OS. cunnan, can, consta (Du. 
kumzen, kan, konde), OHG. kunnan, kan, 
kunda or kunsta (G. ktinnen, kann, konnte), 
ON. kzmna, kann, kunna (:- *kzmoa), Goth. 
(and CGerm.) kunnan, kann, kunjJa. The 
second n of the pres. stem is formative; e.g. 
OE. pl. cunnon, Goth. kunnum, etc. = Skr. 
jtin!mas (:- *g7_mam6s) we know. The IE. 



CANAU..LE 

base *gn-, *gne-, *gno- appears also in Lith. 
zinoti know, and Oir. ath/gnin recognizes. 
Cf. KNOW. The pt. could, with analogical l 
after should and would, appeared in early 
XVI, and superseded coude (XIV-XVI), which 
was an alteration of ME. coupe by assim. to 
regular wk. pt. forms in -de. See also coN', 
CUNNING, UNCOUTH. 

canaille krenai· rabble, mob. XVII. F. - It. 
canaglia ( = Sp. canalla, Pg. canalha), f. 
cane dog:- L. cani-s (see HOUND). The It. 
form was in earlier use (B. Jonson). 

canal kmre· I tpipe to convey liquid xv; 
tubular cavity in the body, duct XVII; arti
ficial watercourse xvn. - (O)F. canal, 
refash. of earlier chanel CHANNEL, after L. 
canalis or It. canale. So canalize kre·n;J]aiz, 
-A'TION. XIX. -F. canaliser, -isation. 

canard kre·nib(d) cock-and-bull story. 
XIX. F., lit. 'duck'; the sense of 'hoax' is 
said to have arisen from the phr. vendre un 
canard a moitie 'half-sell a duck' (cf. 'ven
deur de canards a moitie, a cousener, guller, 
cogger; foister, lyer' Cotgr. 161 I; bailleur de 
canards lit. 'deliverer of ducks', 1612 in 
Littre's diet.). 

Canarese kren;Jri·z Dravidian language of 
Canara or Kanara (S.W. India), the native 
form of which is Kannada, f. kan black+ 
nadu country; see -ESE. 

canary k:me;J·ri name of a dance, a wine, 
and a singing-bird derived from the Canary 
Islands. XVI. - F. Canarie- Sp. Canaria, 
in L. Canaria insula 'Isle of Dogs', one of 
the Fortunate Isles, so named from its large 
dogs (L. canarius pert. to dogs, f. canis dog, 
HOUND). As the name of the bird modelled 
on F. canari, t-ie- Sp. canario. 

canaster kanre·sta.I kind of tobacco, so 
called from the rush basket in which it was 
imported. XIX. - Sp. canastro - medL. 
*canastrum - Gr. kdnastron CANISTER. 

cancan kre·nkren extravagant dance. XIX. 
- F. cancan kaka noise, disturbance (xvi), 
vulgar noisy dance (XIX), said to be L. 
quanquam (with contemp. pronunc. of 
Latin) although, taken as the typical begin
ning of a wrangle in the Schools. 

cancel kre·nsl cross out, obliterate; annul. 
XIV. - (O)F. canceller- L. cancellare make 
lattice-wise, cross out (a writing), f. can
cellus, pl. cancelli cross-bars (see CHANCEL). 

cancer kre·ns::J.I zodiacal constellation of 
the Crab XIV (Ch.); malignant tumour XVII. 
- L. cancer crab, creeping ulcer, after Gr. 
karklnos crab, karkinoma CARCINOMA, the 
tumour being so called, ace. to Galen, on 
account of the resemblance to a crab's limbs 
of the swollen veins about the part affected. 
Cf. CANKER, CHA:-!CRE. 

candelabrum ka:ndilei·br;:,m, ·la·br;;~m 
candlestick, chandelier. XIX. - L. candela
brum, f. candela CANDLE ; the pl. candelabra 
has been often used as sg., with pl. in -as. 

CANNEL 

candid kre·ndid twhite; free from bias or 
malice; frank. XVII. - F. candide or L. 
candidus, f. candere be white, glisten (cf. 
INCANDESCENT, INCENSE); see -ID. 

candidate kre·ndidat aspirant to an office. 
XVII. - (O)F. candidat or L. candidatus 
clothed in white, candidate for office (who 
appeared in a white toga), f. candidus; see 
prec. and -ATE1. Hence ca·ndidatuRE. 
XIX. prob. after F. 

candle ka:·ndl cylinder of tallow or wax 
with a wick enclosed. OE. candel - L. can
dela, later -della, f. candere glisten. One of 
the L. words introduced into Eng. after the 
Conversion of A.D. 597; reinforced in ME. by 
AN. candele, OF. candeile, var. of chandeile, 
-aile ( = Pr., Sp., It. candela, Pg. candeia) :
L. candela, and OF. candelle (mod. chandelle) 
:- L. candella. Hence Ca·ndlemas -mas 
2 February; OE. candelm:essed<eg; see MASS1

• 

ca·ndlesTICK (formerly including candela
bra); OE. candelsticca. 

candour kre·nda.I tpurity ; freedom from 
bias or malice XVII (Jonson); outspokenness 
XVIII. -F. candeur or L. candor, f. cand- of 
candere and candidus CANDID ; see -OUR. 

candy kre·ndi sugar-candy xvm; (U.S.) 
sweetmeats XIX. -F. candi in sucre candi 
SGGAR-CANDY. 

candytuft kre·nditAft the plant Iberis 
umbellata, orig. brought from Candia. 
xvn. f. Candy, the island Candia (Crete)+ 
TUFT. 

cane kein hollow stem of giant reeds, etc. 
XIV (Trevisa); used as a walking-stick or 
rod XVI. ME. canne, cane- OF. cane, (also 
mod.) canne = Pr. cana, Sp. cafia, It. canna. 
:- L. canna reed, cane, tube, pipe - Gr. 
kdnna, kdnne- Ass. l!am7 (He b. l!aneh) 
- Sumerian gin. Hence cane vb. beat with 
a cane. XVII. 

cangue krel)g wooden frame worn about 
the neck as a punishment. XVIII. -F. 
cangue - Pg. canga - Annamite gong. 

canicular bni·kjular of the days preceding 
or following the heliacal rising of the dog
star. XIV (Trevisa). - late L. canicularis, f. 
canicula dog-star, dim. of canis dog. 

canine kre·nain, kei·nain pert. to a dog. 
xvn. -F. canin, -ine, or L. caninus, -'ina, 
f. canis dog, HOGND; see -INE1• 

canister kre·nist;u tbasket XVII; small case 
or box for tea, etc. XVIII. - L. canistrum 
basket for bread, fruit, etc. - Gr. kdnastron 
wicker basket, f. kdnna reed, CANE. 

canker ka:·IJb.I gangrenous affection. OE. 
cancer, reinforced or superseded by- ONF. 
cancre, var. of (O)F. chancre :- L. cancrum, 
nom. cancer; see CANCER, CHANCRE. Applied 
from xv to larvre destructive to plants ; so 
canker-worm (xvi). 

cannel kre·nl bituminous coal burning 
with a very bright flame. XVI (cane[, Leland). 



CANNELURE 

Since XVIII currently expl. as standing for 
candle (north. dial. cannle) coal; but it is not 
clear that the orig. form was cannel coal and 
not simply can(n)el. 

cannelure ka!·naljm:u grooving. xvm. -F. 
cannelure, f. canneler, f. cannel CHAN!\'EL. 
(Also channelure, in adj. -ed xvr.) 

cannibal ka!·nibal man-eating man. XVI. 
First in pl. Canibales - Sp. Canibales, one 
of the forms (recorded by Columbus) of·the 
ethnic name Caribes (see CARIB) of a fierce 
man-eating nation of the West Indies; 
according to Oviedo ('La historia general 
de las Indias' II viii) caribe means 'brave 
and daring'. Cf. CALIBAN. 

cannon1 ka!·nan piece of ordnance. XVI. 
- (O)F. canon - It. cannone, augm. of canna 
tube, CANE; see -OON. So cannonA·DE. XVII. 
-F. canonnade- It. cannonata. cannonEE·R. 
XVI. - F. canonnier- It. cannoniere. 

cannon• ka!·nan stroke at billiards. XIX. 
Perversion, by assoc. with CANNON\ of 
car(r)om (xvm; still in U.S.A. as vb. 're
bound', 'bounce'), shortening of CARAMBOLE. 
Also as vb. XIX. 

canny ka!·ni (Sc.) sagacious, cautious XVI; 
clever, cunning; careful, quiet, gentle XVIII; 
(north. Eng.) agreeable, comely XIX; advb. 
cautiously, gently XVIII (cf. CA'CANNY). 
Presumably f. CAN 2+ -Y1 ; corr. to cunning 
in its primary sense. 

canoe kanu· primitive boat of savage races 
XVI ; light boat propelled by paddling xvm. 
The native name, Haytian (whence Sp.) 
canoa, is recorded by Eden, 1555, and con
tinued in use till XVIII; in later XVI a var. 
canow (cf. Carib canaoua) appeared and was 
continued as canoo, to which the present 
pronunc. corresponds, the present sp. (XVIII) 
being due to F. canoe; forms based on 
Du. cano were also current. 

canon1 ka!·nan rule, law (of the Church) 
OE. ; central portion of the Mass XIII; list 
of books of the Bible accepted as authentic 
XIV; (mus.) XVI; size of type (cf. brevier, 
pica) XVII. OE. canon - L. canon - Gr. 
kanon rule ; reinforced or superseded by 
ME. cano(u)n- AN. canun, (O)F. canon. 
So canonrc(AL) -o·nikal based on eccle
siastical law or rule xv (Caxton); f. F. 
canonique or L. canonicus- Gr. kanonik6s. 
ca·noniST professor of canon law xv. -F. 
- medL. ca·nonrzE place in the canon of 
saints, -IZA'T!ON. XIV (Wyclif). - medL. 

canon2 ka!·nan clergyman living according 
to the 'vita canonica', i.e. religious life based 
on rule. XIII. ME. canun, canoun, also 
chanun, chanoun- OF. canonie, chanoine 
(with ending assim. to cano(u)n CANON1) 

- ecc!L. canonicus (repr. in OE. canonic, 
MHG. kanunich), sb. use of adj. (see CANONI
CAL). Hence ca·noDESs. XVII; after F. 
chanoinesse, in medL. canonica. ca·nonRY. 
l'V. 

CANTANKEROUS 

canon, canyon kR!·njan deep gorge. XIX. 
- Sp. cai'ion tube, pipe, conduit, augm. of 
caiia CANE. The specific application was 
given by the Spaniards of New Mexico. 

canoodle kanu·dl (U.S. sl.) indulge in 
caresses. XIX (Sala). Of unkn. origin. 

canopy k:e·napi covering over a throne, etc. 
XIv(Wyci.).LateME.canope,canape-medL. 
canopeum baldacchino, for L. conopeum, 
-eum, -ium net over a bed, pavilion- Gr. 
konopefon Egyptian bed with mosquito 
curtains, f. kOnops gnat, mosquito. 

canorous kan5a•ras melodious. XVII. f. 
L. canorus, f. canor song, f. canere sing; see 
CHANT, -OUS. 

cant1 k:ent tedge, border ( ?) XIV; nook, 
comer XVII; oblique line or face XIX. pro b. 
- MLG. kant point, creek, border, kante 
side, edge (whence G. kante), (M)Du. cant 
border, side, corner- Rom. *canto (as in 
OF. cant, F. chant, champ, Sp., It. canto 
edge, corner, side), for L. cant(h)us iron tire, 
said by Quintilian to be a barbarism of Sp. 
or African origin. (Connexion, if any, with 
W. kant circumference, Breton kant circle, 
OS!. kqtii. corner, Gr. kanth6s corner of the 
eye, is obscure.) Cf. CANTON. Hence cant 
vb. bevel, slant, toss, tilt XVI ; whence a 
new sb. cant toss, throw, slope, tilt XVIII. 

cant2 ka!nt (sl.) speak, talk, esp. in the 
whining fashion of beggars XVI (Harman); 
use the particular jargon of a class or set; 
affect religious or pietistic phraseology XVII. 
prob. - L. cantlire sing (see CHANT), which 
was applied contemptuously as early as XII 
to the singing in church services and perh. 
later to the speech of religious mendicants. 
Hence cant sb. twhining speech; peculiar 
phraseology or jargon of a class, esp. of 
pedlars, gipsies, thieves, and vagabonds 
XVII; affected use of (religious) language 
XVIII. (An obscure cantum 'something sung' 
in Caxton's 'Reynard the Fox' xxvii may be 
somehow connected.) So canting vbl. sb. 
(often attrib.) and ppl. adj., esp. of beggars' 
cant (peddelars Frenche or Canting, Harman; 
an old Canting Beggar, Janson; canting 
speech, 1592; Canting Crew, Beggers, Gyp
sies, r69o). Canting arms (her.) those in 
which the figures bear a punning allusion 
to the name of the family. 

Cantab k!e·nt:eb XVIII. Short for Canta
brigiAN ka!ntabri·d3ian (XVII), f. Canta
brigia, L. form of Cambridge name of an 
Eng. university town. 

cantaloup k!e·ntalup variety of musk
melon. XVIII. - F. cantaloup - It. Canta
luppi, name of a former summer residence 
of the popes near Rome, where it was culti
vated on its introduction from Armenia. 

cantankerous ka!nt!e'l)karas quarrelsome. 
XVIII (Goldsmith, Sheridan). Said by Grose 
to be a Wiltshire word, but the earliest 
literary evidence suggests an Ir. origin; 



CANTATA 

perh. blendingoflr. cant auction, outbidding, 
with rancorous (cf. also Jr. cannrdn conten
tion, grumbling). 

cantata k~nta·t::~ choral composition, for
merly a recitative. XVIII. -It. (sc. aria AIR), 
fern. pp. of cantare sing; see CHANT, -ADE. 

canteen k~nti·n sutler's shop in a camp, 
etc. ; outfit of cooking and table vessels or 
utensils. XVIII. -F. cantine- It. cantina 
cellar, perh. f. canto corner (see CANT1). 

canter k~·nt;J.I easy gallop. xvm. Short 
for Canterbury gallop, pace, trot (xvn), a 
pace such as mounted pilgrims to Canter
bury were supposed to have ridden. Hence 
vb. xvm; cf. occas. tcanterbury vb. (xvii). 

canterbury k~·nt::~.Iberi stand with parti
tions to hold music portfolios, etc. XIX. 
pro b. named after Charles IVIanners-Sutton, 
first viscount Canterbw-y, Speaker of the 
House of Commons, elder son of Charles 
Manners-Sutton, archbishop of Canterbury. 

Canterbury bells k~·nt;J.Ib;:,ri belz plant of 
the genus Campanula. XVI (Lyte, Gerarde). 
The flowers were fancifully assoc. with the 
small bells worn by horses ridden by pilgrims 
to Canterbury. 

cantharides k~n]neTidiz Spanish fly; this 
dried and used medicinally. xv. L., pl. of 
cantharis- Gr. kantharis blister fly. 

canticle k~·ntikl song, hymn, spec. liturgi
cal hymn in the Divine Office XIII; (pl.) 
Song of Solomon, Canticum Canticorum 
XVI. -OF. canticle, var. of cantique- L. 
canticum, f. cantus CHA:>~T; pro b. reinforced 
by L. dim. canticulum (cf. -cLE). 

cantilever k~·ntiliv::~.t bracket of stone, 
etc. XVII; projecting support in bridge
building XIX. Earliest forms cantlapper, 
candilever, of which the formal significance 
is doubtful. The first syl!. has been con
nected with Sp. can dog, (transf.) bracket, 
modillion, corbel; but the formation is 
altogether obscure. 

cantle k~·ntl tcorner; (arch. or dial.) 
section, segment. XIV. -AN. cantel = OF. 
chantel (mod. chanteau) = Pr. cantel :
medL. cantellu-s, dim. of cantus CANT1• 

canto k~·ntou division of a poem. XVI 
(Spenser). - It. (Dante), lit. 'song' :- L. 
cantus CHANT. 

canto fermo k~·ntou fJ·.rmou plain-song 
melody as adopted for contrapuntal treat
ment. XVIII. It., 'frxed song'; see CHANT, 
FIRM. 

canton k~·ntan, k~nt<J•n teamer; (her.) 
ordinary of a shield XVI; subdivision of a 
country XVII. - (O)F. canton- Pr. canton 
( = It. cantone) :-Rom. *cantonem, f. L. 
cantus CANT1• Hence ca·nton vb. quarter 
(in various senses). XVI. -F. cantonner, It. 
cantonare. cantonMENT kamtii·nm~nt 
quarters. XVIII. -F. cantonnement. 

CAPARISON 

cantor ka:·nt5.r leader of a church choir. 
XVI. - L., 'singer', f. cant-, canere (see 
CHANT). So cantoris k~nt5·ris north 
(sometimes south) side of the choir of a 
church, being the precentor's side. XVIII; 
g. sg. used absol. (cf. decani). 

cantrip k~·ntrip (Sc.) spell, charm (phr. 
cast cantrips); trick. XVI. Also cantrap, -ep, 
-op, of unkn. origin. 

Canuck k;,nA'k native or inhabitant of 
Canada. XIX. Also Kanu(c)k and (occas.) 
Canack, Cannacker, f. Caniada, perh. after 
Polack Pole. 

canvas k~·nv::~s strong hemp or flax cloth. 
XIV. ME. canevas- o::--;F. (and mod.) 
canevas, var. of OF. chanevaz = Pr. canabas 
or It. canavaccio :-Rom. *cannapiiceum, f. 
*cannapum, for L. cannabis HEMP. 

canvass k~·nv;:,s A. ttoss in a canvas sheet, 
(hence) criticize destructively; discuss (a 
matter) XVI; B. solicit votes or support for 
XVI; tsue for (a thing) XVIII; solicit (person, 
etc.) for votes XIX. f. CANVAS; the emergence 
of sense B is difficult to account for. 

canyon var. of CA:'io~. 

canzone krentsou·ni song, ballad. XVI. 
- It. 'song' (O)F. chanson, Pr. canso, Sp. 
canci6n :- I .... cantiOnem, f. cGnt-, can ere; see 
CHANT, -ION. Also canzonET kaonzone·t 
short song. XVI. - It. canzonetta, dim. of 
canzone. 

caoutchouc kautJu·k indiarubber. XVIII. 
-F. caoutchouc- Carib cahuchu; in G. 
kautschuk. 

cap k~p close head-covering OE. ; many 
techn. senses from OE. creppe- late L, 
cappa (whence OF. cape, F. chape, Pr., Sp. 
capa), possibly a deriv. of caput head; cf. 
CAPE1• (For the medL. var. ciipa see COPE1.) 

Hence cap vb. put a cap on xv; take off the 
cap XVI; (north. dial.) overtop, excel XIX. 

capable kei·p~bl table to hold; able to be 
affected (by); having capacity. XVI. -F. 
capable- late L. capiibilis, f. capere take (see 
HEAVE), pro b. after capiici-; see next and 
-ABLE. Hence capaBI'LITY. XVI. «][ Among 
derivs. of the same base are: capacious, 
caption, captious, captive, capture; accept, 
concept, except, precept; inception, reception, 
susception; conceiz•e, deceive, perceive, receive; 
conceit, deceit, receipt; anticipate, municipal, 
participate, p1·ecipitate; nuncupation, occupy, 
recuperate; CASE1 ; prince, principal. 

capacious k::~pei·f::~s able to hold or receive 
(so much). XVII. f. L. captici-, capax, f. 
capere take; see HEAVE and -Acrous. So 
capaciTY bpre·siti. xv. -F.- L. 

cap-a-pie krepapi· from head to foot. XVI 
(Berners). -OF. cap a pie (now de pied en 
cap); i.e. cap - Pr. cap head (see CHIEF), a to, 
pie(:- L. pedem FOOT). 

caparison k::~pre·risan trappings of a horse. 
XVI. -F. tcaparasson (mod. -afon)- Sp. 



CAPE 

caparazon saddle-cloth (cf. Pr. caparasso 
hooded cloak, and medL. caparo old 
woman's cloak), f. capa CAPE1• So as vb. 
XVI (Sh.). -F. caparafonner. 

cape1 keip tippet of a cloak XVI; sleeveless 
cloak XVIII. -F. cape-Pr. capa (= (O)F. 
chape) :-late L. cappa (Isidore); see CAP. 

cape2 keip promontory. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
cap- Pr. cap = Sp. cabo :-Rom. *capo, for 
L. caput head (cf. CHIEF). 

capelin kre·palin small smelt-like fish. 
XVII. -F. capelan- Pr. capelan CHAPLAIN. 

caper1 kei·pa.J flower-buds of Capperis 
spinosa xv; the shrub itself XVI. Late ME. 
capres- F. ciipres- L. capparis (whence 
also It. cappero)- Gr. kdpparis. The final 
s, being apprehended as the pl. sign, was 
dropped to form a new sg. (xvi); cf. G. 
kaper, from earlier pl. kappren, cappres. 

caper2 kei·p;u frisky leap. XVI (Greene, 
Sh.). Shortening of CAPRIOLE. Also vb. 
(Sh.). 

capercailzie krep;ukei·lzi, -kei-Iji wood
grouse. XVI (Bellenden). - Gael. capull 
coille ka·pal ko·lje great cock (lit. horse) 
of the wood. The sp. lz, deriving from 
MSc. [J, which repr. the pronunc. lj, has 
influenced the Eng. pronunc., as in Menzies. 

capias kei·pires (leg.) writ authorizing 
arrest. xv. L., 'you are to seize' znd sg. 
pres. subj. of capere take (see HEAVE). 

capillary kapi·lari of hair, hair-like. XVII. 
- L. capillaris, f. capillus hair (prob. deriv. 
of caput HEAD) ; after F. capillaire; see -ARY. 

capital1 kre·pital tpert. to the head XIII 
(AncrR.); affecting the head or life (now in 
capital crime, punishment); (of letters) stand
ing at the head, of the largest size XIV (Trev.) ; 
chiefxv; first-rate XVIII.- (O)F. capital- L. 
capitalis, f. capit-, caput HEAD; see -AL. The 
sense 'punishable by death' rests ult. on L. 
res or causa capitalis, crimen capitate, and 
the like, as also that of 'pre-eminent', 'first
rate'. The sb. uses, 'chief city' (XVII, 
Milton), 'capital fund, accumulated wealth' 
(XVII), derive ult. from medL. capitale (n. of 
adj. used as sb.), but are prob. immed. from 
F. capital. So capitalist kre·pitalist, k<:~pi·t
possessor of capital. XVIII (A. Young). - F. 
capitaliste (a Revolution word of derogatory 
implication); hence capitaliSM. XIX. So 
capitalizE. XIX. -F. capitaliser. 

capitaP kre·pit<:~l head of a column. xrv. 
-OF. capite! (mod. chapiteau)- L. capitel
lum, secondary dim. of caput HEAD. In 
XVI-XVII often capitel(l) after It. capitella; 
the present form in -al is mainly due to 
assocn. with prec. 

capitan kre·pitren chief admiral of the 
Turkish fleet, esp. in capitan (earlier tcap
tain) pasha. XVIII. - Sp. capitan CAPTAIN. 

capitation krepitei· f<:~n charge or payment per 
head. XVII.- F. capitation or late L. capita
tiii(n-), f. capit-, caput HEAD; see -ATION. 

CAPSICUM 

Capitol kre·pit<:~l temple in ancient Rome 
on the Tarpeian hill dedicated to Jupiter. 
XIV (capitolie, -oile). In ME.- OF. capitolie, 
-oile, later assim. to the source, L. Capitii
lium, f. capit-, caput HEAD. 

capitular k<:~pi·tjlll<:~.J (eccl.) pert. to a 
chapter. XVII. - late L. capitularis, f. capi
tulum CHAPTER; cf. F. capitulaire and see -AR. 

capitulate k<:~pi-tjllleit tspecify as under 
heads; tpropose terms, make terms about 
XVI; make terms of surrender xvn. f. pp. of 
medL. capitulare draw up under distinct 
heads, f. capitulum head of a discourse, 
CHAPTER j see -ATE 3• So capitulA•TION. XVI. 
-late L. 

capon kei·p<:~n castrated cock. Late OE. 
capun- AN. capun, var. of (O)F. chapon = 
Pr., Sp. capon, It. cappone :- Rom. *cappone 
(whence OHG. kappo), for L. capii(n-), 
prob. to be referred to a base meaning 'cut' 
( cf. Gr. k6ptein ; see COMMA). 

caponier kreponia•.J (forti£.) covered pas
sage across a ditch. XVII. - Sp. caponera 
(whence F. caponniere) prop. capon-pen 
(see prec.). 

caporal kre·porrel superior kind of tobacco. 
XIX. F., short for tabac de caporal corporal's 
tobacco, so called because superior to tabac 
de soldat private soldier's tobacco; caporal 
is- It. caporale, f. capo head (CHIEF), after 
corporate (f. corpo ), pettorale (f. petto ). 

capot kapo·t winning of all the tricks at 
piquet by one player. XVII. - F. capot, 
perh. f. capoter, dial. form of chapoter 
castrate (cf. CAPON). So capo·t vb. XVII. 
I][ The F. word is the source of G. kaput 
done for. 

capote k<:~pou·t long cloak or mantle; close
fitting hat. xrx. - F. capote rain-cloak, dim. 
of cape CAPE. 

caprice k<:~pri"s sudden unaccountable tum 
of mind XVII ; work of art of lively or sportive 
character XVIII. -F. caprice- It. capriccio 
(dial. capurriccio) orig. horror (the mod. 
sense being due to assoc. with capra goat), 
f. capo head (:- L. caput)+riccio hedgehog 
(:- L. ericeu-s URCHIN), lit. 'head with the 
hair standing on end'. Earlier forms were 
tcapricchio, -iccio (XVII-XIX) and tcaprich, 
based immed. on It. capriccio or Sp. capricho. 
So capriciOus -i·f<:~s. XVI. -F. capricieux 
- It. capriccioso. 

Capricorn kre·prik5.rn zodiacal constellation. 
XIV.- (O)F. Capricorne- L. capricornus, 
f. capr-, caper goat ( = OE. hafr he-goat)+ 
cornu HORN, 'goat-horn', after Gr. aigojkeriis. 

capriole kre·prioulleap, caper. XVI. - F. ca
priole (now cabriole)- It. capriola, f. caprio
lare leap, f. capriolo roebuck :- L. capreolus, 
dim. of caper goat (see prec.). 

capsicum kre·psik<:~m seed-pod of Guinea 
pepper. XVIII. - modL. (Tournefort), perh. 
f. capsa CASE2. 
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CAPSIZE 

capsize krepsai·z upset (on the water). 
XVIII. orig. a sailor's word; earlier form 
capacise, perh. to be referred ult. to Sp. 
capuzar sink (a ship) by the head, perh. 
alteration (by assoc. with cabo head) of 
chapuzar dive, duck :-Rom. *subputeare, 
f. L. sub SVB-+puteus well, PIT. Cf. Box•. 

capstan kre·pstan mechanism for weighing 
the anchor, etc. XIV. - Pr. cabestan, earlier 
cabestran (whence F. cabestan, Sp. cabes
trante, Sp., Pg. cabrestante), f. cabestre 
halter :- L. capistrum, f. capere seize (see 
HEAVE). (There have been many vars., due 
to pop. attempts to interpret the second 
syll., e.g. capstang, -stand, -stall, -stern, 
-storm, -string.) 

capsule kre·psjul membranous envelope; 
dry seed-vessel. XVII. -F. capsule- L. 
capsula, dim. of capsa box, CASE 2 ; see -ULE. 

captain kre·ptin chief, leader ; head officer 
of a company. XIV (Barbour, Wyclif, Ch., 
Gower). ME. capitain -late OF. capitain 
(mod. capitaine), superseding earlier cheve
taigne CHIEFTAIN and chataigne, catanie 
- late L. capitaneus chief, f. capit-, caput 
HEAD; cf. It. capitano, Sp. capitan, which 
may have influenced the F. word. Hence 
ca·ptaincY. XIX. 

caption kre·pf;m (arch.) seizure, arrest XIV; 
tcavilling objection XVII; (orig. U.S.) head
ing, title xvm. - L. captio(n-), f. capt-, 
capere take, seize; see HEAVE, -TION. 

captious kre·pfas catching at faults, fault
finding XIV (Wyclif); ensnaring in argu
ment, sophistical xv. - (O)F. captieux or 
L. captiosus, f. captio deception, fallacious 
argument; see CAPTION, -Ious. 

captivate kre·ptiveit tmake captive, cap
ture; enthrall. XVI. f. pp. stem of late L. 
captivare (after captivate pp. XIV), f. captivus; 
see next and -ATE3

• Finally superseded 
captive vb. XIV (orig. capti·ve, as still in 
Milton). - (O)F. captiver -late L. So 
captive kre·ptiv taken prisoner. XIV. - L. 
captivus, f. capt-, pp. stem of capere take; 
see HEAVE and -IVE. Also sb. So capti·viTY. 
XIV. ca·ptoR\ XVII. - L. ca·ptURE taking 
captive XVI; one captured XVIII. - F. - L.; 
hence as vb. XVIII, superseding tcaptive. 
~ L. captus corr. to OE. hreft prisoner = 
OS., OHG. haft (cf. G. hiiftling), ON. 
haptr, Goth. hafts, (O)Ir. cacht bondmaid, 
W. caeth serf. 

capuchin kre·pufin (C-) Franciscan friar of 
the new order of 1528 XVI; hooded cloak of 
feminine wear XVIII. - F. capuchin (now 
capucin)- It. cappuchino, f. cappuccio hood, 
augm. of cappa CAPE1 ; so named from the 
pointed hood adopted by the order. 

capybara krepiba·ra largest extant rodent, 
Hydrochrerus capybara. xvru. Native 
name of S. America. 

car kii.t wheeled vehicle (of various kinds). 
XIV. ME. carre- AN., ONF. carre :-Rom. 
*carra (whence OHG. karra, G. karre, 
MDu. carre, Du. car), pl. or parallel fern. 

CARBINE 

form of L. carrum n., carrus m. (whence F. 
char, It. carro, etc.; cf. CHARIOT)- OCeltic 
*karrom (*karros), repr. by (O)Ir. carr, OW. 
carr (W. car), rei. to L. currus chariot. 

carabineer krerabini<I'J mounted soldier 
armed with a carbine. XVII. - F. carabinier, 
f. carabine CARBINE; see -EER1• 

caracal kre·r;:,krel feline animal of N. 
Africa. XVIII. -F. or Sp. caracal- Turk. 
qarahqulaq, f. qarah black+qulak ear. 

caracole kre·r;:,koul half-turn executed by 
a horse. XVII. - F. caracole, f. caracoler 
wheel. 

carafe karre·f glass water-bottle. XVIII. 
-F. carafe- It. carajja, pro b. (through Sp. 
garrafa)- Arab. gharrafa, f. gharafa draw 
water. fJI The word has become CEur. 

carageen kre·ragin kind of seaweed. XIX. 
f. Carragheen, place near Waterford, Ire
land, where it is abundant. 

carambole kre·r;:,mboul CANNON 2• XVIII. 
- Sp. carambola (whence F. carambole red 
ball at billiards), obscure comp. of bola ball 
= (O)F. boule :- L. bulla BULL 2• 

caramel kre'l';:,mel sugar melted and 
browned. XVIII. - F. caramel- Sp. cara
melo, of unkn. origin. 

carapace kre·rapeis body-shell of tortoises, 
etc. xrx. - F. carapace- Sp. carapacho, of 
unkn. origin. 

carat kre·rat measure of weight for pre
cious stones ; measure of -l4 used in stating 
the fineness of gold. XVI. - F. camt- It. 
carato- Arab. qirtit weight of 4 grains (cf. 
Sp., Pg. quilate, Pg. quirate)- Gr. kerdtion 
fruit of the carob, f. keras horn.~ The word 
has become CEur. 

caravan k~·ravren, kreravre·n company 
travelling through the desert ; fleet of ships 
XVI; covered carriage or cart XVII. Mainly 
-F. caravane- Pers. karwan (latinized car
vana, caravanna XII-XIII); but some early 
forms (e.g. carouan) repr. the Pers. directly. 
So carava ·nserai -s;:,rai Eastern inn. xvr. 
ult. - Pers. karwtinsarai (sarai and sara 
palace, inn), but the various early forms 
repr. more or less closely F. caravanserai, 
-serail, tcar(a)vansera, Pg. caravanfara. 

caravel see CARVEL. 

caraway kre·r;:,wei 'seed' of the umbelli
ferous plant Carum Carui. XIV. The form 
corr. most closely to OSp. al/carahueya 
(mod. alcaravea) = Pg. alcaravia -Arab. 
alkar(a)wiya (see AL- 2); medL., F., It., Sp. 
carvi is repr. by Sc. carvy; the ult. source 
may be Gr. kdron, kdreon (L. carum, careum) 
cummin. 

carbine ka·.tbain kind of fire-arm. xvn. 
Earlier carabine - F. carabine ; in It., Sp., 
Pg. carabina; orig. the weapon of the 
tcarabin (-F.) mounted musketeer. 
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CARBOLIC 

carbolic kii.Jba·lik a powerfully antiseptic 
acid, phenol or phenyl alcohol. XIX, f. 
CARBION+·OL+Ic. 

carbon ka·~ban (chem.) non-metallic ele
ment. XVIII. -F. carbone (de Morveau, 
1787), f. L. carbo(n-) coal, charcoal, prob. f. 
base *'qar- heat, fire. Hence carboDA·cEous. 
XVIII. ca·rbonate. XVIII. -F. carbonate 
(de Morveau, 1787)- modL. carb6niitum; 
see -ATE1• carboniC ka~ba·nik. XVIII. 

carbonado kii.tb:mei·dou piece of meat 
scored and grilled. XVI. - Sp. carbonada 
(see -ADO), f. carbon coal, CARBON. Hence 
as vb. score, slash. XVI (Nashe, Sh.). 

Carbonari kii.tbona·ri secret society of 
Italian republicans. XIX (Byron). It., pl. of 
carbonaro collier, charcoal-burner, f. carbone 
coal :- L. carbo CARBON ; the name was 
arbitrarily chosen by the members. 

carboy kii·.Iboi large wicker-covered bottle 
for chemicals. XVIII. ult.- Pers. qar(r)iibah 
large flagon. 

carbuncle kii·~bAI)kl fiery-coloured pre
cious stone XIII; inflammatory tumour XVI. 
The early forms present several types- OF. 
charbucle, -buncle, carboucle, -buncle (now 
rep!. by escarboucle) = Pr., Sp. carbuncle, 
It. carbonchio :- L. carbunculus small coal, 
carbuncle stone, red tumour, dim. of carbo 
coal (cf. CARBON); assim. to the orig. L. 
determined the final form. 

carburet ka·~bjUret (chem.) compound of 
carbon with another element. XVIII. Super
seded earlier tcarbure- F. carbure (1795), 
f. L. carbo CARBON; see -URET; in turn 
superseded by ca·rbiDE. XIX. Survives in 
ca·rburetted adj., whence ca·rburettoR1• 

carcajou ka·~k:Jd3u wolverine. XVIII 
(Goldsmith). -F. carcajou- some native 
name not identified. 

carcanet ka·~k;met ornamental collar. XVI. 
f. tcarcan (XVI)- F. carcan (earlier tquercant, 
tcharchant) = Pr. carcan, medL. carcan
num, It. carcame- Germ. *'querkbann (cf. 
ON. kverkband string of a cap going below 
the chin, f. kverk angle below the chin, pl. 
throat+band BAND 2); see -ET. Revived in 
XIX by archaistic writers (Moore, Scott). 

carcase, carcass ka·~k:Js (dead) body of 
man or beast (XIV), XVI; spherical shell or 
bomb XVII. The present forms are immed. 
-F. carcasse (XVI), whence pro b. It. carcassa, 
Sp. carcasa. They were preceded by the 
type carcays, -as, carkeis, -ois (XIV), which 
survived till XVII (e.g. carkeis in A.V. Judges 
xiv 8) and is prop. a distinct word- AN. 
carcois = OF. charcois (still dial.); AL. 
forms are carcasium, -osium, -oisum, in Sc. 
use carcagium (all xm). The ult. origin of 
the several forms is unkn. The sp. carcase 
may be due to CASE 2, which was applied to 
the body or its skin XVI-XVII. 

carcinoma ka.Isinou·m:J cancer. XVIII. 
- L.,- Gr. karkinoma (-mat-), f. karkinos 

CARE 

crab; cf. CANCER. So carcino·matous. 
XVII. 

card1 ka~d implement orig. consisting of 
teasel heads set in a frame, for raising the 
nap on cloth; toothed instrument for comb
ing out fibre. xv. - (O)F. carde- Pr. carda, 
f. cardar tease, comb :- popL. *'caritiire, f. 
L. car(r)ere card (cf. caritor carder, carmen 
wool-card, carminiire card). So card vb. 
XIV (PPI.). - (O)F. carder- Pr. cardar. 

card 2 kii1d piece of pasteboard xv; tmap, 
chart XVI. -(with unexpl. d) (O)F. carte 
- L. charta papyrus leaf, paper (whence F. 
charte CHART) - Gr. khdrtes leaf of papyrus, 
metal plate, written work, supposed to be of 
Egyptian origin. The earliest use in Eng. 
(as in F.) is of playing-cards; there are many 
fig. phrases arising from this use, of which 
sure card (xvi) in the sense of 'a person 
whose agency will ensure success' may be 
the source of the slang use of card for an 
eccentric, unusual, etc., person (XIX). 

cardamom ka·.Id:Jm:Jm spice used medi
cinally and as a flavouring. xv. - (O)F. 
cardamome or L. cardamomum - Gr. kar
ddmomon, f. kdrdamon cress + dm6mon 
Indian spice. 

cardiac ka·~direk pert. to the heart. xvu. 
-F. cardiaqueor L. cardiacus- Gr. kardiakos, 
f. kardiii HEART; see -AC. 

cardigan kii·.Idig:Jn woollen over-waistcoat. 
XIX. Named after James Thomas Brudenell, 
seventh earl of Cardigan, who led the famous 
charge of the Light Brigade in the Crimean 
war, 1854. 

cardinal ka·~din:Jl chief, principal. XIII, 
- (O)F. cardinal or L. cardiniilis, f. cardin-, 
cardo hinge ; in Eng. first applied to the 
four virtues of justice, fortitude, temperance, 
prudence (XIII, Cursor M.), on which con
duct 'hinges', later to the chief winds (the 
earliest use in L.), and to numbers)( ordinal 
(from Priscian); see -AL1• So ca·rdinal sb, 
any of the seventy princes (cardinal bishops, 
priests, and deacons) of the Roman Church 
that constitute the Pope's council or the 
Sacred College. XII (Peterborough Chron.). 
- (O)F.- medL.; ecclL. cardinalis was orig. 
of wider application, designating clergy 
attached to their particular church in a 
stable relation, as a door to a building by 
its hinges. 

cardio- kii•.tdiou, -diOJ· comb. form of Gr. 
kardlii HEART, as in ca·rdiograph, cardio·
meter. 

cardoon kaJdii·n plant allied to the arti
choke. XVII. -F. cardon, f. carde edible 
part of the artichoke- modPr. cardo :
Rom. *'carda, for L. cardus, carduus thistle, 
artichoke (rei. to car(r)ere; see CARD1); see 
-OON, 

care kE;u tgrief; burdened state of mind; 
serious attention OE.; charge, oversight XIV; 
object of concern XVI. OE. caru (cearu) = 
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CAREEN 

OS. kara, OHG. chara grief, lament, ON. 
kr;r (gen. karar) bed of sickness, Goth. kara 
:- CGerm. *'karo; the IE. base *'gar- is 
repr. by Gr. gerus voice, L. garrire (see 
GARRULOUS), Oir. gtiir, gairm, Gael. gair, 
gairm (cf. OE. cearm CHARM2 and SLOGAN), 
W. gawr cry. So care vb. tgrieve, be 
troubled OE; take thought for XIII· have 
affection or liking for xvr. OE. ca;ian = 
OS. karon, OHG. charon, -en, Goth. karon 
:- CGerm. (exc. ON.) *'karojan, -:Ejan; 
m later uses re-formed on the sb. Hence 
ca·reful. OE. earful; see -FUL1• Cf. CHARY. 

careen kari·n position of a ship heeled 
over. XVI. -F. carene, tcarine- It. carena 
(whence also Sp. carena, Pg. querena), dial. 
(prob. Genoese) repr. of L. carina keel, also 
nutshell, rei. to Gr. kdruon nut, Skr. kdrakas 
coco-nut, water-vessel made of a nutshell. 
Hence caree·n vb. XVI (F. carener is later). 

career karia·.r tracecourse; tgallop at full 
speed; course (of action) XVI; (a re-adoption 
from F.) course of life or employment XIX. 
-F. carriere- It. carriera- Pr. carreira 
( = Sp. carrera, Pg. carreira) :- Rom. *'car
rtiria (sc. via) carriage-road, road (whence 
OF. charriere road, way), f. carrus CAR. 
Hence caree·r vb. XVI. caree·risT. xx. 
-F. carrieriste. 

caress kare·s fondling action. XVII. -F. 
caresse- It. carezza :-Rom. *'ctiritia, f. 
ctirus dear; see CHARITY, -ESs 1• Hence, or 
- F. caresser- It. carezzare, care·ss vb. 
XVII, 

caret kre·rit mark indicating omission. 
XVII. L., 3rd sg. pres. ind. of carere be 
without, taken to mean 'is lacking'. 

carfax kii·.rfreks place where four roads 
meet, esp. as a proper name. XIV. -AN. 
carfuks (XIV), for *'carrefurkes = OF. carre
furc-s (mod. carrefour), Pr. carreforc-s :
popL. *'quadrifurcu-s, f. quadri- comb. form 
of quatuor FOUR+ /urea FORK. 

cargo kii·Jgou ship-load. XVII. - Sp. cargo 
(also carga), corr. to (O)F. charge load, Pr. 
care (carga), It. carico (carica), medL. 
carricum (carrica), f. Rom. *'carrictire 
CHARGE. 

Carib kre·rib name of (i) a native race of 
the southern West Indies, (ii) a large group 
of West Indian languages. XVI. - Sp. 
caribe; according to Oviedo, 'His to ria 
General' II viii, caribe means 'brave and 
daring'; formerly often synon. with CANNI
BAL. 

caribou kreribii· N. Amer. reindeer. XVIII. 
- Canadian F. caribou, presumably from a 
N. Amer. Indian dialect. 

caricature kre·rikatfual grotesque repre
sentation in which characteristic features 
are exaggerated. XVIII. -F. caricature- It. 
caricatura, f. caricare load, burden, exag
gerate (see CHARGE). The It. form was 
formerly in use (XVII-XIX), So vb. XVIII. 

CARMAGNOLE 

caries kt~·riiz (med.) decay of bones, etc. 
XVII. L., rottenness, decay', perh. f. a base 
*'kr- ker- ravage, ruin (in Skr., Ir., and Gr.). 
So ca·rious decayed. XVI. - L. cariosus. 

carillon kari-Ijan (tune played on) a set 
of bells. XVIII. -F. carillon (tquarellon 
XIV), alteration of OF. car(e)ignon, quar
regnon :- Rom. *'quatrinio(n-) peal of four 
bells, alteration of quaternio (see QUATER
NION) after late L. trinio number three, f. 
trinus TRINE, whence Pr. trinho, dial. trilho. 

carina karai·na (nat. hist.) keel-like struc
ture. XVIII. L. 'keel'; cf. CAREEN, 

cark kiilk tcharge, burden XIII (Cursor 
M.); load of trouble XIV. -AN. karke, repr. 
northern var. of OF. carche, charche, f. 
carchier, charchier (:-Rom. *'carca1·e, for 
*'carrictire CHARGE), the corr. var. of which, 
carkier, appears in cark vb. (XIII), now sur
viving mainly in arch. phr. carking (i.e. dis
tressing, grieving) care. 

carl kiiJl churl XIII (Cursor M.); (later) 
fellow. -ON. karl man, male, freeman, 
man of the people (found in late OE. only 
in comps., viz. hfiscarl man of the king's 
bodyguard, carlman man, male, carlfugol 
male bird, all- ON.) = OHG. charal, karl, 
beside charlo :-Germ. *karlaz, *karlon; as 
a proper name the Germ. word was latinized 
as Carolus, whence F. (and Eng.) Charles. 
Another grade of the base is repr. by CHURL. 
Hence carl hemp female hemp. XVI. f. CARL 
in the sense of 'male', the name being ap
plied to the robuster and coarser plant, 
which is now known to be the female (the 
popular error was pointed out by Ray and 
Linnreus). 

carlinet, -ing1 kii•J!in, -il) (dial.) old woman. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. kerling -ON. 
kerling, fern. of karl CARL ( -ing= -EN1). 

carline2 ka·J!in genus of composite plants, 
allied to thistles. XVI. - F. carline = Sp., 
It. carlina, medL. carlina, perh. alteration 
of cardina (f. L. cardo thistle) by assoc. with 
Carolus Charles, it being said that Charle
magne received a revelation of the plant's 
efficacy (it was used as a sudorific). 

carling2 ka•Jlil) (naut.) timbers lying fore 
and aft under the deck of a ship. XIV. 
- 0)l'. kerling CARLINE'. 

Carlist ka·J!ist Spanish legitimist. XIX. 
-F. carliste- Sp. carlista, f. name of Don 
Carlos, second son of Carlos IV, regarded 
as the legitimate successor of Fernando VII 
(d. 1833); see -!ST. 

Carlovingian kiiJlovi·nd3ian pert. to the 
French dynasty founded by Charlemagne 
(Carolus Magnus). XVIII (Gibbon). -F. 
carlovingien, f. Karl Charles (see CARL) after 
merovingien MEROVINGIAN; largely super
seded by Carolingian (XIX) krerali•nd3ian, 
a re-formation on Carolus Charles. 

carmagnole ka.rmrenjou·l song and dance 
popular among French revolutionists; 



CARMELITE 

revolutionist soldier. XVIII (Burns, applying 
it to Satan). - F. carmagnole orig. jacket 
which became popular during the first 
Revolution in France, prob. from name of 
a town in Piedmont, Carmagnola, which was 
occupied by the Revolutionists in 1792. 

Carmelite kii·lm.:Jiait one of an order of 
mendicant friars originating from Mount 
Carmel, a White Friar. xv. -F. carmelite 
or medL. carmelita (cf. late L. Carmelites 
inhabitant of Mount Carmel, Vulg.). 

carminative kii•Jmin.:Jtiv expelling flatu
lence. xv. - (O)F. carminatif, -ive, or medL. 
carmintitivus, f. carmintit-, carmintire CHARM, 
(hence) heal, or card wool, (hence) purify; 
see -ATE 3, -IVE. 

carmine kii•Jmain crimson pigment ob
tained from cochineal. XVIII. - (O)F. 
carmin or medL. carminium, perh. conflation 
of carmesinum (see CRIMSON) and minium 
cinnabar. 

carnac kii•Jnrek elephant-driver. XVIII. 
-F. cornac, Pg. cornaca, perh.- Sinhalese 
*kurawanayaka (cf. the form cournakeas, 
reported by a Du. traveller XVII) elephant
tamer. 

carnage kii·lnid3 great slaughter. XVI 
(Holland). -F. carnage- It. carnaggio (cf. 
Pr. carnatge heap of slain) :- medL. carnti
ticum, f. L. earn-, caro flesh ; see -AGE. 

carnal kii·Jn.:Jl tbodily; fleshly; secular 
xv; not spiritual XVI. - ChrL. carnt'ilis 
(Tertullian), f. earn-, caro flesh, prop. piece 
of flesh such as was distributed at sacrifices 
and warriors' feasts, f. *kar-, as in Umbrian 
karu, Oscan carneis (g.) part, Gr. kelrein 
cut. Carntilis tr. Gr. sdrkinos (f. sark-, sdrx 
flesh); see -AL 1 and cf. cHARNEL. So carna·l
lTY. XIV. - ChrL. carntilittis (Augustine). 

carnation1 kiilnei·J:m flesh-colour, flesh 
tints ; rosy pink or crimson, as of the carna
tion. XVI. -F. carnation- It. carnagione 
- late L. carntitio(n-) fleshiness, corpulence, 
f. earn-, caro flesh; see prec. and -ATION. 

carnation• kiilnei·J;m clove-pink, Dianthus 
Caryophyllus. XVI (Lyte). In early use 
varying with coronation. 

carnival kii•miv.:Jl season of revelry im
mediately preceding Lent. XVI (carnoval, 
later -aval, -iva!). - It. carne-, carnovale 
(whence F. carnaval), with dial. vars. carne
levare, karlevd- medL. carnelevtimen, -levti
rium Shrovetide, f. L. earn-, caro flesh (see 
CARNAL)+levtire lighten, raise (cf. LIGHT 2); 

lit. 'cessation of flesh-eating' (for the same 
notion cf. synon. It. carnelasciare, dial. 
t carlassare, Rum. ldsar de carne, medL, 
carnemlaxtire, and Cat. carnes toltes, Sp. 
carnes tolendas). 

carnivorous kiilni•V.:Jf;JS flesh-eating. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). f. L. carnivorus (the 
modL. n. pl. Carnivora is the name of an 
order of mammals), f. carni-, caro flesh; see 
CARNAL, -VOROVS, 

CARP 

carob kre·r<>b (fruit of) the leguminous tree 
Ceratonia siliqua. XVI (Turner). -F. 
tcar(r)obe (mod. caroube), superseding 
0 F. carouge :- medL. carriibia, -ium -Arab. 
kharruba, whence also Sp. (al)garroba, Pg. 
alfarroba, It. carruba, G. karobe, -ube. 

carol kre•r.:Jl tring-dance accompanied by 
song XIII (Cursor M.); tthe song itself XIV; 
hymn of joy for Christmas, etc. XVI. -OF. 
carole (surviving dial. in senses '(round) 
dance', 'dance-song', 'merrymaking') = Pr. 
carola, corola (whence It. carola), of doubt
ful origin ; the prevalenc:e of old and mod. 
dial. forms with cor- seems to point to a 
Rom. sb. *choreola, f. L. chorus (see CHORUS) 
or to a vb. *choraultire, f. L. choraules (Gr. 
khoraules) one who accompanies a dance on 
the flute; but the gen. sense of 'ring, circle' 
of OF. carole and medL. carola, recorded 
also for ME., may indicate a wider sense, 
of which 'round-dance' was a particular 
application, and therefore some entirely 
different source. So ca·rol vb. tdance in 
a ring xm (Cursor M.); sing XIV. I][ The 
W. and Bret. forms are from Eng. and F. 
respectively. 

Caroline kre·r<~lain pert. to Charles. XVII. 
- med. or modL. Carolinus, f. Carolus; see 
CARL, -INE1• Also sb. name of certain coins 
(xvr); cf. medL. carlinus, F. carlin, It. 
carlino, G. karolin. 

Carolingian see CARLOVINGIAN. 

carolus kre·r<~las gold coin bearing 'Carolus' 
as the monarch's name, e.g. of Charles VIII 
of France, Charles I of England. XVI. 
- Carolus; see CARL. 

carom kre·r<~m XVIII. See CANNON2• 

carotid k<~rn·tid (anat.) name of the two 
great arteries supplying blood to the head. 
xvn. -F. carotide or modL. carotides- Gr. 
karotldes, pl. of karotis, f. karoun stupefy; 
so named (as stated by Galen) because com
pression of these arteries produces stupor. 

carouse brau·z drinking a bumper; full 
draught XVI; drinking-bout XVII. From the 
phr. drink or quaff carouse (xvr), repr. G. 
garaus trinken drink completely (lit. 'quite 
out'; cf. the similarly used phr. tall out; 
Rabelais has voire (i.e. boire) carous et alluz); 
cf. F. tcarrousse.' So carou·se vb. XVI; cf. 
F. tcarrousser. (The formgarouse is found in 
Eng. XVI.) Aphetic ROUSE 2

• Hence carou·sal. 
xvm (Sterne); see -AL2 ; a superfluous 
formation. 

carp1 k1ilp ttalk, speak XIII ; tsing, recite 
xv; talk censoriously XVI. In its earlier 
history mainly a poetic word of the Scandi
navianized areas. -ON. karpa brag, with 
generalization of sense ; in the mod. sense, 
dating from XVI, either infl. by, or a new 
formation on, L. carpere pluck (see HARVEST), 
fig. slander, calumniate. 

carp2 kiilp freshwater fish, Cyprinus 
carpio. XIV. - (O)F. carpe - Pr. carpa 
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CARPAL 

( = Sp., Pg. carpa) or the common source 
late L. carpa, given by Cassiodorus (vi) 
as the name of a fish of the Danube; perh. 
of Germ. origin (cf. (M)LG. karpe, (M)Du. 
karper, OHG. karpjo, G. karpjen, ON. karji). 
tjf Not IE., but the word has become wide
spread in Europe, and there has been much 
interadoption. 

carpal ka·.rp;Jl (anat.) pert. to the wrist. 
XVIII. - modL. carpiilis, f. carpus (used in 
Eng. from XVII)- Gr. karp6s wrist, f. IE. 
*kwrp- *kwerp- be mobile, whence Genn. 
"'xweroan (cf. WHIRL); see -AL1

• 

carpel ka·.rp;J! (bot.) division of a com
pound pistil or fruit. XIX. - F. carpelle or 
modL. carpellum (DunaJ, 1817), f. Gr. 
karp6s fruit (cf. HARVEST); see -EL. 

carpenter ka·.rpint;J.I artificer in wood. 
XIV. -AN. carpenter, OF. carpentier, (also 
mod.) charpentier = Pr. Carpentier (whence 
Sp. carpintero, It. carpentiere) :- late L. 
carpentiiriu-s (sc. artijex) carriage-maker, f. 
carpentum two-wheeled carriage, like carrus 
CAR, of Gaulish origin (cf. carpentis Gallicis, 
Livy XXXI xxi), beside OCeltic *carpentos 
(whence (O)Ir. carpat, Gael. carbad, W. 
cerbyd chariot); see -ER2• So ca·rpentRY. 
XIV (PPI.). -AN. carpentrie = (O)F. char
penterie, f. charpentier, after late L. carpen
taria (sc. fabrica) carriage-maker's work
shop. 

carpet ka·.rpit tthick fabric for covering 
tables, etc. XIV; (piece of) fabric for covering 
a floor or stairs xv. -OF. carpite or medL. 
carpita - It. tcarpita woollen counterpane, 
corr. to (O)F. charpie lint, sb. use of pp. of 
charpir = Sp. carpir scratch, It. carpire 
snatch, tear :- Rom. *empire, for L. carpere 
pluck, pull to pieces (see HARVEST). tjf F. 
carpette is from Eng. 

carpo- ka·.rpou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
karpos fruit (see HARVEST). XIX. tjf As a 
terminal el. in endocarp, mesocmp, pericmp. 

carrack kre-r;Jk (hist.) large ship of burden. 
XIV (can·yk, Ch.). - (O)F. caraque, prob. 
(like It. caracca)- Sp. carraca- Arab. 
qariiqir, pl. of qurqur merchant ship. 

carraway var. of CARAWAY. 
carrel k::e·r;Jl study in a monastic cloister. 
xv (used hist. XVIII-XIX and more recently 
revived for a study in a library). -OF. 
carole, medL. carola, of unkn. origin. 

carriage k::e·rid3 conveyance, transport XIV 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible); tbaggage, luggage XIV 
(Barbour, Trevisa); means of conveyance, 
vehicle xv ; manner of carrying oneself,. 
bearing, deportment XVI (Sh.). - ONF. 
cariage, f. carier CARRY ; see -AGE. 

carriole k::e·rioul small carriage, light cart.; 
Canadian sledge. XIX. -F. carriole- It. 
carriuola (whence Sp. carriola), f. carro CAR. 

carrion kre·ri;Jn tcorpse; dead putrefying 
flesh. XIII. ME. charoine (AncrR.), caroyne 

CARTHUSIAN 

(RGlouc.), -oigne (Cursor M.)- AN., ONF. 
caroine, -oigne, OF. charoigne (mod. charo
gne) = Pr. caronha, Sp. carroiia, It. carogna 
:-Rom. *caronia, f. L. caro flesh (cf. 
CA&."'AGE) ; antecedents of the present form 
appear XIV (carion), alongside careyne, caren, 
later carren (xvi-XVII); their development 
is obscure. 

carronade k::er;Jnei·d short piece of ord
nance. XVIII. f. Carron, near Falkirk, Scot
land, famous for a large iron foundry, where 
it was first cast+-ADE, prob. by assoc. with 
cannonade or grenade. 

carrot k::e·r;Jt (edible root of) the umbelli
ferous plant Daucus Carota. XVI. - (O)F. 
carotte - L. carota - Gr. karot6n. 

carry kre-ri bear or take from place to 
place, transport; convey while bearing up; 
support, sustain, bear. XIV (R. Mannyng, 
PPI., Wyclif). -AN., ONF. carier, var. of 
charier (mod. charrier cart, drag), corr. to Pr. 
carrejar, f. car CAR+-ier, -eier (:- *-idiiire). 
Hence ca·rrier XIV (veyne . . carier of blade 
Trevisa); see -ER1• 

cart ka.rt tcarriage XIII (Orm); strong 
two-wheeled vehicle XIII; light sprung two
wheeled vehicle XIX. ME. carte (disyll.; 
so, e.g., in Chaucer and Gower), in Ormu
lum karrte, and cart, kart; (i) partly meta
thetic repr. of OE. cr:;et carriage, chariot, 
(once, late) cert; in comps. cr:;et- (e.g. 
cr:;etw:;egn) and crmte- (e.g. cr:;etehors 'vere
dus'); cf. ME. cartelode (Havelok), carte 
weie (Gower), cart( e) wheel (Ch.); (ii) partly 
- cogn. ON. kartr cart; and pro b. infl. by 
AN., ONF. carete (mod. charrette cart) dim. 
of car, char CAR. q Whether OE. cr:;et is 
immed. or ult. connected with Germ. words 
cited S.VV. CRADLE, CRATE is doubtful. 

carte ka.rt var. sp. of QUARTE. xvm (cart). 
carte blanche kart(d) blanf blank paper 
to be filled in at one's discretion; full dis
cretionary power. XVIII. F. (formerly 
charte blanche) 'blank paper'. carte de 
visite d;J vizi·t 'visiting card', small photo
graphic portrait. XIX (patented 1854). 

cartel ka· .rt;J! written challenge XVI; written 
agreement as to exchange of prisoners XVII ; 
after G. kartell, combination for business 
or political purposes xx. -F. cartel- It. 
cartello placard, challenge, dim. of carta 
paper, letter (cf. CHART); see -EL. tjf Now a 
CEur. word. 

Cartesian kii.rti·3i;Jn, -zi;Jn. xvu. - modL. 
Cartesiiinus, f. Cartesius, latinized form of 
the surname of Rene Descartes, French 
philosopher and mathematician (1596-
I65o); see -IAN. 

Carthusian ka.rpju·zi;Jn one of an order of 
monks founded by St. Bruno in 1084. XVI. 
- medL. Carthusiiinus, f. Cart(h)llsia Char
treuse, near Grenoble, France (cf. CHAR
TREUSE). The earlier form of the place-name 
was Charteuse, whence ME. Chart(h)ous 
(XIV); the altered form Chartreuse, AN. 



CARTILAGE 

Chartrous, was adopted in later ME. and, 
by assim. to HOUSE\ became Charterhouse 
(i) Carthusian monastery XVI, (ii) hospital 
founded r6rr on the site of the C. monastery 
in London, which became one of the fore
most public schools. Cf. MLG. Karthuiser, 
-euser, MHG. Kartiiser (G. Kartiiuser) 
occas. Eng. tCartusier (xvn). See -IAN. 

cartilage kii•Jtllid3 (anat.) firm elastic 
tissue. XVI. -F. cartilage- L. cartiliigo 
(-agin-), prob. rel. to cratis wicker-work. So 
cartilaginous -re·d3in;Js. XVI. - (O)F. or 
L. (-osus). 

cartography kiiJto·grofi map-making. XIX. 
-F. cartographie, f. carte map - L. charta 
CHART; see -0-, -GRAPH:Y. 

carton kii•Jton white disk within the bull's
eye of a target XIX ; pasteboard container xx. 
- F. carton pasteboard, cardboard, f. carte 
CARD 2 +augm. -on. 

cartoon kiiltfrn drawing made as a design 
for a painting xvn (Evelyn); illustration in 
a periodical as a comment on current events 
XIX. -F. carton- It. cartone, augm. of 
carta paper (cf. CHART); see -OON, 

cartouche kiiltu· J cartridge ; ( archit.) cor
bel, tablet, etc. XVII. -F. cartouche cornet 
of paper, cartridge - It. cartoccio, f. carta 
paper (cf. CHART). 

cartridge kii·Jtrid3 case containing a 
charge of powder for fire-arms. XVI. 
Earliest forms cartage, cartrage, later car
truce, cartrouche, -edge, -idge; alteration of 
prec., but actually recorded earlier. 

cartulary, chartulary kii·Jt-, tfii·Jtjulori 
(hist.) place where records are kept; col
lection or register of records. xvr. - medL. 
c(h)artularium, f. c(h)artula, dim. of c(h)arta 
paper; see CHART, CHARTER, and -ARY. Cf. 
(O)F. cartulaire. 

carucate kre·rlukeit (hist.) as much land 
as can be tilled with one plough in one year. 
xv. - medL. car(r)iicata, f. car(r)iica orig. 
coach, chariot, in Gaul early applied to the 
wheel-plough, rei. to carrus CAR; see -ATE1 • 

caruncle kre·rAIJkl (anat., etc.) fleshy ex
crescence. XVII. -F. tcaruncle (mod. 
caroncule)- L. caruncula, dim. of caro flesh. 

carve kiiJv tcut; cut artistically or orna
mentally OE. ; cut up meat at table XIII. 
OE. ceorfan pt. cearj, cur/on, pp. corfen = 
OFris. kerva, (M)Du. kerven, MHG. kerben 
:- WGerm. *kerfan, pt. *karj, *kuroum, pp. 
*'kuroan-; other grades of the base appear 
in Sw. karfwa, Da. karve, Ice!. kyrfa; prob. 
cogn. with Gr. grdphein write, orig. scratch, 
engrave (cf. WRITE). The weak conjugation 
is found as early as xv; a new analogical pp. 
carven (XVI) survives arch. The norn1al 
repr. of OE. ceorfan would be *'charve, but 
initial k had established itself by c. 1200 in 
the pres. stem through the infl. of other 
parts of the vb. or of the Scand. forms. 

carvel ka·1vol, caravel kre·r;Jvol light 

CASEMATE 

fast ship, esp. of Spain and Portugal. xv. 
- OF. carvelle- Pg. caravela (whence also 
F. caravelle, Sp. carabela, It. cara·vella), 
dim. ofPg. caravo :-late L. carabus (Isidore), 
- Gr. kdrabos horned beetle, crayfish, light 
ship. The later form caravel (xvi) is due to 
F. caravelle or It. car avella. 

caryatid krerire·tid (archit.) orig. and usu. 
pl. female figure used as a column. XVI, 
-F. cariatide- It. cariatide, or their source, 
L. caryatides (Vitruvius)- Gr. karudtides 
(pl.) priestesses of Artemis at Karuai (Ca
ryre) in Laconia (Karuatis was an epithet 
of Artemis). 

caryophyllaceous kre :riofilei· Jios (bot.) 
pert. to the family Caryophyllacere. XIX 
(earlier -PhY'lleous xvm, after F. -phyllee). 
f. modL. caryophyllus- Gr. karu6phullon 
clove-pink; see -AcEous. 

caryopsis krerio·psis pl. -ides (bot.) small 
one-seeded dry indehiscent fruit. XIX. 
modL., f. Gr. kdruon nut+6psis appearance 
(cf. OPTIC). 

cascabel kre·skobel knob at the rear end 
of a cannon. xvn. - Sp. cascabel- Cat. 
(Pr.) cascavel :- medL. cascabellu-s little 
bell, of unkn. origin. 

cascade kreskei·d waterfall. XVII (Evelyn). 
- F. cascade - It. cascata, f. cascare fall :
Rom. *casicare, f. L. casus fall; see CASE', 
-ADE. Hence vb. XVIII. 

cascara kre·skoro (pop. pron. kreskii·ro in 
casca·ra sagra·da 'sacred bark', a laxative 
drug) bark canoe in Sp. America. XIX. Sp., 
'rind', 'peel', f. cascar crack, burst:- Rom. 
*quassicare, f. L. quassare, intensive f. quass-, 
quatere shake (cf. CONCUSSION). 

case1 keis tevent, chance; instance, ex
ample XIII ; state, condition XIV; (gram.) 
inflexional form of noun, adjective, pronoun 
XIV; (leg.) state of the facts, cause, suit XIV. 
ME. cas, caas- (O)F. cas- L. casus fall, 
chance, occasion, misfortune, (tr. Gr. nTwu<s 
lit. fall) grammatical case, f. base of cadere 
fall, rei. to Skr. fad fall away. Case of 
conscience (xvi), F. cas de conscience, medL. 
casus conscientire, so called because involv
ing the particular application of ethics to 
circumstances. (j[ From the same base are 
derived cadence, cadenza, decadent ; occasion ; 
accident, incident, occident; deciduous. 

case 2 keis receptacle, holder XIII (Cursor 
M.); protective covering XIV; chest; frame 
xvr, as in staircase (xvn). ME. case, caas, 
cass- OF. casse, dial. var. of chasse (mod. 
chasse reliquary, frame) = Pr. caisa, It. 
cassa :- L. capsa box, bookcase, f. base of 
capere hold (see HEAVE). 

casein kei·siin (chem.) proteid constituent 
of milk. XIX. f. L. caseus CHEESE; see -IN. 

casemate kei·smeit vaulted chamber in 
the ramparts of a fortress. XVI (casamate). 
Orig. - It. casamatta or Sp. casamata; later 
assim. to F. casemate, which is itself- It., 
as are also G. kasematte, Du. kazemat. The 
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CASEMENT 

earlier form of the It. word is camata, which 
is perh.- Gr. khdsma, pl. khdsmata gap, 
CHASM (cf. Rabelais' form tchasmate); the 
word was presumably remodelled on It. casa 
house. 

casement kei"sment (archit.) hollow 
moulding, cavetto xv (Lydg.); window 
frame opening on hinges XVI (caze-, -mund). 
f. unidentified el.+-MENT. tJ1 No connexion 
can be made out with medL. ciisamentum 
(i) fee, property, (ii) tenement, dwelling, or 
OF. casement, chasement holding, property, 
or It. casamento large house, house divided 
into flats. 

caseous kei·si;:~s of cheese. XVII. f. L. 
caseus CHEESE+-ous. 

cash1 kreJ tmoney-box; money. XVI 
(Nashe, Sh.). -F. tcasse, or its source 
It. cassa :- L. capsa CASE2

• 

cash2 kreJ name for various Eastern coins 
of low value. XVI. ult. - Pg. tcaxa, caixa 
- Tamil kdsu :- Skr. karsha weight of silver 
or gold equal to 4 ~ 0 of a tula. 

cashew kre•Jii, kieJii· large W. Indian tree, 
Anacardium occidentale. XVIII (Dampier). 
- Pg. caju, var. of acaju (whence F. acajou 
mahogany)- Tupi caju, acaju. 

cashier1 kreJi;:~·.I one who pays out and 
receives money. XVI (Nashe). - Du. cassier, 
or its source, F. caissier, f. caisse CASH1 ; see 
-IER. 

cashier• kieJia·.I disband (troops); dismiss 
from office. XVI. Early fonns casseer, 
casseir, -ier- early Flem. kasseren disband 
(soldiers), revoke (a will)- F. casser break, 
dismiss, rescind = It. cassare cancel :- L. 
quassdre QUASH. Its currency was prob. 
orig. due to the Netherlands campaign of 
IS8s. 

cashmere krefmi<~·.I (in full Ca·shmere 
shawl), shawl made of fine wool obtained 
from the Cashmere goat; the material itself. 
XIX. Cashmere (Kashmir) name of a pro
vince in the W. Himalayas. Cf. CASSI-
111ERE. 

casino k;:~si·nou public room for social 
meetings. XVIII (Mrs. Piozzi). - It. casino, 
dim. of casa house :- L. casa cottage (prob. 
f. base *'kat- cover, protect, as in cassis 
helmet, castrum fort). 

cask kllsk hooped wooden vessel formed 
of curved staves; tcasket, case; thelmet. xv. 
- F. casque or Sp. casco helmet, CASQUE. 
The earliest and prevailing sense was prob. 
imported with the wine trade and depended 
on provincial uses of the S. French or Sp. 
region, where, however, the only recorded 
sense is 'helmet'. 

casket kaskit small box or chest for pre
cious articles. xv. Of obscure origin; poss. 
-AN. alteration of synon. (O)F. cassette 
-It. cassetta, dim. of cassa :- L. capsa (see 
CASE2, CASH1) i see -ET. 

CASTALIAN 

casque klisk helmet. XVII. - F. casque 
- Sp. casco; cf. CASK. 

cassation kresei·J;Jn annulment. xv. - (O)F. 
cassation, f. casser QUASH; see -ATION. 

cassava kiesa•v;J plant also called mandioc; 
starch obtained from this (tapioca). XVI. 
The earliest forms cazibi, cas(s)avi, -vie, 
-via, repr. original Taino (Hayti) casavi, 
cafabi; the present form is an alteration of 
these after F. cassave (cf. Sp. casabe, Pg. 
cassave); a common var. was cassada (XVII), 
after F. tcassade. 

casserole kre•s;Jroul stew-pan; edible 
casing of a made dish. xvm. -F. casserole, 
extension of cassole ( = Pr. casola, It. 
cazzuola), dim. of casse- Pr. casa ( = It. 
cazza) :- Rom. (late L.) cattia 'trulla, pan
na' (whence OHG. chazzi)- Gr. kudthion, 
kudtheion, dim. of kuathos cup. 

cassia kre·si;:~ kind of cinnamon. OE. and 
ME. (biblical), but not naturalized till XVI, 
when its poetical use for 'fragrant plant', 
derived partly from Psalm xlv 8, partly 
from Latin poets, begins. - L. cassia, casia 
-Gr. kasiii- He b. q'tsi'iih bark resembling 
cinnamon, f. qdtsa' strip off. 

cassimere kre·simi<1.1 fine twilled woollen 
cloth. XVIII. Early var. of CASHMERE; 
Cassimer occurs as the name of the country 
in Herbert's Travels (166s). Cf. F. casimir, 
It. casimirra, Du. kasjmier, KEHSEYMERE. 

cassock kre·s;Jk soldier's or rider's cloak; 
long loose coat or gown XVI; long (esp. 
black) tunic worn by ecclesiastics xvn. -F. 
casaque - It. casacca, pro b. - Turk. quzzak 
vagabond, nomad (see CosSACK); the ap
plication was presumably transf. from the 
light horsemen to the riding-coat worn by 
them. tJj The word has spread over a great 
part of Europe. 

cassowary kre·s;:~w;:~ri bird related to the 
ostrich, Casuarius. XVII (cassawar(a)way). 
- Malay kasuiiri, kasaviiri; in modL. 
(Linnreus) casuaris, Du. kasuaris, F. casoar, 
It. casuario. 

cast kast superseded OE. u•eorpan WARP 
in the sense of THROW, but is now largely 
itself superseded by the latter in the ordinary 
physical sense, though used extensively in 
many trans£. and techn. applications. XIII 
(earliest in the West, but current over a wide 
area before 1300). -ON. kasta, rei. to kQS 
(:- *kasu), kostr (:- *'kastuz) heap thrown 
up, pile (for the formation of the last, cf. 
L. gestus pile, rei. to gerere heap together; 
cf. CO!'>GERIES). Hence cast sb. throw XIII; 
in many derived uses, e.g. tdesign, device 
XIII ; assignment of parts in a play ; twist, 
turn XVI; tinge, hue XVII (Sh.); style, sort 
XVII. tJj For comps. see BROADCAST, CAST
AWAY, DOWNCAST, FORECAST, OUTCAST, OVER
CAST, ROUGHCAST. 

Castalian kff!stei·!i;Jn pert. to the spring 
Castalia on Mount Parnassus, sacred to the 
Muses. XVII. f. L. Casta/ius; see -IAN. 
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CASTANET 

castanet k::est:~ne·t instrument consisting 
of a small concave shell, used by Spaniards, 
etc. to produce a rattling noise. xvn (the 
earliest exx. reflect the Sp. form). - Sp. 
castaiieta (with later assim. to F. castagnette), 
dim. of castaiia :- L. castanea CHESTNUT ; 
see -ET. 

castaway ka·st:~wei rejected, reprobate; 
and as sb. xvr (Tindale). f. pp. of CAsT+ 
AWAY. Its currency is orig. due to the 
rendering of L. 1'eprobus, Gr. dS6~<tp.os in 
I Cor. ix 27, 2 Cor. xiii 5; its assoc. with 
the sea ('shipwrecked man') to Cowper's 
poem 'The Castaway' (1799). 

caste kiist race, stock XVI ; hereditary class 
in Indian society XVII (cast; the present sp., 
modelled on F., is rare before r8oo). - Sp., 
(and particularly in its Indian application) 
Pg. casta, sb. use (sc. raza, rara race) of 
fern. of casto pure, unmixed (see CHASTE). 
Formerly identified with CAST sb. in the 
sense 'stamp, type, sort'. 

castellated k::e·stileitid built like a castle, 
as with battlements XVII ; furnished with 
castles XIX. f. medL. castellatus, f. L. castel
lum CASTLE; see -ATE 2, -ED. So castellA·
TION. XIX. - medL. 

castigate k::e·stigeit correct by punish
ment or discipline. XVII (Sh.). f. pp. stem 
of L. castigare correct, reprove, CHASTISE, 
f. castus pure, CHASTE; see -ATEJ. So 
castigA'TION. XIV (Ch.). - L. 

castle klt·sl large fortified dwelling; 
(hence) large mansion of the feudal type 
XI; tower borne on an elephant's back; 
tower on the deck of a ship XIV. -AN., 
ONF. caste[, var. of chaste[ (mod. chateau) 
= Pr. caste[, Sp. castillo, It. castello :- L. 
castellum, dim. of castrum entrenchment, 
fortified place, fort. In late OE. and ME. 
biblical use caste[ appears as - L. castellum 
in the sense 'village' (Gr. kiJme) and as tr. 
of L. castra camp. (L. castrum is the source 
of OE. crester, ceaster, repr. by -caster, 
-chester, etc. in place-names, and Caister, 
Caistor.) As a name of the rook in chess 
(XVII, Drummond of Hawthornden), after 
F. tour tower, it is based ult. on Vida's poem 
'Scacchia Ludus' (XVI). 

castor1 ka·st:~l beaver XIV; unctuous sub
stance obtained from the beaver, castoreum 
(used as a drug) XIV. - (O)F. or L. castor 
- Gr. kdstiir. The history of the present use 
of castor oil (xvm) for the pale-yellow oil 
obtained from the seeds of Palma Christi 
(Ricinus communis) is obscure; it is sup
posed that this oil took the place in medical 
use of the drug castoreum (called huile de 
castor by Pare XVI). 

castor2 ka·staJ perforated vessel for 
sprinkling pepper, sugar, etc. XVII (Sugar 
Castar, Pepper Caster); swivel wheel on legs 
of furniture XVIII. var. of caster, agent
noun f. CAST+-ER1• The sp. -or for -er (still 
current) may have been favoured as being 

CATACLYSM 

more appropriate to an instrument; cf. 
razor, mirror, and words in -ATOR. 

castrametation k::e:str::>mitei·Jan laying 
out a camp. xvn. - F. castrametation, f. 
L. phr. castra metari measure or mark out 
a camp (meta boundary, prop. pillar, post). 

castrate k::e·streit remove the testicles of. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. castrare, perh. f. 
"'castrum knife ( = Skr. fastram, f. ras- cut); 
see -ATE 3• So castrA·TION. xv. -F. or L. 

casual k::e·3u:~l, -zj- accidental XIV (Ch.); oc
curring uncertainly xv; occurring without 
design XVII. Late ME. casuel, -all- (O)F. 
casuel and L. casualis (in its late and med. 
uses), f. casus CASE1 ; see -AL1• Hence 
ca·sually. XIV (Ch.) ; after medL. casualiter. 
ca·sualTY casual occurrence, loss, etc. xv; 
casual charge xv; after medL. ctisuiilitas. 

casuist k::e·3iuist student of cases of con
science. XVII. -F. casuiste- Sp. (modL.) 
casuista, f. L. casus CASE1 ; see -IST. Hence 
ca·suistRY. XVIII (Pope); pro b. after sophis
try, and so at first derogatory. 

cat k::et the quadruped Felis domesticus. 
OE. catt m. (=ON. kpttr), catte fern. 
( = OFris., MDu. katte, Du. kat, OHG. 
kazza, G. katze); reinforced in ME. by cat, 
kat- AN., ONF. cat, var. of (O)F. chat = 
Pr., Cat. gat, Sp., Pg. gato, It. gatto :-late L. 
cattu-s (Palladius, IV), which superseded the 
older feles (cf. FELINE) on the introduction 
of the domestic cat into Rome. A CEur. 
word, repr. also by Ir., Gael. cat, W. cath :
Celtic "'kattos (in Gaulish as a proper name 
Cattos; in Olr. Cenn Cait 'cat-head', name 
of a prince), Sl. kotu (Russ. kot) tomcat, 
Lith. katl cat; the mutual relations and ult. 
source are doubtful; perh. ult. of African 
origin (cf. Nubian kadis). Hence ca·t-HEAD 
beam projecting from the bows of a ship for 
raising the anchor from the water to the 
deck ; said to be so called because orig. the 
anchor was drawn up to a ring depending 
from a lion mask XVII (Cats head, Capt. 
Smith); nodule of limestone XVII. cat vb. 
(naut.) raise (an anchor) to the cat-head 
xvm; (sl.) vomit (f. phr. shoot, earlier jerk, or 
whip, the cat, of unkn. origin) XIX. Hence 
ca·ttish XVI; ca•tty XIX; see -ISH\ -Y1• 

cata- k::e·t:~, k:~t::e· before a vowel cat-, 
combining with h cath-, repr. Gr. adv.
prep. katd down, down from, according to, 
used with the senses (I) down, in position, 
(2) down, in quantity or degree, (3) amiss, 
mis-, (4) against, alongside, (5) thoroughly, 
entirely. 

catachresis k::etakri·sis improper use (of 
word). xvr. - L. catachresis- Gr. katd
khresis, f. katakhr€sthai use amiss, f. katd 
CATA- 3 + khresthai use, rei. to khri it is 
necessary. So catachre·strc(AL) adjs. XVII. 
-Gr. ( -estik6s). 

cataclysm k::e·t:~klizm deluge ; great up
heaval. XVII. -F. cataclysme- L. cataclys
mos- Gr. kataklusm6s, f. katakluzein, f. katd 
CATh- I + kluzein wash (see CLOACh). 
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CATACOMBS 

catacombs kre·t;:,koumz subterranean 
cemeteries in Rome, and hence gen. XVII. 
-F. catacombes (cf. Pr. cathacumbas, etc.) 
-late L. catacumbas, specific name from 
c. 400 of the cemetery of St. Sebastian on 
the Appian Way, Ccemeterium Catacumbas, 
or simply Catacumbas; the word seems to 
be orig. invariable, but later was treated as 
ace. pl., from which a sing. catacumba was 
formed, whence the occas. use of the sg. in 
modern langs.; the ult. origin is unkn. 

catadromous btre·dr;:~mas (zoo!.) de
scending a river to spawn. XIX. f. Gr. 
katddromos, f. katd CATA- I + dr6mos run
ning (dramefn run)+ -oes. Cf. ANADRO:\IOUS. 

catafalque kre·t;:,frelk erection in a church 
to receive the coffin of a deceased person; 
also an imitation of this. XVII (Evelyn; the 
It. form was sometimes used). -F. cata
falque- It. catafalco ( = Pr. cadafalcs, Sp. 
cadafalso, cadahalso, OF. escafaut, mod. 
echajaud SCAFFOLD). 

Catalan kre·t;:,lren of Catalonia, the most 
north-easterly province of Spain; the lan
guage of this region, the most nearly allied 
to Spanish of the Romance languages. xv. 
-F. Catalan- Pr., Sp. Catalan = Cat. 
Catal6 (fern. Catalane), adj. of Sp. Cataluiia, 
Cat. Catalunya. So CatalomAN kret;:,
lou·nian. XVIII. f. Catalonia, L. form of 
Cataluiia. 

catalepsy kre·talepsi disease characterized 
by a seizure or trance. XVI. -F. catalepsie 
or late L. catalepsia, f. Gr. katdlepsis, f. 
katalambdnein seize upon, f. katd CATA- 5 
+lambdnein take. See -Y3• So catale·pnc. 
XVII. 

catalogue kre·t;:,h:>g list or register, now 
usu. one methodically arranged. xv. - (O)F. 
catalogue, tcathalogue- late L. catalogus 
- Gr. katdlogos, f. kataltfgein pick out, 
enlist, enroll, f. katd CATA- 5 + tegein 
collect, choose, enumerate (see LECTION, 
LEGION). 

catalpa katre·lpa plant of the family 
Bignoniacere. XVIII (Catesby). From the 
language of the Indians of Carolina, U.S.A. 

catalysis katre·llsis tdissolution. XVII ; 
(chem.) Berzelius's name for chemical 
actions brought about by a substance that 
remains unchanged. 1836. - modL.- Gr. 
katdlusis, f. katalziein dissolve, f. katd CATA-
2 + ltiein loosen (see LOOSE). Hence ca·ta
lyse; cataly·tic XIX; ca ·talyst substance 
influencing the rate of chemical reaction xx; 
after analyse, analysis, analyst, analytic. 

catamaran kre:tamarre·n raft or float made 
up of logs tied together side by side. XVII 
(Dampier). -Tamil kattumaram 'tied 
wood', f. kattu tie, bond+maram wood. 

catamite k::e•tamait sodomite's subject. 
XVI. - L. catamftus- (through Etruscan 
catmite) Gr. Tavvp.~81)s GANYMEDE, Jupiter's 
cup-bearer. 

CATCH 

catamount kre·tamaunt tcatamountain 
XVII; puma XVIII. Shortforca·tamountain 
leopard, panther, ocelot, tiger-cat XVI (Sh.); 
earlier cat of the mountain (XV-XVI), which 
was first used to render L. pardus, Gr. 
pdrdos PARD1• 

cataplasm kre·taplrezm poultice, plaister. 
XVI.- (O)F. cataplasme or late L. cataplasma, 
-Gr. katdplasma, f. katapldssein plaster over, 
f. katd CATA- 5 + pldssein fashion, mould 
(cf. PLASMA). 

catapult kre·t;:,pAlt (mil.) missile engine 
XVI ; shooting instrument consisting of a 
forked stick with elastic band XIX. - (O)F. 
catapulte or L. catapulta- Gr. katapeltes, f. 
katd CATA- I + *pel-, var. of base of pdllein 
hurl. 

cataract kre·t;:,rrekt t(pl.) floodgates of 
heaven (cf. Gen. vii 11, viii 2) Jo..'V (Lydg.); 
twaterspouts; (sg.) waterfall; opacity of the 
crystailine lens of the eye (prob. fig. use 
of the sense 'portcullis' ; cf. 'cataracte au 
coulisse', Pare, c. ISSO) xvr. - L. cataracta 
(whence F. cataracte XVI)- Gr. katar(r)dktes 
down-rush, waterfall, portcullis, sb. use of 
adj. down-rushing, f. katd CATA- I + 
(prob.) rdssein beat, strike. 

catarrh katii·.r trunning at the nose; in
flammation of the mucous membrane. XVI. 
- F. catarrhe, tcatarre, tcaterre = Pr. catar, 
Sp., It. catarro -late L. catarrhus- Gr. 
katdrrlzous rheum, f. katarrhefn run down, 
f. katd CATA- I + rlzefn flow (cf. STREAM). 

catarrhine kre·t;,rain (zoo!.) one of a 
division of the Quadrumana, having the 
nostrils close together and pointed down
wards. XIX. f. Gr. katd CATA- 4 + 1·hin-, 
rids nostril. 

catastrophe btre·strafi denouement of a 
drama XVI (Spenser); disastrous end XVII 
(Sh.); event subversive of fortune XVII; 
sudden disaster XVIII. - L. catastropha 
(Petronius)- Gr. katastrophe overturning, 
sudden turn, f. katastrephein overturn, f. 
katd CATA- I+ streplzein (cf. STROPHE). Cf. 
F. catastrophe (Rabelais). Hence cata
stro·phic. XIX. 

catawampous, catawamptious kret;,-
wv·mpas, -wv·mpfas (U.S.) fierce, destruc
tive. XIX. Humorous coinage symbolical 
of its meaning. 

catawba kat5·b;~ American grape and the 
wine made therefrom. XIX. f. name of 
the river Catawba, South Carolina, U.S.A., 
named after the Katahba Indians. 

catch kretf tchase; capture, grasp, seize; 
take, get, receive XIII. ME. cac(c)he-n 
-A~., or--;F. cachier, var. of OF. chacier 
(mod. c!zasser) = Pr. cassar, Sp. cazar, It. 
caccim·e :- Rom. *captiare, rep!. L. captare 
try to catch, lie in wait for, (hence) hunt, 
CHASE (the sense in all the Rom. langs.). 
Catch took over the sense 'seize' and its 
conjugational forms from the native latch 
(OE. lmccan), e.g. ca(u)hte, caught and 



CATCHPOLL 

cachte, catched, beside la(u)hte, [aught and 
lachte, latched. Hence catch sb. act of 
catching, something caught xv ; contrivance 
for checking a mechanism XIV; (mus.) 
round (each singer 'catching up' his part at 
the right moment) xvn; ca·tchMENT col
lection of rainfall XIX. 

catchpoll kre·tJpoul ttax-gatherer OE. ; 
sheriff's officer XIV, late OE. krecepol (xi) 
-AN., OF. *cachepol, var. of OF. chacepol, 
or - AL. cacepollus (x, Laws of !Ethelred, 
Quadripartitus 3, 3), also chassipullus, etc.; f. 
Rom. *captilire CHASE, CATCH-t-L.pullus fowl. 

catchup, catsup see KETCHt:P. 
catechize kre·tikaiz give systematic oral 

instruction xv ; question systematically 
(from the question-and-answer form of the 
Church Catechism) xvn (Sh.). - ChrL. 
cati!chizlire (Tertullian), in medL. also cath
(whence (O)F. catt!chiser, Pr. cathezizar, 
etc.)- eccl.Gr. katekhlzein, f. katekhein 
sound through, instruct orally, spec. in N.T. 
in the elements of religion, f. katd CATA-+ 
ekhein sound; see ECHO, -IZE. So ca·tech
ISM tcatechetical instruction; manual of 
religious instruction in the form of question 
and answer. XVI. - ChrL. catechismus (Au
gustine)- Gr. ca·techiST. XVI.- ChrL. cate
chista (Jerome)- Gr.; cf. (O)F. catechisme, 
-iste. catechetiCAL -ke·tibl. XVII. 

catechu kre·tiJu astringent substance ob
tained from various Eastern barks, etc. 
XVII. - modL. catechu, defined as 'terra 
japonica' (Japanese earth) on account of 
its appearance, unexpl. deriv. of Malay 
kaclzu ; see CACHOV. 

catechumen kretikju·men convert under 
instruction. xv. - (O)F. catechumene or 
ecclL. catechiimenus - G1·. katekhoumenos 
being instructed, prp. pass. of katekhe£n 
(see CATECHIZE). The present form is of 
doubtful occurrence before r6oo; the early 
pl. cathecumynys is prob. an anglicization 
of L. pl. catechUmeni. 

category kre·tig:~ri classification, 'predica
ment' xv; class, division XVII. - F. cate
gorie (Rabelais) or its source, late L. cate
goria (Augustine) - Gr. kategorili accusa
tion, assertion, predication, f. katiigoi"Os 
accuser, etc., kategore£n, f. katd CATA- (4)+ 
agord assembly, harangue, rel. to ageirein 
assemble; see -y3, The proper L. equiv. is 
prrediclimentum PREDICAMENT. So categoric 
kretiga·rik XVII, catego·ncAL xvr. -F. 
categorique (Rabelais) or late L. categoricus 
(Sidonius ). 

catena k:~ti·n:~ series of excerpts or quota
tions in support of a thesis, etc. xvrr 
(Milton). Short for ecclL. catena patrum 
'chain of the Fathers' (viz .. of the Church); 
see CHAIN. So cate·nARY (math.) curve 
formed by a chain hanging from two points. 
XVIII. - medL. catenliria, sb. use of fern. of 
L. cati!nlirius. catenA·TION linking into or 
as with a chain. XVII. - L. catenliti6(n-) , f. 
cateniire chain together f. catena. 

CATHARTIC 

cater kei·t:~.I provide food for. XVI (Sh.). 
f. tcater (xiv) buyer of provisions, caterer, 
aphetic form of tacater purchaser, purveyer 
-AN. acatour, var. of OF. achatour, agent
n. of achater (mod. acheter) = Pr. acaptar, 
Olt. accattare :-Rom. *accaptlire, f. ad 
Ac-+captlire catch, f. capt-, capere take 
(see HEAVE); cf. CATES. Hence ca·terer. 
XVI; see -ER1• 

cateran kre·tamn (Sc.) Highland marauder. 
XIV (ketharine), XVI (catherein, Dunbar). 
- medL. cateriinus, kethernus, and its source 
Gael. ceathairne peasantry, corr. to lr. 
ceithan KERN. 

cater-cousin kei-t:~JkAzn (arch.) intimate 
friend. XVI (Latimer). Of unkn. origin; 
poss. f. tcater caterer (see CATER)-t-coUSIN, 
as if the orig. notion was of persons being 
catered for or boarded together; cf. foster
brother, etc. 

caterpillar kre·taJpila.I larva of butterfly 
or moth xv; trapacious person XVI. The 
earliest recorded form, catyrpel (Prompt. 
Parv.) is prob.- AN. var. (cf. Norman
Picard katploz, ka(r)pliiz, -plr'iz) of OF. 
chatepelose 'hairy cat' (popL. *catta pilosa); 
assoc. in XVI with tpiller ravager, plunderer 
(see PILLAGE), prob. brought about the 
extended form in -piller, -pillar, the latter 
form becoming prevalent after Johnson. 
«.l[ For the application to caterpillars of words 
meaning 'cat', cf. It. dial. gat( a), gatin(a), 
gatola, G. dial. teujelskatz 'devil's cat'; 
similarly synon. F. chenille:- L. canicula, 
dim. of canis dog. 

caterwaul kre·t;}.Iw5l make the character
istic cry of cats at rutting time. XIV (Ch.). 
One of a group of cogn. formations of which 
the earliest is caterwaU"ed caterwauling 
('Wife of Bath's Prologue' 354, where some 
MSS. have -wraU'et), a noun of action with 
-ed, repr. OE. -ajJ. The first el. is to be 
identified with CAT, but it is doubtful 
whether it is rei. to or- LG., Du. kater 
male cat, or whether the -er- is merely an 
arbitrary connective syll. ; the second el. 
appears variously as -zvmve, -wrmve, -u·all, 
-U'aul (xvi), -wrall ( cf. the use of waw, 
zvaul XVI, and wraw, wraul xv as independent 
vbs., nil of which are imit. formations ·with 
some Continental analogues); immed. con-· 
nexion with an identical LG. dial. hatter .. 
waulen is dubious. 

cates keits tprovisions, victuals xv; (arch.) 
delicacies XVI. pl. of cate, aphetic form of 
acate- AN. acat, var. of (O)F. achat, 
f. achater (see CATER). 

catgut kre·tgAt dried intestines of sheep, 
etc. used for the strings of musical instru
ments. XVI. f. CAT-t-GuT; cf. synon. catling 
XVI (see -LING); the reason for the use of 
cat is unkn., but cf. synon. Du. kattedarm. 

cathartic krepa·.xtik cleansing, purgative. 
XVII. -late L. catharticus- Gr. kathartikos, 
f. kathatrein cleanse, f. katharos clean. So 
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CATHAY 

catharsis k:epa·.rsis purgation. xrx. 
- modL.- Gr. kdtharsis. 

Cathay k;,pei· (Northern) China. xrv 
(also Chatay, Maund.). - medL. Cataia, 
Cathaya, f. Kitai, name of the inhabitants 
(still the Russ. name for China), f. name of 
the alien dynasty Khitdn. Hence Cathay· an 
Chinese, also tCataian (sl.) sharper, rascal 
XVI (Sh.) j see -AN. 

cathedral bpi•dr;,l pert. to an episcopal 
see. XIII (chyrche cathedral). - (O)F. cathe
dral-late L. cathedrtilis, f. L. cathedra- Gr. 
kathedrii seat, f.katd down, CATA-(I)+ "'hed
:- *sed- SIT; as sb. (cf. F. catMdrale), short 
for cathedral church. xvr. 

catheter kre·pit;,;r (surg.) tubular instru
ment for passing into the bladder. XVII. 
-late L. catheter- Gr. kathedr, f. "'kathe-, 
kathienai send or let down, f. katd down, 
CATA- (I)+hienai send (base *je-, as in L. 
jalcere throw) +agent-suffix -ter. 

Catherine kre·p;,rin name of a female 
saint (of Alexandria) martyred by beheading 
after having been condemned to be broken 
on the wheel; Catherine wheel, (esp. her.) 
figure of a wheel with spikes projecting from 
its circumference xvr ; firework that rotates 
while burning XVIII; lateral somersault XIX. 

cathode kre·poud (electr.) opp. to ANODE. 
xrx (Faraday). - Gr. kdthodos going down, 
way down, f. katd CATA- (I)+ hod6s way (cf. 
HODOMETER). 

catholic kre•p;,lik universal (spec. of the 
Christian Church) XIV; sb. member of the 
Catholic Church xv. - (O)F. catholique or 
its source ChrL. catholicus- Gr. katholik6s 
general, universal, f. kathdlou (i.e. kath' 
h6lou) in general, generally, f. katd in respect 
of (cf. CATA-), hdlos whole, rei. to L. salvus 
SAFE. Hence catholicrsC\1: bJJ;J"!isizm, -rzE. 
XVII. catholiCITY krep;~li·siti. XIX. 

cation kre·tai;~n (electr.) electro-positive 
element. XIX (Faraday). -Gr. kati6n, sb. 
use of n. of kati6n, prp. of katienai, f. katd, 
CATA- (I) +ienai go (rei. to L. ire go); cf. 
ANION. 

catkin kre·tkin downy (pendent) inflores
cence. XVI (Lyte, tr. Dodoens). - Du. 
tkattehen lit. kitten, dim. of hatte CAT; so 
modL. catulus and many Rom. forms (e.g. 
F. chats de saule willow catkins, and chaton 
catkin, dim. of chat), G. hatzchen. 

catling see CATGUT. 

catmint kre·tmint the plant Nepeta 
Cataria, which attracts cats. XIII (hattes
minte). f. CAT+MrNT 2, after medL. herba 
catti, h. cataria; so F. herbe du chat, G. 
katzenminze, Du. kattekruid. 

catoptric kreto·ptrik relating to optical 
reflexion. xvm (Goldsmith); sb. XVI (Dee). 
- Gr. katoptrik6s, f. kdtoptron mirror, f. 
katd CATA- (4)+ *op- see (cf. OPTrcs)+-tron, 
instrumental suffix; see -rc. 

CAULIFLOWER 

catsup var. of CATCHUP. 

cattle kre·tl tproperty; live stock XIII 
(La3amon, later version; Cursor M.). ME. 
catel(l)- AN., ONF. catel, var. of chatel, 
which is directly repr. by CHATTEL, q.v. 
The orig. gen. sense 'wealth, property' 
became narrowed to 'movable property', 
esp. as typified by live stock, which has 
been the only application in modern times, 
except in the legal phr. tgoods and cattels 
(cf. AL. bona et catalla). The sp. cattle is 
found c. r6oo, but did not supersede cattel(l) 
till C. I 700. 

catty kre·ti weight of r} lb. avoirdupois. 
xvr. -Malay-Javanese ktiti, kati; cf. CADDY. 

catydid see KATYDID. 

Caucasian k5kei·zian xrx. f. Caucasus or 
Caucasia, f. Sl. Kavkaz; formerly applied 
(after Blumenbach) to the white race of 
mankind as being supposed to derive from 
the Caucasus; see -IAN. 

caucus k5·kas (U.S.) private meeting of the 
chiefs of a political party xvm ; in Eng. use 
applied from I878 to organizations for 
managing political elections, etc. Plausibly 
referred to Algonkin cau-cau-as-u, which 
appears in Capt. John Smith's 'Virginia' 
( r 6 .. ) as caw-cawaassough adviser, from a 
vb. meaning 'talk to, advise, urge'; but 
there is an earlier reference to a place 'West
Cercus in Boston'. 

caudal k5·d;,l pert. to a tail. XVII. - medL. 
caudtilis, f. L. cauda tail ; see -AL 1 • So 
cau·date tailed. XVII. - modL.; see -ATE2 • 

caudle ko·dl thin gruel sweetened and 
spiced. XIII. - ONF. caudel, var. of 
chaudel (mod. chaudeau) :- medL. "'caldel
lum, dim. of L. caldum hot drink, sb. use ot 
n. of cal(i)dus hot (cf. LEE\ LUKEWARM). 

caul k51 (hist.) woman's close-fitting cap, 
hairnet; investing membrane, e.g. omentum, 
amnion. XIII. ME. calle, of doubtful origin; 
perh. - (O)F. cale head-covering, f. calotte 
(see CALOTTE) by back-formation; but the 
Eng. word is recorded earlier. Cf. KELL. 

cauldron k5·ldr;~n large kettle. XIII. ME. 
caudroun- AN., Oi\"F. caudron (mod. chau
dron) = Sp. calderdn, It. calderone, augm. 
of Rom. "'caldario, L. caldtirium hot bath 
(cf. late caldiiria pot, whence F. chaudiere), 
f. cal(i)dus hot, ult. rel. to LEE\ LEW. The 
etymologizing sp. with l appeared xv and 
subseq. infl. the pronunc. 

cauliflower b·liflau;,.r variety of cabbage, 
the inflorescence of which forms a white 
head. XVI (Gerarde). Earlier cole fiory, 
collijlory, alteration (by assim. to COLE) of 
F. tchou fieuri (fiori), prob.- It. cavolfiore, 
pl. cavoli fiori (cf. Sp. colifior) or modL. 
caulijliira 'flowered cabbage' (cf. G. blumen
kohl, Du. bloemkool 'flower-cole'). The 
second el. was assim. to flower xvn, as in 
F. chou-jleur. 
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CAULK 

caulk k5k stop the seams of (a ship). xv. 
-OF. cauquer, caukier, north. var. of OF. 
cauchier tread, press with force (mod. 
c8chier tread, of birds) = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
calcar, It. calcare ;- L. calciire tread, press, 
f. calc-, calx heel. 

cause k5z ground or reason of action XIII ; 
that which produces an effect XIV; legal case 
or suit xm. - (O)F. cause ( = Pr., Sp., It. 
causa)- L. caus(s)a reason, motive, lawsuit 
(whence in the sense of 'thing', developed 
from 'business, matter, subjl!ct', Pr., Sp., 
It. cosa, F. chose). So cau·sAL1 .XVI. -late L. 
causiilis; so in F. causa·lnY XVII, causA·
TION XVII, cau•satiVE XV j all•-late L. or F. 
cause vb. be the cause of. XIV. - (O)F. 
causer or medL. causiire, f. causa. 

causerie kou•zari, II kozri informal talk. 
XIX. F., f. causer talk - L. causiiri plead a 
CAUSE, 

causeway k5·zwei raised road xv; (paved) 
highway XVII. Early forms are cawce, cawcy, 
and causey way, reduced to caus(e)way XVI; 
f. cauce, cauci, early forms (xrv) of causey+ 
WAY. Causey is- AN. *'cauce(e) = ONF. 
cauciee (mod. chaussee) = Pr. calsada 
(whence Sp., Pg. calzada) ;-Rom. *'calciiita 
(sc. via way, road), fern. pp. f. L. calcis, calx 
lime, CHALK. 

caustic k5·stik corrosive XIV; fig. bitter 
xvm. -F. caustique or L. ,;austicus- Gr. 
kaustik6s capable of burning, f. kaust6s 
combustible, f. *'kaF-, base of kalein burn; 
see -rc. 

cautelous k5·tilas artful, wily XIV ; cautious 
xvr. - (O)F. cauteleux, f. L. cautela pre
caution, f. caut-; see CAUTION, -ous. 

cauterize k5·taraiz sear as with a caustic. 
XIV. - (O)F. cauteriser -late L. cauteriziire, 
altered- Gr. kauteridzein, f. kautirion, 
whence (through L. cauterium), cau·tery 
xrv searing instrument, caustic drug, cau
terizing operation, beside which tcau-ter 
was formerly used for the instmment- ( O)F. 
cautere ( = Pr. cauteri, etc.); ult. from Gr. 
kaiein; see CAUSTIC, -IZE. 

caution k5· Jan security, bail XIII; taking 
heed; word of warning XVII. orig.- (O)F. 
caution- L. cautio(n-), f. pp. stem of cavere 
take heed ; a re-adoption from L. took place 
c. r6oo; see -TION. Hence cau·tion vb. 
warn. XVII. So cautious k:i·Jas xvu; on 
the model of ambition, ambii:ious, etc.; see 
-nous. 

cavalcade krevalkei·d tride xvr; pro
cession on horseback XVII. ··F. cavalcade, 
earlier t-cate- It. cavalcata (corr. to F. 
chevauchee), f. cavalcare;- Rom. *'caballi
ciire ride, f. L. caballus pack-horse, nag, in 
Rom. (v1) soldier's word for 'horse' (F. 
cheval, Sp. caballo, It. cavallo, etc.), which, 
like Gr. kabdlles, is an alien word; see -ADE. 

cavalier krevali:~· J: horseman ; courtly 
gentleman, gallant XVI; seventeenth-century 

CAVIARE 

Royalist XVII (1642). -F. cavalier or its 
source It. cavaliere (cf. Pr. cavalier, Sp. 
caballero, Pg. cavalleiro), deriv. of L. (Rom.) 
caballus horse (see prec.); cf. late L. cabal
larius rider, ostler, and see -IER. In xvr-xvn 
forms of Sp. or Pg. origin were in use. As 
adj. off-hand, supercilious XVII. 

cavallo, cavally kavre·lou, -re· li horse
mackerel. xvn (Capt. Smith). - Sp. caballo, 
for caballa; forms in -ally, pl. -allies perh. 
depend on It. cavalli, pl. of cavallo mackerel. 

cavalry kre·valri horse-soldiers. XVI (caval
lerie). -F. cavallerie- It. cavalleria (corr. 
to F. chevalerie CHIVALRY), f. cavallo; see 
CAVALCADE and -ERY, -RY. 

cavatina krevati·na short simple song. 
XIX (M. Edgeworth, Dickens). It. 'air sung 
by an actor on his first appearance in an act', 
f. cavata production of sound from an 
instrument, f. cavare extract, f. cavo hollow 
:- L. cavus (see CAVE1). 

cave1 keiv underground hollow. XIII. 
- (O)F. cave (now 'cellar')- L. cava, sb. 
use of fern. sg. or n. pl. of cavus hollow (cf. 
It. cava ditch, mine, quarry). 

cave• keiv fall in over a hollow. XVIII. 
The earliest evidence is from Amer. sources; 
prob. of East Anglian origin and a var. of 
dial. (esp. eastern) calve (XVIII), cauve, 
which may have been a LG. word intro
duced by workmen from the Low Countries 
engaged in the drainage of the Lincolnshire 
fens ; cf. WFlem. inkalven fall in, Du. af
kalven fall away, uitkalven fall out. 

caveat kei·viret, kre·viret warning, caution. 
XVI. L., 3rd sg. pres. subj. of cavere beware 
(see CAUTION). 

cavendish kre·vandiJ kind of tobacco. xrx. 
Said to be named after an American manu
facturer. 

cavern kre·vam subterranean cavity. xrv 
(Ch.). - (O)F. caverne or L. caverna, f. 
cavus hollow; cf. CAVE1 and, for the suffix, 
CISTERN, TAVERN. So ca·vernOUS, XV. 
- (O)F. caverneux, L. cavernosus. 

cavesson kre·visan horse's nose-band. xvr. 
-F. cavefOn- It. cavezzone, augm. of ca
vezza halter:- Rom. *'capitia, f. medL. capi
tium head-covering, f. capit-, caput HEAD. 

cavetto kave·tou (archit.) hollow moulding. 
XVII. It., dim. of cavo hollow (see CAVE1). 

caviare kre·viii:t roe of sturgeon. xvr. In 
its earliest use with a variety of forms repr. 
It. caviale (whence F. tcavial), Sp. cabial, 
Pg. caviar, "tcavial, F. caviar, all based on 
Turk. khiivyiir. The pronunc. has varied; 
orig. four syll. as in cauiarie (Sh. 'Hamlet' 
II ii 457), caueary (Bacon), cavialy (XVII), 
it was commonly reduced in XVII to three 
or two; in xvnr r.w.prepare or cheer (Swift); 
the more recent pronunc. kre·viii:t or kreviii·J 
may be due to the F. tJl The comestible is 
of Russ. origin, but the Russ. name is ikrd. 
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CAVIL 

cavil kao·vll raise captious objections. XVI. 
- (O)F. caviller- L. cavilldri, f. cavilla 
scoffing, mockery, prob. for *calvilla and 
rei. to calvdri use artifice, calumnia CALUM
NY. So cavillA'TION. XIV. - (O)F.- L. 

cavity kao·viti hollow place. XVI. -F. cavite, 
for earlier t cavete, or late L. cavitds ( cf. Sp. 
cavidad, It. cavita), f. cavus hollow; see 
CAVE\ ITY. 

cavort k;}vii·lt (orig. u.S.) prance or caper 
about, orig. of a horse or rider. XIX. perh. 
perversion of CURVET suggested by vault (cf. 
cavaulting in 'Slang Diet.' 1874). 

cavy kei·vi rodent of the genus Cavia or 
family Caviidao, including the guinea-pig 
and the capybara. XVIII. - modL. cavia, 
f. Galibi (French Guiana) cabiai. Cf. F. 
cavie. (jf Goldsmith has cabiai, following 
Buff on. 

caw k5 imit. of the cry of rooks and the 
like. XVI (Sh.). Cf. Du. kauw jackdaw. 

cay kei, ki low insular bank of sand, etc. XVIII 
(Sloane's 'Jamaica'). - Sp. cayo shoal, 
sandbank, barrier reef- F. quai, tcay QUAY. 
(The proper name of several islands off 
Central America.) 

cayenne keie·n, (with pepper) kei·en very 
pungent kind of pepper. xvm. Early forms 
kayan. kian (whence a former pronunc. 
kaire·n) ; orig. - Tupi kyynha, quiynha, later 
assim. to Cayenne, chief town of French 
Guiana. 

cayman, caiman kei·m;,n American alli
gator. XVI. - Sp., Pg. caiman (whence also 
F. caiman)- Carib acayuman, cay(e)man. 

cease sis bring or come to an end. XIV 
(Cursor M.). ME. cesse, beside cese- (O)F. 
cesser ( = Pr., Pg. cessar, Sp. cesar, It. 
cessare) :- L. cessdre stop, f. cess-, pp. stem 
of cedae yield, CEDE. The lengthening of 
the stem-vowel is paralleled in appeal, lease, 
prease, ME. form of press. 

cecity si'siti blindness. XVI. - L. crecitas, 
f. C<ECllS blind; see -ITY. 

cedar si·d:u evergreen conifer, Cedrus 
Libani. XIII (cedre, Cursor M.). - OF. 
cedre (mod. cl!dre)- L. cedrus- Gr. kedros, 
juniper, cedar, rei. to Lith. kadagys, OPruss. 
kadegis juniper. (OE. had ceder from L.) 
The sp. with -ar dates from XVI. Hence 
ce·darn of cedar. XVII (Milton, whence in 
later poets); see -EN3• 

cede sid tgive way XVII ; give up, yield 
XVIII. -F. ceder or L. ci!dere go, go away, 
retire, yield (ace. to some, combining two 
distinct words). (jf Compound derivs. of 
the L. vb. are repr. by accede, concede, inter
cede, precede, recede; exceed, proceed, succeed; 
abscess, excess, pt·ocess, success; accession, con
cession, intercession, precession, procession, 
succession; processional, recessional; ancestor; 
cf. CEASE, CESSATION, CESSION. 

CELERY 

cedilla sidi·l;} the mark , written under c. 
xvr. - Sp. cedilla, now zedilla, dim. of zeda 
letter z. (jf The Sp. var. cerilla has also been 
used ; cf. F. cerille. 

cee si name of the letter C. OE. ci! (.lElfric); 
cf. F. ce, L. ce. attrib. in cee-spring, 
C-spring carriage spring shaped like C. 

ceiling si'lil) tlining of the inside of roof 
or walls XIV; tscreen of tapestry, curtain 
xv; (naut.) inside planking of a ship's bottom 
XVII ; plaster covering the top of a room XVI. 
Late :\1E. celynge, sil-, syling, early modEng. 
syll-, seel-, ciel-, seyl-, appearing contemp. 
with celure, selure, sil(l)our, later seller 
canopy, hangings, tapestry (XIV-XVI), and 
somewhat earlier than ceil vb. line with 
woodwork, etc. (xv-xvii) ; these correspond 
in use to medL. celum (xii), celdtilra (xm), 
celiira (x1v), and vb. celdre (xm), but the 
meaning in particular instances is freq. 
uncertain; possible OF. connexions are 
rare (e.g. cele perh. ceiling, panelling), and it 
remains doubtful whether L. crelum heaven, 
vault of the sky, is the ult. base, and how 
far L. creldre engrave, creldtilra engraving, 
carving, are concerned. 

celadon se·lad.on pale shade of green. 
XVIII. - F. celadon, name of a languorous 
gallant in the 'Astree' of d'Urfe (161o), who 
took it from Ovid's 'Metamorphoses'. 

celandine se·l;}ndain name of two (dis
tinct) plants bearing yellow flowers re
garded by the ancients as species of the 
same plant. XIII-XIV. Earliest form celidoine, 
the intrusive -n- being recorded xv. -OF. 
celidoine - medL. celidonia, for L. chelidonia 
(se. herba plant), -onium- Gr. khelid6nion, 
f. khelid6n swallow; the ancients associated 
the plant in various ways with the swallow 
and its habits. 

-cele sil, as the final el. in various medical 
terms in the sense 'tumour', repr. modL. 
-cele- Gr. kele swelling, rei. to OE. heala 
rupture. 

celebrate se·libreit perform or observe 
publicly and duly xv; proclaim XVI. f. tcele
bmte, pp. (xv)- L. celebrtitus, pp. of cele
brdre, f. celebr-, celeber frequented, frequent, 
renowned; see -ATE 3

• Hence ce·lebratED 
famous, renowned XVII. So celebrA·TION. 
XVI.- L. 

celeriac sile·ri!Ck turnip-rooted celery. 
xvm. f. CELERY, with arbitrary use of the 
suffix ··AC. 

celerity sile·riti swiftness. xv. - (O)F. 
dterite- L. celeritas, f. celer swift, pro b. 
rei. to Gr. kellein drive, keles runner; see 
-ITY. 

celery se·l;}ri the plant Apium graveolens. 
XVII (Evelyn). - F. celeri (sceleri d' Jtalie 
XVII)- dial. It. (Lombard) selleri :- L. seli
non, -selinum - Gr. selinon. (jf The native 
name of the wild form is SMALLAGE. 



CELESTIAL 

celestial sile·sti;~l heavenly. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. celestial ( = Sp. celestial, It. celestiale) 
- medL. *c<elestiiilis, f. L. c<elestis, f. c<elum 
heaven; see -IAL. 

celibacy se·lib;~si unmarried state, devotion 
to the single life. xvn. f. L. crelibatus, f. 
c<elib-, -ebs unmarried, bachelor; see -ACY. 
This superseded tcelibate1 (XVII)- F. 
celibat or its L. source as above; see -ATE1• 

Hence, after such pairs as magistracy, 
magistrate, celibate• se·lib;~t unmarried 
(man) XIX; for this F. has celibataire, whence 
ce:libatA'RIAN XIX. 

cell sel dependent religious house XII ; 
small dwelling or apartment; cavity in an 
organism XIV; compartment of honeycomb 
XVI; of a plant XVII ; various scientific uses 
(electr., etc.) XIX. -OF. celle, orits source 
L. cella store:room, chamber, small apart· 
ment, 'chapel' in a temple, in medL. in the 
first two senses above, rel. to L. celiire, 
occulere CONCEAL (cf. OCCULT). 

cellar se·l;~.r tstore-room XIII; under
ground room XIV ( ?). ME. celer- AN. celer 
= OF. celier (mod. cellier) :-late L. cella
rium set of cells, storehouse for food, f. cella 
CELL ; see -ARY. 

'cello tJe·lou colloq. shortening of VIOLON
CELLO. XIX. 

cellular se·ljul;~.r characterized by cells. 
XVIII. - F. cellulaire - modL. celluliiris, f. 
cellula, dim. of cella CELL; see -AR. (j[ In F. 
cellule has superseded the simple tcelle. 

cellulose se·ljulous adj. consisting of cells 
XVIII; sb. lignin, essential part of the solid 
substance of plants XIX. As adj. - modL. 
cellulosus; as sb.- F. cellulose (Payen, r863); 
see prec. and -OSE. Hence ce·lluloid arti
ficial substitute for ivory, etc. invented in 
America by the brothers Hyatt in r869 and 
patented in Great Britain 1871 ; the use of 
-om is arbitrary. 

Celt, Kelt selt, kelt ta Gaul XVII ; one 
who speaks a Celtic language XVIII. In the 
earliest use - L. Celtre pl. - Gr. Keltoi (later 
Keltai, perh. from L.); in the mod. use- F. 
Celte (Pezron 1703), applied first to the 
Bretons as representatives of the ancient 
Gauls. So Ce·ltic of the ancient Celt~ 
XVII ; epithet of the IE. group of languages 
consisting of Breton, Cornish, Welsh, Irish, 
Manx, and Gaelic XVIII. - L. Celticus and 
F. celtique. 

celt selt prehistoric implement with chisel 
edge. XVIII. - modL. celtes (Beger, 'The
saurus Brandeburgicus', r696), based on 
celte, which occurs in the Clementine text of 
Vulg., Job xix 24 ('stylo ferreo et plumbi 
lamina vel celte sculpantur in silice'), where 
some MSS. read certe 'surely' (corr. to 'for 
ever' of A.V.); the adoption of the term as 
a technical term of arch~ology was pro b. as
sisted by a supposed connexion with Celt. 

CENTAURY 

cement sime·nt strong mortar. XIII. ME. 
si·ment- (O)F. ciment = Pr. cimen, Sp. 
cimiento foundation, It. cimento experiment, 
test :- L. c<ementum quarry stone, pl. chips 
of stone, for *cmdmentum, f. cmdere hew (cf. 
·CIDE, DECIDE); see -MENT. The meaning 
of the L. word appears to have passed from 
'broken stone' to 'pounded stone, etc. mixed 
with lime, etc. to make a strong setting 
mortar'. The forms ciment, cyment con
tinued till XVII, and the stressing on the first 
syll. till XIX. So ceme·nt vb. XIV. - (O)F. 
cimenter. 

cemetery se·mit(;J)ri burial-ground. XIV. 
-late L. cmmeterium (whence also F. cimetiere) 
-Gr. koimedrion dormitory, (in Christian 
writers) burial-ground, f. koiman put to 
sleep (cf. kefsthai lie down, rel. to HOME.) 

cenobite var. of CCENOBITE. 
cenotaph se·notaf sepulchral monument to 

a person buried elsewhere. XVII (Holland). 
- F. cenotaphe- late L. cenotaphium -Gr. 
kenos empty+tdplws tomb. 

censer se·ns;J.t vessel in which incense is 
burnt ceremonially. XIII (senser). -AN. 
censer,senser, OF. censier, aphetic of encensier, 
f. encens INCENSE1• So cense sens vb. bum 
incense to, fumigate with incense. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. encenser, f. encens. 

censor se·ns;J.t supervisor of morals, etc. 
xvr. - L. censor, f. censere pronounce as an 
opinion, declare the status of, assess, rate, 
judge, think, f. *kens- make known with 
authority (cf. Skr. [:dm~ati recite, OPers. 
Biitiy speak, proclaim). Hence ce·nsor vb. 
late XIX. So censure se·nJ;:,.r tjudgement 
XIV; adverse judgement xvn (Sh.). - (O)F. 
censure- L. censiira; see -URE. ce·nsure vb. 
give judgement upon. xvr. -F. censurer. 

census se·ns;Js registration of citizens in 
ancient Rome XVII ; enumeration of popula
tion xvm (Gibbon). - L. census, f. cens-; 
see prec. 

cent sent A. in phr. per cent for every hun
dred XVI, prob. orig. as a financial term- It. 
per cento, with partial assim. to F. pour cent, 
and perh. infl. by pseudo-L. per centum (see 
PER, HUNDRED); B. as independent sb. (U.S., 
etc.) rlo of a dollar xvm (first applied in 
1782 to a proposed unit of coinage of which 
roo should make a coin equal to 7~ of a 
dollar; in 1786 the present use was adopted); 
French centime xrx. 

cental se·nt;~l weight of roo lb. avoir
dupois. 1859· f. L. centum roo, perh. after 
quintal. 

centaur se·nt5.t fabulous creature, half 
man, half horse. XIV (Ch.). - L. centaurus 
-Gr. ktfntauros, of unkn. origin; in early 
Gr. literature the name of a savage people 
of Thessaly. 

centaury se·nt5ri plant the medicinal 
properties of which were said to have been 
discovered by Chiron the centaur. XIV (Ch.). 
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CENTENARY 

- late L. centauria, -ea, for L. centaurion, 
-eum- Gr. kentaureion, -tazirion, f. Mntauros 
CENTAUR. 

centenary senti·n;~ri, se·ntin;~ri adj. of a 
hundred years XVII; sb. froo pounds XVI; 
century XVII; centennial anniversary XVIII. 
- L. centemirius containing a hundred, f. 
centeni hundred each, f. centum; see HUN
DRED and -ARY. Cf. F. centenaire. So cen
tenARIAN -E;J•ri;~n (one) roo years old. XIX. 
centennial sente·ni:JI of roo years. XVIII. 
f. L. centum, after biennial. centesimal 
sente·sim;~l hundredth (part). XVII. f. L. 
centesimus hundredth, f. centum. 

centi- senti- comb. form of L. centum 
HUNDRED, used in the F. metric system to 
denote the rooth part of a unit, as centi
GRAMME (1795), -LITRE, -METRE; also in 
centigrade se·ntigreid pert. to Celsius's 
thermometer in which the space between the 
freezing and boiling points ofwateris divided 
into roo degrees. r8rz. -F. centigrade (in 
thermometre centigrade), f. L. gradus step, 
GRADE; centipede se·ntipid vermiform 
articulated animal having many feet. XVII 
(Holland). -F. centipede or L. centipeda 
(ped-, pes FOOT). 

centime sati·m 1*o of a franc. -F. centime 
(1795), f. L. centum HUNDRED, after F. 
decime- L. decima (sc. pars) tenth (part). 

cento se·ntou tpatchwork; composition 
made up of scraps. XVII. - L. centii patch
work garment, poem made up of verses 
from other sources (as the 'cento nuptialis', 
13th idyll, of Ausonius), rei. to Gr. kentefn 
stitch, kentron patchwork garment, Skr. 
kanthti patched garment. 

centre, U.S. center se·nt;~.r middle point 
of an object. xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. centre or its 
source L. centrum- Gr. kentron goad, peg, 
stationary point of a pair of compasses, f. 
base of kentezn prick, rei. to W. cethr nail, 
OHG. hantag sharp. From XVI to XVIII the 
prevalent sp. was center; centre appeared 
in Bailey's Diet. 1727 and was adopted by 
Johnson. As a designation of the moderate 
party of a political body its use originated 
in the French National Assembly of 1789, 
in which the nobles and the Third Estate 
sat on the right and left respectively of 
the president. Hence centre vb. xvn. So 
ce·ntrAL1 XVI, ce·ntralrzE XIX. - F. or L. 

centri-, comb. form of L. centrum CEKTRE 
in centrifugal, centri·petal XVIII, f. modL. 
centrifugus, -petus (Newton's 'Principia' 
I 687 ), f. stems of L. jug ere flee, petere seek. 
In some other mod. techn. terms centro-, 
repr. Gr. kentron, has been used. 

centuple se·ntjupl hundredfold. XVII. 
- F. centuple or ecciL. centuplus, var. of 
centuplex, f. centum HUNDRED+ *plek- "'PI
-FOLD. 

century se·ntf:Jri group of roo XVI; 100 
years XVII. - L. centuria assemblage of 
100 things, division of the Roman army 

CERIUM 

(orig. 100 horsemen), f. centum HUNDRED; 
see -Y3. So centurion sentju:J·ri;~n com
mander of a century. XIV. - L. centurio(n-), 
f. centuria. 

ceorl tfe:J.r! (hist.) Anglo-Saxon freeman 
of the lowest status ; see CHURL. By histo
rians of XVII-XVIII sp. ceorle. 

cephalic sifre·lik of the head. XVI. - (O)F. 
cephalique- L. cephalicus- Gr. kephalikos, 
f. kephaU head (cf. GABLE); see -IC. So 
cephalo- se·falou, sef:J!o· comb. form of 
Gr. kephaU, as in ce·phalopod one of the 
Cephalopoda (Gr. pod-, pous FOOT) class of 
molluscs comprising cuttle-fishes, nautilus, 
etc. and having a distinct head with arms 
or tentacles attached. 

ceramic sirre·mik pert. to pottery. XIX. 
-Gr. keramikos, f. keramos potter's earth, 
pottery (cf. cREMATE); see -Ic. 

cerastes sirre•stiz horned viper. XVI. 
L. -Gr. kerdstes, f. keras HORN. 

Cerberus sa·.rb:Jr;~s many-headed watch
dog of Hades; also fig. L. - Gr. Kerberos. 

cere si:J.r wax-like membrane at the base 
of a bird's beak. xv (Bk. of St. Albans). 
- medL. use of L. cera wax (Gr. keros). 

cereal si:J·ri:Jl of edible grain; also sb. 
XIX. - L. ceretilis pert. to the cultivation of 
grain, f. Ceres goddess of agriculture; see 
-AL1• 

cerebral se·ribr;~l of the brain; (tr. Skr. 
murdhanya 'produced in the head', f. mur
dhan head) of consonants formed with the 
tip of the tongue on the soft palate. XIX. 
f. L. cerebrum (:- *kerasrom), rei. to Skr. 
t:fras head, point, Gr. keras hom, ON. 
hiarni (whence ME. hernes, mod. dial. 
harns brains). Cf. F. cerebral; see -AL1• So 
cerebrA'TION action of the brain. XIX 
(W. B. Carpenter, I853). L. cerebe·llum 
little or hinder brain, dim. of cerebrum, is 
used anat. (XVI). 

cerecloth si;~·.rkll>p waxed cloth used as a 
winding-sheet, etc. xv (sirecloth). Also cered 
cloth with pp. of eire, cere vb. (XIV) - (O)F. 
cirer assim. to L. ceriire wax, f. cera wax 
(Gr. ker6s). So ce·rements waxed wrap
pings for the dead (Sh. 'Hamlet' I iv 48 ; 
whence taken up by Scott and later writers) ; 
see -MENT. 

ceremony se·rim:Jni outward observance. 
XIV. - (perh. through (O)F. ceremonie) L. 
ccerimonia religious worship, (pl.) ritual 
observances, which is not found earlier 
than Cicero; see -MONY. So ceremo·niAL1 

-mou·-. XIV (Wyclif). -late L.; cf. F. cere
monial. ceremo·nious. XVI. -F. or late L. 

ceriph see SERIF. 
cerise siri·z light clear bright red. XIX. 

adj. use of F. cerise :- Rom. *ceresea CHERRY. 
cerium si:J•ri:Jm (chem.) metallic element. 

XIX. - modL. (Risinger and Berzelius, I 8o4), 
named, along with its source cerite, after the 
planet Ceres, discovered 18or; see -ruM. 
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CERO· 

cero- sia·rou comb. form of L. cera, more 
prop. of Gr. heros wax. 

cert s;i.It colloq. abbrev. of CERTAINTY. 
XIX. 

certain sa· .Itin fixed ; sure XIII ; established 
as truth ; fully confident XIV ; some (par
ticular or definite) XIII ; a certain XVIII ; 
a certain age (after F. d'un certain dge 
rather elderly) XIX. - (O)F. certain ( = Pr. 
certain, Sp., tit. certano) :-Rom. 1tcertdnus, 
extension of L. certus settled, sure, pp. 
formation on cernere sift, separate, decide, 
decree, rei. to Gr. krtnein (see CRISIS) ; cf. 
Gr. kritos chosen, choice. So ce·rtainTY. 
XIV. -AN. certainte, OF. certainete. 

certes s5·.Itiz (arch.) assuredly. XIII. 
- (O)F. certes, corr. to Pr., OSp. certas, 
Cat. certes, pro b. :-Rom. •(ad) certas (sc. 
res) for a certainty, used in the sense of late 
L. ad certum, ex certo, etc. Sometimes a 
monosyll., as in Sh. 'Henry VIII' I i 48. 

certify s:l· .Itifai make certain. XIV (R. 
Mannyng, Rolle). - (O)F. certifier- ChrL. 
certificare (Vulgate), f. certus CERTAIN; see 
-FY. So ce:rtificA"TION. xv. - (O)F. 
certificate sa.Iti•fikat document certi
fying something. xv. -F. certificat or 
medL. certijicatum, sb. use of pp. of certi
ficare ; see -ATE1• 

certiorari sa.Ifiorea·rai (leg.) writ from a 
higher court for the production of records 
from a lower. xv. pass. of late legal L. 
certiorare inform ('certiorem facere'), f. 
certior, compar. of certus CERTAIN. 

certitude s:l·.1titjiid certainty. xv. - ChrL. 
certitiidii (Augustine), f. certus CERTAIN; see 
-TUDE and cf. F. certitude (XVI). 

cerulean, crerulean sirii•lian of a deep 
blue. XVII. f. L. creruleus sky-blue, sea-blue 
(or -green), prob. :- •crelolos, f. crelum sky, 
heaven. Cf. the earlier ce·rule (crerule, 
Spenser); see -EAN. 

ceruse sia·rus, sirii·s white lead. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. ceruse (cf. Pr. ceruza, etc.)- L. 
cerussa, perh.- Gr. •keroessa, f. keros wax 
(cf. CERE). 

cervical sa·.Ivikal, sa.Ivai·kal pert. to the 
neck. XVII. -F. cervical or modL. cervicalis 
(cf. L. cervical pillow, bolster), f. cervic-, 
cervix neck; see -AL1• 

cervine s:l·.1vain pert. to deer. XIX. - L. 
cervinus, f. cervus deer, pro b. rei. to HART; 
see -INE1• 

Cesarevitch siza·riwitf, si·za.Iwitf long
distance handicap run at Newmarket, named 
in 1839 after the Russian prince (see CzARE
VITCH) who became Alexander II. 

cespitose, cres- se·spitous turfy. XVIII. 
- modL. crespitosus, f. crespit-, crespes turf; 
see -osE. 

CHACO NNE 

cess ses local rate (in Ireland still the 
official term); tin Ireland spec. applied to 
military exactions. XVI. var. of sess, aphetic 
form of assess. t][ The Ir. imprecation bad 
cess to (xrx) may contain this word, or is 
perh. aphetic of success. 

cessation sesei·fan stoppage. XIV. - L. 
cessatio(n-), f. pp. stem of cessare; see CEASE, 
-ATION. 

cesser se•s;JJ (leg.) cessation. XVI. sb. use 
of (O)F. cesser CEASE; see -ER4• 

cession se·Jan action of ceding or sur
rendering. XIV. - (O)F. cession or its source 
L. cessio(n-), f. cess-, cedere CEDE; see -ION. 

cesspool se·spiil excavation in the bottom 
of a drain to retain solid matter XVII ; well 
to receive soil from privies, etc. xvnr. perh. 
alteration, with assinl. to POOL\ of cesperalle, 
susprall, suspire[ settling tank, cesspool 
(xvi), vars. of tsuspiral vent, esp. of a con
duit, water-pipe- OF. souspirail (mod. 
soupirail) air-hole f. sou(s)pirer (L. suspiriire) 
suSPIRE+ L. spiraculum air-hole. Hence 
ce·SSPIT. XIX. 

cestui se·stwi (leg.) in cestui que a or the 
person that. XVI. -AN., OF. cestui, f. cest 
(mod. cet, ce) :-Rom. •eccistui, i.e. L. ecce 
lol+ •istui, f. iste that (one), after celui :
•ecce illui (modelled on L. cui to whom). 

cestus1 se·stas belt, girdle. XVI. - L. 
cestus- Gr. kestos, sb. use of ppl. adj. 
'stitched', f. •kent-, base of kentein stitch 
(cf. CENTRE). 

cestus2 , crestus se·st;JS Roman boxer's 
protection of thongs for the hand. XVIII. 
- L. crestus, f. credere strike (cf. -CIDE). 

cesura see ClESURA. 

cetaceous sitei·Jas of the whale kind. xvn 
(Sir T. Browne). f. modL. cetacea (used 
zoo!. as the name of an order), f. L. cetus 
-Gr. ketos whale; see -ACEOUS. 

ceterach se·tarrek genus of ferns. XVI 
(Turner, Lyte). - medL. ceterach (cf. F. 
ceterac, It. cetracca, citracca, modGr. 
kitardk) - Arab. shitarakh. 

chabazite kre·bazait (min.). XIX. Earlier 
chabazie - F. chabazie (I 780 ), from khabdzie, 
erron. reading in pseudo-Orpheus, 'Lithika' 
(m), for khaldzie, voc. of khaldzios (var. 
khalazias, khalazites lithos), f. khdlaza hail; 
the mineral is so called from its form and 
colour ; see ITE1• 

Chablis fre·bli French white wine. xvu. 
F., f. name of a town in Yonne, France. 

chabouk tfii·buk whip. xvn (chawbuck). 
-Urdu, Pers. chabuk horse-whip. Cf. 
SJAMBOK. 

chaconne JakOJ·n old stately dance. XVII 
(Dryden). - F. chaconne- Sp. chacona, 
which has been improbably derived from 
Basque chukun pretty. 
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CHAFE CHALICE 

chafe tfeif theat, inflame; ruffie, vex XIV; the sense of 'seat cocupied by the president 
rub so as to warm xv; rage, fret XVI. Late of a meeting' first recorded I 64 7 (Claren-
ME. chaufe- OF. chaufer (mod. chauffer) = don); so chai·rMAN I654· Replaced OE. 
Pr. calfar (whence It. tcaleffare) :- Rom. stal STOOL in certain applications. For tchair 
*calefare, for calefacere make warm (see organ see CHOIR organ. 
CALEFACTION). For the vowel cf. Ralph reif, chaise Jeiz pleasure or travelling carriage. 
safe, wafer, and angel, chamber, gauge, XVIII. - F. chaise (xv, Villon), var. of chaire 
manger. cHAIR, the substitution of z for r being 

chafer tfei·f;J.I beetle (now chiefly in specially characteristic of Parisian speech 
COCKCHAFER). OE. ceafor 'bruchus' :- in XV-XVII. Also post-chaise XVIII (F. chaise 
Germ. *kaoraz, -uz, parallel to cefer = de paste); see SHAY. 

OS., (M)Du. kever, OHG. chevar, chevaro chalcedony, cal- krelse·d;Jni precious 
(G. ktifer) :- Germ. *keoraz; cf., with a stone; in early use of vague application as 
different suffix, MLG. kevel, LG. kavel; a traditional name with many fabulous and 
pro b. lit. 'the gnawer', and rei. to next and legendary associations; now, a subspecies 
OE. ceafi CHAWL, JOWL. of quartz. The present forms, dating from 

chaff! tfaf husks of grain OE.; refuse XIII; xv-xvi, are- L. c(h)alcedonius- Gr. klzalke-
cut hay and straw XVIII. OE. emf, ceaf = d6n (Rev. xxi 19, stone forming the third 
MLG., (M)Du., MHG. kaf (G. dial. kaff), foundation of the New Jerusalem), assumed 
corr. to OHG. clzeva husk; pro b. f. Germ. to mean 'stone of Chalcedon' in Asia Minor, 
base *kaf- *kef- gnaw, chew. but var. L. forms carc(h)edonia, -ius led to 

chaff2 tfaf banter lightly; also as sb. XIX. assoc.withCarthage(Gr.Karkhi'don),alleged 
Of slang origin; per h. a var. of CHAFE, for to be the medium of export of a N. African 
which spellings with -ff- occur from XVI in stone. Earlier forms, cassidoine, calcidoine, 
the sense of 'scolding'. etc. (from XIII) were- OF. (xn), semi-

chaffer tJre·b.I traffic, trade; merchandise. learned- L. 
XIII. ME. chaffare, che_ffare, ch(e)apfare :- chalcography krelb·gr;Jfi engraving on 
OE. *ceapfaru, f. ceap bargain, sale-t-faru copper. XVII (Evelyn). -Gr. *klzalko-
going, journey, proceedings (pro b. after graphiti, f. *khalkogrdphos, f. khalk6s copper. 
0~. kaupfQr trading journey); see CHEAP chalco·grapher (Evelyn); see -GRAPHER, 
and FARE. The orig. word became obs. in -GRAPHY. 

XVII; a new sb. meaning 'bargaining' f. the Chaldaic XVII, Chaldean -rean XVI, Chal-
vb. appeared XIX. Hence cha·ffer vb. dee xm kreldei·ik, -hm, -i· gen. equiv. to 
ttrade; bargain, haggle XIV. 'Babylonian'; as the name of a language 

chaffinch tJre·fintJ the finch Fringilla often used for 'Aramaic'. Earliest forms are 
crelebs. OE. ceaffinc, f. CHAFF1 +FINCH; so Caldeis (Wycl. Bible), Caldeez (Maund.), 
named from its habit of haunting domestic Chaldey (Tindale), C(h)aldees (Coverdale, 
dwellings to pick amongst chaff and barn- A.V.), repr. L. Chald:Ei (pl. of Chaldmus 
refuse; cf. its late L. namefmfurio (Isidore), - Gr. Klzaldafos, f. Ass. Kaldit), freq. used 
f. furfur bran, and G. buchfink 'beech-finch' for the name of the country Chaldma 
(as feeding on beech-mast). (A northern (anglicized in Maund. as Caldee), the forms 
and eastern caffynche, cafinche occurs xv- Caldey (xm), Caldie (xvn), Chaldee being 
XVI ; but a mod. dial. caffincher is recorded also formerly used for Chaldrean. 
for Surrey and Sussex.) chaldron tf5·ldr;m dry measure (32 bushels). 

chagrin J:£gri·il, Jre·grin tanxious care, XVII. -OF. chauderon (mod. clzaudron) 
melancholy XVII; vexation xvm (Pope); also CAULDRON. Superseded tchalder xvr-xvm 
tadj. grieved, mortified XVII (Pepys). -F. (- (O)F.chaudiere), a northern word brought 
chagrin sb. (implied in earlier chagrineux), to London with the coal trade. 
chagrin adj. (xrv), of unkn. origin. Ill For chalet Jre·lei Swiss hut or cottage. XIX 
chronological, if for no other reasons, not to (Byron). -(Swiss) F. chalet, introduced 
be referred to chagrin, SHAGREEN. into literature by Rousseau. dim. of OF. 

chain tfein series of links forming a conti- chase[ farmstead, dairy = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
nuous line XIII ; as a lineal measure, 66 feet casal:- Rom. *castile, f. L. casa hut, cottage. 
XVII. -OF. chaine, for earlier clzaeine (mod. (Often miswritten chalet.) 
cha'ine) = Pr., Sp. cadena, Pg. cadea, It. chalice tJre·lis drinking-cup, spec. that 
catena :- L. catena, referred by some to the used in the Eucharist. XIII (Cursor M.).-
same base as cassis hunting-net, snare. OF. chalice- L. calicem, calix cup, rei. to Gr. 
Hence, or- (O)F., chain vb. XIV. kdlux CALYX, kzilix CYLIX. The form chalice 

chair tfE;J.I seat for one person, spec. of superseded caliz, calice (xnr)- dial. var. 
authority. XIII (chaere, chaier). - AN. calice (also modF.) of chalice; this had 
chaere, OF. chaiere (mod. chaire bishop's itself superseded OE. crelic, calic, an adop-
throne, see, pulpit, professorial chair; the tion of the Latin word in the Christian 
ordinary word for 'chair' being chaise) = period, which had in turn succeeded to 
Pr. cadiera, Sp. cadera :- L. cathedra- Gr. crelC, celc (early ME. calch), repr. a pre-
kathedrii (see CATHEDRAL). The old disyll. Christian WGerm. adoption ( = OS. kelik, 
pronunc. remains dial., as in Sc. tfe·j;:~r, In Du. kelk, OHG. chelih, G. kelch). 
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CHALK 
chalk tJ5k white soft earthy limestone. 

OE. "'i::elc, iealc = OS. calc (Du. kalk), 
OHG. kalk, chalch (G. kalk, dial. kalch), 
CWGerm. (like tile and street, an early 
adoption of a building term)- L. calc-, CALX 
lime, which sense has remained in the Germ. 
langs. except Eng., where it has taken over 
that of L. creta (whence F. craie; cf. 
CRAYON). Hence chalk vb. XVI. cha·lky. 
XIV j see -Y1• 

challenge tfre·l~nd3 taccusation XIII (Cur
sor M.); tciaini; invitation to a contest XIV; 
legal exception taken XVI. ME. calenge, 
chalange- OF. ca-, chalenge = Pr. calonja, 
:- L. calumnia false accusation, malicious 
action at law (see CALUMNY). So cha·llenge 
vb. XIII. :ME. chalange, earlier ca-, kalenge, 
calange- OF. ca-, chalengier, -anger, -onger 
= Pr. calonjar :- L. calumniiiri accuse 
falsely, CALUMNIATE. 

challis tJre·lis fine silk and worsted fabric. 
XIX. perh. f. Eng. surname Challis; in F. 
challis, chaly(s). 

chalybeate kli:li·bi~t impregnated with 
iron. XVII. - modL. chalybeiitus, f. L. 
chalybs- Gr. khdlups steel; see -ATE 2• 

Cham tJrem ruler of Tartars and :Mongols. 
XVI (earlier Cane, Chane). - F. cham, chan 
- Turki khtin lord, prince; see KHAN. 

chamade J~ma·d drum or trumpet signal 
to a parley. XVII. - F. - Pg. chamada, f. 
chamar :- L. cliimiire call (see CLAIM). 

chamber tJei·mb~J: room XIII; enclosed 
space in a body; deliberative body or 
assembly XIV ; tcharge piece in old ordnance 
xv ; tsmall piece of ordnance XVI ; part of 
the bore of a gun in which the charge is 
placed XVII. - (O)F. chambre = Pr. cambra, 
Sp., Pg. cdmara, It. camera:- L. camera, 
camara- Gr. kamdra vault (cf. CAMERA). 
fj[ The L.-Rom. word became CEur., e.g. 
OLG., OHG. kamara (Du. kamer, G. 
hammer) room, ON. kamarr privy, Oir. 
camra privy, sewer, Russ. kdmera chamber, 
office, cell. Cf. COMRADE. 

chamberlain tJei·mb~rlin attendant on a 
royal or noble chamber XIII; steward of a 
king, etc. xv. ME. cha(u)mberleyn, -laine, 
occas. -ling- OF. chamberlain, -lenc (mod. 
chambellan) - Frank. *kamarling ( = Pr. 
camarlenc, Sp. camarlengo, It. camarlingo, 
camerlingo, medL. camerlingus), f. kamara 
CHAMBERj see -LING1• 

chameleon k~mi·li~n saurian reptile that 
varies the colour of its skin XIV; applied to 
certain plants having variable-coloured 
leaves XVI. - L. chamreleiin- Gr. khamaileon, 
f. khamai on the ground (rel. to HUMus)+ 
Uiin LION. 

chamfer tJre·mf~.I make a groove in XVI; 
bevel off a square edge XVII. Back-formation 
from chamfering- (with assim. to -ING1) F. 
cham/rain, f. chant edge (CANT1) + fraint, 
pp. of OF. fraindre ;- L. frangere BHEAK. 

CHANCE 
chamfrain, chamfron tJre·mfr~n (arch.) 

frontletofanarmedhorse. XIV. - (O)F. cham
frein, perh. for *chafrein, f. OF. chafresner 
( = Pr. capfrenar) put on a bridle, f. chef 
head (cf. CHIEF)+frein :- L. frenum bridle, 
bit (perh. rel. to frendere gnash). 

chamois Jre·mwa European antelope; soft 
pliable leather orig. from this. XVI. First 
recorded from the Geneva Bible (rs6o), 
Deut. xiv 5 (Coverdale has camelion), where 
the Vulgate has camelopardus, LXX kamelo
pdrdalis, Luther elend elk. - (O)F. chamois, 
which, with Pr. camos, Rhreto-Romansch 
kamuotsch, kyamorto, It. dial. kamus, ka
muzu, kamots (in literary It. camozza), Sp. 
camuza, gamuza, Pg. camurfa, the earliest 
Rom. form medL. camox (v), and OHG. 
gamiza (G. gemse), pro b. all derive ult. from 
a pre-Rom. name current in the Alpine 
areas. Cf. SHAMMY. 

champ tJremp chew noisily; bite on (some
thing hard). XVI. prob. imit. 

champac tJA·mpAk Indian species of 
magnolia. xvm. - Hind. champak (Skr. 
champaka). 

champagne Ja!mpei·n wine of Champagne, 
a province of E. France XVII; see next. 

champaign tJre·mpein level open country. 
XIV. ME. champayne- OF. champagne = 
Pr. campanha, Sp. campafia, It. campagna 
(see CAMPAIGN) :-late L. campania, fern. 
sg. and n. pl., sb. uses of adj. f. campus level 
field (cf. CAMP), particularized as proper 
names of regions in France (Champagne) 
and Italy (Campagna). In XVI-XVII a very 
frequent var. was champion, -ian. 

champart Japa·r form of tenure (as in the 
Channel Islands) in which the landlord 
receives a fixed share of the produce. XVII. 
(O)F. champart :-legal L. campi partem 
(see next). 

champerty tJre·mp~.Iti tpartnership in 
power XIV (Ch.); (leg.) illegal proceeding 
in which an outside party engages to help 
a party in a suit xv. -AN. champartie, f. 
(O)F. champart division of the produce of 
land :- L. campi pars 'part of the field or 
land' (see CAMP and PART, PARTY). 

champion tJre·mpi~n fighting man; one 
who fights on behalf of another. XIII. 
- (O)F. champion = Pr. campio, Sp. cam
pion, It. campione :- medL. campio ('cam
piones gladiatores, pugnatores', Isidore), f. 
campus field, CAMP (as tabellio scrivener, 
f. tabella writing-tablet). Hence cha·mpion 
vb. tchallenge XVII (Sh.); fight on behalf of 
XIX (Scott). 

chance tJims fortune, accident; oppor
tunity. XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. 
chea(u)nce, chaunce- AN. ch(e)aunce, OF. 
cheance (mod. chance), f. cheoir fall, befall 
:-Rom. •cadere (whence also Pr. cazer, 
Sp. caer, It. cadere), for L. cadere fall (cf. 
CADENCE). Hence chance vb. XIV. cha·ncy 
tSc. lucky XVI; risky XIX; see -Y1, 

[x6x] 



CHANCEL 

chancel tJa·ns<~l part of a church reserved 
for clergy and choir. XIV. -OF. chancel 
(now in latinized form cancel) :- L. cancelli 
lattice, grating (the pl. form being extended 
to the part screened off became sg.), dim. 
of cancer lattice, perh. dissimilated form of 
career barrier, prison (cf. INCARCERATE). 

chancellor tJa·ns.:.l.:..r Chancellor a/England, 
the highest officer of the Crown XI; Chan
cellor of the Exchequer (AL. cancellarius de 
scaccaria, AN. chanceller del escheqer), the 
highest finance minister XIV; head of a uni
versity XIV; diocesan vicar-general XVI; (Sc.) 
foreman of a jury XVIII. The earliest forms 
canceler, cancheler, were succeeded by chan
celer, later (xvr) by forms with the substi
tuted suffix -our, -or (cf. ANCESTOR).- AN. 
canceler, chanceler, OF. cancelier, (and mod.) 
chancelier, semi-learned -late L. cancel
ltirius porter, secretary, f. cancelli (see 
CHANCEL) + -tirius -ER 2 ; the L. word was 
orig. applied to an officer whose position 
was ad cancellos at the bars (e.g. of a court); 
in medieval times its application varied, but 
continually rose in dignity and importance. 
The term was introduced into England in 
the reign of Edward the Confessor. 

chance-medley tfa·ns me·dli (leg.) acci
dent not purely accidental xv; inadvertence 
xvr. -AN. chance medlee, i.e. the sb. CHANCE 
and medlee, fern. pp. of medler mix (see 
MEDDLE); sometimes misunderstood as 
'accidental mixture' or 'pure chance'. 

chancery tfa·ns<~ri court of the Lord 
Chancellor ; since I 873, a division of the 
High Court of Justice. XIV. Late ME., 
reduced form of cha(u)ncel(e)rie- (O)F. 
clzancellerie, f. chancelier CHANCELLOR ; for 
the reduction cf. ME. constorie CONSISTORY. 

chancre J::e·IJb.r venereal ulcer. XVI. -F. 
chancre- L. caner-, cancer; see CANCER. 

chandelier J::end<~li;,·.I (mil.) wooden frame
work to protect sappers in trenches XVII; 
branched support to hold lights XVIII ('as 
we now modishly call them', Stukeley, 
1736). -F. chandelier, f. chandelle CANDLE; 
see -IER. g In the sense 'candlestick, 
candelabrum' the AN., OF. form was 
adopted as ME. chaundeler (XIV), remaining 
dial. till XVIII. 

chandler tfa·ndl;,.r maker or seller of 
candles XIV; retail dealer (now in corn
chandler, ship-chandler) XVI. -AN. chaun
deler, OF. chandelier, f. chandelle CANDLE; 
see -ER2

• 

change tjeind3 alteration; substitution of 
one for another ; texchange XIII ; place of 
meeting for merchants XIV; money given 
in exchange xvm. -AN. chaunge, OF. 
change, f. changer (whence change vb. XIII) 
= Pr. cambiar, Sp. cangear, It. cambiare:
late L. (Rom.) cambitire, f. L. cambire ex· 
change, barter, prob. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Jr. gaimbim tax). In the phr. on change often 
treated as aphetic of exchange and written 

CHAP 

'change. Hence (f. the vb.) cha·ngeling 
twaverer, turncoat; person, esp. an infant, 
substituted for another xvr; see -LING1• 

channeJl tJre·n<~l bed of running water 
XIII (Cursor M.); tubular passage XIV; 
course, direction XVI; groove XVII. -OF. 
chanel, partly latinized var. of chenel = Pr., 
Sp. canal, It. canale :- L. caniilem, -iilis 
pipe, groove, channel, f. canna pipe, CANE; 
see -EL 2 • Cf. CANAL. 

channeP tJ::e·n<~l (naut.) plank projecting 
horizontally from a ship's side. XVIII. 
Alteration of chain-wale (XVII), f. CHAIN (in 
the sense 'contrivance used to carry the 
lower shrouds of a mast outside the ship's 
side')+wALE. Cf. gunnel, var. of GUNWALE. 

chanson Ja·s5 song. XVII (Sh.). - (O)F. 
chanson = Pr. canso, OSp. canzdn, It. CAN
ZONE :- L. cantionem, f. cant-; see next. 

chant tJant sing XIV (Ch.); sing as to a 
chant xv. - (O)F. chanter = Pr., Sp. cantar, 
It. cantare, Rum. cfnta :- L. canttire, fre
quent. of canere sing (cf. HEN); in Rom. 
canttire entirely superseded canere. Hence 
chant sb. song XVII (Milton) ; tune to which 
the psalms, etc. are sung xvm; cf. (O)F. 
chant(:- L. cantu-s); see also PLAIN-CHANT. 

chantarelle, -erelle tfa·nt<>rel yellow kind 
of edible fungus. XVIII. - F. chanterelle, 
modL. cantharellus, dim. of cantharus 
drinking-vessel; so called from its shape. 

chanticleer tfrentikli<~·.r cock, orig. as a 
proper name. XIII. -OF. chantecler (mod. 
chanteclair), proper name of the Cock in 
the fabliau of Reynard the Fox, f. chanter 
CHANT+cler CLEAR; the sp. with -i- occurs 
in MSS. of Chaucer's works. 

chantry tJa·ntri endowment for a priest 
to pray for the departed XIV; chapel, etc., so 
endowed xv. -OF. chanterie, f. chanter 
sing, CHANT; see -ERY, -RY. 

chanty var. of SHANTY 2• 

chaos kei·os tchasm, abyss (as in Luke xvi 
26) xv; primordial formless void XVI; utter 
confusion XVII (Sh.). - F. chaos or L. chaos 
- Gr. hhdos vast chasm, void, f. IE. base 
*gh<Jw- hollow. Hence chaotic keio·tik. 
XVIII; after erotic, hypnotic; cf. F. chaotique. 

chap1 tJ::ep open fissure, spec. in the skin. 
XIV (Trevisa). rel. to chap vb. (north. dial. 
and Sc.) strike XIV; crack in fissures xv; 
similar in meaning to (M)LG., (M)Du. 
happen (whence G. happen chop off) and to 
CHOP, but initial ch cannot be explained. 

chap2 tJ::ep jaw, chiefly pl. XVI. Somewhat 
later in appearance than the synon. CHOP1 

(occurring in Dunbar as choip); of unkn. 
origin. 

chap3 tJ::ep (dial.) purchaser, customer 
XVI ; 'fellow', (young) man XVIII. abbrev. of 
CHAPMAN ; for the sense-development cf. 
callant, customer. Hence cha ·ppie, -y XIX; 
see -Y6 ; orig. Sc. 
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CHAPAREJOS 

chaparejos tJreparei·hous stout leather 
trousers. XIX. Mex. Sp. 

chaparral Jrep:me·l (U.S.) dense brush
wood. XIX. - Sp. chaparral, f. chaparro 
evergreen oak+-al (denoting a plantation, 
as in almendral). 

chap-book tfre·pbuk collector's name for 
specimens of popular literature formerly 
hawked by itinerant dealers. XIX (Dibdin). 
f. chap in CHAPMAN+ BOOK, 

chape tfeip metal plate covering an object. 
XIV, - (O)F. chape cope, hood (whence Sp., 
Pg. chapa) in techn. uses; see CAPE1• 

chapel tJa·pal oratory in a large house, etc. 
XIII ; compartment (with an altar of its own) 
of a church XIV; parochial place of worship 
dependent upon a church xv; noncon
formist place of worship XVII ; printing 
office, association of journeyman printers 
XVII. -OF. chapele (mod. chapelle) = Pr., 
Pg. capella, Sp. capilla, It. cappella :- medL. 
cappella (dim. of cappa CAPE1), orig. the 
sanctuary devoted to the preservation of 
the cloak (cappella) of St. Martin of Tours, 
later (c. 8oo) extended to oratories attached 
to palaces or the like, and to parochial 
places of worship other than churches; cf. 
CHAPLAIN. Hence cha·pelRY. XVI. 

chaperon Jre•paroun A. thood, cap XIV; 
B. woman who accompanies a young un
married woman as protector (often spelt 
-one, as if a fern. ending were required) 
XVIII (Mrs. Delany). - (O)F. chaperon, f. 
chape cope, CAPE1• Sense B appears to have 
arisen from the application of the sb. and 
of the vb. chaperonner (whence cha·peron 
vb. XVIII, Jane Austen) to protection of 
various kinds. 

chaplain tfre·plin clergyman (orig.) serving 
a chapel. XII. Early ME. capelein, super
seding OE. capellan and superseded by 
chapelein- AN., OF. capelain, chapelain = 
Pr., Sp. capellan, It. cappellano :- medL. 
cappelldnus orig. custodian of the cloak of 
St. Martin, f. cappella CHAPEL; see -AN. 
Hence cha·plainRY. XVI. 

chaplet tfre•plit wreath for the head XIV 
(ane rose of his chaplet, Barbour); string of 
beads in the rosary XVII. - (O)F. chapelet 
orig. a crown of roses, dim. of chapel (mod. 
chapeau hat) = Pr. capell, It. cappello, etc. 
:- Rom. *cappellu-s, dim. of cappa hood, 
CAPE1 ; see -ET. The application to the rosary 
arises from the orig. rose form of the beads. 

chapman tJre·pman (arch.) trader, dealer 
OE.; tpurchaser, customer (CHAP 3) XIII. 
OE. ceapman = (M)Du. koopman (cf. 
COPER), OHG. koufman (G. kaufmann); 
WGerm. camp. of *kaup- (see CHEAP) and 
MAN. 

chapter tJre·pta.I main section of a book 
XIII ; general assembly of members of a 
religious community or collegiate church 
(orig. with ref, to the reading of a chapter 

CHARE 

of Scripture or of the Rule, e.g. ad capitulum 
convenire orig. to meet for the reading of 
the chapter) XIV; members of this xv. ME. 
chapiter, later chapter (XIV)- (O)F. chapitre, 
earlier chapitle (which was also adopted in 
ME.), corr. to Pr. capitol, Sp. cabildo, It. 
capitola - L. capitulum small head, CAPITAL 
of a column, section of a law, (in Christian 
use) chapter of a book, dim. of caput HEAD. 

char1 tfii.t small fish of the trout kind. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin; appears to be 
specially assoc. with the n.w. Midlands; 
perh. of Celtic origin. 

char2 tJii.t reduce to charcoal, scorch. XVII. 
Presumably the first syll. of CHARCOAL ap
prehended as a verbal element ; cf. synon. 
and contemp. chark, which arose from the 
analysis of charcoal as tchark coal (XVI), 

char• tfii.r (i) var. of CHARE sb. from XIII; 
(ii) short for CHARWOMAN XIX. Hence as vb. 

char-a-banc Jre·rabrel) long vehicle with 
transverse seats looking forward. XIX (Lady 
Morgan, Byron). - F. char-a-bancs lit. 
'carriage with seats' (see CAR, BANK2), in its 
earlier form a long light carriage open or 
only curtained at the sides. Colloq, abbrev. 
chara Jre·ra charry Jre·ri. xx. 

character kre·rikta.r distinctive mark XIV; 
graphic symbol xv ; sum of mental and 
moral qualities XVII; personage, persona
lity xvnr. ME. caracter- (O)F. caractere 
-(mostly late) L. character- Gr. kharakdr 
instrument for marking, impress, distinctive 
nature, f. khardssein (:- *kharakj-) sharpen, 
furrow, scratch, engrave, prob. f. base 
meaning 'scratch'. So cha:racterr·STIC. 
XVII. - F. caracteristique- late Gr. kharak
teristik6s ; tcharacterical and -istical were 
earlier. cha·racteriZE. XVI. -F. or medL. 
-late Gr. 

charade Jarii·d riddle in which a word is 
enigmatically described or represented in 
action. XVIII. -F. charade- modPr. char
rado conversation, f. charra chatter, perh. 
of imit. origin. 

charcoal tfii·.rkoul solid residue of the im
perfect combustion of wood, etc. XIV. The 
second element, COAL, orig. meant 'char
coal' ; the first el. is obscure, but has been 
referred to CHARE, as if the camp. meant 
'turn-coal', Cf. CHAR2 (tclzark). 

chard tfii.rd central leaf-stalk of artichoke, 
midrib of white beet. XVII (Evelyn, who 
uses card also). -F. carde, or alteration of 
this by assoc. with chardon thistle :- late 
L. cardo(n-), for L. carduus. 

chare, char tJea.I, tfii.r tturn (in various 
senses) OE.; turn of work, odd job, esp. of 
household work (cf. CHORE) XIV. OE. cerr, 
ws. Cierr, (late) cyrr, rei. to cierran tum 
away or aside, whence chare, char vb. 
ttum OE.; tdo or accomplish (a job) xvi; 
(from the sb.) do odd turns of work XVIII, 
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CHARGE 

charge tfii:rd3 tload, burden (material or 
immaterial) XIII; task or duty laid upon one, 
custody of affairs ; precept, official instruc
tion XIV ; burden of expense ; accusation XV ; 
(from mod F.) impetuous onset XVI; (f. the 
vb.) quantity loaded (cf. CARGO) XVII. 
- (O)F. charge, corr. to Pr., Sp. carga, It. 
carica :- Rom. '*carrica, f. late L. car(ri)ctire 
load (whence (O)F. charger, Pr., Sp. cargar, 
Cat., Pg. carregar, It. car(i)care), f. L. carrus 
wagon, CAR ( cf. caballictire ride, f. caballus 
horse); cf. CARRY. So charge vb. tload, 
burden XIII ; lay a duty or command upon; 
put to expense; lay blame or accusation 
upon XIV; (from modF. put (a weapon) in 
position for offence ; make a powerful onset 
(upon) xvr. - (O)F. charger. 

charge d'affaires fa·.13ei drefe;:,•.J official 
representative of a country abroad of lower 
grade than ambassador or minister. XVIII 
(Chesterfield). F. 'one in charge of (charged 
with) affairs'. 

chariot tfre·ri;:,t teart, waggon; stately 
vehicle for the conveyance of persons. XIV. 
- (O)F. chm·iot waggon, augm. of char CAR. 
(The form charet(te)- (O)F. charrette two
wheeled carriage was in concurrent use XVI
XVII.) Hence chariotEE•R1• XVII (Milton); 
superseded tcharieter, -oter (xm-xvii) 
-OF. charieter, charioteur. 

charisma k;:,ri-zm;:, (theol.) free gift of 
God's grace. XVII. -Gr. khdrisma, f. 
kharizesthai show favour, f. khdris favour, 
grace (cf. YEARN). Also anglicized cha·riSM. 
XVII. 

charity tfre·rlti Christian love; bene
volence, charitableness ; alms. The earliest 
forms were carited, karitep (xi), repr. AN. 
vars. ; these were succeeded by the immed. 
antecedent of the present form, ME. charite 
(xm)- (O)F. charite (dial. carite) = Pr. 
caritat, Sp. caridad, It. carita- L. ctirittitem, 
ctirittis, whence F. cherte dearness, dearth, 
f. ctirus dear; see -ITY. 

charivari fariva·ri serenade of 'rough 
music', in derision of unpopular persons, 
babel of noise. xvn. -F. (earlier chalivali, 
-vari); many vars. in F. and medL.; of 
unkn. origin, perh. f!choic. t1f From its use 
as the title of a satirical journal in_ Paris it 
was adopted in that of 'Punch, or the London 
Charivari', r84r. 

charlatan fa· .Il<>t;m tmounlebank, cheap 
jack; quack XVII; pretentious impostor XIX. 
-F. charlatan- It. ciarlatano, f. ciarlare = 
Sp., Pg. charlar to babble, patter, f. imit. 
base *char- (cf. Pr. charra s.v. CHARADE). 
Some early forms (e.g. ciarlatan, Coryat) 
are based immed. on It.; B. Jonson has pl. 
ciarlatani. 

Charles's Wai:O: tfa:Jlziz wei·n the seven 
bright stars of the Great Bear. In OE. 
Carles wregn, ME. C(h)arlewayn, later 
Charles (his) wain, Carols waine, etc. 'the 

CHARTER-PARTY 

waggon (WAIN) of Charles', i.e. Charlemagne 
(see CARL); the name appears to have arisen 
through assoc. of the star-name Arcturus 
with Arturus (Arthur) and the legendary 
connexion of Arthur with Charlemagne. 
tCharlemagne(s) (var. tCharlmons) wain 
was used XIV-XVII. 

charley, charlie tfibli night watchman; 
vandyke beard (from portraits of Charles I). 
XIX. Proper name, dim. (see -Y6) of Charles 
(see CARL) ; the origin of the first sense is 
unknown. 

char lock tJa· .1lok field mustard. OE. cerlic, 
cyrlic 'I:nercurialis'' synon. with cedelc ( cf. 
dial. kedlock, tcadlock); the var. cm·lock is 
found as early as xv; of unkn. origin. 

charlotte Ja·.Il<>t (usu. apple charlotte) dish 
consisting of apple marmalade baked in 
bread XIX; also charlotte russe (i.e. Russian), 
custard in a mould of sponge cake. F. ; an 
unexpl. use of the female proper name. 

charm1 tfii.Im incantation, enchantment 
XIII ; amulet XVI; attractive quality XVII. 
- (O)F. charme :- L. carmen song, verse, 
oracular response, incantation. So charm 
vb. enchant XIV; fascinate, bewitch XV. 
- (O)F. charmer, f. the sb. 

charm2 tfii.Im (arch.) blended noise of 
many voices. xvr. Later var. of cherme (xv), 
in mod., chiefly western and southern, dial. 
chirm; repr. OE. cirm, cyrm, cerm, *Cierm 
clamour, cry:- Germ. *karmjaz, *kermjaz, 
f. *karm- *kerm- (as in OE. cearm, ceorm, 
OS. karm), f. imit. base *kar- *ker- :-IE. 
*gar- *ger-; cf. CARE, GARRULOUS. In its 
literary use, as by Milton, prob. assoc. with 
prec. 

charnel tfii· Jn;)l mortuary XIV; now only 
charnel house (xvi). -OF. charnel:- medL. 
carntile (glossed by OE. fireschus, i.e. 'flesh
house'), sb. use of n. of late L. carntilis 
CARNAL. 

charpoy tJii• .1poi light Indian bedstead. 
XIX. - Hind. chiirptii- Pers. chahtirj>tii, lit. 
four-footed (chahiirpa quadruped, bedstead; 
see FOUR, FOOT). 

charqui tfii·.Iki jerked beef. xvm. - Quichua 
echarqui dried slice of flesh or hung beef. 
Cf. JERK 2• 

chart tfii.It map (now in restricted sense). 
XVI (Digges). - L. charta (whence F. charte) 
- Gr. khdrtes, perh. of Egyptian origin. 

charter tfii·:~t<>.I document conveying a 
privilege or right. XIII. - OF. chart1·e :- L. 
chartula, dim. of charta CHART (cf. the 
phonology of chapitre CHAPTER). 

charter-party tfii-.It<>.Ipii:.lti deed between 
owners and merchants for hire of a ship 
and deliveryofthe cargo. xv. Earliest forms 
chartwrpartte, chart parte, chartipartie - F. 
charte partie- medL. charta partita 'divided 
charter', i.e. deed written out in duplicate 
and then divided like an indenture. The 
first part of the term was assim. to CHARTER. 



CHARTERHOUSE 

Charterhouse see CARTHUSIAN. 

Chartist tJa· .1tist (hist.) one of the body of 
Eng. political reformers who upheld 'the 
People's Charter' of 1837· f. L. charta (used 
in the sense of 'charter')-1--IST. 

chartreuse Ja.Itrii-z liqueur made at La 
Grande Chartreuse, near Grenoble. XIX. 
F., fern. of chartreux CARTHUSIAN. t]f Char
treux was used for Carthusian by Lydgate, 
Shakespeare, Cowley, and Pope, and for 
Charter house by Johnson. 

chartulary see CARTULARY. 

charwoman tJa·.Iwu:man woman hired to 
do household jobs. XVI (also charewoman 
XVII). f. CHAR, CHARE-j-WOMAN. 

chary tJEa·ri tsorrowful OE.; tdear, pre
cious XIV; careful, frugal XVI. OE. cearig, 
*cmrig = OS. carag (in m6dcarag sorrow
ful at heart), OHG. charag :- WGerm. 
*karagaz, f. *kar6 CARE; see -vl. 

Charybdis kari·bdis whirlpool on the 
coast of Sicily opposite the It. rock Scylla, 
with which it is proverbially coupled. XVI 
(Tottel's Miscellany, Ascham, Baxon, Sh.). 

chase1 tJeis hunting, pursuit. XIII (RGlouc.). 
-OF. chace (mod. chasse) = Pr. cassa, Sp. 
caza, It. caccia :-Rom. *captia, f. *captiare. 
So chase vb. pursue, drive away XIII (Cursor 
M.); hunt XIV. -OF. chacier (mod. chasser) 
= Pr. cassar, Sp. cazar, It. cacciare :- Rom. 
*captiare, for L. capttire, frequent. of capere 
take (cf. HEAVE). See CATCH. 

chase• tJeis adorn (metal) with engraving. 
XIV. contemp. with synon. enchase, of which 
it may be an aphetic deriv.; perh.- (O)F. 
enchasser enclose in a reliquary, put a gem 
in a setting (of which the Eng. use may be 
a spec. development), f. en EN--j-chasse 
casket, reliquary:- L. capsa CASE 2• 

chase3 tJeis A. (typogr.) frame in which 
composed type is locked up XVII; B. cavity 
of a gun-barrel XVII. perh.- F. chas enclo
sure, chasse setting, casing, case :- L. capsus 
enclosed receptacle (cf. It. casso chest), and 
capsa repository, box, CASE 2 ; but it is doubt
ful whether A and B should be coupled. 

chasm ka:·zm deep cleft or fissure (earlier 
in Gr.-L. form); intervening blank or 
hiatus. XVII. - L. chasma- Gr. khdsma 
yawning hollow, rei. to khainein gape. 

chasse Ja:·sei perform the gliding step 
called chasse. XIX(also chassez, -ey). -imper. 
of F. chasser CHASE\ or some other part of 
the vb. similarly pronounced. 

chassis Ja:·si twindow-frame, SASH XVII 
(Evelyn); base-frame of a carriage XIX. -F. 
chassis :-Rom. *capsicium, f. L. capsa CASE 2• 

chaste tJeist sexually pure. XIII. - (O)F. 
chaste, semi-pop.- L. castus. So cha·stnv. 
xm. ME. chastete- (O)F. chastete- L. 
castitas ; later assim. to L. spelling. 

CHAUVINISM 

chasten tJei-sn discipline, chastise XVI 
(Tindale); restrain from excess XIX. Exten
sion (with -EN 2) of tchaste vb. XIII (-OF. 
chastier :- L. castigare CASTIGATE), which it 
superseded. 

chastise tJa:stai·z tcorrect the faults of; 
inflict punishment on. XIV. Of doubtful 
origin; pro b. (like CHASTEN) a new formation 
on tchaste vb., or its var. tchasty (both XIII), 
after vbs. in -iser or -iss- ( -ir); see IZE, -ISH2• 

Formerly pronounced also cha·stise. Hence 
chastiseMENT tJa:·stizmant. XIV. 

chasuble tJa:·zjubl (eccl.) sleeveless vest
ment with a hole to put the head through. 
XIII. ME. chesible- OF. chesible (cf. AL. 
cassibula XIII); vars. of this were in use till 
XVI ; from XVII superseded by chasuble 
- (O)F. chasuble :-late L. casubla, obscure 
alteration of L. casula little cottage, hut, 
hooded cloak (Isidore, Augustine), dim. of 
casa house. 

chat1 tJa:t tchatter XIV-XV; converse easily 
and familiarly XVI. Shortening of CHATTER. 
So chat sb. XVI. Hence cha·tty; see -Y1• 

chat• tJa:t small bird, esp. of the warbler 
kind. XVII. pro b. imit. of their note. Also 
in furze-chat, gorse-chat, whinchat. 

chatelaine Ja:·tilein mistress of a castle, 
etc. ; chains on girdle bearing articles of 
domestic use. XIX. - F. chatelaine, fern. of 
chatelain lord of a castle (earlier chastelain, 
with var. cast-, both adopted in Eng. XIV) = 
Pr., Sp. castellan, It. -ano :- L. castelltinus, 
f. castellum CASTLE (see -AN). 

chattel tJa:·tl tproperty XIII (in pl. chateus); 
movable possession ; property other than 
real estate XVI. - OF. chatel (the var. is repr. 
by catel CATTLE) = Pr. captal :- medL. 
capitate; see CAPITAL 1• 

chatter tJa:·ta.I (of birds and men) utter 
a rapid succession of vocal sounds. XIII. 
imit., of frequent. formation; see -ER5

• 

Hence sb. XIII. chatterbox tJa:·ta.Iboks 
habitual chatterer. XIX. f. prec., after 
tprattle-box (XVII-XVIII), which itself was 
pro b. modelled on sauce-box (XVI; cf. 'Why 
sauce boxes must you be pratling ?' I s88). 

chatty tJa:·ti Indian water-pot. XVIII. 
- Hindi chtifi. 

chauffeur Jou·fa.I driver of a motor-car. 
xx. F. 'stoker', 'fireman', f. chau.ffer heat up, 
CHAFE = Pr. calfar :-Gallo-Rom. *calefiire, 
for L. calefacere (see CALEFACTION). 

chauvinism Jou·vinizm exaggerated belli
cose patriotism, jingoism. 187o. -F. 
chauvinisme (1843), f. name of Nicolas 
Chauvin, a veteran of the First Republic 
and Empire, noted for demonstrative 
patriotism, ,and popularized as the name of 
a character in 'La Cocarde tricolore', 1831, 
by the brothers Cogniard; see ·ISM. 



CHAVENDER 

chavender tJre·vinda.I chub. xv. rel. to 
CHEVIN (cheueyne, xv). 

chaw-bacon tf5·bei:kn country bumpkin. 
XIX. f. chmv, var. of CHEW+BACON. 

chawbuck tf5·bAk whip (in India). XVII. 

f. Pers. and Urdu chiibuk horse-whip. Hence 
vb. XVII. Cf. CHABOUK. 

cheap tfip adj. low-priced; adv. at a low 
price. XVI. ellipt. for tgood cheap (compar. 
tbetter cheap) XIV--XVII, for earlier tto greate 
cheape, tat good cheape XIV-XV 'as a great 
or good bargain', phr. formed, after (O)F. 
a bon marche 'at good market', on 1\tiE. chep, 
OE. ceap barter, bargain, price, market = 
OFris. kap, OS. ki5p (Du. koop), OHG. kouf 
(G. kauf) :- WGerm. *kaupa (cf. ON. 
kaup :- "'kaupam); rel. to OE. ciepan (:
*kaupjan) and ceapian trade, bargain (ME. 
chepe) = Du. koopen (cf. COPER), G. kaufen, 
Goth. kaupon ; all based on an early Germ. 
adoption of L. caupo small tradesman, inn
keeper ( cf. cauponiiri traffic) and so belong
ing to the same stratum of adoptions as 
MONGER. (j[ OE. ceap survives in the proper 
names Cheapside, East Cheap, Chepstow 
(OE. ceapstow market-place), Chapman (OE. 
ceapmann CHAPMAN), and the verb in Chip
ping (Campden, Norton, etc.). Cf. also 
CHAP 3, 

cheat tfit tescheat XIV; tbooty, spoil; 
t(thieves' cant) stolen thing, (gen.) thing, 
article XVI; fraud; deceiver, impostor XVII. 
Aphetic of ESCHEAT. The two last senses 
are from the vb., which appears xv with the 
sense 'escheat', and from XVI with the sense 
'defraud, deceive'; but chea·ter is earlier 
(XIV)- AN. chetour, for eschetour, .and had 
the specific sense 'dishonest gamester' 
(xvi-xvrr). 

chebec see XEBEC. 

check' tfek threat to the king at chess XIV; 
tattack, reprimand XIV; (from the vb.) 
arrest, stoppage, restriction XVI ; counter
foil, identifying token (cf. CHEQUE) xvm. 
Aphetic- OF. eschec (mod. echec), altera
tion of *eschac (pl. -as) = Pr. escac, Sp. 
jaque, Pg. xaque, It. scacco :-Rom. (medL.) 
scaccu-s- Arab. - Pers. shiih king, SHAH; 
cf. CHECKMATE, CHESS, EXCHEQUER. So 
check vb. put in check, arrest, stop. XIV. 
Aphetic- OF. eschequier, f. eschec. 

check2 tJek pattern of cross lines forming 
squares. XIV; also vb. xv. prob. short for 
checker, CHEQUER. 

checkmate tfe·kmei:t call at chess at the 
move which puts the king into inextricable 
check. XIV. Aphetic- OF. eschec mat = 
Pr. escac mat, It. scaccomatto, etc. - Pers. 
shiih miit the king is helpless; see CHECK1 

and MAT 2
• Hence as vb. XIV. 

Cheddar tJe·d;u epithet of a cheese named 
after a Somerset village. XVII, 

CHEFFONffiR 

chee-chee, chi-chi tJi-tJi minced English 
of half-breeds in India. XVIII. perh. -
Hindi chhichhi fie! excl. attrib. to Eurasians, 
if not merely imit. of affected pronunc. 

cheek tfik tjaw, jawbone; fleshy side of 
the face OE. ; side, side-piece (in techn. 
uses) XIV ; (colloq.) insolence, cool assurance 
XIX. OE. ceoce = OFris. ziiike :- WGerm. 
*keukon; varying with OE. ceace, cece = 
(M)LG. kiike, keke, MDu. kiike (Du. kaak) 
:- WGerm. *ktekon; there are no known 
cogns. outside WGerm. Hencechee·kY1 XIX. 

cheep tfip utter shrill feeble sounds. XVI. 
In early use only Sc. (Dunbar, G. Douglas, 
Lynclesay); of imit. origin; cf. PEEP 2• 

cheer tJi::>.I tface, visage; disposition, mood 
(only arch. in TVhat cheer?, be of good cheer, 
etc.); kindly reception XIII; fare, provisions 
XIV; (from the vb.) shout of encouragement 
or welcome XVIII ('We gave them a cheer, 
as the seamen call it', Defoe). ME. chere 
- AK. chere, OF. chiere face (mod. chere in 
phr. faire bonne chere give a welcome, feed 
well) = Pr., Sp. cara face (not in It. or 
Rum.) :-late L. cara face- Gr. kdrii head. 
Hence cheer vb. make cheerful XIV; en
courage by word or deed xv. chee·rFuL1 

tfia· .rfl, tf5• .rfl. XIV; the second pronunc. is 
given by Sheridan and Walker. chee·rly 
adv. XVI, 

cheese1 tfiz food made of pressed curds 
OE. cese, *ciese, cyse = OS. kiisi, k(i)esi (Du. 
kaas), OHG. chiisi (G. kiise) :- WGerm. 
*kiisjo- L. ciiseus, which is continued in 
the Rom. langs., exc. in the Gallo-Rom. 
area, where '1formiiticus (F. fromage, Pr. 
formatge) 'cheese made in a form' was 
substituted. (The L. word was adopted 
also in Celtic, as (O)Ir. cdise, Gael. caise, 
W. caws.) (j[ A native Germ. word is repr. by 
ON. ostr (Sw., Da. ost) :- *justaz (adopted 
in Finn. as juusto ), rel. to L. jus JUICE; this 
denoted orig. a liquid kind, the firm kind, 
introduced into Germ. areas from the South, 
carrying with it the L. name. 

cheese2 tfiz the correct thing. XIX. -Hind. 
- Pers. chiz thing. 

cheeseJ tfiz (thieves' sl.) cheese it, stop, 
have done. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

cheetah tfi·ta the hunting leopard, Felis 
jubata. XVIII. - Hind. chitii- Skr. chitraka 
speckled, variegated, f. chitra spot, mark 
( cf. CHIT 2). 

chef Jef head cook. XIX. F., for chef de 
cuisine 'head of cooking or kitchen'; see 
CHIEF. 

chef d'reuvre f ei-, JEd8·vr masterpiece. xvn. 
F., orig. work qualifying for mastery in a 
craft (lit. 'principal piece of work'). 

cheffonier Jefania·.I. XVIII.· Formerly 
chiffonier and earlier chijjon(n)iere- fern. of 
F. chijjonnier rag-picker (cf. CHIFFON), 
applied to a piece of furniture with drawers 
in which needlework materials, scraps of 
cloth, etc. are put away. 

[I66] 



CHEIR(O)-

cheir(o)- kai:J•rou, kairo· comb. form of 
Gr. kheir hand (which has immed. cognates 
only in Arm., Alb., and Tokh.). Also 
CHIRO-. 

Cheka tJe·ka Soviet organization super
seded by Ogpu. XX. Russ. che and ka, names 
of the initial letters of chrezvychdinaya 
komissiya extraordinary commission. 

chela ki'l<~ (zoo!.) prehensile claw. XVII 
(chely, Sir T. Browne). modL: alteration of 
L. chele or its source Gr. khele. 

chemic ke·mik talchemical xvr; tpert. to 
Paracelsian medicine (based on chemical 
doctrines); pert. to chemistry XVII. Earlier 
form chymick- F. chimique or modL. chi-, 
chymicus, for alchimicus ALCHEMIC. So 
che·miCAL. xvr (earlier than chemic in the 
last sense). The sp. che-, dating from mid
XVII, is based on Gr. khemiii, khemeiii (cf. 
ALCHEMY). 

chemise Jimi·z woman's linen body under
garment. XIX (Byron). - (O)F. chemise = 
Pr., Pg., Sp. camisa, It. camicia :- late L. 
camisia shirt, nightgown (Jerome).IJ] Casual 
adoptions of the F. word in other senses are 
found earlier (from XIII), and the L. word 
was adopted in OE. cernes, whence ME. 
kemes. 

chemist ke·mist talchemist XVI ; one 
versed in chemistry XVII ; dealer in medicinal 
drugsxvii. Earlier form chymist- F. chimiste, 
tchymiste- modL. chimysta, chimista, for 
a[chimista ALCHEMIST. Cf. CHEMIC. Hence 
che·mistRY talchemy ; branch of science 
dealing with natural elementary substances. 
xvn (chymistry). The sp. has been assim. to 
chemical. 

chenille f:Jni-1 kind of velvety cord. XVIII. 
-F. chenille hairy caterpillar = Pr. canilha 
:- L. canicula small dog, dim. of canis dog 
(cf. CANICULAR). 

cheque, U.S. check tJek (banking) 
tcounterfoil ; written order to a banker to 
pay out money. xvm. Spec. use of CHECK 
in the sense 'device for checking the amount 
of an item', with Eng. sp. perh. after e~
chequer. IJ] F. cheque is from Eng. 

chequeen see SEQUIN, ZECCHIN. 

chequer tJe·b.I chess, chess-board XIII; 
texchequer XIV; chess-board or chequered 
pattern XVII. Aphetic of EXCHEQUER. Hence 
che·quer vb. diversify as with a chess
board pattern. XIV. 

chequy, chequee tJe·ki (her.) chequered. 
xv. Aphetic- AN. eschekee, OF. escheque, 
marked with chess-board pattern, f. eschec; 
see CHESS, -Y5

• 

cherimoya tJerimoi·:J (pulpy fruit of) a 
Peruvian tree, Anona Cherimolia. XVIII. 
(Also -oyer; cf. F. cherimolier)- modL. 
cherimolia- native name. 

cherish tfeorif hold dear, entertain, cheer; 
guard carefully, harbour fondly. XIV. 

CHESS 

- (O)F. cMriss-, extended stem of cherir, 
f. cher dear :- L. ciiru-s ( cf. CHARITY); see 
-ISH 2

• 

cheroot . f:Jril't cigar with the ends cut off 
square. XVII. -F. cheroute- Tamil shuruttu 
roll of tobacco. · · 

cherry tJe·ri (stone fruit of) the tree Prunus 
Cerasus, not indigenous toW. Europe. XIV. 
ME. cheri(e), chiri(e)- ONF. cherise (which 
was apprehended as pl.), mod. cerise = Pr. 
cereisa, Sp. cereza, It. ciliegia :- medL. 
ceresia, for *cerasia, per h. orig. n. pl. of adj. 
ceraseus, f. L. cerasus - Gr. kerasos (whence 
late Gr. kerdsion, kerasid, -ea cherry-tree). 
IJ] The L. form is repr. by OE. ciris (in 
comps. ; cf. ME. chirritre XII), cyrse, MDu. 
kerse (Du. kers), OHG. kirsa (G. kirsche) 
:- WGerm. *kirissd :- *keresjd. 

chersonese k<~·.Is;,nis (arch.) peninsula. 
XVII. - L. chersonesus- Gr. khers6nesos, f. 
khersos dry (cf. HIRSUTE)+nesos island. 

chert, chirt tf;i.It flint-like variety of 
quartz. XVII (Plot). Local (n. midi.) name 
of unkn. origin, taken up by geologists. 

cherub tJe·r;,b, (as tsg. and pl.) che·rubim 
t(cherubim) seat or dwelling of the Deity 
(after biblical use) OE.; (cherub, -im, -in) 
angel(s) of the second order of the pseudo
Dionysian hierarchy XIII (Orm); t(cherubin) 
beautiful or beloved woman (Sh.); (cherub) 
beautiful innocent child XVIII. OE. and 
ME. cherubin, -im, ult. (through L. and F.) 
from O.T. Heb. k'rubim, pl. of kerub- Ac
cadian kariibu gracious, ki1·ubu propitious, 
f. kardbu incline graciously. The currency 
of the word is due primarily to renderings 
of Vulgate L. cheriib, cheriibin, LXX Gr. 
kheroub, kheroubim, -in, -ein. The forms 
cherubin, -im when applied to angels were 
pluralized in Eng. as cherubins (xm), -ims 
(xvi), which were ousted through scholarly 
reaction by cherubim (XVII, Bacon, Milton); 
sg. cherub occurs in the Wycl. Bible; pl. 
cherubs is used by Tindale and Coverdale. 

chervil tJ;i· .Ivil garden pot-herb, Anthriscus 
Cerefolium. OE. cerfille, -felle, corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du. kervel, OHG. kervela 
(G. kerbel)- L. ch:£rephylla, -phyllum- Gr. 
khairephullon, perh. f. khairein greet + 
phlillon leaf. IJ] F. cerfeuil, It. cerfoglio, are 
- L. var. c;:erefolium. 

chess tfes game played on a chequered 
board of 64 squares. XIII (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic- OF. esches (mod. echecs), pl. of 
eschec CHECK1

• Hence che·ssmen the 
pieces and pawns with which the game is 
played. xv (Caxton). Partly alteration of 
chessemeyne (also in Caxton), 'chess-com
pany' (see MEINIE, which was used for the 
men in XIV); partly comp. of chess with the 
pl. of MAN (which was used for a piece 
c. 1400, after AN. home and medL. homo; cf. 
Ice!. skdkmaour). IJ] For chessemeynP. cf. W. 
gwerin body of persons, in gwerin y wydd
bwyll chessmen. 



CHESS-TREE 

chess-tree tfe·stri (naut.) either of two 
pieces of wood having holes for attaching 
the lower corners of the mainsail. XIV 
(Sandahl). f. unidentified el. + TREE 
('wood'). 

chest tfest box, coffer OE.; thorax XVI. 
OE. cest, *ciest, cist, corr. to OFris., MDu. 
kiste (Du. kist), OHG. chista (G. kiste), ON. 
kista (whence ME. kiste) :- Germ. *kist6, 
-on- L. cista (whence also \V., Gael. cist, 
lr. ciste; cf. CISTER!'!)- Gr. kisti! box, chest. 

Chesterfield tfe·st;ufild applied to an 
overcoat (xix) and a sofa (xx), presumably 
named after an earl of Chesterfield. 

chestnut tfe·snAt (edible nut of) the tree 
Castanea vesca XVI (chesten nut); short for 
HORSE chestnut XIX. The first element is ME. 
chesteine, chasteine (XIV)- OF. chastaine 
(mod. chlitaigne) = Pr. castanha, Sp. castana 
(cf. CASTANET), It. castagna :- L. castanea 
- Gr. kastmu!a chestnut, also kastdneion, 
short for kastdneion kdruon nut of Castan~ea 
(Pontus) or Castana (Thessaly). The L. 
word was adopted in WGerm. as *kastinjii 
(for *kastanja), whence OE. cisten(beam) 
chestnut tree, OHG. chestinna. 

cheval-glass fav~e·lglas long mirror swung 
on a frame. XIX (Dickens, Thackeray). f. 
F. cheval horse, (hence) support ( cf. EASEL)+ 
GLASS. 

chevalier fevali;,•J horseman, knight xrv; 
cavalier, gallant XVII. ME. chevaler- A~. 
chevaler, (O)F. chevalier = Pr. cavalier, 
Sp. caballero, It. cavaliere :- medL. cabal
larius, f. L. cab altus horse ; refash. after 
modF. in XVI. Cf. CAVALIER. 

chevaux-de-frise f;,voudafri·z spiked con
trivance for obstructing cavalry. XVII. F., 
lit. 'horses of Friesland', so called because 
they were first used by the Frisians to com
pensate for their lack of cavalry; called in 
Du. Vriesse ruyters Frisian cavalry. 

chevelure favlli·r head of hair (xv), xvu. 
In late ME. naturalized as fchevaler- OF. 
cheveleure (mod. -elure) = Pr., Sp. cabe
lladura, It. capellatura (now usu. capiglia
tura) :- L. capilliitzira, f. capilliitus haired, 
f. capillus hair; in xvn - modF.; see -eRE. 

chevin tfe·vin chub. xv. -OF. chevenne, 
chevesne (mod. chevanne) :-Rom. *capi
tinem, f. L. capita orig. big-head, f. capit-, 
caput HEAD. Cf. CHAVENDER. 

Cheviot, cheviot tfe·viat name of the 
mountain range on the borders of England 
and Scotland and of a breed of sheep thriv
ing there, noted for their fine thickset wool, 
from which a cloth is made. XIX. 

chevron Je·vran (her.) charge of this shape 
A XIV: mark of officer's rank XIX. - (O)F. 
chevron = Pr. cabrion, Sp. cabrio rafter, che
vron, long-service stripe :- Rom. *caprione, 
f. caper goat, corr. to ON. hajr he-goat; 
cf. Sp. cabriol rafter:- L. capreolus (dim. of 
caper), the pl. of which was applied to two 
pieces of wood inclined like rafters, 

CIDCK 

chevrotain, chevrotin Je·vroutein, -tin 
small musk deer. XVIII. -F. chevrotain, 
-tin, dim. of OF. chevrot, dim. of chevre 
goat:- L. capra, fern. of caper (see prec.). 

chew tfii grind to pulp with the teeth. 
OE. ceowan, pt. ceaw, cuwon, pp. cowen) = 
MLG. keuwen (Du. kauwen), OHG. kiuwan 
(G. kauen) :- WGerm. *kewwan (cf. ON. 
tyggva, tyggja, with j- stem and dissimila
tion of k), rei. to OS!. zivati chew, Arm. kiv, 
L. gingiva gum. Conjugated wk. from XIV. 
The var. chaw is now dial. or vulgar exc. in 
CHAW-BACON. 

Chian kai·an pert. to Chios, island in the 
.!Egean Sea, famous for its wme. xvu. f. 
L. Chius- Gr. Khfos, adj. of Khios+-AN. 

chianti ki~e·nti Italian wine. XIX. Named 
from the Chianti Mountains, Tuscany, the 
place of its production. 

chiaroscuro kiaroskii·rou fpainting in 
light and shade ; disposition of light and 
shade. XVII. It., f. chiaro CLEAR+oscuro 
dark, OBSCURE. 

chiasmus kai~e·zmas figure of speech in 
which the order of parallel words in phrases 
is inverted. XIX. - modL. - Gr. khiasmos 
crossing, diagonal arrangement, f. khidzein 
mark with the letter X (kh'i). 

chiaus tJaus Turkish messenger. XVI 
(Hakluyt). - Turk. chaush messenger, 
herald, sergeant. Cf. F. chiaoux. 

chibouk tJibii·k Turkish tobacco-pipe. 
XIX (chibouque, Byron). -Turk. chibiik 
small stick, tube of pipe, pipe, partly 
through F. chibouque. 

chic fik good style; stylish. XIX. - F. chic 
(in artist's slang XIX), perh. identical with 
chic (xvi) trickery in legal matters, (in 
Walloon) skill in conducting legal cases 
(- MLG. schick order, skill), or joe. shorten
ing of chicane (see next). 

chicanery Jikei·nari legal trickery, quib
bling. xvn (Overbury). - F. chicanerie, f. 
chicaner pursue at law (xv, Villon), quibble, 
wrangle, of unkn. origin; see -ERY. So 
chica·ne sb. XVII (Locke). -F., f. the vb.; 
chica·ne vb. use chicanery, quibble. XVII. 
-F. chicaner. '1f 'We have hardly any words 
that do so fully expressethe French clinquant, 
naivete, ennui, bizarre, concert, fafonier, 
chicaneries, consomme, emotion, defer, effort, 
chocq, entours, debouche' (Evelyn, Letter to 
Sir P. Wyche, 20 June 1665). 

chicha t[i·tJa fermented liquor of S. 
America. XVII. Arner. Sp. 

chick tfik chicken. XIV. Shortening . of 
CHICKEN which prob. lost the final n, like 
pps. and such words a~ seve~!, ir; southern 
dialects (in some of wh1ch chzck 13 now Gg., 

with pl. chicken). Hence chi·c~abiddy 
child's name for a fowl XVIII; fbzddy fowl 
(Sh.), with connecting vowel. 
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CHICKEN 

chicken tfi·kin young fowl. OE. cicen, 
cjicen (late WS.), *ciecen :-Germ. *kiukinam, 
f. *keuk-, gradation-var. of *kuk- COCK, 
with dim. suffix characteristic of animal
names (cf. SWINE); corr. synon. forms are 
(M)Du. kieken, Du. kuiken, (M)LG. kuken, 
MHG. kiichelin (G. kiichlein), ON. kjziklingr. 
Shortening of the stem-vowel was due to 
its position in OE. syncopated inflexional 
forms, as *dcnes, *dcnu; cf. rveapon. See 
CHICK. Hence chi·cken-pox varicellaxvm; 
perh. so named because of the mildness of 
the disease, but by some an allusion to 
chick-pea has been assumed. 

chi~k-J?ea tfi·kpi dwarf species of pea. xvr. 
ong. czche pease(n), later (to XVIII) chich peas 
- ~· (pois) chiche (earlier tciche)- L. cicer 
ch!c~-p~a. . The _form chick-pea, perh. 
ongmatmg m a misprint, occurs in Lisle's 
'Hus):>andry', 1752, along with chickling 
(cultivated vetch), which was orig. c(h)ichling 
(XVI, W. Turner). 

chickw~ed t~i·kwid small weedy plant, 
Stellan~ medra, etc. XVI. Earlier (and still 
Sc.) chzckenweed (xv), so called from being 
eaten by chickens. 

chicory tfi·bri the plant Cichorium 
Intybus XV; ground root of this used with 
or instead of coffee XIX. Late ME. cicoree 
-_F. tcicoree, mod. chicoree (Norman
Prcard _form) endive- medL. cic(h)orea, 
for L. czchoreum, cichorium- Gr. kikhoreia, 
kikhora n. pl., kiklzorion. Cf. SUCCORY. 

chide tfaid twrangle; dispute angrily with 
OE.; scold, reprove XIII. OE. Cidan, of 
unkn. origin; pt. cidde, pp. cidd whence 
mod. chid. From XVI the conjug~tion was 
assim. to that of ride in chode (Coverdale) 
chiddeiz; in recent times chided and chidded 
have also been used, beside the normal chid. 

chief tJif head man; (feudal law) in chief 
(OF. en chief, medL. in capite) holding or 
held immediately from the lord paramount 
XIII; thead, top XIV; (her.) in chief on the 
upper part of the shield xv. - (O)F. chef, 
tchief = Pr. cap, Sp. cabo, It. capo ;-Rom. 
*capum, for L. caput HEAD. As adj. XIII 
(chef chyrche, chef cite, chef conseler), as in 
OF. (e.g. chef baillij, chef sire, chieve seignu
rie); cf. the attrib. and adj. use of head. 
Hence chie·fLY2• XIV. 

chieftain tJHtan chief; captain. XIV. 
Late ME. cheftain, alteration, by assim. to 
prec., of earlier "tche•oetaine- OF. chevetaine 
semi-pop. -late L. capitiineus (see CAPTAIN): 

chield tfild, chiel tJil tchild XIV; servant 
(as in tchalmer chiel(d) valet) xv; young 
man, lad, fellow XVI. Sc. var. of CHILD. 

chiff-chaff tJi-ftJref one of the warblers, 
Phylloscopus rufus. XVIII (Gilbert White). 
imit. of the bird's note. 

chiffon JHm, fi-£5 (pl.) fallals, finery XVIII; 
diaphanous silky muslin XIX (late). -F., f. 
chijfe scrap of paper, rag, of unkn. origin. 

CHIME 

chignon Jinj5·, Jin<>•n coil of hair worn at the 
nape of the neck. XVIII. - F. chignon orig. 
nape of the neck, earlier chaaignon ;- Rom. 
*catenione, f. L. catena CHAIN; cf. -ooN. 

chigoe tJi·gou W. Indian and S. American 
flea. XVII. Earliest in F. form chique; later 
chego(e), chig(g)er, jigger; presumably a 
native name. 

chilblain tJi·lblein inflammatory swelling 
of hands and feet. XVI. f. CHILL+BLAIN, 
or reduction of *chilled blain (child-blane is 
recorded XVII). 

child tJaild young human being OE. ; 
youth of gentle birth (OE.). A 'Nord pecu
liar to English. OE. cild :- *kilpam, rel. 
to Goth. kil,bei womb, inkil]lo pregnant, 
quasi 'fruit of the womb'; OSw. kulder, 
holder (Sw. hull), ODa. kol(l) (Da. kuld) 
young of a litter, child, have been compared. 
The orig. nom. pl. of OE. cild was unin
flected; later OE. has nom. pl. cildru, g. 
Cildra, whence ME. childre (mod. dial. 
childer), the addition to which of the weak 
pl. ending -(e)n produced the surviving 
standard pl. children (XII). OE. g.pl. cildra 
is repr. in Childermas Holy Innocents' Day 
(see MASS1). As a title often sp. Childe, as 
in Byron's Childe Harold (cf. Horn Childe 
XIII/XIV). See also CHIELD. 

chiliad ki·lia!d x,ooo, esp. I,ooo years. XVI. 
-late L. chiliad-, -as- Gr. khiliad-, khiliris, 
f. khtlioi x,ooo (perh. rei. to L. mille xooo, if 
this is :- *smiJghesli 'one thousand'; cf. Skr. 
saJhrisram 'one thousand'); see -AD1• 

chill tJil sb., adj., and vb. The earliest 
recorded member of this group is the verb 
('grow cold'), which appears in late XIV. 
Its origin is obscure; in the pp. tchild 
('Piers Plowman' C. XVIII 49) it may repr. 
an OE. *cieldan, *Cildan (:-Germ. *kalpjan, 
f. *kal]laz COLD). The adj. chill (XVI) may 
be an alteration of tchild on the analogy of 
cool, cold; the sb. chill (xvii) is f. the vb. 
and is not a continuation of ME. tche(e)le :
OE. cele, ciele (:- *kaliz, f. *kalan be COLD). 
Hence chi·lly XVI; see -Y1• Cf. CHILBLAIN. 

chilli, chilly tJi-li dried pod of capsicum. 
XVII. - Sp. chile, chili- Aztec chilli. 

chimrera kaimia·ra, kim- (Gr. myth.) 
fire-breathing monster; horrible phantasm; 
wild fancy. xvr. - L. chinuma- Gr. khi
maira she-goat, monster, f. khimaros he-goat. 
Preceded XIV-XVI by an anglicized form 
tchimere (cf. F. chimere). So chimeriCAL1 

kime·rikal. xvn; after F. chimerique. 

chime1 tfaim tcymbal xm; tapparatus for 
striking bells xv ; set of bells or of sounds 
produced by them XVI; (musical) concord, 
harmony XVII. ME. chimbe, chymbe, chim(e), 
prob. arose from chym(b)e bell (xm-xv), 
which may have been an analysis of a ME. 
*chimbel :- OE. cimbal- L. cymbalum CYM
BAL. So chime vb. tmake a musical sound 
XIV; accord or join in harmoniously XVII. 
The relation of sb. and vb. is not dear. 
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cmME 
chime•, chimb tfaim projecting rim of a 

cask. XIV (Ch.). prob. identical with the sb. 
occurring in OE. cimsttin base, pedestal, 
cimlren clamp-iron, Cimbing joint, corr. to 
MDu. kimme (Du. kim) edge of a cask, 
MLG. kimme, kimm (whence G. kimme), 
perh. rei. to COMB. 

chimere tfimi"·.r, Ji- kind of tabard, spec. 
that worn over the rochet by bishops. XIV 
(Barbour). The earliest evidence is Sc., 
with varying stress (cf. tchimmer); in AL. 
chimera (XIV); obscurely rei. to Sp. zamarra 
(whence F. tsamarre, tchamarre) sheepskin 
cloak, It. zimarra, cimarralong robe (whence 
F. simarre, tchimarre loose gown xvn), 
prob. to be ult. referred to Arab. sammiir 
Siberian weasel. 

chimney tfi·mni tfireplace; tstove; smoke
flue. XIV. - (O)F. cheminee fireplace, chim
ney, corr. to It. camminata-late L. camlntita, 
perh. orig. for camera camlntita room with 
a fireplace, f. camlnus - Gr. kdmlnos oven, 
furnace, rei. to kamdrti (see CHAMBER). 

chimpanzee tfimpaonzi· African ape, 
Anthropopithecus. XVIII. - F. chimpanze, 
-native name in Angola, W. Africa. 

chin tfin extremity of the lower jaw. OE. 
cin(n), corr. (with variation of gender and 
declension) to OFris. kin, OS. kinni (Du. 
kin), OHG. chinni (G. kinn), ON. kinn chin, 
lower jaw, Goth. kinnus cheek; CGerm. 
*kinn- :- *kenw- :-IE. *genw-, whence Gr. 
genus lower jaw, Skr. hdnus jaw (with aber
rant h-), L. gena cheek, Oir. gin mouth, 
W. gen jaw, chin (cf. further Gr. gndthos, 
Lith. Zdndas jaw). 

china tfai·na fine semi-transparent earthen
ware. Short for china ware, i.e. ware from 
China. The Pers. form chlni (prop. adj.), 
widely diffused in the East, gave rise to 
Eng. chiny (xvi), chen(e)y, chenea (xvn), 
whence the former pronunc. tfei·ni, tfi·ni. 

chinch tJintJ bed-bug. xvn. - Sp. chinc/ze 
= It. cimice :- L. cimicem, nom. cimex. 

chinchilla tJintJi·l" smallS. Amer. rodent. 
xvn. - Sp. chinchilla, dim. of chinche (see 
prec.). 

chin-chin tJi·ntfin (colloq.) phr. of saluta
tion. XVIII. -Chinese t'sing t'sing. 

chine1 tfain tcleft, chink OE.; (generalized 
from place-names in Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight) deep narrow ravine cut by 
a stream. XIX. OE. cinu = MDu. ki!ne (Du . 
• ~een), f. Germ. base *k'i- burst open, repr. 
also by OE. Cinan = OS., OHG. kinan, 
Goth. keinan sprout, shoot forth, CHIT1• 

chine• tfain spine, backbone. XIV. Aphetic 
-OF. eschine (mod. echine) = Pr. esquina, 
Sp. esquena, It. schiena :-Rom. *sklna, 
blending of Germ. *skin- (in OHG. scina, 
G. schiene) and L. spina SPINE. 

chine8 tfain projecting rim. XV. Unexpl. 
var. of CHIME2• 

CHIRP 

Chinese tfaini·z pert. to (native of) China. 
xvn. f. China (Indian name)+-ESE. Earlier 
Chinnish and Chinian (xv1) were used; and 
in XVII Chinenses pl. (Burton), Chinensian, 
Chinesian, Chino(- OSp.), Chinois (Purchas) 
(-F.). Chinese is now invariable for the pl.; 
formerly Chineses was regular; a new sg. 
Chinee tfaini· (XIX, Bret Harte 187o) is of 
U.S. origin, as is also Chink tfiiJk (xx), an 
irreg. formation. 

chink1 tfiiJk fissure, cleft; slit. XVI. pro b. 
of dial. origin; rei. in some way, as yet un
determined, to CHINE1• 

chink2 tJiiJk make a sharp ringing sound. 
xvi. imit. ; cf. Du. kinken. Hence as sb. 
the sound; (sl.) money XVI. 

Chinook tJinu·k jargon based on English 
used by N. Amer. Indians. XIX. Name of 
an Indian tribe on Columbia River, N. 
America, with which intercourse was car
ried on by the Hudson Bay Company. 

chintz tJints varicoloured cotton cloth with 
floral designs. XVII. Fanciful sp. of chints, 
orig. pl. of chint- Hindi clzivt (also Marathi 
chit, whence F. chite, Pg. chita) :- Skr. 
chitra variegated ( cf. CHIT 2

). 

chip tJip small thin piece of wood, stone, 
etc. XIV. repr. OE. cipp, cyp beam, corr. to 
OS. kip post, kipa stave (Du. kip beam of 
a plough), OHG. chipfa (G. dial. kipj, kipfe) 
axle, stave, ON. keppr stick, staff. The 
transference of sense in Eng. is remarkable; 
the basic sense seems to be 'piece hewn or 
cut'. So chip vb. tchap XIV; pare the crust 
from (bread) xv; crack and break open XVI; 
cut with an axe or adze XVII; cf. OE. *cippian 
(in forlypped 'prrecisus') = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
kippen hatch out by chipping the shell. 
Hence chi·ppy pert. to chips XVIII; dry as 
a chip, (hence) 'off colour' XIX; see -Y1• 

chipmunk, -muck tJi·ptnAIJk, -mAk N. 
Amer. ground-squirrel, Tamias. XIX (J. F. 
Cooper). Of Algonquin origin. 

chippendale tJi·pandeil f. name of Thomas 
Chippendale, which belonged to three Eng
lish cabinet-makers of XVIII. 

chir(o)- kaia·rlou, k~iar;>· more usua~ va~. of 
cHEIRO-, as in chrroGRAPH tobl!gatwn, 
bond xv (cirographe, Caxton); papal expres
sion of will in writing XVI ; indenture XVII. 
-F. chirographe- L. c/zirographum- Gr. 
kheir6gmphon; chi·roMANCY divination 
by the hand. xv (Lydg.). -F. or L.- Gr. 
chiro·podist one who treats the hands and 
the feet. 1785 (D. Low 'Chiropodologia'). 
f. Gr. kheir hand, pod-, pous FOOT+-IsT. 

chirp tf5.rp utter a short _sharp thi~ sou~d. 
xv. Svmbolical modificatiOn of earlrer c/zzrk 
(xiv, "ch. ; cf. OE. cearcian 'stridere') or 
chirt (xrv, Ch.). Hence chirrup t~i·:<~P 
XVI ; a modification due to strong tnlhng 
of the r. 



CHIRURGEON 

chirurgeon, etc., see SURGEON, etc. So 
chirurgical kai;lr5·.ld3ik;}l surgical. XVI. 
-F. cirurgical or medL. cirurgicalis, f. 
cirurgicus. 

chisel tfi-zl cutting tool with the edge 
transverse to the axis. XIV. - ONF. chisel 
(mod. ciseau, in pl. scissors) = Pr. cizel, 
Cat. sisell (whence Sp. cincel, Pg. cinzel) :
Rom. *cisellum, for *ca!sellum (whence It. 
ceullo) after late L. cigorium (see SCISSORs), 
f. cis-, var. of cres-, stem of credere cut ( cf. 
CJESURA). 

chit1 tfit young of a beast XIV (Wycl. Bible) ; 
very young person ; (potato) shoot XVII. 
perh. repr. obscurely OE. ci]J, ME. chithe 
shoot, sprout, seed, mote (in the eye), corr. 
to OS. *kio (in cidlek tax on fagots), MDu. 
kijt, OHG. -kidi (MHG. kide, kit) sprout; 
f. Germ. *ki- split (cf. CHINE1). 

chit2 tJit letter, note, certificate, pass. 
XVIII. Shortening of tchitty (xvu) - Hindi 
chitthi, Marathi chitti :- Skr. chitra spot, 
mark; see CHINTZ. 

chit-chat tJi-ttJret. XVIII. Reduplication 
on CHAT1. 

chitin kahin (zoo!., chem.) substance of 
the elytra of insects, etc. XIX. -F. chitine, 
irreg. f. Gr. khit6n tunic, coat of mail, of 
Scm. origin; see -IN. I][ Chiton kai·t;>n is 
the name of a genus of molluscs whose shell 
consists of a series of plates. 

chittagong tJi·t;}g;>IJ breed of domestic 
fowls. XIX. f. Chittagong in Bengal, India. 

chitterlings tJi·t;}.lliiJZ smaller intestines 
of beasts used as food. XIII (cheterlingis). 
orig. form uncertain; perh. OE. *cieter-, f. 
Germ. *keut- "'kut-, whence synon. MHG. 
kutel (G. kutteln); see -LING1. The wide
spread dial. vars. chidling, chitling seem to 
be merely contr. forms. 

chivalrous Ji·v-, (arch.)tJi·v;}lr;}s tknightly, 
valorous XIV; (in mod. revived use) pert. to 
the Age of Chivalry XVIII (Warton 1774); 
having the virtues of the ideal knight XIX. 
Late ME. chevalrous, chiv-- OF. chevale
rous, f. chevalier; see CHEVALIER, -ous. In 
its orig. use obs. before z6oo, its occurrence 
in Sh. and Spenser being merely tradi
tional; entered in Bailey's diet. as a word of 
Chaucer and Spenser, in J, as a Spenserian 
word 'now out of use'. So chi·valRY 
tmounted men-at-arms, cavalry; tknight
hood, knightliness XIII ; knightly system of 
feudal times XVIII (Percy 1765, Warton 
1774); chivalrous character XVIII. - (O)F. 
chevalerie, tchivalerie = Pr. cavaleria, Sp. 
caballeria, It. cavalleria ·knighthood, horse 
soldiery; Rom. deriv. of medL. caballerius, 
for medL. caballiirius CAVALIER. The pro
nunc. with f depends on mod. assim. to F. 
Hence chivalriC -re·lrik. XVIII (Mrs. Rad
cliffe). I][ Forms in chiv- were characteristic 
of ONF. and AN. 

CHOCOLATE 

chive tfaiv smallest species of Allium. 
XIV (cive, chive). -dial. var. *chive (cf. 
Picard chivot green onion) of (O)F. cive = 
Pr. ceba :- L. ci!pa onion. 

chivy tJi·vi chase, harass. XIX. var. of 
chevy, of dial. origin; formerly used as a 
hunting cry ('With a hey, ho, chivy, Hark 
forward, hark forward, tantivy' XVIII), pro b. 
arising out of Chevy Chase, name of a ballad 
celebrating a Border skirmish at Chevy or 
Chevyat Chase. 

chloral kl5·r;}l (chem.) trichloraldehyde. 
XIX. -F. chloral (Liebig, I8JI), f. CHLORjiNE 
+ALjCOHOL, after ethal. 

chlorine kl5·rin, -ain. z81o. Named by 
Sir H. Davy from its colour; f. Gr. khlor6s 
yellowish or pale green+-INE5 • 

chloro-1 kl5·rou comb. form of Gr. khlor6s 
pale green, as in chlo·rophyll (XIX)- F. 
chlorophylle (Gr. phlillon leaf). 

chloro- 2 kl5·rou comb. form of CHLORINE. 

chloroform kl;>•r;)f5.lm liquid of which the 
vapour is anresthetic. XIX. -F. chloroforme 
(J. Dumas, 1834), f. chloro- (see prec.)+ 
form/yl, as being a chloride of formyl (in its 
obs. sense of methenyl, CH). 

chlorosis kl5rou·sis (path.) green-sickness 
XVII ; (bot.) disease of plants in which green 
parts become yellow XIX. modL., f. Gr. 
khlor6s green; see -OSIS. 

chock tf;>k (dial.) block, log xvn; piece of 
wood, etc. for holding an object in position, 
etc. XIV (Sandahl). With its var. CHUCK3 

(which is now partly differentiated in usage), 
prob. - ONF. *choque, *chouque (mod. Pi
card choke big log, Norman chouque), var. of 
OF. roche, rouche (mod. souche) log, block of 
wood= Pr. soca stump, trunk, of unkn. 
origin. 

chock-full tf;>·kfu·l (colloq.) full to the 
utmost. The rare ME. (XIV) forms chokke
fulle, chekefull ('Marte Arthure') are. of 
doubtful status because of the uncertamty 
of the tradition ; but, if genuine, they may 
.repr. differentiated forms of OE. ci!oce or 

'ceace CHEEK, according as the diphthong 
was rising or falling. The modern choke
full dates from xvn, chock-full from XVIII, 
with a var. chuck-full, which may be due to 
the gen. variation between CHOCK and 
CHUCK. Hence prob. chock adv. (xvm) 
close (up) to, and in chock-a-block (i) naut., 
said of a tackle with the two blocks run 
close together, (ii) gen., crammed close 
together. 

chocolate tf;>·k;}lat beverage made from 
seeds of the cacao tree ; paste made from 
these ground. xvn. -F. chocolat, or its 
source Sp. chocolate - Aztec chocolatl article 
of food made from cacao seeds ; this seems 
to have been confounded by Europeans 
with cacaua-atl, which was actually a drink 
made from cacao. 



CHOCTAW 

Choctaw tf;:,·kt5 name of a tribe of Amer. 
Indians xvm; step in skating (cf. MoHAWK). 
XIX. perh. alteration of Sp. chato flat 
(:-Rom. *plattu-s- Gr. platus broad, 
PLATY-), the tribe being so named from 
their custom of flattening their heads. 

choice tfois act of choosing XIII; thing 
chosen XIV (Gower). ME. chois- OF. chois 
(mod. choix), f. choisir choose = Pr. causir :
Gallo-Rom. *causire- Germ. *kausjan (so 
in Gothic), f. *kaus- *keus- CHOOSE. Super
seded ME. kire, ciire, OE. eyre :- Germ. 
*kusiz, f. wk. grade *kus-. Hence as adj. 
chosen, selected. XIV. 

choir, quire kwaia.I tcathedral or col
legiate church clergy; body of singers in 
a church ; part of a church appropriated to 
them XIII; (transf. and gen.) organized body 
of singers xvr. ME. quer(e)- OF. quer 
(mod. chmur)- L. chorus (see CHORUS). The 
development of quere to quire is paralleled 
by briar, friar, umpire; the sp. choir, with 
assim. to F. and L., was established xvn. 
Choir organ (xvm) is a perversion of chair 
organ (xvn), which may have been so called 
because it often formed the back of the 
organist's seat. 

choke tfouk stop the aperture of the throat. 
XIV. ME. cheke, choke, aphetic of acheke, 
achoke (Ch.) :-late OE. ticeocian (once), f. 
ti- A- 3 + ceoce, cece jaw, CHEEK (cf. the forma
tion of late ME. athrote throttle, f. throte 
THROAT). For the twofold ME. development 
of OE. -ceocian cf. ME. chese, chose, CHOOSE 
from ceosan. Hence choke sb. constriction. 
XVI. '1[ The application to the centre of an 
artichoke head is due partly to a pop. analysis 
of artichoke. 

chokee, choky tfou·ki toll station in India; 
(sl.) police station. XVII (chukey, chowkie). 
- Hindi chauki shed, watch-house, station, 
lock-up. 

choler ka·la.I bile XIV; anger xvr. ME. 
coler(e)- (O)F. co/ere- L. cholera; see next. 
In late L. cholera took over the meanings of 
Gr. kholi bile, anger, and became the techn. 
name for one of the four 'humours' of the 
old physiologists (cf. MELANCHOLY). So 
cho·leriC tbilious XIV; irascible, angry XVI. 
- (O)F. coltfrique- L. cholericus- Gr. kho
lerik6s. 

cholera ka·lara tbile XIV; disorder attended 
with bilious diarrhoea, etc. XVII ; disease 
endemic in India, so named from the re
semblance of its symptoms to those of 
European cholera XIX. - L. cholera - Gr. 
kholt!rti. The L. word was orig. applied, 
like the Gr., only to the disease, but later 
took over the sense 'bile', 'anger' from Gr. 
kho!J (see GALL). Cf. COLIC. 

choliambic koulire·mbik (pros.) iambic line 
with spondee or trochee in the last foot. 
XIX. -Gr. khiiliambik6s, f. kholfambos, f. 
kh6l6s lame+ [ambos IAMBUS. 

CHOP SUEY 

chondro- k;:,·ndrou comb. form of Gr. 
kh6ndros cartilage, for *khrondros, rei. to 
GRI:-iD. 

choose tfuz take by preference. OE. ceosan, 
pt. teas, cumn, pp. coren = OFris. kitisa, 
zitisa, OS. kiosan (Du, kiezen), OHG. 
chiosan, ON. kj6sa, Goth. kiusan :- CGerm. 
*kiusan, *kaus, *kusurn, *kusanaz. The IE. 
base *geus- *gaus- *gus- is repr. also by 
L. gusttire taste (cf. OE. costian), gustus (cf. 
Goth. kustus taste), Gr. gmiein give a taste 
of, Oir. asaigussim I wish, Skr.ju§tis favour, 
satisfaction, ju~dte enjoy, Av. zufta-. loved, 
desired, OPers. dauf- take pleasure m. 
The normal ME. development of the OE. 

forms was: inf. chese (XII-XVI); pt. ches 
(XII-XV), chas-e (xm-xvi), pl. curen (xm); 
pp. i-corn, core (xm-xv). These were super
seded by: inf. chose (from the treatment of 
ce6san as with a rising diphthong), the ante
cedent of choose; pt. pl. (from the new pp.) 
chosen, whence sg. chose (from XVI); pp. 
chosen (from xm), partly after ON. kosinn; 
later also chose, which was in common 
literary use in XVIII. The frequent sp. chuse 
(XVI-XVIII) is unexpl. ; the sp. choose was 
established by Bailey and Johnson. Weak 
inflexions date from XIV and survive dial. 

chop1 tf;:,p cut, hew; (dial.) strike, knock; 
tcrack; (dial.) thrust. XVI. var. of CHAP1

• 

Hence chop sb. cutting blow xrv; slice of 
meat with bone xv. For the alteration of 
vowel cf. strap. 

chop2 tf;:,p barter, exchange XIV; phr. chop 
and change bargain (xv), make frequent 
changes (XVI); hence, change as the wind, 
veer XVII. First evidenced in tchoppe
church, trafficker in ecclesiastical benefices, 
and in phr. chop and change ('I .. choppe and 
chaunge with symonye, and take large yiftes ', 
Digby Myst.); perh. var. of ME. chappe, 
which appears to have been evolved from 
OE. ceapian (cedpian) with influence from 
chapman (see CHEAP). A sense 'exchange or 
bandy words' (from XVI) survived in tchop
logic sophistical argument or disputant. 

chop 3 tf;:,p (usu. pl.) jaws xv; opening, 
entrance (as in Chops of the Channel the 
entrance into the English Channel from the 
Atlantic) xvn. var. of CHAP 2• Hence chop 
vb. tsnap up XVI ; (in hunting) kill in lair 
or covert before the quarry has time to get 
away fairly xvu. 

chop4 tfop seal, stamp ; licence, passport 
xvn; trademark, brand; (in first, etc., chop) 
rank, quality XIX. - Hindi chhtip impression, 
print, stamp, seal. 

chopsticks tf;:,·pstiks pair of 'sticks' used 
by the Chinese in eating. xvu. f. Chinese 
and Pidgin English chop quick+sTICK1 ; tr. 
Chinese k'wai-ts::re nimble boys, nimble 
ones. 

chop suey tfop su·i Chinese dish. XIX. 
Chinese, 'mixed bits'. 
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CHORAGUS 

choragus korei·g::.s at the University of 
Oxford, a functionary presiding over musi
cal exercises XVII; (Gr. drama) leader of a 
chorus xrx. - L. chortigus- Gr. khortig6s, 
var. of khoreg6s, f. khor6s CHORus+ *ag
lead (see AGENT). 

chorall k5·r::.l pert. to a choir, e.g. vicar 
choral XVI; pert. to a chorus XVII (Milton). 
- medL. chortilis; see CHORUS and -AL. 

choral" k5rii'l (often chora·le and mistakenly 
pron. as three sylls.) German choral song on 
a devotional theme. XIX. -G. choral, from 
choralgesang, tr. medL. cantus choralis. 

chord1 k5.:~d tharmony xv; (mus.) concord, 
note of a chord xvr ; combination in har
mony of simultaneous notes XVIII. orig. 
cord, aphetic of ACCORD. 

chord 2 k5.:~d ttendon; line joining extremi
ties of an arc XVI; string of musical instru
ment XVII. refash. of coRD, after L. chorda. 

chore tf5::..J little job. XIX. In gen. use 
derived immed. from U.S.; in Eng. dial. 
use characteristic of the south-western area: 
unexpl. var. of CHARE. 

chorea korhl convulsive disorder of the 
body. XIX. Short for earlier chorea sancti 
Viti St. Vitus's dance; L. chorea- Gr. 
khorelti, f. khor6s CHORUS. 

choreography kOJriOJ·gr::.fi designing of 
ballet. XVIII. 

choriamb kOJ·riremb, choriambus b
rire·mb::.s metrical foot - v v -. XIX. - late 
L. choriambus - Gk. khoriambos, f. khore£os 
trochee, f. khor6s CHORus+iambos IAMBUS. 
So choria·mbic. XVII. 

choric kOJ·rik pert. to a chorus. XIX. - late L. 
choricus- Gr. khorik6s, f. khor6s CHORUS. 
So rare tcho·rical XVII. See -rc, -ICAL. 

chorion b;J·riOJn (anat.) outermost mem
brane of the fretus. xvr. - Gr. kh6rion. So 
cho·rom epithet of certain membranes. 
XVIII. -Gr. khoroeidifs, for khorioeidifs 
(xoptoEtiJ~s )(<TtfJv choroid coat of the eye, 
Galen). 

chorister b·rist;J.J member of a choir. 
xrv. ME. queristre- AN. *cueristre, var. 
of OF. cueriste, f. quer CHOIR; refashd. (xvi) 
after tchorist or its source (O)F. choriste, 
medL. chorista (see CHORUS, -IST). Formerly 
pronounced qui·rister. 

chorography kom·gr;Jfi description or 
delineation of particular regions. XVI. -F. 
chorographie or L. chorographia- Gr. khoro
graphiii, f. kh6rii, khoros country; see 
-GRAPHY. 

chortle tf5• .:~tl Invented by 'Lewis Carroll' 
(C. L. Dodgson) in 'Through the Looking
glass', r87r; a 'portmanteau' word com
bining chuckle and snort. Cf. GALUMPH. 

chorus k5·r;Js in Gr. drama and dramatic 
pieces modelled thereon XVI ; band of 
singers XVII; musical composition to be 
sung by this; refrain or burden XVIII. - L. 
chorus - Gr. khor6s dance, band of dancers 

CHRIST 

(in Attic drama forming a body of interested 
spectators who danced and sang), choir. 

chough tJAf bird of the crow family, 
Pyrrhocorax. XIV. ME. cho'je, choghe, 
chou'je, chow(e), not repr. directly synon. 
OE. ceo, cio. Some ME. forms, e.g. co, 
cowe, chozve may be- OF. cauwe, choue = 
Pr. cava- Frank. cava (Meyer-Ltibke); but 
the type cho(u)'je, chough remains unexpl.; 
an aberrant form schoha (c. rzoo) may anti
cipate it. No doubt orig. imit.; cf. Gael. 
cadhag, Mir. caog, Ir. cdg, cabh6g jackdaw, 
'the ca-er'. 

chouse tJaus cheat, swindle. XVII. Earliest 
forms chiause, chiauze; f. chiause sb., later 
chouse swindler, dupe; the forms suggest 
identity with CHIAUS, but connexion of 
meaning has not been made out. 

chow tfau dog of Chinese breed usu. 
black or brown, with a black tongue. XIX. 
Short for next. 

chow-chow tJau·tfau A. mixture; mixed; 
B. Chinese dog, CHOW. xrx. Used in 
India and China ; perh. Pidgin English, of 
unkn. origin. 

chowder tfau·d::~J in Newfoundland and 
adjacent regions, stew of fish, bacon, etc. 
XVIII (Smollett). perh.- F. clzaudiere pot, 
CAULDRON, in phr. faire la chaudiere, said to 
be used in fishing villages of Brittany for 
supplying, with savoury condiments, a pot 
in which a mess of fish, etc., is cooked. 

chrematistic krim::.ti·stik pert. to the 
acquisition of wealth XVIII (Fielding); sb. 
science of the wealth of nations XIX. - Gr. 
khrematistik6s, f. krematizein make money, 
f. khrernat-, khrbna money, rei. to khresthai 
need, use, khrif there is need. 

chrestomathy krestOJ·m::.]:>i collection of 
choice passages. XIX. - F. chrestomathie, or 
its source Gr. khrestomdtheia, f. khrest6s 
useful (cf. prec.)+-matheia learning. 

chrism kri·zm consecrated oil OE. ; Holy 
Unction; chrisom cloth XIII. OE. crisma 
- medL. crisma, ecclL. chrisma- Gr. khr£s
ma, f. khriein anoint (cf. CHRIST); refash. 
(like F. clzreme) in XVI after L. See CREAM. 

chrisom kri·z::.m {orig. chrisom cloth) 
white cloth put on a child at baptism, perh. 
ofig. to protect the chrism. Differentiated 
form of prec. {cf. alarm, alarum) first ap
pearing in XIII (crisurn). 

Christ kraist the Lord's Anointed, title of 
JesusofNazareth. OE. Crist= OS.,OHG. 
Crist, Krist- L. Christus - Gr. Khrist6s, 
sb. use of khrist6s anointed, f. khriein 
anoint; tr. He b. mashiax MESSIAH. So 
christen kri·sn tmake Christian OE. ; 
baptize XII (Orm). OE. cristnian, f. cristen 
Christian (see -EN), whence ChristenDOM 
kri·snd;Jm tChristianity OE.; Christians 
collectively XII; tbaptism XIII. OE. cristen
dom. So ChristiAN kri·stJ::.n adj. and sb. 
XVI. - L. Christitinus (Tacitus), f. Christus; 
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CHRISTADELPHIAN 

superseding tchristen, OE. cristen = OS., 
OHG. cristin- L.; cf. OF. crestien (mod. 
chretien), etc. ChristianiTY kristi~e·niti 
tChristendom; the Christian religion XIV. 
ME. cristianite, superseding (by assim. to 
L.) earlier cristiente, cristente - 0 F. cres
tiente (mod. chretiente), f. crestien, after 
late L. christiiinitiis. 

Christadelphian krist;Jde-lfi;m pert. to a 
religious sect founded in 1833 by John 
Thomas ( 1 8o 5-7 x ). f. late Gr. khristddelphos 
in brotherhood with Christ, f. Khrist6s 
CHRIST+adelph6s brother; see -IAN. 

Christmas kri·sm;Js festival of the nativity 
of Jesus Christ, 25 Dec. Late OE. Cristes 
mmsse, ME. cristes masse(' Owl & N. '), cristes
messe ('Ayenbite'), cristmasse ('Sir Gawain'); 
i.e. 'mass', i.e. festival (MASS1) of CHRIST. 

chromatic kroumre·tik (mus.) including 
notes not contained in the diatonic scale 
XVII; pert. to colour XIX. - F. chromatique 
or L. chriimaticus- Gr. khriimatik6s, f. 
khriimat-, khr8ma colour, fig. modification 
(chromatic music involving modifications 
of the diatonic); see -rc. 

chrome kroum tchromium; hence applied 
to pigments obtained from chromate of 
lead. xrx. -F. chrome (Vauquelin, 1797) 
- Gr. khr8ma colour (see prec.); so named 
from the brilliant colours of its compounds. 
Hence chro·mmM (metallic element). XIX. 

chromo- kroumou used as comb. form of 
Gr. khr8ma colour, as in chromo(litho)graph, 
chromosome [Gr. sOma body]. 

chronic km·nik long-continued, inveterate 
xv; continuous, constant XIX. - F. chroni
que- L. chronicus (in late L., of disease) 
-Gr. khronik6s, f. khr6nos time; see -rc. 

chronicle km·nikl register of events in 
order of time. XIV (R. Mannyng). ME. 
cronikle- AN. cronicle, var. of OF. cronique 
(mod. chronique)- L. chronica- Gr. khro
nikd annals, sb. use (sc. biblia books) of 
khronik6s pert. to time (see prec.). 

chrono- kr;Jna· comb. form of khr6nos 
time, as in chronology, chronometer. 

chrysalis kri·salis form taken by an insect 
in the stage between larva and imago. XVII 
(occas. with -ll-). - L. chrjisal(l)is (Pliny) 
-Gr. khrilsallis gold-coloured sheath of 
butterflies, f. khrils6s gold (see CHRYSO-). 

chrysanthemum krisre·n]:>imam (orig.) 
corn marigold, (now) cultivated species of 
the genus so named by Linn~eus. - L. 
chrysanthemum (Pliny)- Gr. khrilsdnthemon, 
f. khrils6s (see CHRYSo-)+dnthemon, rei. to 
dnthos flower. 

chryselephantine kri:selifre·ntain overlaid 
with gold and ivory. xrx. -Gr. khrilsele
phdntinos, f. khrils6s (see CHRYSo-)+ele
phant-, elephds ELEPHhNT1 ivory j see -INE1• 

chrys( o )- kri ·s( ou) comb. form of Gk. khru
s6s gold, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. fzarilz, 
Ass. flurdfu); chiefly in chem. terms. xrx. 

CHUPATTY 

chrysolite kri·solait (in early use) applied 
to various green gems. XIII. ME. crisolite 
-OF. crisolite- medL. crisolitus, for L. 
chrysolithus- Gr. khriis6lithos perh. topaz, 
f. khrilsos + lithos; see CHRYSO-, -LITE. 

chrysoprase kri·sopreiz, krai·so-, -preis 
(in early use) golden-green gem, perh. 
beryl, (in mod. min.) apple-green chalce
dony. XIII. ME. crisopace, -pase- OF. 
crisopace = It. crisopasso- L. chrysopassus, 
var. of chrysoprasus- Gr. khrils6prasos, f. 
khriis6s gold (see CHRYS0-)-1-prdson leek= 
L. porrum. The L. form chrysoprasus 
kris;>·pr;JS;JS is familiar as the form used in 
A.V. (after the Geneva Bible), Rev. xxi 20. 
(Chrysopass is found as late as Bp. Ken.) 

chub tJ.~b river fish of the carp family, 
Cyprinus or Leuciscus cephalus, 'the worst 
fish that swims' (Izaak Walton). XV (Bk. of 
St. Albans). Of unkn. origin; also called 
CHEVIN (XV) and CHAVE:-<"DER, tchevender (XV). 

Chubb tJAb in full Chubb's (detector) lock; 
name of Charles Chubb, who patented locks 
and safes x8z4-33, and his son John Chubb. 

chubby tJA·bi tthickset XVII; round-faced 
XVIII. f. CHUB-\--Y', presumably from the 
shape of the fish. 

chuck' tJAk kind of clucking noise; also as 
vb. XIV (Ch.). imit. Cf. CHUCKLE1, 

chuck2 tJAk term of endearment xvr; 
(dial.) chick, fowl xvrr. Alteration of CHICK, 
infl. by prec. 

chucks tJAk (dial.) lump XVII; contrivance 
for holding work in a lathe XIX. var. of 
CHOCK. Cf. CHUNK. 

chuck4 tJAk 'give a gentle blow under the 
chin' (J.); throw with the hand xn. Also 
(dial.) chock (xvr). perh.- OF. chuquer, 
earlier fom1 of choquer knock, bump, of 
unkn. origin. 

chuckle1 tJA·kl tlaugh vehemently xvr; 
cluck, cackle XVII ; laugh in a suppressed 
manner xrx. perh. chokelyng (c. 1400) repr. 
an early form; f. CHUCK1 (vb.)+-LED. 

chuckle2 tfA'kl big and clumsy, blackish. 
xvm. pro b. rei. to CHUCKs; now repr. 
mainly by chuckle-head(ed) XVIII. 

chum tJAm one who shares rooms with 
another, (hence) intimate associate. XVII. 
prob. short for chamber-fellow (xvr), orig. 
a word of Oxford univ. sl., carr. to the 
Cambridge crony. Hence chum vb. share 
rooms XVIII (Wesley); chum (one) on another 
xrx (Dickens). 

chump tfAmp short thick lump of wood 
XVIII; thick end-piece; blockhead XIX. 
perh. blending of CHUNK and LUMP or 
STUMP, 

chunk tJAIJk thick lump. xvn (Ray). Of 
dial. origin; pro b. alteration of dial. chuck 
(xvn), var. of CHOCK, 

chupatty tfapii·ti small cake of unleavened 
bread. XIX, - Hindi chapdti. 
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CHUPRASSY 

chuprassy tJ~prii·si wearer of an official 
badge. XIX. - Hindi chaprtisi, f. chapras 
official badge. 

church tJ;;i:~tJ building for public Christian 
worship; body of the Lord's faithful people. 
OE. tirice, ciree, tyr(i)ce = OFris. szereke, 
szurka, tzierka, OS. kirika, kerika (Du. 
kerk), OHG. chirihha, kiricha (G. kirche) 
:- WGerm. *kirika (ON. kirkja KIRK is 
- OE.) - medGr. kurik6n, for kUriak6n, sb. 
use (sc. dllma house) of n. of kiiriak6s pert. to 
the Lord, f. kurios master, lord. The word 
is widely repr. in Slav. langs.: OSlav. cr'iky, 
cirkovi, Russ. tserkov', Serb. crkva, Pol. 
cerkiew (of the Greek church), OPruss. 
kirkis. The threefold development in ME. 
churche, chirche, cherche is evidence that the 
late OE. form eyrie indicates a rounding of 
the vowel i to ii. Hence church vb. present 
or receive in church. xrv. chu·rchMAN 
ecclesiastic XVI (earlier XIV kirkman); male 
member of the church (of England) XVII. 
chu:rchwA·RDEN xv; earlier terms were 
tchurchman XVI, tchurch master (tkyrk
master)xv, tchurchreve(xiv, Ch.). chu·rch
yard. late OE. (xn cyrceirerd, Peterborough 
Chron.); see YARDz. 

churl tJ;;iJl tman, husband; free man with
out rank OE.; tserf; (arch.) peasant, rustic; 
low base fellow xm; niggard, miser XVI. 
OE. ceorl = OFris. tzerl, tzirl, MLG., MG. 
kerle (whence G. kerl fellow), (M)Du. kerel 
:- WGerm. *kerlaz, rei. by gradation to 
*karlaz CARL. So chu·rlish. OE. ceorlisc, 
cierlisc; see -ISH1 • 

churn tJ;;iJn butter-making machine. late 
OE. cyrin, var. of *cirn, *ciern = MLG. 
kerne, kirne, MDu. kerne, ON. kirna :
Germ. "'kernjon, of unkn. origin. Hence 
churn vb. xv (also trans£. and fig. xvn) ; 
cf. Uu. karnen, MG. (G. dial.) kernen, 
kirnen. 

chut tJAt, tJt excl. of impatience. XIX 
(Lytton, Dickens). 

chute Jut rapid fall in a river; steep slope 
or channel down which stuff is shot. XIX. 
-F. chute fall, refash. of OF. cheoite, fern. 
sb. f. pp. of cheoir :- popL. "'cadere, for L. 
cadere fall ; often extended to senses which 
originated with SHOOT or are still commonly 
so spelt. 

chutney tJA·tni hot relish of fruits, chillies, 
etc. XIX. - Hindi chatni. 

chyle kail milky fluid into which the chyme 
is converted. XVII (earlier chi/us, chylus xvr). 
-late L. chylus- Gr. khul6s animal or plant 
juice, f. *khu- (cf. CHYME); cf. F. chyle, 
tchile. t;jf The distinction between chyle 
juice produced by decoction or digestion, 
and chyme juice in its raw or natural state, 
was made by Galen. 

chym- see CHEM-. 

chyme kaim semi-fluid matter into which 
food is converted in the stomach. XVII. 

CIMMERIAN 

-late L. chymus- Gr. khum6s animal or plant 
juice, f. *khll *kheu- pour (see FUSION, GUT). 

ciborium S;Jib5·ri;Jm A. (eccl.) canopy, 
baldacchino ; B. cup-shaped vessel for the 
Eucharistic bread. xrx. - medL. cib6rium 
vessel for the reserved sacrament, in c!assL. 
drinking-cup- Gr. kiMrion cup-shaped seed
vessel of the Egyptian water-lily, drinking
cup made from this ; sense B above was 
prob. assoc. with L. cibus food. t;jf Evelyn 
has the form cibarium. 

cicada sikei·d;J insect, the male of which 
makes a shrill chirping sound. XIX (rarely 
anglicized tcicade xv; cf. OF. cigade). - L. 
cicada, also cicala. The following forms have 
also been used: It. cicala sikii·l~, lltJ- XIX 
(Byron), Pr. cigala sigii•l;J XVIII (H. Wal
pole), F. (- Pr.) cigale sigii'l xvn. 

cicatrice si·k~tris scar remaining from a 
wound. xrv. - (O)F. cicatrice or L. cicatric-, 
cicatrix (also used in Eng. from XVII). 

cicerone tfitJ~rou·ni, sis~rou·ni guide who 
shows antiquities, etc. XVIII (Addison, 
Pope). -It. cicerone:- L. Cicer6nem cogno
men of the Roman orator Marcus Tullius 
Cicero; orig. applied to leamed It. anti
quaries, later appropriated by the ordinary 
professional guide. So also in F. 

cicisbeo tfitfizbei·ou recognized gallant of 
a married woman. XVIII. - It. (also, sword
knot, walking-stick), of unkn. origin; in Sp. 
chichisbeo, in F. sigisbtfe. 

Cid sid, as Sp. pia title of Ruy Diaz, Chris
tian champion against the Moors. XVIII. 
Sp. cid chief, commander - Arab. sayyid 
lord. 

-cide1 said repr. F. -cide, L. -cida -killer, 
-slayer, f. credere (in compounds -cidere) 
cut down, kill, as in homicida HOMICIDE\ 
parricida PARRICIDE1• 

-cide2 said repr. F. -cide, L. -cidium (see 
prec.), as in homicidium HOMICIDE 2, parri
cidium PARRICIDE2, 

cider sai·d~J t(in biblical use) strong drink 
(esp. in forms ciser, sicer); beverage made 
from apples. XIV. ME. sither(e), cidre- OF. 
sidre, earlier cisdre (mod. cidre), whence 
Sp. sidra, It. sidro :- ecc!L. sicera (medL. 
cisera)- ecc!Gr. sikera- He b. shektir intoxi
cating liquor, f. shtikar drink heavily. 

cigar slgii•J compact roll of tobacco-leaf 
for smoking. xvm (often segar till early 
xrx). -F. cigare or its source Sp. cigarro, 
supposed, but without direct evidence, to 
be f. cigarra cicada, the roll of tobacco-leaf 
being compared to the insect. So cigarETTE 
sig~re·t. 1842. -F. 

cilia si-lia (anat.) eyelids, eyelashes. XVIII. 
L., pl. of cilium (cf. SUPERCILIOUS). So 
ci·liARY. XVII. 

Cimmerian simi~·ri~n pert. to the Cim
merii, fabled to live beyond the Ocean in 
perpetual darkness. XVI. f. L. Cimmerius, 
- Gr. Kimmerios ('Odyssey' XI 14); see -IAN. 
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CINCH 

cinch sinJ saddle-girth (U.S., from Mexi
can use); (fig.) sure hold, dead certainty. 
XIX. - Sp. cincha = F. sangle, It. cinghia, 
etc. :- L. cingula girdle, f. cingere gird (cf. 
CINCTURE). 

cinchona sil)kou·na Peruvian bark or the 
tree from which it is derived. xvm. - modL. 
cinchona (Linnreus), named after the 
Countess of Chinchon, who in I638, when 
vice-queen of Peru, was cured of a fever 
by the use of the bark, and introduced the 
drug into Europe. Ill Not rei. to quinine. 

cincture si·l)ktJa.r tgirding XVI; girdle xvn. 
- L. cinctiira, f. cinct-, pp. stem of cingere 
gird; see -URE. 

cinder si·nda.r scoria, slag OE. residue of 
burnt substance XIV. OE. sinder = MLG. 
sinder, OHG. sintar (G. sinter), ON. sindr, 
rei. to OS!. S(!dra stalactite, Serb. sedra 
calc-sinter; respelt with c from XVI after 
unrelated F. cendre (L. cinerem, cinis ashes). 

Cinderella sind;:Jre·l;:J young and beautiful 
maiden in a fairy-tale who is the object of 
a stepmother's and sisters' jealousy. f. 
CINDER+fem. ending -ella, after F. Cendril
lon (transf. household drudge of a family), 
f. cendre CINDER+ dim. ending -illon. 

cinematograph sinimre·tagraf. I896. -F. 
cimJmatographe (brothers Lumiere), f. Gr. 
kinifmato-, kinema movement, f. kinefn 
move (cf. CITE); see -GRAPH. Abbrev. 
cinema si·nima I9IO; after F. cinema; 
comb. form cine- si·ni I897; cf. F. cine. 
Variants with k- have been used by reversion 
to the orig. Gr. 

cineraria sinin:a-ria genus of composite 
plants. XVI. modL., fern. (sc. herba plant) 
of L. cineriirius (see next); so called from 
the ash-coloured down on the leaves. 

cinerary si·narari pert. to ashes. XVIII. 
- L. cineriirius, f. ciner-, cinis ashes; see -ARY. 

Cingalese sil)gali·z pert. to Ceylon. XVII. 
-F. Cing(h)alais, Pg. Singhalez, f. Skr. 
Siizha[am j see SINHALESE. 

cinnabar si·nabii.r vermilion xv; red sul
phide of mercury XVI. - L. cinnabaris- Gr. 
kinndbari, of Oriental origin; cf. (O)F. 
cinabre. 

cinnamon si·naman (bark of) an E. Indian 
tree. xv. late ME. sinamome- (O)F. cinna
mome- L. cinnam6mum- Gr. kinndmomon; 
later refash. after L. cinnamon, cinnamum 
-Gr. kinnamon, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. 
qinniim6n). 

cinquecento tJil)kwitJe·ntou sixteenth cen
tury. XVIII (Goldsmith). It. 'five hundred', 
short way (by omitting mil thousand) of 
denoting the century beginning with rsor. 
So quattrocento kwa·tro- fifteenth cen
tury, seicento se·i- seventeenth century. 

cinquefoil si ·l)kfoil plant Potentilla rep tans, 
the leaves of which have each five leaflets. 
XIII. repr. L. quinquefolium, f. quinque FIVE+ 
folium leaf, FOIL2• 

CIRCUM· 

Cinque Ports si·l)kp5.rts group of (orig. 
five) seaports on the SE. coast of England 
and having jurisdiction there. xm (sink 
pors). -OF. cink porz, repr. L. quinque 
portus (see FIVE, PORT1). 

cipher, cypher sai-f:u A. (arith.) symbol 
by itself denoting 'nothing' XIV; nonentity; 
Arabic numeral XVI; B. secret manner of 
writing; thieroglyph XVI; literal device, 
monogram XVII ; C. continuous sounding 
of a note on an organ due to mechanical 
defect xvm. late ME. siphre, sipher- OF. 
cij(f)re (mod. chif.fre)- medL. cij(e)ra, 
partly through It. cijra, tcifera, corr. to Sp., 
Pg. cifra (whence also MLG., MDu. cijer, 
sipher, G. zif.fer), f. Arab. rifr ZERO, sb. use 
of adj. 'empty', and orig. trans!. Skr. szinya 
empty, f. rafara be empty. Transference 
of meaning to 'secret writing' was due to 
the fact that older systems of cryptography 
consisted in the use of numerals for letters. 
Hence ci·pher, cy·pher vb. work sums; 
write in cipher XVI. Cf. DECIPHER. 

cipolin si•p;:Jlin an Italian marble. XVIII. 
- F. cipolin or its source It. cipollino, f. 
cipolla onion (L. cifpa); so called from the 
resemblance of its foliated structure to 
the coats of an onion. 

circle sa·.rkl perfectly round figure. XIV. 
ME. cercle- (O)F. cercle = Pr., Cat. cercle, 
It. cerchio :- L. circulus, dim. of circus ring 
(see CIRcus); later respelt after L. Ill OE. 
circul was an independent adoption of the 
L. word, which did not survive; cf. Du., 
Sw., Da. cirkel, OHG. zirkil (G. zirkel). So 
ci·rcle vb. XIV (Ch.). - L. circuliire, or 
f. the sb.; cf. F. cercler (xvi). 

circuit sa· .rkit distance round XIV; journey 
through an area, as of judges xv; area of 
this XVI. - (O)F. circuit- L. circuitus 
(Cicero uses it to tr. Gr. 7rEp{ooos PERIOD), 
f. circu(m)ire, f. circum round, CIRCUM-+ 
ire go. So circUIT!ON sa.rkjui·Jan. - L. 
circuitocs sa.rkjii'it;>s XVII ; cf. medL. 
circuiti'isus. 

circular sa·.Ikjuhr of the form of a circle 
xv; affecting a 'circle' of persons XVII (circu
lar letter); sb. for 'circular note' XVIII. -AN. 
circuler, OF. circulier (mod. -aire), learned 
alteration of cerclier :-late L. circuliiris, f. cir
culus CIRCLE; further latinized in Eng. (xvi). 
See -AR. So ci·rculate tsubject to repeated 
distillation xv ; tencircle XVI ; move or turn 
round; pass continuously from place to 
place XVI!. f. pp . .stem of L. circulare, f. 
circulus; see -ATE3• circulA·TION. XVI. -F. 
or L. 

circum- sa·.1kam repr. L. circum-, being 
the adv. and prep. circum round (about), 
around (orig. ace. of circus circle, CIRCUS), 
used as the first el. of many comp. vbs. and 
sbs., several of which are direct renderings 
of' Gr. words in TTEpt- PERI- (see below). 
The (O)F. equiv. is circon-; this form is 
occas. repr. by circoun- in Eng. 



CIRCUMBENDIBUS 

circumbendibus siiJ:kgmbe·ndibgs round
about process, periphrasis. XVII (Dryden). 
joe. f. CIRCUM- and BEND2 with L. abl. pl. 
ending -ibus ; perh. modelled on trecumben
tibus (-endibus) knock-down blow (c. I400-
xvu). 

circumcise s;l• J:kamsaiz cut the foreskin 
of. XIII. -OF. circonciser, or f. circoncis-, 
stem of circoncire- L. circumcidere (tr. Gr. 
n£pLTEp.V£LV), f. circum CIRCUM-+c<Edere CUt 
(see CAlSURA). So circumcisiON -si•3gn. 
XII. - (O)F.- late L. (tr. Gr. 7T£ptTop.~). 

circumference sgJ:kA ·mfgrgns encompass
ing boundary, esp. of a circular form. XIV 
(Gower). - (O)F. circonjerence- L. circum
ferentia, tr. Gr. 7r£ptpEp£ta PERIPHERY; 
see CIRCUM-, -FEROUS. 

circumflex sii· J:kgmfleks accent mark ~" N. 

XVI. - L. cirumfiexus (pp. of circumfiectere 
bend round; cf. FLEXURE), tr. Gr. 7T£pumw
p.£Vos perisp6menos drawn round, f. peri 
PERI-+span draw (cf. SPASM). 

circumincession "inse•Jgn (theol.)recipro
cal inexistence and compenetration of the 
ThreePersonsoftheTrinity. XVII. -medL. 
circumincessiii(n-), f. L. circum CIRCUM- + 
incedere, move, PROCEED; rendering Gr. 
n£p<xwp7JU<S rotation, circuition, used by 
John Damascene to express the doctrine 
involved in the passage 'I am in the Father 
and the Father in me' (John xiv IO). Often 
altered to circuminsession, for 'reciprocal 
indwelling' (see SESSION), because of the 
difficulty of connecting the required sense 
with the proper form. 

circumjacent sii.1:kamd3ei·sgnt lying 
around. xv (Caxton). - L. cirumjacent-, 
-ens, prp. of circumjacere; see CIRCUM-, 
ADJACENT. 

circumlocution sii:J:kgmlokjii· Jgn round
about speech. xv. -F. circumlocution or 
L. circumlocutio(n-), literal rendering of Gr. 
'1T£plppaats PERIPHRASIS j see CIRCUM-, LOCU
TION. Hence circumlo·cutORY. XVII. 

circumscribe sii· J:kgmskraib draw a line 
round; describe (a figure) about another; 
delimit. XV. - L. circumscribere (used in the 
various senses of Gr. 7T£p<ypap£w), f. circum 
around+scribere draw lines, write (see 
CIRCUM-, SCRIBE, SCRIPTURE). So circum• 
scri·pTION. xv. - L. 

circumspect sii·J:kgmspekt cautious, watch
ful. xv. - L. circumspectus (of things) well 
considered, (of persons) considerate, cau
tious, pp. of circumspicere look round, f. 
circum CIRCUM-+specere look (cf. SPECIES). 
So circumspe·cTION circumspect action. 
XIV (Trevisa; rare before XVI). - L. 

circumstance s;}·J:kgmstgns (pl.) adjuncts 
of an action XIII; condition of affairs XIV 
(Wyclif); formality, ceremony XIV (Ch.); 
accessory matter, detail XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- (O)F. circonstance, tcircun- or L. circum
stantia (tr. Gr. 7T£p[aTauts and 7T£pwx~), f. 
prp. of circumstare stand around, surround; 

CITADEL 

see CIRCUM-, STAND. Hence circumsta·n
TIAL. XVI (Sh.); cf. F. circonstanciel (xvm). 
circumsta·ntiate set forth the circum
stances of. XVII; cf. F. circonstancier (Cotgr.). 

circumvallation s;}:J:kgmva:lei·Jgn (con
struction of) a rampart or entrenchment 
round a place. XVII. - late L. circumvallti
tiii(n-), f. circumvalltire, f. circum CIRCUM-+ 
vallum rampart, WALL; see -ATION. 

circumvent s;IJ:kgmve·nt encompass with 
evil or hostility; overreach, outwit. xv. f. 
circumvent-, pp. stem of L. circumvenire 
surround, beset, deceive, f. circum CIRCUM
+venire coME. So circumve·nnoN. xv. 
-late L. 

circumvolution s;}:J:bmvoliu·J;}n revolu
tion, rotation XV ; winding or rolling round 
XVI. f. L. circumvolvere, after revolution. 

circus s5· J:kgs building surrounded with 
rising tiers of seats XVI ; circular area for 
equestrian and acrobatic feats; circular 
range of houses XVIII. - L. circus circle, 
circus = Gr. kirkos, krikos ring, circle, prob. 
rei. to L. curvus CURVE. 

cirque siiJ:k circus XVII (Holland); (poet.) 
circle, ring XVII ; natural amphitheatre XIX. 
-F. cirque- L. CIRCUS. 

cirrhosis sirou·sis (path.) disease of the 
liver occurring in spirit-drinkers, orig. so 
called from the presence of yellow gran
ules. XIX. modL. (Laennec), f. Gr. kirrh6s 
orange-tawny; see -OSIS. 

cirrus si·rgs (bot.) tendril; (zoo!.) fila
mentary process or appendage XVIII ; form 
of cloud having the appearance of filaments 
or wisps XIX. L., 'curl, fringe'; comb. form 
ci·rro- (see -o-), as in cirro-cumulus, -stratus 
(L. Howard, r8o3). 

cissoid si·soid (math.) curve of the second 
order, the cusp of which resembles the re
entrant angles of an ivy-leaf. xvu. -Gr. 
kissoeidifs, f. kiss6s ivy; see -om. 

Cistercian sist;I•J:fgn pert. to (a monk of) 
the Benedictine order of Citeaux, founded 
1098. XVII. -F. Cistercien, f. L. Cistercium 
Citeaux, near Dijon, France (cf. medL. 
Cisterciensis); see -IAN. 

cistern si-st;}J:n reservoir or tank for water. 
XIII. -OF. cisterne (mod. citerne) = Pr., 
It. cisterna :- L. cisterna, f. cista CHEST, 
prob. of Etruscan origin, with suffix as in 
caverna CAVERN, taberna TAVERN. 

cistus si·stgs genus of shrubs (rock rose, 
etc.). XVI. modL.- Gr. kistos, kisthos. 

cistvaen see KISTVAEN. 

cit sit (arch.) 'a pert low townsman; a 
pragmatical trader' (J.). XVII. Shortening 
of CITIZEN. Cf. FAN 2, MOB 2• 

citadel si-tad;}l fortress commanding a 
city. XVI (Sidney). -F. citadelle or It. 
citadella, dim. of cittade, obs. var. of cittd 
:- L. civittitem CITY. 
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CITE 

cite sait summon officially xv ; quote, 
adduce as an authority xvr. - (O)F. citer 
- L. citare, frequent. of ciere, eire set in 
motion, call (cf. EXCITE, INCITE, SOLICIT), 
rei. to Gr. k£6 I go, kinezn move,OE. hatan 
call (see HIGHT). So citA'TION summons 
XIII; quotation XVII. - (O)F. - L. 

either si·]><>~ zither. xvrr. - (O)F. cithare 
or G. zither (cf. ZITHER)- L. cithara- Gr. 
kithdra lyre-like instrument, prob. of East
ern origin. 

cithern, cittern si·]>;un, -6-, si·t<>.m instru
ment of the guitar kind. XVI (cythren, 
cithron, cittarn, -ern). - L. cithara (see 
above), crossed with GITTERN. One of the 
earliest known Eng. forms derived ult. 
from cithara is citole (XIV), which is immed. 
-OF. citole ( = Pr. citola), whence also 
MHG. zitol(e). 

citizen si-tiz:m inhabitant of a city, mem
ber of a state. XIV (citisein, citizein). - A:"J. 
citesein, citezein, alteration of OF. citeain 
(mod. citoyen) = Pr. ciutadan, Sp. ciudadano, 
It. tcittadano (now -ino), Rum. cetatean :
Rom. *civitatanu-s, f. civitas CITY. The 
intrusion of s, z in the AN. form was prob. 
due to assoc. with deinsein DENIZEN. 

citra- si·tr;~ repr. L. citra on this side (see 
HITHER). 

citric si-trik derived from the citron. xvm. 
-F. citrique (de Morveau, r787), f. L. citrus; 
see next and -IC. So ci·trate XVIII; see 
-ATE4. 

citron si-tr<:~n (tree bearing) ovate fruit like 
a lemon but larger and less acid. XVI. 
- (O)F. citron, f. (after limon lemon) L. citrus 
(i) thuya, (ii) citron-tree, prob., like Gr. 
kedros CEDAR, an adoption from a non-IE. 
lang.; from F. is also It. citrone, whence G. 
zitrone. 

city si-ti ttown (often in biblical and de
rived use; a more dignified substitute for 
OE. burh BOROUGH) XIII ; town of ecclesi
astical or political importance XIV. ME. cite 
- (O)F. cite = Pr., Cat. ciutat, Sp. ciudad, 
Pg. cidade, It. citta, Rum. cetate (castle, 
fortress) :- L. civitatem, nom. civitas condi
tion (see -TY) of a citizen, citizenship, body 
of citizens, body politic, state, (later, an 
equivalent of urbs) city, f. civis (see CIVIC). 

civet si·vit (quadruped yielding) the musky 
secretion called by the same name. XVI. 
-F. civette- It. zibetto- medL. zibethum 
(cf. medGr. zapetion)- Arab. qatt azzabiid 
'cat producing the secretion zabad'. Also 
civet-cat XVII; cf. It. gatto zibetto, Du. 
civet(kat), G. zibetkatze. 

civic si·vik pert. to a citizen or citizens XVI; 
of a city XVII; of citizenship, civil XVIII. -F. 
civique or L. civicus, f. cfvis citizen; see 
HIDE 2

, and -Ic. As sb. pl. (after politics) XIX 
(orig. U.S. r886). 

civies, civvies sr·vrz (colloq.) civilian 
clothes. r889. f. CIVIjLIAN+pl. suffix -(e)s. 

CLAMJAMPHRIE 

civil si·vi! A. of citizens XIV (batayle ciuile); 
befitting a citizen ; civilized ; refined, 'polite' 
XVI; courteous XVII ; B. non-ecclesiastical 
XVI ; non-military XVII; opp. to (i) criminal, 
(ii) natural XVII. - (O)F. civil- L. civilis, 
f. civis citizen; see CIVIC and -ILE. So civi·
IITY. XIV. - (O)F. civilite- L. civilitas, 
orig. used to render Gr.politikif civil govern
ment, POLITICS, politeia citizenship, POLITY. 
ci·vilrzE. xvii. -F. civiliser; hence civi
lizA·noN. XVIII. 

civilian sivi'lj<:~n student or professor of 
civil law XIV (Wycl. Bible); tfollower of 
civil (i.e. natural, unregenerate) righteous
ness (justitia civilis) XVII; non-military man 
XVIII. - OF. civilien in droit civilien civil law, 
f. civil; see CIVIL, -IAN. q Civilist was 
formerly used (XVI-XVIII) - medL. civilista. 

civism si·vizm devotion to the order estab
lished by the French Revolution of 1789. 
XVIII, -F. civisme, f. L. civis citizen; see 
CIVIC and -ISM. So i·ncivism, XVIII. -F. 
incivisme; see IN- 2• 

clack khek chatter XIII ; make a clattering 
noise XVI. prob.- ON. klaka twitter, (of 
birds) chatter; of imit. origin; cf. Du. 
klakken crack, F. claquer. Hence clack sb. 
clatter of talk xv; clapping or clacking 
noise XVI; pump-valve xvu. Cf. ON. klak 
chirping of birds, Du. klak, MHG. klac. 

clad see CLOTHE. 
claim kleim demand or assert as one's 

own. XIII (Cursor M.). - OF. claim-, tonic 
stem of clamer cry, call, appeal= Pr. clamar, 
Sp. llamar, Pg. chamar, It. chiamare, Rum. 
chema :- L. clamdre cry, call, proclaim, call 
upon, rei. to clarus CLEAR. So claim sb. 
XIII. - OF. claime, f. clamer. Hence 
clai·mANT. xvrrr; primarily a legal term, 
after appella11t, defendant. 

clairvoyance klE;~Jvoi·;:~ns mental percep
tion, esp. of things concealed from sight. 
XIX (Mrs. Carlyle, Emerson). - F., f. clair
voyant (in Eng. also XIX), f. clair CLEAR+ 
voyant, prp. of voir see (see VISION). In F. 
used of visual and mental clearsightedness. 

clam klrem clamp XIV; bivalve shell-fish 
(orig. clam-shell) XVI. OE. clam bond, fetter, 
corr. to OHG. chlamma (G. dial. klamm), 
and MHG., G. klemme, Du. klemme, klem, 
f. Germ. *klam- press or squeeze together. 
The application to shell-fish may refer to 
their shutting like a pair of clamps or to 
their tenacious clinging to rocks. 

clamant klei·m;:~nt clamorous XVII; crying, 
urgent XVIII. - L. clamant-, clamans, prp. 
of clamdre cry out; see CLAIM, -ANT. 

clamber klre·mb<:~J climb with hands and 
feet. xv. Of frequent. form, pro b. f. clamb, 
obs. pt. of CLIMB (cf. the equiv. dial. climber 
xvi); see -ER4. 

clamjamphrie klremd3re'mfri (Sc.) trum
pery people, rabble. XIX (Scott). Of unkn. 
origin; Scott's form clanjamphrie suggests 
a contemptuous ref. to a Highland clan. 



CLAMMY 

clammy klre·mi sticky with moisture. XIV. 
f. (with -Y1) clam (XIV) smear, daub, choke, 
(dial.) parch, benumb, a new formation on 
clammed, pt. and pp. of OE. clreman (clremde, 
cl~md) smear, anoint, daub = MDu. 
klemen, OHG. chleimen, ON. kleima daub, 
plaster :-Germ. *klaimjan, f. *klaimaz 
clay, f. base repr. by CLAY. An earlier form 
was tclaymy (XIV), with which cf. tcleymows 
(xv), both f. cle(i)me, OE. clreman, ON. 
kleima. 

clamour klre·m;J.r loud outcry. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). -AN. clamur, OF. clamour- L. 
cltimorem, clamor, rei. to cltimtire; see CLAIM 
and -ouR. Hence cla·mour vb. XIV. 

clamp1 klremp brace or band of metal. 
XIV. pro b. of LG. origin; cf. Du., LG. 
klamp, tklampe (whence G. klampe), f. 
*'klamp-, by-form of *klamb- (cf. CLIMB), 
*'klamm- (cf. CLAM). Hence clamp vb. 
XVII. 

clamp2 klremp stack of bricks XVI; (agric.) 
stack of earth, turf, etc. XVIII. prob. as a 
brick-making term - (M)Du. klamp heap, 
rei. to CLUMP. 

clan klren group of associated families in 
Scotland bearing the same name. XIV (Sc. 
clen). -Gaelic clann offspring, family, stock, 
race, corr. to Oir. eland, (mod.) clann- L. 
planta sprout, scion, PLANT (for the sense cf. 
stirps stock, stem, race). 

clandestine klrende·stin secret, under
hand. XVI. - F. clandestin or L. clande
stinus, f. clam secretly, rei. to celtire CONCEAL. 

IJI For the L. formation cf. crelestinus, 
intestinus. 

clang klreiJ resonant ringing sound. XVI. 
imit. formation parallel to OHG. chiang 
(G. klang). Also as vb. XVI; perh. partly 
- L. clangere resound (as a trumpet). 

clangor klre·l)g;J.r loud clanging. XVI (Sh.). 
- L. clangor, f. clangere, rei. to Gr. klaggd 
loud cry. Hence cla·ngorous xvm; cf. 
medL. clang6r6sus. 

clank klreiJk sound as of heavy pieces of 
metal struck together. XVII. imit. forma
tion parallel to MLG., (M)Du. klank, 
OHG. chlanch. Cf. prec. and CLINK. Also 
as vb. XVII. 

clap1 klrep make a sharp, forcible, or re
sounding noise. OE. clappian throb, beat = 
OFris. klappia, MLG. klappen, OHG. 
klapfon, ON. klappa, beside OE. clreppan = 
OFris. kleppa, MLG. kleppen, OHG. klep
fen; also OE. clrepp-, cleppet(t)an; of imit. 
origin (cf. flap, rap, slap, tap). 

clap2 klrep (sl.) gonorrhrea. XVI. Of uncertain 
origin; but cf. OF. clapoir venereal bubo, 
obs. Du. klapoore 'botch or Soare in the 
Groin, gotten from a whore' (Hexham). 

clapboard klre·pb:>::ud split oak for barrel 
staves. XVI. Partial tr. of tctapholt (xv) 
- LG. klappholt = Du. klaphout, f. klappen 
crack+holt wood (see HOLT). 

CLASP 

clapperclaw klre·pa.rkl5 (arch., dial.) claw 
with open hand, beat, thrash. XVI. Ob
scurely f. clapper+cLAW vb. (perh. with 
iron. ref. to the sense 'flatter', from the phr. 
claw the back of). 

claque klrek organized body of hired 
applauders. XIX. -F. claque, f. claquer 
clap (cf. CLACK), of imit. origin. 

Clare klE;J.I nun of the Second Order of St. 
Francis, founded by St. Clara of Assisi, 
c. 1212. Cf. F. Clarisse, Du. Klarisse. 

clarence klre·r;Jns four-wheeled four
seated carriage. XIX. Named after the 
Duke of Clarence, afterwards William IV. 

Clarenc(i)eux klre·r;Jnsjii king-of-arms of 
England south of the Trent, formerly also 
called Surray. xv. -AN. Clarenceux (in 
AL. Clarencius), f. Clarence, an English 
dukedom named from Clare in co. Suffolk, 
the first duke being Lionel, second son of 
Edward III, whose wife brought with her 
the Honour of Clare. 

clarendon klre·r:md;Jn (typogr.) thick
faced type. xrx. Named after the Clarendon 
Press, which was first housed in the Clarendon 
Building at Oxford, erected with funds 
partly provided by the profits of the sale 
of the Earl of Clarendon's history of 'the 
Rebellion and Civil Wars in England' (1647). 

claret klre·r;Jt tepithet of light red wines, 
(later) red wine gen., (now) red wine of 
Bordeaux. xrv. orig. qualifying wine, after 
OF. vin claret (mod. clairet), which super
seded OF. clare (whence Eng. tclary mix
ture of wine, honey, etc. XIII) :- medL. 
cltirtitum (sc. vinum) 'clarified wine', n. pp. 
of cltirtire, f. L. cltirus CLEAR. 

clarify klre·rifai tillumine, make illustrious 
XIV; make clear xv. - (O)F. clarifier -late L. 
cliirificiire, f. cltirus CLEAR; see -FY. 

clarion klre·ri:m kind of trumpet. XIV. 
- medL. cliirio(n-), f. L. cliirus CLEAR; cf. 
OF. claron (mod. clairon). Hence clario
DE'T. XVIII; partly alteration of clarinet 
-F. clarinette, f. clarine, sb. use of fern. of 
tclarin, f. clair CLEAR. 

clarity klre·rlti tlustre, splendour XVI; 
clearness XVII. - L. cltirittis, f. cltirus CLEAR; 
see -ITY. (Superseded tclar(e)te, clerte XIV 
-OF. clarte, tclerte.) 

clary kle;J·ri the plant Salvia Sclarea. XIV. 
app. - F. tclarie, repr. medL. sclarea 
(whence OE. slarie, OHG. scar(a)leia), but 
the loss of initial s is unexpl. 

clash klref loud sound of collision followed 
by a confusion of lesser sounds. XVI. imit. ; 
rei. to clack, as crack to crash, smack to 
smash, dial. swack to swash ; cf. also the 
series clack, clap, clash and swack, swap, 
swash. Also as vb. XVI. 

clasp klasp sb. fastening consisting of 
interlocking parts; vb. secure with this. 
XIV. perh. f. CLIP1 after the pair grasp, grip; 
for the terminal sounds cf. HASP and MLG., 
MDu. gaspe, sespe (Du. sesp clasp, buckle). 
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class k!as division of persons or things. 
XVII (earlier Sc. in senses 'division of the 
Romans', 'class in a university', 'fleet' XVI, 
when the L. word was current in Eng.). 
Pro b. first in gen. use in the sense 'division 
of pupils in a school', and immed.- L. 
classis each of the six ancient divisions of 
the Roman people, body of citizens under 
arms, spec. fleet, prop. levy :- *qladtis, f. ex
tended form of *qel- call (cf. L. calare, Gr. 
kale'in call, clamor CLAMOUR). Cf. (O)F. 
classe. Hence class vb. XVIII (earlier than 
classify). So cla:ssiFICA'TION. XVIII (Burke, 
1790). -F. (1787); whence cla·ssiFY. 

classic khe·sik of the first rank; of the 
standard authors of ancient Greece and 
Rome; hence more widely, of others XVII; 
sb. (esp. pl.) ancient Gr. or L. writer XVIII; 
classical scholar XIX. -F. classique or L. 
classicus, f. classis CLASS; see -IC. So cla·ssi
CAL. XVI. The application to the ancient 
'classics' may have been due in part to the 
notion that the ancient Greek and Roman 
literatures were superior to the modern, and 
in part to their predominant use in the 
classes of schools. 

clatter klre·ta.I make the noise of repeated 
collision of hard bodies (in ME. earliest use 
'be shattered' XIII); tchatter, rattle through 
XIV. OE. *clatrian, implied in clatrung, 
corr. to (M)Du. klateren rattle, chatter, 
frequent. formation (see -ER5) on imit. base 
"'klat-. 

clause kl5z short sentence XIII ; article or 
proviso XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. clause = Pr. 
clauza - Gallo-Rom. *clausa, for L. clausula 
close of a rhetorical period, (later) conclu
sion of a legal formula, section of a law, fern. 
dim. f. claus-, pp. stem of claudere CLOSE. 

claustra! kl5·stral of a cloister. xv. -late L. 
claustralis, f. claustrum CLOISTER; see -AL. 

claustrophobia kl5strafou·bia (path.) 
morbid dread of enclosed places. XIX. f. 
claustra-, taken as comb. form (see -o) of 
L. claustrum CLOISTER+-PHOBIA. 

clavate klei·veit (nat. hist.) club-shaped. 
XIX. - modL. clavatus, f. clava staff, club; 
see -ATE 2• 

clavichord klre·vik5.Id string-and-key in
strument. xv. - medL. clavit;hordium 
(whence It. clavicordio, G. klavichord), f. 
L. clavis key (rei. to claudere CLOSE)+ chorda 
string, CHORD. 

clavicle khe·vikl collar-bone. XVII. - L. 
clavicula small key, door-bolt, applied in 
modL. to the bone because of its shape, 
dim. of clavis key (cf. prec.). 

clavier klre·via.I, klavi;;o·.J keyboard XVIII; 
keyboard instrument XIX. -F. clavier, or 
its deriv. G. klavier- L. *claviarius (see 
-ARY), f. clavis key. 

claw kl5 sharp horny toe-nail. OE. clawu 
(new formation on the obl. cases, the orig. 

CI.EAVE 

nom. being repr. by clea, whence ME. and 
dial. clee) = OFris. kle, klawe, OS. clauua 
(Du. klauw), OHG. chlawa (G. klaue) :
WGerm. *klawo; another" type is repr. by 
OHG. chloa, 0;\f. kl6. Hence claw vb. 
OE. clawian = MLG. klawen, OHG. 
klawen. 

clay klei stiff viscous earth. OE. clieg = 
OFris. klay, (M)LG., (M)Du. klei :
WGerm. *klaijo-, f. *klai- *klei- *kli-, 
repr. also by OE. clam, mod. dial. cloam 
mud, clay, OE. clreman (see CLAMMY); IE. 
*gloi- *glei- *gli- smear is widely repr., 
e.g. by Gr. gloi6s, gline, glia, L. gliis, gliiten 
(see GLUE, GLUTINOUS), 0Ir. g[enaid remains 
sticking, OS!. glenu, Lith. glitus slippery. 
Hence clay·ey. late OE. clregig. See -Y1. 

claymore klei·m5a.I Highlander's two
edged broadsword. XVIII. f.Gaelicclaidheamh 
klai·:w sword + m6r ( = W. mawr, Ir. mdr) 
great. 

-cle kl terminal el. repr. F. -cle- L. -culus, 
-a, -urn -CULE, as in tanimalcle, article, 
corpuscle, follicle, versicle. 

clean klin tclear ; free from dirt or filth. 
OE. clrene = OFris. klene, kleine, OS. kleni, 
cleini (Du. kleen, klein small), OHG. chleini, 
MHG. kleine clear, pure, delicate, fine, 
neat, small, puny (G. klein small):- WGerm. 
*klainiz, usu. supposed to be formed (with 
-n-; cf. green) on *klai- (see CLAY), as if the 
prim. meaning were 'shining with oil'. 
The historically orig. sense 'clear, pure' is 
most nearly preserved by Eng. among the 
mod. langs. Hence cleanly kle·nli adj. 
and adv. OE. clrenlic, -liCe: see -LY\ -LY2 • 

cleanse klenz. OE. clrensian; the mod. 
sp., replacing tclense, is due to assim. to the 
adj. 

clear klia.I free from obscurity, murk, or 
impurity. XIII. ME. cler- OF. cler (mod. 
clair) = Pr. cZar, Sp. claro, It. chiaro· :- L. 
claru-s bright, clear, manifest, iiiustrious, 
famous, poss. rei. to calare call (cf. INTER
CALATE, COUNCIL). Hence clear vb. XIV (R. 
Rolle, Ch., Wyclif). clea·rANCE. XVI. 

cleat klit wedge (spec. naut.). XIV. repr. 
OE. *cleat = MLG. *klot (Du. kloot) ball, 
sphere, OHG. clzloz clod, Jump, pommel 
of sword, wedge (G. kloss) :- WGerm. 
*klautaz, rei. to *klilt- CLOT, CLOUT, and 
OE. cleat 'pittacium'. 

cleave' kllv hew or cut asunder, split. OE. 
cleofan (cleaf, clufon, clofen) = OS. klioaan 
(Du. klieven), OHG. chliuban (G. klieben), 
ON. kljufa :-Germ. *kleuaan (*klaua, 
*kluaum, *kluaanaz) :-IE. base *gleubh
(cf. Gr. gluphein hoilow out, as in HIERO
GLYPH, and perh. L. gliibere peel). The 
forms of the pt. have foilowed similar lines 
of development to those of choose ; since 
c. 18oo the pp. cloven has been mainly 
limited to adj. use, e.g. cloven hoof; pt. and 
pp. cleaved (from XIV) are mainly in geol. 
use; cleft dates from XIV. 
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cleave2 kliv stick fast, adhere. The present 
form repr. OE. cleofian, clifian = OS. 
clioon (Du. kleven), OHG. chleben (G. 
kleben) :- WGerm. wk. vb. "'klioojan, -mjan, 
f. "'klio-, the strong form of which is repr. 
by OE. clifan ("'claf, clijon, clijen), ME. 
clive, pt. claf, later clave (A.V.) = OS. 
biklioan (Du. beklijven), OHG. chliban, ON. 
klifa j f. *klt- stick, adhere (cf. CLAY, CLIMB). 
Cleft dates from XVII ; cf. bereft, left. The 
sp. with ea for this and prec. is abnormal. 

cleavers kli·v:uz, divers kli•v:uz goose
grass, Galium Aparine, which adheres to 
objects by its minute hooked bristles. xv. 
Earliest forms cliure, clyure, superseding 
OE. clife = OS. klioa, OHG. chliba, f. base 
of CLEAVE 2

; presumably apprehended as an 
agent-noun. 

cleek klik (Sc.) large hook xv; kind of golf 
club XIX. f. cleek, var. of cleech, cleach, repr. 
OE. "'cl!Eian ("'cltehte) clutch. 

clef klef (mus.) character indicating the 
name and pitch of a note. XVI. - F. clef :
L. clavi-s key, rei. to or- Doric Gr. klats 
(:- "'klaris), f. "'klau- (cf. L. claudere CLOSE). 

cleft kleft fissure, split. XIII. Earliest 
form clift ; the present form, due to assim. 
to cleft, pp. of CLEAVE\ dates from XVI. 

clematis kle·m:Jtis wild twining shrub (Old 
Man's Beard). XVI (Gerarde). - L. clematis 
- Gr. ktematis, f. klema vine-branch. 

clement kle•m:Jnt mild and humane. xv. 
- L. clement-, -ens, assoc. by the ancients 
with clinare incline, LEAN 2 • So cle·mENCY. 
xv. - L. dementia. 

clench klentJ fix firmly; grasp firmly XIII; 
close tightly (the fist, etc.) XVIII. OE. 
-clencan (in beclencan) = OHG. chlankhan, 
klenken :-Germ. "'klaykjan, f. "'klayk
*kleyk- *kluyk-, parallel to *klayg-, etc. 
(see CLING). Cf. CLINCH. 

clepsydra klepsi·dr:J instrumenttomeasure 
time by the discharge of water. XVII (Sir T. 
Browne). - L. -Gr. klepsudrii, f. kleps-, 
comb. form of kleptein steal+hudor WATER. 

clerestory kli:J'.Tst5ri row of lights above 
the arches or triforium of a church. xv. 
f. clere, CLEAR ('light, lighted')+sTOREY. 

clergy kl~· .1d3i A. body of ordained men 
in the Church XIII; B. learning (survived 
in legal phr. benefit of clergy) XIII. repr. two 
F. words, which were both used in sense A, 
(O)F. clerge :- ecclL. clericiitu-s, f. clericus 
(see CLERK, -ATE1

), and (O)F. clergie, f. clerc 
+-ie -Y3, with -g- afterclerge. 

cleric kle·rik adj. clerical; sb. clergyman. 
XVII. - ecclL. clericus (Jerome)- Gr. kleri
k6s (eccl.) belonging to the Christian 
ministerial order, f. klhos lot, heritage, as 
used (e.g.) in Acts i I7 'the lot (kleros) of 
this ministry'. So cle·riCAL of the clergy 
XVI; of a clerk or penman XVIII. - ecciL. 

CLIENT 

clericalis, f. clericus; the second meaning is 
due to assoc. with the later sense of CLERK. 

clerk kliiJk, (dial., vulgar, and U.S.) kl~.1k 
ordained minister of the Church XI ; learned 
man, scholar XIII ; lay officer of a church 
(e.g. singing c., parish c.); one having charge 
of records, correspondence, or accounts XVI. 
Late OE. cleric, clerc- ecclL. clericus CLERIC; 
this merged with ME. clerc- (O)F. clerc 
( = Pr. clerc, It. chierico ), of the same origin. 
The sp. clark appears xv. Learning in the 
Middle Ages being mainly confined to the 
clergy, the word came to express 'scholar', 
and to denote any one engaged in a notarial 
or secretarial occupation. Hence cle·rkly 
adj. XVI; modelled on cle·rkly adv. xv, 
which is afterlate L. clericaliter; see-LY\ -LY 2

• 

cleugh k!iux Sc. form of CLOUGH. XIV. 

clever kle·V:J.l adroit, dexterous (XIII ?) 
XVI; (dial.) nimble, active; lithe, handsome 
XVII; (dial.) convenient, agreeable, nice 
XVIII. prob. long in local use before it 
became gen. established, and still recorded 
as provincial in XVII, as by Sir Thomas 
Browne (E. Anglia) and Ray ('South and 
East Country Words', r674). The earliest 
ex., in the form cliuer, if identifiable with 
this word, is from the ME. 'Bestiary' (pro b. 
E. Anglian) and its context suggests etymol. 
connexion with tcliver claw, as if 'sharp to 
seize' ; rare Sc. cleverous apt to seize (Dun
bar), similarly assoc. with cluik claw, pre
cedes the earliest ex. of clever in the mod. 
period. Correspondence in form and sense 
to LG. kliiver, klever, MDu. klever sprightly, 
brisk, smart, suggests that the word may 
belong to the LG. area. 

clew klu (arch.) ball, esp. of thread OE.; 
(naut.) corner of a sail to which tacks and 
sheets are made fast XVI (Nashe). OE. 
cliwen, cleowen = MLG., Du. kluwen, f. 
base of OHG. chliuwi, chliuwa, MHG. 
kliuwel, kliuwelin, by dissimilation kniuwel
(in), whence G. kniiuel ball of wool; pro b. 
ult. rei. to CLAW (cf. ON. kl6 claw, clew of 
sail). For the loss of final -en cf. eve, game, 
maid. See the differentiated var. CLUE. 

cliche kli·Jei stereotype block; stereotyped 
phrase, literary tag. XIX. F., sb. use of pp. 
of clicher stereotype (fig., as in discours cliche 
stereotyped speech), said to be imit. of the 
sound produced by the dropping of the 
matrix on the molten metal (cf. G. klitsch 
slap, clash, perh. the immed. source). 

click klik slight sharp hard sound XVII ; 
catch, latch XVIII ; non-vocal suction-sound 
in some languages XIX. Also vb. XVII. ult. 
imit.; cf. OF. clique tick of a clock, cliquer 
click (whence modF. cliqueter, cliquetis), 
Du. klik tick, MDu. klikken. Cf. CLIQUE. 

client klai•:Jnt one under the protection of 
a patron XIV (Gower); one for whom an 
advocate pleads xv; customer XVII. - L. 
client-, cliens, earlier cluens, sb. use of prp. 
of cluere, cluere hear, listen; lit. 'one who is 



CLIFF 

at another's call'; see LISTEN. So clientele 
kliateH orig. (xvi) - L. clientela, but obs. 
in XVII and readopted from F. c. I8so. 

cliff klif steep face of rock OE. ; steep slope 
(now local) XII. OE. clif = OS. (Du.) klij, 
OHG. klep, ON. klif:-Germ. "'klioam; 
beside MDu. klippe (whence G. klippe):
"'klion-, and ON. kleif; of unkn. origin. 

climacteric klaima:kte·rik, -a:·ktarik pert. 
to a critical period (in human life); also sb. 
XVI (formerly often climateric). -F. clima
terique or L. climactericus- Gr. klimakteri
k6s, f. klimaktir critical period, f. klimak-, 
klfmax ladder (CLIMAX)+-ter agent-suffix. 
Also climacte·riCAL. XVI. 

climate klai·mat belt of the earth's surface 
between two parallels of latitude XIV (Bar
bour, Ch., Gower); region having certain 
atmospheric conditions; these conditions 
themselves XVII. - (O)F. climat or late L. 
clima, climat- - Gr. klima, klimat- in the 
sense 'zone or region of the earth occupying 
a particular elevation on the supposed slope 
of the earth and sky from the equator to the 
poles', which had developed from the gen. 
sense 'slope of ground'; f. "'kli-, as in klinein 
slope, LEAN 2• (tClimature XVII was a former 
syn., as in Sh.; see also CLIME.) Hence 
climatrc klaima:·tik. XIX. 

climax klai·mreks (rhet.) ascending series 
of expressions XVI; (transf., by misuse) 
culmination, highest point XVIII. - late L. 
climax - Gr. klfmax ladder, hence in rhet., 
f. *'kli- (see LEAN 2

). 

climb klaim raise oneself or ascend by 
means of some hold or footing. OE. climban, 
pt. clamb, clumbon, pp. clumben = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. klimmen, OHG. chlimban (G. klim
men) :- \VGerm. *klimban, nasalized var. of 
"'klioan (see CLEAVE 2

), the orig. sense being 
'hold fast'. Now inflected wk. climbed 
klaimd XIII, except for an arch. pt. clomb 
kloum. In many dialects clim is the sur
viving form, and in Sc. the orig. conjugation 
is preserved, clim, clam, clum. 

clime klaim. XVI (now arch.). -late L. clima 
CLIMATE. 

clinch klintJ later var. of CLENCH, now 
differentiated for certain meanings. XVI. 

cling klil) teoagulate, congeal; tshrink, 
wither OE.; adhere, stick, cleave XIII. OE. 
clingan, pt. clang, pp. clungen, corr. to lVIDu. 
klingen stick, adhere, MHG. klingen climb: 
f. Germ. "'klavg- "'klivg- *kluvg- (cf. OE. 
clengan, ME. clenge adhere, cling, MIIG. 
klengel swinging object, ON. klengjast inter
fere, OHG. klungilin, G. kliingel clew), 
parallel to "'klavk-, etc. ( cf. CLENCH). 

clinic kli·nik pert. to the sick-bed. XVII. sb. 
bedridden person. XVII. - L. clinicus - Gr. 
klinik6s, f. kline bed (see LEAN 2); cf. F. 
clinique and see -Ic. So cli·nrcAL. XVIII. 

CLOAK 

clink1 klil)k make a sharp metallic sound. 
XIV (Ch.). prob. - (M)Du. klinken sound, 
ring, tinkle, rei. to MLG., (M)Du. klank 
sound (cf. CLANK), and parallel to OHG. 
chlanch (G. klang); cf. CLANG. Hence clink 
sb. XIV. 

clink2 klil)k proper name of a prison in 
Southwark; (gen.) prison. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin. 

clinker1 kli·l)k;u very hard kind of brick 
XVII; mass of slag or lava XVIII. Earlier 
klincard, clincart - early modDu. klinckaerd 
(now klinker), f. klinken sound, ring, CLINK1 ; 

so called because the brick rings when 
struck. 

clinker2 kli·l)k:u applied to boats of which 
the planks are overlapped and secured with 
clinched nails. XVI. f. clink, var. of CLINCH+ 
-ER1 ; pro b. infl. by LG., Du. klinken rivet. 
Clincher-built has varied with clinker-built 
from XVIII. 

clinometer klaina·mita.r instrument for 
measuring slopes. XIX. f. clino-, used as 
comb. form of stem of Gr. klinein slope (see 
LEAN 2)+-METER. 

clinquant kli·l)k:mt glittering (lit. and 
fig.). XVI. -F. prp. of tclinquer to ring, 
glitter (clinquant d'or XVI)- LG. klinken 
CLINK. 

clip1 klip embrace, grip, clutch. OE. 
clyppan = OFris. kleppa :- WGerm. *klup
pjan, with cogns. outside Germ. in OS!. 
razlglobiti press, Lith. gl6bti embrace. Hence 
clip sb.1 instrument that clips or grips. xv. 

clip 2 klip cut, shear. XII (Orm); mutilate 
(coin) XIV; cut short (words) XVI; move 
rapidly XVII. -ON. klippa, prob. imit. of 
the sound produced; cf. LG., Fris. klippen. 

clipper kli·p:l.I fast-sailing vessel. XIX. f. 
CLIP 2 in the sense 'move quickly', said of 
vessels taking the water, and formerly of 
the flight of birds; pro b. infi. by CUTTER. 
(In gen. sense 'one who or that which clips' 
from XIV.) 

clique klik small exclusive set. XVIII. 
- (O)F. clique, f. OF. cliquer make a noise 
- MDu. klikken (see CLICK); for the sense-
development cf. CLAQUE. 

clitoris k!ai·taris (anat.) female homologue 
of the penis. XVII. modL.- Gr. kleitoris. 

cloaca klouei·ka sewer XVIII; (anat.) excre
tory canal XIX. - L. cloaca, clutica, earlier 
clovtica, rei. to cluere cleanse, f. IE. "'klu
*kleu- *klou-, repr. also by OE. hliit(t)or 
pure, Gr. kluzein wash, bathe (see CATA
CLYSM, CLYSTER). So cloa·CAL. XVII. - L. 

cloak klouk loose outer garment. XIII. 
-OF. cloke, cloque, dial. var. of cloche 
(i) bell, (ii) cloak = 0 It. dial. ciocca, Pg. choca 
cow-bell :- medL. clocca (vn), perh. of Ir. 
origin (cf. CLOCK). Hence cloak vb. XVI. 
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CLOCK 

clock kl<>k instrument for measuring and 
recording time by a pendulum. XIV. Intro
duced by Flemish clockmakers imported by 
Edward I.- MLG., MDu. klocke (LG., Du. 
klok), corr. to OE. clucge, OFris. klokke, 
OHG. glocka (G. glocke bell), ON. klokka, 
klukka; Germ. - medL. clocca bell (whence 
F. cloche, etc. ; cf. CLOAK). 

clod kl<>d tclot of blood XIV; lump of earth, 
etc. xv. In OE. in clodhamer (cf. YELLOW
HAMMER) fieldfare, Clodhangra (place
name); corr. to (M)HG. klotz. Hence 
clo·dho:pper tploughman, country lout. 
XVII; + agent-noun of HOP. 

clog kl<>g (dial.) block of wood XIV; wooden
soled shoe xv. Of unlm. origin. Hence 
clog vb. fetter, hamper, encumber. XIV. 

cloisonne klwaz<>·nei (of enamels) divided 
into compartments. XIX. pp. ofF. cloisonner, 
f. cloison partition = Pr. clauz6 :-Rom. 
"'clausio(n-), f. claus- (see CLOSE). 

cloister kloi·sta;r enclosure, close XIII; 
convent; covered walk, esp. round a court 
XIV. -OF. cloistre (mod. cloitre), earlier 
clostre = Pr. claustre, It. chiostro :- L. 
claustrum, clostrum lock, bar, enclosed 
place, f. claud-, stem of claudere CLOSE, 
+-trum, instr. suffix. 

Clootie klu·ti the Devil. XVIII (Burns). 
f. cloot hoof+-m. 

close klous sb. enclosed place, enclosure 
XIII; adj. closed, shut up XIV. - (O)F. clos 
:- L. clausu-s, pp. of claudere shut, close, 
rei. to cldvis key, clavus nail, Gr. kleis key, 
klelein shut, Ir. clO nail, W. clo lock. So 
close klouz vb. stop an opening. xm. f. 
clos-, ppl. stem of (O)F. clare :- L. claudere; 
superseded OE. clysan, beclysan, ME. 
(be)clii.sen (early XIII), f. cliise bar, enclosure, 
cloister- medL. cliisa, var. of clausa, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of L. claudere. 

closet kl<>·zit private room XIV; cabinet, 
cupboard; privy xvrr. - OF. closet, dim. of 
clos; see prec. and -ET. 

closure klou•3aJ tbarrier, fence XIV (Ch.); 
tENCLOSURE XV; conclusion, close XVI. 
-OF. closure :-late L. clausiira, f. claus-; see 
CLOSE, -URE. In the last sense a new forma
tion on CLOSE, and in parliamentary use 
(c. r88o) superseding earlier cloture (c. r87o) 
- F. cl6ture :- Rom. •clausitura, f. claus-+ 
-tura -TURE. 

clot klat lump, esp. one formed by coagula
tion. OE. clot(t) = MHG. kloz (G. klotz) 
:-WGerm. *klutt-, f. *klut- *kleut- *klaut-; 
cf. CLEAT, CLOUT. . 

cloth klop A. piece of woven or felted stuff 
OE. ; the stuff or material itself (in these 
two uses with mod. pl. cloths) XIV; B. t( col!.) 
clothing, raiment xu, equivalent to clothes 
klouilz, klouz, OE. cldpas, ME. cldpes, 
elopes, later tcloaths, also tclose, north. 
cliipis, modSc. cla~s. OE. cliip = OFris. 
kldth, kllth, MDu. kleet (Du. kleed), MHG. 

CLOWN 

kleit (G. kleid); ON. klceoi is of different 
origin, and the distribution of the word in 
Germ. is irregular; of unkn. origin. So 
clothe kloui'l pt., pp. clothed kloui'ld and 
arch. clad klred provide with clothes. xu. 
ME. cliipen, pointing to OE. *cliipian, f. 
clap. Late Nhb. OE. had cltepde, pt. of 
cltepan, and pp. gecladed, which appear to 
have been the source of ME. pt. cladde, pp. 
clad; but ON. klredda, klreddr, pt. and pp. of 
klreoa, were partly the source; ME. yclad 
(XIV) was revived as an archaism XVI 
(Spenser). 

cloud klaud thill, rock OE.; visible mass 
of watery vapour in the air XIII. OE. cliid, 
prob. rei. to CLOD. In the second sense it 
superseded OE. 1volcen WELKIN and ME. 
skie SKY. The orig. sense survives in place
names. Hence cloud vb. XVI. 

dough klAf ravine. OE. cloh (in place
names) :- Germ. *klayx-, rei. to OHG. 
klinga (G. dial. klinge) ravine. 

clout klaut tpatch; metal plate OE. ; piece 
of cloth XIII; (from the vb.) blow with the 
hand XIV. OE. cliit, corr. to (M)LG., MDu. 
kliit(e) (Du. kluit lump, clod), ON. klutr 
kerchief; rei. to CLEAT, CLOT. Hence clout 
vb. patch OE. ; OE. cliitian (in pp. gecliitod) 
cuff heavily. XIV. 

clovel klouv one of the divisions of the 
bulb of garlic, etc. OE. cluju, pl. cluje, also 
in comps. clufeht bulbous, clufpung crow
foot, clujwyrt buttercup, corr. to the first el. 
of OS. clujloc 'clove-leek', garlic, OHG. 
klobolouch (MHG. klobelouh, knobelouh, G. 
knoblauch), f. weak grade of Germ. '*kleuo
(see CLEAVE1). 

clovea klouv dried flower-bud of Caryo
phyllus aromaticus used as spice. XIV. 
orig. claw (of) gilofer- (O)F. clou de girofle 
(gilofre) 'nail of clove-tree', so called from 
its shape; see GILLYFLOWER. The change 
from claw to clove is difficult to account for; 
it may have taken place in AN., clou de 
giving *clovide, perh. with the same change 
as in lieutenant. 

cloven see CLEAVE1• 

clover klou·va;r species of trefoil. OE. 
cldjre = (M)LG., Du. kldver :-Germ. 
*klaioron, the first syll. of which corr. to 
OS. kle, OHG. kleo (G. klee) :- WGerm. 
*klaiwaz, -am clover. From xv-xvn a 
common var. was claver, which may repr. 
OE. cltejre, with shortening of the stem
vowel, or may be of LDu. origin. 

clown klaun rustic, ill-bred man; fool or 
buffoon, esp. on the stage. XVI. perh. of 
LG. origin; cf. NFris. klonne, klilnne clumsy 
fellow, klilnj clod, lump, and the like. The 
earliest forms (setting aside an obscure 
reference to Sanct Cloun in Dunbar, which 
may be unconnected) are elaine, cloyne, the 
diphthong of which may point to an orig. ii. 
Some favour the deriv. suggested by Ben 
Jonson in 'Tale of a Tub' I iii [Latin] 
'Colonus is an Inhabitant: A Clowne 
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CLOY 

originall', 'An ancient Colon (as they say) 
a Clowne of Midlesex' ; but evidence is 
wanting. 

cloy kloi tnail, prick (a horse) with a nail 
XIV; tclog, obstruct; surfeit, satiate XVI. 
Aphetic of tacloy- AN. acloyer, var. of OF. 
encloyer (mod. enclouer) :-Rom. *inclaviire, 
f. L. in E:-J:-1 +clavus nail, rei. to davis key 
(cf. CLAVICLE, CONCLAVE), claudere CLOSE. 

club kL1.b heavy stick XIII; stick used in 
ball-games xv; (tr. It. bastone, Sp. baston 
BATON) suit at cards XVI; combination or 
association of persons XVII. -ON. klubba, 
assim. form of klumba club ( cf. klumbu-, 
klubbuj6tr club-footed), rei. to CLDMP. The 
last sense appears to have been derived 
from the sense 'form into a club-like mass' 
(xvn) of the vb., which was itself derived 
from the orig. meaning of the sb. Hence 
clu·bbABLE. XVIII (Johnson), 

cluck klAk make the peculiar sound of a 
broody hen. XVII (Cotgr.). corr. to MHG. 
klucken, (also mod.) glucken, Da. klukke, 
Sw. klucka, imit. formation to which there 
are parallel forms with the vowel o, O.E. 
cloccian (dial. clock), MDu. clocken (Du. 
klokken), Sw. dial. klokka; cf. synon. L. 
glocire, Gr. kltssein (:- *klokj-). 

clue klii later form (xv) of CLEW, now 
restricted mainly to the sense 'fact, etc., 
leading (through a difficulty) to a solution 
or discovery'. 

clumber klA"mb:J.r breed of spaniel. XIX. 
f. Clumber, name of a seat of the duke of 
Newcastle, in Nottinghamshire. 

clump klAmp compact mass of trees XVI ; 
trans£. of other things XVII. - MLG. klumpe 
(LG. klump, whence Norw. klump, etc.), 
rei. to MDu. klompe (Du. klomp) lump, 
mass, and OE. clympre (mod. dial. dumper) 
lump of metal, and further to CLAMP 2 ; cf. 
CLDB. 

clumsy k!A-mzi tbenumbed; moving as if 
benumbed, awkward in action. XVI. perh. 
of dial. origin (Marston's use of it is 
ridiculed by Ben Jonson in 'Poetaster' viii). 
f. (dial.) clumse benumb (xm, Cursor lVI.), 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. dial. 
klumsen strike dumb, clog, hamper, klumst 
clumsy, Ice!. klumsa lock-jawed, Sw. dial. 
klumsen benumbed, dazed, klumsig numb, 
clumsy); the base *klum- is repr. also by 
Norw. dial. kluma, klumra, Du. kleumen, 
kleumsch, cf. clem. 

Cluniac klii·ni~l< pert. to (a monk of) the 
monastery of Cluny. XVII. - medL. Clunia
cus, f. Clun(i)::eum Cluny or Clugny, France; 
see -Ac. 

cluster klA·st:J.r collectiL'n of things close 
together. OE. clyster, (rare) cluster, also 
geclystre bunch of grapes, prob. f. *klut
(see CLOT). For the vocalism cf. BU.:SH. 

clutch1 klAtJ tcrook, bend; seize with 
claws, seize eagerly. XIV. ME. clucche, pp. 
clought, varying with clicche, pt. clihte, 

COADJUTOR 

pp. cliht, repr. late OE. clyccan, pp. gecliht 
crook, clench, also in forclyccan stop up 
(the ears), ymbclyccan enclose :- *klukjan. 
(A synon. dial. cleach, ME. cleche, pt. clahte, 
pp. claht, cle!]t, points to OE. *cliEcan, pt. 
*cliEhte.) Hence clutch sb. claw; grasp 
XVI; earlier synon. forms are (dial.) cloke, 
tcloch (xiii), Sc. cluk, cleuk (xrv), tclouch 
(xv), tclooch (xvr). The interrelation and 

'history of the series of forms is obscure. 

clutch2 klAtJ laying or sitting of eggs, 
brood of young birds. XVIII. prob. of 
southern dial. origin like synon. north. 
cletch (xvn), rei. obscurely to cleck hatch 
(xv; chiefly Sc.) - o::--;-. klekja assoc. with 
CLUTCH1 . 

clutter klA·t;u tclotted mass XVI; confused 
mass or crowd ; noisy turmoil ; confused 
noise XVII. var. of tclotter (Ch.), tclodder 
(xv), f. CLOT, CLOD; and see -ER4 ; has been 
assoc. to some extent with cluster and clatter. 
So clu·tter vb. in similar senses (XVI); 
appears to have been introduced into litera
ture from dial. use, to which it has largely 
reverted. 

Clydesdale klai·dzdeil breed of horse 
reared in the neighbourhood of the river 
Clyde in Scotland. xrx. 

clypeus kli·pi;Js (ent.) shield-shaped part 
of the head of insects. XIX. var. of L. clipeus, 
clupeus shield; comb. form cly·peo-. 

clyster kli·st;J.r mJection, enema. xrv. 
- (O)F. clystere or L. clyster- Gr. klusdr 
syringe, rei. to kluzein wash, rinse, f. IE. 
*klud- *kleud- (whence also OE. hliittor 
pure), further rei. to OL. cluere purify, 
cluaca, cloaca sewer ( cf. CLOACA). 

co- kou var. of COM- used before vowels, 
h, and gn, as in L. coadjutor, coalescere 
COALESCE, co::equalis CO-EQUAL, cognatus 
COGNATE, coheres CO-HEIR, coop tare CO-OPT; 
in very extensive use from XVII as a living 
formative in the senses 'together', 'in 
common', 'joint(ly)', 'reciprocally'. In 
math. repr. complement, in the sense' ... of 
the complement', 'complement of .. .', as 
in COSINE, etc. 

coacervation kou=~s;J.rvei· f;)n heaping to
gether. XIV. - L. coacen:atio(n-), f. coacer
viire, f. com- co-+acervus heap; see -ATION. 

coach koutS large carriage XVI; private 
tutor ( orig. university slang), instructor in 
sport and athletics XIX. immed. - F. cache 
(Ronsard). A Common European word since 
XVI, e.g. G.lmtsche, Du. koets, Sp., Pg. coche, 
It. cocchio, Pol. kocz; ult.- Magyar kocsi 
ko·tJi, current from the reign of Matthias 
Corvinus (r458-9o), adj. f. Kocs name of a 
town near Raab in Hungary, the full form 
being kocsi szeker 'Kocs cart', whence modL. 
cocius currus, currus kotsi, G. tcotschieu;agen, 
tgutschiwagen, Du. tkoetsiwaghen, etc.; 
occas. tcochee in Eng. (xvi). 

coadjutor kouad3ii·ta.I fellow-helper. xv. 



COAGULATE 

- (O)F. coadjuteur, t-tor -late L. coadjutor, f. 
co-+adjiitor helper (see ADJUTANT). 

coagulate koure·gjl!leit curdle, form into 
a mass. xvrr. f. pp. stem of L. coagulare, f. 
coagulum rennet, f. *coagere drive together; 
see COGENT, -ATE3

• So COagulA'TION. XV ( ?). 
coaita kou·aita red-faced spider monkey. 

XVIII. Tupi. 

coal koul tglowing piece of wood OE. ; 
tcharcoal XIII ; black mineral used for fuel 
XIII ( orig. seacoal, per h. because orig. de
rived from beds exposed by marine denuda
tion). OE. col, carr. with variation of form 
and gender to OFris., MLG. kale, (LG. 
kale), MDu. cole (Du. kool), OHG. kol, kola 
(G. kohle), ON. kol :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*kolam, *kolon, referred by some to Skr. 
jval glow, by others to Olr. giial, W. glo 
coal. The present standard form derives 
from OE. obi. cases. 

coalesce kou~le·s unite in one body. XVI. 
- L. coalescere, f. com co-+alescere grow 
up, f. alere nourish (see ALIMENT). So 
coali·TION. XVII. - medL. 

coalmouse, colemouse kou·lmaus the 
bird Parus ater. OE. colmase, carr. to MDu. 
koolmeze (Du. koolmees), MHG. kolemeise 
(G. kohlmeise), f. col COAL (with allusion to 
its black cap)+mase (see TITMOUSE). 

coaming kou·mil) (naut.) raised edges of 
hatches and scuttles. XVII. Of unlm. origin. 

coarse k;)~Js tordinary, common XIV; want
ing in fineness or delicacy XVI (later in 
various lit. and fig. uses). Earliest forms 
cors(e ), course; the present form appears 
XVII, but is anticipated by tcowarce (xvi); 
the earliest application is to cloth or clothes; 
of unkn. origin; that it should be based on 
the phr. of cou>·se customary, usual (xvi) 
seems to be chronologically impossible. 

coast koust ttract, region XIII (Cursor M.); 
tquarter, direction; tside; sea-shore XIV; 
(Canada and U.S.) hill-slope XVIII. ME. 
cost( e)- OF. coste (mod. cote) = Pr., Pg., 
It. costa, Sp. cuesta :- L. costa rib, flank, 
side. So coast vb. tkeep or move by the 
side or coast of; t border upon XIV ; ttraverse, 
scour xv; (U.S.) slide down a slope in a 
sled ; hence in cycling XIX. In early use 
costay, -ey, -ie- OF. costeier (mod. cotoyer), 
f. coste (cf. It. costeggiare); later assim. to 
the form of the sb. 

coat kout tunic, (later) man's outer gar
ment; (dial.) petticoat; natural covering. XVI. 
ME. cote- OF. cote (mod. cotte petticoat), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. cota, It. cotta (cf. COTTA) :
Rom. *cotta-Frank. *kotta(cf. OHG. kozzo 
(G. kotze) coarse woollen garment or stuff, 
OS. cot woollen coat or cloak), of unkn. 
origin. Hence coat-armour ttabard with 
heraldic device; theraldic bearings XIV; 
blazonry xv. pro b.- OF. *cotte d'armure (cf. 
coat-of-arms xv- F. cotte d'armes). tcoat
card; see couRT-card. 

COCCA GEE 

coati kou·ti Amer. mammal resembling 
civet and racoon. XVII. - Tupi coati, 
coatim, f. cua cincture+tim nose. 

coax kouks tfool, take in ; pet, fondle XVI ; 
wheedle xvn. orig. 'make a cokes [i.e. fool] 
of', of unkn. origin; 'a low word' (J.). 

cob1 k;)b in many applications which can 
be mostly grouped under the headings 
'head' and 'roundish object, round clump', 
among the earliest being 'great man, leader' 
(xv), cob-iron (xv) one of the irons on which 
a spit turns (also tcobbard), cob-nut (xvi), 
earlier tcobble-nut ; cob-loaf loaf with a 
round head (xvii); the application to a 
stout short-legged horse (XIX) has been 
referred to dial. cobs testicles. Of obscure 
origin; in AL. cobus cob-loaf (XIII); cf. 
WFlem. kobbe tuft of feathers, head of hair, 
dome of the head, WFris. kobbe drop. 

cob2 bb gull. XVI (sea cobbe). perh. of 
LG. origin; cf. Du. kobbe, kobmeeuw, EFris. 
seikobbe. 

cobalt k~b5·lt, kou·b5lt (chem.) metallic 
element. XVII (cobalt). -G. kobalt, -old, 
t-olt, t-elt, disparaging application of 
MHG. kobolt (mod. kobold) fairy or demon 
of the mine, from the miners' belief that 
cobalt ore was deleterious to the silver ores 
in which it occurred; for similar applica
tions cf. nickel, wolfram. 

cobble1 k;)·bl rounded stone xv (in earliest 
exx. c.-stone, also tcobled stone); pl. small 
coal XIX. f. COj1 +-LE1• 

cobbler k;)·bl<JJ maker or mender of shoes. 
XIII (as a surname), XIV (PP!.), of unkn. 
origin. Hence cobble 2 vb. mend roughly, 
patch up. xv. 

coble kou·bl (Sc.) boat used esp. for 
salmon-fishing XIII; (north. Eng.) sea 
fishing-boat xm. In AL. cobellum (xm), 
cobla (XIV); poss. of Celtic origin (cf. W. 
ceubal ferry-boat, skiff, lighter, Breton 
caubal). 

cobra kou·br<J. XIX; short for cobra (de) 
capella (XVII) hooded snake; Pg. cobra(:- L. 
colubra) snake, de with, capella hood (:
medL. cappellus, dim. of cappa CAPE). 

coburg kou·b;iJg name of a dress fabric 
and a fancy bread. XIX. f. name of Prince 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg, consort of Queen 
Victoria of England. 

cobweb k;)·bweb spider's web. XIV. ME. 
cop(pe)web, f. coppe, short for attercop(pe) 
:- OE. at(t)orcoppe, f. at(t)or poison-!-coppe 
= MDu. koppe, pro b. rei. to tcop; see WEB. 

coca kou·k<J shrub, Erythroxylon coca, of 
which the dried leaves are used as a mastica
tory, etc. XVI. - Sp. coca- Quichua cuca. 
cocaine kokei·n, prop. kou·keiain alkaloid 
occurring in the leaves of the coca; see -INE3• 

coccagee k;)kagi· cider apple. XVIII. - Ir. 
cac a' ghifidh 'dung of goose'; so called from 
its greenish-yellow colour. 
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coccus 
coccus k;J"k<:~s pl. cocci kn·ksai insect of 
the genus so named XVIII; (bot.) carpel of a 
dried fruit XIX (earlier caecum); (med.) 
rounded form of bacterium XIX. modL. 
- Gr. k6kkos berry, seed, pippin. 

coccyx ko·ksiks (anat.) terminal bone of 
the spinal column. XVII. - L. coccyx - Gr. 
k6kkux cucKOO, used by Galen for the 
os coccygis 'cuckoo's bone' because it was 
supposed to resemble a cuckoo's bill. So 
coccygeAL1 koksi·d3i<:~l. XIX. f. medL. 
coccygeus. 

cochin-china koutJintJai·n<:~ breed of 
poultry. XIX. f. name of a country in the 
Annamese empire, the place of origin. 

cochineal kotJini-1 dye-stuff consisting of 
the dried bodies of a S. American insect, 
which was at first supposed to be a berry. 
XVI. - F. cochenille or Sp. cochinilla, which 
is gen. referred to L. coccinus scarlet (Gr. 
k6kkos kermes), but its orig. application is 
doubtful. 

cochlea b·kli<:~ spiral cavity of the internal 
ear. XVII. - L. coc(h)lea snail-shell, screw, 
- Gr. kokhlfas, prob. rei. to k6gkM CONCH. 

cock1 kok male domestic fowl OE.; male 
bird XIV; in various transf. applications, the 
earliest (xv) being 'spout, tap', the origin of 
which is not clear, but is paralleled by 
G. hahn cock; the latter, like Du. haan, is 
also used, as cock is (XVI), for the discharging 
mechanism of fire-arms. OE. cocc, kok = 
ON. kokkr, pro b.- medL. coccus (Salic 
Laws), of imit. origin (cf. the cry cok cok 
in Ch., 'Nun's Priest's Tale' 457); rein
forced in ME. by (O)F. coq. t][ The native 
Germ. word is repr. by OE. hana, OS., 
OHG. hano (Du. haan, G. hahn), ON. hani. 
Hence cock vb. set or stick up (assertively) 
XVII; pro b. from the attitude of fighting 
cocks; whence a new sb. upward turn XVIII. 

cock2 kok heap of hay. XIV. immed. source 
uncertain; perh. Scand. (cf. Norw. kok 
heap, lump, Da. dial. kok haycock, Sw. koka 
clod), but an OE. "cocc hill has been 
assumed for the place-names Cockhamp
stead, Cookham (Coccham vm), Coughton 
(Cocton XIII). Hence as vb. XIV. 

cockabondy kokdbv·ndi angler's fly. XIX. 
- W. each a bon ddu 'red with black (du) 
trunk or stem (pon)'. 

cockade knkei·d rosette, etc., worn in the 
hat as a badge. XVII (in cockared cap), XVIII 
(cockard, cockade). -F. cocarde, orig. in 
phr. bonnet a la coquarde (Rabelais) cap 
worn assertively on one side; fern. of 
tcoquard proud, saucy, as sb. coxcomb, 
f. coq cocK1 ; see -ARD. The ending was 
assim. to -ADE. 

cock-a-doodle-doo ko;kadu;dldu· crow 
of a cock. XVI (-too). imit.; cf. F. cocorico, 
G. kikeriki, late L. cucurzre crow, and 
ME. cok cok (see cocKl), 

COCKBOAT 

cock-a-hoop bkahil·p in phr. set cock a 
hoop, denoting some action preliminary to 
hard drinking XVI ; in a state of elation XVII. 
Of doubtful origin; the explanation of the 
literal meaning as 'set the spigot on the 
hoop of the cask' (Blount's 'Glossographia', 
r67o) is unconvincing; the problem is com
plicated by the occurrence (from xv), in 
tavern-signs, of a hoop and of figures (a bell, 
angel, mitre, swan, hart, cock, etc.) on a 
hoop. 

Cockaigne, Cockayne kokei·n imaginary 
country of luxury and idleness. XIV. -OF. 
cocaigne, as in pais de cocaigne fool's paradise 
(mod. cocagne), corr. to Sp. cucaiia, Pg. 
cucanha, It. cuccagna- MLG. koken.ie small 
very sweet cake sold to children at fairs, 
dim. f. hOke CAKE ; in the ME. poem called 
'The Land of Cokayne' the buildings of the 
country are described as being built of 
pasties, cakes, and puddings. 

cock-ableekie bbli·ki (Sc.) soup made 
from a fowl boiled with leeks. XVIII. f. 
cocK1 -f-LEEK, with connecting vowel and 
suffix -ie, -Y6• 

cockalorum kobl5·r<:~m self-important 
little man XVIII; hey cockalorum cry in 
certain games XIX. f. cocK1 in the sense 
'leader' (xvi), with fanciful termination 
simulating L. g.pl. ending -arum (cf. G. 
buckelorum hunchback, f. bucket hump). 

cock-and-bull kok<:~ndbu·l applied to an 
idle story. XVIII. orig. in phr. talk of (a 
story of) a cock and a bull (xvii), said of 
rambling or misleading talk; parallel to F. 
coq-a-l'tine (anglicized as tcockalane XVII), 
orig. in phr. saillir du coq en l' tine 'jump 
from the cock to the ass'. 

cockatiel bkati-1 crested grass parrakeet of 
S. Australia. XIX. - Du. kaketielfe assim. to 
COCK1• 

cockatoo bk<:~tu· large bird of the parrot 
kind. XVII (cacatoe). - Du. kaketoe (whence 
G. kakadu, F. cacatoes)- Malay kakatua, 
whence Pg. also cacatua; infl. by cocK1 • 

cockatrice ko·k<ltrais basilisk XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); (her.) hybrid of cock and serpent 
xvr. - OF. cocatris = Pr. calcatriz, It. 
calcatrice (Sp. cocotriz is from F.) - medL. 
calclitrix, cauciitrix (fern. agent-noun f. 
calclire tread, (later) track, f. calx heel) used 
to render Gr. ikhne1im6n ICH:-i"EUMON, lit. 
'tracker'. Through a complicated series of 
erroneous identifications OF. cocatris came 
to denote the crocodile; by a further 
(obscure) transference cockat1·ice was applied 
in Eng. translations of the Bible to the 
basilisk, rendering Vulgate basiliscus and 
regulus, LXX basiliskos and aspis; assoc. 
with COCK1 produced the her. sense. 

cockboat ko·kbout small ship's BOAT. xv. 
Formerly also simply cock, which was partly 
synon. with tcog (XIII). Cock (in AL. cocha, 
coqua, caeca) was- OF. coque, dial. var. of 
cache= Pr. coca, Olt. caeca :-medL. caudica 
(cf. caudiceus, codiciirius applied to boats as 
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COCK CHAFER 

being carved out of trunks, f. caudex, codex 
block of wood; see CODE). Cog (in AL. coga, 
cogo) was- MLG., MDu. kogge (Du. kog), 
whence also OF. cogue, koge. 

cockchafer k.,·ktJeifa.x coleopterous insect, 
Melolontha vulgaris. XVIII. The second el. 
is (dial.) chafer, chaffer:- OE. ceafor, prob. 
f. Germ. *kali- gnaw, parallel to *keli-, repr. 
by OE. cefer (whence dial. cheever) = OS. 
kevera (Du. kever), OHG. chevaro, kevar 
(G. kiifer beetle); if the first el. is cocK', 
the reference is obscure. 

cocker1 b·b:~: pamper, indulge, humour. 
xv. rei. obscurely to synon. tcock and 
tcockle (both XVI); the status of Flem. 
kokelen, keukelen 'nutrire sive fovere culina' 
(Kilian) and F. coqueliner 'to dandle, cocker, 
pamper' (Cotgr.) is doubtful. 

cocker• kil·b:~: spaniel of a breed trained 
to start woodcock, etc. XIX. f. cocking (xvii) 
shooting of woodcock, f. COCK1 + -ING1 ; 

see -ER1• 

Cocker b·ka:~: name of Edward Cocker 
(x63I-75), arithmetician, reputed author 
of a popular 'Arithmetick', used in phr. 
according to Cocker by strict rule or calcula
tion. XIX, 

cockerel kil·bral young cock. xv (Promp. 
Parv.), f. COCK1 +-EREL. 

cocket kiJ·kit seal of the king's custom 
house XIII; custom-house certificate XIV. 
In AN cokete, AL. coketa, coketum; pass. 
from the concluding phr. of the document, 
quo quietus est by which he is QUIT. 

cockle1 ko·kl plant growing among corn; 
'tares'. OE. coccul, -el, perh.- medL. 
*'cocculus, f. late L. coccus, earlier caecum 
kermes- Gr. kokkos. 

cockle• ko·kl edible bivalve mollusc. XIV. 
- (O)F. coquille shell (whence It. cocchiglia) 
:- medL. *'cochilia- medGr. kokhtilia, pl. 
of kokhzilion, for Gr. kogkhUlion, f. kOgkhe 
CONCH, In phr. the cockles of the heart a 
reference has been supposed to the spiral 
conformation of the fibres of the heart. 

cockle3 ko·kl go into rucks, pucker. XVI. 
-F. coquiller blister (bread) in cooking (cf. 
recoquiller turn or curl up, dog's-ear), f. 
coquille shell, shell-like object, blister on 
head (see prec.). 

cockloft kil·klMt small upper loft. XVI. 
prob. f. cocK1 +LoFT, as being orig. a place 
where fowls roosted. 

cockney ko·kni then's egg, perh. small or 
mis-shapen egg, 'cock's egg' ; tpetted or 
cockered child, mother's darling, milksop 
XIV; ttownsman, as a type of effeminacy ; 
one born in the city of London XVI. ME. 
cokeney, cokenay, prob. f. cokene, g.pl. of 
cok cocK1+ey, ay (OE. reg) egg; cf. the 
formation of G. hahnenei 'cocks' egg'. The 
second sense was assoc. with COCKER1 ; cf. 
'I coker je mignotte; I bring up like a cock
nayeje mignotte' (Palsgrave). 

COD 

cockpit ko·kpit pit or enclosure to be used 
for cock-fighting XVI; (naut.) after part of 
the orlop deck of a man-of-war XVIII. f. 
COCK1 +PIT. 

cockroach ko·kroutf dark-brown beetle
like insect. XVII (cacarootch Capt. Smith; 
cockroche). - Sp. cucaracha (cf. Pg. ca
roucha), whence Creole F. coquerache; 
unaccountably assim. to cock and roach. 

cocksure bkfii;~J: (with variable stress) 
t(objectively) quite secure or certain XVI; 
(subjectively) feeling quite sure or certain 
XVII. The formation suggests that the orig. 
sense was 'sure as a cock', with cocK1 perh. 
in the sense of 'tap', which would agree 
with the earlier objective meaning; but 
evidence is lacking. 

cocktail ko·kteil A. 'cock-tailed' horse, i.e, 
one with the tail docked and so sticking up 
like a cock's tail; beetle that cocks up its 
'tail'; B. (orig. U.S.) mixed drink with a 
spirit as basis. XIX. f. COCK1 vb. +TAIL; the 
origin of B is obscure. f1l An early ex. of the 
camp. is in cock-taile proude, x6oo. 

cocky ko·ki (sl.) arrogantly pert. XVIII. f. 
cocKl+-v1 ; also cocksy (xix), cf. tricksy(?). 

coco, cocoa1 kou·kou tnut of the coco
palm, Cocos nucifera, and the tree itself 
XVI ; now only in coco-, cocoa-, coker-nut 
kou·ka XVII. - Sp., Pg. coco (whence also 
F. coco), orig. playful use of coco grinning 
face, grin, grimace, with allusion to the 
monkey-like appearance of the base of the 
shell of the nut. Appears first in latinized 
form tcocus, later tcocos (as in botany), 
used for sg. and pl. ; cf. Du. kokosboom, 
-noot, G. kokosbaum, -nuss. The sp. cocoa 
is due to an error in Johnson's dictionary, 
in which this word and COCOA 2 were com
bined under one heading; coker, tcocar 
(- Du. tkoker!noot) dates from XVII and is 
established in commercial use. 

cocoa2 kou·kou tseed of a tropical Ameri
can tree ; powder produced by grinding the 
seed, and beverage made from this. XVIII. 
Alteration of cacao bka·ou, -ei·ou (xvi), 
also tcacoa- Sp. cacao -Aztec kakaua-, 
comb. form of kakaua-atl (see CHOCOLATE). 

cocoon k;~kii·n silky case spun by insect
larva. XVII. -F. cocon, tcoucon- modPr. 
coucoun egg-shell, cocoon, dim. of coca 
shell. 

cocotte koko·t fast woman. XIX. F., (also) 
child's word for a fowl, ult. f. coc COCK1• 

codl kod husk OE. (surviving dial., as in 
peascod pea-shell); scrotum; (pl.) testicles 
XIV; hence co·dPIECE XV. OE. cod( d) bag, 
scrip, husk, corr. to ON. koddi, ODa. kodde, 
Sw. kudde cushion, pillow, pad, Norw. 
kodd testicle, scrotum; f. Germ. *kud
*'keud- (whence OE. ceod pouch). 

cod2 kod sea-fish, Gadus morrhua. XIII. 
Of unkn. origin ; possibly a use of COD\ as 
if 'bag-fish', from its appearance; co~
nexion with Gr. gddos (modL. gadus) rs 



CODA 

phonetically impossible. Cod's head was 
sl. for 'blockhead' (xvr); hence prob. (sl.) 
cod fool, simpleton (XVII), whence cod vb. 
(sl.) hoax, humbug. XIX. 

coda kou·d;} (mus.) concluding passage. 
XVIII. It. :- L. cauda tail. 

coddle b·dl treat as an invalid. XIX. prob. 
of dial. origin and a var. of caudle (XVII Sh.) 
administer a caudle to ; but perl1. a fig. use 
of coddle (xvr) parboil, stew, (dial.) roast. 
Cf. MOLLYCODDLE. t;l] 'How Dr. Johnson 
could be guilty of so gross an oversigh• as 
to spell this word and its compounds with 
one d is inconceivable' (Walker). 

code koud svstematic collection of laws. 
XIV. - (O)F. 'code- L. cOdex, codic- block 
of wood, block split into leaves or tablets, 
book. The L. word codex kou·deks was 
formerly (XVI-XVIII) in Eng. use in the same 
sense, but is now used only for 'manuscript 
volume'). 

codger b•d3;}J stingy (old) fellow; familiar 
appellation for an elderly man; (hence) 
fellow, chap. xvm. perh. var. of CADGER. 

codicil ka·disil supplement to a will. xv. 
- L. codicillus, dim. of codex (see CODE). 

codling, codlin ka·dliiJ, -lin variety of 
apple. xv. Earliest form querd(e)lynge, later 
quodling, quadlin; but codlyng occurs XVI, 
when it appears to be already assoc. with 
coddle vb. cook. The forms correspond to 
those of the surname Codlin, earlier Querde
lioun, Querdling, surviving in Norfolk as 
Quadling, Quodling (cf. querdlynge appulle 
in Promp. Parv., '\vhich was \\rritten in 
Norfolk). -A:"<. Quer de lion (F. Ca:ur-de
lion) 'lion-heart'. 

co:-educa·tion (orig. U.S.) education of 
the sexes together. XIX. See co-. Hence 
co-e·d co-educated person. xrx. 

coefficient kouifi·J;}nt co-operating to pro
duce a result. XVII. - modL. coefficiens; see 
CO- and EFFICIENT, As sb. in math. ('multi
plier') introduced by the French mathe
matician Franciscus Vieta (rs4o-r6o3). 

co(e)horn kou·h5.m small mortar invented 
by a Dutch engineer, Baron van Menno 
Coehoorn (1641-1704). XVIII. 

crelenterata silent;}rei·ta (zoo!.) primary 
group of the animal kingdom established by 
Leuckart. modL., f. Gr. koflos hollow+ 
enteron intestine (cf. ENTERic)+-ata -ATE 2• 

creliac si-lirek pert. to the abdomen. XVII. 
- L. coeliacus- Gr. koiliakds, f. koilfa belly, 
bowels, f. koflos hollow, rei. to L. cavus 
(see CAVE1); see -Ac. 

crenobite si·nobait, sen- member of a 
religious order living in a community. XVII. 
- (O)F. cenobite or ecclL. ca:nobita, f. cceno
bium- Gr. koin6bion community life, (eccl.) 
convent, f. koin6s common+bios life (cf. 
QUICK); see -ITE. 

COGNATE 

coerce koua·Js constrain by superior force. 
XVII. - L. coercere shut up, restrain, f. com 
co-+ arcere restrain, ward off, resembling 
in form Gr. arkefn keep off, defend, suffice, 
avail, but not altogether in meaning. An 
early syn. was cohert (xv-XVI)- coert-, pp. 
stem of L. coercere, with h as in next. Cf. 
EXERT. So coercion kou:i·.rJ;}n control by 
force xv; government by force XVIII. Early 
form cohercion- OF. cohercion, -tion- L. 
coer(c)tio(n-) (medL. coercionem), var. of 
coercitio(n-), f. coercit-, pp. stem of coercere; 
the sp. -cion is an exceptional var. of -tion. 

coeval koui·v;}l contemporary. XVII. f. late L. 
comvus, f. com co-+mvum AGE; see -AL1• 

coffee ka·fi drink made by infusing the 
berries of a shrub, Coffea arabica, native 
to Arabia and Abyssinia. (XVI) XVII. The 
present form is first recorded in XVII, with 
vars. cojje, cauphe, cophee; ult. - kahveh, 
Turkish pronunc. of Arab. qahwah, through 
Du. koffie. Earlier forms in Eng. writings 
repr. more closely the Arab. and Turk. 
forms, viz. chaoua, coffa, cahve, caffa, kauhi; 
cf. Russ. kdje, G. tchaube. Supposed to 
be ult. f. Kajja, name of a part of Abyssinia, 
the native home of the coffee plant. g F., 
Sp., Pg. cafe (cf. CAFE), G. kaffee, Sw., Da. 
kaffe are from It, cafje - Turk. 

coffer ka·f;}.r box, chest. XIII. - (O)F. 
coffre :- L. cophinu-s basket; see next. 

coffin b·fin tchest, box, basket XIV; box 
for a corpse XVI. - OF. cof(f)inlittle basket, 
case - L. cophinus - Gr. k6phinos basket, 
perh. of Mediterranean origin. Cf. prec. 

cog1 kog projecting tooth on a wheel. XIII. 
ME. cogge (in AL. coggus XIII), of unascer
tained origin, but prob. Scand. (cf. synon. 
Sw. kugge, kughjul cog-wheel, ~orw. kug). 

cog2 bg practise (fraudulent) tricks in 
throwing dice (often incorrectly taken to 
mean 'load the dice'); cheat, feign, etc. XVI. 
Appears first, with the corr. sb., in 'Dice 
Play' (1532); pro b. a canting term, of unkn. 
origin. 

cogent kou·d3;}nt constraining, convincing. 
xvn. - L. cogent-, -ens, prp. of cogere drive 
together, compel, f. com co-+agere drive; 
see ACT, -E~T. 

cogitation kud3itei·j;Jn thinking. xm. 
-OF. cogitacioun- L. cogittitio(n-), f. cogi
ttire to think, f. com co-+ agitcire put in 
motion, spec. turn over in the mind ; see 
AGITATE, -ATION. So CO•gitate think, devise. 
XVI. f. L. cogitcit-; see -ATE3

• 

cognac b·njrek prop. French brandy dis
tilled from Cognac wine. XVI (Coniacke 
U'ine)- F., f. name of a town in the depart
ment of Charente, France. 

cognate ko·gneit akin, descended from a 
common ancestor; also sb. XVII. - L. 
cognatus (cf. Gr. avyy<v~s), f. com, co- + 
gntitus born, f. *gn- *gen- produce; see co-, 
KIN, -ATE2 • So COgnA'TION. XIV. - L. 
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cognition kagni·J:m action or faculty of 
knowing. xv. - L. cognitio(n-), f. cognit-, 
pp. stem of cognoscere get to know, investi
gate, f. co-+gnoscere, inchoative of *gno-; 
see CO-, GNOSTIC, NOTION, KNOW, -TION. 

cognizance b·gnizons, kn·n- knowledge 
(now take c. of); device by which one is 
known xrv; taking legal notice, jurisdiction ; 
acknowledgement, admission XVI. - OF. 
conis(s)aunce, conus(s)aunce, vars. of conois
(s)ance (mod. connaissance) = Pr. conoisenza, 
etc. - Rom. *connoscentia, f. cognoscent-, 
prp. stem of L. cognoscere (see prec.). 
Latinization of the sp. by the insertion of 
g has infl. the pronunc., but in legal use the 
older pronunc. survives. Hence co·gnizANT. 
XIX. 

cognomen kognou·men third name of a 
Roman citizen; distinguishing epithet; sur
name; name, appellation. XIX. L., f. com 
CON-+*gnomen NAME. 

cognoscente konjofe•nti connoisseur. 
XVIII. It., latinized form of conoscente :- L. 
cognoscentem (see COGNITION and -ENT). 

cognovit kognou·vit (leg.) acknowledge
ment by defendant that plaintiff's cause is 
just. XVIII. Short for L. formula cognovit 
actionem he has acknowledged the charge; 
3rd sg. pt. of cognoscere (see COGNITION). 

cohabit kouhre·bit live together (as hus
band and wife). XVI. -late L. cohabitare. 
So cohabitA·TION. xv. Cf. (O)F. cohabiter, 
-ation, and see co-, HABITATION. 

co-heir kouE;}".I joint heir. XVI. - L. 
coheres; see co-, HEIR, and cf. OF. cohoir. 

cohere kouhi;}· .I cleave together, combine. 
XVI. - L. cohmrere, f. com co-+hrerere stick. 
So cohe·rENT xvi, cohe·siON XVII; cf. F. 
coherent, cohesion. 

cohort kou·h5.It body of infantry in the 
ancient Roman army; also transf. xv. 
- (O)F. cohorte or L. cohort-, cohors en
closure, company, crowd, f. com co-+ 
*hort-, as in hortus garden; see YARD\ and 
cf. COURT. 

coif koif close-fitting cap. XIV. -OF. 
coife (mod. coiffe) head-dress, also escoije, 
carr. to Pr., Pg. coifa, Sp. (es)cofia, It. 
(s)cuffia, Rum. coif :-late L. cofia helmet 
(vi, Venantius Fortunatus). 

coign koin obs. sp. cf COIN (corner) de
rived from Sh. 'Macbeth' I vi 7 (rst Folio) 
Coigne of Vantage ; popularized by Scott. 

coil1 koil (arch.) disturbance, confusion, 
fuss. XVI. Of unkn. origin; now familiar 
mainly in mortal c. (from Sh. 'Hamlet' III 
i 67). 

coil• koil lay up (a cable) in concentric 
rings XVI; twist or twine up XVII. (Also 
tquoil.) -OF. coiltir (mod. cueiltir gather) 
= Pr. colhir, Sp. coger, Pg. colher (also) 
furl coil (rope) :- L. coltigere COLLECT. So 
and' (partly) hence coil sb. length of rope 

COLCillCUM 

coiled up XVI (quilte); series of concentric 
rings XVII. -F. *cueille. 

coin koin A. tcorner-stone XIV; tcorner, 
angle, wedge; B. tdie for stamping money 
XIV (PP!.) ; piece of money XIV (Ch.); coined 
money XIV (Gower). - (O)F. coin, tcoing, 
wedge, corner, tstamping-die = Pr. conh, 
cunh, Sp. cuiio die, stamp, It. (semi-learned) 
conio wedge, Rum. ku'iu nail :- L. cuneu-s 
wedge. See COIGN, QUOIN. So coin vb. 
make (money) from metal, make (metal) 
into money. XIV. - OF. coignier mint, f. 
coin. coi·DAGE coining money XIV; money 
coined xv. -OF. coigniage, f. coignier. 

coincide kouinsai·d be identical in area, 
etc. XVIII. - medL. coincidere (in astral.), 
f. com co-+incidere fall upon or into, f. in 
IN-1 +cadere fall (see CASE); cf. (O)F. coin
cider, Sp. coincidir, It. coincidere. In XVII the 
L. inf. was used in Eng. contexts. So co
incidENCE koui·nsid;ms XVII (Bacon), after 
coi·ncidENT XVI; cf. medL. coincidentia, F. 
coincidence (xv), -ent. 

coir koi:u prepared coco-nut fibre. XVI 
(cairo, cayro), XVII (coire). ult.- Malayalam 
kiiyar cord, f. kiiyaru be twisted ; the earlier 
forms repr. Pg. cairo (whence F. caire), 
tcoyro. 

coition koui·J:m tconjunction XVI; copula
tion XVII. - L. coitio(n-), f. coit-, coire, f. 
com co-+-ire go; see EXIT, -ITION. So 
coitus kou·it;}s XVIII. 

coke kouk solid residue of the dry distilla
tion of coal. xvn. orig. a northern word 
(formerly often pl.); prob. identical with 
north. dial. colk (xrv) core, of unkn. origin. 

coker-nut see coco. 
col knl depression in a mountain chain. 

XIX. · F., Pr. col :- L. collum neck (used 
by Statius of the middle part of Parnassus). 
Cf. the similar use of north. Eng. hause and 
swire neck, Afrikaans nek. 

col- kol, bl assim. form of COM-, CON
before l. In Rom., L. colt-, earlier conl-, 
was reduced to col-, and this form was pre
served in early adoptions of F. words; the 
later colt- was due to assoc. with L. 

colander kA·lind;}.I straining vessel. xrv 
(colonur, colyndore, culdor(e), culatre). perh. 
alteration of Pr. *colador (whence modPr. 
couladou) = Sp. colador :-Rom. *ci5liiti5rem, 
-ator, f. ci5liire strain, f. ci5lum, strainer ; cf. 
medL. ci5liiti5rium, It. colatojo, F. couloir, 
-oire. t]J For the parasitic n cf. farthingale, 
messenger, muckender, nightingale. 

colchicum k::>·ltJik;}m, ko·lkik;}m genus 
of liliaceous plants (e.g. C. autumnale 
'meadow-saffron'). XVI (Gerarde). - L. 
(Pliny) - Gr. kolkhik6n, sb. use of n. of 
Kolkhik6s pert. to Colchis, ancient name of a 
region east of the Black Sea ; the name had 
reference orig. to the poisonous arts of 
Medea of Colchis, the plant being described 
by Dioscorides as a poison. 
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COLCOTHAR 

colcothar b·lkopii.r red peroxide of iron. 
xvn. - Arab. qolqotiir, perh. - Gr. khdl
kanthos 'copper flower', i.e. copper sulphate. 

cold kould opposite of hot. OE. Anglian 
cald (WS. ceald) = OFris., OS. cald (Du. 
koud), OHG. chalt (G. kalt), ON. kaldr, 
Goth. kalds :- CGerm. *kaldaz prop. 
chilled, frozen; formation (as in DEAD, LOUD, 
OLD) with ppl. suffix ( = L. -tus, Gr. -t6s) 
on *kal- :-IE. *gol-, var. of *gel-, as in 
L. gelu frost, gelidus GELID, Lith. geluma 
severe cold (cf. OS!. golotl ice); see CHILL, 
COOL, and CONGEAL. tJf The ME. vars. cald, 
chald, chold are repr. in the place-names 
Caldecote, Calcott, Caldzcell, Chadwell, 
Chatfield, Cholwell. 

cold-short kou·ldf5.rt (of iron) brittle in 
the cold state. Earlier colsar, col(e)shire, 
coldshare, -shore, -shire (XVII), later cold
short (XVIII). - Sw. kallskor ( = Norw., Da. 
koldskjor), n. kallskort (sc.jern iron), f. kallr 
cor.D+skrJr brittle. So re·d-short brittle 
when red-hot (XVIII), earlier tred-sear, 
t-slzire, t-share (xvn) - Sw. rodskor, f. rod 
RED. The development of the form in -short 
was assisted by the prevalence of short in 
the sense of 'brittle'. Hence, by analogy, 
ho·t-short xvm (late). 

cole koul kind of cabbage (Brassica). XIV. 
Late ME. col, coole- ON. kdl (see KALE, 
KAILYARD), corr. to OE. ciiwel, caul, MDu. 
cole (Du. kool), OHG. chOl(i), chOlo, -a 
(G. kohl), and Ir., Gael. cdl, W. cmvl, all 
adoptions, along with the Roman arts of 
gardening and cookery, of L. caulis (later 
caulus, caula) stem, stalk, cabbage, of which 
the basic meaning is 'hollow stem' (see 
HOLLOw), whence F. chou, Sp. col, It. cmwlo. 
Surviving mainly as in co·leSEED (prob. 
- Du. koolzaat; cf. OE. ciiwelsted), co·lewORT 
XIV (Wyclif). 

colemouse see coALMOIISE. 
coleoptera bli.,·pt~r~ (zoo!.) the beetles. 

XVIII. modL. n. pl., f. Gr. kole6pteros 
sheath-winged, f. kole6n sheath+pter6n 
wing (see FEATHER). 

colibri k"·libri humming-bird. XVIII. -F., 
Sp. colibri, of Carib origin. 

colic k;)·lik sb. griping pains in the belly 
xv ~ adj. affectin&: .the coh;m xyr. - (O)F. 
coltque- late L. coltcus, collzcus (m medL. as 
sb. fern. for colica passio colic), f. cMon 
COLON1 ; see -I c. 

Coliseum see CoLOSSEUM. 
collaborate k::~he·b~reit work in con
junction. XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. collabo
riire, f. com CON-, COL-+labor LABOUR. 
So collaborA'TION XIX, colla·borATOR 
(Bentham); after F. collaborer, -ateur, 
-ation. 

collapse k::~lre·ps give way, fall in. XVIII. 
Back-fom"lation f. pp. collapsed (xvii), f. 
L. colliipsus, pp. of colliibi, f. com COL-+ liibi 
fall; see LAPSE, -ED1• So colla·pse sb. XIX. 
.. medical L, collapsus, 

COLLECT 

collar b·h:u band, etc. worn round the 
neck XIII (Cursor M.); various techn. uses 
('ring', 'band') from xvn. ME. coler- AN. 
coler, OF. coZier (mod. collier) = Pr. colar, 
Sp. collar, It. collare :- L. colliire, f. collum 
neck :- *kols- (cf. HAWSE); see -AR1• The 
sp. was early assim. to the L. Hence 
collared ko·l;>.rd wearing a collar XIV; 
(culin.) rolled up and tied with a string, 
pressed into a roll xvn. collar vb. lay 
hold on (first in wrestling) XVI ; put a collar 
on XVII. 

collard b·l;ud (dial., U.S.) variety of 
cabbage that does not heart. XVIII. Earlier 
collart, reduction of COLEWORT. 

collate k"llei·t A. tconfer XVI; appoint to 
a benefice XVII; B. compare critically XVII. 
f. colliit-, stem of the form used as pp. of 
L. conjerre CONFER; see -ATE 3• 

collateral kdlre·t;>r;>l lying, situated, or 
existing side by side. XIV (Ch., PPI., 
Barbour). - medL. collateriilis; see COL
and LATERAL. 

collation blei•f;Jn A. in renderings of 
Johannes Cassianus' 'Collationes Patrum 
in Scetico eremo commorantium' (Confer
ences of hermits in the Egyptian desert); 
reading of this at monastic meals XIII; 
light repast taken after such reading XIV ; 
light meal (gen.) XVI; B. bringing together, 
esp. for comparison XIV (Ch.). C. bestowal, 
spec. of a benefice XIV (Wyclif). Occurs 
in sense A in AN. form collatiun, c. 1200, in 
'Wintenev Rule of St. Benedict' and there
after in the same sense in 1340 in the form 
collacion - 0 F. collacion, -tion - L. colla
tio(n-) contribution, collection, comparison, 
in medL. conference, repast, noun of action 
to conjerre CONFERj see COLLATE, -ATION. 

colleague b·lig one who is associated with 
another, partner in work, etc. XVI. - F. 
collegue - L. collega partner in office, f. com 
coL-+leg- of lex law, legiire depute(cf. LEGA
TION). Somewhat earlier in Sc. than in Eng. 

collect1 k()•lekt (liturg.) short prayer, vary
ing with the season, said before the epistle 
in the mass, and at the divine offices. XIII 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. collecte ( = Pr. collecta, 
Sp. colecta, It. colletta)- L. collecta gather
ing, collection, (late) assembly, meeting, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of colligere COLLECT 2• The 
meaning has been evolved from the use in 
eccJL. of oratio ad collectam prayer at the 
assembly of people (viz. at one of the regular 
stations made before the celebration of 
mass at a particular church), with which 
has blended the earlier use of collecta or 
collectio as a title of prayers that sum up 
the rogationes (biddings) preceding them. 
(Classical and late L. meanings have been 
sparsely represented in Eng.) An OF. semi
pop. coleite is repr. in late ME. colett(e). 

collect• kale·kt gather together. XVI, 
- (O)F. collecter or medL. collectiire, f. col
lect-, pp. stem of colligere (tr. Gr. av.\
My£tv), f. com COL-+legere collect, assemble, 



COllEEN 

choose, read (cf. ELECT, etc., LECTION). So 
collectanea -ei·ni;:l collected passages. 
XVIII. L. n. pl. of adj. as used in dicta 
collectanea of Ca::sar, and sb. in collectdnea 
of Solinus (m); see -ANEO"GS. colle·cTION 
action of collecting XIV (Trevisa); things 
collected xv (Capgrave). - (O)F.- L. col
le·ctiVE earliest in gram. sense. xv. -F. 
or L.; hence colle·ctivisM, -IST XIX, after F. 
colle·ctor XIV. -AN. collectour- medL. 
collector; see -oR1• 

colleen ko·lin girl. XIX. - Ir. cailin, dim. 
of caile countrywoman, girl; see -EEN. (Cf. 
ASTHORE.) 

college ko·lid3 society or corporation of 
persons having common functions and 
rights XIV (Wyclif) ; building occupied by 
this xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. college or its source 
L. collegium association, partnership, guild, 
corporation, f. collega COLLEAGUE. (College 
pudding was earlier Nezv College pudding.) 
So collegiAL ka!i·d3i;)l XIV, colle·giAN XV, 
colle·giate [ -ATE 2] xv- F. collegial or late L. 
collegialis, medL. collegidnus, late L. colle
gidtus (in medL. as adj.). 

collet ka·lit band, ring, collar; in jewellery, 
circle or flange in a ring, setting of a stone 
XVI ; tneck of glass left on the end of a 
blowing-iron (cf. CULLET) XVII. - (O)F. 
collet, dim. of col:- L. collum (see COLLAR). 
The sense in glass-blowing is prob. - It. 
colletto. 

collide blai·d bring or come into violent 
contact. XVII. - L. collidere clash together, 
f. com COL-+lredere hurt by striking (see 
LESION). So colliSION bli·3;:ln. XV. -late L. 
collisio(n-), f. collis-, pp. stem of collidere. 

collie ko·li shepherd's dog. XVII. orig. 
Sc., perh. f. call COAL (from its black 
colour)+-ie, -Y6. . 

collier ko·li;).I tcharcoal-burner XIV; coal
miner XVI, ME. colyer, f. col COAL; see -IER. 
Hence colliERY ko·lj;:~ri. XVII. 

colligate b·ligeit bind together. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. colligdre, f. com COL-+ligdre 
bind; see LIEN, -ATE3 • 

collimation blimei·J;:~n adjustment of the 
line of sight of a telescope. XVII. - modL. 
collimdtio(n-), f. collimdre (used by astrono
mical writers, e.g. Kepler), erron. reading in 
some editions of Cicero for collfnedre aim, f. 
com COL-+linea LINE; see -AT! ON. 

collocate ko·lokeit place side by side. XVI. 
f. L. collocat-, -are, f. com coL-+locdre 
place, LOCATE. So colloCA'TION. XVII, - L. 

collodion kalou·dian solution of gun
cotton in ether producing a gummy liquid. 
XIX. f. Gr. koll&des glue-like, f. k6lla glue, 
with Gr. termination. 

collogue kalou·g tspeak with feigning or 
flattery, coax XVI (Nashe); (dial.) intrigue, 
conspire XVII; confer privately XIX (Scott). 
prob. alteration, by assoc. with L. colloqui 

COLON 

converse (see COLLOQUY), of tcolleague 
unite, ally, enter into alliance, conspire 
(xvr) - OF. colleguer, colliguer- L. colligiire 
combine, COLLIGATE. 

collop ko·lap tfried bacon and egg (later 
collops and eggs) XIV (PPI.) ; fried slice of 
meat xv; thick fold of flesh (Job xv 27) XVI. 
ME. coloppe, colhoppe- Scand. word repr. 
by OSw. kolhuppadher roasted on coals 
(f. ko[ COAL+huppa leap; cf. SAUTE), Sw. 
kalops, dial. kollops dish of stewed meat, 

tJ[ Occurs as a proper name Colop, Colhoppe 
(xm). 

colloquy ko·lakwi conversation. XVI. - L. 
colloquium (also used in Eng. xvrr), f. com 
COL-+loqui speak (see LOCUTION). 

collotype ko·lataip process or print in 
which a thin sheet of gelatine is used. XIX. 
f. Gr. k6lla glue+TYPE. 

collusion ko!iu·3;:~n secret and fraudulent 
agreement. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. collusion or 
L. colliisio(n-), f. callus-, collz1dere have a 
secret agreement (whence collu·de XVI), f. 
com COL-+ladere play, f. liidus play, sport. 

Collyridian koliri·di;:~n member of a sect 
of heretics who are said to have offered 
cakestotheQueenofHeaven. XVI. -medL. 
collyrididnus, f. late L. collyrida- Gr. kolliiris 
(-id-) bread roll; see -IAN. 

collyrium bli·ri;:lm eye-salve XVI; sup
pository XVIII. L. - Gr. koltarion poultice, 
eye-salve, f. kolliira roll of coarse bread. 
Anglicized, or- AN. *collirie, OF. colire, 
in tcollyrie, etc. (xiv-xvn). 

collywobbles b·liwablz (sl.) belly-ache. 
XIX. Fancifully f. COLIC and WOBBLE. 

colocynth ko·losinp bitter-apple (gourd 
family). XVII. - L. colocynthis- Gr. kolo
kunthis (Dioscorides). Also in medL. (Sp., 
Pg., It.) form coloquintida kolokwi·ntid;) 
XVI; f. stem in -id-. 

Cologne k;:llou·n name of a German city 
on the Rhine, famous in the Middle Ages 
for its shrine of the Three Wise Men of the 
East (the Three Kings of Cologne). ME. 
Coloyne, Coleyne (from XIV), later (from 
Co·leyne) Cullen (xvi), Collen, as in Cullins 
or Collins earth a brown pigment. -OF. 
Coleine :- medL. *Colinia, for Colonia (sc. 
Agrippina) prop. COLONY of Agrippa; 
superseded XIX by the modF. form Cologne 
(OF. Coloigne), as in Cologne water (U.S. 
simply cologne), tr. F. eau de Cologne. tJ[ Cf. 
G. Koln, Du. Keulen :- *Co·l(i)nia; and 
Lincoln, OE. Lindcyl(e)ne (:- medL. Lindo
co·lina), beside Lindcolne. 

colon1 kou·lan greater portion of the large 
intestine. XVI. - (O)F. colon or L. colon 
-Gr. k6lon (incorrectly kOlon) food, meat, 
colon. 

colon2 kou·lan member of a sentence; the 
punctuation mark(:). XVI. - L. colon- Gr. 
kOlon limb, clause. 



COLONEL COLUMN 
-------------------------.---------------------
colonel k5·nl superior officer of a regi

ment. xvr. In earliest use both comnel and 
colonel, but the first prevailed before mid
XVII. - F. tcoronel (so also Sp.), later and 
mod. colonnel- (orig. with dissimilation of 
l .. l to r .. l) It. colonnello, f. co lonna 
COLUMN, the officer being so named as 
leader of the first company of a regiment 
(It. compagnia colonnella, F. compagnie 
colonnelle). The present pronunc., which 
was established by the late XVIII, depends 
on the form tcoronel; but kA·ln~l is the 
only pronunc. recorded by Johnson, I755· 
Walker comments: 'This word is among 
those gross irregularities which must be 
given up as incorrigible.' 

colonnade bl;mei·d series of columns at 
regular intervals. XVIII. -F. colonnade 
(earlier t-ate), f. colonne COLUMN, after It. 
colonnato (cf. L. columntitus supported on 
columns); see -ADE. 

colony b·l~ni settlement in a new country. 
XVI. - L. colonia farm, landed estate, settle
ment, f. colonus tiller, cultivator, planter, 
settler, f. colere cultivate; see WHEEL, -Y3• 
(An isolated early ex. in Wycl. Bible, Acts 
xvi I2, tr. Vulg. colonia, Gr. koloniii, bears 
the ancient Roman sense.) Hence coloniAL 
k~lou·ni~l XVIII (Burke); perh. after F. 
co·lonrzE XVII (Bacon), whence co·lonrsT 
XVIII. 

colophon b·l~bn inscription containing 
title, date, etc., at the end of a book. XVIII. 
-late L. colophon- Gr. kolophiJn summit, 
finishing touch. 

colophony k~hrf;mi dark or amber
coloured resin. XIV. - L. colophonia, for 
resina Colophonia resin of Colophon, a 
town in Lydia. 

coloquintida see COLOCYNTH. 

coloration kAl;Jrei·J;:!n, kul- colouring. 
XVII (Bacon). - F. coloration or late L. 
coloratio(n-), f. L. coloriire COLOUR; see 
-ATIO:-<. So coloratura kul6riitu;rr;:l (mus.) 
XIX. It. (whence F. colorature, G. koloratur); 
see -URE. coloriFIC kulori-fik producing 
colour(s). XVII. -F. or modL. 

colosseum, coliseum bl;J-, kvlisi·;Jm 
amphitheatre of Vespasian at Rome. XVIII. 
- medL. coliseum (whence F. colisee, It. 
co lis eo), sb. use of n. of L. colosseus gigantic, 
colossal, f. colossus; see next and -EAN. 
Anglicized as tcolossee XVI. 

colossus blu·s;:ls gigantic statue, e.g. that 
at Rhodes. XIV. - L. colossus- Gr. koloss6s 
applied by Herodotus to the statues of 
Egyptian temples (whence F. colosse, It. 
colosso, which were also adopted in Eng. 
XVI). So colo·ssAL 1 of vast size. xvm; - F. 
colossal; superseding tcolossean (Evelyn), 
tcolossian, tcolossic (Chapman), all XVII. 

colour, U.S. color kA·l;).t hue, tint XIII; 
the fig. senses 'semblance',. 'pretext' are 
ME.- OF. colur, colour (mod. couleur) = 

Pr., Sp. color, It. colore:- L. colorem, color, 
rei. to celare hide, CONCEAL, as if 'outside 
show'; supplemented OE. hizv HUE; see 
-ouR. So co· lour vb. XIII. -OF. coulourer 
(mod. colorer)- L. colortire. 

colporteur k<>lp5.tt5·.t hawker of books, etc. 
XVIII. -F., f. colporter, presumably altera
tion of comporter - L. comportiire transport, 
f. com COM--Tportare carry (cf. PORTER1). 

colt koult young horse. OE. colt, applied 
to the young of the ass and the camel : of 
obscure origin, but cf. Sw. kult, kulter, 
kulting, applied to half-grown animals and 
boys. Hence co·ltsFOOT name of various 
plants so named from the shape of their 
leaves. xv. tr. medL. pes pulli 'colt's foot'. 

Colt koult in full Colt's revolver, invented 
by Samuel Colt (r8r4-62) of Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 

colubrine b·ljubr;:lin snake-like. XVI. - L. 
colubrinus, f. coluber snake; see -INE1 • 

columbarium k<>l~mbe~·ridm dovecot; 
underground sepulchre with niches. XVIII. 
L., f. calumba dove, pigeon; see -AR!UM. 

columbiad bl11.·mbired (with C-) title of 
an epic by J. L. Moore on the discovery of 
America 1796; heavy cannon formerly used 
in the U.S. army XIX. f. modL. Columbia, 
poetical name of America, f. the name of 
Columbus, its discoverer; see -AD1• (jf An 
epic entitled La Colombiade was written by 
Marie-Anne du Boccage (r7ro-r8oz). 

columbine b·l~mb;Jin dove-like. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. colombin, -ine- L. colum
binus, f. calumba dove (cf. OS!. golQb'i dove, 
OPruss. !{olimban, Russ. golub6i blue, 
g6lub' dove). As sb. name of plants of the 
genus Aquilegia. XIII. - OF. colombine -
medL. columbina (sc. herba) 'dove's plant', 
so called from the resemblance of the in
verted flower to five pigeons clustered to
gether. 

Columbine k<>·l;:lmbain (orig. in It. 
comedy) the mistress of Harlequin. XVIII. 
-F. Colombine- It. Colombina, sb. use of 
fern. of colombino dove-like in gentleness 
(cf. prec.). (jf 'Vords from a similar source 
are Harlequin, pantaloon, Punch, scara
mouch, zany. 

column k<>·l;:!m vertical support of part of 
a building xv (Lydg.); vertical division of 
a page, etc. xv (Promp. Parv.). Partly- OF. 
columpne (mod. colonne, after It. colonna), 
partly- its source L. columna pillar, f. *col-, 
as in columen, culmen (see CULMINATE), var. 
of *eel-, as in *cellere (see EXCEL), celsus 
high. So columnAR blA·mn;J.r. xvm. 
-late L.; earlier tcolwmnary (xvr-xvm). 
colu·mniated xvnr, for earlier co·lumnated, 
f. L. columniitus supported on columns (see 
-ATE 2). columniA·TION xvn, for columna-
tion (- L.), by assim. to intercolumniation (f. 
L. intercolumnium). 



CO LURE 

colure koulju;:,·,~:, kou·lju<J.l each of the great 
circles intersecting at right angles at the 
poles. XVI. -late L. coluri pl. - Gr. kolourai 
(sc. gramma£ lines), pl. of k6louros truncated, 
lit. dock-tailed, f. k6los docked+ourd tail 
( cf. ARSE); so called because their lower part 
is permanently cut off from view. 

colza ko·lz;:, oil expressed from coleseed, 
Brassica campestris. XVIII. -F. (Walloon) 
kolza, earlier kolzat- LG. kolsiit, Du. 
koolzaad; see COLE, SEED. 

com- kom, kdm repr. L. com- (cf. SYN-), 
arch. form of the prep. cum with, used in 
comps. with the meanings 'together, in 
combination or union', 'altogether, com
pletely'. Com- was retained before b, p, m, 
and some vowels (as in comes cou~T1), assim. 
before r, l (as in corruptus CORRUPT, collatio 
COLLATION), and reduced to co- before 
most vowels; elsewhere it became CON
(but before j, as in COMFIT, COMFORT, com
has replaced con- in Eng.). In OF. comm
was regularly reduced to com- as in comande
ment, but -mm- was restored later by assim. 
to the L. forms. Before b, p the orig. OF. 
form was cum-, which is reflected in the 
pronunc. kAm of comfort, company, com
pass; but the altered sp. with com- has led 
to the prevalence of kom in accomplish, 
combat, though in these kAm is preferred 
by some. 

coma1 kou·m::~ unnatural deep and pro
longed sleep. xvn. -medical L. - Gr. kOma 
(komat-), rel. to koite bed, ke'isthai lie down. 
Hence co·matosE. XVIII. 

coma2 kou·ma (bot.) tuft XVII; (astron.) 
nebulous envelope of a comet XVIII. - L. 
coma- Gr. k6mehairofthe head; cf. COMET. 

comb koum toothed implement for 
straightening the hair; cock's crest, which 
is indented or serrated OE. ; flat cake of 
cells of wax made by bees (an exclusively 
Eng. use, the origin of which is doubtful), 
late OE. in hunigcamb honeycomb. OE. 
camb, comb = OS. camb (Du. kam), OHG. 
chamb (G. kamm), ON. kambr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *kambaz :-IE. *gombhos, 
whence also Gr. gomphos, Skr. jdmbhas, 
Tocharian kam, OSl. zqbu tooth. Hence 
comb vb. XIV; replacing kemb, OE. cemban 
(:- *kambjan), which survives in UNKEMPT. 

comb(e) see cooMB. 

combat ko·mba!t, kA·mb;:,t fight. XVI. 
- F. combat, f. combattre (whence co·mbat 
vb. XVI), OF. cumbatre = Pr. combattre, 
Sp. combatir, It. combattere, f. late L. 
combattere, f. L. com- COM-+ *batt ere, for 
batuere fight (cf. ABATE, DEBATE). So co·m
batANT fighter. xv. -OF. combatant, prp. 
of combattre. 

combine kdmbai·n couple or join together. 
xv. - (O)F. combiner or late L. combiniire 
join two and two, f. com COM-+bini two 
together (see BINARY). So combiDA·TION 
k;>mbin-. XIV (Trev.). - OF. or late L. 

COMFIT 

Hence co·mbine sb. tplot xvn (rare); com
mercial (etc.) combination XIX (orig. U.S.). 

combustion bmbA·stJ:m burning. xv. 
- (O)F. combustion or late L. combustio(n-), 
f. combust-, f. pp. stem of comburere burn 
up, f. com COM-+ *burere, prob. evolved 
from amblurere (rei. to Gr. hetiein); see 
-TION. 

come kAm pt. came keim, pp. come ele
mentary vb. of motion expressing move
ment towards an object. OE. cuman, pt. 
com, cwom, c(w)omon, pp. cumen = OFris. 
kuma, OS. cuman (Du. komen), OHG. 
queman, coman (G. kommen), ON. koma, 
Goth. qiman :- CGerm. *kweman, *kuman, 
pt. "'kwam, *kwiiimum, pp. *kumanaz. 
Pt. came, orig. ME. cam, ciime, pl. cdmen 
(XIII, first in north and east, prob. after ON. 
kvam), finally rep!. come (still dial.). The 
IE. base *gwem- "'gwm- is repr. also by 
Skr., Av. gam come, Gr. bainein go (cf. 
BASIS), L. venire come (cf. ADVENT, CON
VENE, etc.). 

comeatable kAma!'t"bl accessible. xvii. 
f. phr. come at + -ABLE; pro b. first in the 
negative uncomeatable. 

comedy k;>·midi tnarrative poem with a 
pleasant ending XIV (Ch.); tmiracle play 
or interlude with a happy ending XVI ; light 
and amusing play XVII. - (O)F. comedie 
- L. comcedia- Gr. komoidiii, f. Jeomoid6s 
comic actor, comic poet, f. homos revel, 
merrymaking, wrongly derived by Dorian 
writers from ki3me village. So comediAN 
bmi•dian comic writer XVI (Sidney); comic 
actor, tstage-player XVII (Sh.). -F. come
dien, f. comedie; cf. It. commediante, which 
was also adopted (XVI-XVII). 

comely kA·mli tdecent, proper; pleasant 
to look at, fair XIII. ME. cumelich, cumli, 
prob. aphetic of tbecumelich (xn), f. BECOME 
+-LY1 ; cf. MHG. komlich suitable (beside 
bekome suitably; G. dial. kommlich, komm
lich), Du. tkomlick 'conveniens'. So 
tcomely adv. XIII; see -LY 0 and cf. MHG. 
komliche. tJf Not identical with OE. cymlic 
beautiful, which would have become "'kimly 
(cf. OE. cyme beautiful, ME. kime weak, 
silly), rel. to OHG. chumig weak, delicate, 
chumo with difficulty (G. kaum hardly). 

comestible kome·stibl eatable; tadj. xv 
(Caxton); sb. XIX. - (O)F. comestible 
- medL. comestibilis (Isidore), f. comest-, 
pp. stem of L. comedere eat up, f. com 
COM-+edere EATj see -IBLE. 

comet ko·mit heavenly body with a 'tail'. 
xm (xn in L. form). - (O)F. comi!te- L. 
cometa- Gr. komiftes long-haired, sb. comet 
(for ast~r komiftes 'long-haired star'), f. 
koman wear the hair long, f. kome hair of 
the head, tail of a comet. 

comfit kA·mfit sweetmeat. xv. ME. confyt 
-OF. confit, confite :- L. confectum, confecta, 
sb. uses of n. and fern. of confectus, pp. of 
conficere (see CONFECTION). 
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COMFORT 

comfort kA·mf;ut tencouragement, sup
port; relief in distress XIII (AncrR.); cause 
of satisfaction or content XVI; material well
being XIX. -OF. confort ( = OSp., It. con
forto), Rom. sb. f. late L. confortare, f. com 
CON-+fortis strong (cf. FORCE). So co·m
fort vb. XIII (RGlouc.). - OF. conforter 
( = Pr., Sp. confortar, It. confortm·e) - L. 
co·mfortABLE tencouraging, reassuring, 
pleasant XIV; affording content; at ease 
XVIII. -AN. confortable (modF. is -Eng.). 
co·mforter consoler, as a title of the Holy 
Ghost, tr. L. consolator, rendering of Gr. 
1Tapa«Arrroc; PARACLETE XIV; woollen scarf 
(comfortable was formerly so used and for 
a quilt) XIX. -AN. confortour; see -ER1• 

comfrey kA·mfri the plant Symphytum 
officinale, formerly esteemed as a vulnerary. 
xv (confyrie, cowmjory). -AN. cumfirie, 
OF. confire, confiere (mod. dial. confier, etc.), 
with var. confierge, Friulian konfiervye :
medL. *'confervia, for L. conferva, f. confer
vere intr. heal, prop. boil together (see coN-, 
FERVENT). t]) The medL. syns. confirma, 
conserva, consolida (whence OF. consoude, 
Eng. consound) also refer to the plant's 
healing properties, and all are renderings 
of Gr. szimphuton (sumphziein cause to grow 
together). 

comic kv·mik pert. to comedy XVI; ludicrous, 
funny xvm. - L. comicus- Gr. komik6s, 
f. k6mos; see coMEDY, -I c. So co·miCAL. 
(xv) XVI. co·mico-, comb. form of the 
L. and Gr. adjs. XVI (comico-tragical). 

comitadji k<Jmita!·d3i in Balkans, member 
of band of irregular soldiers. xx. - F. comi
tad_ji - Common Balkan form f. Turk. 
komita - F. comite COMMITTEE+ -ji; lit. 
member of a (revolutionary) committee. 

comitia bmi· Ji;:o legal assembly of the 
ancient Romans. XVII. L., pl. of comitium, 
f. com COM-+-itium, noun of action f. it-, 
ire go. 

comity b•miti courtesy XVI ; friendly 
understanding. XIX. - L. cJmitiis, f. comis 
courteous; see -ITY. 

comma kv·m~ phrase smaller than a 
colon; the punctuation mark (,); (mus.) 
minute interval. XVI. - L. comma- Gr. 
k6mma piece cut off, short clause, f. *kop-, 
stem of k6ptein strike, cut, with various 
Slav. cogns. 

command kama·nd give an order to 
XIII (Cursor M.); control, dominate XIV. 
ME. com(m)a(u)nde- AN. comaunder, OF. 
comander (mod. comm-) = Pr., Sp. comandar, 
Pg. commandar, It. commandare :- late 
L. commandiire, f. com COM- (intensive)+ 
mandare; see MANDATE and cf. demand, 
remand, and commend. Hence comma·nd 
sb. XVI (Sh.). So commandA·NT. XVII. 
-F., or It., etc. -ante. comma·nder. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - OF. comandere, AN. -dour 
(mod. -deur) :- Rom. *commandtitor, -lito
rem; see -ER2 • comma·ndMENT. XIII (Cur
sor M.). ME. com(m)a(u)ndement (4 syll.) 

COMMENT 

- OF. comandement (mod. comm-). com
mando k;:oma·ndou (orig. S. Africa) mili
tary party, expedition, raid. XIX. - Pg. 
commando, f. commandar. 

commandeer kvmandia·.r (orig. S. Africa) 
seize for military use. XIX. - Afrikaans 
kommanderen- F. commander (see prec.). 

commandery bma·nd;:ori benefice held 
in commendam; estate, etc. belonging to 
an order of knights. xv. -F. commanderie, 
f. commander; see prec. and -ERY. 

commemorate k;:ome·mareit call t:o re
membrance. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. com
memortire, f. com COM- (intensive)+memo
rare relate, f. memor (see MEMORY). So 
commemorA"TION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

commence kame·ns begin; take a degree 
of master or doctor in a faculty (medL. 
incipere) XIV (but the reduced form comse, 
cumse is XIII). ME. comence- OF. com
(m)encier = Pr. comesar, Cat. comensar, It. 
cominciare :- Rom. *cominitiiire, f. com 
COM- (intensive)+ inititire INITIATE. So 
comme·nceMENT. xm. - (O)F. com
mencement. 

commend bme·nd A. give in trust or 
charge; B. approve conduct or character of. 
XIV. - L. commendare, f. com COM- (inten
sive)+mandiire commit, entrust (see MAN
DATE and cf. COMMAND). In earlier ME. 
command, like OF. comander, was used in 
this sense. So comme·ndABLE. XIV (Ch.) 
- (O)F. commendable- L. commendabilis. 
Formerly co-mmendable (as in Sh.), earlier 
commenda·ble. commendA·TION. XIII (first 
in liturg. use). - (O)F. - L. comme·nda
toRY. xvr, - late L. 

commendam kvme·ndrem temporary 
custody of a benefice. XVI. From ecclL. 
phr. (dare) in commendam (commit) in trust 
or as a deposit, commenda being f. L. com
mendtire ; see prec. 

commensal kame·ns:::>l eating one who 
eats) at the same table. XIV. - medL. com
mensiilis, f. com COM-+mensa table; see -AL. 

commensurable kame·nfurabl reducible to 
the same measure. XVI. -late L. commensurii
bilis (Boethius), f. com coM-+mensurabilis 
MEASUR'\BLE. So comme·nsurate having 
the same or a corresponding measure or ex
tent. XVII. -late L. commensurtitus(Boethius); 
see MEASURE, -ATE 2• 

comment kv·ment tcommentary xv; ex
planatory note XV. - L. commentum inven
tion, contrivance, (in Isidore) interpretation, 
comment, f. comment-, pp. stem of com
minisci devise, contrive, f. com CON-+ *'men-, 
base of mens MIND. Hence (or- F. com
menter) co·mment vb. (formerly bme·nt). 
xvr. (An earlier verb meaning 'devise, 
invent' xv was - medL. commentare, L. -tiri, 
frequent. f. comment-, comminisci.) So com
mentARY b·mant;}ri (hist.) memoir(s), as 
in Cresar's Commentaries; systematic series 
of comments xv. - L. commentiirius, 



COMMERCE 

-iirium adj. used sb. (sc. liber book, voliimen 
volume), f. commentiiri. commentATOR 
k<>·m<lnteit<~J tchronicler XIV (Trev.); 
writer of a commentary XVII. - L. 

commerce k<J·ma.Is intercourse; exchange 
of merchandise, trading. XVI. -F. com
merce or L. commercium trading, merchan
dise, (earlier in actual evidence) intercourse, 
f. com COM-+merc-, merx merchandise (cf. 
MERCHANT). The stressing comme·rce is 
found as late as XVIII. Hence commerciAL 
k<lma·.zf<ll. ·XVII (F. commercial is later). 

commination k<Jminei·J<~n denunciation 
of punishment. xv. - L. comminati6(n-), 
f. comminiiri menace; see COM-, MINATORY, 
-ATION. 

comminute k<>·minjut reduce to small parti
cles. XVII. f. L. comminut-, comminuere, f. 
com COM- (intensive)+minuere lessen (see 
MINUTE). So comminu·TION. XVI. -late L. 

commiserate bmi·z<lreit show pity· for. 
XVII. f. L. commiserat-, -ari and -are, f. com 
COM-+miseriiri lament, pity, f. miser 
wretched; see MISERY, -ATE3 • So com
miserA"TION. XVI. - L. 

commissar k<Jmisa•J: head of a govern
ment department in the U.S.S.R. xx. 
Russ.- F. commissaire- medL. commissiirius 
COMMISSARY. 

commissary k<>·mis<lri (eccl.) officer repre
senting another XIV ; official having charge 
(esp.) of supplies xv. - medL. commissiirius 
officer in charge, f. commiss-, pp. stem of 
L. committere COMMIT; see -ARY. So com
missariat bmise<l·ri<lt (Sc. law) com
missary's court XVII; military department 
charged with providing supplies XVIII ; 
partly- medL. commissariatus; partly -F. 
commissariat; see -ATE1 • 

commission k<lmi·J<ln authoritative charge; 
warrant of authority XIV ; body charged with 
special authority xv. - (O)F. commission 
- L. commissi6(n-), f. commiss-, pp. stem of 
committere COMMIT; see -ION. So com
mi·ssioner one deputed by commission 
for some work. xv. - medL. commissi6-
niirius; see -ARY, -ER1 and •. commis
sion(n)aire k<lmif<lnE<l" .I messenger, light 
porter. XVIII. F., - medL. (as above). 

commissure k:>·misju<l.I juncture, seam 
xv; (physiol.) bundles of nerve-substance 
XIX. - L. commissura, f. commiss-, pp. stem 
of committere put together; see next and 
-URE. 

commit bmi·t A. entrust XIV (Ch.); 
B. perpetrate xv; C. engage, involve XVII. 
- L. committere join, join (battle), practise, 
perpetrate, place with another for safety, 
etc., entrust, (medL.) consign to custody, 
f. com COM-+mittere put, send (see MISSION). 
Hencecommi·tMENT. XVII. commi·ttAL2• 

XIX. 

COMMOTION 

committee bmi-ti A. (surviving leg. ; 
pron. k:>miti·) one to whom a charge is 
committed xv; B. body of persons ap
pointed for a special business XVII. f. 
COMMIT+-EE, after legal terms such as 
feoffee. '11 Hence F. comite. 

commode k<lmou·d twoman's tall head
dress XVII ; chest of drawers, cheffonier 
XVIII; close-stool XIX. -F. commode (in 
first two senses), sb. use of commode con
venient- L. commodus (see next). For the 
third sense cf. the use of convenience for 
'urinal', 'W.C.' 

commodious k<lmou·di<~s tadvantageous, 
serviceable xv; conveniently roomy XVI. 
-F. commodieux or medL. commodi6sus, 
f. L. commodus of due measure, convenient, 
f. com COM-+modus measure (see MODE); 
for the L. form cf. perfidiosus beside perfidus. 
So commodiTY k<~m:>·diti. XIV (Maund.). 
- (O)F. or L. 

commodore k:>·mad:><l.I naval officer above 
captain, and below rear-admiral. XVII. orig. 
commandore (temp. William III), later com
madore, prob. - Du. komandeur - F. com
mandeur COMMANDER; but the form suggests 
Sp. or Pg. infiuenc~::. q Hence F. commo
dore (Voltaire). 

common k:>·m<ln belonging equally to 
two or more; in gen. use XIII (Cursor M.); 
(math. and gram.) XVI. ME. comun- OF. 
comun (mod. commun) = Pr. comu, Sp. 
comun, It. comune :- L. communi-s, OL. 
comoinis, cogn. with OE. gem:Ene (whence 
ME. imene MEAN', which common super
seded in the sense 'general'), OHG. gimeini 
(G. gemein), Goth. gamains, f. IE. "'ko(m)
Y-+ *main- "'mein- (cf. Lith. mainyti ex
change, OS!. mena change), f. *'moi- *'mei-, 
another deriv. of which is seen in L. miitiire, 
mutuus (see MUTATE, MUTUAL) j cf. IMMUNE, 
REMUNERATE. (sb. for common land.) co·m
monahY tpeople of a nation, etc. XIII; 
general body of the community, common 
people XIV; tthe commons xvr. -OF. 
comunalte (mod. communaute) = Pr. comi
naltat, etc. - medL. communiilitiis; see -AL\ 
-ITY. co·mmonER2 tburgess, citizen XIII; 
one of the common people XIV; member of 
the House of Commons ; student or under
graduate not on the foundation of a college 
XVII. - medL. communiirius. 

commonplace k:>·m<~npleis, (formerly) 
k:>·m<ln plei·s tpassage of general applica
tion, leading text, theme ; notable passage 
stored up for use in a book of common places 
or commonplace-book ; ordinary topic, stock 
theme or subject. XVI. As adj. XVII. tr. L. 
locus communis, tr. Gr. koinos t6pos (cf. 
TOPIC). 

commotion k<lmou· [<ln public disturbance 
xv; (gen.) agitation, perturbation XIV. 
- (O)F. commotion or L. commotio(n-); see 
COM-, MOTION. 
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COMMUNE 

commune1 ka·mjiln, (formerly) bmjil·n 
communicate, esp. orally, with XIII; hold 
spiritual intercourse with XVII. - OF. 
comuner share, f. comun COMMON. (The 
orig. form comune, with shifted stress, gave 
tcommon vb. xiv-xvr.) 

commune• k<>·mjiln in France, territorial 
division XVIII; (hist.) commonalty, corpora
tion XIX. -F. commune, earlier tcomugne 
- medL. communia, n. pl. of commiinis COM
MON, taken as fern. sg. in sense 'group of 
people having a common life'. So com
munAL k<>·mjun;~l, k;~mju·n;:,l. XIX. -F. 
communal. 

communicate bmju·nikeit give a share 
of, share in ; receive, administer Holy 
Communion; hold intercourse with XVI ; 
have a common channel of passage XVIII. 
f. pp. stem of L. communicare, f. commiinis 
Co:\IMON-:.. -ic-, formative of factitive verbs ; 
see -ATE 3 • So communiCA'TION. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). commu·nicatiVE. XIV (Tre
vi~a; rare before XVII). 

communion kilmju·niiln sharing, parti
cipation ; spiritual fellowship XIV; sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, participation in this 
xv (in religious uses earlier tcommuning). 
- (O)F. communion or L. commiinia(n-), f. 
communis COMMON; see -ION. The religious 
uses depend on ChrL. communio ecclesim 
catholic<?, c. sanctorum, c. carnis Christi, 
c. sancti altaris, etc., and similar uses of Gr. 
KOtvwv{a. 

communism k<>·mjunizm state of society 
in which property is vested in the com
munity. r84r. -F. communisme (r84o, 
Estienne Cabet), f. commun COMMON; see 
-ISM. So co·mmuniST. r84r. -F. com
muniste (used in another sense XVIII). (][ An 
earlier form was communionist r827. 

community k;,mju·niti A. body of people 
associated by common status, pursuits, etc. 
XIV (Barbour, Wycl.); B. common character 
xv. Late ME. comunete- OF. comuneuJ 
(mod. communite)- L. commiinitatem, f. 
commiinis; see COMMON, -ITY; later assim. 
to modF. and L. 

commute bmju·t texchange; change for 
something else. XVII. - L. commutare 
change altogether, exchange, f. com coM-+ 
mutlire (see MUTATIOC\1). So commutA ·TION. 
XV. - (O)F. or L. commu·tER1 XIX. 

comp.1, abbrev. of COMPANY XVII; also 
tcompa. XVII ; cf. Campa on currency notes ; 
now usu. Co. (XVIII). 

comp. 1 abbrev. of COMPOSITOR; said to be 
orig. for companion, i.e. one of a companion
ship of compositors. XIX. 

compact1 ko•mprekt covenant, contract. xvr 
(Sh.). - L. compactum, sb. use of n. of pp. 
of compacisci make an agreement; see COM-, 
PACT. (][ Compaction was earlier (Skelton). 

COMPARTMENT 

compact 2 k;:,mpre·kt closely packed or 
knit together. XIV (Trevisa). - L. campactus, 
pp. of campingere put closely together, f. 
com COM-+ pang ere fasten. Hence co·mpact 
sb. compact make-up powder, etc. xx; 
cf. F. poudre compacte, jard compact. So 
compa·ct vb. join firmly together. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. compingere. 

compages bmpei·d3iz compacted whole, 
framework of conjoined parts. XVII (earlier 
anglicized tcompage). - L. compages, f. com 
coM-+ pag-, as in pang ere. So com paginate 
-pre·d3ineit knit together. XVII. f. late L. 
campiiginare, f. compagin-, -pag6, syn. of 
compages. 

companion1 k;}mpa:·nj;m associate, mate 
XIII; (of an order of knighthood) xvr. ME. 
compainaun- OF. compaignon = Pr. cam
panh6:- Rom. *companianem, ace. of *cam
pania (whence OF. compain, mod. copain, 
Pr. campanh, Sp. campaiia), £. L. com coM
..L piinis bread, after Germ. *gaxlaioaz 
(Goth. gahlaiba, OHG. galeipo messmate) 
'one who eats bread with another', f. *ga
Y-+ *xlaio- LOAF. Hence compa·nionABLE 
fitted to be a companion. XVII. Alteration, 
by assoc. with this sb., of tcompan(i)able 
(xrv)- OF. campaignable, f. campaigner ac
company, f. compainz- Rom. *campania. So 
company kA·mp;mi. xm (in the commer
cial sense orig. dependent on It. compagnia; 
in the spec. mil. sense on F. compagnie). 
ME. compainie, compaignie- AN. compainie, 
OF. compa(i)gnie = Pr. companhia, Sp. 
compaiiia, It. compagnia, alterations of OF. 
campagne (prob. repr. by ME. compayne 
XIV), Sp. campaiia, It. compagna :- Rom. 
*campania, f. *campania; see -Y 3

• 

companion• bmpre·nj;:,n (naut.) framed 
windows over a hatchway, hooded staircase 
to the captain's cabin. xvm (Falconer). 
Alteration, by assoc. with prec., of Du. 
tkompanje (now kam-)- OF. campagne- It. 
compagna (for camera della compagna store
room for provisions, caboose. 

company see COMPANION1
• 

compare k;:,mpe<J'I represent as similar. 
xv (earlier camper XIV). - (O)F. comparer 
(earlier comperer) ~ Pr., Sp. camparar, It. 
camparare :- L. comparlire pair, match, f. 
compar like, equal, f. com COM-+pm· equal 
(see PEER). So comparATIVE k;:,mpa:·r;}tiv 
earliest in gram. use. xv. - L. comparativus, 
f. comparat-, -tire. compa·rison action of 
comparing, capacity for being compared. 
XIV. -OF. comparesoun (mod. -aison) = Pr. 
comparas6, etc. :- L. comparatianem (see 
-ATION). 

compartment k;:,mpa·.rtm;:,nt separate divi
sion or part. XVI (-iment, -ement). -F. 
compartiment- It. campartimento, f. com
partire share -late L. compartiri, £. com coM
(intensive)+partiri, f. part-, pars; see PART 
and -MENT, 



COMPASS 

compass kA ·mpas tdesigning, ingenuity; 
tarea, space XII! (Cursor M.); tcircle, 
circuitous course; (pl.) two-legged measur
ing instrument XIV; mariner's instrument 
for determining position; bounds, limits 
XVI. - (O)F. compas tmeasure, rule, pair of 
compasses, corr. to Pr., Sp. compas, Pg., It. 
compasso (chiefly) compasses, but in some 
langs. also measure, time in music, rule, 
pattern, step, stride, derivs. of the vb. (see 
below). From Rom. are G. kompass mari
ner's compass, tsundial, Du. kompas, ON. 
kompdss circle, compass, Sw. kompass, Russ. 
k6mpas, etc. The transference of sense to 
the mariner's instrument is held to have 
arisen in It. compasso, from the circular 
shape of the compass-box. So co·mpass 
vb. contrive, devise XIII (RGlouc.); go 
round, encircle, ENCO;\lPASS xrv; attain to 
XVI. - (O)F. compasser (now only) measure 
as with compasses, corr. to Pr., Sp. com
pasar, It. compassare, repr. Rom. *com
passiire measure, f. L. com COM- + passus 
step, PACE. 

compassion kampao:·J;:,n fellow-feeling in 
adversity. XIV. - (O)F. compassion- ecclL. 
compassio(n-), f. compass-, pp. stem of com
pati suffer with, feel pity; see COM- and 
PASSION. So compa·ssionATE2 character
ized by compassion. xvr. -F. compassionnti, 
pp. of compassionner feel compassion; after 
affectionate. 

compatible kampao:·tibl tsympathetic xv; 
mutually tolerant, congruous xv. -F. 
compatible- medL. compatibilis (as in bene
ficium compatibile benefice tenable with 
another), f. compati; see prec. and -IBLE. 
Cf. INCOMPATIBLE. 

compatriot k;:,mpa;:·tri;:,t fellow-country
man. XVII. - (O)F. compatriote -late L. com
patriota (tr. Gr. ovpmarptWT'f}S); see COM-, 
PATRIOT. 

compeer kompi;:,·.r companion, fellow XIII ; 
peer, equal xv. ME. camper- OF. camper; 
see COM-, PEER1 • 

compel k;:,mpe·l constrain xrv; drive or 
force together xv. - L. compellere (lit. and 
fig.), f. com COM-+pellere drive, rei. to Gr. 
pdllein shake, pelemizein move violently, 
p6lemos fighting, Arm. halacem I pursue. 

t]J Other comps. of L. pellere give dispel, 
expel, impel, propel, repel, with sbs. in -pulse, 
-pulsion ; cf. also appeal, repeal. 

compendious k;:,mpe·ndias comprehensive 
but brief. XIV. - (O)F. compendieux- L. 
compendiosus abridged, brief, f. compe·n
dium, lit. 'that which is weighed together', 
saving, abbreviation, which: has been used 
as Eng. since XVI. L., f. compendere, f. com 
COM-+Pendere weigh (cf. POISE). 

COMPLAISANT 

counterbalance, f. com coM-+pensare, fre
quent. of pendere weigh; see prec. and -ATE3

• 

So compenSA'TION. xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

compere ko·mpe;,.r sponsor of an entertain
ment. xx. F. 'godfather', 'accomplice', 'an
nouncer'- Rom. *compater, f. com COM-+ 
pater FATHER. Also vb. 

compete kampi·t vie, strive with another. 
XVII (not frequent before XIX; stigmatized 
as a Scotticism and as an Americanism, 
c. r8zs). - L. competere, in its late sense of 
'strive for (something) together with 
another', f. com COM-+petere aim at, seek. 
So competi'TION. XVII. -late L. (cf. PETI
TION). competitiVE kampe·titiv. xrx. com
pe·titor fellow candidate, rival. XVI. - F. 
(-eur) or L.; see -oR1 • 

competent ko·mpitant suitable, proper, 
adequate XIV; legally qualified or sufficient 
xv. - (O)F. competent or L. competent-, 
-ens, prp. of competere in the sense 'be 
fit, proper, or qualified'; see prec. and -ENT. 
Hence co·mpetENCE, -ENCY sufficiency (of 
qualification). XVI. Cf. L. competentia agree
ment; F. competence jurisdiction, ability, Sp. 
competencia competition, rivalry, legal com
petence, aptitude, It. competenza ability, 
rivalry, (pl.) fees. '1f Though originating 
from the same L. verb as the prec. group, 
this group of words has a different range of 
meanings. 

compile kampai·l put together (literary 
materials). XIV (Trev.). - (O)F. compiler 
put together, collect, or its presumed source 
L. cornpilare plunder, (contextually) pla
giarize, f. com COM-+pila PILE 2• So com
pilA·TION. XV. - (O)F. - L. compi·ler. 
xrv (R. Mannyng). - (O)F. compileur :
late L. compilat6rem; see -ER1• 

complacent kamplei·sant tpleasing XVII: 
satisfied, esp. with oneself XVIII. - L. com
placent-, -ens, prp. of complacere, f. com 
coM- intensive+placere PLEASE; see -ENT. 
(The current sense was formerly expressed 
by tcomplacential XVII.) So compla·cENCE 
(self-) satisfaction. xv. compla·cENCY. 
XVII. - medL. complacentia. Cf. COM
PLAISANT. 

complain bmplei·n tbewail, lament xrv 
(Ch.); (intr. and trefl.) give vent to feelings 
of injury or discontent XIV (Gower). ME. 
compleigne- (O)F. complaign-, pres. stem 
of complaindre (orig. refl.) = Pr. complanher, 
Cat. complanyer, It. compiangere :-Rom. 
(medL.) complangere, f. com COM- intensive 
+plangere lament (see PLAINT). So com
plai·nt act of complaining. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. complainte. 

complaisant ko·mpliz;:,nt, kamplei·z;:,nt 
politely agreeable. XVII. - F. complaisant 
obliging: prp. of complaire acquiesce in 

compensate ko·mp;:,nseit, formerly k;:,m- order to please, repr. L. complacere (see 
pe·nseit make up for. XVII. f. pp. stem of COMPLACENT). So complaiSANCE. XVII. 
L. compensiire weigh (one) against another, -F. 
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COMPLEMENT 

complement k<>·mplim:>nt accomplish
ment, consummation XIV; something which 
completes a whole XVI; tadjunct; personal 
accomplishment; tobservance of ceremony, 
tribute of courtesy XVI. - L. complementum, 
f. complere; see next, and -MENT, and cf. 
COMPLIMENT. Hence compleme·ntAL\ 
-mentARY taccessory; tceremonious, com
plimentary XVII; forming a complement 
XIX. 

complete kampli·t entire, finished, perfect 
XIV (Ch., Wyclif); taccomplished, consum
mate XVI. - (O)F. complet or L. completus, 
pp. of complere fill up, finish, fulfil, f. com 
COM- (intensive)+ *ple-, base of plenus FULL. 
Hence comple·te vb. XVI ; cf. F. compUter. 
So comple·noN, comple·tiVE. xv11. -late 
L. 

complex k::~·mpleks consisting of parts 
united or combined (later with notion of 
complication). XVII. - F. complexe or its 
source L. complexus, pp. of complectere, 
complecti encompass, embrace, comprehend, 
comprise; but sometimes analysed as COM
+Plexus woven. Formerly str. comple·x. 
Hence comple·xnY. XVIII; cf. F. com
plexite. 

complexion bmple·kf:m combination of 
the four humours of the body, (hence) 
bodily constitution and (further) habit of 
mind XIV; natural texture of the skin xv. 
- (O)F. complexion- L. complexio(n-) com
bination, association, (late) bodily habit, f. 
complex-; see prec. and -ION. 

compliant bmplai·;mt disposed to com
ply, complaisant. XVII. f. COMPLY+-ANT, 
prob. after PLIANT. Hence compli·ANCE. 
XVII. 

complicate ko·mplikeit tintertwine; mix 
up zvith XVII; make complex XIX. f. pp. stem 
of L. complicare, f. com COM-+plicdre fold. 
So complicA·TION. XVII. -late L. 

complicity bmpl!"siti partnership in 
wrong. XVII (rare before XIX). -F. compli
cite or L. *complicitas, f. complic-, COMPLEX; 
see -ITY and cf. duplicity, simplicity. 

compliment k:>·mplimant ceremonious 
tribute of courtesy, esp. polite phrase of 
commendation XVII ; pl. formal greetings 
XVIII. -F. compliment- It. complimento 
- OCat. complimento, Sp. cumplimiento, 
repr. Rom. *complimentum, for L. compte
mentum COMPLEMENT. The earlier sp. was 
complement, the occurrence of which has 
often been disguised, under the present 
form, in modern editions or reissues. The 
orig. sense of 'filling up, fulfilment, accom
plishment' became specified as 'fulfilment 
or observance of the requirements of 
courtesy'. 

compline ko·mplin last of the canonical 
hours. XIII (compelin, complin). Alteration, 
prob. after matines, matins, of (O)F. complie 
(now pl. complies; cf. Sp., Pg. completas pl.), 
sb. use of fern. pp. pl. of tcomplir complete 

COMPOUND 

= Pr. complir, etc. :-Rom. *complire (cf. 
ACCOMPLISH), for L. comp[ere fill up, COM
PLETE. (jf The medL. forms are comple
torium and complendum (abbrev. compl', 
complen'). 

comply kamplai· A. tfulfil XVII (Sh.); 
B. tuse compliments, observe formalities 
xvrr (Sh.); the complaisant with; act in 
accordance zvith circumstances, others' 
desires, etc. XVII. - It. complire- Cat. 
complir, Sp. cumplir (in which was developed 
the sense of 'satisfy', hence 'satisfy the 
requirements of courtesy') - L. complere 
COMPLETE. Cf. COMPLEMENT, COMPLIMENT, 
and ACCOMPLISH(MENT). (jf ME. comp[ien 
fulfil, carry out (XIV) is f. OF. complire. 

compo ko·mpou short for COMPOSITION. 
XIX. 

component kampou·nant composing, con
stituent; also sb. xvn. - L. component-, 
-ens, prp. of componere COMPOUND; see 
-ENT. 

comport1 kamp5·.It tbear, endure; agree 
zvith XVI; behave oneself XVII. - L. com
portdre, f. com coM-+portdre carry, bear 
(see PORT 3); cf. F. comporter. 

comport2 b·mp5.It dessert dish raised on 
a support. XVIII. perh. short for synon. 
compo·rtier (xvm), unexpl. alteration of 
COMPOTIER. 

composant, corrupt. of CORPOSANT. XVIII. 

compose lwmpou·z A. put together, make 
up xv; set up (type); B. arrange, adjust; 
pacify, tranquillize XVII. - (O)F. composer, 
based on L. componere; see COMPOUND 2, 

POSE1 • Hence compo·sURE tcomposition, 
in various senses XVI ; composed state xvn 
(Milton). Cf. EXPOSURE; modelled on 
closure. So composite ko·mpazit (archit.) 
fifth of the classical orders XVI; of com
pound structure XVII. - F. composite or L. 
compositus, pp. of componere. composi·
TION. XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F.- L. 
compositor kampo·zit:J.r t(Sc.) arbiter XIV; 
type-setter XVI. -AN. - L. 

compost b·mp:>st (cookery) compote XIV; 
prepared manure XVI; (arch.) composition 
xvu. -OF. composte and compost:- L. 
composta, -tum, sb. uses of fern. and n. of 
componere COMPOUND. 

compote ko·mpout fruit preserved in 
syrup, (later) fruit salad. XVII (Evelyn). 
-F. compote, later form of OF. composte 
stew, dish consisting of fruit :- *composita, 
sb. use of fern. of L. compositus, pp. of 
componere COMPOU:-ID2

• 

compotier k<>mpo·tiei dish for dessert 
fruit. XVIII. F., f. compote; see prec. 

compoundt ko•mpaund compounded, 
composite. XIV. pp. of compoune; see next. 
Also sb. compound word XVI (Palsgr.); 
compound substance XVII (Sh.). 



COMPOUND 

compound 2 k;}mpau·nd put together, com
bine, compose XIV (Ch.); trans. and intr. 
settle differences, claims, or terms xv. ME. 
compoune- OF. compo(u)n-, pres. stem of 
compondre = Pr. compon(d)re, It. comporre 
:- L. componere (rendering Gr. avvn0€va&; 
cf. SYNTHESIS) put or bring together, arrange, 
devise; see COM-, POSITION. The orig. ME. 
form was superseded by the present form 
in XVI, on the model of EXPOUND. 

compound 3 ko•mpaund in the East, enclo
sure within which a (European) residence 
or factory stands. XVII. - Pg. campon or 
Du. kampoeng- Malay kampong, -ung enclo
sure, fenced-in space, quarter occupied by 
a particular nationality. 

comprador kompra:dib: tnative servant 
in the East XVII ; in China, principal native 
servant XIX. - Pg. comprador buyer :- late 
L. compartiti5rem, f. compartire purchase, 
f. com COM- +partire furnish, PREPARE, -OR1

• 

comprehend k<>mprihe·nd grasp with the 
mind; comprise, include. XIV. - OF. 
comprehender or L. comprehendere, f. com 
COM-+prehendere seize (cf. GET). So com
prehe·nsiBLE. xvi. comprehe·nswN in
clusion; mental grasp. xv. comprehe·n
SIVE. xv. All- F. or L. 

compress k;}mpre·s press together XIV 
(Trevisa); condense XVIII. -OF. compresser 
or late L. compresstire, or f. pp. compress- of 
comprimere; see coM-, PRESS. So compress 
sb. b·mpres (surg.) mass of material 
formed into a pad. XVI. - F. compresse 
(Pare), f. compresser. compressiON -pre·J;}n. 
XIV. - (O)F. - L. 

comprise k;}mprai·z tlay hold of; compre
hend, include. xv. In earliest use Sc.; f. 
F. compris-e, pp. of comprendre COMPREHEND, 
on the analogy of comps. of prendre, of 
which a sb. and vb. in -prise existed, as 
enterprise (temprise), surprise (tsupprise). 

compromise ko·mpr;}m;}iz tjoint agree
ment to abide by a decision xv; coming to 
terms by concessions on both sides XVI. 
- (O)F. compromis- juridical L. compro
missum, sb. use of n. of pp. of compri5mittere 
consent to arbitration, f. com COM-+pri5mit
tere PROMISE. Hence co·mpromisevb. xv. 
In part rep!. tcompromit (xv) - L. com
promittere. 

compter kau·nt;}.I var. of COU:<iTER\ from 
XVII the official sp. in the name of certain 
prisons for debtors, etc. 

comptometer bmptu·mit;}.r calculating
machine. XIX. f. F. compte COUNT'+-o-+ 
-METER. 

comptroller sp. of CONTROLLER, due to 
assoc. of cant- with COUNT1 (L. computus), 
used in certain official designations. XVI. 

compulsion k;}mpn'!J;}n action of com
pelling. xv. -(O)F.compulsion-lateL.com
pulsio(n-), f. compuls-, pp. stem of compellere 

CON 

COMPEL; see -SION. So compu·}SORY 
enforced, obligatory XVI ; coercive XVII. 
Formerly also tcompulsative, -atory, com
pulsive XVII (Sh.). 

compunction k<JmpA'!JkJ;}n pricking of 
the conscience. XIV; in weakened sense 
XVIII. - (O)F. componction- ChrL. com
punctii5(n-), f. compungere, f. com COM
(intensive)+pungere prick (see PUNCTURE 
and -TION). Hence compu·nctwus re
morseful. XVII (Sh.). 

compurgator b·mpS.rgeit;}.r witness who 
swears to the credibility of an accused 
person when he purges himself by oath. 
XVI. - medL. compurgtitor (xni), f. com 
coM-+purgtitor purger (see PURGE). So 
compurgA'TION. XVII. - medL. 

compute bmpjl'l't determine by mathe
matical reckoning. XVII. - F. computer or 
L. computiire, f. com COM-+putiire clear or 
settle (an acC"ount), reckon, think, rei. to 
putus unmixed (esp. in argentum pilrum 
putum pure silver without alloy). So com
putA·TioN. XV. compu·tER1• XVII. -F. or 
L. Cf. PUTATIVE. 

computus ku·mpji1t;}S set of tables for 
calculating astronomical occurrences and 
dates in the calendar. XIX. late L., 'com
putation', in medL. as above, rei. to prec. 
So co·mputiST one skilled in the computus. 
XVII. - medL. computista. 

comrade k<>·mr;}d, kn·mr;}d close com
panion. XVI. Earlier camerade, camarade, 
com(m)erade, cumrade- F. camerade, cama
rade (orig. fem.)- Sp. camarada (i) barrack
room, (ii) chamber-fellow, mate, f. camara 
CHAMBER; see -ADE. The stress was orig. on 
the final syll., as in Sh. (varying with 
co·mrade) and Milton. 

comstockery ko·mstokari opposition to 
realism in literature or art. xx (1905, G. B. 
Shaw). f. name of A. Comstock, an Ameri
can who attacked the nude in art; see -ERY, 

comtism ko·tizm positivism. XIX. - F. 
comtisme, f. name of Auguste Comte (1798-
1857), French philosopher; see -ISM. 

con1 kon in the sense 'get to know, learn', 
hence 'get by heart, commit to memory', 
'peruse, scan', and in (dial.) phr. con thank(s), 
from OE. pane cunnan ( = ON. kunna ppkk); 
differentiated var. of ME. crmne, OE. cunnan 
know (see CAN 2); not clearly evidenced 
(with pt. and pp. conned) before xv, earlier 
instances of conne, konne being normal 
graphic vars. of cunne. A specially inter
esting ex. is 'I can konne more by herte in 
a day than he can in a weke' (Palsgr.). 

con2 kon, kAn direct the steering of (a ship) 
from a commanding position. XVII (cun, 
con). Reduced form of tcond, tcund (xvn), 
shortening of tcondie, tcondue (xiv)- (O)F. 
conduire :- L. condiicere CONDUCT. Survives 
mainly in conning-tower pilot-house of a 
warship or submarine XIX. 

con• see PRol, 



CON 

con4 (U.S.) short for CONFIDENCE (man, 
trick). XIX. 

con- k;m, k~n comb. form of L. prep. com 
(later cum) with, used regularly before all 
consonants except b, m, h, r, and l; see COL-, 
COM-. In OF. conv- was reduced to cov-, 
e.g. COVENANT, COVET; many Eng. adop
tions preserve this, but in some words con
was restored, e.g. CONVE:<~T, the orig. form 
of which survives in the name of Co~·ent 
Garden, London. For the meaning see co:vr -. 

conacre ku·neib.r in Ireland, letting by 
a tenant of land prepared for a crop. XIX. 
orig. corn-acre, i.e. CORN1, ACRE. 

conation kounei· J~n (philos.) faculty of 
volition. XIX. - L. ci5natio(n-), f. conat-, 
conari endeavour; see -ATION. So conATIVE 
kou·n<ltiv. XIX. 

concatenate bnkre·tlneit link together. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of late L. concatenare,- f. com 
CON--j-catena CHAIN; see -ATE 3 • So co:n
catenA·TroN. XVII. -F. or L. 

concave b·nkeiv hollow )( conve:<:. xv. 
- L. concavus (perh. through F. concm•e), 
f. com CON--j-cavus hollow. So conca·vity. 
XIV. -F. or late L,; see CAVE, CAVITY. 

conceal k;:nsi·l keep from being seen or 
known. XIV (Barbour). -OF. canceler- L. 
ccnceliire, f. com coN--1-celare hide, f. base 
*'kel- (cf. CELL, CLANDESTINE, OCCGLT). So 
concea·lMENT. XIV. -OF. concelement, 
f. canceler. 

concede bnsi·d grant, yield. XVII. -F. 
conceder or its source L. concedere with
draw, yield; see coN- and CEDE. So con
cessiON k~nse·J;m. XVI. -F. or L. 

conceit bnsi·t tconception, thought; per
sonal opinion XIV (Ch.); fanciful opinion, 
etc., fancy xv; for self-conceit xvrr. f_ co.N
CEIVE on the analogy of the pairs deceive, de
ceit, receive, receipt, which have F. originals. 
The sense-development was infl. by It. con
cettc (:-late L. conceptus CONCEPT), which 
the Eng. word was prob. designed to repre
sent. Hence conceit vb. xvi. concei·ted. 
xvr. f. vb. or sb.; see -ED2• 

conceive bnsi·v become pregnant (with) 
XIII; take into the mind XIV; formulate in 
words xvr. -OF. conceiv-, tonic stem of 
concevoir, for *'conceivre = Pr. concebre, Sp. 
concebir, It. concepire :- L. concipere take to 
oneself, be pregnant, comprehend mentally, 
express, f. com CON--t-capere take (cf. CAP
TIVE). So concei•VABLE XVI. 

concentrate k;rns<lntreit bring to a com
mon centre. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. *'con
centrare (cf. F. concentrer, It. concentrare, 
Sp. concentrar), modelled on concentricus; 
see -ATE3 • So concentrA·TrON. XVII. con
ce·ntre. xvr. - F. concentrer- L. con
centric k;mse·ntrik having a common 
centre. XIV (Ch.; rare before XVII; con
centrical from XVI). - (O)F. concentrique or 
medL. -icus; see CON-, CENTRE, -IC. 

CONCILIAR 

conception k~nse·pf<ln action of conceiv
!ng _in .the womb XIII; apprehension, 
tmagmatwn XIV; notion XVII. - (O)F. 
conc~ption- L. conceptio(n-); f. concept-, 
conczpere co:<~CEIVE; see -TION. So concept 
ku·nsept tthought, opinion, etc. XVI; 
(philos.) XVII. -late L. conceptus, f. pp. 
stem of concipere. conce·ptuAL. xvn. 
- medL. conceptualis, f. conceptus; hence 
conce·ptualrsT (scholastic philos.) XVIII, 
-ISM xrx; cf. F. conceptualisme, G. -ismus. 

concern k;Jns;i·.rn tdiscern; sc. relate to xv • 
engage the attention of XVI; pass. be inter~ 
estcd, involved. XVII. - (O)F. concerner or 
late L. concernere sift, distinguish, in medL. 
have respect or reference to, f. com CON--t
cernere sift, f. base *ker- (cf. CERTAIN). 
Somewhat earlier in prp. conce·rning (xv) 
in uses leading to its use as prep. prob. 
modelled on a similar use of F. con~ernant. 
Hence conce·rn sb. xvr. 

concert1 ku·ns~.rt harmony; musical per
formance. XVII. -F. concert- It. CONCERTO. 

concert• bns;i·.rt tunite XVI; arrange by 
agreement XVII. - F. concerter- It. con
certare bring into agreement or harmony, 
of obscure origin (identity with L. concertare 
contend, dispute is improbable). con
certina kuns;J~ti·n;J musical instrument 
with bellows and keys. XIX (invented by 
Sir Charles Wheatstone, r829). f. CONCERT1 

+-ina, after seraphina. 

concerto k;Jntf;i· .rtou, k;Jns;i· .rtou musical 
composition for solo instruments accom
panied by orchestra. XVIII. It., f. concertare 
(see CONCERT 2). 

concession k;Jnse·J;Jn conceding or thing 
conceded. XVI. - (O)F. concession or L. 
concessii5(n-), f. concess-, pp. stem of con
cedere CONCEDE; see -roN. So conce·ssiVE 
(chiefly gram.). xvm. -late L. 

concetto kuntfe·ttou literary conceit. XVIII. 
It. :- L. conceptu-s (in late L.) thought, 
purpose (see CONCEPT). 

conch bl)k shell, shell-fish. xvr. - L. 
concha bivalve, mussel, pearl oyster, shell 
of snail, etc. -Gr. k6gkhe (cf. Skr. favkhds 
conch). The earliest Eng. form was perh. 
conche, pl. conches; cf. the surviving alterna
tive pronunc. kuntJ. 

conchy b·nJi colloq. shortening of con
scijentious objector (sc. to military or other 
service). xx. Cf. -Y6 • 

concierge k5si;i· .13, II k5sjer3 janitor, care
taker. XVIL F_, OF. cumcerges (whence 
medL. consergius) :- Rom. *'conservius, 
alteration of L. conservus fellow slave (see 
coN-, SERF), after consocius companion. 

conciliar bnsi-!i;J.r pert. to a council. 
XVII. f. L. concilium COUNCIL-J--AR, 
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CONCILIATE 

conciliate bnsi-lieit gain the goodwill of, 
win over; reconcile. XVI. f. pp. stem of 
L. conciliare combine, unite, procure, gain, 
win, f. concilium meeting, union, COUNCIL; 
see -ATE 3

• So conciliA·TION. xv1. - L. 
conci·liATOR. XVI. - L. conci·liaTORY. 
XVI. 

concinnity bnsi·nlti congruity; elegance 
of li.terary style. XVI. - L. concinnitas, f. 
concznnus skilfully put together, well 
adjusted, elegant, neat; see -ITY. 

concise k;msai·s expressed in few words. 
XVI. - F. concis-e or L. concisus divided, 
broken up, brief, pp. of conc'idere cut or 
divide up, f. com CON- (intensive)-1-ca:dere 
cut (cf. CJESURA), 

conclave b·nkleiv tprivate chamber; 
private place of assembly of cardinals XIV 
(assembly of cardinals for election of pope 
XVII); (gen.) private assembly XVI. - F. 
conclave- L. conclave, f. com co:-<-+clavis 
key (cf. CLAVICLE). 

conclude bnklii·d tenclose, include; 
bring or come to a close, settlement, deci
sion; infer, prove. XIV. - L. concladere (in 
the above senses), f. com co-::-:;-+claudere 
shut (cf. CLOSE). So concluSION k;mklii· 3an 
end, issue; inference; tproposition; tcx
periment; decision. XIV. - (O)F. conclusion 
or L. concliisio(n-), f. concliis-, conclzldere. 
So conclusiVE bnklii·siv. XVI. -late L. 

concoct bnb·kt tmaturate (metals); 
tdigest (food) XVI; compose, devise XVII. 
f. concoct-, pp. stem of L .. concoquere digest, 
put up with, mature, consider, reflect upon, 
f. com CON-+coquere cook, f. coquus cooK. 
So conco·cTION. XVI. - L. 

concomitant kank;rmit;mt accompanying 
or attendant (person or thing). XVII. - prp. 
of late L. concomitari accompany, f. com 
coN-+ comitari, f. comit-, comes companion; 
see couNT 2, -ANT. So conco·mitANCE co
existence (spec. theol.). XVI. - medL. 

concord b·IJk5:rd, b·nk5:rd agreement, 
harmony. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. con
corde- L. concordia, f. concord-, concors of 
one mind, f. com CON-+cor HEART. So con
cordANCE kank5·:rdans A. alphabetical 
register with citations of words contained 
in a work (orig. and esp. the Bible) XIV; 
B. agreement xv. - F. concordance- medL. 
concordantia, f. prp. stem of concordare 
agree, f. concors; the use in A was orig. pl. 
(medL. concordantire), each series of parallel 
passages being a concordantia. So con
co•rdANT agreeing. xv. concordat kan
k5·:rdret agreement, compact. XVII. -F. 
concordat or L. concordatum, sb. use of n. 
pp. of concordare, after the formula 'trans
actum, compositum, et concordatum est' 
(it has been concluded, arranged, and 
agreed). 

concourse k<>·IJk5:rs, k<>·n- running or flow
ing together, meeting XIV; concurrence; 

CONDIMENT 

assemblage XVII. ME. concours- (O)F. con
cours - L. concursu-s, f. concurs-, concurrere 
run together, CONCUR. 

concrete k<>·nkrit, k<>·IJ-, (formerly) k<>nkri-t 
tunited, composite; opp. to abstract XIV 
(Trev.); sb. concreted mass XVII; composi
tion of gravel or sand and cement XIX. -F. 
concret or L. concretus, pp. of concrescere 
grow together, f. com CON-+crescere grow 
(see CRESCENT). So concre·TION. XVI. 
-F. -L. 

concubine k<>•IJkjubain. XIII. - (O)F. con
cubine- L. concubina, f. com CON-+cub
lie down (cf. CUBICLE). So concubinAGE 
kankju·binid3. XIV. -F. concu·binARY 
(one) living in concubinage. XVI. - medL. 
concubinarius; cf. F. concubinaire. 

concupiscence kankjii·pisans vehement 
desire; libidinous desire, lust. XIV. - (O)F. 
concupiscence - late L. concupiscentia, f. 
concupiscent-, prp. stem of concupiscere, 
inceptive of concupere, f. com CON-+cupere 
desire; see CUPIDITY, -ENCE. So con
cu•pisCIBLE vehemently to be desired xv; 
vehemently desirous XIV. 

concur bnk;i·;r tcollide, converge xv; fall 
together, coincide; agree in action or 
opinion xv. - L. concurrere, f. com CON-+ 
currere run (see couRsE). So concurrENT 
kA·rant. XIV (Trev.). concu·rrENCE. xv; cf. 
medL. concurrentia. 

concussion bnkA· Jan violent agitation xv; 
injury due to the shock of a blow, etc. XVI. 
- L. concussio(n-), f. concuss-, pp. stem of 
concutere dash together, shake violently, 
f. com CON-+quatere shake (cf. QUASH); see 
-ION. 

condemn kande·m pronounce adverse 
judgement on. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. 
condem(p)ner (mod. condamner)- L. con
dem(p)nare, f. com coN-+damnare DAMN. 
So condemnA·TION. XIV. -late L. 

condense bnde·ns increase the density of 
xv; reduce from vapour to liquid XVII. 
- (O)F. condenser or L. condensare, f. con
densus very dense; see CON-, DENSE. So 
condensA·TION. XVII. -late L. 

condescend bndise·nd tsettle down to 
XIV (Ch.); bend down to, tbe complaisant, 
agree xv. - (O)F. condescendre- ceciL. 
condescendere stoop (fig.), in medL. accede, 
agree to, f. com coN-+descendere DESCEND. 
So condesce·nsiON. xvn. - ecc!L. 

condign kandai·n tof equal worth xv; 
tworthy, deserving xv; deserved, fitting, 
esp. in condign punishment, a phr. derived 
from Tudor acts of parliament xv. - (O)F. 
condigne (XIV in amende condigne fitting fine) 
- L. condignus wholly worthy, f. corn CON
(intensive)+dignus worthy (cf. DIGNITY). 

condiment k<>·ndimant seasoning, relish. 
xv. - L. condfmentum, f. condire preserve, 
pickle, embalm, by-form of condere pre
serve, prop. put together, prob. modelled 
on satire season with salt (beside sal(l)ere). 

[zox] 



CONDITION 

condition bndi·f::m convention, stipula
tion; mode of being. xrv. -OF. condicion 
(mod. condition), corr. to Pr. condicio, It. 
condizione, etc. - L. condicio(n-) agreement, 
compact, terms, situation, state, rei. to 
condicere agree upon, promise, lit. talk over 
together, f. com co:-~-+dicere declare, say 
(cf. DICTION); for the stem dlc- cf. dicio 
authority, sway, ABDICATE, DEDICATE, I:-!DI
CATE, PREDICATE. So condi·tionAL. XIV. 
-OF. condicionel (mod. -tionnel) or late L. 
condicioniilis (juridical term). 

condole bndou·l tsorrow greatly; ttrans. 
grieve with or over XVI ; express sympathy 
with XVII. - ChrL. condolere, f. com coN-+ 
dolere suffer pain, grieve (see DOLOt:R). So 
condo·lENCE tsympathetic grief; outward 
expression of sympathy. XVII. f. the vb.; 
but in the second sense orig. in the form 
tcondoleance, later modified to tcondolance, 
- F. condoleance (f. condouloir, under the 
influence of doliance); hence the stress on 
the second syll. 

condominium bnd;:,mi·ni;:,m joint rule. 
XVIII (Burnet). modL., f. CON-+L. domi
nium lordship (cf. DOMINION). 

condone bndou·n overlook and forgive 
(an offence). XIX (dating from the Divorce 
Act of r857; in dictionaries of XVII-XVIII 
merely an anglicization of the L. word 
without reference to use). - L. condoniire 
deliver up, surrender, refrain from punish
ing as a favour, f. com CON- altogether+ 
doniire give (cf. DO:-!ATIO:\f, PARDON), a term 
of canon law with spec. reference to viola
tion of the marriage vow. So condonA·TION. 
xvrr. - L.; adopted from casuistic use. 

condor k;:,·nd5.t large S. American bird of 
the vulture kind. XVII. - Sp. condor- Peru
vian cuntur. 

condottiere bnd<>tie;:,·ri leader of merce
nary troops. XVIII (:Vlrs. Radcliffe). It., f. 
condotto leadership, CONDUCT+ -iere, agent
suffix :- L. -iirius -ARY. 

conduce k::mdju·s tlead xv; tengage, hire; 
contribute, lead, or tend to xvr. - L. condii
cere bring together (and all the above senses), 
f. com CON-+ducere lead (see DUCT). Hence 
condu·ciVE conducing to. XVII; after 
earlier conductive (XVI; cf. F. tconductif). 

conduct b·ndAkt guiding, leading (sur
viving in safe conduct) ; management xv; 
manner of conducting oneself XVII. - L. 
conductus, f. conduct-, condiicere (see CON
DlJCE). Preceded by conduit(e), condut(e), 
-dyt (xrrr-XVI)- OF. conduit, (also mod.) 
conduite- medL. conductus, Rom. *conducta 
(cf. Pr. conduch, Sp. conducto, -ducta, It. con

CONFEDERATE 

XVI; conducting (of liquid) XVII; trans
mission of heat, electricity, etc. XIX. - (O)F. 
or L. condu·ctor A. leader, commander 
XVI ; manager XVII ; director of singers and 
musicians XVIII ; B. substance or object that 
conducts heat, etc. XVIII. - (O)F. conducteur 
- L. ; see -OR1

; earlier conduitour, conditour 
(xv)- OF. 

conduit kA·ndit channel or pipe for the 
conveyance of liquid. XIV. ME. condut, 
condit- (O)F. conduit :- medL. conductu-s, 
f. conduct-, pp. stem of condz7cere CONDUCE 
(cf. AQIJEDUCT). 

condyle b·ndil rounded process at the 
end of a bone. XVII. - F. condyle (Pare, XVI) 
- L. condylus- Gr. k6ndulos knuckle (f. base 
meaning 'round object'). 

Condy's fluid b·ndiz flu·id disinfecting 
fluid named after Henry Bollmann Candy, 
English physician. XIX. 

cone koun figure of which the base is a 
circle and the summit a point XVI (in earlier 
use her. tangular division of a shield xv). 
(Also in XVI-XVII con)- F. cone- L. conus 
- Gr. konos pine-cone, geometrical cone, 
conical apex, spinning-top, rei. to HONE. 
So conrc k<>·nik, -ICAL. XVI. - modL. 
conicus- Gr. konik6s. cono- comb. form, 
as in conocuneus XVII, conodont XIX. conoiD 
kou·noid XVII, conoi·dAL XVI. -mod. 
conoides - Gr. konoeides. 

confab b·nfreb. XVIII. colloq. shortening 
of confabulATION k;:,nf[ebjulei· f;>n talk, 
chat. xv. -late L. confabuliitio(n-), f. confabu
liiri converse (see CON- and FABLE), whence 
confa·bulate XVII, which was also formerly 
abbrev. confab. 

confarreation k<>=nfreriei·f::m solemn form 
of marriage among the ancient Romans, 
marked by the offering of a cake of spelt. 
XVI. - L. confarreiitio(n-), f. confarreiire 
unite in marriage in this way, f. com CON-+ 
farreum spelt cake, sb. use of n. of farreus, 
f. far grain, spelt (cf. BARLEY1); see -ATION. 

confection k;>nfe·kf::m compounded medi
cinal preparation; prepared dish, prepara
tion of fruit, etc., conserve, sweetmeat. 
XIV. - (O)F. confection- L. confectio(n-) 
preparation (abstr. and concr.), f. confect-, 
pp. stem of conficere prepare, f. com CON-+ 
facere put, make; see CON-, FACT, -TION. 
Hence, through the vb. confection (xvi), 
confe·ctioner maker of sweetmeats, cakes, 
etc. XVI; see -ER1 ; whence confe·ctionERY 
XVIII. 

datto, -dotta). Cf. CONDUIT. So conduct confederate k::mfe·darat leagued, allied XIV; 
vb. k;:,ndA·kt lead, guide xv (Lydg.); sb. accomplice xv; ally XVI. -late (eccl.) L. 
command XVI; direct, manage XVII. Pre- confrederiitus; see CON-, FEDERATE. So con-
ceded by conduite, -dyte (xv), f. (O)F. federA"TION league, alliance, tconspiracy 
conduit, pp. of conduire; later assim. to the xv; body of states leagued together XVII. 
L. pp. conductus. conducTION kandA·kfan - (O)F. or late L. (Jerome). confe·derACY 
tleading, leadership; tmanagement; thiring (in same senses). XIV. -AN. confederacie. 
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CONFER 

confer bnfa·.I tbring together, collect; 
compare, collate; converse, take counsel; 
bestow. XVI. - L. conferre (in these senses), 
f. com CON-+ferre bring, BEAR 2• The stress 
is as in other direct derivs. from L., defe·r, 
infe·r, as contrasted with differ, o·ffer, 
proffer, suffer, which came through French. 
So conferENCE ko·nbr:ms tcollation, col
lection ; taking counsel, discourse ; meeting 
for consultation. XVI. -F. conference or 
medL. conferentia. 

confess kanfe·s own to, acknowledge, esp. 
guiltily; hear the confession of, shrive. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. confesser = Pr. confessar, 
etc. :- Rom. *confesstire, f. L. confessus, pp. 
of confiteri acknowledge, f. com CON-+fateri 
declare, avow, rei. to ftiri speak, ftibula 
FABLE. So confessiON -fe· Jan acknow
ledgement (of guilt) XIV (Wyclif); matter 
confessed XV ; formulary of belief XVI. 
- (O)F.- L. confe·ssionAL place for hear
ing confessions. XVIII. - F. confessional 
-It. confessionale- medL. confessionlile, sb. 
use of n. sg. of adj. confessor k;mfe·s;u 
(eccl.) one who avows his religion in the 
face of danger but does not suffer martyrdom 
XII; (gen.) one who makes confession (of 
belief, guilt, etc.) XIII; (eccl.) one who hears 
confessions (in this sense often b·nfesa.I, 
with normal stress-development from ME. 
confessou-r) XIV. -AN. confessur, OF. con
fessour (mod. -eur) - ecc!L. confessor, f. 
confess-, confiteri; see -OR1• 

confetti kanfe·ti small sweets used as 
missiles at a carnival, small disks of paper 
so used at weddings. XIX. It., pl. of confetto 
COMFIT. 

confide kanfai·d put faith in. xv. - L. 
confidere, f. com CON- (intensive)+fidere 
trust (see FAITH). So confidENT krnfidant 
trusting, self-assured XVI ; ttrusted, trusty 
XVII; sb. confidential friend or adviser XVII ; 
in the earlier sense- L. confident-, -ens; in 
the later, and as sb.- F. confident- It. 
confidente; in sb. use superseded by con
fidant, fern. -ante (xvii) k::mfid:e·nt (XVIII) 
which are not regular F. forms, but were 
presumably adopted orig. to represent the 
pronunc. of F. confidente (a conventional 
character of the French stage). confiden
TIAL -e·nJal tconfident XVII : done in con
fidence, betokening intimacy XVIII. 

configuration k::mfigjurei·Jan (astron.) 
relative position XVI ; conformation, outline 
XVII. - late L. configiirlitio(n-), f. L. con
figiirlire fashion after a pattern; see CON-, 
FIGURE, -ATION. 

confine kanfai·n have a common boundary 
with, border; keep within bounds, imprison. 
XVI. - F. confiner, f. confins CONFINES, prob. 
after It. confinare. Hence (or- F. confine
ment) confi·neMENT imprisonment XVII; 
childbed XVIII (so to be confined, i.e. to bed, 
XVIII). 

CONFRATERNITY 

confines ko·nfainz (pl.) tregion XIV; boun
daries, borders XVI. -F. confins, tconfines 
- L. confinia, pl. of confine and confinium, 
f. confinis bordering, f. com CON-+finis end, 
limit (pl. fines territory). ( tConfine, as in Sh., 
confinement, enclosure, is prob. f. the vb.) 

confirm kanfa·.Im settle, establish xm ; 
administer confirmation to (superseding 
tbishop, OE. biscopian); strengthen, fortify 
XIV. - OF. confermer (later confirmer)- L. 
confirmlire, f. com CON- (intensive)+firmlire 
strengthen, f. firmus FIRM. So confirmA·
TION eccl. rite conveying special grace for 
the strengthening of the baptized XIV; 
corroboration, ratification XIV. - (O)F.- L. 

confiscate k:>·nfiskeit (formerly) konfi·skeit 
appropriate to the public treasury XVI; 
seize summarily XIX. f. L. confisctit-, -lire, 
f. com CON-+ fiscus chest, treasury ; see 
FISCAL, -ATE 3• Earlier tconfisk XV; cf. (O)F. 
confisquer. So confiscA·TioN. XVI. - L. 

confiteor kanfi·ti5.I form of confession of 
sins. XIII. L., 'I confess', the first word of 
the formula Confiteor Deo Omnipotenti I 
confess to Almighty God, etc. ; see CONFESS. 

conflagration k:>nflagrei· Jan tconsumption 
by fire XVI ; great fire XVI. - L. conflagrli
tio(n-), f. conflagrlire burn up; see CON-, 
FLAGRANT, -ATION. 

conflation bnfiei·J;m blowing or fusing 
together XVII (Bacon) ; fusion of textual 
readings XIX (Westcott & Hort). - ecclL. 
confltitio( n-) fanning (of fire), fusion (of 
metals), f. confltire kindle, effect, fuse; see 
CON-, BLOW', -AT!ON. IJ[ Also XV (Pecock) 
confiation or harmony (of the Gospels). 

conflict k;:,·nflikt encounter in arms, 
struggle. xv. - L. conflictus, f. conflict-, 
pp. stem of confligere, f. com CON-+fligere 
strike (cf. afflict, inflict; profligate). So 
confli·ct contend xv; be at variance, clash 
XVII. f. the pp. stem above. 

confluence k:>·nfiu:ms flowing together, 
junction of streams. XVI. - late L. con
fluentia, f. confluent-, -ens, prp. of confluere; 
see coN-, FLUENT. So co·nfluENT. XVII. 

conform kanf5•Jm bring into or act in 
accordance with a pattern, etc. XIV. - (O)F. 
conformer- L. conformlire; see CON-+FOR..~ 
vb. Hence confo·rmABLE. xvr. con
fo·rmiST. XVII; cf. NONCONFORMIST. So 
conformA·TION. XVI.- L. confo·rmiTY. 
xv. - (O)F. or late L. 

confound k:mfau·nd toverthrow XIII 

(Cursor M.); bring to perdition; throw 
into confusion XIV. -AN. confundre, 
-foundre, (O)F. confondre = Pr. cofondre, 
Cat. confondre :-L. confundere pour together, 
mix up, f. com CON-+fundere (see FUSION). 

confraternity k:>nfrata· .Initi organized 
(religious) brotherhood. xv. - (O)F. con
fraternite- medL. confrliternitlis, f. con
frtiter; see next and -ITY. 
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CONFRERE 

confrere k;>·nfrE~.I tfellow member of a 
fraternity, etc. xv; fellow member of a 
learned body XVII. - (O)F. confrere = Pr. 
confraire, Sp. confrade, It. confrate- medL. 
confrtiter; see CON- and FRIAR. The second 
sense is a mod. readoption from F. 

confront kmfrA·nt stand in front of, face 
with hostility XVI; bring face to face XVII. 
-F. confronter = Pr., Sp. confrontar, It. con
frontare- medL. confrontlire, f. L. com CON
+front-, frons forehead, face, FRONT. 

Confucian bnfju·Jan pert. to the Chinese 
philosopher Confucius. XIX. f. Confucius, 
latinized form of Chinese K'ung Fz1 tsze 
K'ung the (our, your) Master; see -IA~. 

confused bnfju·zd tdiscomfited, con
founded XIV; thrown into disorder, mixed 
XVI. f. (O)F. confus or its source L. confiisus 
(whence tconfuse adj. xrv-xviii), pp. of 
confundere CONFOUND+·ED. Hence con
fu·se vb. in corr. active senses, and in the 
sense 'mix up in the mind'. XVIII. So con
fu·sion tdiscomfiture XIII ; throwing into 
disorder, result of this XIV. - (O)F. or L.; 
cf. FUSION. 

confute kanfju·t prove to be wrong or 
false. XVI. - L. corifiitlire check, restrain, 
answer conclusively, f. cum co~-+ *fiit-, 
as in refiitlire REFUTE. Cf. F. confuter. So 
confUtA'TION XV. 

conge k5·jei !eave, permission. xvr. -F. 
conge, adopted earlier (xv) as congie, CONGEE 
(lasting till xrx). 

congeal bnd3i·l make or become solid as 
by freezing. XIV (Gower, :vlaund.). - (O)F. 
congeler - L. congelare, f. com CON--+-gelare 
(see GELID). 

congee k;>·nd3i tleave to depart, passport 
xv; bow on taking leave xvr. -OF. congie 
(mod. conge) = Pr. comjat, Cat. comiat, It. 
commiato (It. congedo- F.) :- L. commeiitu~s 
passage, leave to pass, leave of absence, 
furlough, f. com coM-+meiire go, pass. 
Since late XVII remodelled on modF. and 
spelt conge; in law F. conge d'elire (xvr) per
mission (to a cathedral chapter) to elect (to 
a vacant see). 

congee see coNJEE. 

congener b·nd3ina:~ member of the ~arne 
class or group. XVIII. - L. congener, f. com 
CON-+gener-, GE~US. 

congenial bnd3i·nial of the same dis
position or temperament XVII; suited to 
one's taste XVIII. - modL. *congenialis, f. 
L. com CON--j-GENIUS, after GENIAL. 

congenital kand3e·nital dating from one's 
birth. XVIII. f. L. congenitus born along 
with, connate, f. com CON-+genitus, pp. of 
gignere produce (see GENITAL). 

conger b·IJg~.z large species of eel. XIV. 
- (O)F· congre :- L. congrus, also conger, 
- Gr. g6ggros. 

CONIFER 

congeries k;>nd3ia·riiz, -d3e·riiz massed 
collection. XVII. - L. congeries heap, pile, 
f. congerere (see next). 

congestion bnd3e·stJ:m taccumulation 
XVI; (med.) of blood xv; overcrowded 
state xrx. - (O)F. congestion- L. con
gestio(n-), f. congest-, pp. stem of congerere 
heap together (whence conge·st xvr), f. com 
CON- f-gerere carry ; see GESTURE, ·TION. 

conglomerate bngl;>·m::>r::Jt tmassed to
gether XVI; (physiol.) of complex glands 
XVII; (geol.) formed of fragments cemented 
together (also sb.) xrx. - L. conglomeratus, 
pp. of conglomerlire, f. com CON-+glomer-, 
glomus ball, rei. to globus GLOBE; see -ATE 2

• 

SoconglornerA·TION. XVII (Bacon). -late L. 

congou b·!]gu, -ou black tea. XVIII. -
Chinese (Amoy) kung hu te, for kung fu ch' a 
tea on which labour has been expended, f: 
kung fu work, workman, ch'a TEA. 

congratulate kangne·tjuleit texpress sym
pathetic joy; addresswithexpressions of satis
faction. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. congrlitulliri, 
f. com coN- (intensive)+grlitulari manifest 
one's joy, f. grlitus pleasing; see GRATEFUL, 
-ATE 3 • So congratulA'TION. xv.- L. 

congregation k;>IJgrigei·J::m A. meeting, 
assembly XIV (Ch.); B. orig. in biblical 
language, in O.T. whole body or solemn 
assembly of Israelites XIV; in N.T. whole 
or a particular body of Christians ; body of 
persons assembled for worship XVI ; C. 
religious community )( order xv; special 
committee of the College of Cardinals XVII. 
- (O)F. congregation or L. congregiitio(n-), 
f. congregiire, whence co·ngregate collect 
together XV; see CO~-, GREGARIOUS, -ATE 3

, 

-ATIO~. Hence congrega·tionAL (spec. of 
a form of church polity). XVII. 

congress b·IJgres meeting, union XVI; 
formal assembly of delegates, etc. XVII; 
legislative body of U.S.A. xvm. - L. 
congressu~ (whence F. congres), f. congress-, 
pp. stem of congredi go together, meet, 
f. com CON-+gradi step, walk (see GRADE). 

congressional k;:mgre·f;m::Jl pert. to the 
Congress of the United States. XVIII. f. 
CONGRESS with insertion of -ion- from L. 
congressio(n-) to avoid the awkwardness of 
immed. derivation; see -!OJ , -AL. 

congruent b·l)gru~nt conforming, accor
dant, agreeable. xv. - L. congruent-, -ens, 
prp. of congruere meet together, agree, cor
respond, f. com coN-+ *gruere, ruere fall, 
rush; see RUIN, -ENT. So congruiTY kan
grii'lti conformity, etc. xv. -F. or late L. 
co·ngruous. XVI. f. L. congruus. 

conic see CONE. 
conicopoly k;>nik;>•p::Jli native clerk in the 

Madrll>. Presidency, India. XVII. - Tamil 
kanokka-pillai 'account-man'. 

conifer kou·nif::J.r cone-bearing tree. xrx. 
- L. conifer (Virgil), f. conus coNE. So 
coni·FEROUS cone-bearing. XVII. 



CONJECTURE 

conjecture kand3e·ktfa.z tinterpretation of 
signs, etc. XIV; (formation of) an opinion 
on grounds insufficient for proof XVI. 
- (O)F. conjecture, or L. conjectiira conclu
sion, inference, f. conject-, pp. stem of 
conicere throw together, put together in 
speech or thought (cf. Gr. ov!Lf3ai\i\Etv), 
conclude; see co::<~-, ABJECT (etc.), -URE. 
So conje·cture vb. XIV (Wyclif). - (O)F. 
conjecturer- late L. conjectiiriire; supersed
ing tcorlject xrv(Ch., Trevisa). conje·cturAL 
XVI. -F.- L. 

conjee, congee kv·nd3i water in which 
rice has been boiled. XVII. -Tamil kanji. 

conjoin k<>nd:wi·n join together. XIV (Ch.). 
Late ME. conjoigne, -oyne- (O)F. conjoign-, 
pres. stem of conjoindre- L. conjungere (see 
CONJUNCT). So co·njoint combined, united. 
XVIII (earlier in adv. conjointly Sh.). -F. 
conjoint, pp. of conjoindre. 

con)ugal kv·nd3ligal pert. to husband and 
wife. XVI. - L. conjugiilis, f. conjug-, -ju(n)x 
consort, spouse, f. com coN-+ *jug-, base of 
jungere JOIN; see -AL. So co·njugate joined 
together xv; joined in reciprocal relation 
XVII. - L. conjugiitus, pp. of conjugiire (f. 
jugum YOKE), whence co·njugate -eit 
tcouple, yoke; inflect (a verb) in its various 
forms XVI. See -ATE 2 and conjugA'TION 
earliest in gram. sense xv. - L. 

conjunct kv·nd3A!]kt joined together. xv. 
- L. conjunctus, pp. of conjungere, f. com 
CON-+jungere JOIN; cf. CO::<!JOINT. So con
junCTION bnd3A'IJkfan union, connexion 
(gen. and astron.) XIV (Ch., Barbour, Tre
visa); (gram.) connecting particle XIV 
(Wyclif). - (O)F. conjonction- L. con
junctionem, f. conjungere ; in gram. sense 
L. conjunctio tr. Gr. a6v3EO!Los con
ju·nctiVE. xv. - late L. conju·nctivr·ns 
inflammation of the membrana conjunctiva 
'conjunctive membrane' lining the inner 
surface of the eyeball. 

conjure A. bnd3ua·J constrain by oath or 
by a sacred invocation XIII; B. kA·nd3a.I 
affect or effect by jugglery XVI. - (O)F. 
conjurer to plot, exorcise, adjure = Pr., Sp. 
conjurar, It. congiurare :- L. conjuriire band 
together by an oath, conspire, in medL. 
invoke, f. com co::<r-+jiiriire swear, f. j!lr-, 
j!ls right, law (cf. JURY). Hence conjurer 
k"·nd3ar;u one who conjures spirits XIV; 
one who practises legerdemain xvm. Partly 
-AN. conjurour, OF. conjurere, -eor
medL. conjuriitor, -orem; see -ER1• 

conk kv!]k (sl.) nose. XIX. prob. an applica
tion of CONCH. 

conkers b·l)bJz children's game played 
orig. with snail-shells, later with chestnuts 
on a string. XIX. f. dial. conker snail-shell, 
presumably f. CONCH; assoc. with conquer. 

connate k;)'neit existing from birth, con
genital; cognate XVII; congenitally united 
XVIII. - late L. conniitus, pp. of connasci, f. 
com CON-+nasci be born (see NATAL). 

CONSCIENCE 

connect k;me·kt join together XVII; asso
ciate XVIII. - L. connectere (conectere), f. 
com co::<r-+nectere bind, fasten (cf. NExus). 
Hence conne·ctrvE. XVII ; superseding 
tconnexive (xvr)- L. connexivus. So con
neXION, connecTION kane·kf;m joining 
or linking together XIV (Trev.); causal or 
logical relation XVII ; personal relation, as 
by family; body of persons related by 
political or religious bonds XVIII. - L. 
connexio(n-), f. connex-, connectere; cf. (O)F. 
connexion. 

conning-tower see coN•. 
connive kanai•v shut one's eyes to, wink 

at. XVII. - F. conniver (a)- L. connivere 
(conivere) shut the eyes, f. com CON-+ 
*nivere, rei. to nictiire (see NICTITATION). 
So conni·vANCE. XVI. orig. connivence- F. 
connivence or L. conniventia; the sp. -ance 
has prevailed since c. r7oo. 

connoisseur kvniso·.z critical judge of 
matters of taste. XVIII. F., earlier sp. of 
connaisseur, f. connaiss-, ppl. stem of con
na!tre, f. cognoscere ascertain, learn, f. com 
co- (intensive)+ *gnoscere KNOW. 

connote k<>nou·t imply in addition or as 
a consequence. XVII. - scholastic L. conno
tiire mark in addition, f. com CON-+notiire 
NOTE. So connotA'TION. XVI. - medL. 

connubial kanju·bi<Jl pert. to marriage. 
XVII. - L conniihitilis, f. connz7bium marriage, 
wedlock, f. com CO::<r-+mlbere marry; see 
NUPTIAL and -IAL, 

conquer kv·l)b.I twin, esp. by fighting; 
overcome by force. XIII. - OF. conquerre 
= Pr. conquerre :- Rom. *conquerere, for 
L. conqufrere seek for, procure, gain, win 
(whence It. conquidere), f: com CON-+ 
qurerere seek (see QUERY). So conqueror 
kv·l)bra.r. XIII (Cursor M.). -AN. con
querour, OF. -eor, nom. -ere, f. conquerre; 
see -oR1• conquest k<>·!]kwest acquisition 
by force of arms XIII (Cursor M.); (leg.) 
acquisition otherwise than by inheritance 
(Sc.) xv (earlier conquese). -OF. conquest 
( = Pr. conquest, It. conquisto), conqueste, 
mod. conqu&e ( = Pr. conquesta, Sp., Pg. 
conquista), repr. sb. uses of n. and fern. of 
Rom. *conquestus, pp. of *conquerere. 

consanguinity kvnsleqgwi·nlti blood-
relationship. XIV (Wyclif). - L. consangui
nitiis, f. consanguineus of the same blood, 
f. com CON--t-sanguin-, sanguis blood; see 
SANGUINE, -ITY. 

conscience kv•nf;ms moral sense of right 
and wrong XIII; tconsciousness, inmost 
thought; tconscientiousness XIV. - (O)F. 
conscience = Pr., Sp. conciencia, It. co
scienza - L. conscientia privity of knowledge, 
consciousness, f. conscire know or be privy 
with (another or oneself); see CON- and 
SCIENCE. (Superseded ME. inwit.) So 
conscientiOus konfia·nfas obedient to 
conscience, scrupulous. xvn.- F. conscien
cieux - medL. conscientiosus. co·nscionABLE 
ko·nJanabl conscientious, scrupulous. XVI. 
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CONSCRIPT 

f. tconscionis, var. of conscience+-ABLE; cf. 
t-conscioned -conscienced (xvi-xvn), tcon
scionless (xvii). Now familiar in UNCON
SCIONABLE. conscrous k;,·nf;~s tprivy to 
a thing with another or within oneself 
(L. conscius alicui rei, conscius sibi alicujus 
rei, de aliqua re); aware of; known to oneself. 
XVII. f. L. conscius, f. com CON-+ "'sci-, base 
of scire know. 

conscript b·nskript enrolled or elected as 
a senator (L. patres conscripti fathers elect) 
xv ; enrolled by compulsory enlistment 
r8oo (as a sb. after F. conscrit). - L. con
scriptus, pp. of conscribere enrol, f. com CON
+scribere write (cf. SCRIPTURE). So con
scri·pnoN tenrolment XIV; compulsory en
listment r8oo (after F. conscription, which was 
introduced in connexion with the law of the 
French Republic, 5 Sept. 1798, which dealt 
with this). -late L. Hence by back-forma
tion conscri·pt vb. XIX (orig. U.S. r8r3). 

consecrate k;,·nsikreit devote to a sacred 
purpose xv; dedicate XVI ; make sacred 
XVII. f. (after tconsecrate pp. XIV) L. con
secrtit-, -tire, f. com CON- (intensive)+ 
sacrtire dedicate, f. sacr-, sacer SACRED; see 
-ATE3• So consecrA'TION. XIV (Wyclif, 
Trevisa). - (O)F. or L. 

consecution k:>nsikju·J;~n logical sequence 
XVI ; succession XVII. - L. conseczltiii(n-), f. 
conseciit-, -sequi follow closely; see CON
SEQUENCE, and -TION. So consecutiVE 
bnse·kji1tiv following continuously or 
successively XVII; (gram.) expressing conse
quence XIX. -F. consecutij- medL. con
seci'itfvus. 

consensus k;~nse·ns:Js general agreement, 
orig. physic!.. (of parts of the body), after 
Hausner, 'De consensu partium humani 
corporis', I556. XIX. - L., f. consens-, pp. 
stem of consentire CONSENT. 

consent kmse·nt voluntary agreement or 
acquiescence XIII ; agreement, accord XIV. 
-OF. consente, f. consentir (whence con
se·nt vb. XIII) = Pr., Sp. consentir, It. 
consentire - L. consentfre agree, accord, f. 
com CON-+sentire feel (see SENSE). tj[The 
sb. when spelt concent was liable to con
fusion with concent (XVI) harmony, concord 
- L. concentus. 

consequence b·nsikw:Jns thing resulting, 
logical result XIV; importance, moment 
(orig. in phr. of consequence prop. having 
issues or results) XVI. - (O)F. consequence 
- L. consequentia, f. consequent-, consequi 
follow closely ; see SEQUENCE. So co·nse
quENT resulting xv; earlier in co·nse
quently (xv), based on L. consequenter or 
F. consequemment. conseque·ntiAL. XVII. 

conservancy k;~ns5·lv:Jnsi control of, 
(hence) commission controlling, a port, 
river, etc. XVIII ('The Jurisdiction and Con
servancy of the River Thames', R. Griffiths, 
1746). Alteration, by assim. to -ANCY, of 
tconservacy (xv-xvm)- AN. conservacie 
(pur la conservacie de les ditz graundes rivieres 

CONSISTORY 

Act of 9 Henry VI c. 9)- AL. conservtitia 
(see -ACY), by-form of L. conservtitiii CON
SERVATION. 

conservatoire k5servatwar academy for 
instruction in music, dancing, declamation. 
(The earliest of these ·were the It. conserva
torio~. which originated in hospitals for 
orphans and foundlings at which a musical 
education was given.) XVIII. F., - It. 
consen>atorio- modL. conservtitiirium, sb. 
use of neut. of late L. conserviitiirius, f. con
serviit-, -tire to preserve, CONSERVE. So 
conservatORY bns;i·Jv:Jt:Jri tpreservative 
XVI ; tstorehouse ; greenhouse for tender 
plants XVII (Evelyn); (U.S.) conservatoire 
XIX. - late L. 

conserve k:Jns;i·lv preserve safely. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. conserver = Sp. conservar, 
It. conservare - L. consen·tire; see CON
(intensive) and SERVE. So conse·rve sb. 
tpreservative XIV (Gower); medicinal or 
confectionery preparation xvr. - (O)F. con
serve = It., Sp., medL. conserva, f. the vb. 
conservA·TION preservation in being XIV 
(Ch.); conservancy xv; c. of energy, etc. XIX. 
- (O)F. or L. conse·rvatiVE preservative 
XIV (Ch.); (in politics) I830 (J. W. Croker); 
hence conse·rvatiSM 1835· 

consider k:Jnsi·d:Jl regard or contemplate 
attentively, take carefully into account. XIV 
(Barbour, Ch.)- (O)F. considerer = Pr. 
cosirar, Sp. considerar, etc., - L. conside
rtire, f. corn CON- (intensive)+ base *sider-, 
found also in desidertire DESIRE. consi·der
ABLE tthat can be considered XV; tthat 
should be considered XVI ; worthy of con
sideration, large in amount, etc. XVII. -

medL. considertibilis; in F. XVI. consider
A'TION tcontemplation, survey XIV (Ch.); 
attentive thought XIV (Wycl. Bible); taking 
into account; thoughtfulness XV; estimation; 
recompense, equivalent XVI. - (O)F. - L. 

consign kmsai·n tattest, confirm xv; 
tmark with the cross ; hand or make over 
XVI. -F. consigner = Pr., Sp. consegnar, 
It. consegnare- L. consigntire attest with a 
seal, f. com CON- (intensive)+signtire SIGN. 

consist k;~nsi·st have a certain existence, 
be composed of or comprised in XVI; be 
congruous with XVII. - L. consistere stand 
still, remain firm, exist, f. com CON- (inten
sive) +sistere place, stand firm or still, stop 
(see STATE). Cf. F. consister. So consi·s
tE~CE, -ENCY material coherence or solidity, 
XVI. -F. consistance, t-ence (corr. to Pr., 
Sp. consistencia, It. consistenza) or late L. 
consistentia. consi·stENT tremaining still 
XVI; agreeing, esp. self-consistent xvn. 

consistory k;~nsi·st:Jri tcouncil-chamber; 
council; (eccl.) bishop's court, papal 'senate' 
XIV; court of presbyters XVI. -AN. con
sistorie = (O)F. consistoire, Pr. consistori, It. 
consistorio -late L. consistiirium ; see CONSIST, 
-ORY. (The older pronunc. ME. co•nsistorie 
led to a contr. form tco·nstorie.) Hence 
consisto·riAL. xv; after medL. 
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CONSOLATION 

consolation knns<Jlei'fan comfort in dis
tress. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. consolation- L. 
consolatio(n)-, f. consolat-, -tiri. Hence, or 
through F. consoler, console1 bnsou·l 
XVII (Dryden), rep!. tco·nsolate XV-XVIII 
(used by Sh.); see CON- (intensive), SOLACE, 
-ATION. 

console2 b·nsoul (archit.) kind of bracket 
XVIII; ensemble of keyboards and stops in 
an organ XIX. -F. console, obscure deriv. 
of consolider CONSOLIDATE. 

consolidate kansn·lideit make firm or solid. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. consolidare, f. com 
CON- (intensive)+solidare, f. solidus SOLID; 
see -ATE3 • So consolidA·TION in various 
techn. uses, earliest (c. 1400) of the uniting 
of fractured or wounded parts. - late L. 

consols kn·nsnlz, (formerly) kansn·lz. 1770. 
Short for consolidated annuities, the govern
ment securities of Great Britain, consisting 
orig. of a great variety of public securities, 
which were consolidated in 1751 (Act 25 
Geo. II, c. 27) into a single stock. 

consomme k5sn·mei strong meat soup. 
XIX (Byron). F., sb. use of pp. of consommer 
- L. consummdre CONSUMMATE; the nutri
ment of the meat is completely used up. 

consonant ko·nsanant alphabetic or pho
netic element used with a vowel. XIV. -OF. 
consonant- L. consonant-, -dns, sb. use (sc. 
littera letter) of prp. of consondre sound 
together (see CON-, SOUND 2

); so named 
because it can only be 'sounded with' a 
vowel. So co·nsonANT adj. in harmony, 
concordant. xv. co·nsonANCE,xv (Lydg.), 
-ANCY XIV (Trevisa; rare before XVII). 
-(O)F. or L. 

consort1 ko·ns5.rt tpartner, mate xv; ship 
sailing with another; partner in marriage, 
spouse. XVII. -F. consort, fern. -sorte = Sp., 
It. consorte- L. consort-, -sors sharing in 
common, partner, colleague, f. com CON-+ 
sors portion, lot (see SORT); orig. str. conso·rt. 

consort2 k;ms5·.rt taccompany, escort; 
associate or accord with. XVI (Sh.). In the 
first sense f. CONSORT1 ; in the second pro b. 
a reinforcement of sort vb., which was 
commonly so used from c. 1570 onwards. 
So tconsort sb. fellowship; accord; con
cert of music. XVI. Partly a deriv. of the 
verb, suggested by L. consortium partner
ship; partly early form of CONCERT. 

conspectus kanspe·kt<~s general view. XIX. 
- L. conspectus, f. conspect-, pp. stem of 
conspicere look attentively, f. com CON
(intensive) +specere (see ASPECT). 

conspicuous kanspi·kjuas clearly visible. 
XVI. f. L. conspicuus, f. conspicere; see prec. 
and -uous. 

conspire k;mspaia·.r combine privily for 
unlawful purposes, plot. XIV (PPI., Gower). 
- (O)F. conspirer- L. conspirdre agree, 
combine, f. com CON-+spirdre breathe (see 
SPIRIT). So conspirACY kanspi·rasi act of 

CONSTITUTE 

conspmng, plot. XIV (Ch.). -AN. con
spiracie, alteration (cf. conservacy s.v. CON
SERVANCY) of (O)F. conspiration (- L.), 
whence earlier ME. conspiration (XIII, 
Cursor M.), which was superseded by 
conspiracy. conspi·rATOR. xv. -(O)F. -eur. 

constable kA·nstabl chief officer of the 
household, etc. of a sovereign ; governor of 
a royal castle XIII ; officer of the peace XIV. 
ME.- OF. cunestable, conestable (mod. 
conmJtable) = Pr. conestable, Sp. condestable, 
It. conestabile, repr. late L. comes stabuli (v) 
lit. COUNT (i.e. head officer) of the STABLE; 
for the transition of application to the prin
cipal officer of the household and army of 
the Frankish kings, cf. the development of 
the senses of marshal. So constabulARY kan
stle·bjulari tconstable's office or district XVI; 
body of constables XIX preceded by tcon
stablery XV-XVIII. - medL. constabultiria. 

constant kn·nstant steadfast XIV (Ch.); 
invariable XVI. - (O)F. constant- L. con
stant-, -dns, prp. of constdre stand firm; cf. 
COST, STAND, and see -ANT. So co·nstANCY. 
XVI. - L. constantia (whence F. constance). 

constantia kanstle·nJa wine produced on 
the Constantia farms near Cape Town, 
South Africa. XVIII. 

constellation konstalei·fan t(astrol.) rela
tive position of the stars XIV; (astron.) num
ber of fixed stars artificially grouped together 
XIV (Trev.). - (O)F. constellation- late L. 
constellatio(n)-, f. com coN-+stella STAR; see 
-ATION. 

consternation konsta.rnei·Jan amazement. 
XVII. - F. consternation or L. consternti
tio(n-), f. consterndre lay prostrate, terrify, 
f. com CON-+sternere lay low (cf. STRATUM); 
see -ATION. 

constipate ko·nstipeit tpack or bind close 
together; confine the bowels. XVI. f. pp. 
stem of L. constipdre, f. CON-+ stipdre press, 
cram (cf. STIPULATE); see -ATE 3• So con
stipA'TION. XV. -(O)F. or!ate L. Cf. COSTIVE. 

constituent kansti-tjuant jointly consti
tuting XVII ; constituting or appointing 
a representative XVIII ; having the power to 
frame a constitution (after F. assemblee con
stituante, 1789) XIX; sb. one who appoints 
a representative XVII; elector; constituent 
element XVIII. -(partly through F. consti
tuant) L. constituent-, -ens, prp. of constituere; 
see next and -ENT. Hence consti·tuENCY 
body of constituents. XIX (Macaulay). 

constitute b·nstitjiit set up, establish xv; 
make up, form XVI. f. L. constitut-, pp. 
stem of constituere establish, appoint, f. com 
CON- (intensive)+statuere set up (see 
STATUTE). So constitu·noN decree, ordi
ance XIV (Wyclif); nature, disposition XVI; 
mode or principles of state organization 
XVII. - (O)F.- L. Hence constitu·tionAL 
XVII; cf. F. constitutionnel (1785). co·nsti
tutive constructive XVI; formative, com
ponent XVII ; cf. F. constitutij. 
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CONSTRAIN 

constrain kmstrei·n force, compel, con
fine forcibly. XIV (Ch.). -OF. constraindre, 
pres. stem constraign- (mod. contraindre) = 
Pr. costrenlzer, It. costringere :- L. con
stringere bind tightly together; see CON
and STRINGENT. So constrai·nt taffiiction 
XIV (Ch.); compulsion, confinement XVI; 
restraint of natural feelings XVIII. -OF. 
constrainte, fern. pp. sb. f. constraindre. 

constriction bnstri·kJ;m compression xv; 
constricted part XIX. - late L. constrictio(n-), 
f. constrict- (whence constri·ct vb. xvin), 
pp. stem of constringere (whence constri·nge 
vb. xvn); see prec. and -TION. So con
stri·ctor (anat.) constricting muscle XVIII; 
large snake that crushes its prey ( orig. speci
fic name of Boa given by Linnreus 1788) XIX. 
- modL.; see -oRl. 

construct k:mstfA·kt make by fitting parts 
together. XVII. f. construct-, pp. stem of 
L. construere pile up, build, f. com CON-+ 
struere (see STRUCTURE). So constru·cTION 
A. tconstruing XIV; interpretation xv; 
(gram.) syntactical arrangement xvr; B. 
building xv; mode of building, etc. xvr. 
- (O)F.- L. (in the gram. sense in Priscian, 
tr. Gr. avVTag,, SYNTAX). constru·cnvE 
inferential XVII ; pert. to construction XIX; 
cf. F. constructif, late L. constructfvus. 

construe b·nstru, k::mstrii· (gram.) analyse 
the construction of; expound, interpret. 
XIV. - L. construere CONSTRUCT. In school 
use regularly co·nster (from XVI), which 
Walker, 1791, calls 'a scandal to our semi
naries of learning'. 

consubstantiation see TR>\:<rSUBSTANTIA
TION. XVI (Hooker). 

consuetudinary konswitju·dinari book of 
customs or usages. xv. -late L., sb. use 
(sc. tiber book) of consuetiidinarius, f. con
suetiidin-, -tiido CUSTOM; see -ARY. 

consul k:J•nsal supreme magistrate in the 
ancient Roman republic XIV (Wycl. Bible, 
Gower); applied to various magistrates or 
chief officials, spec. head of a merchant com
pany resident in a foreign country xv; repre
sentative agent of a state in commercial 
relations with a foreign country XVI. - L. 
consul 'nominatus qui consularet populum 
et senatum' (Varro), rei. to consultare (see 
next) and consilium COUNSEL. So co·nsulate. 
XIV. - L.; see -ATE1• 

consult bnsA·lt take counsel; provide for, 
take into consideration; seek counsel from. 
XVII. - (O)F. consulter- L. consultare, fre
quent. f. consult-, pp. stem of consulere take 
COUNSEL. So consultA'TION. XV. - (O)F. 
orL. 

consume k;:msjii·m use up destructively 
or wastefully. XIV. -(partly through F. 
consumer) L. consiimere, f. com coN--1-siimere 
take, for "'subsemere, f. subs- up -I-emere take 
(see EMPTION). So consumpTION k:m
SA'mfan using up, wasting away, spec. by 
disease. XIV. - (O)F. consomption- L. con-

CONTEMPLATE 

sumptio(n-), f. consumpt-, consumer e. con
su·mptrVE. xv. - medL. consumptivus; 
cf. (O)F. consomptif. 

consummate kansA·mat pp. tcompleted 
xv; adj. complete, perfect XV. - L. con
summatus. So consummate k;:,·nsameit 
bring to completion. XVI. f. L. consummat-, 
-are, f. com CON-+summa SUM, summus 
highest, utmost, supreme; see -ATE 2 and 3

• 

consummA-TION completion, perfection 
XIV; crowning end XVII (Sh. 'Hamlet' III 

i 63). - (O)F. consommation or L. con
summatio. 

contact ko·ntrekt mutual touch. xvn 
(Bacon). - L. contactus, f. contact-, pp. 
stem of contingere touch closely, border on, 
be CONTIGUOUS to, f. com CON--i-tangere 
touch (cf. TANGENT). Cf. F. contact. 

contadino kmt::Jdi·nou Italian peasant. 
XV!!. It., f. contado COUNTY; cf. -INE1• 

contagion bntei·d3an contagious disease, 
infecting influence XIV (Ch., Trevisa). - L. 
contagio(n-), f. com coN--i-base of tangere 
touch (cf. TA:<rGENT); cf. F. contagion (xvi). 
So conta·giOus. xrv (Ch., Trevisa). -late 
L. contiigiosus (Vegetius ). 

contain k::Jntei·n keep within certain limits 
xm ; have in it, comprise XIV. ME. conteine, 
-tene repr. tonic stem of (O)F. contenir, 
corr. to Pr. contener, -ir, Sp. contener, It. 
contenere :- L. continere, f. com CON--I-tenere 
hold; cf. the ult. related TE:<rD. t][ From the 
same base are abstain, detain, maintain, 
obtain, pertain, retain, sustain ; tenable, 
tenacious, tenant, tenon, tenor ; detenu ; main
tenance, sustenance; abstinence, continence, 
continent, pertinent, retinue; content, reten
tion, sustentation. For the diverse sense-de
velopment of L. contin- see CONTENT1 and 2, 

CONTINENCE, CONTINUAL, COUNTENANCE. 
contakion k:mtre·kion (Gr. Church) hymn 

or anthem occurring in an office. XIX. 
- medGr. kontdkion roll, scroll, liturgical 
hymn, per h. dim. of k6ntax shaft (on which 
a scroll is rolled), f. Gr. kont6s pole. 

contaminate kantre·mineit pollute by con
tact. xv. f. pp. stem of L. contaminiire, f. 
contarnin-, -amen contact, pollution, for 
*contagmen, f. com CON--I- *tag-, base of 
tangere touch; see TANGENT and -ATE3• So 
contamiDA·noN. xv. -late L. 

contango k;:,ntre·l)gou percentage which a 
buyer of stock pays to the seller to postpone 
transfer. XIX. perh. arbitrary formation on 
the analogy of L .. rst pres. sg. in -6, poss. 
with the notion '(I) make contingent'. 

contemn kmte·m treat with contempt. 
xv. -OF. contemner or L. contemnere, f. com 
co:<r- (intensive) + temnere despise. 

contemplate ko·ntampleit, (earlier) km
te·mpleit view with attention. xvr. f. L. 
contempliit-, -iiri, f. com CON-+ templum 
open space for observation, TEMPLE; see 
-ATE 3• So contemplA'TION. XIII (religious 
meditation). - (O)F.- L. contemplatiVE 
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CONTEMPORARY 

kante·mplativ. XIV (c. life )(active life, repr. 
the antithesis of L. vita activa and con
templativa, which depends on Aristotle's 
distinction of 7rpaKTtK6> and 0Ewp7Jr<K6s). 

contemporary kante·mparari belonging 
to the same time. XVII. - medL. contempo
riirius, f. com CON-+tempor-, tempus time, 
after L. contemporiineus (whence contem
pora·DEous XVII and tcontemporane, -anye 
xv) and late L. contemporiilis (whence 
tcontemporal xvn). See TEMPORAL and -ARY. 
The var. form cote·mporary, which was 
of equal date, had equal currency until 
C. 1870. 

contempt kante·mpt act or attitude of 
despising. XIV (Gower). - L. contemptus, 
f. contempt-, pp. stem of contemnere CON
TEMN. So conte·mptiBLE. XIV. - (O)F. or 
late L. conte·mptuous tcontemptible; full 
of contempt. XVI. - medL. contemptuosus. 

contend kante·nd strive. xv. -OF. con
tendre or L. contendere, f. com CON-+ten
de1·e stretch; see TEND1• So conte·nnoN. 
XIV. - (O)F. contention or L. contentio, f. 
content-, pp. stem of -tendere. conte·n
TIOUS. xv. - (O)F. contentieux- L. con
tentiosus. 

content1 b·ntent, kante·nt (usu. pl.) what 
is contained xv; containing capacity or 
extent xv. - medL. *contentum, pl. contenta 
things contained, sb. use of n. of L. con
tentus, pp. of continere CONTAIN. The 
second pronunc. is now somewhat old
fashioned and restricted to the pl. contents. 

content• kante·nt satisfied, gratified. XIV. 
- (O)F. content = Pr. content, Sp., It. con
tento :- L. contentu-s that is satisfied, pp. of 
continere fig. repress, restrain (see CONTAIN). 
So conte·nt vb. satisfy, gratify. xv. - (O)F. 
contenter = Pr., Sp. contentar, It. contentare 
-Rom. (medL.) contentiire, f. contentus. 
conte·ntMENT. xv. -F. contentement. 

content3 kante·nt satisfaction. XVI. irnmed. 
source obscure; perh. f. prec. as a shorter 
form equiv. to the earlier tcontentation (xv) 
or contentment (xv), and carr. to Sp., Pg., 
It. contento. 

conterminous k;mt;'i·.tminas having a 
boundary in common. XVII. f. L. con
terminus, f. com CON-+terminus boundary, 
TERM ; see -ous. 

contest kante·st tbear witness to XVI; 
contend for, dispute XVII. - L. contestiiri 
call to witness, introduce (a suit) by calling 
witnesses, set on foot (an action), f. com 
CON-+testiiri bear witness (cf. TESTAMENT). 
Hence, or - F. conteste (f. the corr. vb.), 
co·ntest sb. wordy strife, (gen.) conflict. 
XVII. 

context ka·ntekst tconstruction, com
positiOn xv ; connected structure of a 
composition or passage, parts immediately 
before and after a given passage XVI. - L. 

CONTRA 

contextus, f. context-, pp. stem of contexere 
weave together, f. com CON-+texere weave 
(see TEXTURE). Hence conte·xtUAL1• XIX. 

contiguous kanti·gjuas touching, adjoin
ing. XVII. f. L. contiguus, f. contingere; 
see CONTACT, CONTAGION, CONTINGENT, and 
-uous. So contigu-ITY. XVII. -late L. 

continence ka·ntinans (sexual) self-re
straint. XIV (R. Rolle). - (O)F. continence or 
L. continentia, f. continent-, -ens, prp. of 
continere restrain, CONTAIN, whence co-n
tinent self-restraining XIV (Wyclif, Tre
visa); tcohering, continuous xv (tcontinent 
land); sb. tcontainer; tsummary; conti
nuous land, mainland XVI (spec. of Europe, 
Asia, etc. XVII) ; in the last sense continent 
corr. to F. continent, It. continente, and repr. 
an ellipt. use of L. terra continens continuous 
land. Hence contine·ntAL1 • xvm. 

contingent kanti·nd3ant liable to happen 
XIV; dependent upon or subject to conditions 
XVI; sb. taccident, possibility XVI; tpro
portion falling to one ; spec. of troops 
contributed to a force XVIII. - L. contingent-, 
-ens, prp. of contingere be CONTIGuous, in 
connexion or in contact, befall, f. com coN
+ tangere touch; see TANGENT. So con
ti·ngENCY. xvi. -late L. 

continual kanti·njual always going on XIV; 
tcontinuous in space, etc. XVI. - (O)F. 
continue[, f. continuer; see next and -AL 1• So 
conti·nuous uninterrupted in space or time. 
XVII. f. L. continuus. continu·ITY. xv. 
- (O)F.- L. continue kanti·nju carry on; 
persist, last. XIV. - (O)F. continuer- L. con
tinuiire make continuous, (less commonly) 
be continuous, f. continuus uninterrupted, f. 
continere in its intr. sense of 'hang together' 
(cf. CONTINENT, the trans. use being repr. 
by CONTAIN). So conti·nUANCE mainten
ance, prolongation; continued state, tdura
tion. XIV (Ch.). -OF. continuA·TION 
tpersistency XIV; prolongation xv ; (pl.) 
gaiters, trousers XIX. - (O)F. - L. con
ti·nuum -juam. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
n. sg. of L. continuus. 

conto ka·ntou a million reis. XVII. Pg. :
L. computu-s COUNT1• 

contort kant5· .1t twist. xv. f. contort-, 
pp. stem of L. contorquere, f. com coN
(intensive)+torquere twist; see TORT. So 
conto·rTION. XVII. - L. 

contour ka·ntu;u outline. XVII (Evelyn). 
-F. contour- It. contorno, f. contornare 
draw in outline, f. con- CON-+tornare TURN. 

contra b·ntra against; adv. on or to the 
contrary XIV; prep., esp. in absol. use in 
pro and contra (abbrev. CON 2) for a motion, 
(etc.) and against it xv; sb. the contrary or 
opposite; now only in per contra on the 
opposite side of the account, as a set-off XVI ; 
orig. an It. banking term. L. contra against 
{adv. and prep.), abl. fern. of a compar. f. 
com, cum with. 
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CONTRA· 

contra- kv·ntr;~ repr. L. prefix contra
(see prec.), denoting opposition or the 
opposite side or direction, which some
what rare in classical L., became ~ommon 
!n later L. and Rom. (in Sp., Pg., It. contra-, 
m F. contre- COUNTER-); see the foil. words. 
q A L. var. contra- occurs in CONTROVERSY. 

b. In It. terms of music contra- denotes a 
part additional to that denoted by the word 
with which it is compounded and written 
below or above it; first in contrappunto 
COUNTERPOINT, and thence transf. to voices, 
as contrattenore COUNTERTENOR, CONTRALTO. 
Applied to instruments it denotes an octave 
below the normal or standard, the notes for 
them being written an octave higher than 
they sound, e.g. contrabbasso, contraffagotto. 

contraband ko·ntr;~brend illegal traffic; 
smuggled goods XVI; anything forbidden 
to be supplied by neutrals to belligerents 
XVIII; also adj. XVII. The present form was 
not current before XVII, the earlier forms 
being tcounterbande (after F. contrebande) 
and contrabanda- Sp. contrabanda- It. 
contrabando (now contrabb-), f. contra (see 
prec.) and banda BAN1• 

contraceptive kontr;~se·ptiv preventive of 
uterine conception. xrx. irreg. f. CONTRA-+ 
coNJCEPTion+-rvE. So contrace·pTION. 
xrx. Superseded earlier anticonception, -live, 
contraceptic. 

contract1 ko·ntrrekt mutual agreement. 
xrv. - OF. contract (mod. contrat) = Pr. 
contract, It. contralto - L. contractu-s, f. pp. 
stem of contrahere; see next. 

contract2 k;~ntrre·kt A. agree upon, make 
a contract; B. incur, be involved in; C. 
reduce in compass or limits. xvr. Based 
partly on earlier contract pp. (now used onlv 
of contracted grammatical forms)- OF. 
contract- L. contractus, pp. of contrahere, 
f. com coN-+trahere draw. So contra·c
TION (now limited to the notions of decrease 
and abbreviation). XIV (Trev.). - (O)F.- L. 
contra·cTOR tcontracting party xvr ; under
taker of a work XVIII. -late L.; see -OR1. 

contradict kontr;~di·kt tspeak in opposi
tion to; declare untrue. xvr. f. contradict-, 
pp. stem of L. contradicere, orig. contra 
dicere speak against. So contradi·cTION. 
XIV. - (O)F.- L. contradi·ctoRY2 adj. and 
sb. xrv. -late L. contradictorius. See 
CONTRA-, DICTION. 

contralto bntrre·ltou (mus.) part or voice 
next above the alto. XVIII (earlier contrealt). 
-It., f. CONTRA- b and ALTO; cf. COUNTEH
TENOR. 

contraption kmtrre·pf;:~n colloq. (ingeni
ous) device. xrx. Of western dial. and U.S. 
origin ; perh. f. contrive, vaguely after de
ceivefdeception, by assoc. with TRAP1• 

CONTRITE 

cov:--;TERPOI::-:T+-AL. So contrapu·ntrsT. 
XVIII. - It. contrappuntista. 

contrary . ~;)'ntr;~ri opposed, opposite; 
tantagomstlc. XIV (R. Rolle). - A."J. con
trarie, (O)F. contraire (whence ME., Sc. 
tcontrair) = Sp., It. contrario- L. con
trariu-s, f. contra against, opposite; see 
CONTRA, -ARY and cf. adversary. (Con
trarious was earlier XIII- OF. contrarious 
- medL. contrariosus.) Regularly stressed 
contra·ry till XVIII, but this is stigmatized as 
'illit~rate and vulgar' by Walker, 1791; its 
use 1s perpetuated (in the sense of 'perverse 
obstinate') dial. and by the nurserv rhym~ 
'Mary, Mary, quite contrary'. So con
trariETY bntr,rai-iti. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
-late L. ; contrariosity was earlier (R. 
Rolle). co·ntrariwrsE. xv; earlier on the 
contrary wise xrv (R. Rolle). 

contrast b·ntrast A. tcontention xvr; B. 
(in art) juxtaposition of varied forms, etc., 
to heighten effect; hence gen. XVIII. -F. 
contraste- It. contrasto (corr. to Pr. contrast, 
Sp. contraste) strife, opposition, f. contrastare 
withstand, strive :- medL. contrastdre, i.e. 
contra against, stare STAND. So contrast 
bntra·st (in art) set in contrast. XVII 
(Dryden). -F. contraster- It. contrastare. 

contravallation b:ntr;:~vrelei·f;:~n (forti£.) 
works constructed by besiegers against 
sorties of the besieged. XVII. - F. contreval
lation or It. contravallazione, f. L. contra 
CONTRA+ valldtio(n-) entrenchment, f. 
late L. valldre entrench, f. vallum rampart; 
see WALL, -ATION. 

contravene lwntr;:~vi·n go counter to. XVI. 
In earliest use Sc. - late L. contrdvenire 
(Augustine), i.e. contra against, CONTRA+ 
venire COME. Cf. F. contrevenir. So contra
ve·nTION. XVI. - (O)F.- medL. 

contre-dance, 11-danse k5·tr:>&is country
dance,_ esp. one of French origin. xrx. - ~-, 
alteratiOn of COUNTRY-DANCE, by assoc. With 
contre against, opposite, which was furthered 
by the fact that in such dances the partners 
are arranged in two opposite lines; so It. 
contraddanza, Sp. contradanza. 

contretemps k5·tr;:~ta t(fencing) inoppor
tune thrust XVII ; inopportune occurrence 
xrx. F., orig. motion out of time, f. contre 
against, C001TRA-·!·temps (:- L. tempus) time. 

contribute bntri·bjut give or pay jointly 
XVI; furnish along with others xvn. f. L. 
contribiit-, pp. stem of contribuere bring 
together, f. com CON-+tribuere bestow (see 
TRIBUTE). So contribu·TION. XIV. - (O)F. 
or late L. contri·butoRY. xv. - medL. 

contrite b·ntr;:~it broken in spirit. xrv. 
- (O)F. contrit-e- L. contritus, -a, pp. of 
conterere, f. com CON--;- terere rub, grind (see 
TRITE). The pronunc. contri·te persisted till 

contrapuntal kontr;:~pA"nt;:~l (mus.). pert. to XVIII. So contriTION k;:~ntri·f;:~n. xnr 
counterpoint. XIX. f. It. contrappunto (Cursor M.). - (O)F. - late L. 
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CONTRIVE 

contrive k:mtr;~i·v devise, invent XIV; 
tplot xv; effect XVI. ME. controve, contreve 
-OF. controver (with suffix stress), con
treuve (with stem-stress), modF. controuver 
timagine- medL. controptire compare, pro b. 
f. L. com CON-+tropus TROPE. For the ME. 
variation of vowel cf. tmeve, MOVE, tpreve, 
PROVE, and see RETRIEVE. The transition 
from contreve to contrive (xv) is unexpl. ; 
poss. contrive was an approximation to Sc. 
contruve (xv-xvi). Hence contri·vANCE. 
XVII. 

control k;~ntrou·l check (accounts) by com
parison with a duplicate register; exercise 
restraint or sway over. xv. -AN. contre
roller, F. tconteroller (now contr8ler)- medL. 
contrlirotultire, f. contrlirotulus, f. contra 
opposite+rotulus ROLL. Hence, or- F. 
contr8le, contro·l sb. restraint, check, sway. 
XVI (Sh.). So contro·ller, COMPTROLLER. 

controvert kvntr;~vii·Jt make the subject 
of verbal contention; dispute. XVII. First 
in pp. and ppl. adj. controverted, replacing 
tcontroversed disputed, called in question 
- F. controverse, for earlier tcontrovers- L. 
contr6versus disputed, questionable, f. 
contra-, var. of CONTRA-+versus, pp. of 
vertere turn (see WORTH 3

). So controversy 
kv·ntr;~viiJsi. XIV. - L. contr6versia (see 
-v3); cf. F. tcontroversie (mod. cont1·overse). 
controve·rSIAL. xvr. - late L. contro
ve·rsiahsT. XVIII; for earlier tcontrovertist 
(XVII). 

contumacy kv·ntjumvsi rebellious stub
bornness. XIV (Ch.). - L. contumticia, f. 
contumac-, -ax, perh. f. com CON- (intensive) 
+ tumere swell; see TUMOUR, -ACY. Hence 
contumA ·crous. XVI; superseding tcon
tumace (xv-xvi), tcontumax (XIV Ch.
XVII). 

contumely kv·ntjum(i)li insulting or offen
sively contemptuous treatment. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. contumelie- L. contumelia, f. com 
coN-+tumere, as inprec. So contumelious 
-i-livs. xv. - (O)F.- L. contumeliosus. 

contuse k;~ntju·z bruise. xv. f. L. contils-, 
pp. stem of contundere, f. com CON-+tundere 
beat, thump, f. *(s)tud- (cf. STUNT). So 
contu·sroN. XIV. -F. or L. 

conundrum bnA"ndr;~m twhim, crotchet 
XVI ; tpun XVII; riddle involving a pun, 
puzzling statement or question XVIII. In 
early use also conimbrum, quinombrum, quo
nundrum, quadundrum; of obscure origin, 
but prob. arising from a university joke 
based on some L. formula (involving quoniam 
or quin) current in the schools. 

conurbation kvniiJbei·Jvn urban aggrega
tion. xx. f. CON-+L. urb-, urbs city (cf. 
URBAN)+·ATION. 

convalesce kvnvvle·s regain health. xv 
(Caxton; not in regular use before XIX). 
- L. convalescere, f. com CON- (intensive)+ 
valescere grow strong, f. valere be strong or 
well (cf. VALOUR). So convale•SCENCE. XV 

CONVERSATION 

(Caxton). -F. or late L.; hence conva
le·scENT. XVII. 

convection kvnve·kJvn (physics) trans
portation of heat or electricity. XIX (a casual 
instance of conuexion occurs xvn). -late L. 
convectio(n-), f. convect-, pp. stem of con
vehere, f. com CON-+vehere carry (see WAY). 

convenance k5·v;~niis pl. conventional pro
prieties. XIX. F., f. convenir be fitting, 
refash. of OF. covenir :- L. convenire; see 
next and -ANCE. 

convene kvnvi·n come together xv; call 
together XVI ; tagree xvr. - L. convenire 
assemble, be fitting, agree, suit, f. com CON
+venire COME. So conve·niENT taccordant, 
befitting, suitable XIV (Ch.); personally 
fitting, commodious xv. - L. convenient-, 
-ens, pp. of convenire. conve·niENCE. xv. 
- L. convenientia. convenTION kvnve·nJ;~n 
A. tassembling xv ; formal assembly xv ; 
B. agreement, covenant xv; general agree
ment or consent; conventional usage XVIII. 
- (O)F. convention- L. conventio(n-) meet
ing, covenant. conve·ntionAL. xv. -F. 
conventionnel or late L. conventionalis. 

convent ko·nvvnt company of religious 
persons living together XIII (since XVIII 
often restricted to nunneries); building 
housing this XVI. ME. covent (surviving 
in the name Covent Garden, London) 
-AN. covent, OF. convent (regularly with 
latinized sp., which finally prevailed in 
Eng.), mod. couvent = Pr. coven, (Sp., It. 
convento) :- L. conventu-s assembly, com
pany, f. convent-, pp. stem of convenire 
CONVENE. So conventUAL k;~nve•ntju;~l. xv 
(Wyntoun). - medL. conventualis; cf. (O)F. 
conventuel. 

conventicle kvnve·ntikl tmeeting, as
sembly, esp. of a clandestine or illegal kind, 
at first political, later religious XIV ; meeting 
or meeting-place of Protestant Dissenters 
xvr. - L. conventiculum assembly, place of 
assembly, in form dim. of conventus meeting 
(see CONVENT), but not used with deroga
tory reference till medieval times, though 
the transitional diminutive sense appears in 
'conventicula hereticorum non ecclesia sed 
conciliabula appellantur' (Fourth Council 
of Carthage, A.D. 254). In early use stressed 
on the first and third sylls., and so in 
Bailey's Diet. 1730-6, but conve·nticle was 
established before r8oo (cf. Cowper 'Task' 
ii 437 'Heard at conve·nticle', which was 
altered 1787 from 'At co·nventicle heard'). 

converge kvnv5·Jd3 tend to one point. 
XVII. -late L. convergere; see CON- and 
VERGE 2

• Hence COnve·rgENT. XVIII. 

conversation bnvv.rsei·Jvn tliving, mode 
of living XIV (cf. A.V., Ps. l23, Phil. iii 20); 
sexual intercourse XVI (surviving in crimina[ 
conversation, abbrev. crim. con.); familiar 
discourse XVI ; tacquaintance; tcompany 
XVII. - (O)F. conversation = It. conversa
zione, etc.- L. conversatio(n-) frequent use 
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CONVERSAZIONE 

or abode, intercourse, f. conversart CON
VERSE1; see -ATION. Hence conversa·
tiOnAL. xvm. So conversANT b·nv;us;mt 
tdwelling habitually; associating familiarly 
with; toccupied in XIV; exercised or versed 
in, familiar with XVI. - prp. of (O)F. con
verser CONVERSEr. 

conversazione kG'nv:l.rsretsiou·ni assemblv 
for conversation and social or intellectmil 
recreation, orig. in Italy. xvm (Gray). -It. 
(coNVERSATION). Anglicized as conversation 
by \Valpole and Johnson. 

converse1 kanv:i·.rs tdwell, live XIV; tasso
ciate familiarly, have to do rvith XVI ; talk 
1vith XVII. - (O)F. converser tpass one's 
life, exchange words = Pr., Sp. conversar, 
It. conversare :- L. converstiri live, have 
intercourse, middle use of converstire turn 
round, f. coN-+verstire, frequent. of vertere 
turn (see WORTH 3). Hence co·nverse sb. 
tintercourse; conversation; comrrrunion. 
XVII. 

converse• kv·nv;'l.rs proposition or relation 
turned round or upside down. XVI (math.). 
- L. conversus, pp. of convertere CONVERT. 

convert kanv;'l· .rt turn or change into. XIII 
(Cursor M.; with ref. to religious faith). 
- (O)F. convertir = Pr., Sp. convertir, It. 
convertire :- Rom. *convertire, for L. con
vertere turn about, transform, f. com CON-+ 
vertere turn (see WORTH 3). Hence convert 
kv·nv;'i.Jt sb. converted person. XVI; super
seding and perh. suggested by syn. tcon
·verse (XIV)- (O)F. convers- L. conversus, pp. 
used sb. tco·nvertite. XVI; after F. con
verti, sb. use of pp.; see -ITE1. So con
ve·rtiBLE. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- L. conve·r
sroN. XIV (earliest in religious application, 
R. Rolle). - (O)F.- L. 

convex kv·nveks curved like the outside of a 
circle )( c011cave. xvr. - L. com•exus vaulted, 
arched, to be connected with devexus steep, 
subvexus sloping upwards, and pro b. referred 
to vehere carry (see VEHICLE), as if lit. 'drawn 
together to a point' (cf. CONVECTION). 

convey bnvei· tescort xm (Cursor M.); 
tguide, conduct ; transport ; communicate 
XIV; transfer; steal xv. -OF. conveier 
(mod. convoyer CONVOY) = Pr. conviar, It. 
conviare accompany :- medL. conviare, f. 
L. com CON-+via way. (Formerly often 
tconveigh by assoc. with unrelated L. con
vehere.) Hence convey·ANCE. XVI. 

convict k~mvi·kt prove guilty XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif) ; bring error home to; tconvince 
XVIII. f. convict-, pp. stem of L. convincere 
CONVINCE; the pp. convictus was adopted 
earlier as convi·ct (also in AN.) pronounced 
or proved guilty, whence, with shift of 
stress, convict ka·nvikt sb. tconvicted 
person XVI; condemned criminal XVIII. 

convince kanvi·ns tovercome in argument; 
tconvict ; tprove XVI ; bring to a belief XVII. 
- L. convincere convict .of error, refute, 
prove clearly (guilt, etc.), f. com CON
(intensive) + vincere overcome (see VICTORY). 

COOKIE 

convivial bnvi·vial of a feast, festive 
XVII. ...: L. convivialis, f. convfvium feast, 
f. com CON-+ stem of vivere live; see QUICK, 
VIVID, -IAL. 

convocation k::mv;,kei·Jan assembly of 
persons, spec. for legislation, etc. XIV. - L. 
convoctitio(n-), f. convoctire, whence con
voke k:>nvou·k call together xvr; see 
CON-, VOCATION. 

convolution k:mvaliu·f;m coiling, twisting. 
xvr. - medL. com•ohitiii(n-), f. pp. stem of 
convolvere, f. com CON-+ volvere roll; see 
VOLt:TE, -TION. So convolvulus kan
v;:,·lvjub>s. xvr. - L., 'bindweed' (Pliny). 

convoy kanvoi· accompany, escort XIV 
(in early use Sc.); tconvey, conduct xv. 
- (O)F. con'l.-·oyer, var. and mod. form of 
conveier CONVEY. So convoy sb. k;:,·nvoi. 
XVI. - (O)F. C01l'l-'Oi, f. the vb. 

convulse kanvA·ls affect with violent 
shaking or agitation. XVII. f. convuls-, 
pp. stem of L. con•vellere pull violently, 
wrest, wrench, f. com CON-+~•ellere pluck, 
pull. So convu·lsroN. XVI. -F. or L. (in 
medical use, 'cramp'). 

cony, coney kou·ni, kA·ni rabbit and its 
skin. XIII. Earliest forms cunin, cuning, 
conyng, repr. later by cunning (xvr Sc.), 
-AN. coning, OF. conin (whence Du. konijn, 
LG. kanin, whence G. kaninclzen), parallel 
form to OF. coni! = Pr. coni!, It. coneglio, 
Sp. conejo, Pg. conelho :- L. cuniculu-s, 
prob. of Iberian origin, since the rabbit 
became known to the Romans through the 
Spaniards. The form cony (xiV) is a back
formation from pl. conyes- A~. con(i)ys, 
pl. of coni!. The pronunc. kA·ni is tradi
tional, as in honey, money; kou·ni was intro
duced in XIX as the pronunc. 'proper for 
solemn reading' (Smart, r836), the word 
remaining gen. familiar only from its occur
rence in the Bible (see esp. Ps. civ. r8), 
where it translates a name of the hvrax. 
The earliest sense recorded in Eng. is \kin 
or fur of rabbit'. In the cant sense of 'dupe' 
familiar XVI-XVII in cony-catcher cheat, 
swindler, cony-catching. 

coo kii ch,uacteristic note of doves and 
pigeons. XVII (Dryden). imit. 

cooee, cooey kii·i call used as a long
distance signal, orig. by Australian abori
gines. XIX. (A vocabulary of 1790 has 
cozv-ee come.) 

cook kuk preparer of food by boiling, etc. 
OE. ciic- popL. ciicus, for L. coquus, which 
is directly repr., with short vowel, by OS. 
kok (Du. kok), OHG. choh (G. koch), Ice!. 
kokkr. The IE. base of L. coquus is *quequo
:- *pekwo- (as in Gr. pessein ripen, boil, 
cook; see also PEPTIC and cf. OS!. pekq 
I bake, roast, Skr. pdcati cook, bake). 
Hence cook vb. XIV, which has parallels 
in other Germ. langs. coo·kERY. xrv. 

cookie ku·ki (Sc.) bun, (U.S.) small cake. 
XVIII. - Du. koekje, dim. of koek cake. 
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COOL 

cool kiil moderately cold. OE. col = 
MLG., MDu. kol (Du. koel) :-Germ. 
*koluz, f. *kol- *kal- (see COLD); as sb. 
from XIV. (HG. has forms derived from a 
-ja-stem, OHG. kuoli, G. kiihl.) Hence 
cool vb. OE. eolian = OS. colon :- Germ. 
*kolojan, f. *koluz, from which also Germ. 
*koljan (OE. celan KEEL 2). Hence coolTH1 

kiilj:> (chiefly joe.) coolness xvr. 

coolie, cooly kii"li hired native labourer 
(prop.) in India and China. XVII. Of un
certain origin; Urdu quli, Bengali, etc., kiili, 
perh. to be identified with the name Kuli, 
Koli of an aboriginal tribe of Gujerat, India 
(in XVI Calles), the name being prob. con
veyed by the Portuguese to S. India and 
China; the formal correspondence of Tamil 
kiili hire is prob. accidental. 

coomb, combe kiim deep hollow, valley. 
OE. cumb, not found in OE. or ME. litera
ture, but occurring from early times in 
charter place-names belonging to the south 
of England, many of which survive, e.g. 
Batcombe, Salcombe. Its present gen. use 
goes back to XVI. 

coon kiin (U.S.) raccoon XVIII; fellow; 
negro XIX. Aphetic of RACCOON. 

coop kiip tbasket XIII; cage for poultry xv; 
place of confinement XVI. - MLG., MDu. 
kiipe (Du. kuip tub, vat), parallel with OS. 
k6pa, OHG. kuofa (G. kufe) cask- L. cz7pa, 
also medL. copa tun, barrel. The forms and 
phonology (cf. coupe XIV-XVII) present the 
same features as cooper, droop, stoop. Hence 
vb. XVI. 

cooper kii·pa.t one who makes and repairs 
vessels formed with staves and hoops. XIV 
(earlier as a personal designation passing 
into a surname XIII; cf. AL. ciiperius XIII). 
- MDu., MLG. kz7per, f. kiipe cooP; see -ER1 • 

For the phonology cf. COOP. t][ An obs. sp. 
is preserved in the surname Cowper, pro
nounced like Cooper by those who bear it. 

co-operate kouo·pareit work together. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of late L. coopertiri, f. com co-+ 
operiiri work, OPERATE. So co-operA·TION. 
xrv. - L., partly, in later use, through F. 
cooperation. co-o·peratiVE. xvn. co
o·perATOR. xv. -late L. (Vulg.). 

co-opt kouo·pt elect as a colleague. XVII. 
- L. cooptiire, f. com co-+optiire choose (see 
OPTION). So co-o·ptate. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. cooptiire. co-optA·TION. xvr. - L. 

co-ordinate kou5· .tdinat of equal rank 
XVII; sb. (math.) each of two or more magni
tudes used to define the position of other 
magnitudes xrx. f. co-+L. ordiniitus, pp. 
of ordiniire arrange, ORDAIN, after the earlier 
SUBORDINATE. So co-o·rdinate -eit vb. 
XVII; cf. medL. coordiniire ordain together, 
F. coordonner. co-ordinA·TroN. XVII. -F. 
or late L. 

COPIOUS 

coot kiit the bird Fulica atra, having a 
white spot on the head; formerly more 
widely used. XIV. ME. cote, coote (first in 
balled cote 'bald coot'), prob. of LG. origin 
(cf. Du. koet :- *kote). 

cop bp (sl.) catch, capture. XVIII. Of 
north. dial. origin; pro b. var. of cap arrest, 
seize (xvr)- OF. caper seize- L. capere 
take (see CAPTURE). Hence cop and co·pper 
(-ER1

) policeman. xrx. 

copaiba, -aiva kopai·ba, -ei·ba, -ai·vo. 
a S. American balsam. XVIII. - Sp., Pg. 
copaiba - Guarani cupauba. 

copal kou·pal resin yielding varnish. XVI. 
- Sp. copal- Aztec copalli incense. 

coparcener koupa·.ts;,n:u co-heir(ess). xv. 
f. co-+PARCENER. Also copa•rcenARY, 
-ERY, -pa·rceny joint-heirship or -owner
ship; see -Y 3

• CO•PA"RTNER. All XVI. 

cope1 koup long cloak or cape (esp. eccl.) 
XIII ; 'canopy' or 'vault' of night, heaven 
XIV; outer mould in founding XIX. Early 
ME. cape, repr. OE. cap (in cantelcap) and 
*cape= ON. kdpa (Da. kaabe),- medL. 
ciipa, var. of cappa whence F. chape, Pr. 
capa, It. cappa ; cf. CAP, CHAPEL, CHAPERON. 
Hence cope-sTONE top stone of a building. 
XVI (Sc. kaip-, cape stone); whence prob. 
cope vb. cover (a wall) with a head stone 
XVII; co·ping kou·pi!J uppermost course 
of masonry or brickwork XVII; see -lNG'. 

cope 2 koup tcome to blows (with) xrv; 
meet or contend with xvr. -OF. coper, 
var. of colper (mod. couper) strike, (now) 
cut, f. cop, colp (mod. coup) blow :-Rom 
*colpu-s :- L. colaphus- Gr. k6laphos blow 
with the fist, box on the ear. 

cope3 koup tbuy XV (Lydg.); exchange, 
barter xvr. - MDu., (M)LG. k6pen (Du. 
koopen) = G. kaufen; see CHEAP. Hence 
co·per1 dealer, esp. in horse-co per XVI ; see 
-ER1 • 

copeck kou·pek Russian coin. XVII. -Russ. 
kopejka, dim. of kopje lance (OS!. kopije, 
rei. to Gr. k6ptein; cf. COMMA); so named 
from the substitution in 1535 of the figure 
of Ivan IV on horseback with a lance for 
that of his predecessor with a sword. 

coper2 kou·pa.t (sl.) floating grog-shop for 
Korth Sea fishermen. xrx. - Du., Flem. 
hooper trader, dealer, f. koopen buy (see 
CHEAP). 

Copernican koup;i·.mik;,n. xvn. f. Coper
nicus, latinized form of Nicolas Koppernik, 
name of the founder of modern astronomical 
theory, a native of Thorn in Prussian Poland 
(d. 1543); see -AN. 

copious kou·pias tplentifully furnished; 
abundant. xrv. -(O)F. copieux or L. copiosus, 
f. copia abundance, f. com co-+ ops wealth, 
OPULENCE )( inopia want; see -IOUS. 
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COPPER 

copper1 kn·pn.r metal distinguished by its 
peculiar red colour OE.; vessel made of this 
XVII; copper money XVIII. OE. copor, coper, 
carr. to MDu. caper (Du. koper), ON. koparr 
:- *kupar, of which the var. *kuppar gave 
MLG. hopper, OHG. chuphar, kupfar (G. 
kupfer)- late L. cuprum (Edict ofDiocletian, 
301), for L. cyprium, in full cyprium ::ES 

'metal of Cyprus', so named from its most 
noted ancient source. t;l[ Cf. OF. cuevre, Pr. 
coure, Sp., Pg. cobre :- Rom. *coprum, late 
L. cuprum, and (O)F. cuivre :-Rom. 
*copreum, sb. use of n. of L. cupreus of 
copper. 

copper2 see coP. 

copperas k:>·pnr:Js sulphate of copper, 
iron, or zinc; vitriol. XIV (coperose). - (O)F. 
couperose, corr. to It. copparosa- medL. 
cup(e)rosa, perh. orig. *aqua cuprosa 'copper
water', but later assoc. with rosa rose, after 
Gr. khdlkanthon vitriol, lit. 'flower of brass' 
(cf. Du. tkoperroose and koperzvater, G. 
tkupferrose and kupferwasser). Obscuration 
of the final syll. appears in XVI. 

copper-nose kn·p<~.rnouz red nose caused 
by drink, etc. XVI (implied in copper-nosed). 
perh. alteration of F. couperose (Pare) 
COPPERAS, after COPPER and NOSE; cf. G. 
kupfernase. 

coppice k;>'pis thicket of underwood and 
small trees. XIV (copeys, copys). - OF. 
copeiz :- Rom. *colptiticium (for the suffix 
cf. CHASSIS, GLACIS), f. *colptit-, pp. stem of 
*colptire cut (F. couper), f. medL. colpus 
earlier colapus (Salic and Alemannic laws), 
for L. colaphus blow with the fist- Gr. 
k6laphos blow, buffet. As a result of the 
final syll. being regarded as the pl. ending, 
a new sg. cop(p)y arose, which survives 
dial.; an independent contr. form is tcop(p )s, 
COPSE. 

copra k;:,·pr:J dried kernel of the coco-nut. 
xvr. - Pg. (and Sp.) copra- Malayalam 
koppara coco-nut. 

coprolite b·pr.,luit fossil resembling petri
fied excrement. XIX (Buckland). f. Gr. 
k6pros dung; see -LITE. 

copse, contr. of coppis, COPPICE. XVI. 

Copt knpt native Egyptian (Jacobite) 
Christian. XVII. - F. Copte or modL. 
Captus, also Cophtus- Arab. Quft, Qubt 
(coli.) Copts- Coptic Gyptios- Gr. Aigup
tios EGYPTIAN. Hence Co·ptiC. XVII. 
- modL. Copticus. 

copula ko·pjul<~ (gram.) part of a proposi
tion connecting subject and predicate, spec. 
the verb 'to be' ; connexion. xvn. - L. 
copula tie, connexion, linking of words, f. 
com co-+apere fasten; see APT, -ULE, and 
cf. couPLE. So co·pulate tcouple; unite 
sexually. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. copult'ire, 
f. copula; see ~ATE 3 • copulA·TroN. XIV. 
- (O)F.- L. 

CORBAN 

copy ko·pi transcript of an original XIV; 
individual specimen of a work; exemplar; 
matter prepared for printing (Caxton) xv. 
(The etymol. sense of 'abundance' occurs 
XIV-XVII.) - (O)F. copie = Pr., Sp., It. 
copia- L. copia abundance, plenty, pl. 
forces, ability, opportunity, means (see 
COP!OVS). The sense 'transcript', which is 
medL. and Rom., arose from such phr. as 
copiam describendi facere give permission 
to transcribe, whence the sense 'right of 
reproduction' and simply 'reproduction'. 
Hence co·pyHOLD holding of lands by copy 
of the manorial court roll xv. co·pyRIGHT 
right to print, publish, and sell copies of 
a work of literature or of art XVIII. 

coquelicot kn·klikou colour of the red 
poppy. xvm. -F. coquelicot (in OF. 
'cock'), imit. formation on the cock's crow; 
the flower was so named from comparison 
with the red cock's comb. 

coquette kouke·t girl or woman who trifles 
with a man's affections. XVII. -F., fern. of 
coquet gallant, amorously forward, f. co
queter flirt, prop. strut or show off like a 
cock before hens, f. coq COCK1• 

cor- assim. form of com CON- before r. 

coracle ko·r;Jkl small wickerwork boat. 
XVI (corougle). - \V. corwgl, cwrwgl, f. corwc 
coracle, tcarcass ( = Ir., Gael. curach 
CURRACH). 

coracoid b•r.,koid beaked like a crow. 
XVIII. - modL. coracoidi!s- Gr. korakoeid~s, 
f. komk-, k6rax raven, crow, ult. of imit. 
origin; see -OlD. Coraco- is used as a comb. 
form. 

coral kn·r:Jl calcareous substance secreted 
by marine polyps. XIV. -OF. coral (mod. 
corail) = Pr. coralh, Sp. coral, It. corallo :
L. corallum, -alium- Gr. kordllion, kourd
lion, prob. of Semitic origin. So co·ralline 
genus of seaweeds once supposed to be of 
the nature of coral XVI; plant-like animal 
such as the Polyzoa XVIII. - It. corallina, 
f. corallo; adj. xvrr. - F. corallin, -e or L. 
corallinus; see -I!':"E1• 

coram k3•r:Jm L. prep. coram (f. com 
co- -1- or-, os face) in the presence of, used 
in legal and other phr., as coram judice 
before a judge, coram publico in public; as 
a sb. in colloq. phr. tunder coram under 
discipline or correction. XVI. t;l[ Misused 
for quorum in Sh. 'Merry Wives' I i 6, and 
in early Sc. 

coranto korre·ntou (hist.) dance in triple 
time. XVI (couranto). Alteration, by addi
tion of an It. termination, of F. courante 
(sc. danse dance) 'running dance', prp. fern. 
of courir run (cf. CURRENT). 

corban k5·Jbren offering given to God. 
XIV. -Vulgate L.- N.T. Gr. korbiin- Heb. 
qorbt'in offering, f. qt'irab approach. 
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CORBEL 

corbel k5·.tbal (archit.) projection jutting 
from a wall to support a weight. xv. -OF. 
corbel (mod. corbeau) raven, also archit., 
dim. of tcorp :- L. corvu-s raven (cf. ROOK1). 

'1[ Chaucer has a var. corbet. 

corbie k5·.tbi (Sc.) raven. xv (Wyntoun, 
Henryson). -OF. corb (see prec.)-1--IE, -Y6 • 

cord k5.td string XIII (Cursor M.); cord
like structure, as in the body xv; measure 
of cut wood XVII. - (O)F. corde (vocal cords) 
= Pr., It., Pg. corda, Sp. cuerda :- L. 
chorda- Gr. khordif (see CHORD). With the 
third sense cf. the use in Oit., F., and Pr. 
for a superficial and cubic measure. Hence 
co·rdAGE. XVI; after F. 

Cordelier k5.tdalia· .1 . Franciscan of the 
strict rule. XIV. - (O)F. Cordelier, f. 
tcordele, dim. of corde CORD; so named 
from their rope girdle. 

cordial k;}·.tdial pert. to the heart XIV; 
stimulating to the heart; hearty xv; sb. XIV 
(Ch.). - medL. cordialis, f. cord-, cor HEART; 
so F. (xv); see -IAL. Hence cordia·hTY. 
xvn ; cf. F. cordialite. 

cordillera k5.tdiljea·ra mountain chain or 
ridge. XVIII. Sp., f. cordilla, dim. of cuerda 
CORD, string, chain. 

cordite k5·.tdait smokeless explosive, so 
called from its cord-like appearance; intro
duced in r889. f. CORD-\--ITE. 

cordon k5· .tdan projecting course of stones 
XVI ; line of military posts or police XVIII. 
-It. cordone, augm. of corda CORD; super
seded by F. cordon (dim.). 

cordovan k5·.rdav:m Cordova leather. XVI. 
- Sp. cordovan (now -bdn); see CORDWAINER. 

corduroy, corderoy k5·.tdaroi, -djuroi 
coarse thick-ribbed stuff. XVIII. prob. f. 
CORD (pl. cords is applied to a ribbed fabric 
in Woostenholme's patent, I776)+tduroy, 
tderoy (XVII) coarse West-of-England 
woollen stuff, of unkn. origin; spelt cord de 
roy, corde du roy and interpreted as 'king's 
cords' in some books of XIX. There is no 
evidence to confirm the suggestion that it 
is an alteration of tcolour de or du roy 'king's 
colour' (orig.) purple, (later) tawny, or to 
connect it with the surname Corderoy. 

cordwainer k5·.Idweina.r shoemaker, orig. 
maker of Cordovan leather. XI. -AN. 
cordezvaner, OF. cordoanier (mod. cordon
nier), f. cordezvan, cordoan (whence ME. 
cordezvane, mod. cordwain Spanish leather), 
f. Cordoue- Sp. Cordoba, tCordova :- L. 
Corduba town in Spain where a goatskin 
(later, horsehide) leather was made. The 
Sp. adj. tcordovano and sb. tcordovdn were 
adopted in Eng. as CORDOVAN. The F. word 
passed also into It. and the Germ. langs. 

core k5a.t horny seed-capsule of apple, etc. 
XIV; unbumt centre of coal xv; hard centre 

CORNEA 

of a boil XVI; central or innermost part XVII. 
ME. core, coore, of unkn. origin; poss. 
- (O)F. cor horn, CORN 2, but the orig. final 
-e is a difficulty ; superseded earlier colk 
(see COKE); cf. the blended form tcorke (xv). 

corf k5.rf basket, (later) spec. in mining. 
XIV. - (M)LG., (M)Du. korf = OHG. 
chorp (G. korb)- L. corbis; reintroduced 
in XVII by continental miners. 

coriaceous kariei· Jas leathery. XVII. f. late L. 
coriaceus, f. corium skin, hide, leather; see 
-ACEOUS. 

coriander brire·nda.r the plant Corian
drum sativum. XIV. - (O)F. coriandre 
- L. coriandrum - Gr. koriannon. '1[ From 
L. are also OE. cellendre, OHG. chulluntar, 
and OF. coliandre, whence ME. tcoliandre. 

cork k5.tk bark of the tree Quercus Suber, 
the cork-oak XIV (corktre 'suberies', corkbarke 
'cortex', Promp. Parv.); tcork sole or 
sandal XIV; stopper, prop. of cork XVI. pro b. 
- Du., LG. kork (whence G. kork)- Sp. 
alcorque cork sole or shoe, perh. of Arab. 
origin ( al is the de f. article ; cf. alcornoque 
cork-tree); the orig. application may have 
been to the cork-shoe, and transference to 
the material later (cf. earlier G. name for 
cork, pantoffelholz 'slipper-wood'). Hence 
cork vb. tfurnish with a cork sole XVI ; 
stop with a cork XVII; whence co·rker 
(sl.) something decisive, 'settler' (orig. U.S.) 
XIX; see -ER1• 

cormorant k5· .rmarant large voracious 
sea-bird, Phalacrocorax carbo. XIII (cor
merant, cormaraunt). -OF. cormaran (mod. 
cormoran), earlier cormareng, for *corp 
mareng, repr. (with assim. of adj. suffix to 
Germ. -ing) medL. corvus marfnus (vm) 
'sea raven', whence Pr. corpmari(n), Pg. 
corvo marinho. For the final parasitic t 
cf. pageant, parchment, peasant, pennant, 
pheasant, truant, tyrant, varmint. 

corn1 k5.tn grain, seed, fruit of a cereal. 
OE. corn = OFris., OS., OHG., ON. korn, 
Goth. kaurn :- CGerm. *kurnam :-IE. 
*grn6m 'worn-down particle', n. pp. of base 
*gr-, *ger- wear away, grow old, whence 
also L. granum GRAIN, Olr. gran, OS!. zrilno 
seed, Gr. grails old woman, ger6n old man, 
Skr. jiryati wastes away, jir)Jds wasted, old; 
cf. KERNEL. Hence corn vb. tmake or be
come granular; sprinkle with salt in grains, 
preserve with salt (as corned beef). XVI. 
co·rncRAKE landrail, Crex pratensis. xv. 

corn2 k5m horny hardening of the skin. 
xv. -AN. corn = (O)F. cor:- L. cornu 
HORN. 

cornea k5·mia (anat.) horny covering of 
the eyeball. XIV. modL., short for medL. 
cornea tela or tunica horny tissue or coating ; 
fern. of corneus (whence co·rnoous xvn), 
f. cornu HORN. 
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CORNEL 

cornel k5· .rn<Jl tree of the genus Comus. 
XVI (Turner). orig. in cornel berry, cornet 
tree, semi-tr. of G. kornelbeere, kornelbaum 
(OHG. kornulberi, -bourn, the source of 
which is some medL. deriv. of L. cornus 
cornet tree = Gr. krdnos). t1J OE. had 
corntreow. 

cornelian k5.mi·li<Jn red or reddish variety 
of chalcedony. XIV (corneline). -OF. 
corneline (mod. cornaline), corr. to Pr. 
cornelina, Sp. cornerina, It. cornalina; 
refash. after medL. cornelius, var. of 
corneolus. 

corner k5· .m<J.I projecting or hollow angle. 
XIII (Cursor M.). -AN comer, OF. cornier 
:- Rom. *cornarium, f. L. cornum, cornu 
HORN, point, end; see -ER 2 2. Hence corner 
vb. furnish with, place in, a corner XIV; 
(orig. U.S.) drive into a corner XIX. corner
stone. XIII (Cursor M.); after L. lapis 
angularis (Vulg., e.g. Job xxxviii 6, Eph. 
ii 20). 

cornet1 k5·mit wind-instrument (now, the 
cornet a piston) XIV; conical twisted paper, 
and other transf. uses XVI. - (O)F. cornet = 
Pr. cornet, It. cornetto, dim. of Rom. *corno, 
L. cornum, cornii HORN; see -ET. 

cornet• k5·.Init woman's head-dress with 
horns or lappets ; tcavalry standard, orig. 
with a pointed pennon; tcompany of 
cavalry; officer in this. xvr. - (O)F. 
cornette, dim. of carne horn ( = Pr., Pg., 
It. corna antlers, Sp. cuerna) orig. coli. :
Rom. *corna, for L. cornua, pl. of cornu 
HORN; see -ET. 

cornice k5· .1nis horizontal moulded pro
jection on a building, etc. XVI (cornish). 
-F. corniche, t-ice, t-isse- It. cornice, perh. 
- L. carnic-, cornix crow (cf. the origin of 
CORBEL), but with blending of a deriv. of Gr. 
koronis coping-stone. 

Cornish k5·mif pert. to Cornwall. xv 
(Boorde). f. first el. of Cornwall, OE. Corn
wealas, f. OCeltic * Kornovjos, -ja, whence 
medL. Cornubia Cornwall; see WELSH, 
-ISH1 • The native name was Kernuak, 
Kernezvec, f. Kern6u (cf. 'vV. Cernyw Com
wall, Cernyzvaidd Cornish (adj.), Cernyweg 
(sb.), and Breton Kerneo the district of 
Cornouailles in Brittany). 

cornopean k5mou·pi<Jn cornet a piston. 
XIX. Obscurely f. CORNET1• 

cornucopia k5.rnjukou·pi<J (myth.) goat's 
horn overflowing with fruits, etc. XVI. -late 
L. cornucopia, earlier cornu copire 'horn of 
plenty', the horn of the goat Amalthrea 
placed in heaven, emblem of fruitfulness 
and abundance. 

corolla k:m>•l<J tlittle crown, garland XVII; 
(bot.) whorl of petals XVIII. - L. corolla, 
used bot. by Linnreus, dim. of corona CROWN. 
t1J Called by Grew foliation. 

CORPORAS 

corollary bro·l<Jri (geom.) proposition 
appended to another as a self-evident in
ference XIV (Ch.); immediate deduction or 
consequence XVII. - L. corollarium money 
paid for a garland, present, gratuity, deduc
tion (Boethius), f. corolla; see prec. and -ARY. 
t1J A str. on the first syll. is indicated by ME. 
corellari (cf. medL. corelliirium). 

corona k<Jrou·n<J member of a cornice XVI • 
circle or halo of light XVII. L., CROWN. ' 

coronach ko·r<Jnax (Sc. and Jr.) funeral 
lament, dirge. XVI. - Jr. coranach, Gael. 
corranach, outcry, funeral cry, dirge, f. 
comh- together (CON-) + ranach roaring. 

coronation koranei•f<Jn ceremonial crown
ing. XIV. - (O)F. coronation = Pr., Sp. 
coronacion, It. coronazione - medL. cor6na
ti6(n-), f. L. coroniire CROWN; see -ATION. 

coroner b•r<Jn::u (hist.) officer orig. 
charged with maintaining the rights of 
crown property XIV; officer who holds 
inquests on bodies of persons who have 
died by violence or accident xv. -AN. 
cor(o)uner, f. coro(u)ne CROWN, after the L. 
title custos placitorum coron;;e guardian of 
the pleas of the crown; latinized as coro
narius, coronator (XIII). From xv freq. in 
contr. form crowner (from corou·ner), as in 
Sh. 'Hamlet' v i 4· 

coronet ko•r:met small crown. xv. -OF. 
coronet(t)e, dim. of corone CROWN; see -ET. 
Earlier tcrownet (xiv), tcronet (XVI)- OF. 
corounete, querounete. 

coronis karou·nis (Gr. gram.) sign re
sembling an apostrophe placed over a vowel 
to denote contraction or crasis. xrx. L. 
-Gr. koronis flourish at the end of a book 
or chapter, sb. use of adj. 'curved', rel. to 
kori'ine CROWN. 

corozo korou·zou, 1/-iioo species of palm, 
Phytelephas, of S. America, the source of 
vegetable ivory. XVIII. Sp.- native name. 

corpora}! k5· .Ip<Jr;:>l linen cloth on which 
the host and chalice are placed at the 
Eucharist. XIV. - (O)F. corporal or medL. 
corporate, sb. use (sc. pallium PALL1) of 
corporalis CORPORAL 2 ; the reference is to 
the use of the cloth for the 'Corpus Christi' 
(Body of Christ). The OF. nom. form 
cmporaus was adopted earlier in ME. (xu), 
later co·rporas. 

corporal" k5· .Ip<Jr<Jl bodily XIV; tcorporeal, 
material XIV (Trev.). - OF. corporal (mod. 
corpore[) - L. corporalis, f. corpor-, CORPUS; 
see -AL1• So corpora·lrrY. XIV. -late L. 

corporal 3 k5· .Ip<Jr<Jl non-commissioned 
officer below a sergeant. XVI. -F. tcorporal, 
var. of caporal- It. caporale, of which there 
appears to have been a Venetian form 
tcorporale (latinized corporalis xv), f. corpor-, 
corpus body (of troops), the standard form 
being assim. to capo head. Cf. prec. 

corporas see coRPORAL1• 
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CORPORATE 

corporate k5· .Ip;~r;~t forming a corporation 
XV; corporeal, belonging to the body politic 
XVII (Sh.).- L. corporatus, pp. of corporare 
fashion into or with a body, collect, f. 
corpor-, CORPUS; see -ATE 2 • So corporA·
TION tincorporation xv; body of persons, 
esp. one formally incorporated xv; (large) 
abdomen XVIII (cf. the obs. use of corporate 
for 'corpulent', after late L.). -late L. 
('corporeal nature', 'corporate body'). co·r
porATIVE applied to the state as organized 
in Fascist Italy on the basis of collective 
labour relations. -It. (stato) corporativo. 

corposant k5· .Ip;:>s::ent ball of light ob
served on the masts and yards of a ship on 
stormy nights. XVII (earlier in foreign forms). 
- OSp., It. corpo santo (Sp. cuerpo santo) 
'holy body', i.e. of a saint (cf. the synon. 
'St. Elmo's fire'). 

corps k5.I portion of an army forming a 
tactical unit. XVIII. -F. corps, used as 
short for corps d'armee army corps; intro
duced during the Duke of Marlborough's 
campaigns ; see next. t1J Earlier in corps de 
garde 'body of guard', small body of troops 
stationed on guard, also the post occupied 
by them (XVI), perverted to tcourt of guard 
(XVI, Greene, Sh.). 

corpse k5.Ips tbody, person; (orig. dead 
corpse, as in 2 Kings xix 35, Isaiah xxxvii 36) 
lifeless body. XIV. ME. corps, orig. graphic 
var. of cors (XIII), later corse (xrv; still arch.) 
-OF. cors (mod. corps) = Pr. cors :- L. 
corpus body (see CORPUS). The inserted p 
had infl. the pronunc. before ISOO; the sp. 
corpse (with final e), which differentiates this 
word from prec., though appearing as early 
as XVI, did not become general before XIX. 
The form corps at first functioned both as 
sg. and pl.; a new sg. corp appeared in Sc. xv. 

corpulent k5· .Ipjul;:>nt tmaterial, gross XIV; 
bulky of body XIV (Trev.). - L. corpulentus, 
f. corpus; see next and -ULENT. 

corpus k5· .Ip;~s pl. corpora k5· .1p;~r;~ body 
XIV; body of writings xvm. L. 'body' (cf. 
MIDRIFF). In XIV-XVI perh. a var. of corpes, 
CORPSE. Corpus Christi kri·stai, -ti 'Body 
of Christ', feast of the Blessed Sacrament 
of Christ's Body and Blood, observed on 
the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday. 
XIV. 

corpuscle k5·.IpAsl, k5.IpA·sl minute particle 
of matter. xvrr. - L. corpusculum, dim. of 
L. CORPUS. The L. form was formerly 
current, and corpu·scule (as in F.) has 
been used from early XIX. See -CLE. 

corral korii-1 enclosure for cattle, etc. 
XVI (corall). - Sp., OPg. corral, Pg. curral 
(of Hottentot origin), whence KRAAL. 

correct1 k;~rc·kt set right; chastise XIV; 
counteract, neutralize XVI. f. correct-, pp. 
stem of L. corrigere, f. com coR-+regere 
lead straight, direct (see REGENT). So cor
re·cTION setting right, amendment, chastise
ment. XIV. - (O)F.- L. corre·ctiVIl adj. 

CORRODY 

XVI; sb. XVII (Jonson). -F. corre·ctor. 
XIV (PPl.). -AN., OF. - L.; see -oR1• 

correct• k;~re·kt that is in accordance 
with a standard XVII (Dryden); that is in 
accordance with truth XVIII. -F. correct- L. 
correctus amended, correct, pp. of corrigere 
(see prec.). Hence corre·ctiTUDE correct
ness of conduct. XIX; after rectitude. 

corregidor koreyido·r Sp. magistrate. XVI. 
Sp., agent -noun f. corregir- L. corrigere 
CORRECT1 • 

correlate ko·rlleit bring into or stand in 
mutual relation. xvm (Fielding). Back
formation from corrELA"TION, corrE"LA
TIVE. xvr. - scholL. correliitio, -iitivus 
(xiii); cf. F. correlation, -atij, -ive. 

correspond korispo·nd be agreeable to or 
congruous with, answer to XVI ; communicate 
by interchange of letters XVII. - (O)F. corre
spondre - medL. correspondere; see COR-, 
RESPOND. So correspo·ndENCE congruity 
xv; t(gen.) relation XVI; intercourse spec. 
by letters XVII (the letters themselves xvm). 
- (O)F. - medL. correspo·ndENT adj. xv; 
sb. XVII (spec. one who communicates by 
letter; so in F.) - (O)F. or prp. of medL. 
correspondere. 

corridor ko·rid5.I covered way XVI ; out
side gallery round a court, etc. XVII ; passage 
running the length of a building, etc. XIX. 
-F. corridor- It. corridore, alteration, by 
assim. to corridore runner, of corridojo :
Rom. *curritorium, f. *currit-, for curs-, 
pp. stem of L. currere run (see CURRENT); 
see -ORY. 

corrie b·ri (Sc.) circular hollow on a 
mountain side. xvm. - Gael. coire ko-re 
cauldron, whirlpool, hollow, rei. to OE. 
hzver cauldron. 

corrigendum, pl. -da korid3e·nd;~m, -d;~ 
error{s) to be corrected. XIX. L., sb. use of 
n. of gerundive of corrigere coRREcT1• 

corroborate k;~m·b;~reit strengthen, con
firm XVI ; (an opinion) by concurrent evi
dence XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. corroboriire, 
f. com coR-+ roboriire strengthen, f. robur 
strength; see ROBUST, -ATE 3

• So corrobo
rA"TION. xv. -F. or late L. 

corroboree br<>·b;~ri native Australian 
dance. XIX. A word of Port Jackson dialect, 
New South Wales. 

corrode karou·d wear away. XIV. - L. 
corrodere, f. com coR-+rodere gnaw (see 
RODENT). So corro·sroN. XIV. - OF. or 
late L. corro·SIVE adj. and sb. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. corosij- medL. corrosivus; orig. str. 
on the first syll., whence the frequent vars. 
tco·rsie (xv), tco·rsive (XVI). 

corrody k<>·radi (hist.) provision for main
tenance. xv. -AN. corodie, AL. corrodium, 
varying with -radium, -redium, f. OF. conrei, 
-roi (mod. corroi) :- Rom. *conredo, f. 
*'conredare CURRY'. 
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CORRUGATED 

corrugated kv-rl1geitid wrinkled XVII (also 
corrugat pa. pple. xrv); of iron, etc. xrx. f. 
pp. ofL. corrugiire, f. com coR- (intensive)-c
rugiire, f. ruga wrinkle; see RUGOSE, -ATE3

, 

-ED1• 

corrupt k;m,·pt tas pp. corrupted xrv; 
unsound, rotten, debased, venal xrv 
(Wyclif, Ch., Gower). - OF. corrupt or 
L. corruptu-s, pp. of corrumpere destroy, 
ruin, falsify, seduce, f. com COR-+rumpere 
break (see RUPTURE). Hence corru·pt vb. 
render unsound XIV ; make venal xvr ; alter 
(language) for the worse XVII; superseding 
tcorrump (XIV, R. Rolle). corru·pTION. 
XIV. - (O)F.- L. 

corsage k5Jsa·:s tbody xv; bodice XIX. 
- (O)F. corsage, f. cars body; see CORPSE, 
CORSE, -AGE. 

corsair k5·Jse;u privateer xv. Not in gen. 
use in this form before XVII, current early 
forms being corsale, cursarie, corsario, cur
sara. - F. corsaire, tcoursaire, tcursaire, Pr. 
corsari, Sp. corsario, It. cor sale, -are, t-aro, 
t-ario :-Rom. (medL.) cursarius, f. cursa 
and cursus hostile inroad, plunder, a spec. 
use of L. cursus COURSE. See COURSER. 

corse obs. and arch. form of CORPSE. 
corset k5·Jsit close-fitting body garment 

XIV; laced inner bodice, stays XVIII. - (O)F. 
corset, dim. of cars body; see CORPSE, -ET. 

corslet k5·Jslit garment, spec. defensive 
armour, covering the body. xv. - (O)F. 
corselet, dim. of cars body; see CORPSE, -LET. 

cortege k5Jtei· 3 train of people. XVII. -F. 
cortege - It. corteggio, f. co1·teggiare attend 
court, keep a retinue, f. corte COURT. 

Cortes k5•Jtiz, -ez the two chambers of the 
legislative assembly of Spain and of Portu
gal. XVII. Sp., Pg. cortes, pl. of corte COURT. 

cortical k5·Jtikal (bot.) of the bark or super
ficial investment. XVII. - modL. corticalis, 
f. L. cortic-, cortex bark (anglicized xvii), 
rei. to corium leather; see -AL. 

corundum karA·ndam mineral allied to 
sapphire and ruby. XVIII. -Tamil kurun
dam = Telugu kuruvindam - Skr. kuru
'1.nnda, -as ruby. 

coruscate b·raskeit sparkle, glitter. xvm. 
f. pp. of L. coruscare vibrate, glitter; see 
-ATE 3• So corusCA'TION. xv. - L. 

corvee k5·rvei forced labour XIV (isolated 
ex.); xvm (with ref. to the French peasants' 
statute labour). - (O)F. corvee = Pr. cor
roada (cf. medL. coruada) :-Rom. *corro
gata (sc. opera) requisitioned (works), n. pl. 
of pp. of L. corrogare call together, collect, 
f. com (intensive) COR-+rogdre ask, request 
(see ROGATION). 

corvette k5Jve·t flush-decked war-vessel. 
XVII. -F. corvette (beside tcorvot), dim. f. 
MDu. korf kind of ship ; see -ETTE. 

corvine k5·lvain of the crow kind. xvrr. 
- L. corvinus, f. corvus raven; cf. CORBEL 
and see -INE1• 

-----------

COSSET 

Corybant k;)'ribrent priest of the worship 
of Cybele. xrv (coribande, Ch.). - L. Cory
bant-, -bas- Gr. Korubas. Hence Cory
ba·ntic. XVII. 

corymb kl'l'imb (bot.) species of raceme. 
XVIII. -F. corymbe or L. corymbus- Gr. 
k6rumbos summit, cluster of fruit or flowers, 
close head of a composite flower. 

corypha:us korifi'<Js leader (of a chorus). 
xvn. L. -Gr. koruphafos chief, (in the Attic 
drama) leader of the chorus, f. koruphd head, 
top. Earlier anglicized tcoryphe(e) xvu. 

cos kos variety of lettuce introduced from 
the island of Cos (Gr. KtJs) in the lEgean 
Sea. XVII (Evelyn). 

cosh1 koJ (sl.) stout stick, truncheon. XIX. 
Of unkn. origin. 

cosh' kosei·tJ (math.) abbrev. for hyperbolic 
cosine. XIX. 

cosher see KOSHER. 
cosine kou·sain (math.) sine of the com
plement of an angle. xvu; see co-, SINE. 
So COSE'CANT, COTA'NGENT. XVII. l1f In 
modL. cosecans occurs in Rheticus' 'Opus 
Palatinum', a. 1576, cosinus and cotangens 
in Gunther's 'Canon Triangulorum' r6zo. 

cosmetic kozme·tik (preparation for) em
bellishing the personal appearance. XVII. 
- F. cosmetique- Gr. kosmetik6s, f. kosmefn 
adorn, f. k6smos; see next and -rc. 

cosmos ko·zmos the universe as an ordered 
system. XVII (isol. ex. XII (Orm)). -Gr. k6s
mos order, ornament, order of the universe, 
(with the Pythagoreans) the world. Hence 
co·smrc. xrx; after F. cosmique. cosmo
k~l"zmou, knzmo· comb. form, as in cosmo·
GONY creation of the world XVII, cosmo·GRA
PHY description of the earth or the universe 
xv; cosmo·LoGY theory of the universe 
xvn; all ult. from Gr. forms through F. 
or (mod)L. cosmopolitAN kozm~po·lit;m, 
cosmopoliTE kozmo·p~lait citizen of the 
world. XVII ; as adjs. XIX. - F. cosmopolitain, 
-polite - It. cosmopolitano, -polita - Gr. 
kosmopolites (polttes citizen; see POLITIC). 

cos(s) kvs measure of length in India. XVII. 
- Hindi kos, Pali koss :- Skr. kr6t:as measure 
of distance, orig. cry, shout, (hence) range of 
the voice in calling or hallooing. 

Cossack ko·s~k one of, or descendant of, 
early Russian people who sought free life 
on steppes, noted for warlike qualities, etc. 
XVI. -F. Cosaque (I 578), varying in early use 
with Casaque (cf. CASSOCK) - Russ. kazdk, 
tkozdl< - Turk/ quzziiq vagabond, nomad, 
adventurer, guerrilla, f. qaz wander about. 

cosset k;)'sit pet, pamper. XVII. f. dial. 
cosset pet-lamb, plausibly regarded by 
Skeat as a trans f. use of AN. coscet, cozet 
(Domesday Book)- OE. cots:Eta cottager 
(corr. to MLG. kotsete, whence G. kossat 
cottage-dweller), f. cot coT+ *s:Et-, var. of 
*set-, base of *sitjan SIT. Ill For similar 
origins cf. It. casiccio pet lamb (Florio), f. 
casa house, and G. hauslamm, Du. huislam. 



COS SID 

cossid k<:~·sid courier. XVII. -Arab. (Pers.) 
qii[:id travelling, courier. 

cost ki>st price, pl. expenses. XIII. -AN. 
cost, OF. coust (mod. cout) = Pr. cost, Sp., 
It. costo :- CRom. sb. *costo; f. OF. coster, 
couster (mod. couter), the source of cost vb. 
XIV = Pr., Sp. costar, It. costare :- CRom. 
*costiire, for L. constiire stand firm, be fixed, 
stand at a price, f. com CON- (intensive)+ 
stare STAND. The L. idiom which is the 
source of present usage is repr. by Hoc 
constat mihi tribus assibus this 'stands me in' 
at three asses. Hence co·stly. XIV (Wyclif); 
see -LY1• 

costal k<:~·stal pert. to the ribs. XVII. - F. 
costal- modL. costiilis, f. costa rib ( cf. 
COAST); see -AL1 , 

costard k<:~·st;ud large variety of apple XIV; 
(joe.) head XVI. -AN. costard, f. coste rib 
:- L. costa; see -ARD. So called from being 
prominently ribbed. Hence tcostardmonger, 
co·sterMO~GER (xvi) apple-seller, fruiterer, 
esp. one who sold this fruit in the open, in 
mod. use, a seller of fruit, vegetables, fish, 
etc., from a barrow in the street; abbrev. 
coster k<:~·st:u. XIX. 

costive b·stiv constipated. XIV. -AN. 
*costif, for OF. costive:- L. constipiitus (see 
CONSTIPATE). For the loss of F. -e cf. ASSIGN2 • 

costmary ko·stmeari aromatic plant 
Chrysanthemum (Pyrethrum, Jan acetum) 
Balsamita. xv. f. cost (OE. cost- L. costum, 
-os- Gr. kostos -Arab. qust- Skr. klisthas, 
-am)+the name of the Virgin Mary. 

costume ko·stjum tmanners and customs 
proper to a time and place XVIII ; mode of 
personal attire; complete set of outer gar
ments, etc. XIX. - F. costume (first used of 
realistic portrayal in works of art) - It. 
costume custom, fashion, habit :- L. consue
tudinem CUSTOM. So costu·miER maker of 
costumes. XIX. -F. 

cosy, cozy kou·zi comfortable from being 
sheltered and warm XVIII; sb. kind of hood 
put over a teapot, etc., to keep it warm XIX. 
orig. Sc. (Ramsay, Burns); earliest form 
colsie ; of unkn. origin. 

cot1 knt cottage. OE. cot= MLG., MDu., 
ON. kot :-Germ. *kutam (cf. ON. kytja 
hovel), rei. to COTE. 

cot2 kot light bedstead XVII; swinging bed 
for officers, the sick, etc., XVIII; small child's 
bed XIX. - Hindi khat bedstead, couch, 
hammock:- Prakrit khatta, Skr. khatvii 
bedstead, couch, cot. 

cote kout tcottage XI ; small building for 
sheltering small animals, as dovecot( e), sheep
cote XIV. OE. cote, corr. to LG. kote (whence 
G. kote) :-Germ. *kuton, rei. to coT'. 

coterie kou·tari tsociety, club; exclusive 
set or clique. XVIII. -F. coterie (in OF. 
feudal tenure, tenants holding land to
gether), f. "cote hut (cf. tcotin)- MLG. 

COUGAR 

kote COTE; see -ERY. Formerly pronounced 
with short initial syll., and so rhyming with 
lottery in Byron, 'Don Juan' IV cix. 

cothurnus ka]:>a·.mas buskin of ancient 
tragic actors. XVIII (earlier anglicized 
tcothurn XVII). L.- Gr. kothornos. 

cotill(i)on kouti·lj;m one of several kinds 
of dance. XVIII. -F. cotillon petticoat, 
dance, dim. of cotte COAT. 

cotoneaster katounire·st;u genus of rosa
ceous trees. XVIII. modL., f. L. cotonium 
QUINCE ; see -ASTER. 

cotta ko·ta short surplice. XIX. - It. cotta; 
see COAT. 

cottage kn·tid3 small humble dwelling
house XIV (Ch.); small country or detached 
suburban house XVIII (Walpole). -AN. 
*cotage, AL. cotiigium (xii), f. COT\ COTE; 
see -AGE. «1J F. cottage is from Eng. Hence 
co·ttager. XVI; see -ER1 • 

cotter1, cottar ko·tal (Sc.) cottager paying 
rent-service. XIV (cottar, cotar). f. COT1+ 
-ERl (Sc. -ar); cf. medL. cotiirius and 
COTTIER. 

cotter• ko·tal pin, etc. for fastening a thing 
into its place. XIV. Earlier (dial.) cotterel 
XVI ; perh. trans£. uses of COTTER1 and 
*cotterel (cf. the surname Cotterell and AL. 
coterellus cottager). 

cottier k<:~·tial cottager XIV; (in Ireland) 
peasant cultivating a small holding XIX. 
- (O)F. cotier, f. cote; see COTERIE, -IER. 

cotton k<:~·tn white fibrous substance cover
ing the seeds of the cotton plant, Gossypium 
XIV (Maund.). ME. coto(u)n - (O)F. coton 
= Pr. co ton, It. cotone- Arab. qutn, in Sp. 
Arab. qoton. (From Arab. with prefixed 
article AL- 2 Sp. algodon, talcoton; see ACTON. 
Sp. coton is now 'printed cotton fabric'.) 
Hence co·tton vb. furnish with or take on a 
nap xv; (pro b. transf. from the production 
of a nap in the finishing of cloth) tprosper, 
get on XVI (orig. in This gear or matter 
cottons) ; get on with XVII ; take to XIX. 

cotyledon kotili·dan (zool.) patch of villi 
on the chorion of ruminants XVI; (bot., 
after Linnreus, 175I) seed-leaf in phanero
gams XVIII. - L. cotyledon navelwort, 
pennywort (so used occas. in Eng.)- Gr. 
kotuledon applied to various cup-shaped 
cavities, f. kotule hollow, cup, socket. 

couch kautJ bed; lair XIV; layer XVII. 
- (O)F. couche, f. coucher (whence couch 
vb. lay down, lie down XIV) = Pr. colcar, 
It. colcare :- L. collociire lay in its place, 
lodge, COLLOCATE. 

couch-grass kau·tJgras var. of QUITCH. 
XVI. 

cougar ku·gal puma. XVIII. -F. couguar 
(Buffon) - Marcgraf's name cuguacu ara, 
repr. Guarani guafiu ara. 
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COUGH 

cough bf expel air noisily from the lungs. 
XIV. 1\IIE. co3e, cowhe, co(u)we, f. imit. base 
*kox- repr. by OE. cohhetan shout, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. kuchen cough, MHG. kiichen 
breathe, exhale. Hence cough sb. XIV 
(PPI., Ch.). 

could pt. of CAN1 • 

coulee kii"li in W. Canada and U.S.A., 
deep ra;-ine. XIX. - F. coulee flow, la;-a flow, 
f. cozder flow :- L. ci5liire filter, strain, in 
Rom. flow, f. ci5lunz strainer (cf. COLANDER). 

coulisse kuli·s groove in which a partition 
slides; side-scene or wings of a stage. xrx. 
-F. coulisse, sb. use of fern. of coulis, orig. 
adj. sliding, f. cmller flow, glide, slide ; see 
prec. and cf. glacis. See CULLIS. 

couloir kii.-lwii.r steep gorge. XIX. - F. 
couloir colander, lobby, steep incline down 
which felled wood is run, f. couler glide, 
slide-!--oir (:- L. -orium -ORY). 

coulomb kub·m unit of electric quantity. 
1881. f. name of C. A. de Coulomb (I736-
I8o6), French physicist. 

coulter kou·lt;:,.r iron blade at the front of 
a ploughshare. OE. culter- L. culter knife, 
ploughshare. The sp. C!tlter is familiar 
from Sh. 'Henry V' v ii 46; colter is the 
favoured sp. in U.S.A. 

council kau·nsll legislative assembly of 
ecclesiastics XII; advisory or deliberative 
assembly; body of councillors XIII. -AN. 
cuncile, concilie- L. conciHum convocation, 
assembly, meeting, f. corn CON-+caliire 
call, summon, rei. to Gr. kalefn call. In 
form and meaning (through the sense 
'assembly for consultation') blended at an 
early date with counsel, but differentiation 
began XVI. So cou·ncilloR member of a 
council. XIV; alteration of COUNSELLOR by 
assim. to council. 

counsel kau·ns;:,l consultation, delibera
tion; advice, direction; plan, design XIII; 
body of legal advisers XIV; legal advocate 
XVIII. -OF. cun-, counseil (mod. conseil) = 
Pr. conselh, Sp. consejo, It. consiglio :- L. 
consilium consultation, plan, advice, judge
ment, prudence, deliberating body, f. com 
CON-+ *sal-; see CONSUL, CONSULT. Now 
restricted to the above senses ; for the sense 
'deliberating body' see COUNCIL. So cou·n
sel vb. advise. XIII. - (O)F. conseiller = 
Pr. cossellzar, etc. :- L. consiliiiri. coun
sellor kau·nsll;:,.r adviser. XIII. - (O)F. 
conseiller, "tconseillour :- L. consiliiitor, 
-ati5rem; see -oR1• 

count1 kaunt reckoning, ACCOUNT XIV; 
consideration, notice xv ; particular of a 
legal charge xvr. -OF. conte, counte (mod. 
compte reckoning, conte tale) = It. conto 
account, tale, Sp. cuento tale :- late L. com
putu-s calculation, f. computiire COUNT 3• 

countz kaunt used to repr. foreign titles of 
nobility (F. comte, G. graj, etc.). XVI. -OF. 
conte (mod. comte) = Pr. comte, Sp. conde, 
It. conte :- L comitem nom. comes com-

COUNTER 

panion, associate, partner, overseer, tutor, 
attendant on a distinguished private person, 
one of the imperial retinue, (late L.) occu
pant of a state office, in comes Britannire 
and comes littoris Saxonici designating two 
generals of the Roman province of Britain ; 
for *comis :- *comits lit. 'one who goes 
with', f. earn COM-+ppl. stern it- of ire go 
(cf. ITINERARY). So countess kau·ntls. 
XII (cuntesse). t;l[ A form countie, countee 
denoting 'count' was in use xvr-xvii, which 
may be a modification due to disyll. It. 
conte. 

count 3 kaunt tell over; reckon. XIV. -·OF. 
counter, cunter reckon, relate (mod. compter 
count, canter relate) = Pr. comtar, Sp. 
contar, It. contare in both senses :- L. com
piitiire calculate, COMPUTE. For the sense 
'tell a story' see RECOUNT. 

countenanl'e kau·ntln;:,ns tdemeanour, 
conduct; 'calmness of look, confidence of 
mien' (J.) XIII; "taspect, appearance XIV 
(PPI.); facial look or expression XIV (R. 
Mannyng, Barbour); face, visage XIV 
(Gower); 'appearance of favour' (J.), 
support XVI. -A::\. c(o)untenaunce, (O)F. 
contenance bearing, behaviour, mien, con
tents, f. contenir maintain (oneself), 
CO:-<TAI~ j cf. L. continentia CONTINE~CE, 
(late) contents, (in medL.) demeanour, way 
of living; see -ANCE. Hence cou·ntenance 
vb. "tmake a show (of), pretend xv; "tface 
out; "tset off; give support to XVI. 

counter1 kau·nt;~.r object used in counting 
or keeping account XIV; desk for counting 
money, etc., (hence) money-changer's table, 
tradesman's table in his shop xrv. -AN. 
count(e)our, OF. conteoir, -eor (mod. comp
toir) :- medL. computiitOrium, f. L. com
putiire COMPUTE j see -ER 0• 

counter2 kau·nt;:,.r A. topposite direction 
to that taken by the game XVI ; B. part of a 
horse's breast lying between the shoulders 
XVII ; curved part of a ship's stern XVII 
(Capt. Smith). f. COUNTER4 or 6• 

counter3 kau·nt;:,.r in fencing, circular 
parry, the particular engagement being 
indicated by an addition, as counter-seconde, 
-fierce, -quarte, -septime. xvn; counterblow 
XIX. -F. contre, corr. to It. contro, sb. use 
of the prep. (see COUNTER6). 

counter4 kau·nt;~.r opposed, opposite. XVI. 
adj. use of the prefix COUNTER-, generalized 
from comps. such as counterblast, counter
mine, counterpoise. 

counter5 kau·nt;:..I go counter to, oppose, 
controvert xrv (Wyclif); give a counterblow 
XIX. orig. aphetic of "tacounter, var. of 
ENCOUNTER; in later use a fresh formation 
on COUNTER- or COUNTER6

• 

counter• kau·nt;:,J in the opposite direction, 
orig. in hunting, hunt, run counter. XV. 
- OF. countre :- L. contra adv. and prep. 
against, in return, orig. fern. abl. with loca
tive meaning ; cf. co:-<TRA. 
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COUNTER-

counter- kau·nta.I prefix, ME. countre
- AN. countre-, (O)F. contre- :- L. contra
co:-<TRA-; denoting (i) against, opposite, in 
opposition to, (ii) in reversal of or parallelism 
with a former action, as counter-reformation, 
-revolution, (iii) in reciprocation or reply, as 
countersign, (iv) as the opposite member or 
constituent, as counter/oil, -part, (v) with 
a contrary action or movement, etc., in 
mutual opposition, as counterchange, (vi) 
mus., cf. CONTRA-; her., in the contrary 
direction, on opposite sides, with tinctures 
reversed, as counter-company. counter
BLAST kau·nta.Iblast. XVI. counterfeit 
kau·nt;ufit, -fit made in imitation, spurious, 
sham (Gower); also sb. (Maund.) XIV. 
OF. countrefet, -fait (mod. contrefait), pp. 
of contrefaire, corr. to Pr. contrafar, It. 
contraffare - Rom. (medL.) contrafacere 
(cf. late L. contrafactio contrast), f. contra 
COUNTER-+facere make (see FACT). So 
cou·nterfeit vb. make a fraudulent imita
tion (of). XIII. -AN. countrefeter, f. 
countrefet pp. counterfoil kau·nta.Ifoil 
complementary part of a cheque, receipt, 
etc. XVIII; FOIL1 was used in the same sense 
XV. cou·ntermand revoke or annul a 
command or order xv; tgo counter to, 
counteract XVI. -OF. contremander- medL. 
contramandare; see MANDATE. counter
pane kau·nt;,.Ipein outer bed-covering. 
XVII. Alteration, by assim. to PANE1 in the 
same sense (XIV), which appears also in 
tcover-pane (xv), of tcounterpoint XV ( cf. 
Sh. 'Taming of the Shrew' II i 345)- OF. 
contrepointe, alteration of *coutrepointe, 
cou(l)tepointe :- medL. culcit(r)a puncta 
'quilted mattress', i.e. culcit(r)a cushion, 
mattress, and puncta, fern. pp. of pungere 
prick, stab (see POINT). counterpart 
kau·nta.Ipii.It opposite part of an indenture, 
also gen. XV. f. COUNTER-+ PART\ after (O)F, 
contre-partie. counterpoint kau·nta.Ipoint 
melody added as an accompaniment to a 
given melody; art or practice of doing this. 
xv. - (O)F. contrepoint = It. contrappunto 
(cf. CONTRAPUNTAL), - medL. contrapunc
tum, cantus contrapunctus 'song pointed
against', the accompaniment being orig. 
noted by points or pricks set against those 
of the plainsong melody; see CONTRA- b. 
cou·nterPOISE weight balancing another 
weight XV; equilibrium XVI. -OF. countre
peis, -pois. cou·nterscARP (fortif.) outer 
wall of the ditch. XVI. -F. contrescarpe 
-It. contrascarpa. cou·nterSIGN sign used 
in response to another sign. XVI. -F. 
contresigne- It. contrasegno. counterTE'NOR 
part next above the tenor; alto. XIV. -OF. 
contreteneur- It. tcontratenore; cf. medL. 
contratenens; see CONTRA- b. 

countervail kaunta.Ivei-1 match, counter
balance, compensate. XIV (Gower, Wyclif). 
-OF. contrevaloir (pres. stem -vail-)- L. 
phr. contra valere be effective or avail 
against (cf. VALID). 

c:ountry ka·ntri tract of land; one's native 

COURAGE 

land XIII (Cursor M.); territory of a natjon; 
nation, people XIV; rural districts XVI. ME. 
cuntre(e), contre(e)- OF. cuntree, (mod.) 
contree = Pr., It. contrada :- medL., Rom. 
contrata (Leges Sicilire), sb. use (sc. terra 
land) of fern. of adj. meaning 'lying opposite 
or facing one', hence 'the landscape spread 
out before one'; cf. Pr. encontrada in the 
same sense. (jf G. gegend region, f. gegen 
against, opposite, was modelled on the F. 
word. Hence cou·ntry DA'"'CE dance of 
rura] origin. XVI; see CONTRE-DANSE. 
cou·ntryMAN native XIV; compatriot xv; 
husbandman XVI; so cou·ntrywo=MAN xv. 
coo ·ntrysmE particular region of a country ; 
orig. Sc. 

county kau·nti shire. XIV (first in the sense 
'county court', R. Mannyng). -AN. counte 
(Laws of William I), OF. cunte, conte (mod. 
comte) = Pr. com tat, Sp. condado, It. contado 
:- L. comitatu-s, f. comit-, comes couNT1• 

The L. word primarily meant 'body of 
companions, retinue' ; when the comes 
became a state officer, comitatus became 
the name of his office, and when the 'count' 
became a territorial lord, 'county' became 
the designation of his territory ; conse
quently AN. counte was used to render the 
native shire, the designation of a territory 
administered orig. by an 'earl' (OE. eorl) 
and later by a sheriff (AN. viscounte). 

coup ku stroke, hit. XVIII (earlier in some 
phr., e.g. coup d'etat, coup de grace xvni, 
coup de theatre early XVIII). F. coup blow 
:- medL. colpus (see COPPICE). 

coupe1 ku·pei (her.) said of the head, etc., 
cut off clean. XVI. F., pp. of couper cut, 
f. coup (see prec.). Also anglicized with -ED 
cooped kupt. xvn. 

coupe2 ku·pei short four-wheeled closed 
carriage for two. XIX. F., short for carrosse 
coupe 'cut carriage', the body having the 
form of a berline from which the hind seat 
has been cut away; sb. use of pp. (see prec.). 

couple ka·pl union of two, esp. male 
and female XIII (AncrR.); leash, usu. pl. 
(hence phr. hunt in couples) XIV. -OF. 
cople, cuple (mod. couple) :- L. copula tie, 
connexion (see COPULA). So couple vb. 
XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. copier, cupler (mod. 
coupler..) :- L. copulare COPULATE. couplET 
ka·plit pair of successive lines of verse. 
XVI. - (O)F. couplet, dim. of couple. 

coupon ku·pan separable certificate or 
ticket. XIX. -F. coupon, earlier colpon 
piece cut off, slice (whence ME. colpon, Ch.), 
f. colper, couper cut, f. coup blow, cut; cf. 
COUP and -OON. 

courage kA·rid3 theart as the seat of 
feeling, spirit, nature XIII ; tintention, 
purpose; bravery, valour XIV. -OF. corage, 
curage (mod. courage) = Pr. coratge, Sp. 
coraje, It. coraggio :-Rom. *coraticum, f. 
cor HEART ; see -AGE. So courageous 
k;~rei·d3as. xm. -AN. courageous OF. 
corageus (mod. courageux). 
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COURIER 

courier ku·ri::u running messenger XVI; 
servant employed to make travelling 
arrangements XVIII. Earlier currior, -ier- F. 
tcourier, (also mod. courrzer- It. corriere 
(medL. currerius), f. corre :- L. currere 
run (see CURRENT). In the first sense the 
earlier word was tcur(r)our (xiv-xvn)- OF. 
coreor (mod. coureur) :-Rom. *curritorem. 

course k5;).tS running, onward movement; 
path, line, direction; progress, procedure, 
order XIII ; set of dishes placed for a meal, 
one of the successive parts of a meal XIV; 
series, serial succession; sail attached to 
lower masts or yards xv. - (O)F. cours = 
Pr. cors, Sp. curso, It. corso :- L. cursu-s, 
f. curs-, pp. stem of currere run ( cf. CURRENT); 
reinforced xv by (O)F. course = Pr., It. 
corsa :- Rom. *cursa, sb. use of corr. fern. 
form of ppl. (cf. ASSIZE, venue). Hence 
course vb. chase, hunt; cause to run; run 
about. XVI. CJ! From the same base are: 
courier, concourse, discourse, recourse, courser; 
concur, incur, occur, 1·ecur; succour; current, 
recurrent ; excursion, incursion, excursus, pre
cursor, cursitor, cursive, cursory. 

courser ko;)'.tS;).t charger; in mod. times, 
a swift horse. XIII. -OF. corsier (mod. 
coursier) = Pr. corsia, It. corsiere :-Rom. 
*cursiirius, f. cursus COURSE; see -ER 2, 

CORSAIR. 
court k5.tt (place of residence of) royal 

household and retinue; assembly held by 
a sovereign XII; assembly of judges, etc. ; 
place of such assembly ; enclosed area, yard 
XIII; homage, courtly attention (after F. 
faire la or sa cour, It. far la corte pay court) 
XVI. ME. curt, court- AN. curt, OF. cart 
(mod. cour) = Pr. cort, Sp., It. corte, Rum. 
curte :-late L. (Rom.) curtem, earlier cortem, 
colwrtem yard, enclosure, (enclosed) crowd, 
retinue, COHORT. court-BA'RON assembly 
of the freehold tenants of a manor under 
the presidency of the lord xvr. -AN. court 
baron, for earlier court de baron (medL. 
curia baronis). cou·rt-CARD picture card 
of a suit. XVII. Alteration, suggested by the 
personages depicted, of tcoat card card 
bearing a 'coated' or habited figure (XVI
XVII). cou·rt HAND style of handwriting of 
the English law courts. XVI (Sh.). court 
LEET. XVI. cou:rt-MA·RTIAL. XVII, earlier 
tmartial court. cou·rt-PLA'STER sticking
plaster used for wounds. XVIII; so called 
from being used for the black silk patches 
worn on the face by ladies at court. court 
vb. tfrequent the court; pay court to, woo. 
XVI; after Oit. corteare (later corteggiare), 
OF. courtoyer (later courtiser), f. corte, court. 
courtier k5·.tti;).t attendant at the court of 
a sovereign. XIII. ME. courteour- AN. 
cou1·te(i)our, for OF. *cortoyeur, f. cortoyer; 
suffix assim. to-IER, through -e(y )er. cou ·rtly. 
XV; see -LY1• cou·rtSHIP. XVI (Sh.). 

courteous k:i·.tti~s, k5·.tti~s befitting the 
court of a prince, graciously polite or re
spectful. XIII. -OF. corteis, curteis (mod. 
courtois) = Pr. cortes, Sp. cortes, It. cortese 

COVERLET 

:-Rom. "'cortensis, f. "'corte COURT+-ensis 
-ESE. The suffix -Eous replaced -eis XVI. 

courtesan k5·.ttiz;)n, (formerly) k;i·.t- kept 
mistress, prostitute. XVI. -F. courtisane 
- It. tcortigiana, fern. of cortigiano COURTIER, 
f. corte COURT, Cf. ARTISAN. 

courtesy k5·.rt;)si, k5·.r- courteous be
haviour or disposition. XIII (AncrR., 
RGlouc.). -OF. cur-, co(u)rtesie (mod. cour
toisie) = Pr. cortezia, It. cortesia; f. courteis, 
etc., COURTEOUS; see -Y8• Cf. CURTSY. 

couscous ku·skus spotted phalanger. XIX. 
-F.- Du. koeskoes- native Moluccas word. 

cousin kA·zn trelative; son or daughter of 
one's uncle or aunt XIII; term of address 
from one sovereign to another, or to a peer 
xv. -OF. eosin, cusin (mod. cousin) = Pr. 
eosin, Cat. cosi, Rumansch cus(d)rin (cf. Sp. 
sobrino, -a, Pg. sobrinho, -a (chiefly) nephew, 
niece) :- L. consobrinus mother's sister's 
child, pl. cousins gern1an :- *conswesrinos, 
f. com CON-+ *swesor SISTER+ *-inos -INE1• 

couvade kuvii·d custom of 'man-childbed'. 
XIX (E. B. Tylor). - F., f. couver hatch :- L. 
cubiire lie down (cf. INCUBATION); see -ADE. 

cove1 kouv tbedchamber, storechamber; 
(Sc. and north.) hollow in a rock, etc. OE.; 
sheltered recess on a coast. XVI. OE. cofa 
chamber = MLG. cove, MHG. kobe (G. 
koben) stable, pigsty, ON. kofi hut, shed 
:-Germ. *kulion (cf., with other suffix, 
OHG. chubisi hut). 

cove 2 kouv (colloq.) fellow, chap. XVI. 
orig. thieves' cant (gentry cofe nobleman, 
gentleman, bene cofe good fellow), perh. 
identical with Sc. cofe chapman, pedlar (cf. 
the origin of CHAP 3, cuss 2). 

covenant kA·vln;)nt mutual agreement; 
divine contract with mankind (Heb. berith, 
LXX. diatMke, Vulgate L.fr:edus, pactum, in 
N.T. always testamentum) XIII; legal agree
ment or contract XIV. -OF. covenant (later 
and mod. convenant), sb. use of pq). of 
co(n)venir agree (see CONVENE). Hence 
co·venant vb. XIV (Wycl. Bible, couenaun
tide a boond of pees, tr. Vulg. pepigi fa:dus). 
co·venanter (leg. -or); spec. adherent of 
the National Covenant of r638 or the 
Solemn League and Covenant of r643· 

cover kA·va.t put or lay something over; 
screen, shield, protect. XIII. -OF. cuvrir, 
covrir (mod. couvrir) = Pr. cobrir, Sp. 
cubrir, It. coprire :- L. cooperire, f. co- CON
(intensive)+operire cover (cf. aperire open; 
see APERIENT). Hence cover sb. XIV; or 
partly variant of COVERT (OF. couvert, pl. 
-ers). For the ME. var. keuer cf. meve 
MOVE, preve PROVE, RETRIEVE. 

coverlet kA·va.tlit counterpane, quilt. XIII 
(Cursor M.). ME. coverled, -lite- AN. 
covrelet, -lit, f. covre-, pres. stem of OF. 
covrir COVER+lit bed (cf. LITTER). The var. 
coverlid (with assim. to LID) was current in 
literature till XIX, and persists dial. 
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COVERT 

covert kA·v~.It covering XIV; woody shelter 
for game (pron. kA·v;;>.I) XIV (Trev.); feathers 
covering the bases of larger feathers XVIII. 
- OF. covert (mod. couvert), pp. of couvrir 
COVER. So co·vert adj. covered, hidden, 
concealed. XIV. -OF. covert-e. covertuRE 
kA·V;;>.Itf;;>.I cover, covering XIII; position of 
a woman during her married life XVI. -OF. 
coverture (mod. couverture) :-Rom. *cooper
tiira. 

covet k.'l.·vit desire, spec. culpably. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. cuveite, coveite- OF. cu-, 
coveitier (mod. convoiter) = Pr. cobeitar, 
It. cubitare :-Rom. *cupidittire, f. cupidittis 
CUPIDITY. So co·vetous. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-OF. coveitus, -os = Pr. cobeitos :- L. 
*cupiditosus. 

covey kA·vi brood of partridges, etc. XIV. 
-OF. covee (mod. couvee) = It. covata :
Rom. *cubtita hatching, f. L. cubdre lie (cf. 
INCUBATION). 

covin kA·vin tcompany; private agree
ment; collusion, fraud. XIV. -OF. covin, 
covine :- medL. convenium, pl. or fern. sing. 
-ia, f. convenire come together, agree (see 
CONVENE). 

cow1 kau female of a bovine animal. OE. 
cii = OFris. kii, OS. ko (Du. koe), OHG. 
chuo (G. kuh), ON. kyr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *kouz, *koz, fern. :- IE. *gwous, 
whence also Skr. gtitis (gav-, go-), Arm. kov, 
Gr. bous (boF-, bo-), L. bas (bov-, bo-), Olr. 
b6, Lett. guovs. The normal descendant of 
the mutated OE. pl. c:Y (cf. G. kuhe) is north. 
kye; the form kine (now arch.) descends 
from a ME. (xm) extension of this with -n 
from the weak declension, which was mainly 
due to late OE. g.pl. cyna (for ciia). 

cow2 kau depress with fear. XVII (Sh.). 
prob. in dial. use long before its appearance 
in literature (cf. dwindle), and- ON. ktiga 
oppress, tyrannize over (Norw. kue, MSw. 
kufwa, Sw. kuva). 

cowage, cowitch kau·id3 hairs of the pod 
of Mucuna pruriens. XVII. -Hindi kiwtitich, 
kawtiizch, kawtich. 

coward kau·;;>.Id ignobly faint-hearted 
person. XIII. ME. cu(e)ard- OF. cuard, 
later couard = Pr. coart, It. codardo, f. Rom. 
*coda, L. cauda tail; see -ARD. The refer
ence to 'tail' is obscure; in the OF. 'Roman 
de Renart', 'Reynard the Fox', coart is the 
name ofthe hare. So cow·ardice XIII. -OF. 
couardise; an earlier OF. syn. was couardie, 
whence ME. (XIV) cowardy (see -Y 3). 

cower kau•;;>.J crouch for shelter or in fear. 
XIII (koure). - MLG. kiiren lie in wait 
(whence also !eel. kura, Sw. kura, Da. kure 
squat, G. kauern); Gr. gur6s round, curved, 
guros circle, have been compared. 

cowl kaul hooded garment worn by reli
gious OE. ; hood of the habit or of a cloak 
XVI; hood-shaped top of chimney XIX. OE. 

CRAB 

cug(e)le, ciile, corr. to MLG., MDu. coghel, 
OHG. cucula, cugula, chugela (G. kugel, 
kogel) - ecclL. cuculla, f. L. cucullus hood 
of a cloak. In ME. reinforced by kuuele :
OE. cufie = MLG., MDu. covele (Du. 
keuvel), ON. kofi, kufi, and prob. by (O)F. 
coule = Pr. cogolla, Sp. cogulla, It. cocolla 
:- ecclL. cuculla. 

cowrie kau·ri shell of a small gastropod, 
Cypra:a moneta. XVII. -Urdu, Hindi 
kauri :- Skr. kaparda, kapardika. 

cowslip kau·slip the wild plant Primula 
veris. OE. ciislyppe, f. cii cow1 +slyppe 
viscous or slimy substance, i.e. 'cow-slobber' 
or 'cow-dung'; cf. OXSLIP. The OE. var. 
ciisloppe continued into mod. dial. ; cf. dial. 
bull-slop and see SLOP. 

cox k<>ks shortening of coxswAIN ; hence 
as vb. XIX. 

coxal k<>·ks~l pert. to the coxa or hip. XIX. 
f. L. coxa hip (with cogns. denoting various 
bones in Indo-Iran., Celtic, and Germ.)+ 
-AL, Cf. CUISSE. 

coxcomb k<>·kskoum cap worn by a pro
fessional fool (in shape and colour like a 
cock's comb); (arch.) thead (Sh.); tfool; 
fop. XVI. 

coxswain k<>·kswein helmsman of a boat. 
XV. f. COCK3 ship's boat+SWAIN. Formerly 
also tcoxon, COXen j cf. BOATSWAIN, BOSUN. 

coy koi tquiet, still; shyly reserved. XIV. 
- (O)F. coi, earlier quei = Pr. quet, Sp. 
quedo, It. cheto, Rum. cet :-Rom. *quetu-s, 
for L. quietus QUIET. 

coyote koi·out, koi<>·ti prairie wolf of N. 
America. XIX. - Mex. Sp. - Aztec coyotl. 

COZ kAZ abbrev. of tcozen, COUSIN. XVI. 

cozen kA·zn cheat, defraud. XVI (Tusser, 
Stubbes). prob. orig. vagrants' cant, and 
perh. to be assoc. with cousiN, through OF. 
cousin dupe, or cousiner 'to clayme kindred 
for aduantage, or particular ends' (Cotgr.); 
but the frequent sp. with -on has suggested 
deriv. from It. cozzonare 'to play the horse
breaker, to play the craftie knaue' (Florio), 
f. cozzone middleman, broker= OF. cosson 
dealer :- L. coctio(n-). Hence co·zen
AGE XVI (Stubbes, Nashe), co·zener XVI 
(Awdeley). 

crab1 kra:b crustacean of the tribe 
Brachyura. OE. crabba = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
krabbe (whence F. crabe), ON. krabbi, rel. 
to OS. kreoit, MLG. krevet, (M)Du. kreeft, 
OHG. chrebiz, chrebazo (G. krebs, whence 
F. ecrevisse CRAYFISH), and to MLG. krab
ben, ON. krafla scratch, claw, OHG. krapho 
hook ; the creature may have been named 
from its claws. 

crab2 kra:b wild apple. XIV. contemp. with 
north. scrab (pro b. of Scand. origin; cf. Sw. 
dial. skrabba wild apple), of which it may be 
an alteration by assoc. with prec. or 
CWillliiiD, 
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CRAB 

crab 8 krreb (of hawks) scratch, claw XVI 
(Turbervile); (sl.) find fault with, 'pull to 
pieces' XIX. - (M)LG. krabben (see CRAB1). 

crab4 krreb alteration of carap, the S. Amer. 
tree Carapa guianensis, as in crab nut, oil, 
tree, wood. XVIII. 

crabbed kne·bid tfroward, wayward XIII 
(Cursor M.); out of humour; tharsh, rugged 
XIV; difficult to deal with or make sense of; 
cross-tempered XVI. f. CRAB1 +-ED, with 
orig. ref. to the gait and habits of the crab, 
which suggest cross-grained or fractious 
disposition ; cf. for meaning LG. krabbe 
cantankerous man, krabbig contentious, 
cross-grained, and for formation dogged. 
There has been later assoc. with CRAB 2 with 
connotation of sourness. 

crack krrek A. make a sharp short noise 
OE. ; break with a sudden sharp report 
XIII; B. utter loudly or sharply XIV; (dial.) 
boast xv (whence crack up eulogize XIX). 
OE. cracian sound, resound = (M)Du. 
kraken, OHG. chrahMn (G. krachen). The 
normal repr. of the OE. word, i.e. crake 
(now dial.), has been superseded by the 
short form by assoc. with (i) crack sb. (ME. 
crak) XIV, corr. to MDu. crak, OHG. chrac 
(G. krach), or with (ii) F. craquer (XVI), of 
Germ. origin. crack adj. pre-eminent, first
class XVIII; attrib. use of crack sb. in the 
sense 'that which is cracked up or highly 
commended' (xvii). Hence cracked krrekt 
crazy ( cf. F. jete), earlier brain-cracked XVII. 
cra·ckER1 tboaster, liar; kind of firework 
XVI ; instrument for cracking or crushing 
XVII. cra·ckle XVI; see -LE 3 ; whence 
cra·ckling crisp skin of roast pork xvm. 

cracknel krre·kn;Jl light crisp biscuit. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Alteration of F. craquelin 
(whence dial. crackling XVI)- MDu. krtike
linc, f. krtiken CRACK. 

cracksman krre·ksm;Jn house-breaker. XIX. 
f. CRACK sb. in the sense 'house-breaking' 
(XIX), on the analogy of craftsman. 

-cracy kr;Jsi repr. F. -cratie krasi, medL. 
-cratia, Gr. -kratid power, rule (f. krdtos 
strength, might, authority) in Gr. originals 
of ARISTOCRACY, DEMOCRA.CY, OCHLOCRACY, 
PLUTOCRACY, THEOCRACY. The suffix has in 
mod. times acquired the sense of 'ruling 
body or class' of the kind denoted by the 
first element. Many joe. or contemptuous 
formations are or have been used, such as 
beerocracy, clubocracy, mobocracy, snobo
cracy; for the connecting el. see -o-. 

cradle krei·dl child's light bed or cot OE.; 
framework of bars, cords, etc. XIV. OE. 
cradol, of which an unattested var. *cradel 
was prob. the source of north. ME. credel, 
dial. craddle, creddle; perh. f. the same base 
as OHG. kratto, MHG., G. kratte basket. 

craft kraft A. tstrength, power OE.; 
B. skill, deceit OE.; C. art, trade OE.; 

CRANBERRY 

D. structure, work XII; E. vessels, boats 
XVII. OE. cra;ft = OFris. kraft, OS. kraft 
(Du. kracht), OHG. chraft (G. kraft), ON. 
kraptr, with no cogns. outside Germ. As 
a second el. of comps. in the sense 'art', in 
handicraft, statecraft, witchcraft. Hence 
cra·ftsMAN. XIV (PP!., Wycl. Bible). f. 
g.sg. cra·fty tstrong; tskilful OE; cun
ning, wily xrrr. OE. cr<eftig = OS. kraftag, 
-ig, OHG. chreftig (G. kriiftig), ON. 
krt,Jptugr; see -Y1 • 

crag krreg steep rugged rock. XIII (Cursor 
M.; also in Cumberland place-names 
Blakrag, Buckecrag). Of Celtic origin; not, 
however, from a form repr. by Ir., Gael. 
creag, W. craig rock(:- *krakjo-) but prob. 
from an OBritish *crag(:- *krako-). Hence 
cra·ggy xv; see -Y1• 

crake kreik (dial.) crow, raven XIV; CORN
CRAKE XV. -ON. krdka, krdkr, of imit. 
origin (cf. CROAK). 

cram krrem fill to repletion or excess. 
OE. (ge)crammian, corr. to MLG. kremmen, 
0::-.J. kremja squeeze, pinch; Du. krammen 
cramp, clamp, MHG. krammen claw; f. 
*kram- *krem-; cf. OE. (ge)crimman cram, 
stuff, and further L. gremium bosom ( cf. 
GRE"-IIAL), OS!. gramada, Lett. griimatas 
heap, Skr. grtimas group of men. 

crambo krre·mbou rhyming game; (con
temptuously) rhyme, rhyming. XVII. Modi
fication, on an It. or Sp. model, of tcrambe 
(two syll.) used XVI-XVIII in phr. echoing 
J uvenal's crambe repetita (vii I 54) cabbage 
served up again, and hence for '(distasteful) 
repetition', and spec. of repetition of iden
tical sounds in rhyme (xvn) - L. crambe 
- Gr. krdmbe kind of cabbage. 

cramoisy krre·moizi, -;Jzi chiefly Sc.; see 
CRIMSON. XV. 

cramp1 krremp violent contraction of the 
muscles. XIV (Ch.). -OF. crampe- MLG., 
MDu. krampe = OHG. krampfo, rei. to 
OS. kramp, OHG. chrampf (G. krampj), 
sb. uses of an adj. meaning 'bent' (OHG. 
krampj, ON. krappr narrow, and OE. cram
piht); cf.next and CRIMP. Hencecrampvb. 
affect with cramp; (in applications inff. by 
CRAMP 2) compress, confine narrowly xvr. 

cramp 2 krremp metal bar with bent end(s). 
xv. - MDu. krampe (whence G. krampe, 
F. crampe) = OHG. chrampho, MHG. 
kramphe, of the same ult. origin as prec. 

cranberry krre·nb;Jri fruit of the shrub 
Vaccinium Oxycoccos. XVII. First used in 
England for the imported American species, 
Vaccinium macrocarpon, and thence transf. 
to the native European kind. Adopted by 
the colonists of N. America from G. kran
beere or LG. kranebere 'cRANE-berry' (cf. G. 
kranichbeere, and Sw. tranbiir, Da. trane
brer, f. trana, trane CRANE). 



CRANE 

crane krein large grallatorial bird OE. ; 
machine for raising and lowering weights 
(so Gr. geranos, L. griis battering-ram, F. 
grue, G. kran, etc.). xrv. OE. cran, corr. to 
MLG. kran, kron, and MDu. crane (Du. 
kraan), OHG. krano (G. kran machine), 
also (with k-suffix; cf. hawk, lark) OE. 
cranoc, cornuc, MLG. kranek, OHG. 
chranuh, -ih (G. kranich bird); IE. bird
name f. imit. base *ger-, repr. also by L. 
griis, Gr. geranos, Arm. kiunk, Lith. garnys 
heron, stork, gen·e crane, OS!. zeravl, W. 
garan; the Scand. forms have tr-, e.g. ON. 
trani. The present form depends on OE. 
obi. cases. Hence crane vb. hoist or lower 
with a crane xvr; stretch one's neck XVIII. 
cranesbill krei·nzbil species of Geranium 
(the ref. is to the long slender beak of the 
fruit). XVI (Turner, Gerarde); cf. Du. 
tcraenhals, MLG. kraneshals 'crane-neck', 
so called from resemblance to the long 
neck of the bird. 

cranium krei·ni;}m skull. xvr. - medL. 
cranium- Gr. kranion, rei. to kdra head, 
and hence to the group of kiras, L. cornii 
HORN. The comb. form is cranio- (see -o-), 
as in cranio·LOGY, cranio·scoPY. xrx. 
Hence cra·niAL. XVIII. 

crank1 krreiJk portion of an axis bent at 
right angles. OE. crane in crancstrejweaver's 
implement (cf. crencestre female weaver), 
rei. to crincan (rare), parallel to cringan fall 
in battle, of which the prim. meaning ap
pears to have been 'bend up, crook, curl 
up', hence 'shrink, give way, become weak'; 
cf. (M)HG., Du. krank sick, ill, (formerly) 
weak, slight, small, implied in OHG. 
chrancholon be weak, stumble ; the latter 
adj. is the source of thieves' cant cranh 
rogue who feigned sickness (xvr). Cf. 
CRINGE, CRINKLE. 

crank2 krreiJk tbend, crook; fanciful turn 
of speech XVI ; crotchet, whim (now usu. in 
quips and cranks, after Milton's 'L'Allegro' 
25) XVI; (orig. U.S., back-formation from 
CRANKY) eccentric or crotchety person XIX 
(r88r). prob. ult. identical with prec. 

crank3 krreiJk (naut.) liable to capsize. 
XVII (also cranke sided). perh. to be con
nected with crank adj. crabbed, awkward 
(xvm), infirm, shaky (xrx), and CRANK1• 

cranky krre·IJki (dial.) sickly xvm; out of 
order; wayward, cross-tempered; (colloq.) 
crotchety XIX (Dickens). perh. orig. f. cant 
tcrank (see CRANK1), but infl. later by assoc. 
with CRANK 2 ; see -Y1• 

crannog krre·n;}g ancient lake-dwelling. 
xrx. - Ir. crannog, Gael. crannag timber 
structure, f. crann tree, beam. 

cranny krre·ni chink, crevice. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). Earliest form cranye; poss. based 
on (O)F. cran, cren, crenne, dial. crain, cren 
notch, corr. to It. crena :-late popL. crena 
notch (see CRENATE). 

crape kreip thin gauze-like fabric. xvu 
(earliest ex. have crispe, crespe). -·F. tcrespe, 

CRAVE 

crepe, sb. use of OF. crespe curled, frizzed 
(see CRISP). 

crapulous krre·pjul;}s grossly excessive in 
drink or food XVI; suffering from such 
excess xvm. -late L. crapulosus, f. crapula 
intoxication- Gr. kraipdle result of a 
drunken debauch ; see -ous. 

crash1 krreJ dash to pieces xrv; make the 
noise of this XVI. imit. forma':ion, perh. 
partly suggested by craze and dash. Hence 
crash sb. (noise of) crashing XVI; financial 
collapse XIX (Coleridge). 

crash2 krreJ coarse linen. XIX. -Russ. 
krashenfna dyed and glossed linen. 

t.lf Hakluyt (1598) and Purchas (r6zs) have 
craska, crasko for a kind of stuff. 

crasis krei·sis blending of elements XVII; 
combination of two vowels in one XIX. 
-Gr. krasis mixture, combination, f. base 
of kerannunai mix (cf. CRATER). 

crass krres coarse, gross xvr; grossly stupid 
XVII. - L. crassus solid, thick, fat. So 
cra·ssiTUDE tthickness xv; gross ignorance 
XVII. - L. 

-crat krret terminal el. repr. F. -crate, Gr. 
-krates in aristocrate, dimocrate partisan of 
an aristocracy or democracy, (at the time of 
the French Revolution, passing into) mem
ber of the aristocracy, etc.; modelled on 
these are plutocrat and many nonce or joe. 
formations, as cottonocrat. See also AUTO
CRAT. The corr. abstr. sbs. end in -CRACY, 
the adjs. in -cratic(al). 

cratch krretJ (dial.) crib, manger xm; 
wooden grating, hurdle XIV. ME. crecche 
(mod. dial. cretch)- OF. creche (mod. 
CRECHE) = Pr. crepcha, It. greppia :-Rom. 
*creppja- Germ. *krippja (whence OE. 
cribb CRIB). 

crate kreit large case or hamper, box of 
open bars or slats. XVII. Earliest forms 
creat (xv11), crade (xvm); poss. introduced 
with imports from Holland; cf. Du. krat 
tailboard of a wagon, skeleton case, tbasket, 
tbox of a coach (Kilian), of unkn. origin. 

t1f An ex. of crate meaning 'hurdle' (xvr) is 
presumably- L. cratis. 

crater krei·t;}.l mouth of a volcano XVII; 
hole made in the ground by an explosion 
xrx. - L. crater bowl, basin, aperture of a 
volcano - Gr. krath bowl, lit. mixing
vessel, f. *k(e)ra- mix (cf. CRASIS). 

cravat kr;}vre·t kind of necktie. xvn 
(crabat, crevatt, cravatt). - F. cravate, 
appellative use of Cravate- G. Krabate 
- Serbo-Croatian Hrvat CROAT. t.l[The early 
form of the cravat was copied from the 
linen scarf worn round the neck by Croatian 
mercenaries in France. 

crave kreiv tdemand OE.; beg for xn; 
yearn for xrv. OE. crafian (:- *kraoojan), 
rei. to ON. krpf request, krejja (:- *kraojan); 
the base is perh. that of CRAFT, with the 
radical sense of 'force, exact'. 
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CRAVEN 

craven krei·vn defeated (arch. in cry 
craven) XIII; poor-spirited, pusillanimous 
XIV; sb. XVI. ME. crauaunt, later crauaunde, 
cravand, perh.- clipped AN. form (cf. 
ASSIGN 2) of OF. cravante overcome, van
quished, pp. of cravanter crush, overwhelm 
= Pr. crebantar, Sp. quebrantar :-Rom. 
*crepantare, f. crepant-, prp. stem of L. 
crepare rattle, burst (see CREPITATION); the 
ME. form was later assim. to pps. in -EN. 

craw kr5 pouch-like enlargement of the 
gullet in birds. XIV. -or orig. cogn. with 
MLG. krage (whence Ice!. kragi), MDu. 
crtighe (Du. kraag) neck, throat, gullet = 
MHG. krage (G. kragen), of unkn. origin. 
The limitation of sense is peculiar to Eng. 

crawfish see CRAYFISH. 

crawF kr51 move along in a prone position 
XIV; be alive with creeping things XVI. Late 
ME. crawle, superseding earlier creule, 
croule, of unkn. origin (but cf. Sw. kravla, 
Da. kravle). 

crawP kr51 thog-pen XVII; pen or reservoir 
for fish, etc. XVIII. - colonial Du. kraal 
- Sp. CORRAL. 

crayfish krei·fiJ tcrustacean XIV; fresh
water crustacean Astacus fluviatilis xv; 
spiny lobster, langouste XVIII. ME. cre
vis(se), -es(se)- OF. crevice, crevis, crevesce 
- OHG. krebiz (G. krebs) CRAB. Stressed 
orig. on the final syll., the word developed 
two types, (i) crevis, whence crevish, which 
by lengthening of the first syll. and assim. 
to fish, became crayfish (xvi), and (ii) cravis, 
which, through cravish, crafish (XVI), became 
craw·fish (xvii), which survives as the U.S. 
form.«;![ OF. var. escrevisse gave ME. scrafisse 
(XIV), skrafysch (XIv-xv). 

crayon krebn stick of coloured chalk. 
XVII (Evelyn, Pepys, Dryden). - F. crayon, 
f. craie chalk = Pr. greda :- L. creta chalk, 
clay; see -ooN. 

craze kreiz tshatter, batter, crack XIV 
(Ch.); tbreak down in health; impair in 
intellect (cf. cracked) xv. perh.- ON. 
*krasa (cf. Sw. krasa crunch, kras in phr. 
gd i kras fly into pieces, slil i kras dash to 
pieces). Hence craze sb. tcrack, flaw XVI; 
tcrack-brain XVII; insane fancy, mania XIX. 
cra·zy unsound, liable to fall to pieces; 
tfailing in health XVI ; of unsound mind 
XVII; see -Y1 • 

creak krik tcroak XIV ; tspeak stridently 
or querulously xv; make a shrill grating 
noise XVI. orig. synon. with tcrake (XIV) 
and CROAK, and of similar imit. origin; the 
change of the ME. vowel e to i may have 
assisted the sense development. 

cream krim oily part of milk XIV ; best or 
choice part XVI ; applied to purified prepara
tions XVII. ME. creme (creym, craym)- OF. 
creme, craime, cresme (mod. creme), repr. 
blending of late L. crdmum (Venan.tius 
.Fortunatus), criima, which is perh. of 
Gaulish origin, with late L. chrisma CHRISM 

CREDENCE 

(mod.F. clzreme). fJl The OE. word ream 
survives dial. 

crease kris mark produced by folding; 
also vb. xv; (cricket) lines marked on the 
ground to define positions XVIII. In XVI
XVII also creast, which was a frequent var. 
of CREST (cf. beast); orig. crest, which was 
reduced to crease by assimn. to the 
var. cress (XVI-XVII) of the vb., the mark 
of a fold being looked at as a ridge in 
the material. Cf. OF. creste wrinkled, fur
rowed. 

create kriei·t bring into being. The inf. is 
not attested before late xv, but is anticipated 
in early xv by the pp. created, which was an 
extension (see -ED) of tcreat (XIV, Ch., 
Trevisa) - L. credtus, pp. of credre bring 
forth, produce, cause to grow, prob. rei. to 
crescere grow (cf. CRESCENT). The sense 
'form out of nothing', and the consequent 
applications of creation, creator, etc., are 
of Christian origin. So creA·TroN. XIV 
(Gower). - (O)F.- L. In gen. senses first 
recorded from Sh.; in the sense 'created 
world' first in A.V., Rom. viii 22. crea·tiVE. 
XVII (Cudworth). creA'TOR one who creates; 
in earliest use of God (replacing early ME. 
sheppend, OE. scieppend). XIII. -OF. 
creatour, -ur (mod. createur) - L. creatorem, 
creator. creatuRE kri·tJ;u created thing. 
XIII (Cursor M.). orig. creatu·re- (O)F. 
creature - late L. credtiira, f. credt-, credre. 

creche kreiJ, llkreJ public nursery for 
infants. XIX. F., 'manger, crib', 'day 
nursery' = Pr. crepcha, It. greppia :-Rom. 
*creppia- OHG. kripja, krippa CRIB. 

credence kri·dans A. ttrust, confidence, 
credit XIV (letter of credance, R. Mannyng); 
belief XIV (Wycl. Bible, Gower). B. tassay
ing of food XV; tsideboard for dishes, etc. 
XVI; (eccl.) in full credence table, side table 
near an altar for holding vessels XIX. - (O)F. 
credence- medL. credentia (whence It. 
credenza, the source of F. credence in the 
senses under B above), f. credent-, -ens, prp. 
of L. credere; see CREED, -ENCE. So cre
de·nda thir'gs to be believed. XVII. n. pl. 
of gerundive of L. credere. cre·dENT be
lieving; tcredible, creditable. XVII (Sh.). 
credential kride·nJal recommending or 
entitling to credit, esp. in letters c., c. letters 
(in medL. litterce credentiales) XVI; sb. pl. 
XVII (Clarendon). - medL. credentialis, f. 
credentia CREDENCE; see -IAL. credible 
kre·dibl believable, reliable. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). - L. credibilis, f. credere; see 
CREDIT, ·IBLE. So crediBI'LITY. XVI 
(Hooker). - medL. credit kre·dit faith, 
trust; (favourable) repute; power based on 
confidence; acknowledgement of merit; 
confidence in a buyer's ability to pay, 
reputation of solvency XVI; sum at one's 
disposal in a bank XVII ; acknowledgement 
of payment (hence fig. phr. give a person 
credit for) XVIII. -F. credit- It. credito or 
L. creditum (thing entrusted to one, loan), 



CREDO 

n. pp. of credere. Hence, or f. pp. credit
of cri!dere, cre·dit vb. put trust in ; tdo 
credit to XVI ; enter on the credit side of an 
account xvn ; ascribe to XIX. So cre·ditor 
one who gives credit or to whom money is 
owing. xv. -AN. creditour, OF. crediteur 
- L. creditor ; see -oR1

• 

credo kri·dou creed. xu. Ist pers. pres. 
sg. indic. of L. credere believe. t][ So used 
also in Rom. and other Germ. langs. 
credulous kre·djfil;Js ready (now always, 
over-ready) to believe. xvr. f. L. credulus, 
f. credere believe ; see CREED, -ULOUS. So 
creduliTY kridju.-liti tbelief, credence xv; 
over-readiness to believe XVI. - (O)F.- L. 
creed krid authoritative form of words 
setting forth the articles of belief. OE. creda 
- L. credo I believe (with cogns. in Indo
Iranian and Celtic), the first word of the 
Apostles' and the Nicene Creeds in the 
Latin versions. 

creek krik A. narrow inlet in a coast XIII; 
arm or branch of a river (now esp. in U.S. 
and British dominions) XVI; B. cleft, chink, 
corner, nook XIII. (i) ME. crike- ON. kriki 
chink, nook (in handarkriki armpit; cf. 
Norw., Sw. dial. krik corner, etc.), whence 
also (O)F. crique, which may be partly a 
source of the Eng. word; (ii) ME. creke, 
either- MDu. kreke (Du. kreek creek, bay), 
or by lengthening of t in crike; cf. AL. crica 
and creca; ult. origin unkn. (a stem with i 
occurs in ON. krikar m. pl. groin). 

creel kril large wicker basket. xv (Wyn
toun). orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 

creep krip move with the body prone and 
close to the ground OE. ; move forward 
cautiously or slowly xu ; grow along the 
ground, a wall, etc. xvr. OE. creopan, pt. 
creap, crupon, pp. cropen = OFris. kriapa, 
OS. criopan, ON. krjtipa ::.... Germ. *kreupan, 
*kraup, *krupun, *krupanaz; cogn. forms 
have ii in the pres. stem, as OS. kriipan 
(Du. kruipen), MLG. kriipen, MHG. krufen; 
rei. to CROP, CRIPPLE. Weak forms of the 
pt. are found as early as c. 1300 and of the 
pp. in xv; these replaced ME. crope and 
crop(p)en respectively, which survived dial. 

creese kris, kris kris Malay dagger. XVI. 
ult. - Malay kiris, kris, kris, but immed. -
such forms as Du. kris (so in G.), Sp., Pg. 
cris, F. criss; there have been numerous 
vars. 

cremate krimei-t consume (esp. a corpse) 
by fire. XIX. f. pp. stem of L. cremare, or 
back-formation from crelllA·TroN. xvu 
(Sir T. Browne). So crematORIUM krem-, 
krim;Jt5•ri;Jm establishment for cremation ; 
superseding cre·matory XIX; see -ORY. 

cremona1 krimou·n;J violin made at Cre
mona, in Lombardy, Italy. xvm (Sterne). 

cremona• krimou·n;J 8-foot organ reed
stop. XVII. Alteration of cromorne- F. 
CHOMORNB, 

CRESS 

crenate kri·neit (nat. hist.) notched, finely 
scalloped. XVIII. - modL. crenatus, f. L. 
crena notch (occurring once as a gloss on 
Gr. y>.vrf>ls notched end of an arrow, but 
established in Rom. from xu); cf. next and 
see -ATE2• 

crenellate kre·nileit provide with em
battlements or embrasures. XIX (first in 
pp.). f. (O)F. creneler (in OF. pp. only), 
f. crenel embrasure = Pr. crenel :- popL. 
*crenellu-s, (medL. kernellus), dim. oflate L. 
crena (see CRANNY). So crenellA·TION. XIX 
(Lytton). -F. t][ The OF. sb. and vb. have 
been repr. by tkernel sb. (xm-xvu), vb. 
(x1v-xvm), tcrenelle (her.) embattled (xvi
xvn), crenelled notched (xvm), embattled 
(xrx). 

Creole kri·oul (descendant of) European 
or Negro settler in theW. Indies, etc. xvn 
(criole). -F. creole, earlier criole- Sp. 
criollo, pro b. - Pg. crioulo negro born in 
Brazil, home-born slave, formerly of animals 
reared at home, f. criar nurse, breed :- L. 
credre CREATE. 

creosote kri·;Jsout oily liquid distilled 
from wood tar. XIX. -G. kreosote (1832, 
Reichenbach), f. Gr. kreo-, kreo-, comb. 
form ~f kreas flesh (rei. to L. crudus CRUDE) 
+sot[er saviour, sotJeria safety; intended to 
mean 'flesh-saving' with ref. to the anti
septic properties. 

crepe kreip transparent dress material, 
esp. in crepe de chine kreip d;J Jin 'China 
crape'. XIX. F.; see CRAPE. 

crepitation krepitei·J;Jn crackling noise 
xvu; (path.) sound accompanying breathing 
in lung disease, etc. XIX. - F. crepitation 
(Pare) - late L. crepitatio(n-), f. crepitare, 
frequent. of crepare crack, creak, of imit. 
origin. So cre·pitate. XVII; see -ATEs. 
crepitus kre·pit;Js (path.) crepitation. 
XIX. L., f. crepare. 

crepuscular kripA·skjfil;J.r pert. to twilight. 
XVII. f. L. crepusculum, f. (evening) twilight, f. 
(prob. after diliiculum dawn) *crepus, creper 
dark, obscure; see -AR. 

crescendo kriJe·ndou (mus.) direction for 
increase in loudness. XVIII. It., prp. of 
crescere INCREASE. 

crescent kre·s;Jnt convexo-concave figure, 
as of the waxing (or waning) moon XIV; row 
of buildings in the form of an arc of a circle 
(first applied to the Royal Crescent at Bath) 
xvm. ME. cressa(u)nt- AN. cressaunt, OF. 
creissant (mod. croissant) :- L. crescentem, 
-ens, prp. of crescere grow, INCREASE. In 
XVII assim. to the L. form, which was 
already current in crescent adj. XVI. See 
-ENT. t][ L. luna crescens waxing moon 
(Columella) has no reference to shape, 
which was developed in Rom. 

cress kres any kind of cruciferous plants 
with pungent edible leaves. OE. cressa, 
cresse, crerse, cerse = MLG. kerse, MDu. 
kersse, korsse (Du. kers), OHG. chresso, 
chressa (G. kresse) ;- WGerm. •krasj&n. 
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CRESSET 

cresset kre·sit vessel containing oil or 
other fuel to give light. XIV. -OF. cresset, 
craisset, f. craisse, var. of graisse oil, GREASE; 
see -ET. 

crest krest tuft or plume of feathers XIV; 
top, ridge XIII; ridge of an animal's neck 
xvr. -OF. creste (mod. crete) = Pr., Sp., 
It. cresta, Rum. creas{a :- L. crista tuft, 
plume, prob. rei. to crfnis hair. 

cretaceous kritei·fas chalky. XVII. f. L. 
cretiiceus, f. creta chalk; see -ACEous. 

Cretan kri·tan pert. to the island of Crete 
in the Mediterranean. XVI (Sh.). - L. 
Cretiinus ; see -A~. «]! The forms used in 
early translations of the Bible are, in Acts 
ii II Cretes (Geneva and A.V.)- Vulg. 
Cretes, in Titus i I2 Cretayns (Tindale and 
Coverdale), Cretyans (Cranmer), Cretians 
(Geneva and A.V.); Rheims and Douay 
have C1·etensians (- Vulg. Cretenses) in both 
places. 

cretic kri-tik (pros.) amphimacer (- u -), 

verse consisting of such feet. XVI. - L. 
creticus - Gr. kretik6s Cretan, f. Krete Crete; 
see -IC. For the pronunc. cf. strategic. 

cretin kri·tin deformed idiot of the Alpine 
valleys. XVIII. -F. cretin- Swiss F. creitin, 
crestin :- L. Christianu-s CHRISTIAN, the 
reprs. of which in Rom.langs. mean 'human 
being' as dist. from the brutes (cf. F. parler 
clm!tien speak an intelligible language). The 
implication in this word is that these beings 
are human, although dwarfed and deformed. 

cretonne kre·tan, krit<>·n figured cotton 
cloth. XIX. - F. cretonne, f. Cretan village 
in Normandy famous for linen manufacture. 

crevasse krivre·s fissure in a glacier. XIX. 
-F. crevasse (OF. crevace); see next. 

crevice kre·vis small crack in a surface. 
XIV. ME. crevace, crevisse, later creves(se), 
-ice- OF. crevace (mod. crevasse), f. crever 
burst, split :- L. crepiire rattle, crack, break 
with a crash; the suffix is L. -Iicea fern. (see 
-ACEOUS). 

crew krii tmilitary reinforcement xv ; 
(armed) company XVI; ship's company XVII. 
Late ME. crue- OF. creue increase, aug
mentation, reinforcement, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of croistre, mod. croltre :- L. crescere 
grow, INCREASE. 

crewel krii•al thin worsted yarn. xv. orig. 
crule, crewle, croole (monosyll.); of unkn. 
origin. 

crib krib rack for fodder in a cow-shed, 
manger OE.; ox-stall; twicker basket XIV; 
cabin, hovel XVI; child's bed XVII. OE. 
crib(b) = OFris. cribbe, OS. kribbia (Du. 
kribbe, krib), OHG. chrippa (G. krippe); 
beside OE. crybb (also repr. by crib in 
standard Eng.) = MLG. kriibbe, Du. krub; 
cf. MHG. krebe basket; no further cogns. 
are known. Hence crib vb. tfeed as at a 
manger xv; confine narrowly xvn (Sh.); 
pilfer, thieve XVIII (pro b. orig. ·thieves' cant 

CRINGE 

from the sense 'basket' of the sb.); from 
the latter sense is derived a new sb. theft, 
plagiarism; translation, esp. illegitimately 
used XIX. 

cribbage kri·bid3 card-game, a charac
teristic feature of which is the crib, which 
consists of cards thrown out from each 
player's hand and belonging to the dealer. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

crick krik painful stiffness in the neck. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Of unkn. origin. 

cricket1 kri·kit chirping house-insect. XIV. 
- (O)F. criquet tgrasshopper, cricket, f. 
criquer crackle, of imit. origin; cf. (M)Du. 
krekel cricket, f. imit. base *krik-. 

cricket 2 kri·kit game played with ball, bat, 
and wicket. XVI. Of uncertain origin; 
perh.- OF. criquet bat used in a ball-game, 
with which cf. Flem. krick(e) stick. 

crikey krai·ki dial. and sl. excl. of astonish
ment. XIX. euphem. alteration of CHRIST 
used to avoid the appearance of profanity; 
also dial. crikes and becrike ('by Christ'). So 
criminy kri·mlni, earlier tcrimine. XVII 
(Otway, Congreve); also criminy jiminy (XIX, 
Byron), for Christ Jesus. crimes kraimz 
(dial. crimy, crimons) XIX, cripes kraips xx. 

crim. con. see CONVERSATIO~. XVIII. 

crime kraim act punishable by law. XIV. 
- (O)F. crime, tcrimne :- L. crimen judge
ment, accusation, offence, f. reduced form 
of base of cernere (cf. pp. cretus) decide, 
give judgement; cf. DISCERN. criminAL 
kri·min;}l. xv.- late L. criminiilis, f. crimin-, 
crimen. cri·minous (now in c. clerk). xv . 
...; AN. criminous, OF. crimineux- L. crimi
nosus crimino·LOGY. XIX (1890). 

crimp krimp crumple, wrinkle. Sparsely 
evidenced before XVII, its currency being 
prob. due to- (M)LG., (M)Du. krimpen 
shrink, wrinkle, shrivel= OHG. chrimphan 
(MHG. krimpfen), rei. distantly to OE. 
(ge)crympan curl, with which, though it 
would be repr. now by crimp, there appears 
to be no continuity. Cf. CRAMP. 

crimson kri·mzan deep red. XIV. Late 
ME. cremesin, crimesin, corr. in form to Sp. 
tcremesin, It. tcremesino, medL. cremesinus, 
metathetic var. of kermesinus, carmesfnus, 
Sp. carmesin, It. chermesino, f. Sp. carmesi, 
It. chermesi, cremesi (whence F. cramoisi 
CRAMOISY) - Arab. qirmazi, f. qirma:¥ 
KERMEZ. For the sp. with -son cf. DAMSON. 

cringe krind3 shrink, cower xm ; bend the 
body timorously or servilely XVI. ME. 
crenge, varying with crenche, corr. to OE. 
cringan, crincan fall in battle, OFris. krenza, 
Du. krengen heel over, and rei. to ON. 
krangr weak, frail, kranga creep along, and 
MLG., Du., MHG. krenken weaken, injure, 
OFris., (M)LG., (M)HG. krank sick, ill, 
slight (see CRANK1); cf. OS!. po/gr(}znqti sink 
down underneath, Lith. gr(}ziu. 
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CRINGLE 

cringle kri·l)gl ring or eye of rope. xvu. 
- LG. kringel, dim. of kring circle, ring, f. 
*kriyg-, parallel to *kriyk- (cf. CRANK\ 
CRINKLE). 

crinite krai·nait hairy. XVI. - L. crinitus, 
f. crinis hair ( cf. CREST); see -ITE. 

crinkle kri·l)kl form short turns or twists. 
XIV (in pp. krynkeled, crenkled, Ch.). fre
quent. f. base of OE. crincan yield, orig. 
weaken, rei. to OFris., MLG., (M)HG. 
krank weak, sickly, OFris. krenza, MLG., 
MHG. krenken weaken; see CRANK\ -LE 2, 

CRINGE. 

crinkum-crankum kri·l)kam kne·IJkam 
fancifully elaborated object. XVII. Forma
tion with variation of vowel intended to 
symbolize intricacy. 

crinoid kri·noid, krai- lily-shaped. XIX. 
- Gr. krinoeides, f. krfnon lily; see -om. 

crinoline kri·nalin, -in stiff fabric of horse
hair, etc. ; stiff petticoat made of this. xrx. 
- F. crinoline, irreg. f. L. crinis hair (F. crin 
horsehair)-tlfnum thread (F. lin flax), the 
intention being to denote the woof of horse
hair and the weft of thread. 

cripple kri·pl lame person. OE. (Nhb.) 
crypel, also eorpcrypel 'paralyticus', ME. 
(s.w.) crupel, corr. to OLG. krupil, f. *krup-; 
also OE. creopel, ME. crepel, carr. to MLG., 
MDu. krepel, rei. to forms cited s.v. CREEP. 
Hence cripple vb. XIII. 

crisis krai·sis turning-point of a disease 
xv; vital or decisive stage in events XVII. 
-medical L. crisis (Seneca) -Gr. krlsis 
decision, judgement, event, issue, turning
point of a disease (Hippocrates, Galen), 
f. krinein decide (cf. DISCERN). 

crisp krisp curly OE.; wrinkled, rippled 
XIV; brittle but hard or firm xvr. OE. crisp, 
crips- L. crispus curled (whence OF. crespe; 
see CRilPE). The development of the last 
sense may be due to symbolic interpretation 
of the sound of the word. 

crispin kri·spin (arch.) shoemaker. XVIII. 
f. name of St. Crispin, patron saint of shoe
makers (cf. F. lance de saint Crispin awl). 

criss-cross kri·skrils A. tfigure of a cross; 
talphabet XVI; B. transverse crossing (also 
adj., adv., and vb.) xrx. Early modEng. 
c(h)ris(se)-crosse, for Christscrosse figure of 
a cross, esp. as used in front of the alphabet 
in hornbooks and primers, called Chris(t)
cross row (XVI-XIX) ; in later sense usu. 
regarded as a redupl. formation on CRoss1 

with variation of vowel. 
cristate kri·steit (nat. hist.) crested. XVII. 
- L. cristiitus, f. crista CREST; see -ATE 2 • 

criterion kraitia·rian standard of judge
ment. XVII. -Gr. krithion means of 
judging, test, f. krids judge. (Often in XVII 
written in Gr. letters ; occas. in latinized 
form criterium, as in F.) 

critic kri·tik tone who passes censure XVI 
(Sh.); one who judges a work of art XVII 

CROCODILE 

(Bacon). - L. crztzcus (also used in Eng. 
XVI-XVII) -Gr. kritikos, sb. use of adj. f. 
krites judge, rei. to CRISIS; see -rc. So 
tcri·tic adj. (med.) relating to a crisis in a 
disease; faultfinding; skilful in judging. 
XVI.- F. critique-late L. cri·tiCAL censorious 
XVI (Sh.); pert. to a crisis; pert. to criticism 
or critics; tnice, precise XVII. f. L. criticus. 
cri·ticrsM act or art of criticizing xvn 
(Dekker) ; critical science concerned with 
literary documents; tnice point, subtlety 
XVII. cri·ticiZE play the critic XVII (Milton); 
discuss critically XVII. ( tCritism and tcritize 
were used XVII.) critique kriti·k criticism, 
esp. a critical review XVII. Later form of 
tcritic(k) XVII, altered after F. critique, the 
orig. source, which is based on Gr. (he) 
kritiki the critical art. Cf. G. kritik. 

croak krouk utter a deep hoarse cry, as of 
a rook, etc. xvr. Preceded by synon. tcrok 
(xm), with similar imit. formations, viz. OE. 
crakettan, crreccettan, ME. tcrake (xiv) and 
tCJ·eke (see CREAK), tcrouk (xrv), tcraik 
(xv, Henryson). 

Croat krou·ret native of Croatia, formerly 
with Slavonia forming a kingdom of the 
Hungarian monarchy, now part of Yugo
slavia. XVIII. - modL. (pl.) Croatre (F. 
Croate, G. Kroate)- Serbo-Croatian Hrvat, 
formerly pronounced xrwat; cf. CRAVAT. So 
CroatiAN krouei·J;Jn. XVI. 

crochet krou·Jei knitting with a hooked 
needle. xrx. - F. crochet, dim. of croc, 
with -ch- from crochie, crochu hooked. 

crocidolite krosi·dolait (min.) fibrous 
silicate of iron and sodium. xrx. f. Gr. 
krokid-, krokis nap of woollen cloth; see-LITE. 

crock1 kmk earthen pot, jar, etc. OE.; 
(dial.) metal pot. xv. OE. croc and crocca, 
rei. to synon. Ice!. krukka, and pro b. further 
to OE. criig ( = OHG. chruog, G. krug), 
OE. cruce ( = OS. kriika, Du. kruik, MHG. 
kriiche), Ir. crogdn, Gael. crog(an), W. 
crochan, Gr. kriiss6s (:- *kriikjos). 

crock" kr;>k old ewe xv; old broken-down 
horse; decrepit person or thing XIX. In 
earliest use Sc.; perh. of Flem. origin, but 
appropriate words have a different vowel, 
as MDu. kraecke (Du. krak), Flem. krake; 
presumably rei. to CRACK. 

crocket kr;>·kit tcurl; (archit.) small orna
ment (bud, curled leaf, etc.) on the inclined 
side of a pinnacle, etc. XVII; bud of a stag's 
horn XIX. - var. of (O)F. crochet CROTCHET. 

crocodile kr;>·kadail large amphibious 
saurian reptile. XIII. ME. coko-, cokadrille 
- OF. cocodrille (mod. crocodile) = Pr. 
cocodrilh, Sp. cocodrilo, It. coccodrillo :
medL. cocodrillus, which occurs together 
with many other vars. in MSS. of ancient 
Latin writers for crocodflus- Gr. krok6dflos 
(later -eilos), for *krok6drilos 'worm of the 
stones', f. kr6ke pebbles, shingles+drllos 
worm, with allusion to its basking habits, 
The present form, assim. to L., appears xvr, 



CROCUS 

crocus krou·kas (flower of) bulbous plant 
of the iridaceous genus so named; yellow 
or red powder obtained from metals by 
calcination. XVII. - L. crocus crocus plant, 
satrron (whence OE. croh, Gael., Ir. croch) 
-Gr. kr6kos, of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. 
karkom, Arab. kurkum). 

croft kro:Jft enclosed piece of land OE. ; 
small agricultural holding. XVIII. OE. croft, 
of unkn. origin. 

cromlech kro:J·mlek prehistoric erection 
of large unhewn stones. XVII. - W. crom
lech, f. crom, fern. of crzcm bowed, arched+ 
llech flat stone. Cf. DOLMEN. 

cromorne kram5·;m reed-stop in an organ. 
XVII. -F. cromorne- G. krummhorn cornet, 
lit. 'crooked horn'. Another perversion is 
CREMONA2• 

crone kroun withered old woman XIV 
(Ch.); old ewe XVI. prob.- MDu. croonje, 
caroonje carcass, (in Kilian) old useless ewe 
- ONF. carogne CARRION (also, cantankerous 
or mischievous woman), which may be the 
immed. source of the first sense. 

crony krou·ni intimate associate. XVII. 
Earliest form chrony- Gr. khr6nios long
lasting, long-continued, f. khr6nos time (see 
CHRONIC); orig. university slang word ('vox 
academica', Skinner 1671), the Gr. word 
being perverted to the sense 'contemporary'. 
Pepys, who uses the word, and Skinner 
were Cambridge men. «:!! The corr. Oxford 
term was chum. 

crook kruk trick, wile XII (Orm); hooked 
instrument; tciaw XIII; shepherd's statr, 
bishop's pastoral stafr XIV; bend, curve xv. 
ME. cr6c, crok, north. crilk- ON. kr6kr 
hook, barb, peg, bend, curve, winding, 
corner (Sw. krok, Da. krog). Hence crook 
vb. bend, curve XII. 

crooked kru·kid not straight (lit. and fig.). 
XIII. f. CROOK sb.+-ED2, prob. after ON. 
kr6k6ttr crooked, winding, cunning, wily. 

croon krun (dial.) bellow, roar, rumble XIV; 
utter a low murmuring sound XVIII. north. 
Eng. and Sc. crayne, crune- MLG., MDu. 
kronen lament, mourn, groan (Du. kreunen 
groan, whimper), of imit. origin; cf. OHG. 
chronnan, chronan chatter, prattle. 

crop kmp A. bird's craw OE.; B. thead 
of a plant OE. ; top of an object XV; upper 
part of a whip XVI (hence, whipstock with 
a handle and loop XIX); C. produce of 
plants used for food XIII (also inAL. croppus, 
cropa). OE. crop(p), corr. to MLG., MDu. 
kropp, (O)HG. kropj, ON. kroppr; further 
relations uncertain. Hence crop vb. lop, 
poll XIII; pluck, pull XIV; raise a crop on, 
bear a crop XVI ; come up to the surface 
XVII ; whence a new sb. crop cropping (in 
various uses) XVII. 

croquet krou·kei, -ki game played on a 
lawn with wooden balls which are driven 
through hoops with mallets, introduced 
from Ireland into England in 1852: Sup-

CROTCHET 

posed to be- var. of F. crochet hook; see 
CROCHET, CROTCHET. Hence in F. (1877). 

croquette kroke·t ball of potato, etc., or 
mince fried crisp. xvm (occas. croquet). F., 
f. croquer crunch, of imit. origin; see -ETTE. 

crore kr5a.I ten millions (of rupees). XVII. 
-Hindi k(a)ror :- Prakrit kror/.i, Skr. koti 
end, top, highest point, spec. highest num
ber in the older system (viz. Io,ooo,ooo). 

crosier, crozier krou·3ia.I tcross-bearer 
to an archbishop XIV (PPI.); bearer of a 
bishop's pastoral staff, hence (through the 
phr. crosier('s) staff) the statr itself XIV; 
(erron.) archbishop's cross XVIII. Two 
words have blended here, (i)-OF. croisier 
(medL. cruciiirius) cross-bearer, f. crois 
CROSS, (ii)- OF. crocier, crossier bearer of 
a bishop's crosse or crook (OF. croce = Pr. 
crossa, It. croccia :-Rom. *croccia, f. *croccus 
CROOK). 

cross1 kri>s gibbet consisting of a vertical 
post with transverse bar; sign or symbol 
representing this, esp. in Christian use. 
Late OE. eros- ON. kross- Oir. eros (corr. 
to Gael. crois, W. croes)- L. crucem (nom. 
CRUX), whence also OF. croiz (mod. croix), 
Pr. crotz, Sp. cruz, It. croce, Rum. cruce; 
OF. croiz was adopted in ME. as cr(e)oiz, 
later crois, croice (xm-xv). «:!! The L. word 
was adopted (with lengthened vowel) in 
Germ. as OE. criic, ME. crouch (whence 
crouched adj. wearing a cross, esp. in 
Crouched, later Crutched, Friars, earlier 
tcrossed jreres), OS. criici, OHG. criizi 
(G. kreuz). Hence cross vb. tcrucify; set 
or lie in a cross-position XIV (draw a line 
across xvrn); mark with a cross; put, pass, 
come, go across or athwart xv; thwart, 
oppose XVI. 

cross2 kri>s adj. lying or passing athwart; 
contrary, opposite; tcontentious xvr; out 
of humour, peevish XVII. Partly attrib. use 
of cRoss\ partly ellipt. use of CRoss 3 adv. 

cross 3 kri>s tadv. crosswise, and prep. 
across. XVI. Aphetic of ACROSS; the prep. 
survives in cross-country adj. (xvm). 

crotalus kr:rt;Jl;Js genus of serpents con
taining the rattlesnakes. XIX. rnodL.- Gr. 
kr6talon rattle, rei. to kr6tos clapping, 
tapping. 

crotch kr:Jtf fork or fork-shaped stake, 
branch, etc., fork of a tree where it branches. 
XVI. perh. identical with ME. croche crook, 
crozier- OF. croche hook, ecc., f. crocher, 
f. croc hook- ON. kr6kr CROOK. 

crotchet km·tfit A. tcrocket xrv; hook 
(latterly techn.) xv; B. (mus.) note in the 
form of a stem with a black head J , xv 
('crochett of songe, semiminima', Promp. 
Parv.); C. whimsical fancy XVI. - (O)F. 
crochet, dim. of croc hook, CROOK; see -ET. 
The origin of sense C is doubtful, but cf. 
'Crochue, a Quauer in Musicke; whence 
II a des crochues en teste, (we say) his head 
is full of crochets' (Cotgr.). 
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CROTON 

croton krou·t<>n genus of Euphorbiacere, 
mostly tropical XVIII ; an allied plant, 
Codireumpictumxix. - modL.- Gr. kroton 
sheep-tick, castor-oil plant (Ricinus com
munis). 

crouch krautJ bend low with general com
pression of the body. XIV. Late ME. cruche, 
crouche, poss.- OF. crochir be bent, f. croc 
hook (cf. crochu hooked, crooked)- ON. 
kr6kr CROOK ; the vocalism would be 
paralleled in pouch, vouch. 

croup1 kriip hindquarters. XIII. - (O)F. 
croupe (whence G. kruppe) = Pr. cropa :
Rom. *croppa - Germ. *kruppo, rei. to 
CROP. 

croup 2 kriip throat-disease with a sharp 
cough. XVIII. f. croup vb. (dial.) XVI, of 
imit. origin. 

croupier krii·pi;u fsecond standing behind 
a gamester; raker-in of money at a gaming
table; assistant chairman at a dinner. XVIII. 
- F. croupier orig. one who rides behind on 
the croup, f. croupe CROUP1 • 

crow1 krou black carrion-feeding bird, 
Corvus OE. ; bar of iron with beak-like end 
XIV. OE. criiwe, corr. to OS. kriiia (Du. 
kraai), OHG. chriizva, chriija, kra (G. kriihe); 
f. next. 

crow 2 krou utter the cry of a cock. OE. 
criiwan, pt. creow, pp. criiwen, corr. to OS. 
*kraian (Du. kraaien), OHG. chrafan, 
crtiwan, kriien (G. kriihen); WGerm. vb. 
of imit. origin. The str. pt. is still prevalent 
in the proper sense, but crowed is used in 
the sense 'utter joyful cries'; the str. pp. is 
now dial. Hence crow sb. act of crowing 
XIII (cockes crow; cf. cockcrow xv). 

crowd1 kraud press on OE.; tpush; press 
in a throng XIV; fill up with compression 
XVI; (naut.) crowd sail XVII. OE. criidan, pt. 
cread, *crudon, *croden) intr. push forward, 
orig. str. vb. corr. to MLG., MDu. kriiden 
(Du. kruien push in a wheelbarrow); cf. 
OE. croda crowd, MLG. kroden, MHG. 
kroten oppress. Hence crowd sb. dense 
multitude. XVI. 

crowd• kraud fiddle. XIII (crouth). - W. 
crwth fiddle, also swelling body, rei. to 
croth swelling, belly ( cf. Gael. and Jr. cruit 
harp, violin, hump, Olr. crot harp, cithara, 
whence in late L. crotta British musical 
instrument mentioned by Venantius Fortu
natus, c. 6oo). 

crown kraun circlet, wreath, etc., worn 
on the head XII ; ttonsure ; vertex of the 
skull XIII; top, summit XVI; various coins, 
orig. bearing the figure of a crown xv. ME. 
crune, corune (superseding OE. corona) 
-AN. corune, OF. corone (mod. couronne) = 
Pr., Sp., It. corona :- L. corona wreath, 
chaplet - Gr. kor/Jne anything bent (koronis 
crown), rei. to curvus bent (see CURVE). So 
crown vb. XII. -AN. coruner, OF. coroner 
(mod. couronner) :- L. coronare; cf. CORONA
TION. 

CRUMB 

crowner see coRONER. 

croydon kroi·dan two-wheeled carriage. 
XIX. f. Croydon in Surrey; cf. SURREY. 

crozier see CROSIER. 

crucial krii· Jal cross-shaped XVIII; that 
decides between rival hypotheses, decisive 
XIX. -F. crucial (XVI in medical use), f. 
cruci-, crux CROSS; see -IAL. The second 
sense (as in crucial instance, experiment) is 
based on Francis Bacon's phr. instantia 
crucis 'instance, i.e. of the cross', a metaphor 
from the crux or finger-post at cross-roads, 
and on Boyle's and Newton's experimentunz 
crucis. 

crucible krii·sibl vessel for fusing metals. 
XV (early forms corusible, kressibulle). 
- medL. crucibulum night-lamp, crucible 
(cf. It. cruciuolo, OF. croiseul, crusol, from 
a by-form *cruceolus), f. L. cruc-, crux CROSS; 
perh. orig. lamp hanging before a crucifix; 
for the suffix cf. tiiribulum THURIBLE. 

crucifer krii·sifaJ cross-bearer XVI; cruci
ferous plant XIX. - ChrL. crucifer (applied 
to Christ by Prudentius), L. cruci-, crux; 
see CROSS, -FEROUS. So cruci•FEROUS bear
ing or wearing a cross XVII; (bot.) belonging 
to the Cruciferre (having petals crosswise) 
XIX. cruci·FORM cross-shaped. XVII. 
-modL. 

crucifix krii·sifiks figure of Christ on the 
cross XIII; tthe Crucified One xv. - (O)F. 
crucifix- late L. crucifixus, i.e. cruci fixus 
fixed to a cross. So crucifi·xiON. xvii. 
- late L. cru·ciFY put to death on a cross. 
XIII (Cu.rsor M.). - (O)F. crucifier = Pr., 
Sp. crucificar- Rom. *crucifictire, replacing 
ChrL. crucifigere, i.e. crud figere FIX to a 
CROSS. 

crude kriid in a raw state XIV (Ch.); ill
digested, not matured XVI; (gram.) without 
inflexion XIX. - L. criidus raw, rough, 
cruel; see RAW. So cru·dnY xv. 

cruel krii·al disposed to inflict or causing 
suffering. xm. - (O)F. cruel ~ Pr., Sp. 
cruel, It. crudele :- L. criideli-s, rei. to 
criidus CRUDE. So cru·elTvl. XIII. -OF. 
crualte (mod. cruaute) :-Rom. *criidtilittis, 
for L. criidelittis. 

cruet kru·it small bottle or vial. XIII. 
-AN. *cruet, *crzute, dim. of OF. crue 
- OS. kriika (Du. kruik) = OE. criice, 
MHG. kriiche (G. krauche), rei. to CROCK1 • 

cruise kriiz sail to and fro over the sea. 
XVII. prob. - Du. kruisen cross, f. kruis 
CRoss; cf. Sp., Pg. cruzar, F. croiser in the 
same sense. So crui·SER. XVII. - Du. 
kruiser ; so F. croiseur. 

crumb krAm small particle of bread. OE. 
cruma, corr. with variation of vowel to 
MDu. criime (Du. kruim), MLG., MDu. 
crome, (M)HG. krume, Ice!. krumr, kraumr; 
rei. to L. griimus mound, Gr. griimiii, Alb. 
grime crumb. The parasitic b appears XVI ; 
cf. thumb, in which it is much earlier 
Hence crumb vb. superseding tcrim (xv) 
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CRUMP 

:- OE. ge[crymman :- *krumjan. cru·mble 
vb. break into crumbs or little bits. xvr. 
Earlier forms tkremele (xv), tcrimble (XVI) 
repr. an OE. type *crymelan (:- *krumilon); 
cf. Du. kruimelen, LG. kromeln, G. krilmeln. 

crump krAmp imit. of the sound of eating 
moderately firm substances, walking over 
slightly compressed snow, etc., the soft fall 
of a shell. xvn; contrast crunch, crush. 

crumpet krA·mpit tthin griddle cake xvn; 
soft cake made of flour, etc., mixed into a 
batter XVIII. Of doubtful origin; perh. to 
be connected with tcrompid cake (Wycl. 
Bible; tr. Vulgate laganum) lit. 'curled up 
cake', and so rei. to :\1Du. cramp = OE. 
crumb, etc., bent, crooked. 

crumple krA·mpl become ormake creased 
or wrinkled. XVI. f. tcrump curve, curl up 
(x1v), rei. to CRAMP; see -LE 2• 

crunch kr.mJ crush with the teeth. XIX. 
var. of craunch (xvn), assim. to munch. 

crupper krA·p;,.r leather strap passing 
under a horse's tail XIII; horse's hind
quarters XVI. -AN. cropere, OF. cropiere 
(mod. croupiere) = Pr. cropiera, Sp. gropera, 
It. groppiera :- Rom. *cropparia, -hia, f. 
*croppa (whence F. croupe, etc.) - Germ. 
*krupp- CROP; see -ER2 • 

crural kru;,·r;,l pert. to the leg. XVI. - L. 
cruralis, f. crur-, crus leg; see -AL1• 

crusade kriisei·d military expedition for 
the recovery of the Holy Land from the 
:Mohammedans XVI ; gen. XVII. The earlier 
forms were (i) croisade (XVI)- F. croisade 
(Rabelais), an alteration of earlier croisee by 
assim. to the Sp. form (see -ADE); (ii) crusado, 
-ada (xv1)- Sp. cruz ada; (iii) croisado, -ada 
(xvn) which are blends of (i) and (ii). 
Earlier still svnon. OF. croisiee and croiserie 
had been adopted as croysie (xv-xvn) and 
croiserie (xm-xv). The current form is 
first recorded XVIII (in Phillips' 'World of 
Words', 1706, and by Johnson, 1755, as 
a by-form) ; it was generally familiarized by 
Goldsmith and Gibbon. 

cruse kriiz, (formerly) kriis pot, jar, bottle. 
XIII. OE. cruse, repr. normally by (occas.) 
crowce, crowse (xv), crouse (XVI); evidence is 
lacking between OE. and xv, whence cruse 
and crewse are found, per h. - (M)LG. kriis; 
cf. OHG. (dim.) kriiselin, MHG. kruse (G. 
krause), MDu. cruyse, Ice!. krus, beside 
(M)LG. kros, Du. kroes; ult. relations unkn. 

crush krAJ tcrash, clash; compress with 
violence XIV; break down the power of xvr. 
-AN. crussir, corussier, OF. croissir, cruissir 
gnash (the teeth), crash, crack = Pr. croisir, 
cruisir, Cat. cruxir (Sp. crujir, It. crosciare 
are derived) :- Rom. *cruscire, of unkn. 
origin. For sh cf. BUSHEL, etc. 

crust krAst hard outer part of a loaf, etc. 
XIV. ME. crouste- OF. crouste (mod. crotlte) 
:-L crusta rind, shell, incrustation, referred 
to "'kru-, repr. also by Gr. kruos frost, kru-

CRYSTAL 

stallos CRYSTAL, L. criidus CRUDE, OHG. 
hrosa crust, ice, OE. hruse earth, ON. hruor 
crust, scab. Hence cru·stED. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible 'crustid cake', tr. Vulg. crustula); of 
wine xvm. Hence cru·sty encrusted XIV; 
short of temper XVI; see _yl, 

crustaceous krAstei·J"s that is or having 
a hard integument; of the crustacea. XVII. 
f. modL. crustdceus, f. L. crusta CRUST; see 
-ACEOUS. crusta•cea. XIX. modL. n. pl. 
of the adj. (Lamarck, 1801, after Cuvier's 
les insectes crustacees, 1798). 

crutch krAtJ staff with crosspiece for an 
infirm person OE.; (naut.) forked or crooked 
timber, etc. OE. cryc(c) = OS. krukka (Du. 
kruk), OHG. chrucha, chruchja (G. kriicke), 
ON. krykkja :- CGerm. (not in Goth.) 
*krukjo, "'krukjon; see CROOK. For the 
vocalism cf. BLUSH. 

Crutched Friars see CRoss1• 

crux krAks pl. cruxes, cruces kru·siz t conun
drum, riddle XVIII (Sheridan, Swift); diffi
culty the solution of which perplexes XIX. 
L., 'cRoss'; short for crux interpretum, crux 
philosophorum torment of interpreters or 
commentators, of philosophers; G. kreuz 
cross (xvm) is similarly used. Cf. CRUCIAL. 

cry krai call out for; call loudly; announce 
publicly; shout in lamentation XIII; weep 
xvr. - (O)F. crier = Pr. cridar, Sp., Pg. 
gritar, It. gridare :- L. quiritdre cry aloud, 
wail, orig., ace. to Varro, call upon the 
Quirites, or Roman citizens, for help. So 
cry sb. loud utterance. xm. - (O)F. cri = 
Pr. crit, Sp., Pg. grito, It. grido; CRam. f. 
the vb. 

cryo- krai·ou, kraio· comb. form of Gr. 
kruos frost, icy cold (cf. CRYSTAL). 

crypt kript underground chamber. XVIII 
(from XVI to XVIII the L. form was current). 
- L. crypta- Gr. krupte vault, sb. use of 
fern. of kruptos hidden. See GROT, GROTTO. 

cryptic kri·ptik hidden, secret. xvn 
(Bacon). -late L. crypticus-Gr. kruptikds, f. 
kruptds; see prec. and -IC. So crypto
kri·ptou, kripto· used as comb. form of 
Gr. kruptos hidden, as in Cryptogamia 
-g<e·mia (bot.) division of plants having no 
stamens or pistils and therefore no flowers. 
XVIII. modL. (Linn<eus), f. Gr. gdmos 
marriage+-ia -Y3

; so crypto·gamous. 
XVIII. crypto·GRAPHY secret manner of 
writing. XVII (Sir T. Browne). - modL. 
cryptographia; so crypto·GRAPHER. xvn. 

crystal kri·st"l tice; pure quartz (resem
bling ice) OE.; piece of rock crystal, etc., 
XIV; highly transparent glass XVI ; minera
logical form XVII. - (O)F. crista[ = Pr., Sp. 
crista!, It. cristallo- L. crystallum- Gr. 
krustallos ice, f. krustainein freeze, kruos 
frost. cry·stalliNE. XIV (crystalline heaven, 
crystalline humour)- (O)F. cristallin- L. 
crystallinus - Gr. krustdllinos ; see - INE1• 

Formerly crysta·lline, as in Milton, Gray, 
Shelley. cry·stallizE. XVI. 
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CTENO-

cteno- (k)ti·nou, (k)tin<>· comb. form of Gr. 
kten6s, nom. ktefs comb. :- *pktens, rei. to 
L. pecten, Gr. pekein comb, shear. 

cub kAb young of the fox, bear, etc. xvr. 
Of unkn. origin. 

cubby-hole kA·bihoul snug place, small 
room or closet. XIX. orig. dial., f. cub (XVI) 
cattle-pen, coop, crib, prob. of LG. origin 
( cf. COVE1 ). 

cube kjiib regular 6-sided figure; third 
power of a quantity. XVI. - (O)F. cube or 
L. cubus (Vitruvius)- Gr. kzibos solid square, 
6-sided die, cubic number, iliac cavity (see 
HIP). So cu·bic. xv. - (O)F. or L.- Gr. 
cu·biCAL. xv. cu·biSM form of pictorial 
art in which the design is based on cubes. 
1912. -F. cubisme (x9o8). 

cubeb kjii·beb berry of the shrub Piper 
Cubeba or Cubeba officinalis. XIV (quibibe). 
- (O)F. cubebe, tquibibe :-Rom. *cubeba 
(so Pr., Sp., It.), -Arab. kabtibah. 

cubicle kjii·bikl tbedchamber xv; one of 
a series of sleeping-rooms XIX. - L. cubi
culum, f. cubtire recline, lie in bed; see 
CO:s'CUBINE, -CLE. 

cubit kjii·bit tforearm; measure of length 
derived from this (so in L., corr. to Gr. 
pekhus, He b. ammah).XIV.-L. cubitumelbow, 
distance from the elbow to the finger-tips 
(whence F. coude, Sp. coda, It. cubito), 
popularly assoc. with cubit-, pp. stem of 
cubtire, -cumbere lie down, recline, but pro b. 
rei. directly to Gr. kubos (see CUBE). 

cucking-stool kA·kil)stiil instrument of 
punishment consisting of a chair (some
times in the form of a close-stool) in which 
the offender was exposed or ducked. XIII. 
orig. varying with tcuck-STOOL (XIII); pre
sumably f. tcuck void excrement (not 
recorded before xv, but doubtless earlier) 
-ON. (mod. Ice!.) *kuka, rei. to kzikr 
excrement (cf. CACK). Rendered in medL. 
cathedra stercoris 'chair of excrement'. 

cuckold kA·bld husband of an unfaithful 
wife. XIII (cukeweld, 3 syll.; later cokewold, 
cokwald, kukwold, cocold). -AN. *cucuald, 
var. of OF. cucuault (recorded xv), f. cucu 
CUCKOO +pejorative suffix -ald, -aud, -ault. 
The pronunc. of the first syll. with kuk
( cf. CUCKOO) has been preserved because 
there has been no conscious assoc. with 
the bird name. 

cuckoo ku·kii the bird Cuculus canorus, 
whose well-known voice the name echoes. 
XIII (cuccu). - OF. cucu (mod. coucou); 
imi!·· like most names of the bird, as L. 
cuculus (whence It. cuculo, Pg. cogul), Gr. 
k6kkz1x, Skr. kokilds. The normal pronunc. 
would be kA · kii, which was current till c. x Soc 
(cf. CUCKOLD) ;ku·kiihasprevailedasthesup
posed echo of the bird's cry. The fig. sense 
'fool' of the word cuckoo is found in many 
langs., in Eng. XVI. «.lf Superseded OE. 
geac (ME. !Jeke), which, though orig. imit., 
ceased, through normal phonetic develop-

CUE 

ment, to suggest the bird's cry; it corr. to 
OFris., OS. gtik, OHG. gouh (G. gauch, 
itself superseded as the bird's name by 
kuckuck, from LG.; cf. MDu. cuccz1c, Du. 
koekoek), ON. gaukr (see GOWK); cf. OHG. 
guckon cry cuckoo; also Ir. cuach, W. cog, 
OS!. kukavica cuckoo, Russ. kukuslzka. 

cucumber kjii·kAmb;}J creeping plant, 
Cucumis sativus, with long fleshy fruit. 
Late ME. cucumer (xiv-xvn) was super
seded by cucumber (xv, 'Palladius' Hus
bandry'), tcocomber, by assim. to OF. 
co(u)combre (mod. concombre), corr. to Pr. 
cogombre, Sp. cohombro, It. cocomero- L. 
cucumer, cucumis (-er-), prob. of Mediter
ranean origin. The pronunc. of the first 
syll. has been infl. by the sp.; the develop
ment cowcumber (XVI) is still preserved in 
illiterate speech. «.lf 'In some counties of 
England, especially in the west, this word 
is pronounced as if written Coocumber . .• 
But .. it seems too firmly fixed in its sound 
of Cozvcumber to be altered, and must be 
classed with its irregular fellow esculent 
Asparagus' (Walker, I798); 'No well-taught 
person, except of the old school, now says 
cow-cumber . . although any other pro
nunciation . . would have been pedantic 
some thirty years ago' (Smart, I836). 

cud kAd half-digested food of a ruminant. 
OE. cudu, earlier cwudu, cwidu what is 
chewed, mastic, corr. to OHG. quiti, chuti 
glue (G. kitt cement, putty) and rei. ult. to 
L. bitumen BITUMEN, pitch, Skr. jdtu 
resin, gum, and further to ON. kvdoa 
(Sw. kdda) resin, the source of ME. code 
pitch. 

cudbear kA·dbe;};r dyeing powder prepared 
from lichen, esp. Lecanora tartarea; this 
lichen. XVIII. f. var. Cudber(t) of the 
christian name of Dr. Cuthbert Gordon, 
who patented the powder; cf. CUDDY 2

• 

cuddle kA·dl fondle in close embrace. 
XVIII. Of dial. origin; perh. f. dial. couth 
comfortable, snug+ -LE2 ; cf.jondle (f. fond). 
But cf. tcull (xvi) fondle, var. of tcoll (XIV) 
aphetic- OF. acoler embrace (see Acco
LADE). 

cuddy1 kA·di cabin in a large ship. xvn 
(Pepys). prob.- early modDu. kajute, 
kaiuyte (now kajuit, whence F. cajute) 
- (O)F. cahute, of unkn. origin. 

cuddy 2 kA·di donkey. xvm. Of lowly 
origin, like donkey ; perh. a use of Cuddy 
(XVI), pet form of Cuthbert (cf. CUDBEAR); 
cf. similar applications of dicky, neddy. 

cudgel kA·d3;}l short thick stick. OE. 
cycgel, of unkn. origin; for the phonetic 
development cf. BLUSH. 

cue1 kjii actor's word(s) serving as a signal 
for another to enter or speak; (hence) hint. 
XVI (q, qu, quew, kew, cue). Of unkn. origin; 
the supposition that it is a use of F. queue 
tail, is not based on evidence. 
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CUE 

cue• kju pigtail; billiard-player's stick. 
XVIII. var. of QUEUE. 

cuffl kAf tglove, mitten XIV (PP!.); band 
at the bottom of a sleeve XVI ; fetter for the 
wrist XVII (cf. HANDCUFF). Of unkn. origin. 

cuff2 kAf strike with the fist or open hand. 
perh. imit. of the sound; cf. G. sl. kuffen 
thrash, Sw. kuffa thrust, push. Hence 
cuff sb. XVI; cf. FISTICUFF. 

cui bono kai bou·nou Who benefits by it? 
XVII. L. phr., 'To whom (is it) for good?' 
(attributed by Cicero to one Lucius Cassius 
Longinus, 'pro Roscio' xxx); pop. taken to 
mean 'What is the good of it? 

cuirass kwirre·s armour for the body orig. 
of leather. xv (Lydg.). -F. cuirasse, tcuras, 
t-ace, perh.- It. corazza = Pr. coirassa, 
Sp. coraza :- Rom. *coriacia, sb. use of 
fern. of L. coridceus, f. corium leather (see 
-ACEous); in F. cuirasse rep!. OF. cuiriee, 
quiriee :-Rom. *coridta. A frequent var. 
in XVI-XVII was tcurats (XVI-XVII), whence 
a spurious sg. tcurat; cf. MLG. koritz, 
ODa. korritz, kyrritz. So cuirassiE'R, 
XVII. -F. 

cuisine kwizi·n cookery. xvm. - F. cuisine 
kitchen, cookery:- L. coquina (cf. KITCHEN), 
f. coquere COOK. 

cuisse, cuish kwis, kwif thigh-piece of 
armour. xv. pl. cus(c)hes, cushies, cuisses, 
later forms of ME. cussues, quyssewes (XIV) 
-OF. cuisseaux, pl. of cuissel = It. cosciale 
:- late L. coxale, f. coxa hip. 

Culdee kAldi member of a Scoto-Irish 
religious order. XVI (preceded by Kylde, 
\Vyntoun). - medL. Culdeus (Hector Boece, 
1526), alteration (after L. cultor Dei wor
shipper of God) of Kel(e)deus- Oir. cele de 
(Ir. ceilede) anchorite, lit. associate or 
servant of God (de, g. of dia God). 

cul-de-sac kulddsre·k,Jikiidsak (anat.)vessel, 
etc., open at only one end XVIII; blind alley 
XIX. F., lit. 'bottom of sack' (cul :- L. ciilus 
posteriors = Gael., (O)Ir. cul, W. cil back). 

-cule kjul terminal el. (varying with -CLE) 
repr. F. -cule, L. -culus, -a, -um, dim. suffix of 
all three genders, as in animalcula tanimalcle, 
articulus ARTICLE, fasciculus FASCICLE, mascu
lus MALE, versiculus VERSICLE; auricula (see 
AURIC"CLAR); corpusculum CORPUSCLE, -CULE. 

culet kju·lit horizonal face forming the 
bottom of a diamond cut as a brilliant. XVII. 
Earlier form collet, altered- OF. culet, dim. 
of cul bottom (cf. CUL-DE-SAC). 

culinary kju·lindri, k,\'1- pert. to the 
kitchen or to cooking. XVII. - L. ciilindrius, 
f. culina kitchen; see KILN, -ARY. 

cull kAl select, pick xv (Promp. Parv.); 
gather XVII (Milton). Earlier cole (XIV, 
R. Mannyng), and varying with coile and 
(rare) cuyl, both of late XIV. -OF. coillier, 
-ir, cuiller, collier, coillir, quillir, (also mod.) 
cueillir, repr. L. colli·gere (see COLLECT), 
Rom. *colgere, which, in various parts of the 
Rom. domain, took different inf. endings, 

CULT 

as -ere in It. cogliere, -ere in Sp. eager, Pg. 
co/her, -ire in Pr. coillir, cu(e)lhir, Cat. 
cullir, and -are in OF. cueiller. 

cullender see COLANDER. 

cullet kA·lit refuse glass with which 
crucibles are replenished. XVII. Earlier 
collet neck of glass left on the end of a 
blowing-iron- (O)F. collet, dim. of col, cou 
:- L. collum neck (cf. COLLAR); but cf. 
F. cueillette rags collected for making 
paper. 

cullion kA·ljdn ttesticle XIV (Ch.); tbase 
fellow XVI. -OF. coillon (mod. couillon) = 
Pr. colho, Sp. cojon, It. coglione :-Rom. 
*coleone, f. L. coleus, culleus bag, testicle 
- Gr. kole6s sheath. 

cullis k.dis (archit.) gutter, channel. XIX. 
- F. coulisse; see COULISSE and cf. PORT
CULLIS. 

cully kA·li (sl.) dupe, gull, simpleton; man, 
fellow, mate. XVII. prob. orig. rogues' 
cant; of unkn. origin. 

culm 1 k."lm (dial.) coal dust XIV ; soot xv 
(Promp. Parv.); anthracite XVIII (hence geol. 
series of shales containing anthracite XIX). 
repr. earlier in colmie(xm), cubny (xiv)sooty, 
now Sc. coomy; of unkn. origin, but presum
ably based on col COAL. 

culm 2 kAlm (bot.) stalk of a plant. XVII. 
- L. cztlmus; cf. HACLM. 

culminate kA· lmineit reach its greatest 
altitude. xvn. f. pp. stem of late L. culmi
ndre exalt, extol, f. culmin-, culmen summit, 
acme; see -ATE 3 • So culmiDA'TION. XVII; 
so F. 

culpable kA·lp;Jbl guilty XIV; blameworthy 
XVII. ME. coupable- (O)F. coupable :- L. 
culpabilis, f. culpare blame, censure, f. culpa 
blame; see -ABLE. The sp. and pronunc. 
were later assim. to L. Hence culpabi'LITY. 
XVII. tjf The base appears also in inculpate. 

culprit kA·lprit in the formula 'Culprit, 
how will you be tried?', formerly said by 
the Clerk of the Crown to a prisoner who 
pleaded Not Guilty to high treason or 
felony; the accused XVII ; (by assoc. with 
L. culpa guilt) offender XVIII. According to 
legal tradition (Blount's Law Diet. 1717), 
compounded of cul, short for AN. culpable 
guilty (see prec.), and pri(s)t ( = OF. prest, 
F. pret) ready; it is supposed that, when the 
prisoner had pleaded Not Guilty, the Clerk 
replied with Culpable: prest daverrer notre 
bille, i.e. 'Guilty: ready to aver our indict
ment', and that this was noted in the form 
cul. prist, which was later mistaken for a 
formula addressed to the accused. 

cult kAlt worship XVII ; devotion, homage 
XVIII. -F. culte or L. cultus, noun of action 
f. colne inhabit, cultivate, protect, honour 
with worship, f. "'kwel- be or move habi
tually (in or with), whence also colonus (see 
COLONY); cf. WHEEL. Also in L. form 
cultus kA·ltds. xvn (rare before XIX). 
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CULTIVATE 

cultivate &\'ltiveit till ; improve and refine. 
XVII. f. medL. cultivtit-, -tire (cf. (O)F. 
cultiver, Pr. coltivar, etc.), f. medL. cultivus, 
in cultiva terra arable land ( cf. 0 F. teres 
cultives), f. cult-, pp. stem of colere cultivate; 
see prec. -IVE, -ATE3• So cultiVA-TION. 
XVIII. cu·ltiVATOR. XVII. 

culture kA·ltJa.I piece of tilled land xv; 
cultivation xv; cultivating of the mind, 
manners, etc., XVI; intellectual training and 
refinement XIX. - F. culture (repl. earlier 
tcouture) or its source L. cultura, f. cult-; 
see prec. and -URE. Hence cu·lturAL1. XIX. 

culver kA·lva.I (arch.) dove, (local) wood
pigeon. OE. culfre, culufre, -efre, culfer 
- *'columbra, for L. columbula, dim. of 
columba dove, pigeon. 

culverin kA·lvarin gun and cannon for
merly in use. xv. - (O)F. coulevrine (cf. 
medL. colu-, colobrina, It. colubrina), f. 
couleuvre snake :- Rom. *'colobra, for L. 
colubra, beside coluber (whence It. colubro) 
snake; see -INEt. 

culvert kA·lva.It tunnel drain for water 
crossing a road, etc. XVIII. Of unkn. origin; 
there appears to be no historical point of 
contact with OF. coulouere channel, gutter 
(Cotgr.), of similar form and meaning. 

cum kAm L. cum with, as in cum div. with 
dividend. 

cumber kA·mba.I tharass, overwhelm XIII 
(Cursor M.); burden, load XIV. pro b. 
aphetic of tacumber, ENCUMBER, but there 
are difficulties of chronology. Hence cu·m
bersome tobstructive, harassing XIV; in
conveniently bulky or heavy XVI ; see -sOME1 • 

cu·mbrous. XIV (Barbour, Maund.). 

Cumbrian kA·mbrian pert. to Cumber
land, England, or to its rocks, or to the 
ancient British kingdom of Cumbria. XVIII. 
f. medL. Cumbria, f. W. Cymry (cf. CYMRIC) 
:-OW. *'kombrogi, pl. of *'kombrogos fellow 
countryman, f. *kom- coM-+*mrog- (W. 
bro) region (cf. MARCH\ MARGIN); see -IAN. 

cummer, kimmer kA·ma.I, ki·ma.I god
mother XIV (R. Mannyng) ; female intimate 
XVI; woman XVIII. - (O)F. commere = Pr. 
comaire, Sp., It. comare :- ecclL. com
mtitrem, -mater; see COM-, MOTHER. From 
XVI only Sc. 

cummerbund kA·ma.IbAnd waist-belt. XVII. 
- Hind. - Pers. kamarband 'loin-band'. 

cummin, cumin kAmi·n plant cultivated 
in the Levant for its aromatic seed. XII. 
-OF. cumin, comin (whence Du. komijn) = 
Sp., It. comino :- L. cuminum- Gr. kuminon, 
prob. of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. hammon, 
Arab. kammiin). Superseded OE. cymen 
(which would have yielded "'kimmen) corr. 
to OHG. cumin, cumil (G. kiimmel)- L. 

cumquat kA ·mkwot small variety of orange. 
XVII. -Cantonese var. of Chinese kin kii 
'gold orange'. 

CUR 

cumulate kjii·mjuleit heap up. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. cumuliire, f. cumulus heap; 
see-ATE3 • Socu·mulatrvE. XVII. cumulus 
kjii·mji1l<Js heap, pile, accumulation XVII; 
(meteor.) cloud of rounded masses heaped 
one on the other XIX ; comb. form cu ·mulo-, 
as in cumulo-stratus (L. Howard, r8o3). 

cuneiform kjii·niif5.Im wedge-shaped, 
spec. of the elements of Assyrian and other 
inscriptions. XVII (cuneoform, cuneform). 
- F. cum!iforme or modL. cuneiformis, f. 
cuneus wedge (cf. COIN); see -FORM. 

cunning kA·nil) tlearning, wisdom XIV; 
(arch.) ability, skill XIV (Ch.); skilful deceit, 
craftiness XVI. perh.- ON. kunnandi, f. 
kunna know (see CAN 2). So cu·nning adj. 
tlearned XIII; able, skilful XIV; crafty, artful 
XVI. -ON. kunnandi. Both words appear 
first in northerly texts, and in both the ON. 
suffix has been assim. to the native -ING; 
the adj. was prob. the earlier and the sb. 
perh. modelled on it rather than derived 
immed. from ON. 1J1 There appears to be 
no historical contact with OE. cunning 
carnal knowledge, cunnung trial. 

cup kAp small open drinking-vessel OE. ; 
various trans£. uses XIV. OE. cuppe 
- medL. cuppa, presumably differentiated 
var. of L. ciipa tub, vat (whence F. cuve, 
etc.). ME. by-forms cupe, coupe, coppe, 
cope repr. partly OF. cupe, etc. (mod. coupe), 
but there was some blending with the 
descendant of OE. (late Nhb.) copp = 
MLG., Du. kop, OHG. chop] (MHG., G. 
kopf head). cupBOARD kA·ba.Id tsideboard 
(to hold cups, etc.) XIV; cabinet or closet 
with shelves for crockery, food, etc. XVI. 

cupel kjii·pal circular vessel for assaying 
gold and silver. XVII. orig.- F. coupelle 
-late L. ciipella, dim. of ciipa (see CUP); 
ult. assim. to the L. form. 

Cupid kjii·pid god of love; beautiful young 
boy. XIV. - L. Cupido, personification of 
cupido desire, f. cupere desire, long for. So 
cupidiTY kjupi·diti inordinate desire for 
gain. xv. -F. cupidite or L. cupidittis, f. 
cupidus eagerly desirous, f. cupere; see -ID, 
-ITY, and cf. CONCUPISCENCE, COVET. 

cupola kju·pala rounded dome XVI (in 
XVII-XVIII often -olo, -ulo, -elo) ; furnace for 
melting metals, orig. with a dome leading 
to the chimney XVIII. -It. cupola (whence 
F. coupole)- late L. cupula little cask, small 
burying-vault, dim. of ciipa (see CUP). 

cupreous kju·prias of copper. XVII. f. late L. 
cupreus, f. cuprum COPPER; see -Eous. 

cupro- kjii·prou used as comb. form (see 
-o-) of late L. cuprum COPPER1 • 

cur k;i.I watch-dog, shepherd's dog; now 
always, low-bred dog. XIII (AncrR.). 
prob. orig. in cur-dog (which was formerly 
frequent XIII-XIX; the simple word is as 
early as Ch.), perh. f. ON. kurr grumbling, 
kurra murmur, grumble, as if 'growling 
dog'. 
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CURACAO 

cura~ao kju;~r;~sou· liqueur flavoured with 
rind of bitter oranges. XIX. -F. name of 
one of the Antilles that produces the 
oranges so used. 

curare kjurii·ri substance obtained from 
plants, used by S. Amer. Indians to poison 
arrows. XVIII. Also woorara (XVIII), oorali, 
urali, urari, woorali, wourali (all xrx). 
Macuchi. 

curassow kju<~·r;,sou gallinaceous bird of 
Central and S. America. XVII (corrosou, 
-eso). Anglicized sp. of Cura;:ao; see 
CURAyAO. 

curate kju;~·r<lt one having a cure of souls 
(now familiar only in 'bishops and curates' 
of the Book of Common Prayer) xrv (R. 
Rolle); assistant to a parish priest (in the 
Church of England and the R.C. Church 
in Ireland) xvr. - medL. citriitus, f. citra 
CURE1 ; see -ATE1• Hence cu·rAcY. XVII. 

curative kju<l·r<ltiv pert. to the curing of 
disease xv; promoting cure xvn. - F. 
curatif, -ive- medL.; see -ATIVE. 

curator kju<lrei·t<l.I tone having a cure of 
souls XIV (PPI.); guardian of a minor, 
lunatic, etc., xv (Lydg.); manager, governor, 
spec. as member of an academic body XVII. 
-AN. curatour = (O)F. curateur, or the 
source L. ciirtitiJr, -iJrem, agent-noun f. 
ciiriire; see cuRE\ -ATOR. 

curb1 k;i.Ib chain or strap passing under a 
horse's lower jaw and fastened to the 
branches of a bit. xv. Early forms courbe, 
corbe, prob. f. tcourbe, tcorbe vb. bend, 
bow, curve (xrv)- (O)F. courber :- L. cur
viire CURVE. 

curb• k;i.Ib enclosing framework or border. 
XVI. f. CURB1. See also KERB. 

curb3 k;i.Ib put a curb on (a horse); (hence) 
restrain, check. f. CURB1• 

curcuma k;i·.Ikjum<l turmeric. xvu. 
- medL. or modL. -Arab. kurkum (Pers. 
karkam)- Skr. kuizkumam saffron. 

curd k;i.Id coagulated substance formed 
from milk. XIV (PPI.). Late ME. crud(de), 
crod(de); the present metathesized form 
dates from xv; of unkn. origin, but Gael., 
(M)Ir. gruth curds, have been plausibly 
compared. Hence curd vb. curdle XIV 
(Trevisa, Wycl. Bible). cu·rdle form into 
curd(s). XVI (in pp. crudled, Spenser; 
cruddled, A.V., Job x 10); see -LE2. 

cure1 kju<l.I A. tcare, charge, office XIII ; 
spiritual charge, as of a parish XIV; B. 
(successful) medical treatment XIV (Gower). 
- (O)F. cure = Pr., Sp., It. cura :- L. citra 
:- *'koisti (cf. Prelignian coisatens = L. 
citrauerunt, OL. coirauit). So cure vb. A. 
ttake care or charge of XIV (PPI., Wycl. 
Bible); B. ttreat medically; heal XIV (Tre
visa, Wycl. Bible); preserve for keeping 
xvn. - (O)F. curer take care of, clean= Pr., 
Sp. curar, It. curare ;- L. ciirtire care for, 
cure, f. citra. cu·rABLE. XIV (Trevisa). 

CURLEW 

- (O)F. or L. q The same base is repr. in 
accurate, curious, procure, secure. 

cure• kju;:u eccentric person. xrx. Shorten
ing of CURIOUS; popularized by a music
hall song of 186z, with the chorus 'The 
cure, the cure, the perfect cure'. 

cure kju:rrei, II kure parish priest in a 
French-speaking country. XVII. F. = It. 
curato- medL. ciirtitus cuRATE. 

curette kjure·t surgeon's small scraping 
instrument. XVIII. -F. curette, f. curer (see 
cuRE1) in the sense 'clear, cleanse'+ -ETTE 
-ET. 

curfew k:'i·.1fju ringing of an evening bell 
for the covering or extinction of domestic 
fires in a town, camp, etc. ; also transf. and 
gen. XIII. -A:\. coeverfu, OF. cuevrefeu 
(mod. couvrefeu), f. tonic stem of couvrir 
COVER+feu fire:- L. focus hearth (see 
FOCAL). 

curia kju<l·ri<l (Rom. antiq.; see below) XVI 
(Holland) ; the Curia the Papal Court xrx. 
- L. ciiria division of the Roman people, 
its place of assembly, (hence) senate; of 
unkn. origin, but, if repr. "'kowiriyti, cf. 
Volscian couehriu, f. "'ko- co-+ *wiro- man 
(see VIRILE). So cu·riAL pert. to a (royal, 
papal, etc.) court. xv. -F.- L. 

curio kju<~·riou curious or rare object of 
art. XIX. Shortening of curiosity, prob. 
suggested by the form of It. words, e.g. 
cameo, intaglio. 

curious kju;~·ri::Js A. tcareful, studious; 
tingenious, skilled; eager to know or learn; 
B. tcarefully or skilfully wrought XIV; 
tinteresting XVII ; exciting atten~ion J;>y 
being strange or odd xvn. - OF. curzos 
(mod. curieux) = Pr. curios, Sp., It. curiosa 
:- L. cziriiJsu-s (only in subjective sense) 
careful, assiduous, inquisitive, f. ciira care; 
see cuRE\ -rous. The objective sense (B) is 
found in F. in XIV (robes curieuses). So 
curiosiTY -;,·siti tcarefulness, attention 
XIV· eager desire to know, inquisitiveness 
xvr.' - OF. curiousete (mod. curiosite)- L. 

curl k;i.Il twist or form into ringlets. First 
recorded (xrv) in pp. crolled, crulled, ex
tended form with -ED of ME. crolle, crulle 
- MDu. krul ( = MHG. krol) curly, pro b. 
:- *krusl-, and rei. to MLG. kriis, MDu. 
kruis MHG. kriis crisp, curly (G. kraus 
curl;d, fig. crabbed, sullen), of which the 
LG. form was the source of northern ME. 
crus irate, crabbed (still in mod. dial. 
crouse), bold, daring, brisk, lively. Hence 
curl sb. xvn (Sh.); whence cu·rly (see -Y1

) 

XVIII. 
curlew k;\·.Ilju tquail; wading bird with 

musical cry. xrv. ME. cor-, curlu(e)- (O)F. 
courlieu, var. of courlis (cf. Rum. corld, It. 
chiurlo Pr. correli), orig. imit. of the bird's 
cry, bU:t pro b. assim. to OF. courliu couri~r, 
messenger, f. courre run (cf. CURRENT), lteu 
place:- L. locus (cf. LOCAL). By-forms 
tcor-, curlure, -lowyr corr. to F. dial. 
corleru, etc. 
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CURLING 

curling ka· .IliiJ Sc. game played on the ice 
with large rounded stones which are hurled 
along towards a tee. XVII. perh. f. CURL 
with ref. to the motion given to the stone ; 
see -ING1• Also cu·rlER1 ; whence pro b. curl 
vb. XVIII. Cf. Flem. krullebol 'curl-bowl' 
wooden ball used in bolspel 'bowl-play'. 

curmudgeon ka.ImA·d3;1n 'avaricious 
churlish fellow' (J.). XVI (Stanyhurst, 
Nashe). Early vars. are cormogeon, cur
muggion, curre-megient; Holland's corn
mudgin is an alteration for the nonce by 
assim. to corn to render L. frumentarius 
corn-dealer; of unkn. origin, as is also the 
rare syn. tcormullion (XVI). t]J A remarkably 
similar form is seen in the personal name 
'Boselinus Curmegen' (Cartulary of Ramsey, 
temp. Henry I). 

currach kA•r;J(x) (Sc. and Anglo-Ir.) 
small wicker boat. xv (currok). - Ir., Gael. 
currach boat; cf. CORACLE. 

currant kA·r:mt dried fruit prepared from 
a dwarf seedless grape of the Levant; the 
name was trans£. (XVI) to species of Ribes 
imported from N. Europe, which were 
popularly supposed to be the source of the 
Levantine currant. orig. (XIV) in pl. phr. 
raysons of coraunce (see RAISIN)- AN. raisins 
de corauntz ( cf. AL. racemi de corenc or 
coraunt), for OF. raisins de Corinthe grapes 
of Corinth, in Greece (their original place of 
export); later reduced to coraunce, corans, 
currans (surviving dial. as col!. pl.); a sg. 
form coren, coran appear XVI, and currant 
xvn ; the final t appears to have arisen from 
forms like corinthes, corints, cor(r)ants (xvi), 
which are due to direct assim. to Corinth. 

current k.'>·r;Jnt flowing XIII; in circulation 
or vogue xv ; in progress XVII. ME. cora( u )nt 
-OF. corant, prp. of courre :- L. currere 
run, f. *qers- (cf. COURSE); see -ENT. Also 
sb. stream XIV (Wyclif); course, progress 
(of time, etc.) XVI (Hooker); (electr.) XVIII. 
Hence cu·rrENCY circulation, vogue XVII ; 
medium of exchange XVIII. 

curricle kA·rikl two-wheeled carriage. 
XVIII. - L. curriculum racing-chariot, dim. 
f. currere (see prec.). In the orig. sense of 
'course' the L. word curri·culum has 
been adopted (xix) for 'course of study or 
training' (orig. in Sc. universities). 

currier kA·ri;J.I leather-dresser. XIV. ME. 
corier - 0 F. corier :- L. coritiriu-s, f. corium 
leather (cf. CUIRASS, EXCORIA"I:E); see -ER2 • 

curry1 kA·ri rub down with a comb and 
brush XIII; dress (tanned leather) xv. -OF. 
correier arrange, equip, curry (a horse) = 
Pr. conrear arrange, Sp. correar prepare 
(wool) for use, It. corredare equip :- CRom. 
*conredtire (cf. CORRODY), modelled on 
Germ. *gar:Ei'Jjan, f. *ga- Y-+ *raii'Jjo 
READY. t]J The phr. curry favour seek to 
ingratiate oneself (thence, by extension, 
with other sbs., e.g. acquaintance, friends, 
pardon) XVI, was an etymologizing alteration 
of tcurry Javel (XIV), partial tr. of OF 

CURT ANA 

estriller or torcher fauvel rub down the 
fallow or chestnut horse, which, for some 
obscure reason, was taken as a type of 
perfidy or duplicity (see esp. the OF. 
'Roman de Fauvel', 1310). Hence cu·rry
COMB. XVI (Tusser). 

curry• k'>·ri dish (esp. of rice) cooked with 
a preparation of turmeric. XVI (carrie!), 
XVII (carree). -Tamil kari relish with rice, 
Canarese karil (whence Pg. caril). 

curse ka.1s utterance consigning an object 
to evil; formal ecclesiastical censure OE. ; 
evil inflicted by supernatural power XVI. 
Not worth a curse (xvm) ;! see cuss1 and cf. 
DAMN sb. Late OE. curs. Hence curse 
vb. ; late OE. cursian. Of unkn. origin; it 
has been referred to Oir. ciirsagim I censure, 
chastise. 

cursitor k;i·.Isit;J.I clerk of the Court of 
Chancery, whose office (abolished 1835) it 
was to make out writs de cursu, i.e. of 
common official course or routine. xvr. 
-legal AN. coursetour- medL. cursitor, f. 
cursus COURSE. 

cursive k;i·.Isiv written in a 'running' (i.e. 
not formal) hand. XVIII. - medL. cursivus 
(in scriptura cursiva), f. curs-, pp. stem of 
currere run; see CURRENT, -IVE. 

cursory k;i·.Is;}ri passing rapidly or hur
riedly. XVII. - L. cursorius, f. cursor runner: 
see prec., and -ORY. So cu·rsorily adv. 
XVI; after L. cursorie; see -LY 2• 

curt k;i.It short, shortened, brief, terse 
XVII ; so brief as to be lacking in courtesy 
XIX. - L. curtus cut short, mutilated, 
abridged, ppl. formation on IE. *kur-; see 
SHORT. 

curtail b.1tei·l tdock; cut short. XVI. orig. 
curtal(l), f. tcurtal horse with docked tail, 
short cannon (xv)- F. courtault, -auld 
(mod. courtaud), f. court short (see CURT)+ 
suffix -ald (of Germ. origin, earlier -wald, 
assoc. at an early date with TAIL. 

curtain ka· .1tin piece of cloth suspended as 
a screen. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. cortine, 
curtine, later curtain( e), -ein(e),- OF. cortine 
(mod. courtine) = Sp., It. cortina, Rum. 
cortind :- late L. cortina, used in the Vulgate 
(Exodus xxvi 1) to render Gr. aulaia curtain 
(f. aule court), as if it was regarded as a 
deriv. of L. co(ho)rt- COURT, whereas in 
classical L. it meant 'cauldron' and was 
hence applied to circular or arched objects. 
Curtain-raiser, tr. F. lever de rideau. Hence 
cu·rtain vb. XIII; cf. Anglo-L. cortindre. 

curtal-axe ka· .It;}lreks cutlass. XVI. Altera
tion, by assim. to AXE, of tcurtelace (xvi), 
itself an alteration (by assimn. to court 
short) of coutelace CUTLASS. (t]J Spenser has 
a further altered form curtaxe. 

curtana k;}.Itei·na pointless sword used at 
English coronations. XIII. - Anglo-L. 
curttina fern. (sc. spatha sword) - AN. 
curtain, OF. cortain name of Roland's 
sword, so called because it had broken at 
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CURTILAGE 

the point when thrust into a block of steel, 
f. cort, curt short (see CURT). 

curtilage k<'i·.Itilid3 area attached to and 
enclosing a dwelling-house. XIV. -AN. 
curtilage, OF. co(u)rtillage, f. co(u)rtil small 
court ( = Pr. cortil, It. cortile), f. cart COURT; 
see -AGE. 

curts(e)y ka·.Itsi obeisance. XVI. var. of 
couRTESY, formerly used in various senses 
of this, but restricted since c. 1700. t][The 
formerly common form curclzy (XVII) re
mains dial. (cf. Burns' 'Holy Fair' iii). 
Hence as vb. XVI. 

curule kjua·rul epithet of a chair (orig. 
mounted on a chariot) used by the highest 
magistrates in ancient Rome. XVI (Holland). 
- L. curiilis, f. currus chariot, f. currere run 
(cf. COURSE). 

curve k<'i.Iv tcurved xv; sb. short for 
curve line XVII. - L. curvus, app. rei. to 
Gr. kurtos curved, and further to circus 
CIRCLE, corona CROWN. So curve vb. XVII. 
- L. curvtire. Cf. CURB. cu·rvaTt:RE. xv. 
-OF. or L. curvi-k;'i·.Ivi comb. formofL. 
curvus, as in curvilineal XVII, -linear XVIII. 

curvet ka.Ive·t special leap of a horse in 
the manege. XVI. - It. corvetta, dim. of 
corva, early form of curva curve :- L. curva, 
fern. of curvus: see prec. and -ET. Hence 
curve·t vb. XVI (Sh.). 

cushat kA·fat (dial.) wood-pigeon. OE. 
ciiscute, -sc(e)ote, of unkn. origin. The 
present sp. (a modification of cuschate, XVI, 
Montgomerie) appears to be due to Burns 
and Scott. 

cushion ku·J;m stuffed case of cloth, etc. 
used as a support in reclining, etc., XIV; 
various techn. uses since XVI. Two types 
are repr. in ME. by (i) quisshon, (ii) cushin 
-OF. (i) coissin, cuissin, (ii) cossin, cussin, 
(also mod.) coussin (whence Pr. coissin, Sp. 
cojin, It. cuscino) :-a Gallo-Rom. form 
based on L. culcita mattress, cushion ; the 
somewhat earlier forms with qui- remained 
in full use till XVII ; for the phonology cf. 
ambush, bushel, crush, usher. 

cushy ku·fi (sl.) easy, comfortable. xx 
(orig. used in the British army in India). 
f. Hind.(- Pers.) l}.hiish excellent, charming, 
healthy, happy+-Y1 • 

cusp kAsp (astrol.) entrance of a house 
XVI; point, apex XVII. - L. cuspis, -id
point, pointed weapon. So cu·spidate, 
-ated sharp-pointed. XVII. - pp. of L. 
cuspidare; see -ATE 2• 

cuspidor kA·spid5.I (U.S.) spittoon. XVIII. 
- Pg. cuspidor spitter, f. cuspir spit :- •con
spuire, for L. conspuere, f. com coN- (inten
sive)+spuere spit (see SPEW). 

cuss1 kAs. XIX (orig. U.S.) vulgar disguising 
of CURSE; for the loss of r cf. bust burst, 
just first. So cussed kA·sid pp. used as 
adj. 

cuss~ kAs (sl.) person or thing regarded as 

CUTCHA 

an affliction or a nuisance; (humorously) 
fellow, chap. XVIII. prob. orig. identical 
with cuss1, but later regarded as short for 
customer (cf. CHAP 3, covE'). 

custard kA·sta.td topen meat or fruit pie, 
thickened with eggs, etc. xv; dish or sweet 
made from eggs beaten up with milk xvn. 
In early recipes varying with tcrustade, 
also tcrustarde- AN. '*crustade, f. cruste, 
OF. crouste CRt:ST; see -ADE. 

custody kA·stadi safe-keeping xv; keeping 
of an officer of justice XVI. - L. custodia, 
f. custod-, custos guardian, keeper; see -Y3• 

Hence custodiAN kAstou·dian. XVIII; 
after guardian. 

custom kA"stam habitual practice XII; 
established usage; tribute, impost XIV; busi
ness patronage. -OF. custome, co(u)stume 
(mod. coutume) :- *costumne, for *costudne 
:- L. consuetiidinem, -tiido, f. consuescere 
accustom, accustom oneself, f. com coN-+ 
suescere become accustomed, f. sui g. sg. 
of refl. pron. 'oneself' (cf. Skr. svadhd 
habit, custom, Gr. eiotha was accustomed 
:- *seszvodha); see coNSUETUDINARY, cos
TUME. So cu·stomARY liable to customs or 
dues, holding by custom XVI; accustomed 
XVII (Sh.). - medL. custumarius, f. custuma, 
- AN. custume; superseding tcustomable 
(XIV)- OF. customable. cu·stomer tcus
tomary tenant ; tcollector of customs XIV ; 
customary purchaser xv ; (colloq.) person 
(to have to do with) XVI. orig. -AN. 
custumer, medL. custumtirius; in some senses 
newly f. customary; see -ER1 • 

custos k1.·st<>s keeper, guardian. xv (pl. 
custoses). L. custos; cf. cusTODY. 

custumal kA·stjumal collection of customs 
of a city, etc. XVI. - medL. custumdle, n. of 
custumalis, f. custunza- OF. custome CUSTOM; 
see -AL1• 

cut1 kAt lot, in phr. draw cuts formerly cut. 
XIII (Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; the 
absence of variation in the vowel in the 
earliest usage, and the chronological evi
dence, are against identification with CUT 2 

vb. and sb. 
cut• kAt make a way with an edged instru
ment into (an object). XIII (La3., later text; 
Havelok). The early dial. vars. cutte, kitte, 
kette point to an OE. *cyttan, f. *kut- (cf. 
Norw. kutte, Ice!. kuta cut with a little 
knife, kuti sb. little blunt knife). Hence cut 
sb. XVI. t][ The obscure phr. tkeep (one's) 
cut is earlier (XIV), but it is doubtful whether 
it involves the same word. 

cutaneous kjutei·ni;~s of the skin. xvi. 
- modL. cuttineus, f. cutis skin; see HIDE1, 
-AN, -EOUS. 

cutch kAtJ catechu. XVIII (catch). ·-Malay 
kachu. 

cutcha kA·tJa temporary, makeshift; sb. 
sun-dried brick. xzx. -Hindi kachcha raw, 
crude. 



CUTCHER(R)Y 

cutcher(r)y kAtJe·ri, kA·tJ;>ri business 
office. XVII.- Hindi kachachri, kachi!ri. 

cute kjut clever XVIII; (U.S.) attractive 
XIX. Aphetic of ACUTE. 

Cuthbert kA·pb;>.It the OE. name Cilp
beorht (ciip famous, beorht BRIGHT), notable 
as the name of a great Northumbrian saint 
(d. 687), which appears in (St.) Cuthbert's 
beads detached and perforated joints of 
encrinites found in Northumbria (xvn), 
and (St.) Cuthbert's duck, Cuthbert duck 
eider duck, which breeds on the Fame 
Islands XVII ( cf. avis beati Cuthberti XII and 
Cuthbert doun XIV). Cf. CUDBEAR, CUDDY 2• 

cuticle kju·tikl epidermis. XVII. - L. 
cuticula, dim. of cutis; see CUTANEOUS. 

cutlass kA·tl;>s short broad-bladed sword. 
xvr. -F. coutelas, corr. to It. coltellaccio, 
repr. Rom. *cultellticeum, f. L. cultellus, 
dim. of culter COULTER. Perverted to fcut
leax, tcuttleaxe, cutlash, CURTAL-AXE. 

cutler kA•tl;>.I maker of or dealer in knives. 
XIV (le cotiler, la cutiller occur as personal 
designations XIII). -AN. cotillere, (O)F. 
coutelier, f. coutel (mod. couteau) knife :
L. cultellu-s, dim. of culter COULTER ; see 
-ER2 • So cu·tlERY. XIV. - (O)F. coutellerie. 

cutlet kA·tlit slice of meat, esp. from the 
short ribs. xvnr. -F. cotelette, OF. coste
lette, dim. of coste (mod. cote) rib :- L. costa; 
assim. to CUT sb. (s.v. CUT 2) and -LET. 

cutter kA·ta.I ship's rowing and sailing 
boat; small one-mast vessel sloop-rigged 
XVIII. perh. f. CUT 2 + -ER1

; but deriv. from 
Indo-Pg. catur (xvr) narrow vessel cannot 
be excluded. 

cuttle k.-~.·tl now usu. cuttle-fish (XVI), 
cephalopod of the genus Sepia, which ejects 
a black fluid from a sac. Late OE. cudele, 
ME. (xv) codel, corr. to OLFrankish cudele, 
Norw. dial. kaule (:- *kodle), f. base of coot, 
with allusion to its ink-bag. Forms with 
orig. -d- remain dial. ; the unexpl. change to 
-t- appears xv (cotul); a by-form scuttle is 
found from xvr. 

cutty kA"ti (Sc. and north.) cut short, 
stumpy, as in cutty pipe, cutty sark (Burns); 
also sb. XVIII. f. cut, pp. of CUT 2 +-Y6• 

cwt symbol for hundredweight, c standing 
for L. centum HU!'-."'DRED, wt. for WEIGHT; 
formerly simply c or C. 

•cy si suffix corr. to F. -tie, f-cie, originat
ing in L. -cia, -tia, Gr. -kid, -keid, -tfti, -tela, 
f. -k-, -t-+-iti, etc. -Y 3 ; occurs chiefly in 
-ACY, -ANCY, -ENCY, -cRACY, -MANCY. On 
the model of prophet/prophecy was formed 
idiocy from idiot, and thence secrecy from 
secret. The correspondence of agent and 
agency and consequently of lieutenant and 
lieutenancy gave rise, through phonetic 
proximity, to captaincy, chaplaincy, from 
captain, chaplain, whence, by further exten
tion, colonelcy from colonel. The suffix is 

CYCLOPlEDIA 

added to some words ending in t, as bank
ruptcy, baronetcy, paramountcy; cf. the 
variation idiocy/idiotcy. 

cyan(o)- sahm(ou), saia!·n(ou) comb. form 
of Gr. kzianos dark-blue mineral, kudneos 
dark-blue, in designations of certain bluish 
salts and minerals, as cya·nOGEN- F. 
cyanogene (Gay-Lussac, I8r5); so named 
from its entering into the composition of 
Prussian blue. So cya·nic, cy·anide, etc. So 
cyano·siS (path.) blueness of the skin. XIX. 
- modL.,- Gr. kudnosis dark-blue colour. 
Hence cy·anosed affected with cyanosis. 

cybernetics saib;>.me·tiks theory of control 
and communication in the animal or the 
machine. XX. f. Gr. kubernhes steersman, f. 
kubernan steer, GOVERN; see -res. 

cycad sai·ka!d (bot.) palm-like plant of the 
genus Cycas. XIX. - modL. cycad-, cycas 
-spurious Gr. kukas, scribal error in 
Theophrastus for k6tkas, ace. pl. of k61x 
Egyptian doum-palm; see -AD1 • 

cyclamen si·kl;>men (plant of a) genus of 
Primulacere. XVI. - medL. cyclamen, for 
L. cyclaminos, -on- Gr. kukldminos, perh. 
f. kuklos circle, CYCLE, ref. its bulbous roots. 

cycle sai·kl recurrent period of years XIV 
(only occas. before XVII); recurrent succes
sion of things XVII ; series of poems, etc., 
relating to a central event or epoch (after 
Gr. J bnKos KVK>.os the epic cycle, scil. of 
poems written to supplement Homer) XIX. 
-F. cycle orlate L. cyclus- Gr. kuklos circle 
(see WHEEL). As a form generalized from 
bicycle, tricycle, to include all machines of 
the kind XIX (whence cy·clrsT), it is prop. 
a separate word. So cyclic si·klik. XVIII. 
-F. cyclique or L. cyclicus or Gr. kuklik6s. 

cyclo- sai·klou, saikl;,• comb. form of Gr. 
kuklos CYCLE, in: (i) scientific terms denot
ing circular or coiled forms or parts, e.g. 
cyclosto·matous, cyclo·stomous having a round 
sucking mouth, as the lamprey, (ii) names 
of inventions having circular parts or con
cerned with circles, e.g. cyclo·meter, instru
ment for measuring arcs, apparatus for regi
stering distance traversed by a vehicle. xrx. 

cyclone sai·kloun orig. storm in which the 
wind takes a circular course (H. Piddington, 
1848); (hence) tornado; system of rotating 
winds. prob. intended to repr. Gr. kukloma 
wheel, coil of a snake, f. kziklos CYCLE ; 
cyclome occurs as an early variant. 

cyclopredia saiklopi·di;>. xvn. Clipped 
form of ENCYCLOPlEDIA (in Gr. form in the 
title of 'Lucubrationes vel potius absolutis
sime KVKA07TatSeia' by Joachim Fortius 
Ringelbergius, 154I), perh. intended to 
express more obviously the notion 'circle 
of learning' : but the result is an etymo
logically meaningless word, and it is stig
matized as an inferior form by G. J. Vossius 
in 'De vitiis sermonis' 1645. As the title of 
an English work it appears first in Ephraim 
Chambers's 'Cyclopredia, or General Dic
tionary of Arts and Sciences' I728. 
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CYCLOPS 
Cyclops sai·klops (Gr. myth.) one of a 
race of one-eyed giants. xv.- L. Cyclops 
-Gr. Kuklops 'round-eyed', f. kuklos (see 
cYCLE)+ops EYE. In F. Cyclope, Sp., It. 
Ciclope, whence Eng. Cyclop sg. (xvi). So 
CyclopE"AN, Cyclo·piAN. XVII. f. L. Cyclo
peus- Gr. Kuklopeios and L. Cyclopius- Gr. 
Kukltpios. 

cyder var. of CIDER. 
cygnet si·gnit young swan. xv (signett). 
prob.- AN. *cignet, f. OF. eigne (mod. 
cygne), latinized form of earlier tci(s)ne = 

Sp. cisne, Olt. cecino, cecero :- medL. 
(Rom.) cicinus, for L. cycnus (in late MSS. 
cygnus)- Gr. kuknos; see -ET. 

cylinder si·lind;J.l roller-shaped figure or 
body. XVI. - L. cylindrus- Gr. kulindros 
roller, f. kulindein roll. So cyli·ndriCAL. 
XVII. f. modL. cylindricus- Gr. kulindrik6s. 

cyma sai·m;J (archit.) moulding of cornice. 
XVI. - modL. cjima- Gr. kt1ma billow, 
wave, waved moulding, f. kue£n be pregnant, 
f. *ku- be curved, swell. Also cymatium 
simei·Ji;Jm. XVI. - L. cjimatium- Gr. 
kiimdtion. cymar sima·:~ woman's light 
undergarment XVII (Dryden); chimere xvrr. 
var. of SIMAR. 

cymbal si·mb;Jl (mus.) one of a pair of 
metal plates which are clashed together. 
XIV (symbal). - (O)F. cymbale- L. cym
balum - Gr. kumbalon, f. kumbe cup, hollow 
vessel. «] The L. word was adopted in OE. 
as cimbal, but this did not survive; see, 
however, CHIME1• 

cyme saim (bot.) kind of inflorescence. 
XVIII. -F. cyme, var. of cime summit, top 
:- *cima, pop. form of L. cyma- Gr. kama 
in the special sense of young cabbage
sprout (see CYMA). 

Cymric ki·mrik pert. to the Welsh or 
their language. XIX. f. \V. Cymru Wales, 
Cymry the Welsh (:- *kombrogi fellow
countrymen, f. coM-; cf. Allobroges men of 
another country), CuMBRIAN; see -rc. 

cynegetic sainid3e·tik relating to hunting. 
-Gr. kmzegetik6s, f. kzmegetes hunter, f. 
kun-, kuon dog (HOUND)+hegetes leader; 
see HEGEMONY, -!C. 

cynic si·nik sect of ascetic philosophers in 
ancient Greece; sneering critic. xvr. - L. 
cynicus - Gr. kunik6s dog-like, currish, 
churlish, Cynic (the application being de
rived from the gymnasium (Kvv6aapyEs) 
where they taught or from certain dog-like 
qualities), f. kun-, kuon dog (HOUND); see 
-IC. So cy·nrCAL. XVI. cy·niCISM. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne; once before XIX, when it 
was preceded by cynism- F. cynisme -late 
L. cynismus- Gr. kunism6s). 

cynocephalus sainouse•f;)l;Js dog-faced 
baboon. XVI. - L. - Gr. kunokephalos, f. 
kuno-, kuiin dog (HOUND)+kephalt head 
(cf. CEPHALIC). 

cynosure sai·nofu;J.l, si·no-, -3U;).l con
stellation Ursa Minor; 'guiding star' xvr; 

CZECH 

centre of interest XVII. (Also in L. form 
XVI-XVII). -F. cynosure or L. cynosiira 
-Gr. kun6soura, f. kun6s, g. of kuiin dog 
(HOUND)+ourd tail (cf. ARSE). 

cypher see CIPHER. 
cy pres si prei (leg.) as nearly as possible. 
Law-F. sp. (xv) of F. si prl:s 'as near' (L. sic, 
presse closely, concisely, exactly; cf. It. 
presso near). 

cypress1 sai·pr;Js dark-foliaged coniferous 
tree. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. cipres (assim. 
later to L.)- OF. cipres (mod. cypres) = 
Pr. cypres, It. cipresso -late L. cypressus 
- Gr. kupdrissos, of alien origin. 

cypress2 sai·pr;Js name of several textile 
fabrics, (in later use) a lawn or crape. xrv. 
-AN. cipres, cypres, a use of OF. Cipre, 
Cypre (now Chypre) the island of Cyprus, 
from which various fabrics were brought 
during and after the Crusades. 

Cyprian si·pri;Jn of Cyprus; (transf.) 
licentious, lewd. xvr. f. L. Cyprius of 
Cyprus, island of the Mediterranean, 
famous in ancient times for the worship of 
Aphrodite or Venus (called Cypria, Cypris); 
see -IAN. So Cypriot, -ote si·pri;Jt, 
-out inhabitant of Cyprus. xvm. -Gr. 
Kupritnes. See -OT2 , -OTE. 

Cyrillic siri·lik of the alphabet used by Sla
vonic peoples in the Eastern Church, the in
vention of which is traditionally attributed to 
the Greek missionary Cyril (rx). XIX; see -rc. 

cyst sist sac, esp. of morbid matter. XVIII. 
- modL. cystis (formerly used in Eng.) 
-Gr. kustis bladder, rei. to various words 
denoting 'hole', 'cavity', 'convexity'. So 
cysti- sisti comb. form of Gr. kustis, 
cy·sto- comb. form of Gr. kuste bladder. 

cytisus si·tis;Js fodder plant of ancient 
writers; Linn:ean leguminous genus (broom, 
laburnum, etc.). xvr. L.- Gr. kutisos. 

czar, tzar, tsar zii.r, tsib emperor of 
Russia. xvr (Eden, G. Fletcher). -Russian 
tsar' ( = Bulg., Serb., Pol. tsar) :- *tszsari 
:- OSI. tsesari, ult. repr. L. ClESAR through 
the medium of Germ., in which the word 
meant 'emperor' (cf. OLG. kesar, OHG. 
keisar, ON. keysari, Goth. kaisar; whence 
Finnish keisari). The sp. cz-, which is non
Slavonic, is due to Herberstein, 'Rerum 
Muscovitarum Commentarii', 1549, the 
chief early authority on Russia in Western 
Europe. So czarevitch zii·-, tsii·rivitJ, 
Russ. tsare·vitJ czar's son; the eldest son 
had the differentiated title CESAREVITCH. 
czarevna ziire·vn;J daughter of a czar. 
XIX. czarina ziiri·n;J czar's wife. XVIII. 
-It., Sp. czarina, zarina (= F. czarine) 
-G. (c)zarin, f. czar+ native fern. suffix -in 
as in konigin queen; the Russ. title was 
tsaritsa, which was in Eng. use from XVIII. 

Czech tJek Polish sp. of the native name 
Cech of the people of Bohemia (Czech 
Cechy, adj. Cesk). XIX. Cf. F. tcheque, G. 
Tscheche, tschechisch. 



D 
dab1 da:b (dial.) strike with a sharp blow 

XIV; strike with soft pressure XVI. Rare 
before XVI, when there may have been a 
fresh formation, but perh. in continuous 
dial. or colloq. use from early times; of 
imit. origin, but cf. DABBLE. 

dab2 dreb small flatfish. xv. Of unkn. origin. 
dab 3 da:b adept, expert. XVII. Of unkn. 

origin. Hence synon. da·bsTER. xvm. 
dabble drebl make or become wet by 

splashing or dipping. XVI. - Du. tdabbelen, 
or f. DAB1 +-LE 2

• 

dabchick da:·btJik little grebe. XVI. The 
early forms dap-, dopchick, and (later) dip
chick suggest connexion with OE. dufeJdoppa 
'pelicanus', ME. doueJdoppe, dyveJdap (later 
divedopper, -dapper), OE. dopJened, dopJfugo_l 
moorhen, and hence with the base *deup
*dup- (see DEEP, DIP). 

daboya daboi·a large East Indian viper. 
XIX. -Hindi daboya 'lurker', f. dabna lurk. 

dabster da:·bst;u see DAB 3 • 

da capo da kii·pou (mus.) direction to re
peat from a certain point. XVIII. It., da 
from (:-Rom. *de a), capo beginning (:
Rom. *capum, for L. caput head; see CHIEF). 

dace deis small fresh-water fish, Leuciscus 
vulgaris. xv (darce, darse, dace). -OF. dars, 
nom. of dart dace (identical with DART), 
whence also tdare (xiv-xvm). For the loss 
of r cf. BASSl. 

dachshund da:·kshund German short
legged long-bodied dog. XIX. -G., lit. 
'badger-dog', so called from its shape. 

dacoit dakoi·t class of robber in India and 
Burma. XIX. - Hindi ¢akait, orig. ¢akait, 
f. ¢aka gang-robbery :- Skr. dashtaka com
pressed, crowded. 

dactyl dre·ktil tdate (fruit); (pros.) the 
foot -vv. XIV. - L. dactylus- Gr. ddktulos 
finger, date, dactyl (so called from its three 
'joints'). So dacty·hc. XVI. - L.- Gr. 

dad dred (colloq.) father; also da·ddy (see 
-Y6) XVI; da·d(d)a XVII; in early Sc. dade, 
daid, dadie (XVI). Cf. the series bab, babby, 
baby, baba and mam, mammy, mam(m)a, and 
synon. Gr. tdta Skr. tatds, W. tad, etc.; 
perh. of infantile origin. 

dado dei·dou cubical block of a pedestal 
XVII (Evelyn); lining along the lower part 
of a wall XVIII. - It. dado die, cube ( = Pr. 
dat, OF. det, mod. de DIE2). 

dredal di·dal skilful; varied. XVI (Spenser). 
- L. dredalus- Gr. daidalos skilful, varie
gated (whence Dredalus 'the cunning one', 
name of the mythical constructor of the 
Cretan labyrinth). So dredaliAN, -EAN 
didei-lian. XVII. f. L. dcedalius, Gr. daiddleos 
cunningly wrought. 

drem.on(ic) see DEMON, DEMONIC. 

daff dref tput off; (arch.) turn aside. XVI 
(Sh.). var. of DOFF. 

daffodil dre·fadil tasphodel; plant of the 
genus Narcissus; Lent lily, Narcissus 
pseudonarcissus. XIV. Alteration (with 
unexpl. d-) of taffodil (xv-xvii)- medL. 
affodillus, prob. a book-perversion of *asfo
dillus, var. (simulating a dim. formation) of 
late L. asphodelus, -ilus- Gr. asph6delos 
ASPHODEL. t;ll Evidence is lacking for a pro
posed deriv. from Du. de affodil the daffodil ; 
but Cotgr. s.v. Affrodille has Th'Affodill 
The extended forms daffodilly, daffadown
dilly date from XVI. 

daffy dre·fi children's medicine to which 
gin was often added; (hence) gin. XIX. orig. 
Daffy's elixir (XVIII), named after Thomas 
Daffy, an English clergyman (xvii). 

daft daft tmild, meek XIII ; stupid XIV ; 
crazy XVI. ME. daffte (Orm), repr. OE. 
gedrefte mild, gentle, meek :- Germ. 
*gaoajtjaz, f. *gaoafti, f. stem *dab- of 
Goth. gadaban become, be fit (cf. OE. 
gedreftliCe fitly, suitably, gedreftan make fit, 
prepare). The transition to the sense 
'stupid' may have been assisted by ME. 
tdaff (of unkn. origin) simpleton, fool; but 
cf. the development of silly. See DEFT. 

dag1 dreg (hist.) heavy pistol or hand-gun. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin ; in earliest use Sc. 

dag 2 dreg (dial., sl.) feat of skill, esp. in 
doing (one's) dags. XIX. prob. alteration of 
(Sc. and north.) darg task, earlier dawark 
(xv), daurk (xvmJ, contr. of daywark, etc., 
OE. dregweorc (DAY, WORK). 

dagesh dii·geJ dot placed within a Heb. 
letter. XVI. - med. He b. diighesh, f. Syriac 
d'ghash prick. 

dagger dre·ga.I short sword-like weapon for 
thrusting and stabbing. XIV (dagge·re, 
da·ggere, Ch.). Has the form of an agent
noun in -ER1, and perh. f. ME. dagge (XIV) 
pierce, stab; but infl. by (O)F. dague (xm} 
- Pr. or It. daga, which has been referred to 
Rom. *daca 'Dacian knife', sb. use of fern. 
of Dacus Dacian. 

dago dei·gou American Spaniard; Southern 
Latin. XIX. Earlier form dego (183z); 
alteration of Diego, Sp. equivalent of the 
name }AMES. Cf. Dandego, i.e. Don Diego, 
and Diego for 'Spaniard' (xvn, Dekker). 

dagoba dii·goba Buddhist monument con
taining relics. XIX. - Sinhalese diigaba :
Pali dhiitugabbha :- Skr. dhatugarbha, f. 
dhiitu ashes, relics of a body+garbha inner 
chamber. 

daguerreotype drege·rotaip one of the 
earliest photographic processes. XIX. - F. 
daguerreotype, f. name of Louis-Jacques
Mande Daguerre (I789-r8sr) the inventor; 
see -o- and TYPE. 



DAHABEEYA 

dahabeeya dahabi"j;} sailing-boat of the 
Nile. XIX. - Arab. oahabiyah lit. 'the 
golden' (f. /Jahab gold), name of the gilded 
state barge of the Moslem rulers of Egypt. 

dahlia dei-li;} genus of showy composite 
plants. XIX. Named I79I in honour of 
Andreas Dahl, Swedish botanist, a pupil of 
Linn~us; see -IA1• 

daily see DAY. 
dainty dei·nti t honour, esteem; tliking, 

pleasure; choice or delightful thing, deli
cacy. XIII. -A~. dainte, OF. daintie, deintie 
:- L. dignitatem, nom. -tas worthiness, 
worth, beauty, DIGNITY. Hence dai·nty 
adj. tchoice, excellent; pleasing to the 
taste, of delicate beauty XIV; fastidious XVI ; 
for the sense cf. nice, and for the adj. use of 
the sb. cf. choice, plenty. 

dairy de;}·ri place for treating milk and its 
products. XIII. ME. deierie, dayerie, f. deie, 
daye female servant, (later) farm servant, 
dairy-woman :- OE. diege kneader of bread 
= ON. deigja :-Germ. *daigjon, f. base of 
Goth. deigan (pt. daig, digun, pp. digan) 
knead, whence also Goth. daigs, OE. diih 
DOUGH, and the second el. of OE. hliefdige 
LADY. See -RY. 

dais deis, dei·is thigh table in a hall; raised 
platform for this. XIII. ME. deis- OF. deis 
(mod. dais, from Picard dial.) = Pr. desc, 
It. desco :- L. discu-s quoit, DISH, DISC, in 
medL. table. Obsolete in Eng. use before 
I 6oo, but surviving in Sc. in the sense 
'bench against a wall, settle, pew' ; the 
present Eng. use is due to revival by anti
quarian and historical writers since I 8oo. 
The disyllabic pronunc. is based on an inter
pretation of the written word, and is due in 
part to the notion that it is Greek. 

daisy dei·zi composite plant, Bellis peren
nis. OE. dreges eage 'day's eye'; so named 
from its covering the yellow disk in the 
evening and disclosing it in the morning. 

dak see DAWK. 
dal diil kind of pulse. XVII. - Hindi diil 

split pulse :- Skr. dala, f. dal split. 

dale deil valley. OE. drel n., g. dreles, nom. 
pl. dalu, corr. to OFris. del, OS. (Du.) dal, 
OHG. tal m. and n. (G. tal n.), ON. dalr m., 
Goth. dals m. or dal n. :- CGerm. *dalam, 
*dalaz, the relations of which are doubtful. 
Reinforced in ME. from ON. The present 
form derives from OE. obi. cases (cf. whale). 

dally d:;e-li talk lightly XIV; sport, esp. 
amorously xv; trifle, spend time idly XVI. 
-OF. dalier converse, chat (frequent in 
AN.), of unkn. origin. Hence da·lliANCE 
talk; sport, amorous play XIV; frivolous 
action XVI. 

dalmatic d~lmre·tik (eccl.) wide-sleeved 
tunic slit up the sides. xv. - (O)F. dal
matique or late L. dalmatica, sb. use (sc. vestis 
robe, prop. made of Dalmatian wool) of 
Dalmaticus pert. to Dalmatia; see -IC. 

DAMN 
Daltonism d5·lt;}nizm colour-blindness. 

XIX. - F. daltonisme (P. Prevost, of Geneva), 
f. name of John Dalton (I766-1844), English 
chemist, who was afflicted with this; see 
-ISM. 

dam1 drem barrier checking the down
ward flow of water, expanse of water thus 
held up XII (in mulnedam 'mill-dam'; Sc. 
damldik xm). - (M)LG., (M)Du. dam 
(whence Ice!. dammr, etc.) = OFris. dam, 
dom, MHG. tam (G. damm from LG.), 
f. a base repr. also by OE. foridemman (ME. 
demme), OFris. demmen, Goth.jaurldammjan 
dam up, close up; of doubtful origin. Hence 
dam vb. XVI. 

dam 2 drem tdame, lady XIII; female 
parent XIV. var. of DAME, due to lack of 
stress. 

damage dre·mid3 (arch.) loss, detriment; 
injury, harm XIV; money value of something 
lost xv. - OF. damage (mod. dommage), 
f. dam, damme loss, damage, prejudice 
( ·~ Pr. dan, Sp. dafio, It. danno, Rum. daund) 
- L. damnum loss, hurt; see DAMN and -AGE. 
So da·mage vb. XIV. -OF. damagier. 

damascene d~m;}si·n pert. to the city of 
Damascus, capital of Crele-Syria, famous 
for its steel and its silk fabrics; also sb. 
XIV. - L. Damascenus - Gr. Damasken6s, f. 
Damask6s - Semitic name (He b. Dameseq, 
Arab. Dimashq). Hence damasce·ne vb. 
ornament (steel) by inlaying XIX; earlier 
(XVI) in the form damaskine, later -keen- F. 
damasquiner, f. damasquin- It. damaschino. 
Cf. next and DAMSON. 

damask dre·m;}sk in various names of 
natural and artificial products reputed to 
derive from Damascus (see prec.); orig. 
attrib. uses of the name (in ME. Damaske), 
in some uses absol. as sb., e.g. damask (cloth) 
XIV; damask plum (L. prunum Damasci), 
damask rose xvr; tdamask water (cf. medL. 
aqua rosata de Damasco); damask (steel) 
xvn ; the colour of the damask rose XVI 
(Sh.). Cf. F. damas (orig. drap de damas) 
silk stuff, steel blade, It. dam(m)asco, dom
masco silk, Sp. damasco silk, Brussels 
apricot, DAMSON, Du., G. damast. «.lf Bal
dacchino and mwlin are also derived from 
Arabic place-names. 

dame deim tfemale head or superior ; 
as a form of address or title; tmother, dam 
xm; (arch., dial.) lady of the house XIV; 
- (O)F. dame, earlier tdamme = Pr. domna, 
Sp. dueiia (see D"GENNA), dofia (see DONA), 
Pg. dona, It. donna Rum. doamnti :- L. 
domina fern. corr. to dominus lord (cf. DAN, 
DoM', DON 2). 

dammar drem•a.J resin of the East Indies, 
etc. XVII. -Malay damar. 

damn drem tcondemn XIII (Cursor M.); 
doom to eternal perdition XIV; (in impreca
tions) xvr. - (O)F. damner ( = Pr. damnar, 
Sp. dafiar, It. dannare)- L. damnare orig. 
inflict loss upon, f. damnum loss, damage, 
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DAMNED 

expenditure. Cf. CONDEMN. The oath God 
damn! is preserved in F. godon Englishman 
(tgoddem xv). The int. damme dre·mi, 
also tdammee, tdammy (XVII), is for (God) 
damn me. Hence damn sb. the imprecation 
'damn!' XVII; not to care a damn, not worth 
a damn (cf. curse similarly used) XVIII. dam
nABLE dre·mn;:,bl XIV (R. Mannyng, R. 
Rolle, Wyclif; rare before XVI). - (O)F. -late 
L. damnA'T!ON. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
- L. damnaTORY2 dre·mn;:,t;:,ri condemna
tory XVII ; consigning to damnation XVIII. 
-L. 

damned dremd in imprecatory use XVI ; in 
clipped form damn from XVIII; damn all, 
nothing (xx). 

Damnonian dremnou·ni;:,n pert. to (the 
ancient inhabitants of) Devon and Corn
wall. XIX. f. L. Damnonii, var. of Dumnonii 
(see DEVONIAN). 

damp dremp vapour, (noxious) gas (sur
viving in choke-damp, fire-damp) XIV; fog, 
mist; humidity; depression, discourage
ment, tstupor XVI. - (M)LG. damp vapour, 
steam, smoke (so in modDu.) = (O)HG. 
damp/ steam; rel. to OHG. dempfan (G. 
damp/en) cause to smoke, smother, suffo
cate= OS. bilthempian; f. Germ. *pamp-, of 
which the var. "']Jump- appears to be repr. by 
(O)HG. duft (:- *punft) vapour, odour, 
(earlier) dust, cloud, dew, frost. H~nce 
damp adj. tdazed XVI (Greene); tnox1ous 
(Milton) ; slightly wet XVIII ; so Fris. damp. 
damp vb. XIV. da·mpen xvn; see -EN5• 

damsel dre·mz;:,l young unmarried lady 
xm; young unmarried woman (without 
implication of rank or respect) XIV; female 
attendant XIV. ME. dameisele, damisel- OF. 
dameisele, damisele (mod. demoiselle), altera
tion (after dame) of danzele, donsele = Pr. 
donsela (whence Sp. doncella, It. donzella) 
:- Gallo-Rom. *dominicella, dim. of domina 
lady, DAME. The arch. var. damosel, -zel 
dre·mozel is a later form (xvi-xvn, and 
poet. in XIX) of damoisel- arch. F. damoiselle. 

damson dre·mz;:,n small blackish plum, 
Prunus communis or domestica. XIV. ME. 
dama(s)cene, damesene- L. damascenum (sc. 
prunum) plum of Damascus (see DAMA
SCENE); cf. G. damaszenerpflaume. 

Dan dren master (title); esp. latterly in Dan 
Chaucer, after Spenser. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
-OF. dan (nom. dans, danz), also dam 
(whence ME. tdam, damp), mod. dom = 
Pr. don, dompn, Sp. don (see DON 2), It. donna 
:- L. dominu-s master, lord (cf. DOMINI
CAL). 

dance dlms leap, hop, or glide with 
measured steps. XI!!. -OF. dancer, (also 
mod.) danse1· = Pr. dansar, Sp. danzar, 
It. danzare :- Rom. *dansart', of unkn. 
origin. So dance sb. XIII. -OF. dance, 
(also mod.) danse, f. the vb. 

dancette da·nseti (her.) deeply indented. 
xvu. Alteration of F. danche, denche, 

DANG 

earlier tdansie :- late L. *denticatus, f. dent-, 
dens TOOTH, 

dandelion drendil;:,i•;:,n composite plant, 
Leontodon Taraxacum. XV dent de lyon, 
-F. dent-de-lion, rendering medL. dens 
leonis 'lion's tooth' ; so called from the 
toothed leaves. 

dander dre·nd;:,J (U.S. and dial.) ruffled 
temper. XIX. perh. fig. use of dander fer
ment in working molasses, var. of DUNDER, 

Dandie Dinmont dre·ndi di·nm;:,nt terrier 
from the Scottish Border. XIX. Name of 
a character in Walter Scott's 'Guy Manner
ing' (ch. xxii 'Dandy Dinmont's Pepper 
and Mustard Terriers'). 

dandiprat dre·ndiprret tsmall coin; (arch.) 
insignificant fellow; young urchin. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin. 

dandle dre·ndl toss (a child) lightly up and 
down. XVI. Of unkn. origin; presumably 
f. a symbolic base *dand- "'dond- denoting 
from-side-to-side motion (cf. F. se dandiner 
waddle, It. dondolar~ waggle). 

dandruff dre·ndr;:,f scurf on the scalp. XVI. 
Also early or dial. -riff, -raj}', and tdandr~, 
(dial. and U.S.) dander; the first el. 1s 
obscure; the second el., .. ruff, may be 
identical with late ME. rove, later rofe, 
roufe scurfiness, scab- ON. hrufa or MLG., 
MDu. rove (Du. roof) = (M)HG. rufe, rel. 
to OE. hreof, OHG. riob, ON. hrjufr scabby, 
leprous; cf. dial. reef skin eruption, dandruff. 

dandy1 dre·ndi beau, fop; the dandy the 
correct thing XVIII ; applied to various trim 
or handy objects XIX. First recorded from 
the Scottish Border ; in vogue in London in 
Byron's day ('a Dandy Ball', Letter to 
Moore, I8I3; 'a Dandy's dandiest chatter', 
Don Juan v cxliii) ; per h. a shortening of 
jack-a-dandy pert fellow (xvr~); the source 
of dandy remains unkn., but It may be ult. 
identical with Dandy, pet-form of Andrew. 

dandy2 dre·ndi var. of DENGUE in the West 
Indies. XIX. 

Dane dein native of Denmark xm (Cursor 
M.); breed of dog (after F. danois) XVIII 
(Goldsmith, after Buffon). :-ON. Danir pl. 
(late L. Dani); supersedmg OE. Dene, 
which is repr. in Denmark (OE. Denemearc). 
So danegeld dei·ngeld tax imposed 
c. rooo, the origin of which is disputed. XI 
(Domesday Book). -ON. *Danagjald 
(ODa. Danegjeld), .f. g. pl. of Danir Danes+ 
gjald payment, tnbute (cf. YIELD). dane
hole see DENE-HOLE. DaneLAW dei·nl5 
the Danish laws anciently in force over the 
part of England occupied by the Danes, 
(hence) the region itself. Late OE. Dena 
lagu 'Danes' law', l\fE. Denelawe, was 
modernized by Lambarde (1576) as Dane 
[awe, and taken up by historians of XIX in 
the forms Dane/age, -lagh, -law. 

dang drel). xvm. euphem. alteration of 
DAMN suggested by hang! (which was in 
use xvr). 



DANGER 

danger dei·nd3a.r tpower of a master, 
dominion XIII; (hence) tliability to punish
ment, etc.; thesitation, reluctance XIII; 
liability to injury XIV (Ch.). -AN. da(u)nger, 
OF. dangier :-Rom. *domniiirium, f. dam
nus, dominus lord, master (cf. DAN). So 
da·ngerous tdifficult to deal with or please 
XIII; treluctant to comply XIV (Ch.); 
fraught with danger xv. -AN. da(u)ngerous, 
OF. dangereus (mod. -eux). t1f For the vocal
ism cf. chamber, change, strange. 

dangle dre·!Jgl hang or carry loosely with 
swaying movement. XVI. Of symbolic 
formation; cf. NFris. dangeln, Sw. dangla, 
Da. dangle, parallel to Ice!., Sw. dingla, 
Da. dingle, of similar meaning; see -LE 2• 

Danish dei·nif pert. to the Danes or Den
mark. xrrr (Cursor lVI.). ME. danais, danis 
(in danisax 'Danish axe')- AN. danes, OF. 
daneis (mod. danois) :- medL. Danensis; 
later (xiv) assim. to adjs. in -ISH1 ; super
seded the native tdensh :- OE. Denise = 
ON. Danskr :- Genn. *daniskaz; see DANE, 
-ISH1• 

dank drel)k twet, watery XIV; (injuriously) 
damp XVI. Implied earlier in the deriv. 
dank vb. (xrrr); pro b. of Scand. origin (cf. 
Sw. dank marshy spot, Ice!. dokk pit, pool 
(:- *dayku-). 

danseuse da·s8z professional female dancer. 
XIX. F., fern. of danseur, f. danser DANCE. 

dapper dre·pa.r neat, trim. xv ('dapyr or 
praty, elegans', Promp. Parv.). - MLG., 
MDu. dapper heavy, powerful, strong, 
stout (Du. dapper bold, valiant) = OHG. 
tapfar heavy, weighty, firm (late MHG., 
G. tapjer brave), ON. dapr sad, dreary. 
The trans£. of sense in Eng. from 'bold, 
energetic' to 'smart, trim' is similar to that 
in BRA VE1• The basic meaning is 'heavy' ; 
cogns. outside Germ. are recognized in 
Russ. debtflyl plump, OPruss. debikan large, 
OS!. debelu thick. 

dappled dre·pld marked with roundish 
spots. XIV (Maund.). contemp. with dapple
grey (Ch.), whence dapple sb., adj., and vb. 
(all XVI; the verb first in Sh.). Of unkn. 
origin; dappled varies in Maund. with 
pomelee (- OF. pommeltf 'appled'; cf. pomely 
grey in Ch. 'Canterbury Tales', pro!. 6I6 
- F. gris pommeltf), and the notion 'apple
grey' is expressed in ON. apalgrdr, OHG. 
aphelgriio (G. apfelgrau), Du. appelgrauw; 
cf. also Russ. v yablokakh dappled, f. ydbloko 
APPLE ; the problems raised by these corre
spondences seem to be insoluble (the comp. 
apple-grey has no standing). 

darbies da·.rbiz (sl.) pl. handcuffs, tfetters. 
XVII. app. evolved from phr. (Father Darby's 
bands some kind of rigid bond binding a 
debtor XVI). Darby is a southern (not the 
local) pronunc. of Derby, name of an Eng. 
town and county and a personal name. 
Darby and Joan (prov.) strongly attached 
husband and wife XVIII. 

DART 

dare d£a.r pt. durst da.rst, pt. and pp. dared 
dea.xd have boldness or courage (to dar) OE. 
Trans. senses with a plain object appear XVI. 
A preterite-present vb. (cf. CAN 2), OE. 
durran, pres. dearr, durron, pt. dorste, corr. 
to OFris. dura, dar, dor, dorste, OS.gidurran, 
-dar, -durrum, dorsta, OHG. giturran, -tar, 
-turrun, -torsta, pp. gitorran, Goth. ga-
daursan, -dars, -daursun, -daursta; f. the 
Germ. series *ders- *dars- *durs- (not ON.) 
:- IE. *dhers- *dhors-, *dhrs-, whence Skr. 
dhrsh, perf. dadiirsha be bold, Gr. tharsefn be 
bold, thrasus bold, OSlav. druzate be bold. 
The orig. 3rd pers. sg. pres. (he) dare and pt. 
(he) durst remain in idiomatic usage, but 
durst is obsolescent and even so is restricted; 
dareth, dares, and dared appeared in XVI; 
there has been considerable crossing of 
forms, dare being used for the pt. (XVIII- ) 
and durst for the present (XVII- ). 

dark dli.rk marked by lack of light. OE. 
deorc, prob. f. Germ. base *derk- *dark-, 
whence also OHG. tarchanjan, terchinen 
conceal, hide (:- *'darknjan). Hence 
da·rken XIII (Cursor M.; rare in ME.); 
see -EN5• da·rkling in the dark xv; being, 
lying, etc., in darkness XVIII; see -LING 2• 

Whence as a back-formation da·rkle. xv. 
darling dli·.rlil) dear or beloved person. 

OE. deorling; see DEAR and -LING1• The 
present form is developed normally from 
ME. derling; a new formation on DEAR 
appeared in ME. and dearling continued in 
use till XVIII. 

darn1 dli.rn mend (clothes) with yarn or 
thread. XVI. poss. a use of darn, later form 
of tdern conceal, hide (OE. diernan, f. 
dierne DERN) ; cf. MDu. dernen stop holes 
in (a dike). 

darn 2, darned, darnation. Earliest in 
darn adv. (late XVIII), used as an intensive, 
which Noah Webster identified with DERN 
in its later senses of 'dark, drear, dim', as 
in the phr. dern and dismal, which presum
ably became darn(ed) dismal; cf. the vars. 
dern, durn. When darn(ed) had become a 
mild substitute for damn, darnation would 
readily follow. Cf. U.S. tarnation sb., adj., 
adv. (xvrrr), which is prob. to be assoc. with 
the similarly used and somewhat earlier 
tarnal, aphetic form of etarnal, eternal. 

darnel dii·.rnal the grass Lolium temu
lentum. XIV. prob. of NEF. origin, e.g. 
Walloon darnelle (var. -ette), which has been 
connected with words denoting giddiness, 
reeling, and the like, the plant being so 
named from its stupefying properties (cf. 
F. ivraie tares- L. ebriaca fern. 'drunken', 
and the epithet temulentum 'drunken' of the 
bot. name). 

dart dli.rt pointed missile to be hurled 
through the air. xrv. -OF. dart (mod. 
dard) = Pr. dart (whence Sp., It. dardo) 
:- Germ. "'darooaz spear, lance, repr. by 
OE. darop, OHG. tart, ON. darraor. Hence 
dart vb. cast as a dart XIV ; move swiftly 
XVII. 



DARTRE 

dartre da·lt:Jl herpes, etc.; tetter, scab. 
XIX. - (O)F. dartre, corr. to Pr. derti, derbi, 
It. dial. derbi, derbga, derbeda :- medL. 
derbita, of Gaulish origin (cf. Breton 
dervoed); earlier adopted as tdartars, -ers 
disease of sheep (XVI-XVIII). 

dash1 da!J strike with violence (with many 
trans£. and fig. uses) XIII (RG!ouc.); move 
violently XIV; euph. for 'damn' (partly from 
the use of a dash - in place of this word) 
XIX. ME. dasche, dasse, pro b. of imit. origin; 
an appropriate base *dask- is repr. by Sw. 
daska, Da. daske beat, but no older Scand. 
forms are recorded. Hence dash sb. act of 
dashing XIV; stroke made with a pen, etc. XVI. 

dash• da:J present, gratuity. XVIII. prob. 
alteration of dashee, dasje (XVIII), dache 
(Purchas), by taking the pl. dashees as dashes ; 
native word of Guinea. 

dastard da:·st;ud tdullard, sot (Promp. 
Parv.); despicable coward. xv. Of obscure 
origin; pro b. to be referred ult. to ME. dase, 
DAZE, but perh. immed. based on ME. 
tdasart (XIV) dullard (cf. MDu. dasaert 
fool) and tdasiberd (xiv), f. tdasi inert, dull+ 
herd, BEARD (cf. LG. diisbtirt), with infl. 
from DOTARD. 

dasyure d:::e·siju:Jl brush-tailed opossum. 
XIX. -F. dasyure (H. E. Geoffroy St-Hilaire) 
- modL. dasyurus, f. Gr. dasus rough, 
hairy (rei. to L. densus DENSE)+ourd tail 
(cf. ARSE). 

data dei-ta pl. of DATUM. 
date1 deit fruit of the palm Phrenix dactyli

fera. XIII. -OF. date (mod. datte) :- L. 
dactylu-s- Gr. ddktulos finger, toe, date (see 
DACTYL). The application to the date-palm 
has reference to the finger-like shape of its 
leaves. t]J Continental forms are: OHG. 
dahtilboum date-tree (MHG. tahtel), MHG. 
datel (G. dattel) after It. dattilo, OF. whence 
MDu. dade (- Rom. *dada for data), Du. 
dade!, after G. 

date• deit time or period of an event. XIV. 
- (O)F. date- medL. data (cf. Pr., Sp., It. 
data), sb. use of fern. of datus, pp. of dare 
give. Derived from the L. formula used in 
dating letters, e.g. Data [sc. epistola] Romce, 
[letter] given or delivered (and so, written) 
at Rome, i.e. by the writer to the bearer. So 
date vb. xv. - (O)F. dater- medL. dattire, 
f. data. 

dative dei-tiv (Sc.) appointed by the king 
or the commissary; (gram.) case denoting 
'to' or 'for'. xv. - L. dativus pert. to giving 
(gram. casus dativus, rendering Gr. 'IM'wa<s 
llo·ru<~; see CASE1), f. dat-, pp. stem of dare 
give (cf. DONATIO~); see -IVE. 

datum dei·t:Jm thing given or granted; 
chiefly pl. data dei·t:J. ·XVII. L., n. pp. of 
dare give ; cf. prec. 

datura d:Jtju:J'r:J genus of poisonous 
plants (Datura Stramonium, thorn apple). 
XVI. - modL. - Hindi dhatura :- Skr. dhat
tura. Earlier repr. by tdewtry (vars. deutroa 

DAW 

XVI, doutro, doutry XVII) - Marathi dhutrti, 
dhutro. 

daub d5b coat with a layer of mortar, etc. 
XIV; lay on colours crudely XVII. - OF. 
dauber :- L. dealbtire whiten, whitewash, 
plaster, f. de DE- 3 +albus white (cf. ALBUM). 
Hence daub sb. mortar, plaster xv; coarsely 
executed painting XVIII, 

daughter d5·t:J.T female child. OE. dohtor 
= OFris. dochter, OS. dohtar (Du. dochter), 
OHG. tohter (G. tochte1-), ON. dottir, Goth. 
dauhtar :- CGerm. *doxter, earlier *dhukter 
:- IE. *dhughater, whence also Skr. duhitdr-, 
Av. duyoar, Gr. thugdter, Arm. dustr, OS!. 
dusti, g. dustere (Russ. doC', g. d6ceri); of 
unkn. origin. t]J Like son, not repr. in Italic 
or Celtic. The normal repr. of the OE. is 
tdoughter (to XVI), Sc. dauchter dau·xt:Jr, 
north. Eng. dowter dau·t:ll. The standard 
pronunc., which is shown XVI, is of dial. 
origin; cf. early modE. and dial. dafter. 

daunt d5nt tovercome, tame XIII ; dispirit, 
abash xv. -AN. daunter, OF. dante1·, var. 
of donter (mod. dompter) = Pr. domtar :- L. 
domittire, frequent. of domtire TAME. t]J For 
the vowel in OF. cf. DAME, DAN, DANGER. 

dauphin d5·fin title of the King of France's 
eldest son (1349-1830). xv (daulphyn, 
dolphyn). -F. dauphin, earlier tdaulphin 
- Pr. dalfin :- medL. dalphinus (viii), for 
L. delphinus- Gr. delphls, delphin- (see 
DOLPHIN); orig. a title attached to certain 
seigneuries, e.g. Viennois, the lords of 
which are said to have borne the name. 
Hence dau·phiness XVI; see -Ess1• 

davenport da!"V:lnp5lt writing-table with 
drawers. XIX. Supposed to be f. the maker's 
name. 

davit da!•vit (naut.) piece of timber or 
iron at a ship's stern used as a crane. XIV 
(daviottes, devettes, dyvettes; also dauyd, -id 
XVI-XVII).- AF, OF. daviot, later daviet (now 
davier), dim. of Davi David. 

davy1 dei·vi, in full Davy lamp, Davy's lamp, 
miner's safety-lamp invented by Sir Hum
phry Davy ( 1778-I829), natural philosopher. 
XIX (I8I7). 

davy 2 dei·vi oath. XVIII. (sl.) clipped form 
of AFFIDAVIT. 

Davy Jones dei·vi d3ounz (naut. slang) 
spirit of the sea, sailor's devil; Davy Jones's 
locker, grave of those who perish at sea. 
XVIII (Smollett). The allusion is unkn. 
(Jonas, var. of Jonah name of O.T. prophet, 
Jonah i I7 and ii, has been suggested, but 
David appears to be an essential element); 
vars. are David Jones, Old Davy, and simply 
Davy. 

daw d5 jackdaw; tsimpleton; (Sc.) slug
gard, slut. xv. prob. to be referred to an 
OE. *dtiwe, rei. to OHG. ttiha (G. dial. tach), 
beside MHG. dtihele, tale (G. dahle, dohle), 
whence It. taccola, medL. tacula. Also in 
contemp. compound tcadaw, tcaddow, the 
first el. of which is ca (Sc. kae), co- ON. 
kd (Da. kaa), of imit. origin. 
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DAWDLE 

dawdle d5·dl waste time. XVII. prob. of 
dial. origin (there are vars. daddle, daidle, 
doddle) ; see -LE2• 

dawk d5k post-relay. xvm. - Hindi, 
Marathi tfiik :- Skr. driik quickly. 

dawn d5n begin to grow light. xv. Back
formation from dawning, ME. dai(;)ening, 
da(i)ning (xm), dawenyng (XIV Ch.), altera
tion of daiing, dawyng (OE. dagung, f. dagian 
grow light) after Scand. (OSw. daghning, 
Sw., Da. dagning); see DAY, -ING1 ; rep!. ME. 
tday. Hence dawn sb. XVI (Sh.). 

day dei time of sunlight)(night; 24 hours 
OE; daylight XIV. OE. da:g = OFris. dei, 
OS. (Du.) dag, OHG. tac (G. tag), ON. 
dagr, Goth. dags :- CGerm. *dagaz, beside 
which a wk. form *dagan is repr. by OE. 
an!daga appointed time, OS. en/dago death
day, OHG. giburt/tago birthday, ON. 
ein!dagi term, and a gradation-var. *dog
by OE. dogor (s-stem), Nhb. dmg day, Oi\J. 
dmgr 12 hours, Goth.fidur/dogs offour days. 
On the assumption of a basic meaning 'time 
when the sun is hot', connexion is made out 
with Skr. ni diighds heat, summer, Lith. 
diigas harvest time, OPruss. dagis summer, 
and with a base *dhegh- bum, which is 
recognized in Skr., Gr., L., Balto-Siav., and 
Celtic. Hence daily dei-li adj. and adv. 
xv; see -LY1 and 2 ; the equiv. OE. words 
were da:ghwamlic, -liCe. 

daze deiz benumb the senses of. XIV (R. 
Rolle). First in pp. dased- OX pp. dasaor 
weary or exhausted from cold or exertion 
( cf. Ice!. dasask refl. become exhausted, 
dasi lazy fellow, Sw. dasa lie idle). Cf. 
tadased (xvi). 

dazzle dre·zl tlose distinctness of vision 
xv; confuse the vision of XVI. Late ME. 
dasele, f. dase, DAZE+-LE 3• 

de di L. prep. de of, (down) from, off, con
cerning (corr. to Ir. di, de), occurring in 
commonly used phrases, e.g. de facto, de fide, 
de Jure, de novo. Cf. DE-. 

de- repr. (often through F. de-) L. de-, which 
is the prep. de down from, away from, off, 
aside (with cogns. only in Celtic, e.g. Ir., 
Gael. de), used in verbal comps., as decre
scere DECREASE, defendere DEFEND, desideriire 
DESIRE. The earliest adoptions of such vbs. 
in Eng. were through French, as AN. 
decreisser, defender, OF. decreistre, defendre, 
desirer ; later adoptions were direct from 
L. infins. or pps. The meanings denoted 
are (!) down (from or to a place or state), 
as in depend, depose, depress, descend; (hence) 
down from (a vehicle), as debus, detrain; 
(2) off, away, aside, as in decline, deduce, 
defend, deport, design, desist, deta; spec. 
away from oneself, as in delegate, deprecate; 
(3) down to the bottom or dregs, (hence) 
completely, thoroughly, as in L. decoquere 
(see DECOCTIO:«), deliquescere DELIQUESCE; 
sometimes merely strengthening vbs., as in 
L. decliimiire DECLAIM, dec/iiriire DECLARE, 

denudiire DENUDE, derelinquere (see DERELICT), 

DEAF 

desiccdre DESICCATE; (4) with pejorative 
sense, as in L. decipere take in, DECEIVE, 
deridere laugh to scorn, DERIDE, detestiiri 
DETEST; (5) by late L. grammarians used 
uniquely in decompositus derived from a 
compound word, further compounded; 
whence decomposite, decompound in chem., 
bot., etc.; (6) with the sense of undoing or 
reversing what is expressed by a vb., as in 
L. dearmdre disarm, develdre unveil, whence 
the formation of similar vbs. from sbs. to 
denote removal, as in decolliire (see DECOLLA
TION), defiordre DEFLOWER, desquiimiire (see 
DESQUAMATION); a similar notion was ex
pressed by L. dis-, as in disJungere DISJOIN, 
and the use of this prefix, repr. in Rom. by 
des-, was widely extended, and through F. 
de- (OF. des-) it became in Eng. adoptions 
identical with de- (cf. DEBATE, DEFY, DE
RANGE, DEVELOP). Hence (7) as a living 
formative de- forms vbs., with corr. sbs., 
(a) denoting removal or riddance, as de-bark 
(xvm), tdebowel (XIV) disembowel, de-frost 
(xx), de-husk (xvi), dehydrate (XIX), delouse, 
also debag (f. bags trousers); (b) with privative 
or reversive force mainly from late XVIII (but 
decanonization XVII), as decasualize, decen
tralize, decontrol, de-Italianize, demagnetize, 
denazification, de-rate, devolatilize. 

deacon di•k;)n one of an order of Christian 
ministers. OE. diacon- ecclL. diiiconus- Gr. 
didkonos servant, waiting man, messenger, 
eccl. Christian minister ( cf. diiikonefn serve, 
egkonefn be active). Hence dea·conESs1• 

XVI ; after late L. didconissa. 
dead ded no longer living OE.; (in various 

transf. uses) without animation, motion, or 
some vital quality OE. or ME. ; inactive, 
quiet, still; unrelieved, absolute, complete 
xvr. OE. dead = OFris. dad, OS. dod (Du. 
dood), OHG. tot (G. tot), ON. dauor, Goth. 
dauj;s :- CGerm. *dau!Jaz :- *dhaut6s, pp. 
of base *dhau-, repr. also in OS. doian, 
OHG. touzt·en, ON. deyJa DIE1• There are 
many special comps. involving transf. and 
fig. uses (as above), e.g. dead-eye (for earlier 
tdead man's eye xv), dead hand (tr. MORT
:VIAIN), dead heat (xix), dead letter, dead level, 
deadlock (metaphor from wrestling), dead 
nettle (non-stinging), dead reckoning (a pro
posed etym. ded., for deduced, has no justi
fication), dead weight. Hence deaden 
de·dn. XVII; see -EN6• dea·dly adj. and 
adv. OE. deadlic, -lice; see -LY', -LY2, and 
cf. OHG. totlich, MDu. doodlick adjs. 

deaf clef lacking in the sense of hearing. 
OE. deaf= OFris. daf, OS. dof (Du. doof), 
OHG. toup (G. taub), ON. daujr, Goth. 
daufs (-b-):- CGerm. *dauoaz (cf. also 
Goth. af:daubnan grow dull. The IE. base 
*dhoubh- *dheubh- *dhubh- is repr. also by 
Gr. tuphl6s (:- *thuphl6s) blind; cf. DUMB. 
The pronunc. with a long vowel (dif) was 
still gen. current in xvrn, and remains 
widely diffused dial. and in U.S. Hence 
dea·fen. XVI (Sh.); superseding tdeaf vb. 
(xiv); see -EN5• 



DEAL 

deaP dil tpart, portion; quantity, amount. 
OE. drel = OFris., OS. del (Du. deel), 
OHG., G. teil, Goth. dails :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *dailiz, f. *dail-; see DOLE1• So deal 
vb. A. tdivide; distribute, bestow among 
a nurnberOE.; deliver(blows) xm(La3.); B. 
ttake part in xn; have to do with XIII. OE. 
drelan = OFris. dela, OS. de/jan (Du. 
deelen), OHG. teilen (G. teilen), ON. deila, 
Goth. (CGerm.) dailjan. Hence deal sb. 
distribution of cards XVII; transaction (orig. 
U.S.) XIX. 

deal2 dil plank, board of fir or pine XIV; 
wood of these xvn. Introduced through the 
Baltic trade in timber. - MLG., MDu. 
dele plank, floor (Du. deel plank), corr. to 
OHG. dil, dilo, dillo, dilla (G. diele deal 
board, dial. floor), .ON. pi/fa, OE. J;ille :
Germ. *};elaz, *peliz, *};eljon (cf. Finnish 
teljo) ; see THILL. 

dean1, dene din (dial. and surviving in 
local names) valley. OE. denu (:- *dani-), 
rei. to DEN (:- *daujam). 

dean 2 din head of cathedral or collegiate 
chapter XIV (R. Mannyng) ; supervisor of 
condu,·t and studies in a college; president 
of a university faculty XVI. lVIE. deen, den( e) 
-AN. deen, den, OF. deien, dien (mod. 
DOYEN) = Pr. degan, Cat. degd, Sp., It. 
decano :- late L. deciinu-s - Gr. dekiin6s one 
set over ten, chief of a division of ten, ( eccl.) 
often monks, f. deka TEN. Hence dea·nERY. 
xv; after AN. denrie. 

dear di;}J tglorious, noble; regarded with 
esteem and affection; tprecious OE. ; high
priced, costly XI. OE. deore, WS. diae = 
OFris. diore, OS. diuri (Du. dier beloved, 
duur high-priced), OHG. tiuri distinguished, 
worthy, costly (G. teuer), ON. dyrr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *deurjaz, of unkn. 
origin. t1f To be distinguished from dear 
hard, severe, grievous; OE. deor, of unkn. 
origin, surviving poet., as in Spenser, Sh., 
and Milton, by whom it may have been re
garded as merely a special sense of the 
ordinary adj. dear. 

dearborn di;}•Jb5m (U.S.) light four
wheeled waggon. XIX. f. name of the 
inventor. 

dearth d;;Jp condition of scarcity. XIII. 
ME. der};, f. derDEAR+-TH1 ; cf. OS. diurioa, 
MDu. diate, Du. duurte, MHG. tiurde 
honour, value, costliness, 0~. dyriJ glory. 

death dep end of life, state of being dead. 
OE. dea}; = OFris. diith, OS. doiJ (Du. 
dood), OHG. tad (G. tod), ON. dauiJr, Goth. 
dau};us :- CGerm. *dauj;uz, f. *dau- (cf. 
ON. deyja DIE1)+ *-J;uz :- *-tus -TH1. 

debacle deiba·kl breaking up of ice, sudden 
deluge; sudden downfall or rout. XIX. - F. 
debO.cle, f. debO.cler unbar, remove a bar, f. 
de DE- 6 + bdcler bar- modPr. baclar prop. 
bar a door- medL. *bacculiire, f. *bacculum, 
for L. baculum stick (cf. BACILLUS, BAC
TERIUM), 

DEBT 

debar diba·J bar out, exclude xv; prohibit, 
prevent XVI. -F. debarrer, OF. desbarer, f. 
des- DE- 6 + barrer BAR. 

debark diba·Jk disembark. xvu. - F. 
debarquer, f. de-, des-. (see DE- 6)+barque 
BARK2

• t1f Later than dzsembark. 
debase dibei·s tabase; tdecry, vilify; 

lower in quality or character. XVI. f. DE- I, 
3+BASE3

• 

debate dibei·t contention XIII (Cursor M.); 
dispute, discussion XIV. - (O)F. debat, corr. 
to Pr. debat, It. dibatto; Rom. deriv. of the 
vb. So deba·te vb. XIV. - (O)F. debattre = 
Pr. de(s)batre, Sp. debatir, It. dibattere :
Rom. *desbattae (see DE- 6, BATTLE). 

debauch dib5·tJ tseduce from allegiance 
XVI; seduce from virtue or chastity XVII. 
- F. debaucher, OF. desbaucher, f. des- DE-
6+an uncertain el. of unkn. origin. Hence 
debau·ch sb. xvn. -F. debauche, f. the vb. 
debauchEE deb5tJi·. xvu. -F. debauche, 
pp. of the vb. Cf. DEBOSHED. debau·chERY, 
XVII (Milton) ; earlier tdebauchment. 

debenture dibc·ntJ;JJ voucher for a sum 
due xv; tcertificate of a loan made to a 
government XVIII ; bond issued by a cor
poration acknowledging indebtedness for 
interest XIX. - mod. use of L. debentur are 
owing or due, 3rd pres. ind. pl. pass. of 
debere owe (see DEBT, DUE), occurring as the 
first word of a certificate of indebtedness 
(xrv) ; cf. legal F. bille de debentour (xv); 
there has been assim. of the final syll. to 
-URE. 

debility dibi·liti weakness. xv (Wyntoun, 
Caxton). - (O)F. debilite- L. debilitiis, f. 
debilis weak, f. de- DE- 4+ IE. base repr. by 
Skr. bdlam strength, power, OS!. bolij greater 
(cf. BOLSHEVIK), 0Ir. adlbal powerful. See 
-ITY. So debi·litate weaken, enfeeble. XVI 
(Elyot). f. pp. stem of L. debilitiire, f. debili
tiis; see -ATE 3• debilitA·TI0::-1, XV- (O)F.
L. 

debit de· bit tdebt xv; entry of a sum owing, 
left-hand side of an account XVIII. - L. 
debitum DEBT; in the later sense - F. debit. 

debonair de:bonE;}"J tgracious, courteous; 
genial. XIII (debonere). -OF. debonaire 
(mod. debonnaire), prop. phr. de bon aire of 
good disposition (see BONNE, AIR). 

deboshed dib;:>· Jt var. (xvi) of DEBAUCHED, 
to repr. mod. pronunc. of F. debauche; 
mainly Sc. (but used by Sh. and J. Hey
wood); revived by Scott. 

debouch dibau·tJ, dibii'f emerge from a 
narrow into a wider space. XVIII. -F. 
deboucher, f. de- DE- 6+bouche mouth(:- L. 
bucca), after synon. It. sboccare. 

debris de·bri, dei·bri broken remains. XVIII. 
- F. debris, f. tdebriser break down or up, 
f. de- DE- I+ briser break (see BRUISE). 

debt det what is owed. XIII. ME. det, dette 
(till xvr)- (O)F. dette :-Rom. "'debita, 
femininized pl. of L. debitum, pp. n. of 
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DEBUNK 

debere owe, f. de- DE- 6-t-habere (cf. HABIT). 
From XIII to XVI spelt debte in F., whence 
debt in Eng. from xvr onwards. So debtor 
de·t;u one who owes. XIII (in A.V. detter, 
debter, debtor, -our all occur). - OF. det(t)or, 
-our :- L. debitorem, nom. debitor; see -OR1• 

debunk dibA·IJk (orig. C.S. sl.) remove the 
humbug or pretence from. xx. f. DE- 7 + 
BU~K3, abbrev. of BU~KU:\'1. 

debus dibA·s unload from or get off a bus. 
XX. f. DE- I-t-BUS, after DETRAI~. 

debut dei·bi.i entry into society. XVIII. F., 
f. debuter make the first stroke in a game, f. 
de- DE--t-but goal, BUTT. 

deca- de·k;,, dekre· repr. Gr. deka TEN, as 
in de·cagon ten-sided figure (XVII)- modL. 
decaf{onum - Gr. dekdgonon (gonia angle); 
de·castyle (portico or colonnade) of ten 
columns (Gr. stulos). XVIII; decasY·LLABLE. 
xrx; cf. F. decasyllabe. tJJ In the F. metric 
system designating measures and weights 
ten times the standard unit of the particular 
series (cf. DEC!-). 

decade de·kld, -eid group of ten, esp. of 
tenyears. xv(ofthebooksofLivy). -(O)F. 
decade- late L. decad-, decas- Gr. dekds, f. 
deka TEN. 

decadence de·k;,d;ms state of decay. XVI. 
- F. decadence - medL. decadentia, f. deca
dere DECAY. So de·cadENT. XIX. -F. 
decadent (used spec. I884 by Maurice Barres 
to designate a French literary movement). 

decalogue de·bl;,g the Ten Command
ments. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. decalogue 
or ecc!L. decalogus- Gr. dekdlogos, orig. fem. 
adj. sc. bib los book (after hoi dekal6goi 'the 
ten behests', LXX), f. deka TEN-t-ldgos say
ing (see LOGos). 

decamp dikre·mp break up a camp XVII; 
make off XVIII. - F. decamper, earlier 
tdescamper, f. de- DE- 6-t-camp CAMP, after 
It. scampare. 

decanal dikei·n;,l pert. to a dean ; of the 
decani side. XVIII. f. late L. dec anus DEAN 2 + 
-AL. So decani dikei·nai dean's side of the 
choir)( CANTOR IS. XVIII. g. sg. of L. dec anus. 

decant dikre·nt pour off (liquid) so as not 
to disturb the sediment. XVII. - medL. 
decanthare (whence also F. decanter), f. L. 
de- DE- I+ canthus angular lip of a jug - Gr. 
kanth6s corner of the eye. Hence deca·nter 
vessel to receive decanted liquor. XVIII; see 
-ER1• 

decapitate dikre·piteit behead. xvu. f. 
pp. stem of late L. decapitare, f. de DE- 6+ 
capit-, caput head; see -ATE3

• Cf. (O)F. 
decapite1·. 

decay dikei· fall off or away in quality or 
quantity; fall into ruin. xv. - OF. decair, 
by-form of decaoir, var. of dechaoir, decheoir 
(mod. dechoir), carr. to Pr. decaire, decazer, 
Sp. decaer, Pg. decahi1·, It. decadere :
CRom. *decadere, *decadh·e, for L. decidere, 
f. de DE- I +cadere fall (see CASE1). Hence 
decay· sb. xv. 

DECIMATE 

decease disi·s death. XIV (R. Rolle). 
- (O)F. deces- L. decessus departure, death, 
f. pp. stem of decedere go away, depart, f. de 
DE- z+cedere go. Hence vb. xv. 

deceit disi·t act or practice of deceiving. 
XIII. -OF. deceite, f. pp. deceit (:- L. de
ceptu-s) of decevoir DECEIVE. The variation 
between ai (ay) and ei (ey), c and s, de
and des-, dis-, and the etymologizing inser
tion of p, brought about a great variety of 
forms. So deceive disi·v tensnare, betray 
XIII (Cursor :vi.); lead into error XIV. -OF. 
deceivre, deroivre = Pr. decebre, Sp. decebir 
:- L. decipere, f. de- DE- 4-t-capere to take, 
seize (see HEAVE); or- deceiv-, tonic stem of 
OF. deceveir (mod. decevoi>-) :-Rom. *de,:i
pere. dece·pTION. xrv. - (O)F. or late L. 
(decept-, pp. stem of decipere). 

decelerate dise·l"reit reduce the speed of. 
XIX. f. DE- 7, after ACCELERATE. 

December dise·mb;J.I last month of the 
year. XIII. - (O)F. decembre- L. December, 
f. decem TE~, this being the tenth month of 
the ancient Roman year; the origin of the 
element -her, as in the three other names of 
months, is unkn. 

decemvir dise·mv:i.r pl. (Roman antiq.) 
body of ten men acting as a commission, etc. 
- L. decemviri, i.e. decem TEN, viri men, pl. 
of vir (see VIRILE). 

decennial dise·ni;:~l pert. to a period of 
I o years. xvrr. f. L. decennium decade, f. 
decennis, f. decem TEN+annus year (cf. 
ANNUAL); see -IAL. 

decent di-s;,nt tbecoming, fitting; modest, 
in good taste XVI ; respectable ; fair, tolerable 
XVIII. - F. decent or L. decent-, decens, pp. 
of decere be fitting, rei. to decorus DECORous, 
dignus worthy (see DIGNITY). So de·cE~CY. 
XVI. - L. decentia; see -Y 3 ; cf. F. decence. 

deci- de·si in the F. metric system, short 
for L. decimus tenth, f. decem TEN, designat
ing weights and measures that are one tenth 
of the standard unit (cf. DECA-). 

decide dis;,i·d determine XIV; settle a ques
tion XVIII. -F. decider or L. decidere cut off, 
cut the knot, determine, f. de DE- z+c:edere 
cut (with no direct cogns.). So decisiON 
disi·3;>n. xv. - (O)F. decision or L. decisio, 
f. decis-, pp. stem of decfdere. decisiVE 
dis;,i·siv. XVII. - F.- medL. 

deciduous disi·dju;,s falling off at a particu
lar season. XVII. f. L. deciduus, f. decidere 
fall down or off, f. de DE- 2 + cadere fall (see 
CASE1). 

decimal de·sim;,l proceeding by powers of 
IO, as in the Arabic notation; also sb. XVII. 
- modL. decimalis, f. decimus tenth, f. decem 
TEN; see -AL1 • 

decimate de·simeit exact tithe from; put to 
death one in ten of a number. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. decimare, f. decimus tenth; see prec. and 
-ATE3• So decimA·TION exaction of tithe 
xv; destruction of one in ten. XVI. -late L. 



DECIPHER 

decipher dis;~i·f;~J reduce to ordinary 
writing, make out (a writing in cipher, etc.). 
XVI. f. DE- 7+CIPHER, after F. dechijfrer. 

deck1 dek tcovering xv; platform extend
ing from side to side of a ship xv; pack of 
cards XVI (Sh.; now dial. and U.S.). -MDu. 
dec roof, covering, cloak :- Germ. * pakjam 
THATCH; the nautical sense (of which the 
primary notion was rather 'covering', 'roof' 
than 'floor') appears to he an Eng. develop
ment, since it does not appear for the Du. 
word till late XVII, and then as a syn. of 
verdek (whence G. verdeck). 

deck 2 dek tcover; clothe richly, array. 
xvr. - C.\1)Du. dekken cover = OE. peccan 
cover, roof over, THATCH. 

deckle de·kl in paper-making, contrivance 
to limit the size of the sheet. XIX. - G. 
deckel cover, lid, tympan, dim. of decke 
covering (OHG. decki, f. base of decken 
DECK 2

); cf. -LE 2
• 

declaixn diklei·m speak or utter aloud. 
XIV (Ch.) (declame). -F. declamer or L. dec/a
mare; see DE- 3 and CLAIM. So declam
ATION dekl;Jmei·f;m. xv (Lydg.). -F. or L. 
declamatoRY dikl!e'm;Jt;Jri. xvr. - L. 

declare dikle;n tmanifest; state publicly 1 

or explicitly. XIV. - L. declarare make clear, 
f. de DE- 3 ·r·clarare, f. clarus CLEAn. (Cf. F. 
declarer (xv), which superseded OF. des
clairiel·.) So declarATION dekl;Jrei·J;~n. XIV. 
- L.; so F. (xv). declaratoRY dikl!e•r;Jt;Jri. 
XV. -medL. 

declension dikle·nJ;Jn (gram.) case-in
flexion, class of sbs., etc., depending on this 
xv; declining, deviation XVI (Sh.). repr. 
(O)F. declinaison, f. decliner DECLINE, after 
L. declinatio DECLINATION; retraction of the 
stress to the second syll. (cf. CO'V!PARISO?-i) 
produced declynsone (Promp. Parv., \Vin
chester MS.), which was modified to tde
clenson (xv-xvi), with aphetic var. tclenzon, 
tclensone (xv, Promp. Parv.), the termina
tion being subsequently assim. to -SION. 

decline diklai·n turn aside, deviate (trans. 
and intr.); bend or go down; (gram.) inflect 
XIV; turn aside or away from xv. - (O)F. 
decliner- L. declinare, f. de DE- 2+clinare 
bend, cogn. with Gr. klinein bend, Germ. 
*xlinojan LEAN 2 • (Preceded by an occas. 
adoption in OE. declinian.) Hence decli·ne 
sb. falling off or away. XIV. So declinA·
TION dek- (astron.) XIV (Ch.); t(gram.) de
clension xv (Capgrave); turning aside or 
down xvr. - L. 

declivity dikli·vlti downward slope. XVII. 
- L. declivitas, f. declivis sloping down
wards, f. de DE- I +clivus slope :- IE. 
*kloiwos, whence (Germ. *xlaiw-) OE. hlaw 
grave-mound, OS., OHG. hleo, ON. hlaiwa, 
Goth. hlaizv grave; cf. LEAN 2 and see -ITY. 

decoction dika·kJ;m liquor in which a sub
stance has been boiled. XIV. - (O)F. decoc
tionorlate L. decoctio(n-), f. decoct-, pp. stem 
of decoquere boil down, f. de DE- 3 +coquere 

DECREE 

cooK; see -TION. Hence deco·ct tpp. adj. 
and vb. xv. 

decode dikou·d convert (a coded message) 
into ordinary language. XIX. f. DE- 7 +CODE. 

decollation dikalei·J;m beheading (spec. of 
St. John Baptist). XIV. - (O)F. decollation 
or late L. decollatio(n-), f. decolliire behead, f. 
de D"E- 6+collum neck; see COLLAR, -ATION. 

decollete deika·ltei cut low at the neck. 
XIX. F., pp. of decolleter, f. de- DE- 6+collet, 
collar, dim. of col collar :- L. collum ( cf. 
prec.). 

decompose dikampou·z separate into its 
parts; decay. xvm. -F. decomposer, f. de
DE- 6+composer CO'V!POSE. So de:COM
POSI·TION XVII, after deCOMPOU'ND XVII. 
See also DE- 5· 

decor deik5·J theatre scenery. XIX. F., f. 
decorer DECORATE. 

decorate de·kareit tadorn XVI; deck with 
ornamental accessories XVIII; invest with 
an honour XIX. f. decorate pp. (xv) or its 
source L. decordtus, -are beautify, f. duor-, 
decus; see DEconovs and -ATE3• So decorA·
TIO:-<. XV. - (O)F. or late L. de·corATIVE. 
xv. -F. decorous de·k;)r;)s, dik5·r;Js 
tseemly XVII ; marked by propriety XVIII. 
f. L. decorus, rei. to decens DECENT. decorum 
dik5-r~m what is proper, propriety of be
haviour. xvr. - L. decorum, sb. use of n.sg. 
of decorus. 

decorticate dik5•Jtikeit strip the bark 
from. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. decorticiire, f. 
de DE- 6+cortic-, CORTEX; see -ATE3

, 

decoy dikoi· pool with netted approaches 
for the capture of wildfowl. XVII. Evidence 
for the corr. vb. is earlier in Sc. (xvi) and in 
the gen. sense 'entice, allure'; but the sb. 
was no doubt prior, and perh. - Du. de kooi 
'the decoy' (whence also contemp. Eng. syn. 
tcoy), with assim. to tdecoy gambling card
game (xvr), of unkn. origin; the forms 
tduck(c)oy (xvii-xvm) are due partly to 
substitution of DUCK for the first syll., partly 
to tr. of Du. eendenkooi 'duck-decoy'; cf. 
tcoy-duck (XVII), tr. Du kooieend. q Du. 
kooi, tkoye is a parallel development to 
MDu. kouwe (Du. dial. kouw cage), MLG. 
kaue - L. cavea CAGE. 

decrease dikrl·s grow less. xrv (vVyclif, 
Gower, Trevisa). - OF. de(s)creiss-, pres. 
stem of de(s)creistre (mod. decroftre) = Pr. 
descreisser, Sp. descrecer, It. discrescere 
- Rom. *discri!scere, for L. decri!scere, f. de 
DE- 6+crescere grow (see CRESCENT). So 
decrea·se sb. XIV (Gower). -OF. de(s)creis, 
f. the above vb. 

decree dikri· ordinance, edict. XIV (R. 
Mannyng). -OF. deere, var. of decret, corr. 
to Pr. decret, Sp., It. decreta-L. decretum, 
sb. use of n. of decretus, pp. of decernere, f. 
de DE- 2 + cernere separate, distinguish, 
decide (cf. DISCERN). So decree vb. XIV. 
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DECREMENT 

decrement di·krirn:mt decrease, lessening. 
xvn. - L. decrementum, f. deere-, stem of 
decrifscere DECREASE; see -ME,';T. 

decrepit dikre·pit old and feeble. xv. 
- (partly through F. decrepit XVI, earlier 
descrepy) L. decrepitus, f. de DE- 3 +crepitus, 
pp. of crepare rattle, creak, of imit. origin 
(cf. CREPITuS). Forms in -id show assim. to 
adjs. in -ID. Hence decre·piTuDE. XVII; 
after (O)F. decrepitude; superseding tde
crepity (xvi-XVII)- F. tdecrepite, medL. 
decrepitas. (Florio has both words.) 

decretal dikri·t:Jl adj. of a decree or de
cretal XV; sb. papal decree XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- (O)F. decretal- late L. decriftalis (medL. 
decretales, sc. epistol;;e, papal letters contain
ing decrees, decretale decree), f. difcrift-, pp. 
stem of decernere DECREE. 

decry dikr<li· denounce by proclamation; 
disparage openly. XVII. f. DE- 4+CRY vb., 
after (O)F. decrier, in the senses of cry down 
(XV, XVI). 

decuman de·kjum:Jn (of a wave) very 
large. XVII. - L. decumanus, var. of deci
manus of the tenth part, f. decimus tenth ( cf. 
DECIMAL); see -A:-;. fjf The application to 
waves (L. decumani fiuctus) rests on the 
belief that every tenth wave is greater than 
the others. 

decurion dikju,·ri"n (Rom. antiq. and 
hist.) cavalry officer in command of ten 
horse; member of the senate of a colony or 
town. XIV (Wycl. Bible).- L. decurio(n-), f. 
decem TEN after centuria CENTURION. 

decussate di·kAseit cross at an acute angle. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). f. decussat-, pp. stem 
of L. decussare, f. decussis number ro, ro-as 
piece, intersection of lines crosswise (X), f. 
decem TEN+as AS 2, So deCUSSA'TION. XVII. 

dedicate de·dikeit devote to the service of 
a deity xv; assign to an end or purpose XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. dedicare proclaim, devote, 
consecrate, f. de DE- z+dic-, weak var. of 
die- say (cf. DICTION); after tdedicate pp. 
(XIV, Ch.) or the foil. sb.; see -ATE3

• So 
dedicA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

deduce didjfl's tbring, convey; tderive; 
trace the course of; draw as a conclusion xv; 
tdeduct XVI. - L. dediicere, f. de DE- z+ 
diicere lead (cf. DucT). So deduct didA·kt 
take away, subtract xv; tderive; ttrac~ out; 
tdeduce by reasoning XVI. f. deduct-, pp. 
stem of L. dediicere DEDUCE; pro b. after 
earlier tdeduct pp. dedu·cTio:-:r subtraction, 
abatement xv; tdetailed account; deducing 
a conclusion, inference by reasoning XVI. 
- (O)F.- L. 

dee di A. name of the letter D applied to a 
D-shaped object. XVIII. B. euphem. (like d 
and d-) put for damn ; so deed for damned, 
and deedeed for d-d, i.e. damned. XIX. 

deed did that which is done OE.; legal 
instrument in writing XIV. OE. (Anglian) 

DEFAME 

difd, (WS.) diEd = OFris. ded(e), OS. dad 
(Du. daad), OHG. tat (G. tat), ON. ddo, 
Goth. -de]Js (in gade]Js, missade]Js MISDEED) 
:- CGerm. *diEdiz :- *dheti·s, f. IE. *dhif
*dho- (see no1). deed poll deed made by 
one party only, so called because it is 'polled' 
or cut even, not indented. XVI (polle dede, 
deede pole). 

deem dim 1-give judgement, judge; think, 
consider. OE. deman = OFris. dema, OS. 
domian (Du. doemen), OHG. tuomen, ON. 
dmma, Goth. (CGerm.) domjan, f. *domaz 
DOOM. Hence deemster di·mst;J.I either 
of the two judges of the Isle of Man. XVII ; 
see -STER. Clf \Vith regularly shortened stem
vowel, tdem(p)ster (i) judge XIII (Cursor 
M.); (ii) Sc. officer of a court who pro
nounced judgement XVI. 

deep dip having great extension down
wards ; fig. profound OE. ; penetrating XIII ; 
(of colour) intense; subtle, crafty XVI. OE. 
deop = OFris. diiip, OS. diop, diap (Du. 
diep), OIIG. tiuf(G. tief), ON. djupr, Goth. 
diups :- CGerm. *deupaz, f. *deup- *dup
(see DIP). The normal ME. compar. depper 
(:- OE. deoppra) was rep!. by the new 
formation deeper. As sb. deep water OE.; 
the deep the ocean (x1v) ; cf. (M)Du. diep. 
Hence deepEN5• xvr, dee·pLY 2• OE. 

deer di".r tanimal OE. ; antlered ruminant 
(Cervus) XII. OE. deor = OFris. diar, OS. 
dior (Du. dier), OHG. tior (G. tier), ON. 
dyr, Goth. *dius (in d. pl. diuzam) :- CGerm. 
*deuzam :- IE. *dlzeus6m orig. 'breathing 
creature' (cf. the sense-development in 
A:-liMAL), if rei. to OS!. duchu, dusa breath 
Lith. dListi sigh. ' 

deface difei·s mar the face or appearance 
of; blot out. XIV. -F. tdefacer, earlier def
facer, for desfacer, f. des-, de- DE- 6+face 
FACE. 

defalcate di'f5lkeit tlop off, retrench, de
duct XV; commit defalcation XIX. f. pp. 
stem of medL. defalcare, f. de DE- z+L. 
falc-, falx sickle, scythe; see -ATE 3 • Cf. F. 
dtfjalquer, Sp. desfalcar, It. dif.falcare. The 
earlier defalk (-F. or medL. inf.) survives 
in U.S.legal use. So defalcA'T!O~ tdiminu
tion, reduction, curtailment xv; defection 
failure; fraudulent monetary deficiency 
XVIII. - medL. 

defame difei·m trender infamous; attack 
the good name of. XIV. :VIE. diffame, defame 
- OF. diffamer, also desf-, def(f)-, corr. to 
Pr. dZfJamar, It. d~ffamare- L. dif.fanuire 
spread about as an evil report, f. dis- DIF-, 
DE- 6-t-fama FAME. The prefix was replaced 
on the model of medL. defamare (cf. 
L. defamatus infamous, defamis shameful). 
The first sense prob. belongs strictly to 
defamare, the second to dif]amare. So 
defamA'TION de-, dif;Jm- (in corr. senses). 
XIV (R. lVIannyng, Trevisa, Ch.). - (O)F. 
dif.famation -late L. diffamatio. defamatoRY 
-fa:·m-. XVI. - medL. 

[zso] 



DEFAULT 

default dif5·lt in default of, absence, lack 
(now surviving mainly in phr.); failure to do 
something XIII (Cursor M.). ME. defaut(e) 
- (i) OF. defaute, f. defaillir, on the model of 
faute FAULT, faillir FAIL; (ii) (O)F. defaut, 
back-formation on defaute. Hence defau·lt 
vb. XIV: partly suggested by defaut, 3rd 
pres. sg. ind. of defaillir. For the sp. and 
pronunc. see FAULT. 

defeasance difi·z<Jns (Sc.) discharge (of 
debt, etc.) XIV; (leg.) condition upon the 
performance of which an instrument is 
made void xv; annulment; undoing XVI. 
-OF. defesance, f. defesant, prp. of de(s)faire 
(mod. defaire) undo, f. des-, de- DE- 6+faire 
make; see FACT, -ANCE. 

defeat difi·t fundo, ruin, destroy XIV (Ch.); 
frustrate, nullify xv (Caxton); fdisappoint, 
defraud; discomfit, vanquish XVI (not in 
Sh. or A.V.). ME. def(f)ete- AN. defeter, 
f. defet, OF. deffait, desfait, pp. of desfaire 
(mod. defaire) = It. disfare :- medL. dis
facere undo, mar, f. L. dis- DE- 6+facere 
make (see FACT). Hence defea·t sb. XVI; 
cf. F. defaite = It. disfatta. defea·tiSM. 
xx. -F. defaitisme. defea·tiST sb. and adj. 
xx. - F. -iste. 

defecate di·fikeit clear from impurities XVI; 
remove (f<eces) XVIII; void the f<eces XIX. 
f. fdefecate pp. (xv)- L. defreciitus, -tire, f. 
de DE- 6-+f;eces, f;ex dregs; see -ATE3 • So 
defecA·TioN. XVII. -late L. 

defect dife·kt, di'fekt shortcoming, defi
ciency. xv. - L. defectus, f. defect-, pp. 
stem of di!ficere leave, desert, fail, f. de DE- 2 
+facere (see FACT). So defe·cTION failing, 
falling away. xvr. - L. defe·cTIVE faulty, 
wanting. XV. - (O)F. or late L. 

defend dife·nd guard from attack; tward 
off, prevent, prohibit XIII; vindicate (a 
cause, person) xv. - (O)F. defendre = Pr. 
defendre, Sp. defender, It. difendere :- L. 
defendere ward off, protect, f. de DE- 2 + 
-fendere (only in comps., cf. offend), prob. :
IE. *gwhendh- and rei. to OE. gii]J battle, 
Gr. ph6nos slaughter, Skr. hdnti strikes, kills. 
Aphetic FEND. defe·ndANT (leg.) person 
sued )(plaintiff XIV ; gen. senses are later and 
obs. - (O)F. defendant, sb. use of prp. of 
defendre. defe·nder one who wards off an 
attack XIII; (leg.) defendant xv. -AN. de
fendour; see -ER2

• defence, U.S. defense 
dife·ns. XIII. ME. defens and defense, -ence 
-OF. defens and (also mod.) defense- L. 
(Rom.) defensum, dejensa, sb. uses of n. 
and fern. pp. of defendere. defe·nsiBLE fde
fensive; defendable, justifiable. xv. late L. 
dejensibilis (Cassiodorus), f. dejens-, pp. 
stem of defendere; earlier fdefensable XIII 
(RGlouc.)- (O)F. defensable -late L. de
fensabilis (Ambrose). 

defenestration dHenistrei · f<Jn action of 
throwing out of a window. XVII. - modL. 
defenestriitio(n-), f. de DE- I +fenestra win
dow; see -ATION. 

DEFLATE 

Bible). ME. differre, deferre- (O)F. differer 
defer, differ- L. differre carry apart, delay, 
bear in different directions, differ. Often 
spelt with diff- until XVII, but finally dif
ferentiated from the ult. identical DIFFER, 
perh. partly by assoc. with delay. 

defer 2 dif~·J tsubmit oneself, submit or 
refer (a matter) xv; foffer, proffer XVI; sub
mit in opinion to XVII. - (O)F. deferer- L. 
deferre carry away, transport, grant, report, 
refer (a matter), f. de DE- z+ferre BEAR2• 

This word in its later sense is that prob. re
ferred to by Evelyn in I667 (see O.E.D. Bi
zarre). So deferENCE de·f;~r;~ns. XVII (Cla
rendon).- F. deference. Hence defere·ntiAL. 
XIX (Scott, Dickens); after prudence, pru
dential, etc. 

defiance difai·;~ns declaration of hostilities 
XIV ; challenge to combat xv ; setting at 
nought XVIII. - (O)F. defiance (now only 
'distrust'; cf. DIFFIDENCE), f. defier DEFY; 
see -ANCE. Hence defi·ANT. XIX. 

deficient difi•J<Jnt wanting in something. 
xvr. - L. deficient-, -ens, prp. of deficere 
undo, take oneself away, leave, fail, f. de 
DE- 2, 6+facere (see FACT). Hence fdefi·· 
CiENCE XV; defi·ciENCY XVII. 

deficit de·fisit, di·fisit amount by which 
a sum falls short of what is required. XVIII. 
- F. deficit - L. deficit there is wanting, 3rd 
pers. sg. pres. ind. of deficere (see DEFECT); 
formerly placed against an item in an 
account. 

defile1 difai·l make foul or unclean. XIV. 
Alteration of fdefoul, fdefoil, by assocn. 
with synon. fbefile, OE. befYlan (f. BE-+ 
fylan, f. fiil FOUL). The earlier defoul (XIII), 
of which there is an unexpl. var. dejoil (xrv), 
was- OF. defouler, dcfuler trample down, 
outrage, violate, deflower, f. de- DE- I+ 
fouler tread, trample ( = Pr. folar, Sp. hollar, 
It. follare) :-Rom. *fulliire stamp, f. L. 
fufl6 FULLER. Hence defi·leMENT. XVII 
(Milton). 

defile 2 di·fail, difai·l narrow pass between 
mountains. XVII. orig. defile, defilee - F. 
defile, sb. use of pp. of defiler march by files, 
f. de- DE- 2+file FILE 2

• For the loss of the 
final syll. cf. ASSIGN2

• 

define difai·n determine the limits of; state 
exactly what (a thing) is. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
definer = Pr. definar- Rom. *definiire, for 
L. dejfnire (whence OF., Pr. defenir, modF. 
definir, Sp. definir, It. definire), f. de DE- 3+ 
finire FINISH. Early forms in deft-, diff- are 
from corr. OF. forms based on L. diffinire 
(f. DIS-). So definite de·finit having fixed 
limits. xv (gram. XVIII, after F. defini). 
- L. definitus, pp. of definire. defini·TroN. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch., Trevisa; before xvr 
chiefly diff-). - (O)F.- L. definitive di
fi·nitiv.xiv(Ch.; rare before XVI). -(O)F.-L. 

defer1 dif:J•J put off, postpone. 

deflate diflei·t release the air from (an 
inflated object) XIX; reduce an inflated 
currency XX. f. DE- 6+-flate of INFLATE. XIV (Wycl. 
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DEFLECT 

deflect difle·kt turn to one side. XVII. - L. 
defiectere, f. de DE- z+flectere bend. So 
defle·xion, defle·CTION XVII; see FLEXION. 

deflower diflau;)".I deprive of virginity, 
violate. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Gower). - OF. 
defflourer, earlier desfio(u)rer (mod. defiorer), 
carr. to Pr. defiorar, etc. - Rom. *disfii5riire, 
for late L. defli5rtire, f. DE- 6 + fii5r- fli5s FLOWER. 

deform dif6·m1 mar the form or beauty of. 
xv. -OF. dif.former, de(s)former (mod. dif
fonner, deformer), carr. to Pr. defo~mar, Sp. 
desformar, It. deformare- medL. dif.formiire, 
Rom. *disformtire, L. dejormiire, f. DIS-, 
DE- 6+forma FOR:vi. So deformA"T!ON. XV. 
- (O)F., L. def- (medL. diff-). defo·rmiTY 
disfigurement, mis-shapenness. xv. -OF. 
deformite (deff-, desf-)- L. deformitiis, f. 
deformis mis-shapen. 

defraud difr5·d deprive by fraud. XIV 
(PP!.). -OF. defrauder or L. defraud<'ire, 
f. de DE- 3 + fraudiire cheat, f. fraud-, fraus 
FRAUD. 

defray difrei• tdisburse; discharge (ex
pense). xvr. - (O)F. defrayer (td4f-, 
tdesf-), f. de- DE- 6+tfrai, tfrait (usually 
pl. frais, tfres) expenses, cost:- medL. 
fredum, -us fine for breach of the peace 
- Frank. *frit!u, cf. OHG. fridu, OE. frip 
peace. 

deft deft tgentle, meek XIII ; skilful xv; 
neat, pretty (now dial.) XVI. ME. defte, var. 
of DAFT. The orig. sense of 'fitting, con
venient' has passed into that of 'skilful' by 
transition from an objective to a subjective 
application; cf. OE. (ge)hende near at hand, 
convenient, in l'v1E. courteous, gentle, nice. 

defunct difA"I)kt deceased, dead. XVI. - L. 
defzmctus discharged (from an office or 
obligation), deceased, pp. of defungi dis
charge, perform, finish (cf. vita defzmgi die), 
f. de DE- 3 +fungi perform (see FGXCTiox). 
Cf. (O)F. defunt. 

defy difai· trenounce allegiance to; (arch.) 
challenge to a contest; challenge the power 
of, set at nought. XIV. - (O)F. defier = Pr. 
desfiar, It. dijfidare :-Rom. *disfidtire, f. L. 
dis- (see DE- 6) + jidus trustful, rei. to fides 
FAITH. Cf. DEFIANCE. 

degage deiga·3ei unconstrained. XVII. F., 
pp. of degager set free, f. de- DE- 6, after 
engager ENGAGE. 

degenerate did3e·n;)r;)t that has declined 
in character or qualities. xv. - L. degenerti
tus, pp. of degenerare depart from its race or 
kind, f. degener debased, ignoble, f. de DE- 2 

-"r-gener-, genus KIND 1• :::io dege·nerate vb. 
-eit become degenerate. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
the L. vb.; see -ATE 2, -ATE3• degenerA·TioN. 
XVII. -F. 

deglutition dlghlti•J;m swallowing. xvn. 
-F. deglutition (xn, Pare) or modL. deglziti
tii5(n-), f. L. deglutire, f. de DE- I +gliitire 
(glutt'ire) swallow; see GLUTTON and -ITION. 

DEJECT 

degrade digrei·d reduce to a lower rank. 
xrv. - (O)F. degrader ~ Pr., Sp. degradar, 
It. degradare :- ceciL. degmddre, f. de DE
I ,gradus rank, DEGREE. So degradATION 
degr;:,dei·J;m. xvr. - (O)F. degradation or 
ecc!L. degradatio. (j[ The painting term 
(identical in form) XVIII, meaning 'the 
gradual lowering of colour or light', is- F. 
degradation (xvn) - It. d~gradazione, f. 
digradare come down by degrees. 

degree digri· step (now only her. in lit. 
sense) ; relative rank XIII; relative condition, 
relation; academic rank; unit of geometrical 
measurement XIV; musical interval XVII ; 
unit of temperature XVIII. ME. degre, 
- (O)F. degre = Pr. degra(t), Pg. degrau :
Rom. *degradu-s, f. L. de DE- I +gradus 
step, GRADE. 

dehiscent dihi·s;:mt gaping open (spec. 
bot.). XVII. - L. dehiscent-, -ens, pp. of 
dehiscere, f. de DE- z + hiscere, inceptive of 
hiiire gape; see HIATUS, -ENT. 

dehydrate dihai·dreit (chem.) deprive of 
water. XIX. f. DE- 7+ Gr. hudr-, hzidi5r 
WATER-7--ATE3 • 

deictic dai·ktik that proves directly. XVII. 
- Gr. deihtih6s showing directly, f. deiht6s, 
vbl. adj. of deilmzinai show, rei. to L. dicere 
say ( cf. DICTI0-"1). 

deify dhfai make a god of. XIV (R. Rolle). 
- (O)F. dhfier- ChrL. deificare, f. deus god; 
see DIVIXE, -FY. :::io de:ifiCA"T!ON. XIV 
(Gower), 

deign dein think fit, vouchsafe xm; con
descend to give xvr. - (O)F. degnier, later 
deigner (mod. da(r;ner) = Pr. denhar, It. 
degnare :- L. dignare, digniiri deem worthy, 
f. dignus worthy (see DIG:-IITY). 

deil Sc. form of DEVIL. 
deipnosophist daipn;J·s;:,fist master of_ the 

art of dining. XVII. - Gr. deipnosophistes, f. 
deipnon dinner+sophisds master of his 
craft (SOPHIST); pl. title of a work by 
Athemeus, c. 230 A.D., in which learned men 
arc represented as dining together and dis
cussing various subjects. 

deist _di"ist one who acknowledges the 
existence of God but rejects revealed re
ligion. XVII. -F. diiste (xvi), f. deus god 
(see DIV!NE)+-iste -!ST. (j[ Opposed orig. to 
atheist and synon. with theist till c. I7oo, 
but finally distinguished from the latter in 
emphasizing the negative aspect. So de·rsM. 
xnr; cf. F. deisme. 

deity di·iti godhood, the Godhead, divine 
being XIV (PPI., Ch., Tre,·isa); the Supreme 
Being xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. dtite, corr. to Pr. 
dcitat, Sp. deidad, It. deita- ChrL. deitas 
(Augustine), rendering Gr. the6tes (f. tluJos 
god), as in Col. ii 9 )( thei6tes divinity (f. 
tlzefos divine); see DIVINE, -ITY. 

deject did3e•kt tcast down xv; depress in 
spirits XVI. f. di'ject-, pp. stem of L. deicere, 
f. de DE- I + jacere throw (pt. jecl), rei. to 
Gr. hihni I send, throw (:- *jijemi). 
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DEJEUNER 

dejeuner dei·3;1nei, !Jde3i:ine luncheon. 
XVIII. F., sb. use of dejeuner break one's 
fast ; see DINE. 

del. abbrev. of L. delineavit 'drew', 3rd sg. 
pt. of delineiire DELINEATE. 

delaine dilei·n light textile fabric. XIX. 
Short for muslin delaine- F. mousseline de 
Iaine MUSLIN of wool. 

delate dilei-t inform against. XVI. f. deltit-, 
stem of functional pp. of L. deferre DEFER2

• 

So delA·TION. XVI. - L. IJl From the same 
stem are collate, dilate, oblate, prolate, relate, 
translate, with sbs. in -ation; ablative, illa
tive, relative. 

delay dilei· put off till later XIII; impede 
the progress of XIV. -OF. delayer, var. of 
deslaier, presumably f. des- ms-+laier leave 
(of unkn. origin). So delay· sb. XIII (La3., 
later text; RGlouc.). - (O)F. delai, f. the 
vb.; without delay, tr. OF. sans delai. 

del credere del krei·d;1ri said of the terms 
of an obligation undertaken by a broker, etc., 
in becoming responsible for the solvency of 
the person to whom he sells. xvm. It.; del 
of the, credere belief, trust ( :- L. credere; 
see CREED). 

dele di'li (typogr.) delete. XVIII. imper. of 
L. delere DELETE ; or perh. short for earlier 
delea-tur, 3rd pers. sg. pres. subj. pass. 'let 
it be deleted'. (The sign used is lJi .) 

delectable dile·kt;1bl delightful. XIV 
(Maund.). - (O)F. delectable- L. delectii
bilis, f. delectiireDELIGHT; see -ABLE. (Super
seded ME. delitable XIII- OF. delitable, f. 
delitier.) So delectA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. 
-L. 

delectus dile·kt;Js selection of literary pas
sages. XIX. - L. delectus choice, f. detect-, 
pp. stem of deligere choose out, f. de DE- 2+ 
legere choose (cf. LECTION). 

delegate de·lig;Jt person chosen to act for 
another. XIV. - L. delegatus, pp. of delegiire, 
f. de DE- 2 + legiire send on a commission 
(cf. LEGATE). So delegate de·ligeit entrust 
to another XVI ; commission XVII. f. pp. 
stem of the above vb.; see -ATE3

• delegA·
TION. XVII.- L. de·legACY delegation XV j 
body of delegates XVII. f. DELEGATE, after 
prelate, prelacy. 

delete dili·t tdestroy, abolish; obliterate. 
xvii. f. delet-, pp. stem of L. delere (cf. 
INDELIBLE). So dele•TION. XVI. - L. 

deleterious del-, diliti;J·ri;Js injurious. XVII. 
f. medL. deleterius- Gr. deledrios, f. deUter 
destroyer, f. de leis thai injure, destroy ; see 
-wus. Preceded by tdeletery XVI. 

delf(t) delf(t) orig. Delf(t) ware, kind of 
glazed earthenware made at De/f, now 
Delft, in Holland (so called from the delf, 
i.e. ditch, the name of its chief canal, rei. to 
DELVE). XVIII. 

deliberate dili·b;Jr;Jt well-considered, un
hurried. xv. - L. delfberiitus, pp. of de
libertire, f. de DE- 3 + librtire weigh, f. libra 

DELL 

scales (cf. LIBRATION). So deli·berate -eit 
vb. tthink over; think carefully. XVI. See 
-ATE2, -ATE3• deliberA·TION. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F.- L. deli·berATIVE. xv. - F. or L. 

delicate de·lik;Jt tdelightful, elegant, 
dainty; tindolent, tfastidious XIV (Ch. 
Wycl. Bible); fine, not coarse, rough, o; 
robust XVI ; finely sensitive or skilful XVI. 
- (O)F. delicat (rare before XVI) or L. deli
ciitus (whence also Pr. delicat, Sp. -cado, It. 
-cato), of unkn. origin, but assoc. in sense
development with L. delicire (see next); see 
-ATE 2• Hence de·licACY. XIV (Ch., Gower); 
concr. xv. 

delicious dili-f;Js highly pleasing. xm. 
-OF. delicious (mod. delicieux), corr. to Pr. 
delicios, etc.- late L. deliciosus (Augustine), 
f. L. delicia, pl. -ire, f. delicere allure aside, f. 
de DE- 2+lic-, as in elicere ELICIT. 

delict dili·kt violation of law. XVI. - L. 
delictum, sb. use of n. of delictus, pp. of 
delinquere (see DELINQUENT). 

delight dilai·t gratification or source of 
this. XIII. ME. delit- OF. delit ( = Pr. 
deleit, Sp. deleite, It. diletto), f. stem of 
delitier, etc. :- L. delectiire allure, charm, 
frequent. of delicere (see DELICIOUS). The 
sp. with -gh- on the analogy of native words 
such as Hght dates from XVI. So deli·ght 
vb. xm. -OF. delitier; the sp. delite is 
retained in some passages of A.V. 

delineate dili·nieit trace the outline of. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. delineiire, f. de DE- 3 + 
linea LINE 2 j see -ATE3

• 

delinquent dili-I)kw;Jnt offender against 
the law. XVII (earlier delynquaunt, Caxton, 
from F.). - L. delinquent-, -ens, pp. of 
delinquere be at fault, offend, f. de DE- 3 + 
linquere leave (cf. LOAN); see -ENT, 

deliquesce delikwe·s melt by absorption of 
moisture. XVIII. - L. deliquescere, f. de 
DE- 3 + liquescere, f. liquere (see LIQUID). 

delirium dili·ri;Jm disorder of the mental 
faculties. XVI. - L. delirium, f. delirdre 
deviate from a straight line, be deranged, 
f. de DE- 2 +lira ridge between furrows, 
See also D.T. Hence deli·rious. XVIII. 

deliver dili·vdJ A. set free XIII (AncrR.); 
disburden XIV; B. give up, give over, sur
render xm (RGlouc.); C. give or send forth, 
utter XVI. - (O)F. delivrer = Pr. delivrar :
Gallo-Rom. *deliber<ire, f. de DE- 3 + liberiire 
LIBERATE. So deli•verANCE. XIII. - (O)F. 
delivrance. deli·very handing over, tde
liverance xv; being delivered of a child; 
utterance of words xvr. -AN. delivree, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of delivrer; see -Y 3• (jJ For 
derivs. of L. deliberiire see DELIBERATE. 

dell del deep hollow or valley. OE. dell 
(also in comp. dellwudu) = MLG., MDu. 
delle (Du. del), MHG. telle (G. dial. telle; 
delle from LG.) :-Germ. *dalj6 (cf. Goth. 
ibdalja slope of a mountain), f. •dal- (see 
DALE). 
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DELPHIC 

Delphic de-lfik pert. to Delphi on the slope 
of Mt. Parnassus in Greece and the oracle 
of Apollo there; obscure and ambiguous. 
XVI. See -Ic. 

Delphin de·lfin pert. to the edition of Latin 
classics prepared in usum Delphini for the 
use of the DAUPHIN, viz. the eldest son of 
Louis XIV of France. XVIII. 

delphinium delfi·ni;Jm genus of plants 
comprising larkspur. XVII. - modL. del
phinium- Gr delphtnion larkspur, f. delplzin-, 
delphin DOLPHIN; so called from the dolphin
like fonn of the nectary. 

delta de·lt;J triangular tract of alluvial land 
at the mouth of a river, orig. of the ~ile. 
xvr. N arne of the fourth letter of the Greek 
alphabet, Ll., derived from Phrenician daleth 
(A), applied by Herodotus to the mouth of 
the Nile, by Strabo to the Indus. So 
de·ltorn resembling the Gr. letter Ll.. XVIII. 
-F. delto!de or modL. deltoides (Linmeus) 
- Gr. deltoeidts. 

delude dilju·d cheat into a false opinion. 
xv. - L. deliidere play false, mock, f. de 
DE- 4 + liidere play, f. liidus play, game 
(cf. LL'DICROus). So delu·sroN. xv.- late L. 
delu·siVE. xvn. delu·soRY. xv. f. deliis-, 
pp. stem of the vb. 

deluge de·ljud3 great flood. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. deluge, remodelling, after popular 
formations in de- and -uge, of earlier learned 
diluvie = Pr. diluvi, Sp., It. diluvio- L. 
dfluvium, rei. to Iavere, lavdre wash ( cf. 
ALLUVIAL, ANTEDILUVIAN). Hence de·luge 
vb, XVII. 

delve delv dig, lit. and fig. (dial. and 
literary). OE. delfan, pt. dealf, dulfon, pp. 
dolfen = OFris. delva, OS. bi/deloan (Du. 
delven), OHG. bi/telban :- WGerm. *delo-, 
*dalo- *dulo-, which has cogns. in Slavonic. 
The weak form of the pt. appeared in XIV 
and of the pp. in XVI, the form dolven re
maining in full use till then. 

demagogue de·m;Jg<>g leader of the people 
or of a popular faction. XVII. - Gr. dema
gi5g6s (applied at Athens during the Pelopon
nesian war to the heads of the popular party, 
the attacks upon whom gave currency to the 
unfavourable sense of the word), f. demos 
people (cf. DEMOCRAT)+agog6s leader, f. 
dgein lead (see ACT). Cf. F. demagogue. So 
demago·gic -d3ik, -gik. XIX. de·magogy. 
XVII. -Gr. demagogid; see -Y 3• 

demand dima·nd authoritative or formal 
request or claim. XIII. - (O)F. demande, f. 
demander (whence dema·nd vb. ask for as 
with authority xv) = Pr., Sp. demandar, It. 
domandare ask, Rum. dimindare arrange :
L. demanddre hand over, entrust, f. de DE- 3 
+manddre (see MANDATE). 

demarcation dimaJkei·f;m marking a 
boundary, orig. applied in the phr. line of 
demarcation (Sp. linea de demarcacion, Pg. 
linha de demarcarlio) to the division of the 

DEMIJOHN 

New World in XV between the Spaniards 
and the Portuguese. XVIII. - Sp. demarca
ci6n (Pg. demarcarao), f. demarcar mark out 
the bounds of, f. de- DE- 3 +mar car MARK ; 
see -ATION. Hence by back-formation 
de·marcATE3 vb. XIX. 

demarche deima·.rf proceeding. xvn. F., 
f. dt.imarcher march, take steps, f. de DE- 3 + 
marcher MAHCH. 

deme dim township of ancient Attica; 
(bioi.) aggregate of cells. xrx. -Gr. demos 
territory of a community, people; see DEMOS. 

demean1 dimi·n tcarry on, manage XIII; 
conduct oneself XIV. - (O)F. demener lead, 
exercise, practise, (refl.) behave = Pr. de
menar, It. dimenare :-Rom. *demintire, f. 
L. de DE- 3 + L. mintire drive (animals), 
orig. urge on with threats (L. mintiri 
threaten; see MINATORY). Hence, pro b. by 
assoc. with thavour (see BEHAVIOUR), de
mea·nour conduct, behaviour. xv. 

demean2 dimi·n lower, humble. xvn. f. 
DE- f-1-:'.IEAN\ after debase. 

demented dime·ntid out of one's mind. 
xvr. f. dementdtus, pp. of late L. dementdre, 
f. dement-, -ens, f. de DE- 6 + ment-, mens 
1\HND; see -ED1• 

dementi deima·ti statement giving the lie. 
XVII. F., earlier tdementie, f. dbnentir, f. 
des- DE- 6 + mentir :- L. mentiri tell lies. 

Demerara dem<:lrE;J•r;J epithet of a kind of 
brown cane sugar. XIX. N arne of a part 
of British Guiana, S. America. 

demerit dime·rit tdesert, merit XIV; tsin, 
offence xv (Lydg.); ill-desert, want of merit 
xvr. -OF. de(s)merite or L. demeritum, f. 
pp. stem of demereri merit, deserve, f. de 
DE- 3 + mereri MERIT; in Rom. the prefix 
was taken in a pejorative or negative sense. 

demesne dimei·n, dimi·n possession of real 
estate as one's own; possession, estate. XIV. 
-A~ .• OF. demeine, later AN. demesne, sb. 
use of adj. belonging to a lord, seigneu
rial, that is private property, proper :
L. dominicu-s pert. to a lord or master (see 
DOMI:\'ICAL); cf. DOMAIN. For the insertion 
of unetymological s cf. MESNE. q In Germ. 
law, the primary idea in relation to property 
is possession, not ownership (Roman domi
nium); hence derivs. of L. dominium and 
proprietas PROPERTY became assoc. in med. 
law almost exclusively with possession. 

demi- de·mi -F. demi :- medL. dimediu-s, 
for L. dlmidius (cf. DEMY), used in comb. to 
denote things that are half the normal or 
full size, length, etc., as in her. (xv, Book of 
St. Albans); in costume, e.g. tdemigown 
(xv) ; in ordnance, e.g. demi-culverin (xvi); 
in music, e.g. demi-crotchet, -quaver (xvn), 
-semiquaver. 

demijohn de•mid3on large bulging bottle 
usu. in a wicker case. XVIII. prob. -F. 
dame-jeanne (xvn, tdame-jane), with early 
assim. to DEMI- and later to the proper name 



DEMI-MONDE 

John; prop. 'Lady Jane'. (jJ The F. word 
appears to be the source of Sp. damafuana, 
rnodPr. damafano, It. damigiana, Arab. 
dama-, diimafana (whence some have un
warrantably assumed an Arab.-Pers. origin). 

demi-monde demim5·nd class of women 
of doubtful reputation. XIX. F., 'half
world' (Alexandre Dumas fils, I855, who 
used the term for the kind of society mid
way between the conventional respectable 
life and the life of licence and vice). 

demi-rep demire·p woman of doubtful 
reputation. xvm (Fielding, Swift). f. DEMI
+rep, short for reputation (but the implica
tion is not clear); mentioned by Swift in 
'Polite Conversation', I73I-8, among 'some 
abbreviations exquisitely refined'. 

demise dimai·z transfer of an estate XVI; 
transfer of sovereignty xvn ; death (as occa
sioning this) XVIII. -AN. *demise, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of OF. de(s)mettre (mod. de
mettre) DISMISS, (refl.) resign, abdicate. 

demiurge de·mi;;Jd3 creator of the world 
(in Platonism). XIX (earlier in L. form). 
- ecclL. demiiirgus - Gr. demiourg6s handi
craftsman, artisan, etc., f. dhnios public (see 
DEMOS)+ *erg- WORK. 

demnition demni·Jan Chiefly U.S. euphem. 
for DAMNATION. XIX (Dickens, Poe), 

demobilize dimou·bilaiz disband (armed 
forces); also demo:bilizA·T!ON. XIX, -F. 
demobiliser, -isation (I87o); see DE- 7, 
MODILIZE. abbrev. demob vb. dimo·b. xx. 

democracy dimo·krasi government by the 
people. xv1. - (O)F. democratie - late L. 
democratia - Gr. demokratiii; see DEMOS, 
-CRACY. So demoCRAT de·mokrret orig. 
republican of the French Revolution of 
1790. - F. democrate, f. democratie, after 
aristocrate. democra·tic. xvn. - (O)F. 
-medL.- Gr. 

demolish dima·lif pull or throw down XVI; 
(joe.) eat up XVIII. - dbnoliss-, lengthened 
stem of (O)F. dbnolir- L. demoliri, f. de DE-I 
+moliri construct, f. moles mass; see MOLE3, 

-ISH 2
• So demol!'T!ON dem-, dimali·Jan. 

XVII. - (O)F. - L. 
demon di·man (often sp. da:mon) inferior 

divinity, genius, attendant spirit; evil spirit, 
devil. xv (normally as L. before this date). 
- medL. demon, L. dremon - Gr. daimon 
divinity, genius; cf. (O)F. demon. In both 
senses repr. L. dremonium, Gr. dim. daim6-
nion. So demoniAc dimou·nirek (one) 
possessed by an unclean spirit. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. demoniaque- ChrL. dmmoniacus, f. 
dremonium. demoniACAL dimanai·abl. 
xvn. demonic dimo·nik demoniacal XVII 
(Evelyn); pert. to supernatural power or 
genius (often sp. da:monic; cf. G. diimonisch). 
XVIII. -late L. da:monicus- Gr. daimonik6s. 

demonetize dimo·nitaiz deprive of standard 
monetary value. XIX. -F. demonetiser 
(1793), f. de- DE- 7 + L. moneta MONEY; 
see -IZE. 

DEN 

demonstrate de·manstreit tindicate, ex
hibit; make evident by proof. XVI. f. pp. 
stem of L. demonstriire, f. de DE- 3 + nwnstrare 
show; see MONSTER, -A:rE3• So demonstrA·
T!ON. XIV (Ch., Gower). - (O)F. or L. 
demo·nstratiVE serving as evidence or 
proof XIV (Ch.); indicating, as in gram. XV. 
Of manners, effusive XIX.- (O)F. - L. 

demoralize dima·ralaiz corrupt the morals 
of XVIII (N. \Vebster); lower the morale of 
XIX. - F. dernoraliser, a word of the French 
Revolution, condemned by La Harpe (Si 
Demoraliser pouvait etre frans:ais, il signi
fierait, cesser de parler de morale, 'Langue 
de la Revolution'); see DE- 7, MORAL, -IZE. 

demos di·m()s the people or populace. 
XIX. Gr. demos, corr. to Olr. ddm, Ir. ddmh 
tribe, family, Gael. diiimh relationship. 

demote dimou·t (U.S.) reduce in rank or 
grade, XIX. f. DE- 7+-mote, of PROMOTE. 

demotic dima·tik of the people; spec. of 
the popular form of ancient Egyptian cha
racter. XIX. -Gr. demotik6s popular, f. 
demotes one of the people, f. demos; see 
DEMOS and -IC. 

demulcent dimA·ls;}nt soothing. XVIII. 
- L. demulcent-, -ens, prp. of demulcere 
soothe caressingly, f. de DE- 3 + mulcere 
stroke, appease; see -ENT. 

demur dim;}'.I tlinger XIII; thesitate; put 
in a demurrer; make difficulties XVII. -OF. 
demourer, demeur- (mod. demeurer) :-Rom. 
*demoriire, for L. demorari, f. de DE- 3 + 
moriiri delay (see MORATORIUM). The 
present sp. begins in XVI, superseding the 
normal demo(u)re, and appears to be based 
on demurrer. So demurrAGE dimA·rid3 
tdelay ; detention of a vessel beyond the 
agreed time, payment for this xvn; charge 
of r !d. per oz. by the Bank of England in 
exchanging gold or notes for bullion XIX. 
demurrer dimA·raJ (leg.) pleading which 
stops an action. XVI. -AN. demurrer, sb. 
use of inf. ; see -ER5, 

demure dimju~·.I t(of the sea) calm XIV; 
sober, serious xv; taffectedly or unnaturally 
grave XVII. perh. (with muting of e as in 
ASSIGN 2

, etc.)- AN. demure, OF. demore, 
pp. of demorer (mod. demeurer) remain, stay 
(see prec.), but infl. by OF. mur, meur grave 
(mod. mur) :- L. miitiirus ripe, MATURE, 
For the development of meaning cf. staid. 

demy dimai· t(Sc.) half-mark; foundation 
scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford (L. 
semicommunarius one whose commons were 
orig. half that of a Fellow) xv; size of paper 
XVI. ellipt. uses of DEMI-, the sp. with -y, 
t-ye being appropriate for the final position 
when the prefix was written separately. 

den1 den lair of a wild beast OE.; cave XIII; 
(Sc.) dingle XVI. OE. denn, corr. to MLG., 
MDu. denne low ground (WFlem. den 
threshing-floor), OHG. tenni (G. tenne) 
floor, threshing-floor :- Germ. *danfam, 
"'danfo (cf. medL. danea, whence dial. F. 
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DENARIUS 

daigne threshing-floor); rei. to DEAN'. The 
basic meaning may be 'open or flat place'. 

denarius dinc;}'ri<~s ancient Roman coin. 
xvr. L. (ellipt. for denarius niimmuscoin con
taining ten asses), f. deni by tens, distributive 
of decem TEN. Cf. DENIER, DINAR. 

dena·tionalize deprive of nationality. XIX 
(early). -F. denationaliser, a word of the 
French Revolution; see DE- 7, NATIONAL, 
-rzE, and cf. demoralize. 

dendrite de·ndrait tree-like form in stone 
or mineral. xvm. - F. dendrite- Gr. den
drites pert. to a tree, f. dendron tree; see -ITE2• 

dene din, den2 den sandy tract by the sea. 
xm (fishermen to have Den &J Strond at 
Great Yarmouth). The meaning suggests 
affinity with LG. (whence G.) dune and 
Du. duin sand-hill on the coast (see DUNE). 

dene-hole di·nhoul, dane-hole dei·nhoul 
ancient excavation in SE. England and 
northern France traditionally attributed to 
the activities of the Danes. XVIII. perh. 
repr. OE. * Denahol, f. Dena, g. pl. of Dene 
Danes+ lzol HOLE; assoc. by later arch~o
logists with DENE and DEN. 

dengue de·l)gi fever epidemic in E. Africa, 
etc. XIX. (Earlier also dangue.)- Vv. Indian 
Sp. dengue - Swahili denga, dinga, the full 
name being ka ding a pepo lit. kind of cramp 
plague (evil spirit). The word was identified 
with Sp. dengue fastidiousness, prudery, 
with mocking reference to the stiffness of 
the neck and shoulders characteristic of the 
disease; cf. the synon. vV. Indian ::--iegro 
dandy (of the same origin) and giraffe. 

denier dini<~·.r twelfth of a sou. xv (denere); 
unit of fineness of silk yarn, etc. xrx. - A::"-J. 
dener, (O)F. denier =~ Pr. dener, Sp. dinero, 
It. denaro :- L. denariu-s DENARHJS. 

denigrate di·nigreit, de·n- blacken, lit. and 
fig. xvr. - pp. stem of L. denigrare, f. de 
DE- 3 +nig1·are, f. nigr-, niger black; see -ATE3• 

So denigrA·TION. xv. Cf. late L. denigratio 
dyeing black. 

denim de·nim (formerly) kind of serge, 
(now) coloured twilled cotton. XVII. orig. 
serge de Nim - F. serge de Nfmes 'serge of 
Nimes', a manufacturing town inS. France. 

denizen de·niz"n inhabitant XV; foreigner 
admitted to residence xvr. Late ME. 
deynseyn- A~. deinzein, f. OF. deinz with
in = Pr. dins, dens(:- late L. de intus (from 
within)+ -ein ( :- L. -aneu-s). The trisyllabic 
form (xv) was due to assim. to CITIZEN. 

denominate din;>·mineit give a name to. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. denominiire; see DE- 3, 
NOMINATE. So denominA'TION naming 
XIV; appellation, designation; (arith.) class 
of one kind of unit xv; class, sort, sect (of 
individuals) XVII. - (O)F. or L. deno·
minATIVE having the function of naming 
XVII; (gram.) formed from a noun (after 
Priscian's uses of denominativus, tr. Gr. 
1rapwvvJLos)xvm. -(O)F.-late L. deno·min
ATOR (spec. in math.). XVI. -F. denominateur 
(in math. sense xv) or medL. 

DEODAND 

denote dinou·t mark out, distinguish by a 
sign; be the mark of XVI (Sh.); indicate, 
signify XVII; )(connote (1843, J, S. :Will). 
- (O)F. denoter or L. denotiire; see DE- 3, 
NOTE. So (earlier) denotA·TION. XVI. -F. 
or L. 

denouement deinu·ma, iidenuma final un
ravelling of the complication of a plot. XVIII 
(Chesterfield). F., f. denouer (earlier des-), f. 
des- DIS- 2 + nouer :- L. nod are knot, f. nodus 
NODE. 

denounce dinau·ns declare to be so-and-so 
XIII (Cursor M.); give formal information 
of XIV ; declare to be evil xvn ; (after modF.) 
announce fonnally the tem1ination of XIX. 
- OF. denoncier (mod. denoncer) :- L. de
nuntiiire give official intimation, f. de DE- 3 + 
nuntiiire make known, report (see AN
NOli::-ICE). Cf. DENUNCIATE. 

dense dens thick, crowded. xv (orig. in 
techn. use, as in modF.); stupid XIX. - F. 
dense or L. densus, rei. to synon. Gr. ddsus, 
daulos (:- *dasulos) and Alb. difnt I make 
compact. So de·nsiTY. XVII. - F. or L. 

dent dent tstroke, blow XIII ; hollow made 
as if by a blow XVI. In the first sense, var. 
of DI:-:T, in the second f. dent vb. XIV, which 
is prob. aphetic of INDE:-:T. 

dental de·nt;Jl pert. to the teeth. XVI. -
medL. dentiilis, f. L. dent-, dens TOOTH; see 
-AL 1 and cf. F. dental. So de·ntifrice tooth
paste or -powder. XVI. - F. dentifrice- L. 
dentifricium (cf. Gr. oOoVTOTp<fLfLa), f. dent-, 
dens+friciire rub (see FRICTION). dentine 
de·ntin hard tissue of teeth. XIX (r84o, R. 
Owen); see -INE4 • de·ntiST dental surgeon. 
XVIII. - F. dentiste, f. dent tooth; whence 
de·ntistRY r838. denti·TION cutting of the 
teeth XVII ; arrangement of the teeth XIX. 
- L. dentitio(n- ), f. dentireteethe. So de·ntt.:RE 
set of (artificial) teeth. XIX. Cf. F. denture set 
of (natural) teeth, dentier set of (artificial) 
teeth. 

denude dinju·d make naked, lay bare. xv. 
- L. denildiire, f. de DE- 3 + niidiire bare, f. 
niidus NUDE. In Sc. earlier in pp. (xv, 
Henryson). So denudA·TION. xv. 

denunciate dinA·nJieit denounce. xvr. f. 
L. denuntiiit-, -are DENOliNCE; see -ATE3

• 

So denunciA·noN tproclamation xv; 
warning announcement; delation, public 
condemnation XVI. - (O)F. or L. 

deny din~i· say no to. XIII. ME. denie
tonic stem-form deni- of (O)F. denier, earlier 
deneier, denoier (whence ME. denay, denoy) 
= Pr., Sp. denegar, It. dinegare :- L. 
denegii·re (de·negat), f. de DE- 3 ·i-negiire (see 
NEGATION). Hence deni·al, XVI; see -AL 2• 

deodand di'i:id~nd chattel which has been 
the instrument of death forfeited to the 
Crown for pious uses. XVI. - law F. deo
dande- AL. deodanda, -um, i.e. Deo danda, 
-um that is to be given to God, d. of deus 
god (cf. DEITY), gerundive of dare give (cf. 
DATIVE). 
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DEODAR 

deodar di-c:Jdii.r subspecies of cedar. XIX. 
-Hindi de'odtir, dezvdtir :- Skr. devadtiru, 
f. devds DIVINE+dtiru wood, timber (see 
TREE). 

deontology di'<:>nt<:>·l;}d3i science of duty. 
XIX (Bentham). f. Gr. deont-, dean that 
which is binding, duty, n. prp. of det it is 
binding, it behoves (cf. DES:vro-)+-LoGY. 

depart dipii·Jt tdivide into parts, distri
bute; tsunder, separate XIII (RG!ouc.); go 
away XIII (AncrR.); leave, quit XIV; die XVI; 
- (O)F. departir, tdespartir, corr. to Pr. 
departir, Sp., Pg. de-, des parter, It. di-, dis
partire :- Rom. *de-, *dispartire, for L. dis
pertire divide; see DE- 2, DIS-\ and PART. 
(][ 'Till death us departe' (i.e. sunder) of the 
Book of Common l'rayer of 1549, was 
altered in r 662 to 'till death us do part'. So 
depa·rtMENT separately allotted province, 
division, or part. XVIII. -F. departement, 
f. departir. (In late ME. -OF. 'departure'). 
departuRE dipii'l"tj;)J tseparation; going 
away, setting out; deviation. xv. -OF. 
departez1re. 

depend dipe·nd be suspended, be in sus
pense, be resultant or contingent upon. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. dependre- Rom. *depen
dere, for L. dependere; see DE- r, PENDA:-;T. 
So depe·ndANT tdependency; dependent 
person. XVI. - F. dependant, sb. use of prp. 
of dependre. depe·ndENT pendent xv; con
tingent XVI; subordinate, subject XVII. orig. 
dependant- (O)F. dependant. Hence de
pe·ndENCE tdependency xv; dependent 
condition XVII. - (O)F. dependance. de
pe·ndENCY dependence XVI; dependent 
country or province XVII. 

dephlogisticated difl6d3i·stikeitid; see 
PHLOGISTON, 

depict dipi·kt represent in colours xvn; 
portray xvm. f. depict-, pp. stem of L. 
depingere; cf. pp. depictyd (xv, once), tdepict 
(XV-XVI) and see DE- 3, PAINT, PICTURE. 
Superseded tdepaint (XIV-XIX) and tde
picture (XVI-XIX). 

depilate de·pileit remove hair from. xvr. 
f. pp. stem of L. depiltire, f. DE- 3 +piltire 
deprive of hair, pilus hair. So depilA-TION. 
XV. depilatORY dipi·l- adj. and sb. XVII; 
cf. F. depilatoire (Pare). 

deplete dipli·t empty (orig. as by blood
letting). XIX. f. deplet-, pp. stem of L. 
deplere, f. de DE- 6+-Plere FILL. So deple·
TION. XVII. -late L. depletio(n-), rep!. late L. 
depletilra blood-letting. 

deplore diph1·J lament. XVI. - (O)F. 
deplorer or It. deplorare- L. deplortire, f. de 
DE- 3 + plih·iire wail, bewail. Hence de
plo-rABLE. XVII. -F. or late L. 

deploy diploi· spread out, trans. and intr. 
XVIII. -F. deployer :- L. displicare unfold, 
DISPLAY. 

deponent dipou·n;mt (gram. xv; see below); 
one who makes a deposition. XVI. - L. 

DEPRAVE 

deponent-, -ens, prp. of deponere lay aside, 
put down, deposit, (medL.) testify, f. de 
DE- I +potze1·e place, lay; see -ENT. (][ De
ponent verbs in Latin were orig. reflexive 
in fonn and meaning (e.g. fruor I enjoy, 
orig. I delight myself, proficiscor I set out, 
orig. I put myself forward) ; but, since in 
verbs generally the reflexive form had be
come a passive, these verbs were mistakenly 
regarded as having 'laid aside' a passive 
meaning, whereas they had in fact ceased 
to have a reflexive meaning. 

depopulate dip;)·pjuleit tlay waste; de
prive of population. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
depopultire, -tiri ravage, f. de DE- 3 + popultire, 
-tiri lay waste (f. populus PEOPLE), in medL. 
deprive of inhabitants, by assoc. with Rom. 
*dispopultire (OF. despeupler, mod. depeupler, 
whence dispeople xv). So depopulA·TION. 
XV. -L. 

deport dip5·Jt A. tbear with, forbear, re
frain xv (Caxton); ref!. comport oneself XVI; 
B. carry away or off XVII. In A- OF. 
deporter, f. de- DE- 3 +porter carry:- L. por
ttire, rel. to PORT1 and 2

; in B - F. de porter 
- L. deporttire (see DE- 2). So depo·rtMENT 
tconduct; personal carriage. XVII. - (O)F. 
deportement. 

depose dipou·z put down from office, 
dethrone XIII; lay aside, lay down, remove 
XIV; testify (to), attest xv. - (O)F. deposer, 
based on L. deponere lay aside or down, de
posit, entrust, f. de DE- 2 + p6nere place ; see 
POSE\ POSITION. So deposit dip;)·zit some
thing laid up or committed for safe keeping; 
state of beiog deposited XVII ; place of de
posit XVIII. - L. depositum, sb. use of n. of 
pp. of deponere. (][ Earlier syns. are tdepose 
(XIV, Gower), tdepost (xrv, Wycl. Bible), 
tdepositum (XVI, Rheims N.T.). depo·sit 
vb. place as a pledge or for safe keeping XVII ; 
lay or put down xvm. - F. tdepositer or 
medL. depositiire, f. L. depositum. depo·sit
ARY one with whom a thing is deposited xvu 
(Sh.); place of deposit, depository XVIII. 
- late L. depositiirius; cf. F. depositaire. 
depoSITION dipazi·J;}n degradation, de
thronement XIV ; giviog of testimony on oath 
xv ; taking down of Christ from the Cross 
XVI. - (O)F. deposition- L. depo·sitORY1 

keeper of a deposit, depositary XVII ; place 
of deposit xvm. - medL. depositorium. 
depot de·pou, (U.S. di·pou place for 
military stores or troops XVIII ; depository ; 
(U.S.) railway station XIX. -F. depot, OF. 
depost - L. depositum DEPOSIT. Spelt also 
depot, depot, U.S. depo, deepo, and formerly 
pronounced dipou·, U.S. di·p;)t. 

deprave diprei·v corrupt, pervert; tvilify. 
XIV (PPl., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. depraver 
or L. deprtivtire, f. de DE- 3 +prtivus crooked 
perverse, wrong, bad. So depraviTY di
pne·viti corruption, esp. (after Jonathan 
Edwards, 1757) that of human nature due 
to original sio. xvn. Alteration of PRAVITY 
after DEPRAVE; io theol. use superseding 
pravity and depravation (xvr). 
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DEPRECATE 

deprecate de·prikeit pray against; plead 
for the avoidance of. XVII, f. pp. stem of 
L. deprecari, f. de DE- z + preciiri PRAY ; see 
-ATE 3

• So deprecA·TION xv. - L. de·pre
catoRY XVI. - late L. 

depreciate dipri·Jieit lower in value or 
estimation xv (Hardyng) ; fall in value or 
estimation (orig. U.S.) XVIII. f. pp. stem of 
late L. depretiiire (medL. -prec-), f. de 
DE- I -j- pretium PRICE; see -ATE3 and cf. 
F. deprecier. 

depredation depridei·f;m making prey or 
plunder (of a thing). xv (Caxton).- F. depre
dation -late L. depra?dati6(n-), f. depr<ediiri, 
f. de DE- 3 -j-pr:rdiiri prey; see -ATION. 

depress dipre·s tsubjugate XIV; press 
down xv; bring down in vigour or spirits 
xv. -OF. depresser- late L. depressiire, fre
quent. f. depress-, pp. stem of deprimere 
press down, f. de DE- I + _premere PRESS. So 
depresSION dipre· f;m (astron.) angular dis
tance below the horizon, etc. XIV (Ch.); 
lowering of condition or powers xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

deprive diprai·v dispossess, divest, debar. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). - 0 F. depriver- ecclL. de
priviire, f. L. de DE- 3 + privtire deprive (see 
PRIVATION). So depriVATION deprivei·f;m. 
XV. - ecclL. 

de profundis di proufA ·ndis Psalm cxxix 
(cxx.x), beginning with these words in the 
L. version, 'Out of the depths' (have I 
called upon thee, 0 Lord), one of the seven 
penitential psalms used in the office for the 
dead xv; cry from the depths of misery XIII. 
L. de out of, and abl. pl. n. of profundus 
(used sb.) deep, PROFOUND. 

depth depp deepness, deep place, deep 
water. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch., Gower). 
prob. based on ME. di!pm•s deepness-j--TH1 

(cf. WIDTH); cf. MDu. diepde, (also mod.) 
-te, MLG. depede. fJI Superseded or supple
mented OE. diepe, -u, deopu and deopnes 
(see DEEP; OE. diepe corr. to OS. diupi, 
OHG. tiufi (G. tiefe), ON. dypi, Goth. 
diupei :- CGerm. *deupin-). 

depute dipjii-t appoint, assign. xv. Partly 
- (O)F. deputer- L. deputare destine, 
assign, f. de DE- z-J-puttire consider (see 
PUTATIVE); partly based on depute pp. (XIV), 
still surviving in Sc. legal use as sb. 'deputy' 
- (O)F. depute, the final syll. of which was 
dropped as in ASSIGN 2, etc. So deputA'TION 
dep- appointment, delegation XIV; body of 
deputed persons XVIII. - late L. deputy 
de·pji1ti person deputed to act for another. 
XVI. var. of depute sb. (see above) with final 
syll. of the F. retained; see -Y5• Hence 
de·putiZE. XVIII. 

deracinate dirre·sineit pluck up by the 
roots. XVI (Sh.). f. F. deraciner (OF. des-), 
f. de- DE- 6 + racine :-late L. radicina, f. L. 
radix root, RACE2

; see -ATE2
• 

derail direi·l run off or throw off the rails. 
XIX. - F. derai/ler, f. de- DE- 2 -j- rail RAIL 2 ; 

in gen. use first in U.S. 

DERRING-DO 

derange direi·nd3 disturb the order or 
functions of. xvnr. - F. deranger, OF. 
desrengier; see DE- 6, RANGE. 

Derby dii·Jbi, (dial., vulgar, and U.S.) d~·Jbi 
name of an English county, OE. Deor(a)bji, 
and title of an earldom named therefrom; 
hence, name of an annual horse-race founded 
in I78o by the twelfth earl of Derby; (U.S.) 
bowler hat. XIX. 

derelict de·rilikt forsaken, abandoned; also 
sb. XVII. - L. derelictus, pp. of derelinquere, 
f. de DE- 3 + relinquere leave (see RELICT). So 
dereli·cTION abandonment xvn; reprehen
sible neglect (of duty, etc.) XVIII. - L. 

deride dirai·d laugh to scorn. XVI. - L. 
deridere, f. de DE- 3 -J-ridere laugh, laugh at 
(see RISIBLE). So deriSION diri'3:lil. XV. 
- (O)F. -late L. 

derive dirai·v pass. and intr. emanate, take 
its origin XIV (Ch.); trans. conduct (water) 
from a source into a channel xv; tconvey, 
transmit, direct; obtain from a source XVI. 
- (O)F. deriver (corr. to Pr., Sp. deri'L•ar, It. 
derivare) or L. deriviire, f. di! DE- z + rivus 
brook, stream (cf. RIVAL). So derivATION 
derivei•f;)n origination, spec. of a word XV 
(Bokenham); deviation into a channel; 
(med.) withdrawal of morbid fluid xv. 
-F. or L. deriVATIVE deri·v-. xv (sb. 
Battlefield Gram., adj. and sb. gram., 
Palsgr.). - F. - L. (Priscian). 

dermat(o)- d~·Jm:lt(ou), d5Jm:lt(;:,·) comb. 
form, varying with the shortened form 
dermo-, of Gr. derma -mat- skin (cf. 
EPIDERMIS and TEAR 2), used in many techn. 
terms. 

dern d5m tconcealed, secret OE.; (arch.) 
dark, drear, dire xv. OE. deme, dieme = 
OFris. dern, OS. derni, OHG. tarni :
WGerm. *darnja, rei. to OE. darian lie hid. 

derogate de·rogeit tabrogate in part; tde
tract from, disparage xv; take away a part from 
xv; fall away from a standard XVII. f. pp. 
of L. derogare, f. de DE- 2 + rogtire ask, 
question, propose (a law). So derogA·TION. 
xv. - (O)F. or L. (only in sense 'partial 
abrogation of a law'). derogatORY 2 dir;:,·
gatari. XVI. -late L. Cf. ROGATION. 

derrick de·rik thangman; tgallows XVI; 
hoisting contrivance XVIII. f. surname of 
a noted hangman at Tyburn c. I6oo; Du. 
Dierryk, for Diederik = G. Dietrich, Goth. 
Piudareiks (Theodoric) lit. 'people-mighty'. 

derring-do deriiJdi1· (arch.) feats of 
daring. XVI (Spenser; the Glosse to The 
Shepheardes Calender, October, has 'In 
derring doe, In manhoode and cheualrie'). 
Taken up from sixteenth-century prints of 
Lydgate's 'Chronicle of Troy', where 
derrynge do is misprinted for original 
dorryng do, which echoes 'In do1·rynge don 
that longeth to a knyght' (in daring to do 
what appertains to a knight) of Chaucer's 
'Troylus & Criseyde' v 837. Lydgate also 



DERRINGER 

used the phr. as a fully developed sb. (e.g. 
'Chron. Troy' v I36) (1962 N. & Q. 369 f.). 
Its currency in mod. writers is due to Scott's 
use of deeds of such derring-do ('Ivanhoe' xxix). 

derringer de·rind3;~.r (U.S.) small pistol. 
XIX. f. surname of the inventor. 

derry de·ri meaningless word forming part 
of refrains, as hegh derie derie XVI, hey dery 
diddle, hey down derry down XVII, which have 
been echoed by poets of XIX. 

dervish d::l· .rviJ Mohammedan ascetic. XVI. 
- Turk. dervis - Pers. darvesh, darvish 
poor, religious 'mendicant; cf. F., It. dervis 
(the source of early forms in Eng.}, Sp. 
derviche, G. derwisch. 

des- see DIS·. 
descant de·skrent (mus.} accompaniment 
to a plainsong theme XIV (Wyclif); composi
tion in parts ; tvariation from the normal ; 
varied comment XVI. orig. deschaunt- OF. 
deschant (mod. declzant) = Pr. deschans, Sp. 
discante - medL. discantus part-song, re
frain, f. L. dis- asunder, apart+cantus song; 
see DIS-, CHANT. The present form is due to 
partial assim. to L.; the retention of the OF. 
form of the prefix is unusual. So descant 
diskre·nt make a descant; comment, dis
course. XVI. prob. f. the sb. 

descend dise·nd come or go down. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. descendre = Pr. deis
sendre, Sp. descender, It. descendere :- L. 
descendere, f. de DE- I +scandere climb (see 
SCANSION). So desce·ndANT issue, off
spring. XVI. - (O)F. descendant, prp. of 
descendre. desce·nt act or fact of descend
ing from an ancestor, transmission by in
heritance XIV; downward motion XIV (Ch.; 
rare before XVI). - (O)F. descente, f. des
cendre, after attente, vente from attendre, 
vendre. 

describe diskrai·b set down in words; 
delineate. xv. - L. describere write down, 
copy off, f. de DE- I + scribere write (see 
SCRIPTURE); superseded ME. descrive (-OF. 
descrivre, mod. decrire). t]J Formerly con
fused, through the notion of 'mark down', 
with DESCRY, as in Milton 'P.L.' IV 567. So 
descri·pnoN (Wyclif, Ch.}. - (O)F. - L. 

descry diskrai· A. tproclaim, declare, tdis
close; tcry down, decry XIV; B. catch sight 
of, discern xrv. -OF. descrier cry, publish, 
DECRY. Sense B appears to have arisen 
through identification with tdescrie (-OF. 
descrire), var. of tdescrive (see prec.), which 
combined the senses of 'write down, de
scribe' and 'mark down, discern'. 

desecrate de·sikreit destroy the sacred 
nature of. XVII. Formed with DE- 6 as the 
antithesis of CONSECRATE. So desecrA"TION. 
XVIII. t]J L. desecrare means 'consecrate, 
dedicate'. 

desert1 diz::l· .rt worthiness, meritoriousness 
XIII; action or quality deserving appropriate 
recompense XIV. -OF. desert, deserte, sb. 
derivs. of deservir DESERVE (obs. pp. desert, 
repr. Rom. "deservitu-s, for L. deservitu-s). 

DESIRE 

desert 2 de·z;~.rt waste tract of country. XIII 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. desert ( =Pr. desert, Sp. 
desierto, It. deserto, Rum. derert)- ceciL. 
(Vulgate) desertum, sb. use of n. of desertus 
abandoned, left waste, pp. of deserere sever 
connexion with, leave, forsake. The L. pp. 
is the source of (O)F. desert adj., whence 
de·sert adj. (xm, RG!ouc.), which is now 
apprehended as an attrib. use of the sb. 

desert3 diz::l·.rt forsake, abandon. xv (earli
est in Sc.). f. fdesert pp. or- F. deserter, in 
OF. make desert= Pr. desertar, Sp. de
sertar, It. disertare (cf. late L. deserttire), ult. 
f. L. desertus DESERT 2• So dese·rTION. XV 
(Lydg.). - (O)F.- late L. 

deserve diz::l· .rv tbecome entitled to earn 
or claim XIII; be worthy to have XIV. -OF. 
deservir (now desservir) :- L. deservire serve 
zealously or well, f. de PE- 3 +servire SERVE. 
So deservedly diz::l·.rvidli according to 
desert. XVI. f. pp. deserved+-Lv 2 ; render
ing L. merit6, It., Sp. meritamente. 

deshabille see DISHADILLE. 
desiccate de·sikeit, di-sikeit make quite 

dry. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. desicctire, f. de 
DE- 3 + siccdre make dry, f. siccus dry; see 
-ATE3• Stressed desi·ccate till XIX. So 
desiccA·TI0::-1. xv. - latf' L. 

desiderate dizi·dareit, dis- feel the want 
or loss of. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. deslderiire, 
f. de DE- I, 2 +base *sider-, as in consider lire 
CONSIDER; see -ATE3 and cf. DESIRE. So 
desideratum -ei-t;~m something wanting 
and desired. xvn. sb. use of n.sg. of the 
pp. of the vb. desi·derATIVE (gram.) ex
pressing desire. XVI. - late L. 

design1 dizai·n plan, scheme, purpose XVI 
(Sh.); plan for a work of art xvn. Earliest 
forms deseigne, disseigne: designe- F. fdes
seing, tdes(s)ing (mod. dessein purpose, plan, 
from which is now differentiated dessin 
drawing, draft), f. tdesseigner (see next). 

design• dizai·n A. point out, designate; 
B. plan, purpose, intend XVI ; C. delineate, 
draw XVII. In form- F. designer indicate, 
designate, and L. designiire mark out, point 
out, delineate, depict, contrive, DESIGNATE. 
All the meanings derive ult. from the L. 
word, but sense B has been affected by 
DESIGN1 and F. tdesseigner, sense C by F. 
dessiner, tdessigner (an alteration of desseigner 
- It. disignare). So designate de·zigneit 
tindicated xv (once), marked out or se
lected for office, appointed or nominated. 
XVII. - L. designiitus, pp. of designiire, f. de 
DE- 3 +signiire mark, SIGN; see-ATE 2 • de·sig
nate vb. appoint or nominate for office 
XVIII; point out, name XIX. f. pp. stem of 
designiire; see -ATE 3• designA·TION. XIV. 
-(O)F. or L. 

desire dizaia·.r wish for. xrrr. - (O)F. 
desirer = Pr. dezirar, It. tdisiderare :- L. 
desideriire (see DESIDERATE). So desi·re sb. 
XIV. - (O)F. desir, f. the vb. desi·rous. 
XIV. -AN. desirous, OF. -eus (mod. desireux) 
= Pr. deziros, It, desideroso. 
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desist dizi·st cease, leave off. xv. - (O)F. 
desister - L. desistere, f. de DE- 2 + sistere, re
d up!. formation on stare STAND. 

desk desk rest for a book, writing-paper, 
etc. XIV (Ch.). Late ME. deske- medL. 
desca, prob. based on Pr. desc, desca basket 
or It. desco table, butcher's block :- L. 
discus quoit, dish, disc (see mscus and cf. 
DAIS, DISH); occas. vars. are desse (XVI, 
Spenser) and dexe; dask, the common Sc. 
form XVI-XVIII, is unexplained. 

desmo- de·zmou, dezm;:,· comb. form of 
Gr. desmds bond, chain, ligature (rei. to 
dein bind; cf. DIADEM), used in scientific 
terms. XIX. 

desolate de·s;;Jl;;Jt left alone; deserted XIV 
(Ch.); destitute of life, joy, or comfort xv. 
- L. desoldtus, pp. of desolare abandon, f. de 
DE- 3+siilus alone, SOLE; see -ATE 2• So 
desolATION des~lei·J;m utter devastation; 
dreary sorrow. XIV (Wycl. Bible). -late L. 
or partly through (O)F. 

despair dispE;;J'J lose hope. XIV (R. Rolle), 
f. despeir-, tonic form of OF. desperer = Pr., 
OPg. desperar, It. disperare :- L. desperdre 
(see DESPERATE). So despai·r sb. XIV. 
-AN. "'despeir, for OF. desespeir (mod. 
desespoir). q Ch. and Gower have desespeir 
sb., Ch. and Lydgate desespeire vb. 

despatch see DISPATCH. 
desperado desparii·dou tone in despair; 

desperate adventurer. xvn. refash. of the 
somewhat earlier tdesperate, sb. use of next 
(XVI), after Sp. words in -ADO. 

desperate de·sparat tdespairing, hopeless; 
reckless from despair xv; to be despaired of, 
extremely dangerous or serious xv. - L. 
despertitus despaired of, pp. of despertire 
despair, f. de DE- 6+sperdre hope, f. OL. 
speres pl., spes hope; cf. the similar use of 
the earlier despaired (xrv), modelled on OF. 
despere (now desespere) = It. disperato, Sp., 
Pg. desperado; see -ATE 2• So desperA'TION. 
XIV (Ch.). -OF. - L. 

despise dispai·z look down upon in scorn. 
XIII. f. despis-, pres. stem of OF. despire :
L. despicere, f. de DE- I +spec ere look. (The 
early vars. in -ice show unvoiced s, after OF. 
despiss-, despise-.) 

despite dispai-t tscom; outrage, injury 
XIII; indignation, vexation, spite XIV. ME. 
despit- OF. de; pit (mod. depit) = Pr. des
piech, Sp. despecho, It. dispetto :- L. de
spectu-s looking down (upon), f. despect-, 
despicere (see prec.). Phr. in despite of- OF. 
en despit de. Aphetic SPITE. So tdespitEous; 
see DISPITEOUS. 

despoil dispoi·l strip or rob of possessions. 
XIII. - OF. despoill(i)er, despuillier (mod. 
depouiller) = Pr. despolhar, Sp. despojar, It. 
spogliare, Rum. despoia :- L. despolitire, f. 
de DE- 6+spolia (see SPOil.). 

despond dispo·nd lose heart or confidence. 
xvu. - L. despondere give up, resign, aban-

DESTROY 

don (in phr. animum despondere, later with 
obj. dropped, lose heart), f. de DE- 2+ 
spondere promise (cf. SPousE). Hence de
spo·ndENCE, -ENCY, -ENT. XVII. 

despot de·spat lord, prince, ruler XVI; abso
lute ruler, tyrant XVIII (Cowper, Southey, 
Burke ; the vogue of this sense was extended 
at the time of the French Revolution). - F. 
despote, earlier tdespot - medL. despota 
-Gr. despdtes master, lord, perh. f. *dems-, 
rei. to L. domus house (cf. DO:.\TE), and mean
ing 'master of the house'. So despotrc 
desp;J"tik. xvn. -F. despotique- Gr. des
potikds. despotiSM de·sp;)tizm. xvm. -F. 

desquamation diskw~mei·J;)n scaling, 
peeling of skin. XVIII. -F. desquamation 
or modL. desqudmtitio(n-), f. desqudmtire 
remove the scales from, f. de DE- 6+squdma 
scale; see -ATION. 

dessert diz5·.It course of fruit after dinner. 
xvn. -F. dessert m., desserte fern., pp. 
derivs. of dessen,ir remove what has been 
served at table, f. des- DIS- 2+servir SERVE. 
The pronunc. with z, for earlier s from F. 
-ss-, is due to the incidence of the stress on 
the following syll. 

destine de·stin appoint beforehand, as by 
a supernatural power XIV; set apart, allot 
XVI. - (O)F. destiner- L. destindre make 
fast or firm, establish ( cf. des tina support, 
obstintire set one's mind on (see OBSTINATE), 
prrestinare 'fix the price of beforehand', 
buy), f. de DE- 3 + *standre settle, fix, f. stare 
STAND; cf. Gr. histdnein, stam1ein place, Oir. 
conosnaim (:- *con-od-standio) cease, Skr. 
sthdnam place, OS!. stanu, Lith. stdnas 
place. Hence destinA·noN. xv. - (O)F. 
or L. The current concrete sense is short 
for 'place of destination' (xvm). destiny 
de·stini that which is destined, overruling 
necessity, fate. xrv. - (O)F. destinee = Pr. 
destinada, It. destinata, Rom. sb. use of fern. 
pp. of prec. L. vb. 

destitute de·stitjiit tabandoned, forsaken, 
forlorn xrv (Wycl. Bible); devoid of xv; 
bereft of resources XVIII (this sense prob. 
arises from a contextual interpretation of 
the poore destitute in Coverdale's tr. of 
Psalm cii 17, where the meaning is properly 
'forlorn'). - L. destitiitus forsaken, pp. of 
destituere, f. de DE- I, 2 -i- statuere set up, 
place (see STATUTE). 

destrier de·stri~.t (arch.) war-horse. XIII. 
:viE. destrer- A~. destrer, (O)F. destrier = 
Pr. destrier (whence It. tdestriere) :-Galla
Rom. *dextrtiriu-s (sc. equus horse), f. L. 
dext(e)ra (see DEXTER), the knight's charger 
being led by the squire with his right hand. 

destroy distroi· pull down, demolish, 
put out of existence, put an end to. XIII 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. destru(e), 
destrui(e), destrie, destroie- OF. destruire 
(mod. detruire) = Pr., Sp. destruir, It. 
struggere :- Rom. *destrilgere (formed after 
pt. destruxi, pp. destructus), for L. destruere, 
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f. de DE- 6+struere pile up (see STRUCTURE). 
Hence destroy·ER1• XIV (Wycl. Bible, Tre
visa) ; short for torpedo-boat destroyer I 894. 
So destruction distu.·kf;:,n act of destroy
ing. XIV (R. Rolle). - (O)F. destruction = 
Pr. destruccio, etc. - L. destructio(n-), f. 
destruct-, destruere; see above and -TION. 
destru·ctrVE. xv. - (O)F.- late L. 

desuetude disjii'itjiid, de·-, di·switjiid tdis
continuance, state of disuse. xv. -F. 
dt!swftude or its source L. desuetiido, f. 
desuet-, desuescere disuse, become unaccus
tomed, f. de DE- 6+suescere be wont, prob. 
f. *swe- 'self' (cf. SUICIDE), and so lit. 'make 
one's own'; see -TUDE. 

desultory de·s;,lt;,ri shifting from one place 
or thing to another XVI ; disconnected and 
irregular XVIII. - L. desultorius pert. to a 
vaulter, superficial, f. desultor, f. desult-, 
pp. stem of desilire leap down, f. de DE- 1 + 
salfre leap j see SALIENT, -ORY. 

detach dita:·tJ disconnect and separate. 
XVII (prob. first in mil. use). -F. detacher, 
earlier tdestacher (whence rare late ME. 
distache, Caxton), corr. to Pr., Sp .. destacar, 
It. distaccare; f. des-, dis- DIS- r +stem of 
attacher ATTACH. So deta·chMENT. XVII. -F. 

detail di·teil, ditei·l in detail item by item 
(after F. en detail, opposed to en gros in 
gross); minute account XVII; minute part; 
(mil.) distribution in detail of the daily 
orders to the officers concerned, body de
tached for special duty (after F. detail du 
service, distribuer l' ordre en detail) XVIII. 
- F. detail, f. detailler (f. de- DE- 3 + tailler 
cut up in pieces), whence de·tail vb. deal 
with in detail XVII j (mil.) XVIII, 

detain ditei ·n keep under restraint xv; 
keep waiting XVI. repr. tonic stem of 
(O)F. detenir (AN. detener), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
detener, It. ditenere :-Rom. *detenere, for 
L. detinere, f. de DE- 2 -+-tenere hold; cf. 
ABSTAIN. So detai·ner (leg.) detention. 
XVII. -AN. detener, inf. used sb.; see -ER4• 

detenTION dite•nf;:,n. xv. -F. detention 
or late L. detentio(n-), f. detent-, pp. stem of 
detinere. detenu dei·t;:,nii person detained 
in custody. XIX. F., pp. of detenir. 

detect dite·kt tuncover, expose xv; expose 
the secrecy of XVI. f. detect-, pp. stem of L. 
detegere, f. de DE- 6 + tegere cover (see 
THATCH); after tdetect pp. (xiv). So dete·c
TION. XV. -late L. dete·ctiVE. XIX j first 
in detective police(man); hence ellipt. as sb. 

detent dite·nt in clocks and watches, the 
catch which regulates the striking. XVII 
(also gen. stop or catch in a machine; in 
gunsmiths' use detant). -F. detente, earlier 
destente mechanism in a crossbow by which 
the string is released, (hence) analogous 
part in fire-arms, f. destendre slacken, f. des
DIS- (privative)+ tendre :- L. tendere stretch, 
TEND. Being assoc. formally with detent-, 
ppl. stem of detinere DETAIN, the word 
acquired a contradictory meaning (releasing 
mechanism being often a means of deten-

DETRACT 

tion). detente deita·t easing of strained 
relations. xx. F.; see above. 

deter dit;i·.:~ frighten away, discourage from. 
xvr. - L. deterrere, f. de DE- 2 + terrere 
frighten (see TERRIBLE). So deterrENT 
dite·r;:,nt. XIX. 

deterge dit;i•.1d3 wipe or clear away (esp. 
med.). xvu. -F. deterger (Pare!) or L. de
tergere, f. de DE- 2 + tergere wipe. So de
te·rgENT also sb. XVII, dete·rsrVE cleansing. 
XVI. - F. detersij, f. pp. stem deters- of L. 
detergere. 

deteriorate diti;:,·ri;:,reit make worse XVI; 
grow worse XVIII. f. pp. stem of late L. 
deteriordre, f. deterior worse, compar. of 
*deter-, f. de down (see Dil-)+compar. 
suffix; see -ATE 3• 

determine ditJ· .:~min bring to an end; 
come to an end, term, or decision XIV 
(Wyclif, Ch., Trev.); in former university 
practice, discuss and resolve a question (cf. 
below) XVI. - (O)F. determiner = Pr., Sp. 
determinar, etc. - L. determinare bound, 
limit, fix, f. de DE- 3 + termimire TERMINATE. 
So dete·rminANT. xvu; as sb. (math.) tr. 
modL. determinans (Gauss, 1802), whence F. 
determinant (Cauchy). determinA 'TION. XIV. 
(In former university practice, applied to 
disputations which followed admission to the 
degree of bachelor of arts and completed 
the taking of that degree.) - (O)F. - L. 

determinism ditJ·.:~minizm (philos.) doc
trine that human action is necessarily 
determined. XIX (Hamilton, 1846). -F. 
determinisme (1840) or its source G. deter
minismus (Kant, 1793), which may have been 
extracted from priideterminismus, if not 
directly f. determinieren - L. determinare 
(see prec.)+-ismus -ISM. 

detest dite·st texecrate; have abhorrence 
of. XVI. - L. detestari denounce, re
nounce, f. de DE- 4 + testtiri bear witness, 
call to witness, f. testis witness (see TESTIFY); 
perh. partly back-formation from detestA·
TION di- texecration xv; abhorrence xv. 
- (O)F.- L. 

detinue de·tinju (leg.) detention. xv. 
-OF. detenue, sb. use of fern. pp. of detenir 
DETAIN. Cf. avenue, issue, retinue. 

detonate di'toneit explode with sudden 
loud report; also trans. XVIII. f. pp. stem of 
L. detontire, f. DE- 3 + tondre THUNDER (see 
-ATE3); partly back-formation from detonA·
TION (xvn)- F. detonation, f. detoner- L. 
detondre. Hence de·tonATOR; XIX. 

detour, detour dei·tu;:,;~ ditua·.:~, round
about way. xvm. -F. detour change of 
direction, f. detourner (OF. destorner) turn 
away j see DE- 2, TOUR, TURN, 

detract ditra:·kt disparage xv; ttake away 
from XVI. f. detract-, pp. stem of L. detrahere 
draw off, take away, disparage, f. de DE- 2+ 
trahere draw. So detra·cTION disparage
ment XIV; ttaking away XVI. - (O)F. - L. 
See TRACT, TRACTION. 
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detrain ditrei·n unload from or get off a 
train. XIX. f. DE- 7-l-TRAXN sb. 

detriment de·trim;)nt loss, damage. xv. 
- (O)F. detriment or L. detrimentum, f. pt. 
stem detri- of deterere wear away, f. de DE- z 
+ terere rub; see TRITE, -MENT. Hence 
detrime·ntAL1. xvn. 

detritus ditrai·t;,s twearing away by rub
bing xvm; (after F. detritus, which super
seded the more correct detritum) matter 
produced by such action xrx. - L. detritus, 
f. detri- (see prec.). 

detur di-t;,.r annual prize at Harvard Uni
versity, U.S.A. XVIII. L. 'let there be 
given', 3rd sg. pres. ind. pass. of dare give 
(cf. DATIVE). 

deuce1 djustwoatdiceorcardsxv; (at tennis), 
the point at which each side has scored 40 
and the game is a deux (It. a due) 'at two', 
i.e. when two successive points must be 
gained to win the game or set. XVI. -OF. 
deus (mod. deux) :- L. duos ace. TWO. 

deuce• djus in imprecatory phr. ta deuce 
on, the (ta) deuce take, what the (ta) deuce, 
plague, mischief, (later) the Devil. XVII. 
- LG. duus (in de duus !, wat de duus .. !) ~ 
G. daus (in der daus !, was der daus .. !, prob. 
to be identified ult. with prec. as a dicer's 
exclamation on making the lowest throw, 
viz. a two. (j[There is no chronological con
tact with ME. deus!- OF. deus! God! 

deuterium djuti:rri;}m (chem.) an isotope 
of hydrogen, symbol D. 1934· modL., f. 
Gr. deuteros (cf. next)-j--mM. 

deutero- dju·t;}rou, djut::>r::>· before a vowel 
deu·ter- comb. form of Gr. deziteros second, 
also in the sense 'secondary', as in deu:tero
can-onical XVII (modL. deuterocanonicus), 
Deu:tero-Isai·ah later part of the book of 
Isaiah (ch. xl-lv), writer to whom this is 
ascribed (xrx). 

deuto- dju·tou, djut;:,· before a vowel 
deut-, shortened form of DEUTERO- used in 
chem. to denote the second in a series, as 
deuto·xmE (181o), and bioi. to denote the 
second or a secondary part, form, or the like. 

deutzia djii·tsi;) genus of saxifragaceous 
shrubs. XIX. modL., f. name of J. Deutz of 
Amsterdam ; see -IA '. 

Devanagari deiv;)na·gari Sanskrit alpha
bet. xvm (Dewnagur, Devya-nagre). Skr. 
(Hindi, Marathi) devanagari (Bengali deva
nagar), lit. 'divine town script', f. devds god 
(cf. DEITY, DIVlNE)-t-nagari (an earlier name 
of the alphabet), f. nagaran town; perh. so 
named from having originated in a certain 
town. 

devastate de·v;)steit lay waste. XVII (rare 
before XIX; superseded older tdevast XVI). 
f. pp. stem of L. devastare, f. DE- 3 +·vastare 
lay waste, f. vastus; see WASTE and -ATE3 • 

So devastA·TION. xv. 

DEVISE 

develop dive·lap unfold, lay open (more 
fully). XVII. First recorded in diets. in pp. 
developed; preceded by tdisvelop (xv1-xvm). 
-OF. desveloper (in pp. c. 1200), mod. 
developper = Pr. desvolopar, It. sviluppare :
Rom. vb. f. L. dis- DIS- 2-l- *volup-, *velup
(as in OF. voloper envelop, Pr. volopar, It. 
viluppo bundle, truss, viluppare wrap up), 
which has been referred ult. to medL. 
*jaluppa wisp of straw, chip, of unkn. origin ; 
cf. ENVELOP. So deve·lopMENT. XVIII (in 
Chesterfield in F. form developpement). 

deviate di·vieit tum aside. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of late L. deviare, f. de DE- 2-t-via 
way; see -ATE 3• So deviA·TION. xvu;- F. 
-medL. 

device divai ·s plan, planning; pleasure, 
fancy XIII ; topinion ; design, figure XIV ; 
contrivance XIV. ME. devis, later devise, 
from xv device; the present form is- OF. 
devis m.; devise is- OF. devise fern.; the 
two words, which had an almost identical 
range of meaning, corr. to Pr. devis, devisa, 
It. diviso, divisa- Rom. derivs. of L. divis-, 
pp. stem of dividere DIVIDE. Cf. DEVISE. 

devil de·vl the supreme spirit of evil; an 
evil spirit; malignant being, fiend in 
human form; printer's apprentice XVII; 
(highly seasoned) fried or broiled dish xvm. 
OE. deofol = OFris. diovel, OS. diubul, -al 
(Du. duivel), OHG. tiufal (G. teufel), 
ON. djQfull, Goth. diabaulus, -bulus. The 
Goth. forms were directly- Gr. didbolos 
(used in LXX to render Heb. satan SATAN), 
prop. accuser, slanderer, f. diabdllein slander, 
traduce, f. did across-t-bdllein throw, cast 
(cf. BALL1STA). The other Germ. forms 
were- ChrL. diabolus, whence also the 
Rom. forms, (O)F., Pr. diable, Sp. diablo, It. 
diavolo, and OS!. diyavoli< (Russ. d'avol). 
One of the earliest Christian adoptions in 
Germanic. Shortening of the OE. diph
thong eo (whence ME. e) in inflected forms, 
e.g. nom. pl. deoflas, produced the present 
standard form, but the long vowel is pre
served, with suppression of v, in ME. dele, 
later deale (as in Sh. 'Hamlet'), Sc. deil dil; 
vocalization of v gave ME. deul, mod. dial. 
dule. Hence devil vb. tplay the devil xvr; 
grill, broil (with hot condiments) xvm; act 
as devil to a lawyer or writer xrx. de·vilish. 
xv (Lydg.); see -ISH1 ; cf. MLG., MDu. 
duvelsch, MHG. tiuvelisch (G. teufiisch). 
de·vilRY. XIV (Barbour); after (O)F. dia
blerie; cf. MDu. duivel(e)rie; altered (orig. 
U.S.) to de·viltry XVIII, on the false analogy 
of harlotry or the like. Devil-may-care orig. 
Sc. deil-ma-care XVIII, phr. used attrib. in 
the sense 'wildly reckless', from ellipt. phr. 
such as 'The devil may care (but I don't, 
he doesn't, etc.)'. 

devious di·vi;ls lying out of the way XVI; 
deviating from the direct way XVII, f. L. 
devius, f. de DE- 2-t-via way; see -ous. 

devise1 divai·z order, appoint XIII; assign 
by will; plan, plot, contrive XIV. - (O)F. 
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deviser divide, dispose, dispose of, design, 
contrive, discourse = Pr., OSp. devisar, 
It. divisare, Rom. *divisare, f. divis-, pp. 
stem of dividere DIVIDE. 

devise2 divai·z testamentary disposition. 
XVI. -OF. devise (see DEVICE)- medL. 
divisa, used for divisio DIVISION. 

devocalize divou·kalaiz make (a sound) 
voiceless or non-sonant. XIX (Sweet). f. 
DE- 7+L. v6cafis VOWEL+·IZE. 

devoid divoi·d destitute of. xv. orig. pp. 
(contr.) of tdevoid make void or empty 
(XIV)- OF. devoidier, -vuidier (mod. devider), 
f. de- DE- 3+voider, vuider VOID. 

devoir davwa:J: duty, task XIII; tendeavour 
XIV; dutiful act of respect XVI. ME. dever 
-AN. dever, OF. deveir (mod. devoir) = Pr. 
dever, Sp. deber, It. devere, dovere :- L. 
debere owe (see DEBIT) used as sb. The ME. 
pronunc. was dave·r, later de·var, continued 
in early modEng. deavour (cf. ENDEAVOUR); 
forms of the Parisian F. type (devoir) appear 
in XV and were established later, with 
approximation to the F. pronunc. 

devolve divo:>· h· troll down xv; pass or 
cause to pass to or fall upon another XVI. 
- L. de·volvere, f. de DE. I + volvere roll (see 
VOLUME). So devolUTION divo:>Jlii•f:m. XVI. 
-late L. 

Devonian divou·nian pert. to Devon. 
XVII. f. medL. Devonia, f. Devon (OE. 
Defnalscfr; Defnas repr. British Dumnonii 
name of the Celtic inhabitants, which was 
transf. to the Saxon conquerors; cf. W. 
Dyfnaint Devon:- British Dumnonia); see 
-IAN. 

devote divou·t appropriate or dedicate as 
by a vow. XVI. f. devot-, pp. stem of L. 
devovere, f. de DE- 3 + vovere vow. So 
devo·noN. XIII. - (O)F.- L. 

devotee devoti· person devoted to a cause, 
esp. religion. XVII (Evelyn). f. prec.+-EE, 
after debauchee, or the like; superseding tde
vote, sb. use of the adj. -F. devot or L. 
devotus, pp. of devovere. 

devour divaua·J: swallow up, consume. 
XIV. devour-, tonic stem of (O)F. devorer 
(corr. to Pr., Sp. devorar, It. devorare) - L. 
devoriire, f. de DE- 3 + voriire swallow (see 
VORACIOUS). 

devout divau·t devoted to divine worship 
or service. XIII (devot, devout). - (O)F. 
devot = Pr. devot, Sp. devoto, It. divoto- L. 
devotus, pp. of devovere DEVOTE. The 
passage of 6 to ii (whence present au) in the 
second syll. had begun befor" I300. 

dew dju moisture deposited in drops from 
the atmosphere. OE. deaw = OFris. daw, 
OS. dau (Du. dauw), OHG. tou (G. tau), 
ON. dQgg (gen. dQggvar) :- CGerm. (not in 
Goth.) *dmvu·az, -am :- IE. *dhawos, -om, 
the base of which is repr. by Skr. dhav flow, 
dhautis spring, brook, Gr. the£n run, tho6s 
swift. 

Dl-

dewan diwa·n (in India) chief minister or 
officer. XVII. -Hind.- Arab., Pers. dfwan, 
an early sense of which was 'register of 
accounts', from which it was trans f. in India 
to the officer having charge of the financial 
department of a state. Cf. DIVA:<r, DOUA:<rE. 

dew-claw dju·kl5 rudimentary inner toe 
in dogs. XVI. prob. f. DEW+CLAW, being 
so called because it touches only the dewy 
surface of the ground; cf. 'deaw-claw, or 
water-claw of dogs' (Cotgr.) and next. 

dew-lap dju·hep fold of loose skin hanging 
from the throat. XIV (Trevisa). f. DEW+ 
LAP\ perh. after ON. *drggleppr (ODa. 
dogl<ep). 

dexter de·kstaJ: (her.) right-hand. xvr. - L. 
dexter, compar. formation expressing the 
contrast of two sides, f. CIE. base *dex-, 
whence Gr. dexi6s on the right hand (cf. 
dexiter6s), together with Indo-Iranian, 
Balta-Slav., Germ., Celtic, and Albanian 
cogns. ; the primary meaning passes some
times into 'south', sometimes into 'adroit' 
and 'valiant'. So dexteriTY -e·riti mani
pulative skill, mental adroitness. XVI. - F. 
- L. de·xterous, de·xtrous. f. L. dexter. 

dextrin de·kstrin (chem.) gummy sub
stance into which starch is converted at high 
temperatures, having the property of turn
ing the plane of polarization I 38·68° to the 
right, whence its name. -F. dextrine (Biot 
and Persoz, I833), f. L. dextra on the right 
hand, abl. fern. of dexter; see prec. and -IN. 

dextro- de·kstrou used as comb. form of 
L. dexter, dextr- right-handed (see DEXTER) 
or dextrii on the right hand, in physical and 
chemical terms to denote 'turned or turning 
to the right' with ref. to the property of 
causing a ray of polarized light to turn to 
the right; first used by Pasteur. 

dey dei commanding officer of the janis
saries of Algiers. XVII. - F. dey- Turk. 
dai maternal uncle, friendly title given 
formerly to older people, esp. among the 
janissaries. 

dhoby dou·bi native Indian washerman. 
XIX. -Hindi dhabi, f. dhob washing :- Skr. 
dhav wash (sec DEW). 

dhooly erron. var. of DOOLIE. 

dhoti, dhootie d(h)ou·ti, d(h)u·ti 
cloth worn by Hindus. XVII (duttee). 
dh6tf. 

loin
Hindi 

dhow, dow dau native vessel used on the 
Arabian Sea. XIX. ult. origin unlm. ; in 
Marathi as fjiiw, in Arabic as diiw. (jJ The 
sp. with dh appears to be an attempt to 
orientalize the look of the word. 

di-1 di, dai see DIS-. 
di-2 dai, di repr. Gr. di-, for dis TWICE (see 

TWO), as in digamos twice married, didrakmos 
worth two drachmas, diptukhos double
folded; see DICOTYLEDON, DIGAMMA, DI• 
GRAPH, DILEMMA, etc. As a living prefi:ll 
used in chem. in the sense of 'twice, double', 



DIA· 

with various spec. application, expression 
the presence of two atoms or molecules, 
equivalents, etc. 

dia- dai:~ before a vowel di- repr. Gr. dia-, 
di-, the prep. dia (app. alteration of IE. *dis 
in two, apart; cf. DIS-) in comps. with the 
senses 'through', 'thorough(ly)', 'apart', oc
curring in a few words going back (some
times through French and Latin) to Gr. 
originals, as DIALECT, DIATRIBE, and in many 
mod. scientific and technical formations. 
b. In Gr. medical terms did with a genitive 
pl. was used to denote the composition of 
medicaments, as dia t1·ion pepereon phdr
makon drug made of three peppers, dia 
tessdron, dia pente of four, five ingredients. 
Many of these were combined into single 
words by Latin physicians, whence DIA
PE:>;TE, DJATESSARON; the formation of some 
became obscured through apprehending 
Gr. -on (-wv) as -on (-ov), which was latinized 
as -um, as in DIACHYLUM. For the similar 
use in mus. terms see DIAPASON, DIAPENTE. 

diabetes dai;,bi·tiz disease marked by im
moderate discharge of urine containing 
glucose. XVI. - L. diabetes - Gr. diabtti!s, 
f. diabainein go through; see DIA- and C0:\1E. 

diablerie dia:· bl;,ri dealings with the devil, 
devilry XVIII (\Varburton); devil-lore XIX 
(Scott). - F., f. diab[e DEVIL; see -ERY. 

diabolic XIV, diabolical XVI dai;,ba·lik(::ll) 
pert. to the or a devil. -or f. (O)F. diaboli
que, ChrL. diabolicus, f. diabolus DEVIL; see 
-IC, -!CAL. 

diabolo dia·b<Jlou the game of devil-on
two-sticks, in which a double cone is made 
to spin in the air by means of a string 
attached to two sticks held one in each hand. 
XX (1907). It. (DEVIL). 

diachylon, -um daire·kilan, ;,m, diaculum 
daire·kjul;,m lead-plaster. XIV. -OF. dia
culon, diachilom - late L. diachylon, for L. 
diachylon, repr. Gr. dia khiilon composed 
of juices; see DIA- b, CHYLE. 

diaconal daire·k:mal pert. to a deacon. 
XVII. - Chr L. diticontilis, f. diticonus DEACON. 
So dia·conate. XVII. - ChrL. diiicontitus. 
Cf. F. diaconal, diaconat; see -ALl, -A TEl. 

diacritic daiakri·tik serving to distinguish 
XVII; sb. diacritic sign XIX. - Gr. diakritik6s, 
f. diakrinein distinguish; see DIA-, CRITIC. 

diadem dai·;,dem roval crown or fillet. 
- (O)F. diademe- L. d[adi!ma- Gr. diddi!ma 
regal fillet of the Persian kings, f. diadezn 
bind round, f. did DIA- +defn bind. 

direresis daii:rrlsis (sign "' marking) the 
separation of a vowel from its neighbour. 
XVII. -late L.- Gr. diairesis, f. diairetn di
vide, f. did DIA-+hairefn take (cf. HERETIC). 

diagnosis dai;,gnou·sis determination of 
the nature of a disease. xvn. -modL. - Gr. 
diagnosis, f. diagigntiskein distinguish, dis
cern, f. did DIA-+gign6skein perceive (see 
KNOW). 

DIAMOND 

diagonal daire·gan;,l extending from one 
angular point of a figure to an opposite one. 
XVI. dia·gonally adv. xv. - L. diagontilis, 
f. Gr. diag6nios, f. did across, DIA-+gonia 
angle (cf. KNEE); see -AL1• So (O)F. 

diagram dai·::Jgrrem illustrative figure. 
XVII. - L. dia.rtramma- Gr. didgramma 
(-at-), f. diagrdphein mark out by lines, f. 
did DIA-+grdphein write; see -GRAM. So 
di:agrammatiC -grama:·tik. XIX. 

dial dai·::Jl instrument to tell the time of 
day by the shadow cast by the sun. xv. 
Obscure deriv. of medL. ditilis, f. dies day; 
see -AL1 • «J1 Outside Eng. only in a single 
instance in Froissart's Chronicle where it 
means a daily wheel (roe jornal) in a clock. 

dialect dai ·:~lekt particular manner of 
speech; subordinate variety of a language. 
XVI. -F. dialecte or L. dialectus- Gr. did
lektos discourse, way of speaking, language 
of a district, f. dia!egesthai hold discourse, 
f. did DIA-..j__legein speak (cf. LOGOS). Hence 
diale·ctAL1 pert. to dialect(s). XIX; dia
lectical was earlier in this sense XVIII. So 
diale·Ct!C XVII, -!CAL XVI pert. to logical 
disputation. diale·ctic sb. investigation of 
truth by discussion XIV (Wycl. Bible); spec. 
in Kant, etc. XVIII. - (O)F. dialectique or L. 
dialectica- Gr. dialektikd sb. use (sc. tekhni! 
art) of fern. of dialektikos; cf. G. dialektik. 
The treatment of L. dialectica as n.pl. led to 
the use of diale·ctics. XVII (Milton). dia
lecti·CIAN. XVII. -F. dialecticien (Rabelais). 

dialogue dai·;}lag colloquy, esp. between 
two persons. XIII. - OF. dialoge (mod. 
dialogue)- L. dialogus- Gr. didlogos con
versation, discourse, f. dialegesthai converse 
(see DIALECT). Hence as tvb. express in 
dialogue; hold a dialogue. xvr (Sh.). 

dialysis dire· !isis tstatement of disjunctive 
propositions, asyndeton XVI; (chem.) Gra
ham's name for the separation of the soluble 
crystalloid substances in a mixture from the 
colloid XIX. - L.- Gr. didlusis, f. dialuein 
part asunder, f. did DIA- + luein set free, 
LOOSEN. 

diamante diama·tei material scintillating 
with powdered crystal, etc. XX. F., pp. 
formation on diamant DIAMOND. 

diameter daire·mit;}.l transverse line 
through the centre of a circle, etc., termi
nated at each end bv the circumference. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa). - (O)F. diametre- L. dia
metrus, -os- Gr. didmetros (sc. gramme line) 
diagonal of a parallelogram, diameter of a 
circle, f. did DIA-+metron measure (see 
METRIC). So dia·metrAL1• XVI. - (O)F. 
- late L. ; con temp. with diame·triCAL. XVI. 

diamond dai•;)m;}nd most brilliant and 
valuable of precious stones. XIII. ME. 
diama(u)nt- (O)F. diamant = Pr. tiiaman, 
Sp., It. diamante- medL. diamant-, diamas, 
alteration of L. adamas ADAMANT, prob. 
through a pop. form *adimas (whence OF. 
aimant, mod. aimant, Pr. aziman lodestone), 
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and by assocn. with words in DIA-, e.g. Gr. 
diaphanis DIAPHANOUS. The differentiation 
of form in medL. was pro b. due to the two
fold application of adamas to the diamond 
and the magnet. The disyllabic pronunc. 
dai ·m~nd is shown as early as XVII and is 
recognized by orthoepists of xvm. For 
fina I d from t cf. card, mound. 

diapason dai~pei·z~n (mus.) toctave XIV; 
harmonious or melodious succession of 
notes or parts ; foundation stop in an organ 
XVI; scale, range, pitch XVIII. - L. diapason
Gr. diapason, i.e. did pason (sc. khordon), 
more fully he did pason khordon sumphonia 
the concord through all the notes, i.e. of 
the scale; did through (cf. DIA- b) pason, 
g. pl. fern. of pas all, khordon, g. pl. of 
khordi CHORD. Cf. (O)F. diapason, whence 
the XVI-XVII stressing dia·pason (but Sh., 
Milton, and Dryden, e.g., have diapa-son). 
By Spenser and imitators anglicized as 
diapase. So diapente dai;)pe·nti (mus.) 
interval of a fifth (XIV), xv; tmedicine com
posed of five ingredients XVII. - OF. - late 
L. - Gr. did pente through five; see DIA- b. 

diaper dai·:~p:~r linen fabric with a small 
diamond pattern XIV; pattern of this kind 
XVII; small towel XVI. -OF. diapre, earlier 
diaspre = Pr. diasp(r)e- medL. diasprum
Byzantine Gr. dfaspros, f. did DIA-+dspros 
white; the orig. meaning of the Gr. word 
is uncertain. Hence di·aper vb., di·apered 
ppl. adj. XIV; cf. (O)F. diaprer, diaprrf. 

diaphanous daire·bn;)s perfectly trans
parent. XVII. f. medL. diaphanus (whence 
(O)F. diaphane, Sp., It. diafano, etc.), f. Gr. 
diaphanis, f. did DIA--1-phan-, phafnein show 
(cf. PHANTASY); see -ous. So diaphaneity 
-i-iti. XVII (Boyle). - medL. diaphaneitas, 
whence F. diaphaneite; earlier tdiapha-nity 
(xv)- F. tdiaphanite. 

diaphoretic dai::~fore·tik sudorific. xv. 
-late L. diaphoreticus- Gr. diaphoretik6s, 
f. diaphoresis perspiration, f. diaphorein 
throw off by perspiration, f. did DIA-+ 
phorefn carry, rei. to pherein BEAR2 ; see -TIC. 

diaphragm dai·~frrem partition dividing 
the thorax from the abdomen. XVII (earlier 
in L. form). -late L. diaphragma- Gr. 
didphragma, f. did DIA-+ phrdgma fence, 
phrdssein (:- *phrakJ-) fence in, hedge round. 

diarchy see DYARCHY. 
diarrhrea dai;)ri:~• too frequent evacuation 
of too fluid freces. XVI (also diaria, diarie xv). 
- late L. diarrhrea (Crelius Aurelianus, 
Isidore) - Gr. didrrhoia (Hippocrates), f. 
diarrheln flow through, f. did DIA--1-rhefn 
flow (see STREAM). 

diary dai·;)ri daily record; book to contain 
this. XVI. - L. diarium daily allowance, 
(later) journal, diary, in form sb. use of n. 
of diarius daily (which, however, is not pre
medireval), f. dies day (f. a base repr. also by 
L. deus god, Gr. Zeus, L.Jovis, g. ofJuppiter, 
Ir. dia, W. dyw day); see -ARY. Hence 
di·ariST. XIX. 

DICK 

Diaspora daia:·sp;)r:l the Jews dispersed 
among the Gentiles. XIX. - Gr. diaspord, 
f. diaspeirein disperse, f. did DIA-+speirein 
sow, scatter (cf. SPERM); from Deut. xxviii 
25 (LXX) <an 8taatropd. ev traaa<s f1aat>.dats 
rfis yfis. 

diastole daire·st;)li (physiol.) dilatation. 
XVI. - late L. - Gr. diastoli separation, 
expansion, dilatation, f. diastel/ein, f. did 
DIA-+stellein place (cf. STOLE1). 

diatessaron dai;)te·s~ron t(mus.) interval 
of a fourth XIV; medicine of four ingredients 
xv ; harmony of the four Gospels XIX. 
- late L. diatessaron, f. Gr. did tessdron 
through, i.e. composed of, four (did DIA-, 
tessdron, g. of tessares FOUR). The last mean
ing is derived from the title of the earliest 
work of the kind, Tatian's Euaggelion dia 
tessar6n 'gospel made up of four' (n). 

diatonic dai;Jto·nik (mus.). - (O)F. dia
tonique or its source, late L. diatonicus- Gr. 
diatonik6s proceeding through, i.e. at the 
interval of, a tone, f. did DIA- + t6nos TONE; 
see -Ic. 

diatribe dai·;)traib disquisition XVI; severe
ly critical discourse XIX. -F. diatribe- L. 
diatriba - Gr. diatribi employment (of time), 
study, discourse, f. diatribein consume, waste, 
while away, f. did DIA-+tribein rub (prob. 
rei. to L. terere rub; cf. TRITE). 

dibble di·bl instrument for making holes in 
the ground. xv (debylle). In form a deriv. 
with -LE of tdib vb. (xiv), a syn., and prob. 
a modified form, of DIP; but the senses of 
this vb. that are more directly connected 
with dibble are of much later emergence. 

dibs dibz pl. children's game played with 
pebbles or knuckle-bones XVIII (earlier dib
stones, Locke); money XIX. perh. f. dib vb. 
(see prec.) tap, dip, bob, apprehended as 
a var. of DAB. 

dicast di·krest member of an ancient 
Athenian jury. XIX. - Gr. dikasds, agent
noun f. dikdzein judge, f. dike judgement 
(cf. DEICTIC). 

dice dais. XIV, earlier dise, dyse, dees, des, 
pl. of DIE 2, with the orig. pronunc. of the 
pl. inflexion as [s] preserved in the spec. 
coli. use, as in pence. 

dichotomy daib·t;)mi division into two 
parts. XVII. -Gr. dikhotomia, f. dikh6tomos 
cut in two, equally divided, f. dikho-, comb. 
form of dikha in two, rei. to dis (see TWICE)+ 
*tom-ftemnein cut; see -TOMY. So dicho·to
miZE. XVII. dicho·tomiST. XVI (Marlowe). 

dick1 dik (sl.) short for DICTJONARY, (hence) 
fine language, long words. XIX. 

dick2 dik (sJ.) short for DEC!LARATION (e.g. 
take one's dick, i.e. one's oath); hence perh. 
sl. phr. up to Dick, up to the proper standard. 
XIX. 
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dickens di·kinz euph. substitute for devil. 
XVI (Sh.). prob. a fanciful use of the per
sonal name Dickens, f. Dicken, Dickon, dim. 
of Dick, alteration of Rick, pet-form of 
Rickard, Richard; cf. the use of Old Harry 
and the Lord Harry, Old Nick, for the Devil. 

dicker di·bJ ten, esp. of hides. ME. dyker 
(xn), in latinized forms dicra (Domesday 
Book), dikra, dicora, points to an OE. 
*dicor, corr. to 1\IILG. deker, :VIHG. techer, 
(also mod.) decher :- \VGerm. *decura- L. 
decuria set of ten (cf. DECURION), which is 
found as early as III as a measure of hides ; 
the adoption of the term by the Germans is 
accounted for by the exaction of tributes of 
skins by the Romans (cf. Tacitus 'Annals' 
IV 72) and by the frontier trade in skins 
between the Romans and the northern 
nations. Hence (perh.) di·cker vb. (U.S.) 
trade by barter, haggle. XIX; a use supposed 
to be due to the bartering of skins on the 
N. American frontier. 

dicky1 di·ki he-ass, donkey; tunder-petti
coat XVIII ; driver's or rear seat in a carriage; 
detached shirt-front; small bird :also dicky
bird) XIX. dim. of the proper name Dick 
(cf. DICKENS); see -Y6 • 

dicky 2 di·ki (colloq.) shaky, insecure, 
'queer'; feeling ill XVIII (Grose, 'It's all 
Dickey with him'). perh. orig. f. Dick in 
phr. 'I am as queer as Dick'.> hatband' 
(Grose); see -Y1• 

dicotyledon dai:btili·d;Jn (bot.) flowering 
plant having two seed-lobes. XVIII. - modL. 
pl. dicotyledones (Ray); see DI-, COTYLEDON. 

dictaphone di·kt;>foun mach::ne which 
records and reproduces words received by 
it. XX (1907). irreg. f. DICTATE+-phone of 
GRAMOPHONE. 

dictate diktei·t utter aloud (something to 
be written down); lay down authoritatively. 
XVII. f. dictat-, pa. ppl. stem of L. dictare 
pronounce, prescribe, frequent. f. dicere say 
(see DICTION). The earlier stressing was 
di•ctate. So di·ctate sb. XVI (Hooker). - L. 
dictatum, sb. use of n. pp. of dictiire, usu. in 
pl. dictata rules, precepts. cilicta·TION. 
xvn. - late L. dictA·TOR ruler with abso
lute authority. XIV (Trevisa). - L. dictator. 

diction di·kJ;m tword, phrase xv; choice 
of phraseology, wording XVII (Dryden). 
- (O)F. diction or L. dictio(n-) saying, mode 
of expression, (later) word, f. diet-, pp. stem 
of dicere say, rei. to Gr. deiknunai show (cf. 
DEICTic), dike justice, Goth. gateihan an
nounce, OHG. zihan (G. zeihen), OE. teon 
(:- *teohan) accuse, ON. tjd show, tell; see 
-TION. CJ1 Other derivs. of L. die- are abdi
cate, dedicate, indicate, predicate, ·vindicate, 
with corr. sbs. in -ation; juridical; addict, 
interdict, predict; benediction, indiction, juris
diction, malediction, prediction ; dictionary ; 
dictate, dictum; condition; index; judge. 

dictionary di·kJ;m;Jri book tn:ating the 
words of a language or an au::hor, their 

DIE SIS 

forms and uses. xvr. - medL. dictionarium 
(sc. manuale MANUAL) and dictionarius (sc. 
tiber book), f. L. dictio phrase, word; see 
DICTION, -ARY. (jf Dictionarius was used 
c. 1225 by the Englishman Joannes de Gar
landia for a collection of L. words arranged 
according to subject, and in XIV the French
man Peter Berchorius (Pierre Bersuire) 
wrote a 'Dictionarium morale utriusque 
testamenti', containing 3,514 words used in 
the Vulgate, with moral expositions. 

dictum di·kt;)m saying, utterance. XVI (rare 
in gen. sense before xvm). L. 'thing said', 
sb. use of pp. n. of dicere (see DICTION); 
repr. earlier (XVI) by tditon- F. dicton. 

didactic dida:·ktik, dai- pert. to a teacher 
or teaching. XVII. -Gr. didaktikos, f. stem 
didak- of diddskein teach ( cf. DISCIPLE), per h. 
after F. didactique; see -IC. 

didapper dai·da:pa.1 dabchick. xv. Re
duced form of dive-dapper (not recorded so 
early), extension of di•ve-dap :- OE. *dS:fe
doppa, parallel to diifedoppa. 

diddle di·dl (colloq.) cheat, swindle. XIX. 
prob. back-formation from diddler swindler. 

didymium didi·mi;)m (chem.) metallic 
element. XIX. modL., f. Gr. didumos twin+ 
-ICM; so called from its close association 
with Ianthanium. 

die1 dai cease to live. XII. ME. deJen (Orm 
deJenn), deiJen, deye, pt. de(i)3ede, deide, 
of disputed origin: two hypotheses are 
admissible: (i) that the ME. forms repr. 
unrecorded OE. *diegan, *degan = OS. 
doian, OHG. touwan (:VUIG. touwen), 
ON. deyja (in which the orig. strong 
conjugation is preserved, pt. do, pp. ddinn; 
in the other Iangs. the vb. is weak) 
:- Germ. *dawjan (pt. *dow, pp. *dawan-), f. 
*dmv-, repr. also in DEAD, DEATH, and Goth. 
ajjdauips vexed, rei. by gradation to diwans 
mortal, unjdiYvanei immortality; but it is 
more likely (ii) that the ME. forms were 
immed.- ON. de:yja (OSw. doia, ODa. doie; 
Sw. do, Da. doe). (jf The tendency of the 
uncompounded vb. to disappear is illus
trated in all the Germ. langs. but Norse; in 
OE. the words for 'die' were steorfan, 
sweltan, or u·esan dead, pt. wres dead ('be, 
was dead'). For the development of die 
from ME. de3e, cf. dye, eye, high, nigh, thigh, 
etc. 

die 2 dai pl. dice dais cube with sides 
marked I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, used in games of 
chance. xm. ME. de, dee, pl. des, dees 
- (O)F. de, pl. des = Pr. dat, Sp., It. dado 
:- L. (Rom.) datum, sb. use of n. pp. of dare 
give (cf. DATE1), spec. play, as in calculum 
dare play a 'man'. 

diesis dai-isis (mus.) applied to several 
intervals smaller than a tone XVI (Morley); 
(typogr.) double-dagger t, which was for
merly used to denote a diesis (cf. F. dii!se 
sign of a sharp #) XVIII. - L. diesis - Gr. 
diesis, f. diidnai send through, f. did DIA-+ 
hienai send. 
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DIES NON 

dies _non ~ai-iz nan day on which no legal 
busmess IS transacted or which is not 
reckoned in counting days for legal or other 
purposes. XIX. Short for legal L. dies non 
juridicus day not set apart for the admini
stration of justice (cf. JURIDICAL). 

diet1 dai·at food XIII; customary or pre
scribed course of food XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
diete = Pr., Sp., It. dieta- L. di<eta- Gr. 
diaita course of life. Hence di·et vb. XIV; 
after OF. dieter, medL. di<etare. di·etARY 
course of diet. xv. - medL. di<etiirium. 

diet 2 dai·at tday's journey; appointed day 
or time, meeting, session xv; metal scraped 
from gold and silver plate assayed day by 
?ay at the Mint XVII. - medL. dieta day's 
JOUrney, _allowance, work, wages; assoc. 
w1th L. dzes day, and consequently divorced 
from prec. 

di~- assim. form of DIS- before f, as in L. 
dif(erre. DIFFER. In Rom. it became def-, 
whtch m OF. was reduced to de- and this 
appears in DEFER, DEFY. ' 

differ di·fa.r have contrary qualities or 
tendencies XIV (Ch.); be at variance XVI. 
-_(O)F. dijferer. (i) put off, DEFER, (ii) be 
different- L. dijferre (i) bear apart, spread 
abroad, delay, (ii) tend apart, differ, f. dis
DIS- I +ferre carry, BEAR 2 • The final dif
ferentiation of differ from DEFER1 in meaning 
and pronunc. is due to assoc. with different. 
So di·fferENT. XIV. - (O)F. different- L. 
differens. di·fferENCE. XIV. - (O)F.- L. 
differe·ntiAL. XVII. differe·ntiATE3 

-A ·noN. XIX. - medL. dijferentiiire · cf: 
F. diffhencier, -entier. ' 

difficult di-fiblt not easy, hard XIV; hard 
to pl_eas~ XVI (from XIX largely replaced by 
F. diffiale). Back-formation from difficulty 
from which a form tdifficul (xv-xvn) wa~ 
also derived, and used beside tdifficil (- F. 
difficile, L. dfffit;ilis, f. dis- DIS- 2+ facilis easy, 
FACIL.E). dHficul_ty )( ease (Wycl. Bible, 
Trevtsa) ; somethmg hard to understand 
XIV ~Ch.); reluctance xv. - L. dif.ficultiis, 
f. dzs- DIF- + facu[tiis FACULTY; partly 
through (O)F. dif.ficulte. 

diffident di·fidant tdistrustful xv · want
i~g in self-co~fidence ~VIII. - L. diffident-, 
-ens, prp. of diffidere mistrust, f. dis- DIS- 2+ 
fidere trust, rei. to fides FAITH; see -ENT. So 
di·ffidENCE. xv. - F. or L. 

diffraction di~ne·kfan (optics) breaking up 
of a beam of hght. XVII. - F. diffraction or 
modL. diffractio (Grimaldi, r66s), f. dif
fract-, pp. stem of dijfringere break in pieces 
f. dis- DIF-+frangere (see FRACTION). ' 

diffuse difjil·s tconfused, indistinct xv; 
)( confined and condensed XVIII. - F. dijfus 
(fern. -use) or L. dijfiisus extensive ample 
prol!x, pp. of dijfundere pour out o; abroad: 
f. dzs- DIF- + fundere pour. So diffuse 
difjil·z pour or spread abroad. XVI. f. 
diffiis-, pp. stem of dijfundere. diffu·sJON 
toutpouring XIV; spreading abroad XVI · 
permeation of a fluid by another XVIII. - L: 

DIGNITY 

dig dig make holes in and turn up (the 
ground) XIII ('Orfeo'); make (a hole) as with 
a spade; excavate XIV. ME. digge, perh. :
OE. *dftigian, f. dft DITCH; superseded delve 
and grave (OE. grafan), orig. conjugated 
weak (digged), as always in Sh., A.V., and 
Milton ; the new dug appears XVI ( cf. stuck, 
pt. of stick). tJJ Chronology and meaning are 
against deriv. from F. diguer furnish with 
dikes (xv), also, spur (a horse), prod, stab. 

digamma daig.e·ma Gr. letter r, so called 
by grammarians of the first century A.D. 
from its shape, which suggests a combina
tion of two gammas (see DI-, GAMMA) set one 
above the other. XVII. - L.- Gr. dfgamma. 

digest dai·d3est methodical or systematic 
compendium. XIV (orig. of the Digest or 
Pandects of the Emperor Justinian; later 
gen.). - L. digesta 'matters methodically 
arranged', n. pl. of digestus, pp. of digerere 
divide, distribute, dissolve, digest, f. di
m-1+gerere carry (see GERUND). So digest 
di-, daid3e·st arrange methodically; assimi
late (food) in the body xv. f. digest-, pp. 
stem of digerere. dige·snoN. digesting of 
food XIV (Ch., Trevisa); etc. - (O)F. - L. 

t;ll In xvi-XVll disgest, disgestion were also 
current. 

dight dait tappoint, ordain; tcompose, 
make OE.; tdeal with; t put in order, 
equip; (arch. or dial.) dress, array, prepare, 
put to rights XIII. OE. dihtan direct, com
mand, appoint, arrange, compose, write, 
corr. to MLG., lVIDu. dichten compose, 
institute, contrive (Du. dichten invent, com
pose, versify), OHG. tichton (G. dichten) 
write, compose verses, 0~. dikta compose 
in Latin, invent, contrive - L. dictiire ap
point, prescribe, DICTATE, in medL. write, 
compose. t;ll The wide development of this 
vb. in ::\IE. is repr. in mod. dial. by such 
specialized applications as 'polish, burnish, 
smooth', 'winnow', 'wipe'. In the mod. 
literary lang. used mainly in the contracted 
pp. dight, which was revived by Scott, prob. 
from Spenser or Milton, after a century of 
desuetude. 

digit di·d3it any numeral below ro, any of 
the ten Arabic figures xv; / 2 of the diameter 
of sun or moon XVI; finger, toe; finger's 
breadth XVII. - L. digitus finger, toe, prob. 
for *dicitus 'the pointer' and rei. to TOE. 

digitalis did3itei·lis plant of the foxglove 
family XVII ; drug prepared from this xvm. 
- modL. (Fuchs, I542), sb. use (sc. herba 
plant) of L. digitalis pert. to the finger, 
after the G. name of the foxglove, fingerhut 
thimble, lit. 'finger-hat'. 

dignify di·gnifai give dignity to. xv. - F. 
dignifier- late L. dignificiire; see next and 
-FY. Frequent in pp. from XIX in sense 
'marked by dignity'. 

dignity di·gniti worth, nobility, honour
able estate or office XIII ; nobility or gravity 
of manner XVII (Milton). ME. dignete, 
- OF. dignete (mod. dignite, with latinized 
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DIGRAPH 

spelling)- L. dignitas, f. dignus worthy (:
"'decnos fitting, f. decet it is fitting or DECENT); 
see -ITY. Hence di·gnitARY. xvn; after pro
prietary. q From the same base are condign, 
dainty, deign, disdain, indignant. 

digraph dai · graf group of two letters repre
senting one sound. XVIII. f. Gr. di- twice, 
DI- 2+grapM writing (cf. -GRAPHY). 

digress daigre·s deviate from a course or 
from one's subject. XVI (Palsgr.). f. digress-, 
pp. stem of L. digredi, f. di- DI-1+gradistep, 
walk, f.gradus step (see GRADE). So digre·s
SION. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- L. 

dike, dyke daik A. (dial.) ditch xm; B. 
embankment xv. - 0~. dik, diki or MLG. 
dik dam, MDu. dijc ditch, pool, mound, 
dam (Du. dijk dam); see DITCH. In A first 
recorded from northern and eastern texts, 
in which it is pro b. of Norse 01:igin; in B 
prob. originating from the Low Countries 
in connexion with drainage work~;. So dike, 
dyke vb. XIV (R. Mannyng, PPI., Barbour, 
Ch.). 

dilapidate dihe·pideit bring (a building) to 
a state of decay; (arch.) squanc,er. xvr. f. 
pp. stem of L. dilapidare, f. di- m-1 +lapid-, 
lapis stone j see LAPIDARY, -ATE 3, So di
}apidA·TION allowing a building to fall into 
disrepair; (arch.) squandering. xv. -late L. 

C][ The application to the deter:ioration of 
ecclesiastical property, which is predomi
nant, depends on an etymological interpreta
tion not found in the orig. L. words, which 
denote wasteful expenditure, squandering, 
the sense retained in F. dilapider, -dation. 

dilate dailei·t A. trelate at length XIV 

(Gower); discourse at large upon XVI; B. 
make wider xv; become wider, expand XVII. 
- (O)F. dilater- L. dilatare spread out, f. 
di- DI-1 + latus wide (cf. LAT!TGDE). So 
dilatA·TION. XIV (Ch.)- OF. -late L. (cf. 
Sp. dilataci6n); largely supersec,ed by the 
shorter dila·no:-:r xv, which is improperly 
formed, as if dilate contained the suffix 
-ATE3 ; cf. It. dilazione and coercion. 

dilatory di·l;:>t;Jri tending to cause delay 
xv; given to delaying XVII. - late L. dila
turius, f. dilator delayer, f. dilrit-, pp. stem 
of diferre DEFER; see -ORY. 

dilemma dai-, dile·m;:> form of argument 
involving the opponent in the choice of 
alternatives; choice between two equally 
unfavourable alternatives. xvr. - L. dilemma 
-Gr. dilemma, f. di- m- 2+lemma assump
tion, premiss (see LEMMA). 

dilettante dilit::e·nti amateur of the fine 
arts; (later) mere amateur. XVIII. It. 'lover 
(of music or painting)', sb. use of prp. of 
dilettare :- L. delectare DELIGHT; see -ANT. 

diligent di-lid3;:>nt constant or persistent 
in endeavour. XIV. - (O)F. diligent - L. 
diligent-, -ens assiduous, attentive, adj. use 
of prp. of diligere esteem highly, love, choose, 
take delight in, f. di- DI-1 + -legere (as in 

DIMISSORY 

neglegere NEGLECT), prob. rei. to Gr. aUgein 
be concerned about, dlgos pain. So di·li
gENCE tcareful attention; constant endea
vour XIV; tdispatch, haste xv. - (O)F. 
diligence - L. diligentia. C][ As the designa
tion of a public stage-coach diligence is a 
mod. adoption (xvm) of F. diligence, short 
for carrosse de diligence 'coach of speed' ; the 
clipped form dilly (xvm) was formerly used 
for this, and survives dial. for various kinds 
of carts, trucks, etc., used in agricultural and 
industrial operations. 

dill dil the plant Anethum graveolens, 
having carminative properties. OE. dile 
and dyle, corr. to OS. dilli (Du. dille), OHG. 
tilli (G. dill from LG.), and MDu. dulle, 
MHG. tulle, ON. dylla; of unkn. origin. 

dillenia dili·ni;:> genus of E. Indian plants. 
XVIII. modL., f. name of J. J. Dillenius, pro
fessor of botany at Oxford 1728-47; see -IA1• 

dilly see DILIGENCE. 
dilly-dally di-lida::li expressive of vacilla

tion. XVII. redupl., with variation of vowel, 
of DALLY. 

dilute dailju·t, di- weaken by adding water, 
etc. XVI. f. diliit-, pp. stem of L. diluere 
wash away, dissolve, f. d'i- DI-1+-luere, 
comb. form of lavare wash, LAVE. Hence 
dilu·TION. xvn (Sir T. Browne). 

diluvial dilju·vi;:>l pert. to the Flood XVII; 
(geol.) caused by extraordinary action of 
water on a large scale XIX. -late L. diluvialis, 
f. diluvium flood, DELUGE. So dilu·VIAN. XVII. 

dim dim not clear or bright. OE. dim(m) = 
OFris. dim, ON. dimmr, rei. to synon. OHG. 
timbar (MHG., mod. dial. timmer), OSw. 
dimber, Olr. dem black, dark. Hence dim 
vb. XIII ; in OE. comps. adimmian, fordim
mian, corr. to ON. dimma darken. 

dime daim ttenth part XIV; -fo of a dollar 
XVIII. - (O)F. dime, tdisme :- L. decima 
tithe, sb. use (sc. pars part) of fern. of 
decimus TENTH. 

dimension di-, daime·nf;:>n measurement, 
measure. XIV (Trev.). - F. dimension- L. 
dimensio(n-), f. dimens-, pp. stem of dimetiri; 
see DI-1 and MEASURE. 

dimidiation dimidiei·f;:>n halving. xv. -L. 
dimidiatio(n-), f. dimidiat-, -are, f. dimidium 
half (cf. DEMY), f. di- DI-1 +medius middle, 
MID j see -ATION. 

diminish dimi·nif make smaller, le&sen. 
xv. Resulting from a confiation of tdiminue 
XIV (- (O)F. diminuer- L. diminuere) and 
1\IINISH. In Rom. the prefix has taken the 
form of DI-1 (cf. Pr., Sp. diminuir, It. dimi
nuire); but L. diminuere means 'break up 
small'. So diminu·TION. XIV. - (O)F. 
diminution- L. dimimttio(n)-, late form of 
deminilti6. dimi·nutiVE. XIV (as sb. in 
gram.). - (O)F. diminiitif -late L. di-. 
di!miniltivus. 

dimissory dimi·s;)ri authorizing dismissal or 
mission. XIV. - late L. dimissorius (in littera; 
dimissoria;), f. dimiss-, dimittere; see DISMISS. 
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DIMITY 

dimity di•miti stout cotton fabric. xv 
(demyt). - It. dimito or medL. dimitum 
-Gr. dimitos, f. dis DI- 2 +mitos thread of the 
warp ; the origin of the final syll. is unkn. 

dimorphous daim5·.rf;Js existing or occur
ring in two forms. XIX. f. Gr. dimorphos, f. 
dis m-•+morph~ form; see -MORPH, -ous. 
So dimo·rphic (Darwin). 

dimple di·mpl thollow in the ground XIII; 
small hollow in the cheek or chin XIV. In 
place-names (XIII) occurring as dimpel, 
dympel, prob. repr. OE. *dympel, corr. to 
OHG. tumphilo (MHG. tiimpfel, G. tiimpel) 
deep place in water, f. Germ. *dump-, perh. 
nasalized form of *dup- *deup- DEEP; cf. 
Eng. dial. dump deep hole in pond or river
bed, Norw. dump pit, pool, MLG. dumpelen, 
Du. dompelen dive, the IE. base of which, 
*dhumb-, appears in Lith. dumbzl, dubti 
become hollow or deep; see -LE1. 

din din loud noise. OE. dyne (:- *duniz) 
and dynn, corr. to OHG. tuni, ON. dynr (:
*dunjaz, -uz). So din vb. tsing, resound 
OE. ; assail with din, make resound, make a 
din xvii. OE. dynian = OS. dunian, MHG. 
tunen roar, rumble, ON. dynja come rum
bling down, gush, pour :- Germ. *dunjan. 
The IE. base *dhun- is repr. also by Skr. 
dhunis roaring, Lith. dundtiti sound. 

dinar dina:.r name of various Oriental 
coins. XVII. -Arab., Pers. diniir -late Gr. 
dendrion- L. denarius ( cf. DENIER). 

dinder di·nd;>.r denarius or other small coin 
found on ancient Roman sites, e.g. at 
Wroxeter. XVIII. var. of di·nneere, de·neere, 
DEXIER. 

dine dain take the principal meal of the 
day. XIII (RGlouc.). - (O)F. diner, earlier 
disner(whencelt. de-,disinare) = Pr.disnar, 
Cat. dinar :- Rom. *disjz7niire, for *dis
jejiindre break one's fast, f. dis- DIS- z+ 
jejiinium fast ; see JEJUNE and cf. DEJEUNER, 
DINNER. 

ding diiJ deal or strike with heavy blows 
XIII; knock, dash down, etc. XIV. prob. of 
Scand. origin (cf. ON. dengja hammer, 
whet a scythe; (corr. to OE. dengan beat, 
whence dial. dinge), OSw. diingia, Da. 
drenge beat, bang), corr. to G. dengeln whet 
a scythe, l\1:HG tengeln. Conjugated strong 
in Sc. and north. dial., after fling, sing. 

ding-dong di·IJdi:l'IJ redupl. form imit. of 
the tolling of a bell. XVI. 

dinghy, dingey di·l)gi native Indian row
ing-boat; (gen.) small rowing-boat. XIX. 
- Hindi rji1igi, rje1igi, dim. of rjiJ;zgd, ¢6rigii 
larger kind of boat, sloop, coasting-vessel. 
The sp. with gh is used to indicate pronunc. 
with g. 

dingle di·l)gl deep hollow, deep narrow 
cleft; (in literary use, after Milton's 'Comus' 
3 I I) dell shaded with trees. XIII (sea dingle, 
in thew. mid!. 'Sawles Warde'; not other
wise recorded in literature till Drayton, a 
Warwickshire man, but occurring in place· 

DIONYSIAC 

names of Lanes and Wares XIII, and pass. 
in Dinglei of Domesday Book). perh. a dim. 
form (see -LE1

); cf. the synon. (dial.) dimble 
(XVI) and DIMPLE; ult. origin unkn. 

dingo di·l)gou wild dog of Australia. XVIII. 
Native name; cf. jiingh6 (George's River), 
jiigung (Turuwul, Botany Bay). 

dingy di·nd3i (dial.) dirty; of dark and 
dull colour or appearance. XVIII. prob. in 
dial. use long before it is recorded, and 
perh. to be referred ult. to OE. dynge dung, 
manured land, f. dung DUNG; see -Y1• 

dinky di·l)ki (colloq.) neat, spruce. XIX. 
f. Sc. and north. dink decked out, trim (xvi) ; 
of unkn. origin; see -Y1. 

dinner di·na.I chief meal of the day. XIII 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. diner- (O)F. 
dtner, sb. use of diner DINE; see -ER'. 

din(o)- dain(ou) comb. form in modL. 
terms of Gr. dein6s terrible (cf. DIRE), de
noting certain huge extinct animals, as 
dino·rnis moa (Gr. 6rnis bird) I843, di·no
saur saurian reptile (Gr. saziros lizard) I841, 
di·nothere proboscidean quadruped (Gr. 
therion wild beast) 1835. 

dint dint tstroke, blow OE.; force of 
attack or impact XIV (R. Mannyng) ; (by 
assoc. with dent, indent) mark made by a 
blow, dent XVI. OE. dynt, reinforced in ME. 
by the rei. ON. dyntr (dyttr), dynta. Phr. 
tby dint of sword (xiv-xvm); by dint (earlier 
dent XVI) of, by means of xvu. So dint vb. 
XIII (Cursor M., Havelok). -ON. dynta 
(dytta). 

diocese dai·;Jsis, -sis bishop's sphere of 
jurisdiction. XIV. ME. diocise- OF. diocise 
(mod. diocese) = Pr. diocesa, diocezi, Sp. 
diocesis, It. diocesi -late L. diocesis, for L. 
direcesis governor's jurisdiction, district, 
(eccl.) diocese- Gr. dioikesis administration, 
government, (Roman) province, (eccl.) dio
cese, f. dioikefn keep house, administer, f. 
di(a)- thoroughly, through+oikefn inhabit, 
manage, f. oikos house (cf. WICK 2

). By 
assim. to L. the F. form became dioces, later 
diocese, and the Eng. forms followed the 
same course; diocess was the prevalent form 
from XVI, and was retained by some even in 
XIX (e.g. in The Times). So diocesAN 
dai<J·sisan pert. to a diocese; sb. bishop. xv. 
-F. diocesain -late L. diocesiinus. 

direcious daii·.fOls (bot.) having the two 
sexes in separate individuals. xvrrr. f. 
modL. Direcia (I735) twenty-second class 
in Linnreus's sexual system of plants- Gr. 
type *dioikfa, f. *dioikos having two houses, 
f. di- m- 2 +oikos house; see -rous. 

Dionysiac daioni·sirek pert. to Dionysus 
(Bacchus). XIX. -late L. Dionysiacus- Gr. 
Dioniisiak6s, f. Di6niisos god of wine; see 
-AC. In F. -iaque. So Diony·siAN (i) in same 
sense xvn; (ii) pert. to Abbot Dionysius the 
Little (VI A.D.), who is said to have first 
dated events from the birth of Christ, of 
which he fixed the accepted date xvnr. f. 
L. Dionjisius, adj. of Dionysus, and the per
sonal name Dionjisius. 



DIORAMA 

diorama daiorlnn<J see PANORA~A. 

dip dip let down into liquid OE. ; go down, 
sink XIV; have a downward inclination XVII. 
OE. dyppan (pt. dypte, pp. dypped) :
*dupjan, f. *dup- *deup- (see DE::iP). Hence 
dip sb. act of dipping XVI ; depression; 
downward inclination XVIII ; in full dip
candle XIX. 

diphtheria difpi<J·ria infectious disease 
affecting chiefly the throat. I 8 5 I (in Dungli
son); became current when 'Bo•.1logne sore 
throat' was epidemic in I857-8). - modL. 
- F. diphtherie (now diphterie), substituted 
by Pierre Bretonneau (of Tours, d. I86z) for 
his earlier diphtherite (modL. diphtheritis, 
which was used in Eng.), f. Gr. diphtluird, 
diphtheris skin, hide, piece of leather; so 
named on account of the tough membrane 
which forms on parts affected by the disease. 
Hence diphtheri·nc, which is preferred to 
diphthe·ric. 

diphthong di·fp<>IJ combination of two 
adjacent vowels or 'vowel-likes' in one 
syllable xv; used loosely for digraph and 
for the ligatures <E, a; xvr. In early use 
often dipthong- F. dipthongue, f-dypthongue 
- L. diphthongus (late dipthongw:) - Gr. di
phthoggos, f. dis DI- 2 + phthdggos voice, 
sound. 

diplo- di·plou comb. form of Gr. diplous 
twofold, double (see nr- 2 and FOLD1), used 
in techn. terms from XVIII. 

diploma diplou·ma official document of 
state or church; document conferring an 
honour, privilege, or licence. xvu. - L. 
diploma- Gr. diploma folded paper, letter 
of recommendation or conveying a licence 
or privilege, f. diplozln double, fold, f. 
dip[ous DOUBLE. 

diplomacy diplou·masi management of 
international relations by negotiation XVIII; 
skill in such dealings XIX. - F. diplomatie, 
f. diplomatique, after aristocratie, -cratique. 
diplomatiC diploma:·tik pert. to original 
official documents ; concerned with diplo
macy. XVIII. In the former sense- modL. 
diplomaticus (in Mabillon's 'De re diplo
matica', I 68 I), f. L. diplomat-, DIPLOMA; in 
the latter sense - F. diplomatique, which 
was so used at the time of the French 
Revolution (e.g. in corps diplomatique body 
of officials attached to foreign legations). 
The transition of sense originated from 
such titles as the 'Codex juris gentium 
diplomaticus' of G. ·w. Leibnitz, I695, and 
'Corps universe! diplomatique du droit des 
gens' of Jean Dumont, 1726, ir.. which the 
word was used in its proper sense as applied 
to original official documents; but, as the 
subject-matter of these collections con
cerned international relations, the word 
itself was construed as referring directly to 
these. As sb. diploma·tic A. tdiploma
tist; tdiplomacy XVIII; B. (also -ics) study 

DIRIMENT 

of original documents XIX. A. sb. uses of 
the adj.; B. -F. diplomatique, based on 
modL. res diplomatica (Mabillon, I68I). So 
diplomat di·ploma:t. XIX. - F. diplomate, 
back-formation from diplomatique, after 
aristocrate, -cratique. diplo·matrsT. XIX. 
f. F. diplomate or L. stem diplomat-. 

dipsomania dipsoumei·ni;~ morbid craving 
for strong drink. XIX. modL., f. Gr. dipsa, 
dipsos thirst+ MANIA. So dipsoma·niAc. 

diptera di·pt;:>r;:, two-winged flies. XIX. 
modL. -Gr. diptera (Aristotle), n. pl. of 
dipteros two-winged (f. di- DI-2 +pter6n 
wing; cf. PTERO-) used sb. (sc. bztoma 
insects). So di·pterocs. XVIII. 

diptych di·ptik two-leaved hinged tablet 
for writing. XVII. -late L. diptycha -late Gr. 
diptuhha pair of writing-tablets, n. pl. of 
diptukhos, f. di- Dl-2+ptukhi fold. 

dire daiaJ dreadful, terrible. XVI. - L. 
dirzts, f. base *dwei- fear (cf. Gr. deldein, 
deos sb. fear, dein6s terrible (DINO-), deil6s 
afraid. 

direct di-, daire·kt address (a letter or 
message), later spec. with the designation 
written on the outside XIV (Ch.); direct or 
instruct xv (Lydg.) prob. based immed. on 
pp. direct (Ch.)- L. directus, pp. of dirigere, 
de- straighten, direct, guide, f. dis- nr-1, de 
DE 3 -t regere put straight, rule (see REGENT), 
whence also dire·ct adj. straight XIV (Ch.); 
straightforward, immediate XVI. t][ The 
sense-development of the vbs. direct and 
ADDRESS is, in consequence of their origin, 
closely parallel. So dire·cTION action of 
directing xv; course pursued XVII. - F. or 
L. dire·cTIVE. adj. xv, sb. xvn. ·- medL. 
dire·cTOR. xv. -AN. directour (mod. 
di>-ecteur). dire·ctORY adj. serving to direct 
xv (Lydg.); sb. book of directions XVI; used 
for F. Directoire the executive body in France 
during part of the Revolution period, con
sisting of five directeurs. XVIII (Washington). 

dirge d5.Id3 office of matins for the dead 
XIII ; song of mourning XVI. ME. dirige 
(three syll.), later dyrge, derge, dm·gie (two 
syll.), the pl. of which prob. suggested a 
monosyllabic sg. dirge, which appears to be 
first established in late XVI ; the first word 
of the antiphon to the first psalm in the 
office: 'Dirige, Domine, Deus meus, in 
conspectu tuo viam meam' (cf. Psalm v 8) 
Direct, 0 Lord my God, my way in thy 
sight; imper. of L. dirigere DIRECT. 

dirigible di·rid3ibl that can be directed or 
steered. XVI. f. L. dirigere DIRECT+ -IBLE; 
as applied in mod. use to aircraft, alteration 
of dirigeable (c. r88o)- F. dirigeable (I87o); 
see - IBLE, -ABLE. 

diriment di-rim~nt nullifying. XIX. - L. 
diriment-, -ens, prp. of dirimere separate, 
interrupt, frustrate, f. dir- DIS-+ emere take 
(cf. EXEMPT) j see ·E!'IT, 



DIRK 

dirk da.1k dagger. XVI. Earliest in Sc. durk, 
dowrk; the present sp. was popularized by 
Johnson; poss.- Da. dirk, dirik, Sw. dyrk, 
familiar form of Diederik (see DERRICK), used, 
like G. dietrich, LG. dierker, for a pick-lock; 
but the earliest forms and the meaning do 
not favour this origin. 

dirt da.1t (dial.) ordure; unclean matter 
XIII; (dial.) mud, soil XVII. ME. drit- ON. 
drit, corr. to MDu. drete (Du. dreet), rei. to 
the vbs. OE. gedritan = ON. drlta, MDu. 
driten (Du. drijten), with poss. Balto-Sl. 
cogns. The present metathesized form 
appears xv. 

dis- prefix repr. L. dis-, corr. to Germ. *tiz
(OE. te-, to-, OFris., OS. to-, te-, ti-, OHG. 
za-, ze-, zi-) and rei. to Gr. DIA-. It was 
reduced to di- before some voiced con
sonants, as in di!igere (see DILIGENT), dirigere 
DIRECT, dividere DIVIDE, became dir- between 
vowels in dirimere (see DIRIMENT), was 
assim. before f, as in differre DIFFER, difficilis 
DIFFICULT, but retained its full form before 
p, t, c, and s. 

In Eng. dis- appears (i) as repr. dis- in 
words adopted direct from Latin, (ii) as 
repr. OF. des- (mod. des-, de-), organically 
developed from L. dis-, (iii) as repr. late L. 
dis-, Rom. *des-, substituted for L. de-, 
(iv) as a living prefix combined with words 
of no matter what origin. 
As an etymol. el. dis- occurs (I) with the 

meanings 'apart', 'asunder', 'separately', as 
in discern, discuss, disperse, dispute, distend; 
hence (2) with privative, negative, or re
versive force, as in disaster, displease, dis
suade, or with intensive force, as in disturb. 
As a living prefix from xv with such priva
tive or reversive force it (3) forms comp. 
vbs., as disestablish (XVI; of a church, I838, 
W. E. Gladstone), disinter, disown, (4) with 
sbs. forms vbs. meaning to strip, rid, free or 
deprive of a quality or character, or reverse 
a condition, as dischurch, disrobe, (5) with 
adjs. forms vbs., as disable, (6) with sbs. 
expresses the reverse or lack of, as disquiet, 
disrepute, disregard, disservice, disunion, (7) 
with adjs. expresses the negative or opposite, 
as discourteous, disreputable, and (8) is used 
with intensive force, as disannul. Dis- has 
sometimes replaced earlier mis-, as in dislike. 

disabi·lity incapacity. XVI. DIS- 6. disable 
disei·bl make unable or incapable, incapaci
tate. xv. DIS- 5· disabu·se undeceive. 
XVII. DIS- 3, 4• disadva·ntage, XIV 
(Wyclif, Trevisa). - (O)F. desavantage; 
DIS- 2. disaffe·ct tdislike; (esp. in pp.) 
alienate the friendship or loyalty of. XVII. 
DIS- 3· disaffo·rest free from the operation 
of the forest laws. XVI. - AL. disafforestare; 
DIS- 2. Syns. de-afforest (XVII), deforest (XVI), 
disforest (XVI). disagree· fail or refuse to 
agree. xv. - (O)F. desagreer; DIS- 2. dis
allow· refuse to allow, tapprove, accept, 
acknowledge. XIV (PPl., Gower). -OF. 
desalouer; DIS- 2. 

DISCHARGE 

disappear disapia· .1 cease to be visible or 
present. XV (Lydg.). f. DIS- 3 +APPEAR, 
after F. disparaitre, the lengthened stem of 
which, disparaiss-, was repr. by tdisparish 
xv. t]J Not in Sh. or A.V. Hence disap
pea·rANCE. XVIII. 

disappoint disapoi·nt deprive of appoint
ment; frustrate the expectation or fulfilment 
of. xv. - (O)F. dtlsappointer, f. des- DIS- 2+ 
appointer APPOINT. Hence disappoi·nt
MENT. XVII. (jf Disappointed in Sh. 'Hamlet' 
I v 77 means 'improperly appointed', 'un
prepared'. 

disarm disii· .1m deprive of arms or arma
ment XIV (Ch., fig. tr. L. exarmare); reduce 
to a peace footing xvm. - (O)F. desarmer; 
see DIS- 2 and ARMS. So diSA'RMAMENT. 
XVIII; after F. desarmement. 

disarray· (arch.) disorder. XIV (in MSS. 
ofCh., varyingwithdesray). -AN. *desarei, 
OF. desaroi; DIS- 2, ARRAY, 

disaster diza·sta.I sudden or great calamity. 
XVI. - F. desastre or its source It. disastro, 
f. dis- DIS- 2+astro (:- L. astrum) STAR; lit. 
'unfavourable aspect of a star' ( cf. disasters 
in the sun,~Sh. 'Hamlet' I i I I8); cf. Pr., Sp. 
desastre, and Pr. benastre good fortune, 
malastre ill fortune, and Eng. ill-starred 
(Sh.). So disa·stROUS till-starred, ill
boding XVI; calamitous xvn. - F. dt!sastreux 
-It. disastroso; in early use competing with 
tdisaster adj., tdisastered- F. tdesastre- It. 
disastrato. 

disband disbre·nd break up (as) a band of 
soldiers. XVI. -F. tdesbander (mod. de-), 
f. des- DIS- I +BAND3

, after It. sbandare. 
disbelie·f want of belief. XVII. DIS- 6. So 
disbelie·ve not to believe. XVII. DIS- 3 ; 
superseded misbelief (xm), -believe (XIV). 
disbu·rden. XVI. DIS- 4· 

disburse disba·.1s pay out. XVI. - OF. 
desbourser (mod. deburser, whence tdeburse 
XVI), f. des- DIS- 2. +bourse PURSE. 

disc, disk disk 'flat' surface of the sun, etc. 
XVII ; discus; circular plate; round and 
flattened part XVIII. -F. disque or its source 
L. DISCUS. 

discard diskii·.Id reject (a card) from the 
hand; cast off, abandon, dismiss. XVI. f. DIS-
4+CARD', after F. tdescarter, tdecarter 
(whence earlier Eng. tdecard XVI), which 
was prob. modelled on It. scartare (or Sp. 
descartar). 

discern disS· .1n, diz- distinguish by the 
intellect or the vision. XIV. - (O)F. dis
cerner- L. discernere separate, divide, dis
tinguish, f. dis- DIS- I+ cernere separate, rei. 
to Gr. krinein (see CRISIS). 

discharge distfa·.1d3 disburden, relieve 
XIV; remove (a charge) XV; acquit oneself of 
XVI. ME. descharge- OF. descharger (mod. 
decharger) = Pr., Sp. descargar, It. scaricare, 
Rum. descarca :- Rom. *discarricare; see 
DIS- 2 and CHARGE. Hence discha·rge sb, 
xv; cf. OF. descharge (mod. de-). 



DISCIPLE 

disciple disai·pl follower of a doctrine, 
pupil. OE. discipul- L. discipulus learner, 
f. discere learn, rei. to doc ere teach (see 
DOCTOR); reinforced in :viE. by 0:?. deciple; 
later conformed to the L. sp. 

discipline di·siplin chastisement, peniten
tial correction XIII (AncrR.); tinstruction, 
schooling ; branch of learning XIV ; training 
in action or conduct xv ; system of control 
over conduct xvr. - OF. discipline, tdece-, 
tdes(c)e-- L. disciplina, f. discipulus (see 
prec.). So discipli·nARY. XVI. - medL. 
disciplintirius. discipliDA·RIAN XVI. 

disclaim disklei·m renounce a claim. XVI. 
-legal AN. desclaim-, tonic stem of desclamer 
(AL. discldmdre), f. des- DIS- z+clamer 
CLAIM. So disclai·rnER4 disavowal of a 
claim. xv. -AN. disclaimer, sb. use of inf. 

disclose disklou·z uncover, open up to the 
knowledge of others. XIV (Gower). f. OF. 
desclos-, pres. stem of desclore ~., Pr. des
claure :-Gallo-Rom. *disclaudere; see DIS- 2, 
CLOSE. Hence disclo·SURE. XVI. 

discobolus disb·balas thrower of the 
discus. xvm. L. - Gr. diskob6los, f. diskos 
mscus+ *bol-, var. of base of bdllein throw 
(cf. BALLISTA). 

disco·lour alter or spoil the colour of. XIV 
(\Vyclif; pp. Gower). -OF. descolorer or 
medL. discoloriire; DIS- 2. So di!iCOLORA"
T!ON. XVII (H. More). 

discomfit diskA·mfit defeat utterly; thwart, 
disconcert. XIV. ME. disconfite, based on 
pp. disconfit (xm)- OF. desconfit, pp. of 
desconfire (mod. deconfire) = Pr. desconjir, 
It. disconjiggere :-Rom. *discor.ficere, f. 
DIS- 2+conjicere put together, frame, com
plete, finish off, destroy, consume (which in 
Rom. retained the constructive sense; see 
CONFECTION). So disco·mfituHE. XIV. 
- OF. desconfiture = Pr. desconfit•~ra, etc. 

disco·MFORT tdiscouragement, tdistress, 
desolation XIV (Barbour, Ch., Wyd. Bible); 
being uncomfortable xrx. -OF. desconjort 
(mod. de-). So vb. XIV (RGlouc., R. Man
nyng). - OF. desconjorter. See DIS- 2, 6. 

discommon disk<>·m<Jn tdeprive of mem
bership of a community xv; (in universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge) deprive (a trades
man) of the privilege of dealing with under
graduates; deprive of the right of common 
or the character of common land. xvr. f. 
ms- 4+COMMON. So disco·mmtons de
prive of commons; discommon (a trades
man). XIX. tdisco·mmune discommon. 
XVI; after medL. discommimiciire. 

disconcert diskansa•.It throw into con
fusion, derange XVII; 'put out' xvnr. - F. 
tdesconcerter (mod. de-), f. des- DIS- 2 +con
certer CONCERT. 

disconsolate disko·nsalat comfortless, 
cheerless. xrv (Ch.). - medL. disconsoliitus, 
f. L. dis- DIS- 2+cons0liitus, pp. of consoliiri 
CONSOLE. 

DISCRETE 

disconti·nue cause to cease; cease xv. 
- (O)F. discontinuer; DIS- z. So discon
ti·nuance. xrv (Trevisa). - Al'\. dis
conti·nuous. xvn (Milton). 

discord di ·sk5Jd want of harmony, variance 
xm (AncrR., RG!ouc.); (mus.) xv (Lydg.). 
- OF. descord, discord, f. des-, discorder- L. 
discordiire be at variance, f. discord-, discors 
discordant, f. dis- DIS- 2+cord-, cor HEART. 
So disco·rdANT. xrv (Ch.). - OF. des-, 
discordant. 

discount di·skaunt "fabatement, deduction; 
(prob. after It. sconto, whence F. escompte) 
deduction made for payment before the due 
time. xvrr. - F. tdescompte (modern de
compte), f. descompter, whence, if not: direct 
from It. (di)scontare, discou·nt vb. xvrr. 
See DIS- 2, COU:-<T 2 • 

discou·ntenance discourage, disfavour. 
XVI (Sidney, Spenser). See DIS- 2, 4; partly 
after F. tdescontenancer. 

discou·rage damp the courage of. xv. 
-OF. descourage1· (mod. de-); see DIS- 2, 4, 
COURAGE. 

discourse di·sk5(:;l).Is treasoning xrv (Ch.); 
(arch.) conversation, talk; treatment of a 
subject; tcourse xvr. ME. discours- L. 
discursus running to and fro, (late) inter
course, (med.) argument (whence F. dis
cours (XVI), f. discurs-, pp. stem of discurrere 
run to and fro, (late) speak at length, f. dis
DIS- I + currere run ; assim. in form to 
COURSE. Hence discou·rse vb. XVI; partly 
after F. discourir, tdiscurre. 

discover diskA"V;JJ disclose to knowledge 
xm (Cursor M.); reveal, exhibit; tuncover 
xrv; find out xvr. -OF. descov1·ir (mod. 
decouvrir) = Pr., Sp. descubrir, It. discov1·ire 
:- late L. discooperire, f. dis- DIS- 2 + 
cooperire COVER. The OF. tonic forms 
descuevre, etc., gave the ME. var. diskever 
(surviving dial.), and the vocalization of v 
between vowels the reduced forms tdiscure, 
tdiskere. Hence disco·verY. xvr; after 
recover, recovery ; rep!. discovering. 

discre·dit sb. disrepute xvr; distrust XVII; 
vb. disbelieve; destroy confidence in ; bring 
into discredit xvr ; DIS- 6, 3 ; after It. dis
credito, -itare, F. discredit, -iter. 

discreet diskri·t showing good judgement 
XIV; (Sc.) civil, polite XVIII. - (O)F. discret, 
-ete = Pr., Sp., It. discreto- L. discretus 
separate, DISCRETE, which in late L. and 
Rom. took over its new meaning from 
discretio DISCRETION. 

discrepant di·skrip:;1nt, diskre•p:;1nt not har
monious or consistent. xv. - L. discrepant-, 
-iins, prp. of discrepdre be discordant, f. dis
DIS- r + crepdre makea noise, creak; see -ANT. 
So di·screpANCE. xv. discre·pANCY. XVII. 

discrete diskri·t distinct, separate XIV (rare 
before XVI); discontinuous xvr; (gram., etc.) 
tadversatlve, disjunctive XVI!. - L. dis
cretus, pp. of discernere separate, DISCERN. 



DISCRIMINATE 

Cf. DISCREET. So discreTION diskre·f;~n 
discrimination; liberty or power of decid
ing; sound judgement. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- (O)F.- L. 

discriminate diskri·mineit make a dis
tinction between, distinguish, differentiate. 
xvn. f. pp. stem of L. discriminare, f. dis
crimin-, -crimen distinction, f. discernere 
DISCER."'; see CRIME, -ATE3• So discriminA·
TION. XVII. -late L. 

discursive disk3· .rsiv passing rapidly from 
one thing to another XVI; ratiocinative XVII. 
- medL. discursivus, f. discurs-; see DIS
COURSE, -IVE. 

discus di·sbs quoit used in ancient Greek 
and Roman games. XVII. L. - Gr. diskos 
:- *dikskos, f. dikefn throw. See DAIS, DESK, 
DISC, DISH. 

discuss diskA·s A. tinvestigate, decide XIV 
(R. Rolle) ; examine by argument xv; B. dis
pel, disperse XIV (Ch.). f. discuss, pp. stem 
of L. discutere dash to pieces, disperse, 
dispel, in Rom. investigate (cf. F. discuter, 
Sp. discutir, It. discutere), as in late L. dis
cussio, discussor; f. DIS- I+ quatere shake. 
So discussiON diskA·f;~n. XIV (Rolle). 
- (O)F.- L. 

disdain disdei·n feeling of scorn; tindigna
tion. ME. desdeyne (xrv), earlier dedeyne 
(xm)- OF. desdeign, AN. dedeigne (mod. 
dt!dain) = Pr. desdaing, Sp. desdeiio, It. dis
degno, sdegno, deriv. of CRam. *disdignare, 
for L. dedignari reject as· unworthy; see 
DIS- 2, DEIGN. So disdai·n vb. xrv.- OF. 
desdeigner = Pr. desdegnar, etc. 

disease dizi·z tuneasiness, discomfort; 
morbid physical condition. xrv. -AN. 
des-, disease, OF. desaise, f. des- DIS- 2, 6+ 
aise EASE. 

disembark disembii·.rk put or go ashore. 
XVI. -F. desembarquer, Sp. desembarcar, or 
It. disimbarcare; see DIS- 2, EMBARK. 

disembogue disembou·g tcome out of the 
mouth of a river, etc., into the open sea; (of 
a river, etc.) discharge itself. XVI (early forms 
also disemboque, -boke). - Sp. desembocar, 
f. des- DIS- 2+embocar run into a creek or 
strait, f. en IN-1 +boca mouth :- L. bucca 
(cf. BUCCAL). 

disembowel disembau·;~l remove the 
bowels from. XVII. Intensive (DIS- 8) of 
tembowel (XVI) eviscerate- OF. embouler, 
alteration of esbouler, f. es- Ex-1+bouel 
BOWEL. Superseded tdebowel (XIV), tdis
bowel (XVI). 

disfigure disfi·g;~.r mar the figure or form 
of. XIV (Ch.). -OF. desfigurer (mod. de-) = 
Pr., Sp. desfigurar, etc.- CRam. *disfigii
rare; see DIS-, FIGURE. 

disgorge disg5·.rd3 eject from the throat, 
vomit forth xv; transf. and fig. XVI. -OF. 
desgorger (mod. de-), f. des- DIS- I, DE- 6+ 
gorge throat, GORGE. 

DISINHERIT 

disgrace disgrei·s tdisfavour; dishonour, 
shame, or cause of this. XVI. -F. disgrace 
-It. disgrazia, f. dis- DIS- 2+grazia GRACE. 
So disgra·ce vb. tdisfigure; bring dis
honour to. xvr. -F. disgracier- It. dis
graziare. 

disgruntled disgrA·ntld put out of humour. 
XVII. f. DIS- B+gruntle grunt, complain 
(XVI), frequent. of GRUNT+-ED1 , 

disguise disgai·z alter the dress of, now 
only to conceal identity XIV; conceal by a 
counterfeit appearance XVI. - OF. des
guisier (mod. deguiser) = Pr. desguisar, f. 
Rom. dis- DE- DIS-+ guisa GUISE. Hence dis
gui·se sb. xrv. 

disgust disgA·st dislike, distaste, (now) 
strong distaste verging on loathing. XVI. 
-F. desgoust (mod. degout) or It. disgusto, 
f. desgouster (mod. degoztter), disgustare, 
whence disgu·st vb. XVII (ppl. adj. disgu·st
ing XVIII, rep!. disgustful XVII); see DIS- 2, 6 
and GUSTO. 

dish dif broad shallow vessel OE. ; applied 
to certain measures from xv ; food served 
ready for eating xv. OE. disc plate, bowl, 
platter, carr. to OS. disk (Du. disch) table, 
OHG. tisc plate (G. tisch table), ON. diskr 
(perh.- OE.)- L. discus quoit, (Vulgate) 
dish, disc (of a sundial); see DISCUS and cf. 
DAIS, DESK. Hence dish vb. serve up in or 
as a dish XIV; (sl.) 'do for' (from the notion 
of food being done and dished up; cf. 'cook 
one's goose', 'settle one's hash') xv. 

dishabille di·s;~bil undress garment or style. 
XVII. Earliest forms dishabillie, -illee, -illie, 
deshabil(l)e. -F. deshabille, sb. use of pp. of 
deshabiller undress, f. des- DIS- 4 + habiller 
dress (see HABILIMENT). For the muting of 
finale cf. DEFILE~, SIGNAL2 • 

dishearten dishii·.rtn discourage. XVI (Sh.). 
f. DIS- 3, after discourage. 

dishevelled dife·vld twithout head-dress 
xv; (of the hair) unconfined XVI ; fig. dis
orderly XVII. f. late ME. tdischevel, tdis
chevelee, -y (Ch.)- OF. deschevete, f. des
DIS- I + chevel hair ( :- L. capillu-s; cf. CAPIL
LARY); see -ED'. 

dishonest diso ·nist, diz- ten tailing dis
honour XIV ( Ch.); tun chaste XIV; fraudulent, 
not straightforward or honest xvn. -OF. 
deshoneste (mod. deshonnete); see DIS- 2. 

dishonour, U.S. -or diso·n;~.r, diz- reverse 
of honour, indignity, disgrace. XIII (Cur
sor M.). - OF. deshonor (mod. deshonneur) 
= Pr., Sp. deshonor, It. disonore - Rom. 
*dishonor, -i5rem; see DIS- 2, HONOUR. So as 
vb. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - OF. deshonorer = 
Pr. desonorar, etc., medL. dishonoriire. 

disincli·ne(d), -inclinA·TION. XVII (Claren
don). DIS- 3, 6, 9· 

disinhe·rit deprive of an inheritance. xv. 
f. DIS- 3 +INHERIT, superseding tdisherit, 
tdeserite (xm)- OF. deseriter (mod. des
heriter) = Pr. deseretar, etc. - Rom. *des
heretare, f. des- DIS- 2+ *heretare, for late L. 
hereditiire INHERIT, 
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DISINTER 

disinte·r exhume. XVII (Cotgr.). -F. 
desenterrer; see DIS- 2, INTER. 

disi·nterested tnot interested; impartial, 
unbiased by personal interest. XVII. rep!. 
tdisinteressed (XVII, Florio, Donne)- F. des
interesse; see DIS- 7, INTEREST. 

disjunctive disd3A"l)ktiv cis joining; 
alternative; adversative; also sb. xv. - L. 
disjunctivus, f. disjunct-, pp. ste:n of dis
jungere, whence OF. desjoindre, desjoign
(mod. dejoindre), the source of disjoi·n xv; 
see DIS- 1, JOIN, JUNCTION, -IVE. 

disk var. of Disc. 

dislike dislai·k tdisplease; not to like. XVI. 
f. DIS- 2+LIKE 2 ; superseded MISLIKE. 
Hence disli·ke sb. tdispleasure; distaste, 
aversion. XVI. 

dislocate di·sbkeit put out of place, dis
place. XVII (Sh.). prob. back-formation 
from dislocA·TION (first in medieal sense). 
c. 1400. -OF. or rnedL.; seems- r, LOCATE. 

dismal di·zm;~l tsb. evil days, orig. the 
unpropitious days, two in each month, of 
the medireval calendar XIII; adj. t(of days) 
unlucky XIV ; t( of other things) disastrous ; 
causing dismay or gloom; depressingly 
dreary XVI. -AN. dis mal (xm) :- medL. 
dies mali evil days. The (orig. superfluous) 
addition of day to dismal led to the appre
hension of dismal as an adj., which had an 
extensive sense-development. tJ[ cccas. Ice!. 
dismala daga is doubtless from Eng. 

dismantle dismre·ntl tuncloak ; divest, 
strip. xvu. -F. tdesmanteller (mod. de
manteler); see DIS- 2, MANTLE. 

dismay dismei· discourage completely. 
xm (RGlouc.). -OF. *desmaier, demaier = 
Pr. desmaiar (whence OSp. desmayar, It. 
smagare) :-Rom. *dismagdre deprive of 
power, f. L. dis- DIS- 2+Germ. *mag- be 
able, MAY1 (cf. OF. esmaier, whence F. emoi 
excitement, Pr. esmaiar disturb, trouble, 
Pg. esmagar crush, overwhelm; 1\IE. esmay, 
amay- OF.). Hence dismay· sb. XIV. 

disme·mber deprive of limbs. xm 
(RGlouc.). -OF. desmembrer- Rom. *des
membrare, f. des- DIS- 4+L. membrum 
MEMBER. 

dismiss dismi·s send away xv; discard, re
ject xv. First in pp., repr. OF. desmis (mod. 
demis) :- medL. disrnissus, for L. dimissus, 
pp. of dimittere, f. dis- DIS- I +mittere send 
(see MISSION); preceded by tdismit (xrv), 
and superseded this, together with other 
forms which were common XVI-XVII, tdimit, 
tdimiss, as well as tdemit. So dismi·ssioN 
XVI; after F. tdesmission (mod. demission); 
largely replaced by dismi·ssAL2 XIX. 

dismou·nt remove (a thing) from that on 
which it has been mounted; come down, 
esp. alight from a horse, etc. XVI. f. DIS- 3 + 
MOUNT, prob. after OF. desmonter, etc., 
medL. dismontare. 

DISPENSE 

disobey· refuse to obey. XIV (Gower). Late 
ME. dis-, desobeie- (O)F. desobeir = Pr. 
desobedir, etc.- Rom. *desobedire, for late L. 
inobedire; see DIS- 3, OBEY. So disOBE"DI· 
ENCE, -ENT. xv. -OF.; rep!. tdisobeisant 
xiv (Ch.)- (O)F. desobeissant. 

disorder dis5·.Id;}.I, diz- (arch.) put out of 
order xv; derange XVI. app. modification 
after ORDER vb. of earlier tdisordeine (XIV) 
-OF. desordener (see DIS- 6, ORDAIN). 
Hence diso·rder sb. XVI; after F. desordre; 
whence diso·rderLY1• XVII. 

disorganize dis5· .:rg;}naiz, diz- destroy the 
organization or organic connexion of. XVIII 
(Burke, I793). -F. desorganiser (in common 
use at the time of the French Revolution), 
f. des- DIS- 6 + organiser ORGANIZE. 

disparage dispre•rid3 tmatch unequally; 
bring discredit on XIV; speak of slightingly 
xvr. -OF. desparagier, f. des- DIS- 2+ 
parage (high) rank, prop. equality of rank = 
Pr. paratge :- Rom. *pardticum, f. par 
equal; see PEER, -AGE. So dispa·rageMENT. 
xv. -OF. 

disparity dispre·rlti inequality, unlikeness. 
XVI. -F. disparite- late L. disparitds; see 
DIS- 2, PAIUTY. 

dispart1 displi·.It difference between the 
semidiameter of a gun at the base ring and 
at the swell of the muzzle; sight-mark 
allowing for this. xvr. Of doubtful origin; 
prob. f. next, but there are chronological 
difficulties. 

dispart• displi·.:rt (arch.) part asunder XVI 
(Spenser); divide, separate XVII. - It. dis
partire divide, patt, or L. dispartire distri
bute, divide; see DIS- 1, PART; superseded 
depart in the corr. senses. 

dispatch, despatch dispre·tf send off post
haste or with expedition; get rid of, dispose 
of; execute promptly. xvr. prob. at first a 
term of diplomatic usage; Bishop Tunstall, 
the earliest known user of the word, was 
commissioner to Spain 1516-I7. -It. dis
pacciare or Sp. despachar, f. dis-, des- DIS- z 
+base of It. impacciare hinder, stop, Sp., 
Pg. empachar impede, embarrass; this base 
is of obscure origin and difficult to relate 
directly with that of the synon. 0 F. empechier 
(mod. empecher prevent) IMPEACH, OF. depe
chier (mod. depecher), whence Eng. tdepeach 
(xv-xvii), which was superseded by dispatch. 
Hence (or- It. dispaccio, Sp. despacho) dis-, 
despa·tch sb. act of dispatching, message 
dispatched XVI; superseded tdepeach (XVI
XVII)- (O)F. depeche. tJ[ The sp. with des
dates from Johnson's Dictionary, 1755, 
though J. in his writings used dispatch. 

dispel dispe·l drive away and scatter. XVII. 
- L. dispellere, f. DIS- I + pellere drive (see 
PULSE 2

). 

dispense dispe·ns A. deal out, distribute, 
administer XIV; make or put up (medicine) 
XVI ; B. arrange administratively with; relax 
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DISPEOPLE 

or release administratively XIV (first in Ch., 
Trev., Wyclif, Gower). - OF. despenser 
(mod. depenser spend) = Pr., Sp. despensar, 
It. dispensare)- L. dispensiire weigh out, 
disburse, administer, dispose, (in medL.) 
deal with a person or a matter according to 
the requirements of eccl. law (dispensare 
cum aliquo, circa aliquem or aliquid, etc.), 
frequent. of dispendere, f. dis- DIS- I+ 
pendere weigh (cf. SPEND). The phr. dispense 
with (medL. dispensare cum) has an extensive 
development: A. tgrant (a person) exemp
tion or release ; give exemption from (a mle) ; 
B. do away with (a requirement), put up 
with the want of, do without; C. tcondone 
(an irregularity), tdeal with indulgently, 
tmanage or do with. So dispensA·TION 
distribution; administration, management 
(esp. of the divine conduct of the world, 
repr. ~.T. and patristic uses ofL. dispensiitio 
and Gr. olKoVOJLta ECONOMY); act of dispens
ing with a requirement. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 
dispe·nsARY place for dispensing medicines 
XVII; tcollection of drugs; tbook contain
ing formul::e for making up medicines xvm. 
The earlier word was dispe·nsatORY. XVI. 
- absol. uses of medL. adjs. dispensiirius, 
dispensiitorius. dispe·nser administrator, 
steward. XIV. -OF. despensour- L. dis
penstitor (which was current in Eng. XIV
early XIX); see -ER1 • q Hence the surnames 
Despenser, Spenser, Spencer. 

dispeople dispi·pl (arch.) depopulate. xv 
-OF. despeupler (mod. de-) = Pr. despo
voar, etc., Rom. formation on L. dis
DIS- 4+popu[us PEOPLE. 

disperse disp:\·.1s cause to separate or 
scatter XIV; dissipate XVI. - F. disperser, f. 
dispers - L. dispersus, pp. of dispergere, f. 
dis- DIS- I +spargere strew (cf. SPARSE). 
Hence dispe·rsal. XIX; see -AL2 • dispe·r
SION. Earliest in spec. meaning of 'Jews 
dispersed among Gentiles after the Baby
lonian Captivity', tr. Gr. DIASPORA. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, I Peter i 2). 

dispiteous dispi-ti;Js (arch.) pitiless. XIX. 
Revival of tdespiteous (xvi), alteration after 
PITEous of tdespitous (XIV)- OF. despitos 
(mod. depiteux), f. despit DESPITE; taken as 
DIS-7 +PITEOUS. 

displace displei·s remove from its place. 
xvr. f. Dis-+PLACE, partly after OF. des
placer (mod. de-). 

display displei· tunfold; expose to view 
XIV; exhibit, manifest XVI; show off XVII. 
-OF. despleier (mod. deployer DEPLOY), 
earlier desplier = Pr., Sp. desplegar, It. di
spiegare :- L. displictire scatter, (medL.) un
fold, unfurl, f. dis- DIS- I, 2 + plictire fold 
(see PLY). Aphetic SPLAY. Hence display· 
sb. XVII. 

disPLEA·SE xrv (Ch.), -PLEA·SURE xv - OF. 
desplais-, -plaisir, L. displicere. 

DISSECT 

disport disp5.rt tdivert; refl. enjoy oneself, 
frolic. XIV (Ch.). -AN. desporter (mod. 
deporter DEPORT), f. des- DIS- I +porter to 
carry. So dispo·rt sb. (arch.) diversion, 
pastime. XIV. -OF. desport, f. the vb. 
Aphetic SPORT. 

dispose dispou·z put in a suitable place; 
prepare the mind of, incline (esp. in pp.); 
make arrangements, ordain events XIV; with 
of t(i) order, control, (ii) put away, get rid 
of xvr. - (O)F. disposer, f. dis-+poser place, 
set in order, settle, after L. disponere, -pos
(see DIS-, POSITION, POSE1), tr. Gr. 8ta-rt0evat. 
(L. disponere is repr. directly by dispone XIV, 
surviving in Sc. law, 'make over, assign'.) 
Hence dispo·sAL 2• XVII (Milton); super
seding earlier tdispose (Sh.). So disposi
TION disp;Jzi·f;~n arrangement, control, 
management, bestowal; natural bent, in
clination, aptitude. XIV. - (O)F.- L. dis
positio(n-), tr. Gr. StaiJ~KTJ; not a deriv. of 
dispose, but assoc. with it in form through 
the adoption of F. -poser as the repr. of L. 
-ponere. 

dispraise disprei·z speak in disparagement 
of. XIII (Cursor M.). - OF. despreisier = 
Pr. desprezar, etc. -Rom. *despretitire, for 
L. depretitire DEPRECIATE; see DIS- iii. So 
tdiSPRI"ZE. xv. -OF. desprisier, var. of 
despreisier. 

disproof dispru·f refutation, evidence for 
this. XVI. f. DIS- 6 +PROOF, after diSPRO•VE 
XIV (Wyclif). -OF. desprover; see DIS- iii. 

dispropo·rtion XVI (Eden); also vb. XVI 
(Sh.). diSPROPO"RTIONATE. XVI (Eden); after 
F. disproportion, disproportionntf; see DIS-
6, 7· 

dispute dispju:t debate or discourse argu
mentatively XIII; debate upon XIV; argue 
against, contest XVI. - (O)F. disputer = 
Pr. desputar, etc. - L. disputtire estimate, 
discuss, (Vulgate) contend in words, f. 
dis- DIS- I + puttire reckon, consider (see 
PUTATIVE). Hence dispu·te sb. XVII. So 
disputA·TION. XIV. -F.- L.; rep!. ME. 
t disputisoun (xm-xv)- OF. desputeisun. 
disputANT di·spjut;~nt. XVII (Dekker). 

disquisition diskwizi·f;Jn investigation; 
treatise or discourse in which a subject is 
investigated. XVII. - (O)F. disquisition- L. 
disquisitio(n- ), f. disquisft-, pp. stem of dis
quirere, f. dis- DIS- I + qwerere seek (see 
QUERY). 

disrobe disrou·b divest of garments. XVI. 
f. DIS- 3 or 4+ROBE vb. or sb., perh. after 
0 F. desrober. 

disruption disrA·pf;m breaking up. xv 
(Sir T. Browne). - L. disruptio(n-), f. dis
rupt-, pp. stem of disrumpere; see DIS- I, 
RUPTURE. So disru·pt intr. XVII; trans. XIX. 
f. the L. pp. 

dissect dise·kt cut up. XVII. f. dissect-, pp. 
stem of L. dissecdre. So disse·cTION. XVII. 
- medL.; see DIS- I, SECTION, 
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DISSEISIN 

disseisin disi"zin (leg.) dispossession of 
property. XIV. -AN. disseisine, OF. dessai
sine j see DIS- f, SEISIN. So dissm•zE. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). -AN. desseisir. 

dissemble dise·mbl tfeign xv (Lydg.); 
tpretend not to see xv; disguise by feigning; 
intr. conceal one's intentions XVI. Late ME. 
dissemile, -immil, alteration of tdissimule 
(XIV)- (O)F. dissimuler- L. dissimultire (see 
DIS- 2, SIMULATE), through dissimb[e, and 
assocn. with SEMBLANCE. The corr. sb. is 
DISSIMULA 'T!ON. 

disseminate dise·mineit scatter or spread 
abroad. xvn (Holland). f. pp. stem of L. 
disseminare, f. dis- DIS- I +semin-, semen 
SEED j see -A TEl, So disseminA"IION. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). - L. 

dissension dise·nf;m disagreement in 
opinion. xm (Cursor M.); freq. sp. -tion 
from xv. - (O)F. dissension- L. dissen
sio(n-), f. pp. stem of dissentin,, whence 
(partly through F. dissentir) diss•~·nt with
hold assent or consent XV (Wyntoun); dis
agree, differ XVI; whence disse·nt sb. XVI, 
disse·ntER1 spec. dissentient from pre
scribed or established religious creed or 
practice XVII; so disse·ntiENT adj. and sb. 
XVII. disse·ntwus. XVI; cf. F. tdissentieux, 
-cieux. See DIS- I, SENTIENT, -S!ON, 

dissepiment dise·piment (bot., zoo!.) parti
tion. xvm. - L. dissmpimentum, f .. diss;:epire, 
f. dis- DIS- I +smpes hedge; see -:.iENT. 

dissertation dis;:utei · J<~n td iscussion ; 
spoken or (usu.) written discourse contain
ing a discussion at length. XVII. - L. disserta
tio(n-), f. disserttire discuss, debate, frequent. 
of disserere treat, examine, discourse, f. dis
DIS- I+ serere join, connect, join words in 
composition (cf. SERIES, SERMON) j see -ATION, 

dissever dise·vol separate, di~join xm ; 
divide into parts XIV. -AN. d.~s(c)everer, 
OF. desevrer (modF., techn. des.>euvrer) = 
Pr. desebrar, It. sceverare :-late L. dis
separare; see Dts- r, SEVER. 

dissident di-sid;mt at variance XVI ; sb. 
XVIII. - F. dissident or L. dissiG1ent-, -ens, 
prp. of dissidere disagree, f. dis·· DIS- I+ 
sedere SIT; see -ENT. 

dissimilar disi·milar unlike. xvn: (Burton). 
f. DIS- 7 + SIMILAR, after L. dis.;imi[is. So 
dissimilA·TION. XIX; after assimilation. dis
SIMILITUDE dissimilarity. XV. - L. 

dissimulate disi·mjuleit dissemble xv; 
tpretend not to see XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
dissimulare; see ms- z, SIMULATE. Earlier 
tdissimule XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. 
-L. So dissimulA·TIO::"!. XIV (Cl:.., Gower). 
- (O)F. -L. 

dissipate di·sipeit scatter, dispel, disperse 
xv; squander; distract XVII. f. pp. stem of 
L. dissipare, f. dis- DIS- I+ *supi.ire, •sipare 
throw; see -ATEJ. So dissipA·TION; dissolu
tion xv; tdispersion XVI; squandering xvn; 
distraction of mind XVIII (Swift), (hence) 
frivolous diversion, (passing into) dissolute 
living XVIII. - (O)F. or L. 

DISTASTE 

dissociate dismrJieit cut off from associa
tion. XVII (Cotgr.). f. pp. stem of L. dis
sociare, f. dis- DIS- I +sociare join together, 
f. socius companion; see SOCIAL, -ATE3. So 
dissociA'TION, XVII (Cotgr.), 

dissoluble dis:>·ljubl that can be dissolved. 
XVI (More). -OF. dissoluble or L. dissolii
bilis, f. dissolvere.; see DIS- I, SOLUBLE. So 
dissolute di·s:llliit relaxed, lax, remiss XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); tenfeebled, weak; tunre
strained xv ; tdisconnected ; lax in morals 
XVI. - L. dissoliitus loose, disunited, pp. of 
dissolvere DISSOLVE. dissolu·TION separa
tion into parts XIV (Trevisa) ; trelaxation xv; 
breaking-up, dispersal XVI ; death XVI 
(More). - (O)F. or L. 

dissolve diza·lv loosen the parts of, spec. 
tmelt, fuse, (now) diffuse in liquid XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); trelease from life, esp. pass. 
XIV (Ch.); undo (ta knot, bond, union) XIV 
(Wyclif); intr. xv. - L. dissolvere, f. dis
DIS- I + solvere loosen, SOLVE, 

dissonant di·son:lnt out of harmony, dis
cordant in sound. xv.- (O)F. dissonant or 
L. dissonant-, -tins, prp. of dissonare 
disagree in sound, f. dis- DIS- I + sontire 
(see SONA:-:oT). So di·ssonANCE. XV.- (O)F. 
or late L. 

dissuade diswei·d advise against xv; seek 
to divert from XVI. - L. dissuadere, f. dis
DIS- 2 + suadere advise, urge; cf. F. dissuader. 
So dissuA·SION. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. or L. 

distaff di·staf stick to hold material to be 
spun. OE. dist;:ef, a peculiarly Eng. word, 
the Continental word being repr. by MDu. 
rocke (Du. rok), whence prob. dial. Eng. 
rock (XIV), OHG. I'Dkko (G. rocken), ON. 
rokkr; f. the base of MLG. dise, disene 
distaff, bunch of flax (LG. diesse), rei. to 
DIZEN; the second el. is STAFF. tjJ Used 
typically (from XVI) of the female members 
of a family, spinning being a woman's work 
or occupation (cf. distaff women, Sh., 
'Rich. II' III ii I I8); e.g. distaff side)( spear 
side, distaff right (tr. legal L. jus coli); cf. F. 
tomber en quenouille (of property, etc.) go to 
the female side. 

distain distei·n stain with colour, dye XIV 
(Gower); tdim, outshine XIV (Ch.); defile 
xv (Hoccleve). -OF. desteign-, pres. stem 
of desteindre, mod. deteindre = Pr. destenher, 
Sp. desteiiir, It. stingere :- Rom. •distingere; 
see DIS- I, TINGE, Aphetic STAIN. 

distal di·stal (anat.) situated away from the 
centre of the body. I8o8 (J. Barclay). irreg. 
f. next+-AL1• 

distant di·st:lnt separate XIV (Ch.); far 
apart; remote xv. - (O)F. distant or L. 
distant-, distans, prp. of distare, f. dis- DIS- I 

+stare STAND. So di·stANCE tdiscord, 
dissension XIII (RGlouc.); extent of space 
between objects xv; remoteness XVI. - (O)F. 
- L. distantia. 

distaste distei-st dislike, aversion. XVI. 
f. DIS- 6+TASTE, after OF. desgoust (mod. 
degot1t), It. disgusto DISGUST. 



DISTEMPER 

distemper1 diste·mpaJ: tdisturb or de
range the condition of XIV; put out of 
humour XIV (Ch.); derange the physical or 
bodily condition of XIV (Wyclif). - late L. 
distempertire (whence also OF. destremper, 
mod. dtftremper, It. distemperare, Sp. des
templar), f. L. dis- DIS- z+tempertire pro
portion or mingle duly, TEMPER. Hence, 
or f. DIS- 6+TEMPER sb. diste·mper sb.1 

disturbance of the bodily 'humours' or 
'temper', (hence) ill health, disease XVI 
{spec. of a catarrhal disease of dogs xvm). 

diste·mper• tmix with liquid, soak XIV; 
fig. dilute XVI (Sh.); (f. the sb.) paint in 
distemper XIX. - OF. destemprer or late L. 
distempertire soak, macerate, f. L. dis- DIS
I, z+temperare mingle, qualify, TEMPER. 
Hence (after OF. destrempe, mod. detrempe) 
diste·mper sb. 2 method of painting on 
plaster XVII ; whiting mixed with size and 
water used in this XIX. 

distend diste·nd tstretch out or apart XIV; 
swell out from within XVII. - L. distendere; 
see DIS-I, TE:-;;D 2• So diste·nsroN. xv. - L.; 
so in F. (xiv). 

distich di·stik couple of lines of verse. 
XVI (Holinshed; earlier in L. form). - L. 
distichon- Gr. dlstikhon, sb. use (sc. metron 
metre) of n. of dlstikhos of two rows or 
verses, f. di- DI· 2 +stlkhos row, line of verse, 
rei. to steikhein advance, go, Germ. *steig
(cf. STIRRUP). 

distil(!) disti·l fall in minute drops 
(Maund.); let fall in minute drops or 
vapour; vaporize by heat and condense the 
vapour (Maund., Trev.); also intr. XIV. -
(partly through (O)F. distiller) L. distilltire, 
for destilltire, f. de DE- I + stilldre, f. stilla 
drop (cf. Gr. stile drop of water). So dis
tillA·TION. XIV (Gower). - L. disti·llERY 
tdistillation XVII (Evelyn); place or works 
for distilling xvm. 

distinct distil)kt separate, different; clear, 
plain XIV (in earliest use as implied in the 
adv.). - L. distinctus, pp. of distinguere 
DISTINGUISH; so in (O)F. So distincTION 
disti· IJkfan tdivision, class XIII (AncrR.); 
discrimination, making a difference XIV 
(R. Rolle, Wyclif, Trevisa) ; distinguishing 
excellence XVII; mark of honour XVIII. 
- (O)F. - L. disti·nctiVE. xv. f. distinct-, 
pp. stem of L. distinguere+-IVE. 

distingue dist~e·IJgei, [[dist£ge having an air 
of distinction. XIX (Byron). F., pp. of dis
tinguer - L. distinguere DISTINGUISH. 

distinguish disti·IJwiJ divide into classes; 
make, or mark as, different; perceive plainly; 
make prominent. XVI. irreg. f. (O)F. dis
tinguer or L. distinguere (adopted earlier as 
tdistingue XIV)+ -ISH 2

; cf. extinguish. 

distort dist5·Jt give a twist to, lit. and fig. 
XVI (C'tess Pembroke). f. distort-, pp. stem 
of L. distorquere, f. dis- DIS- I + torquere 
twist. So disto·rTION. XVI. - L.; in F. 
distor~ion, See TORT, 

DISUSE 

distract distrre·kt draw away or in different 
directions. XIV (Wyclif). f. distract-, pp. 
stem of L. distrahere, f. dis- DIS- I+ trahere 
draw, drag; see TRACT. So distra·CTION. 
xv. - L.; so F. (xrv). 

distrain distrei·n (hist.) force to perform 
an obligation by the seizure of a chattel, 
etc. XIII ; levy a distress XIV; in various 
casual senses 'press', 'compress', 'oppress', 
'strain out' XIV (R. Rolle, Ch., etc.). ME. 
destreyne- OF. destreign-, pres. stem of 
destreindre = Pr. destrenher :- L. distringere 
(see STRINGENT). Aphetic STRAIN, 

distrait distrei· having the attention dis
tracted. XVIII (Chesterfield). F., pp. of 
distraire DISTRACT. (jJ In ME. (Ch.; XIV-XV) 
'greatly perplexed'- OF. destrait. 

distraught distr5·t mentally distracted XIV 
(Gower); mentally deranged xv. Altera
tion of (pp.) adj. distract by assim. to 
straught, pp. of STRETCH. 

distress distre·s (dial.) strain, stress; strain 
of adversity; (leg.) act of distraining. XIII 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). - OF. destre(s)ce, 
-esse (mod. detresse) = Pr. destreissa :
Gallo-Rom. *districtia (cf. angustia ANGUISH, 
f. angustus), f. pp. stem of L. distringere 
DISTRAIN. So distre·ss vb. XIV. -AN. de
stresser, OF. -ecier, f. the sb. Aphetic STRESS. 

distribute distri·bjut deal out in portions. 
xv. f. distribiit-, pp. stem of L. distribuere, 
f. dis- DIS- I+ tribuere grant, assign (cf. 
TRIBUTE). So distribu·TION. XIV. - (O)F. 
orL. 

district di·strikt tterritory under the juris
diction of a feudal lord; portion of territory 
marked off for a purpose (various spec. uses) 
xvn; region, quarter XVIII. -F. district 
- medL. districtus (power of) exercising 
justice, territory involved in this, f. district-, 
pp. stem of distringere DISTRAIN. 

distringas distri·IJg~es (leg.) writ directing 
a sheriff to distrain. xv. L., 'thou shalt dis
train', znd pers. sg. pres. subj. of distringere 
DISTRAIN. 

distrust distrt..•st tintr. be suspicious of xv 
(Lydg.); trans. not to trust XVI. f. DIS- 3 + 
TRUST, after F. defier ( cf. DEFY) or L. diffidere. 

disturb dist;:i·.1b tdeprive of (AncrR.) ; 
agitate (lit. and fig.) xm. ME. desto(u)rben 
-OF. desto(u)rber = Pr. destorbar (cf. It. 
sturbare)- L. disturbdre, f. dis- DIS- 2+ 
turbdre disorder, disturb, f. turba tumult, 
crowd. So distu·rbANCE. XIII (RG!ouc.). 
- OF. desto(u)rbance. 

disuse disjfrz tmake (a person) unaccus
tomed XIV (Barbour); tmisuse, abuse XIV 
(Wyclif); cease to use xv. -OF. desuser. 
Hence disuse sb. disju·s xv. See DIS- 3, 6 
and USE. 
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DISYLLABLE 

disyllable, diss- disi-labl word or metrical 
foot of two syllables. XVI (dissillable). 
-F. dissyllabe, tdissill-- L. disyllabus- Gr. 
disullabos, f .. di- DI-2 +sullabe SYLLABLE. 
The sp. with ss was regular XVI--XVIII and 
is still common, the etymol. sp. with s being 
first favoured by scholars in XIX, So di(s)
sylla·brc. xvn (Jonson). -F. (XVI), f. 
L. disyllabus. 

ditch ditJ long narrow excavation OE.; 
(dial.) embankment, dike XVI. OE. die, corr. 
to OFris., OS. dik ditch, dike (Du. dijk), 
MHG. tich (G. teich pond, pool), ON. diki 
ditch, DIKE; a word of the Balti<: coast, of 
unkn. origin. Hence ditch vb. surround 
with a ditch, dig ditches in XIV; (orig. U.S.) 
throw into a ditch XIX; not repr. OE. dician 
dig, make an embankment. 

dither dH~a.t quake, quiver. XVII. Var. of 
(dial.) didder (XIV), orig. and still north., of 
symbolic origin. 

dithyramb di·pirremb Greek choric hymn 
in honour of Dionysus (Bacchus) XVII; in
flated discourse XIX. - L. dithyrambus - Gr. 
dithurambos. So dithyra·mbic. XVII. 

dittany di-t~ni labiate plant Origanum 
Dictamnus. XIV. Late ME. ditane, diteyne 
-OF. ditan, ditain :- medL. dictamu-s, for 
L. dictamnu-s, -um- Gr. diktamnon, re
puted to be f. Dikte the mountain in 
Crete, a well-known habitat of the plant. 
The trisyllabic form (detany) appears xv; 
it depends on medL. ditaneum, late L. 
dictanmium. 

ditto di-tou tof the said month; gen. the 
aforesaid, the same XVII; duplicate, copy; 
pl. suit of the same stuff througl:.out XVIII. 
- It. ditto, Tuscan var. of detto said :- L. 
dictu-s, pp. of dicere say (see DICTION); orig., 
as in It., used to avo;d repetitiQn of the 
name of a month, e.g. 'li 22 di dkembre .. 
li 26 detto' (the 22 Dec .•. the 26th afore
said); extended in Eng. commercial usage 
to 'the same commodity, place, person, or 
amount'. Cf. F., G., Du. dito. abbrev. do. 

dittography dit;>•grafi (palreogr.) uninten
tional writing of a letter, word, or passage 
twice. XIX. f. Gr. dittos double+-GRAPHY. 

ditty di-ti song, lay XIII ; twords of a song, 
theme XVL ME. dite(e)- OF. dite com
position, treatise :- L. dicttitum, :>b. use of 
n. pp. of dicttire express in language, com
pose (see DICTATE). 

ditty-bag di-tibreg sailor's bag for small 
necessaries. XIX. So di·tty-box, used by 
American fishermen. Of unkn. origin. 

diuretic daijure·tik exciting excretion or 
discharge of urine. xv. - (O)F. diuretique 
or L. diiireticus- Gr. diouretikos, f. diourefn 
urinate, f. did through+oaron URlNE. 

diurnal dai~·m<~l occupying a day; oc
curring daily XV; of the day XVII. - late L. 
diurntilis, f. diurnus, f. dies day; cf. DIARY, 
]OURNAL, 

DIVERT 

diva di·va prima donna. xrx. It., 'goddess' 
:- L. diva female divinity, sb. use of fern. 
of divus divine, sb. god, rei. to deus (see 
DEITY). 

divagation daiv<Jgei·J<~n deviation, digres
sion. XVI, f. L. divag(it-, -ari, f. DI-\ DIS- I 

+vagtiri wander; see VAGUE, -ATION. 
divan divre·n, daivre·n Oriental council of 
state; court of justice, council chamber xvr ; 
long seat against the wall of a room XVIII ; 
smoking-room with lounges XIX. - F. divan 
or It. divano- Turk. divan- Arab. diwtin, 
dizvtin- Pers. devtin (now diwiin) (orig.) 
brochure, (hence) collection of poems, 
muster-roll, register, account-book, office of 
accounts, custom-house, tribunal, court, 
council chamber, (cushioned) bench. Cf. 
DEWAN, DOUANE. t;jJ The word has become 
CEur. 

divaricate daivre·rikeit stretch or spread 
apart. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. divarictire, f. 
dis- DI-1 + varictire stretch (the legs) asunder, 
f. ·varicus straddling; see VARICOSE, -ATE3

• 

So di:varicA·TION. XVI. 
dive daiv plunge into or under water; tra':'s. 
OE.; intr. xm. OE. dyfan wk. trans. dzp, 
submerge = ON. dyja :- *dziiJjan, f. Germ. 
*duo-; OE. diifan str. intr. did not survive, 
being replaced by the wk. form (cf. pp. 
tbedoven, = MDu. beldzlven), belonging to 
the Germ. series *dauo- *deuo- *duo-, 
parallel to *daup- *deup- *dup- DEEP, DIP. 
Hence dive sb. xvn; in the U.S. sense of 
'low resort for drinking, etc.' from the 
sense of the vb. 'dart out of sight'. 

diverge daiv;l·.td3 proceed on a different 
course. xvn. - medL. dit•ergere, f. L. di•
DI-1+•vergere bend, incline, VERGE. So di
ve·rgENT, -ENCE. XVII. 

divers dai·v:uz tdifferent, diverse; (arch.) 
sundry, several, many. XIII. ME. divers, 
diverse- (O)F. divers, fern. diverse = It., 
Sp. diverso - L. diversus contrary, hostile, 
separate, different, prop. pp. of divertere 
DIVERT. 'Vhen divers became the established 
form in the second sense the final s became 
z, as in the pl. of sbs. So diverse daiv;l·.ts 
different; tdivers, sundry. xm (RG!ouc.). 
Identical in origin with prec., in later use 
differentiated fro::n it in form and pronunc. 
(cf. adverse, inverse), with restriction to the 
sense of the orig. L. So dive·rSITY. XIV 
(R. Rolle). - (O)F.- L. dive·rsiFY. xv. 
-OF. diversifier- medL. diversijictire. 

divert daiv;)•Jt turn aside xv (Lydg.); dis
tract XVI; entertain, amuse XVII. - F. 
divertir = Sp. divertir, It. divertire- L. 
divertere turn out of the way, leave one's 
husband (cf. DIVORCE), differ (cf. devertere 
turn aside), f. dis- m-1 +vertere turn (see 
WORTH 2). So dive·rSION. XVII. -late L. 
(medical term, like diversion in OF.); the 
mil. use mav be immed. - F. diversion or 
It. diversi01ie. diverticulum -i·kjt\lam 
tbypath XVI; (anat.) side-branch of a pro
cess XIX. L. ; earlier tdiverticle (xv). 



DIVES 

dives dai·viz (leg.) in dives costs costs on 
the ordinary scale )(pauper costs costs on a 
lower scale imposed on a plaintiff who sued 
in forma pauperis. XIX. L. 'rich', 'rich man' 
(occurring in the parable in Luke xvi and 
gen. taken as the proper name of the rich 
man in that parable). 

divest daive·st strip of covering; dispossess. 
XVII (Sh.). refash. on L. models in DI- of 
earlier devest {XVI)- OF. devestir, desvestir 
(mod. devetir) = It. (di)svestire- Rom. *dis
vestire; see DIS- 4, VEST. 

divide divai·d separate (trans. & intr.) into 
parts XIV (PP!., Ch., Wyclif); part (an 
assembly) into separately voting groups XVI. 
- L. dividere cleave, apportion, separate, 
remove, f. dis- DI-1 + "'videre, f. IE. "'widh-, 
repr. also by L. viduus, -a WIDOW, Skr. vind
hdte is empty. Cf. DEVISE1• So dividend 
di·vid;md portion of anything divided xv; 
quantity to be divided XVI. -A~. dividende 
- L. dividendum, sb. use of n. gerundive of 
dividere. divi·dER 1• XVI; pl. dividing com
passes XVIII. diviSION divi·3;}n XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif, Gower); spec. {math.) XIV; {mus.) 
execution of a rapid melodic passage, such 
a passage itself, run (so applied from the 
splitting of notes up into smaller ones); 
portion of an army or fleet XVI. - OF. devi
siun (mod. division)- L. divisor divai'Z;}l 
(math.) xv.- F. or L.; see -oR1• 

divine1 divai·n pert. to God or a god; god
like; heavenly XIV (Ch., Wyclif, Gower); 
of surpassing excellence xv. ME. devine, 
divine- OF. devin, fern. -ine,later, by assim. 
to L., divin(e) = Pr. devin, Sp., It. divino 
- L. divinu-s, f. divus godlike, god, rei. to 
deus god:- "'deiwos, whence L. Dieslpiter, 
voc. Juppiter ( cf. JOVE and TUESDAY) ; see 
-INE, So diviDITY divi·niti. XIV. - (O)F. 
- L. divinitds, in Christian use tr. Gr. 8£LOT1JS 
)( 8£0T1JS DEITY, 

divine• divai·n tsoothsayer, seer; ecclesi
astic, theologian. XIV. ME. devine - OF. 
devin (;- L. divinu-s soothsayer), later divin 
theologian, after medL. divinus doctor of 
divinity, theologian; sb. use of prec. 

divine3 divai·n make out as by super
natural insight; practise divination. XIV 
(PPI., Ch., Trevisa). ME. devine- {O)F. 
deviner, f. devin DIVINE\ after L. divindre 
foretell, predict. So divinA'TION. XIV (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). 

divorce div3•Js legal dissolution of mar
riage. xrv (PPI., Wyclif). - (O)F. divorce, 
corr. to Sp. divorcio, It. divorzio- L. di
vortium separation, divorce, f. divortere, 
var. of divertere DIVERT. So divo·rce vb. 
XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. divorcer- late L. di
vortidre. Hence divorcEE· divorced person. 
xrx; more freq. in F. form divorce( e). 
divo·rceMENT. XVI (Tinda!e, Matt. v JI). 

divot di·v;}t piece of turf. XVI. orig. Sc. 
deva(i)t, dewot, difjat, defett, divat, duvat; 
of unkn. origin. Now gen. familiar from its 
use in the laws of golf. 

DO 

divulge daiv~>.·ld3, di- tpublish abroad xv; 
reveal (something secret) XVII. - L. divul
gare make commonly or publicly known, 
f. dis- DI-1+vulgtire publish, propagate, f. 
vulgus common people (cf. VULGAR). The 
pronunc. with d3, instead of g as in F. 
divulguer, is pro b. due to the sp.-ge. So di·
vulgATE3, -A'TION. XVI. - L. 

divvers di·v;}JZ tDivinity Moderations in 
the University of Oxford; see -ER6• XIX. 

divvy di·vi colloq. deriv. ofDIVIIDEND+-v8
• 

XIX. 
dixie di·ksi iron kettle or pot. XIX. -Hind. 

degchi (repr. by occas. dechsie) -Hindi 
degachi, -chd, Panjabi dekachi, -cha- Pers. 
degcha, dim. of deg, dig iron pot, kettle. 

dizen dai·zn, di·zn tdress (a distaff) with 
flax XVI; (arch. and dial.) dress up, deck out, 
BEDIZEN XVII. f. base repr. by the first sy!l. 
of DISTAFF ; cf. MDu. dis en, perh. the immed. 
source. See -EN5 • 

dizzy di-zi (dial.) foolish, stupid OE.; 
giddy XIV. OE. dysig = OFris. dusig, MDu. 
dosech, dosech, LG. dus(g, diisig giddy, OHG. 
tusic foolish, weak, f. \VGerm. *dus-, found 
also in OE. dys(e)lic foolish, LG. dusen be 
giddy, and with l-suffix in LG. diisel giddi
ness, MDu. diiselen (Du. duizelen) be giddy 
or stupid; see -Y1• 

djereed, djinn see JEREED, JINN. 
do1 dil pt. did, pp. done dAn trans. A. put, 

place (cf, DOFF, DO:-:\ DOUT, DUP); B. per
form, execute; C. cause; D. as auxiliary of 
tense. OE. intr. A. act (in a specified way) 
OE.; B. fare, get on XIII (Cursor M.); C. (in 
perf. tenses) make an end XIV (R. Man
nyng); D. be (well or ill) xv; E. serve the 
purpose, suffice XVI (Sh.). OE. don, pt. 
dyde, pp. gedon, of which the pt. dyde is 
isolated amongst the Germ. langs., the 
others having forms corr. to OE. pl. dfidon, 
Anglian dedon (a type which survived only 
into ME.), viz. OFris. dua(n), dede, deden, 
den, OS. don, doan, deda, dedun, gidon (Du. 
doen, deed, deden, gedaan), OHG. tuo(a)n, 
teta, tatum, getdn (G. tun, tat, getan). 
In OE. dom is found in late Nhb. beside 

the usual do in 1st pers. sg. pres. incl.; OE. 
znd and 3rd pers. sg. dest, deP (:- "'doist, 
"'doip) were supplanted in ME. by dost, doth, 
beside which doest du·ist, doeth du•ip were 
formed later and became restricted to non
auxiliary uses. OE. prp. donde was super
seded by doing (xrv). The OE. pp. gedon, in 
which the prefix was constant, became idon, 
don, mod. done, with change of vowel as 
in dost, doth, and does (which descends from 
late Nhb. doas, does, north. ME. dos, diis). 
This CWGerm. vb., the history of which 

remains in some points obscure, is based on 
a widespread IE. "'dho- "'dhe- *dhfl-, repr. 
by Skr. dddhtimi put, lay (with pf. dadhdu, 
corr. to OFris., OS. dede, OHG. teta), 
Arm. d/nem, Gr. tithemi I place (cf. THEME), 
L. falc ere make, do (pt. fi!ici, corr. to Gr. 
aor. e/thelka), -do, -dere in addere ADD, 
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DO 

condere (see CONDITION), Lith. deti, 081. 
deti put, lay. Cf. DEED, DOOM, -DOM, and 
CREED. The meaning 'avail, suffice' is prob. 
much older than the date of our present 
evidence, and may derive partly from ON. 
gera make, do (e.g. pat mun ekki gera 
that won't do). 

do 2, doh dou (mus.) first note of the scale in 
solmization. xvm. -It. do (noted as of 
recent introduction by Lorenzo Penna in 'Li 
Primi Albori Musicali', 1672), said to be a 
modification of du, altered inversion of UT. 

doab du·;Jb, dou·;Jb tract between two con
fluent rivers. XIX (Wellington, Heber). 
-Hind.- Pers. diiiib, i.e. do, TWO, iib water. 

doat var. of DOTE. 

Dobbin dOl·bin typical name for a draught 
horse, farm horse. XVI (Sh.). Proper name, 
var. of Robbin, Robin, pet form of Robert. 

dobe, dobie, doby (U.S.) see ADOBE. 

docent dou·s;~nt tadj. teaching XVII; sb. 
(U.S.) teacher in a college or university 
(after G.) 1890. - L. docent-, -i!ns, prp. of 
doci!re teach; see DOCTOR, -ENT. 

Docetic douse·tik, -i'tik pert. to the Docet~e, 
sect which held that Christ's body was not 
human but only appeared to be so. XIX. f. 
medL. Doci!tm- Gr. Doki!tai, f. dokefn seem, 
appear; see -I c. 

dochmiac dOl·kmi~ek (Gr. pros.) pert. to 
the dochmius, s-syllabled foot of which the 
typical form is u - - u -. xvm. - Gr. 
dokhmiak6s, f. synon. d6khmios oblique. 

docile dou·sail, dOl·sail teachable xv; tract
able xvm. - L. docilis, f. doci!re teach; see 
DOCTOR, -ILE, and cf. F. docile (XVI). 

dock1 dOlk coarse weedy herb, of genus 
Rumex. OE. docce (also in suridocce, zouduJ
docce sorrel), pl. doccan, corr. to MDu. 
dockeJblaederen (whence G. dockenbliitter) 
patience dock, ODa. dJdokke ( = OE. 
eaJdocce water-dock). t;l[ Hence Gael., Ir. 
dogha, OF. (Norm. dial.) doque. 

dock• dOlk solid fleshy part of a horse's tail; 
crupper XIV; cut end, stump XVI. perh. 
identical with OE. dacca (or -e) in finger
doccan finger-muscles, and corr. to Fris. dok 
bunch, ball (of twine, etc.), (M)LG. dokke 
bundle of straw, OHG. tocka (south G. 
docke) doll; the meanings point to a basic 
sense 'something round'. Hence dock vb. 
cut short, curtail. XIV (Ch., Wyclif). 

dock" dOlk tbed, hollow (or creek) in which 
a ship rests, esp. at low water XIV; artificial 
basin for the reception of ships xv. - MLG., 
MDu. docke (mod. dok), of unkn. origin; 
from Du. and Eng. the word has passed into 
German (dock), Scandinavian (Sw. docka, 
Da. dokke), and French (dock). Hence dock 
vb. XVI. do·ckER1 dweller near docks xvm; 
dock labourer XIX. 

DODDER 

dock4 d;)k enclosure in a criminal court where 
the prisoner stands his trial XVI (Warner, 
B. Jonson). prob. at first a word of rogues' 
cant and identical with the word repr. by 
Flem. dok cage, fowl-pen, rabbit-hutch, 
of unkn. origin. From c. r62o to c. 1820 
current mainly in tbail-dock (BAIL); fami
liarized XIX mainly through the writings of 
Dickens. 

docket d;)·kit tsummary, minute xv; ab
stract, memorandum, register XVI ; endorse
ment, label XVIII. Of unkn. origin, poss. f. 
DOCK 2 +-ET; also sp. dogget (xv-xvn); cf. 
AL. doggetwn (xv). Hence do·cket vb. XVII. 

doctor d;)·kt;).J teacher; one highly pro
ficient in a branch of learning or holding 
the highest university degree; spec. doctor 
of medicine, (hence) medical practitioner. 
XIV. -OF. doctour - L. doctor, doctorem 
teacher, f. doct-, pp. stem of docere teach, 
causative corr. to discere learn(:- *di-dc-sc6), 
referred to an IE. base *dok- *dek-, as in 
Gr. dokefn seem good (cf. DOGMA), diddskein 
learn (cf. DIDACTIC), L. decet it is fitting (cf. 
DECENT), decus (cf. DECOROUS), dexter right 
(cf. DEXTEROUS), Skr. daj:asydti is gracious, 
ddkSati. Hence do·ctress, do·ctoress 
female doctor xv. f. DOCTOR+-ESs\ after 
F. tdoctoresse, late L. doctric-, doctrix, 
whence Eng. tdoctrice xv-xvr. 

doctrine d;)·ktrin that which is taught; 
tinstruction, lesson. XIV. (Wycl. Bible, Ch.). 
- (O)F. doctrine- L. doctrina teaching, 
learning, f. doctor (see prec.). So doctrinAL1 

dOlktrai·n;}l, dOl·ktrin;}l. XV. -late L. doc
triniilis (Isidore); earlier as sb. 'text-book' 
(xv) after OF. doctrinal, medL. doctriniile 
(sb. use of n. adj.). doctrinaire d;)ktrine;}·.r 
orig. one of a F. political party (soon after 
r8rs) which aimed at an ideal of reconcilia
tion of extremes; (hence) pedantic theorist. 

document dOl·kjumant tinstruction; tevi
dence xv; something written, etc. furnish
ing evidence XVIII. - (O)F. document = Sp., 
It. documento- L. documentum lesson, proof, 
instance, specimen, in medL. written instru
ment, official paper, f. doci!re teach; see prec. 
and -MENT. Hence as vb. tinstruct XVII; 
furnish with documents (as evidence) XVIII; 
cf. F. documenter. Whence documentA·
TION. XVIII. 

dod d;)d euph. alteration of GoD, surviving 
dial. and in (U.S.) dod burn, drat; dod
blamed, -dumed, -rotted, etc. 

dodder1 dn·d;J.I parasitic genus of con
volvulaceous plants, Cuscuta. XIII. ME. 
doder, corr. to MLG. dod(d)er, MHG. toter 
(G. dotter). The formal similarity to OS. 
dodro (MDu. doder, Du. door, dooier), OHG. 
totoro, tutariei (G. dotter), rei. further to OE. 
dydrin yolk of egg, has suggested ult. con
nexion, but proof is wanting. 

dodder 2 d;)•d;J.r (dial.) tremble, shake XVII; 
totter, potter XIX. var. of or parallel form 
to tdadder (dadir 'frigucio', Catholicon 
Anglicum). Hence do·dderY1 xx. 
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DODDERED 

doddered dZ~·d;ud used, after Dryden 
(r684), of old oaks that have lost the top or 
branches; expl. erron. by J. as 'overgrown 
with dodder'; altered form, simulating a pp., 
of doddard (Dryden, 1693), f. dod poi!, lop 
(of hair XIII, of trees xv). f. an el. of unkn. 
origin+ -ard, as in pollard; cf. doddle oak 
(Holland, r6or), and dial. dodderel pollard. 

dodecagon doude·k;}g;m (geom.) 12-sided 
plane figure. XVII. - Gr. dodekdgonon, f. 
d6deka rz (f. d6 Two+deka TEN)+-gonos 
-angled, gonia angle. So do:decaHE'DRON. 
XVI (Billingsley). -Gr. do:decasY·LLABLE. 
XVIII. 

dodge dZ~d3 palter, haggle, trifle XVI; avoid 
an encounter with; move to and fro, keep 
shifting position XVII. Of unkn. origin. sb. XVI. 

dodkin see DOIT. 
dodo dou·dou extinct bird of Mauritius. 

XVII ('a strange fowle, which I had at the 
Iland mauritius, called by y• portingalls a 
DoDo', I628, 'the Dodar (a blacke Indian 
bird)', 1 634). - Pg. doudo simpleton, fool; 
applied to the bird because of its clumsy 
appearance. 

doe dou female of the fallow deer OE. ; 
female of hare or rabbit. XVII. OE. da, of 
unkn. origin; adoption from Celtic has been 
suggested (cf. Corn. da, Ir. dam ox, stag), 
but if a native word it may corr. to Alemanic 
de in place-names, e.g. Delbrunnen, Deiu;ald; 
ult. connexion with MDu. dame, OHG. 
tamo, damo (G. dam- in dambock, damhirsch, 
damwild), which appear to be - L. dama 
fallow-deer, presents serious difficulties. 

doff dof put or take off XIV; (techn.) strip 
the slivers of wool, etc., from the carding
cylinders XIX. ME. dof, dojje, contr. of 
do of(Je), OE. don of, of don take off, remove; 
see DO', OFF, and cf. DON', DOUT, dial. dup, 
for do up, i.e. open. (jJ Recorded as a 
northernism by Ray, by J. as 'obsolete, and 
scarcely used except by rustics'; restored 
to literary use by Scott. 

dog dog quadruped of the genus Canis. 
Late OE. docga (once in a gloss; also g. pl. 
in place-names, doggeneford, doggeneberwe), 
of unkn. origin; pro b. orig. denoting a 
large or powerful kind, the gen. term being 
hund HOUND, which dog finally displaced in 
this status; it has been adopted in Germ. 
and Rom.langs., usu. with a limited applica
tion, e.g. bulldog, mastiff (at first with the 
epithet 'English'); e.g. Du. dog, tdogghe, 
LG., G. dogge, tdock, Norw. dogge, Sw. 
dogg, F. dogue, also bouledogue, Sp., Pg., It. 
dogo. (jJ For the formation of the OE. word 
cf. the animal-names frocga FROG, *picga 
PIG, *stacga STAG, *sucga in hregsucga hedge
sparrow, *wicga beetle in EARWIG. ON. 
dugga useless fellow has been compared. 
Hence dog vb. follow like a dog. XVI. 
dogged do·gid ill-conditioned XIV; tcanine 
xv; pertinacious XVIII; see -ED2

, and cf. 
crabbed, of similar date. 

In various comps. dog- renders L. or Gr. 

DOlT 

names, as dog rose (xvi, dogs rose), medL. 
rosa canina, repr. L. cynorrodon (Pliny)- Gr. 
kun6rodon, f. kuno-, kuon HOVND+rhodon 
ROSE; dog's tooth (xvi), medL. dens canis; 
dog star Sirius (xvi), Gr. kui3n, L. canicula; 
dog days (xvi), L. dies caniculares (see CANI
CULAR); dog-tooth eye-tooth (XIV), pointed 
ornament (XIX). In dog-sleep (xvm), dog
watch (xvii) there is a reference to the light 
or fitful sleep of a dog. 

doge doud3 chief magistrate of the re
publics of Venice and Genoa. XVI. -F. 
doge- It. doge- Venetian doze:- L. ducem, 
dux leader ; cf. DUCE, DUKE. So dogate 
dou·geit office of a doge. XVIII. - F. dogat 
-It. (Venetian) dogato, f. doge; see -ATE1

• 

dogger dZ~·g;u two-masted fishing vessel. 
XIV. - MDu. dogger trawler, fishing-boat 
(Du. dogger cod-fisher), obscurely rei. to 
MDu. dogge (in ten dogge varen go to the 
cod-fishing; early Du. dogghe boot large 
barque), which appears to be repr. in Ice!. 
fiskijduggur pl. used of Eng. fishing-boats 
visiting Iceland in I4I3 (cf. duggari one of 
the crew of a dogger, and Eng. dogger occas. 
so used XVI). Also tdogger-boat (xvu- Du.); 
Dogger Bank (Du. Daggers bank) name of 
a great shoal in the North Sea, also called 
t Dogger-sands. 

dogg(e)rel dZ~·g(~)r;,l ill-constructed or 
mean verse. XIV. In earliest use adj. in rym 
dogerel (Ch.), presumably f. DOG (with con
temptuous implication as in dog Latin, tdog 
rime xvu)+·EREL. 

doggo do·gou (sl.) lie doggo lie quiet, re
main hid. XIX. app. f. DoG+-o, with ref. 
to the light sleeping of dogs and the difficulty 
of telling when their eyes are shut whether 
they are asleep. 

dog-gone d;:>·g;:>n (U.S. sl.) confound I 
damn! XIX. app. development of earlier 
dog on it (etc.), of obscure origin, as a euph. 
substitute for God damn it. Cf. Sc. dagone I 
deuce take it ! 

dogma d;rgm;~ tenet m: doctrine laid down. 
XVII. - L. dogma philosophical tenet - Gr. 
dogma, dogmat- opinion, tenet, decree, f. 
dokefn seem, seem good, think, suppose 
(cf. DOCTOR). So dogma·tiC, -ICAL. XVII. 
-late L. dogmaticus- Gr. dogmatik6s; so F. 
-tique. do·gmatiSM XVII, -IST XVI. -F. do·g· 
matiZE. xvrr (A.V., Pref.). -F. or late L. 

doily doi·li twoollen stuff for summer 
wear xvn (Doily Petticoat, Dryden) ; small 
ornamental napkin or mat XVIII (Dailey-· 
napkin, Swift). f. name of Dailey, Dayley, 
who according to Samuel Pegge kept a 
linen-draper's shop in the Strand, London; 
see also 'Spectator' No. 283 (1712), 'Philo
sophical Transactions' XXXIV (1727) 222. 

doit doit small Dutch coin. XVI. - MLG. 
doyt = MDu. duit, deuyt, perh. to be con
nected with ON. ]Jveit small ~oin, prop. 
piece cut off, f. pvita cut. MDu. dim. doytkin 
was repr. by ME. doydekin (xv), later dodkin. 
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DOITED 

doited doi-tid (Sc.) of unsound mind, 
foolish. xv (Wyntoun). Perh. var. of doted 
(x1v) pp. of DOTE, but oi is obscure. 

doldrums da·ldramz low spirits; becalmed 
state of a ship, region of calms. XIX. prob. 
orig. dial. or sl. f. dol DULL, perh. after 
tantrums. 

dole1 doul tpart, portion OE.; (arch.) lot, 
share, fate XIII; portion doled out XIV. OE. 
diil :- *dailaz; see DEAL1 • Hence dole vb. 
XV, 

dole• doul (arch. and dial.) grief, sorrow, 
lamentation. xm. ME. dol, with variants 
doe[, deol, del (obs. before 1500), dul, duil 
(surviving in Sc. dule)- OF. dol, doel, duel, 
etc. (mod. deuil mourning) :- pop.L. dolu-s, 
f. L. dolere (see DOLOUR). Hence do·leFUL 2

• 

XIII (LaJ.). 

dolerite da·larait mineral allied to basalt. 
XIX. - F. dolerite (Hai.iy), f. Gr. doler6s 
deceptive; so named from the difficulty of 
discriminating its constituents; see -ITE. 

dolichocephalic da:likousifre·lik (ethnol.) 
long-headed )(brachycephalic. XIX. f. Gr. 
doliklz6s LONG+ kephafe HEAD+-!C. 

doll dal tmistress XVI; child's toy-baby 
XVII; pretty but silly woman XIX. Pet-form 
of the female name Dorothy (e.g. Doll Tear
sheet in Sh. '2 Henry IV', Doll Common in 
B. Jonson's 'The Alchemist'); r becomes l 
as in Hal, Sal, Moll, for Harry, Sarah, 
Mary. Hence dolly da·li in same senses 
XVII ; also applied to contrivances having a 
fancied resemblance to a doll XVIII ; SEE -Y6• 

dollar da·l;u German taler; Spanish peso 
or piece of eight (i.e. eight reales) XVI; stan
dard unit of coinage in U.S.A., Canada, etc., 
equivalent to roo cents XVIII. -early Flem., 
LG. daler (Du. daalder)- G. taler (formerly 
also thaler), short for Joachimst(h)aler, ap
plied to a silver coin made from metal 
obtained in Joachimst(h)al (i.e. 'Joachim's 
valley') in the Erzgebirge, Germany; thence 
also It. tallero. The forms doler, dolor 
appeared XVI, dollar, dollar XVII. 

dollop d<>·t:~p ttuft, clump XVI; shapeless 
lump XIX. perh. of Scand. origin (cf. 1\;orw. 
dial. dolp lump). 

Dolly Varden du·li vii·Jdan name of a 
character in Dickens's 'Barnaby Rudge', 
applied to (r) a large hat with one side bent 
downward and abundantlY trimmed with 
flowers, (2) a print frock \~ith large flower 
pattern, (3) a Californian trout or char. 

dolman d<>·lman Turk's long robe open in 
front XVI (dolyman); hussar's uniform jacket 
worn with sleeves hanging loose; woman's 
mantle with cape-like appendages XIX. In 
the first sense- F. doliman, in the second 
- F. dolman- G. dolman- ::Vlagyar dolmany; 
all ult. - Turk. doliimtin. 

dolmen du·lmen cromlech. -F. dolmen 
(dolmin Latour d'Auvergne 1796, dolmine 
LeGrand d'Aussy 1798), expl. by Legonidec 

DOMAIN 

(1821) as Breton tol table, men stone; but 
the Breton form would be *taolvean, *tolven, 
and the F. word prob. repr. inexactly 
Cornish tolmen 'hole of stone', applied to 
enormous blocks of stone found in Cornwall 
poised on two supporting points so that an 
aperture is left beneath; cf. Maen tol, 
Cornish place-name in OE. charter of 785. 

dolomite d<J•l<Jmait (min.) native carbonate 
of lime and magnesia. XVIII. -F. dolomite, 
also dolomie, f. name of Sylvain Dolomieu, 
French geologist (r7so-1802); see -ITF.. 

dolour, U.S. dolor d<J·l;~:c tpain; grief, 
sorrow XIV. -OF. dolor, -our (mod. douleur) 
= Pr., Sp. dolor, It. dolore :- L. dolorem, 
dolor, rei. to dolere suffer pain or grief (cf. 
DOLE 2

). So do·lorous. XIV. - OF. doleros 
(mod. douloureux) - late L. dol6r6sus. 

dolphin du•lfin cetaceous mammal re
sembling the porpoise, Delphinus delphis 
XIII; constellation Delphinus xv (Lydg.); 
dorado XVII; black bean aphis xvm. Three 
types of form have been current: (i) delfyn, 
delphin - L. delphinus- Gr. delphin-, delphis 
(cf. Sp. delfin, It. deljino); (ii) dalphyn- OF. 
daulphin (see DAUPHIN) = Pr. daljin :-Rom. 
*daljinu-s; (iii) doljyn, dolphin, app. Eng. 
alterations of (ii). Cf. DELPHIN. 

dolt doult dull fellow, blockhead. XVI. 
prob. earlier in dial. use, and rei. to i'dold 
(xv) numb, and dol(l), var. of DULL. 

dom1 dum A. Pg. title of dignity; B. title 
prefixed to the name of Benedictines and 
Carthusians XVIII. In A, Pg. dom == Sp. 
DON 2 

:- L. dominu-s master (spec. of a 
household), f. domus house, f. *dem-, as in 
Vedic ddm pdtis, pdtir ddn master of the 
house, Gr. desp6tes DESPOT (:- *dems/pot-). 
In B, shortening of L. dominus DAN. 

dom 2 doum cathedral. XIX. G.,- L. domus 
(Dei) house (of God); cf. DOME. 

-dom d;,m suffix denoting condition or 
state, as in freedom, thraldom, wisdom state 
of being free, a thrall, wise, passing to the 
sense of domain, realm, territory, area, 
region, in christendom, dukedom, kingdom, 
and the like, and to that of experience, as in 
martyrdom. 0£. -dom = OS. -dom (Du. 
-dom), OHG. -tuom (G. -tum), suffixal use 
of OE. dom judgement, statute, jurisdiction, 
D00:\1, OHG. tuom position, condition, dig
nity. It has lent itself easily in recent times 
to occas. and trivial use, as officialdom, 
squiredom, theatredom, topsyturvydom. 

domain domei·n estate, lands, dominions 
XVII ; sphere of thought or action XVIII ; 
lordship, in eminent domain (tr. modL. 
dominium eminens, Grotius) lordship of the 
sovereign power over all property XIX. -F. 
domaine, alteration, by assoc. with L. domi
nium (see DOMIXIO:<r), of OF. demaine, 
demeine DEMES:-iE. CjJ Domayne occurs as a 
var. reading for demayne (i.e. DEMESNE) in 
Wyntoun's Chronicle II 366, and domaine 
[andes is in Skene, 1597. 



DOME 

dome doum (arch.) house, mansion XVI; 
tcathedral church, DOM 2 ; rounded vault, 
cupola XVII; vaulted roof, canopy, etc. XVIII. 
In the first sense - L. domus house (see 
DOMESTIC); in the others- F. dome- It. 
domo, DUOMO house, house of God, cathe
dral, cupola (as a distinguishing feature of 
Italian cathedrals) :- L. domu-s. 

Domesday dii·mzdei the Great Inquisi
tion or Survey of the lands of England made 
in Io86 by order of \Villiam the Conqueror. 
XII (domesdei). ME. form of DOOMSDAY, 
popular appellation (see 'Dialogus de Scac
cario' I xvi) given to the book (tiber de 
Domesday) as being the final and inexorable 
authority on the matters contained in it. 

domestic dome·stik tpert. to the house
hold; pert. to one's country XVI; of the 
house, household-; tame XVII; sb. tinmate 
XVI; household servant XVII. - (O)F. domes
tique - L. domesticus, f. donms house, rei. 
to Gr. domos, Skr. ddmas, OS!. domu, 
Oir. doim in the house, f. IE. *dam- *dem
*'d1J'l- (cf. DESPOT, TAME, TIMBER); for the 
terminal el. of the L. word cf. riisticus 
RUSTic, silviiticus (see SAVAGE), viiiticus (see 
VOYAGE). tDomestical is earlier (xv). So 
dome·sticate doum-, d<>m-. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of medL. domesticiire; see -ATE3• do
mesti·ciTY. xvm; so F. -icite. 

domicile d<>·misail dwelling-place xv; 
place of (permanent) residence XVIII. - (O)F. 
domicile- L. domicilium, f. domus house (see 
prec.). Hence domiciliARY -si·li::>ri XVIII. 

dominant d<>·min:mt ruling, commanding 
(cf. PREDOMINANT) XV; (mus.) pert. to the 
fifth note of the scale of any key (also 
sb.) as dominating it next to the tonic. XIX. 
- (O)F. dominant- L. dominant-, -tins, prp. 
of dominiiri (f. dominus), on the pp. stem 
of which was formed do·minate. XVII ; 
see DOM\ -ANT, -ATE3• dominA•TION exer
cise of rule XIV (Ch.); fourth of the nine 
orders of angels xrv (Trevisa). - (O)F.- L. 

domineer d<>mini;l· .r govern or act imperi
ously, tyrannize (over). XVI (Sh.). - Du. 
tdomineren- F. dominer- L. dominiiri; see 
prec. and -EER 2• 

dominical domi·nik::>l pert. to the Lord or 
the Lord's Day (Sunday). xv. - (O)F. 
dominic a[ or late L. dominiciilis, f. dominicus, 
f. dominus lord, master; see DOM\ -ICAL. 

Dominican domi·nik::>n pert. to (a member 
of) the Order of Friars Preachers (Black 
Friars). XVII. - medL. Dominiciinus (whence 
F. dominicain), f. Dominicus, L. form of 
the name of Domingo de Guzman (St. 
Dominic), rr7o-rzzr, founder of an order 
of preaching friars; see -AN. 

dominie d<>·mini schoolmaster, pedagogue. 
xvu. sp. of L. domine, orig. term of respect
ful address to clerics, voc. case of dominus 
master, lord (see DOM1); cf. tdomine clergy
man (XVII-XVIII), prob. - Du. domine. The 
present currency is due to the character Do
minie Sampson in Scott's 'Guy Mannering', 

DONKEY 

dominion domi·nj::>n lordship, sway xv; 
domains of a feudal lord or sovereign (now, 
the specific designation of some countries 
of the British Commonwealth) XIV; (leg.) 
ownership (L. dominium) xvn. -OF. domi
nion - medL. dominio(n- ), f. dominium pro
perty (cf. CONDOMINIUM), f. dominus master, 
lord (see DOM1). 

domino d<>·minou A. cloak with a half
mask worn at masquerades, person wearing 
this XVIII; the mask itselfxrx; B. rectangular 
piece used in the game (dominoes) having 
the under side black and the upper blank or 
marked with pips XIX. - F. domino priest's 
winter cloak with hood (xvr), hooded 
masquing garment, name of the game 
(xvm); presumably a deriv. of L. dominus 
(see DOM1). The marked difference of use 
(A and B) has not been satisfactorily 
accounted for; the assoc. of the second with 
the first by reference to the black back of 
the pieces and the attribution of the game 
to an abbot Domino lack confirmation. 
From the use of domino! at the end of the 
game it has been generalized as an int. for 
'full up!' and as marking the completion of 
an action. 

don' d<>n (arch., dial.) put on. XIV (Ch.). In 
early use also d'on, do'n; contr. of do on; 
no' (in the sense 'put'). ON adv.; after c. I65o 
retained in pop. use in north. dial. ; revived 
in literary use by Scott, like DOFF. Walker 
marks don as little used and doff as obsolete. 

don•, Don d<>n Sp. title prefixed to a man's 
Christian name; Sp. lord or gentleman, 
Spaniard ; distinguished or important man, 
(dial.) adept; (in English universities) head, 
fellow, or tutor of a college XVII. Sp. :- L. 
dominu-s. Cf. DAN, DOl\11

• 

dona, also donah, doner dou·n::l (sl.) woman, 
girl. xrx. - Sp. dona (Pg. dona) = It. DONNA 

:- L. domina mistress, lady, f. domus house, 
home (cf. DOMESTIC). 

donate dounei·t (chiefly U.S.) make a gift 
of. XIX. Back-formation from donA·noN. 
xv (Wyntoun). - (O)F.- L., noun of action 
f. doniire, f. donum gift, f. *do- (cf. DATIVE). 
do·natrvE. xv (Lydg.). - L., n. of doniitivus. 
do·noR1 • XV. -AN. donour, OF. doneur :
L. doniitor(em). Hence donEE". XVI. 

Donatist dou·n::>tist one of a Christian sect 
of N. Africa (rv). xv. -late L. Doniitista~ f. 
Donatus (of uncertain identity); see -rsT. 

done dAn pp. of no'. 
donga d<>·IJg;l in S. Africa, ravine or gully 
with steep sides. XIX. Bantu. 

dongola d::>·IJgol::> epithet of a race in which 
a punt or canoe is propelled by paddling by 
equal numbers of either sex; also of a kind 
of leather and a red colour. XIX. f. name of 
a district of the Sudan, N. Africa. 

donjon arch. sp. of DUNGEON. 
donkey d<>·IJki ass. XVIII (Grose). In early 

use pronounced so astor. w. monkey, whence 
the proposed derivs. from DUN1 and from 
the proper name Duncan (cf, dicky, m:ddy), 



DONNA 

donna diJ•n;~ lady; title of courtesy for an 
It. or (instead of doiia, dona) a Sp. or Pg. 
lady. XVII. It. :- L. domina, fern. of dominus 
DON". Cf. PRIMA DONNA. 

donor see DONATE. 

donzella dontse·lla young lady. It., Pr. 
:- Rom. *dominicella, dim. of L. domina 
DAME; cf, DAMSEL, 

doob dub dog's-tooth grass, Cynodon 
Dactylon. xrx. - Hindi diib :- Skr. diirvti. 

doodle du·dl simpleton, noodle xvii; 
(U.S.) Yankee or Union soldier; larva of 
tiger-beetle (also doodle-bug, which was 
applied in 1944 to the 'flying bomb'); aim
less scrawl on paper x.x. In the first sense 
- LG. dudel- in dudeltopf, -dopp simple 
fellow ; the connexion of the other senses is 
doubtful; the last is pro b. rei. to dial. vb. 
doodle fritter time away. 

doolie du·li Indian litter or palanquin. 
XVII (dowle, doola). -Hindi rjJilf, dim. of 
tji5lti swing, cradle, litter :- Skr. dolti, f. dul
swing. 

doom dum (hist.) statute, orqinance; deci
sion, sentence OE. ; trial, judgement XIII ; 
(final) fate XIV. OE. dam = OFris., OS. 
dam ,OHG. tuom, 0~. d6mr, Goth. dams :
CGerm. "'domaz lit. that which is set or 
put, f. *do- place, set, D01• For the sense
development cf. Gr. tlu!mis law (*the- place), 
L. statiitum STATUTE. Hence doom vb. xv. 

doom var. of DOUM. 
doomsday dtl'mzdei Day of Judgement. 

OE. domes dE£g, g. of DOOM and DAY; cf. 
DOMESDAY. So ON. d6msdagr, MDu. 
doem(e)dach. 

doomster du·mst;}.I tjudge xv; (Sc.) offi
cial who formerly recited the judicial sen
tence XVII (Skene). Alteration of demester, 
DEMPSTER, after DOOM. 

door d5;}.I hinged or sliding barrier for 
closing an entrance. (i) OE. duru (fern. 
u-stem) = OFris. dure, OS. duru, corr. to 
other Germ. (orig. pl.) forms with i-stem, 
ODu. do1·i pl. (Du. dew· fern. sg.), OHG. 
turi pl. (G. Wr fern. sg.), 0~. dyrr fern. pl. 
and n., Goth. daurons fern. wk. pl. (ii) OE. 
dor n., pl. doru = OS. dor, (O)HG. tor 
gate, Goth. daur. The IE. base *dhur- is 
repr. also by Skr. dur, dvtir (orig. dual or 
pl.), Gr. tluirti, L. foris (cf. FOREIG::-.-), Oir. 
dorus (:- *dlncorest-), OS!. duirz gate, dvoru 
court, Lith. di:trys gate. The ME. descen
dants of OE. dum and dor coalesced, du1· 
and dore existing beside dure and d01·; the 
form dore lasted from XIII to XVII ; the sp. 
door (from XVI) implies a ME. dijr, which is 
confirmed by Sc. diir (in north. Eng. 'Cath. 
Angl.' dure, duyr, 1483); the local pronunc. 
du;;,.r, which reflects this, has been replaced 
in standard use by d5;}.I; cf. floor. t;!1 If one 
should rime to this word (Restore) he may 
not match him with (Doore) or (Poore) for 
neither of both are of like terminant ('Artc 
of English Poesie', 1589). 

DORMOUSE 

dop do up Cape brandy distilled from grape
skins. xrx. -Afrikaans use of Du. dop shell, 
husk. 

dope do up (orig. V.S.) lubricating fluid; 
opium or other narcotic xrx. - Du. doop 
sauce, f. doopen dip, mix, adulterate (see 
DIP), whence dope vb. 

doppelganger d;l'plgle:IJgg.r apparition of 
a living person, wraith, double. XIX. - G. 
doppelganger 'double-goer', '-walker'= Du. 
dubbe!ganger; semi-anglicized by Scott and 
C. Kingsley as double-ganger. 

dopper d<>·p;}.I Dutch Baptist. xvn (B. 
Jonson). - (with shortening of vowel) Du. 
dooper, f. doope1z dip, baptize (cf. DOPE). 

dor d5J species of fly or beetle OE. ; flying 
beetle xv. OE. dora; cf. MLG. do1·te drone; 
prob. imit. of humming noise. 

Dora d5-r;} joe. make-up of the initials of 
Defence of the Realm Act (August 1914), 
forming a common female Christian name. 

dorado dorii·dou the fish Coryphlena hip
puris XVII; the constellation xiphias (sword
fish) xrx. - Sp. dorado :- L. deaurtitu-s, pp. 
of deaurtire (see DORY1 ). 

Dorcas d5·.rbs D. society church society 
of ladies for providing clothes for the poor. 
xrx. ~ ame of a woman disciple 'full of good 
works', mentioned in Acts ix 36. 

doria, dorea d.'i·rig kind of striped Indian 
muslin. 

Dorian d5·ri;m pert. to Doris, a division of 
ancient Gret!Ce; (mus.) name of one of the 
ancient Gr. musical modes. XVII. f. L. 
Darius - Gr. D6rios, f. Doris; see -IAN. So 
Dorrc c\;J·rik Dorian XVI; one of the main 
dialects of ancient Greek; (hence) rustic; 
one of the Greek orders of architecture XVII. 
- L. Doricus- Gr. Dorikds. 

Dorking d5·.rkiiJ breed of poultry. XIX. 
Name of a town in Surrey. 

dormant d5·.rm<>nt (hist.) fixed, stationary 
XIV (table dormant, Ch.); sleeping; inactive, 
quiescent XVI. - (O)F. dormant, prp. of 
dormir :- L. dormire sleep, rei. to OS!. 
drlmati (Russ. dremdt' slumber), and 
further to Skr. drdti, drdyati sleeps, Gr. 
edratlzon I slept. So dormer d5·.rm;}.I pro
jecting vertical window in a sloping roof 
(orig. dormitory window). XVI. -OF. 
dormeor, f. dormir sleep+-eor -ER2

• dormi
tion d5Jmi·J;}n falling asleep. xv (Caxton). 
-F. - L. dormitoRY d5·Jmit;}ri sleeping
chamber. xv. - L. dormitorium, sb. use of 
n. of dormitorius (Pliny), f. dormit-, pp. stem 
of dormire sleep; so OF. dormitoire. dorter, 
-our d3·.Tt;~.r (hist.) dormitory (e.g. of a 
monastery). XIII. - OF. dortour (mod. dor
toir) = Pr. dormidor :- L. dormitorium. 

dormouse d5·Jmaus small hibernating 
rodent, Myoxus. xv. Of unkn. origin; it 
has been suggested that it was f. north. dial. 
dorm sleep; cf. the Du. names tslaepmuys, 
tslaepratte 'sleep-mouse', '-rat'. Treated 
as a comp. of mouse, with pl. -mice, since 
xvr; but -mouses occurs XVI-XVII. 



DORMY 

dormy d5·;rmi (in golf) leading by as many 
holes as there are holes to play. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. 

dorothy bag d;>·ro]:>i ba!g lady's open
topped handbag. xx. Dorothy, female 
Christian name, BAG. 

dorp d5.Ip tvillage XVI (Stanyhurst); (S. 
Africa) small town xx. - Du. dorp = OE. 
porp THORP. 

dorsal d5·:rs;~l pert. to the back. xv. 
- (O)F. dorsal or late L. dorsalis, for L. 
dorsuiilis, f. dorsum back; see -AL1• Cf. 
DOSSAL. So dorsi-, dorso- (see -o-), comb. 
forms of L. dorsum. 

dory1 d5·ri the fish Zeus faber (also JoHN 
DoRY). XIV (darre). -F. doree, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of dorer gild :- late L. deaurt'ire, 
f. de DE- + aurt'ire gild, f. aurum gold ; 
so called from its yellowish colour with 
metallic reflections. 

dory• d5·ri small W. Indian and U.S. boat. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

dose dous, (Sc.) douz prescribed quantity 
of medicine. xv. - F. dose - late L. dosis 
(which was earlier in Eng. use)- Gr. d6sis 
giving, gift, portion of medicine (Galen), 
f. did6nai give (cf. DONATION). Hence dose 
vb. XVII; cf. F. doser. 

doss d.,s (sl.) sb. bed; vb. sleep. XVIII. 
Earlier dorse; f. L. dorsum (F. dos) back. 
For the loss of r cf. BASS\ DACE. 

dossal d;>·s;~l ornamental cloth on or at the 
back of a chair, an altar, etc. XVII. Also 
dossel, earlier tdosel, tdorsel- medL. dos
stile, n. of dossalis, for dorsalis (see DORSAL); 
cf. OF. dossal, -el. The ME. word was 
tdos(s)er (XIV)- OF. dossier (see next). 

dossier d<l·siei II dosje set of documents 
relating to a matter. XIX. -F. dossier bundle 
of papers in a wrapper having a label on the 
back (xvn), f. dos back ( :- L. dorsum; cf. 
DORSAL) + -ier ( :- L. -tirium -ARY). 

dost dAst see no1• 

dot1 d<lt (dial.) small lump, clot XVI; minute 
mark XVII. OE. dott (once) head of a boil, 
perh. in continuous colloq. use (cf. the dim. 
DOTTLE), but not recorded again till XVI in 
the gen. sense of 'small knob or lump', 
when its appearance may be due to Du. dot 
knot, prob. rei. to OHG. tutto, tutta nipple 
(cf. G. dial. tiitte, MHG. dim. tiittel nipple, 
G. tiittel point, dot, jot); for the pro b. base 
"'dutt- cf. OE. dyttan (:- "'duttjan), dial. dit 
stop up, plug. Hence dot vb. XVIII. 

dot• d<lt dowry. xrx (Thackeray). - (O)F. 
dot- L. d6tem, nom. d6s, f. *do- give (cf. 
DONATION). An earlier form was tdote 
(xvi)- F. var. tdote. 

dote, doat dout A. be silly or weak-minded 
xm; B. bestow excessive fondness upon xv. 
ME. dotie (perh. OE. *dotian), corr. to 
MDu. doten be silly (whence OF. redoter, 
mod. radoter). In A now usu. dote, in B 
doat (from XVI). Hence do·tAGE weak
minded senility XIV; cf. F. radotage. do·tARD 

DOUCE 

one in his dotage XIV (Ch.); cf. synon. ME. 
tdote (XII), which appears to be the earliest 
word of this group, and based on MDu. 
dote folly. ME. had also dote! fool, dotard 
(XIV-xv), and vbs. adote intr. (XIII-XIV) and 
bedote trans. (xiv-xvi). 

doth dA):l see Do1 • 

dott( e )rei d;>·t( ;~ )r;~l species of plover ; 
dotard. xv. f. DOTE +-REL, the bird was 
presumably so named from its (alleged) 
stupidity. t]J Dotterel is applied dial. to a 
'doddered', stunted, or decaying tree (xvi), 
as was also tdotard (xvii-xvm), with which 
are to be connected dial. dote decay, and 
doted decayed (xv); but the relations are 
obscure. 

dottle d<l·tl tplug xv; plug of tobacco ash 
in the bottom of a pipe XIX. dim. of DOT1 ; 

see -LEl. 
dotty d;>·ti covered with dots; (sl.) of un

steady gait (fromphr. dot and go or carry one, 
said of one who has a wooden leg, xvm); of 
feeble mind, daft XIX. See -Y1• 

douane dua·n custom-house. XVII. -F. 
- It. doana, dogana - Turk, duwan, Arab. 
diwan DIVAN. 

double dA·bl consisting of two. twofold 
XIII; twice as many XIV. -OF. doble, duble, 
later and mod. double = Pr., Sp. doble, It. 
doppio :- L. duplu-s DUPLE. So double vb. 
XIII. -OF. dobler, dubler (mod. doubler) :
late L. dupliire. 

double entendre du·bl iitii·dr double 
meaning, phrase capable of this. XVII 
(Dryden). F. phr. (rare) 'double under
standing' ; see DOUBLE, INTEND; anglicized 
tdouble extender (XVII-XVIII). 

doublet dA·blit (hist.) close-fitting body 
garment for men XIV ; one of two things 
exactly alike XVI (philo!. one of two words 
in the same language deriving from the same 
ultimate word xrx). - (O)F. doublet, f. double; 
see prec. and -ET. 

doubloon dAblu ·n Sp. gold coin, orig. 
double of the pistole. XVII. - F. doublon or 
its source Sp. dobl6n, augm. f. doble DOUBLE. 
See -ooN. 

doubt daut tfear ; be in uncertainty XIII 
(AncrR., Cursor M.). -OF. doter, duter 
(mod. douter) = Pr. dobtar, Sp. dudar, Pg. 
duvidar :- L. dubitare waver, hesitate, rei. 
to dubius DUBIOUS. The latinized sp. with b 
appears xv, following F. tdoubter. The 
sense 'fear' was an early and prominent 
sense, which survives dial. ; cf. redoubtable. 
So doubt sb. tfear; uncertainty. XIII. - OF. 
dote, dute (mod. doute), f. douter. Hence 
dou·btFUL1 • xrv, which was preceded by 
tdou(b)tous (-OF. doutous, mod. douteux). 
dou·btLESS adv. without doubt. xrv. 

douce diis tsweet, pleasant XIV; (Sc.) quiet, 
sober xvm. -OF. dous (mod. doux), fern. 
douce = Pr. dols, Cat. dous, Pg. doce, It. 
dolce, Rum. dulce :- L. dulci-s sweet, rei. to 
Gr. glukm (cf. GLYCERINE). 



DOUCEUR 

douceur du:sil.r tpleasantness; tcompli
mentary speech XVII (Dryden); gratuity, 
tip XVIII (H. Walpole). - F. douceur, earlier 
tdousour, etc. = Pr. dolzor, Sp. dulzor :
Rom. "'dulfore, for late L. dulcorem, nom. 
dulcor sweetness, f. dulcis sweet; see prec. 
'lf An adoption of the OF. word had some 
currency in ME. 

douche diif stream of water applied to the 
body. XVIII (Smollett). - F. douche- It. 
doccia conduit pipe, f. docciare pour by 
drops:- Rom. "'ductiare, f. ductus DUCT. 

dough dou mass of flour moistened into 
a paste. OE. dag = OFris. deeg, MLG. dech 
(Du. deg), OHG. teic (G. teig), ON. deig, 
Goth. daigs :- CGerm. *'daigaz, f. *daig
:- IE. *dhoigh- *dheigh- *dhigh- smear, 
knead, form of clay (so Goth. digan), whence 
also Skr. dih smear, dehas body, Av. pairi;
daeza- (see PARADISE), Arm. dez heap, L. 
*'fig- in jingere (see FICTION), figiira FIGURE, 
Gr. tefkhos, to!khos wall (for *theikhos, 
*'tho!khos), OS!. z'idi< clay, Lith. dyzti beat 
soundly, Goth. digrei abundance, ON. digr 
stout, big. Cf. LADY. 

doughty dau·ti tworthy; valiant, stout. 
Late OE. dohtig, new formation prob. after 
dohte, pt. of dugan be of use or worthy, re
placing dyhti{! (ME. diihti), corr. to MLG., 
MDu. duchtich (Du. duchtig), MHG. tiihtic 
(G. tiichtig brave), f. MHG. tuht bravery, 
f. •tug- of OHG. tugan ( = OE., OS. dugan 
be worth, competent, strong, ON. duga, 
Goth. *dugan, in 3rd pres. ind. daug is 
profitable; cf. Lith. dailg much, OS!., Russ. 
dyuzhil strong); see -Y1

• 

Doukhobors dii·kob5.rz Russian sect. XIX. 
Russ. dukhob6ry 'spirit-wrestlers', f. dukh 
spirit+bor6t'sya wrestle. 

doom, doom daum, diim kind of palm. 
XVIII. -Arab. daum, dum. 

dour du;J.r, Sc. dur (Sc. and north.) hard, 
stern XIV; stubborn, sullen xv. pro b.- Gael. 
drir dull, stupid, obstinate = (M)Ir. dzir, 
which may be - L. dams hard ; but the 
possibility of an early (Anglian) adoption 
of the L. word cannot be excluded. 

douse', dowse claus tstrike XVI ; strike 
(sail) XVII; doff; clout XVIII. perh. rei. to 
similar and partly synon. MDu., LG. dossen, 
Du. doesen (Kilian), G. dial. dusen beat, 
strike. 

douse• claus tplunge in liquid; drench. XVI 
(Holland). prob. imit. (cf. souse), but poss. 
identical with prec. 

douse3 see DOWSE. 
dout daut (dial.) put out, extinguish. XVI. 
contr. of do out; cf. DOFF, DON2

, DUP. 
dove dAv bird of the pigeon family (Colum

bidre) XII; appellation of tender affection 
XIV (Ch.). ME. duve, douve, dofe- ON. 
dufa = OFris. dz<ve, OS. dii/Ja (Du. duij), 
OHG. tuba (G. taube), Goth. dubo :
CGerm. (exc. OE.) *dulJOn, presumed to be 
imit. of the bird's note. See CULVER. 

DOWN 

dowager dau·id3;J.I woman whose husband 
is dead and enjoys a title or property de
rived from him. XVI (applied to Mary 
Tudor, widow of Louis XII, and Catherine 
of Aragon, styled Princess Dowager). - OF. 
douag(i)ere, f. douage dower, f. douer portion, 
ENDow+-iere :- L. -aria -ARY. 

dowd daud fugly woman XIV (R. Man
nyng); shabbily or drably dressed woman 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin. Hence dow·dv1 sb. 
XVI; adj. XVII; denoting ugliness until XVIII. 

dowel dau·;Jl headless peg, bolt, etc. XIV. 
perh. - MLG. dovel, corr. to OHG. tubili 
(MHG. tiibel; G. dobel, after LG.), f. Germ. 
*duo- :- IE. *dhubh-, whence Gr. tuphos 
(:- *thuphos) wedge. Cf. THOLE. 

dower dau;;~.r dowry XIV (Ch.); tportion of 
a deceased husband's estate allowed to a 
widow XIV. - (O)F. douaire- medL. dota
rium, f. L. dot-, dos dowry, dotiire endow; 
cf. -ARY. So dowry dau;J·ri tdower (R. 
Mannyng) ; money that a wife brings her 
husband XIV. -AN. dowarie = (O)F. 
douaire. 

dowlas dau•l;Js tcoarse linen, (now) strong 
calico. XV. f. name of Doulas, Daoulas, a 
town south-east of Brest in Brittany; cf. 
lockram. 

down1 daun thill OE.; open expanse of 
high ground, spec. in pl. XIII (RGlouc.); the 
Downs part of the sea within the Goodwin 
Sands off the east coast of Kent, opposite 
to the eastern end of the North Downs xv; 
dune XVI. OE. dan = OFris. dune, OS. duna 
(Du. duin; cf. DUNE), a word of the LG. area, 
perh.- OCeltic (Gaulish) *'diinom (cf. place
namesAugustoldiinumAutun,Novioidunum), 
whence (O)Ir. dun fort, W. tdin fort (cf. 
dinas city), cogn. with OE. tun TOWN. 

down 2 daun first feathering of young birds. 
XIV (Ch.). - 0~. dunn (also in comb. 
reoardun EIDER-DOWN), whence LG. dune, 
G. daune. 

down3 daun adv. to or in a low or lower 
position or level. OE. diine in diinestfgende 
descending (Vespasian Psalter Gloss lxxxvii 
5 'descendentibus'), dune astag descended 
(Lindisfarne Gospels, Luke iv 3 r), dun in 
Peterborough Chronicle (xu) and Ormu
lum; aphetic of adztne, of dune ADOWN. 
Hence down prep. in a descending direction 
along. XIV (Cursor 1\f.). dow·ncAST cast 
down, ruined; directed downwards. XVII. 
dow·nFALL1 fall from high estate XIII (Cur
sor M.); descent xv. downhearted XVIII 
(Goldsmith). f. down depressed XVII (Jonson). 
downright vertically downwards XIII (La3.); 
thoroughly, outright XIV; adj. XVI; aphetic 
of adounriht. dow·nWARD. XII: aphetic of 
tadownward, late OE. adtlnzveard. 

down4 daun meaningless word in refrains, 
as dnone dowrze downe a downe'a (Sh.), 
echoed by later poets ; see also DERRY. 
Hence tdown sb. refrain of a song. XVII 
(Cotgr.). 
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DOWSE 

dowse dauz, claus use the divining-rod. 
XVII (deusing rod, Locke, 1691). Of S.W. 
dial. origin, being proper to Somerset, 
Devon, and Cornwall; the local pronunc. 
is deuz, which is shown by Locke, who was 
born at W rington, Somerset; the forms 
dawze and jowse also occur; the source is 
unkn. 

doxology daksa·lad3i formal ascription of 
praise to God. XVII (Jer. Taylor). - medL. 
doxologia- Gr. doxologlti, f. doxolOgos giving 
glory, f. d6xa giory+-logos speaking, legein 
speak; see -LOGY. 

doxy1 da·ksi beggar's or vagrant's wench, 
(gen.) paramour, harlot. XVI. orig. rogues' 
cant ; of unkn. origin. 

doxy 2 da·ksi (sl.) opinion. XVIII. Terminal 
el. of orthodoxy and heterodoxy used joe. 
(with ref. to DOXY1) as a word. t][ Cf. 'Ortho
dox and other dox' (Amory, 1756). 

doyen dwa·je senior member of a body 
(transf. from the position of dean as head of 
a cathedral chapter). XVII. F.; see DEAN 2• 

doyl(e)y see DOILY. 

doze douz tstupefy, muddle, perplex; sleep 
drowsily XVII. prob. much earlier in local 
use and perh. of Scand. origin, but words of 
kindred meaning do not carr. exactly in 
form, e.g. Da. dose drowse, mope, dos 
drowsiness, ON. dusa ?doze, dus, dos lull, 
calm, Sw. dial. dusa slumber. Hence doze 
sb. XVIII. 

dozen dA·zn set of 12. XIII (Cursor M.). 
ME. dozein(e)- OF. dozeine, -aine (mod. 
douzaine) = Pr. dotzena, Sp. docena (It. 
dozzina- F., whence also G. dutzend); 
Rom. deriv. with -ena (as in L. decena, 
centi!na, etc. group of ro, roo, etc.) on 
*'do(t)ze :- *'dodece :- L. duodecim 12, f. duo 
Two+decem (-im) TEN. 

drab1 drreb slattern; harlot. xvr. pro b. in 
origin a cant or slang word ; perh. from Du. 
or LG., in which there is a group of similar 
words meaning 'mud', 'mire', 'dregs', viz. 
Du. drab dregs, LG. drabbe thick dirty 
liquid, mire, drabbig muddy (cf. DRABBLE). 
t][ Ir. drab6g slut, Gael. drabach slatternly, 
are from Eng. 

drab 2 drreb tkind of cloth XVI; dull yellow
ish-brown colour XVII. prob. alteration of 
tdrap cloth (of which it was an alternative 
form XVII-XVIII), due to assim. occurring in 
such camps. as drap-de-Berry, drab-de
Berry; drap- (O)F. drap = Pr. drap, in 
It. drapo, Sp. trapo rag, - late L. drappus 
perh. of Celtic origin. For the transition of 
sense in Eng. cf. drapp-colour XVII, drap
coloured, Brown Drap XVIII. 

drabble drre·bl become wet or make wet 
with muddy water. XIV. - LG. drabbelen 
walk or paddle in water or mire; see DRAB1 

and -LE 2• 

DRAGONNADE 

drachm drrem tdrachma; unit of weight, 
DRAM. XIV. Late ME. dragme- OF. dragme 
or late L. dragma, var. of L. drachma- Gr. 
drakhmif Attic weight and coin, prob. 
orig. 'handful of coins', f. base *'drakh- of 
drdssesthai seize, grasp. Also drachma 
drre·kma. XVI. t][ Cf. dirhem (xvm, Gibbon) 
- Arab. dirham - L. drachma. 

draconic, Draconic dr<>b·nik A. pert. to 
a dragon XVII; B. pert. to Draco (archon at 
Athens 621 B.c.) or his severe code of laws 
XVIII. f. L. driico(n-) DRAGON or the proper 
name Draco, Gr. Drdkon+-Ic. So draco·
niAN, D-. XIX. 

draff dr:ef dregs, refuse. XIII (La3.). If 
not orig. a term of beer-manufacture of LG. 
origin, perh. repr. OE. *'drmf = MLG., 
(M)Du. draj, OHG. *'trab, pl. trebir (G. 
treber, triiber husks, grains), ON. "'draf 
(Ice!. draj, Norw. drav mash). t][ lr., Gael. 
drabh is from Eng. 

draft drltft var. of DRAUGHT, recorded XVI 
and established since XVIII for certain senses. 
Hence draft vb. xvm. 

drag drreg pull, haul XIV; use a drag to xv. 
Obscurely developed from OE. dragan 
DRAW, or- cogn. ON. draga (Sw. draga, 
Da. drage); cf szvag, wag. Hence or partly 
- MLG. dragge grapnel. drag sb. XIV 
('harrow', t'float, raft'), XIV ('drag-net'), XVII 
('scent, trail'), XVIII ('carriage, coach'). 

dragee drre·3ei sweetmeat used as the 
vehicle of a drug. XIX. F.; see DREDGE 2• 

draggle drre·gl soil (a garment), etc., by 
dragging it through wet or mire. XVI (G. 
Douglas). f. DRAG vb. + -LE 2

• An earlier 
form was drakelyn xv (Promp. Parv.). 

dragoman drre·gaman interpreter. XVI. 
-F. tdragoman (now drogman)- It. drago
mano - medGr. drag6manos- early Arab. 
targwnan, now tarjumtin (see TRUCHMAN), 
f. targama, tarjama interpret (see TARGUM). 
The earlier forms drog(e)man (from XIV) and 
other vars. repr. OF. drugemen, Pr. drago
man, medL. dragumamzus. The Eng. word 
has often been apprehended as a camp. of 
man, and consequently inflected -men m
stead of -mans. 

dragon drre·g;m huge serpent or reptile 
(with wings). XIII.- (O)F. dragon- L. draco
nem, draco (whence also Pr., Sp. dragon, It. 
dragone)- Gr. drdkon, commonly referred 
to *'drak- *'derk-, repr. also in Gr. derkesthai, 
aorist drakefn see clearly, Skr. darr;: see, Av. 
darstis sight, Oir. derc eye, OE. torht ( = OS. 
torht, OHG. zoraht) clear, bright. 

dragonnade dr:eganei·d persecution di
rected by Louis XIV against French protes
tants in which dragoons were quartered 
upon the victims. XVIII. -F. dragonnade, 
f. dragon DRAGOON ; see -ADE. 



DRAGOON 

dragoon dr;}gu·n tcarbine, musket, so 
called from its 'breathing fire' like a dragon; 
cavalry soldier, orig. applied to mounted 
infantry armed with this weapon. XVII. -F. 
dragon DRAGON; see -ooN. Hence dragoo·n 
vb. set dragoons upon, force rigorous 
measures upon. XVII ; after F. dragonner. 

drain drein tstrain OE. ; draw liquid away 
in small quantities. XVI. OE. dreahnian, 
drehnian, prob. f. *dreag- :- Germ. *draug
(see DRY). The normal repr. of the OE. is 
drin, as shown by drean (XVI-XVII) and in 
some dialects; for the present standard 
pronunc. cf. great. Hence drain sb. xv. 
Hence drai·nAGE, action of draining, 
system of drains. XVII. 

drake1 dreik tdragon (cf. fire-drake) OE.; 
(from LG.) kind of cannon; angler's name 
for species of fly XVII. OE. draca = OFris., 
MLG., lVIDu. drake (Du. draak), OHG. 
trahho (G., with MG. initial, drache) :
CWGerm. *drako- L. draco (see DRAGON). 

drake• dreik male of the duck. XIII (Have
lok). To be referred, with G. dial. (LG.) 
drake, drache, to WGerm. '*'drako (*dreko), 
of obscure origin, which forms the second 
element of OHG. antrahho, antrehho, for 
*anutrahho (G. enterich, dial. endedrach, 
entrach), the first el. of this compound being 
OHG. anut, enit, MHG. anet, ant, ente (G. 
ente) = OE. ened, MLG. anet (Du. eend), 
0::\. pnd; widespread IE. word for 'duck', 
repr. by L. anas, anat-, Gr. nessa, nassa, 
Lith. dntis, OS!. qty duck, and perh. Skr. 
litis aquatic bird. 

dram drrem tdrachm, drachma xv; ! fluid 
ounce, (hence) small draught of cordial or 
spirituous liquor XVI.- OF.drameormedL. 
drama, var. of DRACHMA. 

drama drii·m;, composition to be acted on 
a stage. XVII (B. Jonson; in anglicized form 
tdrame. xvi). -late L. drama- Gr. drama, 
-at- deed, action, play (esp. tragedy), f. dran 
do, act. So dramatic dr;,mre·tik. xvr. -
late L. - Gr. dramatis personre drre·mgtis 
p;j.Isou·ni (list of) characters in a play. XVIII 
(Fielding). L. 'persons of a drama'. dra
matiST drre·m-. xvn (Cudworth). dra·
matiZE. xvm. Cf. F. drame, dramatique, 
-iste, -iser, all recorded later than the corr. 
Eng. words. dra·maturge -;j.1d3 playwright. 
XIX. - F. dramaturge - Gr. dramatourgds, 
f. dramato-+-ergos worker (cf. WORK). 

drape dreip A. tmake into cloth xv; B. 
cover with drapery. XIX. In A- OF. draper, 
f. drap cloth = Pr. drap :-late L. drappus, 
poss. of Celtic origin; in B (recorded first 
from Tennyson) back-formation from DRA
PERY, suggested by F. draper. So drapER1 

drei·p;,.I dealer in cloth, and now, in other 
textiles. XIV (PPI.). -AN. draper, (O)F. dra
pier, f. drap. dra·pERY cloth, textile fabric 
XIV; business or shop of a draper xv; artistic 
arrangement of clothing; stuff with which 
an object is draped XVII. - (O)F. draperie. 

DRAWL 

drastic drre·stik (of medicines) acting 
strongly XVII; vigorously effective XIX. -Gr. 
drastikds active, effective, f. drastds, ppl. adj. 
of dran do; see DRA:-.IA and -Ic. Cf. F. 
drastique (xvm). 

drat drret mild substitute for 'damn!'. XIX. 
Aphetic for od-ra·t (Fielding), 1.e. Od, 
minced form of GoD, and RAT 2 • 

draught draft act of drawing XII ; that 
which is drawn or pulled XIII; tmove at 
chess, etc. ; pl. game played on a board XIV; 
tpicture, sketch xv; design, plan xvr; (perh. 
short for twithdraught) tcesspool, privy 
XVI ; current of air XVIII. Early ME. draht, 
if not in OE.,- 0~. *drahtr, drdttr, later 
reinforced from (M)Du. dragt = OHG. 
traht (G. tracht), abstr. sb. f. *dragan DRAW; 
see -T. Cf. DRAFT. . . 

Dravidian dr;,vi·di::m pert. to the race in
habiting S. India and parts of Ceylon. XIX 
(R. Caldwell, 'A Grammar of the Dravidian 
Languages', 1856). f. Skr. driivirja pert. to 
Dravida, name of a province of S. India; 
see -IAN. 

draw dr5, pt. drew drii, pp. drawn dr5n 
general vb. for the expression of various 
kinds of traction, attraction, extraction, and 
protraction (infl. in some uses by assoc. with 
L. trahere draw); trace or delineate on a 
surface XIII; frame, formulate XVI; intr. 
move, make one's way OE. A CGerm. str. 
vb.: OE. dragan, pt. droh, dragon, pp. 
drcegen, dragen = ON. draga, drd, drdgum, 
dreginn draw, pull, and (in the sense 'bear, 
carry', 'wear') OFris. draga, OS. dragan (Du. 
dragen), OHG. tragan (G. tragen, trug, 
getmgen), Goth. (ga)dragan (only in prp. 
-and). (][ Not immed. rei. to synon. L. 
trahere. 

drawcansir dr5kre·ns;,I Name of a fierce 
swashbuckling character in Villiers's 'The 
Rehearsal' (1672); burlesque alteration of 
Almanzar of Dryden's 'Conquest of Gra
nada' (167o-2), perh. designed to suggest 
draw and can (of liquor). 

drawer dr5(;J).I receptacle sliding in and 
out of a table frame, etc. XVI. f. DRAW+ 
-ER1, after F. tiroir (XIV), f. tirer draw ( cf. 
RETIRE). 

drawers dr5(;,)Iz two-legged under-gar
ment suspended from the waist. XVI (given 
as 'Peddelers Frenche' for lzosen in Harman's 
'Caveat for Cursetors', 1567). f. DRAW+ 
-ER1 with pl. -s. 

drawing-room dr5·il)riim. XVII. Shorten
ing of withdrawing-room (xvi); tdrawing
chamber is earlier (xvr). 

drawl dr51 tcrawl or drag along; speak 
with indolent or affected slowness. XVI. 
prob. orig. vagrants' cant-EFris., LG., Du. 
dralen delay, linger. (][ tDrail, of similar 
date, was used in the same senses. 



DRAY 

. dray drei tsled or cart without wheels XIV; 
low cart without sides for heavy loads XVI. 
Late ME. dreye, draye (AL. dreia), corr. 
formally (though evidence of continuity is 
wanting and the meanings are different) to 
OE. dr<ege (also dr<egnet) drag-net, f. base 
of dragan DRAW (cf. MLG. drage bier, litter, 
OHG. traga, ON. draga trailing load of 
timber). 

dread dred fear greatly. XII. ME. dreden, 
in Ormulum dr<edenn, dredenn, pt. dredde; 
aphetic of OE. adrii!dan, late form of on
drwdan = OS. antdnidan, OHG. intratan, 
f. and-, and- (as in ANSWER) + a \VGerm. 
base of obscure origin. Hence dread sb. 
XII. drea·dNOGGHT thick coat worn in 
rough weather XIX; specially powerful type 
of battleship rgo6; cf. FEARNOUGHT (xvm). 

dream drim vision during sleep. XIII 
(Genesis and Exodus, Cursor M.). ME. 
drem, identical in form with the :VIE. repr. 
of OE. dream joy, jubilation, music, min
strelsy ( = OS. drom mirth, noise), but corr. 
in sense to OFris. dram, OS. dri5m (Du. 
droom), OHG. troum (G. traum), ON. 
draumr. On the assumption that there has 
been accommodation of ON. draumr to Eng. 
phonetic conditions, attempts have been 
made to relate the two meanings to the same 
original base ; on the other hand, the words 
meaning 'joy' have been connected with Gr. 
thriUos noise, shouting, those meaning' dream' 
with G. triigen deceive, 0~. draugr appari
tion, through *draugm-. Hence dream vb. 
XIII (Genesis and Exodus, Cursor M., Have
lok). The earliest use was pro b. impers. after 
the impers. use of 0~. dreyma, e.g. with two 
accusatives, as in mik dreymdi draum, draum 
dreymdi mik (ME. a drem dremede me, hem 
drempte dremes). tJl The native OE. words 
are: swejn, mii!ting sbs., swejnian, mii!tan vbs. 

drear dri;~I poet. shortening of DREARY. 
XVII (Milton, once); partly based on tdrear 
sb. dreariness, a back-formation from dreary 
used by Elizabethan archaists (Sackville, 
Spenser, Bp. Hall). 

dreary dri;~·ri tdire, grievous, tsad, doleful 
OE.; dismal, gloomy. XVII (Milton). OE. 
dreorig bloody, gory, grievous, sorrowful, f. 
dt·eol· gore, flowing blood:- Germ. *dreuzaz, 
f. *dreuz- *drauz-, whence also OE. dreosan 
drop, fall, OS. driosan, Goth. driusan, and 
OS. dri5r, OHG. tri5r, ON. dreyri gore, 
blood, MHG. triirec (G. traurig sorrowful); 
see -Y1 • The comps. drea·riHEAD (XIII), 
drea·riLY 2 (OE. dreoriglice) were revived 
by Spenser, who also coined drea·riMENT. 

dredge1 dred3 instrument for dragging the 
bed of a river, etc. XVI. rei. in some way to 
early Sc. dreg (xv), which may be - MDu. 
dregghe 'harpago', 'verriculum'; but the 
final cons. of the Eng. word suggests a 
native origin; no antecedent forms, however, 
are known to account for this and for the vars. 
dradge (xvr), dridge (xvn), drudg« (xvur), 

DRESSER 

beside the normal dredge. Hence dredge 
vb.\ dredgER1 XVI (Sc.). 

dredge• dred3 A. tsweetmeat containing 
spice; B. (dial.) mixture of grain. XVI. The 
forms dreg(g)e, dradge are unexpl. alterations 
of ME. drag(g)e (two syll.), dragie (xiv-xv) 
- OF. dragie, (also mod.) dragee, corr. to 
Pr., Sp. dragea, Sp., Pg. gragea, It. treggea, 
which, with medL. drageia, dragetum, dra
gata, have been referred to L. tragemata, 
Gr. tragimata spices, condiments, but the 
relation is obscure. Sense B is regarded by 
some as a different word. Hence dredge vb. 2 

sprinkle with powder XVI (Nashe); whence 
dre·dgER2 box with perforated lid for 
sprinkling XVII (Pepys); a var. with -u- is 
found XVII-XIX. 

dree dri (dial., arch.) endure, suffer. OE. 
dreogan, pt. dreah, drugon, pp. droge11 per
form, endure, f. Germ. *dreug- *draug
*drug-, repr. otherwise by Goth. driugan 
do military service (cf. galdrauhts soldier, 
drauhtilwitop am1y) and ON. drygja perpe
trate, practise. Revived in literary use by 
Scott (dreeing a sair weird). 

dreg dreg (usu. pl.) sediment of liquor; 
refuse XIV. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. 
pl. dreggjar, MSw. drag 'frex', Sw. pl. 
driigg), there are poss. cogns.in Balto-Siavic, 
viz. OPruss. dragios, OS!. drozdij(;. The 
problem of immed. origin is complicated by 
the occurrence in earlv modE. of the forms 
dragges and dredges. ·Hence dre·ggy1• xv 
(Promp. Parv.); cf. Sw. driiggig. 

drench dren1J draught, potion OE.; medi
cinal dose for an animal XVI. OE. drenc :
Germ. *draykiz, f. *drayk-, var. of *driyk
DRINK; corr., with variation of declension, 
to OS. dranc, OHG. tranclz (G. trank), ON. 
drekka, Goth. dragk. So drench make to 
drink OE. (now spec. in veterinary lang.); 
tsubmerge, drown; soak, saturate XIII ; wet 
through xvr. OE. drencan = OFris. drenza, 
OS. drenkian (Du. drenken), OHG. trenchen 
(G. triinken), ON. drekkja, Goth. dragkjan 
:- CGerm. *draykjan. 

dreng dreiJ (hist.) free tenant (esp. in 
Northumbria). Late OE. dreng ('Battle of 
Maldon')- ON. drengr young man, lad, 
fellow (Sw. driing man, servant, Da. dreng 
boy, apprentice). Survived till late XIII in 
literary use, remaining in Sc. for 'low or 
base fellow' in the regularly developed form 
dring. 

dress dres tmake or put straight or right ; 
prepare, treat (later, in a specific way) XIV; 
array, equip, attire XIV; line up (troops) XVIII. 
- (O)F. dresser = Pr. dressar, OSp. derezar, 
It. dirizzare :-Rom. *directiare, f. directus 
DIRECT. Hence dress sb. tsetting right XVI; 
personal attire XVII (Sh.). 

dresser dre·sou sideboard. xv. -OF. 
dresseur, drefOT (mod. dressoir; cf. medL. 
dir~ctorium), f. dresur prepare; see -ER•. 



DRIBBLE 

dribble dri·bl A. let flow or fall in a trick
ling stream XVI; B. (football) work the ball 
forward with repeated touches of the feet 
xrx. f. drib (XVI), modified form of mup-I
-LE3. With sense B (perl1. a different word) 
cf. Du. dribbelen toddle, trip. 

driblet dri·blit small sum or quantity. xvn. 
f. drib vb. ; see prec. and -LET; assoc. later 
with dribble. 

drift drift driving or driven snow XIII 
(Cursor M.); driving or being driven XIV; 
(dial.) drove xv; course, direction; meaning-, 
tenor xvr. orig. - 0;-.J. drzft snowdrift, 
drifting snow; later- (:1\f)Du. drift drove, 
herd, course, current, impulse, impetuous 
action = O.Fris. drift in urdrift expulsion, 
MHG., G. tnft passage of or for cattle, 
pasturage, drove; f. base of DRIVE; see -T. 

drill1 dril A. bore a hole in XVII; R train in 
military evolutions XVI. - MDu. dn'llen 
bore, turn in a circle, brandish = l\ILG. 
drillen roll, turn, whence (M)HG. drillen 
turn, round off, bore, drill soldiers. Hence 
drill sb. A. boring instrument; B. military 
evolutions. XVII. ult. origin unkn. 

drill 2 dril W. African baboon. XVII. prob. 
native name. Now usually MANDIULL. 

drill3 dril small furrow; machine for sow
ing seed in drills. XVIII. perh. a use of -j"drill 
small stream, rivulet, of unkn. origin, rel. 
to tdrill trickle, drip, which appears to be 
a var. of THRILL. 

drill4 dril coarse twilled fabric. XVIII. 
Shortening of drilling (xvii), alteration of 
G. drillich, earlier tdrilich - L. trilic-, trilix 
woven in threefold, f. tri- THREE +lzcium 
THREAD. 

drink dri!)k pt. drank dnqk, pp. drunk 
drAIJk take in liquid by the mouth. OE. 
drincan, pt. dranc, druncon, pp. druncen = 
OFris. drinka, OS. drinkan (Du. drinken), 
OHG. trinchan (G. trinken), ON. dreklw, 
Goth. drigkan :- CGerm. str. vb. *dreykan, 
with no ulterior cognates. From XVI drunl~ 
appears for drank in the pt. and is frequent 
till c. r8oo; on the other hand, from XVII 
drank was intruded into the pp., prob. to 
avoid the associations of DRUNK, DRUNKEN. 
The corr. causative is DRENCH. 

drip drip let fall in drops xv (Promp. 
Parv.); of Scand. origin intr. XVII. - MD a. 
drippe (Da. dryppe), f. Germ. *drupp- (see 
DROP). In lVIE. there was a synon. drepe, 
repr. OE. dreopan (f. *dreup-) or more prob. 
- O::"i. drjzipa. Hence dri·pp!NG1 • xv (earlier 
drepyng in concr. sense). (jJ There is no evi
dence for an OE. *dryppan. 

drive draiv pt. drove drouv, pp. driven 
dri·vn force to move before one; move or 
advance rapidly; carry on vigorously. OE. 
drifan, pt. driif, drifon, pp. drifen = OFris. 
driva, OS. driban (Du. driJven), OHG. triban 
(G. treiben, trieb, r;etrieben), ON. drifa, Goth, 
dreiban :- CGerm. *dril:Jan, with no certain 
cogns. outside Germ. The north. repr. 
drave of OE. pt. dr,if was long in gen. 

DRONE 

literary use from XVI ; drave and drove are 
uecd in Sh. and A.V., only drove in Milton's 
poems. Hence drive sb. act of driving XVII; 
carriage road XIX. 

drivel dri·vl dribble, slaver; talk foolishly. 
XIV (PPI.). ::viE. drevele, d1·yuele, repr. OE. 
dreflian, in prp. glossing medL. reumaticus 
rheumy; a var. tdravele points to an OE. 
var. *dra:jlian (cf. DRAFF); see -LE2• 

drizzle dri·zl rain in very fine drops. XVI. 
per h. earlier in non-literary use (cf. dwindle); 
prob. f. ME. drese, OE. dreosan fall ~, OS. 
driosan, Goth. driusan (cf. DREARY); see -LE3 • 

drogher drou·gc>.r \V'. Indian coasting 
vessel. XVIII. - obs. F. drogueur ship that 
fished and dried herring and mackerel (Jal) 
- Du. drooger dryer, f. droogen, f. droog DRY. 

drogue droug contrivance attached to a 
harpoon line to check the progress of a 
whale XVIII; canvas bag towed at a boat's 
stern to prevent it from broaching to XIX; 
in aeronautics, canvas cone used as an 
anchor, etc. xx. Of unkn. origin. 

droit droit legal right. xv. - (O)F. droit 
:- Ro:n. *drectum, L. dlrectum, sb. use of n. 
of dtrectus DIRECT. 

droll droul intentionally facetious XVII; 
unintentionally amusing XVIII. - F. dr8le, 
earlier tdrolle. So droll sb. waggish fellow; 
tfarce, puppet-show; tjesting, burlesque. 
XVII. perh.- :VIDu. drolle little chap. droll 
vb. make fun (of). XVII (Evelyn). -F. 
tdr6ler play the wag. Hence dro·liERY 
tpuppet show, comic picture XVI (Sh.); 
waggery XVII. - F. drolerie. 

drome droum short for AERODRO~IE. xx. 
-drome droum repr. Gr. dromos, as in 
HIPPODR0~1E, identical with dr6mos running, 
course, race, rei. to dramefn, pf. dedroma 
run, apodidrdskein flee, Skr. drdmati, Av. 
part. dramna-. 

dromedary drA·m-, dm·mkbri light fleet 
one-humped camel. XIV. -AN. *dmme
darie, OF. dromedaire (mod. dromadaire), 
or late L. dromediirius (Vulgate), for *drama
darius (sc. camelus camel), f. dromad-, dmmas 
dromedary (- Gr. dromad-, dromds runner; 
cf. prec.)-j--drius -ARY1• 

dromond dnJ·m:md large media:val ship. 
XIII. -AN. dromund, OF. dromon(t), late L. 
dromon-, nom. dromo- late Gr. dr6mon large 
many-oared vessel, f. *dram- (see -DROME). 

drone droun male of the honey-bee. OE. 
driin, dr:'En; corr. to OS. driin, dreno, MLG. 
drdne, drone (LG. drone), (with e-grade) 
OHG. treno (MHG. trene, tren, G. dial. 
triine), prob. f. *dran- *dren- *drun- boom 
(cf. lVIDu. d1·6nen, dronen, Du. dreunen, LG. 
dronen, whence G. drohnen, Ice!. drynja 
roar), with which Gr. an 1thre'tzewild bee and 
tenJthrlne, have been co~nected. The OE. 
forms gave normally ME. and mod. dial. 
drane; the form drone (xv), which is common 
to Sc. and Eng., is- (M)LG. dro(ze. 



DROOP 

droop driip hang or sink down. xm (Cur
sor M.). ME. drupe, droupe- 0::-.J. dnipa 
hover, hang the head for sorrow (cf. dnipr 
drooping spirits), f. *driip-; see next. Only 
in Scandinavianized areas till XVI, when it 
appears to have been adopted into gen. 
literary use from these areas, where ii had 
remained unchanged. 

drop dr.:>p small quantity of liquid OE. 
dropa, whence ME. drape = OS. dropo, 
ON. dropi :- Germ. *dropon; beside OE. 
*droppa, whence ME. droppe (and the 
present form) = OHG. tropfo (G. tropfen) 
:- Germ. *droppon ( -PP :- -pn-); f. *drup-, 
weak grade of the base of DROOP; cf. DRIP. 

dropsy dr.:>psi disease marked by accumula
tion of watery fluid. XIII. Aphetic of 
idrop( e )sie (pidropsie becoming ]Je dropsie) 
- OF. idropesie- medL. (h)ydropisia, for L. 
hydropisis- Gr. *hudropisis, rep!. hudri5ps, 
dropsy, f. hudr-, luid6r WATER. 

droshky dr.:>·Jki, drosky dr;J·ski Russian 
low four-wheeled carriage. XIX. -Russ. 
dr6zhki, pl., dim. of dr6gi waggon, hearse, 
prop. pl. of drogd shaft of a vehicle. So F. 
droschki, G. droschke. 

dross dr;Js scum thrown off from metals in 
smelting OE.; dreggy matter, refuse. XIV. 
OE. dri5s = MDu. droes(e) dregs; cf. OE. 
dri5sna (g. pl.), MLG. dri5sem, MDu. droe
sen(e) (Du. droesem), OHG. truosana (G. 
drusen) dregs, lees. 

drought draut dryness. Late OE. driigajJ, 
f. *driig-, base of dryge DRY; cf. (M)LG. 
drogede, (M)Du. droogte, f. droog dry. For 
the Sc. and north. drouth (which has been 
used also by Eng. poets, beside droughth), 
cf. highth HEIGHT, and see -T, -TH1 • Hence 
droughtY\ drouthY1 dry; thirsty. XVII. 

drove drouv herd or flock of beasts, crowd. 
OE. driij, f. gradation-var. *ai of drifan 
DRIVE; the present form derives from OE. 
obi. cases with infl. from drive. Hence 
dro·ver driver of cattle. xv (dravere, Wyn
toun); see -ER\ -IER1. 

drown draun suffer, or subject to, death by 
water; inundate; overwhelm. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. (orig. north.) drzm(e), droun(e), 
pointing to an OE. *driinian, rei. to ON. 
drulma be drowned:- *druvknan, f. *druvk-, 
var. of *drivk- DRINK. CJl Superseded drench. 

drowsy drau·zi inclined to sleep, caused by 
sleepiness, inactive. xv. prob. based on the 
stem of OE. driisian be languid or sluggish, 
f. *driis-, var. of base of dreosan fall (cf. 
DREARY). See -Yl. Hence, by back-forma
tion, drowse be inactive, or heavy or dull 
with sleep. XVI (Tusser, Sh.). CJl The long 
interval of date puts direct continuity with 
OE. driisian out of the question; the status 
of early Flem. droosen 'dormitare, dormi
scere', recorded by Kilian, is dubious. 

drub drAb beat as with a stick; in early use, 
esp. to bastinado XVII (Herbert's 'Travels', 
r634)· Ult. repr. Arab. <jaraba d.uAba beat, 

DRUNK 

bastinado, darb dArb beating (in Turk. durb, 
in Pers. zzlrb). 

drudge drAd3 work slavishly. Not certainly 
recorded before XVI ; poss. a continuation 
with extended meaning of ME. drugge (xm
xrv) drag or pull heavily (but the pronunc. 
of gg in this word is uncertain). So drudge 
sb. servile worker. xv. dru·dgERY. XVI. 

drug drAg medicinal substance. XIV. Late 
ME. pl. drogges, drouges- (O)F. drogue(s), 
corr. to Pr. d1·ogua, Sp., Pg., It. droga, of 
much-disputed origin. CJl It is not certain 
that drug meaning 'commodity no longer in 
demand and therefore valueless' (xvu) is 
the same word in origin ; but F. drogue is so 
used, beside droguet. Hence drug vb. mix 
with a drug XVII (Sh.); administer drugs to 
xvm. So dru·ggiST. xvu. -F. droguiste. 
Cf. G. droge, drogist, Russ. drogist. 

drugget drA·git kind of woollen stuff for
merly used for garments, now for floor
coverings. XVI. - F. droguet (whence Sp. 
droguete, etc., G. droguett), ofunkn. origin. 

Druid dru·id one of an order of priests in 
ancient Britain and Gaul. XVI. - F. druide 
or its source L. pl. druidre, druides, Gr. 
drutdai- Gaulish druides ( = Ir. draoi, g. pl. 
druadh, Gael. draoi, draoidh, druidh)- OCel
tic *derwfjes (whence W. derwydd-on), f. 
*derwos (whence W. tderw true, Ir. derb 
sure) TRUE, whence the etymol. sense would 
be 'soothsayer'; but another view is that it is 
based on *dru- oak, TREE (druidical rites being 
assoc. with the oak). Hence drui·dic(AL). 
xvn. Also tdrU"idan (xvi), tdrui·dean (xvu), 
dru·idish (XVI). flf OE. had dry magician 
- Olr. driii :-Celtic *drulzcids knowing 
certainly. 

drum drAm percussive musical instrument; 
drummer XVI (dram, dromme); tympanum of 
the ear XVII; drum-shaped object XVIII. Cf. 
KETTLEDRUM. Shortening of tdrom(b)slade, 
td1·ombyllsclad (XVI) drum, drummer, altered 
- LG. trommelslag drum-beat, f. trammel 
(=late MHG. trum(b)el, G. trommel, f. 
trum(b)e; see TRUMP1) +slag beat (see SLAY1). 

Hence drummER1• XVI; other forms in 
occas. use were tdrumslager, tdrumsler (Du. 
trommel-slager, etc.), tdrumster. 

drunk drAIJk inebriated. XIV. Clipped 
form of DRUNKEN, orig. characteristic of the 
south; now in standard use only predicative; 
sb. (sl.) drinking bout; intoxicated person 
XIX. So drunkARD drA·I]k;:).rd one addicted 
to drinking or who is habitually drunk. xv. 
pro b. - MLG. drunkert, f. drunken; cf. 
lVIDu. dronker, Du. dronkaard, whence 
early modF. dronquart (pl. -ars). drunken 
drA"I]kn (obs. or arch.) intoxicated, drunk 
OE.; habitually intemperate XVI. OE. 
druncen, pp. of DRINK = OFris. drunken, 
OS. drunkan (Du. dronken), OHG. trunchan 
(G. trunken), ON. drukkinn, Goth. *drugkans 
(whence drugkanei drunkenness), all of 
which have the same active meaning, for 
which cf. the pps. G. vergessen forgetful, L. 
potus having drunk, pransus having dined. 
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DRUPE 

drupe driip (bot.) stone-fruit. XVIII. - L. 
drilpu, :!¥upt>a over-ripe olive, specialized 
in bot. L. (Linmeus) -Gr. druppii olive. 
Cf. F. drupe. 

druse driiz crystals lining a rock-cavity. 
XIX. -F. druse- G. druse weathered ore= 
MLG. driise, drose, Du. droes. 

Druse driiz one of a Mohammedan sect. 
XVIII. -F. Druse- Arab. Duriiz pl., said to 
be formed on the designation of Ismail 
al-darazi (i.e. the tailor), who supported the 
claim of the Sixth Fatimite Caliph (xi) to 
be a divine incarnation. 

dry drai destitute of moisture. OE. drjige 
:- "'driigiz, rei. to (M)LG. driige, dreuge, 
MDu. droghe (Du. droog) :- *draugiz, f. 
Germ. *draug- *dreug- *drag- (not IE.), 
whence also OE. driigian make or become 
dry, driigap DROUGHT and OHG. trockan, 
truckan (G. trocken) dry, OS. drukno, 
drokno adv. Hence dry vb. OE. drjigan. 

dryad drahed wood nymph. XIV (Gower). 
- (O)F. dryade- L. Dryades, pl. of Dryas 
- Gr. Druddes, Druds, f. drii-s TREE; see -AD. 

dryasdust drai·azdAst name of fictitious 
person to whom Sir Walter Scott dedicated 
some of his novels, transf. applied to a 
student of antiquities, etc., who occupies 
himself with the driest subjects, or to his 
works; f. DRY adj.+As1 +DusT sb. 

duad djii•red group of two. XVII. - Gr. 
duds, duad-, the normal repr. of which is 
DYAD. 

dual djii·;~l pert. to two. XVII. (gram. 
numerus duiilis dual number, Quintilian, tr. 
Gr. duik6s, Dionysius Thrax). - L. duiilis, 
f.duoTwo;see-AL1 • Hencedu·ahsM. XVIII; 
after F. dualisme. So dualiTY djure·liti two
fold condition or character. XIV. - late L.; 
cf. F. dualite (xvi). 

duan dii·;~n poem; canto. XVIII (Macpher
son's 'Ossian'; Burns). Gael. and Ir. 

dub dAb invest with a dignity (spec. that of 
knighthood) XI; dress, trim XIII ; spec. in 
tanning; smear with grease (cf. DUBBIN) 
XVII. Late OE. *dubbian, in phr. dubbade 
(pt.) to 1·idere, 'dubbed to knight', knighted, 
modelled on AN. aduber a chevalier.- AN. 
duber, aphetic of aduber, OF. adober (mod. 
adouber) equip with armour, repair, mend, 
whence Pr. adobar equip, arm, arrange, 
tame (a hawk), Sp. adobar dress, pickle, 
cook, tan, It. addobbare adorn, embellish, 
fit up, and Ice!. dubba, dybba (in dybba til 
riddara) dub a knight, arm, dress; of unkn. 
origin. (AL. dubbare, dubbator, dubberia are 
recorded XIII as techn. terms of leather
dressing; cf. OF. adouberie tannery.) Hence 
du·bbin, -ing preparation of szrease for 
softening and waterproofing leather. XVIII; 
see -ING1 ; for the ending -in cf. tarpaulin. 

dubious djii·bias doubtful. XVI. - L. 
dubiosus, f. dubium doubt, sb. use of n. of 
dubius doubtful, obscurely f. duo Two, and 

DUCTILE 
meaning 'hesitating between two alterna
tives'; cf. DOUBT. So dubieTY djubai-iti. 
XVIII. -late L. dubietiis. 

ducal djii·bl pert. to a duke or dukedom. 
XVI. -F. ducal (cf. Sp. ducal, It. ducale), f. 
due DUKE ; see -AL 1• 

ducat dA·kat Italian coin. XIV ('As fyne as 
ducat in Venyse', Ch.). -It. ducato or its 
source medL. duciitiis DUCHY, whence also 
(O)F. ducat, medGr. doukdton. The name 
was first applied to a silver coin issued in 
1140 by Roger II of Sicily (Duke of Apulia) 
and having the legend R DX AP, i.e. Rogerus 
Dux Apulire, in 1202 to a silver coin of 
Venice. The first gold ducat was struck at 
Venice under the doge Giovanni Dandolo; 
it bore the legend 'Sit tibi, Christe, datus 
quem tu regis iste ducatus', which may have 
furthered the currency of the name. So 
ducatoo·N. XVII. -F. ducaton, It. ducatone. 

duce du·tfei il Duce, title assumed by 
Benito Mussolini as leader of the Fascisti, 
1922. It. 'leader' :- L. ducem, nom. dux (cf. 
DUKE). 

duchess dA·tJis wife of a duke, lady of 
ducal rank XIV. - (O)F. duchesse- medL. 
ducissa, f. L. due-, dux; see DUKE and -ESs1 • 

Spelt dutchess from XVI to early XIX. 
duchy dA•tfi territory of a duke or duchess. 

XIV. - (i) OF. duchtf, later form of duchee 
fern. :- Rom. *ducitiit-, -tiis, f. due-, dux 
(see DUKE and -ITY); and (ii) (O)F. duche m. 
= Pr. ducat, Sp. ducado, It. ducato :- medL. 
duciitus (see -ATE1). 

duck1 dAk swimming bird of the genus 
Anas or family Anatidre. OE. duce or diice, 
f. base of diican dive, DUCK 2• The ME. vars. 
duk(ke), doke (cf. Sc. duik), douke, point to 
orig. variation in the quantity of the stem
vowel. (jf For the IE. word see DRAKE 2• 

duck• d.'lk plunge into liquid, trans. and 
intr. XIV (Cursor M.); stoop quickly XVI. 
ME. douke, dzlke, repr. OE. *diican = OFris. 
dtika, MLG., MDu. diiken (Du. duiken), 
OHG. tiihhan (G. tauchen), corr. to forms 
with a short vowel in MHG. tiicken stoop 
quickly, G. ducken (with LG. initial cons.). 
The short vowel is evidenced XVI ; cf. suck. 

duck3 dAk strong untwilled fabric. XVII ; pl. 
trousers or a suit of this XIX. - (M)Du. doek 
linen, linen cloth (whence Ice!. dukr) = 
OFris., OS. dok, OHG. tuoh (G. tuch), of 
unkn. origin. 

duct dAkt tcourse, direction; tstroke 
drawn; tube or canal in an animal or vege
table body XVII. - L. ductus leading, con
duct, command, in medL. aqueduct, f. 
duct-, pp. stem of diicere lead (see TEAM). 
(j[ Derivs. of L. dilc- are: abduction, and sbs. 
in -tion corr. to adduce, deduce, induce, intro
duce, produce, reduce, seduce, traduce; edu
cate; duke; aqueduct; ductile; cf. TEAM. 

ductile dA"ktail malleable; flexible, pliable. 
XIV. - (O)F. ductile- L. ductilis, f. duct-; 
see prec. and -ILE. 



DUD 

dud1 dAd tcoarse cloak xrv ('birrus, i. gros
sum vestimentum, a dudde'); pl. (sl.) clothes; 
(dial.) rags, tatters XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

dud2 dAd (dial.) delicate, soft, or contemp
tible person; worthless object XIX; also as 
adj. xx. perh. transf. use of prec. 

dude djiid fastidious or exquisite 'swell'. 
XIX. orig. Amer. slang; pro b.- G. dial. 
dude fool (cf. LG. dudenkop 'stupid head'). 

dudeen dudi·n short clay tobacco-pipe. 
XIX. - Ir. dziidin, dim. of dzid pipe; see -EEN 2

• 

dudgeon dA·d3:o>n feeling of resentful anger. 
XVI. freq. in phr. take in dudgeon; of unkn. 
origin; identical in form with obs. or arch. 
dudgeon (xv; in AN. digeon XIV) kind of 
wood used for handles of knives, etc., 
whence dudgeon dagger (xvi), which was 
used attrib. and fig. app. for 'crude, rough' ; 
but transference to the sense 'resentment' 
would be difficult to account for; a rare, ob
scure var. tendugine (XVII) throws no light. 

due djii owing XIII (Cursor M.); proper, 
suitable XIV; that is to be ascribed to XVII. 
ME. deVJ, du(e)- OF. deu (mod. dzl, fern. 
due) = It. dovuto, tdevuto :- Rom. *debii
tu-s, for L. debitu-s (cf. DEBIT), pp. of debere 
(F. devoir) owe :- *dehabere 'have away' 
(from someone), hold or have what belongs 
to another; see DE-, HABIT. Also adv. tduly; 
directly, straight XVI (Sh.). due sb. xv 
(Lydg.).- (O)F. du, sb. use of pp. of devoir. 
Hence dULY 2 adv. XIV. Cf. DUTY. 

duel dju·;o,l single combat. xv. -It. duello 
or L. duellum, arch. form of bellum war, 
used in medL. for the judicial single combat, 
whence also F. duel (xvi). Hence du·elliST. 
XVI (Sh.) ; after It. duellista or F. duelliste. 

duenna djue·n;o, chief lady-in-waiting; 
elderly woman acting as family governess 
XVII; chaperon XVIII, Early forms also 
douegna, duegna- Sp. dueiia dwe·nja, for
merly spelt duenna :- L. domina lady, mis
tress (cf. DAME). 

duet djue·t (mus.) composition for two 
performers. XVIII. -G. duett or It. duetto 
(in Eng. XVIII-XIX), f. duo TWO; the F. term 
is duo, which was anglicized XVI. See -ET. 

duff dAf (dial.) dough; flour-pudding boiled 
in a bag XIX. north. var. of DOUGH. 

duffadar dAf:o>dii·J (Anglo-Incl.) petty 
officer of native police. XVIII. -Urdu 
(- Pers.) dafacdar subaltern of cavalry. 

duffel dA·fl coarse woollen cloth with a 
thick nap XVII (duffield, Plot; earlier in 
N. Amer. use); (U.S.) articles of dress for 
camping, etc. XIX. f. Duffel, name of a town 
in Brabant. 

duffer dA·f:o>J (colloq.) incapable or ineffi
cient person; (sl.) counterfeit article; (Aus
tralian sl.) unproductive mine. XIX. poss. 
alteration of Sc. doofart, doVJjart stupid or 
dull person, f. douf (dolf XVI), dowf dull, 
spiritless, app. identical with tdouffe sb. 
(Lydg.), perh.- ON. daufr DEAF (cf. daufingi 
drone, sluggard). 

DUMB-BELL 

dufter dA·ft;J.I (Anglo-Ind.) bundle of offi
cial papers, register. XVIII. -Urdu- Arab., 
Pers. daftar record- Gr. diphthhti skin (cf. 
DIPHTHERIA). 

dug dAg pap, teat. XVI. Of unkn. origin. 
dugong dii'g;>IJ large aquatic herbivorous 

animal. XVIII. ult.- Malay diiyong, recorded 
by Barchewitz (r751) as dugung, which was 
adopted by Buffon (1765) as dugan and by 
Gmelin (1788) as dugong. 

dug-out dA·gaut A. (U.S.) canoe made be 
hollowing out a tree-trunk; dwelling made 
by an excavation in the ground XIX ; roofed 
shelter in trench warfare xx. B. super
annuated officer in temporary service XX. 
sb. use of pp. of DIG out. 

duke djuk sovereign prince, ruler of a 
duchy xu; tleader, captain, ruler XIII; 
hereditary title of nobility XIV. ME. due, 
duk- (O)F. due-L. ducem, nom. dux leader, 
rel. to diicere lead (see DUCT). 

dulcet dA·lsit sweet. XIV. Early form also 
tdoucet- (O)F. doucet (dim. of doux, fern. 
douce), refash. after L. dulcis; see -ET. 

dulcimer dA·lsim;J.I musical string instru
ment. xv. orig. doussemer, dmvcemere- OF. 
doulcemer, -mele, corr. to Sp. tdulcemele, It. 
dolcemelle, supposed to repr. L. *dulce melos 
sweet song (cf. DOUCE, MELIC). 

dull dAl not sharp of wit XIII; not brisk XIV; 
not clear or bright; tedious xv. -MLG., 
MDu. dul, corr. to OE. dol stupid (:-*dulaz), 
OS. (Du.) dol, OHG. tol (G. toll); cf. ON. 
dulinn self-conceited. A mutated form, OE. 
*dyll (:-* duljaz), was repr. by early ME. 
dill, which was more frequent. Hence dull 
vb. XIV (Ch.). du·llARD. XV. prob. -MDu, 
dull-, dollaert = MHG. tolhart. 

dulse dAis edible seaweed. XVII. - Ir., 
Gael. duileasg = W. delysg, dylusg; various 
spellings repr. more closely the Celtic forms 
have been used. 

duma du·ma in Tsarist Russia, elective 
council, spec. of rgos-J7. xx. Russ., 
'thought', 'rneditation', 'council'; gosuddr
stvennaya duma State Assembly. 

dumb dAm destitute of speech, mute. OE. 
dumb = OFris., OS. dumb (Du. dom) stupid, 
OIIG. tump stupid, deaf (G. dumm stupid), 
0~. dumbr, Goth. dumbs mute; of unkn. 
origin: unaccompanied by speech, as dumb 
show XVI; lacking some quality, etc., nor
mally present XVII; (of a mechanical con
trivance) taking the place of a human agent, 
as dumb waiter XVIII. t][ The orig. sense was 
prob. 'stupid', 'without understanding', 
from which the senses 'deaf' and 'dumb' 
would be developed by specialization in 
different ways. 

dumb-bell dA·mbel (i) hist. apparatus like 
that for swinging a church bell, but without 
the bell, used for exercise or ringing practice, 
(ii) pl. pair of instruments held in the hands 
and swung for exercise. XVIII. f. prec. 



DUMBFOUND 

dumbfound dAmfau·nd strike dumb, non
plus. xvn (Urquhart, Otway). prob. f. 
DVMB+:found, of CONFOUND. 

dum-dum dA·mdAm soft-nosed bullet. 
XIX ( 1897 ). f. Dum Dum, name of a military 
station and arsenal near Calcutta, India. 

dummy dA ·mi dumb person xvr; imaginary 
player at whist, etc. XVIII (Swift); dolt XVIII; 
counterfeit or substituted article XIX. orig. 
Sc. dummie, with var. dumbie, f. DUMB+-Y6 • 

dump1 dAmp fit of melancholy or depres
sion, freq. and now only pl. XVI (Skelton, 
More); tmournful tune XVI (Udall, Sydney, 
Sh.). prob. of LG. or Du. origin and a fig. 
usc of lVIDu. domp exhalation, haze, mist, 
rei. to DAMP. 

dump 2 dAmp tA. throw do,·.n or fall with 
sudden force XIV ; B. throw down in a mass 
( orig. U.S.)xiX. In north. ME. per h. of Scan d. 
origin (cf. Da. dumpe, Norw. dumpa fall 
suddenly or with a rush, and Sw. dimpa, pt. 
damp, pp. dumpit); but an independent imit. 
origin is possible. Hence as sb. matter 
dumped, place of dumping. XIX. 

dumpling dA·mpliq pudding more or less 
globular generally enclosing fruit. XVI. First 
attributed to the county of ~orfolk; much 
earlier than the simplex dump, which is 
applied to various short thick objects (late 
xvm) and is app. f. du·mpY1 adj. short and 
stout (mid-xvm); see -LIKG1

• 

dun1 dAn dull or dingy brown. OE. dun(n) 
= OS. dun 'spadix' date-brown, nut-brown, 
prob. rei. to OS. dosan, OHG. tusin (cf. 
DUSK); pro b. not of Celtic origin, but W. 
dwn, (O)Ir., Gael. donn may be referred to 
the same IE. source (*donnas, *dusnos). 

dun2 dAn importunate creditor, agent em
ployed to collect debts. XVII (Earle). abbrev. 
of tdunkirk (XVII, Dekker) privateer, orig. 
ship from Dunkirk (also tdunkirker), transf. 
dun; f. name of a town on the coast of 
French Flanders. l-Ienee dun vb. XVII 
(Bacon). 

dunce dAns tdisciple of Duns Scotus; 
tdull pedant; dullard, blockhead XVI. orig. 
Duns, name ofJohnDuns Scotus (died IJ08), 
celebrated scholastic theologian, lmO\vn as 
the Subtle Doctor, whose works were text
books, and whose disciples, called Scotists, 
formed a predominant scholastic sect at the 
universities until they were attacked by the 
humanists and reformers; occurring first in 
contemptuous allusions in Tindale's wori(s 
in phr. Duns men, Dunces disciples, whence 
duns, dunce was evolved in the above senses. 

dunder, also dander dA·nd;JJ ('vV. Indies) 
lees of cane juice. XVIII. f. Sp. 1·edzmdar 
overflow- L. redunddre (see REDUNDANT). 

dunderhead dA·nd;:uhed blockhead. xvn 
(Fletcher, who has also tdunderwhelp). 
perh. to be assoc. with dial. dunner resound
ing noise. 

DUP 

Dundreary dAndri;J·ri name of lord Dun
dreary, a character in 'Our American cousin' 
(1858) by Tom Taylor, an indolent brainless 
peer, whose long side-whiskers became 
proverbial. 

dune djun sand-hill on the sea-coast. xvm. 
- (O)F. dune- MDu. dune (Du. duin) = 
OE. diin DOWN1• 

dung dAIJ excrement, manure. OE. dung = 
OFris. dung, 1\riDu. dung(e), OHG. tunga 
manuring (G. dung manure); cf. (with 
mutated vowel) Sw. dynga muck, dung, Da. 
dynge heap, pile, Ice!. dyngja heap, dung; 
ofunkn. origin. Hence dung vb. XIV. (OE. 
had dyngian; cf. OFris. donga and denga, 
MHG. tungen, G. dangen). 

dungaree dAqg;Jri· coarse Indian calico. 
xvrr. - Hindi dzmgri. 

dungeon dA·nd3:}n castle keep (sp. donjon 
by some archaists); strong cell. XIV. -(O)F. 
donjon, also i"danjon, tdognon, tdoignon = 
Pr. domnhon :- Gallo-Rom. *domnionem 
'lord's tower' or 'mistress tower' (in medL. 
dangio, dunjo, donjo, -jonus, domnio), f. L. 
dominus master, lord (see DOM1). 

duniwassal du·niw;>s;Jl Highland gentle
man (of secondary rank). XVI. -Gael. 
duine uasal, i.e. duine man (rei. to Gr. 
thnet.Js mortal :- *dlnvrtds, -thanefn die), 
uasal gentle- or noble-born. 

dunlin dA·nlin red-backed sand-piper. XVI. 
prob. for *dunling, f. DUN1 +-LING1• 

dunnage dA·nid3 light material, brush
wood, etc. stowed among a cargo XIV (in 
AL. form demzagium), xv (donage), XVII 
(dynnage), XVIII (dunnage). Of doubtful 
origin; the variation in the stem vowel 
might be accounted for by deriv. from 
MLG., lVIDu. diinne, dimze THIN+-AGE, the 
notion being 'collection of loose light stuff'. 

duo djfl·ou (mus.) duet. XVI. (F. duo)- It. 
duo- L. duo TWO. 

duodecimal djuode·sim;>l pert. to 12th 
parts; based on the number 12. XVIII. f. L. 
duodecimus twelfth, f. duodecim twelve, f. 
duo TWO + decem TEN; cf. DECIMAL. So 
duode·cimo size of a book in which a 
page is ,', of a sheet. XVII. modL. (in) 
duodecimo 'in a twelfth'; cf. folio, octavo, 
quarto. 

duodenum djuodi·n;>m (anat.) first portion 
of the small intestine beginning at the 
pylorus. XIV. medL. (short for intestinum 
duodenum digitorum 'of twelve digits'; so 
named from its length), f. duodeni, distribu
tive of duodecim twelve (see prec.). 

duologue djCt·~b~:: dramatic piece for two 
actors. XIX. irn· .. :.:. f. L. duo or Gr. dzio TWO, 
after monologue. 

duotno dwou·mou Italian cathedral church. 
XVI (domo). It. (see DOME). 

dup dAp (dial.) open. XVI. contr. of do up; 
D01 (in sense 'put')+uP adv.; cf DOFF, DON1• 



DUPE 

dupe djiip victim of deception. xvn. - F. 
dupe, earlier i·duppe, said in a text of xv to 
be a cant term; joe. application of (dial.) 
dupe hoopoe (of obscure origin), from the 
bird's stupid appearance. Hence dupe vb. 
XVIII; after F. duper. 

duple dju·pl twofold. xvr. - L. duplus, 
f. duo TWO+ *pl- ·FOLD. So du·plex. XIX. 
- L. duplex, f. duo+plic- FOLD2

• 

duplicate djii·plibt adj. consisting of two 
corresponding parts XV; sb. one of two 
things exactly alike XVI. - L. duplictitus, pp. 
of duplictire, f. duplus DOUBLE; see -ATE2 • 

So du·plicate vb. -eit xv. duplicA·TION 
doubling. xv. - F. or L. 

duplicity djupli·siti quality of being double
faced. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. duplicite or late 
L. duplicitas, f. duplic-, DUPLEX; see -ITY. 

durable dju;n;,bllasting. xrv(Ch.). -(O)F. 
durable ( = Sp. durable, It. durabile)- L. du
rtibilis, f. dw·tire last, ENDURE; see -ABLE. 

duralumin djurre·ljumin aluminium alloy. 
xx. G., f. Diiren (in the Rhineland)+ 
alumin(i)um ALU:\'Il::-IIU~! ; in Yen ted by A. 
\Vilm (1910); trade-mark of the Durener 
Metallwerke A.-G. (jf The identity of the 
first svll. of the internationalized form v:ith 
the stem of L. diirus hard, is accidental. 

dura mater dju;,-r;J mei·t;Jl outermost 
envelope of brain and spinal cord. xv. 
medL., lit. 'hard mother', tr. Arab. alumm 
al-galftjah or al-jafiyah 'the hard mother'; 
so called because it was thought to be the 
source of every other membrane in the 
body; cf. PIA MATER. Hence durAL1• XIX. 

durance dju;,·r;,ns tduration, lastingness xv; 
forced confinement or restraint, now esp. 
in phr. durance vile (Burns), formerly vile 
durance (Burke) and durance base (Butler); 
tstout cloth XVI. - (O)F. durance, f. durer; 
see next and -ANCE; in the latter sense in fl. 
by duress. 

duration dju(a)rei·Jan continuance. XIV 
(Ch.). - OF. duration- medL. diirdtio(n-), 
f. dllrtire harden, endure (whence (O)F. 
durer last, hold out, whence I'vlE. dure xm), 
f. diirus hard; see -ATI0::-1. So durATIVE 
dju;~or;Jtiv (gram.) applied to a form which 
marks action as going on or a state as con
tinuing. XIX. f. pp. of L. dzirtire. 

durbar d;i•JbaJ court or levee held by a 
native Indian ruler. XVII. -Urdu- Pcrs. 
darbtir court, f. dar door+ -bar (suffix of 
place-names). 

duress(e) djure·s, dju;J·res thardness, 
harshness XIV; forcible restraint, imprison
ment; constraint xv. -OF. duresse :- L. 
di'iritia, f. dzirus hard; see -Ess 2• 

durian dua-rian prickly fruit of Durio 
zibethinus. XVI. ult. - I'v'Ialay durfan, f. diirf 
thorn, prickle. So Du. doaian, F. durion, 
It. durio. 

during djm·ril] in or throughout the course 
of. XIV (Ch.; in Sc. tdurand XIV-XVI, -ant 
xrv). - (O)F. durant = Pr., Cat. durant, It., 
Sp., Pg. durante :-Rom. *diirante, abl. of 

DUTCH 

L. diirtins, prp. of diirtire last, continue ( cf. 
DURATIO:-r and see -ING2). In French le 
mariage durant (e.g.) occurs alongside durant 
le maria:;e lit. 'the marriage lasting', (hence) 
in the course of the marriage, being modelled 
on L. phr. ·with durante, in which either 
order was possible. Cf. the origin of PEND
Ii'\G and of G. zciilzrend during, prop. prp. 
of zciihren last (cf. e.g. in der u•iihrenden 
Arbeit 'in the iasting work', during the work). 

durrnast d;i•Jmiist variety of oak. XVIII. 
perh. orig. an error for dtmmast, i.e. DUN1 

(dark-coloured), l\!AST 2
• 

durn see DARN 2• 

durra, dhurra, also dhourra du·ra Indian 
millet. XVIII. -Arab. our(r)ah. 

durst see DARE. 
dusl' d.\sk adj. dark-coloured (OE.); sb. 

darker stage of twilight XVII; vb. grow dark 
(OE.). The form dusk is difficult to account 
for (cf., however, for the vowel OE. ge]JUxod, 
gepulzsod darkened); it is recorded first from 
Chaucer and the \Vycl. Bible; it was pre
ceded by ME. dosk sb., doskin vb. (xm), 
which are characteristically western fonns 
and repr. OE. dox dark, swarthy(:- *duskaz 
:- *dhuskos, whence L. fuscus dark, dusky, 
FUSCOUS; cf. SUBFUSC), and its deriv. doxian 
become dark in colour; these forms are fur
ther rei. to OS. dosan, OHG. tusin darkish 
(of colour), dull (cf. DU::-~ 1 ). 

dust clAst solid matter in a minute state of 
division. OE. diist = OFris. diist, MDu. 
donst, dast (LG. dust, Du. duist meal-dust, 
bran), ON. dust. The primary notion ap
pears to be 'that which rises in a cloud, 
as dust, smoke, vapour'; cf. OHG. tun(i)st 
wind, breeze, G. dunst vapour. Germ. 
*dzmstu- points to IE. *dhwns- *dlnvens-, 
repr. by Skr. dhvans fall to pieces or to dust. 
Hence dust vb. ·rrisc as dust XIII: treduce 
to dust XV; soil with dust; free from dust 
xvr (whence du·stER1 ; cf. ON. dusta). 
du·stY1• OE. diistig. 

dustoor dAstU;J'J (India) customary com
mio>sion. XVII. - Urdu- Pers. dasl!lr, 1. 
dast hand. 

dutch d.\tJ (vulgar colloq.) wife. xrx. 
Short for DUCHESS. 

Dutch d.\tf tGerman (in the widest sense) 
XIV (Wyclif); pert. to the people of Holland 
xvr. - MDu. dutsch Dutch, Netherlandish 
German (Du. duitsch German) = OE: 
];eodisc Gentile, also sb. a language, OS. 
thiudisc :-Germ. "]>eudiskaz (cf. Goth. 
]>iudiskO adv. 'eOvtKws' ), f. "'];eudti (OE. 
peod, etc. people); see -ISH1• In Germany 
the adj. was orig. used to render L. vulgaris 
to distinguish 'the vulgar tongue' from 
Latin, and hence to denote Ger~an verna
culars, ancl consequently the speakers of 
any of these. This is its earliest use in Eng., 
but in late xvr it became restricted (exc. in 
the traditional contrast of 'High Dutch' and 
'Low Dutch') to Netherlanders, who were 
the division of 'Germans' with which the 
English came into particular contact. 
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DUTY 

duty djii'ti conduct due towards a superior 
XIII (RGlouc.); obligation, function; tdue 
charge or fee XIV (Ch.); payment enforced 
or levied xv (Caxton). -AN. dewete, duete, 
f. du(e) DUE; see -TY. Hence du·tEous (Sh.), 
du·tiFUL1 XVI, du·tiABLE XVIII. 

duumvir djUA·mv::i.r one of a pair of co
equal officials. XVI. L., sg. derived from 
g. pl. duum virum of duo viri two men (see 
TWO, VIRILE). 

dwarf dw5.rf creature much below the 
ordinary size. OE. dweorg, dweorh = OFris. 
dwirg, MDu. dwerch (Du. dwerg), OHG. 
twerg (G. zzverg), ON. dvergr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *dwergaz :-IE. *dhwergWhos, 
whence also Gr. serphos (:- *Ferphos) midge. 
Hence dwarf vb. render dwarfish. XVII. 
dwa·rfisH1• XVI. 

dwell dwel tlead astray OE.; ttarry, delay; 
continue in a place or state XII (Orm); have 
one's abode XIII; spend time on XV. OE. 
dzvellan, pt. dwealde lead astray, corr. to OS. 
bildwellian hinder, MDu. dwellen stun, 
perplex, OHG. tzvellen (MHG. tzvellen) 
delay, harass, ON. dTelfa trans. delay, intr. 
and ref!. tarry, stay; f. Germ. *dzvel- *dwal
*duml-, repr. also by OE. dwelian lead 
astray, go astray, OFris. dwelia delay, MLG. 
dwelen be stupid, OHG. gitwelan be stunned, 
OE. dzvolian wander, dzvola error, heretic, 
gedwolen perverse. The sense 'abide, stay' 
was adopted from ON., to which the present 
existence of the word is mostly due. 

dwindle dwi·ndl become smaller and 
smaller. XVI (Sh.). f. (dial.) dzvine, OE. 
dwinan waste away~~ (:vi)LG., MDu. 
dwfnen, ON. dvina; see -LE 2 • 

dwt., abbrev. for pennyzceight, sci!. d for 
DENARIUS, wt. for weight. 

dyad dah:Cd number two. xvn. - late L. 
dyad-, dyas- Gr. duad-, duds, f. duo TWO; 
see -AD1• Cf. DUAD. 

dyarchy dai-ii.rki government by two rulers. 
XIX. Usual sp. of diarchy by assoc. with 
dyad, f. Gr. di- DI- 2+ -arkhia, arkhe -ARCHY. 

dye dai cause to take, impregnate with, a 
certain colour, tinge. OE. deagian, of unkn. 
origin. Not recorded again till late XIV (Ch., 
Trevisa), though the agent-nouns dy·ER\ 
dye·STER are recorded from XIII ; in Anglian 
areas the :viE. words were lit (- 0~. lita), 
litster, from XIII. So dye sb. colour pro
duced by dyeing, material used for it. OE. 
dealz, deag, rare ME. delz; the present word 
is a new formation on the vb. (XVI). The 

EACH 

words are peculiarly Eng. The distinction 
of sp. between this word and die became 
established since the time of Johnson, who 
has die for both, while Addison (e.g.) has 
dye for both. For the phonetic development 
cf. DIE\ EYE, LIE 2, TIE. 

dyke frequent sp. of DIKE, as in place-names. 
dynamic daime·mik, di- pert. to force. xrx. 
- F. dynamique (Leibniz, r6g:z)- Gr. duna
mik6s, f. dunamis strength; see next and -I c. 
So dyna·mrcAL. xrx. dyna·mics. XVIII. 

dynamite dai·-, di·n;)mait high explosive. 
Coined by Alfred Nobel r867. f. Gr. 
dunamis force, rei. to dunasthai (see 
DYNASTY)+-ITE. 

dynamo dai·n;)mou short for dynamo
machine, itself short for dynamo-electric
machine (I867); for the comb. form see -o-. 

dynasty di·n;Jsti, dai·- line of kings or 
princes. xv (Capgrave). - F. dynastie or 
late L. dynastia- Gr. dunasteiti power, 
domination, f. dunastifs (L. dynastes, whence 
dy·nast xvn), f. dunasthai be able or 
powerful. · 

dyne dain unit of force in the centimetre
gramme-second (C.G.S.) system. XIX. -F. 
dyne, taken from Gr. dzinamis force. 

dys- dis- prefix in L. adoptions repr. Gr. dus
= Skr. dus-, Gem1. *tus- (whence OE. to
(cf. TO-), OHG. zur- (G. zer-), ON. tor-); 
denoting the reverse of easy, favour
able, or fortunate, used in direct derivs. 
from Gr. and in new (chiefly scientific) 
formations. 

dysentery di·s;)nt(<l)ri inflammation of the 
large intestine. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - OF. 
dissenterie or L. dysenteria - Gr. dusenteriti, 
f. dusenteros, f. dus- DYs-+entera bowels (cf. 
E:-;TERIC); see -Y 3• 

dyslogistic disl<1d3i·stik having an un
favourable meaning. XIX. f. DYS- + the 
basic el. of ED! LOGISTIC. 

dyspepsia dispe·psi;J difficulty of digestion. 
XVIII. - L. dyspepsia (anglicized dyspe·psy 
xvn)- Gr. duspepsid, f. duspeptos difficult 
of digestion, f. dus- DYS- +pept6s cooked, 
digested; see PEPTIC, -Y 3

• 

dyspnrea dispni;~· (path.) difficulty of 
breathing. XVII. - L. dyspnma - Gr. 
duspnoia, f. dus- DYS- + pnoe' breathing ; rei. 
to pneuma (cf. PNEUMATIC). 

dziggetai, dzh- dzi·g<~tai, d3- equine qua
druped of Central Asia, Equus hemionus. 
XVIII (Pennant). - 2\1ongolian dsclziggetai, 
var. of tchikketei (long-)eared, f. tchikki ear. 

E 
e- see EX1-. 

each itJ every one regarded separately. OE. 
:EIC = OFris. ellik, elk, ek (WFris. elk, elts), 
MLG. ellik, MDu. elic, ellic, (M)LG., 

(M)Du. elk, OHG. eogilik (G. jeglich) :
WGerm. phr. *aiwo galikaz 'ever alike'; 
see AYE, LIKE\ ALIKE. For the disappearance 
of l in similar unstressed position cf. WHICH, 
SUCH everich (EVERY), forms below and 
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OFris. ek. (jf Other OE. words for 'each' 
were: ylc, whence ME. iilch, iich, ich, ych, 
ILK1 ; refric EVERY; gehwilc, whence ME. 
iw(h)ilch, uich; regehwilc, whence ME. ewilch, 
euch. 

eager i•g:u tardent, fierce XIII; keenly 
desirous or impatient; tpungent, acid ( cf. 
VINEGAR) XIV. -AN. egre, (O)F. aigre = Pr. 
agre, Sp., It. agro :-Rom. *acrum, for L. 
iicrem, nom. iicer pungent, swift, strenuous, 
f.*lik- be sharp or pointed (cf. ACID, EDGE). 

eagle i·gl large bird of prey ('the king of 
birds'). XIV (Ch., Wyclif). -AX egle, 
(O)F. aigle, replacing taille, refash. after Pr. 
aigla = Sp. dguila, Pg. aguia, It. aquila, 
Rum. dcerd :- L. aquila, perh. rei. to aquilus 
dark-brown, and orig. meaning 'dun
coloured bird'. So eaglet i·glit young eagle. 
XVI. + -ET, after F. aiglette, teglette. 

eagre i·g;J.r, (locally) ei·g;~.r tidal bore. The 
forms are of three types: (i) higre, hyger, 
hygre (XVII-XIX), in AL. higra Severn bore 
(XII, William of Malmesbury); (ii) tagar 
(xvr-xvii), ager, aiger (XIX); (iii) eagre, 
eager (XVII-). These perh. ult. repr. OE. 
regur, egur, eagar, eogor flood, tide; but this 
can only be if the g is a stopped cons., and if 
such a deriv. as ea river-:-gar spear (cf. BORE1) 

may be assumed, of which, however, there 
is no confirmation. Forms with a-, ai
rnay be due to Scand. influence (0::\'". d 
river). (jf It is difficult to relate 1\IE. aker, 
akyr 'impetus maris', dial. aiker, acker 
ripple. 

-ean i·;~n (e.g. in empyrean, Tacitean), -i;~n 
(e.g. in crerulean), and varying (as in hyper
borean, Protean), suffix formed by adding 
-AN to e or e of L. -eus, -eus (varying with 
-reus), corr. to Gr. -eos, -eios (-azos); for-
merly often with parallel forms in -rean, 
-eian, -ian; it has in some words an immed. 
F. original in -een. There are a few sur
vivals of formations on L. adjs. in -eus, viz. 
crerulean, hyperborean; others, such as gi
gantean, marmorean, purpurean, are obs. ; 
their number is larger if one takes in those 
repr. the comp. L. suffixes -iiceus, -iineus 
(see -ACEAN, -ANEAN), which are also the 
source of -ACEOUS, -ANEOUS. The earliest 
exx. of the suffix -ean date from mid-XVI to 
early XVII, and the majority are based on 
proper names, e.g. Democritean (Demo
criteius, JTJfLDKplr•ws), Epicurean (Epiciireus, 
'EmKovp£tos), Euripidean (Euripideus, Evp•-
1TLO<tos), European (Europ;eus, Evpwrra'ios), 
Herculean (Herculeus), Prome·thean (Pro
metheus, IIpofL~O<ws), Pythagorean (Pytha
goreus, -ius, llvOayop<ws). There are special 
cases, such as antipode·an, Tyrole·an, prob. 
modelled on European; Aristotelian, Eucli
dian, which replaced Aristotelean, Euclidean; 
Thucydide·an, pro b. after /Eschyle·an, Sopho
cle·an, and superseding Thucydi·dian (L. 
Thucydidius); and Herodote·an, pro b. after 
Thucydide·an; Rhadamanthean has been 
superseded by Rhadamanthine. Herculean 

EARNEST 

h5Jkjii'li;~n, h:i.Ikjuli·;~n is paralleled by 
Heraclean hi:>raklhm (L. Heracleus). See 
also CIESAREAN, EMPYREAN, JACOBEAN, 
PROTEAN. 

ea·nling (Sh.) see YEAN. 

ear1 i;~.r organ of hearing. OE. eare = OFris. 
tire, OS., OHG. ora (Du, oor, G. ohr), ON. 
eyra, Goth. auso :- CGerm. *auozo·n, *au· son, 
f. *aus- :- CIE. *ous-, whence also Av. usi 
the ears, L. aures, -is ( cf. auscultiire listen, 
*auzdire, audire hear; see AUSCULTATION, 
AUDITION), Gr. 6s, oils (:- *owos), g. i5t6s 
(:- *ousat6s), OPruss. ace. pl. ausins, Lith. 
aus!s, OS!. ucho, dual usi (Russ. ukho), Oir. 
au, mod. 6. (jJ One of the CIE. names of 
parts of the body; cf. eye, foot, heart, nail, 
nose. Hence ea·rRING. OE. earhring. 

ear 2 i:>.I spike of corn. OE. ear (Nhb. rehher; 
cf. ACROSPIRE) = OFris. iir, OS. ahar (Du. 
aar), OHG. ahir, ehir n. (G. iihre fern.), ON. 
ax, Goth. ahs :- CGerm. *axuz, *axiz, rei. 
to L. acus, acer- husk, chaff, f. *ak- be sharp 
or pointed, cf. AWN, EDGE. 

ear 3 i:>.I (arch., dial.) plough. OE. erian = 
OFris. era, OS. erian, OHG. erren, ON. erja, 
Goth. (CGerm.) arjan, f. IE. "ar-, repr. also 
by Gr. aroz1n, L. ariire, Lith. ariu, OS!. orjq, 
Oir. airim I plough; (sbs.) Gr. drotron, L. 
ariitrum, Oir. arathar, Arm. araur plough. 

earing i;~·ril) (naut.) any of a number of 
small ropes fastening the upper corner of 
a sail to the yard. XVII (Capt. Smith). perh. 
f. EAR1 -j- -ING1 or RING. 

earl 5.Il warrior; nobleman, prince; JARL 
OE.; equiv. of count XII (in ME. often 'great 
noble'). OE. earl= OS., OHG. erl, ON. 
jar! (runic erilaR), of unkn. origin. Hence 
ea·rlno:vr. XII. 

early ;)·.1!i near the beginning of a period. 
OE. (late Khb.) ferllce, beside iirlice, f. rer 
ERE+-lice -LY 2, after ON. drliga. So ea·rly 
adj. xrrr (AncrR.); after OK drligr. 

earn ;}Jn gain as a reward or wages. OE. 
earnian = l\1LG. amen, OHG. amen, arnon 
reap :- \VGerm. *aznojan, *aznfEjan, f. 
*aznu (0~. (mn labour), rei. to OE. esne 
labourer, man, OHG. esni, Goth. asneis 
hired labourer, and further to OHG. aran 
(whence :\1HG. erne; G. ernte is a new 
formation) harvest, Goth. asans harvest, au
tumn (whence OPrussian assam's autumn). 

earnest1 ;}·Jnist tardour in battle; serious
ness. OE. eornust, -ost, with suffix as in 
OHG. dionost (G. die1lSt) service = MLG. 
ernest, OHG. ernust (G. ernst), f. *ern-, repr. 
also in OK. ern brisk, vigorous, Goth. 
arniba safely; of unkn. origin. So ea·rnest 
adj. OE. eornost(e) = OFris. ernst, MLG. 
ernest (in G. ernst adj. has been developed 
from phr. containing the sb.). ea·rnestLY1• 
OE. eornostlice, 
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earnest2 :i•Jnist money paid as an instal
ment. xur. Earliest forms ernes, eernes; 
prob. alteration, with assim. to -NESS, of 
synon. and contemp. erles (Sc. arles XVI) 
-OF. *erles :-Rom. *arrulas, dim. (pl.) of 
L. arra pledge, pop. alteration of arrab6- Gr. 
arrhabrm - He b. 'eriibon security f. 'erab; 
assim. to prec. (ernest, arnest) appears xv. 
fJl A very rare late ME. erres (xv)- OF. erres 
- L. arras, is independent. 

earth :iJ)> the ground; the world. OE. 
eor]Je = OFris. erthe, OS. ertha (Du. aarde), 
OHG. erda (G. e1·de), ON. jQriJ, Goth. air]Ja 
:- CGerm. *erpo, f. base *er-, appearing 
also in OHG. ero earth. ON. jQrfi gravel, 
Gr. haze on the ground, W. erzv field. 
Hence earth vb. tbury XIV (Barbour); 
cover up with earth XVII ; until late XVI only 
Sc. earthen :i·Jp::>n. XIII; see -EN 3 and 
cf. OHG. irdin, Goth. air]Jeins; whence 
ea·rthenwAHE1 • XVII. ea·rthLY1

• OE. 
eor]Jlic. ea·rthQUAKE. XIV; superseding 
OE. eorpdyne (DIN), ME. erthdin(e). 
ea·rthy. XVI; see -Y1• 

earwig jg•.rwig insect so called because it 
is supposed to penetrate the ear. OE. 
earwicga, f. eare EAH1 +u·icga earwig, prob. 
rel. to WIGGLE; cf. synon. ME. arzcygyll 
(Promp. Parv.), dial. arrawiggle. fJl For the 
form of zvic!{a cf. DOG, and, for the connexion 
with ear, cf. synon. G. ohrzcurm, Du. oor
zcorm, F. perce-oreille, Russ. ukhovertka. 

ease iz topportunity, means; comfort, con
Yenience. XIII (chapel of ease XVI). -A;-.;-. 
ese, OF. eise, (also mod.) aise tclbow-room; 
tfavourable occasion, convenience ~ Pr. 
aize (whence It. tasio, AGIO, Pg. azo occa
sion, assistance, aptness) :-Rom. *adjaces 
for adjacens (cf. medL. in aiace in the neigh
bourhood), sb. use ofprp. of L. adjacere (see 
ADJACENT). So ease Yb. relieve, comfort. 
xrv. orig. - OF. aisier, aaisier, f. phr. a aise 
in comfort, at ease (a :- L. ad); later directly 
f. the sb. 

easel i·zl standing frame to support a 
picture. XVII. - Du. ezel ASS; cf. uses like 
cheval glass, clothes horse. 

easement i·zm;Jnt relief, convenience; ac
commodation in or about a house; privi
lege of using something not one's own XIV; 
evacuation of bowels xv. -OF. aisement (cf. 
AL. aisiamentum), f. aisier EASE vb.; see 
-MENT. 

east ist adv. in the direction of the rising 
sun OE.; sb. (OE. easte fern.); adj. (in OE. 
only compar. easterra, eastra, super!. east(e)
mest). OE. east- i_n comps. (e.g. eastende 
eastern region, Eastangle East-Anglians, 
eastrice the East) = OFris. iist, OS., OHG. 
6st (Du. oost, G. ost), repr. Germ. *austo
(with suffix *-no- in OE. eastan, OS., OHG. 
6stana, ON. austan from the east); as adv. 
prob. shortening of *easter == OS., OIIG. 
i5star, ON. austr toward the east:- Germ. 
*austro-, which is found in the proper 
namesEstrangli(Bede) East-Anglians, OHG. 

Ostarrihi (G. Osterreich) Austria, Germ.-L. 
Austrogoti (Goth. * Austrogutos) Ostrogoths; 
f. IE. base *aus-, as in L. aurora(:- *aus6sa), 
mlster (cf. AUSTHAL), Gr. (}Eolic) mii5s dawn, 
aUrion ( :- *ausrion) _to-morro,v, Lith. aufrd; 
cf. Skr. ushds morning, dawn. So "teaster 
nearest the east, eastern. XIV-XIX. perh. 
continuing OE. compar. easterm (cf. 0-:-.J. 
austarr more to the east). Hence prob. 
ea·sterLY1• XVI; cf. Du. oosterlijk. ea·stern 
pert. to, lying towards, the east. OE. easterne 
= OS., OHG. ostroni, o:;-.;-. austramn :
Germ. *austronja-, f. *austro-. ea·stwARD 
adv. toward the east. OE. easteu:earde; 
hence as adj. xv. 

Easter i·st;JJ festival of the Christian Church 
commemorating the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. OE. east1·e, mainly 
pl. eastron (g. eastrena, d. eastrum), also 
eastro, -a = OFris. asteron, MHG. osteren, 
OHG. ostarun (G. Ostern pl.); derived by 
Bede from the name of a goddess whose 
feast was celebrated at the vernal equinox, 
Eostre, Nhb. var. of Eastre :- Germ. * Aus
tron, cogn. with Skr. usra dawn (see EAST). 
Several OE. comps. of the comb. form 
Easter- survive: Easterxfen Easter Eve, 
Easterd<eg East~r Day, Eastersunnf!nd;:eg 
Easter Sunday, Eastertid Eastcrtide, Easter
wuce Easter week. 

easy i·zi at ease, free from pain, constraint, 
or discomfort XII ; causing little or no dis 
comfort or difficulty; not oppressive, severe, 
or painful XIV. -AN. aise, OF. aisie (mod. 
aise), pp. of aisin put at ease (see EASE vb.); 
the ending has been assim. to -Y1

• Hence 
easy-chair xvm (Farquhar). ea·sy adv. XIV; 
comb. in easy-going XVII ; (perh. orig. of 
horses). 

eat it pt. ate et, eit, pp. eaten i-tn con 
sume for nutriment; destroy by devouring. 
OE. str. vb. etan, pt. xt, ;:et, xton, pp. eten) 
= OFris. eta, OS. etan (Du. eten, aat, gege
ten), OHG. e;;an (G. essen, ass, gegessen), 
ON. eta (dt, etinn), Goth. itan :- CGerm. 
*etan; f. CIE. base *ed-, whence L. edere, 
Gr. Mein, Ir., Gael. ith, Lith. Mmi, OS!. 
jami, Skr. ddmi I eat, Hittite etir they ate. 
The sp. ate of the pt. depends on early ME. 
at, which repr. a short var. of OE. xt; the 
pronunc. et is usu. assoc. with the sp. ate, 
but is perl1. a shortening of pt. et. fJl FHET 
is a comp. of this vb. 

eau F. eau :- L. aqua water, as in eau-de
Cologne ou:d::>lG>lou·n perfume orig. made 
at Cologne (Koln), Germany; eau-de-vie 
oud::>vi· 'water of life', brandy. 

eaves ivz edge of a roof. OE. efes, corr. to 
OFris. ose, MLG. ovese, F!em. oose, MDu. 
ovese, ose, OHG. obasa, -isa, MHG. ob(e)se 
(G. dial. obsen) eaves, porch, ON. ups, Goth. 
ubizwa (in d. sg. ubiswai) 'aToa' :-Germ. 
*ofiaszva, *ofiiswa, prob. f. *ofi- of OVER. 

The finals is treated as the pl. ending and the 
word takes pl. concord. (jf ME. ouese, s.w. 
dial. oaves, ovice, office point to an OE. *ofes 
(beside ofesc edge, border, in place-names, 
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parallel to efesc). Hence eavesdroppER1 i·vz
dr<>:p;u one who listens under walls to hear 
gossip, secret listener. xv. f. ME. eves
dJ•oppes, prob.- ON. upsardropi, corr. to 
OE. yfresdrypce, \VFris. oesdrip, -drup, Flem. 
oosdrup eaves; see DRIP, DROP. Hence by 
back-fonnation ea·vesdrop vb. xvrr. 

ebb eb reflux of the tide. OE. ebba = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. ebbe (Du. eb) (whence G., 
Da. ebbe, Sw. ebb; also F. dial. ebe, if this is 
not from Eng.) :- WGerm. *alijon, -on, f. 
*ali (see OF), as if meaning 'a running off or 
away'. So ebb vb. OE. ebbian (also in 
a[ebbian, be[ebbian strand a ship) = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. ebben (cf. OS. •·bbiunga), OHG. 
fir!ebbita subsided, l\'IHG. eppen ebb. 

Ebenezer eb;mi·z::>.r title of some noncon-
formist meeting-houses, (hence) dissenting 
chapel. XIX. - Heb. eben hii 'ezer 'stone of 
the help', stone set up as a memorial of help 
received by Samuel after the victory of 
Mizpeh (r Sam. vii rz). 

ebonite e·b;Jnait vulcanite. r86r. f. EBONY 
+-ITE; cf. Du. eboneit. 

ebony e·b;mi hard black wood (esp. of 
trees of the species Diospyros). XVI (hebeny; 
the solitary ex. of heben;1 in Wycl. Bible, 
Ezek. xxvii I 5, appears to be due to misread
ing Vulg. ebeninos (of ebony) as ebeniuos). 
preceded by teban (xv, Lydg.)- OF. eban 
(also ebaine, mod. ebene)- medL. ebanus 
(whence also Sp., It. ebano), var. of L. ebenus 
(also used in ME. and MHG.), lzebenus 
- Gr. ebenos ebony tree, of Semitic origin 
(cf. Egyptian hbnj, Heb. hobnim); later ebon 
(XVI), latinized (h)eben (cf. Du. ebbeniboum, 
ebben,hout, G. eben;baum, eben;holz ebony 
tree/wood), which was superseded by forms 
with -y; perh. after ivory. 

ebriety ibrai-iti intoxication. xv. - F. 
ebriete or L. ebrietiis, f. ebrius drunk )(sobrius 
SOBER; see -ITY. 

ebullient ib.\'li;Jnt boiling, effervescent, 
bubbling over. xvr. - L. ebullient-, -ens, 
prp. of ebullire, f. e E-+bullil·e BOIL 2 ; see 
-ENT. So ebulliTIO~ ebAli-fan. XVI (once 
XIV Lanfranc). -late L. 

ecarte eika·.rtei, /!ekarte card game in which 
certain cards are thrown out. XIX. F., pp. 
of ecarter discard, f. e- EX-1+carte CARD. 

ecbatic ekbao·tik (gram.) denoting result. 
XIX. - Gr. *ekbatik6s, implied in the adv. 
ekbatikos, f. ekbainein result, f. ek out+ 
bainein go; see EX- 2, CO!'<IE, -IC. 

eccentric ekse·ntrik not concentric XVI (as 
sb. xv, Lydg.); not central or referable to 
a centre; irregular, odd XVII; sb. (person) 
XIX (Scott), after F. (xvm). - late L. 
eccentricus, f. Gr. ekkentros, f. ek out, Ex- 2+ 
kentron CENTRE; cf. (O)F. excentrique. 
Hence eccentri·ciTY. xvr. 

ecclesiastic iklizia;·stik pert. to the Church 
XV; sb. clergyman XVII. -F. ecclesiastique or 
ChrL, eccltsiasticus- Gr. ekklesiastikos, f. 

ECLIPTIC 

ekklesiasds, in LXX. rendering He b. qoheleth 
one who addresses a public assembly, in 
ancient Gr. member of the ecclesia or public 
assembly of citizens, f. ekklesidzein hold or 
summon to an assembly, (eccl.) summon to 
church, f. ekklesiii assembly, (eccl.) church, 
f. ekklet6s, pp. adj. of ekkalefn, f. ek out, 
Ex- 2 +kalein call, summon (cf. HALE 2

). So 
ecclesia·stiCAL. xv. 

echelon ei·f;JI5, -l<>n military formation in 
parallel divisions but with no two on the 
same alignment. XVIII. -F. echelon, f. 
echelle ladder:- L. sclila SCALE3 ; cf. -OON. 

echinus ekai·n<>s (zoo!.) sea-urchin xrv 
(Ch.); (archit.) ovolo moulding next below 
the abacus. xvr. L.- Gr. ekhinos hedgehog, 
sea-urchin, rei. to OE. igel or igel hedgehog, 
OHG. igil, igil (G. igel, teigel), ON. igull, 
OS!. jezi. Comb. form echi·no-. XIX. 

echo e·kou repetition of sounds due to re
flection of sound-waves. XIV. - (O)F. echo 
or L. echO- Gr. ekM ( cf. ekhe, ekhos noise), 
perh. rei. to OE. swag noise, swogan, swegan 
make a noise. Hence e·cho vb. XVI. 
echoic ekou·ik of the nature of echo, ap
plied by J. A. H. Murray (r88o) to words 
that are held to imitate sounds denoted by 
them. 

eclair ei·kle<>~ finger-shaped cake of light 
pastry filled with cream and iced. XIX. .F. 
('lightning'), f. eclairer :- Rom. *excliiriiire, 
f. ex Ex-l+cliirus CLEAR. 

eclaircissement eikle;,rsi·sma clearing up, 
explanation. XVII (Clarendon, Dryden). F., 
f. eclairciss-, eclaircir :- Rom. *excldricire, f. 
ex Ex-1 +clarus CLEAR; see -MENT. 

eclat ei·kla brilliance, lustre, brilliant suc
cess. XVII (Evelyn). F., f. eclater burst out 
(OF. esclater = Pr. esclatar) :-Rom. *esclat
tm·e- Germ. *slaitan, causatil'e of *slitan 
SLIT. 

eclectic elde·ktik epithet of philosophers 
not attached to a school XVII; collecting or 
collected from different sources XIX. -Gr. 
eklektik6s, f. eklelu6s selective, f. ekteg~:in, f. 
ek out, Ex- 2 +tegein choose = L. legere; see 
LECTI0:-1, -IC. Cf. F. eclectique. 

eclipse ikli·ps interception or obscuration 
of the light of a heavenly body. XIII (esclepis, 
clipes, clippis, Cursor M.). -OF. eclipse, 
tesclipse (mod. eclipse)- L. eclipsis- Gr. 
ekleipsis, f. ekleipein be eclipsed, leave its 
place, fail to appear, be wanting, f. ek out, 
away, Ex- 2 +leipein LEAVE 2• Hence ecli·pse 
vb. XIV. - (O)F. eclipser. 

ecliptic ikli·ptik pert. to an eclipse XIV 
(Ch.); sb. great circle of the celestial 
sphere, the apparent orbit of the sun, so 
called because eclipses happen only when 
the moon is on or very near this line XIV. 
- L. eclipticus (in signa ecliptica, linea 
ecliptica)- Gr. ekleiptik6s (also sb. in masc. 
and n.), f. ekleipein; see prec. and -Ic. 
Also ecli•pt!CAL. XVI. Cf. F. ecliptique. 
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eclogue e·klvg pastoral dialogue (esp. of 
Theocritus and Virgil). xv (ecloog, Lydg.). 
- L. ecloga short poem - Gr. eklog~ selection, 
esp. of poems, f. eklegein (see ECLECTIC). The 
common var. eglog (XVI-XVIII) reflects (O)F. 
eglogue, medL. (Sp., It.) egloga, of which the 
eg- is due to assoc. with Gr. aig-, afx goat, 
quasi 'discourse of goatherds'. 

ecod var. of egod, EGAD. XVIII. 

ecology, recology ikv·l"d3i (bot.) study of 
the relations of plants and animals with their 
habitat. XIX. -G. okologie (Haeckel), f. Gr. 
oikos house (used for 'habitat') (cf. WICK 2); 
see -LOGY. 

economy ikv·nami management (of a 
house) XVI; careful management, thrift; 
administration of a community or establish
ment xvn; political economy, tr. F. economie 
politique XVI. - (O)F. economie or L. reco
nomia - Gr. oikonomiii, f. oikon6mos manager 
of a household, steward, f. oikos house (cf. 
WICK1)+-n6mos managing, nemein manage 
(cf. NOMAD); see -Y8• So economic ika
nv·mik, ek-, -!CAL adjs. XVI- (O)F. economi
que or - L. reconomicus - Gr. oikonomik6s. 

ecru ei·krii colour of unbleached linen. XIX. 
(O)F., f. e- (intensive)-j-cru CRUDE. 

ecstasy e·kst;,si exalted state of feeling. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). Rare before XVI; earlier 
forms ex(s)tasie, -acy, the sp. with ecst-, 
accommodated to Gr., appearing XVII; 
-OF. extasie- (with assim. to sbs. in -sie, 
L. -sia) late L. extasis (Tert.)- Gr. ekstasis, 
f. eksta-, stem of exis tdnai put out of place 
(in phr. existdnai phrenon drive out of one's 
wits), f. ek out, EX- 2-1-histdnai place (see 
STA:-ID). So ecstatic ekstre·tik. XVII. - F. 
extatique (Rabelais) - Gr. ekstatik6s. 

ecto- e·ktou repr. Gr. ekt6s outside (f. ek 
EX- 2 after ent6s = L. intus within), used as 
comb. form in scientific terms such as e·cto
derm, e·ctoplasm. 

ecumenical var. of <ECUME!'IICAL. 

eczema e·kzima skin disease. XVIII. 
- modL. - Gr. ekzema, f. ekzein boil over, 
(of disease) break out, f. ek out, EX- 2-i-zefn 
boil (cf. YEAST). 

-ed1 id (d, t; see below) formative of the 
pp. of weak verbs, in OE. -ed, -ad, -od, -ud, 
the vowels of which repr. (though not consis
tently) the thematic vowels characteristic of 
the class to which the verbs belong, the 
suffix proper being -d :- CGenn. *-oaz :-
IE. *-t6s, repr. by Skr. -tds, Gr. -t6s (inver-
bal adjs.), L. -tus, Lith. -tas. In some OE. 
verbs, the suffix being added immed. to the 
base appears as -d, after unvoiced cons. as 
-t; e.g. seald, pp. of sellan SELL, bolzt, pp. of 
byt!gan BUY. In ME. the several OE. variants 
were levelled under -ed ( -id, -yd; in western 
areas -et, e.g. icrunet crowned; in north. 
and Sc. -it, -yt, e.g. lovit beloved) ; and this 
-ed is usu. retained in writing, although the 
pronunc. is normally reduced to d,, or, after 
unvoiced cons., to t, e.g. robed roubd, hoped 

-ED 

houpt. The pronunc. id occurs regularly 
in ordinary speech only in the endings -ded, 
-ted, but it is often required elsewhere in 
verse and survives in the public reading of 
the Bible and the Liturgy. A few pps., as 
beloved, blessed, cursed, prominent in reli
gious use, have escaped the tendency to 
contraction when used as adjs. ; and learned 
as adj. is pronounced !~·.mid as dist. from 
the pp., which is l:'i.md, 1~.mt. From XVI to 
xvm commonly (and later in individual 
usage) -ed was replaced by -t after a voice
less cons. preceded by another cons. or a 
short vowel, e.g. jumpt, stept, whipt; this 
spelling has become universal where a 
long vowel in the stem has been shortened 
in the pp., e.g. crept, dealt, kept, knelt, lost, 
meant, slept, swept. \Vhere there is a short
ened and an unshortened form there is a 
twofold spelling, as in leapt lept, leaped lipt. 

In certain other classes of verbs there has 
been gen. contraction in ME. of -ed which 
had begun in inflected forms in OE.: -ded, 
-ted became -d(d), -t(t), as in bled( d) for OE. 
bleded (see BLEED), set(t) for OE. seted (see 
SET1); after 1, n, r, the ending -dedhas become 
-t, as in gilt, girt, sent; in some verbs l, m, 11 

at the end of their stem cause the change of 
-ed to t, as in bumt, felt, smelt, spilt, un
kempt. Several verbs have parallel forms 
without contraction, sometimes with differ
ence of use, e.g. burned and burnt, leaned 
and leant, penned and pent, roasted and roast, 
spoiled and spoilt. 

In early :.VIE. zvicke and wrecche were given 
an adjectival appearance by adding -ed, to 
make z~icked, zvretched. Exceptional forma
tions on sbs. are crabbed, dogged; tbicclzed 
(cur;;cd) may be similarly based on bitch. 

In early mod. Eng. certain pps. and other 
similar forms of foreign origin were ex
tended with -ed to assimilate them to native 
words of similar function; as tbigot, bigoted; 
tdevote, devoted; telate, elated; situate, 
situated; L. and F. pps. were also directly 
naturalized, as couped, 'Versed. In scientific 
use there are variants such as falcate and 
falcated, labiate and labiated, pinnate and 
pimzated. 

-ed 2 id repr. OE. -ede = OS. -odi :- Germ. 
*-oiJja-, and appended to sbs. to form adjs. 
denoting the possession or the presence of 
the thing or attribute expressed by the sb., 
e.g. OE. h6cede hooked (f. hOc), hringede 
ringed (f. hring). This suffix corresponds 
in function to the -tus of L. formations 
like caudiitus tailed (f. cauda tail), auritus 
eared (f. auris ear) ; it is now added without 
restriction to a sb. to form an adj. with the 
sense 'possessing, provided with, charac
terized by' (something), as in booted, cul
tured, diseased, honeyed (honied), jaundiced, 
moneyed, spurred, wooded, and notably in 
parasynthetic adjs., as dark-eyed, leather
aproned, mealy-mouthed, three-pronged, weak
kneed. 

In mod. Eng. and to a large extent in ME. 
there is no formal distinction between e:a. 
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of this suffix and ppl. adjs. in -ED1 derived 
ult. from sbs. through unrecorded vbs. 
Even in OE. there is variation between -ede, 
-ed (rare), and -ad ( -ud), chiefly in para
synthetic comps., as tini!agede one-eyed, 
blrecfeaxede black-haired, langsweorede long
necked, ri!adstalede red-stalked, twiheafdede 
two-headed, twilrepped having two skirts, 
pribeddod having three beds, prifotud three
footed. Suffixed parasynthetic adjs. existed 
beside forms without a d-suffix (the latter 
were extended later with -ed, e.g. heardheort, 
hard-hearted), e.g. hwitlocc, hwitloccede 
white-haired, twiecge, -ecgede two-edged; 
other types, with mutation, are repr. by 
tinhyrnd one-horned, )>rihyrne, )>rihyrnede 
three-horned, feozverfete four-footed, with 
whichcf. ON. -eygar-eyed, -hyrndr-horned, 
which have a ppl. suffix as well as i-mutation. 

edacious i-, idei·f;~s eating, devouring. XIX. 
f. L. edtici-, edtix, f. edere EAT; see -rous. 

edaphic idadik (bot.) pert. to the soil. xx. 
-G. edaphisch (Schimper), f. Gr. Maphos 
ground, soil (orig. base, bottom, f. *sed
SIT); see -!C. 

Edda e·d;~ title of two ON. collections 
(Elder or Poetic E., Younger or Prose E.). 
XVIII (Gray). ON., of disputed etym.; either 
f. the name of the great-grandmother in the 
poem 'Rigs]mla' or f. ON. 6or poetry. 
Hence E·ddrc, Eddaic edei·ik. xrx. 

eddish e·dif aftergrowth of grass; stubble. 
xv. Formally identical with OE. edisc park, 
enclosed pasture; the discrepancy of sense 
is a difficulty, but cf. OE. edischenn quail, 
perh. 'stubble-hen'; perh. f. ed- (see next); 
cf. OE. edgrowung, ME. edgrow aftergrowth. 

eddy e·di small whirlpool. xv (Sc. ydy). 
per h. of Scand. origin; the stem-vowel of 
ydy corr. to that of ON. iaa eddy, whirlpool, 
which does not, however, account for the 
terminal -y; in any case, pro b. f. base of OE. 
ed- again, back = OFris. et-, OHG. et(a)-, 
ON. ia-, rei. to L. et and, Gr. etiyet, Gaulish 
etic and, Goth. ip then, but; if of native 
origin, perh. :- OE. *edwreg, corr. to MHG. 
itwrege flood, whirlpool (OE. wreg wave = 
OFris. wei, OS., OHG. wag, G. u:oge, ON. 
fldgr, Goth. wegs; cf. WAY, WEIGH). 

edelweiss ei·dlvais Alpine plant, Filago 
Leontopodium. XIX. G., f. edel noble (cf. 
ATHELING)+weiss WHITE. 

Eden i·dn abode of Adam and Eve (Gen. 
ii 15) XIV (Wycl. Bible); delightful abode 
paradise xv.I (Sh.). - L. (Vulg.) Eden, Gr: 
(LXX) llden- He b. 'eden, assoc. with the 
word meaning 'delight'. 

edentate ide·nteit of the order of Edentata 
which lack incisor and canine teeth. XIX: 
- L. edenttitus, f. e E-+dent-, dens TOOTH; 
see -ATE 2

• So ede·ntuLous toothless. XVIII. 
f. L. i!dentulus. 

EDULCORATH 

edge ed3 sharp side of a blade OE. ; 
boundary of a surface XIV. OE. eeg = OFris. 
egg, OS. eggia (Du. egge), OHG. ekka (G. 
ecke), ON. egg :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*agjo, f. *ag- :-IE. *ak- be sharp or pointed, 
as in L. acies edge, sharpness, line of battle, 
Gr. akis point, akmi ACME, Lith. akStls spit; 
cf. AWN, EAR2 , and EAGER. Hence edge vb. 
give an edge to XIII; incite XVI (cf. EGG 2). 

edible e·dibl fit to be eaten. XVII. - late L. 
edibilis, f. edere EAT; see -IBLE. 

edict i·dikt order proclaimed by authority. 
xv. - L. edictum, sb. use of pp. n. of edicere 
proclaim, f. e E-+dicere say, tell (cf. DIC
TION). Superseded earlier adoption (XIII) of 
(O)F. Mit. 

edification e:difikei·f;~n A. building up of 
the church, of the soul in holiness, etc. 
(after Gr. olKollop...j in r Cor. xiv; cf. Rom. 
xiv 19) XIV (Wycl. Bible); mental or moral 
improvement XIV; building xv (now rare 
or obs.). - L. redifictitio(n-), f. redifi.ctire 
EDIFY; see -FICATION. So edifice e·difis 
building. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. edifice- L. 
redificium, f. redis dwelling, orig. hearth (rei. 
to Skr. Mhas kindling wood, Gr. afthein 
burn, L. restus heat, OE. tid funeral pile, 
fire, Oir. aed fire) +fie-, wk. form of facere 
make._ ediFY e·difai build up, lit. and fig. 
XIV. - (O)F. Mifi.er- L. redifi.ctire. 

edit e·dit tpublish (rare); prepare an edi
tion of XVIII; be the editor of XIX. Formerly 
occas. edite; partly- F. Miter publish, edit 
(itself based on edition); partly back-forma
tion from EDITOR. q An earlier ex. of a vb. 
tedition occurs XVIII. So ediTION idi·J;~n 
tpublication; tproduction, creation; one of 
the forms in which a literary work is pro
duced XVI. - (O)F. edition- L. editio(n-) 
f. edit-. editor e·dit;~.r tpublisher XVI; 
(rare); one who prepares an edition XVIII; 
conductor of a periodical XIX. - L. editor 
producer, exhibitor, f. edit-, pp. stem of 
edere put forth, f. e+dare put; see E-, EX·\ 
DATE 2, -TOR, and cf. F. editeur publisher 
(XVIII). q Preceded by teditioner in the 
second sense. Hence edito·riAL XVIII · 
whence F. editorial. ' 

educate e·djukeit bring up, provide 
schooling or tuition for. xv. f. pp. stem 
ofL. eductire, rei. to educere EDUCE; see -ATEs. 
So educA'TION. xvr. - (O)F. or L. Hence 
educa ·tionrsT XIX, which is earlier than 
educa·tionalrsT, f. educa·tioDALt (xvn). 
e·ducatiVE. XIX. 

educe idju·s tlead or draw forth xv; bring 
out, develop from a latent condition xvn. 
- L. educere, f. e E-+ducere lead (cf. DUCT). 

edulcorate idA·lkoreit soften. xvrr. f. pp. 
stem of medL. edulcortire, f. e E· + dulcor 
sweetness, f. dulcis sweet ; see DOUCE, -A TEB. 
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-ee1 i· suffix repr. AN. -ee, -e, (O)F. -t! :
L. -titus, -titum, endings (m. and n.) of pps. 
of vbs. in -tire, as in deputtitus deputy, 
mandatum command (cf. MAUNDY). It 
occurs earliest (xv) in legal temts of A~. 
origin, denoting the recipient of a grant or 
the like, e.g. feoffee, grantee, lessee', patentee, 
on the model of which many others were 
made, most of which cannot be construed 
as 'direct' passives, but denote the indirect 
object of vbs.; in payee 'one to whom some
thing is payable' (xvm), there has been a 
further departure from the original function. 
Legatee (XVII) is a fresh type, on the model 
of which donatee was formed (contrast 
donee). The common correspondence of 
agent-nouns in -or or -er, e.g. lessor and 
lessee, obligor and obligee, with nouns in -ee 
led to the general application of the suffix, 
as with lover and lovee (Richardson), jester 
and jestee (Sterne). Many such are nonce
words and remain so; but some, like ad
dressee (De Quincey), are permanent. From 
XVI certain heraldic adjs., such as nebuly, 
tmdy (earlier nebule, unde) have variants 
with -ee. By mid-xvii -ee had become the 
regular repr. of F. -t! in adopted words ; e.g. 
congee, debauchee, rappee. Later exx. are 
examinee, illuminee, employee, escapee, in XX 
internee, evacuee. There are special features 
in ABSENTEE, COMMITTEE, DEVOTEE, REFUGEE. 

-ee 2 i· suffix used in a few names of gar
ments, primarily with dim. force, as bootee, 
coatee, neckatee (of obscure formation), all 
ofxvm, and shirtee (U.S.); also goatee (orig. 
U.S.), var. goaty, perh. a variation on -ie, 
-Y6, as also in goa lee goalkeeper, townee town
bred person. C1[ In dungaree, grandee, jam
boree, jubilee, marquee, puttee, in Pharisee and 
Sadducee, in Bengalee, Chinee, ,"".Jaltee, and 
Portugee, the source of the el. is different. 
See -ESE. 

eel il fish of the genus Anguilla. OE. iN = 
OFris. cl, OS., OHG. a! (Du., G. aal), 0:'-l". 
dll :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fi:laz, of unkn. 
origin. 

een in see EYE. e'en in see EVE~;1 • 

-een1 i·n terminal el. in names of fabrics, 
denoting one inferior to or coarser than that 
denoted by the original word; i~ repr. F. 
-ine, as in ratteen XVII (-F. ratine), which 
was preceded by shagreen XVII (irreg.- F. 
chagrin), camleteen XVIII (-F. camelotine); 
·velveteen (XVIII) was modelled on ratteen, 
sateen (XIX) is a modification thereafter of 
satin, and beaverteen (XIX) has -teen from 
velveteen and sateen. 

-een2 i·n suffix repr. Ir. dim. ending -in, as 
in boneen young pig (banabhin), b1reen lane 
(botharin), buckeen (xvm), caubeen (cdibin), 
colleen, dudeen, mavourneen (xvm), spalpeen, 
squireen. 

e'er Ea.r see EVER. 

-eer1 ia·.r suffix repr. mostly F. -ier :- L. 
-tirius -ARY (in Sp. -ero, Pg. -eiro ; It. -iere is 
from F.), and denoting 'one who is con-

EFFENDI 

cerned with, handles, or deals with'. Formal 
conditions vary from word to word, but in 
several exx. there were earlier vars. in -er 
and -ier (which was gen. replaced by -eer 
in XVII); and two words, charioteer and en
gineer, go back to ME. antecedents adopted 
from OF. forms in -ear (mod. -eur). Of the 
older words those that date from XVI often 
begin with -er, as mutiner, pioner, scrutiner, 
but there are instances of -eer as early as 
XVI, e.g. cannoneer, moyleteer MULETEER. In 
pamphleteer, privateer, sonneteer (all from 
XVII) a derogatory or contemptuous notion 
predominates; these provided a model for 
such "l.vords as crotcheteer, projitee1·, 1·acketeer, 
and more recently blackmarketeer, all of 
which are formed on words ending in t. 
There are two words denoting inanimate 
objects, GAZETTEER and MUFFINEER. 

l\1ost of the sbs. have deriv. vbs., which 
are used particularly in the gerund and prp. 
(-eering), and some of them, e.g. electioneer
ing, mountaineering, are much commoner 
than the sbs. to which they belong. In early 
XIX foreigneering appears for 'engaging in 
foreign matters', modelled on electioneer; 
henceforeigneer far;omi;:>·.r as a depreciatory 
var. of foreigner. 

-eer2 i;n repr. Du. -eeren - F. inf. ending 
-er :- L. -tire, in commandeer (XIX), domineer 
(xvi). The obs. pickeer (XVII) pillage, skirm
ish, scout, flirt, wrangle, seems to be - Du. 
pickeren prick, spur (-F. piquer), with a 
strange sense-development; and the form 
of tfineer (later z·eneer) points to Du.jineere11 
refine (gold), veneer (wood). 

eerie, eery i;ni fearful, timid, (now) super
stitiously uneasy XIII (Cursor :VI.); uncanny, 
weird XVIII. Orig. north. Eng. and Sc. eri, 
ery; derivation from :\IE. erJ, arJe cowardly, 
timid (OE. em·g) would suit the earliest 
sense, but the vowel of the stem is not appro
priate, and the ending (-ie, -Y1) would be 
difficult to account for. 

ef- form of ec- EX- 1 used before f. 
efface Hei·s wipe out, obliterate. xv (Cax

ton). - (O)F. effacer, f. ex- EF- -+face FACE, 
effect ife·kt result XIV (Ch.); accomplish
ment xv; operative influence, impression 
XVII; pl. goods and chattels xvm. - OF. 
~fleet (mod. effet) or L. effectus, f. effect-, 
pp. stem of efficere work out, f. ex EF-+fic-, 
jacere make, do (cf. FACT). Cf. FECKLESS. 
Hence effe·ct vb. XVI. Also effe·ctiVE. XIV 
(Trevisa). - L. effectivus; cf. (O)F. effectij. 
effe·ctuAL. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). - medL. 
effe·ctUATE3• xvr. f. medL. effectutit-, -tire, 
whence F. effectuer. 

effeminate ife·minat womanish. XIV (Gower). 
- L. e,f]eminiitus, pp. of effeminiire make 
feminine, f. ex EF--1-femina woman; see 
FEMININE, -ATE 2• Hence effe·minACY. XVII. 

effendi efe·ndi Turkish title of respect. 
XVII (aphendi, Selden). -Turk. efendi- Gr. 
autht!ntes (pronounced afpe·ndis) lord, 
master (see AUTHENTIC). 
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efferent e·brant discharging. XIX. - L. 
efferent-, -ens, prp. of efferre, f. ex EF--j-ferre 
BEAR 2 ; see -ENT. 

effervesce eb~ve·s give off bubbles of gas. 
XVIII. - L. effervescere, f. ex+fervescere, in
ceptive of fervere; see EF-, FERVENT, -ESCE. 
So efferve·scENT, -ENCE. xvn. 

effete efi·t tthat has ceased to bring forth; 
worn out. xvn. - L. effetus that has brought 
forth young, exhausted as by bearing young, 
f. ex EF--J-jetus bearing (see F<ETUS). 

efficacious efikei·Jes producing the desired 
effect. XVI. f. L. efficiici-, -ax (whence F. 
efiicace), f. efficere; see EFFECT and -ACIOUS. 
So effica·ciTY. xv. -F. - L. So efficient 
ifi·Jant making a thing what it is XIV (the 
cause efficient, Trevisa, tr. L. causa efficiens); 
adequately operative ·or skilled XVIII. - prp. 
of L. efficere. effi·ciENcv. XVI (Hooker). 
-L. 

effigy e·fid3i portrait, image. Not before 
xvm in sg. form, which is based on the L. 
abl. ; earlier in pl. effigies and phr. in effigie 
( 4 syll.) belong to L. effigies efi ·d3iiz, 
which was in common use XVI-XIX. - L. 
effigies, f. effig-, stem of effingere, f. ex- EF- + 
fingere fashion (see FEIGN). 

effloresce efl5re·s burst forth as in flower ; 
change to fine powder. xvm. - L. efflores
cere, f. ex EF--l-fiorescere (see FLORESCENCE). 
So efHorE•SCENCE. XVII. efflorE·SCENT. XIX. 

effluent e·fluant flowing out xvm (once xv); 
sb. XIX. - L. effluent-, -ens, prp. of effluere, 
f. ex EF--j-fiuere flow (cf. FLUX). So e·fflu
ENCE. XVII (once XIV). Cf. (O)F. effluent, 
-ence. effluvium eflii·viam outflow or ex
halation of (electric or other) particles; 
exhalation affecting the sense of smell, 
(hence, pop.) noxious odour. XVII (Sir T. 
Browne). L., f. effluere, f. ex EF-+ fiuere flow 
(cf. FLUENT). So efflux e·flAks outflow. 
XVII (Sanderson, H. More, Jer. Taylor). 
L.; cf. FLUX. efflu·xiON. xvn (Bacon, Sir T. 
Browne). - (O)F. or late L. 

effort e·fa~t putting forth of power. xv 
(Caxton). - (O)F. effort, earlier esforz nom., 
f. esforcier (mod. efforcer) = Pr. esforzar, It. 
sforzare, Sp. esforzar :- Rom. *exfortiare, 
f. L. ex EF- +fortis strong (see FORCE). 

effrontery ifrA·ntari shameless audacity. 
XVIII. -F. effronterie, f. effronte shameless, 
impudent, OF. esfronte = It. sfrontato :
Rom. *exfrontatus, f. *exfrons, for late L. 
effrons barefaced, f. ex EF- +frons forehead ; 
see FRONT, -ERY. 

effulgent efA•ld3ent gleaming forth. XVIII. 
- L. effulgent-, -ens, prp. of effulgere; see EF-, 
FULGENT. So effu·lgENCE. XVII (Milton). 
-late L. 

effusion efjii•3an pouring out or forth, 
shedding (of blood). xv. - (O)F. effusion 
- L. effusio(n-), f. effzls-, effundere; see EF-, 
FUSION. So effu·nd (now rare). xv; effu·se. 
XVI pour forth. c:ffu·siVIl. XVII. 

EH 

efreet var. of AFREET. 
eft eft OE. efeta NEWT, surviving dial. 

eftsoons eftsii·nz again; (soon) afterwards. 
OE. eft sona 'afterwards immediately', ME. 
eftsone, to which advb. -s was added XIV; 
OE. eft ( = OFris., OS. eft, MLG., MDu. 
echt, ON. ept, eft :-Germ. *aftiz, compar. 
adv. f. *aft- AFTER)-j-sona SOON. 

egad ig::e·d (arch.) euph. excl., veiling by 
God. xvn. Varying with i gad, egad, agad, 
and adad, adod; perh. orig. for A! God! 

eggt eg 'ovum'. XIV. -ON. egg; super
seding ME. ey :-cognate OE. reg = OS., 
OHG. (Du., G.) ei, Crim.-Gothic ada 
(Goth. *addi-) :- CGerm. *ajjaz n., prob. 
ult. rei. to L. ovum, Gr. oi6n, OS!. *jaje 
(Russ. yaUs6, dim. yaichko), Ir. og, W. wy :
*owjom, and further to words for 'bird' in 
Skr. vis, L. avis :- *owis. t1[ Traces of OE. 
sg. reg survived in aye (xvi) and of pl. regru 
( = OHG. eigir, G. eier) in eyren (xv). 

egg2 eg incite. First recorded in late Nhb. 
OE. geeggedon, pt. pl. of geeggia- (with ge
Y- prefixed) ON. eggja, rei. to egg EDGE. 

eglantine e·glantain sweet-briar. XIV. 
-OF. eglantine- Pr. aiglentina, f. aiglent :
Rom. *aculentu-s, f. (after spinulentus thorny) 
acus needle, aculeus prickle, sting, f. *ak
(see ACRID). 

ego e·gou, i·gou (philos.) the conscious or 
thinking subject; (colloq.) self. XIX. L., the 
pron. I. So e·goiSM belief that nothing 
exists but one's own mind; theory which 
regards self-interest as the basis of morals 
XVIII; egotism XIX. -F. egozsme- modL. 
egoismus. egotiSM e·gotizm practice of 
talking about oneself; self-conceit, selfish
ness XVIII (Addison); the t may be merely 
hiatus-filling; but perh. modelled on despot
ism; hence F. egotisme. So e·gOIST, e·gotrsT. 
XVIII. 

egregious igri·d3i:~s eminent; gross, fla
grant. XVI. f. L. egregius surpassing, illus
trious, f. e out of (Ex-1) + greg-, grex flock 
(cf. CONGREGATE, GREGARIOUS); see -IOUS. 

egress i·gres going out, issuing. xvr. - L. 
egressus, f. egress-, pp. stem of egredi, f. e 
EX-1 +gradi step (cf. GRADIENT). 

egret i·gret white heron. xv. -AN. egrette, 
(O)F. aigrette- Pr. aigreta, f. stem of aigron, 
corr. to (O)F. heron HERON; see -ET. 

eh ei, dial. e also spelt ei'gh, Sc. and north. 
Eng. int. of wonder, doubt, or the like :
north. ME. a, AH = south. ME. o OH. xvi. 
Cf. ON. d. t1[ Two interrog. uses are wide
spread: (i) appended to an inquiry, 'Is it 
so ?', 'What do you think?' XVIII; (ii) in 
brusque or rude speech, asking for a repeti
tion of a statement, as an answer to a call, 
etc., 'What did you say?'. The origin and 
history of these uses are not clear ; they were 
earlier expressed by ha ?, e.g. Sh. 'Mer. V.' 
II Y 44, 'Wint.' I ii Z]O. 
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EIDER-DOWN 

eider-down ai·d;udaun down from the 
breast of the ei·der-duck, Somateria mol
lissima. XVIII. -Ice!. (ON.) reor, g. reoar 
ai·oar in reoarfugl eider-duck, (Ice!.) reoar
dun (see DOWN°); from Ice!. are also Sw. 
ejder (gds), -dun, Da. eder(fugl), -duun, Du. 
eider (-eend, -gans}, -dons, G. eid.~r (-ente, 
-gans, -vogel), -daunen, -dunen, whence F. 
edredon. 

eidolon aidou·l;m unsubstantial image. XIX 
(Carlyle). Gr. eidolon IDOL. 

eight eit 8, viii. OE. ehta (eahta, ahta) = 
OFris. achta, acht(e), OS., OHG. ahto (Du., 
G. acht), ON. dtta, Goth. ahtau :-· CGerm. 
•axto :- IE. •okto, whence also L. octo, Gr. 
okt6, (O)Ir. ocht, W. wyth, Lith.. aftuonl, 
Skr. aftdu, Av. afta. So eighteen eiti·n, 
ei-tin OE. e(a)htatene, corr. to OFris. 
achtatine, OS. ahtotian (Du. achttie.rz), OHG. 
ahtozehan (G. achtzehn), ON. dttjdn; see 
-TEEN. eighteenTH2 (stress variable). ME. 
eJteten]Je, rep!. OE. e(a)htoteo]Ja; cf. OFris. 
achtatinda, achtendesta, achtiensta, ON. 
dttjdndi. eighTH 2 cit]>, (formerly teight} 
OE. e(a)hto]Ja = OFris. achte, OHG. ahtodo 
(G. achte) :-Germ. *axto·]Jan, f. *axto: 
see -TH 2 ; OS. ahtodo, Goth. ahtuda repr. 
•a·xtooan; OFris. achtunda, ON. dttundi 
have forms with non the analogy of SEVENTH. 
ei·ghtiETH1 • eighty ei-ti ME. eJteti, rep!. 
OE. hunde(a)htatig; cf. OFris. achtich; see 
HUNDRED and -TY1• 

eirenicon ai;}ri·nikon proposal for peace. 
XIX (Pusey). - Gr. eirenik6n, n. sg. of eire
nik6s, f. eirine peace; see -Ic. 

eisteddfod eiste·ovod congress of Welsh 
bards. XIX. W., 'session', f. eistedd sit, for 
•eitsedd, for the second syll. of which see 
SEAT, SET, SIT, 

either ai'O;}.I, i'O;}.I each of the two OE.; 
one or other of the two XIII; adv. intro
ducing alternatives XIV. OE. iig]J.~, contr. 
form of iig(e)hwre]Jer = OFris. eider, MLG., 
MDu. ed(d)er (as adv.), OHG. eogihwedar 
(MHG. iegeweder) :- Germ. phr. •aiwo 
gixwa]Jaraz, i.e. 'ever each of two'; see AY, 
WHETHER, and cf. EACH. 

ejaculate id3re·kjOleit eject (fluid) XVI; 
utter suddenly XVII. f. pp. stem of ejaculari, 
f. i E- + jacu[ari dart, f. jacu[um dart, javelin, 
f. jacere throw, rei. to Gr. hienai send, 
throw, utter; see -ATE3

• So ejaculA·TION. 
XVII. 

eject id3e·kt throw out, expel. xv. f. 
eject-, pp. stem of L. e(j)icere, f. e n-+jacere 
(see prec.). eject i•d3ekt sb. (philos.) 1878 
(W. K. Clifford). - L. ejectum, n. ppl., after 
object, subject. So eje·cTION. xv; - L. 
eje·ctMENT. XVI; in legal AN. ejectement. 

eke1 ik also OE. ec, eac = OFris. ak, OS. 
ok (Du. ook), OHG. ouh (G. auch), ON., 
Goth. auk; referred by some to IE. •au 
again+ •ge, emphatic particle ( cf. Gr. au ge 
again; and L. autem moreover, aut or, Skr. 
u, utd and, but, also}, by others to EKE 2 (cf. 
OE. tii eacan in addition, besides). 

ELATER 

eke• ik (dial.) augment xu; (with out) sup
plement, prolong XVI. OE. *eacan (implied 
in eacen, pp. increased, strong, pregnant; cf. 
eacian intr. increase) = OFris. aka, OS. 
okian, ON. auka, Goth. aukan, rei. to L. 
augere increase, Gr. aukhein, Lith. dugu I 
grow, f. base *aug- (cf. Skr. 6jas strength, 
ugrds powerful, and WAX2). The OE. sb. 
eaca increase= OFris. aka, 0:\'. auki, may 
have been partly the source of the ME. vb. 
See also NICKNAME. 

-el' (;})1 repr. OE. -el, -ela, -ele :-Germ. 
*-ilaz, *-ilon, *-ilon, usu. retained as -LE', 
but the old form survives in hatchet, kernel. 

-eP (;})1 repr. OF. -el (mod. -eau) :- L. 
-ellu-s, -ella (see libel, novel, satchel, tunnel). 

elaborate ihe·b:lr;lt tproduced by labour 
XVI; highly or minutely finished XVII. - L. 
elab6ratus, pp. of elab6rare, f. e E-+labor 
LABOUR. So ela·borate -eit produce by 
labour; give finish to. XVII. See -ATE 2 and 8, 

So elaborA·TioN. xv (first in physiol. and 
chem.). - L. (whence in F.). ela·bora-tORY 
(arch.) laboratory. XVII (Evelyn). 

elreo- ili·ou comb. form of Gr. elaion OIL. 

cHan ei·la, [[elii ardour, impetuosity. XIX. 
F., f. elancer cast or launch forth, f. e- EX-1 + 
lancer LAUNCH. 

eland i-land S. African antelope. xvm. 
- S. Afr. use of Du. eland elk- G. elend 
(more fully elentier)- Lith. elnis = OSl. 
jeleni stag, rei. to [ani hind (:- *olnia), Gr. 
ell6s fawn (:- *eln6s), elaphos stag (:
•etnbhos), W. elain, pl. elanedd, hind, fawn. 
Animal names on the same base (IE. *oln-, 
•eln-) are widespread, appearing also in 
ELK. F. elan(- G.) was repr. in Eng. by elan 
(XVI Hakluyt to XIX) and ellan (XVII), G. 
elend by ellend (XVII). 

elapse ilre·ps (of time) pass away. XVII. f. 
elaps-, pp. stem of L. elabi slip away; see 
E- and LAPSE. 

elastic ila·stik torig. applied to the 'impul
sive force' of the atmosphere; spontaneously 
resuming its normal bulk after contrac
tion, etc. XVII. - modL. elasticus (in virtus 
elastica, of the atmosphere, Pecquet's 'Dis
sertatio Anatomica', r6sr)- Gr. elastik6s 
propulsive, impulsive, f. *elar-, stem of 
elaunein drive. Cf. F. elastique. Hence elas
ti·ciTY el-, il-, ilresti·siti. XVII. 

elate ilei·t televate XVI; (chiefly in pp.) 
tencourage; puff up XVII. f. elat-, stem of 
pp. of L. efferre, f. ex l!F-+ferre BEAR2• The 
L. pp. elatus was anglicized as elate (xvii), 
but had been adopted earlier, through OF. 
elat proud XIV (Ch.); see -ATE 2 and 3, So 
elA·noN. ·xiv (Ch.). -OF. elacion and 
(later) its source L. elatio. 

elater e·lata.I telasticity XVII; skipjack 
beetle (Linnreus); (bot.) elastic spiral fila
ment XIX. mod. L. (Pecquet; cf. ELASTIC). 
- Gr. elatb driver, f. •elah elalinein drive. 
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ELBOW 

elbow e·lbou bend of the arm. OE. el(n)
boga = MDu. elleboghe (Du. elleboog), 
OHG. elinbogo (G. ellenbogen), ON. plnbogi 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *alinobogon, f. 
*alina arm (cf. ELL)+ *bogon sow1. 

eld eld (arch.) age. OE. (Anglian) eldu, 
(WS.) ieldu = OFris. elde, OS. eldi, OHG. 
elti, ON. elli :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *a/pi, 
f. *alpaz OLD. 

elder1 e·ld;~J the tree Sambucus nigra. OE. 
elhern, ME. eller, eldre, corr. to MLG. 
ellern, elderne, elhorn, alhorn, prob. orig. an 
adj. formation like (O)HG. ahorn maple 
(corr. to L. acernus of maple). 

elder• e·ld;~J, eldest e·ldist compar. and 
super!. of OLD. OE. eldra, -e (ieldra, -e) = 
OFris. alder, elder, OS. aldira, OHG. altiro, 
eltiro (G. alter), ON. ellri, Goth. alpiza :
CGerm. *alpizon, f. *alpaz OLD; see -ER3• 

OE. eldest (ieldest) = OFris. eldest, OHG. 
altist (G. iiltest), ON. ellztr, Goth. alpista 
:- CGerm. *alpistaz; see -EST. As sb. elder 
was used in OE. and later for 'parent, 
ancestor', from c. 1200 for 'one's senior' or 
'superior in age', from xxv (Wycl. Bible) 
rendering L. senior and senatus, by Tindale 
used to tr. N.T. Gr. 7rpw{3&TEpos PRESBYTER 
(cf. PRIEST); in the Presbyterian and other 
bodies, title of an office believed to corr. to 
that of elder in the apostolic church. 

eldorado eldorii·dou El Dorado name of a 
fictitious place in S. America abounding in 
gold XVI (Ralegh) ; fig. source of boundless 
wealth XIX. Sp., el the, dorado, pp. of dorar 
gild = F. dorer :-Rom. *deauriire, f. de 
DE-(3) +aurum gold. 

eldritch e·ldritf pert. to elves or fairies; 
weird, unnatural. XVI (Douglas, Dunbar). 
Of Sc. origin; poss. from attrib. use of OE. 
*:Elf-, *elfrice 'fairy realm' (see ELF, RICH); 
early forms were elri(s)ch, -reche, -rage, with 
occas. elphrish; eldritch appears to have been 
established by Burns. 

elecampane elikrempei·n composite plant, 
Inula Helenium. XIV. ult. - medL. enula 
campana, i.e. enula for L. inula (medL. vars. 
are elna, elena; cf. OE. eolone, elene- *iluna 
for inula)- Gr. hetenion, and campana prob. 
of the fields (cf. CHAMPAIGN). (jf The medL. 
forms enula, elena, ala are repr. by It. enola, 
-ula, (l)ella, OF. eaune, (i)alne, F. aunee, 
Sp., Pg. ala, MLG., MDu., (O)HG. alant. 

elect ile·kt picked out, chosen, select xv; 
(theol.) XVI; chosen for an office (but not 
yet installed) XVII. - L. electus, pp. of 
eligere, f. e- EX-1+legere choose (cf. LEGION). 
Preceded by elite (Trevisa), elyte (Wyntoun) 
- (O)F. elit-e (see ELITE). So ele·ct vb. 
choose, esp. by vote. xv. f. corr. pp. stem. 
ele·cTION choosing, choice. xm (with ref. 
to representative bodies XVII). - (O)F. 
election - L. electio(n-) ; hence electionEE·R1 
(first in vbl. sb.) xvm (Jefferson, Burke). 
ele·ctiVE. XVI (once xv). - (O)F. electij, 
-ive - late L. ele·ctOR 2

, one who has the 
right to vote xv (prince of the Holy Roman 

ELEGY 

Empire, Kurjilrst, entitled to elect the Em
peror XVI). - (O)F. electeur, L. elector; 
hence ele·ctorAL1• XVII (of a German 
Elector; cf. F. altesse electorate). ele·ctor
ATE1. XVII ; after F. electorat. 

electric, -ical ile·ktrik, -ikl pert. to electri
city. xvn (SirT. Browne, Newton). -modL. 
electricus (W. Gilbert, 'De Magnete', I6oo), 
f. L. electrum - Gr. ilektron amber; see 
-Ic, -!CAL. Hence electriciAN eliktri·f;~n 
one skilled in electricity. xvm (Franklin). 
electriciTY elektri·siti, ilek- distinctive pro
perty of amber, etc., when excited by fric
tion, of attracting bodies near them, (hence) 
this state of excitation, and the cause of 
this phenomenon (formerly regarded as a 
fluid). XVII (Sir T. Browne). ele·ctriFY, 
ele·ctriFICA"T!ON. XVlll (Franklin). 

electro- ile·ktrou, ilektm· comb. form 
of Gr. ilektron amber, used in the sense 
'electricity', 'electric', as in electro·METER 
(xvm); electro-dyna·mic, electro· lysis, electro
ma·gnet, -magne·tical (Faraday), -PLATE 
(vb.), -type. 

electrocution ilektrokjii.·f;~n execution by 
electricity. 1890. Alteration, after prec., of 
telectricution (1889), f. electrijcal exejcution 
(1888); hence by back-formation tele·ctri
cute, ele·ctrocute, which was preceded by 
ele·ctriZE (x886). 

electrode ile·ktroud one of the poles by 
which electricity is conducted. XIX (Fara
day). f. ELECTRIC+Gr. hod6s way; cf. anode, 
cathode. 

electron ile·ktmn (phys.) smallest supposed 
component of matter, carrying a negative 
charge of electricity. 1891 (applied by G. J. 
Stoney to the unit of electric charge). f. 
ELECTRic+-on of anion, cation, ion. Hence 
electro·nxc, -xes. 

electuary ile·ktju;~ri medicinal conserve or 
paste. XIV. -late L. electuiirium, prob. 
altered deriv. of synon. Gr. ekleikt6n, f. 
ekleikhein LICK up (cf. L. ecligma, Pliny 
-Gr. ekleigma); see EX- 2• Aphetic tlectuary. 

eleemosynary e·liim<>·sin;~ri, -m<>·z- pert. 
to (the nature of) alms. XVII. - medL. 
eleemosynarius, f. ChrL. eleemosyna ALMS; 
see -ARY. 

elegant e·lig;~nt tastefully ornate, refined 
and graceful, 'pleasing by minuter beauties' 
(J.). XVI. - (O)F. elegant or L. elegant-, 
-tins, of the form of a prp. of *elegiire, rei. 
to eligere select, ELECT. The etymol. sense 
is 'choosing carefully'; the early sense in L. 
was 'fastidious, dainty', the later 'choice, 
tasteful'. So e·legANCE. XVI. -F.- L. 

elegy e•lid3i song of lamentation; poem in 
elegiac metre. XVI. -F. etegie- L. elegia 
-Gr. elegeiii (sb. use of adj., sc. 6idd ode), 
f. elegos perh. orig. a flute-song, of alien 
origin; see ·Y3• So elegiAc elid3ai·rek pert. 
to elegy, written or writing in a metre consist
ing of alternate hexameters and pentameters. 
XVI. -F. etegiaque -late L. elegiacus- Gr. ele
geiak6s, f. elegeili1 elegeton (sc. metron metre). 
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ELEMENT 

element e·limant one of the four consti
tuents of the universe (earth, water, air, fire) 
XIII (whence ult. the use in mod. chem. by 
Davy XIX); constituent portion; pl. rudi
ments XIV. - (O)F. elhnent- L. elementum 
esp. pl. principles, rudiments, letters of the 
alphabet, used to tr. Gr. stoikhefon step, 
ground, base, element, etc., f. stofklws row, 1 

rank. Hence eleme·ntAL1 • xv. So ele
me·ntARY. XVII (earlier elementare xrv, -air 
xvi)- L. elementdrius, whence F. eldmentaire. 

elemi e·llmi stimulant resin. XVJ. In full 
gum elimi, modL. gwnmi elimi, prob. of 
Oriental origin. So F. elbni, Sp. elemi. 

elenchus ile·IJbs form of syllogism in 
refutation. XVII (earlier in anglicized form 
elynch xv, elench xvr). L. - Gr. ilegkhos 
argument of disproof or refutation. 

elephant e·!if;Jnt huge pachydermatous 
quadruped with a trunk. XIII. ME. olifaunt, 
-ant, -unt, later (xrv) with assim. to L., elijant, 
etc. - OF. olifant, elefant (mod. elephant) 
= Pr. olifan- Rom. *olijantu-s (cf. MDu. 
olfant, Du. olijant, W. oliffant, Breton oli
fant, Cornish oliphans, OE. olfend camel), 
~Iteration of L. elephantus, -phdns (whence 
OE. elpend)- Gr. elephant-, e!epluis ivory, 
elephant, prob. of alien origin. So e·le
phantiASIS -ai·asis skin disease resembling 
an elephant's hide. XVI. elephant-INE' 
-<e·ntain. xvn. - L. - Gr. 

Eleusinian eljusi·nian pert. to Eleusis in 
Attica. XVII (E. mysteries, Milton). f. L. 
Eleusfnius- Gr. Eleusinios, f. Eleusis; see 
-IAN. 

elevate e·liveit lift or raise up. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. elevare, f. if Ex-'+levare lighten, 
raise, rei. to levis LIGHT2. The pp. televate 
was earlier. XIV (Ch.); see -ATE3• So elevA·
TION. XIV (astron., Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 
e·levATOR muscle that raises XVII; machine 
for raising objects XIX. 

eleven ile·vn I I, xi. OE. endleofon, -lufon, 
ellefne, ME. endleven(e), elleven(e) = OFris. 
andlova, elleva, al-, elvene, OS. ellelian, 
OHG. einlif (Du., G. elf), 0~. elliju, Goth. 
ainlif :- CGerm. *ainlij-, f. *ainaz ONE+ 
"'lif- (appearing also in TWELVE), quasi 'one 
left (over ten)', plausibly referred to IE. *liq
LEAVE2, and connected with -lika, the suffix 
of Lith. numerals II-I9, vienu6-, dvy-, try
lika, etc. Hence ele·venTH2, a new forma
tion (xiv), superseding OE. endleofepa, itself 
.. ~ new formation on endleofon, superseding 
previous endlyfta, mllefta = OFris. andlofta, 
ellefta, OS. ellifto, OHG. einlifto (Du. elfde, 
G. elfte), ON. ellijti :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*ainlifton. 

elf elf dwarf supernatural being OE.; 
tricksy or mischievous creature XVI. OE. 
elf (as in g. pl. diinJelfa mountain-nymphs, 
Castalides), non-WS. var. of "'ielf, late ylf 
(recorded in pl. ylfe 'Beowulf' I I2, ylfa ge
si:eot disease attributed to evil spirits, dial. 
eljshot XVII, north. awfshots) = MDu. elf 

ELL 

(whence Sw. elf, Da. elv), beside MHG. 
elbe fem. :- *a!Oiz, parallel to *alliaz, whence 
OE. <Elj (ME. pl. alven) = OS., MLG. alf, 
i\IHG. alp (G. alp nightmare; elf is from 
Eng.), OX. dljr (whence in part Eng. dial. 
aulf, anf and touph, OAF xvrr), and *aloinnja-, 
whence OE. *ielfen, elfen, coil. sg. fem. 
nymphs, in comps. as zmdu!elfen Dryads, 
sre:elfen l\;aiads; poss. rei. to Skr. rbhtis 
name of three semi-divine artificers. Hence 
e·lfin adj. XVI (Spenser), poss. suggested by 
ME. elevene, g. pl. of elf, and infl. by Elphin, 
a character of Arthurian romance. e·lfrSH 1

• 

XVI. e·lVISH1• XIV (Ch.). 

elicit eli·sit draw forth or out. XVII. f. 
elicit-, pp. stem of L. elicere draw forth by 
trickery or magic, f. if E-+lacere deceive, 
rei. to lax deceit (cf. DELICIOUS). 

elide ilai·d tannihilatc; (leg.) annul xvr; 
omit in pronunciation XVIII. - L. elidere 
crush out, f. e+Za~dere dash (cf. LESION). So 
elisiON ili·3an suppression of a sound or 
syllable. xvr. -late L. elisio(n-), f. ells-, pp. 
stem of elidere. 

eligible e·lid3lbl fit to be chosen. xv. -F. 
eligible - late L. eligibilis, f. eligere choose; 
see ELECT, -IBLE. Hence e:ligibi-IITY. XVII. 

eliminate eli·mineit expel, get rid of. xvr. f. 
pp. stem of L. elfmindre thrust out of doors, 
expel, f. e EX-1 t-limin-, limen threshold; see 
L!l\IINAL, -ATE3

• Hence eliminA·TION. XVII. 

elite eili·t t!ze pick (of). XVIII. F., sb. use of 
fem. of pp. telit, teslit of elire, teslire = Pr. 
eslire :-Rom. *exlegere, for L. eligere ELECT. 

elixir e!i·ks;J.r alchemist's preparation for 
changing metals to gold or prolonging life. 
xrv (Ch.). - medL. elixir (Roger Bacon) 
-Arab. aliksfr, perh. f. al AL- 2+Gr. xerion 
desiccative powder for wounds, f. xifr6s dry. 
Cf. F. elixir, Sp. elixir, It. elissire. 

elk elk large animal of the deer kind, Alces 
malchis. xv (Bk. St. Albans). prob. repr. 
OE. elh, eolh, with k for x as in dial. du:erk 
(OE. du:eorh) DWARF, fark (OE. fearh) 
FARROW, felk (OE. feliz) FELLOE, selk (OE. 
seo!lt) SEAL1• OE. had also eola (:- *eol!ta), 
cogn. with OHG. elaho (G. elch), repr. IE. 
*elk-, beside *olkis, whence Germ. *algiz 
(ON. elgr, Sw. iilg) and CSlav. *olsi (Russ. 
los', OPol. tos elk); cf. L. alces pl. (C<esar) 
and Gr. dlke (Pausanias), which are perh. 
- Germ. See also ELAND. 

ell el measure of length (in England 45 
inches). OE. eln = OFris. (i)elne, MDu. 
elne, elle (Du. el), OHG. elina (G. elle), ON. 
Qln (aln-) cubit, ell, forearm, Goth. aleina 
(for *a! ina) cubit:- CGerm. *alind (whence 
F. aune, OSp., It. alna, medL. alena), orig. 
'arm', 'forearm'; cogn. with L. ULNA (:
*oZena), Gr. alene, 6/tr, ollon ELBOW, Arm. 
oln spine, Oir. u(i)len, W. elin, Skr. aratnts, 
Av. aT88na- elbow, and further to Slav. *lak
(cf. Russ. l6kot', elbow, cubit, ell). For ll 
from /n cf. kill, KILN, MILL. 
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ELLIPSE 

ellipse ili·ps regular oval figure; (math.) 
conic section so called, ace. to Apollonius 
of Perga, because the square on the ordinate 
is equal to a rectangle whose height is equal 
to the abscissa and whose base lies along the 
latus rectum but falls short of it ( DJ,drm ). 
XVIII; (gram.) ellipsis XIX. -F. ellipse- L. 
ellipsis - Gr. elleipsis ELLIPSIS. Hence elli ·p
SOID. XVIII. 

ellipsis ili·psis tellipse XVI; (gram.) omis
sion of words supposed to be essential to the 
complete form of a sentence xvn. - L. 
ellipsis (Quintilian) - Gr. etleipsis defect, 
ellipse (conic section), grammatical ellipsis, 
f. ellelpeinleave out, fall short, fail, f. en IN+ 
lelpein leave (see LOAN). So elli·ptrc XVIII; 
elli·ptiCAL pert. to an ellipse XVII (Hobbes); 
(gram.) XVIII (Lo~1:h). -Gr. elleiptik6s 
(chiefly gram.) defective. 

elm elm tree of the genus Ulmus. OE. elm, 
corr. to MLG., OHG. elm(boum), elmo 
(MHG. elme, ilme, G. dial. ibn), and, with 
vowel variation, ON. dlmr (Sw., Norw. alm), 
L. ulmus (whence OE. ulm!treow, occas. 
ME., early modEng. ulm, MHG., G. ulme, 
tulmJboum, and MDu. olme, Du. olm, 
through OF. olme = It. olmo :- L.), Mir. 
!em (Ir. leamh), Gael. leamhan, W. llwyj; a 
tree name of WEur. extent. 

elocution elokjii·J;~n tliterary or oratorical 
style xv (Lydg.); oral utterance or delivery 
XVII. - L. elociitio(n-), f. elociit-, pp. stem of 
eloqui; see ELOQUENCE, -TION. Cf. F. elocu
tion (XVI). 

eloge ei·lou3 encomium XVI; funeral ora
tion. XVIII. - F. - L. elogium short saying 
or formula, epitaph, altered - Gr. elegefon 
ELEGY, initial e being replaced by e E- and 
-leg- by the -log- of EULOGY. t;![ The L. 
elogium (XVI) and the anglicized e!ogy (XVII) 
were formerly in use. 

Elohist elou·hist any of the authors of 
those parts of the Hexateuch in which 
Elohim is used as the name of God instead 
of Jahveh. xrx. f. Elohim (pl., perh. of 
majesty), one of the He b. names of God or 
of the gods, of unkn. origin; see -!ST. 

eloi(g)n eloi·n (spec. leg.) remove. XVI. 
- OF. esloignier (mod. eloigner) :-Rom. 
"*exlongiiire, for late L. elongiire (see next). 

elongate H:mgeit A. tremove XVI (pp. xv) ; 
tdepart XVII; B. lengthen XVI. f. pp. stem of 
late L. elongiire remove, withdraw, prolong, 
orig. f. e E-+longe far off, but later taken as 
if f. e+longus LONG, i.e. 'lengthen out'. So 
elongA·TION. XIV (Ch., in astron. sense). 
-late L. 

elope ilou·p (of woman) run away from 
husband or home. XVII. -A~. aloper, perh. 
f. ME. ""alope(n), pp. of ""alepe run away, 
f. A- 3 +LEAP; cf. MDu. ontlopen, G. ent
laufen run away. Hence elo·peMENT. XVII; 
cf. AN. alopement. 

EMACIATE 

eloquent e•l;,kw;,nt fervent and powerful 
in the use oflanguage. XIV (Gower). - (O)F. 
eloquent- L. eloquent-, -ens, prp. of eloqui 
speak out, f. e Ex-+loqui speak; see Locu
TION, -ENT. So e·loqUENCE. XIV (WycJ. 
Bible). - (O)F.- L. 

elpasolite elpre·solait (min.) native fluoride 
of potassium, aluminium, and sodium. XIX. 
f.El Paso county, Colorado, U.S.A.+-LITE. 

else els (with pron.) other; otherwise, if 
not. OE. elles = OFris. elles, -is, MDu. els, 
OHG. elles, alles, OSw. iiljes (Sw. eljest), 
g. sg., corr. to Goth. aljis, of CGerm. 
*aljaz, cogn. with L. alius, Gr. dllos 
(cf. ALIEN). Hence elseWHERE. OE. elles 
hwrer = MDu. elswaer. te·lseWISE other
wise. XVI (Udall, Coverdale). 

elucidate eliii·sideit make lucid. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of late L. (Vulg.) eliicidiire, f. e 
Ex-1 + liicidus LUCID; see -ATE8• elu
cidA·TION. XVI. 

elude iljii·d tdelude, baffie XVI; slip away 
from XVII. - L. eliidere, f. e EX1-+liidere 
play (cf. LUDICROUS). So elu·SION tdecep
tion xvr ; evasion XVII. f. L. eliis-, eliidere. 
elu·SIVE. XVIII. 

elvan e·lv;,n in Cornwall, intrusive rock of 
igneous origin. XVIII. Said to be Corn. 
elven spark, the rock being so hard as to 
strike fire. 

elver e·lv;,J young eel. xvu. Var. of eelvare 
(xvr), south. form of eelfare brood of young 
eels, f. EEL+FARE, i.e. passage of (young) 
eels up a river. 

Elysium ili·ziam state or abode of the 
blessed dead. XVI. L.- Gr. Elysian (sc. 
pedion plain). Hence Ely· siAN. XVI (Elisian 
fieldes, Spenser; tr. L. Elysii campi, Virgil). 

elytron e·litron pl. elytra (zoo!.) outer wing-
case. XVIII (Goldsmith). -Gr. elytron 
sheath, rei. to eiluein envelop, L. volvere 
roll (cf. VOLUTE, REVOLVE). 

Elzevir e·lziviaJ name (Elzevier, Els-, 
latinized Elzevirius) of a family of printers 
(1592-r68o) at Amsterdam, The Hague, 
Leyden, and Utrecht; transf. a book printed 
by one of them. XVIII. 

em em name of the letter M; (typogr.) 
square of the body of a type, orig. of the 
type m, used as a unit of measuring the 
amount of printed matter. XIX; attrib. in 
em quad, em rule. Cf. E~. 

'em ;,m orig. unstressed var. of hem (OE. 
heom), d. and ace. pl. of the 3rd pers. pron. 
HE1; later felt as a clipped form of THEM. xu 
(in ME. sometimes tacked on to a vb., as 
tomdem turned them). 

em-1 form of EN-1 before b, p, m; cf. I!\1-1. 

em-2 form of EN- 2 before b, p, m. 

emaciate emei·Jieit make lean. xvu. f. 
pp. stem of L. emaciiire, f. e E- + macies lean
ness ; see MACERATE, MEAGRE, -ATE3 • 
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EMANATE 

emanate e•m:meit flow forth, issue. XVIII. 
f. pp. stem of L. emiinare, f. e E-1 +manare 
flow. So emanA·TioN. XVI. -late L. 

emancipate imre·nsipeit set free, orig. 
from the patria potestas. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. emancipiire, f. e E-U,-mancipium; see 
MANCIPLE, -ATE3• So emancipA·TION. 

emasculate ima·skjuleit deprive of virility. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. emasculare castrate, 
f. e E-1 +masculus MALE; see -ATE3

• 

embalm embii·m impregnate a dead body 
with spices. xm (Cursor M.). :viE. em
baume- (O)F. embaumer, f. en EM- 1 +baume 
BALM. 

embankment embre·IJkm:mt bank for con
fining a watercourse XVIII ; raised bank for 
carrying a road XIX. f. embank (XVII) enclose 
with banks, f. EM-1 +earlier synon. bank vb. ; 
see BANK', -MENT. 

embar embii·.r debar; enclose within bars; 
oppose a barrier to. xv. - (O)F. embaner = 
It. imbarrare, Pr., Sp. embarrar; see EM-\ 
BAR. 

embargo embii·.rgou prohibitory order on 
the passage of ships; suspension of com
merce, etc. XVI (inbargo). - Sp. embargo, 
f. embargar arrest, impede :- Rom. *imbarri
ciire, f. L. in IM-1, EM-1+barra BAR. 

embark embii·.rk put on board. XVI. -F. 
embarquer, f. en EM-1+barque BARK1

; cf. 
Pr., Sp. embarcar, It. imbarcare. 

embarrass emb<E'f;}S hamper, perplex. 
XVII. -F. embarrasser (Montaigne)- Sp. 
embarazar- It. imbarazzare, f. imbarrare 
EMBAR. So emba·rras sb. F., f. the vb.; 
now only as F. 

embassy e·mb;}si function or office of an 
ambassador; tmessage of an ambassador 
XVI ; body of persons sent as ambassadors 
XVII. In early use also inbase (rare), ambassy. 
-OF. ambassee, -axee, -asee, corr. to Pr. 
ambaissada, OSp. ambaxada, It. ambasciata, 
medL. ambasc(i)ata (f. Rom. *ambactidre; 
see AMBASSADOR); see -YS. (jJ Preceded by 
tambass(i)at, -(i)ad, -axade, em- (xv)- (O)F. 
ambassade, t-axade- OSp. ; and tem-, 
ambassage (XVI, Latimer), perh. based on 
ambassade with ending assim. to message. 

embattle1 embre·tl set in battle arrav. XIV 
(Gower). -OF. embataillier, f. en EM-1 + 
batail/e BATTLE. 

embattle• embre·tl furnish with battle
ments. XIV. f. EM-1 + OF. bataillier (see 
BATTLEMENT). 

embay embei· enclose in or as in a bay. 
XVI. f. EM-1 +BAY1• 

embed, (chiefly U.S.) imbed embe·d fix 
firmly in a surrounding mass. XVIII. f. 
EM-1, IM-1+BED. 

embellish embe·liJ beautify. XIV. f. 
lengthened stem of (O)F. embellir, f. en
EM-1+bel beautiful; see BEAU, -rsu2• Hence 
embe·llishMENT. XVII. - (O)F. 

EMBOSS 

ember c·mb:u live coal. OE. :ilmyrge, 
:ilmerge = MLG. emere, OHG. eimuria pyre 
(MHG. eimere), 0~. eimyrja (Da. emmer, 
Sw. morja) embers :- Germ. *aimuzj6n, 
held to be rei. to OE. iim branding-iron, 
ON. eimi, eimr steam, vapour, im dust, 
ashes. (jJ For intrusive b cf. slumber. 

Ember Day e·mb:u dei (eccl.) any of the 
three days (Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 
of the same week) occurring at the four 
seasons (ecc!L. quatuor tempora) in the year 
at which ordinations take place. Late OE. 
ymbrendagas pl., beside ymbrenwice (-week), 
ymbrenfa:sten (-fast); the first el. is OE. 
ymbren (sg. and pl.), which may be an altera
tion of ymbryne period, revolution of time, 
f. ymb about, around (rei. to L. amb-, Gr. 
amphi; cf. AMPHI-)+ryne course (f. *run
RUN); but the possibility that it is based 
partly on quatuor tempora is suggested by 
the form of G. quatember. (jJ ON. imbru
(dagar), OSw. ymber(dagar) are- OE.; OSw. 
had also tamperdagar. 

ember-goose e·mb;l.rgiis northern diver 
or loon. XVIII. - Norw. emmer/gaas; cf. 
Ice!. himbrimi, earlier himbrin, and Faeroese 
imbrim. 

embezzle embe·zl tmake away with xv; 
timpair; divert wrongfully to one's own 
use XVI. -AN. enbesiler, f. en EN-1+besiler 
in same sense (whence Eng. bezzle tplunder, 
destroy xv, dial. 'put away' food or drink 
xvn) ~ OF. besillier, Pr. besillar maltreat, 
ravage, destroy, of unkn. origin; through 
the var. forms imbezill, imbecill, assoc. in XVI 
with L. imbecilliire weaken (see IMBECILE). 

embitter embi·t;l.I make bitter. xvn. f. 
EM-1 +BITTER. 

emblem e·mblrm tallegorical picture xv 
(Lydg.); symbolical representation, figured 
object with symbolic meaning XVII. - L. 
emblema inlaid work, raised ornament- Gr. 
emblema (-at-) insertion, f. emble-, embdllein 
throw in, insert, f. en EN- 2 +bdllein throw 
(cf. BALLISTA). Hence emblema·trc(AL). 
XVII; after F. emblbnatique (Rabelais). 

embody (formerly im-) embo·di put into 
a body XVI; give a body to; incorporate XVII. 
f. EM-1 +BODY, after L. incorporiire INCOR
PORATE. 

embolism e·mb;}lizm intercalation of a 
day or days in a calendar to correct errors 
arising from the difference between the civil 
and the solar year XIV (Trevisa); (path.) 
plugging of a blood-vessel XIX. -late L. 
embolismus - Gr. embolism6s, f. embdllein 
throw in, f. en EM- 2+bdllein (see BALLISTA). 

embonpoint iib5pwc plumpness. xvnr. 
F. (xvi), f. phr. en bon point in good condi
-ion (see POINT). 

emboss1 embo·s mould in relief XIV (Ch.); 
cover with protuberances xv. -OF. *em
bocer, imbocer (XVI), embosser ( Cotgr.), f. en 
EM-1 +boce, bosse BOSS1• 
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EMBOSS EMOLLIENT 
---------------------------.----------------------------
emboss• embo·s t(of a hunted animal) take 

shelter in a wood XIV (Ch.); tdrive (a hunted 
animal) to extremity XVI (Spenser, Sh.); 
tpass. be exhausted by running, (hence) 
foam at the mouth XVI (Skelton); (arch.) 
cover with foam XVI (Elyot). -OF. em
boscher, var. of embuschier AMBUSH. 

embouchure iibuJiir mouth of a river or 
creek. XVIII. F., f. emboucher reft. discharge 
itself by a mouth, f. en EM-1 +bouche mouth 
(cf. BUCCAL) j see -URE. 

embowel embau·:Jl early syn. of DISEM
BOWEL. XVI. - OF. emboweler, alteration (by 
substitution of em- for es-) of esboueler, f. es
Ex-1+bouel BOWEL. 

embrace embrei·s clasp in the anns, re
ceive gladly XIVj comprise XVII. -OF. 
embracer (mod. embrasser) = Pr. embrassar, 
It. imbracciare :-Rom. *imbracchiiire, f. L. 
in IM-1+bracchium arm, pl. bracchia (see 
EM-1, BRACE 2). Hence embra·ce sb. XVI 
(Sh.); superseding earlier embra·ceMENT. 
XV (Caxton). -OF. embracement. 

embrangle embrre·vgl confuse, perplex. 
XVII (Butler's 'Hudibras'). f. E:vr-1 + 
OED. Brangle v.1 

embrasure embrei·3:J.I opening widening 
from within. XVIII. -F. embrasure, f. em
braser, varying with ebraser bevel off, slope 
door or window opening from within; of 
unkn. origin; see -URE. 

embrocation embrokei·j:Jn tfomentation 
XV; liniment xv. f. medL. embrociire, f. 
late L. embroc(h)a - Gr. embrokM lotion, 
f. embrekhein steep, foment, f. en EM-1 + 
brekhein wet (brokM rain; cf. Lett. merga 
soft rain) :- *meregh-; see -ATION. 

embroider embroi·d:J.r ornament with 
needlework. xv. Earlier also -bro(u)d-; ex
tension of embroude - AN. enbrouder 
(Gower), f. en- EM-1+brouder, broisder (mod. 
broder) = Pr. broidar- Germ. *brusdan; the 
form braid- is partly due to blending with 
ME. broiden, pp. of BRAID. embroi·dERY. 
XIV (Gower). -A~. enbrouderie. 

embroil embroi·l bring into confusion or 
discord. XVII. - F. embrouiller = It. inzbro
gliare, Sp. embrollar; see EM-1 and BROIL. 

embryo e·mbriou unborn offspring. XVI 
(varying with embryon, -ion XVI-XVIII). 
- late L. embryo, -io, mistaken form arising 
from taking embryon as a sb. in -on, -onis; 
- Gr. embruon new-born animal, fa!tus, f. 
en EM- 2 +bruein swell, grow. 

embus embA·s put on a bus. xx. f. EM-1 + 
BUS, after ENTRAIN 2• 

emend ime·nd correct xv; remove errors 
from (a text) XVIII. - L. emendiire, f. e E-+ 
menda fault. So emendATION imendei-J:Jn 
improvement XVI; correction of a text XVII. 
-L. 

emerald e•m:Jr:Jld bright green precious 
stone. XIII. lVIE. emeraude - OF. e(s)me
raude (mod. emeraude) = Pr. esmerauda, It. 
smeraldo, Sp. esmeralda :- Rom. *smaralda, 
-o, alteration of L. smaragdus - Gr. smdrag
dos SMARAGDUS. The sp. with -/d is prob. 
due to It. or Sp. influence in XVI. 

emerge ima·.rd3 rise out of a liquid xvn; 
come to light, arise XVI. - L. emergere, f. i 
E-+mergere dip, MERGE. So eme·rgENCE, 
eme·rgENCY xvu. - rnedL. eme·rgENT 
xv, eme·rsiON XVII. -late L. (Jerome). 

emeritus ime·rit:Js honourably discharged 
from service. xrx. L., pp. of emereri earn 
(one's discharge) by service, f. i E-+mereri 
deserve (see MERIT). 

em(e)rodobs. exc. bib!. var. ofHIEMORRHO!D. 

emery e·m:Jri coarse corundum for polish
ing. XV. -F. emeri, emeril, var. of tesmeril 
- It. smeriglio :- Rom. *smericulum, f. 
medGr. smeri, Gr. smuris polishing powder 
(see SMEAR). 

emetic ime·tik producing vomiting. XVII. 
- Gr. emetik6s, f. emetos vomiting, f. emeln 
VOMIT; see -IC. 

emeute emih popular rising. XIX (Thacke
ray). F. :-Rom. "'exmovita, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of *exmovere (see EMOTION). 

emigrate e·migreit remove from one's 
country. XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. emigriire, 
f. e E-+migriire MIGRATE. So emigrA-TION. 
XVII. -late L. Cf. F. emigrer, thnigrat;on. 

eminent e·minant conspicuous, signal XV 
lofty, prominent XVI; exalted, distinguished 
XVII. f. prp. stem of L. eminere, poss. rei. to 
mons MOUNT1 ; see -ENT. So e·minENCE, 
-ENCY. XVII. - L. Cf. F. eminent, -ence. 

emir emia·.1 Arab prince or governor; de
scendant of Mohammed. XVII. -F. emir 
- Sp. emir- Arab. amir AMEER. 

emissary e·rnisari one sent on a mission 
(often with unfavourable implication). XVII 
(Jonson, 'The Staple of News', 1625, where 
it seems to be a novelty). - L. emissiirius 
scout, spy, f. emiss-, pp. stem of emittere 
EMIT j see -ARY. 

emit imi·t send forth, issue. XVII (Bacon, 
Sir T. Browne). - L. emittere, f. e E-+ 
mittere (see MISSION). So emi·SSION. XVII. 
- L. (Cf. ADMIT, REMIT, SUBMIT.) 

emmenagogue emi'n:Jgvg (agent) having 
the property of exciting the menstrual dis
charge. XVIII. So emmenagogic -go·d3ik. 
XVII. f. Gr. emmena menses (f. en EM 2 + 
men- MONTH) + agog6s drawing forth, f. 
dgein lead (cf. AGENT). 

emmet e·rnit dial. development of OE. 
remete A:-IT; occurs in Douay Bible, 1609 (in 
the form emmote), and in Johnson's Life of 
Pope. 

emollient imo·li:Jnt softening. XVII. f. prp. 
stem of L. emollire, f. e E- + mollis soft; see 
MOLLIFY, -ENT. 



EMOLUMENT 

emolument imn·ljument profit or salary 
arising from an office, etc. xv. - (O)F. 
emolument or L. emolumentum, emoli- gain, 
orig. pro b. 'payment to a miller for the grind
ing of com', f. emolere grind up, f. e E-+ 
molere grind; see MILL, -MENT. 

emotion imou·J~n fagitation, tumult XVI; 
fphysical disturbance; disturbance of mind 
or feeling ; affection of the mind, feeling XIX. 
Rare before second half of XVII ; referred to 
by Evelyn, r665, as a F. word that might be 
profitably adopted. - F. emotion (esmocion 
XVI), f. emouvoir excite, move the feelings 
of (:-Rom. *exmovere; see Ex-\ MOVE), 
after mouvoir, motion. Hence emo·tionAL1 . 

XIX. So emotiVE imou·tiv fcausing move
ment XVIII (rare); pert. to or expressing 
emotion XIX (early). f. pp; stem emot- of L. 
bnovere. See E-, MOVE. 

empanel, im- emp~·nl enrol on a panel. 
xv. -A~. empaneller; see EM-\ PANEL. 

empathy e·mp;:~pi (psych.) power of under
standing things outside ourselves. xx. Ren
dering, after Gr. empdtheia, of G. einfiihlung 
(Lipps), f. ein IN1 +fllh/ungFEELING; seeEM-2 , 

-PATHY. 

emperor e·mp;:~r;:~.r sovereign of the un
divided Roman Empire, or the \Vestern or 
Eastern Empire; head of the Holy Roman 
Empire; title of sovereignty superior to 
'king'. XIII. ME. emperere, emperour- re
spectively OF. emperere, nom. and emperour, 
-eor, obi. (mod. empereur), semi-pop. - L. 
imperti·tor, impertito·rem, f. impertire com
mand, f. in IM-1+partire PREPARE, contrive, 
rei. to parere bring forth, produce (cf. 
PARENT); see -OR1• 

emphasis e·mf;:.sis intensity of statement 
XVI ; intensity of feeling, etc. ; stress or force 
laid upon anything XVII ; prominence XIX. 
- L. emphasis (Quintilian) meaning implied 
but not directly expressed - Gr. emphasis 
in same sense, orig. (mere) appearance, f. 
*empha- in emphainein exhibit, f. en E:\I- 2+ 
phainein show (see PHASE). So emphATIC 
emf:e·tik strongly expressive. XVIII. 
-late L. emphaticus (cf. F. emphatique, 
Sp., It. enfatico)- Gr. emphatik6s. em
phA·ncAL tallusive, suggestive; strongly 
expressed or expressive. XVI. 

empire e·mpai~.I imperial territory or rule. 
xm (RGlouc.). - (O)F. empire, earlier empe
rie - L. imperium, rei. to impertitor EMPEROR. 

empiric empi·rik sb. member of the sect 
of ancient physicians called Empi,·ici)(Dog
matici) ; untrained practitioner, quack XVI ; 
adj. XVII (Bacon). - L. empiricus sb. (Cicero, 
Pliny) - Gr. empeirik6s, f. empeiriti experi
ence, f. empeiros skilled, f. en E:\I- 2+pefra 
trial, experiment (cf. FEAR, PERIL). So 
empi·riCAL adj. relying or based on experi
ment. XVI. Cf. (O)F. emjJirique. 

emplacement emplei·sm;Jnt situation; 
platform for guns. XIX. -F. emplacement, f. 
en EM-1+place PLACE; see -:\lENT. 

EMULATE 

employ emploi· apply to a purpose xv; use 
the services of XVI. - (O)F. employer = Pr. 
implegar buy, It. impiegare, Sp. emplear, Pg. 
empregar use, spend :- Rom. implictire, for 
L. implictiribe involved (in) or attached (to), 
pass. of implictire enfold, involve (see IMPLY). 
Hence employ· sb. xvn. employ·ER1

• XVI 
(Sh.). employ·MENT. XVI (Sh.). employe 
aplwa·jei employed person. XIX. pp. of 
employer used sb.; anglicized employ·EE 
emploi-i. XIX (orig. U.S.). 

emporium imp5·ri;:~m place of commerce, 
mart. XVI. - L. emporium - Gr. emp6rion, 
f. emporos merchant, f. en EM- 2 +*par- (see 
FARE1). 

empress e·mpris consort of an emperor. 
XII (Peterborough Chron.). ME. emperice, 
emperesse- OF. emperesse, f. emperere EM
PEROR; see -ESS1 • 

empressement 1ipre·sm1i eager cordiality. 
XVIII (Chesterfield). F., f. empresser urge, 
s'empresser be eager, f. en EM-1+presser 
PRESS. 

emprise emprai·z (arch.) enterprise. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. emprise = Pr. em
preza, Sp. empresa, It. impresa :-Rom. 
*imprensa, sb. use of pp. fem. of *imprendere 
undertake, f. in EM-\ IM-1 + pre(he)ndere 
take (cf. PREHENSILE). 

empty e·mPti containing nothing, vacant. 
OE. :i!mtig, :i!met(t)ig (also, unoccupied), f. 
ifmetta leisure :- *timoti}Ja, perh. f. nega
tive ti-+mot- meeting (see MOOT). Hence 
e·mpty vb. XVI (cf. OE. ge:i!mtigian); for
merly and still dial. empt vb. (OE. ii!mtian, 
f. ;i!mta leisure). 

empyema empail·m;~ (path.) collection of 
pus. XVII. late L. - Gr. empziema, f. empue!n 
suppurate, f. en E:Yt- 2-+puon matter, PUS. 

empyrean empai(;:>)rl·;:~n adj. of the highest 
heaven XVII (Ralegh); sb. (Milton); in 
ancient cosmology, the sphere of the element 
of fire, in Christian use the abode of God 
and the angels. f. medL. empyreus, as sb. n. 
-eum (sc. c::ehan heaven)- Gr. emptirios, as 
sb. n. -ion (Proclus), f. en EM-2 -rpur FIRE; 
sec -EAN. So empyre·AL1 adj. xv(imperyall, 
Caxton). 

empyreuma empirii·md burnt smell. XVII. 
- Gr. empzirewna Jive coal covered with 
ashes, f. empureziein set on fire, f. en E:\1- 2 + 
pzlr FIRE. Hence empyreumA·nc(AL. 
XVII. 

emu l-!njii fcassowary XVII; tAmerican 
ostrich ( ?) XVIII; bird of the Australian 
genus Drmmeus XIX. Earliest forms emia, 
eme, later emeu, emew, orig.- Pg. ema. Cf. 
F. emeu (1698), emou, Du. emoe. 

emulate e·mjuleit strive to equal or rival. 
XVI. f. pp. of L. zmultir!, f. <emu/us rival, 
prop. adj. striving, rei. to imittiri IMITATE, 
inuigiJ I:VIAG!i; see -ATE3

• So emulA'TION. 
XVI. - L. emulous timitative (of) XIV; 
tzealous XVI ; emulating, rival XVII. f. L. 
temu!us. 
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EMULSION 

emulsion imA·lf:Jn milky fluid. XVII. -F. 
emulsion or modL. emulsio(n-), f. emuls-, pp. 
stem of emulgere milk out, f. e E-+mulgere 
MILK. 

emunctory imA'I)kt:Jri cleaning by excre
tion XVI ; cleansing organ or canal XIV. 
- medL. emunctorius (sb. -ium), f. emunct-, 
pp. stem of L. emungere wipe or blow the 
nose, f. e E-+ base rei. to :\mcus; see -ORY. 

en en (typogr.) unit of measurement in 
composition (cf. EM)) equivalent to the 
average width of a letter; attrib. in en quad, 
en rule, en score. 

en- 1 en, in (before the sound of k, often 
passing into eiJ) prefix repr. (O)F. en-, \vhich 
is the form assumed, as also in Pr., Sp., and 
Pg., by the L. prefix in- (see IN-1); before 
b and p and occas. before m it takes the form 
EM-', but this was not established in Eng. sp. 
before XVII, enb-, enp- being more frequent 
than emb-, emp- in ME., as in OF. and OSp. 
In OF. and consequently in ME. en-, em
often appears as an-, am-, which last survives 
in ambush. From an early date IN-\ IM-1 

have been substituted for en-, em-, and vice 
versa, the former being gen. preferred in 
XVII ; in some words, e.g. embed, imbed, en
case, incase, enclose, inclose, both are still cur
rent, the i-forms esp. in U.S.A.; in others, 
e.g. imbrue, impair, inquest, im-, in- have re
placed em-, en-, where these are historically 
appropriate; in ensure and insure the variants 
have been allocated to different meanings. 
As a living formative (from XIV) en- has been 
used in senses mainly identical with those 
of Latin in- (IN- 1): viz. put in, into, or on 
(something), as encase, encyst, engarland, en
shroud, enthrone, entrain; bring or come into 
a certain state, as enable, encamp, endanger, 
endear, ensla•ve, enthral, enw·e; with em
phatic or neutral force, as enkindle, enlighten, 
enliven. 

en-2 en, in repr. Gr. en-, the prep. en I"!'< 
used as prefix, as in enallage, endemic, enngy, 
enthusiasm; before b, nr, p, ph it takes the 
form EM-2 ; before l it becomes el- (as in 
ellipse). 

-en1 :1n suffix forming (chiefly) dims., as 
from names of animals; OE. -en = OHG. 
-in, Goth. -ein :-Germ. •-inam, formally 
the neuter of *-inaz -EN 3, as in clieu•en CLEW, 
Cj'Cen CHICKEN,jilmen FILM, ma:gden MAIDEN, 
ticcen, ME. ticchen kid. 

-en 2 :1n suffix chiefly forming fern. sbs. from 
mascs., and fern. abstr. and concr. sbs.; OE. 
-en= (O)HG. -in:- Germ. "'-ini, *injo-; e.g. 
OE. biren she-bear (f. bera), gyden goddess 
(f. god GOD), myneeen nun (f. munuc MONK); 
VIXEN is the only surviving example of this 
type (but OE. fyxen is found only as adj.); 
lu:eften custody, wrecen watching, vigil; 
byrpen DURDEN, rteden arrangement, rule, 
condition (see -RED). 

ENALLAGE 

Goth. -eins :- CGerm. "'-inaz, corr. to Gr. 
-inM, L. -inus -INE1• OE. adjs. formed 
with this suffix have normally mutation of 
the stem-vowel, as st:'enen of stone, f. stan 
stone, gylden golden, f. gold; these have not 
survived, but from ME. onwards new adjs. 
have been extensively formed direct from 
the sbs., as earthen, golden, sil·vern (-en is re
duced to -n after r). Only a few adjs. (as 
wheaten, wooden) are in St. Eng. used with 
lit. meanings, but in s.w. dial. the applica
tion to sbs. denoting material is unlimited, 
as glassen, papern. 

-en• :1n inflexion of the weak declension, 
ME. reduction of OE. -an, as in oxan oxen, 
which was extended to other declensions, 
esp. in the south and west; permanent exx. 
of this in Standard Eng. are seen in children 
(pl. of CHILD), brethren (pl. of BROTHER), and 
in dial. hosen (see HOSE), shoon (see SHOE), 
housen, treen, etc. 

-en5 :1n suffix forming verbs based on sbs. 
and adjs., in OE. -nian, ON. -na, OHG. 
-inon, Goth. -nan, e.g. OE. beorhtnian 
BRIGHTEN,jrestnian FASTEN, hlosnian hearken, 
lacnian heal (cf. LEECH), war(e)nian WARN, 
wilnian desire, ON. batna DATTEN°, hariJna 
HARDEN, OHG.festinon fasten, Goth.jullnan 
be full. The relation fast adj. /fasten gave 
a model for such vbs. as darken, deepen, 
madden, moisten, zciden; the extension to sbs. 
began in late l\1E., e.g. heighten, lengthen, 
strengthen; but several such vbs. appear only 
verv late. Some verbs in -en are extensions 
of earlier forms, e.g. CHASTEN of tchaste, 
HAPPE"!'< (of hap), HASTEN of haste, HEARTEN 
of theart, LISTE:-1 of list; this took place esp. 
where a distinctively verbal form seemed 
desirable. 

-en6 :1n suffix forming the regular ending 
of pps. of strong verbs ; OE. -en (sometimes 
with mutation in the stem-syll.), OS., OHG. 
-an (Du., G. -en), ON. -inn, -enn, Goth. -ans, 
(once) -ins, repr. Germ. *-anaz, *-enaz, 
"'-iniz :- IE. "'-6nos, *-bzos, *-enis (OE. and 
ON. generalized *-en-forms, and OS., 
OHG., and Goth. "'-on-forms). Active 
meanings are shown in mistaken (r6or), 
outspoken (I 8o8). 

enable enei·bl tin vest with legal status xv; 
give (legal) power to, supply with means 
to do XVI. f. EN·1 +ADLE adj. j cf. able vb. 
XIV. (R. Rolle.) 

enact enre·kt A. tenter among the acts or 
public records xv; make into an act, decree 
xv; B. perform (a play, etc.), act (a part) 
XVI. f. EN-1 +AcT sb. and vb., after medL. 
inactare, inactitare. Hence ena·ctMENT 
action of enacting, what is enacted. xrx; 
superseding ena·cTroN (XVII) and (rare) 
tena·ct (xv-xvi). 

enallage en~·l:1d3i (rhet.) substitution of 
one grammatical form for another. xvr. 

-en8 :1n adj. suffix denoting 'pert. to', 'of the late L.,- Gr. enallage, f. base of enalldssein, 
nature of', 'made or consisting of'; OE. -en f. en E"!'<·'+alldssein exchange, f. dllos other 
""' OS. -in, OHG. -in (G. -en), ON. -in. (cf. ELSE), 
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ENAMEL 

enamel enre·m:~l glass-like composition laid 
on a surface. xv. f. ena·mel vb. XIV. -AN. 
enameler, enamailler, f. en EN-1+amail- AN. 
amail =OF. esmail (mod. email), analogical 
new formation (for esmaut, which is of Pr. 
origin) on the nom. esmauz - Germ. •smalt
(OHG. smalz, G. schmalz melted fat), rel. 
to SMELT~. 

enamour enre·m:~J inspire with ove. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). - (O)F. enamourer (cf. It. 
innamorare, Pr., Sp. enamorar), f. en EN-1+ 
amour love; see AMOUR. 

enarthrosis enii.Iprou·sis (anat.) ball-and
socket joint. XVII. modL.- Gr. endrthrosis, 
f. enarthros jointed; see EN-', ARTHRITIS, 
-OSIS. 

enc~enia ensi·ni:~ tdedication (of a temple, 
etc.) XIV; annual commemoration of 
founders and benefactors at the university of 
Oxford. XVII (in Caxton anglicized encenye). 
L. - Gr. (ta) egkainia, n. pl. 'festival of 
renewal', f. en EN- 2 +kain6s new. See -IA 2• 

encase, incase enkei·s enclose (as) in a 
case. XVII. f. EN-', IN-1 +cASE0 • 

encaustic enk5·stik produced by burning 
in pigments. xvn. - L. encausticus (Pliny) 
- Gr. egkaustikos, f. egkalein burn in; see 
EN-2, CAUSTIC. 

•ence :~ns suffix - (O)F. -ence- L. -entia, 
f. -ent- -ENT with abstr. suffix. In popL. 
-entia was superseded by -antia, repr. in 
OF. by -ance, e.g. aparance (ecclL. appa
rentia) APPEARANCE, contenance COUNTEN
ANCE, oyance ( :- L. audientia AUDIENCE), 
silance SILENCE. Later, L. sbs. in -ntia were 
adopted in F. with the L. vowels, e.g. 
abunce, elegance, presence, temperance, and 
both classes were adopted in ME. with their 
French forms and meanings; but in early 
mod. Eng. some sbs. in -ance have been 
altered back to -ence, and all sbs. adopted 
since have followed the L. forms. The 
result is that mod. spelling shows many 
variations and discrepancies, e.g. assistance, 
consistence, existence, resistance, subsistence ; 
pertinence, appurtenance ; cf. ascendant, -ent, 
-ancy, -ency. See also -ENCY. t]1 The pis. 
of sbs. in -ence and -ency, sounding alike, 
tend to be confused, so that (e.g.) excellences 
is freq. miswritten excellencies. 

enceinte1 iisfot (esp. fortif.) enclosure. 
XVIII. F. :- L. incincta, pp. fern. of incingere 
gird in; see IN-1, CINCTURE. 

enceinte• ase·t pregnant. xvn (in earliest 
use enseint, inceint, after legal AN. enseint ; 
later ensient; occas. insented XVI). F. = Pr. 
encencha, It. incinta, Sp. encinta :- medL. 
incincta 'ungirded' (Isidore, 'id est sine 
cinctu'), f. L. in- IN- 1 +cincta, fern. pp. of 
cingere gird (see CINCTURE). 
cn~bant i:ntJa·nt lay under a spell XIV (Ch., 

Gower, PPl.); charm XVI (Sh.). - (O)F. 
enchanter:- L. incanttire, f. in EN-1 +cantdre 
sing (see CHANT). So encha·ntER0• xm. 

ENCUMBER 

-OF. enchanteor, -our (mod. -eur) :-late L. 
incantdt6rem; see -ER'. encha·ntMENT. XIII. 
- (O)F. encha·nTRESS1• XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
enchanteresse. 

enchase entJei-s adorn with figures in relief 
xv; set (a jewel) xv; enshrine as a relic xvn. 
- (O)F. ench&sser enshrine, set (gems), en
case, f. en EN-1 +ch&sse shrine, casket, CASE0

• 

The chronology shows early development 
of the trans£. sense in Eng. (cf. CHASE 2). 

enchiridion en-, el)k<~iri·dion manual. XVI. 
·-late L.- Gr. egkheiridion, f. en EN-Z+kheir 
hand ( cf. CHIRO-) + -idion dim. suffix. 

enclave a·kliiv, aklii·v portion of territory 
entirely surrounded by alien dominions. 
XIX (tenclaved pa. pple. once xv). F., f. 
(O)F. enclaver = Pr., Cat. enclavar:- popL. 
•incliiviire, f. in EN-1 + cliivis key, rei. to 
claudere (see CLOSE). 

enclitic i:nkli ·tik (gram.) 'leaning' its accent 
on the preceding word. XVII. - late L. 
encliticus (Priscian) - Gr. egklitik6s, f. egkli
nein lean on, f. en EN- 2 +klinein LEAN 2 ; see 
-IC. 

enclose enklou·z shut up or in, surround; 
insert in a frame, etc. XIV. f. (O)F. enclos(e), 
pp. of enclore :- popL. •inclaudere, for L. 
incliidere INCLUDE. So enCLOSURE enklou·-
3<1l, xv. -legal AN., OF. enclosure. See 

also INCLOSE, INCLOSURE. 
encomium en-, el)kou·mi;~m formal eulogy. 

XVI. - L. encomium- Gr. egktJmion, sb. use 
(sc. epos speech) of n. of adj., f. en EN-"+ 
homos revel (in which a conqueror was led 
in procession); cf. COMIC. So enco·miast. 
xvn. - Gr. egk6miastis, f. egk6midzein; 
whence also egk6miastik6s (in modL. encomi
asticus) encomia·stiC. XVI. 

encore ;,1Jk5;~·l, as sb. ;,·l)k5al once more; 
repetition of a performance. xvm. F. 
( = Pr. ancara, OSp. encara, It. ancora), of 
disputed origin. Hence as vb. XVIII. t]1 Not 
so used in French. 

encounter enkau·nt<~l meeting in conflict. 
XIII. - ( 0) F. encontre ( cf. Pr. encontre, It. 
incontro), f. encontrer = Pr., Sp., Pg. en
contrar, It. incontrare :-Rom. •incontriire, 
f. in E:-<-1+contrd against (cf. COUNTER6). 

encourage enkA·rid3 inspire with courage. 
XV. - (Q)F. encourager; see EN-\ COURAGE. 

encrinite e·nkrinait (geol.) fossil crinoid. 
XIX. f. modL. encrinus (Harenberg, 1729) 
'stone-lily', f. Gr. en EN-"+krfnon lily; see 
-ITE. 

encroach i:nkrou·tJ tseize wrongfully XIV; 
trench usurpingly upon XVI. -OF. en
crochier seize, fasten upon, f. en EN-1 + 
crochier crook, f. croc hook (-ON. krokr 
CROOK). 

encumber enkA·mb<~J obstruct, hamper. 
xrv. - (O)F. encombrer block up = Pr. 
encombrar (It. ingombrare) :-Rom. •incom
brdre; see EN-\ CUMBER. So encu·mbrANCE. 
XIV. - OF. encombrance. 
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·ENCY 

-ency ansi suffix- L. -entia (see -ENCE and 
-v8), used in the formation of sbs. denoting 
qualities or states, from which concr. or 
semi-concr. senses have been developed in 
Eng. adoptions, as dist. from the derivs. in 
-ENCE, which have freq. the sense of action 
or process in addition to or to the exclusion 
of that of quality or state. Examples of the 
difference now gen. established between the 
suffixes are recurrence and currency, emer
gence and emergency, excellence and excel
lency, confluence and fluency, dependence and 
dependency, permanence and permanency; 
several forms in -ency have become estab
lished to the exclusion of parallel forms in 
-ence, as clemency, decency, efficiency, incon
sistency ; residence and presidency have two 
types of meaning in full use, whereas regency 
and transparency are almost restricted to one. 

encyclical ensi·klibl intended for universal 
circulation. XVII (sb. xrx). f. late L. encycli
cus, f. Gr. egkziklios circular, general, f. en 
EN- 2+kuklos circle (CYCLE); see -!CAL. 

encyclopredia, U.S. -pedia ensaiklopi·di:~ 
tgeneral course of instruction XVI; repertory 
of information on all branches of knowledge 
XVII. (Also anglicized, or after F., tencyclo
pedie, -y.) - modL. -spurious Gr. egkuklo
paideiii (in MSS. of Quintilian 'Inst.' r x 1, 

Pliny 'Nat. Hist.' pref.), for egkuklios 
paideiii 'general education', the circle of arts 
and sciences considered by the Greeks to be 
essential to a liberal education; see prec. 
and PEDAGOGUE. Cf. CYCLOP lEDIA. 

end end extremity, final limit OE.; tter
mination, completion XIII ; death ; event, 
issue; intended result, purpose XIV; remnant 
(candle end, odds and ends) xv. OE. ende = 
OFris. enda, -e, OS. endi, (Du. einde), OHG. 
enti (G. endr,), ON. endir, endi, Goth. andeis, 
f. CGerm. *andja- :- IE. *antj6; cf. Skr. 
dntas end, boundary, death, and OHG. 
endi, ON. enni forehead, L. antim forelock, 
ante before, Oir. etan forehead, et end, 
point; Gr. anti, antfos opposite. t;jf In East 
End, TV est End and the ends of the earth there 
is a historical survival of the sense 'quarter, 
region' of OE. ende. So end vb. OE. endian 
= OFris. endia, OS. endion (Du. einden), 
OHG. enton (G. enden), ON. enda. Hence 
e·ndWAYS, -WISE XVI. 

endear endi:~·.l traise the value ofxvr; make 
dear or beloved XVII. f. EN-1 +DEAR, after 
F. encMrir (f. en-+cher dear). 

endeavour ende·v:~.l make an effort, strive. 
XIV. orig. ref!. ; f. phr. put oneself in dever 
(devoir), after F. se mettre en devoir do one's 
utmost; see DEVOIR. Hence endea·vour sb. 
XV. 

endemic ende·mik regularly found among 
a people or in a country. xvm (as sb. pl. 
xvn). -F. endt!mique or modL. endemicus, 
f. Gr. t!ndemos, endimios pert. to a people, 
native, f. en EN-2+dimos people; see DEMOS, 
•IC. Also ende·miAL1

, •ICAL adjs. XVII. 

ENERGUMEN 

endive e·ndiv the plant Cichorium Intybus. 
xv. - (O)F. endive = Pr., Pg., It. endivia, 
Sp. endibia -late L. endivia- medGr. indivi 
- L. intibum, intubmn - Gr. entubon, of 
which a dim. entubion is extant. 

endo- e·ndou, endo· comb. form of Gr. 
endon within, f. en IN+ *dom- house (see 
TOFT), used in many comps. of mod. forma
tion, as e·ndocarp, -derm, endo·genous (Lind
ley), endoca·rdiac; endo·gamy marriage (Gr. 
gdmos) within a clan or tribe. 

endorse end5·.Is write, put one's signature, 
etc., on the back of XVI; (after endo·rse
MENT ratification XVII) confirm, countenance 
xrx. - medL. indorsdre, f. L. in IN-1+dorsum 
back (see DORSAL) ;superseded earlier tendoss 
(xrv)- (O)F. endosser (dos :- L. dorsum). 

endow endau· enrich, as with property XIV; 
provide a dower for XVI. -legal AN. en
douer, f. en E:-<-1+(0)F. douer :- L. dotdre, 
f. dot-, dos dowry, rei. to dare give (cf. DATE1). 

Hence endow·MENT. xv. 

endris e·ndris (arch.) recently past. XIV. 
var., with advb. -s, of ender (esp. this ender 
night, XIII, Cursor l\1.), f. ON. endr formerly, 
endranmr at some other time, corr. to Goth. 
andizjuh either (conj.), compar. f. AND. 

endue endju· The earliest appearance is of 
c. 1400 in the rare sense 'induct'; established 
in xv in various senses, viz. t(of a hawk) 
pass food into the stomach, digest; tassume 
(a form), put on (clothes); invest with pro
perty, endow with power, etc. orig. - (O)F. 
enduire (i) = Pr. enduire, It. indurre :- L. 
inducere lead in (INDUCE) ; (ii) a new forma
tion, f. en EN-1 +duire :- L. diicere lead; by 
crossing with L. induere put on (a garment), 
clothe, the word became partly synon. with 
endozQ and invest. 

endure endju:~·.l tharden; continue; under
go, bear XIV; tolerate xv. - (O)F. endurer = 
Pr., Sp. endurar, It. indurm·e :- L. indurdre 
harden, f. in- EN- 1 +durus hard. So en
du·rANCE. XV. - (O)F. 

-ene in (chem.) terminal el. of the names of 
certain hydrocarbons (e.g. benzene, naphtha
lene, toluene), proper to those of the formula 
CnH2n, the vowel e being used to complete 
the sequence a, e, i, o. Cf. -ANE 2 , -INE5, -ONE. 

enema e·nim:~ injection. xv. - late L. 
- Gr. enema, f. enit!nai send or put in, inject, 
f. en EN- 2+hit!nai send (cf. INJECT). 

enemy e·nimi hostile person or com
munity, foe. xm (Cursor M.). -OF. enemi 
(mod. ennemi) = Pr. enemic, Sp. enemigo, It. 
nemico :- L. inimicu-s, f. in- I:-<- 2+amicus 
friend (see AMICABLE); the Enemy the Devil 
(after Luke x 19) XIV (Wycl. Bible), the 
hostile force XVII (Sh.). 

energumen en(i.Igju·men possessed person, 
demoniac. XVIII. -late L. energumenus- Gr. 
energoumenos, pass. ppl. of energefn work in 
or upon, f. en EN- 2 +t!rgon~WDRK. 
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ENERGY 

energy e·n;ud3i vigour of expression XVI ; 
working, operation; power displayed xvn ; 
vigour or intensity of action xrx (Coleridge); 
in physics, actual, kinetic, or motive energy 
(T. Young), potential, static, or latent energy 
(\V. Rankine). - F. energie or late L. energia 
- Gr. energeia (Aristotle), f. energds active, 
efiective, f. en E~- 2 +tirgon WORK; see -Y3. 
So energetrc -e·tik, -!CAL tpowerfully 
operative; full of energy. XVII. -Gr. enn
getihos active, f. energefn operate, efiect, f. 
en E~- 2 +tirgon. e·nergrzE rouse to or put 
forth energy. xvm; cf. F. tene1·giser. 

enervate e·n;uveit weaken. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. enerviire, f. e E-+nervus sinew, 
NERVE; stressed ene·rvate XVII-XVIII; cf. 
(O)F. enerver. So enervA·noN. xv. -late L. 

enew enjii· (arch.) drive (a bird) into the 
water. xv. - OF. enewer, eneauer, f. en 
EN-1 ·'·eau (:- L. AQUA) water. 

enfeoff enfe·f invest with a fief. XIV. -AN. 
enfeoffer (AL. injeoffiire), OF. enfeffer, f. 
en EK-1 --:-fief FIEF. Hence enfeo·ff~IEKT. 
XV. 

Enfield e·nfild name of a village in :.vliddle
sex, near which is a government small-arms 
factory, applied to rifles, etc. xrx. 

enfilade enfilei·d tsuite of apartments, the 
doors of which are placed opposite to each 
other; fire sweeping a line of works or troops 
from one end to the other. xvm. - F. 
enfilade, f. enfiler thread on a string, piece 
from end to end, f. en E"!':- 1 ..;_fil FILE 3 ; see 
-ADE. 

enforce inf5·.rs tstrengthen physically or 
morally; tdrive by force, use force upon; 
trefl. and intr. strive xrv; press horne, 
emphasize xv; compel xv. -OF. en] orcin, 
(also mod.) enforcir :-Rom. *infortiare, *in
fortire, f. in IN-'+fortis strong (cf. FORT). 

enfranchise enfrre·ntfaiz, -iz set free; make 
a person or town municipally 'free' xv; 
admit to political status xvu. f. enfranchiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. enfranchir, f. en 
EN-1 +franc, -che free, FRAJ\"K. t4ffranchise 
was earlier (xv). The assoc. of the word 
with FRANCHISE has led to the prevalence of 
the pronunc. with aiz. Hence enfra·n
chisel\IENT -izmant. XVI (Sh.). 

engage engei·d3 pledge or secure by a 
pledge xv; hire for ernploymt>nt XVIII; per
suade, win over XVII ; attach, chann XVIII ; 
ten tangle, involve XVI; employ, occupyxvn; 
bring or come into conflict XVII. - (O)F. 
engager = Pr. engatgar, It. ingaggiare :
Rom. *imcaditire, f. in EN-1 -t *zt·adium GAGE, 
WAGE. So enga·ge:\IE;\;T. XVII. - (O)F. 

engender end3e•nd;l.I beget, produce. XIV. 
- (O)F. engendrer = Pr. e;zgenrar, It. in
generare :- L. ingeneriire, f. in EN-1 +generiire 
GENDER, GENERATE. So engendrURE tgenera
tion; descent. xrv. - OF. engendr(e)ure. 
The var. enge·ndure (XIV) was used by 
Lamb and J. R. Lowell. 

EN GRAIN 

engine e·nd3in A. tcontrivance, artifice 
XIII; tingenuity; tgenius XIV; B. machine 
of war XIII; mechanical contrivance XIV; 
complex machine (later spec. steam-engine) 
XVII. - OF. engin = Pr. engenh, Sp. ingenio, 
It. ingegno :- L. ingenium natural quality, 
disposition, or temper, talents, genius, 
clever device (cf. INGENIOUS). Aphetized 
GIN2

• The now old-fashioned or vulgar 
pronunc. i·nd3in, which shows a normal 
development of e+nasal and is evidenced 
in xv, was stigmatized by Walker as 'very 
improper' and savouring 'strongly of vul
garity'. 

engineer end3inia·.1 designer or constructor 
of engines or works, orig. of military engines. 
XIV. -OF. engigneor, -our (mod. ingenieur) 
= Pr. engenhador :- medL. ingeniat6rem, 
-iitor, f. ingeniiire, f. ingenium ENGINE. In 
XVI the forms from OF. were superseded by 
en-, inginer, either after modF. or - It. 
ingegnere, a distinct formation = OF. en
gi(g)nier, Sp. ingeniero :- Rom. *ingeniarius; 
the ending was later assim. to -ier, -EER1

• 

Hence enginee·r vb. intr. XVII ; trans. XIX. 
England i·l)gl;md OE. Engla land (orig.) 

country of the Angles (see ANGLE), (later) of 
the Germanic inhabitants of Great Britain; 
hence OFris. Angelond, OS. (Du.) Eng eland, 
(O)HG., Ice!., etc. England. So EnglisH' 
i·l)glif pert. to England or its inhabitants. 
OE. englisc, occas. renglisc (prop.) pertaining 
to the Angles, but (in the earliest exx.) pert. 
to the group of Germanic peoples known 
coli. as Angelcynn (Bede's gens Anglorum), 
lit. 'race of Angles'; also adj. and sb., of 
their language; hence OFris. angelsk, anglesk, 
engelsk, englesk, OS. (Du.) engelsch, MHG. 
engel(i)sch, ON. Enskr (mod. Engilskr, Sw., 
Da. engelsk). As the name of a language 
(OE. englisc, absol. use of the n. adj.) orig. 
applied to all the Angle and Saxon dialects 
spoken in Britain; in its most comprehen
sive modern use it comprises all the dialects 
descended from the language of the early 
Germanic conquerors of Britain. English
man i·l)gliJman OE. Engliscmon; whence 
Du. Engelschman, ON. (pl.) Enskir menn 
(Ice!. Bnglismaor, Sw. Engelsman, Da. 
Engelslwzand). E·nglishRY. xvu; in A::\'. 
englescherie, AL. englescheria (XII). 

engraft engra·ft graft or implant in. xvi. 
f. EN-1·-i· GRAFT vb.; rep!. tengraff (xv-xvrrr). 

engrail ingrei·l (her.) indent with contigu
ous curvilinear notches. XIV. (late ME. pp. 
engrelede, ingraylit). - OF. engresler (mod. 
engreler), f. en EN- 1 ·!-gresle (g1-ele) hail; the 
marks being compared to hailstones. 

engrain, ingrain engrei·n A. tdye with 
cochinealxrv (PPI.); B. work into the texture 
or structure of XVII. In sense A- OF. en
grainer dye, f. phr. en graine (whence Eng. 
in grain) where graine means cochineal dye; 
in sense B f. EN-'+ GRAIN. Now mainly in 
pp. (chiefly ingrained) in senses (i) thorough
going, incorrigible, (ii) deep-rooted, in
veterate. 



ENGRAVE 

engrave engrei·v carve, tsculpture XVI; 
represent by lines incised on a metal plate 
or wood block XVII. f. EN-1+GRAVE2 , after 
F. tengraver; pp. engraven, ingraven was in 
use XVI-XIX (latterly poet. or arch.). 

engross engrou·s A. tbuy up wholesale 
XIV; tget together XVI ; gain or keep exclu
sive possession of, occupy exclusively XVII ; 
B. write in large letters, as in legal documents 
XV (Lydg.). -AN. engrosser and AL. in
grossiire, in sense A f. phr. en gros and in 
gross6 in the lump, by wholesale, in sense B 
f. en I:-<+OF. grosse, medL. grossa large 
writing; see GROSS. 

enhance enh11"ns traise, exalt XIV j heighten, 
intensify xv; raise in price xv. -AN. en
hauncer, prob. alteration of OF. enhaucer 
= It. innalzare :- Rom. *inaltiiire, f. in 
EN-1 +altus high (cf. OLD). 

enharmonic enhiLtm()·nik (mus.) in which 
an interval of 2! tones was divided into 2 
quarter tones and a major third. XVII. -late 
L. en(h)armonicus- Gr. enarmonik6s, f. en 
EN- 2 +harmoniii HARMONY; see -Ic. 

enigma ini·gm;) riddle in verse XVI; puzzl
ing problem XVII. - L. renigma, -mat- - Gr. 
afnigma, f. base of ainissesthai speak allu
sively or obscurely, f. ainos apologue, fable. 
So enigmATIC enigma!·tik. XVII. - F.·enig
matiqueorlate L. amigmaticus. -A·TICAL XVI. 

enjamb(e)ment end3a!·m(b)m;:,nt, llajabma 
continuation of sentence beyond second line 
of couplet. XIX. F., f. enjamber stride, f. en 
EN-1 +jambe leg; see JAMB, -MENT. 

enjoin end3oi·n A. impose (a penalty, task, 
etc.) XIII; prohibit by an injunction XVI; 
B. tjoin together XIV (Wycl. Bible). f. en
joi(g)n-, stem of (O)F. enjoindre = Pr. 
enjunher, It. ingiugnere :- L. injungere join, 
attach, impose, f. in EN-1 +jungere JOIN. 

enjoy end3oi· the joyful XIV; possess or 
experience with joy xv; refl. (after F. se 
(re)jouir) XVII. -OF. enjoier give joy to, refl. 
enjoy (cf. It. ingiojare), f. en- EN-1 +joie JOY, 
or- OF. enjoir enjoy, rejoice, f. en-+joir :
L. gaudere. Hence enjoy·MENT. XVI. 

enkindle enki·ndl cause to blaze up, set on 
fire. XVI (Udall, Stanyhurst). See EN-1. 

enlarge enlii·.rd3 make larger or more 
extensive XIV; tset at large xv; trefl. expand 
in words; intr. speak at large XVII. - OF. 
enlarger, -largir, f. en- EN-1 +large LARGE; 
some of the uses are due to (O)F. eslargir, 
mod. elargir set free. 

enlighten enlai·tn give light to, shed light 
upon. XIV (rare before xvr). orig. extended 
form with EN-\ of ten-, tinlight, OE. in
lihtan, f. in IN- 1 +lihtan LIGHT; later a new 
formation either f. EN-1+LIGHTEN1 or f. EN-1 
+LIGHT1+-EN5• Hence enli·ghtenMENT. 
XVII (in XIX used as tr. of G. Aufkliirung). 

enlist enli·st enrol on the 'list' as a soldier 
XVII j also fig. j intr. XVIII. f. EN-1+LIST4 sb. 
or LIST vb. (which is recorded so years 
earlier), perh. after Du. inlijsten inscribe on 
a list or register. Hence enli·stMENT. XVIII. 

EN SAMPLE 

enliven enlai·vn tgive life to; animate, 
inspirit; cheer. xvn. Extended form of 
tenlive (xvr), f. EN-1+LIFE, after LIVE.1 

enmity e·nmiti hatred, hostility. XIII (Cur
sor lVI.). -OF. enemi(s)tie (mod. inimitie) = 
Pr. enemistat, Sp. enemistad :- Rom. *inimi
citatem, f. inimicus; see ENEMY, -ITY. 

ennead e·nired set of nine. XVII. - Gr. 
ennead-, enneds, f. ennea NINE. See -AD'. 

ennoble enou·bl make noble. XVI (pa. pple. 
xv). - (O)F. ennoblir; see EN-\ NOBLE. 

ennui ()•nwi, lla·nwi feeling of!ack of interest. 
XVIII. F. :- L. phr. in odi6 (see ANNOY). 
q See quat. from Evelyn s.v. CHICANERY. 
enormous in5·Jm;)s tabnormal, mon-
strous; tirrcgular, outrageous; of excessive 
size. XVI. f. L. enormis, f. e E-+norma pat
tern; see NORM, -ous. q Nearly contemp. 
were tenorm (after F. enorme) and tenormi
ous (xv). So eno·rmiTY. xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F.- L. 

enough inA·f OE. gen6g, gen6h (used in ace. 
as adv.) = OFris. enoch, OS. ginog (Du. 
genoeg), OHG. ginuog (G. genug), ON 
gnogr, Goth. gan6hs :- CGerm. *gan6gaz, 
rei. to impers. preterite-present vb. OE. 
geneah, OHG. ginah, Goth. ganah it suffices, 
f. Germ. *ga- Y-+*nax-, which is repr. 
also in OE. beneah (he) enjoys, requires, 
Goth. binah it is right or needful, and is :
IE. *nak-, in L. nancisci (pp. nactus) obtain, 
Skr. t!Gf reach. The infl. forms of gen6g 
gave ENOW, which, as repr. OE. nom. and 
ace. pl. genoge, was in literary use as the pl. 
of enough at least till XVIII (later with Sc. 
writers and dial.). 

enounce inau·ns enunciate. XIX. -F. 
enoncer- L. enuntiiire ENUNCIATE, after an
nounce, pronounce. 

enow lnau· see ENOUGH. 
enrage enrei·d3 the distracted; tPP· mad

dened; put in a rage or fury. XVI (pp. en
raged was used by Trevisa, tr. Barth. De 
P.R.). - (O)F. enrager; see EN-\ RAGE. The 
trans. use arose in Eng. through the appre
hension of pp. enraged (F. enrage) as a 
passive. 

enrapture enrm·ptfg.r throw into a rapture, 
delight intensely. XVIII. f. EN-1 +RAPTURE, 
after enrapt carried away by ecstasy (xvn 
Sh.); see RAPT. 

enrich enri·tf make rich. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- (O)F. enrichir, f. en- EN-1 +riche RICH. 

enrol(l) enrou·l inscribe on a roll or list, 
enter among the rolls or records. XIV. -OF. 
enroller (mod. enroler), f. en EN-1 +rolle ROLL. 

ens enz, pl. entia e·nJi;:, being, entity. xvr 
(Sidney, Jonson). L., sb. use of n. of prp. 
formed from esse BE, on the supposed 
analogy of absens ABSENT, to render Gr. n. on 
being, prp. of einai. Cf. ESSENCE. 

ensample ensa·mpl example. XIII. -AN. 
ensa(u)mple, alteration of OF. assample, 
essemple EXAMPLE. The mod. arch. use is 
due to reminiscence of its use in N.T. (e.g. 
Phil. iii 17, I Thess. i 7). 



ENSCONCE 

ensconce ensk;l'ns tfortify, shelter behind a 
fortification; establish tsecretly or securely. 
XVI. f. EN·1 +scoNCE 3

; cf. OF. esconcer. 

ensemble asa·bl all the parts together. 
xv. F., sb. us~; of adv. 'together' = It. 
insieme, etc. :- Rom. *insemul, for L. in
simul (Statius), f. in IN+simul, semul at the 
same time, rei. to similis SIMILAR. 

ensiform e·nsif5Jm sword-shaped. xvr. 
- modL. ensiformis, f. ensis sword ( = Skr. 
asis); see -FORM. 

ensign e·nsain, (naut., of the flag) e·nsn 
tbattle-cry, watchword; sign, token, badge; 
banner XIV (naval flag XVIII); ensign-bearer 
(hence, various military and naval officers) 
XVI (cf. ANCIENT 2). - (O)F. enseigne = Pr. 
ensenha, Sp. insignia :- L. insignia; see IN
SIGNIA. 

ensilage e·nsilid3 preservation of green 
fodder in a pit. XIX (first in U.S.). -F. 
ensilage, f. ensiler- Sp. ensilar, f. en EN-1+ 
silo; see SILO, -AGE. So ensile ensai ·I. XIX. 
-F. ensiler. 

enslave enslei·v make a SLAVE of. xvn 
(Prynne, Cowley, Howell, Boyle). See E:-1- 1

• 

ensue ensju: tfollow, in various gen. senses, 
trans. and intr. XIV; follow in the course of 
events (now esp. in next ensuing with ref. 
to a date), follow as a result xv. -OF. 
ensiw-, ensu-, stem of ensivre (mod. ensuivre), 
corr. to Pr., Cat. enseguir, It. inseguire :
Rom. "'insequere, for L. insequi, f. in IN-1 + 
sequi follow (cf. PVRSCE, SUIT). 

ensure enfu;;,·J tmake sure or safe, assure, 
pledge, guarantee XIV; secure, make cer
tain XVIII. -AN. enseurer, alteration of OF. 
asseurer ASSCRE. See also the differentiated 
INSCRE. 

-ent ;;,nt suffix repr. F. -ent ( = Sp., It. 
-ente)- L. -entem, nom. -ens, ending of prp. 
of L. vbs. in -ere, -ere, -ire, corr. in sense to 
-ING1 (cf. -ANT) and in form belonging to 
the IE. series *-ont-, *-ent-, *-nt-, repr. by 
Skr. -ant-, Gr. -ont-, Goth. -and-, OE. -end-. 
Examples are: pendent hanging, confident 
trusting, salient leaping; many such ppl. 
adjs. had become sbs. in Latin or in French; 
e.g. adherent, agent, exponent, parent, presi
dent, serpent, student; some are names of in
animate objects or abstractions, as aperient, 
coefficient, continent, constituent, current, 
deterrent, emollient, expedient, orient, solvent, 
tangent, torrent. See also -ESCENT, -FACIENT. 

entablature enta:·bl;;,tfu;;,J (archit.) part of 
an order above the column XVII ; framework 
of an engine supported by columns XIX. 
-(partly through F. entab/ement, which was 
also current in Eng. XVII), It. intavolatura 
boarding, f. intavolare board up, f. in EN-1 + 
tavo/a TABLE. 

ENTHRONE 

entail entei·l (leg.) settle (an est.ate) on 
a number of persons in successwn XIV 
(Wyclif); tattach as an inseparable appen
dage XVI; impose (trouble) upon xvn; in
volve as a consequence XIX. f. EN·'+ 
AN. taile or taile TAIL 2• Hence entai·l sb. 
XIV (Wyclif). 

entangle enta:•IJgl involve (as) in network, 
etc. XV. f. EN-1 +TANGLE; perh. orig. of 
boats or oars caught in 'tangle' or seaweed. 

entelechy ente·liki, entelechia, -eia 
ent:elikai·;;, (philos.) realization of a func
tion. XVII. - late L. - Gr. entelekheia, f. en 
IN + telei d. of telos end, perfection + 
ekhein be in a (certain) state; see -Y3• 

Entellus ente·las East Indian species of 
monkey, Semnopithecus entellus. XIX. 
modL., named by Dufresne, 1797, pre
sumably after Entellus in Virgil 'JEneid' v 
437-72. (jf Names of other Indian monkeys 
are of similar origin, Anchises, Irus, Priamus, 
Rhesus. 

entente ata·t understanding. XIX. F., f. 
entendre INTEND ; earliest in entente cordiale 
(c. r84o). 

enter e·nt;;,J go or come in XIII (Cursor M.); 
go or come into XIV (R. Rolle); cause to go 
in, put in or into, insert, introduce XIV 
(PPI.). - (O)F. entrer = Pr. en-, intrar, 
Sp. entrar, It. en-, intrare, Rum. intra :
L. intrdre, f. intra within (see INTRA-). 

e·nter-, tentre- prefix- (O)F. entre- :- L. 
INTER-. All comps. formed with this, exc. 
enterprise, entertain, are either obs. or have 
been refash. with inter-. 

enteric ente·rik pert. to the intestines; 
typhoid. XIX. - Gr. enterik6s, f. enteron 
intestine, rei. to L. inter between, among, 
interus (see INTERIOR, J!-;TERNAL), irttus 
within (see INTESTINE) ; cf. F. enthique. So 
enteri·Tis, entero-, comb. form of Gr. 
enteron. 

enterprise e·nt;;,Jpraiz work taken in hand, 
bold undertaking; daring spirit. xv. - (O)F. 
entreprise, sb. use of pp. fern. of entreprendre 
later var. of emprendre, whence emprise 
EMPRISE (XIII). (Cf. PREHENSILE.) 

entertain entaJtei·n tkeep in a certain 
state; keep up, maintain; treat; receive, 
e.g. as a guest xv; tretain in service; engage 
the attention of XVI; amuse XVII. - (O)F. 
entretenir (infl. -tient, t-teigne) = Pr. entre
tenir, Sp. entretener, It. intrattenere :-Rom. 
*intertenere, f. inter among, INTER-+tenere 
hold (cf. TENANT). Hence entertai·nMENT. 
tmaintenance, provision XVI; reception (of 
a guest); meal; amusement XVII; public 
performance XVIII. 

enthral(!) enpr5·l enslave (fig. hold spell
bound). XVI. f. EN- 1 -i-THRALL. 

enthrone enprou·n set on a throne. xvn 
(Sh.). rep!. enthro·nize (XIV, Gower)- OF. 
introniser -late L. inthronizdre- Gr. enthro
nizein, f. en EN· 2 +thr6nos THRONE. 

[3;16) 



ENTHUSIASM 

enthusiasm enpjii·zirezm tprophetic or 
poetic frenzy; vain confidence in divine 
inspiration, misguided religious emotion 
XVII; rapturous or passionate eagerness XVIII. 
- F. enthousiasme or late L. enthilsiasmus 
-Gr. enthousiasm6s (Plato), f. enthousidzein 
be inspired or possessed by the god, f. en
thous, entheos inspired, possessed, f. en IN+ 
the6s god. So enthu·siast. xvn. - F. en
thousiaste or ecci.L. enthiisiastes designation 
of a sect- eccl.Gr. enthousiaftes. enthu· 
sia·stic. XVII. -Gr. enthousiastik6s (Plato). 
Hence enthu·sevb. inspire with enthusiasm, 
become enthusiastic. XIX (orig. U.S. colloq.). 

enthymeme e·npimim syllogism in which 
one of the premisses is suppressed. XVI. 
- L. enthymema- Gr. enthamema, f. en
thumelsthai consider, reflect, infer, f. en 
EN-2 + thum6s passion, courage, mind, rei. to 
L. fumus FUME. The current use in logic is 
due to a misapprehension, found as early as 
Boethius, of Aristotle's use of the word for 
'syllogism drawn from merely probable pre· 
misses' as an imperfect syllogism (&m\.)s 
av>.>.oywf.LOS) and as referring to its form 
instead of to its matter. 

entice entai·s tincite XIII; allure XIV. 
-OF. entider, prob. :-Rom. •intitiiire, f. 
L. in EN-1 + •titius, for L. titii5 firebrand, as 
if 'set on fire, add fuel to' (cf. inflame). So 
enti·ceMENT. XIV. -OF. enticement, f. 
entider. t]J Aphetic TICE. 

entire entaia· .I whole, complete. XIV 
(Wyclif; inCh. only the adv. entirely); (of 
animals) not castrated XIX. ME. enter, 
entier- AN. enter, (O)F. entier, fern. -iere 
= Pr. entier, Sp. entero, Pg. inteiro, It. 
intero :- Rom. •inte·gro, for L. i·ntegrum 
(nom. integer), f. in- IN- 1 + •tag-, base of 
tangere touch (see TANGENT, TACT). The 
ME. and early modEng. senses 'upright', 
'honest', 'sincere' have not survived. So 
entireTY entai:nti. xvi. - (O)F. entierete. 

entitle entai-tl give a title to. XIV (Ch.). 
-AN. entitler, OF. entiteler (mod. intituler) 
= Pr. entitolar, It. intitolare -late L. intitu
lare, f. in- IN-1 (cf. EN-1)+titu[us TITLE. 

entity e·ntiti being. XVI. - F. entite or 
medL. entitds, f. L. ent-, ENS; see -ITY. 

ento- e·ntou before a vowel ent-, comb. 
form of Gr. ent6s within ( = L. intus), as in 
entozo·on, parasitic animal living within 
another. XIX (see zoo-). 

entomo- (before two unstressed sylls.) 
entamo·, (before one unstressed syll.) 
ento·mou, (before a stressed syll.) e:ntomo; 
entomology entamo•lad3i science of in
sects. XVIII. -F. or modL. f. Gr. t!ntomon; 
see INSECT, -LOGY. 

entourage on-, i'iturii·3 environment; per
sons in attendance. XIX. F., f. entourer 
surround, f. entour surroundings, sb. use of 
adv. 'round about' = Pr. entorn, It. intorno 
:- Rom. •in torno in the circle (see TURN). 

entr'acte i·trakt interval, or performance 
of music, etc., between acts of a play. XIX 

ENTRE SOL 

(anglicized XVIII by Chesterfield as inter-act). 
F., f. entre between+acte; see INTER-, ACT. 

entrails e·ntreilz intestines, (formerly) in
ward parts gen. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
entrailles = Pr. entralhas - medL. intriilia 
(Reichenau Glossary), alteration of L. in
teriinea (whence OF. entraigne, Sp. entrafias), 
sb. use of n. pl. of interlineus internal, f. inter 
(see INTERIOR). Formerly also sg. as in OF. 

entrain1 entrei·n draw as an accompani
mentorconsequence. XVI(now rare). -(O)F. 
entrainer, f. en EN-1 + trainer drag (see 
TRAIN). 

entrain1 entrei·n put on a railway train. 
XIX. f. EN-1 +TRAIN sb. 

entrance1 e·ntrans coming or going in; 
place of entry. XVI. -OF. entrance, f. entrer 
ENTER; see -ANCE. So e·ntrANT sb. and 
tadj. XVII. - prp. of F. entrer. 

entrance2 entra·ns put into a trance, carry 
away as in a trance, overpower esp. with 
delight. XVI. f. EN-1 +TRANCE vb.; perh. 
intended as an intensive formation. 

entrap entrre·p XVI. -OF. entrap(p)er, f. 
en- EN-'+ trappe TRAP1

• 

entreat entri·t ttreat XIV; beseech, implore 
xv. -OF. entraiter, f. en- EN-1+traiter 
TREAT. The sense of 'implore' was carried 
over from treat, which was used intr. and 
trans. in that sense, which was developed 
from that of 'ded with'. Hence entrea·ty 
ttreatment ; earnest request XVI ; after 
TREATY. 

entrechat a.tr;~Ja caper in dancing in which 
the feet are struck together rapidly. XVIII. 
F., alteration (perh. after It. capriola intrec
chiata intricate caper), earlier tentrechas, 
-chasse, f. entrechasser chase in and out, f. 
entre between, INTER-+ chasser CHASE. 

entree a·trei entrance, leave of entry XVIII; 
dish served before the joint. XIX. F.; see 
ENTRY. 

entremets a·tramei side dishes. XVIII. F., 
earlier entremes, adopted in ME. XIV, occas. 
semi-anglicized tentremetes (Caxton); f. 
entre between, INTER-+ tmes, mets MESS. 

entrench, in- entre·nJ place within a trench 
XVI; trench (upon) XVII. f. EN-t, IN-1 + 
TRENCH. Hence entre·nchMENT line of 
trenches, post fortified thereby. XVI 

(Spenser). 
entrepot a·trapou storehouse; mart. XVIII. 

F. (earlier tentrepost, t-pos), f. entreposer 
store, f. entre among + poser place; see 
INTER-, POSE. 

entrepreneur iitrapranilr director or or
ganizer of (musical) entertainments. XIX. 
F., f. entreprendre undertake (see ENTER
PRISE). 

entresol a·trasol storey between ground 
and first floor. XVIII. F., f. entre between, 
INTER-+sol ground. 
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ENTROPY 

entropy e·ntr;Jpi (phys.) quantitative ele
ment determining the thermodynamic con
dition of a substance undergoing a reversible 
change. 1868. -G. entropie (Ciusius), f. Gr. 
en EN-"+trope transformation (see TROPE), 
after energy; see Y 3• CJJ Clusius, assuming 
the etyma!. meaning of energy to be 'work
content' (TVerkinhalt), devised this term as 
a carr. designation for 'transformation
content' (Verwandlungsinhalt); see 'Poggio 
Annalen' cxxv 390. 

entrust, in- entrA·st invest with a trust; 
confide the care of. XVII. f. EN-1 -i·TRUST. 

entry e·ntri entering, entrance (more esp. 
leg.) XIII (RGiouc.); passage affording en
trance, alley between houses; entering in 
a book, item entered xv. l\1E. entre(e) 
- (O)F. entree = Pr. intrada, Sp. entrada, 
It. intrata :-Rom. *intrdta, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of L. intrdre ENTER; see -Y5• 

enucleate inju·klieit explain. xvr. f. pp. 
stem of L. enucledre extract the kernel from, 
make plain, f. e E-+nucleus kernel; see 
:-;ucLEus, -ATE 3

• So enucleA·TioN. XVII. 
- medL. 

enumerate injii·mareit detail as if by 
counting. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. enumerdre, 
f. e E-+numerus NUMBER; see -ATE 3• So 
enumerA·TioN. XVI. - F. or L. 

enunciate inA'nfieit give expression to 
XVII; pronounce XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. 
enuntidre, f. e E-+nuntidre ANNOUNCE. So 
enunciA·noN. XVI. -F. or L. 

enure inju;J•.r tinure xv; (leg.) come into 
operation, be applied to XVII. f. EN-1+uRE. 

envelop enve·I;Jp wrap up. XIV (Ch.). ME. 
envolupe, -ipe- OF. envoluper, -oper (mod. 
envelopper) = Pr. envolupar, envelopar, It. 
inviluppare, f. in- EN-1+ *~·olup-, *velup-, of 
unkn. origin (cf. OF. voloper, Pr. volopar 
envelop, It. viluppo tuft, bundle, confusion, 
intricacy); cf. DEVELOP. So envelope e·n
V;Jloup; in the sense of 'cover of a letter' 
often a•v;Jioup, <>'nvaloup, after F. XVIII. 
- F. enveloppe, f. the vb. 

envious e·nvias full of envy. xm. -AN. 
envious, OF. envieus (mod. -eux), f. envie 
ENVY, after L. invidiosus; of Pr. envejos, Sp. 
envidioso, It. invidioso. 

environ envaia·r;Jn surround, encompass. 
XIV. - OF. environer (mod. -onner), f. en
viron surroundings, around, f. en IN+viron 
circuit, f. virer turn, VEER (cf. entour s.v. 
ENTOURAGE). Hence envi·ronMENT. XVII 
(occas. only before XIX). So environs e·n
vir:~nz, envaia·r;Jnz neighbourhood. XVII 
{Evelyn). F. pl. 

EPACT 

envoy• e•nvoi minister sent on a diplomatic 
mission. XVII. Alteration (in late XVII) of 
F. envoye, sb. use of pp. of envoyer (see 
prec.), which had been adopted earlier un
changed. tJ[ For the loss of F. -e cf. ASSIGN 2• 

envy e·nvi tmalice; feeling of mortification 
and ill will at another's well-being. XIII. 
- (O)F. envie (which early developed the 
sense 'desire'), carr. to Pr. enveia, Sp. en
vidia, Pg. enveja, It. invidia, semi-pop.- L. 
invidia malice, ill will, f. invidere look mali
ciously upon, grudge, envy, f. in upon, 
against + videre see; see EN-\ VISION. So 
e·nvy vb. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. envier, carr. 
to Pr. enveiar, Sp. envidiar, etc. t.lf Older 
envai· to XVII, still dial., esp. Sc. 

enzyme e·nzaim (chem.) catalytic ferment. 
1881. -G. enzym (Ktihne 1876), f. modGr. 
enzumosleavened, f. Gr. en rN+zume leaven 
(see JUICE). 

eo- iou, comb. form of Gr. eos (see next). 

Eoan iou·~n pert. to the dawn, eastern. 
XVII (Drayton). f. L. eous- Gr. eoos, f. eos 
dawn (cf. AURORA, EAST); see -AN. 

eocene i·osln (geol.) lowest division of the 
tertiary. XIX (Lyell). f. Gr. eos dawn (cf. 
A1IRORA)+kain6s new, recent. So miocene 
mai·o- middle division of the tertiary. f. 
Gr. mei6n less (cf. "-'HNOR). oligocene 
o·ligo- intermediate between eocene and 
miocene. f. Gr. oligos OLIGO-. pleistocene 
plai·sto- (i) newest division of the pliocene, 
(ii) older division of the post-tertiary. f. Gr. 
plefstos most (cf. PLUS). pliocene plai·o
newest division of the tertiary. f. Gr. ple£6n 
more. 

-eous i;Js suffix of adjs. the majority of 
which are formed on L. adjs. in -eus ( = Gr. 
-eos); these are based on sbs. denoting 
material things and usu. have the sense 
'composed of', as well as that of 'of the 
nature of, resembling', while the Eng. 
derivs. have the latter meaning only; exx. 
are erroneous, fiammeous, gemmeous, igneous, 
lacteous, ligneous, niveous, puniceous, spadi
ceous, vitreous, and (from schoiL.) hetero
geneous, homogeneous. In adoptions of F. 
adjs. in -eux based on sbs. in -age the suffix 
took this form, as in advantageous, coura
geous, outrageous, umbrageous, and in hideous 
and piteous (with dispiteous) -eous has re
placed -ous; aqueous (-F. aqueux) and 
tatheous are isolated; in bounteous, courteous, 
gorgeous, plenteous, and righteous other end
ings have been assim. to -eous; in beauteous 
and duteous the ending has arisen from the 
addition of -ous to -te, early form of -TY. 
See also -ACEOL'S. 

envisage envi·zid3 look straight at; view, epact i·prekt number of days by which the 
contemplate. XIX (Keats). -F. envisager, solar exceeds the lunar year; number of 
f. en- EN-

1
+visage face, VISAGE. days in the age of the moon at the new year. 

envoy1 e·nvoi conclusion of a poem, etc. XVI (Bk. Com. Prayer, 1552). - (O)F. epacte 
xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. envoi, f. envoyer send, -late L. epactre pl.- Gr. epaktai (sc. hiJmerai 
f. phr. en voie on the way (so Sp. enviar, It. days), fern. pl. of epakt6s, pp. adj. of epdgein 
inviare); cf. VIA. t.lf In ME. and later freq. intercalate, f. ep£ on, EPI-+dgein lead, bring 
/envoy, with coalescence of the F. def. art. (cf. ACT). 
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EPARCH 

eparch e·pibk governor of a province ; 
(eccl.) metropolitan. XVII. -Gr. eparkhos, 
f. epi EPI- + arkh6s chief, ruler ( cf. -ARCH). So 
e·parchy. XVIII. -Gr. eparkhiii; see -Y8• 

epaulet, -ette ep;)le·t shoulder-piece on a 
uniform. XVIII. - F. epaulette, f. epau[e 
shoulder, SPATULA j see -ET1 -ETTE. 

epenthesis epe·nj>lsis (philo!.) insertion of 
a sound between two others. XVII. Late L. 
(Servius)- Gr. epenthesis, f. epenthe-, stem 
of epentithenai insert, f. epl EPr-+en IN+ 
tithinai place (see Do1

). So epenthe·trc 
XIX. 

epergne ip~·.m ornamental centre dish for 
the dinner table to hold dessert, etc. XVIII 
(occas. epargne). Perh. Eng. use of F. 
epargne saving, economy (f. epargner SPARE) 
derived from phr. taille or gravure d'epargne 
metal or etching in which parts are 'spared', 
i.e. left in relief ( cf. tailler or graver en 
epargne, and the use of epargne for the acid
resisting mixture with which those parts of 
ornamental work are painted that are to be 
left plain). 

epexegesis epeksid3i·sis added explana
tion. XVII. -Gr. epex~gesis, f. epexegelsthai; 
see EPI- and EXEGESIS. Hence epexege·ti
c(AL). XIX. 

ephah i·fa dry measure (the same as BATH 2). 

XVI (epha). Heb. e'phiih, believed to be of 
Egyptian origin (cf. LXX Gr. oiphl, Vulgate 
L. ephi). 

ephemeral efe·maml, efi·- existing only for 
a day or a very short time. xvr. orig. said 
of a fever; f. (after F. ephimere) Gr. ephi
meros (whence fern. and n. in -a, -on as sbs. 
xvr-xvii), f. epi EPr-+hemerii day, rei. to 
emar day; see -AL1• So ephemeris efe·
maris, ifi·- table showing the places of 
heavenly bodies for every day of a period 
XVI; astronomical almanac XVII. L.- Gr. 
ephemeris diary, f. ephiimeros. 

ephod e·f<>d Jewish priestly vestment. XIV 
(ephoth, Wycl. Bible). - Heb. ephOd, f. 
iiphad put on. 

ephor e·f5~ Spartan magistrate. XVI (first 
in L. pl. ephori, and anglicized ephories). 
- L. ephorus (whence also F. ephore)- Gr. 
ephoros, f. epi EPI- + "'For-, base of horiin 
(see WARE2

). 

epi- e·pi prefix repr. Gr. epi-, before an un
aspirated vowel ep-, before an aspirated 
vowel eph-, a use of the adv.-prep. epi on, 
upon, over, close up in time or space, in 
addition (to) = Skr. dpi moreover, also, at, 
in :- IE. •epi, beside '*opi (whence Gr. 
6pisthen from behind, L. ob towards, against, 
in OL. around, near); in many techn. terms, 
as of anat. and path., e.g. epididymis, epi
gastrium, epiglottis, episternum, epithelium; 
in chem. and min. used to form terms 
denoting substances analogous to those 

EPIGYNOUS 

denoted by the uncompounded words, as 
epichlorohydrin, epidiorite. 

epic e·pik adj. XVI; sb. continuous (poetic) 
narrative of the doings of heroes xvm. - L. 
epicus -late Gr. epikos, f. epos; see EPOS, -IC. 

epicedium episi·diam funeral ode. xvr. L. 
epicedfum, - Gr. epikedeion, sb. use of n. of 
epikMeios, f. epi EPI-+kedos care, spec. 
funeral observance (see HATE). 

epicene e·pisin (gram.) of common gender. 
xv. -late L. epicmnus- Gr. epikoinos, f. 
epi EPr-+koin6s common (cf. KOINE). 

epicentre e·pisent;:u point on the earth's 
surface lying immediately above the focus 
of an earthquake. XIX. f. EPr-+cE~TRE. 

epiclesis epikli·sis (liturg.) invocation of 
the Holy Ghost in the Eucharist. XIX. - Gr. 
epiklesis, f. epikalefn call upon; see EPI-, 
HALE 2• 

epicure e·pikjua.r tEpicurean; tglutton, 
sybarite; one who is choice in eating and 
drinking. XVI. - medL. epicilrus one whose 
chief happiness is in carnal pleasure; appel
lative use of L. Epicurus, Gr. Eplkouros name 
of an Athenian philosopher, c. 300 B.c. 

Epicurean e:pikjurh:m pert. to the philo
sophy of Epicurus, according to which 
pleasure is the highest good. xrv. -F. 
epicurien, f. L. epiciireus- Gr. epikoureios, f. 
Epikouros Epicurus; see prec. and -EAN. 
Hence E:picure·anrsM. XVIII. So e·picur
rs:vr (E-) philosophy of Epicurus, Epicurean
ism; tpursuit of pleasure XVI; habits of an 
epicure XVII; partly f. Epiciirus, after F. 
epicurisme j partly f. EPICURE. 

epicycle e·pisaikl small circle having its 
centre on the circumference of a greater, as 
in • the Ptolemaic astronomy. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. epicycle or late L. epicyclus- Gr. 
epikuk[os j see EPI-, CYCLE. 

epidemic epide·mik of diseases prevalent 
among a people at a particular time. XVII ; 
sb. XVIII. -F. epidemique, f. epidemie 
(hence tepidemy xv)-late L. epidemia-Gr. 
epidemiii prevalence of a disease, f. epidemios, 
f. epi EPr-+demos people; see DEMOS, -rc. 

epidermis epid<'i·.rmis (anat.) outer skin. 
XVII. -late L. (Vegetius)- Gr. epidermis 
(Hippocrates), f. epi EPr-+derma skin (cf. 
TEAR2). 

epigram e·pigrxm short pithy poem xv 
(Lydg.); tinscription XVI. -F. epigramme 
or L. epigramma- Gr. epigramma, f. epi EPI
+grdphein write (cf. GR'\MMAR). So epi
graph e·pigraf inscription XVII ; short 
quotation at the beginning of a work, etc. 
xrx. -Gr. epigraphi. Hence epi·GRAPHY 
epi·gr;Jfi (science of) inscriptions. XIX. 

epigynous epi·d3lnas (bot.) placed upon 
the ovary. xrx. - modL. epigynus (Jussieu), 
f. Gr. epion+gunewoman (used for 'pistil'); 
see QUEAN, -ous. 



EPILEPSY 

epilepsy e·pilepsi nervous disease in which 
the patient falls unconscious ('the falling 
sickness'). XVI. -F. epilepsie or late L. 
epilepsia - Gr. epilepsia, f. epilab-, stem of 
epilambdnein seize upon, attack, f. epi EPI-+ 
lambdnein take hold of, f. IE. '*slaph- seize; 
see -Y3• So epile·ptic. XVII. -F. -late L. 
-Gr. epileptikds. q MedL. vars. epilentia, 
-enticus, OF. epilence, -entique, were repr. 
by late ME. epilence, epilentik. 

epilogue e·pilag conclusion of a literary 
piece (esp. a play). XV. - (O)F. epilogue- L. 
epilogus- Gr. epilogos, f. epi EPI- + logos 
speech (cf. -LOGY). So epilogizE epi·
lod3aiz XVII. - Gr. epilogfzesthai. tepHo
guiZE (Milton). 

Epiphany1 ipi·f;:Jni (feast of) the mani
festation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. 
XIII. - (O)F. epiphanie,- ecc!L. epiphania 
- ecc!Gr. epiphdnia n. pl. of *epiphdnios, f. 
epiphainein manifest, f. epf EPI- + phainein 
show (cf. PHENOMENON); see -Y 3• 

epiphany2 manifestation of a supernatural 
being. XVII. - Gr. epiphdneia manifestation, 
appearance of a divinity, f. epiphanis mani
fest, epiphainein (see prec.). 

epiphysis epi·fisis (anat.) portion of a long 
bone originating in a separate centre. XVII. 
modL.- Gr. epfphusis, f. epf EPI-+phUsis 
growth (cf. PHYSIC). Cf. APOPHYSIS. 

epiphyte e·pifait (bot.) vegetable parasite. 
XIX. f. Gr. epiEP!--f-phut6n plant (cf. prec.). 

episcopal ipi·sk;:Jp;:Jl of a bishop or bishops 
xv; based on episcopacy XVII. - (O)F. 
episcopal or ecc!L. episcopiilis, f. episcopus 
BISHOP; see -AL1• Hence episcopaliAN 
-ei-Ji;:Jn. XVIII. epi·scopALLY. XVI; cf. 
ecc!L. episcopiiliter. So epi ·scopACY govern
ment by bishops. XVII. f. ecc!L. episcopatus, 
after prelacy. epi·scopATE1

• XVII. - ecc!L. 

episode e•pisoud dialogue between choric 
songs ; incidental narrative XVII ; incidental 
event XVIII. - Gr. epeisodion, sb. use of n. of 
epeisodios coming in besides, f. epi EPI-+ 
eisodos entrance, f. eis into + hod6s way, 
passage. Cf. F. episode (t episodie). 

epistemology e:pistima·l;:Jd3i theory of 
knowledge. XIX. f. epistemo-, comb. form of 
Gr. epistime knowledge, f. epistasthai know 
(how to do), f. epi EPI--t-stdnai STAND; see 
-LOGY. 

epistle ipi·sl apostolic letter of the N.T. 
(AncrR.); (gen.) letter. XIV (Ch.). OE. 
epistol, beside pistol, ME. pistle (xii-XVI; 
Burns has pistyl) - L. epistola ; ME. epistle 
(xiii)- OF. epistle (mod. epztre)- L. epistola 
- Gr. epistole, f. epistellein send, esp. as a 
message, f. epiEPI-+stellein send (cf. STOLE). 
So epistolARY ipi·st;)l;)ri. XV. f. F. episto
laire or L. epistolaris. epistolER2, epi·stler 
ipi·st;:Jlel one who reads the epistle at Mass 
XVI; letter-writer XVII. - F. epistofin or 
medL. epistoldris. 

EQUABLE 

epistrophe ipi·str;:Jfi (rhet.) figure of speech 
in which each sentence or clause ends with 
the same word. xvu. modL.- Gr. epi
strophi, f. epistrephein tum about; see EPI-, 
STROPHE. 

epistyle e·pistail (archit.) architrave. XVII. 
- F. epistyle or L. epistylium- Gr. epistzilion, 
f. epi EPI-+stU[os pillar, STYLE 2

• 

epitaph e·pitaf inscription on a tomb. XIV 
(Trev.). - (O)F. epitaphe- L. epitaphium 
funeral oration- Gr. epitdphion, n. of epi
tdphios (in e. lOgos funeral oration; also as 
sb.; cf. epitdphia n. pl. funeral), f. epi EPI-+ 
tdphos obsequies, tomb. 

epithalamium e:pi]J~lei·mi;:Jm nuptial 
song. XVII (earlier in Gr. form, Spenser, 
and anglicized epithalamy). L. - Gr. epi
thalamion, sb. use of n. of epithaldmios, f. 
epi EPI-+thdlamos bridal chamber. 

epithet e·pi]Jet adjective, attributive word. 
XVI. - F. epithete or L. epithetotl, sb. use of 
n. of Gr. epithetos attributed, pp. adj. of epi
tithenai put on or to, f. epi EPI-+titht!nai 
place (see D01

). 

epitome ipi·t;:Jmi abridgement, summary. 
XVI. - L. epitome- Gr. epitomi, f. epi
temneit~ cut into, cut short; see EPI-, TOME. 
Hence epi·tomiZE. XVI. 

epitrite e•pitrait (pros.) foot of one short 
and three long syllables. XVII. - L. epitritos 
(Gellius)- Gr. epitritos in the ratio of 4 to 3, 
lit. with the addition of one-third, f. epi EPI
+ tr£tos THIRD. 

epoch i·pak point or period of time. XVII 
(first in L. form epocha, and occas. in Gr. 
form epoclze, 3 syll.) .. - modL. ep_ocha -.Gr. 
epokhe stoppage, statwn, fixed pomt of ttme, 
f. epekhein stop, take up a position, f. epi 
EPI-+ekhein hold, intr. be in a certain state 
(cf. SCHEME). Cf. F. epoque, It. epoca, etc. 
Epoch-making XIX (epoch-forming, Coleridge) 
is after G. epochemac!zend. 

epode e·poud lyric poem in which a long 
line is followed by a shorter one XVI ; part 
of a lyric ode following the strophe and the 
antistrophe XVII (Milton). - F. epode or L. 
epodos- Gr. epoidos; see EPI-, ODE. 

eponymOUS epa·nim;:JS applied to per
sonages from whose names the names of 
peoples or places are reputed to be derived 
(e.g. Brutus, grandson of !Eneas, as mythical 
founder of Britain). XIX (Grote). f. Gr. 
eponumos given as a name, f. epf EPI-+ 
6nunza, var. stem of 6noma NAME; see -ovs. 

epopee e·popi epic poem or poetry. xvu 
(Dryden). - F. epopee- Gr. epopoita, f. epos 
word, song (cf. vorcE)-t-poiefn make (cf. 
POET). So epos e•pas. XIX. - L.- Gr. 

Epsom salt(s) e·ps;:Jm sillts. XVIII. orig. the 
salt obtained from Epsom water, the water of 
a mineral spring at Epsom in Surrey. 

equable e·kw;:Jbl, i·kw:lbl free from fluctua
tion or variation. XVII. - L. requdbilis, f. 
requare make level or equal, f. requus; see 
next and -ABLE. So equabi·LITY, XVI. - L. 
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EQUAL 

equal i·kw;~l identical in amount, degree, 
etc. XIV (Ch.); adequate; uniform xvn. 
- L. <equalis, f. <equus level, even (cf. mquor 
level surface, sea). Semi-learned (O)F. egal 
(superseding pop. OF. ewe[, ivel) was 
adopted in Eng. tegall (xrv-xvn). So 
equaliTY ikwv·!iti. XIV (Trev.). - OF. 
- L. Hence e·quahzE. XVI; partly after F. 
egaliser. 

equanimityikw;,ni·miti, ek- tfairness; even
ness of temper. XVII.- L. mquanimitiis,f.requa
nimis, f. <equus; see prec., ANIMUS, -ITY. 

equate ikwei·t average XV; make or treat as 
equal XVII. f. pp. stem of L. mqwire, f. 
<equus; see EQUAL and -ATE 3• So eqUA'TION. 
equal partition XIV (Ch., Gower, in astral., 
Chauliac in med.); (math.) statement of 
equality, formula affirming the equivalence 
of two quantities XVI (Dee, Digges, Billings
ley). - (O)F. or L. 

equator ikwei·t;>.I great circle of the celes
tial sphere (XIV, Ch.); great circle of the 
earth XVII. - (O)F. equateur or medL. 
<equator, in full circulus <equator diei et noctis 
circle equalizing day and night (cf. EQUI
NOCTIAL), f. <equiire (see prec.). 

equerry ikwe-ri, e·kw;>ri tA. royal or 
princely stables. B. tofficer in charge of 
these; (now) officer of the royal household 
in attendance on a prince. XVI. Of mixed 
origin; the mod. sp. and pronunc. are due 
to assoc. with L. equus horse. The earliest 
forms are esquiry, escuirie, equirrie, aphetic 
quer(r)y, quir(r)y- F. tescu(i)rie (mod. ecurie 
stable), corr. to Pr. escura stable (medL. 
scura, scuria) of unkn. origin; sense B seems 
to be based on OF. escuyer d'escuyrie 'SQUIRE 
of stables', AN. esquire de qurye. 

equestrian ikwe·stri~n pert. to horse
riding ; of the order of equites XVII ; mounted 
on horseback XVIII. f. L. equestris (as in 
equestris statua), f. eques horseman, knight, 
f. equus horse; see EQUINE, -IAN. Cf. (O)F. 
equestre. So eque·striAL1

• xvr. Hence 
equestrienne -ie·n horsewoman. XIX; 
pseudo-F. ; fern. of a supposed *equestrien. 

equi- i·kwi, e·kwi repr. ;equi-, comb. form 
of L. <equus EQUAL, used in parasynthetic 
adjs. for 'equal', 'equally', as in equiDI'STANT 
and equiLA'TERAL XVI (Billingsley), equipo·l
lent of equal po>ver xv (Hoccleve), equipo·l
lence equality of power (XIV), EQUIVALENT, 
EQUIVOCAL, all based on F. and L. forms; so, 
e.g., equiangular having all its angles equal 
XVII, and nonce-formations such as tequi
valiant (XVI); e·quiPOISE(xvn) replaced phr. 
equal poise. 

equilibrium ikwili·bri"m well-balanced 
condition. xvn (Boyle). - L. requilibrium, 
f. <equus EQur-+libra balance (see LIBRA
TION). 

equine e·kwain pert. to a horse. XVIII. - L. 
equinus, f. equus horse, rei. to OE. eoh, ON. 
j6r, Goth. aihwa-, Oir. ech, Gr. hippos, Skr. 
afvds, Pers. asp; see -INE'. 

-ER 

equinox i·kwinvks, e·k- time and point at 
which the sun crosses the equator and day 
and night are equal. XIV (Ch.). - (part
ly through (O)F. equinoxe) L. <equinoctium, 
in medL. -noxiwn (also formerly used in 
Eng.), f. ;equus EQUI-+rzoct-, rzox NIGHT. So 
equino·ctiAL -J;J]. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. equi
noxial - L. requinoctialis. 

equip ikwi·p fit out. xvr. -F. equiper, not 
recorded in this sense before XVI exc. as in 
AN. eskipeson equipment, medL. eschipiirtJ 
man (a vessel); prob. a different word from 
OF. eschiper, esquiper put to sea (so OE. 
scipian), but like it, prob.- ON. skipa man 
(a vessel), fit up, arrange, f. skip SHIP. So 
equipAGE ikwi·pid3, e·k tequipment, appa
ratus; ttrain of attendants XVI; carriage and 
horses, orig. with attendant servants XVIII. 
-F. equipage. equi·pMENT. XVIII. -F. 
equipement. 

equitation ekwitei·J<~n riding on horseback. 
XVI. -F. equitation or L. equitiitiii(n-), f. 
equitiire, f. equit-, eques horseman, f. equus 
horse; see EQUINE, -ATION. 

equity e·kwiti fair dealing XIV; (leg.) 
'natural justice' XVI (Lambarde). - (O)F. 
equite = Pr. equitat, Sp. equidad, It. equita 
- L. ;equitiis, f. <equus; see EQUI-, -ITY. So 
e·quitABLE fair, just XVII (Sir T. Browne); 
valid in equity XVIII. - F. equitable, f. iquite, 
with the active meaning of the suffix, as in 
(e.g.) charitable. 

equivalent ikwi·v:lbnt of equal value. xv; 
sb. xvr;- (O)F. equivalent- prp. of late L. 
requivalere, f. requus EQUI- + 1.:alere (see 
VALUE). So equi·valENCE, -ENCY. XVI. 
- (O)F. - medL. 

equivocal ikwi·v::>bl tnominal only; cap
able of twofold interpretation XVII ; of doubt
ful genuineness, questionable xvrn. f. late 
L. aoquivocus (Mart. Cap.), f. wquus EQUAL 
+ vociire call, name (cf. VOCATION); see 
-AL1• So equi·vocALLY. XVI; after late L. 
requivoce. equivocation ikwiv6kei·J;~n 
tambiguous use of words XIV (Wycl.) ; use 
of words in a double sense in order to mis
lead xvrr (Sh.). -late L. <equivociitio(n-), 
f. <equivociire (whence equi·vocate xv), f. 
<equivocus. e·quivoque -vouk tequivocal 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); sb. tthing called by the 
same name as something else XVI ; play on 
words XVII; ambiguity of speech XIX. -
(O)F. equivoque or late L. <equivocus, f. 
requus EQUAL + vociire call (see VOCATION). 
C]f The unique equivocas in Usk's 'Testa
ment of Love' (1387) III is perh. L. (verba) 
;equivoca equivocal words, with pl. ending-s. 

er ::; repr. an inarticulate sound interpolated 
by a hesitant speaker. XIX. 

-er1 <~.I suffix denoting one who or a thing 
which has to do with something and so the 
regular formative for agent-nouns; OE. -ere, 
earlier -eri, late Nhb. -are, corr. to OFris. 
-ere, OS. -ari, -iri (Du. -er), OHG. -iiri, -ere 
(MHG. -<ere, G. -er), 0::'\I. -ari, earlier al<>o 
-eri, Goth. -areis :- CGerm. •-arjaz, 
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*-iirjaz, prob. - L. -anus -ARY, of which 
an accentual var. with a vms perh. evolved. 
In the early Germ. stage, such a deriv. as 
Goth. laisareis teacher, from *laiso LORE, 
became assoc. with laisjan teach, and was 
apprehended as its agent-noun; thus the 
model was provided for the universal appli
cation of the suffi.'< to vb.-stems, as btEcere 
baker, f. bacan, leornere learner, f. leornian, 
etc. Some Germ. sbs. seem to be directlv 
based on or suggested by L. agent-noun's 
formed on sbs.: e.g. OE. bocere scribe = 
OHG. buochari, Goth. bokareis, f. *bok
BOOK, after L. librarius copyist, scribe, f. 
liber book; OS. mulineri, MDu. moleniire 
(Du. molenaar), OHG. mulinari (G. miiller), 
ON. mylnari, after medL. moliniirius miller, 
f. L. molina MILL; direct formations on sbs. 
occur in OE., e.g. sangere singer, f. sang 
SONG, and continued to be made in ME. 
and later, e.g. docker dweller near docks, 
worker in a dock, drover driver of cattle, 
hatter hat-maker (prob. after F. chapelier), 
slater layer of slates, wheeler wheelwright. 
OE. -ere finally superseded synon. -a and 
-end (cf. hunta hunter, ciepa trader, lufigend 
lover) and its ME. repr. -er(e), -ar(e) became 
established as the universal suffix for new 
creations of agent-nouns. At various dates 
in ME. and later -er was substituted for 
other suffixes or added superfluously to sbs. 
of which the endings did not obviously sug
gest their function; e.g. astrologer, astrono
mer superseded tastrologien, tastronomien; 
talchemister was formed from alchemist; 
tcater, tfruiter, thuckster, tpoulter, tsorcer 
(in all of which the -er is of alien origin) were 
extended to caterer, fruiterer, thucksterer, 
poulterer, sorcerer; a native example is tup
holdster, which became upholsterer; pro b. on 
the model of philosopher, derivs. of Gr.-L. 
words in -graphus, -logus assumed the forms 
-GRAPHER, -LOGER; an isolated instance is 
widower, in which -er provides a masc. 
counterpart to widow. A var. -ier is estab
lished in the occupational names clothier, 
collier, gla-;rier, grazier, hosier, spurrier, and 
dial. in drovier, lovier, with -yer after zv in 
bowyer, lawyer, sawyer, ttawyer, whittawyer; 
see -IER1. t] For sailor, etc., and such varia
tions as exciter/ excitor see -OR1• 

Some ordinary agent-nouns are found in 
titles of periodicals: ad·venturer, idler, ram
bler, tatter; others in titles of manuals: 
reader, reciter, (ready) reckoner, writer. 

Many agent-nouns, esp. those of occupa
tions, as in other Germ. langs. have a wide 
currency as surnames, as Baker, Hunter, 
Miller, Slater, Tiler, Wheeler. Similarly in 
designations of natives or inhabitants, as 
Londoner (cf. Du. Londenaar, G. Londoner), 
Britisher, Tynesider, New Zealander, Ice
lander ; so inlander, islander ; northerner, 
southerner; cottager, villager ;foreigner (pro b. 
after stranger), outlander. 

Some personal designations occur esp. as 
the fixed second el. of comps. ; e.g: charcoal
burner, new-comer, money-grubber, lamp-

-ER 

lighter, good-looher, onlooker, ironuwnger, 
self-seeker, backslider, caretaker. 

Many formations are applied almost ex
clusively to inanimate objects, particularly 
to instruments or implements used in speci
fic operations, as amplifier, blotter, boiler, 
burner, buzzer, cracker, cutter, decanter, 
dredger, duster, girder, grozder (cab), hopper, 
knocher, lighter, pointer, poker, propeller, 
reaper-and-binder, rocher, roller, runner, 
steamer, stopper, strainer, stretcher, winder; 
(in pl. form mainly) clippers, dividers,pincers, 
tweezers ( cf. scissors) ; of diverse origin are 
kneeler pad for kneeling on, [ocher chest that 
locks up, liner steamer of a line, revolver 're
volving pistol' ; articles of clothing are blazer, 
boater, jumjJer, pinner, reefer 'reefing jacket', 
slipper, stomacher, szveater; pl. drawers, 
trousers ; U.S. diner, sleeper are for 'dining' / 
'sleeping compartment'; having non-ma
terial reference are appetizer, feeler, poser, 
reminder. There are many colloq. and sl. 
formations in which -er expresses 'one', as 
backhander, blighter, deader, forty-niner, 
goner, lust-ditcher, napper, out-and-outer, 
peasouper ,penny-a-liner, siJ,.,footer, sundozvner, 
teen-ager, ten-tanner, three-decker, topper, 
whole-hogger; lzfer life-sentence; oner one 
who is 'a one'; soficver/tenner £5-/£Io-note. 
Akin to these are derogatory terms like 
blighter, bounder, ratter, soaker, and terms 
denoting an uncommonly large specimen, 
a heavy fall or blow, or a big lie (some have 
the twofold application), as banger, cropper, 
facer, header, heeler, mucher, muzzler, and 
smeller (blow on the nose), purler, stinger, 
stunner (stunning blow, 'stunning' person 
or thing), whopper. The sp. -ar survives in 
beggar, liar, pedlar. (jj Other suffixes dis
guised under the form -er are found in 
border, bracer, counter, dresser, la~·er, and 
others. 

-er2 ;)J repr., in adoptions from French, 
(i) OF. -er :- L. -ari-s -AR, or (ii) AN. -er, 
OF. -ier :- L. -driu-s, -driu-m -ARY, used sb. 
Some i\IIE. cxx. in -er have been refash. with 
-m· after Latin, as (i) ME. scaler (-AN. 
escola, OF. escolier) SCHOLAR; so TE~IPLAR; 
(ii) !\IE. coler (-AN. coler, OF. coZier) 
COLLAR; SO CELLAR, POPLAR. \Vhere the L. 
suffix is the m. -arius, the word has usu. the 
sense 'person connected with', as archer, 
banher, butclze;·, butler, carpenter, draper, 
fletcher, gaoler, gm·dener, grocer, mariner, 
officer, verger (so also a few J\IE. adoptions of 
OF. sbs. in -iere, viz. chamberer, lavender); 
where the L. suffix is n. -ariwn, the sense is 
'thing connected with ', 'receptacle for', as 
antiphoner, cense1·, corner, danger, garner, 
primer. See also -IER, -on 2 • 

-er 3 ;u suffix of compar. adjs. and advs. A. 
In adjs., ME. -er(e), -re (occas. vars. -ore, 
-ure), from OE. -ra m., -re fern., n., repr. 
two Germ. suffixes, (i) *-izon- (OS., OHG. 
-ira, ON. -ri, Goth. -iza, accompanied by 
mutation) and (ii) *-ozon- (OHG. -oro, ON. 
-ari, Goth. -oza), which were formed on the 
advb. suffixes *-iz, *-oz (see below). Muta-
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tion was retained in a few OE. compars., as 
strang strong, strengra, sceort short, scyrtra; 
traces persist in better :- *batizon- and elder 
:- *aliJizon-; worse and less contain the 
suffix *-izon- in a disguised form. B. In 
advs., OE. -or = OS., OHG. -or, Goth. -oz 
:- CGerm. *-oz, beside which there was 
*-iz (carr. to L. -is, as in magis more, nimis 
too much, and cogn. with -ior of L. compar. 
adjs.), repr. by ON. -r (with mutation) and 
Goth. -is (e.g. hauhis higher), and by the 
mutation in OE. compars. like !eng longer 
:- *laygiz, bet better :- *batiz, which were 
superseded in ME. by regular forms in -er. 
The advs. that take a compar. in -er (as dis
tinct from those that take more) are mostly 
those that are identical with their adjs., e.g. 
harder, close, tighter; exceptions are seldomer, 
oftener, sooner; advs. in -LY2 normally take 
more, but the older use, which admitted 
forms like easilier, survives in poet. usage, 
as in keenlier (Tennyson). 

-er4 ;:)J suffix forming iterative and frequent. 
vbs.; OE. -(e)rian = OFris. -ria, OS. -aron, 
MLG., MDu. -eren, OHG. -aron, -iron (G. 
-ern), ON. -ra :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*-rojan. There are a few exx. in OE. : 
claterian CLATTER, jlicerian flutter, hover, 
FLICKER, jloterian float, hwmstrian whisper, 
scaterian SCATTER, SHATTER, stam(e)rian 
STAMMER, sweJ;rian, swiJ;rian subside, cease 
(cf. SWITHER), zvandrian WANDER; to some 
there are carr. adjs., as gliddrian slip, beside 
gliddor, slidrian SLITHER, beside sliddor. The 
number of such words was greatly increased 
in ME. and later, partly by analogous forma
tions of an echoic or symbolic kind (some
times from native bases), partly by direct 
adoption or assimilation ofO N. or LG. verbs; 
e.g. blunder, bluster, chatter, clamber, fluster, 
glimmer, glitter, jabber, mutter, patter, pucker, 
quaver, quiver, shiver, shudder, snigger, 
stagger, stutter, swagger, titter, totter, u:aver. 

-ers ;~J ending (-er :- L. -are) of a number 
of AN. infins. ( = OF. -er, -ir, -eir, or -re), 
used orig. as sbs. in legal language, mostly 
of xv or XVI : viz. cesser, demurrer, detainer, 
disclaimer, misnomer, non-user, remitter, re
tainer, trover, user, waiver; attainder, tde
tainder, (sur)rejoinder, remainder; tender; 
the same ending is in dinner and supper. 

-er• ;~J suffix (prob. an extended vague 
application of -ER1) used in Eng. public
school and university sl. formations made 
by adding it to the first syll. or early sylls. 
of a word, which are themselves sometimes 
deformed; e.g. bedder bedroom, bedsitter 
bed-sitting room, cupper cup-tie (match), 
Divvers Divinity Moderations, ekker exer
cise,footer football ,fresher freshman, Radder 
Radcliffe Camera (Oxford), rugger I soccer 
Rugby I Association football, Toggers Tor
pids (boat-races), Tosher unattached student 
(at Oxford); Adders Addison's Walk (Mag
dalen College, Oxford); there have been 
casual or transitory uses such as u•agger 
pagger bagger waste-paper basket. 

ERGOT 

era i;~·r;~ system of chronology reckoned from 
a point of time; date from which a period 
is reckoned XVII; period or epoch XVIII. 
-late L. rera, orig. pl. of res, reris copper, in 
the sense 'counters (for calculation)', used 
as fern. sg. for 'number used as a basis of 
reckoning', 'item of an account', 'epoch 
from which time is reckoned' (Isidore); see 
ORE. Cf. Sp., It. era, F. ere (XVI, la here de 
Cesar). First in Spain and southern Gaul 
prefixed to the number of years elapsed 
since B.C. 38 (e.g. ;era DXXXVIII = A.D. 500); 
the phr. rera Hispanica (Spanish era) sug
gested to Renaissance scholars the phr. rera 
Christiana, ~ra Varroniana, etc. 

eradicate ine·dikeit pull up by the roots. 
XVI. f. pp. stem ofL. eradicare,f. eE-, Ex-1 + 
radic-, radix ROOT; see -ATE3

• 

erase irei·z, irei·s scrape or rub out. XVII. 
f. eras-, pp. stem of L. eradere, f. e E-+ 
radere scrape (see RASOR). era·sER1, as in 
ink-eraser. XIX. Hence erasuRE irei·3;~J. 
xvm. q perh. in early use partly a var. of 
arace, arase- OF. aracier, var. of arachier 
(mod. arracher tear, snatch) = Pr. arazigar 
:- Rom. *adradicare. 

Erastian erre·sti;~n. XVII. f. name of 
Thomas Erastus (Liebler), physician of 
Heidelberg, Germany (1524-83), whose 
efforts were directed mainly against the use 
of excommunication, but to whom has been 
attributed the theory of the supremacy of 
the State in ecclesiastical affairs; see -IAN. 

ere e;~J (arch.) before (of time). OE. mr = 
OFris., OS., OHG. er (Du. eer, G. eher), 
Goth. airis :- Germ. *airiz, compar. of *air 
(0::'-J". dr, Goth. air) early, rei. to Gr. eri early 
(adv.), eerios early (adj.), driston (:- *ajerid
tom) breakfast, Av. ayara day; cf. ERST. 
Hence ereLo·NG before the lapse of much 
time. XVI. ereWHI"LE (arch.) some time 
ago. OE. <Erhwilum. 

erect ire·kt upright. XIV (Ch.; rare before 
XVI). - L. erectus, pp. of erigere set up, f. e 
Ex-1+regere direct (cf. REGAL). So ere·ct 
set up or upright xv; raise into XVII. f. 
erect-, pp. stem of erigere. So ere·cTION. 
xv. - F. or L. ere·ctoR1 one who erects XVI; 
(anat.) muscle causing erection XIX. 

-erel see -REL. 
eremite e·rimait (arch.) hermit. XIII. 
-OF. eremite, var. of (h)ermite HERMIT. So 
eremi·Tic xv, eremi·TICAL xvr. -F. 
eremitique, medL. eremiticus. 

erethism e·ripizm unusual or morbid 
excitement. XVIII. -F. erethisme- Gr. 
erethism6s, f. erethizein, erethein irritate; see 
-ISM. 

erg iiJg (phys.) centimetre-gramme-second 
unit of work. XIX (1873). -Gr. ergon WORK. 

ergo ii·Jgou therefore. XIV. L., as prep. in 
consequence of, absol. consequently; rei. 
to erga opposite, against, towards. 

ergot ii•Jg;~t disease of the seed of rye. 
XVII. - F. ergot, OF. ar(i)got, argor cock's 
spur, of unkn. origin. 
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ericaceous erikei·J;Js (bot.) pert. to the family 
Ericacere (heaths). XIX. modL., f. L. erice 
-Gr. erike (earlier ereike) heath; see -ACEOUS. 

eristic eri·stik controversial. XVII. - Gr. 
eristikos, f. erfzein wrangle, f. erid-, eris 
strife; see -I c. 

erl-king (l:Jlki·IJ goblin haunting the Black 
Forest. XVIII (Scott). Partial tr. of G. 
erlko'nig 'elder-king' (first in Herder's 
'Stimmen der Volker in Liedern', 1778), 
misunderstanding of Da. elle(r)konge (for 
elve(r)konge) king of elves (see ELF, KI::<;G). 

ermine ;i•Jmin stoat XII; fur of this, often 
having the black tails arrayed upon it XIII; 
(her.) white with black spots xv. - OF. 
(h)ermine (mod. hermine) = Pr. ermini, Sp. 
armiilo, Pg. arminho, prob. :- medL. (miis) 
Armenius 'Armenian mouse', equiv. to L. 
miis Ponticus (Pliny) 'mouse of Pontus' (Ar
menia and Pontus were conterminous); cf. 
medGr. muotos (f. miis mouse) name of an 
Armenian garment (Julius Pollux, c. 180 
A.D.). But contact with similar Germ. words 
is possible, viz. OHG. harmin adj., f. hanno 
stoat, weasel (G. harme) = OE. hearma 
glossing L. rnegale (i.e. mygal~), rei. to Lith. 
szermuo weasel; cf. OHG. harmilf, MHG. 
hermelin (G. hermelin), which may be 
either a deriv. of this, or- Rom. *arrnelinus, 
whence F. hermeline, It. ermellino, tarmel
lino, Sp. armelina. obs. or arch. Eng. errnelin 
(Spenser). So ermines (her.) fur with 
white spots on a black ground. xn. poss. 
- OF. hermines, pl. of herminet, dim. of 
hermine. 

-ern ;un suffix in eastern, rcestern, noTthern, 
southern; OE. -erne = OS., OHG. -rani, 
ON. -ramn :-Germ. *-1·onjaz, f. *-ro- (as 
in *austro-; see EAST)+ *-onjaz = L. -aneus 
-A:\!EOU5. 

erne 5Jn (arch.) eagle. OE. earn= MLG. 
arn. arnt (Du. arend), OI-IG. arn, 0~. 9rn 
:- Germ. *arnuz, rei. to *aron, whence 
OHG. aro (G. aar), ON. ari, Goth. ara; cf. 
Gr. 6rnis bird, OS!. orilu, Lith. erclis, eras, 
W. eryr, Oir. irar, Corn., B~et. er eagle. 

erode erou·d eat or wear awav. XVII. -F. 
eroder or L. erodere, f. e Ex-1 -i-l·odere gnaw 
(see RODENT). So eroSION erou•3;;n. XVI. 
-F. erosion- L. erosio(n-), f. eros-, pp. stern 
of erOdere. 

erotic er;:>'tik pert. to the passion of love. 
XVII. - F. erotique- Gr. erotikds, f. erot-, 
eros sexual love; see -I c. So erotiS:\1 
e·routizm. XIX; after F. tfrotisme. ero·tic
ISM. XIX. erOtOMA'NIA. XIX. 

err ~J go astray; troam. XIV (R. Mannyng, 
Roll~, Ch., Wyclif). - (O)F. errer = Pr., 
Sp. errar, It. errare :- L. errare :- *ersare, 
rei. to Goth. airzei error, airzjan lead 
astray, OS., OHG. irri astray, angry (G. 
irrs), OE. ierre gone astray, perverse, angry. 
q For anger conceived as wandering from 
a path cf. L. delirare (see DELIRIUM). 

ERUDITE 

errand e·r;;nd tmessage; tmission OE. ; 
business on which one is sent XIII ; journey 
taken to convey a message, etc. XVII. OE. 
:'Prende = OFris. erende, OS. &rundi, OHG. 
tirunti, -onti, -andi :- Germ. *liirund;'am, 
obscurely rei. to' synon. o;:-.,-. eyrindi, flrindi, 
erindi (Sw. iirende, Da. mrinde) :- Germ. 
*anmdjam; neither type can be reconciled 
with the otherwise plausible connexion with 
OE. ar, OS. eru, ON. drr, Goth. airus 
messenger. 

errant e·r;mt A. travelling in quest of 
adventure, as in knight errant XIV; t(leg.) 
itinerant, in eyre XV; B. tthorough (see 
ARRANT); C. wandering, straying xv. - (O)F. 
errant, in which two distinct words have 
coalesced: (i) prp. of OF. errer, earlier 
tedrer travel as in quest of adventure 
(chevalier errant knight errant) :-Rom. 
*itert'ire, for L. itinerare ITINERATE, f. iter 
journey; (ii) prp. of (O)F. errer wander, 
ERR. In C - L. errant-, -ailS, prp. of errt'ire. 
So error e·r::JI false belief XIII; mistake, 
wrongdoing XIV; wandering XVI. -OF. 
errour, errur (mod. erreur) = Pr., Sp. error, 
It. erTore :- L. errorem, nom. error :- *ersor 
(see ERR). As with horror, mirror, terror, the 
sp. continued to vacillate between -or and 
-our till c. r8oo. erratic ene·tik twander
ing, vagrant XIV (Ch., erratike sterres, tr. 
L. stellm errantes, Gr. aaT<p<<; 7TAavijTa£ 
planets); (geol.) stray; eccentric or irregular 
in conduct xrx. - (O)F. erratique- L. errti
ticus, f. errat-, pp. stem of errare ERR; see 
-rc. So erratum erei·t;Jm error made in 
writing or printing. XVI. sb. use of n. pp. of 
errt'ire. (jJ In XVII-XVIII errata was used as 
a sg. '\vith pl. errataes, errata's. erroneous 
erou·ni;;s wrong, faulty XIV (Usk); tstray
ing xv. -OF. erroneus or f. L. erroneus 
(whence F. errone), f. erro(n-) vagabond, 
f. errt'ire; see -EOL:S. 

ersatz E'Jzats substitute or imitation. xx. 
G. 'compensation', 'replacement', f. ersetzen 
replace, f. er-, unstressed var. of ur- = 
OFris., OS. ur-, or-, OE. or-+setzen SET1• 

Erse ;\Js Irish, esp. applied to Irish and 
Scotch Gaelic. XIV (ersche). Early Sc. var. 
of IRISH. 

erst 5lst tearliest, first, (arch.) formerly, 
before. Also arst (xiv-xv). OE. :'Prest, su
per!. corr. to ffr ERE = OS. erist (Du. eerst), 
OHG. erist (G. erst):- WGerm. *airista (see 
-EST). Hence e·rst-WHILE. XVI (Spenser). 
after erezchile. 

erubescent erube·s::Jnt blushing. XVIII. 
- L. erubescent-, -ens, prp. of erubescere, f. 
e Ex-1+rubescere, f. rubere be RED; see 
-ESCEC'IT. 

eructate irA"kteit belch. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. eructt'ire, f. e E-+ructdre belch, rei. to 
REEK; see -ATE 3• So eructA·TION. XV. - L. 

erudite e·riudait learned. xv. - L. eruditus, 
pp. of erudire, f. e EX-1-t-rudis RUDE; see -ITE. 
So erudr·TION. xv. - (O)F. or L. 



ERUPTION 

eruption irA·pJ;m breaking or bursting 
forth, outbreak. XV. - (O)F. eruption or L. 
eruptio(n-), f. erupt-, erumpere, f. e Ex-1+ 
rumpere break; see RUPTURE, -TION. So 
eru·pt. XVII. f. L. erupt- ; or a back
formation. eru·ptiVE. XVII; cf. F. eruptif. 

-ery ~ri suffix first occurring (ME. -erie, 
-trye) in adoptions from French and subse-
quently used on the analogy of these in 
formations on various kinds of base. (O)F. 
-erie, which superseded -ie -Y3 as a living 
formative, arose from the addition of -ie to 
personal designations in -(i)er, -eur, to 
denote quality, condition, action, occupa
tion, or calling; e.g. archerie ARCHERY, f. 
archer; chevalerie CHIVALRY, f. chevalier; 
flatterie FLATTERY, f. flatteur. Such comp~. 
came to be apprehended as directly rei. to 
the ult. base, as chevalerie to cheval horse; 
consequently, formations on various kinds 
of sb. were made, e.g. diablerie devilry on 
diable devil, imagerie IMAGERY on image, 
juiverie }EWRY onjuif Jew, lot erie LOTTERY on 
lot; this was extended to adjs., as effronterie 
EFFRONTERY on effronte, sauvagerie SAVAGERY, 
and to vbs. as batterie BATTERY on battre; 
and the practice was followed in Eng. forma
tions, as deanery, drudgery, gunnery, slavery, 
thievery. The suffix enters into many sbs. 
having a derogatory or contemptuous refer
ence as buffoonery, foolery, flummery, frip
pery, monkery, popery, quackery, u;aggery. 

The suffix came to be esp. assoc. with -ER1 

and -ER 2
, so that all agent-nouns in -er have 

actually or potentially a deriv. in -ery de
noting condition, occupation, etc., e.g. book
bindery, drapery, drysaltery, grocery, joinery, 
millinery; hence, by extension, in designa
tions of premises, establishments, environ
ment, fittings, etc., as bakery, crockery, 
deanery, machinery, nursery, orangery, ostlery, 
piggery, rookery, scenery, surgery, swannery, 
vinery ; the pl. -eries is used also beside the 
sg. in names of wares, as groceries (xvn). In 
some cases it is transferred to the place of 
manufacture, e.g. The Potteries (see POT
TERY), on the model of which The Dukeries 
has been applied to an area of Nottingham
shire and Derbyshire containing several 
ducal seats. The title of the Fisheries Exhibi
tion of x883 led to a colloq. use of Healtheries 
for the later Health Exhibition and of 
Colinderies for the Colonial and Indian 
Exhibition. See also the reduced var. -RY. 
q A few F. words in -erie have been adopted 
in recent times, e.g. causerie, lingerie. 

eryngo eri·l)gou sea holly, Eryngium mari
timum; tcandied root of this. XVI (Sh.). 
irreg.- It. or Sp. eringio- L. eryngium- Gr. 
eruggion, dim. of iruggos. 

erysipelas erisi·p~l~s local febrile disease 
with red inflammation. XVI (XIV-XV erisi
pila). - L. - Gr. erusipelas, perh. f. base of 
eruthr6s RED ( cf. erusibe red blight)+ "pel
skin, FELL1• 

erythema eripi·ma inflammation of the 

ESCHALOT 

skin. XVIII. modL. -Gr. enithema, f. 
eruthainein be red, f. eruthr6s RED. 

erythro- eri·prou comb. form of Gr. 
eruthr6s RED, mainly in chem. terms. XIX. 

es- prefix occurring in adoptions from OF. 
with initial es- :- L. ex- Ex-1 ; a few survive 
with this element unchanged, as escape, 
escort; others have been refash. with ex-, 
as exchange for eschange. q To be distin
guished from es- produced by the prothesis 
of e to s+cons., as in especial, esquire, estate. 

escalade esblei·d scaling the walls of a 
fortified place. XVI (Florio). -F. escalade 
- Sp. escalado (also used in Eng. XVI-XIX) = 
It. scalata, f. medL. scaliire SCALE vb.; see 
-ADE. 

escalator e·skaleit;:,.I moving staircase. xx. 
orig. U.S., f. stem of prec. + -ATOR. 

escallop eskre·l;~p, early form of SCALLOP. 
escape eskei·p gain one's liberty by flight; 

get away from. xrv (R. Mannyng, Rolle). 
The earliest recorded forms are ascape and 
(aphetic) scape (-AN., ONF. ascaper), with 
occas. accommodated forms atscape, ofscape; 
vars. of this type, aschape, achape (-OF. 
aschaper), aphetic schape, chape, were fre
quent in XIV; the present form is- A="., 
ONF. escaper (mod. echapper) = Pr., Sp., 
Pg. escapar, It. scappare, Rum. sciipa :
CRom. *excappiire, f. L. ex EX-1 -l-medL. 
cuppa cloak (see CAP); for the sense-de
velopment cf. Gr. <1K8vELv strip of clothing, 
get out of, escape. So esca·pe sb. (XIII) XIV. 
in earliest use- OF. eschap, f. eschaper; 
later f. the vb. escapADE esbpei·d escape, 
runaway flight XVII; flighty piece of conduct 
XIX (Scott). -F. escapade- Pr. or Sp. 
escapada, f. escapar. escapEE' one who has 
escaped. XIX. - F. echappe, sb. use of pp. 
esca·peMENT in a clock or watch. XVIII 
(earlier scapement ; cf. scape pinion, wheel). 
-F. echappement (r7x8), f. tichapper; the ref. 
is to the 'escape' of the toothed wheel from 
its detention by the pallet. In the sense 
'escape' XIX (Hood, Froude, George Eliot). 

escarpment eska·.Ipm:Jnt (fortif.) ground 
cut to form a steep slope; (geol.) abrupt face 
of a ridge or hill range. XIX. -F. escarpe
ment, f. escarper; see SCARP, -MENT. 

-escent e·s;>nt suffix repr. F. -escent and its 
source L. -escentem, nom. -escens, prp. end
ing of vbs. in -escere, chiefly inceptives f. 
vbs. of state in -ere, e.g. liquescere, f. liquere 
be LIQUID; primarily occurring in adjs. - L. 
prps. (orig. through F.), as deliquescent, 
effervescent, obsolescent, putrescent, the gen. 
sense being 'beginning to assume a certain 
state'; later used to form adjs. on sbs., as 
alkalescent, f. alkali, and in several words 
describing the play of light and colour, as 
fluorescent, iridescent, opalescent, phosphores
cent. The corr. suffix of the nouns of state 
is -escence e·s~ns, less freq. -escency 
e·s;:,nsi. 

eschalot see SHALLOT. 



ESCHATOLOGY 

eschatology esk;lt~·l;>d3i theology of 'the 
four last things' (Death, Judgment, Heaven, 
Hell). XIX. f. Gr. eskhatos last (p·~rh. f. ex 
EX- 2) + -OLOGY. 

escheat istfi·t lapsing of an esta·:e to the 
overlord, estate so lapsed. XIV. - OF. 
eschete :- *excadecta, sb. use of pp. of Rom. 
*excadere (OF. escheoir, mod. echoir, Pr. 
escazer fall out, happen, Sp. escaecer, Pg. 
esquecer forget, be forgotten), for L. excidere 
fall away, escape, pass away, escape the 
memory, forget, f. ex EX- 1 +cadert• fall (see 
CASE1). Hence eschea·t vb. XIV. So es
chea·toR'. XIV. -AN. eschetour. Cf. CHEAT. 

eschew istfu· avoid, shun. XIV. - OF. 
eschiver (mod. esquiver- It.) =' Pr., Sp. 
esquivar (whence It. schivare) :-Rom. *ski
viire- Germ. *skeux(w)an (OHG. sciuhen, 
G. scheuen), f. *skeux(z<:)az SHY1 • 

eschscholtzia ef;:l'ltsi;>, (pop.) esb·ltf;> 
California poppy. XIX. modL., named 182I 
by A. v. Chamisso after J. F. v. Eschscholtz; 
see -IA1 • 

escort e·sk5.rt armed guard or convoy XVI ; 
accompanying person or persons XVIII. - F. 
escorte- It. scorta, sb. use of fern. pp. of 
scorgere guide, conduct :-Rom. *excorrigere, 
f. ex Ex-1+corrigere set in order, coRRECT1• 

So esco·rt vb. XVIII. - F. escorter- It. 
scortare. 

escritoire eskritwii·.r writing-desk. XVIII. 
- OF. escritoire orig. m. in sem.e 'study' 
(mod. ecritoire) :- L. SCRIPTORIUM. fJI Also 
tescruto(i)re; the aphetic forms tscrito(i)re, 
tscrutore, are earlier (XVII). 

escrow eskrou· (leg.) species of deed. xvi. 
-AN. escrowe, OF. escroe :- medL. scriida 
- Germ. *skrauo- SHRED. 

esculent e·skjO.l;mt suitable for food. xvrr. 
- L. esculentus, f. esca food (:- *'edsqii), f. 
*ed- of edere EAT; see -ULENT. 

escutcheon eskA·tf;>n (her.) shield. xv. 
-AN., ONF. escuchon (OF. escuswn, mod. 
ecusson) :-Rom. *scutiiinem, f. sczitum shield. 

-ese i·z suffix (always stressed) :~epr. OF. 
-eis (mod. -ois, -ais) = Pr., Sp. es, Pg. -es, 
It. -ese - L. -ensem (nom. -ensis), which 
meant 'belonging to, originating in (a place)', 
as hortensis, f. hortus garden, priitensis, f. 
priitum meadow, and in many adjs. of local 
names, as Atheniensis Athenian, f. Athenw 
Athens. As a living suffix it forms derivs. 
of names of countries modelled usu. on 
Rom. prototypes, as Chinese, Japanese, 
Portuguese (F. chinois, japonais, portugais) 
and from some names of foreign towns, as 
Cantonese, Pekinese, Milanese, Viennese. 
Such adjs. are used sb. as names of lan
guages or as designations of peoples; in the 
latter use formerly with pl. in -eses, but now 
the pl. form is the same as the sg. From 
words in -ese used as pl. illiterate or joe. sg. 
back-formations have been made, as Chinee, 
Maltee, Portugee. A frequent mod. applica
tion of the suffix is to the diction of authors 

ESPY 

who are alleged to write a language of their 
own, as Carlylese, Johnsonese; modelled on 
these are journalese, newspaperese, guide
bookese. 

esemplastic esemplae·stik unifying. XIX 
(Coleridge). irreg. f. Gr. es (eis) into + ht!n, 
n. of lze!s ONE+plastik6s PLASTIC, after G. 
ineinsbildung unification (Schelling, 1 8o3). 

tJ[ Preceded by the etymol. correct fonns 
eisenoplasty, esenoplastic in 1810. 

Eskimo, (formerly) Esquimaux e·skimou 
member of an American race of Indians in
habiting the Arctic coast. XVIII. - Da. 
Eskimo (Sw. Eskimd)- F. Esquimaux pl. 
- N. Amer. Indian word (cf. Abnaki Eski
mantsic, Ojibway Ashkimeq) meaning 'eaters 
of raw flesh' (cf. Cree aski raw, mow he 
eats). 

esophagus see msoPHAGUS. 

esoteric esoute·rik pert. to the initiated 
)(exoteric. XVII. -Gr. esiiterik6s (Lucian, 
attributing to Aristotle a classification of his 
own works into 'esoteric' and 'exoteric'), f. 
esotero inner, compar. of eso within, f. es (eis) 
into; see IKl, -THER, -!C. 

espalier espae·li;:,J framework for training 
trees on; fruit-tree so trained. xvn. -F. 
espalier- It. spalliera applied to supports 
for the shoulders, hence to stakes of that 
height, f. spalla shoulder (SPATULA). 

esparto espii•Jtou Spanish grass, Stipa 
tenacissima. XVIII. - Sp. esparto :- L. 
spm·tum- Gr. spdrton. 

especial espe·f<>l special. xrv (Ch.). -OF. 
especial- L. speciiilis, f. species SPECIES; cf. 
SPECIAL. Hence espe·cialLY2• XVI. 

Esperanto esp.,rae·ntou name of an arti
ficial language invented by L. L. Zamenhof, 
who brought out 'Langue Internationale, 
preface et manuel complet' at Warsaw in 
I887 under the pen-name of Dr. Esperanto 
(i.e. 'hoping one'); appeared as the name of 
the language first in 1889. 

espionage e·spi;:,nid3, espi;Jnii·3, espai·;:,nid3 
spying. XVIII. -F. espionnage, f. espionner, 
f. espion SPY. 

esplanade espL;mei·d open level space. 
XVII. - F. esplanade - Sp. esplanada, f. 
esplanar :- L. expliiniire flatten out, level ; 
see EXPLAIN, -ADE. 

espousal espau·z;:,l marriage, betrothal. 
XIV (also in aphetic form spousal XIV). 
- OF. espusaile, chiefly espousailles fern. pl. 
(mod. epousailles) = Pr. esposalhas, OSp. 
esposayas :- L. spiinsiilia, sb. use of n. pl. of 
spiinsiilis, f. sponsus SPOUSE; see -AL 2• So 
espou·se marry xv; tbetroth; adopt, em
brace (opinions) XVII. -OF. espouser (mod. 
epouser) = Pr. espozar, etc. :- L. spunsiire, 
f. spr1ns-, spondere betroth (see SPONSOR). 

esprit espri· intellect, nous. XVI. F. :- L. 
spiritus SPIRIT. 

espy espai· tspy upon; descry. xrv. -OF. 
espier (mod. epier); see SPY. 



-ESQUE 

-esque e·sk suffix forming adjs., repr. F. 
-esque- It. -esco :-Rom. *-iscus- Germ. 
*-iskaz -ISH1

; in adoptions from It. through 
F. in the basic sense of 'resembling the style 
of, partaking of the characteristics of', as in 
arabesque, burlesque, Dantesque, grotesque, 
picaresque, picturesque, romanesque. It. -esco 
is freely added to names of artists, whence by 
imitation C!audesque, Giottesque, Titianesque, 
Turnaesque, and many nonce-formations on 
authors' names, as Brozcningesque, Kipling
esque, Shmcesque. 

Esquimaux see EsKIMO. 

esquire eskwai;J'l young man attending on 
a knight; man ranking immediately below 
a knight xv; as a title XIV. Early forms 
esquyer, -ier -OF.· esquier (mod. ecuyer) = 
Pr. escudier (whence It. scudiere, etc.) :- L. 
sczltiiriu-s shield-bearer, f. sciitum shield (cf. 
E:cu). Aphetic SQUIRE is earlier. 

ess es pl. esses e·siz (as in Collar of Esses) the 
letter S. XVI. 

-ess1 es suffix forming sbs. denoting female 
persons and animals- (O)F. -esse = l'r. -esa, 
Sp. -esa, -isa, Pg. -eza, -iza, t-essa, Rum. 
-easa :- CRom. *-essa, for late L. -issa- Gr. 
-issa (:- *-ikja; cf. OE. fem. suffix -icge :-
*-igjon), as in basilissa queen (f. basilezis king), 
but esp. in late formations, as baldnissa 
bathing-woman, diak6nissa DEACONESS, on 
the model of which were formed abbcltissa 
ABBESS, and the like. Thence the suffix 
became generalized for the formation of 
fem. derivs. of masc. sbs., e.g. F. comtesse 
(f. comte), whence Eng. countess, and simi
larly duchess, hostess, lioness, mistress,princess. 
In OF. -esse was added to mascs. in -ere, 
-ear, e.g. enchanter esse enchantress; so in 
l\1E. -ess was added to agent-nouns in -er 
and -ster, as tdwelleress, huntress (Ch.), 
seamstress, songstress, contraction taking 
place where possible; the older tgoz-erneresse 
was reduced to governess; similarly we have 
adventuress, tconqueress, murderess; there 
are several cases of sbs. in -tor with fems. 
in -tress (e.g. actress, benefactress, traitress), 
with the result that this ending corr. to F. 
-t1·ice, L. -trix. There was gen. extension to 
other kinds of sb., as authoress, giantess, 
goddess, lzeroess, Jewess, mayoress, poetess, 
prioress, quakeress, tailoress, for some of 
which, however, there are F. models; some 
have n1ascs. in -er, -or, as cateress, procuress, 
sorceress; ·votary gives votaress. 

-ess2 es ME. -esse- (O)F. -esse, t-ece = Pr. 
-ez(z)a, Sp. -eza, It. -ezza, Rum. -eatd :-
L. -itia (of disputed origin), forming sbs. of 
quality or condition, as tristitia sadness, f. 
tristis sad; examples are DURESS, thumblesse, 
LARGESS, tnobless, PROWESS, triclzesse RICHES, 
all adopted from French, on the analogy of 
which Spenser fanned pseudo-arch. idlesse. 

essart var. of ASSART. 

·EST 

essay esei· ttry, test xv (Caxton); try to do 
XVI ; attempt, try to accomplish XVII. Altera
tion of ASSAY by assim. to F. essayer = Pr. 
essayar, assajar, Sp. ensayar, It. (as)saggiare 
:- Rom. *exagiare weigh, f. late L. exagium 
weighing, balance, f. exag-, base of L. 
exigere weigh (cf. EXAMINE). So essay e·sei 
sb. trial, attempt, result of this; form of 
literary composition. XVI. - (O)F. essai, f. 
essayer; whence also It. saggio, Sp. ensayo, 
Pg. ensaio. Hence e·ssayrsT. XVII (Chap
man, B. Jonson); whence F. essayiste (Con
court), Sp. ensayista. tJJ The title of Francis 
Bacon's 'Essayes I Religious Meditations I 
Places of perswasion and disswasion', 1597, 
was adopted from 'Les Essais de Michel 
seigneur de Montaigne', rs8o. Montaigne's 
application of essai varies ( cf. 'aux Essais que 
i'en fay ici' [i.e. de mon iugement)', bk. I, 
ch. i, and 'Toute cette fricassee que ie 
barbouille ici n'est qu'vn registre des essais 
[i.e. experiences] de ma vie', bk. III, ch. xiii; 
but, presumably because of the content and 
character of lVI. 's work, his title was taken by 
Bacon to mean 'dispersed Meditacions', 
which is his own description of Seneca's 
Epistles in the r6o7-r2 MS. of the 'Essayes'. 

esse e·si being, essence. xvr. L. inf. (see 
BE); used as sb. by the schoolmen. Cf. BENE 
ESSE. 

essence e·s;Jns (theol.) substance XIV; 
texistence, being xvr; that by which a thing 
is what it is; chemical (etc.) extract of a 
substance; perfume XVII. - (O)F. essence, 
corr. to Pr. essentia, Sp. esencia, It. essenza 
- L. essentia (Quintilian, Seneca), f. *essent-, 
assumed prp. stem of esse be, on the model 
of Gr. ousia, f. ont-, prp. stem of efnai be. 
So essentiAL ese·nJ;Jl. XIV (R. Rolle, Tre
visa). - late L. essentialis (Augustine); cf. 
F. essentiel, Pr. essencial, etc. 

Essene esi·n one of an ascetic and mystical 
Jewish sect. XVI. - L. pl. Esseni- Gr. 
Essenoi, presumably of Heb. or Aram. 
origin. 

essoi(g)n esoi·n (leg.) excuse for non
appearance. xrv. -OF. essoine, essoigne, f. 
essoi(g)ner :- medL. e:vsoniare, f. ex EX-1 + 
sonia lawful excuse- OHG. sunnia hin
drance = OS. sunnea want, lack, ON. syn 
refusal, denial, Goth. sunja (recorded only 
in the sense 'truth' ; but cf. sunjon vb. 
excuse), perh. rei. to SIN. So essoi·n vb. 
xv. - OF. essoignier. 

-est ist suffix forming the super!. of adjs. 
and advs., repr. two orig. distinct forms: 
(i) OE. -ost-, -ust-, -ast-, corr. to OFris., 
ON. -ast-, OS., OHG., Goth. -i5st- :
CGerm. *-ostaz; (ii) OE. -est-, -st-, with 
mutation of stem, corr. to OFris., OS., 
OHG., Goth. -isto- :- CGerm. *-istaz. 
These two suffixes are camps. of two com par. 
suffixes, viz. *-6z- and *-iz- (see -ER 3), with 
IE. *-to-, for which there are parallels in Gr. 
-isto-, Skr. -ishtha-. The conditions of the 
use of -est as opp. to that of most are similar 



ESTABLISH 

to those obtaining for -ER8 and more; adjs. 
in -ous are a special case, forms like mervel
lousest and preposterousest (Butler's 'Hudi
bras') being mainly occas., and contr. forms 
like merveilloust being regular in XIV-XV and 
sometimes later. 

establish estre·bliJ settle XIV (Ch.); set up 
and settle xv; install XVI; prove valid XVIII. 
- establiss-, lengthened stem of 0 F. establir 
(mod. etablir) = Pr. establir, It. stabilire 
- L. stabilire, f. stabilis STABLE2 ; see -ISH2• 

Hence esta·blishMENT. xv (Caxton). 
t]! Aphetic stablish is earlier. 

estafette estafe·t mounted courier. xvn. 
F., -It. staffetta, dim. of staffa stirrup 
- Langobardic "'staffa STEP. 

estaminet estre·minei cafe. xrx (Thacke
ray). F.,- Walloon stamine manger, cow
house, f. stamo pole to which a cow is 
fastened beside the manger in a stall, prob, 
-G. stamm STEM, trunk. 

estancia est!e·nsia, -pia cattle-farm. xvm. 
Sp., 'station' = OF. estance, It. stanza :
medL. stantia, f. L. stant-, stiins, prp. of 
stare STAND. Earlier testancion (xvn), blend
ing of this with Sp. estacion STATION. 

estate estei·t (arch.) state, condition, status 
XIII (AncrR.); outward pomp XIV; class of 
the body politic xv ; interest in property xv ; 
property, possessions XVI; landed property 
XVIII. Early forms aestat, astat(e), estat 
-OF. estat (mod. etat) = Pr. estat, Sp. 
estado, It. stato- L. status, f. stat-, pp. stem 
of stare STAND. t]l Aphetic STATE. 

esteem esti·m A. tvalue, assess xv (Love); 
hold in (such-and-such) estimation XVI ; B. 
tjudge of XV (Fortescue); account, consider 
XVI. Earlier forms estyme, esteme, also ex
(as in OF.)- (O)F. estimer = Pr., Sp. esti
mar, It. stimare- L. restimare (orig.) fix the 
price of, estimate, the phonetic repr. of 
which in F. was tesmer (see AIM). The 
unexpl. ME. development of i to e, whence 
mod. i, is paralleled in redeem. So estee·m 
sb. XIV; also aphetic tsteem (XIV). - (O)F. 
estime. e·stimABLE. XVI. - F. - L. esti
mate e·stimeit tjudge, esteem XVI ; tvalue, 
assess; form an approximate notion of XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. restimiire, -umiire. Hence, 
or poss. - L. <Estimiitus, estimate sb. e·sti
mat. XVI. So estimA·TION. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible, Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

ester e·sta.r (chem.) compound formed by 
the combination of an acid and an alcohol 
with elimination of water. XIX. -G. ester 
(Gmelin), arbitrary modification of ETHER, 
perh. recalling the sound of G. essigiither, 
repr. the group. 

estop esta·p stop, esp. in law. xv. -AN., 
OF. estop(p)er, estouper; see STUFF. So 
estoppel est;~·p;~l (leg.) impediment, bar 
XVI; tobstruction XVII. -OF. estoup(p)ail, 
f. estouper; see -AL1• 

ETCETERA 

estovers estou·v:~.Iz (leg.) necessaries 
allowed by law. xv. pl. of AN. estover, sb. 
use of estover, OF. estoveir, based on L. est 
opus (cf. ORum. op este) it is necessary. 
Aphetic tstover provision of food (xm). 

estrade estrii·d dais. XVII. -F. estrade 
fern., - Sp. estrado m. (which was adopted 
earlier XVI) carpeted part of a room, draw
ing-room, reception room = Pr. estrado, 
It. strata :- L. stratum STRATUM. 

estrange estrei·nd3 make strange or a 
stranger of, alienate. XV. -AN. estraunger, 
OF. estranger (mod. etranger) = Pr. estra
nhar, Sp. estraiiar, It. stranare :- L. extrii
neiire, f. extraneus STRANGE, 

estray estrei· stray animal. XVI. -AN. 
estray, f. estraier, whence estray· vb. XVI. 
Aphetic STRAY. 

estreat estri't (leg.) true copy or note of a 
document. XIV (first in aphetic form tstrete). 
-AN. estrete, OF. estraite, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of estraire :- L. extrahere EXTRACT. 
Hence estrea·t vb. XVI. 

estridge1 e·strid3 tostrich XV; ostrich 
down XIX. -OF. •estruche, estruce ( = Pr. 
estrus), var. of ostruce OSTRICH. 

estridge• e·strid3 goshawk. XIV. ME. 
estriche, ? modification of medL. asturcus, 
ostric(i)us, f. late L. astur. Cf. OSTRINGER. 

estuary e·stju:~ri tidal inlet or mouth of a 
river. XVI. - L. :estutirium tidal part of 
a shore, tidal channel, sb. use (sc.litus shore) 
of n. of *restuarius tidal, f. restus swell, 
surge, tide; see -ARY. 

esurlent isju;~·ri;mt hungry. xvn. - L. 
esurient-, -ens, prp. of esurire be hungry, 
desiderative vb. f. es-, pp. stem of edere EAT; 
see -ENT. 

-et it suffix forming dims. from sbs., repr. 
(O)F. -et m., -ette fern., corr. to Pr. -et, -eta, 
Sp. -ito, -ita, It. -etto, -etta :- CRom. •-itto, 
•-itta, "'-etto, -a, of unkn. (perh. non-L.) 
origin ; it occurs in many adoptions from 
French, as budget, bullet, crotchet, fillet, 
gibbet, gullet, hatchet, mallet, pocket, pullet, 
sonnet, tablet, turret, in most of which there 
is no longer any consciousness of a dim. 
force. It became an Eng. formative from 
XVI, e.g. thillet, smilet. The distinction be
tween masc. and fern. suffixes was rarely 
shown even in ME. ; but the sp. -ete occas. 
occurs, e.g. polete PULLET; in adoptions of 
XVI and XVII -et often repr. F. -ette, e.g. 
facet; cf. epaulet(te). For its use in adjs. see 
dulcet, russet, violet. The combination in 
OF. of -et with -el produced -elet, for which 
see -LET. 

etaeism i't:~sizm 'Erasmian' pronunciation 
of Gr. 1J as e or £. XIX. f. Gr. ita name of 
11+-rsM, with c after labdacism. 

etcetera etse·t(a)r:~ and the rest. late OE. 
L., et and, cetera (often cretera) the rest, n. pl. 
of clterus remaining over, perh. f. pro-



ETCH 

nominal stem, or *cae (=Gr. kai) and+ 
*etero- other (cf. Umbrianetru, etram, etraf). 

etch etf engrave by 'eating away' the sur
face with corrosives. XVII. - Du. etsen- G. 
iitzen (OHG. azzen, ezzen) :-Germ. *atjan, 
causative of *etan EAT. 

eternal ita·.m~l infinite in duration. xrv 
(eterneel, Ch.). - OF. eternal, -el (mod. 
eternel) = Pr., Sp. eternal, It. eternale 
-late L. <r:tenuilis, f. <r:ternus, for *<r:viternus, 
f. <r:vum age (cf. lEON); see -AL1 • So (arch.) 
ete·rne. xrv (Ch.). -OF. eterne- L. 
<r:ternus. ete·rniTY. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- L. 

etesian eti·3i;}n name of certain winds in 
the Mediterranean area blowing from the 
NW. for a certain period annually. XVII 
(Holland). f. L. etesius- Gr. etisios annual, 
f. etes-, (r)tftos year; see VETERAN, -IAN. 

eth- ep first part of ETHER used in the 
formation of names of members of the 
bicarbon series of hydrocarbons, ethane, 
ethene, ethyl (earlier ethule, the form used 
by Berzelius, inventor of the name); see 
-ANE 2, -ENE, -YL. 

-eth1 ip in twentieth to ninetieth: see -TH 2 • 

-eth2 ep suffix repr. AN. -et, OF. -e(i)t :- L. 
-litem, nom. -as (see -Y4), as in !VIE. bountep 
BOUNTY, daintep (XIII) DAINTY, Sc. purteth 
(XVI), later poortith POVERTY. (jJ Pasteth, -yth 
in vocabularies of XV appear to be analogical 
alterations of pasty. 

Ethanim e·p;}nim seventh month of the 
Jewish year (October-~ovember). XVI. 
Heb. (yera~ hii) ethanzm month of steady
flowing rivers (ethan ever-flowing). 

ether i·p;}.I clear sky; (phys.) substance 
permeating space XVII; (chem.) liquid ob
tained by the action of acid on alcohol 
XVIII. - (O)F. ether or L. rether- Gr. aitlziir 
upper air, f. base of aithein kindle, burn, 
shine, aithra fine weather, L. restas summer, 
Olr. aed fire. So ethereAL1 ipi;rri;}l of the 
ether; heavenly; airy XVI; impalpable XVII; 
pert. to ether XVIII. f. L. <r:thereus, <etherius 
- Gr. aitht!rios. Hence ethe·realrzE. XIX. 

ethic e·pik adj. pert. to morals xv (now 
mostly rep!. by e·thical XVII). - F. ethique 
(Montaigne, 158o) or L. ethicus- Gr. 
ethikos, f. ethos; sb. sg. moral science xrv, 
after ~O)F. ethique (xm), L. ethice, Gr. (M) 
ethike (sc. tekhne) xrv; e·thics pl. xv; after 
OF. etiques, medL. ethica n. pl.- Gr. ta 
ethikd. See -rc, -!CAL, -res. So ethos i·pus 
characteristic spirit, settled character. XIX. 
-late L. (Sidon.)- Gr. ethos usage, character, 
personal disposition, f. IE. *szvedh-, f. ref!. 
pron. *swe- oneself+ *dhe- place, D01• 

Ethiopian ipiou·pi;m pert. to Ethiopia; 
native of Ethiopia, tblackamoor. XIII. f. 
Ethiopia, .!Ethiopia, f. .!Ethiops Ethiopian, 
-Gr. Aithlops, f. aithein burn, ops face (see 
EYE); see -IAN. The earlier form was Ethiop 
(xrv) - L. .!Ethiops. So Ethioprc -il·pik. 
xvu. - L.- Gr. 

EU-

ethnic e·pnik tGentile, pagan xrv; pert. to 
race xrx. - ecc!L. ethnicus (whence F. 
ethnique) heathen- Gr. ethnikOs, f. tfthnos 
nation (ecc!Gr. ta hhne the nations, the 
Gentiles, rendering Heb. goyim, pl. of goy 
nation, esp. non-Israelitish nation). So eth• 
no·GR>\PHY, -o·LoGYXIX; pro b. after F. or G. 

ethyl e·]:>il see ETH-. 
etiolate !·tioleit blanch. XVIII. f. F. etioler 

(see -ATE3), - Norman F. (s')etieuler grow 
into haulm, f. etieule, t!teule (OF. esteule) :
popL. *stupila, for L. stipula straw ( cf. 
STUBBLE). So e:tiolA•TION. XVIII. 

etiology var. (now U.S.) of JETIOLOGY. 

etiquette e·tiket, e:tike·t prescribed or con
ventional code of behaviour. XVIII (Chester
field, Walpole). -F. etiquette (whence It. 
etichetta, Sp. etiqueta), the primary sense of 
which is repr. by TICKET. (jJ OF. estiquette 
means chiefly 'soldier's billet for lodging'; 
the history of the development in F. from 
'label' to 'prescribed routine' is not clear. 

etna e·tn;} vessel for heating liquid. XIX. 
f. the name of the volcano Etna in Sicily. 

-ette e·t suffix, bearing the chief stress in a 
word, repr. F. -ette (OF. -ete), and forming 
dim. sbs., being the fern. carr. to masc. 
(O)F. -et (see -ET). In ME. the F. -et and 
-ette were not clearly distinguished, and old 
adoptions in -et(t)e usu. survive with -et, 
e.g. egret, hatchet, pocket, toilet. The sp. 
-ette is preserved in adoptions dating from 
XVII onwards, as cigarette, coquette, etiquette, 
gazette, rosette, serviette, statuette, vinaigrette. 
In XIX it began to be extended to Eng. sbs., 
as leaderette, sermonette, waggonette, and 
esp. in names of materials intended as imita
tions, as flannelette, leatherette, plushette. 

etui ei-twi small case for small articles. 
XVII. -F. etui, OF. estui prison, f. OF. 
estuier shut up, keep, save = Pr. estojar, 
Cat., Pg. estojar. 

etymology etimiJ·l;}d3i origin, formation, 
and development (of a word), account of 
this XIV (Trev.); branch of grammar dealing 
with forms (formerly equiv. to accidence) xv. 
(Earlier form ethimologie)- OF. ethimologie 
(mod. etymologie)- L. etyrnologia (medL. 
etlzym-, ethim-)- Gr. etumologiii, f. etumo
l6gos student of etymology, f. etumon literal 
sense of a word, original form, primary or 
basic word, sb. use of n. of t!tumos true, 
whence in L. form e·tymon xvr; see -LOGY. 
So e:tymolo·grcAL XVI, etymo·logrsT XVII, 
-IZE XVI. 

eu- jii prefix repr. Gr. eu-, comb. form of 
Gr. (Epic) etis good, brave, used inn. form 
eu as adv. 'well'. Gr. words with eu- as first 
element are predominantly adjs. of the form 
euphonos of good sound, well-sounding, 
EUPHONIOUS. For mod. fonnations see 
EUGENIC, etc. ; eurhy·thmrcs harmony of 
bodily movement as an object of education. 
b. In bot. applied to forms in which all 
stages of the life cycle occur. 
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EUCALYPTUS 

eucalyptus jii.k;>li·pt;>s myrtaceous genus 
of plants. xrx. modL. (L'Heritier, 1788), 
intended to denote 'well-covered' (f. Gr. eil 
Eu-+kaluptos covered, f. kaluptein cover, 
conceal), the flower before it opens being 
protected by a cap. 

eucharis ju·k;>ris S. Amer. plant with 
bell-shaped flowers used for bouquets, etc. 
XIX. modL. - Gr. eukharis pleasing, f. eil 
Eu-+khdris grace (cf. next). 

Eucharist ju·k;>rist · Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. XIV. -OF. eucariste (mod., 
with latinized ending, eucharistie)- ecc!L. 
eucharistia- ecclGr. eukharistiii giving of 
thanks, (earlier) gratitude, f. eukhdristos 
grateful, f. e il EU- + kharizesthai show favour, 
give freely, f. kharit-, khdris favour, grace 
(cf. YEARN). So euchari·strcxvii (H. More), 
-!CAL XVI (T. More). 

euchologion jukol;:>·gi;Jn prayer-book, esp. 
the ritual of the Gr. Church. XVII (Jer. 
Taylor). -Gr. eukhologion, f. eukhd prayer+ 
-log- lt!gein say; see -LOGY. Also anglicized 
teuchologue, teuchology xvu. 

euchre ju·k;>.r card-game originating in 
U.S.A. XIX (early sp. euker, uker, yuker). 
Of unkn. origin. 

Euclid ju·klid copy of the Elements of 
Euclid (Gr. Eukleides), mathematician 
of Alexandria (c. 300 B.c.). XVI. Hence 
Eucli·diAN XIX, t-EAN XVII; after F. eucli
dien, L. Euclideus, Gr. Eukleideios. 

eudremonism judhwmizm system of 
ethics having happiness for its end. xrx 
(De Quincey). - Gr. eudaimonismds (Aris
totle), f. eudainwnizein call or account 
happy, f. eudaimon happy, f. e12 Eu-+daimon 
guardian genius; see DEMON, -ISM. So 
eudre·monrsT. xrx (Coleridge). 

eudiometer judi;:>·mit;,.I instrument for 
testing the amount of oxygen in air. XVIII 
(De :vlagellan). f. Gr. eudios (of weather) 
clear, f. ezl EU-+stem of Dios, g. of Zelis god 
of the sky and the atmosphere; see -METER. 

eugenic jud3e·nik concerned with the pro
duction of fine offspring; (pl. -ics) science 
of this. r883 (F. Galton). f. Gr. eil Eu-+ 
gen- produce (see GENESIS). 

eulogy ju·l;:,d3i discourse in praise of a 
person. XVI (Spenser) (once teuloge xv). 
- medL. eulogium, app. blending of L. elo
gium (of obscure origin) inscription on a 
tomb, etc., and medL. eulogia- Gr. eulogiii 
praise, f. phr. di lt!gein speak well of; cf. EU-, 
-LOGY. Hence eu·logrsT. XVIII, eulogi·stic. 
XIX. 

eunuch ju·n;>k castrated male person. xv. 
- L. eunuchus- Gr. eunoilkhos, f. eune bed+ 
*okh- *ekh- (in ekhe£n keep); the etymol. 
meaning is therefore 'bedchamber guard'. 

euonymus ju;:>·nim;ls (bot.) genus of 
shrubs. XVIII. mod. use by Linnreus of 
L. euonymus (Pliny)- Gr. eu6numos lucky, 
f. eil EU-+ *anum-, var. of dnoma NAME. 

EUREKA 

eupatrid jupre·trid pl. hereditary aristo
cracy of ancient Athens. xrx. - L. eupa
trid::e, Gr. eupatrfdai, f. eil Eu-+pater 
FATHER; see -!D. 

eupeptic jupe·ptik pert. to good digestion. 
xvn. f. Gr. eupeptos easy of digestion, hav
ing a good digestion, f. eil Eu-,peptein di
gest; see cooK, -rc. 

euphemism ju·fimizm (rhet.) figure con
sisting in the substitution of a favourable 
for a more accurate but offensive expression. 
XVII. -Gr. euphemismds, f. euphemizein 
speak fair, f. eziphemos fair of speech, f. eil 
Eu-+phhne speaking; see FAME, -ISM. Cf. 
F. euphemisme (xvm). So euphemi"STIC. XIX. 

euphonium jUfou·ni;~m (mus.) tenor tuba 
tuned to B~. XIX. modL., f. Gr. eziphonos; 
see next and -IUM. 

euphony ju·f;>ni pleasing quality of sound. 
XVII (once xv). - F. euphonie- late L. eu
phonia (in Eng. use xvr-xix) - Gr. euphoniii, 
f. euphonos well-sounding, f. eil Eu-+phone 
sound, voice; see PHONETIC, -Y 3 • Hence 
eupho·nrous. XVIII. 

euphorbia jufii•Jbi;) the spurge genus. xvn. 
Alteration (by assim. to -IA1) of L. euphorbea 
(Pliny), f. Euphorbus name of a physician of 
Juba II, king of Mauritania, who is said to 
have named the plant after him. So eu
pho·rbium gum resin obtained therefrom. 
xrv. L.; see -IUM. 

euphrasy ju·fr;>si the plant eye-bright. xv. 
- medL. eujrasia- Gr. euphrasiii cheerful
ness, f. euphrainein be cheerful, f. eil EV-+ 
phren mind j see PHRENOLOGY, -Y 3• 

euphroe ju·frou (naut.) crow-foot dead-eye. 
XIX (also uvrozv, uphroe). - Du. juffrouzv 
dead-eye, prop. maiden (also juffer spar, 
beam, joint, whence Eng. ujer XVIII, tjuffer 
XVII), f.jonk young+vrouw woman(= G. 
FRAU, ult. based on IE. *pro before). tJl The 
Du. word in its earlier form jonkvrouw 
appears to be repr. in the Sc. nautical term 
Jong frow (xv-xvr). 

euphuism ju·fjuizm precious style of dic
tion characteristic of John Lyly's 'Euphues, 
the anatomy ofwyt' (1579) and 'Euphues and 
his England' (rs8o). XVI (G. Harvey, IS9I). 
f. Gr. euphues well endowed by nature, f. ez2 
Eu-+phu- (BE); see -ISM. Hence eu·phursT. 
XIX (Scott), euphur·snc. XIX (Carlyle). 

Eurasian ju;>rei·3i;>n, -ei·Ji;~n pert. to the 
continental area comprising Europe and 
Asia (also Eurasiatic); of mixed European 
and Asiatic ( esp. Indian) parentage (formerly 
called East Indian and more recently Anglo
Indian). XIX. f. Eur[ope+ Asia, or the camp. 
Eurasia+-AN. 

eureka ju;lri·k;) exclamation (Gr. heureka 
I have found, pf. of heurfskein find; cf. 
HEURISTic) uttered by Archimedes when 
he discovered the means of determining by 
specific gravity the proportion of base metal 
in Hiero's golden crown (Plutarch's 'Mora
lia'), hence gen. as an excl. of exultation at a 
discovery. xvu. 
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EUROCLYDON 

euroclydon ju;:,ra·klidan stormy wind men
tioned in Acts xxvii 14; also transf. and fig. 
XVII (A.V.). - ~.'I'.Gr. euroklzidon; the 
better attested reading is eurakzilon, in Vulg. 
euroaquilo (f.Eurus east wind+Aquilo north 
·wind), which is reproduced in the Rheims 
~.T. (1584), R.V. of 1881 readingEuraquilo. 

European ju;:,rapi·;:,n pert. to Europe or its 
countries and inhabitants. XVII (-ian, -man, 
-ean). -F. europeen, f. L. europmus, f. 
Europa- Gr. Euri'ipe (of unkn. origin), first 
applied to central Greece, later extended to 
the whole Gr. mainland and then to the 
land-mass behind it; see -EAN. 

eury- jm>ri L. sp. of comb. form of Gr. 
eurtis wide, broad, rei. to Skr. unis; used in 
a few scientific terms, as eu:rycepha·lic, 
-gna·tlzous, -pte·rid, -sto·matous. 

Euskarian juskEa·rian Basque, or pert. to 
the pre-Aryan element in the population of 
Europe typified by the Basques. XIX. f. 
Euskara, var. of Eskuara, Uskara, the 
Basques' name for their language+-IAN. 

eusol ju·sal solution of hypochlorous acid 
used medicinally. 19 1 5. f. initial letters of 
Edinburgh University Solution, named after 
the place of its discovery; assoc. with EU-. 

Eustachian justei·kian (anat.) epithet of 
organs or structures discovered by Bartolo
meo Eustachi (latinized Eustachius) of San 
Severino, Italy (c. 1500-74); see -lAX. XVIII. 

euthanasia jupanei·zi;:,, -3ia gentle and easy 
death XVII; means of bringing this about 
XVIII. -Gr. euthanasia, f. ez1 Eu-+thdnatos 
death, rei. to thnet6s mortal. 

evacuate iv<e·kjueit A. empty out the con
tents of (esp. the bowels) XVI; tclear of 
inmates XVII; relinquish occupation of XVIII; 
B. empty out (contents) xv; remove (in
mates or occupants) XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
evacuiire (Pliny), f. e E-+vacuus empty; 
see VACUUM, -ATE3 • So evacUA'TION. XIV. 
-lateL. evaCUEE'. XX; after F. evacue. 

evade ivei·d escape (intr. and trans.) XVI; 
contrive to avoid XVII. - F. evader- L. 
eviidere, f. e E-+vadere go (cf. WADE). So 
eva·SION. XV. - (O)F.- L. eva·siVE. XVIII; 
cf. F. evasij. 

evaluate iv<e·ljueit work out the value of. 
XIX. Back-formation, after (O)F. evaluer, 
from evalUA'TION. XVIII. - (O)F. j see E-, 
VALUATION. 

evanescent ev;:,ne·s;:,nt, i- about to vanish, 
quickly vanishing. XVIII. -F. evanescent 
- prp. of L. eviinescere, whence evane·sce 
XIX j see E-, VANISH, -ENT. 

evangel iv<e·nd3;"Jl (arch.) gospel. XIV 
(earlier aphetic vallgel, R. Rolle). ME. 
evangile (later assim. to L.)- (O)F. evangile, 
carr. to Pr. evangeli, Sp., It. evangelio 
- ecclL. evangelium- Gr. euaggelion (in 
eccl. use) good news, (in classical Gr.) reward 
for bringing good news, pl. sacrifice on receiv
ing good news, f. eudggelos bringing good 
news, f. eu well, Eu-+aggellein announce 

EVEN 

(cf. ANGEL). The ecclL. form was directly 
adopted as tevangelie, -y (XIV-XVII). So 
evange·hc XV, now more usu. evange·l!cAL 
ivaon-, evaon- pert. to the gospel or gospels; 
Protestant XVI; as a party designation applied 
orig. to adherents of the Methodist revival 
in the Church of England xvm. - ecclL. 
evangelicus- ecc!Gr. euaggelih6s. Cf. G. 
evangelisch, which was extended by Luther 
to teaching based on the whole of the Bible. 
eva·ngelrsM preaching of the gospel. XVII 
(Bacon). eva·ngelisT writer of one of the 
four gospels XII ; preacher of the gospel XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Acts xxi 8, Eph. iv I I, 4 Tim. 
iv 5). - (O)F. evangeliste- ecc!L. evangelista 
- ecc!Gr. euaggelisds. evangeli·stARY gos
pel book. XVII. - medL. eva·ngehzE tintr. 
XIV, trans. XVII. - ecc!L. i!vangeliziire 
- ecc!Gr. euaggellizesthai. 

evanish iv<e·nif (arch.) vanish out of sight 
or existence. xv. f. evaniss-, extended stem 
of OF. evanir, carr. to It. svanire- Rom. 
*exvanire, for L. i!viini!scere; see E-, VANISH. 

evaporate iv<e·p;:,reit convert into or be
come vapour XVI (pa. pple. XIV); reduce to 
vapour XVII. f. pp. stem of L. evaporiire; 
see E-, VAPOuR, -ATE 3• So evaporA·TION. 
XIV (Trevisa). - L. 

eve iv (poet.) evening; (eccl.) day before a 
festival. xm. In ME. two syll., var. of 
EVE:>~\ orig. southern. IJ[ For similar loss of 
-n cf. clue, game, maid. 

evection ive·kJ;"Jn televation (rare) XVII; 
(astron.) inequality in the moon's longitude 
xvm. - L. evectio(n-), f. evect-, evehere carry 
forth, elevate; see E-, VEHICLE, -TION. 

even1 i·vn (poet., dial.) close of the day 
OE. ; eve of a holy day XIV. OE. :Ejen, rei. 
to synon. OFris. i!vend, io(u)nd, OS. iiband, 
MLG., MDu. iivont (Du. avond), OHG. 
iiband (G. abend), perh. repr. respectively 
pp. and prp. forn1ations on an obscure IE. 
base *ep-, in Gr. epi, with \VGerm. *mbinj-, 
*:Ebunj- :- *epinjo-, *ep7Jjo-, and *:Ebanda
:- *eponto-; synon. ON. aptann (Sw. afton, 
Da. aften) may be another pp. formation 
on the same base, or (more prob.) a deriv. 
of the base of AFTER. In contr. form e'en 
arch. and dial. in All-Hallozce'en, Easter 
E'en, goode' en, etc. Cf. EVE, EVENI:>IG. Hence 
e·vensONG, e·venTIDE, OE. :Ejensang, -tid. 

even2 i·vn flat, level (obs. in gen. use; naut. 
in an even keel); uniform, equal, equally 
balanced OE. ; exactly adjusted, precise XIII ; 
of number )( odd XIV. OE. efen = OFris. 
even, iven, OS. eban (Du. e'ven, effen), OIIG. 
eban, epan (G. eben), O~.jajn, Goth. ibns :
CGerm. *eflnaz, of unkn. origin. camp. 
teven-Christian fellow-Christian, lit. 
'equal Christian'. OE. efncristen = OFris. 
ivinkerstena, OHG. ebanchristani. So even 
adv. (poet. e'en in) tevenly, equally; (arch.) 
exactly, fully OE.; in the extreme case XVI. 
OE. efne = OFris. efne, OS. efno (Du. even), 
OHG. ebano (G. eben) :- WGerm. *ebno. 
even vb. OE. efnan and (ge)efnian, f. efen. 

[331] 



EVENING 

evening i·vnil) tciosing of the day OE. ; 
latter part of the day. xv. OE. :Zfmmg, f. 
:Ejnian grow towards night, f. :Ejen EVEN1 ; 

see -ING1• 

event ive·nt outcome, issue; anything that 
happens. XVI. - L. eventus, f. event-, pp. 
stem of evenire come out, result, happen, 
f. e E-+venire COME. Hence, or direct from 
L. eventu-s, eve·ntuAL1 tpert. to an e\·ent 
or events; that will take effect in certain 
contingencies XVII ; modelled on actual; cf. 
F. eventuel (XVIII). eve·ntuATE 3 have a cer
tain issue, turn out. XVIII. orig. U.S.; pro b. 
after actuate. 

ever e·v;u at all times; at any time; in any 
case or degree. OE. :Efre, a purely Eng. 
formation, of unkn. origin (so NEVER). From 
the meaning the first syll. is pro b. the muta
tion of a ever, AY, as in EITHER; the second 
el. has been referred to (i) OE. feorh life, 
(ii) OE. byre event, occasion (cf. the OE. 
vars. :Ebre, n:Ebre), the presumed etymol. 
n<eanings being resp. 'ever in life' and 'on 
any occasion'. e·verGREEN XVII adj. (Mil
ton), sb. (Evelyn). everla·sting adj. orig. 
rendering L. reternus, sempiternus XIV; sb. 
equiv. to durance (xvr-xvn) or lasting (xrx). 
everMO·RE XIII rep!. ME. evermo, OE. 
:Efre mii; see MO. 

everglade e·v~.1gleid (U.S.) marshy tract 
under water, (esp. pl.) the vast swampy 
region of Florida. XIX. Presumably f. EVER 
(perh. implying 'interminable') + GLADE 
(with some obscure ref.). 

evert iv;;i·.1t overturn, overthrow XVI; (med.) 
turn outwards XIX. - L. evertere, f. e E-+ 
vertere tum (see -WARD). So eve·rsiON 
toverthrowing XV; (med.) XVIII. -OF.- L. 

every e·v(~)ri Late OE. :Ejric, :£uric, ME. 
efreC., refrech, efri(ch), eauer euch, euere(l)ch, 
-u(l)ch, -i(l)ch, repr. OE. :Ejre :EZC, *refre ylC; 
see EVER, EACH, ILK 2• Being in origin a 
comp. of each, it differed from it at first only 
in emphasizing the element of universality 
in its application; later the words were 
differentiated, so that every regards chiefly 
the totality, each the individuals composing 
it. Comp. e·veryBODY XIV (Ch.); every 
ONE XIII (euerichon, AncrR.); e·veryTHING 
XIV (Ch.) (eauer euch ping XIII). In e·very
where (XII) two formations have coalesced: 
(i) ever+iwhere (OE. gehw:Er anywhere, 
everywhere), and (ii) every (ME. everilk)+ 
where. 

evict ivi·kt recover (property) xv; expel (a 
person) by judicial process; tconquer, over
come; tprove XVI. f. evict-, pp. stem of 
L. evincere conquer, obtain by conquering, 
recover, overcome and expel, eje.ct judicially, 
prove j see EVINCE. So evi·CTION. XVI. 

evident e·vid~nt visible, obvious, plain. 
XIV. - (O)F. evident or L. evident-, -ens, f. 
e Ex-'+prp. of videre see (cf. WIT), used in 
a middle sense ('making itself seen'). So 
e·vidENCE significant appearance, token XIII ; 

EWE 
ground for belief XIV ; information (given 
in a legal inquiry) tending to establish fact 
xvr ; clarity XVII (in evidence visible, con
spicuous, after F. en evidence XIX). - (O)F. 
evidence- L. evidentia, whence (after medL.) 
evide·ntiAL. XVII. e·videntLY2

• XIV (Ch.). 

evil i'vl, i'vll )(good; bad. OE. yfel = OS. 
u15il, OFris., MDu. evel (Du. euvel), OHG. 
ubil (G. iibel), Goth. ubils :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *uoilaz, prob. f. IE. base *up- (see 
OVER, UP), the primary sense being 'exceed
ing due limits'. In OE., as in other early 
Germ. languages, the most comprehensive 
adj. expressive of disapproval or disparage
ment; in mod. colloq. use almost entirely 
superseded by bad, exc. in fixed phr., as evil 
eye; the sb. is more frequent, but is largely 
confined to the more general senses ; in the 
sense 'disease' (XIII) survives hist. in the 
King's e~·il scrofula. So e·vil adv. OE. yjle; 
survives in literary use in speak evil (of), evil
disposed, and the like. 

evince lVI"ns tovercome; tconvince; 
tprove; make evident. xvn. f. L. evincere 
(see EVICT, the older word), f. e E- + vincere 
conquer (see VICTOR). 

evirate i·vireit castrate, emasculate. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. evirare, f. e E- +vir man; 
see VIRILE, -ATE3 • 

eviscerate ivi·s:Jreit disembowel. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. eviscerare; see E-, VISCERA, -ATE3

• 

evoe ivou·i Bacchanalian cry. XVI (euohe) 
L., prop. disyll. eu(lz)oe- G. euol. 

evoke ivou·k call forth. XVII. - L. evoctire, f. 
e E-+vocare call (see VOCATION); pOSS. after 
F. h•oquer. So evocA·TION XVII (once, gram., 
XV). - L. eVOCATiVE iv<>·k-. XVII. -late L. 

evolution iv;;,lio.-s~n, ev- unfolding; (mil. 
and naut.) opening out of a formation, 
tactical movement; development in detail 
or from a rudimentary state XVII (spec. in 
bioi. applied first by Charles Bonnet, 
1762, to the theory of preformation). - L. 
evoliitio(n-) unrolling of a book, f. evoliit-, 
pp. stem of evolvere (f. e E- + volvere roll; 
see VOLUTE), whence evo·lve XVII. Hence 
by back formation (U.S.) e·volute vb. XIX. 
t;JJ F. evolution occurs first in mil. sense, 
I647, but this use in Eng. is earlier, 1622. 

evulsion iv.dJ~n forcible extraction. XVII 
(Chapman). - L. evulsio(n-), f. evuls-, pp. 
stem of e•vellere, f. e E-+ vellere pluck (cf. 
VELLICATION) j see -SION. 

ewe jii female sheep. OE. eowu, corr. to 
OFris. ei, OS. ewwi (MDu. oie, Du. ooi), 
LG. ouwilamm, OHG. ouwi, ou (G. aue), 
O}J. rer :- CGerm. *awi- (repr. in Goth. by 
azvistr sheepfold = OE. eozvestre, and Goth. 
awepi flock = OE. eowde) :- IE. *owi-, repr. 
also by L. avis, Gr. 6(F)is, Oir. 6i, OS!. 
ovlca (Russ. ovtsd), Lith. ads, Skr. dvfs 
sheep: one of the CIE. animal-names; cf. 
cow. 



EWER 

ewer ju<J.I wide-mouthed pitcher. XIV. 
-AN. "'ewere, ONF. eviere, (O)F. aiguiere 
:-Rom. "'aquiiria, fern. (sc. olla pot) of 
aquarius pert. to water, f. aqua water; see 
AQUATIC, -ARY. 

ex eks L. ex out of (vars. ec, e), prep. and 
prefix (see EX-', E-) = Gr. ex (vars. ek, eg; 
see Ex-•), Gaul. ex- in exobnus, OW. eh- in 
ehofn fearless (mod. eofn), Olr. ess-, with 
var. ass- (Ir. privative prefix eas-). Domi
ciled in Eng. in certain L. phr., as (from 
XVI) ex improviso, ex opere operato, ex professo,. 
(from XVII) ex animo, ex dono, ex hypothesi; 
ex(-)cathedra kre·pidr<J, k<J)>e·dr<J from 
the CHAIR (i.e. of authority) XIX; ex(-)libris 
l<Ji•bris 'out of the books' (of somebody), 
from the LIBRARY (of), (one's) bookplate XIX; 
ex(-)officio Ofi·Jiou by virtue of one's 
OFFICE XVI ; ex(-)parte pibti with respect 
to a PART, (leg.) on one side only XVII. 
ex(-)voto vou·tou (short for e.,.; voto sus
cepto from a vow undertaken) offering made 
in pursuance of a vow XVIII. b. Prefixed to 
titles of rank after late L. usage in exconsul, 
nom. evolved from ex consule 'from (being) 
consul', (hence) lately consul; whence gen. 
with the sense 'former', 'quondam', as in 
ex-professor (so in F., It., etc.), and by fur
ther extension prefixed to adjs. (after ex
consular XVII) or to sbs. used attrib., as ex
service. c. In commercial use, with ref. to 
goods, 'out of', 'landed from' (a ship); 
similarly ex warehouse; 'without', 'exclusive 
of', as in ex dividend (ex div., x. d.), ex 
interest (ex int., ex in., x. i.). 

ex-1 eks, iks prefix repr. L. ex-, the prep. 
(see prec.) used in combination; its full 
form remains before a vowel ( cf. EXACT, 
EXONERATE), before C, qu (cf. EXCURSION, 
EXQUISITE), p (cf. EXPEL, EXPRESS), s, as in 
exsequi, exserere, exstare (but s was later 
dropped; hence the spelling of EXECRATE, 
EXECUTE, EXERT, EXTANT, EXTIRPATE), and 
t (cf. EXTRACT). Ex was reduced (through 
"'egz) toe before b, d, g, l, m, n, r, i (j), and u 
(cf. EBULLIENT, EDICT, EGRESS, ELECT, EMIT, 
ENUNCIATE, ERECT, EJECT, EVADE). See E- 1 

ES-. From the orig. sense of going out or 
forth (cf. EXIT), sometimes with the addi
tional notion of being raised (cf. EXTOL), the 
prefix acquired that of changing condition 
(cf. EFFERVESCE) and of completion (cf. 
EFFECT, EXCRUCIATE, EXHAUST). 

ex-• eks, iks prefix repr. Gr. ex-, the prep. 
(see EX) used in combination; before con
sonants ek- EC-. 

exacerbate eksre·s<J.Ibeit increase the bitter
ness of. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. exacerbiire; 
see EX-1, ACERB, -ATE3 , So exacerbA•TION. 
XVI. - late L. 

exact egzre·kt precise, rigorous, accurate 
(in various applications); tperfect, consum
mate. XVI. - L. exactus, pp. of exigere com
plete, bring to perfection, examine, ascertain, 
f. ex I!X-1 +ager• perform (sec ACT). So 

EXCEL 

exa·ct vb. demand, esp. by force and with 
authority. xv. f. exact-, pp. stem of L. 
exigere drive out, enforce payment of, re
quire, demand, etc. (as above); cf. EXI
GENT. exa·cTION. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - L.; 
so in (O)F. exa·ctiTUDE precision of detail, 
attention to minutire; t(as in F.) exactness, 
perfect correctness. XVIII. - F. 

exaggerate egzre·d3;Jreit taccumulate, pile 
up XVI; make (a thing) out greater than it is 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. exaggerare, f. ex EX-1 

+aggeriire heap up, f. agger heap, prob. f. 
ad to (AT)+gerere carry (see GERENT); see 
-ATE 3

• So exaggerA"TION. XVI. - L. Cf. 
F. exagerer, -eration. 

exalt egzl>·lt raise aloft or to a high or 
higher degree. XV (Lydg.). - L. exaltiire, 
f. ex Ex-1+altus high (see OLD). exaltA·TION 
lifting up; elevation XIV; elation xv. - (O)F. 
or late L.; in Eng., as in F., the earliest 
application is to the feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross (r4 Sept.). 

exam egzre·m short for EXAMINATION. XIX. 
examine egz<e·min inquire into and test 

the amount or quality of. XIV. - (O)F. 
examiner- L. exdmindre weigh accurately, 
f. exiimin-, -en tongue of a balance, weighing, 
for "'exagmen, f. "'exag-, base of exigere 
examine, weigh (see EXACT). So examiDA·
TION. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 

example igza·mpl object or action to copy 
or imitate; instance to warn or deter XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); typical instance xv. -OF. 
example (mod. exemple), refash. after L. of 
essample (whence lVIE. asample, arch. en
sample XIII, aphetic SAMPLE) - L. exemplum, 
f. "'exem-, eximere take out (see EXEMPT). 

exarch e·ksii.Ik governor of a province 
under the Byzantine emperors ; metro
politan in the Eastern Church. xvr. - ecciL. 
exarchus- Gr. exarkhos leader, chief, f. 
exdrkhein take the lead, f. ex Ex- 2 +drkhein 
rule (cf. ARCH-). 

exasperate igza·sp<Jreit embitter; irritate; 
tmake rugged or harsh. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
exasperiire, f. ex Ex-1+asper rough; see ASPER
ITY, -ATE 3• So exasperA·TION. xvr. - L. 

excavate e·ksbveit hollow out, dig out. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. excavdre, f. ex- Ex-1+ 
cavare, f. cavus hollow; see CAVE\ -ATE3

• So 
excavA·noN. xvrr. -F. or L. 

exceed eksi·d tpass the limits of; be greater 
than XIV (Ch.); be superior to xv. - (O)F. 
exceder - L. excedere depart, go beyond, sur
pass, f. ex Ex-1+cedere go. Cf. EXCESS. 

excel ekse-1 be superior (to). xv (Lydg.). 
- L. excellere be eminent, (rarely in physical 
sense) rise, raise, f. ex Ex-1+ "'cellere rise 
high, tower (found only in comps.), rel. to 
celsus high, columna COLUMN. Cf. F. exceller 
(xvi). So excellENT e·ks<Jl<Jnt texalted, 
supreme XIV; extremely good XVII (Sh.). 
- (0)F.- L. e•xcellENCE, -ENCY XIV; as a 
title of honour XIV (Gower). 
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EXCELSIOR 

excelsior ekse·lsi5J motto of the State of 
New York, U.S.A. (xvm) and of the Societa 
degli Alpinisti; used by Longfellow as the 
refrain of his poem so entitled (1841) and 
explained by him later as being short for 
Scopus meus excelsior est My goal is higher. 
L., compar. of excelsus hig~, pp .. of ex,cef!ere 
EXCEL. '!l The advb. meanmg htgher , up
wards', commonly attributed to it, is 
ungrammatical. 

except' ekse·pt leave out of account. xv. 
f. except-, pp. stem of L. excipere, f. ex Ex-1+ 
capere take (see HEAVE); cf. (O)F. e.wepter. 
So exce·pno"N action of excepting, case 
excepted XIV (Ch.); defendant's plea in bar 
of plaintiff's action xv; objection, demur 
XVI. - (O)F.- L. Hence exce·ptionABLE. 
XVII (H. More). exce·ptionAL1 (after F. 
exceptionnel). XIX. exce·ptiNG2 prp. pass
ing into prep., if one excepts, except. XV 
(Sc. excepand). 

except2 ekse·pt tpp. excepted; prep. if one 
leaves out of account XIV; tconj. unless XV; 
otherwise than XVI. - L. exceptus, pp. of 
excipere (see prec.). The prep. arose (i) 
partly from the use of the pp. in concord 
with a following sb. or pronoun, e.g. except 
women, i.e. women excepted (cf. L. exceptis 
vobis duobus you two excepted, except you 
two), (ii) partly in imitation of (O)F. excepte 
excepted, and late L. abl. excepto, which 
was used as a prep. by extension of the 
classical L. usage with a clause, excepta 
quod .. except that .. (whence; the con
junctional use of except.) 

excerpt e·ks;'\Jpt extract from a book, etc. 
X\'II. - L. exce1ptum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
excerpere, f. ex Ex- 1 +carpere pluck (cf. 
HARVEST). So excerpt vb. eks;'\·Jpt. XVI 
(pa. pple. once xv). f. excerpt-, pp. stem. 

excess ekse·s textravagant feeling or con
duct; overstepping limits of moderation XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa, Wyclif); fact of exceeding in 
amount XVI. - (O)F. exces- L. excessus, f. 
ex,cess-, pp. stem of excedere EXCEED. So 
exce·ssiVE. XIV (Gower). - (O)F. - medL. 

exchange ekstJei·nd3 action of exchanging. 
XIV (Ch.); ME. eschaunge, later (by assim. 
to L.) exchaunge- AN. eschaunge, OF. 
eschange (F. echange), f. eschanger (mod. e-), 
whence excha·nge vb. xv; see ES-, Ex-', 
CHANGE. 

exchequer ekstfe·k;>J tchess-board XIII; 
department of state concerned with the 
royal revenues, so called orig. with ref. to 
the table covered with a cloth divided into 
squares on which the accounts were kept by 
means of counters XIV (R. Mannyng); court 
of law theoreticallv concerned with revenue; 
office charged with the receipt and custody 
of public revenue XV (Hoccleve); pecuniary 
possessions XVII. ME. escheker- A~. 
escheker, OF. eschequier, earlier eschaquier 
(mod. echiquier) = Pr. escaquier, Sp. jaquel, 
It. scaccario - medL. scaccarium chess
board, f. scaccus CHECK'; see -ER2• The form 

EXCRUCIATE 

with ex- (from xv) is due to assoc. of OF. 
es- with EX-1, as in exchange, exploit. Aphetic 
CHEQUER, 

excise1 eksai·z i"toll, tax xv; duty on com
modities (Spenser, with ref. to Holland) 
xvn (officially adopted r643 in imitation of 
Du. practice). - MDu. excijs (1406; whence 
medL. excisa 1490), also accijs (whence Eng. 
taccise XVII-XVIII, G. accise, medL. accisia) 
- OF. acceis :- Rom. *accensum, f. L. ad 
Ac-+census tax (see CENSUS). 

excise2 eksai·z cut out. XVI. f. excis-, pp. 
stem of L. excidere, f. ex Ex-1+ca?dere cut, 
with the shape of which may be compared 
Skr. khiddti tear, Gr. skhizein split (see 
SCHIS!\1), So exciSION eksi·3;>n. XV (Caxton). 
- (O)F.- L. 

excite eksai't stir up, rouse. XIV (Rolle). 
- (O)F. exciter or L. excitlire, frequent. of 
exciere (pp. excitus) call out or forth ; see 
EX-', CITE. So excitA·TION (partly arch.) 
encouragement, instigation, stimulation; 
excitement. XIV (Gower, Maund.). - (O)F. 
-late L. exci·te~IENTt instigation, incentive 
X\' II (Sh.); (path.) abnormal activity XVIII; 
mental stimulation XIX. 

exclaim eksklei·m cry out. XVI. - F. ex
clamer or L. exclamlire; see EX-1 , CLAIM. So 
exclamATIO:<r eksklamei·fan. XIV. - (O)F. 
or L. exclamatoRY eksklm·m-. xvL 

exclude eksklii.·d shut out or off. XIV. - L. 
excludere, f. ex EX- 1 + claudere shut (see 
CLOSE). So exclu·SION. xv - L. exclu·sJVE. 
xv. med.L. (Cf. F. exclure, exclusion, exclusij.) 

excommunicate eksk;>mjii.·nikeit put out 
of church communion. XV. f. pp. stem of 
ecciL. excommunicare, f. ex Ex-1+commi1nis 
COMMON, after communicare COMMUNICATE. 
Earlier forms were texcommune (Caxton), 
texcommenge (xv) - (O)F. excommunier, 
tescomenger (:- excommunicare). So e:x
communicA·TION. xv. -late L. t]J Milton 
used texcommunion. 

excoriate eksk;l'rieit remove the skin from, 
flay. xv. f. pp. stem of L. excoriare, f. 
ex Ex-1+corium hide; see -ATE 3

• So ex
coriA·TION. XV. 

excrement e·kskrimant tdregs; freces dis
charged from the bowels. XVI. -F. excre
ment or L. excrementum, f. excre-, pp. base 
of exce1"1lere, f. ex Ex-1+ cernere sift (cf. 
CERTAIN, CRISIS); see ·MENT. '!l Sometimes 
coalescing with texcrement outgrowth (- L. 
ex·crbnentum, f. excrescere; see next). So 
excrementi·nous. XVI. - modL. excreta 
ekskri'ta. XIX. sb. use ofn. pl. of excretus, pp. 
of excernere. excre'TION. XVII. -F. or L. 

excrescence ekskre·s;>ns outgrowth. xv. 
- L. excrescentia, f. prp. of excrescere grow 
out: see EX-', INCREASE, -ENCE. So excre·· 
SCENT. XVII. 

excruciate ekskrii.·Jieit torture. xvr. f. 
pp. stem of L. excruciare, f. ex EX-1 + cruciare 
torment, f. crux CROSS; see -ATE8• 

[334] 



EXCULPATE 

exculpate e·kskAlpeit free from blame. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. exculptire (cf. 
It. scolpare), f. ex Ex-1+culpa blame; see 
-ATE3• See CULPABLE and cf. INCULPATE. 

excursion eksk;l·.rf;m tescape; sally, sortie 
XVI; journey from home XVII. - L. excur
sio(n-), f. excurs-, pp. stem of excurrere run 
out, issue forth, f. ex Ex-1 +currere; see 
COURSE, -ION. Hence excu·rsionrsT. XIX 
(Lamb); perh. based on the rare vb. excur
sionize. So excursus ekska·.Is;}s separate 
and detailed discussion of a point in an 
edition of a classic; also gen. xrx (I8oz). 

excuse ekskjii ·z offer an apology for XIII 
(AncrR.) ; obtain exemption or release for; 
accept as an excuse for or from xrv ; serve 
as an excuse for XVI. ME. escuse, excuse 
-OF. escuser, (also mod.) excuser- L. excu
stire free from blame, plead in excuse, 
absolve, dispense with, f. ex Ex- 1 +causa 
accusation (see CAUSE). So excu·se sb. 
ekskjii·s. xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. excuse, f. excu
ser. The pronunc. with s instead of z in the 
sb., is due to the analogy of pairs like use, 
abuse vbs. and sbs., advise and advice, where 
the F. sbs. are masculines ending in s. 

exeat e·ksilet tA. stage direction rep!. by 
exit XVI ; B. permission to go out or leave 
XVIII. L., 'let him go out', 3rd pcrs. sg. pres. 
subj. of exire go out (cf. EXEUNT, EXIT). So 
in F. (xvii). So te·xeant xv; rep!. by 
EXEUNT. 

execrate e·ksikreit express or feel abhor
rence of. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. ex(s)ecrtiri 
curse, f. ex Ex- 1 +sacrare devote religiously 
(either to a deity or to destruction), f. sacr-, 
sacer religiously set apart; see SACRED, -ATE3• 

So execrA-TION. xrv. - (O)F. or L. e·xe
crABLE involving a curse XIV (Wycl. Bible); 
abominable XV (Caxton). - (O)F. execrable 
- L. (in act. and pass. senses). 

execute e·ksikjiit A. carry into effect, 
carry out XIV (Ch.); fulfil, discharge xrv 
(Trevisa) ; make valid by signing, etc. ; 
carry out the design of, perform xvm; B. 
inflict capital punishment on xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F. executer ( = Pr. executar, It. esecu
tare, etc.)- medL. executtire, f. ex(s)eciit-, 
pp. stem of L. ex(s)equi follow up, carry out, 
pursue judicially, punish, f. ex EX-1+sequi 
follow (cf. SEQUENCE). So execu·noN 
carrying into effect XIV (Ch., Wyclif); inflic
tion of capital punishment XV; enforcement 
of a judgement; effective action XVI (Sh.). 
(O)F.- L.; hence execu·tionER1. XVI. exe
cutiVE ekse·kjutiv. XVII; sb. XVIII (first in 
Amer. Eng.). f. execiit-; cf. (O)F. executij, 
revived in late XVIII. exe·cutoR1• XIII (of 
an estate). -AN. execut(o)ur- L. execiitor. 
Aphetic tseketur (xm), tsectour (XIV). 

exegesis eksid3i·sis expository interpreta
tion. XVII. - Gr. exifgesis, f. exegefsthai 
interpret, f. ex Ex- 2+hegefsthai guide (cf. 
HEGEMONY). So e·xcgete interpreter. XVIII. 
-Gr. exegetifs. exege·trc, -ICAL ·d3e·tik(l). 
XVII. - Gr. exegetikos. 

EXHALE 

exemplar egze·mplii.r, -pl;}.I pattern, exam
ple XIV (Gower); typical specimen XVI!. 
- (O)F. exemplaire -late L. exempltirium, f. 
L. exemplum EXAMPLE. The var. examplar 
was widely current from xv (Lydg.). So 
exemplARY egze·mpl;}ri serving as an exam
ple. XVI. - late L. exempltiris. exempliFY 
egz;}·mplifai illustrate by example. XV 
(Chauliac). - medL. exemplificiire, f. L. 
exemplum. 

exempt egze·mPt tremoved, excludedfrom 
XIV; exempt from, not subject to xv. - (O)F. 
exempt- L. exemptus, pp. of eximere take 
out, deliver, free, f. ex Ex- 1 +emere take (cf. 
EMPTION). As sb. formerly used, after F., 
for an under-officer in the army, and hence 
(IJoo) as EXON. So exe·mpt vb. xv, ex
e·mpTION. xrv. - (O)F. exempter, exemption 
(L. exemptio). (jJ From the same base are 
diriment; peremptory, premium; prompt, 
impromptu; and derivs. of L. sumere, viz. 
assume, consume, presume, resume, subsume, 
with corr. sbs. 

exenterate ekse·nt;}reit disembowel. XVII 
(surviving fig. in xrx). f. pp. stem of L. 
exentertire, f. ex EX-1 +Gr. enteron INTESTINE, 
after Gr. exenterlzein. 

exequatur eksikwei-t;}.I (leg.) official autho
rization. xvnr. L., 'let him perform', 3rd 
pers. sg. pres. subj. of exequi EXECUTE. 

exequies e·ksikwiz funeral rites. xrv. 
-OF. exequies = Pr. ex(s)equias- L. ace. 
exsequiiis, nom. -ire funeral procession or 
ceremonies, f. exsequi follow after, accom
pany (see EXECUTE). 

exercise e·ks;}.Isaiz employment, practice 
XIV; task prescribed for training or testing; 
religious observance xvr. - (O)F. exercice = 

Pr. exercici- L. exercitium, f. exercere keep 
busy or at work (perh. orig. drive forth 
beasts of tillage), practise, train, administer, 
disturb, vex, f. ex Ex- 1 +arcere shut up, keep 
off, restrain, prevent = Gr. arkefn ward off. 
Hence e·xercise vb. xrv (Ch., Wycl. Bible). 
Superseded texerce (Ch.)- (O)F. exercer, 
- L. exercere. 

exergue eks;l·.rg small space on the reverse 
of a coin, etc., for minor inscriptions. XVII 
(Evelyn). -F. exergue (J. de Bie, I636), 
- medL. exergum, f. Gr. ex outside+ergon 
WORK: prop., something lying outside the 
(main) work. 

exert igz!i·.rt tdischarge, emit; exercise, 
bring to bear. XVII. f. exert-, pp. stem of 
L. ex(s)erere put forth, f. ex EX-1+serere 
bind, entwine, join (see SERIES). So exe·r
TION. 

exes e·ksiz short for expenses. xrx. 
exeunt e·ksiAnt stage direction for certain 

actors to leave the stage. xv. L., 'they go out', 
3rd pers. pl. pres. ind. of exire; see EXIT and 
cf. EXEANT. 

exhale egzhei-1 give off as vapour xrv; 
breathe or blow out XVI. - (O)F. exhaler 
- L. exhalare, f. ex EX-1 + halare breathe. 
So exhalA·TION. XIV (Trevisa, Gower). 
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EXHAUST 

exhaust egz5·st draw off or out, drain. xvr. 
f. exhaust-, pp. stem of L. exhaurire, f. ex EX-1 

·t·haurire draw (water), drain. So exhau·s
TI0:-1. XVII. 

exhibit egzi·bit toffer, furnish, administer 
xv; submit to view, display XVI. f. exhibit-, 
pp. stem of L. exhibere, f. ex Ex-1 +habere 
hold (cf. HAiliT). So exhibi·noN tmain
tenance, allowance xv (surviving in spec. 
sense of school or college bursary XVII); 
visible display XIV; public display of objects, 
etc. XVIII. - (O)F. -late L. (delivery, main
tenance). 

exhilarate egzi·l;Jreit make cheerful. xvr. 
f. pp. stem of L. exhilartire, f. ex EX-1 + 
hilaris ; see HILARIOUS, -ATE 3• 

exhort egz5·.rt admonish or encourage 
earnestly. xrv. - (O)F. exhorter or L. ex
lwrttiri, f. ex EX-1 + horttiri encourage ( cf. 
HORTATORY). So exhortA·TIOX. XIV (WycJ. 
Bible). 

exhume egzjii·m, ekshjii·m dig up. XVIII 
(once xv). -F. exhumer- medL. exhumtire, 
f. ex Ex-1 + humus ground (cf. HUMBLE). So 
exhumA·TION. XVIII (once xv). - F. -
medL. The medL. pp. was adopted earlier 
in texhumATE 3 (xvr). 

exigent e·gzid3;Jnt, e·ks- tsb. exigency, 
extremity XV (Lydg.); adj. urgent XVII 
(Clarendon); exacting XIX. As sb.- OF. 
exigent sb.; as adj.- L. exigent-, -ens, prp. 
of exigere EXACT; see -EKT. So e·xigENCE, 
-ENCY. XVI. - (O)F. and late L. 

exiguous egzi·gju;:~s, eks- extremely small. 
XVII. f. L. exiguus scanty in measure or 
number, f. exigere weigh exactly; see EXACT, 
-UOl:S. 

exile1 e·gzail, e·ksail enforced removal or 
absence from one's country. XIII (Cursor 
M.). - (O)F. exil, latinized refash. of earlier 
essil = Pr. essilh- L. exilium banishment, 
f. exul exiled person, f. ex Ex-1 + "'-ul-, as in 
ambultire walk (see AMBLE). So e·xile 2 

exiled person. xrv. prob.- (O)F. exile, 
pp. of exiler, with muting of the final syll. 
as in ASSIGX", etc., infl. by L. exul. e·xile3 

vb. make an exile of. XIV. -OF. exil(i)er 
refash. of essilier- late L. exilitire, f. exilium. 
«JJ Formerly, and always by Sh. and Milton, 
str. exi·le. exilic egzi·lik. xrx. 

exility egzi·liti, eks- slenderness, tenuity. 
xv. - L. exilittis, f. e:..:ilis thin, lank; see 
-ITY. 

eximious egzi·mi;Js, eks- excellent, emi
nent. XVI (Boorde). f. L. eximius 'set apart', 
select, choice, f. eximere; see EXEMPT, -10us. 

exist egzi·st have being. XVII (Sh.) ult.- L. 
ex(s)istere emerge, appear, proceed, be 
visible or manifest, f. ex EX-1 +sistere take 
up a position, redupl. formation on *sta
STAND; pro b. immed. back-formation on 
exi·STENCE tactuality XIV (Ch.), being XV 
(Lydg.)- (O)F. or late L. exi·stENT XVI.- L. 
«]J F. e:xister is later (Descartes, 1637). 

EXPAND 

exit e·ksit A. (theatr.) direction to a player 
to leave the stage XVI (rep!. exeat 'let him or 
her leave' xv); (hence) departure from the 
stage XVI (Sh.). B. departure from life, 
death; egress, outlet, 'he (she) goes out'. xvn. 
In A 3rd pers. sg. pres. incl. of L. exire, f. ex 
Ex-1+ire go; in B mainly- L. exitus, f. pp. 
stem of exire (cf. ADIT, OBIT, TR.'I.:-.iSIT). 

exo- e·ksou, eksa· prefix repr. Gr. exo out
side, f. ex Ex- 2+ *6 prep. ( = Indo-Iranian 
cl) towards; used in mod. scientific terms 
)( E~DO-; exo·gamy (Gr. gdmos marriage) 
custom of a man's taking a wife from out
side his clan; e·xoGEN (bot.) plant of which 
the stem grows by deposit on the outside, 
dicotyledon. - F. exoglme (De Candolle, 
1813), modL. exogena (sc. L. planta plant), 
after L. indigenus INDIGENOl:S. 

exodus e·ks;Jd;ls departure, spec. of the 
Israelites out of Egypt (hence, title of the 
second book of the Pentateuch, which re
lates this). XVII. - ecc!L. Exodus - Gr. 
exodos, f. ex EX- 2 -t-hodos way. 

exon e·ksan officer of the Yeomen of the 
Guard. XVIII. Later sp. of exant, exaun 
officer of cavalry (xvii), var. of EXEMPT in
tended to repr. F. pronunc. egza. 

exonerate egz::>·n;Jreit unload, relieve of a 
burden (spec. the bowels); relieve or free 
from an obligation, reproach, etc. XVI (pa. 
pple. once xv). f. pp. stem of L. exoneriire, 
f. ex Ex-1 -t-oner-, onus burden; see ONEROUS, 
-ATE 3• 

exorbitant egz5·.rbit;lnt deviating from the 
right or normal path XV; (grossly) exceeding 
proper bounds xvn. - prp. of ecc!L. exorbi
ttire, f. ex EX-1 -i-orbita ORBIT; see -ANT. 

exorcism e·ks5.rsizm, -gz- expulsion of an 
evil spirit by adjuration, etc. XIV. - ecc!L. 
exorcismus- ecc!Gr. exorkism6s, f. exorkizein, 
f. ex EX-'+h6rkos oath; see -ISM. So e·xor
CIST. XIV (\Vycl. Bible). - ecc!L. exorcista 
- Gr. -tds. XIV. e·xorcise, -IZE. XV. - F. 
or ecc!L. 

exordium e-gz5·.Idi;Jm, -ks- beginning of a 
discourse. xvr. - L., f. exordiri, f. ex EX-1+ 
ordi1·i begin, rei. to ordo ORDER. 

exostosis egz;>stou·sis (path.) formation of 
bone on other bone. XVIII. modL.- Gr. 
exostosis (Galen) outgrowth of bone, f. ex 
Ex- 2 -t-osteon bone; see -osis. 

exoteric eksoute·rik external)( esotaic. xvn. 
- L. exotericus- Gr. ex6terik6s, f. exotero 
com par. of exo outside; see EXO-, -IC. 

exotic eks::>·tik, egz- foreign, not indi
genous. XVI (Jonson). - L. exoticus- Gr. 
exotik6s' f. exo; cf. prec. 

expand eksplE·nd spread out (trans. and 
intr.). xv (contr. pp. expande xv). - L. 
expandere, f. ex Ex.-1+pandere spread. So 
expanse eksp~e·ns wide extent. XVII (Mil
ton, of the firmament of heaven). - modL. 
expansum (n. of expansus, pp. of expandere), 
in Eng. context XVII-XVIII, used to render 
Heb. rtiqi' (Vulg. firmamentum), f. rtiqia' 
spread out. So expa·nSION. XVII. -late L. 



EXPATIATE 

expatiate ekspei·fieit (arch.) walk about at 
large XVI; discourse at length xvn. f. L. 
ex(s)patiiit-, -iiri, f. ex Ex-1 +spatiiirl walk, 
f. spatium SPACE; See ·ATE3

• 

expatriate ekspei·trieit withdraw from 
one's native country. XVIII. f. medL. ex
patriiit-, -iire, f. ex Ex-1+patria native land 
(cf. PATRIOT). Hence expatriA·TION, XIX. 

expect ekspe·kt twait, wait for; look for 
in anticipation. XVI. - L. ex(s)pectiire, f. ex 
Ex- 1 +spectiire look (see SPECTACLE). So 
expe·ctANT. XIV. - L. expectiins; ex
pe·ctANCY. XVI. expectA·TION. XVI. - L. 

expectorate ekspe·ktareit eject (phlegm) 
XVII; spit XIX. f. pp. stem of L. expectoriire, 
f. ex EX-1 + pector-, pectus breast; see 
PECTORAL, ·ATE3

• 

expeditate ikspe·diteit (hist.) cut away 
from (a dog) three claws or the ball of 
the forefoot. XVI. f. pp. stem of medL. 
expeditiire, f. ex Ex-1+ped-, pes FOOT, after 
excapitiire behead. 

expedite e·kspidait tel ear of difficulties; 
help forward, dispatch. XVII (the pp. expedite 
was used xv, and texpede Sc. XVI). f. 
expedit-, pp. stem of L. expedire extricate 
(orig. free the feet), make ready, put in 
order, intr. be serviceable or useful, f. ex 
EX-1 + ped-, pes FOOT; see -ITE. So expedi
ENT ekspi·di;mt conducive to advantage, 
fit and proper. XIV. f. prp. of the L. vb. 
expedi·TION tprompt action, dispatch; 
warlike enterprise xv; journey made for a 
purpose; prompt movement XVI. - (O)F. 
- L. Hence expedi·trous. xv. 

expel ekspe·l drive out or forth. xrv (Ch.). 
- L. expellere, f. ex EX-1 + pellere drive, thrust 
(cf. PULSE 2). So expulSION ekspA'lf;Jn. XIV. 
- L. expu·lsiVE. XIV (vertu expulsij, Ch.). 

expend ekspe·nd pay out, disburse. xv. 
- L. expendere, f. ex Ex-1 +pendere weigh, 
pay, rei. to pendere hang (see PENDENT); cf. 
DISPEND,SPEND. Henceexpe·nditURE. XVIII; 
after texpenditor officer having charge of 
expenditure XV-XIX (medL., f. expenditus, 
irreg. pp. of expendere, after venditus sold). 
So expe·nse spending, money disbursed 
XIV; pecuniary charge, cost XIV. -AN. 
expense, alteration of OF. espense- late L. 
expensa, fern. (sc. pecunia money) of pp. of 
expendere. expe·nsiVE tiavish; costly. 
XVII. f. expens-, pp. stem of L. expendere; 
assoc. early with expense. 

experience ekspia·rians ttrial; observation 
of facts; condition or event by which one is 
affected XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible, PPI.); know
ledge resulting from observation; state of 
having been occupied in some way xv. 
- (O)F. experience- L. experientia, f. expe
riri try; see EX·\ PERIL, -ENCE. Hence vb. 

EXPLODE 

XVI. So experiMENT ekspe·rimant ttest, 
trial ; action undertaken to discover or test 
something. XIV (Wycl. Bible, PPI.). -OF. 
experiment or L. experimentum, f. experiri. 
Hence vb. texperience, ascertain, test xv 
(Caxton); make an experiment XVIII. ex
perime·ntAL1. xv. - (O)F. or medL. ex
pert ekspa·Jt, e·kspa.It (when not attrib.) 
trained by experience. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
expert, refash. of tespert after L. expertus, 
pp. of experiri. expert e·kspa.It one who is 
expert, specialist. XIX. - F. expert, sb. use 
of the adj. expertise ekspalti·z. XIX.- F. 

expiate e·kspieit tbring to an end XVI; 
avert evil from; do away the guilt of, make 
amends for XVII. f. pp. stem of L. expiiire, 
f. ex Ex-1+piiire seek to appease (by sacri
fice), f. pius devout, PIOUS; see -ATE3• So 
expiA·TION. xv. - L. 

expire ekspaia·.1 breathe one's last xv; 
breathe out xvr. - (O)F. expirer- L. ex
(s)piriire, f. ex Ex-1 +spiriire breathe (see 
SPIRIT). So expirA·TroN coming to an end, 
tdeath XVI; breathing out XVII (? xv). - L. 
Hence expirv• ekspaia·ri dying, death 
XVIII (Burns) ; termination XIX. expiratORY2 

ekspaia-ratari pert. to expiration. XIX. 

explain eksplei·n unfold (a matter), give 
details of xv; topen out, smoothe; assign 
a meaning to XVII; account for XVIII. - L. 
expliiniire, f. ex Ex- 1 +pliinus PLAIN. So ex
planA·TION ekspla-. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- L. explanatORY2 eksplre·n-. XVII. 

expletive ekspli-tiv serving to fill out; sb. 
expletive word. XVII (used of a profane 
oath, etc. XIX). -late L. expletivus, f. explere, 
f. ex EX-1 + pfere fill; see FULL, -IVE. 

explicate e·ksplikeit unfold, tiit. and fig. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. expliciire, f. ex Ex-1+ 
pliciire fold; see PLY, -ATE3 • So explicA·
TION. -F. explication (the usual word for 
'explanation') or L. So explicit1 ekspli·sit 
clearly developed, distinctly expressed. 
XVII. -F. explicite or L. explicitus, pp. of 
expliciire. explicABLE e·ksplik;~bl. 

explicit2 e·ksplisit late L. formula (Jerome) 
used by scribes to indicate the end of a book 
or piece, prob. orig. short (on the analogy 
of INCIPIT) for explicitus est fiber the book is 
unfolded or exhibited (see prec.) but re
garded as a verb in 3rd pers. sing. ('here 
ends'), expliciunt being used as its pl. 

explode eksplou·d treject XVI j bring into 
discredit xvu (now chiefly in pp.); 'go off' 
or cause to do so with a loud noise XVIII. 
- L. explodere drive out by clapping, hiss 
off the stage (cf. APPLAUD, PLAUDIT), f. ex 
Ex-1+plaudere clap the hands. So explo·
SION. XVII - F or L. explo·SIVE. XVII j sb. 
XIX. Cf. IMPLOSIVE, PLOSIVE. f. exp/6s-, pp. 
stem. 
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EXPLOIT 

exploit e·ksploit tprogress, success XIV; 
tattempt to control or capture xv; deed, 
feat XVI. ME. esploit, explait, -pleyte, -ployte 
-OF. esplait achievement, esploit m., esploite 
fern. (mod. exploit, with latinized prefix) = 
Pr. espleit :- Gallo-Rom. *explictum, *-ta, 
L. explicitum, -ta n. and fern. pps. of ex
pliciire EXPLICATE; orig. 'something unfolded 
or put forth'. So exploi·t vb. tachieve XIV; 
tprosper xv; (after mod F.) turn to account, 
make capital out of, esp. in unfavourable 
sense XIX. ME. expleite- OF. expleiter ac
complish, enjoy (mod. exploiter) = Pr. 
espleitar :- Gallo-Rom. *explicit/ire, f. ex
pliciire. exploitA·TION XIX. - F. 

explore ekspl5;}'.l seek to ascertain, examine 
into XVI; search into (a country, etc.) XVII. 
- F. explorer - L. exploriire search out. So 
explorA'TION. XVI. -F. or L. 

exponent ekspou·n;}nt interpreting XVI; sb. 
(math.) index of a power (modL. numerus 
exponens) XVIII; expounder, interpreter XIX. 
- L. exponent-, -ens, prp. of exponere EX
POUND. So expone·ntiAL (math.) involving 
the unknown quantity or variable as an 
exponent. XVI!!. -F. exponentiel (J. Ber
noulli). expo·nrBLE (proposition) requiring 
explanation. XVI. - medL. 

export eksp5·.It tcarry away xv; send from 
one country to another XVII. - L. exportt'ire, 
f. ex Ex- 1 +portt'ire carry (cf. PORT1). Hence 
export sb. e·ksp5.lt. XVII. So exportA·no.:<r. 
XVII. - L. t;H F. export, exporter, exportation 
(xvm) are from Eng. 

expose ekspou·z deprive of shelter; lay 
open; render liable; disclose xv; exhibit or 
offer publicly XVII. - (O)F. exposer, based 
on L. exponere; see EXPOUND, POSE1 • So 
exposi·TION explanation, interpretation XIV 
(R. Rolle); setting forth in description XIV 
(Wyclif); (hist.) exposure; displaying to 
view XVII (after modF, industrial exhibition 
XIX). - (O)F. or L. expositoR1 ikspo·sit;}.l 
setter-forth, expounder. XIV (R. Rolle, Tre
visa). - (O)F. or late L. expo·sitORY2• XVII. 
- late L. expositorius (Boethius). exposuRE 
ekspou·3;}.1 action of exposing, being ex
posed; disclosure to view. XVII (Sh.). Ap
pears first c. 16oo along with composure, 
disposure; f. expose, after enclose, enclosure, 
which as a pair date from early XVI. 

ex post facto eks poust fa!·ktou erron. 
division of medL. ex postfacto (Digest of 
Justinian) from what is done afterwards, 
i.e. ex from, out of, with abl. of postfactum, 
i.e. post after + pp. of facere no1 • XVII (ap
plied attrib. to an act, etc., operating retro
spectively XVIII). 

expostulate ekspo·stjuleit tdemand, urge, 
complain of; make friendly objections. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. expostulare; see EX-\ 
POSTULATE. So expostulA·TION. XVI. - L. 

expound ekspau·nd set forth in detail; 
interpret. XIII. ME. expoune, expounde 
-OF. espondre (pres. stem espon-) = Pr., 

EXSICCATE 

Sp. esponer, It. esporre, Rum. spune :- L. 
exponere put out (whence texpone XIV), ex
pose, publish, exhibit, explain, f. ex Ex-1 + 
ponere put, place :- *posinere, f. *po- (cf. 
OS!. po, Lith. pa with, alongside)+sinere 
place, leave (cf. SITE). Cf. EXPOSE and EX
POSITION (which serves as noun of action to 
the Ybs. expose and expound). For the formal 
development cf. COMPOUND. 

express ekspre·s portray, represent XIV 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible); press out XIV. -OF. 
expresser ( = Pr. espressar, etc.)- Rom. 
*expresst'ire, f. ex Ex-1+pressiire PRESS; repr. 
in use L. exprimere (whence F. exprimer). 
So expre·ss adj. explicitly stated XIV (Ch., 
Gower); specially designed for a purpose 
XIV (express train orig. special train, c. 1840; 
also sb., by ellipsis of train). - (O)F. expres 
( = Pr. expres, Sp. espreso, etc.) - L. ex
pressus distinctly or manifestly presented, 
pp. of exprimere. expre·ssroN representa
tion, manifestation xv; pressing out XV. 
- (O)F. - L. expre·ssiVE ttending to expel 
XIV ; full of expression XVII ; serving to 
express XVIII. -F. or medL. 

exprobration eksproubrei-f;}n (arch.) re
proach. xv. - L. exprobrtitio(n-), f. expro
briire, f. ex EX-1-t-probrum shameful deed; 
see OPPROBRIUM, -TION. 

expropriate eksprou·prieit dispossess of 
property. XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. expro
prit'ire, f. ex EX-1+p1·oprium PROPERTY; see 
-ATE3

• So expropriA·no:-~. xv (rare before 
XIX). 

expulsion see EXPEL. 
expunct ekspA·I)kt (palreogr.) mark for dele

tion by a dot above or below. f. pp. stem of 
L. e:x:pungere (see next). xvn. 

expunge ekspA·nd3 blot out, efface. XVII. 
- L. expungere mark for deletion by points 
set above or below, f. ex Ex-1 +pungere 
prick j see PUNCTURE, POINT. The Eng. 
sense is due in part to assoc. with sponge. 

expurgate e·kspO'iJgeit amend by the re
moval of objectionable features. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. expurgiire. So expurgA"TIO:>r. 
XV (rare before XVII) j see EX-\ -ATE3 , PURGA
TION. So e:xpurgato·riAL xrx, expu·rga
toRY XVII. - modL. expurgt'itorius, as in 
Index Expurgatorius list of authors and 
writings forbidden by the Church of Rome 
to be read unless expurgated. 

exquisite e·kskwizit, ekskwi·zit tingenious, 
abstruse, choice xv; taccurate, exact; care
fully elaborated; highly cultivated; con
summate XVI; intense; keenly sensitive XVII. 
- L. exquisitus, pp. adj. of exquirere search 
out, f. ex Ex- 1 +qwerere search, seek; see 
-ITE. Cf. QUERY. 

exsert eks;\·.It (bioi.) thrust out or forth. XIX. 
f. exsert-, pp. stem of L. exserere (see EXERT). 

exsiccate e·ksikeit, eksi·keit make dry, dry 
up. xv. f. pp. stem of L. exsicct'ire, f. ex 
Ex-1-t-sicct'ire, f. siccus dry; see -ATE 3• 



EXTANT 

extant e·kstamt, ekstre·nt tstanding out or 
forth; (still) existing. XVI. - L. ex(s)tant-, 
-tins, prp. of exsttire be prominent or visible, 
exist, f. ex Ex-1 +sttire STAND; see -ANT and 
cf. F. extant (xvu). 

extempore ekste·mp;}ri without premedita
tion XVI; adj. XVII; tsb. extempore com
position XVI. f. L. phr. ex tempore on the 
spur of the moment, i.e. ex out of, tempore, 
abl. of tempus time. Also textempory XVII
XVIII. So texte·mporAL1 xvr, extempo
rA'NEous XVII. - L. extemporiilis, late L. 
-tineus. exte·mporARY XVII; after temporary. 
Hence exte·mporiZE. XVIII. 

extend ekste·nd stretch out XIV (Ch.); 
enlarge the scope of; stretch forth, hold out 
XVI. - L. extendere, f. ex EX-1 +tendere 
stretch, TEND1• q The leg. sense 'value, 
assess' (XIV, R. Mannyng) may be an inverse 
development from extent valuation. So ex
te·nSION stretching, distension XIV; enlarge
ment XVI; stateofbeingextended, rangexvn. 
- late L. extensio(n-), -tent-; see TENSION. 
exte·nsiVE distended xv; of large extent 
xvu (Bacon). - F. or late L. exte·nsoR1 

(anat.) extending muscle. xvm. modL. 
exte·nt (hist.) valuation of property XIV (R. 
Mannyng); (leg.) seizure of lands, etc.; 
breadth or width of application, etc. XVI 
(Hooker); length and breadth XVII. - AN. 
extente- medL. extenta, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of extendere. extenuate ekste·njueit tmake 
thin, diminish, tdisparage the magnitude 
of; under-rate, seek to lessen the importance 
of. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. extenuiire, f. ex 
EX-1 +tenuis THIN. So extenUA·TION. XVI. 
- L. In (O)F. extenuer, -ation. 

exterior eksti;}·ri;}.I outer, situated outside. 
xvr. - L. exterior, compar. formation on 
exterus that is outside (itself a compar.), f. 
ex out = Gr. ex EX-1 and 2 ; cf. EXTREME; 
parallel forms are found in W. eithr (:
.,ektros) except, eithaf (:- "ektamos) utter
most, extreme, Ir. im-eachtar outside edge. 

exterminate eksta·.rmineit texpel, banish 
XVI ; destroy utterly XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
extermintire (in class L. only in first sense; in 
Vulg. in second sense), f. ex Ex-1 +terminus 
boundary, TERM; see -ATE3

• So exterminA·
TION. XV. - late L. Cf. (O)F. exterminer, 
-ation. 

external eksta·.rn;}l pert. to the outside or 
exterior. xv. - medL. "externtilis, f. ex
ternus (whence extern XVI), f. exter(us) that 
is outside, f. ex; see EX, -AL1 ; superseded 
earlier extern in gen. use. 

exterritoriality eksterit5rire·Irti condition 
of being considered outside the territory in 
which one resides. XIX. See EX-1• In synco
pated form extrality ekstrre·!iti. XX. Also 
E:XTRAterritoria ·lity. XIX. 

extinct eksti·l)kt that has burned out xv; 
that has died out XVI. - L. ex(s)tinctus, pp. 
of ex(s)tinguere, f. ex Ex-1 +stinguere quench 
(see STICK). So exti·ncTION. XVI. - L. 
extinctio(n-); cf. F. extinction (xvr). extin-

EXTRAORDINARY 

guish eksti•IJgwif. XVI. irreg. f. L. ex
(s)tinguere; see -ISH 2 and cf. distinguish. 

extirpate e·ksta.xpeit root out. XVI. f. pp. 
stem of L. ex(s)tirptire, f. ex Ex-1 +stirps 
stem or stock of a tree; see -ATE 3• 

extol ekstou·l, eksto·l tlift up XV; praise 
highly, boast of xv. - L. extollere, f. ex 
EX-'+tollere raise (cf. TOLERATE). 

extort ekst5·.rt obtain by violent or oppres
sive means. xvr. f. extort-, pp. stern of L. 
extorquere, f. ex Ex-1 +torquere twist (cf. 
TORTURE). So exto·rTION. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-late L. extortio(n-); cf. (O)F. extorsion 
and TORSION. exto·rtionate. XVIII (Mrs. 
Piozzi); superseding textortionable (rare; 
XVII-XVIII), textortionous (occas.; XVII), 
textortious (XVI-XVIII), extortive (XVII-XIX). 
exto·rtionER1 • XIV. 

extra e·kstr;} that is beyond the usual xvm; 
adv., sb. XIX. pro b. short for EXTRAORDINARY, 
as (earlier) F. extra for extraordinaire; cf. G. 
extra (xvm). 

extra- e·kstr;} L. adv.-prep. extra outside 
( contr. of ex terti, abl. fern. of exterus EX
TERIOR) used to form adjs. on the model of 
L. extraordinarius EXTRAORDINARY, extrti
miiranus extramural (f. extrii miiros outside 
the walls), in which an adj. termination is 
added to a phr. consisting of extra governing 
an ace. ; the analysis of such adjs. is often 
felt to be extra+adj., e.g. extraordinary is 
felt as meaning 'outside of being what is 
ordinary'. Other early exx. are e:xtrajudi·
cial, extramu·ndane (late L. extrtimundtinus), 
e:xtraparo·chial, e:xtraprovi·ncial (medL. 
extriiprovinciiilis), which are all XVII. 

extract ekstrre·kt tPP· derived, descended 
XV ; draw out or forth XVI ; take out of, copy 
out XVII. f. extract-, pp. stem of L. extrahere 
(whence F. extraire, etc.), f. ex Ex-'+trahere 
draw (see TRACT). So extract e·kstrrekt sb . 
substance extracted XVI ; passage excerpted 
xv (Pecock). - L. extractum, sb. use of n. pp. 
extra·cnoN lineage, origin xv (Caxton); 
drawing out XVI. - (O)F. -late L. 

extradition ekstr;}di·J;)n delivery of a fugi
tive foreign criminal to the authorities of 
the government which claims him. XIX (De 
Quincey). -F. extradition (Voltaire), f. L. 
ex Ex-'+trtiditio TRADITION. Hence by 
back-formation extradite e·kstradait (XIX), 
suggested by F. extrader (xvm). 

extrados ekstrei·dos (archit.) upper or 
exterior curve of an arch. XVIII. - F. extra
dos, f. L. extrti outside+ F. dos back:- L. 
dorsum (cf. DOSSAL). Cf. intrados. 

extraneous ekstrei·nias of external origin 
or position. xvu. f. L. extraneus (see 
STRANGE); see -EOUS. 

extraordinary ekstra5·.rdin;}ri, ikstr5·~dnri 
that is out of the usual course xv; excep
tional XVI. - L. extraordinarius, f. phr. extrti 
ordinem out of course, in an unusual manner; 
see EXTRA-, ORDINARY, 
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EXTRAPOLATE 

extrapolate ekstne·poleit find by a calcula
tion based on known terms of a series other 
terms outside them. XIX (Gladstone, Airy). 
f. I:-ITERPOLATE by substitution of EXTRA
for inter-. So e:xtrapolA·TioC\1. XIX. 

extravagant ekstrre·v;,g;,nt epithet of cer
tain papal decrees not contained in particu
lar collections XIV (sb. from XVI) ; exceeding 
due bounds XVI. - prp. of medL. extrii
vagtirf, f. extrti+vagiiri wander; see EXTRA-, 
VAGARY, -ANT. The gen. sense depends on 
F. extravagant, It. (e)stravagante. So extra·
vagANCE tdigression XVII (Milton) ; unre
strained excess XVII; excessive prodigality 
XVIII. -F. extravaga·nza -gre·nz::l (mus., 
etc.) extravagant composition. XVIII. - It. 
estrm•aganza (usu. strava-); refash. after 
EXTRA-. 

extravasate ekstrre·v"seit force (fluid, as 
blood) out of its proper vessel. XVII. 
- modL. *extrtiviisiire, f. extrti+vtis vessel; 
see EXTRA-, VASE, -ATE 3

• So extravaSA'TION. 
XVII ; cf. F. extravaser, -vasation. 

extreme ekstri·m last, final (surviving in 
extreme unction) xv; utmost, exceedingly 
great xv (Fortescue); outermost, farthest 
xv. -OF. extt'l!1ne (mod. -eme)- L. extremus 
(super!. carr. to e.xterus EXTERIOR), f. instr. 
form in -e+superl. suffix *-mo- (cf. postre
mus last, supremus SDPREME). So extre
miTY ekstre·miti. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

extricate e·kstrikeit unravel, disentangle. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. extriciire, f. ex E.X-1 + 
tricm perplexities; cf. INTRICATE, and see 
-ATE3 • So extricA·TION. xvn. 

extrinsic ekstri·nsik texterior, extema! XVI; 
pert. to external aspects or conditions XVII. 
-late L. extrinsecus adj. outer, f. L. extrinse
cm adv. outwardly (f. extra, exter EXTRA, 
EXTERIOR+-im, as in interim)+secus along
side of (carr. to Ir. sech beside, beyond, 
OW. hep without, Lett. sec alongside, Skr. 
sdcii with), f. *seqw- follow (cf. SEQDENCE). 
The ending was from the first assim. to -rc 
(cf. INTRINSIC). In (O)F. extrinseque. 

extro- e·kstrou alteration of L. extra out
side, on the analogy of intro-jintrti inside (cf. 
contra-); e.g. extroversion, -vert XVII. 

extrude ekstrii·d thrust out. XVI. - L. extrii
dere, f. ex- Ex-1+trildere thrust (cf. THREAT). 
Hence extru·sroN. XVI: after intrusion. 

exuberant egzjii·b;Jr::lnt growing luxuri
antly, abundantly fertile; abounding in 
health and spirits. xv. - F. exuberant - L. 
exuberant-, -tins, prp. of exilberdre, f. ex 
EX-1+ubertire be fruitful, f. fiber fertile, 
rei. to UDDER; see -ANT. So exu·berA::-~CE. 
XVII. -F.- L. 

exude egzjii·d ooze or sweat out. XVI. - L. 
ex(s)iidiire, f. ex Ex-1+sudiire sWEAT. 

exult egzA·lt tleap up; rejoice exceedingly. 
XVI. - L. ex(s)ultdre, frequent. of exsilire, 
f. ex EX-1+salfre leap (cf. SALIENT). So 
exu·ltANT, XVII, exultA·TION. XV. -L. Cf. 
F. exulter, exultation. 

exuvire egzjii·vii cast skins, shells, etc. xvn. 
L., clothing stripped off, skins of animals, 

EZOD 

spoils, f. exuere divest oneself, f. ex Ex-1 + 
*-ou-, *-eu- (as in induere put on, ENDVE). 

eyas ai·::ls young hawk taken from the nest. 
xv (Book of St. Albans). Alteration of tnias, 
tnyas- (O)F. niais bird taken from the 
nest, (hence, now) silly person, Oit. nidiace 
:-Rom. *nid(i)acem (-ax), f. nidus NEST. For 
the change of a nias to an yas cf. ADDER; sp. 
with ey- may be due to assoc. with ey EGG1• 

eye ai organ of sight; hole (e.g. of a needle). 
One of the IE. names of parts of the body 
(cf. AR"11), but wanting in the Celtic group. 
OE. eage, Anglian ege = OFris. age, OS. oga 
(Du. oog), OHS. ouga (G. auge), ON. auga, 
Goth. augo (Crimean Goth. pl. oeghene) :
CGerm. *augon, rei. ult. to IE. *oqw- (but the 
carr. of Germ. *au to IE. *o is inexplicable), 
on which are based many synon. forms (with 
various modifications), viz. Skr. (Vedic)dkshi 
eye, number two, (dual) sun and moon, Arm. 
akn, Lith. ak)s, OS!. (Russ.) 6ko, dual 6ci, 
Tach. ak, ek, Gr. 6sse (:- *okje) the two eyes, 
6mma (:- *opma), ophthalm6s eye (cf. OPH
THADilc, OPTIC), 6ps face, L. (with dim. 
suffix) oculus ( cf. OCULAR), -ox in atrox, 
ATROCIOUS, jerox FEROC!Ol:S. The OE. pl. 
eagan survives in north. dial. een and arch. 
eyne (Spenser); the pl. in -s dates from XIV. 
(jf For the IE. conditions see esp. Ernout & 
1\!Ieillet s.v. oculus. Camps. eye-BALL1• XVI 
(Sh.). eye·bright plant Euphrasia offici
nalis, formerly used for weakness of the eyes 
(f. bright in the sense 'brightness', 'light'). 
XVI. eye·BROW. XVI; rep!. (dial.) eyebree 
(OE. eagbrfezc). eyeLASH. XVIII. eyeLID. 
XII (eg:elid); cf. OFris. iichlid, iighlid. eye·
SIGHT. XII (eJlze sihlzpe Orm). eyeSORE. XII 
(eagesare). eyeTOOTH. XVI; perh. after Du. 
oogtand, G. augenzahn. eye·wi:TNESS. xvr. 

eyelet ai-lit small hole worked or per
forated in cloth, etc. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
Late ME. oilet, oylette- OF. oillet (mod. 
ceillet), dim. of "toil, ceil :- L. oculu-s EYE; 
see -ET. (jf The present sp. (eylet XVI) and 
pronunc. are due to assoc. with EYE and -LET. 

eyot var. of AlT. 

eyre t;J.I circuit (justic~ in eyr~ itinerant 
judge) xm; circuit court (sp. Air by Scott 
'Lav of the Last Minstrel' IV xxxv). -OF. 
eire.:- L. iter journey. In eyre- A::-l". en eyre, 
as in justices en eyre ( cf. AN. justices errauntz, 
legal L. justiti:e itinerantes). 

eyrie, aerie e;l·ri, ai;J·ri nest of a bird of 
prey. XVI (airie, ay(e)rie). - medL. airea, 
eyria, aeria, aerea, prob. f. (O)F. aire lair of 
wild animals, (earlier also) nature, origin, 
kind (whence ME. aire, e.g. an hauke of 
noble air; cf. OF. unfaucon de gentil aire) = 
Pr. agre family, race, stock :- L. agrum, 
nom. ager piece of ground, (hence in Rom.) 
native country, resting-place, lair (see ACRE 
and cf. AIR, DEBONAIR). (jf The sp. eyerie was 
favoured by Spelman in his 'Glossarium', 
1664, by assoc. with ey EGG1 ; Milton has 
Eyries in 'P.L.' IV 424. 

ezod see IZZARD. 



:F' 
fa fa (mus.) 4th note in Guido's hexachords 

XIV; 4th note of an octave XIX. See UT. 

Fabian fei·bi;m pert. to a policy of delay. 
XIX. - L. Fabianus pert. to a Fabius or the 
gens Fabia, esp. Quintus Fabius Maximus, 
surnamed Cunctator ('delayer') from his 
tactics against Hannibal in the Second 
Punic War. Fabian Society, founded I884 
to prosecute a 'Fabian' policy in the further
ance of socialism. 

fable fei·bl story, legendary fiction XIII; 
plot of a play or poem XVII. - (O)F. fable 
- L. fiibula discourse, story, literary plot, 
f. fari speak (cf. FAME, FATE). So fable vb. 
tell tales XIV; relate as fiction XVI. - OF. 
fabler- L. fiibuldri, f. fabula. 

fabliau fre·bliou medieval French humorous 
tale in verse. XIX (Scott). F. (xvi), evolved 
from OF. (Picard) fablia(u)x, pl. of fable!, 
dim. of fable; see pre c. and -EL •. 

fabric fre·brik edifice xv; construction or 
structure of a building XVII ; textile stuff 
XVIII. - F. fabrique ( = Pr. fabriga, Sp. 
fdbrica, It. fabbrica)- L. fabrica, f. faber 
worker in metal, etc. (cf. FORGE). So fabri
CATE3 fre·brikeit construct xv; inyent, forge 
XVIII. f. pp. stem of L.fabriclire, f.fabrica. 
fabricA·TJON xv. - L. fabrication-em. 

fabulist fre·bjulist composer of fable~. xvi. 
-F. fabuliste, f. L. fabula; see FABLE, -IST. 

fabulous fre·bjul;}s pert. to, of the nature 
of, resembling fables. xv. -F. fabuleux or 
L. fiibulosus, f. fabula FABLE; see -ous. 

faburden see FAUX-BOURDON. 

fa~ade flksa·d principal front of a building. 
XVII. -F. faf:ade, f. face, after It. facciata; 
see next and -ADE. 

face feis visage, countenance XIII ; hence in 
many transf. and fig. uses, some of which 
reflect the primary senses of L. facies. 
- (O)F. face = Pr. fasa, It. faccia, Rum. 
fatii :- Rom. *facia, alteration of L. facies 
(repr. directly by Pr.fatz, Sp. haz, Pg.face) 
form, appearance, visage, aspect, prob. rei. 
to fax (earlier faces) torch, f. *fac- appear, 
shine. Superseded early ME. onsene, OE. 
ansien, andwlfta, -e. Hence vb. xv. faciAL1 

fei-J';:~l t(inf. sight, vision) face-to-face XVII; 
pert. to the face XIX. - medL. facia/is; cf. 
F. facial (rare before XIX). 

facet fre·sit one of the sides of a body that 
has several faces. xvu (Jascet, Bacon). - F. 
facette, dim. of face; see prec. and -ET. 

facetire f;}si·fii pleasantries. XVII (earlier 
anglicized tfacecies; cf. F. faceties). L., pl. 
of facetia jest. So face·trous. XVI. - F. 
facetieux, f. facetie - L. facetia, f. facetus 
(whence tface·te xvn). 

facia var. of FASCIA. 

-facient fei·Ji;}nt terminal el. repr. L. 
-facient-, nom. -faciens, prp. of facere ool, 
in calefacient, liquefacient, rubefacient, f. L. 
calefacere, etc. ; extended to cases like calori
facient, where L. would have the corr. vb. 
in -ficdre and adj. in -ficus. 

facile fre·sail easy xv (Caxton); easily led 
XVI; moving freely xvn. - F. facile or L. 
facilis, f. facere no1 ; see -ILE. So faciliTY 
bsi·liti. xv. - F. or L. faci·litate render 
easy. XVII. - F. faciliter - It. facilitare, f. 
facile (- L. facilis), after L. debiliUire DE
BILITATE, etc. 

facinorous bsi·n;}r;}s (arch.) criminal, in
famous. xvr. - L. facinorosus, f. facinor-, 
facinus (bad) deed, f. facere D01 ; see -ous. 

facsimile freksi·mili exact copy. XVII. 
modL. (orig. two words, and formerly so 
written), f. L. fac, imper. of facere make, 
no1 +simile, n. of similis like, SIMILAR. 

fact fa!kt deed (now only in leg. use after, 
before the fact, etc.); something that has 
occurred, what has happened; truth, reality 
XVI; (pl.) circumstances and incidents of a 
case XVIII. - L. factum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
facere no1 • Hence (after ACTUAL) fa·ctual. 
XIX (Coleridge). Cf. EFFECTUAL. 

faction fre·kf;}n party in a community. XVI. 
- (O)F. faction- L. factio(n- ), f. facere; see 
prec. and -TION, and cf. FASHION, in some 
senses of which this word was formerly used. 
So fa·ctwus. xvr. -F. factieux or L. 
factiosus. 

-faction fre·kf;}n repr. L. -factio(n-), ter
minal el. of sbs. rei. to vbs. in -ficere -FY, 
e.g. satisfaction; extended to cases like 
petrifaction, where the corr. L. vb. would 
be in -ficdre. 

factitious frekti·f;}s tmade by art; made up 
for the occasion. XVII. f. L. facticius, f. 
fact-; see FACT, -ITIOUS. 

factitive fre·ktltiv (gram.) expressing the 
notion of making a thing to be something. 
XIX. - modL.factitivus, f. L.fact-, pp. stem 
of facere; see FACT and -IVE. 

factor fre·kt;J.I agent xv; (math.) any of the 
quantities which multiplied together pro
duce a given quantity XVII. - F. facteur or 
L. factor, f. fact-; see FACT, -OR1

• 

factory fre·kt;:~ri A. factorship, agency (Sc.) 
XVI; B. merchant company's trading station 
XVI; C. manufactory, works XVII. prob. of 
mixed origin; in A repr. medL.factoria (see 
FACTOR, -Y3); in B repr. Pg. feitoria ( = It. 
fattoria, Sp. factoria, F. tfactorie (xv), later 
factorerie); in C, ult.- late L. factorium 
(recorded in the sense 'oil-press'). 



FACTOTUM 

factotum frektou·tam man-of-all-work, 
tbusybody. XVI. - medL. factotum, f. L. 
jac, imper. of facere make, no'+totum the 
whole (cf. TOTAL); in Eng. context first in 
appellatives Johannes Factotum, Dominus or 
Magister Factotum John Do-Everything, 
Mr. Do-Everything; in XVII occurring with
out prefixed words, as already earlier in 
French (tfactoton XVI) and German (XVI). 
Cf. the translation-It. fatutto fusser. 

factum fre·ktam statement of a case. xvm. 
-F. factum, legal use of L. (see FACT). 

facula fre·kjtila luminous spot on the sun. 
XVIII. L., dim. of fac-, fax torch; cf. FACE, 
-ULE. 

faculty fre·kalti ability, capacity; tbranch 
of knowledge (from medL. facultas, tr. Gr. 
dunamis power, as used by Aristotle); de
partment of learning XIV ; power ; licence 
xvr. - (O)F. faculte- L. facultas, f. facilis 
FACILE (cf. early L. facul easily); see -TY. 

fad fred crotchety notion or hobby. XIX. 
Of dial. origin; pro b. the second el. of 
earlier fidfad (XVIII), shortening of FIDDLE
FADDLE; deriv. from F.fadaise (- Pr,fadeza) 
trifle is improbable. 

fade1 feid lose freshness or brightness. XIV. 
-OF. fader, f. fade vapid, dull, faded :
Rom. *fatidu-s, prob. resulting from a 
blending of L.fatuus silly, insipid, FATUOUS 
with vapidus lifeless, spiritless, VAPID. The 
common var. tvade (xv-xvi) is unaccount
able, since nov- forms are extant in F. 

fade 2 fad insipid. XVIII. F. (see prec.). 
tjj The OF. adj. was adopted in ME. in the 
senses 'pale, wan' and 'faded'. 

freces fi·siz dregs xv; excrement xvn. L., 
pl. offcex dregs. Cf. FECULENT. 

faerie, faery fei·ari fairyland, var. of FAIRY, 
perh. based on OF. faerie, adopted by 
Spenser in 'The Faerie Queene' (I590-6) 
to designate his imaginary world of men 
and monsters ; the special form may have 
been chosen either to express his peculiar 
modification of the sense or to exclude un
suitable associations of the usual form fairy. 

Fae:t:"oese, Faroese fcaroui·z, freroui·z 
(pe11:. to) the inhabitants or language of the 
Faeroe or Faroe Islands (Faeroes, Faroes), sp. 
also Faroe, tFeroe (cf. modL. Feroa), situ
ated in the North Sea, between Iceland and 
the Shetland Islands. XIX. The Scand. 
names are: Da. Fcerorne, Sw. Fiiroarne, 
ON. Fcereyjar 'sheep islands' (f. Jeer sheep, 
ey island). f. above forms+-EsE, after Da., 
fceroisk, G. fiiriiisch, etc. 

fag1 freg tsomething hanging loose ; last 
remnant XV ; extreme end XVI (more fully 
fag-end xvu). Of unkn. origin; 'Book of 
St. Albans' Bj has the fiagg or the fagg 
federis. 

fag 2 freg tfiag, decline XVI; work hard, toil; 
tire, weary XVIII; (from the sb.) act as a fag 
XIX. Of unkn. origin; cf. FLAG4• Hence fag 
sb. drudgery, fatigue; in Eng. public schools, 

FAIR 

junior who performs duties for a semor 
XVIII (per h. assoc. with fatigue). 

fag 3 freg (sl.) cigarette. Abbrev. ofjag-end. 
XIX. 

faggot fre·gat bundle of sticks, etc., tied 
together. XIII. - (O)F. fagot- It. fagotto 
(whence also Pr. fagot, Sp. fagoto), dim. of 
Rom. *facus, back-formation on Gr.phdkelos 
bundle. 

Fahrenheit fre·ranait, fii·ranhait mercurial 
thennometer named after its inventor, Fah
renheit ( r 686-I 736), Pruss ian physicist. XVIII. 

faience fajii's porcelain. XVIII. F. faience 
short for poterie or vaisselle de Faience, i.e. 
pottery or ware of the Italian town Faenza 
(L. Faventia). 

fail1 feil default (now only in without fail). 
xm. -OF. fail(l)e, f. Jaillir (see next). 

fail 2 feil be wanting or insufficient ; lose 
power ; fall or come short, be in default. 
xm. - (O)F.faillir be wanting= Pr.falhir 
:- Rom. *fallire, for L. fallere deceive, and 
used in the sense 'disappoint expectation, 
be wanting or defective'. So failure 
fei·ljal default; want of success. XVII. orig. 
Jailer- AN. (legal) Jailer, for OF. faillir, 
inf. used as sb. (see -ER5); altered to jailor, 
-our, and finally to failure, by assim. to the 
suffixes -OR2, -URE (cf. leisure, pleasure). 

fain fein (arch.) glad, happy; used advb. 
gladly, willingly. XII. OE. fceg(e)n, carr. to 
OS.fagan, -in, 0-;\:..feginn :-Germ. *fagin-, 
-an-, f. CGerm. *fax-, repr. by OE. gejeon 
(:- *gefehan), pt. gefeah, OHG. gifehan re
joice, and OE. gefea, OHG. gijeho, Goth. 
faheps joy; ult. origin unkn. 

faineant fei·nea idler. xvn. F. (also tfait
neant) do-nothing, etymologizing sp. (fait 
does, 3rd sg. affaire, neant nothing) of OF. 
faignant sluggard, prp. of faindre skulk (see 
FEIGN). 

fain(s) fein(z) (sl.) used in formula:, e.g. 
fain(s) I, Jainit, deprecating further actions. 
XIX. var. offen, clipped form ofFEND, in the 
sense 'forbid' or 'ward off'. 

faint feint tfeigned; tsluggish XIII ; tweak, 
sickly ; inclined to swoon XIV ; languid, 
feeble; indistinct XVI. -OF. faint, feint 
feigned, sluggish, cowardly, pp. of faindre 
feindre FEIGN. Cf. FEINT. Hence faint vb. 
XIV. 

fair1 feal beautiful; pleasing OE. ; free from 
blemish XII ; favourable XIII; light-coloured 
)(dark XVI. OE.fceger = OS., OHG. /agar, 
ON.fagr, Goth.fagrs (only in n.fagrfitting; 
cf. gafahrjan prepare) :- CGerm. "'fagraz, 
pro b. f. *fag- with r-suffix as in BITTER; 
referred by some to IE. *pok-, repr. by 
Lith. pziosti adorn, Lett. pohsohu cleanse, 
SW<:ep. 

fair 2 fe~l periodical gathering of buyers and 
sellers. XIII (D. Sirith). - OF. Jeire (mod. 
foire) = Pr. feira, It. fiera, Pg. feira :-late 
L. feria, sg. of class. L. ferice holiday, older 
jesire, rei. to festus (see FEAST, FERIA, FESTIVE). 
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FAIRY 

fairy fE;,•ri tfairy-land; tfairy-folk; 
tmagic; diminutive supernatural being. 
XIV. -OF. faerie, faierie (mod. jtierie), f. 
fae FAY2 ; see -ERY. Cf. FAERIE. «][ The 
application to a single being is peculiar to 
Eng. Hence fai·ryr.AND (Sh.); fairy-tale 
(1750), tr. F. conte de jtfes 'tale of fairies'. 

faith feip trust; belief; faithfulness; loyalty. 
XII. ME. fe];, feij;- AN. fed, OF. feid, feit 
(pronounced feij:>) FAY1 = Pr. fe, nom. fes, 
Sp., Pg. je (cf. AUTO-DA-FE), It. fede :- L. 
fidem, nom. fides f. *fid-, var. of *fid- in 
fidus trustworthy, fidere trust, rei. to Gr. 
peithein (pf. pepoitha) persuade, pistis faith, 
pist6s faithful, Alb. be oath, f. IE. *bhidh-, 
*'bheidh-, *bhoidh- (cf. FEDERAL). Final -th 
may have been supported by truth. In 
theo!. uses faith renders ecclL. fides, which 
translates Gr. 1rtans of the N.T. Hence 
faithFUL1• XIII (Cursor M.). 

fake feik 'do', do for, do up (orig. thieves' 
sl.). xrx. Later form of tfeak, tfeague beat, 
thrash- G. fegen polish, furbish, sweep, 
(sl.) thrash, scold, rate. Bence as sb. 

fakir faki;,·.r, fei·ki;,.r, fa·ki;,.r Mahom
medan religious mendicant or ascetic. XVII. 
-(partly through F. faquir) Arab. faqir 
poor, poor man. 

Falangist blle·nd3ist adherent of the 
Falange (spec. use of falange PHALANX), Sp. 
Fascist party founded by Jose Antonio 
Prima de Rivera in 1933; see -IST. 

falbala fre·lb;,l;,. XVIII; see FURBELOW. 

falcate fre·lkeit (nat. hist.) sickle-shaped. 
XIX. - L. falcatus, f. falc-, falx sickle; see 
-ATE 2• So fa·lcatED 1• XVIII. 

falchion fiHJi;:,n broad curved convex
edged sword. XIV. ME. fauchoun- OF. 
fauchon = It. falcione :- Rom. *falciii(nem), 
f. L. falci-, falx sickle. Latinized sp. with l 
appears XVI. 

falcon f5·(1)k;m small diurnal bird of prey 
xm; light cannon xv (so falconet XVI- It. 
falconetto; for such use of a bird-name cf. 
musket). ME. faucon - (O)F. faucon, obi. 
case of fauc = Pr. fauc, fauc6, Sp. halc6n, 
Pg. falciio, It. falco, tfalcone :-late L. fal
co(n-), expl. by Festus as f. falx scythe, 
from the bird's sickle-like claws, but perh. 
- Germ. "'falkon, repr. by OE. personal 
name Falca = OS., OHG. falco (Du. valk, 
G.jalke). The survival of OE.jalcen (found 
in place-names, like heajoc hawk) is not 
probable, the earliest endings, -on, -un, 
pointing to AN. origin. So falconER 2 

f5·(1)k;,n;,.r. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. fauconnier. 
«][ Sp. (l) xv after Latin. 

falderal freld;,rre·l trifle, gewgaw. XIX 
(earlier xvm as a meaningless refrain). 
Obscurely rei. to FAL-LAL. 

faldstool f5·ldstiil movable prayer-desk 
XVII; armless chair used by prelates, etc. 
XIX. - medL. faldistolium- WG. *faldistol 
= late OE. freldestol, jyld(e)stol :- Germ. 
•jal]Jistolaz, f, "'/al];anFOLD"+ ~~'stolazSTOOL. 

FALLOW 

tFaldistory has also been used (XVII-XVIll) 
- medL. faldistorium or Sp., Pg. faldistorio, 
It. jaldistoro. Cf. FAUTEUIL. 

Falernian f;,l;}·mi;,n. xvm. f. L. Falernus, 
name of a territory in Campania, Italy, 
famed for its wines; see -IAN. 

falP f51 descent XII (Orm); lapse into sin 
(AncrR.); falling from an erect posture XIII 
(Cursor M.); downward motion XIV (see 
WATERFALL), autumn (orig. tfall of the leaf); 
'falling' article of dress XVI. ME. fal(l), 
superseding OE. (ge)feall andfrell,jell,fiell, 
fyll (:- *falliz); partly- ON .fall fall, death 
in battle, sin, downfall (cf. OS., OHG.jal); 
partly a new formation on FALL3• 

falP f5l trap. OE.jealle in miisfealle mouse
trap, surviving in PITFALL, and in Sc. mouse
jaw, rattan-jaw. 

fall 3 f51 pt. fell, pp. fallen descend, sink; 
gen. )( 1·ise. OE. feallan, }allan, pt. feoll, 
pp.feallen = OFris., ON.jalla, OS., OHG. 
fallan (Du. vallen, G. fallen, fie!, gefallen) :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) red up!. str. vb. *}allan, 
pt. "'fefell-, rei. to Lith. pulti fall, Arm. p'ul 
downfall. Cf. FELL 4 • 

fall' f51 (Sc.) cry uttered when a whale is 
sighted. XVII. Local Sc. pronunc. of WHALE 
(in Aberdeenshire zvh is pronounced f). 

fallacy fre·l;,si deception XV (Caxton) (also 
tfallas XIV); logical flaw; delusive notion 
XVI; delusive nature XVIII. - L. fallacia, f. 
fallac-, fallax, f. fallere deceive (cf. FALSE). 
(tFallace - (O)F. jallace, was earlier.) So 
fallacious f;,lei·fas. XVI. -(O)F.fallacieux. 
See -ACY, -Acrous. 

fal-lal fre·llre·l piece of finery. XVIII. One 
of various redupl. formations expressing the 
notion of something trivial, perh. suggested 
by FALBALA. 

fallible fre·libl liable ro err or be deceived. 
xv (Hoccleve, Lydg.; Pecock has fallable). 
- medL. fallibilis, f. fallere deceive; see 
FALSE, -IBLE. 

Fallopian frelou·pi;,n (anat.) applied to 
parts described by Gabriella Fal/opio 
(1523-62), It. anatomist. XVIII; see -IAN. 

fallow1 fre·lou ploughed or arable land OE.; 
ground ploughed and harrowed but left un
cropped. XVI. OE. fealh, fealg- = MLG. 
valge (G. felge); used as adj. XIV. Hence 
fa·llow vb. break up (land) as for sowing. 
OE.jealgian = MHG. va[gen, velgen. 

fallow• fre·lou reddish-yellow (now only 
in fallow deer). OE.falu (fealu), ob!.jealwe, 
etc. = OS. falu (Du. vaal), OHG. falo (G. 
fahl falb), ON. jr,Jlr (pl. jr.Jlvar) :- CGerm. 
(ex~. Goth.) *falwaz :- CI.E. *polwos, f. 
*pol- *pel- *pl-, as repr. by Skr. palitds 
grey, Gr. poli6s, pelitn6s grey, pell6s dark
coloured, L. pallere be PALE, pullus grey, 
blackish, (O)Ir., Gael. liath, W. llwyd (:
*pleitos) grey, OS!. plavu (:- *polz.'ll) white. 
«][ The Germ. word is the source of F. 
jauve, It. falbo. 
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FALSE 

false P.lls wrong; untrue, deceitful; spuri
ous. OE. fals adj. in false gewihta wrong 
weights, falspening counterfeit penny (cf. 
ON. falspeningr) and sb. (= ON. fals) 
'fraud, deceit, falsehood'- L.falsus adj. and 
falsum sb. n., prop. pp. of fallere deceive. 
In ME. reinforced by or newly- OF. fals, 
faus, fem.false (mod.faux,jausse) = Pr.fals, 
Sp., It.falso :- L.falsu-s, -a. Hence fa·lse
HOOD. XIV (preceded by tfalshede XIII-XVI). 
fa·lsiFY. xv. - (O)F. or late L. fa·lsiTY. 
XVI. - L.falsitiis; cf. ME.fals(e)tetreachery, 
fraud- OF. falsete (mod. faussete). 

falsetto f::Jlse·tou (mus.) voice of a register 
above the natural. xvm. It., dim. of /also 
FALSE. 

falter fo·lta~ stumble in step or speech XIV; 
give way, waver XVI. Of obscure origin; 
possibly f. ME.falde FOLD 2 (which was used 
esp. of the faltering of the legs and the 
tongue)+-ter, as in TOTTER. 

fame feim reputation; trumour. XIII. 
- OF. fame (now fame in comps. only) -
L. /lima = Gr. pMme, (Doric) phdma, f. 
•bhl'l- in L.fliri, Gr. phdnai speak (cf. FABLE, 
FATE). So fa·mous renowned, celebrated. 
XIV (Ch.).- AN. famous, OF. fameus (mod. 
-eux)- L.fam6sus. 

family f~·mili group of relatives, kindred 
xv; household of parents, children, servants 
XVI. - L. familia household, f. famulus 
servant; see -Y 3• Earlier Sc. famyle (Wyn
toun), later famell (Douglas)- (O)F.famille. 
So familiAR fami·lja~. XIV (R. Rolle, Ch.). 
Early forms familier, famuler are- (O)F. 
familier, tfamulier, but forms in -iar(e) are 
also early and reflect the orig. L. familiaris. 
fami·liariZE. XVII. -F. familiariser (XVI). 
familiariTY -re·riti. XIII. -F.- L. 

famine fre·min extreme dearth, extreme 
hunger. XIV (PPl., Ch., Gower). - (O)F. 
famine, f. faim hunger = Pr., Cat. /am, 
It. fame, Rum. foame :- L. fame-s (cf. 
Sp. hambre, Pg. fome, Rum. t foamine :
Rom. •jamini-s). 

famish f~·mif reduce to the extremities of 
hunger. XIV. Extended form (after vbs. in 
-ISH') of ME. fame (xiv), aphetic- OF. 
afamer (mod. affamer} = Pr. afamar, It. 
affamare :-Rom. •affamt'irP-, f. L. ad AF-+ 
fames hunger j cf. DISTINGUISH, EXTINGUISH. 

fan1 fren instrument for winnowing grain 
OE. ; instrument for agitating the air XIV 
(Ch.). OE.fann-L. vannus. Hence fan vb. 
OE. fannian. fa·nLIGHT' fan-shaped win
dow over a door. XIX. 

fan1 fren abbrev. of FANATIC. An early 
isolated bse (phan, fann) is recorded from 
late XVII ; the present use dates from late 
XIX and is orig. U.S. 

fanatic fame·tik tfrenzied, as through 
divine or demonic possession XVI ; marked 
by excessive enthusiasm xvu; sb. t(reli
gious) maniac; unreasoning enthusiast XVII. 

FANTEE 

-F. fanatique (Rabelais) or L. ft'int'iticus 
pert. to a temple, inspired by a deity (spec. 
of priests of Bellona, Cybele, and other 
goddesses in whose temples they lived), 
frenzied, f. flinum temple, FANE; see -ATIC. 
Also fana·tiCAL. XVI. Hence fana·ticiSM. 
XVII; also tfa·natism (XVII-XVIII)- F. 

fancy fre·nsi arbitrary or capricious prefer
ence, individual taste XV (tlove XVI); 
imagination (but later dist. from this) XVI; 
invention XVII. Early forms /antsy, fansey 
(Paston Letters), contr. of FANTASY. Hence 
fa·ncy vb. XVI; or partly contr. of fantasy 
vb. (xv)- OF. fantasier. 

fandangle fre·ndreiJgl trifling ornament, 
trinket, tomfoolery. XIX. perh. alteration 
(after newfangle) of FANDANGO, which was 
occas. used earlier in this sense ; cf. dial. 
fandangs trinkets, antics, tfandangous (xvm) 
nonsensical. 

fandango frendre·l)gou lively Sp. dance. 
XVIII. - Sp. fandango, per h. of negro origin. 

fane fein (poet.) temple. XIV. - L. ft'inum, 
prob. :- •fasnom (cf. Oscan fiisnam, Urn
brian fesnafe), and rei. to jerire, earlier jlsire 
(see FERIAL). Often sp. phane XV-XVII. 

fanfare fre·nft:a.I flourish (of trumpets, etc.). 
XVII (famphar, Montgomerie). -F. fanfare 
of imit. origin. 

fang freiJ tA. capture, catch XI; B. canine 
tooth, tusk XVI ; root of a tooth or prong of 
this XVII. Late OE.fang (rep!. native/eng= 
ON. fengr :- •favgiz)- ON. fang capture, 
grasp, embrace = OFris., OS., OHG. fang 
(Du. vang catch, stay, MHG. vane, G.fang), 
f. Germ. •favg-, •favx-, repr. by OE. fan 
capture, pt. feng, pp. fangen = OFris. fa, 
OS., OHG.ft'ihan, ON.jd, Goth.fahan, rei. 
to L. pangere fix (cf. PACT, PEACE); the de
velopment of sense B is obscure. 

fan-tan fre·ntren Chinese gambling game 
depending on divisions by four. XIX. Chin. 
fan t'an repeated divisions. 

fantasia frentei ·zia musical composition in 
which form is subordinated to fancy. XVIII. 
It.; see FA::-:ITASY. 

fantastic frentre·stik timaginary XIV ; 
timaginative xv; extravagantly fanciful XVI. 
- (O)F. fantastique- medL. fantasticus, late 
L. phantasticus- Gr. phantastikds, f. phantd
zein make visible, phantdzesthai have visions, 
imagine; cf. next and see -IC. So fanta·sti
CAL. xv. The sp. with ph- was frequent 
c. I6oo-18oo. 

fantasy, phantasy fre·ntasi tmental appre
hension; tphantom; tdelusive imagination; 
baseless supposition XIV; changeful mood 
xv; imagination XVI. -OF. fantasie (mod. 
fantaisie) = Pr. fantazia, etc., It. fantasia 
- L. phantasia- Gr. phantasit'i appearance 
(later, phantom), mental process, sensuous 
perception, faculty of imagination, f. phantd
zein; see prec. and -Y3• Cf. FANCY. 

fantee, fanti fre·nti phr. go fantee live like 
a native. XIX (Kipling). Name of a tribe 
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FANTIGUE 

of the Gold Coast, Africa, related to the 
Ashanti. 

fantigue f.:enti·g (dial.) state of excitement. 
XIX. perh. based on FANTASY. 

fantoccini f.:entotfi·ni puppet show. xvm. 
It., pl. ofjantoccino, dim. ofjantoccio puppet, 
f. fante servant, aphetic of infante INFANT. 

faquir var. of FAKIR. 

far fii.I at or to a great distance. OE.jeor(r) 
= OFris. fer, fir, OS. fer, ferro (Du. ver), 
OHG.fer,ferro, ON.fjarri, Goth.Jairra:
Germ. *ferro, compar. formation on *fer
:- IE. *per-, repr. by Skr. pdra, Gr. ptlrii 
further, Olr. ire beyond. 

farad f.:e·r.:ed (electr.) unit of capacity. 
r88r. f. name of Michael Faraday, English 
electrician (r79r-r867), with assim. to the 
suffix -AD1• 

farce1 fi.iJs tstuff, cram XIV (Barbour, Ch.); 
season, 'spice' XIV (RoUe). - OF. farsir 
(mod. farcir) = Pr. farsir :- L. farcire. 

farce 2 fi.i.Is short dramatic work the sole 
object of which is to excite laughter. XVI. 
- F. farce (XVI), in OF. stuffing, f. farcir 
:- L.farcir~ stuff, FARCE\ in medL. pad out, 
interlard. The term, in latinized formfarsa, 
farcia, was applied in XIII to phrases inter
polated in the liturgical kyrie eleismt (e.g. 
kyrie genitor ingenite, vera essentia, eleism1) 
and to passages in French inserted in the 
Latin text of the epistle at Mass ( cf. medL. 

FARSED 

PORE, PORT1). The str. pt. for was partly 
superseded by the pt. ferd(e) of synon. jere 
(OE. feran) until the wk. inflexion was 
regularized to fared in XVI. Hence farewell 
str. variable (arch.) int. ('proceed happily'; 
see WELL 2

), orig. imper. phr. addressed to 
one setting out, now equiv. to Good-bye!; 
also as sb. XIV (PPJ., Ch., Gower). 

farinaceous frerinei · Ji;:>s of flour or meal. 
XVII. f. late L. fariniiceus, f. farina, f. jar 
com (cf. BARLEY); see -ACEOD'S. 

farm faJm fixed annual payment as rent, 
etc. XI!l (orig. in to farm, at or in farm); 
tract of land leased; farm-house XVI. ME. 
ferme- (O)F. Jenne :- medL. firma fixed 
payment, f. L. firmiire fix, settle, confirm, 
in medL. contract for, f. firmus FIRM1 • 

Hence farm vb. trent xv; let or lease out 
xvr. So fa·rmEH 2 co1lector of revenue; 
bailiff, ste;vard XIV; cultivator of a farm XVI. 
lVIE. jermour- AN. fermer, (O)F. Jermier, 
which combined the uses ofmcdL.firmarius 
and firmiitor; in the more mod. uses appre
hended as f. farm vb. + -ER1• 

faro fe;)'rou gambling card-game. XVIII. 
quasi-phonetic sp. oft Pharaoh, var. oft Pha
raon, tFarro -F. pharaon, title (-late L. 
Pharao(n-), Gr. Phara6, He b. Par'oh- Egyp
tian Per'o lit. 'great house', i.e. royal house 
or estate) of the kings of ancient Egypt, 
which is said to have been applied orig. to 
the king of hearts in the game. 

epistolafarcita); hence to impromptu ampli- farouche freri'd shy and repe1lent. XVIII. 
fications of the text of religious plays, whence F., alteration of OF. faroche, beside forache 
the transition to the present sense was easy. (cf. dial. fourtiche, etc.) ~ Pr. ferotge, It. 
The medL. forms have been anglicized by tforastico :- medL. forasticu-s, f. L. joras 
eccl. antiquaries in the form farse for litur- out-of-doors (see FOREIGN). 
gical uses of sb. and vb. Hence fa·rciCAL. farrago brei·gou medley. xvn. _ L. 
XVIII; after comical, tragical. farrago orig. mixed fodder for cattle, f.jarr-, 

farcy fi.i·.1si disease of horses allied to jar corn, spelt (cf. BARLEY). 
glanders. xv. Earlier farcin- F. farcin :- farrier fre·ri;JJ shoeing-smith, veterinary 
late L. farciminum (Vegetius), beside farci- surgeon. XVI. _OF. ferrier :- L. jerriiriu-s, 
men, f. jarcire FARCE

1
; so named from the f. ferrum horseshoe, prop. iron (cf. FER-

~~[~~y;; ~~fi~~~s ~t~~;J~~~~;~~ c~~:oc;:y~ ~~~I~)! ;H~~~:r;:~~1e!£~r~~~~;i!:;;~ur;:e~~ 
fardel fii·.1dl (arch.) bundle, parcel. XIII XVIII. 

(Cursor M.). - OF. fardel (mod. Jardeau) 
burden, load = Pr. fardel, It. fardello :- farrow

1 f.:e·rou tyoung pig OE.; litter of 
dim. of Rom. *fardum (Olt., Sp. fardo; cf. pigs. XVI. OE. j<erh (fearh) = OS. *jarh 
Sp., Pg. alfarda notch) _ Arab. jard, farda (whence dim. MLG. ferken, Du. ~·arken), 
notch of an arrow, numbering, camel-load, OHG. Jarah (whence dim. OHG. farhilin, 
clothing; see -EL•. G.ferkel) :-WGerm. *farxaz :-IE. *porkos, 

whence L. porcus (see PORK), Gr. porkos 
fare1 fE~.I tjourney OE. ; passage money pig, Lith. parsas gelded pig, OS!. pras!), 

xv; passenger XVI; tprocedure; tcondition; Olr. ore. Hence fa·rrow vb. xm (pp. 
(supply of) food XIII. orig. two words, iuemwed). 
(i) OE. j<er str. n. = OHG. far transit, 
landing-place, harbour, ON. far ;- Germ. farrow• fre·rou (Sc.) not in calf. xv (ferow). 
*jaram; (ii) OE. faru str. fern. = OFris. - Flem. ~·erwe, varwe, in verwekoe, varwekoe, 
J' J' MLG MHG ON J' tverrekoe cow that has become barren; of Jare, Jere, . vare, . var, •. J'JT unkn. origin. 
:- Germ. *faro, f. base of next. 

fare• fE;:>~ tgo a journey; get on (wel1 or ill) farsang fii'.IS<e!J PARASANG. XVII. Pers. 
OE.; tbehave, act; happen. XIII. Now only farsed fiiJst (of speech) embe11ished xv; 
literary. OE. faran, pt. for, pp. faren = (of a liturgical formula) amplified by inter-
OFris., ON.jara, OS., OHG., Goth.faran polation XIX. - medL. jarcftus (as in 
(Du. varen, G. fahren) :- CGerm. ""faran, epistola farcita farced epistle), pp. of L. 
f. "'far- :- IE. "'por- (cf. FORD! EMPORIUM, farcire stuff; so F. epftre, hymne farcie. 
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FART 

fart fii.rt break wind. OE. *feortan (in 
feorting vbl. sb.), ME. uerten (XIII), corr. to 
MLG. verten, OHG.ferzan, MHG. verzen, 
vurzen (G. farzen, furzen), ON. (with 
metath.) freta :- CGerm. *fertan, *farlan, 
*furtan :- IE. base *perd- *pord- *prd-, as 
repr. by Skr. pard-, Prd-, Av. paradm (3rd 
pl.), Alb. pjerdh (rst sg.), Gr. perdein, aor. 
epm·don, pf. peporda, pord~ sb., Lith. perdiiu, 
Russ. perdet'. 

farther fii·.ro;u to or at a more advanced 
point or greater distance. XIII ; adj. more 
distant; additional. ME. f;•rper (Cursor M.), 
var. of FURTHER, which came to be used as 
a compar. of FAR instead of tfarrer, earlier 
tferrer, a new formation with -ER 3 on the 
orig. compar. (OE. fierr :- *ferriz). So 
fa·rthEST adj. XIV (fer pest), adv. (xvi). 

farthing fii·.rbil) fourth of a penny. OE. 
feor]Jing, -ung, f. feorjJa FOURTH, perh. after 
ON. fj6riJungr quarter; see -ING3

• 

farthingale fii·.JoiiJgeil hooped petticoat. 
XVI. (Early forms vard-, •verd-, fard-)- OF. 
verdugale, vertugalle, altered- Sp. verdugado, 
f. verdugo rod, stick, f. verde green (cf. VERT). 

fasces f::e·siz (Rom. antiq.) bundle of rods 
with an axe in the middle. XVI. L., pl. of 
fascis bundle, rei. to fascia (see next). 

fascia f::e·Ji;> (archit.) long flat surface or 
band XVI; (anat.) sheath investing an organ. 
XVIII. - L. fascia band, fillet, casing of a 
door, etc., rei. to fascis (see prec.). 

fascicle f::e·sikl bundle, cluster xv; part or 
number of a work XVII. L. fasciculus, dim. 
offascis (see FASCEs). Also fa·scicule. XVII; 
after F.; and in L. form XVIII. 

fascinate f::e·sineit cast a spell over, be
witch. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. fasciniire, 
f. fascinum spell, witchcraft. So fascinA·
TION. XVII. - L. 

fascine fresi·n (fortif.) long faggot. -F. 
fascine- L. fascina, f. fascis bundle. 

Fascist fre· Jist, f::e·sist orig. member of the 
Fascia nazionale di combattimento 'national 
fighting force', formed by Benito Mussolini 
in :VIarch I9I9 to combat communism. -It. 
fascista, f. fascio bundle, sheaf, assemblage, 
association (of forces) = F. faix, etc. :- L. 
fascis; see FASCES and -rsT. So Fa·scrsM. 

fash f;eJ (chiefly Sc.) annoy, trouble. xvr. 
-early modF. fascher (now flicher) :- Rom. 
*fastidiciire (cf. Pr. fastic;(sb.) disgust,fasti
gos scornful, enfastif.{at disgusted), f. L.jastus 
disdain (cf. FASTIDIOUS). 

fashion f::e·J;,n make, shape XIII; mode, 
manner XIV; established custom, conven
tional usage xv. ME. faciun (Cursor M.), 
fasoun, fassoun- A:-J. fasun, (O)F. fayon = 

Pr. faisso, It. fazione :- L. faction-, f. fact-, 
facere to make, DO: cf. FACTION. The L. 
word was used rarely in the sense 'making', 
chiefly in the sense 'party, sect, faction' ; the 
senses 'manner of action', 'mode', 'custom' 
a.re of Rom. development. Hence fa·shion 

FAT 

vb. xv (Lydg.); after (O)F. fafonner. fa·
shionABLE conforming to the fashion. XVII 
(Sh.). 

fast1 fast firm OE.; rapid (evolved from 
the corr. use of the adv.) xvr; dissipated 
XVIII. OE.f<est = OFris.fest, OS. fast (Du. 
vast), OIIG.festi (G.fest), ON.fastr; prob. 
orig. :- CGerm. *jastuz (but transf. to other 
declensions in some langs.), rei. to Arm. hast 
firm :- *pazdu. The base is repr. in Gothic 
only by fastan keep, guard, observe (a fast) 
andfastubni observance, fasting; OE. had a 
mutated f;estan ( = ON. festa) make fast. 
So fast adv. firmly OE.; closely; quickly; 
rapidly XIII; dissipatedly XVII (Dryden). OE. 
f;este ~= OS. fasto (Du. vast), OHG. fasto 
firmly, closely, quickly (G. fast almost), ON. 
fast firmly, hard (as of drinking), soundly (as 
of sleeping) :- Germ. *fast6, f. *fastuz. 

fast• fast abstain from food. OE.f<estan = 
OFris. festia, (M)Du. vasten, OHG. fasten 
(G. fasten), ON. fasta, Goth. fastan :
CGenn. *fastejan, f. *fastuz; see prec. 
The gen. sense was 'hold fast', hence 'keep, 
observe' (as in Gothic), of which 'observe 
abstinence' was a spec. application; cf. the 
eccl. use of L. observiire, observantia. So 
fast fast act or season of fasting. xn. 
-OK fasta = OS., OHG. fasta; f. Germ. 
*fastefan. The OE. form was f;esten, :\1E. 
fasten (to XIII). Also fa·st-day. XIII; after 
ON. /Qstudagr. 

fasten fa·sn testablish, settle OE.; make 
fast, secure XII; become fixed or attached 
xm. OE. j<estnian = OFris. jestna, OS. 
fastn6n, OHG. fastin6n, fest- :- WGerm. 
*fastin6jan, f. *fastuz FAST1 : see -EN5 • 

fasti f::e·stai ancient Roman legal calendar; 
annals. XVII (B. Jonson). L., pl. of fiistus 
(dies) lawful (day), i.e. on which courts sat, 
f. fas right, law (cf. izistus JUST, f. izis), pro b. 
rei. to fiiri speak, and he"nce prop. 'declara
tion, sentence'. 

fastidious f::esti·di;,s tdisdainful, scornful 
xv; easily offended XVII. - L. fastidi6sus, f. 
fastidium loathing; see -rous; cf. F. fasti
dieux. Cf. L. fastus, FASH. 

fastness fa·stnes quality of being fast; 
stronghold. OE. f<estnes, f. FAST1+ -NESS; 
for the concr. use of -NESS cf. u·ilderness and 
the parallel use of the abstr. suffix of OF. 
ferte fortress ( ~ Pr. fermetat :- L. firmitii
tem, -tiis) and of G. festung. 

fat1 f::et well-fed, plump; containing adipose 
or oily matter, obese; and in various transf. 
uses ; also as sb. fat substance or matter. 
OE.fait(t) ~ OFris.fatt,fett, MDu., MLG. 
vett (Du. •vet), OHG. fei,;;it (G. feist; fett is 
- LG.) :- \VGerm. *faitioa, pp. formation 
on *faitjan fatten (OHG. veiijijen, ON.feita), 
f. Germ. *faitaz adj. fat, repr. by OS. feit, 
OHG. feiz, ON. feitr (cf. feiti fatness, jita 
sb. fat) ; perh. to be referred to IE. *poid
*pid-, with the basic meaning 'gush forth', 
as in Gr. piduein gush, pldax spring, Oir. esc 



FAT 

(:- *pidska) water, Gael. uisg (cf. WHISKY); 
an extension of *poi- *p!f be swollen, gush 
out, variations of which are seen in several 
words denoting fatness, e.g. Skr. pivli, Gr. 
pfar, pion, pimeU, L. opimus, pinguis. So 
fat vb. surviving in arch. fatted calf; OE. 
j:Ettian. fa·tLING1• XVI (Tindale). fa·ttEN5• 

OE. (ge)fmttnian. fa·ttY1• XIV. 

fat• obs. form of VAT. 

fatal fei·t:Jl tfated; fateful XIV (Ch.); of 
fate or destiny xv; (in weakened sense) 
disastrous XVII (Dryden ; cf. the trivial use 
of F.). - (O)F. fatal or L. jatalis, f. jatum 
FATE; see -AL1• So fataliTY f;:~ta:·llti. XV 
-F. or late L. fa·talrsM, -IST. XVII; cf. F. 
fatalisme, -iste (XVI), perh. the immed. 
source, and It. fatalismo. 

Fata Morgana fa·t:J m5.Iga·n;:~ mirage seen 
on the Calabrian coast, once attributed to 
fairy agency. XIX. It.fata Morgana Morgan 
le Fay (i.e. M. the fairy or witch; see FAY 2), 

one of King Arthur's sisters possessing 
magic powers; Morgana (-Arab. margiin 
coral- Gr. margarites pearl; cf. MARGUERITE) 
was used as a female name. 

fate feit predetermination of events ; pre
destined lot XIV (Ch.); destiny, spec. fatal 
end xv; goddess of destiny xv. Not com
mon before XVI; Ch. has three examples, all 
in 'Troilus & Criseyde' bk. v. Orig.- It. 
jato, later- its source L. fiitum, sb. use of 
n. pp. of fari speak ( cf. FABLE, FAME). The 
primary sense of the L. word was 'sentence 
or doom', sci!. of the gods ; later it was used 
as the equiv. of Gr. moira, which was orig. 
'lot', 'portion', but came to express the 
impersonal power by which events are deter
mined. The L. pl. fiita is repr. by FAY 2• 

Hence fa·teFUL1• XVIII (Pope). 

father fii·~:J.J male parent. CGerm. and IE. 
term of family relationship like brother, etc. 
OE. fmder = OFris. feder, OS. fadar (Du. 
vader), OHG. fater (G. vater), ON. fa/Jir, 
Goth. fadar (once only, the ordinary word 
being atta) :- CGerm. "'fader:- IE. *p<Jdr, 
repr. also by L. pater, Gr. patir, Skr. pitar-, 
Arm. hayr, Oir. athir (Ir., Gael. athair), 
Toch. pacar. «][ For the change of d to ~ cf. 
mother, gather, hither, together, whether. 
Hence fa·therLAND. XVII (esp. tr. Du. 
vaderland, G. vaterland). 

fathom fa:· tim tembrace; tcubit; length 
made by the outstretched arms, 6 feet. OE. 
fmpm, carr. to OFris. fethem, OS. faomos 
pl. two arms outstretched (Du. vadem, 
vaam 6 feet), OHG. fadum cubit (G. faden 
6 feet), ON. faomr embrace, bosom :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fapmaz, f. base *fajJ
(cf. MHG. vade, Goth. fapa enclosure) :
IE. *pot- *pet- *pt-, whence also L. patere 
be open (cf. PATENT), G. petalos spreading, 
broad (cf. PETAL); formally identical words 
mean 'thread'. So fa·thom vb. tencircle, 
embrace OE.; take soundings (of), get to 
the bottom of XVII. OE. fmjJmian, f. jmjJm. 

FAUVISM 

fatidic(al) f:Jti·dik(::~l) prophetic. XVII. - L. 
fiitidicus, f. fiitum FATE+ -dicus, f. weak var. 
of base of dicere say; see DICTION, -AL1• 

fatigue f;:~ti·g weariness; fatiguing duty or 
labour XVII (mil. sense XVIII ; cf. F. aZZer a la 
fatigue go on fatigue duty). - F. fatigue 
(corr. to Sp. fatiga, It. fatica), f. (O)F. 
fatiguer (whence fatigue vb. XVII), corr. to 
Pr., Sp. fatigar, It. faticare- L. jatlgiire 
exhaust as with riding or working, weary, 
harass, f. *fatis in ad fatim, affatim to 
satiety, abundantly, enough, prop. 'to burst
ing' (cf. fatisciire, -iirf burst open, gape 
open). See INDEFATIGABLE. 

fatuous fa:·tju;Js vacantly foolish XVII ; (Sc. 
law) imbecile, idiotic XVIII. f. L. fatuus+ 
-ous. So fatu·rTY. XVII. -F. or L. 

faubourg fou·bu;J.I(g) suburb. xv. Late 
ME. fabo(u)r, faubourgh- F. faubourg, 
tfaulbourg, tfauxbourg (xv), the earlier 
existence of which is vouched for by medL. 
falsus burgus (xrv) 'false city', i.e. not the 
city proper. «][ Faubourg superseded OF. 
forsborc (fors outside, bore city, BOURG) perh. 
by contact with MHG. phiilburgere, fat
citizens of the PALE (medL. phalburgenses). 

faucal f5·kol pert. to the throat. XIX. f. 
L. fauces throat (cf. SUFFOCATE); see -AL1• 

faucet f5·sit (now U.S.) tap for drawing off 
liquid. XIV. - (O)F. fausset- Pr. falset, f. 
jalsar bore (fausser damage, break into). 

faugh f5 excl. of abhorrence. XVI (fah, 
foh). imit. of action repelling a disgusting 
smell. 

fault f~lt tlack, default XIII; defect in 
character, etc. ; error; culpability XIV; 
(geol.; pro b. after F., orig. Walloon, faille) 
break XVIII. ME. faut(e)- (O)F. faute 
( = Pr., etc.jalta) andfaut :-Rom. *fallita, 
~fallitum, sb. use of fern. and n. of *fallitus, 
pp. of L. jallere FAIL 2• (Cf. FALSE.) Hence 
fau·ltY1• XIV; partly after F. fautij. The 
sp. with l, following F. tfaulte (xiv), finally 
influenced the pronunc. 

faun f5n ancient rural deity. XIV (Ch. ; 
once fawny, repr. L. pl.). - (O)F. jaune or 
L. Faunus god or demigod worshipped by 
shepherds and farmers and identified with 
Pan; perh. rei. to favere be FAVOURABLE. 

fauna f5·n;:~ animals of a region or epoch. 
XVIII. modL. applicationofthepropername 
Fauna of a rural goddess, sister of Faunus 
(see prec.); used by Linnreus in the title 
Fauna Suecica (1746), a companion volume 
to his Flora Suecica (I745). 

fauteuil fotOj arm-chair XVIII; fou·til seat 
in a theatre, etc. xx. F. :- OF. faudestuel, 
ja[destoel- WG. *jaldistol FALDSTOOL. 

fautor f5·t5.I supporter, partisan. XIV (R. 
Mannyng). ME. jautour- (O)F. ]auteur 
- L. fautor, f. favere FAVOUR; see -TOR. 

fauvism fou·vizm style of painting charac
terized by distortion of the human figure, 
anarchic design, etc. xx. -F. fauvisme, f. 
fauve wild (beast) :- Rom. *falvus- Germ. 
*jalw- FALLOW 2 ; see -ISM. 

[347] 



FAUX-BOURDON 

faux-bourdon foubua·.td5 (mus.) kind of 
vocal harmony (the application varies). 
XVIII. F., 'false hum'; the reason for the 
name is disputed. See FALSE, BOURDON. 
Anglicized as tfaburdon, -en (xv) with assim. 
to BURDEN. 

faux pas fou·pa false step, slip. xvir. F.; 
see FALSE, PACE. 

Favonian bvou·ni;m gentle, like a west 
wind. XVII. - L. favonianus, f. Favonius 
west wind; see -IAN. 

favour, U.S. favor fei·va.t friendly regard; 
partiality; tattraction, charm XIV; (arch.) ap
pearance, countenance xv (hence -favoured 
-featured, as in hard-, ill-, zvell-favow·ed); 
gift as a mark of regard, ceremonial decora
tion XVI ; communication by letter XVII. 
-OF. favour, -or (mod. fav~ur) = Pr., Sp. 
favor, It. favore- L. favor (-or-), f. favere 
regard with goodwill, rel. to fovere cherish 
(see FOMENT). So fa·vour vb. XIV. -OF. 
favorer- medL. favoriire. fa·vourABLE. 
XIV. - (O)F. - L. 

favourite, U.S. favorite fei·v(;l)rit one 
who stands in a person's favour. XVI; adj. 
xvm (Addison, Pope). -F. tfavorit (mod. 
favori, fem. -ite) - It. favorito, pp. of faw
rire, f. javore FAVOUR. In XVII-XVIII used 
for 'curl or lock hanging upon the temple' 
(cf. F. favoris whiskers). Hence fa·vourit
ISM. XVIII. 

fawn1 f5n young fallow deer. XIV (Ch.). 
ME. foun, later fazun (xv). - (O)F. faon, 
tfozm, tfeon ~ Pr. fedon foal :-Rom. 
"'jeto(n-), f. fetus offspring, FCETUS. For 
•P· and pronunc. cf. LAV."N1. 

fawn_' f5n (of a dog) show delight xm; be 
serv1le XIV. ME. ~·azvene (xnr), fau(h)ne 
(xrv), repr. OE. fagnian, jahnian, var. of 
f:r:g!zian rejoice ( ~ OS., OHG. fag anon, 
0:::-.i. fagna, Goth. faginon), f. f:r:gen, also 
fagen FAIN (the vars. are due to orig. differ
ence of vowel-grade in the suffix, *-in-, 
"-an-); OE. onfa:gnian is used of the dog 
Cerberus showing delight mid his steorte 
with his tail. 

fay1 fei faith; surviving in arch. int. by my 
fay (OF. par ma fei). xm. -OF. jei (mod. 
foi), earlier feit, feid FAITH. 

fay• fei (arch.) fairy. XIV. - OF. jaie, fae 
(mod. jee) = Pr., Cat., Pg. fada, Sp. hada, 
It. fata :- L. fata the Fates (pl. of fatum 
FATE) taken as fern. sg. in Rom. 

faze, also phase feiz (sl., U.S.) discompose 
disturb. XIX. var. of FEEZE. ' 

fealty fi;j·lti obligation of fidelity. XIV. 
ME. feaute, feute, fealtie- OF. feau(l)te 
fealte (I?od. ft!aute) = Pr. fezeltat, feat- :_: 
L. fidelttatem, -tds, f. fidel is faithful, f. fides 
FAITH; see -TY. 

fear fi;)J painful emotion caused bv anti
cipation of evil. XIII. ME. jer-e, repr. OE. 
jwr sudden calamity, danger, corr. (with 
variation of dec!.) to OS. viir ambush, MDu. 

FEATURE 

vt'ire fear (cf. Du. gevaar danger), OHG. 
fara ambush, stratagem, danger, deceit 
(MHG. gevmre, gevare deceit, G. gefahr 
danger), ON. fdr misfortune, plague:
CGerrn. (exc. Goth.) *fii;raz, -am, -6. The 
development of the sense 'alarm, dread' is 
no doubt mainly due to OE. fwran, dfii;ran 
(see AFEAim) terrify, but the beginnings may 
perh. be seen in the OE. phr. biltan fwre 
without (prospect of) risk. Hence fea·rFUL1 

causing fear; afraid. XIV. So fear vb. 
frighten OE.; intr. and trefl. feel fear; 
regard with fear. XIV. OE. jfi:ran (more 
freq. in comp. afii:ran) = OS. faron lie in 
wait (MDu. vaeren fear), OHG. ja1·en plot 
against, lie in wait, endeavour after (MHG. 
•varen, also rarely, fear), ON. fmra taunt, 
slight. The ult. connexions of the base are 
unkn. ; it is repr. in Goth. only by ferja (in 
ace. pl. ferjans) lier-in-wait. Hence fea·r
NOUGHT (tfear nothing) stout woollen cloth. 
XVIII; cf. DREAD)';OUGHT. 

feasible fi·zlbl practicable xv; capable of 
being dealt with successfully; (with un
etymol. development) likely, probable XVII. 
Early forms are feseable, fesible; spellings 
with -able are found as late as xvm. - (O)F. 
faisable, tfaisible, f. jais-, pres. stem of jaire 
( :- L. facere Do1) ; see -BLE. 

feast fist religious festival; sumptuous meal 
or entertainment. XIII. ME. feste- OF. 
feste (mod. fete) = Pr., Pg., It. festa, Sp. 
fiesta :- L. festa n. pl. (taken as fern. sg. in 
Rom.) of festus festal, joyous, rei. to feria 
(see FERIAL),janwn FANE. So feast vb. XIV. 
OF. fester (mod. Jeter), f. the sb. 

feat1 fit deed, esp. a notable one ; art, trick 
XIV (Ch.); surprising trickxvr. !\IE .jete, later 
.fayte- OF. jet, (also mod.) fait = Pr. jach, 
Sp. hecho, Pg. feito, It. fatto, Rum. fapt :
L. factum, sb. use of n. sg. of factus- pp. 
of facere no1• 

feat• fit tfitting xrv; (arch.) neat xv; apt, 
dexterous xvr. -OF. jet (mod. fait) :- L. 
factu-s (see prec.); lit. 'made (for some
thing)'. 

feather fe·5;:~J epidermal appendage of a 
bird. OE. feper (pl. •wings) - OFris. 
fethere, OS.fethara (Du. ~·eer), OHG,.fedara 
(G.feder), ON.JjQiJr :- CGcrm. (exc. Goth.) 
"feftro :- IE. *petra, f. *pet- *pt-, repr. also 
by Skr. pdtram wing, pdtati fly, Gr. pter6n, 
pteru."< wing, L. penna (:- *pet(s)na) PEN 2

, 

L. acci/piter hawk (lit. 'swift-winged'; cf. 
Gr. 6ku,'petes), Oir. en (:- *petnos), 0\V. 
eterim bird, pl. atar, and, further, L. petere 
strive, seek (see PETITION). Hence fea·ther 
vb. furnish with feathers OE.; move like a 
feather; present a feather edge (of an oar) 
to the air. XVIII. In OE. gefii'Jrian (ME. 
iuioeren); from XIII (in pp.) a new formation 
on the sb. 

feature fi·tf::>.r tform, shape; tpl. elements 
constituting bodily fonn; lineaments of the 
face XIV; characteristic part XVII. - OF. 
feture,jaiture form = Pr.jachura, It.fattura 



FEBRIFUGE 

creation, sorcery, etc., Rum. jdpturd :- L. 
Jactura formation, creature, f. fact-, pp. stem 
of facere D01 ; see -uRE. Hence fea·ture vb. 
resemble in features ; portray the features 
of. XVIII. 

febrifuge fe-brifjiid3 medicine for re
ducing fever. XVII. - F. febrifuge- modL. 
febrifugus, f. the same elements as late L. 
febrifuga FEVERFEW. 

febrile fe•brail feverish. XVII. -F. febrile 
or medL. febrilis, f. febris FEVER; see -ILE. 

February fe·bruari second month of the 
year. XIII (rep!. OE. solmona]J 'mud-month'). 
The earliest recorded forms are feouereles 
and feouerreres moneo; the former (which 
appears to be a purely Eng. var. with dis
similation of r .. r as in laurel) is repr. as 
late as XVI by feverell; the latter is directly 
-OF. feverier (mod. jevrier) = Pr. feurier, 
Sp. febrero, Pg. fevereiro, It.febbraio, Rum. 
faurar :-late L. (Rom.) febrtiriu-s, for L. 
februtirius, f. februa n. pl. (Sabine februum 
purification) Roman festival of purification 
held on 15 February. The ME. typefeverer, 
Sc. and north. feveryer, is repr. as late as 
XVIII by (partially latinized) jebrueer; the 
present fully latinized form (jebruari) is 
found alongside feverer in Ch. ; februar is 
a characteristically Sc. var. 

fecal var. of FJECAL. fecial var. of FETIAL. 

feckless fe·klis ineffective, futile; weak, 
helpless. XVI (James I, Montgomerie; in 
present use due to Carlyle). f. Sc.jeck, tfek 
(xv) effect, purport, efficiency, amount, 
aphetic form of effeck (as in the feck for 
th'effeck), Sc. var. of EFFECT; see -LESS and 
cf. Sc. feckful (xvr) effec"five. 

feculent fi·kjCtlant turbid, as with dregs. 
xv. -F. feculent or L. jeculentus, f. free-; 
see FJECES and -ULENT. 

fecund fi·kAnd productive, fertile. xrv. -F. 
fecond or L.jecundus, per h. rei. to felix happy, 
FCETUS. So fecu·ndiTY. xv. -F. or L. 

federal fe·daral pert. to the Covenant of 
Works or of Grace XVII; of states in a political 
unity XVIII (first with reference to N. Ameri
ca). - modL. •jredertilis, f. L. freder-, jredus 
covenant ( :- •bhoidhes-, rei. to fides FAITH); 
cf. CONFEDERATE and see -AL1. Hence fe·
derabSM, -IST. XVIII, -IZE. XIX. So federA·
TION league for joint action. XVIII (Burke); 
cf. F. federation. 

fee fi estate in land (orig. on feudal tenure); 
payment for services or privileges. xrv. 
-AN. fee = OF. feu, fiu, fieu, (also mod.) 
fief, pl. fiez = Pr. feu (whence It. fio) :
Rom. •jwdum, medL. feodum, feudum (rx), 
also feaudus, feuodium, which has been 
derived from Frankish •jehu-ad 'cattle
property', i.e. OHG. jehu (G. vieh) = OE. 
feo, etc., cogn. with L. pecu, pecus (cf. PECU
LIUM, PECUNIARY) and 6d, as in ALLODIUM, 
but the sense is not appropriate. Cf. FIEF. 

FELL 

feeble fi·bl weak. XII. -AN., OF. feble, 
var. of fieble (mod. jaible), later forms of 
jleible = Pr. Jehle, fible, freble (whence Sp. 
Jehle weak, deficient in weight), Pg. febre 
short of the legal weight, It. fievole weak :
L. flebili-s that is to be wept over, (hence in 
Rom.) weak, f. flere weep; see -BLE. Hence 
fee· bLY2• XIII (febleliche ). 

feed fid give food to. OE. fedan = OFris. 
jeda, OS.jodean (Du. voeden), OHG. fuoten, 
ON.fadJa, Goth.jodjan :- CGerm. •foojan, 
f. •jooon FOOD. Hence feed sb. feeding XVI; 
(sumptuous or full) meal xrx. 

fee-faw-fum fi f5 fAIIl First recorded in 
Sh. 'King Lear' III iv r88 (Ist Folio) as fie, 
foh, and fumme, the excl. of the giant in the 
nursery tale of Jack the Giant-killer on dis
covering the presence of Jack ; a fuller form 
is fe, fi, fo, fum; used by Dryden (fee, fa, 
fum) as an excl. of murderous intention and 
for a bloodthirsty person. 

feel fil examine or experience by touch ; be 
conscious (of), perceive, experience. OE. 
jelan andgejelan (see Y-) = OFris.fela, OS. 
gijolian (Du. voelen), OHG. fuolen (G. 
fiihlen) :- WGerm. •joljan, f. •fol- :- IE. 
•pol- •pal- •pl-, repr. also by OE., OS. 
folm, OHG. folma hand, L. palma PALM, 
Gr. paldme, W. llaw, Oir. ldm (:- •pttimti). 
Hence feel sb. XIII. fee·lER1. XVII. fee·l
ING1. XII; cf. Du. voeling, G. fuhlung. 

feeze, pheeze fiz tdrive away OE.; (dial., 
U.S.) frighten, alarm xv; tdo for, beat xvr. 
OE. fesian, of unkn. origin. Cf. FAZE. 

feign fein invent or pretend falsely. XIII 
(Cursor M.). ME. jeigne,Jeine,jene- (O)F. 
feign-, pres. stem of jeindre = Pr. fenher, 
It. fingere (cf. Sp., Pg. fingir) :- L. fingere 
form, mould, conceive, contrive; see FIC
TION, FIGMENT, FIGURE, EFFIGY, DOUGH. 

feint1 feint feigned attack. XVII. - (O)F. 
feinte (= OSp., It. finta), sb. use of fern. 
pp. of jeindre FEIGN. 

feint• feint commercial sp. of FAINT, in feint 
lines. XIX. 

feis feJ assembly of chiefs, etc. XVIII; 
festival of competitions xrx. Ir. jeis, jess. 

felicity fili·siti happiness. xrv (Ch., Gower). 
- (O)F. jelicite ( = Sp. felicidad, It. felicita, 
etc.)- L. jelicittis, f. jelic-,jelix happy, orig. 
fertile, rei. to jecundus FECUND, fetus FCETUS ; 
see -ITY. Hence feli·citous. XVIII. So 
feli·citATE 3 tmake happy; congratulate. 
xvn. f. late L.felicitat-, -tire; cf. F.jeliciter. 

feline fi-lain pert. to a cat or cats. xvn. 
~· L. felinus, f. fetes cat ; see -INE1• 

fell1 fel skin, hide. OE. fel(l) = OFris., 
OS. fel (Du. vel), OHG. fel (G. jell), ON. 
berljjall bear-skin, Goth. ]Jriitslfill 'swelling
skin', leprosy ( = OE. ]Jriistfell), fauralfill 
foreskin ( cf. also filleins leathern) :- CGerm. 
•jellam :- IE. •pella- :- •pelno-, the base 
being repr. also by L. pellis (:- •pelnis), Gr. 
pella, -pelas (in erus{pelas ERYSIPELAS) skin, 
and FILM. 
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FELL 

fell• fel hill; wild stretch of land. XIII 
(Cursor M.). -ON. fjall and fell hill, 
mountain, presumably rei. to OS. felis, 
OHG. felis, felisa (G. fels) rock, and there
fore to Skr. pti~yam stone, Gr. pella, (O)Ir. 
all rock (IE. *pels-). 

fell 3 fel (arch.) fierce, cruel, dire. xm 
(Cursor M.). -OF. fel = Pr. fel, It. fello 
wicked :- Rom. *fello, the obi. form of 
which is repr. by FELON. 

fell' fel strike down. OE. (Anglian) fellan, 
(WS.) fyllan, *fiellan = OFris. falla, fella, 
OS. fellian (Du. vellen), OHG. fellen (G. 
fiillen), ON. fella :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*falljan, causative of *fallan FALL 3• (]! The 
identity of this vb. with that in fell a seam 
(XVIII) is uncertain, but the gen. sense 'cause 
to fall' seems to be applicable. 

fellah fe·lii pl. fellahee·n Arab peasant. 
xvm. - Egyptian Arab. fell til; husbandman, 
var. of fallti};, f. falal;a till the soil. 

felloe fe·lou, felly fdi outer rim of a 
wheel; pl. the sections forming this. OE. 
felg, pl. felga, corr. to MLG., MDu. 'Delge 
(Du. velg), OHG. felga (G. felge), of unkn. 
origin. (]! For the twofold development cf. 
BELLOWS, BELLY; there are also north
country vars. felk, felf, felve. 

fellow fe·lou tpartner, associate XI; mate; 
peer Xlll; good fellow, agreeable companion; 
one of a company or corporation XIV; man; 
in condescending or contemptuous use xv. 
Late OE. feolaga - ON. jr}lagi, f. fe ( = OE. 
feoh FEE1)+*lag-, base of LAY1

; primarily, 
one who lays down money in a joint under
taking (cf. OK. jt!lag business partnership). 
Hence fe·llowSHIP XII; after ON. jt!lag
skapr. 

felly var. of FELLOE. 
felo de se fi'lou di si· one who deliberately 

puts an end to his life. XVII. Anglo-L. felo 
FELON, de se of himself. 

felon fe-l:m adj. (poet.) cruel, wicked; sb. 
twicked person ; one who has committed 
felony. XIII. - (O)F.felon (OF. nom.fel) = 
Pr.felon (feZ):- medL.fellonem (It.jellone is 
-Gallo-Rom.), of unkn. origin. So fe·lony 
tvillainy, perfidy, crime xm; (leg.) crime of 
greater gravity than a misdemeanour XIV. 
- (O)F. felonie; see -Y 3

• Hence felomous 
filou·ni;}S. XVI. 

felt felt stuff of wool (and fur or hair) 
wrought into a compact substance. OE. 
felt, corr. to OS. jilt (Du. vilt), (O)HG. filz 
:- WGerm. *feltaz, *feltiz :-IE. *peldos, 
-is (cf. synon. OS!. plustl). See ANVIL, 
FILTER. 

felucca filA"b small Mediterranean vessel. 
XVII. - It. feluc(c)a- Sp. tfaluca (whence 
also F. felouque), corr. to Pr. folca- Arab. 
fulk (now rep!. by romanizedfaliikah), perh. 
- Gr. eph6lkion sloop. 

female fi·meil of the sex which produces 
offspring (adj. and sb.). XIV(jemele,femal-e, 
-alle, -aal). - (O)F. femelle = Pr. femela :
L. femella, dim. of femina woman (see 

FENIAN 

FEMININE). The present form is due to 
assoc. with male, with which it rhymes in 
Barbour's 'Brus' ; femal continues till XVII 
and is the prevailing form in Milton. (]! The 
transference of sense in L. (dim.) femella 
young woman (Catullus) to the sense of 
'female' took place in popL., in which it 
came to denote the female of the lower 
animals ( cf. the history of the dim. masculus 
MALE). 

feme fern (leg.) wife; feme covert married 
(lit. covered, i.e. protected) woman, feme 
sole unmarried woman. XVI. -AN., OF. 
feme (mod. femme) :- L. femina; see next. 

feminine fe·minin female XIV (Ch.); re-
lating to woman; womanly xv; (gram.) in 
L. genus femininum, tr. Gr. 07JAvKov yevos 
XIV; (pros.) of rhyme, after F. XVIII (earlier 
tfemale XVI). - (O)F. feminin, -ine or L. 
femininus, -ina, f. femina woman, prop. 'the 
suckling one', or 'the sucked one', f. IE. 
*dhe(i)- *dhai- *dhi-, as in L. feltire suckle, 
filius son (cf. FILIAL), felix orig. fertile (cf. 
FELICITY), Gr. thesai suckle, tMsato (aor.) 
sucked, Skr. dhdyati sucks, dhtitri nurse, 
Oir. deth (pt.) sucked, (O)Ir. dinim I suck, 
Lett. det; see -INE1• Hence fe·minimsM, 
and directly from L. femina fe·mimsM; 
both c. x8so; cf. F. jeminisme, -iste (Dumas 
fils 1872); femini·DITY. XIV (Ch.), femi·
DITY. xv (Lydg.). (]! Gower has adj. feme
line once - 0 F. Other derivs. are femineiTY 
-i'iti. XIX (Coleridge). f. L.femineus. tfemi
nie womankind. XIV (Ch.). -OF. feminie. 

femoral fe·m;}r~l (anat.) pert. to the femur. 
XVIII. f. L. femor-, femur thigh, whence 
femur fi·m~.I. XVIII; see -AL1• 

fence fens tdefence XIV; art of fencing XVI ; 
enclosing hedge, wall, etc. XVI ; receiver of 
stolen goods XVII (this sense is from the vb.). 
ME. fens, aphetic of defens, DEFENCE. Hence 
fence vb. enclose, screen, protect (lit. and 
fig.) xv; practise the 'science' of 'defence' 
with the sword XVI; (sl.) deal in stolen goods 
XVII. fe·nc!BLE capable of making defence 
XIII (fensable); defendable XVI; sb. soldier 
liable for defensive service at home. Aphetic 
of tdefensable, DEFENSIBLE. 

fend fend (obs. or arch.) defend XIII; ward 
off; make an effort XVI, now infendfor one
self provide for, look after oneself xvn. 
Aphetic of DEFEND. Hence fe·nder tde
fender xv; protective device, e.g. cable 
hung over a ship's side to prevent chafing, 
fire-guard XVII: see -ER'. 

fenestella feniste·l;} small window-like niche. 
XVIII. L., dim. of fenestra window; see -EL 2• 

Fenian fi·ni;}n member of a mercenary tribe 
forming a military force for the support of 
the king of Eire XIX (Scott) ; one of a revolu
tionary organization of Irish in U.S.A. 
(c.186o). f.Oir.jeneoneofthenames of the 
ancient population of Ireland, confused in 
mod. times withftann body of warriors said 
to have been the defenders of Ireland in the 
time of the legendary Irish kings; see -IAN. 



FENNEL 

fennel fe-nl umbelliferous plant Fa:ni
culum vulgare. OE. finugl, finule fern., 
fenol, finul m. - pop. forms, *fenuclum, 
-oclum, of L.famiculum, dim. offamum hay; 
coincided in ME. with the adoption of OF. 
fenoil (mod. fenouil) = Pr. fenolh, etc., from 
the same L. source. 

fenugreek fe·njugrik leguminous plant Tri
gonella Frenum Grrecum. OE. fenogrecum, 
superseded in ME. by adoption of (O)F. 
fenugrec ( = Pr. fenugrec)- L. fenugr:ecum, 
for fenum gr:ecum 'Greek hay'; the Romans 
used the dried plant for fodder. 

feoff fef (leg.) put in possession of, ENFEOFF. 
XIII. -AN. feoffer, OF.fieuffer,jieffer, f. fief 
FIEF. Now repr. by derivs. feoffEE fefi·. xv. 
-AN. feoffe (pp.). feo·ffMENT. xrv (R. 
Mannyng). -AN. feoffement. 

feracious firei·J;~s prolific. XVII. f. L. 
feriici-,Jeriix, f. ferre BEAR 2 ; see -Acrous. So 
feraciTY fira:·siti. xv. - L. 

feraP fi;~·r;~l deadly; funereal. XVII. - L. 
feriilis pert. to the dead or the lower regions, 
a term of religious usage, perh. rei. to feri:e 
(see FERIAL). 

feral' fi;~-r;~l wild, savage. XVII. f. L. ferus 
(fern. sb. fera, sc. bestia, wild animal), rei. 
to Gr. thifr (JEolic phir), Lith. zverzs, OS!. 
zveri, which repr. the long form *ghwer-, 
OPruss. ace. pl. swirins; see -AL 1• 

fer-de-lance fe<>.I d;~ 11is yellow viper of 
Martinique. XIX. F., lit. lance-head ('-iron'). 

feretory fe·rit;~ri portable shrine XIV; 
chapel for shrines xv. ME. fertre- OF. 
fiertre :- L. feretrum - Gr. pheretron bier, 
f. pherein BEAR2 with instr. suffix; altered to 
fertour and thence to feretory by assim. to 
words in -TORY. 

ferial fi;~·ri;~l, fe·ri;~l pert. to a weekday XIV; 
tpert. to a holy day xv. - (O)F.fhial, or its 
source medL.jeriiilis, f.jerire (cf. FAIR 2). In 
ecclL. feria (whence feria fi:}·ri:}, in verna
cular use from XIX) is used with an ordinal 
numeral, to designate a particular weekday 
(e.g. secunda, tertia, etc., feria Monday, 
Tuesday, etc.; so Pg. segunda, ter[:a, etc., 
feira), and hence in liturgical use for a week
day as dist. from a Sunday or other feast day. 
The use appears to have arisen from the nam
ing of the days of the octave of Easter feria 
prima, secunda (etc.), 'first, second' (etc.), 
'holy or festival day' ( cf. medL. hebdomada 
jerialium 'week of holy days', Easter week) ; 
the designation was transferred thence to 
the days of ordinary weeks ,feria prima (Sun
day) giving way to the proper title of the day 
and so passing out of use, with the result 
that f. secunda, tertia, etc. (Monday, Tues
day, etc.) survive without any obvious or 
immediate raison d'etre. (j[ From meaning 
orig. 'festival day', the word has come to 
mean 'non-festal day'. 

ferine fi:}·rain (of animals) wild; bestial. 
XVII. - L. ferinus, f. fera wild beast; see 
FERAL2

, ·INE1
• 

FERRULE 

Feringhee f;Jri·l)gi European; Indian-born 
Portuguese. XVII. -Oriental adoption of 
FRANK formed with Arab. ethnic suffix 
(Arab. jaranji, Pers. jarangi). 

ferly f;i·.IIi tsudden OE.; (dial., arch.) 
dreadful, strange, wonderful XIII ; sb. mar
vel, wonder XIII. OE. frerlic, f. fii;r FEAR+ 
-lie -LY1 ; cf. MHG. viErlich (G. gefiihrlich), 
ON. fdrligr dangerous. 

ferment f;i·Jm:}nt leaven; fermentation (lit. 
and fig.). xv. - (O)F. ferment or L. fer
mentum, f. fervere boil (see FERVENT). So 
ferment vb. f<>Jme·nt. XIV (Trevisa). 
- (O)F. fermenter - L. fermentiire; fer
mentA·TION. XIV (Ch.). -late L. 

fern fam one of a group of plants (Filices) 
with feathery fronds. OE. jearn = MDu. 
v:eren (Du. varen), OHG. farn (G. farn) :
WGerm. *farno :- IE. *porno-, whence Skr. 
pan:zdm wing, feather, leaf; rei. further to 
Lith. papdrtis, Russ. pdporotnik (O)Ir. raith 
(:- *pratis). The prim. meaning is doubt
less 'feathery leaf'; cf. also Gr. pter6n 
feather, pteris fern. 

ferocious firou·J:}s fierce. XVII. f. L.feroci-, 
ferox, rei. to ferus FERAL 2 ; for the second el. 
see EYE. So ferociTY -<>·siti. XVII. -F. or L. 

-ferous see -IFEROUS. 

ferreous fe·ri<>s pert. to iron. XVII. f. L. 
ferreus, f. ferrum iron; see -Eous. So fe·rrrc 
XVIII, fe·rrous xrx (chem.); cf. F. jerrique, 
ferreux. ferri- fe·ri, formerly ferrid-, 
comb. form of L. ferrum indicating the 
presence of iron in its ferric state. fe·rro
used as comb. form (see -o-) of ferrum, 
(i) min. in names of species containing iron, 
(ii) chem. designating ferrous compounds. 

ferret1 fe·rit half-tamed variety of the 
polecat, Putorius furo. XIV. Late ME. 
fyrette, forette firette- OF. fuiret, (also 
mod.)furet, by suffix-substitution from OF. 
fuiron (:- Rom. *fiirionem), beside furon 
( = Pr.juron, Sp. huron, Pg.furiio) :-late L. 
furo(n-) thief, found in the transf. sense in 
Polemius Silvius and Isidore, f. L. fiir thief 
(cf. FURTIVE). (j[ F. furet was adopted in 
MDu. as foret, furet (Du. fret, whence G. 
frett, dim.jrettchen). Hence fe·rret vb. xv; 
cf. F. fureter. 

ferret• fe·rit tfloss-silk xvr; stout tape XVII. 
prob. - It. fioretti floss-silk, pl. of fioretto, 
dim. of jiore FLOWER. 

ferruginous firu·d3in<>s of the nature or 
colour of iron rust. XVII. f. L. ferriigin-, 
-ugo iron rust, dark red, f. ferrum iron; see 
FERREOUS and -OUS. 

ferrule fe·r<>l band or cap of metal, etc., 
strengthening the end of a stick or tube. 
XVII (ferrel, -il). Alteration (prob. by assim. 
to L. ferrum iron, and -ULE) of verrel, -il 
(xvn), later form of vyrelle, -ille, -oll (xv) 
-OF. virelle, virol(e), mod. virole- L. 
viriola, -olre, f. viri:e bracelet. (j[ (The earlier 
form survives in Sc. as vir/; AL. has virella 
XIII.) 
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FERRY 

ferry fe·ri place where boats pass over to 
transport passengers, etc. XII (in personal 
names), xrv (Wyclif). The earliest exx. are 
from north. and eastern areas. -ON. ferja 
ferry-boat, or ferju-, as in ferjukarl, -mai'Jr 
ferryman,jerjuskip ferry- boat= MDu. *vere 
(Du. veer), MHG. ver(e) (G.fiihre) :-Germ. 
*farjon, f. "far- go (see !IARE1). So fe·rry 
vb. -ON. ferja ferry = OS., OE. ferian 
carry, transport (which survived in ME. 
ferie), OHG. ferret! (MHG. vern), Goth. 
farjan ;- CGerm. *farjan. (Some ME. 
forms with v- suggest Du. influence.) 

fertile fa·.Jtail fruitful. xv. -F. fertile- L. 
fertilis, based on pp. formation *fertus = Gr. 
phert6s borne, f. pherein BEAR 2 ; see -ILE. So 
ferti ·lrTY -ti ·liti. xv. - F. - L. Hence fe·r
tilrzE. XVII. Cf. F.; earlier tferti·litATE 3

• 

ferule fe·rul tgiant fennel (providing rods) 
xv; rod used for punishment xvr. - L. 
jerula (also used in Eng.), connected by 
Isidore with ferire strike. 

fervent f:i·.Jv;Jnt hot, burning; ardent. XIV. 
- (O)F. fervent- L. fervent-, -ens, prp. of 
fervlre boil, glow; see -ENT and cf. FERMENT. 
So fe·rvm. xvr. - L. fervidus. fe·rvouR. 
XIV. - OF.fervo(u)r (mod. -eur)- L.jervor. 

Fescennine fese·nain scurrilous, licentious. 
XVII (Holland). - L. Fescenninus, f. Fescen
nia town in Etruria on the Tiber, famous 
for a sort of jeering dialogues in verse (versus 
fescennini); see -INE1• 

fescue fe·skju tstraw XIV; small stick for 
pointing XVI; genus of grasses, Festuca 
XVIII. Late ME. festu(e), surviving in mod. 
dial. as vester- OF. festu (mod. fetu) = Pr. 
festuc, It. festuco (to which there are corr. 
fern. forms) :-Rom. *festlicum, for L. 
festiica. The dissimilative change from 
festue to fescue appears XVI. 

fesse fe~ (her.) ordinary consisting of two 
horizontal lines. xv. - OF. jesse, var. of 
jaisse :- L. fascia band (see FASCIA). 

festal fe·st;ll pert. to a feast or festival. xv. 
- OF. festal- late L. jestdlis, f. festum 
FEAST; see -AL1• So festival fe·stiv;}l adj. 
of a feast-day or festival (now apprehended 
as the sb. used attrib.) XIV; sb. festal day 
xvr. - OF. festival- medL. jestivdlis, f. 
L. festivus, whence festiVE fe·stiv tfestal; 
jovial. xvn; f.jestum FEAST. festi·viTY. XIV. 
- (O)F. or L. 

fester fe·st;l.l tfistula; ulcer, suppuration. 
xm (Cursor M.). -OF. festre :- L. fistula, 
with -re replacing-leas in F. chapitre CHAP
TER, epftre EPISTLE. So fe·ster vb. generate 
pus or matter. XIV (PPI.). f. the sb. or OF. 
festrir. 

festoon festu·n curved chain of flowers, 
etc. XVII. - F. jesto11- It. festone prop. 
'festal ornament', f. festa FEAST; see -oo:-~. 

fetch fetf go in quest of and bring back 
OE. ; cause to come; draw (breath) ; deal 

FEUD 

(a blow), make (a stroke) XIV; tarrive at; 
take (a course) XVI; attract irresistibly XVII 
(Sh.). Late OE.fecc(e)an, alteration offetian 
(surviving in dial. Jet) by combination of 
t and j (consonantal i) to produce tf (as in 
ortgeard ORCHARD); pro b. rei. to OE. fatian, 
OFris.fatia, OHG.ja;;;;on (G.jassen) grasp, 
perh. orig. 'put in a vessel' (fat, VAT). 

fete feit, ilfrt large entertainment. xvm. 
F., mod. form of feste FEAST. Hence as vb. 
XIX after F. Jeter. 

fetial, fecial fi·f;Jl adj. ambassadorial; sb. 
herald of war and peace. XVI. - L. fetid/is 
one of a college of priests concerned with 
the declaration of war and the conclusion 
of pe2ce, prob. f. *jetis :-IE. *dhetis law, 
f. *dhe- place, lay down (see D01); see -IAL. 

fetish, fetich fe·tif, fi·tif inanimate object 
worshipped by savages. XVII (fateish; 
earlier in form direct from Pg.,jetisso). -F. 
fetiche- Pg. jeiti{;o charm, sorcery = Sp. 
hechizo, sb. use of the adj. meaning 'made 
by art' (cf. It. fattizio, OF. faitis, whence 
ME. fetis, dial. featish handsome) :- L. 
jactitius FACTITIOUS, 

fetlock fe·tl;,k part of a horse's leg behind 
the pastern-joint, tuft growing there. XIV. 
ME. fete-, feetlak, fitlok, corr. to MHG. 
vi;;;;eloch, vi;;loch, -lach (G. fissloch), rei. to 
G. jesse[ fetlock, deriv. of Germ. *Jet
(:- IE. *ped-), var. of the base of FOOT. 

fetter fe·t;J.l bond, shackle. OE.feter, corr. 
to OS. pl. feteros (Du. veter lace), OHG. 
fe;;;;era (eady modG. Jesser), 0~. jjgturr :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fetero, *feteraz, f. *jet
:- IE. *ped- FOOT, as in synon. L. pedica, 
Gr. pede. Hence (or orig.- ON.) fetter vb. 
XII! (Havelok); cf. OFris. fiteria, OHG. fe
;;arou, 0~. jjQtra. 

fettle fe·tl make ready, put in order. XIV. 
f. (dial.) fettle, OE. fetel girdle = OHG. 
fe;;;;il (G. fessel) chain, band, ON. fetill 
bandage, strap :- Germ. *fatilaz, f. *fat
hold (cf. FETCH). Hence fe·ttle sb. condi
tion, trim. XVIII. 

fetus var. of FCETUS. 

feu fjii (Sc. law) tenure or lease for a fixed 
return. xv. - OF. feu; see FEE. Hence 
feu·AR, tfear, fiar. XVI. 

feud1 fjud tactive hostilityxm (Cursor M.); 
state of mutual hostility xv. Of obscure his
tory. Northern ME. jede, later mainly Sc. 
(xm-xvm). - OF.jede,jeide- OHG.fehida 
(G. fehde) = OE. ftehp(u) enmity, OFris. 
fiiithe, feithe :- Germ. *fai xi Po, f. *fai x-; 
see FOE and -TH1• 

q In the latter half of XVI the forms food( e), 
feood, feode, fewd appear in Eng. writings 
(deadly or mortal feud carr. to OF. fede 
martel), in XVI-XVII occas. altered tofoehood; 
these forms may repr. attempts to rationalize 
aberrant vars. of OE. jtehp(u), such as fee ph 
(Lambarde 1568). 
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FEUD 

feud 2 fjiid (hist.) fief. XVII. - medL. 
feudum, feodum (rx), usu. taken to be of 
Germ. origin, but no evidence can be ad
duced. So feu·dAL1• XVII, feu·datORY. XVI. 
- medL. feudiilis, feudiitorius (more freq. 
feudiitiirius, whence tfeudatary XVI). 

feuille-morte fojmort yellowish brown.. 
xvn. F. 'dead leaf'. q Anglicizedj(i)eulamort, 
feuill-mort, fuil-de-mort, phyliamort, phile
mort, FILE!VIOT. 

feuilleton fojat5 portion of a page of a 
newspaper marked off for special matter. 
XIX. F., f.jeuillet, dim. offeuille leaf, FOIL1 ; 

cf. -OON. 

fever fi·v;u disease accompanied by high 
temperature. OE. jefor m., corr. to MLG. 
feber (whence in mod. Scand.), OHG.fiebar 
m. (G. fieber)- L. febris fern., of obscure 
origin, but plausibly referred by some to 
the base *dhegwh- *dhogwh- (see FOMENT); 
reinforced in ME. from AN. fevre, (O)F. 
fievre = Pr., Pg. febre, Sp. fieb1·e, It. febbre 
:- L. febri-s. Hence fe·veriSH 1 • XIV. 

feverfew fi·va.1-, fe·va.1fjii the plant Pyre
thrum Parthenium. OE. feferfuge - L. 
febrifuga, -fugia, f. L. febris FEVER-J-jugiire 
drive away (fugere flee; cf. FUGITIVE); but 
the mod. form descends from an adoption 
of AN. *fevrefue, fewerfue (xm). The -fuge 
of the OE. form is, however, repr. infe]Jer
foy, fedyrfoy (xiv-xv), forms due to assoc. 
with feather as in the mod. pop. featherfew. 

few fju not many. OE.jeawe,jeawa, contr. 
fea, corr. to OFris.fe, OS.fa(o), OHG.fao, 
jo, 0~. jdr (whence ME. fii, jo), Goth. pl. 
jawai; repr. CGerm. *jaw- :- IE. *pau-, as 
in L. paucus (cf. PAUCITY), Gr. pauros small, 
L. paul/us (:- *paurlos) little, pauper POOR. 

fey fei (arch., dial.) fated to die, dying. OE. 
jrege = OS. fi!gi (Du. veeg), OHG. jeigi 
(G. jeige cowardly), 0~. feigr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *faigjaz. After c. 1400 chiefly 
Sc. 

fez fez Turkish crimson skull-cap. XIX. 
-Turk. fez, perh. through F.; said to be 
named after the town Fez, capital of Morocco 
and chief place of its manufacture. 

fiacre fi~·kr, l!fjakr French hackney coach. 
XVII. Named after the Hotel de St. Fiacre, 
rue St -Antoine, Paris, where these carriages 
were stationed. 

fiance m., fiancee fern. fia·sei, i\fjase be
trothed person. XIX. F., pp. of fiancer 
betroth = Pr. fizansar, It. fidanzare :
Rom. *fidantiiire, f. *fidantia, f. L. fidiire 
(see AFFIANCE). 

Fian(n) fin member of the ancient Irish 
militia; cf. FENIAN. XVIII. lr. 

fiasco fi~·skou failure, breakdown, orig. in 
a dramatic or musical performance. XIX. 
It., in phr. far fiasco lit. 'to make a bottle' 
(see FLASK), which involves an unexplained 
allusion. 

FICTION 

fiat fai·ret authoritative sanction or com
mand. XVII. L. 'let it be done', 3rd sg. pr. 
subj. of fieri (see BE), used as passive of 
facere to do. So fiant in the formula fiant 
litterae patentes 'let letters patent be made 
out'. 

fib fib trivial falsehood. XVII. prob. short 
for fible-fable (fybble-fable XVI), redupl. 
formation on FABLE. So vb. XVII. 

fibre, U.S. fiber fai·bax tlobe of the liver 
XIV; thread-like body in animal or vegetable 
tissue; rootlet XVII. - (O)F. fibre- L. fibra. 
Hence fi·brous. XVII; after F. fibreux, 
modL. fibrosus. 

fibula fi·bjula clasp, brooch; long bone on 
the outer side of the leg. XVII. L. fibula, 
perh. f. base offigere,fivere FIX. 

-fie fik repr. L. -ficus making, doing, pro
ducing, causing to be (what is denoted by 
the first element of the comp.), f. weak var. 
of the stem of facere DO\ forming adjs. (i) 
from sbs., as honorificus HONORIFIC, pacificus 
PACIFIC, Sacrificus (cf. SACRIFICIAL); (ii) from 
adjs., as beiitificus BEATIFIC, magnificus MAG
NIFIC; (iii) from vbs., as lzorrijicus HORRIFIC, 
terrificus TERRIFIC; (iv) from advs., only in 
beneficus (BENEFICENT), maleficus MALEFIC. 
In medL. and modL. new formations 
with -(i)ficus are numerous, e.g. prolificus 
PROLIFIC, scientificus SCIENTIFIC. 

-fication fikei·Jan repr., through F. -fica
tion, L. -ficiitio(n-), formative of nouns of 
action (see -ATION) from vbs. in -ficiire -FY. 
Many L. words with this suffix were adopted 
in OF. with their corr. vbs. in -fier, and 
from XIV such sbs. have been freely adopted 
in Eng., e.g. edification, mortification, puri
fication, sanctification; and -fication is estab
lished as the gen. ending for nouns of action 
related to vbs. in -fy, except such as repr. L. 
vbs. in -facere (cf. -FACTION). Formations 
not based on L. types are exemplified by 
beautification (XVII), Frenchification, jollifica
tion (XVIII), transmogrification, uglification. 
In scientific lang. there are sbs. in -fication 
having no corr. vb. in regular use, as 
dentification, mercurification, nidification. 

fichu fi · fii triangular piece of stuff worn on 
the neck, etc. XIX. F. (fifu), sb. use of pp. 
(used perh. in the sense 'put on hurriedly') 
of ficher :- Rom. "'figiciire, f. L. figere FIX. 

fickle fi·kl tfalse, treacherous OE.; change
ful, inconstant XIII. OE. ficol, rei. to gefic 
deceit, befician deceive (Germ. *fik-), and 
further to fiecne deceitful, fiicen deceit, 
deceitful (Germ. *faik-), corr. to OS.fi!kan, 
OHG. feihhan, 0~. feikn portent. 

fictile fi·ktail moulded by art. XVII. - L. 
fictilis, f. fict-, pp. stem of fingere fashion; 
see FEIGN, -ILE. 

fiction fi·kfan something feigned, invention 
XIV; legal supposition; composition dealing 
with imaginary events XVI. - (O)F. fiction, 
corr. to Pr.fiction, etc.- L.fictio(n-), f.fict-; 
seeprec. and-TION. Soficti·trous -i·Jas. xvu. 
f. L. fictitius. 
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FID 

fid fid (chiefly naut.) conical pin, square 
bar; plug of oakum or tobacco. XVII. Of 
unkn. origin. 

-fid fid terminal element repr. L. -fidus 
cleft, divided, f. base of findere cleave (see 
FISSILE), as in bifid, palmatifid- (mod)L. 
bifidus, palmiitifidus, etc. 

fiddle fi·dl stringed instrument of music 
played with a bow. OE. fijJele = (M)Du. 
vedel (veel), OHG. fidula (G. fiedel), ON. 
fiiJla :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fijmla 
-Rom. "'v'itula (whence F. viole, Pr. viula, 
viola, It. VIOLA), f. L. vituliiri celebrate 
a festival, be joyful (cf. Vitula goddess of 
victory and jubilation). Hence fi·ddle vb. 
xrv (PPI.). fi·ddlER1• OE. fi.plere = ON. 
fiiJlari. 

fiddle-faddle fi ·dlfre:dl trifling talk or 
action. XVI. red up!. formation on FIDDLE; 
cf. G. fickfack, and contemptuous forma
tions such as flim-flam, skimble-skamble. 

fiddley fi·ddli (naut.) iron framework round 
opening to the stoke-hole. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

fideism fai·diizm mode of thought accord
ing to which knowledge depends upon a 
fundamental act of faith. XIX. f. L. fides 
FAITH+-ISM. 

fidelity fi-, faide-liti faithfulness. xv. -F. 
fide lite or L. fidelitiis ; see FEALTY. 

fidget fi·d3it physical uneasiness with 
spasmodic movements. xvn. prob. f. (dial.) 
fidge (xvr) to move restlessly; the relation 
with similar synon. forms is undetermined, 
viz. tfig (xvr), (north. dial.) fitch (xvii) and 
fike (xm) -ON. (MSw.) fikja. (jJ A similar 
series of symbolical formations is (dial.) 
fridge (xvr), tfrig (xv), tfrike (OE. frician 
dance), all denoting brisk or restless move
ment. Hence fi·dget vb. XVIII. 

fiducial faidjii·Ji;Jl, fi- (theol.) pert. to trust 
or reliance. XVII.- late L.fidiiciiilis, f.jidiicia 
trust, f. fidere to trust, rei. to fides FAITH; 
see -IAL. So fidu·ciARY in trust XVII; (of 
paper currency) depending on the confi
dence of the public or on securities (after F. 
fiduciaire) XIX. - L. fidzlciiirius. 

fie fai excl. of disgust or reproach; (now 
used trivially or joe.). xm. - (O)F. fi :- L. 
fi excl. at perceiving a bad smell; cf. ON. 
jy, which may have contributed to the ME. 
currency. 4JI Similar ints. are Gr. phu, L. 
phy, jii, jiifre, MHG. ]i, phi (G. pjui), Du. 
foei. 

fief fif feudal estate. xvrr. - (O)F. fief FEE. 
Cf. FEOFF. 

field fild open land ; piece of land used for 
pasture or tillage OE.; (pro b. after F. champ, 
but cf. OE. herefdd 'army field', wreljeld 
'slaughter field') ground on which a battle 
is fought XIII (Cursor M.). OE. feld, corr. 
to OFris., OS. feld (Du. veld; cf. VELD), 
OHG., G.feld (whence Sw.fiilt, Da.felt) :
WGerm. *fel}J!t :- prehistoric •pettus 

FIGHT 

(adopted in Finnish pel to field); ult. rei. to 
OE. folde earth, ground, OS. folda, ON. 
fold, the IE. base being *pJth-, whence 
also Gr. platzis broad, Skr. Prthus broad, 
Prthivi earth; cf. FLAT1

• Hence field vb. 
ttake the field in fight XVI; act as fie·ldsman 
at cricket, c.18zo. field MARSHAL (in Con
tinental armies) XVII (marshal of the field 
XVI), tr. G. feldmarschall, F. marechal de 
camp); in the British army from XVIII. 

fieldfare fi"ldfE;JJ species of thrush, Turdus 
pilaris. XIV. Late OE. feldejare 'scorellus', 
ME. feldefare (4 syll.), perh. f. feld FIELD+ 
stem of FARE 2, but the medial e in early 
forms is not accounted for. 

fiend find enemy; the Devil. OE. jeond = 
OFris.fiand, OS.fiond (Du. vijand), OHG. 
fiant (G.feind), ON.fjdndi, Goth.jijands :
CGerm. prp. of *fijejan (OE. ]eagan, ON. 
fia, Goth. fijan hate), rei. to Skr. piyati 
blames, derides. For origin and sp. cf. 
FRIEND. 

fierce fi;JJS tbrave, valiant; tproud; violent 
and intractable. XIII. -AN. fers, OF. fiers, 
nom. ofjer,fier (mod.fier proud) = Pr.fer, 
Sp., It. fiero :- L. feru-s wild, untamed; see 
FERAL2• 

fieri facias fai-drai fei·Jires (leg.) writ insti
tuting the process for executing a judge
ment. xv. Law L., 'cause to be made', i.e. 
fieri be made (see FIAT), facias, znd sing. 
pres. subj. of facere make, no1• 

fiery fai;J·ri of or like fire. xm. ME. fiiri, 
firy, fyry, fery, f. FIRE+ -Y1 ; cf. OFris. 
fiurech (Du. vurig), MHG. viurec (G.jeurig). 
The present sp. dates from xvr. 

fife faif shrill-toned flute-like instrument. 
XVI (fiphe, plzyje. jyfe). -G. pjeije PIPE or 
F. fifre- Swiss G. pfifre (G. pfeifer PIPER). 

fifteen, etc., see FIVE. 
fig1 fig (fruit of) fig-tree (Ficus). XIII 

(AncrR.). - (O)F. figue- Pr. fig(u)a = Sp. 
Jziga, Pg. figa amulet, It. fica pudendum 
muliebre (cf. Gr. aiJKov) :-Rom. *fica 
(whence OF. fie), for L. ficus (whence OF. 
fi, Sp. higo, Pg. figo, It. fico); Rom. and L. 
forms were adopted in Germ. as (i) OS., 
OHG.figa (Du. viJg, G.jeige) and (ii) OE.jic 
(ME. fike was prob.- ON. fikja). comp. 
fig-LEAF chiefly with ref. to Gen. iii 7 ('They 
sowed .. fygge leaves together', Coverdale). 

fig 2 fig contemptuous gesture with thumb 
and fingers. XVI (figge of Spaine). - F.figue 
(in phr. jaire la figue make this gesture; cf. 
Sp. hacer la figa, Pg. jazer figa)- It. fica 
(see prec.). 

fig 3 dress, equipment. XIX. f. fig vb. in phr. 
fig out or up to dress or furbish up, orig. 
said of gingering up horses; var. of tfeague 
(xvn), which is perh.- G. fegen polish, 
furbish up, sweep, Du. vegen (OS. fegon), 
f. Germ. *jeg-, rei. to *jag- of FAIR1• 

fight1 fait battle, combat. OE. feohte wk. 
fem.,jeoht and gefeoht str. n., corr. to OFris. 
fiuht, OS., OHG.jehta (Du. gevecht), OHG. 
gifeht (G. gefecht); f. base of the verb. 
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FIGHT 

fight• fait, pt., pp. fought f5t do battle, con
tend. OE. feohtan pt. feaht, fuhton, pp. 
fohten = OFris. fiuchta, OS. fehtan (Du. 
vechten), OHG. fehtan (G. fechten) :
WGerm. *fextan (*faxt, *fuxtum, *fox,ta
naz), formally identical with L. pectere comb 
(cf. PECTINATE), but the connexion of sense 
is not obvious. 

figment fi·gm:mt product of fictitious in
vention. xv (rare before late XVI). - L. fig
mentum, f. *fig-, base of fingere fashion, 
FEIGN. 

figurant m. fi·gjurrent, figurante fern. -at 
ballet-dancer; supernumerary on the stage. 
- F. figurant, fern. -ante, and It. figurante, 
prps. of figurer and figurare perform a 
dancing figure, posture; see next and -ANT. 

figure fi·g;}.I A. numerical symbol XIII 
(figures of augrim, AncrR.); B. (bodily) 
shape or form XIII (Cursor M.); in many 
senses repr. ult. technical uses of Gr. uxfiJLa 
SCHEME (rhet., gram., logic, math.) from XIV 
(Ch.) ; conspicuous appearance distinction, 
mark XVII. - (O)F. figure = Pr., Sp., It. 
figura-L. figilra, f. *jig-; see FEIGN, FIG
MENT, -URE. So fi·gure vb. XIV. - (O)F. 
figurer - L. figiirdre, f. the sb. The L. vb. 
translated Gr. ax7Jp.arl~«v, the pf. part. of 
which was rendered by L. figurdtus (whence 
figurATE 2 xvr), used in the sense of fi·gurA
TIVE (xiv, Trevisa, -·late L.jigurtitivus). Cf. 
configuration, prefigure, transfigure. 

figurine fi·gjurin small carved figure. xrx. 
-F. figurine- It. figurina, dim. of figura 
FIGURE; see -INE1• 

figwort fi·gw;'i.It name of plants reputed to 
cure 'the fig' or ficus, i.e. piles. XVI. orig. 
applied to Ficaria, now Ranunculus Ficaria, 
pilewort; see FIG, WORT. 

Fijian fid3i·an pert. to Fiji (native name 
Viti) or the archipelago in the Pacific Ocean 
of which Viti Levu is the principal island; 
see -AN. XVIII. 

filacer, -zer fi ·las;u, -za.I former officer of 
the courts at Westminster, who filed writs. 
-Law F. filacer (-ER2), f. AN. filaz file of 
documents - medL. filacium, either f. L. 
filum thread, FILE 2, or shortening of late 
L. chartophylacium chest for papers - Gr. 
khartophuldkion, f. khdrtes paper, CHART+ 
phulak- (phuldssein) keep, guard. 

filament fi·lam:mt tenuous thread-like body. 
XVI. -F. filament or modL. filamentum, 
f. late L.filtire, f. filum thread, FILE2 • 

filbert fi·lb:ut (nut of) the cultivated hazel. 
XIV (Gower). Earliest forms philliberd, 
fylberde, filbert - AN. philbert, short for 
*'noix de Philibert (cf. Norman dial. noix de 
filbert) St. Philibert's nut, so named from 
its ripening about his day, 22 Aug. (o.s.). 

filch filtJ steal. XVI (Awdelay). orig. thieves' 
slang, of unkn. origin. 

file1 fail metal instrument for abrading sur
faces OE.; (sl.) cunning fellow XIX (cf. F. 
lime sourde lit. 'silent file'). OE. fil = OS. 

FILL 

fila (Du. vijl), OHG.fihala.fila (G.jeile) :
WGerm. *fixalti, which is referred to IE. 
*pik- *peik- cut, repr. also by OSI. pifati 
write, L. pingere PAINT, Gr. pikros sharp, 
bitter. Hence file vb.1 smooth with a file. 
XIII (AncrR.). 

file 2 fail (arch., dial.) defile. OE. f:Ylan (also 
with ti-, be-, ge-) = MLG. villen, MHG. 
viulen :- WGerm. *filfjan, f. Germ. *fillaz 
FOUL. 

file 3 fail A. string or wire on which papers are 
strung XVI ; collection of papers so preserved 
or arranged in order XVII. B. (mil.) men con
stituting the depth of a formation ; row of 
persons, etc., one behind another )( rank. 
XVI. - (O)F. fil = Pr. jil, Sp. hilo, It. filo :
L.jilum thread. Hence file vb 2• place on or 
in a file xv; tplace (men) in a file XVI; move 
in file XVII. Cf. DEFILE 2, ENFILADE. 

filemot, philamot fi·lim:Jt. XVII. Altera
tion ofFEUILLE-MORTE; sp. with ph- C.1650. 

filial fi ·!i:Jl pert. to a son or daughter. xv. 
- (O)F.filial or ChrL.jilitilis, f. L.jilius son, 
/ilia daughter, prob. based on IE. "'dhe
suck, repr. by jecundus FECUND, fetus F<ETUS, 
femina FEMALE; see -AL1 and cf. F. filial. So 
filiA·TION (theol.) becoming or being a son 
xv; relationship or descent as of a son xvn. 
- (O)F. filiation- ChrL. filititiii, f. L. filius. 

filibeg, philibeg, fill- fi·libeg (Sc.) kilt. 
XVIII. - Gael. jeileadhbeag, f. jeiladh fold, 
plait+beag little, as dist. from the large kilt, 
feiladhmor. 

filibuster fi ·libAsta.I tfreebooter xvr (fli
butor, fleebooter); piratical adventurer in the 
W. Indies XVIII; adventurer in Central 
America and Spanish W. Indies, r8so-6o 
XIX. The ult. source is Du. vrijbuiter FREE
BOOTER, of which the earliest Eng. exx. are 
obvious alterations; the present use begins 
with the adoption (xvm) of F. jlibustier 
(xvn); this was succeeded (xrx) by the 
present form- Sp. jilibustero, which itself 
is from F. The chronology and mutual rela
tion of the various forms present difficulties. 

filic- filis-, filik- stem of L. jilix fern, as in 
ji·lical, jili·cijorm, ji·licoid. XIX. 

filigree fi·ligri jewel work made with 
threads and beads. xvn (Evelyn). Altera
tion of jiligreen, var. of jiligrane (xvn-xrx) 
-F. jiligrane- It. filigrana, f. L. filum 
thread (FILE1)+grtinum seed, GRAIN. 

filioque filiou·kwi, fai-. xrx. L., 'and [from] 
the Son', phr. inserted in the Western form 
of the Nicene Creed to assert the procession 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son as well as 
from the Father. 

filll fil A. full supply of food OE.; B. quan
tity that fills xvr. OE. fyllu = OHG. fulli 
(G. fiille), ON. fyllr, Goth. ujarlfullei :
CGerm. *'fullin, f. *fullaz FULL1• In B f. 
FILL 2, with which this sb. has always been 
associated. 
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FILL 

fi.lP fil make full OE. ; occupy the who!·~ of; 
execute, fulfil, complete. OE. fyllan = 
OFris.fullia, OS.fullian (Du. vullen), 0 fiG. 
julien (G.fiillen), O~.fylla, Goth. (CGerm.) 
julljan ; f. "fullaz FULL 1 • Cf. FULFIL. 

fill" fil shaft of cart. XVI (Sh.) dial. var. of 
THILL. 

fillet fi·lit headband; narrow flat band, 
strip XIV; (cookery) slice of meat or fish xv. 
ME. filet- (O)F. filet = Pr. filet, Sp. flete, 
It. filetto - CRom. dim. of L. filum thread 
(FILE3

); see -ET. 
fillip fi·lip movement made with a fi~ger 
suddenly released from contact with the 
thumb xv; (fig.) stimulus XVII. imit. 1\lso 
as vb. (XVI). Cf. FLIP1, FLIRT. 

fillister fi·list:>.r rabbeting-plane. XIX. 
perh. based on synon. F. feuilleret; fm the 
repr. of F. feuill- by jil- cf. FILEMOT. 

filly fi·li young mare. xv. prob. much dder 
if- 0~. jylja :- *fuljon, parallel to 03G. 

fulihha (MHG. fiilhe), f. Germ. *jul- FOAL. 
film film tmembrane OE; thin peli icle, 

fine thread XIV. OE. filmen membrane, 
caul, prepuce= OFris. filmene sk.n :
Germ. "filminjam, f. *felmon (whence OE. 
teg!felma skin of an egg), f. *fellam FELL1• 

In the senses 'photographic film', 'celluloid 
roll for cinematographic picture', 'cirerna 
performance' the word has become CEur. 
Hence fi·lmY1

• XVII. 
filoselle fi·losel floss silk. XVII. -F. filo

selle, superseding OF. filloisel- It. dial. 
filosello, for *folisello :- Rom. *jollicellm co
coon (whence OF. foucel), for L. fol/i,:ulus 
FOLLICLE. 

filter fi ·lt:>.r tfelt XIV ; piece of felt, etc., for 
freeing liquids of impure matter XVI; any 
apparatus for this XVII. -OF. filtre, var. of 
feltre (mod. jeutre felt) = Pr. jeutre, Sp. 
fieltro, It. feltro felt, filter- medL. fil~rum 
·- \VGerm. *jiltir (-iz) FELT. Hence vb. XVI. 
So fi·ltrATE 3 pass through a filter. xvn. f. 
pp. stem of modL. filtrtire; cf. INFILTI:ATE. 

filth fil]:> tputrid matter OE. ; unclean 
matter XIII. OE. fylp = OS. fillitha 1pu. 
vuilte), OHG. fiilida :-Germ. *fiilaz FOL'L; 
see -TH1 . Hence fi·lthY1. XIV. 

fimble fi·mbl male plant of hemp, pro
ducing a weaker fibre than the female plant 
(carlhemp). xv. Earlierfem(b)le-Du.j.mzel, 
LG. fimel- F. (chanvre) femelle 'FEUIALE 
(hemp)', this name being pop. applied to 
what modem botanists call the male plant, 

fimbria fi·mbri:J (techn.) fringe. >VIII. 
Late L. (earlier only pl. fimbrire). Cf. 
FRINGE. So fi·mbriate (her. and nat. hist.) 
fringed. XIX. - L. fimbriatus; see -ATE 2• 

fi·mbriated. xv (Book of St. Albans!. 
fin fin propelling and steering organ. of 

fishes. OE. fin(n) = MLG. finne (whence 
G. finne), MDu. vinne (Du. vin); a word of 
the North Sea area, prob. ult. rei. to L. 
pinna feather, wing (cf. PINNACLE):- *pidna, 
Oir. ind end, point:- *pindom. 

FINE 

final fai·n:>l marking an end, putting an end 
to something; relating to end or purpos-e. 
XIV (R. Mannyng, Ch.). - (O)F. final or L. 
finalis, f. finis end; see FINE1, -AL1• The 
earliest uses are in final peace (tr. medL. 
finalis pax or concordia), final cause (tr. 
medL. finalis causa, rendering Aristotle's 
.,-6 o?J <v£Ka, .,-6 ·d>.os). So finaliTY fain~·liti. 
XVI (once; not current till early XIX). - F. 
-late L. fi·nalLY 2• XIV (Ch); after OF. 
final(e)ment, late L. finiiliter. fi·nalrzE put 
into final form. XX. 

finance fi-, fain~·ns tend; tsettlement, 
payment xrv; tsupply, stock; ttax, taxation 
xv; (pl.) pecuniary resources; management 
of (public) money XVIII. - (O)F. finance 
tend, tpayment, money (cf. AL. financia 
payment XIV), f. finer make an end, sett;e, 
ransom, bargain for, procure, f. fin end, 
FINE1. The senses now current are from 
modF. usage. Hence fina·nciAL. xv:n 
(Burke). fina·nciER. XVII (Bacon). - F. 
financier. 

finch fin1J name of many small passerine 
birds, esp. of the family Fringillidre. OE. 
fine= MDu. vinke (Du. vink), OHG.jincho 
(G.fink) :- WGerm. *fiykiz, *fiykjon, perh. 
of IE. age. 

find faind come upon; attain OE. ; procure, 
supply xm ; support, maintain XIV. OE. 
findan, pt. fand, fundon, pp. funden = 
OFris. finda, OS.findan,fithan (Du. vinden), 
OHG. findan (G. finden), ON. finna, Goth. 
finpan :-Germ. *finpan, *fanp, *fundum, 
"'fundonaz :- IE. base *pent- (whence Oir. 
etain I find), perh. identical with the base 
meaning 'go, journey' (cf. OE. jepa, OHG. 
fendo footsoldier :- "'fanpjon), or a nasaliz,ed 
var. of *pet- in L. petere seek, aim at. The 
Germ. conjugation should have yielded OE. 
*lipan, *fop; the existing forms are ana
logical on bindan BIND, etc. The form of the 
pt. found, superseding ME. fond, foond, 
shows assim. to pt. pl. or pp., as in BI:-ID, 
GRI:r.."D, WIND 2• Hence find sb. XIX. 

fine1 fain tend, conclusion XII ; final agree
ment, settlement of a suit; composition paid 
XIII. - (O)F. fin = Pr., Sp. fin, Pg. jim, It. 
fine :- L.finem, nom. -is end, in medL. sum 
to be paid on concluding a lawsuit. tJJ For 
foot of the fine see FOOT. So, or- OF. finer 
(see FINANCE), fine vb1• tpay a fine XIII; 
impose a fine on XVI. 

fine 2 fain consummate in quality XIII 
(Cursor M.); delicate, subtle; handsome, 
excellent, admirable XIV; elegant XVI ; of the 
weather XVIII. - (O)F. fin = Pr. fin, Sp., 
It. fino :- CRom. *finus, f. finire FINISH, 
after such pairs as grossus, grossire. The Rom. 
word was adopted in OHG. fin (G. fein), 
(M)Du. jijn, Ice!. finn. The later uses, ex
pressing admiring approbation, are of purely 
Eng. development, and corr. to those of 
F. beau. Fine arts (xvm) tr. F. beaux arts. 
Hence fine vb. 2 refine XIV; make fine, small, 
etc., xvr. 
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FINE 

fine• fin liqueur brandy. XIX. F., short for 
fine champagne, abbrev. of eau-de-vie fine 
de la Champagne 'fine brandy of Cham
pagne'. 

finesse fine·s tfineness, purity; delicacy, 
refinement; artfulness, artifice. xv. Many 
of the earliest exx. of fynes(se), fines are 
spellings of fineness ( cf. playnes for playn
ness, and the like), and it is difficult to deter
mine the date of the adoption of F. finesse 
(= Pr., Sp. fineza, It. finezza) :- CRom. 
*finitia, f. *finus FI:-!E2 ; see -Ess•. 

finger fi·IJgaJ: one of the digits of the hand. 
OE. finger = OFris. finger, OS., OHG. 
fingar (Du. vinger, G. finger), ON. fingr, 
Goth. figgrs :- CGerm. *fiygraz, perh. :
IE. *peyqros, f. *peyqe FIVE. Cf. FIST1 • 

fingering fi•IJgariiJ kind of knitting wool. 
XVII. Earliest fonns fingram, fingrum, fin
grine; poss. alteration of OF. fin grain 'fine 
grain' (cf. GROGRAM). «.!! Derivation from 
FINGER seems to be out of the question. 

finial fi·nial tadj. final; sb. (archit.) ter
minal ornament of an apex or corner. XIV. 
-AN. "'finial or AL. "'finiiilis, f. fin, finis 
end; see FINE\ -IAL. 

finical fi·nikal over nice or particular. XVI 
(Nashe). prob. academic sl. in origin, f. 
FINE 2 +·ICAL; poss. suggested by MDu. 
jijnkens accurately, neatly, prettily (Kilian). 
Hence fi·nickiNG 2 XVII, fi·nickY1 XIX. 

finis fai·nis the L. word placed at the end 
of a book, etc., xv; conclusion, end XVII. 
L. (orig. border, frontier). So finish fi·niJ 
bring to an end, complete XIV; bring to 
perfection xv. ME. fenisshe- OF. jeniss
(mod. finiss-), lengthened stem of fenir 
(altered to finir) = Pr. fenir, It. finire :- L. 
finire, f. finis; see FINE\ -ISH 2• finite 
fai·nait tdefinite xv; limited xv. - L. 
/initus, pp. offinire. 
Finn fin Germ. name of a people of NE. 
Europe and Scandinavia calling their coun
try Suomi and speaking a Ural-Altaic lan
guage. OE. Pinnas pl., corr. to G. /<'inne, 
0::-J. Pinnr; recorded as L. Penni (Tacitus 
'Germania' xlvi), Gr. Phinnoi (Ptolemy). 
Hence Fi·nnrc. xvii. - modL. Fi·nnrsH1• 

xvm; cf. ON.Finnskr, G.finnisch. Fi·nno•, 
comb. form, as in Finno-Ugrian, -Ugric, 
epithet of the westernmost branch of the 
Ural-Altaic languages. 

finnan fi·nan haddock cured with the 
smoke of green wood, etc. xviii. Earlier 
forms findon, findram, fintrum, findhorn; 
name of the river Findhonz, confused with 
Findon, a village in Kincardineshire. 

fiord, fjord fj5.ld long narrow arm of the 
sea. XVII. - Norw. fiord:- ON. fhri'Jr :
"'ferjJuz; cf. FIRTH, FORD. 

fir fS.1 coniferous tree (Pinus, Abies, Picea). 
XIV (Cursor M., Ch., Trevisa). ME. firr, 
fyrre, w. midi. ve(e)r, vyrre; prob.- ON. 
fyri- (in fyrisk6gr fir-wood, etc.) :-Germ. 
"'furxjon, f. "'furxo, whence OE. furhiwudu 
fir-wood, OHG.jorha (G.johre), ON.jura, 

FISCAL 

beside OHG. verehieih (G. tferch), Lom
bardic fereha kind of oak ; cf. L. quercus 
(:- *perkus) oak. «.!! Like BEECH and BIRCH, 
of Germ. and (partly) IE. extent. 

fire fai<1.1 principle of combustion; burning 
material OE. ; conflagration XII ; heat of 
fever, passion, etc., XIV; firing of guns XVI 
(cf. F.jeu, as injairejeu fire a gun). OE.jyr 
= OFris., OS. fiur (Du. vuur), OHG. fiur, 
juir (G. feuer) :- WGerm. "'fiiir (ON. had 
poet.furr,Jyrrm.), carr. to Gr.pur, Umbrian 
pir, Czech pyf, Arm. hiir, Tach. por, pwiir; 
cf. Skr. piivakds fire. Hence fire vb. OE. 
jyrian supply with firing; set on fire, lit. and 
fig. xm ; discharge, explode XVI ; burn out 
(orig. U.S.) xrx. 

firkin f;i·.Ikin tcask XIV; quarter of a 
'barrel' xv(ferdekyn,ferken). prob.- MDu. 
"'vierdekijn, dim. of vierde FOURTH; see -KIN. 

firlot f<~·.Il;:,t (Sc.) quarter of a boll. xv. 
Found in AL. ferthelota (xm) prob.- ON. 
fjoroi hlotr fourth part (LOT). 

firm1 f;}J:m fixed, immovable XIV; stable, 
not yielding xv. ME. ferm(e)- (O)F. Jenne 
:- L. firmus. Conformed XVI to L. sp. 

firm • fa.1m tsignature XVI ; (style of) a com
mercia! house XVIII. In the earliest use 
- Sp. firma, later- It. firma, of the same 
origin, medL. firma (cf. FARM), f. L. firmiire 
strengthen, in late L. confinn by one's signa
ture, f. firmus FIRM1 • 

firmament fa·.1mament vault of heaven. 
XIII. - (O)F. firmament- L. firmiimentum, 
f. firmiire strengthen, f. firmus FIRM1 ; see 
-MENT. The L. word, meaning orig. 'sup
port, foundation', was adopted in the 
Vulgate, in imitation of LXX Gr. stereoma 
(f. stereoun make firm, f. stereos firm) as the 
rendering of Heb. riiqi'a applied to the 
vault of the sky, pro b. lit. expanse, f. riiqia' 
spread out, beat or tread out, (in Syriac) 
make firm or solid. 

firman f;j· .1man edict; licence, permit. 
xvn. - Pers. fermiin, OPers. "'framiinii com
mand= Skr. pramii~zam (right) measure, 
standard, authority, f. pra- PRO-+ *mil
MEASURE. 

first f;J.1st that is before all others. OE. 
fyr(e)st = OFris. ferost, -est, ferst, OS. 
*Jurist (in juristo wk. masc. as sb. prince, 
whence Du. vorst), OHG. jurist (furisto 
prince, whence G. fiirst), ON. fyrstr:
CGerm. "'furistaz, super!. formation on 
*fur-, *for- (see FOR, FORE, ·EST, and cf. 
FORMER, FOREMOST) :- IE. *pr, whence the 
various formations with super!. suffixes 
meaning 'first', e.g. Gr. p1·otos PROTO-, 
priJtistos, L. primus PRIME, Skr. prathamds. 
Hence firstLING1 first product or offspring. 
XVI (Coverdale). 

firth fS.1p arm of the sea, estuary. xv. orig. 
Sc.- ON. fjpror FIORD. 

fiscal fi·skal pert. to the treasury (spec. in 
Sc. PROCURATOR fiscal); sb. title of certain 
officials. XVI. - F. fiscal or L. fiscalis, f. 
fiscus treasury, orig. rush-basket, purse. 
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FISH 

fish1 fiJ vertebrate water animal with gills. 
OE.jisc = OFris.jisk, OS., OHG.jisc (Du. 
visch, G. fisch), ON. fiskr, Goth. fishs :
CGerm. *fiskaz :- *piskos, rei. to L. piscis 
(cf. PISCINA), Ir. iasc, Gael. iasg (:- *peiskos). 
So fish vb. OE. fiscian, fi·shERl, OE. 
fiscere, also CGerm. ; cf. L. pisciirf, pisciirius. 
Hence fi·shv1• xvr. (j[ There is no CIE. 
word for 'fish'; W. pysg, Corn. pisc are- L. 

fish 2 fif mend (a broken spar, etc.) with a 
piece of wood (fish or fish-plate). XVII (Capt. 
Smith). - (O)F. ficher fix :-Rom. *figiciire, 
intensive of L. figere FIX. Hence (after F. 
fiche) fish sb. (naut.) piece of word used to 
strengthen another XVII; plate of iron, etc., 
to protect or strengthen a beam, rail, etc. 
XIX. Cf. next. 

fish 3 fiJ flat piece of bone, etc., used as a 
counter in games. XVIII. - F. fiche, f. ficher 
(see prec.), assoc. with FISH1 because of the 
shape. 

fissile fi·sail that may be split. XVII. - L. 
fissilis, f. fiss-, pp. stem of findere to cleave; 
see BITE, -ILE. So fissURE fi·Ja.r cleft, split. 
LXIV. - (O)F. fissure or L. fisstlra; fission 
fi·fan XIX. - L. fission-em. 

fist1 fist clenched hand. OE. fyst = OFris. 
jest, MLG. just (Du. vuist), OHG. just (G. 
faust) :- WGerm. *fiisti, perh. :- *fuxstiz, 
for *fuyxstiz :- *pt;qstis (whence OS!. p~sti. 
fist), f. zero grade of IE. *peyqe FIVE; cf. 
FINGER. Hence fi·StiC XIX, fi·St!CAL XVIII. 
fi·sticuffs fighting. XVII; pro b. f. fisty adj. 
(xvii)+pl. of CUFF 2

• 

fist 2 fist breaking wind. First recorded xv, 
but prob. repr. OE. *fist (cf. vbl. sb.fisting), 
corr., with variety of vowel-grade, to MLG. 
vist, MDu. veest, Du. vijst, G. fist; cf. also 
ON.fisa vb.; Germ. *fisti- prob. rests on an 
orig. *fest- :- IE. *pezd-, whence L. pedere, 
Gr. bdezn (:- *bzdefn), Lith. bezdeti. CJ[ Cf. 
wolf's or wolves' fist Fungus Lycoperdon. 

fistula fi·stjula long sinuous ulcer. XIV 
(earlier fystel, fistle from OF.). L. fistula 
pipe, also in path. sense. 

fit1 (arch.fytte) fit division of a poem, canto. 
OE. fitt = OS. *fittia (preserved in latinized 
form vittea in the preface to 'Heliand'); 
identified by some with OHG. fizza list of 
cloth (G. fitze skein of yarn, tthread with 
which weavers mark off a day's work) and 
ON. fit hem; but cf. next. 

FIX 

with the gen. sense 'arrange, adjust, match', 
which accords in meaning with (rare) ME. 
fitte person's match (xm). The chronology 
of the evidence is inadequate for the deter
mination of the relation between this set of 
words. Hence fit sb. XVII. Cf. OUTFIT. 

fitch I, dial. var. of VETCH. XIV (ficche, Wycl. 
Bible); occurs in A.V., Isaiah xxviii 25. 

fitchew fi·tfii polecat and its fur. XIV. 
- OF. ficheau, dial. var. of fissel (pl. fis
siaulx), later fissau, dim. of a word appearing 
in early Du. as fisse, visse, vitsche, whence 
ult. also synon. fitch 2 XVI. 

Fitz fits AN. sp. ofOF.fiz (fits), ear!ierfilz 
(mod. fils) :- L. filius son; survives in sur
names in which it is followed by an unin
flected genitive, e.g. Fitzherbert, Fitzwilliam. 

five faiv 5, v. repr. inflected fife (fifa, 
fifum) of OE. !if= OFris., OS. fif (Du. 
vijj), OHG. fimj, finf (G. fiinf), ON. fimm, 
Goth. fimf :- CGerm. *fimfi :- IE. *pempe, 
altered by assim. from *pel)qwe, whence 
Skr. paiicha, Gr. pente, pempe, L. quinque 
(with assim. of initial p), Olr. c6ic, Gaulish 
pempe, OW. pimp (mod. pump), Lith. penkl, 
OS!. p~stt FIST1• So fifTEEN fifti·n, fi·ftin 
xs,xv. OE.fiftene(-tiene) = OFris.fiftine, 
OS. fiftein (Du. vijjtien), OHG. fimfzehan 
(G.janjzehn), ON.fimtdn, Goth.fimftaihun. 
Hence fifteenTH. Late OE. fiftenpa (xi), 
ult. superseding OE. fifteopa, ME. fiftethe; 
northern ME. fiftend was- ON. fimtdndi. 
fifTH 2 fif]> ordinal of five. OE. fifta = 
OFris. fifta, OS. fifto (Du. vi.Jjde), OHG. 
fimfto (G.fiinfte), ON.fimti :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *fimfton :-IE. *peyqto- (cf. Gr. 
pemptos, L. quintus), f. *peyqwe FIVE. The 
normal fift survives dial. ; the standard form 
has -th after fourth (cf. sixth, etc.). fifty 
fi·fti five tens. OE. fiftig = OFris., OS. 
fiftich (Du. vijjtig), OHG. fimfzug (G. 
janjzig), ON. fimmtigr, Goth. fimjtigjus; see 
FIVE, -TY1 • Hence fi·ftiETH1 • OE. fiftigeopa, 
corr. to ON. fimmtugandi. 

fives faivz game in which a ball is struck 
with the hand against a wall. XVII. pl. of 
FIVE. Of uncertain origin, but perh. so 
called because orig. played by two teams of 
five persons; cf. 'squaring out the forme of 
a tennis court .. by this square they (being 
stript of their dublets) played five to five, 
with the handball' (Nichols' 'Progresses of 
Queen Elizabeth'). fit 2 fit tdangerous position or experience 

XIV; paroxysm; sudden state of activity xvr. 
OE.fitt (once) prob. 'conflict', orig. mean- fix fiks make firm or stable xv; place in a 
ing perh. 'juncture', 'meeting', 'match', definite position or state XVI. Partly f. pp. 
which might relate or identify this word tfix (XIV, Ch.)- OF. fix (mod. fixe) or its 
with prec. Cf. FIT", FIT•. Hence fi·tFUL'; source L. fixus, pp. of figere fix, fasten; 
usedonce by Sh. ('Macbeth' III ii 23), popu- partly- medL. fixiire (cf. F. fixer, Sp. fijar, 
larized by Scott. It. fissare), f. L. fixus. Cf. AFFIX, PREFIX, 

SUFFIX, TRANSFIX. Hence fix sb. (orig. U.S.). 
fit3 fit well suited, proper XIV; qualified, pre- XIX. So fixA·TION. XIV (alch., Gower). 
pared, ready xvr. perh. pp. of FIT', q.v. - medL. fi·xiTY. XVII (Boyle). fi·xtuRE. 

fit4 fit be and make proper or suitable; XVII (Sh. 'Merry Wives' III iii 67, rst Folio). 
supply, equip. XVI. In these senses not Alteration, after mixture, of tfixure (XVII, 
recorded before late XVI ; but a vb. fitte Drayton). - late L. fixiira (Tertullian, 
marshal forces (XIV) may point to a ME. vb. Vulg.). 

[358] 



FIZGIG 

fizgig fi·zgig A. light woman XVI; spinning
top; squib XVII; B. harpoon XVI. The first 
el. may be tfise fart, or FIZZ; the second is 
GIGt, which was used early in the senses of 
'frivolous person' and 'whipping-top'; for 
sense B cf. Sp. fisga (- G. fischgabel fish
hook). 

fizz fiz make a hissing sound, as of efferve
scence. XVII. imit.; cf. next. Hence sb. 
tdisturbance XVIII ; effervescing sound ; ( sl.) 
champagne XIX. 

fizzle fi·zl tbreak wind silently XVI; (orig. 
U.S.) come to a lame conclusion, fail XIX. 
app. f. FIZZ (but this is recorded later)+ -LE3. 
Cf. FIST 2• 

flabbergast fhe·b;~igast confound utterly. 
XVIII. The pp. is mentioned, along with 
bored, in 1772 ('Annual Register' ii 191) as 
a new piece of fashionable slang; per h. 
fanciful formation on FLABBY and AGHAST. 

flabby fl:e·bi soft and limp XVII (Dryden); 
nerveless, feeble XVIII. Expressive altera
tion of synon. flappy (xVI), f. FLAP+-Y1• 

flaccid fl::e·ksid limp; drooping. xvn. - F. 
flaccide or L. flaccidus, f. flaccus flabby; see 
-ml. 

flag1 fl::eg plant of the genus Iris; (fom1erly) 
reed, rush. xrv. Related in some way to 
(i) Du. flag, occurring in Bible of 1637, Job 
viii I r margin (where A.V. has the same 
word) and to (ii) Da. flmg yellow iris. 

flag 2 fl:eg (E. Anglian) turf, sod xv; flat 
slab of stone XVII. pro b. of Scand. origin; 
cf. Icel. flag spot where a turf has been cut 
out, ON.flaga slab of stone (cf. FLAW1). Cf. 
FLAKE2, dial. flauglzt. 

flag• fl:eg piece of stuff attached to a staff 
and used as a standard or signal. XVI. perh. 
orig. an application of tflag adj. (see next). 
f]J A doubtful ex. of synon. fagge (xv) sug
gests comparison with 'the flagg or the fagg 
federis' of a hawk's wing (Book of St. Albans, 
1486). Adopted in several Germ. langs. 

flag4 fl::eg thang down; become limp or 
feeble. xvr. rei. to tflag adj. hanging loose 
(XVI), of unlm. origin. 

flagellant flad3e·lant one who scourges him
self (as a discipline). XVI. - L. flagellant-, 
-tins, prp. offlagelltire whip (whence flagel-
1ATE3 fl~·d3ileit XVII, flagellA•TIO!'I XV), f. 
flagellum, dim. offlagrwn scourge; see -ANT. 

flageolet fl::ed3ale·t small wind instru-
ment. XVII (flajolet). -F. flageolet, dim. 
of OF. flag(e)ol, flajol (whence ME. flagel 
XIV) - Pr. flajol, of unkn. origin; see -ET. 

Oagitious fl;~d3i'J;~s extremely wicked. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). - L. flagitiosus, f. fltigitium 
noisy protest against a person's conduct, 
scandal, (hence) shameful act, crime, f. 
fltigita1·e demand earnestly or vociferously, 
f. base meaning 'make a noise'; see -rous. 

Oagon fl::e·g;~n large bottle for wine, etc. xv. 
Late ME.flakon,flagan- AN. *flagon, (O)F. 
flacon, earlier *flascon :- late L. flascii(n-) 

FLAMEN 

FLASK. For the change of inter-sonant k to g 
cf. segrestain sexton, SUGAR. 

flagrant flei·gr;~nt (arch. or obs.) blazing, 
burning, ardent xv; 'flaming into notice' 
(J.), glaring, notorious XVIII. -F. flagrant 
or L. flagrant-, tins, prp. of flagrtire burn, 
blaze, be enflamed, f. "'flag-, repr. a var. of 
IE. *blz[eg- (cf. FLAME, FULMINATE, PHLEGM, 
(RE)FULGENT); see -ANT. The second sense 
derives from the use repr. by F. en flagrant 
delit red-handed, medL. or modL. (in) fla
grante delicto, late L. flagrante crimine (Codex 
of Justinian), lit. 'the offence raging'. 

flail fleil instrument for threshing by hand, 
OE. "'flegil (repr. once by a late aberrant 
formfligel), in ME.fleJJl (Orm),fleil,fleyl = 
OS. flegil, (M)Du. vlegel, (O)HG. flegel :
\VGerm. *flagil-, prob. - L. flagellum 
scourge, (in Vulgate) flail, whence the Rom. 
fom1s OF. flaiel, flee! (mod. fleau scourge), 
Pr. flagel, Sp. flagelo, It. fragello. Examples 
of the Eng. word are rare before xv and the 
later ME. currency was prob. due to adop
tion from OF. or MDu. 

flair fle;u sagacious perceptiveness. XIX. 
F., f. flairer smell :- Rom. *fltigrtire, for L. 
frtigrtire (see FRAGRANT). tJ[ In ME. the OF. 
word was adopted in the sense 'odour, 
smell'. 

flak fl::ek anti-aircraft fire (with shift of 
sense). xx. G., f. initials of fliegerabzvehr
kanone 'aircraft-defence-gun'. 

flake fleik one of the small pieces in which 
snow falls XIV (Ch.); piece of ignited matter 
thrown off XIV; flat or scaly fragment xv; 
(arch.) bundle of fibres, lock of hair xvr. 
immed. source unkn. ; the several senses 
may repr. derivs. of different origin; com
parable forms in Scand. langs. are Norw. 
flak, flak patch, flake, flake form into flakes, 
Sw. is[flak ice-floe, ON. flakna flake off, 
split. Cf. FLAW1• Hence Hake vb. xv. 

flambeau fl::e·mbou torch. xvn. - (O)F. 
flambeau, dim. of flambe, tflamble :- L. flam
mula, dim. of flamma FLAME. 

flamboyant flrembobnt (orig. archit.) 
characterized by waved flame-like forms; 
flamingly coloured. XIX. - F. flamboyant, 
prp. offlamboyer, earlier flambeiier, f. flambe; 
see prec. 

flame fleim ignited vapour; fig. of passion 
XIV (R. Rolle); visible combustion xv. ME. 
flaume, flamme, flame- AN. *flaume, OF. 
flame, (also mod.) flamme = Pr. flama, Sp. 
llama, Pg. chamma, It.fiamma :- L.flamma, 
f. base repr. by FLAGRANT. For the origin of 
the var. tflambe (xrv-xvii) see prec. For the 
pronunc. cf. angel, chamber, strange. So 
flame vb. XIV. -OF. flamer, flammer 
(which was superseded by flamber xvr). 

ftamen flei·men tas used by Geoffrey of 
Monmouth for a supposed grade of priest 
in heathen Britain XIV (R. Mannyng) ; 
priest of a particular deity in ancient Rome 
XVI. - L. fliimen. 
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FLAMINGO 

Bamingo flremi•IJgou bird with long legs 
and neck and scarlet plumage. XVI. Early 
forms fiemengo, -ingo- Pg. fiamengo - Pr. 
fiamenc (whence also Sp. flamenco, F. 
jiamant), f.jiama FLAME+Germ. suffix -i1)g
-ING3; so named because of its bright 
plumage (cf. the Gr. name phoinik6pteros 
lit. 'red-feathered'). 

Bammenwerfer flre·m;}nv~~f;}~ flame-
throwing weapon. xx. G., f. fiamme FLAME 
+agent-noun of werfen throw (WARP). 

Ban flren disc of metal before stamping ; 
open tart XIX. -F. flan; see FLAWN. 

Banconade flreiJkonei·d thrust in the side 
at fencing. XVII. -F. fianconnade, f. fianc 
FLANK. 

Bange flrend3 widening part XVII; project
ing flat rim xvm. Partly synon. with tfianch 
(XVIII-XIX); OF. fianchir and fiangir (pre
sumably f. fianche, var. of fianc FLANK), 
which are used as syns. ofjiechir bend, may 
be the source of the vbs. fianch and flange, 
from which the corr. sbs. might be derived; 
but the chronological evidence does not 
favour this. 

Bank flre~k side of the body of an animal 
between ribs and hip XII ; extreme side of 
an army XVI. - (O)F. fianc, carr. to Sp. 
fianco, It. fianco - Frank. •hlanca side; cf. 
FLINCH, LINK1. 

Bannel flre·n;}l open woollen stuff. XIV. 
Early forms fianell, beside.fian(n)en, fian(n)
ing; the latter are perh. the orig. forms and 
- W. gwlanen woollen article, f. gwliin WOOL. 

t]J The Eng. word is the source of F.fianelle, 
whence Sp. fianela, franela, It. frannella, 
frenella, G. fianell, Du. flanel. Used ludi
crously to designate a Welshman in Sh. 
'Merry Wives' v v 172. 

Bap flrep tblow XIV; fly-flapper xv; loose 
pendent part XVI. So Bap vb. strike with 
something flexible and broad XIV; (of birds) 
beat the wings XVI. prob. imit., like clap, 
slap, rap, tap; cf. Du. flap blow, fly-flapper, 
lid of a can,jlappen strike, clap. Hence Ba·p
noo:DLE (colloq.) nonsense, humbug. XIX. 
Ba·pDRA:GON snapdragon. XVI (Sh.). Ba·p
pER1 one who or a thing which flaps XVI · 
young partridge XIX (hence sl., young wo~ 
man xx). 

Bare fiE;}~ spread out, as hair, etc. XVI· bum 
with a spreading flame XVII (Milto~); in 
prp. Ba·riNG 2 showy, gaudy. XVII. Ofunkn. 
origin (perh. Scand.). Hence Bare sb. XIX. 
Ba·re-uP, f. phr. flare up. XIX. 

Bash flreJ sudden burst of flame or light 
XVI ; sudden rush of water; superficial 
brilliance; tbrilliant or showy person XVII· 
t(sl.) wig XVII; ornament sewn to the colla; 
of a tunic formerly worn by officers of the 
23rd Royal Welch Fusiliers and supposed 
to be the relic of a queue XIX. f. Bash vb., 
the earliest uses of which refer to the rush
ing or dashin15 of water (XIV ; preceded by an 
obscure flaskJe sprinkle xm), its application 

FLAVINE 

to the bursting forth of light or flame being 
of doubtful occurrence before XVI. Hence 
Ba·ahY1 xvi, of which flash adj. (xvn) is a 
partial syn. 

Bask flask tcontainer for wine, clothing 
XIV; case for gunpowder XVI ; (wine) 
bottle with long narrow neck XVII. In the 
second sense - F. flasque, in the third prob. 
- It. fiasco; the F. form (OF. flasche, flaske) 
repr. medL. flasca (Isidore), the It. form 
medL. fiasco (cf. Sp. fiasco, frasco, Pg. 
frasco), ace. flasconem (cf. Pr. flascon, It. 
fiascone, F. flacon FLAGON); ult. origin 
dubious; has been referred to L. viisculum, 
dim. of viis VESSEL. 11! The word appears in 
Germ. langs. as OE. flasce, flaxe, OHG. 
fiasca (G. flasche), MDu. fiassche (Du. 
vlesch), whence it has been adopted in 
various langs., as Lappish flask(!, Magyar 
palaczk, Pol. flasza. 

Bat1 flret level, prostrate XIV ; not curved or 
undulating xv; unqualified; plain; dull; 
below true pitch XVI ; of drink XVII ; in many 
sb. uses from XIV. -ON. fiatr = OHG. 
fia:;: :- Germ. •fiataz, of uncertain relation
ship (connexion with Gr. platus, Skr. Prthtis 
broad, L. planta PLA."'T, is plausible in re
gard to sense, but IE. t or th does not 
normally corr. to Germ. t; cf. FIELD). Hence 
fta·ttEN5 vb. XVII; superseded the sGme
what earlier flat vb. 

fiat• flret storey of a house; suite of rooms 
on one floor (Scott). XIX. Alteration by 
assoc. with prec. of Sc. flet inner part of a 
house (OE. flet floor, dwelling = ON. fiet, 
etc. :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) •jlatjam, f. 
jlataz FLAT1). 

flatter flre·t;;o.I praise unduly XIII (AncrR.); 
tfawn; fawn upon. XIV. ME. fiattere, of 
unlm. origin; perh. back-formation from 
flattery (XIV)- (O)F. flatterie, f. flatter vb. 
flatter (which would normally give fiat in 
Eng.), prob. f. Germ. •fiat- FLAT\ and orig. 
meaning 'pat, smooth, caress'. ME. syns. 
based on the cons. skeletonjl .. k werefiakere, 
flikere, fieech; ME. Kentish ulateri ('Ayen
bite') with initial v suggests a native word, 
but none is known. 

flatulent flre·tjll.l:mt windy. XVI. - F. fla
tulent (Pare) - modL. fliitulentus, f. L. flatus 
blowing, blast, f. fliire BLOW1 ; see -ULENT. 
So fta·tul.ENCE XIX, -ENCY XVII. 

flaunt fl5nt (intr.) wave gaily or proudly; 
display (oneself) ostentatiously. xvr. Of unkn. 
origin; no point of contact can be made with 
Sw. dial. fiankt fl.utteringly, fianka flutter, 
G. dial. flandern flutter, waver. t]J In XVI
XVII the stem entered into several redupl. or 
jingling collocations, as flaunt a flaunt (Gas
coigne, Harvey),jlantitanting (Nashe),jlaunt 
tant; also (with A-1) aflaunt. 

flautist fl5·tist player on the flute. XIX. 
-It. jlautista, f. flauto FLUTE; see -IST. 

flavine flei·vain (chem.) yellow dye-stuff. 
XIX. f. L. fiiivus yellow+-IN. So fta·vo
comb. form. 
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FLAVOUR 

flavour flei·v~.r smell, aroma XIV; element 
in the taste of a substance depending on the 
sense of smell xvu. -OF. flaor, infl. by 
savour; the OF. word, if cogn. with It. tfia
tore, repr. Rom. 'kflator, blend of L. flatus 
blowing, breath, and fmtor stench. 

flaw1 fl5 tflake XIV ; fissure, rift; blemish 
xvn. perh.- ON. flaga slab of stone, prob. 
:- Germ. *flax-, *flag-, parallel and synon. 
with *flak-, whence pp. FLAKE, which flaw 
closely resembles in sense. 

flaw 2 fl5 sudden squall, etc. XVI. prob. 
- MLG. vltige, MDu. vlaghe (Du. vlaag), 
the primary sense of which may be 'stroke' 
(IE. *plak-; see FLAY). 

flawn fl5n custard or cheese-cake, pancake. 
XIII. - OF. flaon (mod. FLAN) :- rnedL. 
fladi5(n)- (cf. It. fiadone honeycomb) -
Frankish flado (Du. z·lade, da pancake):
WGerm. *flapo(n), prob. rei. to Gr. 
pldthanon cake-mould, plattis broad (cf. 
FLAT1). 

flax flreks blue-flowered plant, Linum 
usatissimum, producing textile fibre and 
linseed. OE. fl<Ex (fleax) = OFris. flax, 
(M)Du. vlas, OHG. flahs (G. flachs) :
WGerm. *flaxsam, prob. to be referred to 
Germ. *flax- "flex- :-IE. "plok- *'plek- in 
Gr. ptekein, L. plectere, G. flechten plait. 
Hence fla·xEN 3• XVI. 

flay flei strip off the skin of OE. ; with skin 
as obj. XII!. OE.flean (more freq. in comps. 
aflean, beflean), pt. "'floh, flog, -on, pp. 
fi<Egen, flagen = MDu. vlae(gh)en (Du. 
daen), 0::--J. fld (the source of ME. flti, flo) 
:-Germ. "'flaxan, of unkn. origin; str. 
forms lasted till xv in pt. flogh, till XVII in 
pp. flain, flean; but wk. fonns were current 
in XVI; for the development cf. slay. 

flea fii small wingless insect, Pulex. OE. 
flea(h), corr. to MLG., MDu. vlo (Du. doo), 
OHG. floh (G. floh), ON. fl6; repr. Germ. 
base *flaux- or perh.. *]Jlaux- (see FLEE). 
Hence flea·BANE. 

fleam flim lancet. XVI. - OF. flieme (mod. 
flamme) = Pr. flecme (Sp. fleme, Pg. flame, 
It. fiama are - F.) :- Rom. "'fleutomum 
(medL. fledomum, fletoma), for late L. phle
botomu-s- Gr. phlebot6mon, sb. use of n. of 
adj. (see PHLEBOTOMY). 

fleck flek spot, speck. XVI. The earliest 
recorded words of the group are flecked 
pp!. adj. dappled XIV and fleck vb. XV; the 
proximate source may be synon. ON.flekkr 
sb.,flekka vb., or MLG., MDu. vlecke (Du. 
•vlek) = OHG.flec,fleccho (G.fleck,flecken), 
of unkn. origin. 

fledge fled3 acquire or provide with 
feathers. XVI. f. tfledge adj. (xiv) having 
feathers (for flight), repr. var. "'flecge of OE. 
•flycge recorded only in unfligge (x) glossing 
L. implumes; corr. to MDu. vlugghe (Du. 
vlug), OHG. flucchi (G. fliigge is from LG.) 
:- WGerm. *fluggja, f. *flug-, weak base 
of •jleugan FLY2• Hence fle·dgeLING1• XIX; 
after ntstling. 

FLEMISH 

flee fli run away (from). OE. fleon (pt. 
fleah, flugon, pp. flogen) = OFris. flia, OS. 
fliohan (MDu. vlien, Du. vlieden), OHG. 
fliohan (G. fliehen), ON. fly(j)a (fl6, flugum) 
more freq. wk. flyi'Ja, fly(i)i'fr; (MSw. fly, 
flydde), Goth. pliuhan :- CGerm. *pleuxan, 
* plauh, • plugum, * plogan-. The str. forms 
continued till XV; but as early as XIII wk. 
forms are extant, esp. in texts of northerly 
provenance, which suggests that they may 
be of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. pt. flydde, Da. 
flyede). Flee and fly in OE. had identical pt. 
and pp., and in later usage became inter
changeable in sense. In present use, the 
pt. and pp. of fly in the sense 'to run away' 
are fled, the present flee (which in north. 
dial. repr. formally both fleon to flee and 
fleogan to fly) having become rhet. or poet. 

fleece flis woolly covering of a sheep, etc. 
OE. fleos = Du. vlies, MHG. vlies (G. 
vlies) :- WGerm. *fleusaz, and OE. fles 
(WS. flies) = MLG. vliis, MDu. vluus, 
MHG. 1.:lius (early modG. fleusz, fliisz) :
WGerm.flys *fleusiz-, rei. toMLG., MHG. 
vWs sheepskin (G. flaus woollen coat) :
'kfliisaz; pro b. ult. rei. to the base of L. 
pliima feather, PLUME. Hence fleece vb. 
lit. and fig. XVI. 

fleer fli;).I tgrin, grimace XIV; laugh mock
ingly, smile scornfully, gibe xv. prob. of 
Scand. origin; cf. Norw. and Sw. dial.flira, 
Da. dial. flire grin, laugh unbecomingly. 

fleet' flit company of ships, naval force. 
OE.fleot (once) ship or ships coil., f. fleotan 
float, swim, FLEET 3• 

fleet 2 flit (dial.) run of water OE.; (hist.) 
The Fleet that flowing into the Thames 
between Ludgate Hill and Fleet Street; 
(hence) the prison near it xm. OE. fleot 
(alsofleote or -a), corr. to OFris.flet, (M)Du. 
vliet, MHG. vlie;;, ON.flj6t, f. Germ. *fleut
FLEET8. 

fleet• flit tfloat OE.; (arch.) flow or glide 
away XII. OE. fleotan float, swim = OFris. 
fliata, OS.fliotan (Du. vlieten), OHG.flio;;an 
(G.fliessen), ON.flj6ta float, flow:- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) str. vb. *fleutan; f. IE. *pleud
*plud- (repr. also by Lith. plU.sti, Lett. 
pludet float, pludi flood), extension of *pleu
•plou- *plu- (repr. by Gr. plefn :- *plqein 
sail, plofls sailing, plofon ship, ON. fley 
(poet.) ship, OS!. pluti, Skr. pldvati swim, 
sail, L. pluere rain; cf. FLY 2 • Surviving 
mainly in fleetiNG 2 fli·til) ppl. adj. tfloat
ing, swimming OE. ; tshifting, inconstant 
XIII ; passing quickly away XVI. 

fleet• flit swift. XVI (Skelton). prob. much 
older if- ON.flj6tr, *fliotr, f. Germ. *fleut
(see prec.). 

Flemish fle·miJ pert. to Flanders or its in
habitants XIV (Ch. has Flaundryssh); sb. the 
form of Dutch spoken in Flanders XVIII. 
- ON. Fl<Emskr - MDu. Vltimisch (Du. 
Vlaamsch). So assim. to Fleming native of 
Flanders (XIV, Ch.) -ON. Flmmingi- MDu. 
Vltiming, f. Vliim-, whence Vlaa>~deren Flan
ders; see -ISH', -ING1• 



FLENSE 

Hense flens cut up the fat of a whale, skin 
a seal. XIX. - Da. flense = Norw. flinsa, 
flunsa flay. Also flench, flinch (Scott). 

flesh fleJ soft substance of an animal body; 
meat; corporeal form. OE. fl&sc = OFris. 
flask, OS. flesk (Du. vleesch), OHG. fieisc 
(G. fleisch), ON. flesk swine's flesh, pork, 
bacon:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *flaiskaz, 
-iz; an s-less form of the base is found in 
OE. fi&c flesh,flicce FLITCH, the orig. mean
ing being 'slice, slit, split' (cf. Lith. pleikti 
slit open a fish). Hence flesh vb. reward 
(a hawk, etc.) with a portion of the quarry; 
inure to bloodshed, gen. initiate; inflame, 
incite; plunge into flesh XVI; cf. F. acharner. 
fle·shLY1 OE. fl&sclic. fle·shPoT. xvr 
(Coverdale). fle·shY1• XIV (Ch.). 

fletcher fle·tJ;u (hist.) arrow-maker. XIV.- OF. 
flech(i)er, f. fieche arrow (whence Pr. fieca, 
Sp. flecha, Pg. frecha, It. freccia), of unkn. 
origin; see -ER2• tJf Survives as a surname 
and in the title of a City livery company. 

fleur-de-lis fl~~d;,li·, llflordali iris flower; 
heraldic lily. XIX. The present form super
seded the older forms in XIX; late lVIE. }lour 
de lys- OF. flour de lys, i.e. flour FLO\VER, 
de of, lis (L. !ilium LILY); late ME. and 
early modE. flower de lice or delice (cf. AN. 
pl. fleurs delices XIII) was assoc. with a fanci
ful L. flos delicim 'flower of delight' ; a modi
fied form ofthis,flower-de-luce (XVI, Spenser; 
in Amer. use since xvn), is unexpl. 

fleury, flory fl~·ri, f!5;J·ri (her.) decorated 
with fleur-de-lis. xv. -OF. flon!, floun! 
(mod. fleure), f. fleur FLOWER; see -Y•. So 
fleurette fl~rc·ti. XVI. (O)F., f.fleurette, dim. 
ofjleur. 

flew flu see FLOW, FLY 2• 

flews fliiz chaps of a hound. XVI (Turber
vile). Of unkn. origin. 

flex1 fleks bend. XVI. f. flex-, pp. stem of 
L. flectere bend (cf. CIRCUMFLEX, INFLECT, 
REFLECT). So fle·xiBLE. XV (Hoccleve). 
- (O)F. or L. flexioN fle·kJ;Jn bending; 
inflexion. XVII. - L. flexio(n-); so F., Sp. 
ftex·URE. XVI. - L. 

flex• fleks flexible insulated electric wire. 1907 
(beside flexible). Shortening of FLEXIDLE. 

flibbertigibbet fli: b;utid3i ·bit (dial.) chatter
ing person xv; flighty woman XVI (Latimer); 
tname of a fiend XVII ; character so nick
named in Scott's 'Kenilworth' (r8zr); 
hence, impish urchin. The earliest forms, 
flibbergib, fiebetgebet (also flepergebet, Castle 
Persev.), are perh. imit. of senseless chatter; 
the expanded form was familiarized by 
Flibbertigibbet in Sh. 'Lear' III iv zo, which 
is based on Fliberdigibbet in Harsnet's 
'Popular Impostures' (1603); perh. assoc. 
with gibbet. 

flick1 fl.ik slight blow as with the end or tip 
of something. xv. imit.; cf. F. flicflac crack
ing of a whip (xvii). Hence flick vb. XIX. 

flick• flik (pl.) cinema show. xx. Short for 
FLICKER, as in flicker-palace cinema. 

FLIPPANT 

flicker fl.i·k;:,l tflutter, hover OE.; tfondle, 
dally XIII; flutter, vibrate xv; burn fitfully, 
flash up and die away XVII. OE. flicorian, 
flycerian (cf. LG. flickern, Du. flikkeren), 
synon. in its earliest use with ME. flakere, 
dial. flacker, prob. repr. an OE. *flacorian, 
f.jlacor (of arrows) flying, f. imit. base *flak-, 
repr. also in MHG. ••lackern flicker (G. 
flackern), 0~. fl11kra, fl11kta flutter. Hence 
fli·cker sb. XIX. 

flight1 flait act of flying OE. ; collection of 
beings or things flying together XIII; volley 
(of missiles) XVI ; set of steps (so F. vo!ee) 
xvm. OE. flyht, corr. to OS. fiuht (M)Du. 
ducht :- \VGerm. *fluxti, f. weak grade 
of *fleugan FLY 2• Hence fli·ghty1 tswift, 
rapid XVI; given to flights of fancy, etc.; in
constant XVIII. 

flight 2 flait act of fleeing. OE. *flyht = 
OFris. flecht, OS., OHG. fluht (Du. vlucht, 
G. fluchi), 0~. flotti :-Germ. *jJluxtiz, f. 
weak grade of *jJleuxan FLEE. 

flimsy fli·mzi slight, frail, trivial. XVII 
(Diet. of Canting Crew). orig. dial. or sl.; 
prob. based on flim-flam nonsense, hum
bug, adj. frivolous, vain (XVI), symbolic 
redupl. formation with vowel variation like 
fiddle-faddle, whim-wham. tJf Connexion 
with \V. llymsi bare, empty is not probable, 
and ON. flim lampoon, libel, is remote in 
sense. 

flinch flinlf give way, draw back XVI; shrink 
or wince from pain XVII. -OF. flenchir, 
flainchir turn aside- \VGerm. *xlavkjan, 
whence (M)HG. lenken bend, turn; rei. to 
LANK, LI:«K1 • 

Hinders fli·nd;:~Jz (dial.) shivers, splinters. 
xv. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. 
flindra thin chip or splinter). 

fling fliiJ pt. and pp.flung flAIJ (intr.) move 
with violence XIII; kick out; (trans.) cast, 
hurl XIV (Barbour). First recorded from the 
south-eastern texts 'Kyng Alisaunder' and 
'Arthour & Merlin'; perh.- ON. unre
corded *flinga, rei. to flengja (Sw. fiiinga, 
Da. flange) flog, but the sense is remote. 

flint flint kind of hard stone. OE. flint = 
MDu. vlint, rei. to OHG. (G. dial.) flins; 
perh. rei. to Gr. plinthos tile (see PLINTH). 

flip1 flip give a smart blow or jerk to; strike 
(something) in this way. xvr. prob. contr. 
of FILLIP; but cf. flip-flap (XVI, Skelton), 
redupl. formation on FLAP, denoting a re
peated flapping movement. Hence as sb. 
XVII (Locke). 

flip 2 flip mixture of beer and spirit sweet
ened and heated with a hot iron. XVII 
(Congreve). perh. f. prec. vb. with the 
notion of 'whipping up' into froth. 

flippant fli·p;:,nt tnimble, pliant; tvoluble, 
glib XVII; showing unbecoming levity XVIII. 
f. FLIP1 +·A."'T, perh. in imitation of heraldic 
adjs., as couchant, mmpant, trippant. tJf Flip 
adj. is used dial. in the first two senses. 
Hence fli·ppANCY. XVIII. 



FLIRT 

flirt fl;i.It A. tsmart stroke; sudden jerk; 
B. tflighty woman XVI ; one who plays at 
courtship XVIII (Richardson). This, with 
the corr. vb. of similar date and parallel 
meanings, seems to be an imit. formation; 
for the initial sounds cf. flick, flip, tfierk, for 
the final, spurt, squirt. Hence flirtA'TION. 
xvm; whence flirta·nous XIX. 

flit flit remove to another place, trans. and 
intr. XII (Orm); (naut.) shift (a block, etc.); 
altered to fleet xvm. - ON. fiytja, f. *fiut-, 
weak grade of the base of fijdta (see FLEET 3). 

flitch flitf side of a hog. OE. fiicce, carr. to 
MLG. vli(c)ke, ON. jlikki (whence dial. 
flick from xv) :- Germ. *jlikkjam, f. *fiik-, 
as in ON. jllk rag. 

flitter fli·t;J.J fly or flutter about. xv. f. 
FLIT+-ER4

• Cf. G. jlittern glimmer, OHG. 
jlitarezzen flatter. Hence fli·tterMOUSE 
(dial.) bat. XVI; after Du. vledermuis or G. 
fiedermaus (OHG. fiedermus, f. fiedaron 
flutter). t;H Syns. of similar form are (dial.) 
fiickermouse (xvn, Cotgr., Jonson), jlinder
mouse (xv, Caxton), fiuttermouse (xvm). 

float flout rest on the surface of liquid. 
Late OE. jlotian = OS. fioton (MDu. 
vloten), ON. fiota :-Germ. *flotojan, f. 
*fiat-, weak grade of base of FLEET1• Rein
forced in ME. by, if not entirely due to, OF. 
floter (mod. flatter) = Sp. fiotar, It. fiottare 
:- Rom. *fiottiire, prob. - Germ. *fiot-. 
floata·tion see FLOTATION. So float sb. 
floating state OE. ; floating object (e.g. cork 
or quill supporting a baited line); broad, 
level, shallow vessel. xv. Of mixed origin; 
OE. fiat floating = 0::-.1. flat; OE. flota 
ship, fleet = ON. fioti; various mod. uses 
are f. the vb. 

flocculent f!.,·kjuhmt like flocks of wool. 
XIX. f. L.jloccus FLOCK 2 + -ULENT. 

flock1 fl;:>k band or company, esp. of 
(domestic) animals. OE. fiocc = :VILG. 
vlocke, OX fiokkr (in OE. and 0~. used 
only of an assemblage of persons); of unkn. 
origin. Hence flock vb. ttrans. and intr. 
XIII (La3., Cursor M.). 

flock• fl;:>k tuft of wool, etc. xm. - (O)F. 
floc = Pr., Rum. floc, Sp. fiueco, It. fiocco 
:- L.jloccu-s. The relation to similar synon. 
Germ. words is undetermined, viz. ;\IIDu. 
vlocke (Du. vlok), OHG. jlocclzo (G. fiocke), 
MSw.flokker, O~.jl6ki felt, hair, wool; but 
the lVIDu. may be partly the source of the 
Eng. word. 

floe flou sheet of floating ice. XIX. prob. 
-l'lorw. flo layer, level piece :-ON. flo 
layer, stratum. Cf. FLAW1• t;H The earlier 
word was flake (xvi). 

flog fl;:>g beat, thrash. XVII. Recorded as a 
cant word by Coles 1676. Initialfi is cha
racteristic of words imit. of striking or beat
ing, as (dial.) flack, flap, flick, flirt; perh. 
~uggested by L, flagelliire FLAGELLATE. 

FLOSS 

flood fiAd flowing in of the tide; body of 
flowing water; deluge, inundation. OE. 
flod, carr. to OFris., OS. fiod (Du. vloed), 
OHG.jluot (G.flut), ON.jldo, Goth.flOdus 
:- CGerm. *jlOlJuz, -am, f. *flo- :- IE. *plo
(as in Gr. pl6ein swim, plotds navigable). 
For the pronunc. cf. blood. 

floor fi5;).I level layer of boards, stone, etc. 
OE.flor, corr. to (M)Du. vloer, MHG. vluor 
(G. fiur), ON. firir :-Germ. *fioru-z; rei. 
to Oir. lar, W. llazvr :-Celtic "'pliir-. 
Hence floor vb. cover with a floor xv ; 
bring to the ground XVII. 

floose, fluce flus small coin of N. Africa, 
Arabia, India, etc. XVI (fiuss). -Arab. 
fuliis, pl. of fals. 

flop f!;:>p flap heavily, move clumsily; fall, 
collapse XVII. var. of FLAP, expressive of a 
duller or heavier sound. 

flora fl5;)'r;) (F-) goddess of flowering 
plants XVI (Dunbar); plant life of a region, 
period, etc. XVIII (as a book-title XVII). L., 
f.flor-,flos FLOWER. So flo·rAL1• XVII. - L. 
jlortilis or directly f. L. fior-. 

Florentine fl<>•rantain inhabitant of (xv), or 
pert. to Florence, Tuscany XVI. - F.fioren
tin or L. Florentinus, f. Florentia; see -INE1 • 

florescence fl5re•s;Jns (state or period of) 
flowering. XVIII. - modL. fiorescentia, f. 
prp. stem of L.fiorescere, inceptive ofjlorere; 
see FLOURISH, -ESCENCE. Cf. inflorescence, 

floret fi5;J·rit (bot.) small flower. XVII. f. 
L. jlor-, jlos FLOWER+-ET. 

florid fl<>·rid tflourishing, blooming; (of 
style) flowery; ruddy. XVII. - F.jloride or L. 
fioridus, f.flos,fior- flower; see FLOURISH, -m1 • 

florilegium fl5rili·d3i;)m methodical col-
lection of (literary) flowers. XVII. modL. 
(L. fios FLOWER, Legere gather), tr. Gr. 
antho[rJgion ANTHOLOGY. 

florin fl<>·rin gold coin first issued at 
Florence in 1252 XIV; English gold coin of 
Edward III's reign xv; two-shilling piece 
I8f9· - (O)F. florin - It. jiorino, f. jiore 
FLOWER; the coin orig. so named bore the 
figure of a lily on the obverse and on the 
reverse the Latin name of the city, Florentia, 
whence the use of OF. and ME. (to early 
modEng.) florence for the coin. 

florist fl5·rist, fl5;)·rist cultivator of or 
dealer in flowers. XVII. f. L. fior-, .flos 
FLOWER+-IsT, after F.fieuriste or It.fiorista. 

floruit fl;,·ruit period of 'flourishing'. XIX. 
L., 3rd sg. pt. indic. of fiorere FLOURISH. 
t;H For similar use of such a part of the L. 
vb. cf. habitat, tenet, ttenent. 

fiory see FLEURY, 

floss flos rough silk. xvm (also floss-silk). 
Early forms aiso fioslz, flax - F. fioche, as in 
soie jloche floss-silk (hence It. seta fioscia, 
Du. fioszijde), OF. fiosche down, pile of 
velvet; of unkn. origin. 



FLOTATION 

flotation, floatation floutei·J;m floating. 
XIX. f. FLOAT vb.+-ATION, after F.flottaison, 
as in ligne de flottaison. The sp. with flat
has been adopted to make the word con
form to the fall., and rotation. 

flotilla flouti·l;} small fleet. xvm. - Sp. 
flotilla, dim. of flota = Pr. flota, OF. flote 
group, company (mod. flotte fleet), rei. to 
flot(t)er FLOAT. 

flotsam fkl'ts;lm floating wreckage. XVI. 
Early forms also flotsen, -son, -zam, -zan 
- AN.floteson, f.floter FLOAT, For the form 
cf. JETSAM. 

flounce1 flauns dash or plunge with violent 
or jerky motion. XVI. Of obscure origin 
(like bounce, pounce, trounce); connexion 
with Norw. flunsa hurry, Sw. dial. flunsa 
fall with a splash, cannot be asserted. 

flounce• flauns ornamental appendage to 
a dress-skirt. XVIII. Alteration, prob. by 
assim. to FLOUNCE\ of earlier tfrounce 
wrinkle, fold, pleat (Ch., Gower)- (O)F. 
fronce, f.jroncir wrinkle- Germ. *xruykjan 
(cf. ON. hrukka, MHG. runke wrinkle), 
whence medL. fruncetura (Reichenau 
Glosses). So flounce vb. xvnr; cf. tfrouna 
vb. wrinkle (xm), frizz, curl, pleat (xvi). 

flounder1 flau·nda.I flat-fish, Pleuronectes 
Flesus. XIV. -AN. floundre (in AL. flundra 
XIII), OF. (mod. Norman dial.) flondre, 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. OSw. flundra, 
Da. flynder, ON. flyora :- *flunprion). 

flounder• flau·nd;l.I tstumble, plunge or 
tumble about clumsily. XVI, pro b. blending 
of FOUNDER and BLUNDER, assisted by the 
frequency of fl- in words expressing im
petuous, clumsy, or rough movement, e.g. 
fling, flounce. 

flour flau;l.I 'flower' or finer portion of 
meal, (now) wheat meal XIII ; fine powder 
resulting from pulverizing XIV. Differen
tiated sp. of FLOWER (ME. flour of huete; cf. 
F.fleur defarine pure wheaten flour); the sp. 
flower continued till early XIX and is the only 
form recognized by J., though Cruden's 
Concordance to the Bible (1738) has the 
distinction. 

flourish flA·riJ A. tblossom, flower XIII 
(Cursor M.); thrive XIV (R. Rolle); be in the 
prime XIV (Trevisa); B. tadorn, embellish 
XIII (Cursor M.); C. tdisplay, parade; 
brandish XIV (Wycl.); brag, swagger XVI. 
- (O)F. floriss-, lengthened stem (see -ISH 2) 

offlorir (mod.fleurir) = Pr.florir, It.fiorire 
:- Rom. *florire, for L. florere, f. }lor
FLOWER. Hence flou·rish sb. A. (dial.) mass 
of bloom; tvigour, prime XVI; B. embellish
ment XVII ; C. brandishing of a weapon; 
fanfare XVI. 

flout flaut treat mockingly. xvr. perh. 
- Du. fluiten whistle, play the FLUTE, hiss 
(uitfluiten); cf. synon. G. colloq. pfeifen auf 
'pipe at'. 

FLUKE 

flow flou move in a current; gush, well 
forth; be in flood. OE. flowan, pt. fleow, 
pp.flowen, f. Germ. *flo-, whence also ON. 
fl6a flood, MLG. vloien, Du. vloeien flow and 
FLOOD. The sense-development has been 
infl. by unrelated L.fluere, of which it is the 
usual rendering. The orig. str. conj. flow, 
flew, flown, began to be superseded by wk. 
forms in the pt. in early ME.; the pp. per
sisted till XVIII and survives arch. or as a 
blunder ( esp. in overflown, for overflowed). 

flower flau;,.z A. reproductive organ in 
plants; blossom; choicest individual XIII 
(per h. xn, and the earliest use); period of 
flourishing XIV; state of blooming XVII (in 
flou:er, tin flowers); B. pl. menses; pulver
ized form of a chemical substance XIV; 
fungoid growth XVI. ME. flur, flour- AN. 
flur, OF. flour, flor (mod. fleur) = Pr., Cat. 
flor, It. fiore, Rum. floare :- L. flo rem, nom. 
flos :- Citalic deriv. with s (carr. to OE. 
blostma BLOSSOM) of IE. *bhlo- (see BLOW 2

, 

BLADE, BLOOM). In B depending on uses of 
L. flos and Gr. avOos, but the sense 'menses' 
has been referred by some to L. fluores, pl. 
of FLliOR. Hence flower vb. XIII ; pro b. 
after OF. florir, flourir FLOURISH. Hence 
flowe·rY1. XIV (Ch.); OE. hadfiorisc. tJ[ Cf. 
deflower, inflorescence, and the differentiated 
FLOUR. 

flown floun see FLOW, FLY 2
• 

fluce see FLOOSE. 

flu( e) flu colloq. shortening of I::-<FIXENZA 
XIX (Southey). 

fluctuate flA·ktjueit move like a wave, pass 
to and fro. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. fluctmire, 
f. fluctus current, flood, wave, tempest, f. 
fluct-, pp. stem of fluere flow; see -ATE3

• So 
fluctuA·TioN vacillation xv; alternate rise 
and fall xvn. - (O)F. or L. 

flue flu chimney, smoke duct in this, etc. 
XVI (flew). Of unkn. origin; the primary 
meaning is uncertain. 

fluent flu·;lnt flowing freely or easily (lit. 
and fig.); ready in speech. XVI. - L. fluent-, 
-ens, prp. of fluere flow; see -ENT. tJ[ Cf. 
jluid, jlux, efflux; affluent, confluent, effluent, 
-ence; influence; mellifluous, superfluous; 
fluctuate. 

fluff flAf light feathery stuff. XVIII (Grose). 
prob. of dial. origin and alteration of flue 
tdown (XVI), the/being symbolic of puffing 
away some light substance; cf. Flem. vluwe, 
Du. fluweel. 

fluid flu·id having the property of flowing 
XV (Chauliac); sb. XVII (Boyle). - (O)F. 
fluide or L. fluidus, f. fluere flow; see -m1• 

Hence flui·diTY. XVII (Florio). 

fluke 1 fliik flat fish, esp. flounder OE.; 
parasitic worm resembling this XVII. OE. 
floc, carr. to ON. fl6ki, rei. by gradation to 
MLG., MDu. flac, OHG. flah (G. flach) 
flat; ult. IE. *plaq- is further repr. by Gr. 
plakofls, L. placenta flat cake. 



FLUKE 

fluke• fllik triangular plate on either ann 
of an anchor XVI ; triangular extremity of a 
whale's tail XVIII. perh. trans£. use of 
FLUKE', from its shape. 

fluke' fllik ( orig. billards) successful stroke 
made by chance. XIX. perh. of dial. origin 
(cf. dial. fluke guess, miss in fishing); but 
poss. a pun on FLUKE1 with allusion to its 
syn. FLOUNDER1• 

flummery flA·mari (dial.) kind of porridge 
XVII; transf. mere :flattery, humbug XVIII. 
- W. llymru, of unkn. origin; fl- (tthl-) is 
used to express the sound of W. ll-, as in 
Shakespeare's Fluellen (Llewelyn), and in 
Floyd (Liwyd); cf. tfluellin speedwell(- W. 
llysiau Llewelyn). 

flummox flA·meks (sl.) confound, bewilder. 
XIX (Dickens). prob. of dial. origin; cf. dial. 
flummock confuse, flummox maul, mangle, 
flummocky slovenly, beside slummock slat
tern ; imit. or symbolic fonnations. 

flump flAIIlp (colloq.) fall or throw down 
heavily. XIX. imit.; cf. dump, plump, slump. 

flunkey flA·gki man in livery XVIII; obse
quious person XVIII (J. Sinclair, Bums). 
orig. Sc., brought into Eng. use by Hood 
and Thackeray; poss. f. flanker one who 
stands at a person's FLANK+-Y1• 

fluo- (chem.) comb. fonn of FLUORINE. XIX 
(Davy). 

fluor flu·5.I tflux,:fluid state; (after Agricola, 
1546, tr. G. fliisse) one of a class of minerals 
used as fluxes XVII; mineral of this kind con
taining fluorine (esp. fluor-spar) XVIII. 
Hence fluorE·SCENCE, -ESCENT 18 52 (Stokes) ; 
after opalescence. So flu·orine non-metallic 
element of the halogen group. XIX (Davy). 
-F. fluorine (Ampere); see -INE5• 

flurry fiA ·ri sudden gust XVII ; sudden agita
tion or commotion XVIII. f. tflurr scatter, 
ruffie, fly up with a whirr, prob. after hurry. 
Hence flu·rry vb. agitate, confuse. XVIII. 

flush1 fiAJ fly up suddenly. XIII. First in pt. 
fonns fliste, fluste, the vocalism of which 
suggests an OE. •flyst!an, of imit. origin. 

flush1 fiAJ hand containing cards all of one 
suit. XVI (Skelton). -OF. flus, fluz, flux 
(whence Flem.fluys and Sp.flux, It. tflusso) 
- L. fluxus FLUX. 

flush1 fiAJ A. (of liquids) rush out suddenly 
or copiously XVI ; B. emit light or glow 
suddenly; produce or show heightened 
colour XVII. orig. identical with FLUSH', 
the notion of sudden movement being 
common to the two vbs. ; the range of 
meaning is similar to that of FLASH. 

flush' fiAJ abundantly full, plentifully sup
plied XVII (Dekker, Sh.); even, level with 
XVIII. prob. f. prec. 

flushing fiA·Jig rough thick woollen cloth. 
XIX. f. name of Flushing (Du. Vlissingen), 
a port in Holland. 

fluster fiA·st:~.I excite, esp. with drink (xv) 
XVII; intr. for pass. XVII; flurry XVIII. Ex
cept for a late isolated and doubtful ME. vbl. 

FLY 

sb.flostyrynge, first in Sh. 'Othello' II iii 6o; 
of unkn. origin, but resembling in sense 
Ice!. flaustr hurry, ftaustra bustle. 

flute flut cylindrical musical wind-instru
ment with holes along its length XIV; chan
nel, furrow, groove XVII. The earliest forms 
are flowte (Ch.), floite (XIV), in XVI-XVII 
oftenfluit- OF. flahute, fleute, fliiute (mod. 
flO.te), prob. - Pr. fliiut (whence also Sp. 
ftauta, It. flauto), perh. blending of ftaujol, 
jlauja (cf. FLAGEOLET) with [aut LUTE. Cf. 
MHG. floite (G. flote), Du. fluit - F. So 
flute vb. XIV (Ch.); channel, groove XVI. 
- (O)F. fleuter (mod. flO.ter). 

flutter flA·ta.I tfloat to and fro; flap the 
wings rapidly OE.; quiver, tremble ex
citedly. XVI. OE. floterian, -orian frequent. 
of Germ. •flut-; see FLEET3, -ER', and cf. 
synon. G. flattern, tflotteren, tftutteren. 

fluvial flu·vial pert. to a river. XIV (Tre
visa). - L. fluvitilis, f. fluvius river, prop. 
adj. fonnation on base of fluere flow; see 
-AL1• So flu·viatiLE. XVI. -F.- L. fluviti• 
tilis, f. fluvititus moistened, wet, f. fluvius. 

flux fiAks ~opious flowing of blood, etc. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, PPl.;) (gen.) flowing; conti
nuous succession XVI; incoming tide )(reflux 
XVII; substance facilitating fusion (earlier 
tfluss- G.fluss) XVIII. In early use (XIV-XVII) 
also tflix- (O)F. flux or L. fluxus (whence 
also Pr. flux, Sp. fluxo, It. flusso), f. fluere 
flow (cf. FLUENT). So fluxion fiA·kfan tflow, 
flowing XVI; (math.) rate of change of a 
continuously varying quantity XVIII (after 
Newton). -F. or L. 

fty1 flai winged insect, spec. two-winged 
insect of the family Muscidre. OE. flyge, 
jleoge = OS., OHG. flioga (Du. vlieg, G. 
[liege) =- WGerm. •fieug(j)on, f. •fleugan 
(see next); cf. ON. fluga. 

fly1 flai move with wings ; (now in pres. 
stem only) flee. OE.jleogan, pt.jleah,flugon, 
pp. flogen = OFris. ftiiiga, OS. •j[iogan 
(Du. vliegen), OHG.fliogan (G.fliegen), ON. 
fljuga =- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) •fieugan, pt. 
•ftauz, •flugum, pp. •flugona:z, f. IE. •pleuk-, 
extension of •pleu-, parallel to •pleud
FLEET1. The nonnal ME. pt. flegh was at 
first replaced by the typeflough,flow, which 
was transferred from the pl. to the sg. ; this 
was finally superseded by flew, an unex
plained fonn but perh. due to assoc. with 
the pt. of FLOW, the pp. of which had be
come identical with that of fly. In comb. 
applied to things attached by an edge, e.g. 
fly-leaf, -sheet, -wheel. Hence fly·ER\ fli·er. 
XV. 

fty3 flai flight XV; speed-regulating device, 
compass card, etc. XVI ; 'a stage-coach, dis
tinguished by this name, in order to impress 
the belief of its extraordinary quickness in 
travelling' (J .) XVIII ; light carriage XIX. f. 
FLY1• 

fty' flai (sl.) sharp, wide awake. XIX. prob. 
f. prec., but the etymol. notion is not clear. 
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FLYBOAT 

flyboat fiai·bout tfast-sailing vessel XVI; 
swift boat used on canals XIX. orig. - Du. 
vlieboot boat used orig. on the Vlie, a channel 
leading out of the Zuyder Zee; later assoc. 
with FLY1• The word has passed into other 
Eur. langs., as F. jlibot, Sp. fiibote, G. jlie
boot. 

foal foul colt or filly. OE. fola = OFris. 
fola, OS. folo, MDu. volen, (also mod.) 
veulen, OHG. folo (G. fohlen n.), ON. foli, 
Goth. fula :- CGerm. *Jolon, rei. to synon. 
L. pullus, Gr. polos, Arm. ul. Cf. FILLY. 

foam foum aggregation of bubbles fom1ed 
on the surface of liquid by agitation, fer
mentation, etc. ; frothy saliva. OE. jam = 
(O)HG. jeim :- WGerm. *jaimaz, am :
IE. *poimo-, rei. to L. piimex PlJMICE, OS!. 
(pl.) peny (Russ. pena), Skr. phenas foam, 
corr. to Lith. spdine, L. spiima (:- *spoima) 
·SPUME. Hence foam vb. xrv; superseding 
OE. j:Eman (ME. feme) = OHG. feimen :
WGerm. *jaimjan. 

fob1 f<Jb cheat, trick, put off deceitfully. xv. 
Parallel to tfop vb. and G. foppen quiz, 
banter. Hence fob sb. trick. XVII. fll 1\1£. 
fobbe impostor coupled with synon. jaitour 
(once in PPI.) is isolated. 

fob 2 f<Jb small pocket. XVII (Brome). orig. 
cant term; prob. of G. origin (cf. G. dial. 
fuppe pocket, fuppen vb.). 

fo'c'sle see FORECASTLE. 
focus fou·k;~s, pl. foci fou·sai, focus(s)es 
fou·k;~siz point towards which lines, rays, 
etc., converge XVII (Boyle, Hobbes); point 
at which an object must be situated so that 
a well-defined image of it may be produced 
by the lens; centre of activity XVIII. - L. 
focus fireplace, domestic hearth, in pop. 
lang. rep!. ignis fire (hence in Rom., e.g. 
F. feu, Sp. fuego, It. fuoco, Rum. foe). So 
fo·cAL1 • XVIII. - modL. focalis. 

fodder f<J·d:::~.J (now sl.) food; spec. cattle 
food. OE. jOdor = MLG. vader, (M)Du. 
voeder, OHG. fuotar (G. futter), 0~. f6or 
:- Germ. *fooram, f. *foo- (see FOOD, 
FOSTER). 

foe fou adversary in mortal feud or combat, 
enemy. Early ME. fa, jo, pl. fan, jon, 
aphetic reduction of ifa(n), ifo(n), OE. 
gefa(n), assisted by famon, jOman, late OE. 
fahmon; OE. gefa, sb. use of geftih at feud 
(with) = OHG. gajeh (MHG. gevech, gt~ve) 
:- WGerm. *gafaixa, f. *ga- Y-+*faix
(OE. fah at feud, hostile, OFris. fach liable 
to punishment), whence also OE. j:Eh]J, 
OHG. (ga)fehida (see FEUD), and OS. ajehian 
treat as an enemy; ult. origin unkn. Hence 
foe·:vrA:<~. OE.; chiefly poet., revived by 
Scott. 

fretus fi·t;,s young in the womb or egg. 
XIV (Trev.). - L. fetus (often miswritten 
foetus) pregnancy, giving birth, young off
spring, produce, abstr. sb. parallel to adj. 
fetus pregnant, productive, pro b. rei. to fe
cundus FECUND, femina woman (see FEMI
NINE). 

-FOLD 

fog f::>g thick mist. xvr. Identical in form 
with (dial.) fog aftermath grass, long or 
rank grass (XIV), moss (xv), whence foggy 
boggy, spongy,murky, (of flesh) fl.abby(xvi), 
whence perh. (by back-formation) fog thick 
mist (XVI), but the sense-development is not 
clear, and the evidence is insufficient for a 
final judgement; possibly ult. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Norw. fogg long-strawed, weak, 
scattered grass in a moist meadow). fll An 
earlier occurrence of jog is implied infoggage 
(privilege of) pasturing cattle on fog, which 
occurs as AL.jogagium c.Izoo. 

fog( e )y fou · gi (colloq.) old -fashioned fellow. 
xvm. rei. to sl. fogram (XVIII) antiquated, 
old-fashioned (person), of unkn. origin. 

fogger now dial. exc. as in PETTIFOGGER. 
foible foi·bl failing, weakness. xvn. -F. 
foible, var. ofjaible FEEBLE. 

foiP foil tread under foot XIII; overthrow, 
discomfit; frustrate, ba(u)lk XVI. per h. -
AK. *fuler, var. of (O)F. fouler= Pr. folar, 
Sp. hollar, It. follare :- Rom. *fullare, f. 
L. fullo FDLLER. 

foil 2 foil t leaf; thin sheet of metal XIV ; thin 
leaf of metal placed under a precious stone 
to increase its brilliance, etc. ; a thing that 
serves by contrast to set off another thing 
XVI. (i)-OF. foil= Pr.folh, It.foglio :- L. 
folium leaf, perh. rel. to Gr. phullon; (ii) OF. 
faille (mod. feuille) = Pr. folha, Sp. lzoja, 
It. foglia :- L. folia, pl. of folium (n. pl. 
taken as fern. sg.). 

foil 3 foil small-sword with blunt edge and 
blunted points. XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

foin foin thrust with a pointed weapon. 
XIV. prob. f. OF. foine, foisne (mod. 
fouine) three-pronged fish-spear:- L.fuscina 
trident. 

foison foi·zn (dial.) power, capacity XIII 
(Cursor M.); (arch.) plenty, abundance XIII. 
-(O)F.joison ~ Pr.joiz6 :-Rom. *fusionem, 
for L. fiisio(nem) outpouring (see FUSION). 

foist foist tpalm (a die) so as to be able to 
introduce it when required; introduce sur
reptitiously or unwarrantably. XVI. prob. 
- Du. dial. vuisten, f. vuist FIST1• Cf. JOIST. 

fold1 fould enclosure for domestic animals. 
OE.fald, contr. offalred,jalod, -ud, corr. to 
OS. faled, MLG. valt, Du. vaalt. Hence 
fold vb. shut up in a fold. OE. faldian. 

fold 2 fould double or bend over upon itself; 
lay (the arms) together. OE.jaldan,jealdan 
pt. jeold, pp. fealden = MDu. vouden (Du. 
vouwen), OHG. faltan (G. fa/ten), ON. 
falda (pt. jelt), Goth. fal]Jan, pt. faifal]J :
CGerm. red up!. str. vb. "'fal]Jan; t-exten
sion of IE. *pel- *pl- (cf. Gr. di{paltos, di/
pldsios twofold, ha/pl6os simple), with a 
parallel k-extension in L. plicare fold, PLAIT. 
Hence fold sb. XIII (Cursor M.), 

-fold fould OE. -fald (-feald) = OFris., 
OS. -fald (Du. -voud), (O)HG. -falt, ON. 
-faldr, Goth. -fal]Js, CGerm. terminal e!. 
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FOLIAGE 

rei. to FOLD 2 and equiv. Gr. -paltos, -plasios, 
and more remotely Gr. ha/pl6s single, di/pl6s 
double (L. duplus); like the Gr. and L. 
equivs. appended to cardinal numerals and 
adjs. meaning 'many', orig. with the sense 
'folded in two, etc., or many folds', 'plaited 
in so many strands', becoming chiefly arith
metical multiplicatives. In OE. the adjs. 
were already used as sbs. and advs. (the 
advb. notion being expressed also by such 
phr. as be fif.fealdum, be manigjealdum, later 
tby fivefold, tby manifold). 

foliage fou·liid3 leaves collectively. xv. 
Early forms foillage, fuellage (assim. later 
to L. folium)- (O)F. feuillage, tfoillage, f. 
jeuille ; see FOIL 2, -AGE. 

foliation fouliei·J;Jn A. being in leaf, 
arrangement in leaves XVII ; B. consecutive 
numbering of folios XIX. In A f. L. folium; 
see FOIL 2, -ATION. In B. f. FOLIO. 

folic fou·lik (chem.) name of an acid ob
tained orig. from spinach and abundant 
in green leaf. xx. irreg. f. L. folium 
FOIL1 +-Ic. 

folio fou·liou A. leaf of paper, parchment, 
etc. ; page of a ledger, orig. two opposite 
pages used concurrently; B. in folio in the 
form of a full-sized sheet folded once (hence 
simply folio adj. and sb.). XVI. In A a 
generalization of the medL. use of the abl. 
of L. folium leaf, FOIL 2 , in references 'at leaf 
so-and-so' or a latinization of It. foglio; in 
B-It. infoglio. 

folk fouk (arch.) people, race; (arch.) men, 
people. OE.jolc = OFris.jolk, OS., OHG. 
folc (Du., G. volk), ON. folk people, army, 
detachment:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *folkam, 
the orig. meaning of which is perh. best 
preserved in ON. Hence fo·lk-LORE 1846 
(W. J. Thoms). fo·lk-soNG XIX. tr. G. volks
lied (Herder). e;[ From XIV the pl. folks has 
been used, and since XVII is the ordinary 
form, the sing. being arch. or dial. 

follicle b·likl (anat., etc.) small sac. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). - L. folliculus little bag, 
dim. of follis bellows, per h. rei. to BALL 1 ; 

see -CLE. 

follow fo·lou go or come after OE.; walk 
in the footsteps of, copy, imitate. OE. 
folgian, carr. to OFris. fol(g)ia, fulgia, OS. 
folgon (Du. volgen), OHG.folgen (G.folgen), 
beside OE. fylgan (ME. jil;e, surviving till 
XV as filow, -oe), ON. fylgja accompany, 
help, lead, follow, pursue; f. CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *fulg-, of unkn. origin. C1l OE.jullgtin 
( -gangan) pt.fuleode complete, pursue (a de
sire), imitate, help= OS. fullgtin (-gangan), 
OHG. follegtin, -gen are distinct in form 
and orig. in sense. 

folly b·Ii quality or state of being foolish 
XIII ; costly structure considered to have 
shown folly in the builder xvr. - (O)F.folie, 
f. fol foolish, FOOL, carr. to Pr. fol(h)ia, It. 
follia; see -Y 3 • In the second sense derived 
from a similar use of OF.jolie, which is pre
served in modF. place-names, e.g. La folie-

FONTANELLE 

Beaujon; the identity with this word is 
shown (xi) by its being rendered by L. 
stultitia, but there may have been in some 
instances blending with OF. fueillee (mod. 
feuillee) arbour, pleasance, country house 
(cf. medL. foleia and domus foleyre xm). 

fomalhaut fou·m;Jlh5t (astron.) star in the 
Southern Fish. XVI. -Arab. fum" 'lhaut 
mouth of the fish. 

foment foume·nt bathe with warm lotion; 
promote the growth of; foster, stimulate. 
xv. - (O)F.fomenter -late L. fi5menttire, f. 
f.i5mentum lotion, poultice, lemtive :- *jove
mentum, f. fovere heat, cherish, f. IE. base 
*dhogwh- *dhegwh-, repr. also by Skr. ddhati, 
Lith. degz'l burn, Gr. tephra (:- *dhegwhrti) 
ash, ember; cf. DAY. 

fond fond (dial.) foolish, silly XIV (R. Rolle); 
(dial.) foolishly affectionate, doting; teager, 
desirous; having a strong liking (for) XVI. 
ME. fonned, -yd, having the form of a pp. 
of jon vb. (recorded later in XIV) be foolish, 
which is obscurely rei. to tfon sb. fool (XIII, 
Cursor M.). The occurrence in ME. 
(Wyclif only) and E. Anglian dial. (xvn-xix) 
of the sense 'insipid', 'of sickly flavour', has 
suggested that the vb. jon orig. meant 'lose 
savour' ; but this sense is later than that of 
'foolish', and its source is of obscure origin; 
moreover, the chronology of the words as 
known suggests that ME. fonned was 
directly f. Jon sb.+-ED 2 (cf. the etym. of 
2oicked, wretched). C1l Derivation from 
Scand. as repr. by Sw. fdn(e), MDa. fane 
fool, Ice!. fdni vain person, swaggerer, 
though supported by the sense, seems to 
be ruled out on phonetic and other grounds, 
unless the shortening of the vowel took 
place on the addition of -ed, and the sb. and 
vb. jon are back-formations. 

fondant f<>·nd;mt kind of sweetmeat that 
melts quickly in the mouth. XIX. F., sb. use 
of prp. of fondre melt; see FOUND 2, -ANT. 

fondle b·ndl tpamper XVII (Dryden); 
treat with fondness, caress XVIII. Back
formation from tfondling (foolish person 
c. 1400, one who is fondly loved or caressed 
XVII), f. FOND+-LING1 • Cf. sidle, suckle. 

font1 font receptacle for the water used in 
baptism. Late OE. font, var. of fant (also 
in camps. fantbrep, -fret, -hiilgung, -htilig, 
-wreter, and in ME. fon(t)sti5n, fan(t)stdn) 
- Oir. fant, font- L. font-, fons spring, 
FOU:-ITAIN, in spec. eccl. use, fi5ns or fontes 
baptisrni water(s) of baptism, whence OF. 
fonz, fonce (mod. fonts) m. pl., Pr. font, It. 
fonte. (OFris. font, funt, MDu. vonte (Du. 
doop/vont), ON. funtr are prob. adoptions 
of the Eng. word.) ME. shows continua
tion of the OE. forms as font, fant, vant, 
beside adoption of AN. funz (OF. fonz) 
as funt (a regular Sc. form), fount. 

font 2 var. of FOUNT 2• 

fontanelle font;Jne-1 (anat.) thollow be
tween muscles XVI ; outlet for a discharge 
XVII ; membranous space in the skull of an 
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infant XVIII. -F. fontanelle- modL. fonta
nella, latinization of OF. jonlenelle, dim. of 
fontaine FOUNTAIN; see -EL2 , 

food fiid what is taken to support life. 
Late OE. joda :- *jo(Jon, a unique forma
tion, the synon. words in other Germ. langs. 
being f. "'foojan FEED, viz. ON. jmai, fmoa, 
Goth. ji5deins; f. Germ. "'foo- "'faa- (cf. 
OHG. vaten pasture, fatunga food) :- IE. 
"pat-, as in Gr. pateisthai eat. 

fooF fiil A. one deficient in judgement or 
sense XIII (La3.); professional jester, clown 
XIV; B. adj. foolish XIII (AncrR.); now only 
(exc. dial.) as attrib. use of the sb. ME. fol 
. sb. and adj. - OF.jol(mod.fou mad)= Pr. 
fol (whence Sp. fol), It. folle :- L. folli-s 
bellows, inflated ball, money-bag, (later 
fig.) 'windbag', empty-headed person (cf. 
jollis injlatus applied by Augustine to a 
puffed-up person), also used as adj., beside 
jollus; perh. rei. to BALL\ BELLY. Cf. FOLLY. 
Hence vb. play the fool, make a fool of. 
XVI (Sh.). foo·lERY. XVI (Latimer, Spenser). 
foo·IHARDY. XIII (AncrR.). -OF. jolhardi 
'foolish-bold'. foo·lscAP (fool's cap) cap of a 
professional fool; folio writing- or printing
paper of a kind that orig. bore a watermark 
representing a fool's cap. XVII. 

fool 2 fiil tclotted cream XVI ; dish composed 
of crushed fruit with cream, etc. XVIII. 
perh. transf. use of prec. suggested by trifle 
(cf. 'Mantiglia, a kinde of clouted creame 
called a foole or a trifle', Florio). 

foot fut pl. feet fit part of the leg beyond 
the ankle joint; unit of measurement 12 in.; 
metrical unit OE. ; lowest part XII; what is 
at the foot or bottom (bottoms, dregs, with 
pl. foots) xv. OE. jot, pl. jet = OFris. jot, 
OS. jot, juot (Du. voet), OHG. juo; (G. 
fuss), 0~. f6tr, Goth. fotus; the CGenn. 
cons.-stem *jot- :- IE. *pod-, which with 
its vars. *pod- ped- is widespread in the IE. 
langs. (but not in Celtic), being repr. by 
Skr. paddm footstep, pddas foot, Lith. peda 
footstep, L. ped-, nom. pes, Gr. pod-, nom. 
pous foot, pezos (:- *pedj6s) on foot, Arm. 
otn, 0~. jet step, foot as a measure, feta 
make one's way, OE. j<£t step; see also 
FETTER, FETLOCK. (jf The foJJ. contain the 
same base: biped, quadruped, pedal, pedestal, 
pedestrian; impede; pawn; pioneer. Foot of 
the fine (legal AN. pee de la fin), bottom 
part of a tripartite indenture recording the 
particulars of a fine (compromise of a 
collusive suit for the possession of estate), 
and remaining with the court, the other 
two counterparts, which were retained by 
the parties, being at right angles to it. 
Hence foot vb. dance (now only in arch. 
foot it) XIV; tadd up xv; walk; strike, etc. 
with the foot xvi. foo·tiNG1 (dial.) foothold 
XIV; (fig. XVI); twalking; dancing; foot
print(s) XVI; settled condition XVII (cf. 
6TANDI:-<G), foo·tBALL\ XV, foo·tFALL1

, XVII 
(Sh.). foo·tHOLD. XVII, tfootHOT. XIII; cf. 
hot-foot. foo·tMAN foot-soldier XIII; (dial.) 
pedestrian XIV; attendant on foot xv. foo·t-

FORAY 

PATH. XVI. foo·tNOTE. XIX. foo·tPACE 
walking-pace; raised floor (for an altar). XVI. 
foo·tPAD2 highwayman who robs on foot. 
XVII ;pad, canting use ofvar. of PATH. foo·t
PATH. XVI. foo·tSTALK petiole, peduncle. 
XVI (Turner). foo·tsTEP. XIV (earlier, oncr 
pl. jet steppes XIII). foo·tSTOOL. XVI (Pa!P 
Coverdale). 

footle fii•tl (colloq.) fool about, trifle, potter. 
XIX (esp. in prp. foo·tliNG 2 trifling, paltry). 
perh. alteration, by assoc. with -LE8

, of 
(dial.) footer bungle, idle or potter about, 
presumably rei. to footer contemptible fel
low, transf. use ofjoutre (cf. Sh. '2 Henry IV' 
v iii 103 a footre for the world)- (O)F . 
joutre = Pr.jotre, Sp. hoder, It.jottere :- L. 
futuere; or based on footy paltry, worthless 
(xvm), var. of joughty musty (r6oo), repr. 
OE. *fiihtig (corr. to OHG. juhti, Du. 
vochtig), f. fuht damp = OS., OHG. juht 
(Du. vocht, G. feucht). 

foozle fii·zl (sl.) waste one's time; bungle. XIX. 
-G. (Bavarian dial.) juseln work hurriedly 
and badly; cf. FUSEL. 

fop fop tfool xv (Promp. Parv.); one who 
is vain of his appearance, etc. XVII. corr. in 
form to G. foppen hoax. Cf. FOB1• Hence 
fo·ppERY. XVI (Bale). fo·ppiSH1• XVII (Sh.). 

for f5.r, filr, b.r prep. tbefore; representing, 
instead of; in defence of; with a view to 
OE. ; to obtain, in order to XIII ; with the 
object of XIV; in the character of; by reason 
of, in spite of OE.; in relation to XIV; during 
xv; conj. (for OE. for ]Jon pe, for piim pe, 
for py peon account ofthe fact that) because, 
since XI. OE. for = OFris., OS. for, Goth. 
faur, pro b. reduction of Germ. *fora before 
(of place and time), repr. by OE. fore = 
OFris., OS., OHG.fora, Goth.jaura, beside 
OS., OHG. forms with -i, viz. juri (G. fur) 
and ON .jyrir; see FORE 2

• Hence forasmuch 
f5r-, fnrnzmA·tf (arch.) seeing that. XIII 
(RG!ouc.). tr. OF. por tant que for so much 
as; north. for as mekill, Sc. also forasmekle. 

for-1 f5.r, usu. fn.r OE. for-, j<Er- = OFris. 
for-, fir-, OS. for-, OHG. fir-,jar- (Du., G. 
ver-), Goth. fair-, faur-, corr. to Gr. PERI-, 
PARA-, L. PER-, POR-, Skr. pdri, purii, Olr. 
ar-, air-; IE. prefix with variation of form 
and wide extent of meaning, but esp. imply
ing (I) rejection, exclusion, prohibition, 
(2) destruction, (3) exhaustion. 

for- 2 f5n.r var. of FORE-. IJf Distinct from 
for- in tforclose, FORECLOSE, FORFEIT. 

forage fo·rid3 food for cattle. XIV. - (O)F. 
foztrrage, f. feurre = It. fodero - Germ. 
"'fotlram FODDER; see -AGE. So fo·rage vb. 
xv. - (O)F. fourrager, f. the sb. 

foramen forei·men (anat.) opening for the 
passage of something. XVII. L., f. jortire 
BORE1• 

foray fil·rei hostile incursion. XIV (in early 
use Sc.), prob. f. foray vb. (xrv), back
formation from ME. forayer forager, raider, 
var. of forrier- OF. farrier :-Rom. "'fodrii
rius, f. '*jodro FODDER (cf. FORAGE). 

[J68] 
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forbear1 f5.tbe;~·.t tbear, bear with; endure 
the loss of; abstain from OE. (intr. XIV; 
spec. leg. refrain from enforcing what is due 
XVI). OE. forberan = OHG. farberan re
strain, abstain, Goth. jrabairan endure; f. 
FOR-1 +BEAR 2• Hence forbea·rANCE. XVI 
(orig. leg.). 

forbear•, forebear f5·.tbea.I arch. or dial. 
(usu. pl.) ancestor. xv. orig. Sc., f. for- FORE
+ bear, beer, agent-noun of BE. 

forbid faJbi·d command not to do, etc. OE. 
forbeodan = OFris.forbiiida, Du. verbieden, 
OHG. farbiotan (G. verbieten), Goth. faur
biudan; CGerm. (exc. ON., which has 
jyrirbj61Ja), f. FOR-1 +BID. 

forby f5Jbai· prep. tclose by XIII (Cursor 
M.); (Sc.) beside XVI; adv. (dial.) aside, 
along, past XIV (R. Mannyng); (Sc.) besides 
XVI. f. FOR adv.+BY; cf. Norw.jorbi, Sw. 
forbi. 

force1 f5.ts strength, power XIII (Cursor 
M.); body of armed men XIV (Barbour). 
- (O)F. force = Pr. forsa, forza, Sp. fuerza, 
It. forza :- Rom. "~'fortia, f. L. fortis strong 
(cf. comfort, effort, fort, forte, fortify, forti
tude, fortress). So force vb. XIII (Cursor 
M.). - (O)F.forcer, £.force. fo·rciBLE done 
by force xv (Hoccleve) ; tstrong; producing 
a powerful effect XVI. -legal AN., OF., f. 
forcer. 

force•, foss f5.ts, fos (n. dial.) waterfall. In 
place-names fors XI, foss XIII; XIV (jor!J 
'Gawain and the Green Knight' 2173; 
force, var. fosse (xv) 'Sir Degrevant' 1655; 
Camden, ann.o 16oo, gives The Forses as a 
Westmorland name). -ON .jars, OWScand. 
foss (Sw. jars, Da. fos), without cogns. else
where in Germ. 

force-meat f5·.tsmit meat chopped fine 
used for stuffing. XVII. f. force (XIV), var. 
of FARCE1 vb. (cf. Sh. 'Tr. & Cr.' v i 64 
malice forced with wit)+MEAT. 

forceps f5·Jseps instrument of the pincers 
kind, organ shaped like this. XVII. - L. 
forceps, etymologized by Festus asformucaps 
'because it seizes hot things', f. formus hot, 
WARM-tcap- of capere seize {see HEAVE). 

ford f5Jd shallow place in a piece of water 
where one may cross. OE. ford = OFris. 
forda, OS. -ford in place-names (Du. voorde), 
(O)HG. jurt :- WGerm. *jurdu (ON. has 
jjprtfr FIORD :- "'fer]mz) :-IE. "'Prtus, repr. 
also by OW. rit (W. rhyd) ford, L. portus 
harbour, PORT\ f. •par- *'per- "'Pr- (see ~·ARE 
and cf. Gr. B6s/poros with Oxena/ford Ox
ford ; A v. p:1r:1tu- bridge, ford, Eu/ phrates 
'river with good fords'). 

fordo f5Jdfl' pp. fordone f5ldA·n (arch.) 
put an end to, destroy, spoil, wreck. OE. 
Jordon = OS. fardon (Du. verdoen), OHG. 
fartuon (G. vertun); see FOR-\ D01• In pp. 
(poet.) exhausted, wearied out XVI (Surrey, 
Coleridge, M. Arnold). 

FORE-

fore1 foal tearlier xv (Caxton); that is in 
front XV; sb. in (orig.) Sc. and Anglo-Ir. 
phr. to the fore present, on the spot, sur
viving; ready, available XVII (Rutherford); 
conspicuous XIX. Evolved from analysis of 
camps. of prefix FORE-, e.g. forehead, fore
land, forepart. 

fore• fo;u adv., now only in fore and aft 
from stem to stern, all over the ship. XVII, 
Not continuous with OE. and ME. fore; 
perh. of LG. origin; cf. Du. van vore11 en 
van achteren. 

fore• filal int. (in golf) warning cry to 
people in front of the intended stroke. XIX. 
prob. aphetic form of BEFORE or AFORE. 

fore- filal prefix meaning 'before', identical 
with the adv. fore in front, before, OE. fore 
= OFris. for( e), fara, OS., OHG.jora (Du. 
voor, G. vor), Goth. faura, perh. :- "'forai, 
carr. to Gr. para£, a dative formation, the 
base of which is repr. also in L. pro, prre, 
per (see PER-, PRE-, PR0-2), Gr. pro, pard, 
peri {see PARA-, PERI-), Skr. purti before. 

(jf A few of the foil. comps. had orig. the 
prefix FOR- 2 • 

foreARM1 f5ara·.Im arm beforehand. XVI. 
foreARM 2 f5a·rii.tm part of the arm below 
the elbow. XVIII; cf. Du. voorarm, G. 
vorderarm, F. avant-bras. forecAST f5aJ
ka·st tcontrive beforehand XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); estimate beforehand XVI. Hence 
fo·recast sb. xv. forecASTLE fou·ksl 
(whence the sp. fo'c'sle) tshort raised deck 
in the bow, orig. a castle-like structure 
to command the enemy's decks XIV; fore 
part of a ship xv. fo·reFA:THER ancestor. 
xm (Cursor M.). -ON. forfaiJir; super
seded OE. for]Jfreder, early ME. for]Jfader; 
cf. Du. voorvader and ChrL. propator (Ter
tullian) -Gr. fo·reFI:NGER first or index 
finger. xv; perh. after Du. voorvinger. 
fo·reFOOT one of the front feet. XIV; perh. 
after Du. voorvoet {cf. G. vorderfuss). 
fo·reFRONT principal face, foremost part 
(now dial. exc. fig.). xv (orig. Sc.). (Fore
side is earlier; cf. Du. voorzi_jde, G. vorder
seite.) fo·reao:ING preceding. xv. prp. of 
forego. foreao·NE that has gone before. XVI 
(Sh. in/. conclusion 'Oth.' III iii 428). pp. of 
forego, OE. foregiin go in advance. fo·re
GROUND part of a view in front and nearest 
the observer. xvn - Du. voorgrond; cf. G. 
vordergrund. foreHEAD fo·rid part of the 
face above the eyebrows. OE. forheafod = 
OFris.forhiifd (besidefarahiifd), MLG. vor
hoved, Du. voorhoofd, G. vor-, vorderhaupt, 
vorkopj. foreJU'DGE judge beforehand. XVI ; 
after F. prejuger, L. prrejiidiciire PREJUDGE. 
foreKNOW'LEDGE. XVI (Coverdale). Cf. 
foreKNOW', XIV (Ch.), fo·reLAND cape, 
promontory. XIV. Cf. ON. forlendi land 
between hills and sea, Du. voorland. fo·re
LOCK1 lock of hair growing just above the 
forehead. OE. foreloccas pl. 'antie frontis'; 
but a new formation in XVI. fo·reMAN 
£53•.tm;~n tleader xv; principal juror; 
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principal of workmen XVI; perh. after ON. 
formaiJr captain, leader, or immed.- Du. 
voorman (cf. G. vormann). fo·reNAME first 
or Christian name. XVI; after F. pnJnom, 
L. prren6men, Du. voornam, etc. fo·reNOON 
part of the day before noon. xv. fo·r~PART 
foremost part. XIV (Sc.). fo·reRU:NNER one 
who goes before to prepare the way (first of 
John the Baptist) xm (Cursor M.); one 
whom another follows XVI (Sh.); tr. L. 
prrecursor PRECURSOR. fo·reSAIL principal 
sail set on the foremast. xv; cf. Du. voorzeil. 
foreSEE· see beforehand. OE. forseon; but 
prob. a new formation in ME. after FORE
SIGHT; perh. orig. tr. L. providere PROVIDE. 
fo·reSHORE. XVIII. fore•SHO'RTEN cause to 
be apparently shortened. xvn (Peacham). 
pro b. - Du. verkorten; cf. G. verkiirzen, and 
F. raccourcir, It. scorciare. foresHow· pre
figure, prognosticate; betoken. XVI; not 
continuous with OE. foresceawian provide, 
foresee. fo·reSIGHT t(divine) providence 
XIII (Cursor M.); provision for the future 
XIV; action of foreseeing or looking forward 
xv; prob. after ON. forsJd, -sJ6, and later 
felt as etymol. rendering of (O)F. providence, 
L. providemia; cf. OHG. forasiht (G. 
vorsicht). fo·reSKIN. XVI (Coverdale); after 
G. vorhaut (Luther), based on L. prreputium 
PREPUCE. foreSTA'LL tobstruct XIV (Tre
visa); buy up (goods) before they reach 
public markets XIV (PPI.); hinder by anti
cipation, anticipate in action XVI. Implied 
earlier in AL. forstalliitio obstruction, for
stalliitor (xu), AN. forstallour forestaller of 
markets (xm), f. OE. for(e)steall intercep
tion, waylaying, ambush. fo·reTASTE sb. and 
vb. xv. foreTE'LL predict, prophesy. xm 
(Cursor M.); superseding tfm·esay, OE. 
foresecgan (cf. OJ'<. fyrirsegJa). fo·re
THOUGHT tpremeditation ; previous thought. 
XIII (Cursor M.); parallel to tforethink, OE. 
forepencan consider beforehand, and rep!. 
OE. forepanc consideration, forethought, 
providence. fo·reroP1 lock of hair at the 
front XIII; forepart of the crown XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); top of a foremast xv. foreWA'RN 
warn beforehand. OE. forewarnian (trans. 
and intr.); see fo·rewoRD preface, intro
ductory remark(s). XIX. tr. G. vorzt•ort. 
(Also pl., as if 'prefatory words'.) 

foreclose f5.rklou·z exclude, preclude xv; 
deprive of the equity of redemption, bar 
(a right of redemption) XVIII. f. forclos-, pp. 
stem of (O)F. fore lore, f. for-+clore CLOSE; 
there has been assoc. with FOR-1 or with 
FOR- 2, FORE-. Hence forCLO'SURE. XVIII. 

foreign f<J•rin tout of doors XIII (rare; 
chambre forene privy, RGlouc.); pert. to 
another, alien; pert. to another region, not 
in one's own land XIV; not domestic or 
native xv. (Not in gen. use before Ch. and 
Gower.) -OF. forein, forain, -e = Pr. ford 
:- Rom. "foriinus (so in AL., but the more 
usual forms were foraneus, forinsecus), f. L. 
fortis ace. pl., foris loc. pl. of *fora, var. of 
fores DOOR (cf. FOREST). Hence fo·reignER1 
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xv; after stranger, which it superseded in 
the sense 'one belonging to another country', 
for which tforein was also used XIV. tj[ For 
the sp. with eign cf. sovereign. 

forel f<J'r;}l tease, (dial.) book-cover XIII 
(Cursor M.); parchment dressed to look like 
vellum XVI (Bk. of Common Prayer, I549). 
- OF. forel (mod. fourreau) sheath, f. fuerre 
-Frank, *fader, = OHG. fotar case, cover 
(G. !utter lining), Goth. fodr sheath :• 
Germ. '*fooram, rei. to Skr. ptitram recep

tacle, f. pdti protects. 
foremost f5·.rm;}st first in place or order. 
The present form, dating from XVI, is an 
alteration, by assocn. with FORE-, offormost, 
itself an alteration, by assocn. with -MOST, 
of formest (xii), f. forme, OE. forma first 
(= OFris. forma, OS. forma), with super!. 
-m- suffix as in L. Primus PRIME)+-EsT, 
formest having rep!. fiirrnest, firmest :- OE. 
fyrrnest ( = Goth. frumists ), f. forma, the re
sult being a double super!. Cf. FOR~1ER. 

forensic bre·nsik pert. to courts of law. 
XVII. f. L. jorh1sis, f. fomm (cf. castrensis of 
a camp); see FORUM, -IC. Earlier fore·nsi
CAL. XVI. 

forest f<J-rist large tract of land covered 
with trees. XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.). 
-OF. forest (mod. foret) -late L.foresti-s 
(sih,a) 'outside wood', royal forest reserved 
for hunting (Langobardic Laws, Capitu
laries of Charlemagne), obscurely f. Joris 
out of doors, outside (see FOREIG:-1); prob. 
meaning orig. woodland lying outside the 
park and unfenced ; in AL. foresta, forestum 
(xi). So fo·restER 2• XIII (RGlouc.). - (O)F. 
forestier, f. forest; in AL. forestiirius (xi). 
tj[ An AN. contr. form is repr. in Eng. by 
tfoster XIV-XVII ; this survives as a surname, 
beside Forster and For(r)ester. 

forestall see FORE-. 

forfeit f3·.rfit tmisdeed, misdemeanour XIII 
(Cursor M.); fine, penalty xv; trivial fine 
for breach of rule XVII (Sh.). ME. Jorfet 
-OF. forfet crime, (also mod.) Jorfait, f. 
for(s)jaire commit crime (medL.forisfacere), 
f. for(s)- beyond, outside, sc. what is right 
(:- L. foris outside; cf. FOREST)..!-.faire D01• 

Hence fo·rfeit tsin, transgress xrv; lose the 
right to xv. forfeiture f5·.rfitJ;}.r tcrime, 
sin; loss or liability to deprivation. XIV. 
- (O)F. jorjaiture, f. forfait; see -URE. 

for(e)fend f5Jfe-nd tforbid; avert XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); (now U.S.) protect by pre
cautionary measures XVI. f. FOR-1 (i) +FEND. 

for(e)gather f5.rgre·i5;}.r, -gii·i5;}.r (chiefly Sc.) 
gather together XVI (Douglas); meet with 
XVI. - Du. vergaderen, with accommodation 
to FOR-, GATHER. 

forge1 f5.rd3 smithy XIV (Ch.); furnace for 
melting metal. - (O)F. forge = Pr., Cat. 
farga, fraga, Sp. fraga, fragua, Pg. fragoa 
:- Rom. "faurga :- L. fabrica trade, manu
factured object, workshop, forge (see 
FABRIC). So forge vb. shape, fashion (now 
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only in a forge) XIII (Cursor M.); fabricate, 
make a fraudulent imitation of XIV. - (O)F. 
forger= Pr., Cat.fargar, Sp.fraguar,!rogar, 
Pg. fragoar :- L. fabricare FABRICATE. 
Hence fo·rgER1 • XIV (Wycl.). fo·rgERY. XVI. 

forge• f5.Id3 (orig. naut.) make way ahead. 
XVII. Perh. aberrant pronunc. of FORCE vb., 
similarly used from XVII. 

forget f<>o~ge·t pt. forgo·t, pp. forgo·tten, 
arch. and dial.forgo·t fail to remember. OE. 
forgietan, pt. forgeat, -geaton, pp. -giten = 
OFris. forjeta, OS. fargetan (Du. vergeten), 
OHG. firge!f!fan (G. vergessen); WGerm. 
vb. f. *fer- FOR- (i) + *getan take hold of, 
GET (q.v. for the phonetic history), the 
etymol. meaning being 'miss or lose one's 
hold'. Hence forge·tful. XIV (for')etful, 
Wycl. Bible). Alteration of!or')etel,Jorgetel, 
OE.forgietel ( = Fris.forgittel, Du. vergetel) 
by substitution of -FUL1 for the final syll. 
forge·t-me-not species of Myosotis. XVI. 
tr. OF. ne m'oubliez mie do-not-forget-me, 
whence MHG. vergi!fminniht (G. vergiss
meinnicht). 

forgett f5·.Id3et (pl.) side pieces of the 
finger of a glove. xvu. orig. forchet- F. 
fourchette, dim. of fourche FORK (see -ET, 
-ETTE) ; so called from the shape. 

forgive f<>.Igi·v pt. forga-ve, pp. forgi·ven 
tgive, grant; remit, pardon. OE. forgiefan; 
see FOR-1 (i) and GIVE: corr. to OS. (Du. 
vergeven), OHG. fargeban (G. vergeben), 
ON.fyrirgefa forgive, Goth. fragiban grant; 
CGerm. tr. of medL. perdonare PARDON. 
So forgi·veNESS. OE. forgief(e)nes, rarely 
-giefennes; cf. Du. vergijfenis. 

forgo, forego f5.Igou· pt. forewent, pp. 
for(e)gone tintr. pass away, trans. pass over, 
neglect; abstain from. OE. forgan, pt. for
lode (ME. foryode); see FOR-1, GO. 

fork f5.Ik pronged instrument for digging 
OE., for eating xv; divergence into branches, 
bifurcation XIV. OE. forca, force, corr. to 
OFris. forke, OS. furka, OHG. furcha (Du. 
vork, G. furke), ON. forkr; CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) - L. furca pitchfork, forked stake, 
whence (O)F.fourche, ONF.fourque (which 
reinforced the word in ME.), Pr., Pg. forca, 
Sp. horca, It. furca. 

forlorn f<>.II5·m tmorally lost, abandoned 
XII ; t ruined, doomed XIV; forsaken, deso
late; pitiable, wretched XVI. pp. of ME. 
forlese, OE.forleosan = OFris.forliasa, OS. 
far-,!orliosan (Du. verliezen), OHG.jirliosan 
(G. verlieren), Goth. fraliusan; CGerm. 
(exc. ON.), f. *fer- *fra- FOR-1 (i)+ *leusan 
(see LOSE). 

forlorn hope f<>.Il5·.m hou·p picked force 
detailed for an attack, (hence) desperate 
adventurers, players, etc. XVI; (by misappre
hension) hopeless enterprise XVII. - Du. ver
loren hoop 'lost troop', i.e. verloren, pp. of 
verliezen (see prec.), hoop company (HEAP). 

FORMULA 

form f5.Im A. visible aspect of a thing XIII 
(RGlouc.); (scholastic philos.} that which 
makes matter a determinate kind of thing 
XIV (Ch.). B. character, nature, tdegree XIII 
(class in a school XVI); due observance or 
procedure XIV (Ch.). C. lair of a hare XIII; 
long seat without a back XIV (Trevisa); 
(typogr.) see FORME xv. ME.forme,fourme, 
furme- (O)F.forme, also tfourme, tfurme = 
Pr., Sp., It. forma :- L,forma mould, shape, 
beauty (rendering Gr. dllo> and xapaK-n}p), 
perh. cogn. with or- Gr. morphe form, 
shape (poss. through Etruscan ; cf. catamite, 
person), but referred by some toferire strike, 
as Gr. tripos TYPE to tuptein strike. So form 
vb. give a form to XIII (RGlouc.); be the 
components of XIV ; draw up or dispose in 
order XVIII. -OF. fourmer, (also mod.) 
former- L. formare, f. forma. fo·rmAL1• 

XIV (cause formal, Ch.). - L.; cf. (O)F. 
forme{. fo·rmahsM. XIX. -IsT. XVII; cf. F. 
-iste (xvr). formaliTY -aditi. xvr. - F. 
formA·TION. XV. -(O)F. or L. fo·rmATIVE. 
xv (Caxton; rare before XVII}. -OF. 

-form f5.Im repr. F. -forme, L. -formis, f. 
forma FORM, termination used to form adjs. 
meaning (i) 'having the form of', as ensiform, 
fusiform, vermiform, depending on modL. 
formations ; so cruciform, cuneiform, lenti
form, mammiform; (ii) 'of (so many) forms', 
as multiform, triform, uniform, derived from 
classical L. ; so omniform. 

format f5·.Imret, f5·.Ima shape and size 
of a book XIX.- F. (xvm)- G. format (XVII) 
- L. fiirmatus (sc. tiber book), pp. of for
mare FORM; so It. formato. 

forme, form f5.Im (typogr.) body of type 
locked up in a chase for printing. xv 
(Caxton). spec. use of FORM; so F. forme, 
G. form. 

former f5·.Im<>.I earlier in time XII; tfirst, 
primeval (as in Ch.'s the former age) XIII 
(Cursor M.); tmore forward XIV (Wycl. 
Bible) ; first of two )( latter XVI. f. ME. 
forme (OE. forma; see FOREMOST)+-ER3• 

Hence fo·rmerLY 2 tjust now; tbeforehand 
XVI (Spenser); in former days XVI (Hakluyt). 

formic f5·.Imik (chem.) of an acid con
tained in a fluid emitted by ants. XVIII. f. 
L. formica ant (cf. Gr. murmex, PISMIRE); 
see -Ic. Comb. form form-, as in formalde
hyde, fo·rmYL (cf. CHLOROFORM). 

formidable f5·.Imidabl, f<>.Imi·d- g!Vlng 
cause for alarm. xv. -F. formidable or L. 
formidiibilis, f. formidare fear, f. formidi5 
dread, scarecrow ( cf. Gr. morpho); see -ABLE. 

formula fa·.Imjula set form of words XVII; 
recipe; rule, etc., expressed by symbols 
xvm. - L. formula, dim. of forma FORM; 
see -ULE. So fo·rmulARY collection or 
system of formulas. xvr. fo·rmu1ATE3 • 

XIX; after F. formuler. 
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FORNICATION 

fornication f5mikei·J;~n sexual intercourse 
outside marriage. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
fornication -late L. fornicatio( n-), f. fornicari 
(whence fo·rnicATE 3 XVI), f. fornic-, fornix 
arch, vault, vaulted room such as was 
tenanted by the lower orders and prostitutes, 
pro b. rel. to fornax, furnus FURNACE; see 
-ATION. So fo·rnicATOR1 • xrv(PPl.). -late L. 

forrader f<:>·r;~d;~.z colloq. pronunc. of 
foncardER 3 farther forward, compar. of 
FORWARD. XIX. 

forsake f;~.rsei·k pt. forsook -su·k, pp. for
saken -sei·kn tdecline, refuse; give up, 
renounce. OE. forsacan, pt. forsoc, pp. 
forsacen = OS. forsakan (Du. verzaken), 
OHG. firsahhan; WGerm. f. FOR-1 -j-sakan 
quarrel, accuse (see SAKE). 

forsooth f;~.rsii·]> in truth (now only in iro
nical context). OE.forsop, i.e. FOR, SOOTH. 

forspent f5.rspe·nt (arch.) exhausted. XVI 
(Sackville, Golding). pp. of forspend, OE. 
forspendan (cf. OHG. farspenton); see FOR-\ 
SPEND. 

forswear f5.rswe;~·.r abjure, repudiate; (intr. 
and ref!.) perjure oneself. OE. forszcerian; 
see FOR-\ SWEAR, and cf. G. verschzvoren, 
ON. fyrirsverja. 

forsythia f5.Isai·]:>i;~ plant of a genus of 
spring-flowering shrubs. XIX. modL., f. 
name of William Forsyth (1737-r8o4), Eng. 
botanist+ -IA 1 • 

fort f5.It fortified place. xv.- (O)F.fort or It. 
forte, sb. uses of fort, forte strong = Pr. 
fort, Sp.fuerte :- L.fortis (cf. force). 

fortalice f5·.Itelis fortress, (now) small out
work. xv (Wyntoun). - medL. fortalitia, 
-itium, f. L. fortis strong; see FORT, and cf. 
Pr., Sp. fortaleza, It. fortalizio, OF. fm·te
lesce, FORTRESS. 

forte1 f5.rt strong point or feature. XVII 
(fort). - F. fort, sb. use of fort (see FORT); 
the F. fern. form was substituted in Eng. 
use, as in locale, morale. 

forte 2 f5·.rti (mus.) loud. xvm. It. :- L. 
fortis strong. So forti·ssimo. xvm. It., 
super!. offorte. fortepiano (XVIII), original 
name of the PIANOFORTE. 

forth f5.Ij:> forwards (now only in dial. back 
and forth); onwards (surviving in gen. use 
in and so forth); forward, into view; away. 
OE. forp = OFris., OS. forth (Du. voort), 
MHG. 1.·ort (G. fort) :-Germ. *furpa (cf. 
Goth. faurpis further) :-IE. *prto, f. base 
repr. in FORE-. forthcoming f5J]:>kA·miiJ 
about or ready to appear XVI ; ready to make 
advances XIX. f. phr. come forth; see -ING2• 

forthRIGHT. OE. for]n·iht adj., -rihte adv. 
forthwi·TH tat the same time; immediately 
XIV (Gower); partly short for earlier forth
withal (xi), but partly repl. ME. forth mid 
along with, at the same time as, used absol. 

fortify f5·Jtif;~i strengthen against force or 
attack. xv (Lydg., Pecock, Malory). -
(O)F. fortifier- late L. fortijicare, f. fortis; 

FOSSICK 

see FORT, -IFY. So fortificA·TION. xv. - F. 
-late L. 

fortitude f5•Jtitjiid moral strength, courage 
in endurance. xv. -OF. fortitude- L. for
titiido, f. fortis; see FORT, ·TUDE. 

fortnight f5•Jtnait period of two weeks in 
succession. OE. feozvertiene niht, ME. 
Jourten(n)iht fourteen nights (in which the 
ancient Germ. reckoning by nights is pre
served); cf. SENNIGHT. 

fortress f5·Jtris military stronghold. xm. 
- (O)F. forteresse strong place = Pr. forta
reza :- Rom. "'fortaritia (cf. Gallo-Rom. 
vaccaritia cow-stall, f. vacca), f. fortis strong 
(see FORT). 

fortuitous f5Jtjii·it;~s happening by chance. 
xvn. f. L. fortuitus, f. forte by chance, abl. 
of fors chance :- IE. *bhrtis 'that which is 
brought', f. base of L. ferre BEAR2 ; for the 
formation cf. gratuitous. 

fortune f5·.ItJ;~n chance, luck XIII (Cursor 
M.); (good or bad) luck; position depend
ing on wealth, wealth XVI. - (O)F. fortune 
- L. fortiina chance as a divinity, luck, esp. 
good luck, (pl.) gifts of fortune, (also sg.) 
riches, orig. sb. use (sc. dea goddess) of adj. 
fortiinus, f. fors (see prec.). So fortunATE 2 

f5•JtJ;~n;~t. XIV (Ch., Gower).- L.fortunatus. 
forty f5·.Iti 40, xl. OE. feowertig = OFris. 
jiuwertich, OS.jiwartig (Du. veertig), OHG. 
fiorzug (G. vierzig), ON. Jj6rir tigir, Goth. 
jidzcor tigjus; see FOt:R, -TY1. So fo·rti
ETH1. OE. feowertigopa =ON. fertugandi :
•jio.;ortigunpon: see TH 2• 

forum f5·r;~m (Rom. antiq.) market-place, 
spec. in ancient Rome a place of assembly 
for judicial and other business xv; court, 
tribunal XVII. - L. forum, rei. to fares (out
side) DOOR; orig. enclosure surrounding a 
house. Cf. FOREIGN, FORENSIC. 

forward f5·.Iw;~.rd towards the future OE. ; 
towards or to the front, onward. XIV. OE. 
forweard, var. of forpweard onwards, con
tinually, f. FORTH-1--WARD. Hencefo·rward 
adj. in an advanced state or position; eagerly 
ready; pert XVI; not continuous with OE. 
foreweard front or first part of. Hence for
ward vb. help forward, advance XVI (Sh.); 
send forward XVIII. So fo·rwards. XIV; cf. 
OE. forpweardes and Du. voorwaarts, G. 
vorwiirts. See -WARD, -WARDS. 

forwea·ry (arch.) tire out XIII; see FOR-1. So 
forwo·rn (arch.) worn out XVI; pp. of 
tforzvear XIII (La3.), pierce, hollow, with 
Balto-Sl. cogns. 

foss see FORCE2• 

fosse f<>s ditch, trench. XIV (Maund.). 
- (O)F. fosse = Pr., Pg., It. fossa, OSp. 
fuesa :- L. fossa, f. pp. stem foss- of fodere 
dig. 

fossick f<>·sik (Austral. mining) search for 
gold by digging out crevices, etc.; (sl.) rum
mage. XIX. Of unkn. origin; cf. dial. fossick 
troublesome person, fossicking troublesome, 
fossick make a fuss, bustle about. 
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FOSSll. 

fossil fa·sil (rock, etc.) dug out of the earth, 
esp. of remains of the prehistoric past. XVII. 
-F. fossile- L. fossilis, f. foss-, pp. stem of 
fodere dig; cf. FOSSE and see -ILE. 

foster fa·st~l tnourish, feed OE.; tbring 
up (a child); promote the growth of XIII; 
cherish, 'nurse' XIV. OE. fostrian ( = ON. 
f6stra), f. foster food, f. "'foi'J- Foon+instr. 
suffix "'-tram. The stem was used as comb. 
form in OE. fosterbearn, -cild child as re
lated to those who have reared it as their 
own, fosterbro]Jor I -sweostor male I female 
child reared with another of different 
parentage.fosterfreder I -modor one who acts 
as father I mother to another's child; so 
fosterling (-LINGl), foster-child, and corr. 
forms in ON.; hence foster-nurse XVI (Sh.). 

fother f<>·i5a.I load, cartload OE.; mass, 
quantity; specific weight or measure xm. 
OE. foper = OS. fothar (Du. voer), OHG. 
fuodar (G.fuder) :- WGerm. 111fopram, prob. 
f. gradation-var. of the base "'fajJ- stretch 
out, as in FATHOM. II][ G. fuder was adopted 
XVII as fooder, fudder. 

fou fu (Sc.) drunk. xvr. var. of FULL. 

foul faul grossly offensive to the senses ; 
)( clean OE.; )(fair ME. OE.ful = OFris., 
OS., OHG. ful (Du. vuil dirty, G. faul 
rotten, unsound, lazy), ON. full, Goth. fuls 
stinking :- CGerm. "'fiilaz, f. "'fu- (repr. by 
ON.juinn rotten,jeyja let decay:- "'faujan) 
:- IE. •pu-, as in L. piis Pus, putere stink, 
rot, putidus rotten, putridus PUTRID, Gr. 
puon, puos, pCiar pus, Lith. pilti rot (with 
l-cogns. in Lith. pdliai pl. pus, piaulai pl. 
rotten wood), Skr. pdyati stink, pdtis rotten, 
Arm. hu purulent blood. 

foulard fulald, llfuliir (handkerchief of) silk 
material. XIX. F., of unkn. origin. 

foumart fii·mii.It polecat. xrv. Early forms 
folmarde, fulmert, fullimart, f. ful FOUL (i.e. 
stinking)+mart (see MARTEN). 

found1 faund set up, establish as on a firm 
basis. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. fonder = 
Pr. fondar, It. fondare :- L. jundtire, f. 
fundusBOTTOM. SofoundA·TION. xrv(Ch.). 
- (O)F.- L. Hence fou·ndER1 xrv (R. 
Mannyng, Trevisa); whence fou·ndrESs1 

XV (Lydg.). 

found 2 faund melt (esp. metal or glass for 
casting in a mould). XIV make things thus. 
- (O)F. fondre = Pr. fondre, Sp. fundir, It. 
fondere :- L. fundere pour, melt, pt. judi, 
pp. ]usus (cf. FUSE2), f. IE. "'ghud- "'gheud
(in Germ. "'gut- "'geut-, repr. by OE. geotan, 
OFris. giiita, OS. giotan, OHG. gio!{an, G. 
giessen, ON. gjota, Goth. giutan pour), ex
tension of "'ghu- "'gheu-, whence Gr. khtfein, 
kheliein pour, khatos CHYLE, khum6s CHYME, 
khdtrii, -os earthen pot, Skr. juhOti pour 
libations, sacrifice, dhutis libation; cf. 
FUTILE. Hence foundER1 xv; perh. after 
(O)F. frmdeur, jonderit. fou·ridRY art of, 

FOUR 

establishment for, founding metal or glass. 
XVII. 

founderl fau·nd.:J.I tsmash in xm; tsend 
to the bottom xrv; (of a horse) stumble and 
fall, go lame XIV (Ch.); fill with water and 
sink XVI. partly- OF. fondrer send to the 
bottom, submerge, but for the most part 
aphetic of tafounder (xrv), tenfounder (xv) 
-OF. "'afondrer, esfondrer, enfondrer, mod. 
effondrer (= Pr. esfondrar, It. sfondolare) :
Rom. *ex-, injundortire, f. ex EX-', IN-1 + 
"'fundor-, taken as stem ofL.jundus BOTTOM. 

founder• fau·nd~l finder, spec. in Derby" 
shire lead-mining xvr; hence, portion of a 
lead mine given to the first finder of the 
vein xvn. pro b. f. found, pp. of FIND+-ER1

• 

foundling fau·ndlil) deserted infant whose 
parents are not known. XIII. ME. fundling, 
perh. alteration of contemp. and synon. 
tfunding (f. fund-, pp. stem of FIND+-ING3) 

by substitution of -LING1 ; perh. after (M)Du. 
vondeling, MHG. vundelinc. 

fount1 faunt spring, fountain. XVI (Sh., 
Drayton). pro b. back-formation from FOUN
TAIN, after mount, mountain, suggested by 
F.fonts (L.fons), which was directly repr. by 
font (xvn; chiefly poet.). 

fount• faunt (typogr.) set oftype of a parti
cular size. XVII (Moxon). Alteration of font 
(which remains an alternative form) tfound
ing, casting (xvr)- F.fonte, f.jondre FOUND 1, 

prob. after vente sale, vendre sell, etc. 

fountain fau·ntin (arch.) spring of water 
XV; artificially formed jet of water XVI. 
- (O)F. fontaine = Pr., Cat., It. fontana, 
Rum. jtntand :- late L. fontiina, sb. use (sc. 
aqua water) 'ofjonttinus, f.font-,fons spring, 
fountain. Cf. FONT1• 

four f5a.I 4, iv. OE.feower = OFris . .fiziwer, 
fior, OS . .fiwar, .fiuwar, .fiori, OHG . .fior, fier 
(Du., G. vier), ON.fjorir, fern. -ar, n.jjogor, 
Goth . .fidwor, beside OE. fy]Jer-, .fi]Jer-, 
Frankish fitter-, OSw . .fi;;ejJer-, Goth . .fidur
(in comps.) :- Germ. "'petwor- :- IE. "'qwet
wor-, whence (with vowel-variation) OW. 
petguar (W.pedwar), Oir. cethir, L. quattuor, 
Gr. tessares (Dor. tetores, lEol. pisures), OSl. 
letyri, Lith. ketun, Skr. catvtiras, catur-; 
orig. inflected, like the words for 2 and 3 
and unlike those for s-ro. Cf. QUADRI-. 
Hence fourTEEN. OE.jeowertiene = OFris. 
fiuwertine, OS.fiertein (Du. veertien), OHG. 
fiorzehan (G. vierzehn), ON. jjortdn, Goth. 
fidwortaihun; whence fourteenTH 2, OE. 
jeowerteo]Ja, ME. jourtetlze, superseded by 
fourtend (after ON. f.jdrtdndi), -tenpe, (from 
xvr) -teenth. fourTH 2 f5a.Ip OE.feo(we)r]Ja 
= OS.fiori'Jo (Du. vierde), OHG.fiordo (G. 
vierte), ON. jj6ri'Ji :- CGerm. "'fi(i'J)worpon 
:- IE. "'qweturto-, -twrto, whence also L. 
quartus, Gr. rlTapros, OSl. letvrita, Skr. 
caturthds. The ME. typesferth(e),jurth(e), 
fourt(e), were finally superseded by fourth. 
Cf. FORTY. 
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FOWL 

fowl faul (arch., exc. in wild-fowl) bird OE.; 
domestic cock or hen XVI. OE. fugol '= 
OFris. fugel, OS. jugal, OHG. fogal (Du., 
G. vogel), ON. fugl, Goth. fugls :- CGerm. 
*foglaz, >Y:juglaz, perh. dissim. form of 
*fiuglaz, f. *flug- *fleug- FLY 2 (cf. OE.jlugol 
fleeing, and Mercianfiuglas heofun 'volucres 
creli', Matt. xiii 32). Hence fow·l.ER1 • OE. 
fug(e)lere, f. fug(e)lian catch wild-fowl. 

fox foks animal of the genus Vulpis. OE. 
fox = OS. vulzs (Du. vos), OHG. fulzs (G. 
fuchs) :- WGerm. *fuxs; a corr. CGerm. 
fern. formation in -on is repr. by OE. focge, 
MLG.volze, OHG. joha(G. dial. johe), ON. 
faa, Goth.faulz6; f. CGerm. *fux- :- *puk-, 
assumed base of Skr. pucchas tail, Russ., 
Pol. pukh fine woolly hair, down; the name 
may mean orig. 'the tailed one'. The female 
is VIXEN. For Eng., LG., and Du. -o- for -u-, 
cf. OE. lox= OS.lohs, MLG., Du. los LYNX. 

'l[ ON.fox fraud is- OE.jox; cf. OE.joxung 
deception. Hence fo·x-GLOVE the plant 
Digitalis. OE. foxesglofa, f. g. sg. ofjox; the 
flower resembles a finger-stall in shape; the 
Norw. name, revbjelde 'fox-bell', shows 
similar unexpl. assoc. with the animal. 

foyer fwa·jei large room in a theatre, etc., for 
the use of the audience during intervals. XIX. 
F., hearth, home = Pr. joguer :- Gallo
Rom. *focarium, f. L. focus fire (see Focus). 

fracas frre·ka, U.S. frei·kas noisy quarrel. 
XVIII (Lady Montagu). F., f. fracasser- lt. 
fracassare make an uproar, of unkn. origin. 

fraction frre·kJan numerical quantity that 
is not an integer XIV (Ch.); breaking or its 
result xv. - (O)F. fraction- ChrL. fra
ctio(n-) breaking (as of bread), f. fract-, pp. 
stem of frangere BREAK; see -TION. Hence 
fra·ctionAL1

• XVII. So fractious frre·kJas 
refractory, (now) cross, peevish. XVIII 
(Defoe). f. FRACTION (in obs. sense 'discord, 
dissension'), prob. after faction / factious. 
fractURE frre·ktfal breaking or its result. 
XV. - (O)F. fracture or L. fractt~ra, f. fract-. 
Hence fra·cturEo'. XVII, whence fra·cture 
vb. XIX. 

fragile frre·d3ail liable to break. XVII (Sh.). 
- (O)F. fragile or L. fragilis, f. *jrag-, base 
of frangere. So fragiliTY frad3i·liti. XIV. 
- (O)F. or L. fragMENT frre·gm;Jnt part 
broken off. xv. -F. fragment or L. /rag
mentum, f. *frag-. Hence fra·gmentARY. 
XVII (rare before XIX and stigmatized by 
Johnson, citing Donne, as 'not elegant, nor 
in use'). 

fragrant frei·grant sweet-smelling. XV (Dun
bar). -F. fragrant or L. fragrant-, -tins, 
prp. of fragrtire smell sweet; see -ANT. So 
fra·grANCE. XVII (Milton; fra·grancy XVI). 

frail1 freil rush basket for figs, raisins, etc. 
XIII. ME.jraiel- OF.fraiel, of unkn. origin. 

frail 2 freil morally or physically weak (xm 
in frelnes, Cursor M.); liable to break XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). ME. frele, freel- OF. fraile, 
frele (mod. frele) :- L. jragili-s FRAGILE. So 
frai·lTY. XIV. -OF. frailete- L. fragilitas. 

FRANK 

fraise freiz (fortif.) palisade xvm; ruff for 
the neck XIX. -F. fraise transf. use of the 
word meaning 'mesentery of a calf'. 

frambresia frrembi·zia yaws, characterized 
by raspberry-like excrescences. XIX. modL., 
f. (O)F. framboise raspberry, of disputed 
origin. 

frame freim A. the profitable; tprogress 
OE. ; B. tprepare timber for building XIV; 
(gen.) shape, construct, contrive XIV. OE. 
framian be of service, make progress, f. 
fram forward (see FROM); cf. ON. frama 
further, advance. The rei. ON. fremja 
( = OE. fremmmz, fremian) further, advance, 
perform, pt. framiJi, pp. framdr, pro b. infl. 
the sense-development. Hence frame sb. 
framed work, structure XIV (of heaven and 
earth, the body XVI); order, plan XVI; 
whence fra·mezvork XVII (Milton). 

franc frreiJk French coin or money of ac
count. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. franc, derived 
from the legend Francorum rex king of the 
Franks, on gold coins first struck in the 
reign of Jean le Bon (1350-64). 

franchise frre·ntJaiz i"freedom xm ; legal 
immunity or privilege XIV; (hist.) district 
over which a privilege extends xv; (in full 
elective f.) right of voting at a public election 
xvm. - (O)F.franchise, f.jranc, fem.franche 
free, FRANK+-ise, repr. L. -itia -ESs 2• Cf. 
ENFRANCHISE. 

Franciscan frimsi-sk;:m friar of the order 
founded by St. Francis of Assisi in 1209. 
XVI. -F. jranciscain- modL. Francisctinus, 
f. Franciscus Francis; see -AN. 

Franco- frre·IJkou comb. form of medL. 
Francus FRANK, meaning 'Frankish or 
French and .. .'; see -o-. XVIII. 

francolin frre•IJkolin bird of the partridge 
family. XVII. -F. francolin- It. jrancolino, 
of unlm. origin. 

franc-tireur fratir8r one of a corps of 
light infantry. XIX. F., i.e. franc free (see 
FRA:>;K) + tireur shooter, f. tirer shoot, of 
unkn. origin. 

frangible frre•nd3ibl breakable. xv. -OF. 
frangible or medL. frangibilis, f. frangere 
BREAK j see -IBLE. 

frangipane frre·nd3ipein perfume obtained 
from red jasmine xvn; cream for pastry (F. 
creme a {a jmngipane) XIX. - F. jrangipane, 
f. Fmngipani, name of an Italian marquis 
who invented a perfume for scenting gloves 
(cf. F. gants defrangipane or Frangipani). 

frank frrel)k tfree XIII; bounteous, gene
rous ; to£ superior quality (see FRANK
INcE:-;SE) XV; ingenuous, candid XVI. - (O)F. 
franc= Pr. franc, Sp., It. franco:- medL. 
francus free, identical with the ethnic name 
(see FRANK), which acquired the sense 'free' 
because in Frankish Gaul full freedom was 
possessed only by those belonging to or 
adopted by the dominant people. Hence 
(from the sense t'free of charge' of the adj.; 
cf. F. franc de port carriage-free) frank vb. 
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superscribe (a letter, etc.) with one's signa
ture to ensure free conveyance, (hence) 
stamp XVIII ; facilitate the passage of XIX. 

Frank frreiJk A. of the Germanic nation (or 
nations) that conquered Gaul and from 
which the country received the name of 
France (Francia) OE.; B. in the Levant (e.g. 
Gr. <PpayKOS), individual of Western nation
ality XVI. OE. Franca = OHG. Franko; 
supposed to be named from their national 
weapon, OE. franca javelin (cf. SAXON). 

frankincense frre·IJkinsens olibanum. XIV. 
- OF.jranc encens; see FRANK (formerly used 
in the sense 'of superior quality'), INCENSE. 

franklin frre·l)klin landholder of free but 
not noble birth. XU! (RGlouc.). ME. 
francoleyn, jrankeleyn (3 syll., as in Ch.) 
- AL. francaltinus, f. franciilis (as in jeudum 
franctile, synon. with feudum francum, OF. 
francfieu ;jrancalia n. pl. territory held with
out dues; franciiliter adv. without dues), f. 
francus free, FRANK; see -AL 1 , -AN, 

frankpledge frre·!]kpled3 system by which 
each member of a tithing was responsible 
for every other. xv (fraunciplegge). -law L. 
franciplegium, latinization of A;:.;ii.jrauncplege, 
f. franc FRANK+plege PLEDGE, mistr. of OE. 
jripborh peace-pledge (jrip, f. *fri- love, as 
in FRIEND), through the corrupt forms freo
borh, friborh, in which the first element was 
identified with free. 

frantic frre·ntik tinsane XIV; frenzied xvr. 
Late ME. frentik, frantik (forms with -e
survived till xvu)- (O)F. frbzetique- L. 
phreneticus PHRENETIC. The early change 
from -e- to -a- is unaccounted for. 

frap frrep A. (dial.) strike xrv; B. (naut.) 
bind tightly XVI. In A perh. repr. OE. (late 
Nhb.) (ge)fr<epgiga, which may contain the 
base of the Rom. word; in B- OF. fraper 
(mod. !rapper). 

Crass frres excrement of larvre. xrx. - G.frass 
(MHG. vrdj), f. fressen devour (sP.e FRET1). 

frate frii·tei friar. xvnr. It. (see FRIAR). 
(][ The abbrev. form fra is used as a prefix, 
e.g. Fra Angelico. 

Crater frei·t<).l (hist.) refectory in a religious 
house. XIII. ME. jreitore, freit(o)ur- OF. 
fraitur, aphetic of refreitor- medL. refectii
rium REFECTORY. Hence fra·trY 3• XIV. 

fraternal frat<'i•m;)l brotherly. xv (Lydg.). 
- medL. fraternalis, f. L. friiternus, f. j1·ater 
BROTHER; cf. (O)F. fraternel and see -AL1• 

So frate·rnrTY brotherhood. xrv. - (O)F. 
- L. fraterniZE frre·tamaiz. XVII. fra:ter
nizA·TroN. xvm. -F. 

fratricide1 freiotrisaid, frre·t- one who kills 
his {or her) brother. xv.- F. fratricide or L. 
jrdtricfda, f.jrdter; see prec. and -CIDE1• So 
fra·tricidc 2• XVI. - (O)F.jratricide orlate 
L.jrdtricidium; see -cmE•. 

frau frau German married woman, wife; 
Mrs, XIX, G. (OHG.jrouwa) = Du, VROUW. 

FREE 

So friiulein froi·lain German young lady; 
Miss. xvu. G. (MHG. vrouwelin), dim. 
formation. 

fraud fr5d deception. XIV (R. Mannyng). 
- (O)F.fraude- L.fraudem, nom.fraus. So 
frau·duLENT, xv (Lydg.). - OF. or L. 

fraught friit (arch.) laden XIV ; stored, sup
plied XV; attended U'ith XVI. pp. of tfraught 
load (a ship) XIV- MDu. vrachten, f. vracht 
(whence Eng. fraught sb. XIV, now Sc.) = 
MLG. vracht (whence G.jracht, Da.jragt, 
etc.), beside ·vrecht FREIGHT, prob. corr. to 
OHG. freht earnings:- Germ. *fraaixtiz, 
f. *fra- FOR-+ *aixtiz acquisition, property 
(see AUGHT). 

fraxinella frreksine·la cultivated species of 
dittany. XVII (Evelyn). modL., dim. of L. 
fraxinus ash (cf. BIRCH). 

fray' frei (arch.) frighten. XIII (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic of AFFRAY. Hence fray sb. (dial.) 
alarm; disturbance, conflict. xrv. 

fray 2 frei trub xrv (in vbl. sb. fraying noise 
of friction, Barbour); tbruise; tclash, col
lide XV; spec. (of deer) rub their horns XVI 
(Turbervile); rub away XVIII (Steele). - F. 
jrayer, earlier *freiier = Pr., Sp., Pg.fregar, 
lt.jl-egare, Rum.jreca :- L.jricare rub, rei. 
to jritire (cf. FRIABLE). 

frazzle frre·zl (U.S.) tear to rags. XIX. 
First recorded by Forby from East Anglian 
dial.; perh. a blend of FRAY 2 and dia!.jazzle 
tangle. Hence fra·zzle sb. pl. frayed ends; 
phr. to a frazzle. 

freak frik sudden change (as of fortune), 
capricious notion xvr (fortunesfrekes); capri
cious prank XVII; product of sportive fancy 
XVIII; (in full freak of nature, L. lusus 
naturre) monstrous individual of its kind 
XIX. prob. of dial. origin. 

freaked frikt variegated. XVII (Milton; 
whence in later poet. use). perh. alteration, 
by assoc. with streak, of jreckt (Sandys, 
r621), based on FRECKLE. 

freckle fre·kl brownish spot on the skin. 
XIV. Early forms are jracel, frakel; altera
tion of (dial.) jreken, fraken (Ch.)- ON. 
freknur pl. (Sw. friikne, Da. fregne), Hence 
fre·ck1Eo 2 • xrv (yjracled, yjreklet spotted); 
in ME. also frakned, fraknyd, after ON. 
Jrekn6ttr. 

free fri not in bondage or subject to control 
from outside. OE. freo = OFris., OS., 
OHG.fri (Du. vrij, G.frei), ON. *frir (only 
in comp. jridls :- *frihals 'free-necked'; cf. 
OHG. frihals free man, OE. freols, Goth. 
freilzals freedom), Goth. jreis :- CGerm. 
*frifaz :-IE. *prijos, the stem of which is 
repr. also by Skr. priyds dear (priyd wife, 
daughter), Av. fryo, W. rhydd free, OS!. 
prijatelji friend, OE. frigu love, freon, 
Goth. jrijon (see FRIEND), OS. fri woman, 
ON. Frigg (cf. FRIDAY). The primary sense 
is 'dear'; the Germ. and Celtic meaning 
comes of its having been applied to the 
members of a household connected by ties 
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of kindred with the head, as opp. to the 
slaves. The reverse development is seen 
in L. liberi children, orig. the free members 
of a household. freebooter fri·bu:t;~J: 
piratical adventurer. XVI. - Du. vrijbuiter, 
t-bueter; cf. FILIBl:.:STER. free·ooM. OE. 
jreodom; cf. Du. vrijdom. free·ho:ldER 1

• 

xv. tr. AN. fraunc tenaunt 'free tenant', one 
who possesses a free·hold estate, AN. 
fraunc tenement 'free holding'. free LANCE 
military adventurer. xrx (Scott); later esp. 
fig. freeLY 2

• OE. j1·eoliCe. free·MAN. OE. 
jreoman; so free·wo:MAN. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). free·ma:rtin hem1aphrodite or 
imperfect female of the ox kind. XVII ; of 
unkn. origin; cf. Ir., Gael. mart cow 
(fattened for the market). free·MA:SON 
tskilled worker in stone (perh. orig. one 
emancipated from the control of guilds and 
so free to work where wanted) XIV; member 
of a fraternity which grew out of the practice 
of admitting to societies of stonemasons 
other persons not of that craft (first called 
accepted masons) XVII. free·STONE fine
grained sandstone or limestone. XIV. tr. 
OF . .franche pere, AL. lapis liber (c. rzoo), 
the adj. meaning 'of superior quality'. free·
thi:nker one who refuses to submit his 
reason to the control of authority. XVIII 
(once earlier, applied to a sect); cf. Du. 
vrijdenker, F. libre penseur (XVII). free 
thought. XVIII (Shaftesbury). freeWILL 
unrestrained choice, ( theol.) power of direct
ing one's actions without constraint by 
necessity. XIII; tr. late L. liberum arbitrium. 

freesia fri·zi;~, fri•3l;~ iridaceous plant from 
the Cape of Good Hope. XIX. modL. (used 
by Ecklon for a group of allied plants), f. 
name of his friend Friedrich H. T. Freese, 
a physician of Kiel, Germany, see -IA1 • 

freeze friz, pt. froze frouz, pp. frozen 
frou·zn (impers.) be so cold that ice forms 
OE. ; be converted into ice XIII; convert 
into ice xv. OE. freosan, pt. freas, pp. 
froren (see FRORE) = MLG., MDu. vresen 
(Du. vriezen), OHG. friosan (G. jrieren, 
with analogical r for s), ON. frj6sa, Goth. 
*friusan (cf. jrius frost) :- CGenn. *j1-eusan, 
f. *freus- *.fmus- *jrus- :- IE. *preus- *p1·ous
*prus-, repr. by L. pruina hoarfrost, Skr. 
pru~vd. 

freight freit hire of a transport vessel xv; 
cargo, lading XVI. - MLG., MDu. ~Jrecht 
(whence also F. fret, Sp.flete, Pg.frete), var. 
of vracht (see FRAUGHT). 

French frentJ pert. to France. Late OE. 
frencisc :-Germ. *fraykiskaz(whencemedL. 
Franciscus, the source of OF.jranceis, mod. 
frant:ais), f. *Fraykon FRANK; see rsu1 • The 
contr. form is found in early ME. (frennsce, 
La3.); cf. WELSH, ScoTcH. Some ME. 
forms with k, e.g.jrankis,Jrenkis, -isch, W{:re 
based on or infl. by ON. Frankis(menn, etc.). 
Hence Fre·nchi·FY. XVI (Greene, Jonson). 

frenzy fre·nzi mentalderangement,(passing 
into) wild agitation of mind. XIV (R. Rolle). 
ME. frenesie- (O)F. jrenesie, carr. to Pr., 

FRIABLE 

It. frenesia- medL. phrenesia, for L. phre
nesis (whence Pr., Sp., Pg. frenesi), f. Gr. 
phren-, phrin mind; cf. FRANTIC, and see -Y 3

• 

frequent fri·kw:mt tcrowded; tcommonly 
practised; faddicted to XVI; recurring often, 
constant, habitual xvn. - (O)F. frequent or 
L. fuquent-, -ens crowded, frequent, of 
unkn. origin (supposed by some to be rel. 
to farcire stuff, FARCE1); see -ENT. So fre·
quENCE. XVI. - (O)F. - L. jrequentia, 
whence also fre·quENCY. xvr. frequent 
frikwe·nt visit, associate with, resort to xv; 
tpractise xv (Caxton). - (O)F.frequenter or 
L.frequenttire (its senses 'crowd', 'celebrate' 
were also formerly in Eng. use), f. frequens. 
frcque·ntATIVE (gram.) expressing repeti
tion. xv. 

fresco fre·skou painting in water-colour on 
a wall, etc., of which the plaster is not quite 
dry. XVI. orig. infresco, falfresco, tafresco, 
repr. It. affresco, i.e. alfresco 'on the fresh 
(plaster)'; see FRESH. 

fresh freJ teager, ardent XII (Orm); brisk, 
vigorous XIII (La3.); not salty (RGlouc.); 
new, novel, recent; having the signs of new
ness, not tainted, sullied, or worn XIV 
(Rolle); (of wind) XVI. ME. fresch, (Orm) 
fressh- OF. freis, fern. fresche (mod. frais, 
frafche) = Pr. fresc, Sp., Pg., It. fresco (cf. 
ALFRESCO, FRESCO) - Rom. *jriscu-s - Germ. 
•jriskaz, repr. by OE. jersc in senses 'not 
salted, not salt' (continued in rare ME. 
ferchse, uersse) = OFris., MDu. fersc (Du. 
vers), OHG. frisc (G. frisch), ON. jerskr, 
per h. rel. to OS!. presznu fresh, Lith. pri!skas 
unleavened. Hence freshEN5 • xvn; super
seding fresh vb. XIV-XVII (later arch.). 

freshet fre·Jit small stream of fresh water 
XVI; flood XVII. prob.- fem. of OF.freschet 
(as in fontaine frechette), f. frais FRESH; see 
-ET. 

fret1 fret tdevour OE.; gnaw; also fig. XII; 
chafe, irritate, vex XIII. OE. fretan = 
MLG., MDu. vreten (Du. vreten), OHG. 
jre:j::;an (G. fressen), Goth. fraitan; CGerm. 
(exc. ON.) f. *fra- FOR-1 + *etan EAT. Hence 
as sb. xv (Lydg.). 

fret 2 fret (chiefly in pp. fretted) tadorned 
with interlaced work XIV (R. Rolle); adorned 
with carved or embossed work XVII (Sh.). 
pro b. -OF. freter (in pp. fret1 ~ AL. 
frectatus,jrictatus), rel. to Jrete trelhs, mter
laced work (mod. jrette), of unkn. origin. 
So fret sb. XIV (Ch.). prob.- OF. !rete. 
comp. fre·twoRK XVIII. 

fret 3 fret (mus.) bar of wood, etc., to regu
late the pitch in some stringed instruments. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

Freudian froi·dian pert. to the system of 
psychoanalysis founded by Sigmund Freud 
(I8Sfi-I 939). 

friable frai·abl easily reducible to powder. 
XVI. - F. friable (Rabelais) or L. friiibilis, f. 
friiire crumble, rel. to jricare (cf. FRICTION, 
FRAY 2); see -ABLE. 



FRIAR 

friar frai;u member of certain religious 
orders (Franciscans, Augustinians, Domini
cans, Carmelites). XIII. ME. frere- (O)F. 
frere = Pr.fraire brother, friar (whence Sp. 
fraile, tfraire), Pg.freire :- L.friitrem, nom. 
friiter BROTHER (whence It. FRATE). For the 
phonology cf. briar, entire, quire. 

fribble fri·bl tfalter; (chiefly dial.) act aim
lessly or feebly, fool away. xvn (Middleton, 
Brome, Shirley). Expressive formation (cf. 
-LE 2). (jJ Connexion with FRIVOL adj. and 
vb. is ruled out by chronology. 

fricandeau frikiidou· fricassee of veal. 
xvm. F. fricassee frikasi· ragout of sliced 
meat. XVI. -F. fricassee, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of fricasser mince and cook in gravy; of 
unkn. origin. 

fricative fri·k;~tiv (philo!.) produced by 
friction of the breath through a narrow 
opening of the mouth. XIX. - modL. fricii
tivus, f. L. friciire; see next and -ATIVE. 

friction fri·kJ;m rubbing (orig. med.). xvr. 
-F. friction (Pare)- L. frictio(n-) (Celsus), 
f. friciire rub, rei. to fririre ; see FRIABLE, 
-TION. 

Friday frai·di sixth day of the week. OE. 
friged;;eg (whence ON. frjddagr), corr. to 
OFris. fri(g)endei, MLG., MDu. vridach 
(Du. vrijdag), OHG. friatag (G. freitag); 
i.e. DAY of Frig = 0~. Frigg name of the 
wife of Odin, prop. sb. use of fern. of Germ. 
"'frijaz noble, FREE; CWGerm. tr. of late L. 
Veneris dies day of the planet Venus (whence 
F. •vendredi, It. venerdl), based on Gr. 
14</>pofllT7JS ~p,epa 'day of Aphrodite'. 

friend frend 'one joined to another in 
mutual benevolence and intimacy' (J.); 
tlover OE.; (now only pl.; orig. partly after 
ON. frimdi) relative, kinsman XII. OE. 
freond, pl.friend = OFris.friiind, OS.friund 
(Du. vriend), OHG.friunt (G.freund), ON. 
(with change of dec!. in the sg.) frrendi, 
Goth. j1-ijonds; CGerm. prp. fom>ation on 
"'frijojan (whence OE. freogan, freon, Goth. 
frijon love), f. *friiaz beloved, FREE. For the 
formation cf. FIEND, which preserves the long 
vowel, whereas in friend there is shortening 
(usu. held to be due to the comps. friendly, 

friendship, in OE. freondlic, -scipe), though 
it retains the sp. assoc. with the long vowel 
(which is shown, e.g. in freend, freind, com
mon in XVI). OE. pl.friend,freond continued 
in ME. as frend; the rare and late freondas 
became the regular pl. frendes, friends. 

frieze1 friz coarse woollen cloth with a nap. 
xv (frese, frise). -F. frise (whence also G. 
fries) = Sp., Pg.frisa- medL. *'(liina)frisia 
FRISIAN wool (so L. panni frisii Frisian 
cloths). 

frieze• friz (archit.) member of entablature 
between architrave and cornice. XVI (frese). 
- F. jrise - medL. frisium, var. of frigium, 
for L. Phrygium (sc. opus) Phrygian work; 
cf. L. phrygice vestes. In It.fregio, Sp.jriso, 
the relation of which is not clear. 

FRISKET 

frigate fri·g;~t (orig.) light swift vessel (later 
variously applied). XVI. -F. fregate- It. 
fregata, tfragata (whence Sp. fragata), of 
unkn. origin. 

fright frait fear (OE.) sudden or intense 
fear. OE. fryhto, metathetic (Nhb.) var. of 
fyrhto = Goth. faurhtei :- Germ. *furxtin, 
f. "'furxtaz afraid, repr. by OE. forht, OS. 
foroht, -aht, OHG. joraht, Goth. faurhts; 
the other WGerm. langs. have a synon. sb. 
without mutation, viz. OFris. fruchtia, OS., 
OHG.for(a)hta (Du., G.furcht). No known 
cogns. outside Germ. So fright vb. terrify. 
OE. (Nhb.)fryhta, var. offyrhtan = OFris. 
fruchtia, OS. forahtian, OHG. for(a)htan, 
furihten (G. fiirchten), Goth. faurhtjan. Cf. 
AFFRIGHT. Superseded by frightEN 5• XVII 
(Pepys). 

frigid fri·d3id tcold in 'quality' xv; in
tensely cold XVII. - L. frigidus, f. frigere 
be cold, f.frigus cold = Gr. rhtgos :- •srigos 
(with vb. rhigeln); see -m1• So frigi·diTY. 
xv. - (O)F.- late L. 

frijoles fri·xoles Mexican kidney-bean. 
XVI (formerly sp. with s, a, z). Sp. pl. of 
frijol, frejol. 

frill fril wavy ornamental edging. XVI. 
contemp. with the corr. vb.; of unkn. 
origin. The sense 'mesentery of an animal', 
not recorded till XIX, may have been the ori
ginal, in which case the development would 
be similar to that of chitterling, F. fraise, 
and G. gekriise (i) mesentery, (ii) ruff. 

fringe frind3 ornamental border of stuff 
with dependent threads XIV; edging, border 
xvn. Late ME. frenge- OF. frenge, fringe 
(mod. frange, whence It. frangia, Sp., Pg. 
franja) = Pr. fremnha, Rum. fringhie cord 
:- Rom. "'frimbia, metathetic alteration of 
late L.fimbria, earlier only pl. fibres, shreds, 
fringe. (jJ For the change of e to i before 
nd3 cf. cringe, hinge, singe, swinge. Hence 
vb. xv. 

fringillaceous frind3ilei·J;}s of the finch 
family. XIX. f. L. fringilla finch+-ACEO'CS. 

frippery fri·p;}ri told clothes XVI (freprie); 
finery in dress XVII; empty display XVIII. 
-F. friperie, OF. freperie, f. frepe, ferpe, 
felpe, feupe rag, old clothes, of unkn. origin ; 
see -ERY. 

Frisian, Friesian fri·zi;}n, fri·3i;~n, fri·
pert. to, an inhabitant of, the language of, 
Friesland. xvr. f. L. Frisii (pl.)- the native 
name OFris. Frisa, Fresa, whence OE. Frisa, 
Fresa, MDu. Vriese (Du. Vries), OHG. 
Friaso (G. Friese), ON. Frisir; see -IAN. 
Earlier tFriese (xv, Caxton)- MDu. 

frisk fri·sk move briskly and sportively. 
XVI. f. frisk adj. brisk, lively- OF. !risque 
vigorous, alert, lively, merry, var. of frische, 
friche, earlier frique, of unkn. origin. 

frisket fri·skit (typogr.) frame hinged to 
the tympan. XVII (Moxon). -F. frisquette 
- modPr. frisqueto- Sp. frasqueta. 
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frit frit calcined mixture of sand, etc., to 
be melted to form glass. xvrr. - It. jritta 
(perh. through F. Jritte), sb. use of fern. pp. 
of jriggere FRY2 • 

frith1 fri]:> wood, wooded country sur
viving in place-names: Chapel en le Frith, 
Frithsden, Pirbright (Pirbrigth XIV, for Pyri
fright XIII, Perifrith XII, OE. piri:jfyrh]Je 
'pear-tree wood'); (dial.) sparsely grown 
land XVI, underwood XVII. OE. (ge)fyrhpe, 
fyrhp :-Germ. *gafurxpjam, *jurx]Ji, perh. 
f. *furxjon FIR. 

frith • frip firth. XVI (Holland). var. of 
FIRTH ; perh. infl. by L. fretum arm of the 
sea, formerly its supposed origin. 

fritillary friti ·lari plant of the liliaceous 
genus Fritillaria, esp. F. Meleagris. XVII. 
- modL. jritillaria, f. L. jritillus dice-box, 
presumably applied to the chessboard; so 
named in ref. to the chequered markings of 
the corolla. Cf. -ARY. 

fritter1 fri·ta.I portion of batter fried in oil, 
etc. XIV. - (O)F. friture = Pr., Sp. jritura, 
It.jrittura, Rum.jripturt'i :-Rom. *frictiira, 
f.frict-, pp. stem of L.frigere FRY2 ; see -URE. 
The suffix finally became -er, through -our, 
-eur. 

fritter• fri·ta.I tbreak into fragments; do 
away with piecemeal, waste in trifling. 
XVII. f. fritters fragments (xvrr), synon. 
with earlier (dial.) flitters (xvii), expressive 
alteration of (dial.) fitters (XVI), f. tfitter 
break into small fragments, perh. rei. to 
MHG. vetze (G.jetzen) rag, scrap; see -ER4. 

Fri~li.an f~iii·_lian pert. to (the language of) 
Frtuh, a d1str1ct at the head of the Adriatic 
Sea. f. Friuli :- L. Fo1·ojulium, i.e. Forum 
Julii said to have been founded by Julius 
Caesar; see -IAN. 

friv~lou~ fri·_v;,l;,s of little importance; 
lackmg m senousness. xv. f. L. (mainly 
late) frh·olus silly, trifling + -ous. Hence, 
by back-formation, colloq. frivol vb. (also 
jrivel.frivvle). XIX. frivoliTY -a·llti. XVIII. 
-F., f. (O)F.frivole (whence tfrivol adj. xv) 
- L. frivolus. 

friz(z) friz curl (the hair) in crisp curls. 
XVII. Earliest forms freeze, jrize- F. ]riser, 
perh. f. jris-, stem of jrire FRY 2 ; the vowel 
appears to have been shortened under the 
infl. of the earlier FRIZZLE. 

frizzle fri·zl frizz (the hair). xvr. First in 
pp. frisled, and earlier thanjriz(z), of which 
it might be supposed to be a deriv.; similar 
Fris. forms such as jrisle head of hair, 
friselen plait, are doubtfully rei. ; per h. 
- 0 F. fresete plaited. 

fro frou prep. (now dial.) from XII (Ormu
lum); adv. in to and fro XIII (fra and till, 
Cursor M.)- ON. frd = OE. ]ram FROM. 

frock frok long eccl. open-sleeved habit; 
long coat or tunic XIV ; skirted outer gar
ment, gown XIV. - (O)F. froc = Pr. froc 
(medL. froccus), of Germ. origin (cf. OS., 
OHG. hroc; not identical with OHG. roc, 
G. rock coat; see ROCHET), 

FRONTIGNAC 

frog1 frag tailless amphibious animal. OE. 
frogga, a pet-form similar to docga DOG, 
*stacga STAG, tvicga (see EARWIG); rei. to 
OE. forst, frosc, frox, ME. frosh, dial. frosk 
= MLG., Du. vorsch, OHG. frosc (G. 
jrosch), O~.jroskr :-Germ. *jroskaz, prob. 
:- *frudskaz, f. *jrud- *fraud- *friid-, 
whence also ME. friide, froude (xn-xv) frog 
or toad- ON.fraulir, OSw. pl.frodhir (Da. 
fro), 0~. fmuki (:- *jrauliki); OF. frois is 
from Germ. Hence froggy fra·gi playful 
designation of a frog; (sl.; F-) contemptuous 
nickname for a Frenchman, from his eating 
frogs, XIX; see -Y6

• 

frog• frag pyramidal V -shaped substance 
in the sole of a horse's hoof. XVII. prob. a 
transf. use of FROG1 partly induced by the 
formal similarity of synon. It. forchetta and 
F. fourchette, dim. of forca, fourche FORK, 
whence perh. (dial.) ]rush (cf. 'The French 
men call it furchette which word our farriers 
. . do make it a monosyllable, and pronounce 
it the frush', Topsell, I 607). t1I Cf. similar 
uses of words for 'frog', e.g. Gr. bdtrakhos, 
Pg. ranilha, WFris. frosk. 

frog 3 frog attachment to the waist-belt to 
carry a sword, etc. ; ornamental fastening 
for a military coat. XVIII (Defoe). Of unkn. 
origin. 

frolic fra·lik tjoyous; sportive. xvr (Jrow
lyke, Bale, I538). - Du. vrolijk, f. (M)Du. 
vro glad, joyous ( = OS., OHG. frao, fro, 
G.froh, ON.frdr swift; wanting in Eng.)-i
-lijk -LY1 • Hence as vb. XVI, whence as sb. 
XVII; assoc. with -rc. 

from from, fr;,m prep. denoting departure, 
separation, derivation. OE. fram, from = 

OS., OI-IG., Goth. ]ram, ON. jrd FRO; f. 
jra- = PRO-+ -m suffix ( cf. Gr. promos 
foremost, Umbrian promom at first). The 
primary sense was 'forward'; cf. ON. 
fram(m) = Goth. jramis (compar.) forward 
(adv.), OE. ]ram, from, ON. fmmr forward, 
valiant, OFris.from useful (fromia make use 
of) ; see also FRAME. The sense-development 
was 'onward', 'on the way', 'away' (from). 

frond frond (bot.) leaf-like organ formed 
by the union of stem and foliage. XVIII. 
- L.frond-,/rons leaf, which was applied by 
Linnreus in a specific sense )(folium (FOIL 2), 

front frAnt (arch.) forehead, face XIII; fore
most part XIV. - (O)F. front = Pr. front, 
Sp. ]rente, Pg. fronte, Rum. frunte :- L. 
frontem, nom. frrJns. fro·ntAGE. XVII (rare 
before xrx). frontAL frA·ntl tornament for 
the forehead; movable covering for the front 
of an altar. XIV. -OF. frontel- L. frontdle 
(in pl. -alia), f. front-. frontAr} adj. (xvu). 
frontier fra·nti;u tfront part xrv; boundary 
of a country xv. Late ME. frounter(e)
(O)F.jrontiere = Pr. fronteira forehead, Sp. 
frontera, Pg. fronteira, It. frontiera frontier, 
AN.jrounter; Rom. deriv. of L.jrons. 

Frontignac franti·njrek muscat wine of 
Frontignan, France. xvu. 



FRONTISPIECE 

frontispiece frA·ntispis principal face of a 
building XVI; pediment; tfront page of 
a book; illustration facing the title-page 
XVII. - F. frontispice or late L. frontispicium 
examination of the forehead, physiognomy, 
countenance, fa~ade, f. L. front-, frons 
FRONT+-spicium, as in auspicium AUSPICE; 
very early assim. in sp. to piece. 

frore fr5;}.l (dial.) frozen xm; (arch.) very 
cold, frosty XV (Caxton). pp. of FREEZE. 

frost frost state of freezing, frozen dew or 
vapour. OE.frost, usu.forst = OFris.frost, 
forst, OS., (O)HG. frost (Du. vorst), ON. 
frost:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *frustaz, -am, f. 
wk. grade of *freusan FREEzE+abstr. suffix 
-t-. The form frost was doubtless established 
by ON. influence. Hence fro·stY1• XIV 
(Ch.); cf. Du. vorstig, OHG.jorstag (G. -ig); 
OE. had a mutated form fyrstig. 

froth frop aggregation of small bubbles on 
liquid. XIV (Sir Gawain, Wycl. Bible). 
-ON. fro/Ja or frau/J, f. Germ. *freujJ
*fraujJ- *fru]J-, repr. also by the OE. vb. 
tifreo]Jan froth. Hence froth vb. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.); ON. had a mutated 
formfreyoa. 

frou-frou frii·frii rustling, as of silk. XIX. 
F., of imit. origin. 

frow frau tDutchwoman XIV; (Dutch or 
German) wife XVI (superseded by vRouw) ; 
cf. FRAU. 

froward frou";}.Id perverse, refractory 
)(toward. xm(CursorM.). f.FRo+-wARD; 
superseding the native tfromward, OE. 
framweard. g Also as adv. and prep. 'away', 
'away from' XII-XVI. 

frown fraun knit the brows in displeasure 
or puzzlement. XIV (Ch.). -OF. frongnier, 
froignier (surviving in re(n)frogner; corr. to 
Sp. enfurruiiarse be surly), f. jroigne surly 
look, of Celtic origin (cf. W.ffroen nose). 

frowzy frau·zi fusty, musty XVII (Otway); 
dirty and unkempt XVIII. pro b. rei. to earlier 
synon. (dial.) frowy XVI (Spenser), tfrowish, 
and later frowsty (XIX); ult. origin unkn. 

fructify frA·ktifai bear fruit XIV; make fruit
ful XVI. - (O)F. jructijier- L. frzictifictire, f. 
frzictus FRUIT; see -FY. So fru·ctuous 
abounding with fruit. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
-OF. fructuous or L. frzictuosus, f. frzictus. 

frugal frii·g;}l sparing in the use of things 
XVI ; sparingly supplied XVII. - L. fnigtilis, 
back-formation from frzigtilior, -issimus, 
compar. and super!. of frligi indecl. adj. 
(evolved from phr. frzigi bome 'to good 
advantage', serviceable, useful), d. of frux, 
chiefly pl. frziges produce of the soil (cf. 
FRUIT); see -AL1• So fruga·liTY. XVI. 
-(O)F. or L. 

fruit friit (esp. pl.) vegetable products gen. 
XII; edible product of a tree; (arch.) off
spring; produce, product XIII. - (O)F.fruit 
= Pr. fruch, OSp. frucho,_ It. frutto :- L. 

FUDDLE 

of frui enjoy, perh. orig. feed on, friiges 
'fruits' of the earth; the IE. base *bhrlig- is 
repr. also by OE. brlican use, enjoy, endure, 
BROOK 2• So fruit vb. bear fruit. XIV (PPl.). 
frui ·terer dealer in fruit xv; extension with 
-ER1 of fruiter (xv; now chiefly U.S.). 
- (O)F. fruitier (see -ER2

); later pro b. f. fruit 
sb. + -ER1• Hence frui·terEss1• XVIII. frui·t
ful, productive of fruit (etc.)xiii. frui•tless 
ineffectual XIV; unproductive xv; unavailing 
XIX. 

fruition frui·Jdn enjoyment, peaceable 
possession. (xv). - (O)F. fruition- late L. 
fruitio(n- ), f. frui enjoy; see FRUIT, -TION. 

frumenty frii·m;}nti, furmety fa·.1mlti 
dish made of hulled wheat boiled in milk. 
XIV (jrume11tee, jurmente). -OF. frurnmtee, 
fourmmtee, f. frument, fourment (mod. fro
ment wheat) = Pr. frome1l, OSp. hormiento, 
It. frumento :- L. friimentum, perh. f. frui; 
see FRUIT and -y 5 • 

frump frAmp tsneer, jeer, hoax XVI; (pl., 
dial.) ill humour, sulks XVII (Dryden); 
dowdy woman XIX. prob. shortening of 
(dial.)frumple wrinkle (XIV), as vb. - MDu. 
verrompelen, f. ver- FOR-+ rompelen RUMPLE. 

frush frAf see FROG 2
• XVII. 

frustrate frA·streit balk, disappoint. xv. 
f. frustrate, pp. (xv) - L. frustrtitus, pp. of 
frustrtire, f. frustrti in vain, rei. to fraus 
FRAUD; see -ATE 3• So frustrA•TJON. XVI. 
-L. 

frustum frA·stam portion of a solid left 
after the upper part has been cut off by a 
plane. XVII (Sir T. Browne). L., 'piece cut 
off', perh. rei. to Gr. thraust6s breakable. 

frutescent friite·s;}nt (bot.) becoming 
shrubby. XVIII. irreg. f. L. frzttex bush+ 
-ESCE:--!T (for *jruticescent, L. fruticescere). 
So fru·ticosE shrub-like. xvn. - L. fruti
cosus, f. frutic-, fru·tex (bot.) shrub (xvu). 

fry1 frai toffspring ; young of fish XIV ; 
young or insignificant creatures xv. Implied 
in AL. frium XIII-XIV. -ON. *frio, frj6 
seed = Goth. fraiw (cf. ON. frj6r fertile:
*fraiwjaz), of unkn. origin. 

fry 2 frai cook in boiling fat. XIII. - (O)F. 
frire = Pr. frir, fregir, Sp. freir, Pg. frigir, 
It. friggere, Rum. frige :- L. frigere (cf. Gr. 
phrdgein, Skr. bhrjydti grill). 

fubsy fA·bzi fat and squat. XVIII. f. tfubs 
small chubby person (xvu), perh. blending 
of fat and chub; see -Y\ -sY. 

fuchsia fjt!"f;} genus of drooping-flowered 
shrubs. XVIII. modL., named by Charles 
Plumier (d. 1706), F. botanist, after Leon
hard Fuchs, G. botanist (XVI); see -IA1 • 

fucus fjii·bs tcosmetic XVI; genus of sea
weeds XVIII. - L.flicus rock-lichen, red dye 
or cosmetic- Gr. phukos, of Semitic origin 
(cf. Heb. plik). So fucA·cEous. XIX. 

friictu-s (enjoyment of) the produce of the fuddle fA·dl tipple; intoxicate. XVI. Of 
soil, harvest, fruit, revenue, f. *frlig-, base unkn. origin; rare syns. were tfuzz, tfuzzte. 
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FUDGE 

fudge1 fAd3 patch up, 'fake', 'cook'. XVII. 
perh. alteration of earlier fadge, occas.fodge 
fit, adjust, and ult. identical with ME. fage, 
dial. fadge deceive, beguile, of unkn. orig~n. 
Hence fudge sb. made-up story, deceit; 
int. stuff and nonsense! XVIII. ~ There is 
no proof of connexion with a certain Captain 
Fudge, nicknamed Lying Fudge (xvn). 

fudge 2 hd3 soft sweetmeat made with 
sugar, milk, chocolate, etc. late XIX (choco
late fudge). perh. f. prec. 

fuel fju·il material for burning. XIV (Tre
visa). - A~. fuaille, fezuaile, 0 F. fouaille :
Rom. *foctilia (in medL., obligation to 
furnish or right to demand fuel), f. focus fire 
(see FOCUS). 

fug fAg (sl.) stuffy atmosphere. XIX. perh. 
a blending of elements of two or more 
synons., e.g. tfunk (xvn-xvm) and tfogo 
offensive smell (early XIX); cf. fogus tobacco 
(XVII), which is perh. a joe. latinization of 
fog, of which, however, jug is a Sc. var. 

fugacious fjugei· J;,s fleeting XVII; failing or 
fading early xvm. f. L. fugtici-, fugtix, f. 
jugere flee; see FUGITIVE, .. ACIOUS. 

-fuge fjiid3 terminal el. repr. L. -fugus, in 
the classical period connected directly with 
fugere flee (as in profugus fugitive, refugus 
receding), but in later formations (as febri
fugus FEBRIFUGE, vermifugus VERMIFUGE), 
assoc. with fugtire put to flight. 

fugitive fju·d3itiv (one) who takes to flight, 
tbanished XIV (Ch.); sb. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- (O)F. fugitij, -it>e- L. fugitivus, -iva, f. 
fugit-, pp. stem offugere flee; see BOW2, -IVE. 

fugleman fju·glmren model soldier. xrx. 
-(with simplification of l •• l) G.jlugelmmm 
flank-man, f. fiugel wing (f. Germ. *fiug
FLY2) + mann MAN. Hence (by back
formation) fugle vb. act as a fugleman or 
director. XIX (Carlyle). 

fugue fjiig (mus.) contrapuntal polyphonic 
composition. XVI (fuge). -F. fugue or its 
source It. fuga-L. fuga flight, rei. to Jug ere 
flee (cf. ~·umnvE). Hence fu·gAL1 • XIX. 

-ful' fa!, fl suffix appended to sbs., fanning 
adjs. like corr. forms in other Germ. langs., 
orig. with the meaning 'full of', which still 
survives but has in many instances weakened 
to 'characterized by', 'fraught with', 'having', 
'possessing the qualities or attributes of' 
what is denoted by the sb. OE. formations 
are repr. by careful, harmful, lustful, mindful, 
rightful, shameful, sinful, sorrowful, wilful, 
wonderful; many comps. of OE. origin did 
not survive, but new ones arose in abundance 
in ME. and later, as azvful, beautiful, blissful, 
delightful, dreadful, eventful, fearful, fruitful, 
gainful, hateful, lawful, manful, masterful, 
soulful, tearful, thoughtful, zuoeful, 7Vorshij>
ful; many have both subjective and objective 
meanings. There are a few OE. fonnations 
on adjs.: deorcful 'darkful', slacful lazy; 
similar ones oflater date are direful, fierceful. 
Based on vb.-stems are dareful (Sh.), mourn-

FULLER 

ful, resentful, the implication being 'apt or 
inclined to . .'. Special cases are bashful, 
forgetful, grateful, thankful, qq.v. 

-fuP ful suffix repr. the adj. FULL and form
ing sbs. denoting a receptacle filled with a 
substance, and hence the quantity that fills 
or would fill it. There are a few exx. in OE., 
the chief of which is HANDFUL ( cf. Du. hond
vol, G. handvoll). The suffix soon became 
of universal application and the number of 
its comps., permanent or temporary, is lim
ited only by the number of appropriate sbs. 
OE. handful! was treated as a word, not 
as a svntactical combination, e.g. its d. pl. 
is handfullum. The present pl. is therefore 
properly handfuls, not handsful (as some 
have illogically supposed). Note the un
obscured u of this suffix as dist. from -FUL1 • 

t;!l The following are of different origin, 
being direct comps. of the adj. full: bank
ful(l) full to the top of the bank, brimful full 
to the brim (which was preceded by synon. 
OE. brerdful), ttopful. 

fulcrum fA·lkr~nn prop, support, spec. in 
mech. xvn. - L. fulcrum post or foot of a 
couch, f. base *fulc- of fulcire support. 

fulfil fulfi·l i'fill up OE.; tfurnish fully; 
satisfy, carry out XIII. Late OE. fullfyllan 
(once), f.jull FT:LL+fyllan FILL; a formation 
peculiar to Eng. ~ The sense 'carry out, 
consummate' (a prophecy, promise), 'satisfy' 
(a desire, prayer) is in origin a Hebraism, 
lit. tr. Vulgate L. adimplere, implere, Hellen
istic Gr. pleroiln fill, used after Heb. male 
fill. 

fulgent f.dd3.:lnt (arch.) glittering. XV. 
- L. fulgent-, -ens, prp. of fulgere shine; see 
FLAME and -ENT. Cf. refulgent. 

fuliginous fjuli·d3in.:ls sooty. XVI (applied 
in old physiol. to certain thick exhalations). 
- late L. fiiliginosus, f. fzlligin-, nom. fiiligo 
soot, pro b. rei. to fiimus smoke, FL'ME; see 
-ous and cf. F. fuligineux (humeur fuligi
neuse, Pare), perh. the immed. source. 

full ful holding all one or it can; abundant, 
complete. OE. full = OFris. foll, full, OS. 
ful (Du. vol), OHG.foll (G. volt), ON.fullr, 
Goth. fulls :- CGerm. "'fullaz :- *fulnaz :
IE. *p/n6s, whence also Oir. ltin, Lith. 
pllnas, OS!. plunu, Skr. piin;zds- IE. *pol
*pel- *pl- with the vars. *ple-, *plo-, are 
repr. by an extensive series of words ex
pressing fullness or abundance, as OE. fela, 
OHG. filu (G. viel), Gr. polus, Skr. purus 
many, abundant, L. plenus (cf. PLENARY), 
-plere fill, Arm. li full, Gr. pUres full, plethos 
multitude, epleto, Skr. dprtit, P.aP.rti he filled. 

fuller fu·hu one who cleanses and thickens 
cloth by treading or beating. OE. fullere 
- L. fullo, with native suffix -ER1

• The L. 
word (whence also F. foulon, It. follone) has 
been connected with a series of words 
meaning 'white, shining' (Gr. phdlios, 
phaler6s, Lith. baltas, OE. bii!l BALEFIRE). 
Fuller's earth (xvr); pro b. after Du. vollers-
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FULMAR 

aarde; cf. G. walkererde (see WALKER2), F. 
terre a fou[on. So full fu] vb. XIV. pro b. 
back-formation infl. by (O)F. fouler or 
medL. fulltire. 

fulmar fu·lma.t sea-bird Fulmarus glacialis. 
XVII. orig. a word of the Hebrides dial.; 
perh. f. ON.full FOUL (with ref. to the bird's 
offensive smell)+mdr gull, MEwl. 

fulminate fA·!mineit thunder forth; orig. 
a rendering of medL. fulmintire, used spec. 
of forn:al censure by eccl. authority. xv; 
also XV m pt. and pp. fulminat(e); see -ATE 3• 

f: pp. _stem of L. fulmintire, f. fulmin-, -men 
hghtmng, cf. base of fulgere (see FULGENT). 
So fulminA·TroN. XVI. - L. 

fulsome fu·lsam tabundant, plentiful XIII; 
twell-grown; tsatiating, cloying; offensive 
XIV. f. FULL+ -SOME1; perh., but not neces
sarily, infl. by ME. fzil FOUL. 

fulvous fA·lv<Js reddish-yellow. XVII. f. L. 
fulvus + -ous ; the L. word contains the 
w-suffix characteristic of colour-names. 

fumade fjiimei·d smoked pilchard. XVI. 
- Sp.fumado, pp. offumar smoke; see FUME, 
-ADE. q Corrupted in Cornwall to fair 
maid. 

fumble fA·mbl speak haltingly; use the 
hands clumsily. XVI. - LG. fummeln, (also 
Du.) fommelen, whence Sw. fum/a. Cf. 
famble (xv) of faltering utterance (so Sw., 
famla, Da. famle). 

fume fjiim smoke, vapour (now restricted) 
XIV; fig., spec. of a fit of petulance xv 
(Lydg.). - (i) OF. fum = Pr., Rum. fum, 
Sp. humo, Pg., It.fumo :- L.fiimu-s; cf. Skr. 
dhU.mds, OS!. dymi:t.; (ii) OF. fume, f. fumer 
:- L. fiimtire smoke, whence fume vb. XIV 
or directly- L. So fumigate fjii•migeit ap
ply smoke or fumes to. XVI. f. pp. stem of 
L. filmigtire. fumigA·TION. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. or late L. (rep!. late L. fiimigium). 

fumitory fju·mit<Jri plant of the genus 
Fumaria. XIV (fumeterre, Ch.; fumyterry, 
fumitorie, -arie XVI). - (O)F. fumeterre = 
Pr. fumterra- medL. fiimus terr<e 'smoke of 
the earth' (see FUME, TERRA), repr. also by 
Cat. fumileterre, Sp. filomosterra, It. fumo
sterno, and in translated form by G. erd
rauch, Sw. jordrok; so named because its 
growth was supposed to resemble the spread 
of smoke over the ground: assim. to words 
in -ARY, -ORY (cf. PELLITORY). 

fun fAn thoax, practical joke XVII; diver
sion, sport XVIII (Swift). f. tfun vb. hoax 
(XVII), pro b. dial. var. of tfon make a fool of 
(see FOND). Hence fu·nny1 comical XVIII; 
queer, odd XIX. q Giving the definition 
'sport, high merriment' Walker says: with 
great deference to Dr. Johnson, I think Fun 
ought rather to be styled low merriment. 

funambulist fjume·mbjnlist rope-dancer. 
XVIII (Evelyn, 1697, had tfunamble, Bacon, 
r6os, tfunambulo, and Sylvester, r6o6, 
tfunambulant; the L. form was current 

FUNK 

XVII). f. F. funambule, It., Sp. funambulo, 
or their source L.fiinambulus, f.fiinis rope+ 
ambulare walk; see FUNICULAR, AMBLE, -IST. 

function fA·IJkf<Jn action or activity proper 
to anything XVI; religious or other public 
ceremony (after It. funzione, Sp. fundon, 
Pg. funriio) XVII; (math.) variable quantity 
in relation to other variables XVIII (after 
Leibniz's use of L. functio). - (O)F. fonction 
- L. functio(n- ), f. funct-, fungi perform ( cf. 
DEFUNCT, PERFUNCTORY); see -TION. Hence 
fu·nction vb. XIX; after F. fonctionner. 
fu•nctiODAL1. XVII. fu·nctiOnARY1. XVIII 
(Burke); after F. fonctionnaire, a coinage of 
the Revolution period, to replace terms of 
royalist flavour. 

fund fAnd A. tbottom, foundation, basis; 
B. source of supply; stock of money. XVII. 
refash. of fond after L.fundus BOTTOM, piece 
of land, farm, estate, which is the ult. source 
of F. fond bottom, basis, and fonds stock; 
Eng. fond and fund were used XVII indiffer
ently in both these senses. Hence fund vb. 
XVIII. 

fundament fA·nd<Jmant foundation; but
tocks, anus. XIII. ME. funde-, fondement, 
later fund-, fondment- (O)F. fondement :
L. fundtimentum, f. fundtire FOUND1 (see 
-MENT); latinized forms (fonda-), antecedent 
to the present form, appear XIV. So funda
rne·ntAL1. xv. - F. fondamental (xv) or 
late L. fundtimenttilis, whence funda
rne·ntalrsM, -IST c. 1920. 

funebrial fjuni·bri<Jl funereal, gloomy. xvrr. 
f. L.fiinebris, f.fiinus FUNERAL; see -IAL. 

funeral fju·n<Jr<Jl adj. pert. to burial XIV 
(Ch.); sb. burial ceremonies XVI; burial 
procession XVIII. The adj. is -OF. funeral 
- late L. fiineriilis, f. fiiner-, nom. fiinus 
obsequies, death, corpse; the sb., of which, 
after F. use, sg. and pl. were formerly used 
indifferently, is- OF. funeraille(s)- medL. 
fiineralia; see -AL1 • So funerEAL fjunia·ri<JI 
pert. to a funeral, gloomy. XVIII (Pope). f. 
L. fzinereus, f. fiiner-. 

fungible fA"nd3ibl (leg.) that can serve for 
another (thing). XVIII. - medL. fungibilis, 
f. fungi perform, enjoy, with meaning as in 
fungi vice take the place of; see -IBLE. 

fungus fA'I)g<Js mushroom or the like XVI; 
spongy excrescence XVII. - L. fungus, com
monly held to be - Gr. sph6ggos, sp6ggos 
SPONGE. So fu·ngous. xv. - L. fungosus. 
Cf. F. fongus, fongueux (xvi, Pare). 

funicular fjuni·kjUI<J.t pert. to a hypothe
tical filament of rarefied matter assumed 
bv Franciscus Linus (r66r) XVII; depending 
on a rope or its tension XIX. f. L. funiculus, 
dim. of funis rope+-AR. 

funk fAI)k cowering fear, panic. XVIII (first 
recorded by Lye as Oxford Univ. sl.). perh. 
identical with sl.funk tobacco smoke (cf. sl. 
smoke fear). So funk vb. show fear. xvnr 
(Horace Walpole, at Eton). 



FUNNEL 

funnel fA·nl tube for conducting liquid, 
etc., into a small opening xv; ventilating 
shaft XVI. Late ME. fonel (prob. orig. a 
term of the wine trade with the South of 
France)- Pr. fonilh, also enfonilh (whence 
Sp. fonil, Pg. funil, Breton founil, Basque 
unila) :- L. infundibulum, (late) fundibulum, 
f. (in)fundere pour (in); see FOUND 2• 

funny1 fA·ni light boat. XVIII (at Cam
bridge), perh. joe. use of next. 

funny 2 see FU!'I. 

fur f(iJ (trimming of a garment made from) 
the hairy coat of certain animals. XIV (Ch., 
Trevisa). f. fur vb. line or trim with fur. 
XIII; cover, become covered, with a coating 
(whence a new sb. XIX) XVII. -AN. *furrer, 
OF. forrer (mod. fourrer) line, encase, 
sheathe (whence Sp., Pg. farrar), f. OF. 
forre, fuerre- Germ. *f6iJram sheath (OE. 
foddor, OHG. fuotar, G. fzttter, ON. f6or, 
Goth. fodr), f. IE. *po- protect. Hence 
furrY1 f~·ri. XVII (Milton, Dryden). 

furbelow f(i·.Ib;~lou pleated border; pl. 
showy trimming. xvm. Alteration of 
synon. and contemp. falbala- F. jalbala 
(xvrr), of unkn. origin. t]! There are similar 
forms in modPr. and It. dial. 

furbish f~·.IbiJ remove rust from, brighten 
up. XIV (Wyclif). - OF.jorbiss-, lengthened 
stem (see -ISH 2) of forbir (mod. fourbir) = 
Pr. forbir, It. forbire- Germ. *furojan 
(OHG. furben, MHG. vurben). 

furcate f~· .Ike it forked. XIX. - late L. fur
ctitus, f.furca FORK; see -ATE 2• So furcA·
TION. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 

furious see FURY. 

furison fju;~·riz;~n (now her.) steel used for 
striking fire from a flint. XVI (furisine, 
Bellenden). - MDu. vuurijzen, f. vuur FIRE 
+ijzen IRON. In mod. Sc. obscurely altered 
to fiourice, flourish, fieurish, fieerish ; another 
obscure var. is ferris (XVII). 

furl f~.1l roll up (a sail, flag, etc.). xvr. 
- (O)F. ferler, earlier ferlier, fermlier, f. 
.fer(m) FIRM+lier bind (:- L. ligtire; cf. 
LIGAMENT), the change of -lier to -ler follow
ing the general reduction of inf. -ier to -er. 
t]! By contamination with FARDEL bundle, 
altered to fardel, furdle XVI-XVII. 

furlong f~·.IloiJ t mile. OE . .furlang, f.fu1·h 
FURRow+lang LONG1 ; orig. the length of 
the furrow in the common field, which was 
theoretically a ro-acre square. 

furlough f~·.1lou leave of absence from 
duty. XVII (vorloffe, .fore-loo.fe, .furlogh). 
- Du. verloj, modelled on G. verlaub, f. ver
FOR-1+ *lauo- LEAVE1 ; Sw. forlof, Da. forlov 
are also from Du. The stress on the first 
syll. seems to show infl. ofsynon. Du. oorlof 
= G. urlaub, abstr. sb. of erlauben permit. 

furmety see FRUMENTY. 

FURY 

furnace f5·mis chamber for combustibles 
to produce intense heat. XIII. - OF.fornais 
m. ( = Pr. fornatz, Cat. fomas, It. fornace) 
and fornaise fern. (mod. fournaise = Sp. 
hornaza, Pg. fornara) :- L. fornticem, forntix 
and popL. *forntitia, f. L. fornus, furnus 
oven, rei. to formus WARM. 

furnish f<'i·miJ taccomplish; supply, pro
vide xv. - OF.furniss-, lengthened stem(see 
-ISH 2) of furnir (mod. fournir; whence 
Pr., Sp., Pg. fomir, It. fornire) :- CRom. 
*fornire, alteration of *formire, *fromire (cf. 
Pr. fromir, formir, It. tfrommiare)- Germ. 
*frumjan (OS. frummian, OHG. frummen) 
promote, accomplish, supply, f. *.frum-, for 
the connexions of which see FRAME, FROM, 
FORMER. So furniTURE f<'i•Jnitf;~.I taction 
of furnishing; provision, equipment (with 
various applications, some obs.); the sense 
'movable articles in a room, etc.' is pecu
liarly Eng. XVI. - F.fourniture (OF.forne
ture, AL. furnitiira), f. fournir. 

furore fjur5·ri enthusiastic admiration. XIX 
(Carlyle). - It. :- L. furorem, nom. furor, f. 
furere rage. t]! L. furor was formerly com
mon in Eng. use in this sense (xvm, Swift) 
as well as in those of 'fury, mania' (xv, 
furour, Caxton,- F. fureur), and 'inspired 
frenzy' ( xvr). 

furrier fA ·ri;~.I dresser of or dealer in furs. 
xvr. Alteration, after clothier, etc., of ME. 
fur our- 0 F. jorreo1· (mod.fourreur ), f. forrer 
trim with FL'R. Hence fu·rrierY 3 • XVIII. 

furrow fA·rou narrow trench made in the 
earth. OE. furh = OFris. furch, MLG., 
MDu. vore (Du. voor), OHG. juruh (G. 
furche), ON. for trench, drain; techn. term 
of agric. of IE. extent ; Germ. base *furx
:- IE. *prk- (L. porca ridge between furrows, 
Mlr. rech, W.rhychfurrow, Lith.praipar!as 
trench, Arm. herk fallowland, Skr. pdrt:tinas 
cleft). Cf. FURLONG. 

further f<'i·.:~i'la.I to or at a more advanced 
point OE. ; in addition XII (amplified to 
furthermore XIII); at a greater distance XIV. 
OE. fur]Jor, -ur, corr. to OFris. further, OS. 
furoor (early modDu. voorder), OHG . 
furdar, -ir, f. Germ. *furjJ- FORTH+compar. 
suffix (see -ER 3). 

furtive f<'i·.1tiv stealthy. xv (Caxton; rare 
before xvrr). - (O)F. furtif, -ive or L. 
furtivus, -iva, f. furt- in furtum theft, furtim 
by stealth, rel. to fiir thief= Gr. phOr, f. 
IE. *bh6r- *bher- BEAR 2 ; see -IVE. 

furuncle fju;~·rAI)kl boil, inflamed tumour. 
XVII (froncle- OF. froncle occurs XVI). - L. 
furunculus petty thief, knob on a vine ('steal
ing' the sap), boil, dim. offiir (see prec.). 

fury fju;~·ri fierce passion or violence; (F-) 
avenging deity. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. furie = 
Sp., It. furia- L. furia, f. furiosus, f. jurere 
rage. So fu·rrous. XIV (Ch.). - OF.jurieus 
(mod. -eux)- L. furiosus. furio·srTY. xv 
(spec. madness, in Sc. law). -OF. or medL. 
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FURZE 

furze faJz the shrub Ulex europreus. OE. 
fyrs, of uncertain origin (Gr. prdson, L. 
porrum leek, corr. formally, but have no 
connexion of meaning). A pl. form in -en 
which appears XIII survived in S.W. and 
W. midi. dial.; from the formfurres taken as 
pl. a new sg. fur was formed xv (Norfolk) 
and survived in the east midlands. The 
pronunc. with final z arises from obi. forms, 
e.g. OE. fyrsas, ME. firses. 

fuscous fA·skas dusky. XVII. f. L. juscus 
(see DUSK)+-ous. Cf. SUBFUSC. 

fuset, fuze fjiiz cord, casing, etc., fitted 
with combustible material for igniting ex
plosive. XVII. - It.fuso :- L.fiisu-s spindle, 
(hence) spindle-shaped tube orig. used for 
a bomb, etc. 

fuse• fjiiz melt with intense heat. XVII. f. 
fils-, pp. stem of L. fundere pour, melt, 
FOUND 2• So fu·siBLE capable of fusion. XIV 
(Ch.; readopted XVII). - medL. fiisibilis. 
fu·siLE. XIV (Trevisa). - L. fiisilis. 

fusee fjiizi· tspindle-shaped figure XVI 
(once) ; conical pulley XVII ; fuse XVIII ; 
match with a large head XIX. -F. fusee 
- popL. *fiisii.ta 'spindle-ful', f. L. jiisztS 
spindle, FUSE1• 

fuse! fju ·zal f. oil, mh:ture of certain alco
hols. XIX. -G. fuse! bad brandy or other 
spirits, a LG. word applied also to bad 
coffee and tobacco; cf. FOOZLE. 

fuselage fju·zilii3, -id3 body of an aero
plane. XX.- F., f.juseler shape like a spindle, 
f. fuseau spindle ; see FUSIL ', -AGE. 

fusil1 fju·zil (her.) elongated lozenge (orig. 
representing a spindle covered with tow). 
XV. -OF. fusel (mod. fuseau) :-Rom. 
*fiisellu-s, dim. of L.jfisus spindle; see FUSE1• 

So fu·silly. xv (fesele). -OF. jusele; see 
-Y5 b. fu·siFORM. XVIII. -F. 

fusil" fjuzil tsteel for a tinder-box XVI ; light 
musket XVII. - (O)F. fusil = It. jucile, 
facile, Pr. jozil :- popL. *facile, f. focus (in 
popL.) fire; see Focus. So fusilm·R 2 orig. 
soldier armed with a fusil. XVII. -F. jusi
lier. fusillA·DE discharge of fire-arms. XIX. 
-F. fusillade (1796), f. fusiller shoot. 

fusion fju·3an melting XVI; union as if by 
melting. XVIII. - F. fusion or L. fz1sio(n-), 
f.fiis-, pp. stem ofjundere pour; see FOUND 2, 

-SION. Cf. FOlSON. 

fuss fAs excessive commotion, officious 
activity, needless concern. XVIII (Farquhar, 
Vanbrugh, Swift). perh. Anglo-Ir., but of 
unkn. origin. (jJ An attempt to derive it 
from FORCE (through an assumed local 
pronunc. furs) in the idiomatic phr. make 
no force (XIV-XVI) 'take no account (of)', 
'attach no importance (to)', leaves out of 
account the discrepancy of the date of the 
currency of this phr. and of the first evidence 
(1701) for {ztSs, as well as the difference of 

FUZZY-WUZZY 

sense, and the form of the early phr. keep a 
fuss (Swift, 1726). 

fustanella fAstane-la white petticoat worn 
by men as part of the native dress in Greece. 
XIX, It., f. modGr. pho11stani, Alb. fustan, 
pro b. - It. fustagno FUSTIAN. 

fustian fA·stian tcoarse cloth; thick twilled 
cotton cloth. XII (fustane or -i) as adj. fig. 
bombastic, pretentious XVI. -OF. fus
taigne (mod. futaine), corr. to Pr. fustani, 
Sp. fustan, Pg. fustiio, It. f(r)ustagno, repr. 
medL. (tela) fustii.nea, (pannus) fustii.neus, 
i.e. cloth of Fostat, suburb of Cairo, from 
which such cloth was exported. 

fustic fA·stik wood of the sumach, Rhus 
Cotinus. xv. -F. Justoc- Sp. fustoc- Arab. 
justuq- Gr. pistdki! PISTACHIO. The ending 
has been assim. to -IC. 

fustigate fA·stigeit (joe.) cudgel. XVII. f. 
pp. stem of late L. fiistigii.re, f. fils tis cudgel; 
see -ATE 3

• So fustigA·TION. xvr. - L. 
fusty fA·sti stale-smelling (of a vessel) XIV 

(Trevisa), (of bread, etc.) xv (Caxton); also 
gen. and fig. XVI. -OF. fuste, f. just trunk 
of a tree, barrel = Pr.just stick, barrel, boat, 
It. Justo trunk :- L. Justi-s club, stake. 

futhork, -ark, fu·p5.xk, -ii- Runic alphabet. 
XIX. N arne made up of its first six letters j, 
u, p, (l or a, r, k. 

fut fAt var. of PHUT. 
futile fjii·tail ineffectual, useless. XVI. - L. 
fiitilis, better futtilis, of which the etymol. 
meaning is 'that pours out' (hence futtile, 
n. used sb. kind of pitcher ; cf. synon. fiitis ), 
f. *fud-, base ofjundere pour (see FOUND 2); 

see -ILE and cf. F. futile. So futiliTY 
fjuti·liti. XVII. -F. or L. 

futtock fA·tak (naut.) one of the middle 
timbers of the frame of a ship. XIII. ME. 
(pl.) votekes, futtokes, foteken; of unkn. 
origin, no evidence is available for deriv. 
from -OCK. 

future fjii·tJ<Jl that is or was to be. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. futur-e- L. futiiru-s, -a, fut. 
pple. of esse, f. *fu- ; see BE. Hence 
fu ·turrsM belief that biblical prophecies are 
still to be fulfilled XIX; in art use (xx)- F. 
-It. So futuri·TION future occurrence or 
existence. XVII. - medL.futfiritio(n-), used 
by St. Bonaventura in discussions of God's 
foreknowledge; an irreg. formation; cf. F. 
futurition (Fenelon). futuriTY fjutJua·riti. 
XVII (Sh.). 

fuze see FUSE1• 

fuzzy fA·zi spongy XVII; fluffy xvm. pro b. 
of Low Du. origin; cf. Du. voos spongy, 
'rarus & leuis instar fungi' (Kilian), LG. 
jztSsig spongy (cf. synon. Sc. fozy XIX); see 
-Y1• So or hence fuzz loose, volatile matter 
XVII, fuzz-ball fungus Lycoperdon Bovista, 
puff-ball XVI (Gerarde). 

Fuzzy-Wuzzy fA·ziwA:zi soldier's name for 
aSudanesewarrior,in allusionto his manner 
of dressing his hair. XIX (Kipling). Jingling 
formation on prec. 



-FY 

-fy fai suffix forming vbs., the oldest of 
which were adoptions of F. vbs. in -fier, 
derived from L. vbs. in -fictire, -dri (orig. 
f. adjs. in -ficus -Frc) or modelled on these. 
The L. vbs. fall into three classes accord
ing to the force of the suffix, viz. (i) 'make', 
'convert into something', as redificare EDIFY, 
deifictire DEIFY, pticificiire PACIFY, testifictire 
TESTIFY, (ii) 'bring into a certain state', as 
certijictire (late) CERTIFY, modijictire MODIFY, 
sanctifictire SANCTIFY (OF. saintefier), (iii) 
with causative sense, as homjicare HORRIFY. 
In medL. -ficiire was substituted for -facere, 
so that F. and Eng. words in -fier, -fy often 
corr. to L. vbs. in -facere, e.g. satisfier 
SATISFY, stupefier STUPEFY (but in pp. stupe
fait, beside stupefie). Except in these vbs. 
and calefy, liquefy, putrefy, rarefy, rubefy, 
the suffix normally takes the form -IFY, 
which has been consequently generalized 
for new formations (e.g. codify c. r8oo, 
indemnify XVII) and has been freely used 

GADZOOKS 

(esp. for trivi~l and joe. coinages), with 
the senses: 'make a specified thing', as 
speechify; 'assimilate to the character of 
something', as countrify, fishify (chiefly 
in pp.); 'invest with certain attributes', as 
Frenchify, happify. An early ex. is beautify, 
but the analogy on which it is formed is 
not clear; crucify is a special case and argufy 
is unique. 
The nouns of action corr. to vbs. in -ify end 

in -ification, exc. petrifaction, where F. has 
regularly petrification; those corr. to vbs. in 
-efy end in -faction, as rarefaction, stupe
faction. 

fylfot fi·!f;:>t antiquary's term for the cross 
cramponnee, swastika, or gammadion, de
rived from a solitary ex. in British Museum 
MS. Lansdowne 874, f. 190, the context of 
which suggests the interpretation 'fill-foot', 
i.e. a device for filling the foot of a painted 
window. 

G 
gab greb (colloq.) talking, talk. XVIII. var. 

of dial. gob (XVII; gift of the gob), pro b. a use 
of north. dial. and sl. gob mouth (XVI), which 
has a var. gab (li."VIII.) poss. -Gael., Ir. gob 
beak, mouth. t1J Historically distinct from 
tgab mockery, deceit, idle vaunt, vb. mock, 
scoff, lie, boast (XII!)- OF. gab, gaber. 

gabble gre·bl talk volubly XVI (Stanyhurst, 
Nashe); (of geese) gaggle XVII (Dryden). 
- MDu. gabbelen, of imit. origin. Cf. prec. 

gabbro gre·brou (min.) rock composed of 
felspar and diallage. XIX. It. (Tuscan):
L. glaber, -brum smooth (see GLAD). 

gabelle gabe·l tax, esp. salt-tax. xv. -F. 
gabelle- It. gabella, corr. to Sp. a/cabala, 
Pg. alcavala- Arab. alqabala, i.e. al AL- 2, 

qabiila tribute. 

gaberdine greba.rdi·n loose upper garment. 
XVI. Earliest form gawbardine- 0 F. gauvar
dine, gallevardine (whence It. gavardina), 
perh. f. MHG. wallevart pilgrimage (cf. 
pelerine for the sense); Sp. gabardina is 
closest to the present form, which is used 
by Sh. t1J In the form gabardine adopted 
as the name of a dress material xx. 

gabion gei·bian (fortif.) wicker basket filled 
with earth. XVI. -F. gabion- It. gabbione, 
augm. of gabbia CAGE. 

gable gei·bl triangular piece of wall at end 
of a ridged roof. XIV (gavel, gable). orig. of 
twofold origin, - (i) ON. gafl and (ii) OF. 
gable, itself pro b. -the ON. word; the corr. 
words in the other Germ. langs. mean 'fork' 
(OE. geafol, OHG. gabala, G. gabel, etc.), 
the words for 'gable' showing another vowel
grade, e.g. MDu. ghevel, OHG. gibil (G. 
giebel), Goth. gibla; perh. to be referred to 
IE. *'ghebhala, whence Gr. kephaU head. 

gaby gei·bi (colloq.) simpleton. XVIII. dial. 
and sl. in origin; a similar syn. is dial. gaups; 
the suffix is -y 6

• 

gad 1 gred tmetal spike or bar; goad XIII; 
rod xv. -ON. gaddr goad, spike, sting= 
OHG. gart, Goth. gazds :-Germ. "'gazdaz 
(cf. YARD 2), rei. to L. hasta spear :- "'ghastti. 
Hence ga·d-FLY fly (genus Tabanus or 
(Estrus) that bites and goads cattle. XVI. 

gad2 gred go idly from place to place. xv. 
prob. back-formation from tgadling com
panion, fellow, low fellow, (later) wanderer, 
vagabond, OE. gredeling (cf. gred fellowship, 
gegada companion, rei. to GATHER). 

gad 3 ga:d minced pronunc. of GoD in oaths 
esp. (by) gad!; cf. BEGAD, EGAD. XVII (had in 
Sir Hugh Evans's speech in Sh. 'Merry 
Wives', 1602; by gads lid, B. Jonson, 1616). 
Also tged (XVII-XVIII). Cf. GADZOOKS. 

gadget gre·d3it (mechanical) contrivance. 
XIX. orig. a seaman's term; source unkn. 
but cf. F. gachette catch of a lock, trigger, 
dim. of giiche staple, hook, and dial. F. gagee 
tool; see -ET. 

Gadhelic g;:>de-lik Gaelic (non-Scottish). 
XVIII (Gaedhlic). f. Ir. Gaedheal, pl. Gaedhil, 
(Olr. Goidel; see GOIDELIC). 

gadoid gei·doid pert. to the Gadidre (cod
fishes). xrx. f. modL. gadus (-Gr. gddos)+ 
-OlD. 

gadroon gadru·n one of a set of curved 
lines used in decoration. xvm. -F. godron, 
prob. rei. to goder pucker, crease; see -ooN. 

gadzooks gredzu·ks (arch.) mild expletive. 
XVII. perh. for God's hooks, i.e. God's nails, 
sci!. of Christ crucified; see GAD". Also 
tgad-, tgodso(o)kers (XVII), tgadszvookers, 
tgods sokinges (xvr). 



GAEKWAR 

gaekwar, also gaikwar, guicower ga·ek
w5.r native ruler of Baroda, India. XIX. 
Marathi gdekwar, lit. cowherd. 

Gael geil Celtic native of the Scottish High
lands. XIX. - Sc. Gaelic Gaidheal gai·al, 
corr. to Ir. Gaoidheal. Hence Gaelic gei-lik, 
gai•;Jlik, ga!'lik. XVIII; in this dictionary ap
plied to the Celtic language of Scotland. 
fjJ Dalrymple in his tr. of J. Leslie's History 
of Scotland, I596, has Gathel, Gathelik. 

gaff> ga:f hook XIII; fishing-spear XVII; steel 
spur XVIII. - Pr. gaj, whence F. gaffe, Sp., 
Pg. gaja. comb. gaff-to·psail; cf. Norw. 
gaff(el)toppseil, Sw. gaffeltoppsegel. 

gaff2 ga:f (sl.) secret, in phr. blow the gaff. 
XIX (Vaux). Of unkn. origin. 

gaffe gref (sl.) indiscreet act, faux pas. XIX. 
- F. gaffe, f. gaffer- Pr. gafar seize, of 
Germ. origin. 

gaffer gre ·fa.r rustic title for an old or elderly 
man, 'governor'. XVI, f. contracted form 
ga·fa(');J (resulting from loss of stress) of 
GODFATHER; cf. GAMMER and synon. F. com
pere, commere, G. gevatter gossip. 

gag1 greg tsuffocate, choke xv (Promp. 
Parv.); stop the mouth of XVI. perh. imit. 
of the sound made by a choking person, 
though a pass. Scand. origin may be seen 
in ON. gaghdls with the neck thrown back. 
Hence gag sb. XVI. 

gag• greg (sl.) impose upon. XVIII (Mme 
D'Arblay). perh. fig. use of prec. with the 
notion of thrusting something 'down the 
throat' of a credulous person. Hence gag 
sb. imposture. XIX. fjJThe connexion of the 
theatrical gag (interpolated expression XIX) 
is doubtful. 

gaga ga:·ga (sl.) daft, half-witted. xx. F., 
imit. of the enfeebled utterance of extreme 
old age. 

gage1 geid3 pledge, security. XIV. - (O)F. 
gage = Pr. gatge :- Rom. *gwadjo - Germ. 
*zvaojam WED. Cf. WAGE. So gage vb. 
tpledge, pawn; tstake, wager. XVI. - (O)F. 
gager or aphetic of ENGAGE. 

gage 2 see GREENGAGE. 
gage• var. of GAUGE. 
gaggle gre·gl (of geese) cackle. XIV. 1m1t.; 

cf. MHG. gdgen, gdgern cry like a goose; 
Du. gaggelen gabble; ON. gag[ gosling; and 
OHG. gackizon, gackazzen (G. gacksen cac
kle). Hence sb. flock (of geese). xv. Cf. -LE3• 

gaiety, gaily see GAY. 
gain gein tbooty; profit, emolument. XIII. 
- (O)F. gain m., gaigne fern. (mod. gagne), 
f. OF. gaigner (mod. gagner), whence gain 
vb. XIII. - OF. gaaignier = Pr. gazanhar, 
Sp. guadaiiar (mow), Pg. ganhar, It. gua
dagnare :- Rom. *gwadanjdre - Germ. 
*waipanjan (OHG. weidenen graze, pasture, 
forage, hunt, fish), f. *waip6 (OHG. weida 
fodder, pasture, hunting, OE. wdp, ON. 
veior hunting); the Rom. words were used 
in a twofold sense, (i) cultivate land, (ii) 
win, earn. Hence gai·nFUL1 . XVI. 

GALEENY 

gainsay geinsei·, pt. gainsaid -seid (slightly 
arch.) deny, contradict. XIII (Cursor M.). 
f. gain-, formerly a common prefix meaning 
'against', 'in opposition' (see AGAIN)+sAY1 ; 

pro b. modelled on 0 N. gagnmreli gainsaying; 
cf. also (O)F. contredire CONTRADICT. 

gait geit manner of walking. xvr. A parti
cular use of GATE 2, which is otherwise obs. 
in gen. use; the sp. was established XVIII. 

gaiter gei·t<JJ outer covering for the ankle 
or lower leg. XVIII. -F. guttre, tguietre, 
tguestre (xv), per h. (in spite of the lateness 
of date) repr. *wistr-, metathetic form of 
Germ. *zvirst- (OHG. *wrist, G. rist ankle) 
WRIST. 

gala gei•l<J festive attire XVII; tfestivity, 
gaiety XVIII ; festive occasion XIX. - F. gala 
or its source It. gala- Sp. gala- Arab. 
khil'a presentation garment. 

galacto- g;Jlre·ktou comb. form of Gr. gdla, 
galakt- milk, rei. obscurely to L. lac (see 
LACT-). XVII. 

galantine gre·l;Jntin tsauce for fish and 
fowl XIV (Ch.); jellied meat XVIII. -F. 
galantine, alteration of galatine - medL. 
gala tina. 

galanty g;:~la:·nti galanty show pantomime of 
shadows thrown on a screen. XIX. perh. 
-It. galanti, pl. of galante GALLANT. 

galatea ga:l;:~ti·a blue-and-white cotton 
material (used for children's sailor suits). 
XIX. f. name of H.M.S. Galatea, com
manded by the Duke of Edinburgh in 1867. 

galaxy gre·l;:~ksi the Milky Way XIV (Ch.); 
brilliant assemblage, esp. of women XVII. 
- (O)F. galaxie - medL. galaxia, late L. 
galaxias -Gr. galaxias (sc. kuklos cycle), 
f. galakt-, gdla MILK; see -Y 3• fjJ The L. 
forms were in Eng. use XIV-XVII. 

galbanum ga:·lb;:~nam gum resin from 
species of Ferula. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - L. 
-Gr. khalbdne, of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. 
f.zelb•nah). Anglicized tgalban(e) OE.-xvr. 

gale1 geil bog myrtle, Myrica Gale. OE. 
gage[, gagelle = MDu. gaghel, Du., G. 
gage!; normally repr. by gaul (xv-xvn), gall 
(xvi-XIx); the present form is unexpl.; the 
modL. specific name is from Eng. 

gale2 geil strong wind. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin; perh. orig. gale wind, in which gale 
is an adj.; perh., in spite of the late date, was 
of Scand. origin, and to be connected with 
MSw., Norw. galen bad (of weather), 0~. 
galenn mad, frantic. «..f It is difficult to con
nect the similar (O)F. galerne westerly wind. 

gale" geil (Anglo-Ir.) periodical payment 
of rent XVII; (in the Forest of Dean) free
miner's royalty XVIII. contr. of GAVEL. 

galea ted ga:·lieitid helmet-shaped; hel
meted. XVII. f. L. galedtus, f. galea helmet 
+-ED1• Also ga·leATE2

• xvm. 
galeeny gali·ni guinea-fowl. xvm (galina). 
- Sp. gallina (morisca) '(Moorish) hen' (so 
in Pg. and It.)- L. gallina (see GALLINA· 
CEous); the ending assim. to •Y. 



GALEN 

Galen gei·lin name of a celebrated physi
cian (II A.D.), of Pergamus in Asia Minor; 
(hence, allusively) physician, doctor. xvr. 
- L. Galenus (in medL. also Galienus, 
whence tGalien Ch., Sh.)- Gr. Galenos. 
Hence galemc(AL) g"le·nik("l) pert. to 
Galen, his followers, and his practice, esp. 
in the use of vegetable medicines XVII ; also, 
pert. to the fourth figure of the syllogism, 
which was added by him XVIII. Ga·lenrsT 
'herb doctor'. XVI (Nashe). 

galena g"li·na lead ore. XVII. - L. galena 
lead at a certain stage of smelting (Pliny). 

galilee gre·lili porch or chapel at the en
trance of a church. xv. - OF. galiltfe 
- medL. galil;ea, the proper name (Gr. 
Galilaiii) of a province of Palestine, perh. 
used in allusion to it as being an outlying 
portion of the Holy Land; first recorded of 
Durham cathedral, and taken up thence by 
antiquarian writers of XIX. 

galimatias grelimre·ti"s, -ei·Ji"s meaning
less language. XVII (Urquhart). -F. gali
matias (Montaigne), of unkn. origin, poss. 
containing Gr. -mathia learning. 

galingale gre·lil)geil E. Indian aromatic root 
XIII; also, kind of sedge xvr. -OF. galingal 
-(pro b. through Arab. khalanjiin, khaulinjiin, 
Pers. khiilanjiin) Chinese ko liang kiang 
'mild ginger of Ko' (a district of Canton). 

CJf Many vars. exist, e.g. medL., medGr., It. 
galanga (F. galangue), Du., G. galgant; 
medL. gallingar, whence in OE. gallengar; 
Pr., Sp. garengal. 

gall1 g5l bile; bitterness. xrr (Orm). -ON. 
gall n., corr., with variety of gender, to OE. 
gealla (surviving in early ME. Jalle), OS. 
galla (Du. gal), OHG. galla (G. galle) :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *gallam, *gallon, -on, 
based on *gholno-, f. *ghol- *ghel-, which is 
repr. by Gr. kholif, kholos (see CHOLERIC), 
L. jel bile; cf. YELLOW, 

gall2 g5l swelling, pustule XIV (Ch., If any 
wight wol clawe vs on the galle); bare spot 
XVI. - MLG., MDu. galle (Du. gal), corr. 
to OE. gealla sore on a horse, (M)HG. galle, 
ON galli (MSw. galle) fault, flaw, perh. 
identical with prec. GALL\ the progress of 
sense being 'bile', 'venom', 'envenomed 
sore', 'blemish'. (In the Rom. langs. the 
forms repr. by GALLa were used for swelling 
on a horse's fetlock. Hence galled g5ld 
sore from chafing XIV (cf. OE. geallede); 
whence gall vb. chafe, fret XIV; cf. OF. 
galler scratch, rub. 

galla g51 excrescence growing on the oak, 
etc. XIV. - (O)F. galle = It. gala, Sp. galla 

L. galla (Pliny) oak-apple, gall-nut. 

gallant in A and sb., ga:·lant; in B, g"lre·nt 
A. tadj. gorgeous, splendid xv (Lydg.); 
tfine, stately XVI ; chivalrously brave XVI 
(Sh.); B. attentive to women; amatory XVII 
(Dryden); sb. (fine) gentleman XIV; lady's 
man xv. - (O)F. galant (whence Sp.galante, 

GALLIMAUFRY 

galan, galano, It. galante), prp. of galer make 
merry, make a show, f. gale merrymaking, 
rejoicing (cf. GALA). Hence ga·llantRY. 
XVII (Sh.). t1[ Has become CEur. 

galleon gre·lian large ship. XVI (gailJeown, 
Lyndesay). - MDu. galjoen- (O)F. galion, 
augm. of galie GALLEY or - Sp. galeon. 

gallery ga:·lari tcovered walk, portico, 
colonnade xv (Lydg.); long balcony; apart
ment for the exhibition of works of art XVI 
(Sh.). - (O)F. galerie- It. galleria gallery, 
tchurch porch - medL. galeria (Ix), perh. 
alteration of galilea GALILEE by dissim. of 
l . . l to l . . r. 

galley gre·li low flat-built sea-going vessel 
XIII; large open rowing-boat XVI; ship's 
kitchen XVIII. -OF. galie (mod. galee), corr. 
to Pr. gale(y)a, Sp. tgalea, Pg. galt!, It. 
galea, tgalia- medL. galea (IX), medGr. 
galafa, of unkn. origin, but rel. to F. galere, 
Pr., Sp. galera, It. galera, and medL. ga
leida, MDu., MHG. galeide, ON. galeio. 

galliambic ga:lia:·mbik kind of lyric metre, 
exemplified by Catullus 63. XIX. - L. gal
liambus song of the Galli or priests of 
Cybele, + -IC; see IAMBIC. 

galliard gre·li:lJd tvaliant; (arch.) lively, 
gay. XIV. - (O)F. gaillard = Pr. galhart 
(whence Sp. gallardo, It. gagliardo), perh. 
f. Rom. *gallia strength, power, of Celtic 
origin (cf. Ir. gal, W. gallu be able, valour, 
prowess); see -ARD. As the name of a lively 
dance (XVI)- F. gaillarde, sb. use of fern. 
adj. 

galliass, galleass gre·lires (hist.) heavy 
vessel larger than a galley. XVI. -OF. 
gal(l)easse (mod. galeace)- It. galeaza, 
augm. of galea GALLEY. 

gallic gre·lik (chem.) name of a crystalline 
acid occurring in gall-nuts and the tannins. 
XVIII. -F. gallique, f. galle GALLa; see -IC. 

Gallic gre·lik Gaulish, French. XVII. - L. 
Gallicus, f. Gallus, Gallia GAUL. So Ga·lli
can. XVI. -F. gallican, t(I) French, (2) 
pert. to the Church of France, or L. Galli
ciinus, f. Gallicus. Ga·lliciSM. XVII. -F. 
gallicisme (H. Estienne). See -Ic, -AN. 

galligaskins greligre·skinz (arch.) wide hose 
or breeches XVI; (dial.) leggings XIX. Early 
forms gallogascaine, galeygascoyne, galigascon 
(Holinshed, Harrison); preceded by or con
temp. with gally slopes (Harman), breeches, 
hose, and gaskin (gai gallant gaskins, G. Har
vey), gascoigne hose; a var. garragascoyne, 
unless a perversion of one of these forms, 
may point to ult. deriv. from F. tgarguesque, 
var. of tgreguesque- It. grechesca, sb. use of 
fern. of grechesco, f. greco GREEK (cf. Sp. 
greguescos wide breeches, and F. gr~gue- Pr. 
grega); there has been blending with GAS
CON, but the origin of galli- remains unkn. 

gallimaufry grelim5·fri hodge-podge, 
jumble. XVI. -F. galimajree (OF. calima
free), of unkn. origin. 
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GALUNACEOUS 

gallinaceous grelinei·J<ls pert. to the Galli
me (domestic poultry, etc.). XVIII. f. L. 
gallinticeus, f. gallina hen, f. gallus cock; see 
-ACEOUS. 

gallinazo grelinii·zou American vulture. 
XVIII. - Sp. gallinazo, augm. of gallina hen 
(see prec.). 

gal(l)iot gre·li<lt small galley. XIV. - (O)F. 
galiote - It. galeotta, dim. of medL. galea 
GALLEY. 

gallipot gre·lip<Jt small earthen pot. xv 
(gal(e}y pott). prob. f. GALLEY+PoT, as orig. 
denoting pottery brought in galleys, i.e. 
from the Mediterranean; cf. Du. gleipot (for 
•galeipot), kraakgoed, kraakporselein (orig.) 
porcelain imported in carracks; also tgalley
halfpenny (xv) silver coin said to have been 
introduced in Genoese and other galleys 
trading to London. 

gallium gre·li<lm (chem.) metallic element. 
XIX. modL. gallium, said to be f. L. gallus 
cock, tr. the name of its discoverer, Lecoq 
de Boisbaudran; see -IUM. 

gallivant grelivre·nt, gre·livrent (colloq.) gad 
about. XIX. per h. fantastic alteration of gal
lant vb. as used locally; the form suggests 
blending with LEVANT. 

galliwasp gre·liwosp small West Indian 
lizard. XVIII (Sloane). Of unkn. origin. 

ga·llo-, used as comb. form (see -o-) of 
GALLIC, as in galloNITRATE, galloTANNIC. 

Gallo- gre·lou used as comb. form (see -o-) 
of L. Gallus GAUL. 

galloglass gre·louglas (hist.) retainer of an 
Irish chief. XVI. - Ir., Gael. gall6glach, f. 
gall foreigner+6glach youth, servant, war
rior, f. 6g YOUNG+-lach, abstr. suffix. The 
current form is prob. deduced from pl. 
gallogla(gh)s. 

gallon gre·l<ln measure of capacity (4 quarts). 
XIII. - ONF. galon, var. of jalon :- Rom. 
•gallone, f. base of medL. galleta (whence 
OF.jaloie liquid measure), galletum (whence 
OE. gellet dish, basin, OHG. gellita, G. gelte 
pail, bucket), perh. of Celtic origin. 

galloon galu·n ribbon or braid for trim
ming. XVII. -F. galon, f. galonner trim with 
braid, of unkn. origin; see -ooN. 

gallop gre·lap sb. the most rapid movement 
of a horse; vb. to perform this. xv. -(O}F. 
galop, galoper, for which see WALLOP. 

Galloway gre·l<lwei name of a district in 
S.W. Scotland, epithet of a breed of horses. 
XVI (Galloway Nagges, Sh.). So Gallo
vidiAN grelovi·di<ln. XVII (Gallowedian 
Nagges, Lithgow). f. medL. Gallovidia
W. Gallwyddel = Ir. Gallgaedheal 'foreign 
Gaels'. GalwegiAN grelwi·d3;m. XVIII. f. 
Gal(lo)way, after Nor(ro)way, Norwegian. 

gallows gre·louz apparatus for hanging a 
person XIII (galu treo, galwe tree, galwes); 
trans£. of objects consisting of supports and 
a cross-piece XVI; 'suspenders' for trousers, 
braces xvm (so Du., G. dial. galgen). -ON. 

GAMBIER 

gdlgi, also gdlgatre gallows-tree (whence late 
Nhb. OE. galga tre) = OE. g(e)alga (galg
treow), OFris. galga, OS., OHG. galgo (Du. 
galg, G. galgen), Goth. galga :- CGerm. 
•galgon (cf. Lith. zalga, Arm. dza>.k pole, 
rod); used in all Germ. langs. for the cross 
of Christ. Used attrib. or as adj. 'fit to be 
hanged', villainous, (dial.) mischievous xv; 
hence (dial.) as adv. (gallus) very XIX. 

gaily gre·li frighten. XVII. In Sh. 'Lear' III 
ii 44 in the form gallow (still dial.), repr. 
OE. tigadwan terrify, of unkn. origin. 

galoot galii•t (sl.} raw soldier or marine; 
U.S. (uncouth) fellow. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

galop gre·l<lp lively dance in 2/4 time. XIX. 
-F. (see GALLOP), also galope. 

galore g<ll5<l·~ in abundance. xvu. - Ir. go 
le6r or lor ( = Gaelic gu le6ir), i.e. go to, le6r 
sufficiency; pro b. popularized by Scott. 

galosh, golosh gal<J·f twooden shoe, patten; 
(now) over-shoe. XIV. - (O)F. galoche, repr. 
(with abnormal phonetic development) late 
L. gallicula (Jerome), dim. of L. gallica 
(Cicero}, sb. use, sc. solea shoe, of gallicus 
GALLIC, pro b. 'Gaulish sandal'. The present 
pronunc., superseding the normal gal<J·tJ, 
is pro b. due to the frequent forms galloshoes, 
goloshoes, etc. (xvn-xviii), which are exten
sions with shoe. 

galumph gaL~·mf bound exultingly. In
vented by C. L. Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) in 
'Through the Looking-glass', 1871; a 'port
manteau' word combining gallop and trium
phant. Cf. CHORTLE. 

galvanism gre·lv<lnizm electricity de
veloped by chemical action. XVIII (1797). 
-F. galvanisme, f. the name of Luigi Galvani, 
who first described the phenomenon in 
1792; see -ISM. So galvamc -re·nik XVIII, 
ga·lvaniZE x1x; after F. galvanique, -iser. 

Galwegian see GALLOWAY. 
gamash g<lmre·J (arch., dial.) leggings. XVI 

(Nashe). -F. gamache- modPr. gamacho, 
garamacho - Sp. guadamaci kind of orna
mented leather- Arab. ghadtimasi, f. Gha
dtimas, a town in Tripoli where an esteemed 
kind of leather was made. 

gamba gre·mba short for VIOLA DA GAMBA. 
XVI. 

gambado1 grembei·dou large boot or gaiter 
attached to a saddle. XVII. f. It. gamba leg 
(cf. JAMB)+-ADo. 

gambado2 grembei·dou bound, spring, 
caper. XIX (Scott). - Sp. gambada, f. gamba 
leg; see prec. and -ADO. 

gambeson gre·mbis<ln (hist.) padded mili
tary tunic. xm. -OF. gambeson ( = Pr. 
gambais6), f. gambais, prob. - OFrank. 
wamba belly (see WOMB). 

gambier gre·mbiaJ: astringent extract from 
the plant Uncaria gambir. XIX. -Malay 
gambir (the decoction is calledgetahgambier; 
cf. GUTTA PERCIIA). 
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GAMBIT 

gambit gre•mbit opening at chess. xvn 
(gambett, 1656). -It. gambetto tripping up, 
f. gamba leg (cf. JAMB); first recorded in 
1561 by the Spaniard Ruy Lopez in the 
form gambito, whence F. gambit (xvm), 
which was the form finally established in 
Eng. (The 1623 Eng. tr. of Greco's work 
retains the It. form gambetto.) 

gamble gre·mbl play games of chance for 
high stakes. XVIII. pro b. continuing tgamel 
(XVI) play games, sport, alteration (with 
assim. to -LE3) of tgamene, early form of 
GAME vb., prob. first through the agent
noun and gerund-prp. form, tgamner (xvr) 
gamester, gambler, tgamning (cf. GAMMON 2). 

gamboge grembou·d3, -bu·d3 gum-resin, 
used as a pigment. XVIII. - modL. gambau
gium, var. of cambugium, cambugia, -bogia, 
f. Cambodia, name of a district in Assam 
whence the substance is derived. 

gambol gre·mb;;Jl, -boul bound, leap, caper. 
XVI. Earliest form gambad(e)- F. gambade 
-It. gambata trip-up, f. gamba leg (cf. 
JAMB); the extant forms show the foil. de
velopment, gambade, gambaude, gambauld, 
gambold, gambol (xvn). Also as vb. XVI; 
after F. gambader. 

gambrel gre·mbr;;Jl (dial.) stick for stretch
ing XVI; horse'shockxvn (Holland). -ONF. 
gamberel, f. gambier forked stick, f. gambe, 
var. of jambe leg; see JAMB, -EREL. 

gambroon grembrii·n twilled cloth for 
linings. XIX. Presumably f. name of a town 
on the Persian Gulf. 

gamel geim amusement, diversion OE. ; 
organized amusement or sport XIII (Cursor 
M.); tsport derived from the chase, (hence) 
wild animals pursued for sport XIII. OE. 
gamen, gomen = OFris. game, game, OS., 
OHG., ON. gaman; has been regarded as 
identical with Goth. gaman fellowship (tr. 
Kowwvla, 2 Cor. xiii. I3) (f. Germ. *ga-Y-+ 
MAN). For loss of fmal n cf. clue, eve, maid. 
Hence game vb. ; a new formation of XIII 
(AncrR), distinct from OE. gam(e)nian, 
which continued till XVI in gamening ( cf. 
GAMMON 2). ga·meSOME1 XIV. ga·meSTER 
XVI. 

game• geim full of spirit or pluck. xvm 
(die game, Gay). adj. use of GAME1 in the 
sporting sense of 'spirit for fighting, pluck' 
(cf. thorough game, all game, good game, 
predicated of one who has these qualities). 

game• geim (colloq.) lame. xvm (Grose). 
Of unkn. origin; cf. synon. dial. gammy, 
per h. - F. gambi bent, crooked. 

gamete gremi·t (bioi.) each of two cells 
forming a zygospore. I 886. - modL. gameta 
- Gr. gamed wife, gametes husband, f. gdmos 
marriage. 

gamin gre•m£ streetArab. XIX(Thackeray). 
F., prob. of dial. origin. 

gamma1 gre·m;;J third letter of the Gr. 
alphabet, F, y XIV (Maund.); the moth 

GANG 

Plusius gamma, having gamma-like mark
ings; (math.) of certain functions XIX. 

gamma• gre·m;;) tmusical scale, gamut (cf. 
F. gamme, whence Eng. tgamme, tgam XIV
XVII) XVII. 

gammadion g;}mei·dinn fylfot, swastika 
(which involves the form of F). XIX. -late 
Gr. gammddion, f. GAMMA'. 

gammer gre·m;;JJ: rustic title for an old 
woman. XVI (GammerGurtons Ned/e). prob. 
reduction of GODMOTHER (cf. GAFFER), but a 
sp. gandmer (xvi) shows assoc. with GRAND
MOTHER. 

gammon1 gre·m;}n tham xv; joint of bacon 
XVI. - ONF. gambon (mod F. jambon) ham, 
f. gambe leg (cf. JAMB). 

gammon 2 gre·m;}n backgammon; term in 
the game. xvm. app. survival of gamen 
GAME1, esp. as repr. in inflected forms such 
as (pl.) gamenes XIII-XVI, and vbl. sb. ga
m(e)ning, gamner gamester, gambler (XVI), 
f. OE. gamenian (=ON. gamna) sport, 
game. Hence perh. thieves' sl. give gammon, 
keep in gammon keep (a person) in train 
while robbing him, whence the senses 'talk, 
chatter' (xvm), 'humbug, nonsense' (xix). 
Also as vb. XVIII. 

gammon• gre·m;;)n (naut.) lashing of the 
bowsprit. XVII. perh. identical with GAM
MON\ the allusion being to the tying up of 
a gammon or ham (cf. F. gambe de hune 
futtock shroud). 

gammy gre·mi (sl.) bad; (dial.) lame, 
maimed. XIX. dial. var. of GAME3 • 

gamo- gre·mou comb. form of Gr. gdmos 
marriage, as in gamoGE'NESIS sexual repro
duction (XIX). 

gamp gremp (colloq.) umbrella. XIX. f. 
name of Mrs. Sarah Gamp, monthly nurse 
in Dickens's 'Martin Chuzzlewit', who car
ried a large cotton umbrella. 

gamut gre·m;;Jt (hist.) lowest note of the 
medieval musical scale xv; Guido d' Arezzo's 
'great scale' comprising the seven hexa
chords and so all the notes used in medieval 
music XVI ; whole range of notes recognized 
or playable; (gen.) compass, range XVII. 
Earliest forms gammuthe, -othe, -outh(e), 
contr. of medL. gamma ut; see GAMMA2, UT. 

gander gre·nd;;)J: male of the goose. Late 
OE. ganra, gandra, corr. to MLG. ganrii
(LG., Du. gander); f. the same base as 
GANN"ET. 

gang gre!] A. tgoing, journey XII (Orm); 
(dial.) way, road xv; B. (dial.) set of articles 
of one kind XIV; company of workmen, band 
of persons XVII. -ON. gangr m. and ganga 
fern., walking, motion, course (Sw. gdng 
walk, pace, 'go', time; Da. gang (also) set of 
knitting-needles) = OE., OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) gang, Goth. gaggs, CGerm. noun of 
action to *gaygan GO. Hence ga·ngsTER 
member of a criminal gang. Late XIX {orig. 
U.S.). 



GANGUON 

ganglion gre·IJgli;:~n (path.) ttumour in a 
tendon XVII; (physic!.) complex nerve centre 
XVIII. -Gr. gdgglion. 

gangrene gre·IJgrin mortification, necrosis. 
xvr. -F. gangrene- L. gangrama- Gr. gdg
graina (cf. g6ggros growth on trees). Hence 
ga·ngrenous. XVII; cf. F. gangreneux. 

gangue greiJ matrix of an ore. XIX. -F. 
gangue- G. gang vein or lode of metal, 
techn. use of gang course (see GANG). 

gangway gre·IJwei passage-way, (dial.) 
thoroughfare. XVII. prob. of continental 
origin ( cf. Da. gangvej) ; see GANG, WAY; not 
continuous with OE. gangweg. 

gannet gre·nit solan goose. OE. ganot, 
carr. to MLG. gante, Du. gent, MHG. 
gani:;, gen:;, OHG. gana:;:;o, MHG. ganze 
gander:- Germ. *ganitaz, *ganoton (whence 
L. ganta; see GOOSE), f. same base as GANDER. 

ganoid gre·noid having a smooth shiny sur
face. XIX. - F. ganoide, f. Gr. gdnos bright
ness; see -om. 

&"antlope see GAt:NTLET 2 • 

gantry, gauntry gre·ntri, g5·ntri four
footed wooden stand for barrels xrv; plat
form for a travelling crane, etc. XIX. prob. 
f. gawn, dial. form of GALLON+TREE. 

Ganymede gre·nimid cup-bearer, (joe.) 
pot-boy; teAT AMITE. XVI. - L. Ganymedes 
-Gr. Ganum£des Zeus's cup-bearer. 

gaol, jail d3eil prison. xm. ME. (i) 
gay(h)ole, gail(l)e- ONF. gaiole, gaole; (ii) 
iaiole, iaile- OF.jaiole,jeole (mod. geole) = 
It. tgaiola, Sp. gayola :- Rom. *gaviola, for 
*caveola, dim. of L. cavea CAGE. The form 
gaol repr. a pronunc. with g which was cur
rent till XVII; the pronunc. repr. by jail was 
equally early (xin). Camp. gao·l-BIRD 
prisoner in gaol, habitual criminal XVII, 
with allusion to a caged bird; cf. gallows
bird. gao·l-DELI:VERY clearing of a gaol of 
prisoners by bringing them to the assizes 
xv. So gaolER2, jailer, -or1 d3ei·l;:~.r keeper 
of a gaol. XIII. ME. gayholere, gailer and 
iailere, geilere- OF. gaiolere and jaioleur, 
jeolier (mod. geolier). 

gap grep breach in a defence XIV ; opening 
in a mountain range ; unfilled space, blank 
XVI. -ON. gap chasm (only in the mytho
logical name Ginnungagap; Sw. gap, Da. 
gab open mouth, opening), rei. to ON. gapa 
GAPE. Cf. NFris. gap (in place-names) cleft, 
ravine. 

gape geip open the mouth wide, stare with 
open mouth. XIII (contemp. in eastern and 
western dial.). -ON. gapa (Sw. gapa, Da. 
gabe) = (M)Du. gapen, (M)HG. gaff en; in 
OE. repr. only by ofergapian neglect; further 
relations uncertain. Hence gape sb. XVI. 

t][ A parallel formation *kap- is repr. by LG. 
kapen, OHG. kapfen keep watch, ME. bi
capen (beside bigapen), cape (beside gape) in 
good MSS. of Ch. 'Miller's Tale' 258, 6ss; 
'Troilus' v 1133. 

GARGANTUAN 

gar gii.r (dial.) make, cause. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. gere- ON. ger(v)a, gp(r)va make, 
do = OE. gierwan prepare, OS. garuwian, 
gerwian, OHG. garawen (MHG. garwen, 
gerwen, G. gerben tan, curry, polish) :
Germ. *garwjan, f. *garwu- ready, YARE, 
The change from -er- to -ar- prob. took 
place first in pt. and pp. gert. Cf. GEAR. 

garage gre·rii3, gre·rid3 building for hous
ing automobiles. 190•. -F. garage, f. 
garer take care = Pr. garar :- Germ. *war-; 
see WARE3 , -AGE. Hence as vb. 

garb gii.rb tgrace, elegance; tstyle, fashion 
XVI; fashion of dress, costume XVII. -F. 
tgarbe (now galbe)- It.garbo-Germ. *garwi 
(OHG. garawi adornment), f. *garw- (see 
GAR). 

garbage gii·.rbid3 offal of an animal xv; 
refuse, filth xvr. prob. -AN. *garbage, of 
unkn. origin. 

garble gii·.rbl tsift, take the pick of xv; 
makeselectionfrom(unfairly or with a bias) 
XVII. In AL. garbellare, with garbelagium 
sorting groceries before sale ; orig. a term of 
Mediterranean commerce; - It. garbellare 
sift (carr. to Sp. garbillar, F. tgarbeller) 
- Arab. gharbala sift, select, rei. to ghirbal 
sieve, perh. - late L. cribellare, f. cribellum, 
dim. of cribrum sieve, f. WIE. *krei- (cf. L. 
cernere sift, DISCERN). t][ Formerly in
fluenced by garboil confuse, disturb (xvi), f. 
garboil sb. confusion, hubbub - OF. gar
bouil(le) -It. garbuglio. 

garboard gii·.rb5;:~.rd first range of planks or 
plates laid on the keel. XVII. - Du. tgaar
boord, perh. f. garen, contr. form of gaderen 
GATHER+boord BOARD, 

gar~on gii·rs5 waiter. XIX. F., obi. case 
of OF. (mod. dial.) gars lad, of disputed 
origin. 

garden gii·.rdn enclosed cultivated ground. 
XIV. - ONF. gardin, var. of (O)F. jardin 
(whence Sp.jardin, It.giardino) = Pr.gardi, 
jardi :- Rom. *gardino, f. *gardo - Germ. 
*gardon; see YARD1. Hence garden vb. XVI. 
So ga·rdenER2 • XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. 
gardinier; cf. OHG. gartinari (G. giirtner). 

gardenia giiJdi·ni;:~ genus of trees and 
shrubs (Cape jessamine). XVIII. modL., f. 
name of Alexander Garden (d. 1791); see 
-IA1• 

gare-fowl, gairfowl gE;:~•Jfaul great auk 
(xvr, gare), xvn (gair-fowl). - Ice!. geirjugl 
(Faroese gorfuglur, Sw. garfogl), whence 
Gael. gearbhul, F. gorjou (penguin). 

garfish gii·.rfif fish having a spear-like 
snout. xv. app. f. OE. gar spear (see GOAD) 
-t·FISH1• 

Gargantuan gii.rgre·ntju;:~n gigantic, enor
mous. XVI (Nashe). f. Gargantua, name of 
the large-mouthed voracious giant in Rabe
lais's work of that name; see -AN. 



GARGET 

garget gii·lget inflammation in cattle, etc. 
XVI. perh. special use of tgarget (xm) throat 
- OF. gargate, garguete- Pr. gargata = It. 
gargatta, Sp., Pg. garganta, f. *garg- (see 
GARGOYLE). 

gargle ga·Jgl wash the mouth and throat 
with suspended liquid. XVI, - F. gargouiller 
gurgle, tgargle, f. gargouille (see next). 

gargoyle ga·.rgoil grotesque spout project
ing from a gutter. xv (Lydg.). - OF. gar
gouille throat, with specialized application 
from the water passing through the mouth 
of the figure forming the spout; f. base 
*garg-, as repr. in L. gargarizlire (whence 
tgargarize XVI-XVIII) - Gr. gargarizein, of 
imit. origin. 

garial gre·rirel (also garr(h)ial, ghuryal) see 
GAVIAL. 

garibaldi greribre·ldi, grerib5·ldi red blouse 
imitating the red shirt worn by the Italian 
general Giuseppe Garibaldi (r8o7-82) and 
his followers. 1 862. 

garish ge;J·riJ obstrusively bright; glaring. 
XVI. Also tgaurish, and perh. f. tgaure (Ch.) 
stare, but such a formation with -ISH1 on a 
verb is rare. 

garland ga·.r];Jnd wreath of flowers, etc. 
XIV; (naut.) band of rope xv. ME. gerland, 
garland- OF. gerlande, garlande = Pr., Cat. 
gardlanda, OSp. guar-, parallel to Pr. guir
landa (whence perh. It. ghirlanda, F. guir
lande), and Sp., Pg. guirnalda, Pg. grinalda; 
of unkn. origin. 

garlic ga·.rlik plant of the genus Allium. 
OE. glirleac, f. gar spear (with ref. to the 
'cloves' of the plant)+leac LEEK. 

garment gii'Jm;Jnt article of dress. XIV 
(garnernent, garment). - (O)F. garnernent 
equipment ( = OSp.guarnirniento, lt.guarni
rnento), f. garnir GARNISH; see -MENT. 

garner ga·m;JJ (rhet.) granary. XII (gerner). 
-AN. gerner, OF. gernier (mod. grenier) :
L. grlintirium GRANARY; see -ER 2• Hence vb. 
(now) store up. XIV. 

garnet1 ga·.rnit vitreous mineral, a precious 
kind of which is used as a gem. XIII. ME. 
gernet, grenat, pro b.- MDu. gernate, garnate 
- OF. grenat - medL. grlinlitus (whence 
tgranate XIV-XVIII), perh. transf. use of L. 
granatum POMEGHA~ATE, the stone being 
compared in colour to the pulp of the fruit. 

garnet• ga·mit (naut.) kind of tackling for 
hoisting. xv. pro b. - Du. garnaat, of unkn. 
origin. 

garnish ga· mif A. furnish, fit out, embellish 
XIV (now obs. or rhet., exc. for embellishing 
a dish of food XVIII); B. (leg.) warn, as with 
a notice XVI. - (O)F. garniss-, lengthened 
stem (-ISH 2

) of garnir, guarnir = Pr. garnir, 
It. guamire- Germ. *warnjan, prob. rei. to 
*warnejan, *-ojan become aware, (hence) 
guard, defend, provide for (see WARN). 
Hence garnishEE' (leg.). XVII. So ga·rni
TURE furniture, outfit XVI; ornament xvu, 
(of a dish) XVIII. - F, 

GASH 

garotte, garrotte g;Jra·t tpacking-stick; 
Sp. method of capital punishment by 
strangulation XVII (:\!abbe); highway rob
bery by throttling the victim XIX. - Sp. 
garrote orig. cudgel, f. *garr- (perh. of 
Celtic origin), whence Pr. garra knee-cap, 
Sp.garraclaw. Sogar(r)otte vb. XIX. -F. 
garrotter or Sp. garrotear. 

garret gre·rit tturret, watch-tower XIV; 
attic room xv. - OF. garite (mod. guhite), 
f. garir- Germ. *warjan (cf. next). 

garrison gre·ris;Jn ttreasure, gift XIII 
(RGlouc.); tdefence XIV; tfortress; de
fensive force in a fortress xv. -OF. garison 
defence, safety, provision, store, f. garir 
defend, furnish - CGerm. '*'warjan defend 
(whence OE., OS., OHG. werian, ON. verja, 
Goth. warjan). The later meanings are 
due to infl. of tgarnison XIV (Ch.) - (O)F. 
garnison, f. garnir fit out, GAR~ISH. Hence 
ga·rrison vb. furnish with, station as, a 
garrison XVI ; occupy as a garrison xvu. 

garron gre·r;1n small inferior breed of horse. 
XVI. -Gael. gearran, Jr. gearrdn. 

garrulous gre·riobs given to much talking. 
XVII. f. L. garrulus, f. garrire chatter; see 
-ULO"GS. So garruliTY glkrii·liti. XVI. -F. 
tgarrulite (Calvin)- L. 

garter ga·.It::>.I band worn above or below 
the knee. XIV. -OF. gartier, var. of jartier 
(also jartiere, mod. jarretiere), f. garet, jaret 
bend of the knee, calf of the leg (whence Sp. 
jarrete, It. garretto), prob. of Celtic origin; 
cf. Breton, W. gar leg, ham. 

garth giiip yard, garden. XIV. -ON. garar 
= OE. geard YARDl. 

gas1 gres (hist.) occult principle supposed 
by van Belmont to be present in all bodies 
XVII ; any completely elastic fluid XVIII. 
- Du. gas (J. B. van Helmont, rs77-r644), 
based on Gr. khdos CHAOS ('halitum ilium 
Gas vocavi, non Ionge a Chao veterum secre
tum', I have called that spirit gas, as being 
not far removed from the chaos of the 
ancients; the pronunc. of Du. gas x accounts 
for its being used to repr. Gr. kh); perh. 
suggested by Paracelsus' use of chaos for the 
proper element of spirits. such as gnomes. 
The F. and Sp. form gaz was once in Eng. 
use. Formerly pronounced gas. «.JJ Has 
become CEur. Hence gas vb. treat, poison, 
etc., with gas; (colloq.) talk aimlessly. XIX. 

gas• gres (U.S.) colloq. abbrev. of GASOLENE. 
gasconade greskanei·d extravagant boast

ing. XVIII. - F. gasconnade, f. gasconner 
brag, prop. talk like a Gascon, f. gascon- L. 
Vasco(n-), whence also BASQUE; see -ADE. 

gash gre f long deep cut or cleft. XVI. Later form 
of tgarsh, var. of tgarse (xm-xvu) - OF. 
*garse, f. garcer, jarcer scarify (mod. gercer 
chap, crack), Sp. escarizar, It. t(s)carassare 
scratch, perh. abnormally repr. late L. 
charaxlire - Gr. klzardssein (cf. CHARAC
TER). So gash vb. XVI. «.ll For loss of r cf. 
BASS', DACE, tscace (SCARCE), and perh. next, 
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GASKET 

gasket gre·skit (naut.) small rope securing 
a furled sail. XVII. perh. alteration of tgassit 
(Capt. Smith) -F. garcette little girl, thin 
rope, dim. of garce, fern. of gars boy (see 
GAR<;ON). (j[ For the naut. use of similar 
Words cf. EUPHROE and GRUMMET, 

gasolene, -oline gre·solin product of the 
distillation of petroleum, used as fuel for 
internal-combustion engines. XIX, f. GAs1 + 
-oL+-ENE, -INE5• Cf. GAS 2• 

gasometer gres<>·mitOJ.r vessel for holding 
gas XVII; reservoir for storing illuminating 
gas XIX. - F. gazometre (Lavoisier, 1789) f. 
gaz GAs1+-metre- METER. 

gasp gasp catch the breath. XIV (Gower). 
Early var. gayspe- ON. geispa, metath. 
alteration of *geipsa, f. base of geip idle talk, 
geipa talk idly; cf., with weak grade of the 
base, Sw. dial. gispa, Da. gispe, OE. gipian 
yawn (only in prp.gipiende; so OLG.gipendi 
'patens'), gipung open mouth. Hence gasp 
sb. XVI, q The alt. to gasp is expressive. 

gasteropod gre·st;)r;)pDd mollusc, so called 
from the ventral position of the locomotive 
organs. XIX. -F.gasteropode(xviii)-modL. 
gasteropoda n. pl., f. Gr. gaster-, gaster belly 
+pod-, polis FOOT. So gastric gre·strik pert. 
to the stomach. XVII. -F. gastrique- modL. 
gastricus, f. Gr. gastr-, gasdr. gastroNOMY 
grestrn·nami art of delicate eating. XIX. - F. 
gastronomie (Joseph Berchoux, r8oo). 

gate1 geit opening in a wall capable of being 
closed by a barrier; barrier itself, esp. frame
work on hinges. OE. g::et, geat, pl. gatu, 
carr. to OFris. gat hole, opening, OS. gat 
eye of a needle (LG., Du. gap, hole, breach), 
ON. gat opening, passage:- Germ. *gatam 
(wanting in HG. and Goth.). Forms with 
initial y-, repr. OE. forms geat, pl. geatu, 
remain in northerly dial. yett, yeat, and in 
the surnames Yates, Yeats ; but the standard 
literary form has been gate since XVI. 

gate• geit A. (north. dial.) way XIII (Orm); 
street (surviving in place-names, as Canon
gate) xv; B. tgoing, journey XIII; manner of 
going (see GAIT). -ON. gata = OHG. 
ga:;:;a (G. gasse lane), Goth. gatwo :-Germ. 
*gatwon (whence Lith. gat1-·e, Lett. gatwa), 
of unkn. origin ( connexion with GET has 
been assumed by some, as for GATE1). 

gather gre'O;)J bring or come together OE. ; 
infer, conclude (after L. colligere collect) 
XVI. OE. gaderian = OFris. gaderia, MLG. 
gadern, (M)Du. gaderen, MHG. gatern :
WGerm. *gadurojan, f. *gaduri TOGETHER. 
For the change of OE. d to o cf. FATHER. 

gatling gre·tli!J machine-gun named after 
R. ]. Gatling, first used in the American 
civil war (r86r-s). 

gauche gouJ awkward, clumsy. XVIII (Ches
terfield). - F. gauche left-handed, f. gauchir 
warp, turn aside- Germ. *walkan WALK. 

Gaucho gau·tJou, gou·tJou mixed Euro
pean and Indian race of the S. American 
pampas. XIX. Sp., of native origin. 

GAVELKIND 

gaud g5d ttrick, sport, jest XIV; (arch.) 
plaything, toy XV; (pl.) showy things XVII. 
perh.- AN. deriv. of (O)F. gaudir- L. gau
dere rejoice. 

gaudy1 g5·di rejoicing; annual college feast. 
XVI (gaudye dayes). - L. gaudium joy, f. 
gaudere (cf. prec.) or L. gaude, imper. of 
this vb. Cf. the use in Sp. of L. gaudeiimus 
let us rejoice, gaudete rejoice ye, for 'feast, 
merrymaking'. 

gaudy 2 g5·di brilliantly gay, glaringly 
showy. XVI. prob. the first word of tgaudy 
green (xiv-xvr) yellowish green, prop. green 
dyed with weld, f. (O)F. gaude WELD1 +-Y1 • 

gauge, U.S. gage geid3 fixed measure xv; 
graduated instrument XVII. - ONF. gauge, 
var. ofjauge, of unkn. origin. For the pro
nunc. cf. safe seif, formerly tsauj, Ralph 
reif, formerly tRauf. So gauge vb. xv 
-OF. gauger (mod. jauger). 

gaulin g5·lin Jamaican egret. XVIII (gauld
ing, Ray). Of unkn. origin. 

Gaulish g5·liJ pert. to Gaul or the Gauls. 
XVII. f. Gaul Gallia (France and Upper 
Italy)- F. GauZe- Germ. *walxoz foreigners, 
pl. of *walxaz foreign, applied to the Latin 
and Celtic peoples (cf. V>'ALLACHIAN, 
WELSH); cf. F. gaulois and see -ISH1• 

gault g5lt (geol.) applied to beds of clay 
and marl. XVI. Local (E. Anglian) word of 
unkn. origin, taken up by geologists. 

gaunt g5nt tslim; tall and lean. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Of unkn. origin. q There 
is no evidence of identity with the personal 
name de Ga(u)nt, le Ga(u)nt (xm). 

gauntlet1 g5·ntlit metal-plated glove of 
medieval armour. xv. - (O)F. gantelet, 
dim. of gant glove ( = Pr. gan, Cat. guant, 
whence Sp., Pg. guante, It. guanto)- Germ. 
*want-, extant only in ON. vpttr ( :- *wantuz) 
glove (Sw., Da. vante); see -LET. 

gauntlet• g5·ntlit in phr. run the gauntlet. 
XVII. Alteration, by assim. to prec., of 
tgantlope (XVII-XIX) - Sw. gatlopp, f. gata 
lane, GATE 2+lopp course (see LEAP); a term 
introduced through the Thirty Years ·war 
(so G. gassenlaufen). 

gauze g5z thin fabric. XVI. -F. gaze 
(Ronsard), pro b. f. Gaza name of a town in 
Palestine; cf. Sp. gasa, Du. gaas, and medL. 
gazzatum. The earliest exx. are Sc. (gais 
XVI, gadza XVII). For the pronunc. (shown 
by the sp. gawse in XVII-XVIII) cf. tbawman 
BATMAN, and v5z, var. pronunc. of VASE. 

gavel gre·val (chiefly U.S. and in free
masonry) mallet. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

gavelkind gre•v;,lkaind Kentish form of 
land-tenure XIII; in Kent and elsewhere, 
division of a deceased man's property equally 
among his sons XVI. ME. gavel(i)kinde, 
-kende; repr. OE. *gafolgecynd, f. gafol 
tribute, f. *gao-, rei. to *ge/5- GIVE+gecynd 
KI:-!D1 : presumably orig. tenure by the 
payment of a fixed service (cf. socage). 
q Various fanciful explanations and forms 



GAVIAL 

have been given by antiquaries and lexico
graphers. 

gavial gei·vi;Jl Indian reptile resembling 
the alligator and the crocodile. XIX. -F. 
gavial- Hind. ghariyiil (whence the forms 
garial, gharrial, etc.). 

gavotte g;~va·t dance resembling the minuet. 
XVII. - F. ga•votte- modPr. gavoto, f. Gavot 
name in Provence for inhabitants of the 
Alps. 

gawk g5·k (dial.) stupid awkward lout, 
simpleton (xvii), XIX rei. to gawk vb. stare 
vacantly XVIII, gawky adj. XVIII; perh. based 
on tgaw gape, stare XII (gowenn, Orm)- ON. 
gd heed; cf. the k of lurk, talk, walk. 

gay gei mirthful, merry XIII; bright
coloured, showy XIV; 'fast', dissipated XVII. 
- (O)F. gai, whence Pr. gai, It. gajo, ofunkn. 
origin. Also advb. (cf. GEY). So gaieTY 
gei-lti. XVII. - (O)F. gaiete. Hence gai·LY'. 
XIV. 

gaze geiz tlook with curiosity or wonder, 
(now) look intently. XIV (Ch.). Of unkn. 
origin; pro b. rei. to the base of ME. gawe 
(cf. ON. gd heed), GAWK. 

gazebo g;ni·bou turret, look-out. XVIII. 
perh. joe. f. GAZE, in imitation of L. futures 
in -ebO. 

gazelle g;Jze-1 kind of antelope. XVII.- (O)F. 
gazelle, pro b. - Sp. gacela - Arab. ghaziil. 

-GEN 

- ecc!L. gehenna - Hellenistic Gr. geenna 
(ye<vva .,.oiJ 7Tvpos hell fire, Matt. v 22, etc.). 
- late Heb. ge'hinnom place of fiery torment 
for the dead, fig. use of the place-name gei 
ben Hinnom valley of the sons of Hinnom, 
where, ace. to Jer. xix s, children were burnt 
in sacrifice. 

geisha gei·J;J professional dancing and sing
ing girl in Japan. XIX. J ap. geisha 'person of 
pleasing accomplishments'; taken into Eur. 
langs. from Eng. 

gel d3el (chem.) semi-solid colloidal solu
tion, classified as hydrogels, alcogels, etc., 
according to the dispersion medium (water, 
alcohol, etc.). XIX. First syll. of GELATIN(E) 
isolated as a word. 

gelatine, gelatin d3e·l;Jtin, -in basis of 
jellies. r8oo. -F. gelatine- It. gelatina, f. 
gelata JELLY ; see - INE5

• So gelatinous 
d3llre·tin;}s. XVIII. - F. gelatineux. 

geld1 geld pp. gelded, gelt castrate, emascu
late. XIII (Cursor M.). -ON. gelda, f. geldr 
barren, whence ME. and dial. geld (xm). 
So geldiNG3 ge•ldil) teunuch; castrated 
animal. XIV. -ON. geldingr, f. geldr. 

geld2 geld (hist.) tax paid to the crown by 
landholders before the Norman Conquest 
and under the Norman kings. XVII ( erron. 
gelt, Holland tr. Camden). - medL. geldum 
(of which a var. gildum was adopted by anti
quaries as gild XVII) - OE. geld, gield (see 
GUILD). Cf. DANEGELD. 

gelid d3did extremely cold. XVII. - L. 
gelidus, f. gelu frost, intense cold (cf. COLD); 
see -ID1• 

gazette g;Jze·t news-sheet. XVII (gazetta, 
gazet). -F. gazette or its source It. gazzetta, 
orig. Venetian gazeta de la novita, quasi 'a 
ha'porth of news', so called because sold for 
a gazeta, Venetian coin of small value; see 
-ETTE. So gazetteer1 grezlti;J· .1 tjournalist gelignite d3e•lignait variety of gelatin dyna-
XVII; geographical dictionary XVIII (from the mite. xrx. perh. f. GEL( A TIN)+ L. ignis fire 
shortened reference to L. Echard's 'The + -ITE. 
Gazetteer's; or Newsman's Interpreter: gem'd3em precious stone. XIV (Ch.).; fig. XIII. 
Being A Geographical Index', 1693, used - (O)F. gemme :- L. gemma bud, jewel (cf. 
by Echard himself in part II, published in COMB); superseded the OE. adoption of the 
1704). - F. gazettier (XVII)- It. gazzetiere. L. word, viz. gim(m), ME. 3imme. So ge·m-

gear gi;u equipment; apparatus; stuff. XIII. ma (bot.) leaf-bud xvm. L. gemmA·noN 
ME. gere- ON. gervi, gprvi, corr. to OS. (bot.) budding. -F., f. L. gemmiire. 
gerwi, garewi, OHG. garawi, gar(e)wi :- Gemara gimii•r;J later of the two portions 
Germ. *garwin-, f. *garwu- ready, YARE, of the Talmud. XVII.- Aram. g•marii com-
whence also *garwjan GAR. pletion, f. g•mar complete. 

gecko ge·kou house-lizard. XVIII. -Malay gemination d3eminei·J;Jn doubling. XVI 
gekoq (the q is faint), imit. of the animal's cry. (Bacon). - L. geminatio(n-), f. gemintire 

ged ged (Sc. and north.) pike or luce. XIV. double, whence ge·minATE3
• XVII (Jonson); 

-ON. gedda, rei. to gaddr GAD; cf. the trans£. f. geminus; see GEMINI, -ATION. 
use of pike. gemini early form of JIMINY. 

gee d3i int. word of command to a horse, Gemini d3e·minai the twins Castor and 
freq. combined with tgee, ho, twhoa, (h)up. Pollux. XIV. L., pl. of geminus double, twin. 
XVII. Hence as sb. esp. redupl. gee·-gee gemsbok ge·mzbak S. African antelope. 
(xrx) child's name for a horse. XVIII. - Du. gemsbok prop. chamois- G. 

geezer gi'Z;J.I (sl.) elderly person. XIX. dial. gemsbock, f. gemse CHAMms+bock BUCK. 
pronunc. of guiser masquerader, mummer, gemshorn ge·mzh5.In (mus.) organ stop. 
~- gu~se t~ttire fantastically, (dial.) go about XIX. G., 'chamois horn'; cf. prec. 
m d1sgmse, masquerade, f. GUISE in the -gen dJ;Jn repr. Gr. -genes (rei. to genos 
sense 'attire'; see -ER1

• KIN), through F. -gene, which, by ref. to Gr. 
Gehenna gihe·n;J place of torture XVI; hell genniin beget, produce, was used first in 

XVII• Earlier anglicized. or -F., gehenne.) oxygene OXYGEN, nitrogene NITROGEN, by 
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GENAPPE 

de Morveau and Lavoisier (1787), and later 
in endogene ENDOGEN, exogene EXOGEN, by 
de Candolle(rSn), in the sense 'producing', 
whereas the orig. Gr. formative was used 
in th~ senses (i) 'born, produced', as in 
eggenes native, and (ii) 'of a (certain or speci
fied) condition', as in heterogengs HETERO
GENEOUS, /zomogents HOMOGENEOUS. 

genappe d3lme·p epithet of a yarn emanat
ing from Genappe, town in Belgium. XIX. 

gendarme 3a·dibm tmounted armed man 
XVI ; soldier employed in police duties XVIII. 
-F. gendarme, sg. formed on pl. gens d'armes 
'men of arn1s', with a new pl. gendarmes. 
Hence genda·rmERY. XVI; after F. 

gender d3e·ndaJ tkind, sort; (gram.) anv 
of the three 'kinds', masculine, feminine, and 
neuter, of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns. 
XIV. -OF. gendre (mod. genre) = Pr. genre, 
Sp., Pg. genera, It. genere -Rom. *genera, 
f. L. gener- GENus. So (arch.) ge·nder vb. 
-OF. gendrer- L. generiire GE:<;ERATE; cf. 
ENGENDER. 

genealogy d3inire· hd3i account of one's 
descent. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. genea
logie - late L. geneiilogia- Gr. geneiilogiii, f. 
g~neiil6gos genealogist, f. gened race, genera
tiOn; see -LOGY. So geneaLO'GICAL. xvi; 
-Gr. genea·LOGIST. xvn. 

general d3e·n;,ral pert. to the whole, appli
cable to all XIII; (mil.) of an officer having 
superior rank and extended command XVI · 
tsb. (esp. p_l.~ general idea, principle, etc.~ 
head of a rehg10us order; (mil.) orig. tgeneral 
captain, after F. capitainegeneralxvr. -(O)F. 
general- L. generalis (which has been taken 
into most of the Eur. langs.) pert. to the 
whole kind, later )( speciiilis SPECIAL, in de
pendenc':' on the techn. distinction of genus 
and speczes (repr. the Aristotelian yevos and 
dilos); f. gener-, GENus; see -AL1 . So 
generaliTY -re·llti. xv. - (O)F. -late L. 
(Earlier tgeneralty XIV, Viryclif; after OF. 
generaute). ge·nerahzE. xviii. - F. genera
liser. ge·nera1LY 2

• XIII; after OF. generale
ment, L. genera/iter, which tr. Gr. yevt~<ws. 
generali·ssimo supreme commander. XVII. 
It., super!. of genera/e. 

gen~rate d3e·nareit produce (orig. off
sprmg). XVI. f. pp. stem of L. generiire, f. 
gener-, GENUS; see -ATE 3 • So generA·TION 
offspring of the same parent(s), etc. XIII 
~uses mainly dependent on those of generatio 
m the Vulgate); act of generating XIV. 
-(O)F.-L. ge·nerATIVE. XIV. -late L. (e.g. 
virtus generativa). ge·nerATOR begetter XVII 
(Sir T. Browne); apparatus for producing 
power, etc. XVIII. - L. 

generic d3lne·rik belonging to a genus, 
general. XVII. - F. generique (Descartes, tr. 
Gr. genik6s, Aristotle), f. L. gener-, GENUS. 
So gene·rical. xv (rare before XVII). See 
-IC, -!CAL. 

GENIUS 

rich quality xvu. - (O)F. genereux- L. 
gener6sus noble, magnanimous, f. gener-, 
GENUS; see -ous. So generosiTY d3en;u:>·
slti. xv (rare before XVI). -F. or L. 

genesis d3e·nlsis first book of the Old 
Testament OE.; (mode of) origin VII. - L. 
genesis- Gr. genesis generation, creation, 
nativity, horoscope, name of the O.T. book 
(TENECIC) in LXX, hence in Vulgate, f. 
*gen-, base of gignesthai be born or produced 
(see KIN). Hence genetic d3ine·tik pert. 
to origin. XIX (Carlyle). 

genet d3e·nit civet-cat of S. Europe, W. 
Asia, and Africa. xv. -OF. genete (mod. 
-ette)- Arab. jamait; cf. Sp. gineta. 

Geneva1 d3lni·va name of a town in Swit
zerland assoc. esp. with Calvinistic or ex
treme puritanical doctrine and practice, 
often applied to costume, as G. bands, gown, 
that. Hence Gene·vAN. XVI (Abp. Parker). 

Geneva• d3lni·va spirit otherwise called 
hollands (flavoured with the juice of juniper 
berries). XVIII. - Du. genever, assim. to 
prec. in form and pronunc. -OF. genevre 
(mod. genievre) :- *jeniperu-s, for L. j!lni
perus JUNIPER. Cf. GIN 3• 

genial d3i·nial (arch.) nuptial XVI; con
ducive to growth XVII; kindly XVIII. - L. 
geniiilis nuptial, productive, joyous, pleasant, 
f. genius; see GENIUS and -AL1

• (jJ So OF. 
genial; modF. genial (marked by genius) is 
-G. genial. 

genie d3i·ni sprite of Arabian demonology. 
XVIII (Smollett). -F. genie GENIUS, used by 
translators of'TheArabian Nights' to render 
the Arab. word (see JINN) which it resembled 
in sound and in sense ; genii is used as the 
pl. in Eng. 

genista glni·sta (bot.) broom. XVII. L., var. 
of genesta (Virgil, Pliny). 

genital d3e·nital pert. to generation; sb. 
pl. external generati\·e organs. XIV. - (O)F. 
genital or L. genitiilis (n.sg. and pl. as sb.), 
f. genitus, pp. of gignere beget; see KIN, -AL1• 

genitive d3e·nltiv (gram.) pert. to the case 
which expresses the possessor or source of 
something. XIV (genitij, Trevisa). - (O)F. 
genitij, fern. -ive, or L. genit'ivus, -'iva (gene-), 
f. genit-, pp. stem of gignere beget, produce; 
see KIN, -IVE. L. casus genit'ivus (Quintilian, 
Suetonius) is a rendering of Gr. y<v<K~ 
'TrTwa<s 'case of production or origin', which 
was also named KTTJT<K..j POSSESSIVE, and 
?TaTp<~<'>/, whence L. casus patricus (Varro), 
patrius (Aulus Gellius), paternus (Priscian). 

genius d3i·nias tutelary deity or spirit; 
demon (pl. genii; cf. GENIE) ; characteristic 
or prevalent disposition or spirit XVI; innate 
capacity; person as possessing this (pl. 
geniuses) XVII; extraordinary native intel
lectual power XVIII. - L. genius attendant 
spirit, inclination, appetite, (rarely) intel
lectual capacity, prob. :- *gl}jos, corr. to 
Germ. *kunjam KIN. (In XVII-XVIII forms 

ge!lerous d3e·naras t~obly _born; magna- repr. F. genie and It. genio were used in 
nrmous XVI (Sh.); free In grvmg; ample; of various senses of genius.) 

[393] 



GENOA 

Genoa d3e·noua name of a city of Italy. 
XVII. -It. Genova, the F. form of which, 
Genes, is repr. by tGeane (xv), JEAN. Hence 
tGe·noAN. XVII. GenoE·sE XVI; after It. 
genovese; the usual adj., of which the foll. 
syns. have had various periods of currency: 
tGenoesiAN XVII j Ge·noVESE XVII (North); 
tGe·nowayxrv (Janeway, :Maund. ;Jenewey, 
Caxton)- OF. genoueis- It. geno~•ese. 

genocide d3e·nosaid intentional extermina
tion of a race. XX (R. Lemkin, 1945). irreg. 
f. Gr. genos race (KIN)+-cmE 2• 

-genous d3in;:,s tern1inal el. (i) f. L. -genus 
+-ous, as in indigenous; (ii) f. -gen, as in 
{chem.) hydrogenous, nitrogenous; (iii) f. F. 
-gene, as in (bot.) endogenous, exogenous. 

genre 3i'ir kind, style; painting of subjects 
of ordinary life. XIX. F., kind (see GE:-<DER). 

genro ge·nrou elder statesmen of Japan. xx. 
Jap., 'old men', f. gen root, ro old. 

gens d3enz pl. gentes d3e•ntiz (Roman 
antiq.) clan, sept, number of families united 
by a common name, etc. XIX. L., f. *gen
produce (cf. GENTILE, KIN). 

gent d3ent shortening of GENTLEMAN, in 
designations (like esq. for esquire) XVI; hence 
taken up as an independent word; now 
vulgar exc. joe. (jJ Cf. the vars. tgentman, 
tgent'man of gentleman (XVI). 

genteel d3enti-l suited or appropriate to the 
gentry or persons of quality XVI (B. Jonson); 
tpolished, refined; (vulgar in serious use) 
stylish, elegant XVII. -F. gentil, fern. -ille, 
an earlier adoption of which is repr. by 
GENTLE. First recorded in the form gentile, 
which was distinguished from GENTILE by 
retention of the F. pronunc. with final stress, 
and prob. the nasal sound of the first syll. 
In Butler's 'Hudibras' II i 747 the form 
tgentee is used, which repr. F. 3i'iti; cf. 
JAUNTY. 

gentian d3e·nJ;Jn plant of the genus Gen
tiana. XIV. - L. gentitina ( sc. herba), so 
called, ace. to Pliny, after Gentizts, a king of 
Illyria ; see -IAN. 

gentile d3e·ntail non-Jewish, tpagan XIV; 
pert. to a tribe or nation, spec. a gens XVI. 
- L. gentilis of the same family, stock, or 
nation, (in eccl. use) heathen, pagan, f. gent-, 
gens race, stock, people, f. *gen-, base of 
gignere beget (see KIN). 

GEOLOGY 

XVI (Lyte), spec. use of the sense 'soft'. 
Hence ge·ntleMAN (after OF. gentils hom, 
mod. gentilhomme, corr. to It. gentiluomo, 
Sp. gentilhombre) XIII (tgentman XVI; tgent'
manXVII, gemman, gem'manXVI-XIX); whence 
ge·ntlemanLY1 xv (Lydg.). So ge·ntle
woMAN XIII. 

gentoo d3entu· penguin of the Falkland 
Islands. XIX. perh. a use of next. 

Gentoo d3e·ntil Hindu (i.e. pagan, 'gentile', 
as )( Moslem). XVII (Herbert, Dampier). 
- Pg. gentio GENTILE. 

gentry d3e·ntri gentle birth XIV; people of 
gentle birth XVI. pro b. alteration of tgentrice 
(xm)-OF. genterise, var. of gentelise, f.gen
til GENTLE, by assoc. with tgentleRY (XIII). 

genuflex.ion, -flection d3enjufle·kJ;m bend
ing the knee. xv. - late L. genufiexio(n-), 
f. genufiectere (f. genu KNEE+fiectere bend), 
whence (back-formation) ge·nuflect XVII ; 
cf. FLEXION. 

genuine d3e·njuin tnatural, native XVI; not 
spurious or counterfeit XVII. - L. genuinus, 
f. genu KNEE; the orig. ref. was to the recog
nition of a new-born child by afatherplacing 
it on his knees; later assoc. with genus race, 
KIN j see -INE1• 

genus d3i·n;Js (techn.) kind, class. XVI. 
- L. genus birth, race, stock, KIN. 

-geny d3ini terminal el. = F. -genie, modL. 
-genia, based on Gr. adjs. in -genes or the 
first syll. of GENESIS, meaning 'mode of pro
duction', as in cosmogeny, ontogeny, physio
geny, with corr. sbs. in -genesis and adjs. in 
-genetic. 

geo- d3i·o(u), d3i;)· repr. ge6-, comb. form 
of Gr. ge earth, as in many scientific terms 
of XIX; for older words see below. 

geode d3i·oud concretionary or nodular 
stone, usu. lined with mineral matter. XVII. 
- L. geOdes (Pliny)- Gr. geodes earthy, f. ge 
earth; cf. F. geode. 

geodesy d3i;)·dlsi tland-surveying XVI; 
(math.) study which determines areas of the 
earth's surface xrx. - F. geodesie or modL. 
gead<esia- Gr. geodaisiti (daiein divide). 
Hence geodetrc -de·tik. XVII. 

geography d3i;)•gr;Jfi description of the 
earth's surface. XVI. - L. geographia (partly 
through F.)- Gr. geographlti; see GEO-, 
-GRAPHY. So geo·GRAPHERXVI, geoGRA"PHIC 
XVII, -!CAL XVI. 

gentility d3enti-liti gentle birth XIV; gentle geology d 3i;)·lad3i tscience dealing gener-
or genteel state or manner XVI. - (O)F. ally with the earth; science of the earth's 
gentilite, f. gentil; see next and -ITY. crust, strata, etc. xvm. - modL. geologia; 

gentle d3e·ntl well-bmn; noble, generous see GEO-, -LOGY. So geolo·giCAL, geo·lo-
XIII (AncrR., RGlouc., CursorM.); tdomes- giST. I795· (jJ Geologia was used in medL. 
ticated, tame xv; tpliant, soft; mild XVI. by Richard de Bury for 'science of earthly 
- (O)F. gentil high-born, noble (in modF. things'; in modL. in our first sense in a 
pleasant, kind, agreeable),= Pr., Sp. gentil, work entitled 'Geologia Norwegica', r686, 
It. gentile:- L. gentili-s belonging to the and in the title of a work by E. \Varren, 
same gens or stock, (Rom.) belonging to a 1690, and in It. by Fabrizio Sessa, r687, for 
good family; see also GENTEEL, GENTILE. As the astrological influence of the earth. The 
sb. (arch.) one of gentle birth XIV (Ch.); larva present sense, which was made familiar in 
of the bluebottle, used for bait by anglers Eng. by James Hutton's 'Theory of the 
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GEOMANCY 

Earth', 1795, had appeared in modL. in 
'Geologia sive Philosophemata de Genesi 
ac Structura Globi Terreni', by Dethlevus 
Cluverus, 1700. 

geomancy d3h'lmrensi divination from 
signs derived from the earth. XIV (PPl., Ch., 
Maund.). -medL. ge6mantia; see GEO-, 
MANCY. Cf. F. geomancie (xv). 

geometry d3ia·mitri science dealing with 
magnitudes in space. xrv. - (O)F. geometrie 
- L. geometria- Gr. ge6metriii; see GEO-, 
-METRY. So geome·trrc XVII, geome·trrcAL 
xvr. - (O)F. geometrique, L. geometricus, 
Gr. ge6metrik6s. 

George d35.1d3 patron saint of England and 
of the Order of the Garter, an image of 
whom gives the name to the following things 
that bear it, viz. (i) jewel forming part of the 
insignia of the Order XVI (a joerge of dya
mondes); (ii) tsl., half-crown XVII or guinea 
(Yellow George) XVIII. - L. Georgius- Gr. 
Gei5rgios. 

Georgics d35·.xd3iks (pl.) title of Virgil's 
poetical treatise in four books on husbandry. 
XVI (G. Douglas). - L. ge6rgica- Gr. 
ge6rgikd, sb. use of n. pl. of ge6rgik6s, f. 
ge6rg6s husbandman, f. g~- (see GEO-) +*erg
in Gr. ergon WORK; see -ICS. 

geranium d3irei·niam genus of plants with 
fruit shaped like a crane's bill XVI; genus 
Pelargonium XVIII. - L. geranium- Gr. 
gerdnion, f. geranos CRANE. 

gerent d3e·r;mt (now chiefly in vicegerent) 
ruler. XVI. - L. gerent-, -ens, prp. of ge1·ere; 
see GESTATI0:-1, -ENT. 

gerfalcon d35·.xf5(l)bn large kind offalcon. 
XIV (ierfakoun, Wycl. Bible; preceded by an 
ex. of gerfauk). -OF. gerfaucon, nom. ger
faus, obi. -fauc, mod. gerfaut) = Pr. g(u)ir
faut, Cat. girijalch, gerijal, It. ger(i)falco 
-OFrank. *gerfalco (G.ger-,gierfalke)-ON. 
geirjdlki, the first el. of which is obscure; 
see FALCON. IJl The medL. forms gyrofalco, 
hierofalco, have led to unjustifiable attempts 
to relate the first syll. to L. gyriire GYRATE, 
and Gr. hieros sacred (cf. falco sacer SAKER) 
and hierax hawk. 

germ d3iilm rudimentary form. XVII. 
- (O)F. germe :- L. germen sprout, pro b. for 
41genmen (cf. Skr. jdnman- birth, origin), f. 
IE. •gen- produce, be born (see KIN, -GEN). 
Preceded by germen d3a·.xmen XVII (Sh.), 
which remains in botanical use. 

german d3a•.xm;)n closely related; now 
only in brother-, sister-, cousin-german. XIV. 
- (O)F. germain (in OF. also 'brother') = 
Pr. german, and as sbs. Sp. hermano, Pg. 
irmiio brother :- L. germanus genuine, real 
(as sb. germanus brother, germana sister), 
prob. for 41germtinus, f. germen GERM; see 
-AN. Cf. GERMANE. 

German d3a•.xm:m pert. to Germania or 
Germany; Germanic. XVI. - L. Germtinus, 
perh. of Celtic origin (cf. Oir. gair neigh
bour). The earlier names were Almain and 

GESTATION 

Dutch. IJl German Ocean_(the North Sea) tr. 
Ptolemy's Germiinikos Okean6s. So Ger
maniC d3a.xmre·nik. xvu. - L. Germanicus; 
cf. F. germanique, G. germanisch. 

germander d3ii.xmre·nda.x plant of the 
genus Teucrium. xv. - medL. germandra, 
-drea (cf. F. germandree, OF. gemandree), 
alteration of gamandrea (cf. G. gamander), 
var. of gamadrea, for chamedreos -late Gr. 
khamaidruon, earlier khamaidriis 'ground
oak', f. khamai on the ground ( cf. HUMUS)+ 
drus oak (cf. TREE). 

germane d3a.xmei·n closelyconnected. XIX. 
var. of GERMAN, due to an echo by Scott (who 
uses the sp.germain) of Sh. 'Hamlet' vii x6s, 
xst Folio more Germaine to the matter, Qo 
x6o3 more eosin german, Qo 1604 more 
Jerman. 

germinate d3ii·Jmineit sprout, cause to 
sprout. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. germiniire, 
f. germin-, germen; see GERM, -ATE 3

• So 
germinA'TION. xvr. - L. 

-gerous see -IGERous. 
gerrymander d3e·rimlmd:u, U.S. ge·ri

(orig. U.S.) manipulate election districts 
unfairly so as to secure disproportionate 
representation. 1812 (there are several tem
porary uses in U.S. about this date). f. 
name of Elbridge Gerry, governor of Massa
chusetts, who is related to have constructed 
a district map of the U.S.A. in which the 
shape of one district suggested to an artist 
the addition of head, wings, and claws; he 
exclaimed 'That will do for a salamander!', 
to which another retorted 'Gerrymander!' 

gerund d3e·rand verbal noun. XVI (Lilly). 
-late L. gerundium, f. gerundum, var. of geren
dum, gerund of gerere carry on (cf. GEST). 
So gerundiAL1 girA·ndial XIX; gerundiVE 
d3irA·ndiv adj. pert. to a gerund XVII; sb. 
gerund (cf. F. gerondif) xv; passive verbal 
adjective expressing 'to be -ed' XVIII. -
late L. gerundivus (sc. modus mood). 

gesso d3e·sou plaster of Paris used in paint
ing, etc. XVI. -It. gesso :- L. GYPSUM. 

gest d3est (arch.) pl. notable deeds; story, 
orig. in verse. XIII (Cursor M., Havelok, 
King Horn). -OF. geste, jeste- L. gesta 
actions, exploits, sb. use of n. pl. of pp. of 
gerere carry, carry on (cf. GESTATION). 

gestalt gafta·It (philos.). xx. G., 'form, 
aspect', deduced from MHG. ungestalt 
deformity, sb. use of adj. (OHG. ungistalt) 
mis-shapen, f. un- UN-1 -t-obs. pp. of stellen 
place (see STALL). 

gestation d3estei·fan carrying, being car
ried XVI (Eiyot); process of carrying young 
xvn. - L. gestatio(n-), f. gestare, frequent. 
f. gest-, pp. stem of gerere carry; the pre
sumed base *ges- has been tentatively con
nected with ON. kf!S heap (cf. L. agger) and 
kasta CAST. IJl From the same base are de
rived gest, gesticulation, gesture; congest, 
digest, suggest, with their sbs. ; gerund; con
geries; register; (vice-)gerent; -igerous. 
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GESTICULATE 

gesticulate d3esti•kjuleit make lively mo
tions with the body. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
gesticulari, f. gesticulus, dim. of gestus action, 
GESTURE; see -ATE 3

• So -A·TION. XVII. - L. 
gesture d3e·stJ;;,l tbearing, carriage xv; 

tattitude, posture; movement of the body 
xv. - medL. gestura, f. gest-, pp. stem of 
gerere (see GERUND). 

get get pt. got, pp. got, U.S. gotten g;)t, ~·tn 
obtain, procure; beget; succeed in coming 
or going to, etc. XIII; make oneself, become 
XVI. -ON. geta (pt. gat, gdtum, pp. getinn) 
obtain, beget, guess = OE. *gietan, etc. (see 
below) :-Germ. *getan, *gat-, *getum, *ge
tanaz, f. IE. base *ghed- (*ghod-) seize, 
found in L. prreda (:- *prreheda) booty, 
PREY, prredium estate (cf. PRJEDIAL), and 
with inserted nasal in L. prehendere lay hold 
of (cf. APPREHEND, etc.), Gr. khanddnein 
(aorist ekhadon) hold. q Except in Scand., 
the Germ. vb. appears almost exclusively in 
comps., e.g. OE. begietan,jorgietan, ongietan, 
undergietan perceive, understand, OFris. 
forjeta, urjeta forget, OS. bigetan, fargetan 
(Du. vergeten), OHG. ge::;::;an (in prp. ke::;
::;endi acquiring), bi-,jerge::;::;an(G. vergessen), 
Goth. bigitan; see further BEGET, FORGET. 

The orig. conjugation was repr. in literary 
use by get, gat, getten as late as XVI ; but pp. 
gotten (which survives dial. and U.S.) is 
found before I 400, by assim. to such schemes 
as stele STEAL, stal, stolen; the clipped form 
got of the pp., and the pt. got (based on the 
pp.), date from XVI. 

geum d3i·;;,m avens. XIX. modL. var. of 
greum (Pliny); as L. for 'avens' by Turner 
(XVI). 

gewgaw gjii·g5 paltry thing, plaything, 
trifle. xv (gwgaw; later guygaw, guegay, etc.). 
Of obscure origin; the phonology of ME. 
giuegoue (AncrR.) is uncertain, and a rare 
MDu. ghiveghave is of doubtful relevance. 

gey gei (Sc.) considerable, -ably. XVIII 
(Ramsay). var. of GAY. Cf. the similar use 
of jolly adv. (XVI). 

geyser gei·z;u, gai·z;u, gi·z;Jl gushing hot 
spring XVIII; water-heating apparatus XIX. 
- Ice!. Geysir proper name of a certain hot 
spring in Iceland, rel. to geysa (ON. geysa) 
gush. Cf. GUST. 

ghastly ga·stli tterrible, (now) suggesting 
the horror of death or carnage XIV ; spectre
like, death-like XVI; used advb. XVI. ME. 
gastlich, f. gaste terrify (perh. repr. OE. 
gfistan torment; cf. AGHAST)-'c--lich -LY1 ; 

the sp. with gh- (after GHOST) became cur
rent through Spenser. 

ghaut g5t mountain pass XVII; descent to 
a riverside, landing-place XVIII. - Hindi 
ghat (the development of meaning was in 
an order the reverse of their appearance in 
Eng.); applied pl. (the Ghauts) by Euro
peans to two mountain-ranges of India. 

ghazal, -el gre·zel species of Oriental lyric 
poetry. XVIII. - Pers. -Arab. ghazal. 

GWBERISH 

ghazi ga·z1 champion (against infidels). 
XVIII. -Arab. ghiizi, prp. of ghazii fight. 

ghee gi clarified butter made from buffalo's 
milk. XVII. -Hindi ghi :- Skr. ghritd-, pp. 
of ghri sprinkle. 

gherkin g5·lkin cucumberforpickling. XVII 
(girkin, Pepys). - earlymodDu. *(a)gurkkijn 
(now gurkje, augurkje), dim. of agurk, augurk, 
gurk (whence G. gurke, tgurken, taugurken, 
Sw. gurka, Da. agurk); ult.- Slav. word 
repr. by Slov. ugorek, angurka, Pol. og6rek, 
Russ. ogurets, deriv. with dim. suffix of late 
Gr. aggourion (whence Sp. tangurria, It. 
anguria, F. tangourie); ult. origin unkn. 

ghetto ge·tou Jewish quarter of a town, etc. 
XVII (Coryat). - It. ghetto = Pr. guet :- L. 
.!Egyptus Egypt. Hence in other Eur. langs., 
e.g. Russ. getto. 

Ghibelline gi·b;;,lin, -ain one of the im
perialist (anti-papal) party in medieval 
Italian politics. XVI (G. Harvey). -It. 
Ghibellino, supposed to be -G. Waiblingen 
name of an estate belonging to the Hohen
staufen family, said to have been used as a 
war-cry by partisans of the Hohenstaufen 
emperor Conrad III at the battle of Weins
berg, A.D. I 140. 

ghost goust soul, spirit OE. ; disembodied 
spirit XIV. OE. gast = OFris. gast, OS. gest 
(Du. geest), (O)HG. geist :- WGerm. *gaista 
:- *ghoizdos, which has been connected with 
Skr. hetjas anger, and the presumed base 
*ghois- *gheis- with ON. geisa rage, Goth. 
usgaisjan, usgeisnan terrify. The sp. with gh
is first recorded in Caxton's works and is 
there pro b. due to Flem. gheest; it became 
established late in XVI. See also HoLY 
GHOST. Hence gho·stLY1 • OE. gastlic. 

ghoul giil spirit preying on corpses. XVIII. 
-Arab. ghill. In F. gauZe. 

Ghurka see GURKHA. 
ghyll var. of GILL 3 • 

giant d3ahmt being of superhuman stature. 
XIII (RGlouc.). :.viE. geant (later infl. by the 
L. form)- (O)F. geant, tjaiant = Pr. jaian, 
It. dial. tzagante, etc. :-Rom. *gagante, for 
L. gigantem, nom. gigas- Gr. gigant-, gigas. 
q The L. form was directly repr. by gigant 
in OE. and later by gigant (xv-xvn). 

Giaour d3au;;,l non-Moslem, Christian. 
XVI (Gower),XVII (Jaour, Giaour). ult.-Pers. 
gaur infidel (pronounced by the Turks 
gjaur), var. of gebr GGEBRE. So in F. and G.; 
in It. giaurro. 

gib gib (name of) a cat. XIV (Gibbe our cat). 
Abbrev. of the name Gilbert (cf. Gibson). 

gibber d3i·b;Jl chatter incoherently. XVII 
(Sh.). imit. 

gibberish gi·b;JriJ, d3i·b- unintelligible 
speech, jargon. XVI. Earlier than gibber, but 
presumably to be connected, the ending 
being based on names of languages in 
-ISH1 • q Gyberyshe is found as a field-name 
in XI v ; cf. gimcrack. 



GIBBET 

gibbet d3i·bit gallows. xnr. - (O)F. gibet 
staff, cudgel, gallows, dim. of gibe staff, club, 
prob. of Germ. origin; see -ET. 

gibbon gi·ban long-armed ape, Hylobates. 
XVIII. -F. gibbon (Buffon), f. aboriginal 
name. 

gibbous gi· b;}s convex c. 1400; hump-backed 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). -late L. gibbiisus, 
f. gibbus hump. So gi·bboSEXVII, gibbosiTY 
-<>·siti c. 1400. 

gibe, jibe d3aib speak sneeringly. XVI. 
perh.- OF. giber handle roughly, mod. dial. 
kick (repr. in modF. by regimber buck, rear; 
cf. JIB), ofunkn. origin. Hence gibe sb. XVI. 

giblets d3i · blits tappendage XIV; ten trails 
xv; pl. eatable portions of a bird removed 
before cooking XVI ; odds and ends XVII. 
-OF. gibelet game stew, perh. for *giberet, 
f. gibier game; cf. Walloon gible d'awe goose 
giblets, F. gibelotte rabbit stew. 

gibus d3ai·bas opera hat. XIX (Thackeray). 
f. name of inventor. 

giddy gi·di tmad, foolish OE.; dizzy; 
easily distracted, flighty xvr. Peculiar to 
Eng. OE. gidig, var. of *gydig :- *guiJigaz, 
f. *guiJam GOD, the primary sense being 
'possessed by a god' (cf. OE. ylfig insane, f. 
relf ELF, and Gr. entheos ENTHUSIAST) j see-Y1 • 

gier-eagle d3ia·ri:gl vulture. XVII (A.V., 
Lev. xi 18 Gier-egle, Deut. xiv 17 Geer
eagle). f. geire (xvi)- Du. gier vulture (also 
in gier-arend 'vulture-eagle') = OHG. gfr 
(G. geier, also in geieradler), sb. use of gfri 
greedy. 

gift gift giving, thing given. XIII. -ON. 
gipt, corr. to OE. gift payment for a wife, pl. 
wedding, OFris. jejt, OS. sundar/gift privi
lege, MDu. gift, gifte (Du. gift fern. gift, 
n. usu. gif poison), OHG. gift fern. gift, 
poison (G. gift fern. gift, n. poison), Goth. 
fra/gifts espousal:- CGerm. *geftiz, f. *geo-, 
base of GIVE; see -T. There is no evidence 
that OE. gift survived, ME. Jift, yijt, yeft 
being app. itself a new formation on Jive, 
Jeve, on the model of the ON. word. 
(jf Attrib. in gift horse (xvii) ; cf. L. equi 
donati dentes non inspiciuntur (Jerome). 

gig1 gig A. tflighty girlxm (AncrR.); twhip
ping-top xv; tfancy, whim XVI (Nashe); 
(dial.) fun, glee (Mme D'Arblay); (dial.) 
odd person, fool XVIII; B. (in full gig-mill) 
machine for raising a nap on cloth XVI ; light 
two-wheeled one-horse carriage; light ship's 
boat XVIII. All these uses may be referred 
to the gen. notion of light or quick move
ment, which is also that of the later JIG; but 
the history of both words is obscure. 

gig2 short for jishgig, FIZGIG. XVIII. 
gigantic d3aigre·ntik tof a giant ; having 
the size of a giant. XVII. f. L. gigant-, gigas 
GIANT+-Ic. This form finally superseded 
contemp. or somewhat earlier tgigantal 
(- OF.),gigantean (f. L.giganteus, Gr. gigdn
teios), tgigantical, and tgigantine (- obs. F.). 

GILT 

giggle gi·gl laugh in a manner suggestive 
of foolish levity or uncontrollable amuse
ment. XVI. imit.; cf. Du. gi(e)chelen, LG. 
giggeln, MHG. gickeln, Russ. khikhikat'. 

giglet gi·glit twanton woman; giddy girl. 
XIV. perh. f. GIG1 +·LET. 

gigot d3i•gat (now Sc.) leg of mutton, etc. 
xvr. - F. gigot, dim. of dial. gigue (modPr. 
gigo) leg, f. giguer hop, jump, of unkn. origin. 

Gilbertian gilbii·Jtian pert. to or charac-
teristic of the humour and absurdity of 
the characters and situations in the 'Savoy 
Operas', written by William Schwenck 
Gilbert (1836-19II), with music by Arthur 
Seymour Sullivan (18f2-1900); see -IAN. 

Gilbertine gi-lb;\.1tain (canon or nun) be
longing to a religious order founded by St. 
Gilbert of Sempringham, c. lifO. XVI. 
- medL. Gilbertfnus, f. Gilbertus; see -INE1• 

gild1 gild cover with gold. OE. gyldan (in 
pp. gegyld GILT1 and comps. begyldan, ojer
gyldan) = ON. gylla :-Germ. *gulpjan, f. 
*gulpam GOLD. 

gild2 see GUILD. 
gill' gil organ of respiration in fishes. XIV. 
-ON. *gil (whence Sw. gal, tgel, Da. gjrelle) 
:- *geliz, rei. to ON. gjglnar fern. pl. 
whiskers of the mythical Fenris wold (cf. 
ODa.fiske/greln fish-gills):- *gelunaz, cogn. 
with Gr. khelune lip, jaw, kheflos lip. 

gill2 gil rocky cleft, ravine XI (in place
names), XIV (in literature); narrow stream 
XVII. - ON. gil deep glen, cogn. w. geil in 
same sense. The fanciful sp. ghyll was intro
duced by Wordsworth ('Evening Walk' Sf). 

gill" d3il ! pint. XIV. -OF. gille, gelle, in 
medL. gillo, gellus, late L. gello, gillo water
pot. (j[ The suggestion that Gilles Giles 
(cf. jackpot, jug) is the source ignores the 
e-forms. 

gill4 d3il lass, wench. xv. Short for Gillian 
- F.Juliane- L.Juliiina, orig. fern. adj. (see 
-AN) f. Julius, Roman gentile name. Cf. JILL. 

gillaroo gilarii• Ir. trout. XVIII. - Ir. giolla 
ruadh, i.e. giolla fellow ( cf. next) +ruadh RED. 

gillie gi·li attendant on a Highland chief 
XVII ; one who attends on a sportsman XIX. 
-Gael. gille lad, servant = Ir. giolla (see 
prec.). 

gillyflower d3i·liflaua.1 tclove XIV; clove
scented pink, wallflower, etc. xv. ME. gilofre 
(whence dial. gilliver), gerofle, altered (by 
assim. to flower) to geraflour (xv), gelyflour, 
jillyflower, July-flower (XVI) -OF. gilofre, 
girofle ( = It. garofano) :- medL. caryophyl
lum- Gr. karuophullon clove-tree, f. kdruon 
nut+phtillon leaf. 

gilt1 gilt gilded. XIV. OE. gegyld; see GILD1• 

Gilt-edged, orig. of writing-paper, in com
mercial use applied to 'paper' (i.e. scrip) of 
very high value XIX. Hence gilt tgilt plate 
xv; gilding XVI. f. the pp. as used in phr. 
of silver and gilt. 
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GILT 

gilt2 gilt young sow. XIV. - ON. gyltr :
•gul(io, rei. to grltr :- •galtuz, whence (dial.) 
galt (XIV); cf. OE. gealtborg swine, OHG. 
galza :- •galton, OE. gilte (ME. yelte, Devon 
dial. ilt), OHG. gelza (G. gelze), (M)Du. 
gelte :- • galtjon. 

gimbals, gymbals d3i·mbal (pl.) tjoints, 
links XVI; (naut.) self-adjusting bearings 
to keep articles horizontal XVIII. var. of 
GIMMAL. 

gimcrack d3i·mkrrek tfanciful notion, 
dodge; mechanical contrivance; knick
knack; tfop XVII; adj. trivial, trumpery 
XVIII. ME. gibecrake (xrv) per h. small orna
ment; pro b. altered by assoc. with jim-jam 
ttrifle, knick-knack (xv); but both elements 
are obscure. (j[ Gib(e)crack is found as a 
field-name XIII-XVI; cf. gibberish. 

gimlet gi·mlit boring-tool. XIV. -OF. 
guimbelet, dim. of the Germ. word which 
appears in Eng. as WIMBLE. 

gimmal d3i·m;)l finger-ring capable of 
being divided into two or more rings; (pl.) 
links in machinery. XVI. Later form (col
lateral with GIMBALS) of tgemel, tgemew XIV 
(pl. twins, Wycl. Bible; hinge; double ring; 
pl. joints, links). -OF. gemel, gemeau (mod. 
jumeau) :- L. gemellus, dim. of geminus twin 
(see GEMINI); another var. is (dial.) gimmer 
(cf. Sh. '2 Henry VI' I ii 4I). Cf. JU:'>IBLE 2

• 

gimp gimp kind of twist with a cord run
ning through it. XVII. - Du. gimp (whence 
also G. gimf, gimpj), of unkn. origin. 

gin1 gin (arch.) begin. XII (in ME. pt. gan 
was used as auxiliary, 'did'). Aphetic of 
beginne, onginne; see BEGIN. 

gin2 d3in tingenuity, craft, trick; (arch.) 
contrivance, esp. for snaring game. XIII 
(Orm, La3.). Aphetic- OF. engin ENGI;\iE. 

gin 3 d3in ardent spirit distilled from grain 
and malt. XVIII. abbrev. of GENEVA 2• 

gin4 d3in female Australian aboriginal. XIX. 
Native word; cf. ~.S. Wales dial. din. 

ginger d3i·nd3aJ hot spicy root. xm (La3., 
AncrR.). ME. gingivere, repr. a conflation 
of OE. gingifer(e), gingiber (which was di
rectly -medL.) with OF. gingi(m)bre (mod. 
gingembre) = Pr. gingevre, Cat. (a)gengibre, 
Sp. jenjibre, Pg. gengivre, Oit. gengiovo, 
zenzavero (mod. zenzero), Rum. ghimber
medL. gingiber, zingeber, L. zingiber(i)- Gr. 
ziggiberis - Prakrit sivgabera - Skr. f:T1Jga
veram, f. frtJgam HOIU'< + vera- body; so 
named from its antler-shaped root. (j[ A 
widely diffused word, prob. orig. based 
on an Asian name; the Arab. form with 
modified final syll., zanjabil, has spread 
through the Middle East and eastern Europe 
(e.g. Rum. zimrifil, Serb. dzenzefil); aphetic 
vars. are repr. by MHG. ingev.:er (G. ingwer), 
Russ. imbir', inbir', Pol. imbier. Hence 
gi·nger Yb. flavour with ginger; treat (a 
horse) with ginger, (hence gen.) spirit up. XIX. 

GIRASOL 

gingerbread d3i·nd3;)Jbred A. tpreserved 
ginger xm; B. cake flavoured with ginger, 
formerly often coloured and gilded ( cf. the 
phr. take the gilt off the gingerbread) xv; adj. 
tawdry, gimcrack XVIII. Earliest forms 
gingebras, gyngebre(e)de- OF. gingembras, 
-brat (whence MDu. gingebraes, late ON. 
gingibrd a) - medL. gingibratum, -etum, f. 
gingiber GINGER+ -dtum -ATE1 • The final 
syll. assumed a form resembling or suggest
ing bread, and for sense B the insertion of r 
in the second syll. completed the semblance 
of a compound ; forms of the type gingebread 
remained in Sc. 

gingerly d3i·nd3;)Jli telegantly, daintily, 
mincingly XVI ; very cautiously or reluctantly 
XVII; also adj. perh. f. OF. gensor, genzor, 
prop. compar. of gent GENT, but used also as 
a positive, 'pretty, delicate'. See-LY\ -LY 2• 

gingham gi·I)g;)m kind of cotton or linen 
cloth. XVII. - (prob. through Du. gingang) 
Malay ginggang, orig. adj. striped. (j[ The 
word has passed into the mod. Rom. and 
Germ. langs. 

gingili d3i·nd3ili E. Indian plant (Sesamum 
indicum) yielding an oil. XVIII. - Hindi, 
Marathi jingali. 

gingival d3i·nd3iv;:Jl of the gums. XVII. 
- modL. gingiva/is, f. L. gingiva gum; see 
-AL1• 

ginglymus gi·IJ-, d3i·I]glim;:Js (anat.) joint 
of which the motion is in only two directions. 
XVII. modL. - Gr. gigglumos hinge. Hence 
gi·nglymom. XVII. 

ginkgo gi·IJkgou Japanese tree with hand
some foliage. xvm. Jap.- Chinese yinhing 
'silver apricot'. (j[ Often mis-spelt gingko. 

ginseng d3i·nseiJ plant with medicinal root. 
XVII. - Chinesejen shen 'man image' (Giles), 
with allusion to the form of the root. 

gipsy, gypsy d3i·psi member of a nomadic 
race, called by themselves Romany, of 
Hindu origin, in XVI supposed to have come 
from Egypt XVI (Sh.); trogue; hussy, bag
gage XVII. Earlier forms tgipcyan, tgipsen, 
-son (Spenser), aphetic of EGYPTIAN (in the 
same use). The form gipsy may be directly 
- L. /Egyptius; cf. (by) Mary Gipcy (Skel
ton), i.e. Mary of Egypt, Maria .!Egyptiaca. 
Cf. Sp. gitano gipsy:- popL. •/Egypttinus. 

giraffe d3ira:f ruminant quadruped of 
Africa, formerly called camelopard. XVII. 
There are early forms depending on It. 
giraffa and OF. girafle, and occas. on Arab., 
e.g. ziraph (cf. OSp. azorofa), iarraff; the 
present form(- F. girafe, corr. to It. girajja, 
Sp., Pg. girafa- Arab. zarafah) was hardly 
established before XVIII ; in ME. gerfaunt 
and orafle occur. 

girandole d3i·r;:Jndoul revolving firework 
XVII ; branched support for candles xvm. 
- F. girandole - It. girandola, f. girare
late L. gyrdre GYRATE. 

girasol d3i'rasul variety of opal having a 
red glow in bright light. XVI. -F. girasol or 
its source It. girasole, f. girare (see prec.)+ 
sole SUN. 



GIRD 

gird1 ga.Id pt., pp. girt encircle; invest, en
due; fasten (on) as with a belt. OE. gyrdan 
= OS. gurdian (Du. gorden), OHG. gurten 
(G. giirten), ON. gyroa :- Germ. *gurojan; 
see GIRTH. Hence gi·rdER1 main beam sup
porting joists. XVII (Cotgr. s.v. solive). 

gird2 g·a.Id tstrike XIII (La3.); tthrust, 
impel XIII ; intr. rush (dial.) XIV ; gibe at XVI. 
Of unkn. origin. Cf. GRIDE. 

girdle1 ga· .Idl belt worn round the waist. 
OE. gyrdel (earlier gyrdels) = MDu. gurdel 
(Du. gordel), OHG. gurtil, -ila (G. giirtel), 
ON. gyriJill, f. •curajan GIRD1 ; see -LE1• 

Hence GIRDLE vb. XVI. 
girdle" ga·.Idl (Sc.) iron plate for baking 

cakes. xv. Metathetic form of GRIDDLE; 
cf. AL. girdella (xu). 

girl ga.Il tyouth or maiden XIII; female 
child XVI. The ME. vars. gurle, girle, gerle 
suggest an orig. ii, and an OE. •gyrela, 
*gyrele has been proposed, based on •cur-, 
repr. prob. in LG. gor n. boy, girl; but, as 
with boy, lad, and lass, certainty is not 
attainable on the evidence. 

giron see GYRON. 
girt ga.It surround, gird XVI ; take the girth 
of XVII. f. girt, var. (XVI) of GIRTH surviving 
in techn. uses, infl. by pp. girt of GIRD1• 

girth g:i.Ip band placed round the body of 
a beast of burden XIV ; measurement round 
a circumference XVII. ME. gerth- ON. 
gjt;ro girdle, girth, hoop(:- •cerou) =Goth. 
gairda girdle :-Germ. •cerdo. For other 
words derived from the vars. •card-, •curd
see GARTH, GIRD\ GIRDLE. 

gisarme d3i·zii.Im (hist.) kind of battle-axe 
or halberd. XIII. - OF. gisarme, guisarme 
(whence OSp., Pg. bisarma), Pr. juzarma, 
guisarma (whence It. tgiusarma) - OHG. 
getisarn, f. getan (G. jaten, tgaten) weed+ 
isarn IRON. 

gist d3ist (leg.) ground of an action, etc. 
XVIII ; substance or essence of a matter XIX. 
- OF. gist (mod. g£t), 3rd sg. pres. incl. of 
gesir lie(:- L. jacere), as in law- F. phr. cest 
action gist this action lies; cf. also phr. gesir 
en consist in, depend on. 

gith gi}:> plant of genus Nigella. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). (Also tgitte, tgit) - L. git, gith, gicti. 

gittern gi-t;~.In (arch.) early form of guitar. 
XIV. -OF. guiterne (perh. through MDu. 
giterne), obscurely rei. to CITHERN and 
GUITAR, 

GLADIOLUS 

due to Scand., the vowel reflecting OSw. 
giva, ODa. give. Cf. the phonetic history of 
GET. 

gizzard gi·z;ud second stomach of birds. 
XIV (Ch., tr. L. jecur, confused with OF. 
guisier). ME. giser (surviving as gysar till 
XVII) - OF. giser, gezier, juisier, also guisier 
(mod. gesier) :- Rom. •gicerium, for L. 
gigerium, only in pl. -ia. For the final d, 
which appears XVI, cf. tgarnard, var. of 
GARNER, and dial. sclzolard, var. of scHOLAR. 
An unexpl. var. gizzern, surviving dial., is 
of about the same age (XIV, Trevisa). The 
pronunc. with g- (not d3-) seems to be due 
to OF. guisier. 

glabrous glei·br;~s smooth. XVII. f. L. 
glaber hairless, bald (see GLAD)+-ous. 

glace glre·sei smooth and highly polished. 
XIX. F., pp. of glacer ice, give a gloss to, 
f. glace ice (see next). 

glacial glei·Ji;~l cold, icy; glass-like. XVII. 
-F. glacial or L. glacic:Ilis icy, f. glacies ice, 
rei. to gelidus GELID; see -ALI. 

glacier glre·si;~.I, glei·J;~.I river of ice in 
a mountain valley. XVIII (glaciere). -F. 
glacier, earlier glaciere (an Alpine word), f. 
glace ice :- Rom. "'glacia, for L. glacies (see 
prec.). t][Thence also G. gletscher, tgletzer 
(xvr). 

glacis glre·si, glei·sis sloping bank, (fortif.) 
sloping parapet. XVII. -F. glacis, f. OF. 
glacier slide, f. glace ice (see GLACIAL). 

glad glred tshining, bright; tcheerful, 
merry; full of joy; rejoicing OE.; suggestive 
of joy xvn. OE. gla!d = OS. glad (in camp. 
gladmod), ON. glaor bright, joyous. The 
orig. sense survives in OHG. glat (G. glatt) 
smooth; Germ. •claoaz is rei. to OS!. 
gladuku, L. glaber (:- •ghladhro-) smooth, 
GLABROUS. Hence gla·dsOME1• XIV (Ch.), 
t.lf Words with initial gl having 'shining, 
bright' as the basic sense are: glade, glare, 
glass, gleam, gleed, glim, glimmer, glimpse, 
glint, glister, glitter, gloaming, glow, glower. 

gladdon glre·d;~n (dial.) iris. OE. gla!dene 
- *gladina, f. L. GLADIOLUS. 

glade gleid open space in a forest (tspec. 
for snaring birds) XVI (More); tclear space 
in the sky xvr. Of unkn. origin ; cf. synon. 
tglode (xrv in alliterative verse, and once in 
XVII); perh. orig. 'bright sunny place' and 
f. base •clai- of GLEAM. 

gladiator glre·dieit;~.I in ancient Rome, one 
who fought with the sword at a public show. 
xv. - L. gladiator, f. gladius sword (pre
sumably of Celtic origin); see -ATOR. Cf. 
(O)F. gladiateur. So gla:diato·riAL XVIII, 
t-o·riAN xvu ; f. L. gladiatorius. 

give giv pt. gave geiv, pp. given gi·vn hand 
over OE.; intr. yield XVI. OE.giefan,gefan, 
pt. geaj, geajon, pp. giejen, gefen = OFris. 
jeva, OS. geaan (Du. geven), OHG. geban 
(G. geben), ON .geja, Goth.giban :- CGerm. 
•cefJan, •gaj, gll!aum, •ceaanaz, with no cer
tain IE. cogns. OE. g(i)efan was repr. by gladiolus glrediou·l;~s, gl;~dai·;~l;~s iridaceous 
ME. yive, yeve, yaj, yeven, which prevailed plant with sword-shaped leaves. XVI. - L. 
in southern and midland writings till xv; gladiolus (Pliny), dim. of gladius sword; 
the present form with initial g appears repr. in F. by glaieul; anglicized in the form 
c.uoo (in 'Ormulum' beside Jifenn) and is gla·diol(e) (xv-xrx). 

[399] 



GLADSTONE 

Gladstone glre·dst;m name of William 
Ewart Gladstone (r8o8-98), Eng. statesman, 
used attrib. or ellipt. to designate (i) French 
wine of which the importation was increased 
as a result of his reduction of customs duty, 
(ii) a kind of portmanteau. 

Glagolitic glregoli·tik name of the alphabet 
(of Gr. origin) in which early Sl. translations 
of the Bible and liturgical texts are written 
and which is still used by Slavs of the 
Roman obedience. XIX. - modL. glagoli
ticus (F. -itique, G. -itisch), f. Serbo-Croatian 
glagolica (c = ts), f. glag6l word (perh. in 
Sl. dial. letter); see -xc. 

glair glEa~ white of egg. xxv. - (O)F. glaire 
:- medL. g[area, obscure var. of *clarea (sb. 
use of fern. of L. adj. cldrus CLEAR), whence 
also Pr. clara, glara, Sp. clara, It. chiara. 
Hence glai·rY1 viscid, slimy. XVII. 

glaive gleiv tlance, spear XIII; thalbert; 
(arch.) sword, broadsword xv. - (O)F. 
glaive, tglavie tlance, (now) sword = Pr. 
glavi, glazi, presumed to be - L. gladius 
sword; but the sense 'lance' (which is also 
that of MHG., MDu. glavie) is not thus 
accounted for. 

glamour glre·ma~ magic, spell xvm ; magic 
beauty XIX. orig. Sc., brought into gen. 
literary use by Scott ; alteration of GRAMMAR 
with the sense of GRAMARYE. For the form 
with gl- cf. medL. glomeria (in magister 
glomerire title of a former official in the 
university of Cambridge), prob. -AN. 
*glomerie, for gramarie GRAMMAR. 

glance glans glide off an object struck; 
tmove rapidly xv; make a flash of light; 
flash a look XVI. The earliest forms glench, 
glence, glanch suggest an alteration of tglace 
(XIV) glance, glide(- OF.glacier; see GLACIS) 
by crossing with synon. tglent (XIII) and 
lanch, LAUNCH1 • Hence glance sb. swift 
oblique movement; flash, gleam ; hurried 
look. XVI. t.ll Perh. orig. two words. 

gland glrend secreting organ of the body. 
XVII. -F. glande, later form of OF. glandre 
(see next). 

glander gla·nda~ tglandular swelling xv; 
(pl.) disease of horses XVI. -OF. glandre :
L. glandulre pl. throat glands, swollen glands 
in the neck. 

glare glEa.I tshine with dazzling light XIII ; 
look fixedly and fiercely XVII. - MLG., 
MDu. glaren gleam, glare, prob. ult. rei. to 
GLASS. 

glass glas OE.glres = OS.glas,gles, OHG., 
G. glas :- WGerm. *gla·sam, of which a 
var. *glaza·m is repr. by ON. gler glass; 
prob. rei. to OE. glrer, MLG. glar amber, 
repr, the Germ. word adopted in L. as 
glesum, glresum (Tacitus, Pliny). 

Glaswegian glas-, glazwi·d3lan pert. to 
Glasgow, Scotland. f. modL. 

Glauber's salt(s) gl5·ba~z s~lt(s) sulphate 
of sodium. xvm. named after Johann 

GLEN 

Rudolf Glauber (r6o4-68), German chemist, 
by whom it was first artificially made. 

glaucoma gl5kou·ma (path.) disease of the 
eye marked by grey-green haze in the pupil. 
XVII. L. (Pliny) - Gr. glauk6ma, f. glauk6s; 
see next and -OMA. 

glaucous gl5·kas dull-green. XVII. f. L. glau
cus- Gr. glaukds bluish-green or grey+ -ous. 

glaze gleiz fill with glass xxv; cover with a 
vitreous substance xv. ME. glase, f. obi. 
form of GLASS. Hence gla·ZIER1• XIV. 

gleam glim (orig.) brilliant light; (now) 
subdued or transient light. OE. glrem (:
*glaimiz), corr. to LG. glem, OHG. gleimo 
glow-worm, and rei. to OS. glimo brightness, 
OHG. glimo glow-worm, MHG. glimen 
shine, glow, and further to GLIMMER. Hence 
gleam vb. XIII (w. midi.). In ME. both sb. 
and vb. occur mainly in alliterative use. 

glean glin gather reaped com. XIV. -OF. 
glener = Pr. glenar :-late L. (Gallo-Roman) 
glennare (vr), prob. f. Gaulish *glenn- :
Celtic *glendn- (in Oir. dighlaim :- *dii
glendsmtz). 

glebe glib soil, earth; field; portion of land 
attached to a benefice. XIV. - L. gliiba, 
glfiba clod, land, soil; cf. Pol. gleba, Russ. 
glyba clod, and see GLOBE, 

glede, gled glid, gled (arch., dial.) kite, 
· Milvus regalis. OE. glida, corr. to MLG. 

glede, ON. gleoa :-Germ. *glioon (*gleoon), 
f. *glio-, weak grade of *glioan GLIDE. 

glee gli tplay, sport; tminstrelsy, music 
OE. (unaccompanied part-song, of Eng. 
origin, with one voice to each part XVII); 
mirth, rejoicing XII. OE. gleo, glio = ON. 
(rare) gly :- *gliujam (not repr. in other 
Germ. langs.) ; it was variously treated in OE. 
as glieg-, glig-, gliw-, gleow-, nom. gliio, the 
two last giving ME. glew and gle. Not used 
by Sh. exc. in the comp. gleeful (once, 'Tit. 
And.' II iii I 1 I), nor by Milton; marked obs. 
by Phillips (17o6); ace. to J., 'not now used 
except in ludicrous writing, or with some 
mixture of irony and contempt'. 

gleed glid (arch., dial.) ember. OE. gliid = 
OFris. gliid, OS. glad- (Du. gloed), OHG. 
gluot (G. glut), ON. gl6o :-Germ. *gloiJiz, 
f. base of GLOW. 

gleek glik card-game of which three court
cards of the same rank is a special feature. 
XVI. -OF. glic, also ghelicque- MDu. ghelic 
(mod. gelijk) LIKE\ perh. the immed. source. 

gleet glit slimy matter, phlegm XIV; morbid 
discharge xvx. ME. glet, Sc. glit- (O)F. 
glette slime, filth, (now) litharge, of unkn. 
origin. The present form was not in com
mon use till XVII ; its development is unexpl. 

glen glen mountain valley. xv. In early use 
Sc. glen; taken up by Spenser in the forms 
glenne, glinne; in gen. Eng. use the form glen 
dates from mid-xvm. - Gael., Ir. gleann, 
earlier glenn = W. glyn. t.ll tGlinnes, tglins, 
repr. Ir. pl. gliann. 
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GLENDO VEER 

Glendoveer glendouvia·J beautiful sprite 
in Southey's quasi-Hindu mythology. r8ro. 
Alteration of grandouver in Sonnerat's 
'Voyage aux Indes orientales' (I78z-I8o6), 
which prob. repr. Skr. Gandharvas semi
divine being. 

glengarry glengre·ri Highland cap. XIX. 
f. name of a town in Inverness, Scotland. 

Glenlivet glenli·vit variety of Scotch 
whisky. XIX. f. Glenlivet in Banffshire, 
Scotland, the place of manufacture. 

glenoid gli·noid (anat.) pert. to a shallow 
cavity on certain bones. xvm. -F. gtenoide 
- Gr. glenoeidis, f. gUne ball or pupil of the 
eye, (in Galen) shallow joint-socket; see 
-om. 

glib glib (dial.) smooth and slippery XVI; 
ready and fluent XVII. rei. to synon. tglib
bery, corr. formally to Du. glibberig, MLG. 
glibberich (LG. glibbrig), f. base *gllfi- (cf. 
OHG. gleif sloping); for expressive gl- cf. 
next. 

glide glaid pass easily or smoothly. OE. 
glidan pt. glad, glidon, pp. gliden = OFris. 
glida, OS. glidan (Du. glijden), OHG. glitan 
(G.gleiten) :- WGerm. *glii!an, ofwhichno 
cogns. are known (the short base is repr. by 
OE. glid(d)er slippery). 

glim glim light, candle, lantern. XVII. orig. 
in canting lang. ; perh. shortening of GLIM
MER or GLIMPSE. t.l[ Earlier sporadic exx. are 
of doubtful meaning or status. 

glimmer gli·m;:u tshine brightly XIV (Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight); shine faintly 
xv. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. glimra, 
Da. glimre, to which corr. (M)HG., Du. 
glimmern); f. Germ. '*'glim- '*'glaim-; see 
GLEAM, -ER4 • Hence gli·mmer sb. XVI. 
t.l[The present currency of the sb. may be 
due to Sh. 

glimpse glimPs thave faint vision XIV 
(glimsing, Ch.); (arch.) shine faintly or inter
mittently xv; (from the sb.) see momenta
rily or partially XVIII. deriv. of the base of 
GLIMMER, perh. repr. an OE. *glimsian = 
MHG.glimsen :-WGerm. *glimisojan. Hence 
glimpse sb. XVI (in Sh. 'Hamlet' 1 iv 53 the 
glimpses of the Moone the earth by night). 

glint glint move quickly, esp. obliquely; 
shine with flashing light. XIV. Not common 
till XVIII (Burns), but glint sb. is used by 
Wyatt; alteration of earlier (dial.) glent (xm) 
in both the above senses and that of 'look 
askance', prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. 
dial. gliinta, glinta slip, slide, gleam); cf. 
GLANCE. 

glissade gli-sad sliding movement. xrx. 
-F. glissade, f. glisser slip, slide; see -ADE. 

glisten gli·sn shine with twinkling light. 
OE. glisnian, f. base of glisian ( = OFris. 
glisa, MLG. glisen), f. Germ. "'glis-, exten
sion of *gli-, repr. by ON. gljd shine, which 
has been connected with Gr. khliaros warm. 

GLORIA 

glister gli·stal (poet., dial.) glitter. xrv. 
carr. to and prob. - MLG. glistern, (M)Du. 
glisteren, f. Germ. '*'glis-; see prec. 

glitter gli·tal shine with brilliant tremulous 
light. XIV. -ON. glitra = MHG., G. glitz
ern, sparkle, frequent. (see -ER4) f. Germ. 
*gUt-, in OS.glitan, OHG.gli:;an (G.gleissen) 
shine, 0 N. glit brightness, glita shine, Goth. 
glitlmunjan (of clothes) shine bright; IE. 
'*'ghleid- '*'ghlid- appears in Gr. khlidi luxury. 

gloaming glou·mil) evening twilight. xv 
(Wyntoun). In the literary language an 
early-XIX adoption from Sc. writers. 

gloat glout tlook askance or furtively XVI 
(Laneham) ; tcast amorous glances XVII ; 
gaze with intense satisfaction (over, upon) 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin; not; known to J,, who 
quotes 'Teach .. her deluding Eyes to gloat 
for You' (Rowe, 'Jane Shore' IV i) with the 
remark 'This word I conceive to be igno
rantly written for gloar', i.e. glare, glower; 
but it was used by many distinguished 
writers, being perh. taken up from some 
dialect in which it may have been adopted 
from Scand. (cf. ON. glotta grin, Sw. dial. 
glotta peep, carr. to (M)HG. glotzen stare). 

globe gloub spherical body; the earth. XVI. 
- (O)F. globe or L. globus, rei. to gleba GLEBE 
and referred by some to a base *gel- roll to
gether, stick, which, with various forma
tives, is held to be repr. in CLAY, CLEAVE\ 
CLEW,CLIMB,CLOT,CLUB,CLUMP,andAGGLU
TINATE, (CON)GLOMERATE, GLUE. Hence 
glo·bAL1 • xx. So glo·bOSE. xv (rare before 
Milton). - L. glo·bous. xvn. -F. tglobeux 
or L. globOsus. globulAR glo·bjul;u. xvn. 
f. L. globulus, dim. of globus; freq. used 
as the adj. of globe rather than of globule. 
glo•bULE small spherical body. xvn. -F. 
globule (Pascal) or L. globulus. 

glomerate glo·mareit (bot.) compactly clus
tered. XVIII. - L. glomertitus ; cf. CONGLO
MERATE, GLOBE. 

gloom glum look sullen; (of the sky, etc.) 
lower XIV; make dark XVI; look dark XVIII. 
Late ME. gloum(b )e; the earliest evidence is 
predominantly north. ; for the vocalism cf. 
ROOM (ME. roum). Of unkn. origin; Con
tinental forms based on a base *'glum- de
noting 'muddy', 'turbid', 'foggy' are remote 
in sense. Hence gloom sb. (Sc.) sullen look 
XVI; darkness, obscurity XVII (Milton; occurs 
nine times in his poems; pro b. back-forma
tion from gloomy); melancholy state XVIII. 
gloomY1 glu·mi dark, obscure XVI (Sh.); 
sullen, depressed XVI (Marlowe); depress
ing, dismal xvm. 

Gloria gl5·ria short for the liturgical Gloria 
Patri (et Filio et Spiritui Sancto) Glory be 
to the Father (and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost), Gloria in excelsis Deo Glory to 
God in the highest, and Gloria tibi Domine 
Glory be to thee, 0 Lord. XIII. 
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GLORY 

glory gl5·ri tboastful spirit (see VAIN
GLORY); resplendent beauty; splendour (in 
religious lang., of God, heaven, the saints) 
XIII; exalted praise or honour XIV; halo, 
nimbus xvn. -OF. (AN.)glorie- L.gloria. 
OF. glore, (also mod.) gloire was repr. by 
rare ME. gloire and gen. Sc. glor, gloir XIV
XVII. So glo·ry vb. exult, tboast. XIV. - L. 
gloritiri, f. gloria. glo·riFY. XIV (R. Rolle). 
- (O)F.- ecclL. glo·rious. xm. -AN. 
glori(o)us, OF. glorieux- L. gloriosus; cf. 
INGLORIOUS, VAINGLORIOUS. 

glory-hole gl5·rihoul (sl.) cell to which 
prisoners are brought on the day of trial; 
(colloq.) receptacle for a disorderly col
lection of things; (techn.) small furnace in 
which goods are re-heated in glass-making. 
XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

gloss1 glos superficial lustre. XVI. Ofunkn. 
origin; words of corr. form are Du. gloos 
glowing, gleaming, Sw. dial. glossa gleam, 
glow, Ice!. glossi blaze, but no point of con
tact has been established; glass was used as 
a syn. in XVI, and it is poss. that gloss is a 
modified form of it. Hence gloss vb.l (infi. 
by GLOSS 2

) give a specious appearance to, 
smoothe over. XVII. glo·ssv1 • XVI. 

gloss• glos interlinear or marginal explana
tion; (sophistical) interpretation. XVI. re
fash. of GLOZE after L. glossa. 

glossary glo·s~ri collection of glosses. XIV. 
- L. glosstirium, f. glossa GLoss•; see -ARY. 
Hence glo•ssarisT. xvm (T. Warton). 

glosso- glo·sou, gloso· rarely glotto-, comb. 
form of Gr. glossa, glotta tongue, language 
(cf. GLoss 2), as inglosso·GRAPHER (Gr. glosso
grdphos), -GRAPHY XVII, gloSSO'LOGY science 
of language XVIII, glotto·LOGY XIX. 

glottis glo·tis opening at upper part of the 
trachea and between the vocal chords. XVI. 
- modL.- Gr. glottis, f. glotta, var. of glOssa 
tongue. Hence glo·ttAL1 applied to per
cussive sounds made 'when the glottis is 
suddenly opened or closed on a passage of 
breath or voice' (Sweet). 

glove glAv covering for the hand. OE. glof 
corr. to ON. gloji, by some taken to be:
Germ. • galofo, -on, f. ""ga- Y- +base of 0 N. 
loft (whence ME., Sc. looj), Goth. lofa hand. 

glow glou emit (bright) light. OE. glOwan, 
recorded only in prp. glowende and pt. gleow, 
str. vb. corr. to the weak vbs. OS. glojan 
(Du. gloeien), OHG. gluoen (G. gliihen), ON. 
gloa; f. '~~glo- (cf. GLEED):- IE. '~~ghlO-, "'ghle-, 
whence W. glo (:- *ghlowo-) coal, Lith. zleja 
twilight. Hence glow·-worm insect, Lam
pyris noctiluca, the female of which emits 
a green light. XIV (Bozon); cf. G. gliihwurm. 

glower glau;u (Sc.) stare with wide-open 
eyes XVI (Dunbar, Lyndesay); scowl xvm. 
perh. Sc. var. of synon. (dial.) glore (xiv), 
the earlier sense of which seems to be 'shine, 
gleam', perh.- LG. gloren or Scand. (cf. 
Ice!. glOra gleam, stare), rei. to GLOW. 

GLUTION 

gloxinia gloksi·nia Amer. tropical plant. XIX. 
modL., named by L'Heritier after B. P. 
Gloxin, who described the plant in 1785. 

gloze glouz flattery, deceit, pretence XIII 
(RGlouc.); comment, gloss XIV. - (O)F. 
glose- medL. glosa, for L. glossa word need
ing explanation, the explanation itself- Gr. 
glossa tongue, language, foreign language, 
foreign as obscure word. Cf. GLoss•. So 
gloze vb. talk speciously XII! ; tgloss, ex
plain; explain away XIV (PPI., Gower). 
- (O)F. gloser gloss, explain. AL. glossare. 

glucinum gliusai·n~m (chem.) beryllium. 
XIX (Davy, r8I2); f. gluci·na,latinizedform 
of F. glucine (Vauquelin, 1798), f. Gr.glukzis 
sweet; see -INE5• tJf Gr. vis abnormally repr. 
by u in these words ; contrast GLYCERINE, 
GLYCO-, 

glucose gliu·kous (chem.) grape-sugar; 
sugar of the formula C6H 120 6 • r84o. -F. 
glucose (1838 in 'Comptes Rendus de l'Aca
demie des Sciences' VII), irreg.- Gr.gleakos 
must, sweet wine, rei. to glukli.s sweet; see 
-osE2

• Hence glu·cosmE. 

glue glii cementing substance. XIV. -(O)F. 
glu = Pr. glut :- late L. gliitem, gliis, for L. 
gluten (cf. GLUTINOUS), rei. to Gr.g[oiii,gloid, 
gliti, gloios glue, Lett. gltwe mucus, Lith. 
glitus slippery; f. IE. '~~gloi- "'glei- '~~gli- stick, 
see CLEAVE\ etc., and GLOBE. Hence glue 
vb. XII!. - (O)F. gluer. glu·ey. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); see -Y1, 

glum glA,Ill sullen, looking dejected. xvr. 
rei. to (dial.) glum vb. frown, scowl (xv), var. 
of tglom(e); tgloumbe, GLOOM; for the vocal
ism cf. thumb :- OE. puma. 

glume gliim (bot.) husk. xvm. - L. gliima 
:- *gliibmti, f. '~~gliib- (as in gliibere shell) 
'~~gleubh- (see CLEAVE 2). 

glut glAt feed to repletion, overload with 
food. xrv. Earliest forms gloute, glotte, 
glotye, prob.- (O)F. gloutir swallow (with 
causative sense perh. developed in AN.) :
L. gluttire (see GLUTTON). 

gluteus gliuti·as (anat.) any of the three 
muscles forming the buttock. XVII. modL., 
f. Gr. gloutos rump, rei. to GLOBE, CLOT, 
CLUE. 

gluten gliu·t~n talbuminous element of 
animal tissues XVI ; sticky or viscid substance 
XVII; (chem.) nitrogenous part of flour XIX. 
- F. gluten (Pare) - L. gliiten GLUE. So 
glu·tinous gluey. XVI. - (O)F. glutineux or 
L. gliitinosus. glutino·SITY. XIV. - medL. 

glutton glA ·tn A. gormandizer XIII (Ancr R.) ; 
B. voracious animal, Gulo luscus, wolverene. 
XVII. -OF. gluton, gloton (mod. glouton) = 
Pr. gloton, It. ghiottone :- L. glutto(n-) 
(whence OF. glouz, Pr. glotz, It. ghiotto), 
rei. to gluttire swallow, gluttus greedy, and 
further to gula throat; cf. Russ. glot throat 
(:- '~~glutu), glotdti swallow (:- '~~gliUati). 
Hence glu·ttonous. xxv. 



GLYCERIN(E) 

glycerin(e) gli·sarin, -in sweet syrupy 
liquid obtained from oils. XIX. -F. glycerin 
(Chevreul), f. Gr. gluker6s sweet, rei. to 
synon. glukus (cf. LIQUORICE), of which the 
comb. form in gen. use is glyco- glai·ko(u), 
instead of glycy-. Chemically glycerin is an 
alcohol and its systematic name is glycerol 
(see -or.). Its discoverer, K. W. Scheele 
(1779), named it 6lsi1ss 'oil-sweet'. 

glyconic glaib·nik name of a Gr. lyric 
metre. xvn. - F. glyconique- late L. gl)!co
nius- Gr. gluMneios, f. Glukon, name of a 
Gr. lyric poet; see -Ic. 

glyph glif (archit.) "~o-ertical channel in a 
frieze. xvm. -F. glyphe- Gr. gluphif carv
ing, rei. to gluphein (see next); cf. TRIGLYPH. 

glyptic gli·ptik pert. to carving. XIX. -F. 
glyptique or Gr. gluptik6s, f. gl!iptes carver, 
f. gluphein carve, rei. to CLEAVE 2 ; see -Ic. 

gn- initial cons.-combination common to all 
Germ. langs. and still retained in most of 
them with the pronunc. gn, but reduced to 
n in standard Eng. and in all dials. except in 
gnat and gnaw in some Sc. areas. 

gnarled nii.Ild knobby, knotty. 1623. Once 
in Sh. ('Measure for Measure' II ii II6, for 
which the sole authority is the First Folio), 
and taken up thence by early-XIX writers. 
var. of '*'knarled, "knurled, f. knarl, knurl, ex
tensions of knar (xm) rugged rock, knot in 
wood, knur, knor (xv) hard excrescence, 
corr. to MLG., MDu., MHG. knorre (Du. 
knor, G. knorren) knobby protuberance, rei. 
to OHG. chniurig knobby, rough, MHG. 
kniir(e) knob, knot, rock, blow, buffet, prob. 
ult. f. Germ. "knus- strike, knock (OE. 
cnossian, cnyssan dash, knock, OHG. cnussen 
press, ON. knosa bruise, beat). 

gnash nreJ strike the teeth together. xv. 
Alteration of tgnacche (xrv) or tgnast (xm), 
which had an early var. tgnaist- ON. base 
of echoic origin, repr. by gnastan, gnastran 
(also gnistan, gnfstran) gnashing of teeth, 
gneista emit sparks, gnesta crash, clatter. 

gnat nret small two-winged fly. OE. gnrett, 
corr. to LG. gnatte, G. dial. gnatze, rei. to 
MLG. gnitte, G. gnitze. 

gnathic nre·]Jik, nei·]Jik pert. to (the alveolus 
of) the jaws. XIX. f. Gr. gndthos jaw (cf. 
CHIN)+·IC. 

gnathonic nei)J:>·nik parasitical. xvrr. - L. 
gnathonicus, f. Gnatho(n-) - Gr. gndthon, 
used as proper name of a parasite, f. gndthos 
jaw; see prec., -IC. So tgnatho·nrcAL. xvr. 

gnaw n5 pt. gnawed n5d, pp. gnawed (from 
XVIII), gnawn n5n bite persistently. OE. 
gnagan, pt. gnog, pp. gnagen = OS. gnagan, 
OHG. (g)nagan (G. nagen), ON. gnaga; pa
rallel forms with initial k are in OS., OHG. 
knagan (Du., G. dial. knagen), with a corr. 
Eng. form knaw (xv-xvu); distant cogns. are 
found in Av. aiwilynixta gnawed, Lett.g1iega 
eating with long teeth ; ult. imit. 

gneiss nais, gnais (geol.) kind of meta
morphic rock. XVIII. -G. gneiss, perh. rei. 

GOAL 

to OHG. gneisto (= OE. gniist, etc.) spark, 
the rock being named from its sheen. 

gnomic nou·mik pert. to general maxims. 
XIX. -Gr. gn6mik6s (perh. through F. 
gnomique), f. gni5me opinion, judgement, f. 
*gno-; see KNow, -Ic. So gno·mrcAL. xvu. 

gnomon nou·m;,n indicator, esp. of a sun
dial; tnose; part of a parallelogram remain
ing after a similar one is taken from one 
corner (from the resemblance to a carpenter's 
square 1). xvr. -F. gnomon or L. gnomon 
- Gr. gniJmon inspector, indicator, car-

penter's square, f. *gn6-; see KNOW. 
gnosis nou·sis higher knowledge of spiritual 

mysteries. xvm. - Gr. gn6sis investigation, 
knowledge (cf. I Tim. vi 20), f. "gno- KNOW. 
gnostic n;,·stik adj. cognitive, intellectual 
xvu (Stanley); sb. one of a sect of early 
Christians claiming gnosis xvr. - ecclL. 
gnosticus (sb. pl. Tertullian)- Gr. gn6stik6s 
(Plato, Aristotle), f. gn6st6s, f. *gn6-; see -Ic. 

gnu nu, nju S. African quadruped, the 
wildebeest. XVIII. ult. - Kaffir nqu, prob. 
through Du. gnoe; so G. gnu. 

go gou pt. went (see WEND; repl. OE. eode 
YODE), pp. gone gim twalk; move along, 
proceed. OE. giitz, pres.gii,g:Est,g:Ep, pl.giip, 
pp.gegiin = OFris.giin, gen, pres. 3 sg.get(h), 
geith, pp. gen, OS. -gan, in ful/gan accom
plish (Du. gaan), OHG. gan, pres. gam, gas, 
gat, games, gat, gant and gen, pres. gem, ges, 
etc. (G. gehen), Crim-Gothic geen (not in the 
Gothic of Wulfila). As is shown by the 
OHG. pres. inflexions, orig. a vb. in -mi, {. 
Germ. *gai-,"g:E- :-IE. "ghe(i)-,prob. repr. 
in Gr. kfkhemi (:- *ghighemi) I reach, Skr. 
jdhati ( :- *ghegheti) leaves, forsakes, jlhite 
flees; the relation to GANG is uncertain. The 
sense 'walk' is preserved in go·-cart (xvu) 
framework on rollers designed to help chil
dren to walk. Hence go-o·FF (sl.) start; orig. 
U.S. XIX. 

goa gou·a Tibetan antelope. XIX. -Tibetan 
dgoba. 

goad goud pointed rod for driving cattle. 
OE. gad = Lombard gaida arrow-head :
Germ. *gaido, of which the IE. "ghai- (as 
in Gr. khaios, khaion shepherd's staff) is the 
basis, as also of OE. gar spear = OS., OHG. 
ger, ON. geirr :- CGerm. *gaisaz (in Goth. 
in proper names, e.g. Hariogaisus 'army
spear'). The north. form is repr. by Sc. gaid 
bar of metal (xv-xvu), but in ME. the un
related gad(- ON. gaddr) is the commoner 
word, with the meanings of goad and gaid. 

goal goul terminal point of a race; (in foot
ball), posts through which the ball is driven 
XVI. perh. identical with ME. gal boundary, 
limit (recorded once in Shoreham's works 
XIV), which may have survived colloq. in 
some local game; this indicates a possible 
OE. *gal obstacle, barrier, perh. rei. to OE. 
g:Elan hinder; but the absence of any record 
of this sb. or its equiv. in other Germ. langs. 
(ON. geil GILL2 being too remote in sense) 
makes this deriv. quite uncertain. 

0 



GOAT 

goat gout ruminant of the genus Capra. 
OE. gat she-goat (the male being called 
bucca BUCK1 and gtitbucca), pl. get, ME. geet 
= OS. get (Du. geit), OHG. gei; (G. geiss), 
ON. geit, pl. geitr (whence north. ME. geet, 
geit, get(t)), Goth. gaits:- CGerm. "'gaitaz, 
rel. to L. h::edus kid:- IE. "'ghaidos. t1J The 
sexes begin to be distinguished by he- and 
she- in late XIV, Hence goatEE· 2 (U.S.) 
beard resembling the tufted beard of a he
goat. XIX. goatsucker gou·tSA:k;u night
jar. XVII. tr. L. caprimulgus (f. capra goat+ 
mulgere milk), itself tr. Gr. aigotMlas (f. 
aigo-, afx goat+theldzein suck). 

gob g<>b lump. XIV (Wycl. Bible; also 
goubbe,gubbexvr).- OF.gobe,goubemouth
ful, lump (mod. gobbe food-ball, pill), f. gober 
swallow, gulp, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Gael. gob beak, bill, Ir. gob bill, mouth, 
whence pro b. Sc. and north. Eng. gob mouth 
XVI). Cf. GOBBET. 

gobang goubre•IJ Japanese game. XIX. 
- Jap. goban, said to be -Chinese k'i pan 
chessboard. 

gobbet g<>·bit portion, fragment; lump of 
food, etc. XIV. -OF. gobet, dim. of gobe 
GOB j see -ET. 

gobble1 g<>·bl swallow hurriedly. XVII (Hol
land). prob. of dial. origin f. GOB-i--LE3• 

gobble 2 g<>·bl make the characteristic noise 
of a turkey. XVII, imit., but perh. suggested 
by prec. 

Gobelin g<>·b;~lin, l:gobH: epithet of tapestry 
made at Gobelins, state factory in Paris, 
named after its founders. XIX. 

goblet go·blit drinking-cup. XIV. - (O)F. 
gobelet, dim. of gobel, of unkn. origin; see -ET. 

goblin g<>·blin mischievous and ugly sprite. 
XIV. pro b. -AN. "'gobelin (recorded in F. 
XV and surviving in Norman dial.), medL. 
gobelfnus (XII, in Ordericqs Vitalis as the 
name of a spirit haunting Evreux, France); 
pro b. appellative use of a proper name, dim. 
of Gobel (now Gobeau), which appears to be 
rei. to Kobold (see COBALT). t1J Connexion 
with medL. cobalus mountain sprite (Agri
cola), Gr. kobtilos rogue, mischievous goblin 
invoked by rogues, cannot be upheld. 

goby gou·bi fish of the genus Gobius. XVIII 
(Pennant). - L. gobius, var. of cobius- Gr. 
kobi6s some small fish; cf. GUDGEON. 

god, God g<>d superhuman being wor
shipped, deity; the Supreme Being, the 
Deity. OE. god (pl. godu n., godas m.) = 
OFris., OS. (Du.) god m., OHG. got (G. 
gott) m., ON. god n., heathen god, guo m. 
and n., God, Goth. gup (pl. guda n.). A 
CGerm. "'guo- points to IE. *ghut-, pp. 
formation of uncertain origin, but prob. f. 
"'ghu-, repr. by Skr. hil invoke the gods (cf. 
purulhiitds 'much invoked', as an epithet of 
Indra). Hence go·ddESs1 xrv; go·dFATHER, 
-MOTHER, -DAUGHTER, -soN late OE. god
f::eder, -modor, -dohtor, -sunu; cf. GOSSIP; 

GOGGLE 

go·dcHILD XIII; cf, OE. godbearn. go·d
HEAD XIII. God's ACRE churchyard XVII. 
-G. Gottesacker 'God's seed-field', in which 
the bodies of the dead are 'sown' (cf. Cor. 
xv 36-44) in hope of the Resurrection. god
send g<>·dsend welcome but unexpected 
thing. XIX. for tGod's send (xvii) alteration 
of ME. goddes sand God's message, dis
pensation, or ordinance (OE. sand message, 
messenger, rei. to SE:<rD). GodsPEE·D. xv 
(Henryson). f. phr. God speed 'May God 
prosper' (one). See also GOOD-BYE, GOOD
EVEN. t1J There are many euphem. perver
sions of God in oaths and asseverations, 
several of which are inserted here in their 
alphabetical places; they may be classified 
as those (i) in which g and dare retained, as 
gad, gawd, ged, gud; (ii) in which g is re
tained, but the rest of the word is modified, 
as gar, gog, golly, gol-, gosh, gaw-, gor-, goy-, 
gum; (iii) in whichg is replaced by c, as cock, 
cod, cor, or by d, as dod (also in dodrot); (iv) 
in which the initial cons. is dropped, as od, 
ud; (v) in which a syll. repr. a prep. is pre
fixed, as beg ad, be gar; bedad; adad, adod, 
agad, ecod, egad, icod, igad; (vi) containing 
the possessives, usu. with other peculiarities, 
as ads, ods, uds; cocks, cads, cuds; gads, gars, 
gogs,goles, guds; (vii) in which the possessive 
is reduced to s, as 'sblood, 'sbodikins, 'sdeath, 
'slid, swounds (zounds); (viii) in which God 
is reduced to d, as drat (so drabbit). A few 
of these, as cock, gog, are of late-ME. date; 
of the remainder some half-dozen are re
corded from XVI, the rest are of various 
dates from XVII onwards. The name is also 
abbreviated, as in by G- (also sp. Gee), 
also G-d. 

godetia godi·Jia genus of hardy annuals. 
XIX. f. name of C. H. Godet, Swiss botan
ist; see -IA1• 

godown gou·daun warehouse, store. XVI 
(godon). - Pg.gudao- Malay godong,padong, 
perh. - Telugu gi(iangi place where goods 
lie (Tamil kidaizgu), f. ki(iu lie. 

godwit ga·dwit marsh-bird resembling the 
curlew. XVI (Turner, by whom it is used in 
latinized form godwitta, with an obscure syn. 
fedoa). Of unkn. origin; the occas. vars. in 
-wipe, -wike do not suggest a solution. 

t1J Casaubon in x6x x rendered the word by 
L. Dei ingenium, i.e. 'God's wit'. 

goffer gou•f;~~, g<>•-make wavy, crimp. XVIII. 
-F. gaufrer impress with a pattern-tool, f. 
gaufre honeycomb, pastry made on a mould, 
impressed pattern, AN. walfre- MLG. 
Wiijel; see WAFFLE, WAFER. 

goggle g<>'gl (dial.) squint, roll the eyes or 
the head. XIV. prob. frequent. of a base 
"'gog, expressive of oscillating movement; 
cf. jog, joggle, and see -LE3• So go·ggle• 
eyed. XIV (in Wycl. Bible, Mark ix 47, tr. 
Vulgate luscus squinting). Hence go·ggle 
sb. tsquint, stare XVII; (pl.) the eyes; 
spectacles XVIII. 



GOIDEL 

Goidel goi·d;~l Celt of the branch repre
sented by the Irish and the Highlanders of 
Scotland. XIX. - Oir. Goidel; see GAEL. 
Hence Goide·lrc. 

goitre goi·t;J~ morbid swelling of the neck. 
xvu (Gouitres of Sauoye; the goistre of Pied
mont). - F. goitre (dial. gouitre), either (i) 
- Pr.goitron {also in OF.) :-Rom. *gutturio
nem, f. L. guttur throat (see GUTTURAL), or 
(ii) back-formation from F. goitreux :- L. 
*gutturiiisu-s adj. 

goldam, etc. (U.S.) see GOD and cf. GOLLY. 
gold gould the most precious metal. OE. 
gold= OFris., OS., OHG. gold (Du. goud, 
G.gold), ON.goll,gull, Goth. gulp :-CGerm. 
*gulpam :- IE. *gh!tom (whence also OSl. 
zlato, Russ. z6loto), f. *ghel- YELLOW-t-pp. 
suffix *-to- (as in colour-names such as Lith. 
geltas yellow, bdltas white, Skr. hdritas 
yellow). The name silver also is common 
to Germanic and Slavonic. The pronunc. 
giild continued till XIX. t1[ Finn. kulta was 
an early adoption from Germ. The flower
name gold (OE. golde) which survives in 
MARIGOLD, is presumably a deriv. of this 
word. Hence golden gou·ldn. xm; super
seding tgilden, OE. gylden; see -EN3 • In 
various collocations immed. tr. L. aureus, 
e.g. g. age XV (L. aurea :etas), g. mean XVI 
(L. aurea mediocritas, Horace), g. number XVI 
(medL. aureus numerus), g. rule t(math.) the 
rule of three XVI; the precept of Matt. vii I2 
XVII (also g. law XVII). go·ldFINCH. OE. 
gold fine; so Du. goudfink, G. goldfink. go·ld
SMITH. OE. 

golf g;>lf, g;>f ancient ball-game of Scotland. 
xv (golf, gouff). Of unkn. origin; there are 
difficulties of form and use in the way of 
the commonly given deriv. from (M)Du. 
kolf club, bat. t1[ The pronunc. g;>f is an 
Eng. attempt to imitate Sc. g;>uf. 

golgotha g;>·lg;~p;~ graveyard. XVII. - Vul
gate L. - Gr. golgothd - gogol]Jii, Aram. form 
of He b. gulgolep skull; see CALVARY. 

goliardic gouliii·~dik descriptive of the 
ribald poetry of a class of clerkly authors 
(goliards), who in XII-XIII were supposed to 
be named after a certain Golias; OF. goliard 
means 'glutton', f. gole (mod. gueule) :- L. 
gula gluttony. t1[ In ME. occur gulardous 
(R. Mannyng) and goliardeys (Ch., PPI.) for 
goliard (used by Caxton), and gulyardy for 
their works (XIV). 

golliwog g;>·]iw:lg fanciful invented name 
for a grotesque doll. XIX (Bertha Upton, of 
U.S.A.). perh. suggested by golly, Negro 
perversion of God (XIX), and polliwog (dial. 
and U.S.) tadpole. 

golly g;>·]i (orig. U.S.) substitute for GoD 
in excls. XIX; cf. gales XVIII (Fielding) and 
U.S. goldam, -dam, -dasted for goddam, 
-blasted. 

golosh see GALOSH. 
goluptious g;~IA·pJas 

Strang, r8s6). perh. 
tuous. 

luscious. XIX (John 
perversion of volup-

GOOD 

gombeen g;>mbi·n (Anglo-lr.) usury. XIX. 
- Ir. gaimbin, ace. to Whitley Stokes, repr. 
a deriv. of OCeltic *krp.bion, whence medL. 
cambium CHANGE. 

gom(b)roon g;>m(b)rii·n Persian pottery. 
XVII. f. name of a town on the Persian Gulf. 

-gon, repr. Gr. -gonos -angled (cf. KNEE), in 
heptagon, hexagon, pentagon. 

gondola g;>•nd;J];> light flat-bottomed boat 
of Venice. xvr. -(Venetian) It. gondola 
(whence F. gondole, G. gondel, etc.), f. 
Friulian gondola rock, roll (cf. It. dondolare 
swing, rock). So gondolrE·R. XVII. -F. -It. 

gonfalon g;>·nbl:ln banner, ensign. XVI. 
-It. gonfalone = F. gonfalon, later form of 
gonfanon (whence go·nfanon xm) = Pr. 
gonfano - Germ. *gundfano ( = OE. giipfana, 
ON. gunnfani), f. *gund- :-Germ. *gunpio 
war+fano banner (FANON). So gon
falonrE·R. XVI. -F. gonfalonier, It. gon
faloniere. 

gong g;>IJ metallic disk producing musical 
notes when struck. XVII. - Malay g6ng, 
gtlng, of imit. origin; whence also Sp. gongo, 
F., G. gong. Also gong-gong. XVIII; so G. 

Gongorism g;>"IJg;~rizm affected diction, 
akin to euphuism, introduced into Sp. litera
ture by the poet Gongora y Argote (rs6x
r627). XIX. See -ISM. 

goniometer gouni;>·mlt;~~ instrument for 
measuring angles. XVIII. - F. goniometre, 
f. Gr. gonia angle + metron measure; see 
KNEE, -METER. 

gono- g;>·no(u), before a vowel gon-, repr. 
Gr. gonos generation, offspring, semen (see 
KIN), in scientific terms. 

gonoph g;>"n:lf (slang) pickpocket. XIX 
(Dickens). - Heb. ganniibh thief. 

gonorrhrea g;mon·;~ inflammatory dis
charge from urethra or vagina. XVI. -late L. 
-Gr. gonorrhoia, f. gonos semen (see KIN)+ 
rhoia flux, rei. to rhein flow (see STREAM). 

goober gii·b;~.r peanut. XIX. - Angolese 
nguba. 

good gud the most general adj. of com
mendation. OE. god = OFris., OS. god 
(Du. goed), OHG. guot (G. gut), ON. g6llr, 
Goth. giips :- CGerm. *goiJaz, f. var. of the 
base *gaiJ- bring together, unite, as in 
gaderian GATHER, the primary sense being 
'fitting, suitable' (cf. OS!. goditi be pleasing, 
godit suitable time, Russ. godnyj suitable). 
Compared BETTER, BEST j adv. WELL. See 
also GOODS. Hence goo·dLY1 comely, fair 
OE.; notable in size XIII (LaJ.); excellent, 
proper XIV (Ch.); kindly (in modSc. of 
fairies) XIV. goo·dMAN, as a compd. (i) male 
head of a house XIV (householder, husband 
XVI); (ii) tprefixed to designations, names 
of yeoman, etc., (hence) yeoman, Scottish 
laird XVI. Similarly (dial.) goo·dWIFE XIV; 
cf. GOODY1 • goodwill gudwi·l tvirtuous 
disposition; favourable regard, benevolence 
OE. ; cheerful acquiescence XIII; privilege 
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GOOD-BYE 

granted by the seller of a business to the 
purchaser of trading as his successor XVI. tr. 
L. bona voluntas, F. bonne volontt!. 

good-bye gudbai· farewell. XVI. Early 
forms God be wy you, God buy'ye, God b'uy, 
Godbuy, contr. of phr. God be with you or 
ye, with later substitution of good for God, 
after good day (xm), good night (XIV, Ch.). 
So (dial.) good even (xv), orig. God give you 
good even (see EVEN1), variously reduced to 
God dig you den, God ye gooden (Sh.), Gud 
devon, Godden (Sh.), Good den. 

goods gudz (pl.) property, possessions xm 
(Cursor M.) ; merchandise, wares xv. Super
seded synon. use of sg. good (XII); partly 
after ON. goas, g. sg. of g6iJ (n. of g60r) used 
as an indecl. sb. in the sense 'property', 
partly after L. bona, sb. use of n. pl. of bonus 
good; cf. synon. (O)F. biens (c. I300). 

goody1 gu·di lowly form of address to a 
(married) woman. XVI. Hypocoristic f. 
GOODWIFE i cf. huzzy. 

goody2 gu·di sweetmeat. xvm. Also re
dupl. goody-goody (Swift); f. GOOD, after 
F. BONBO!'I. See -Ys. 

goody8 gu·di weakly or sentimentally good. 
XIX ('Whose goodness, or (if I may be 
allowed to coin a word, which the times, if 
not the language, requires) whose goodi
ness •• .', Coleridge). f. GOoD+-Y6

• Also 
redupl. goo·dy-goo·dy c. 1870, earlier 
goody-good (Carlyle). 

googly gii·gli (orig. Australian) in cricket, 
a ball that breaks from the off. xx. Of 
unkn. origin. 

Goorkha see GuRKHA. 

gooroo, guru gu·rii Hindu spiritual teacher. 
XVII (Purchas). -Hind. f?uru teacher, Hindi 
guru priest, sb. use of Skr. gurus weighty, 
grave, dignified (see GRA'\'E3). 

goosander giis!!!·nd;~.I the bird Mergus 
merganser. XVI! (gossander, Drayton, Ray). 
prob. f. GOOSE + second el. of bergander 
sheldrake (XVI), which prob. repr. ON. 
andar-, nom. pnd duck, pl. andir (cf. DRAKE2). 

goose giis pl. geese gis bird of the genus 
Anser and allied genera. OE. gos, pl. ges = 
OFris., MLG. gos, (M)Du., OHG., G. gans, 
ON. gds :- CGerm. *gans- (Sp. ganso im
plies Goth. "gansus) :- IE. *ghans-, whence 
also L. mzser (:- "hanser), Gr. khiin, Skr. 
hatisds m., harisi fern., Av. zao, Lith. zqsls 
goose, Oir. gt!is swan. Cf. L. ganta (Pliny) 
wild goose, of Germ. origin, whence OF. 
jante, Pr. ganta, and GAN!'IET. G] One of the 
few bird-names (cf. crane, drake, sparrow, 
thrush) of IE. age; pro b. ult. of imit. origin. 

gooseberry gu·z-, gii·zbari edible berry of 
thorny species of Ribes. XVI. The first el. 
may be an alteration (by unexpl. assim. to 
goose), of forms such as (dial.) grosl!'l' (xvr) 
and gozell (xvn), repr. remotely (O)F. 
groseille, tgrozelle, of disputed origin; but 
immed. deriv. from GOOsE+ BERRY is poss. 

GORMANDIZE 

gopher1 gou·f;~.I the wood of which Noah's 
Ark was built. XVII (A.V.). Heb. 

gopher• gou·fa.t (orig. U.S.) land tortoise 
XVIII; pouched rat (Geomys, etc.); ground 
squirrel XIX. Said to - Canadian F. gaufre, 
a use of the word meaning 'honeycomb', 
with ref. to burrowing habits; but this is 
very doubtful (magofer occurs earlier in the 
first sense). 

gorblimy g5.tblai·mi (vulgar) for God blind 
me. XIX. See GOD (jf (ii). 

gorcrow g5·.Ikrou (chiefly dial.) carrion 
crow. xvu (Jonson). f. GORE1 +cRow1• 

gore1 g5;~.I tdung, filth OE.; blood shed 
(and clotted) XVI. OE. gor = (M)Du. goor 
mud, filth, OHG. gor, ON. gor cud, slimy 
matter, rei. to Oir. gor, \V. gor matter, pus. 

gore• g5a.I triangular piece of land OE.; 
skirt front, petticoat XIII ; triangular piece, 
spec. of cloth XIV. OE. gara = OFris. gara, 
MDu. ghere (Du. geer), OHG. gero (G. 
gehre), ON. geiri, rei. to gar spear (a spear
head being triangular). Cf. GYRON. 

gore3 g5::~.I tstab XIV; pierce with the horns 
XVI. Of unlm. origin; early Sc. and north. 
gorre (XV-XVI) seems to rule out a seemingly 
obvious deriv. from gore spear (OE. gar). 

gorge g5.Id3 throat XIV; crop of a hawk xv; 
contents of the stomach (phr. one's gorge 
rises) XVI; neck of a bastion xvn; ravine 
XVIII. - (O)F. gorge throat = Pr. gorga, 
gorja, Sp. gorga food of hawks, It. tgorga 
throat :-Rom. "gurga, for L. gurges whirl
pool (cf. GURGITATION). Hence gorge vb. 
fill the gorge (of). xrv. 

gorgeous g5·.Id3;;~s richly adorned, sumptu
ously splendid. xv. Early forms gorgayse, 
gorges, gorgyas- OF. gorgias fine, stylish, 
elegant (xv), of unkn. origin; assim. in end
ing to words in -Eocs. 

gorget g5·.Id3it throat armour xv; wimple, 
necklace XVI. - OF. gorgete, f. gorge throat, 
GORGE; see -ET. 

gorgio g5·.1d3iou gipsies' name for one who 
is not a gipsy. XIX (Borrow). Romany; in 
G. gadsclzo, in Sp. gacho. 

gorgon g3·.Ig;~n terrible- or repulsive-look
ing person. XVI. Generalized use of the 
proper name Gorgon - L. Gorgon-, Gorg6 
-Gr. Gorg6, f. gorg6s terrible, rei. to (O)Ir. 
garg savage, Gael. garg fierce, angry, OS I. 
(Russ.) grozd terror. 

gorgonzola g5.Ig;~nzou·l;~ cheese named 
from a village near Milan, Italy. XIX. 

gorilla g;~ri·l;;~ largest anthropoid ape. XIX. 
Adopted by Thomas Savage in 1847 as the 
specific name of the ape Troglodytes gorilla; 
from Gr. gorilla (only in ace. pl.), occurring 
as an alleged African name of a wild or hairy 
man (prop. the female) in an account of 
Hanna's voyage (v or VI B.c.). 

gormandize g;j•Jm;mdaiz eat gluttonously. 
XVI. f. tgormandize sb. gluttonous feeding 
(xv) - (O)F. gourmandise, f. gourmand; see 
GOUR.'VIAND, -IZE. 



GORSE 

gorse g5.Is prickly shrub, Ulex europreus. 
OE. gars, gorst, which has no immed. Germ. 
cogns., but points to IE. base "'ghrzd- be 
prickly or rough, repr. in L. hordeum barley 
(:- *ghrzdejum) and so rei. to Gr. krithd, 
OHG. gersta (G. gerste) barley :- "'gherzdii. 

gorsedd g5·.Iseil meeting of Welsh bards 
and druids, esp. as preliminary to the 
eisteddfod. XVIII. \V., 'throne, tribunal', 
lit. 'high seat'. 

gosh gof Deformation of Goo used in oaths. 
XVIII (earlier tgosse XVI). Cf. LOSH. 

goshawk go·sh5k large short-winged hawk. 
OE. goshafoc, f. gas GOOsE+hajoc HAWK; cf. 
ON. gdshaukr. 

Goshen gou·J;}n (allus.) place of plenty or 
of light. XVII. See Gen. xlvi, xlvii, Ex ix 26. 

gosling g;rzlil) young goose. xv. orig. 
gesling- ON. gmslingr (Sw., Da. gtisling), f. 
gds GOOSE; assim. (xv, Lydg.) to Eng. goose; 
see -LING1• 

gospel go·spOJl the 'good tidings' proclaimed 
by Jesus Christ; any of the four books 
written by the Evangelists ; portion of any 
of these read at the Eucharist OE. ; some
thing 'as true as the gospel' XIII ; something 
'to swear by' as doctrine to be believed XVII. 
OE. gJdspel, i.e. god GOOD, spel news, tidings 
(SPELL), rendering of ceciL. bona annuntia
tio, bonus nuntius, used as literal renderings 
of ecciL. evangelium, Gr. •vayy€.\wv EVANGEL 
( cf. Goth. ]>iu]>spillon <vayye.\<cr9a,, preach 
the gospel, f. ]>iu]> good, spillon announce; 
see SPELL). The normal shortening of the 6 
and the apparent appropriateness led to the 
identification of the first syll. with GoD, 
which is reflected in all the forms adopted 
in the Germ. langs. of peoples evangelized 
from England, viz. OS. god spell, OHG. got
spell, qN. guo-, goospfall; in ME. goddspel 
occurs m the MSS. of La3amon's 'Brut' and 
goddspell in the 'Ormulum'. Hence go·s
peller (which illustrates various uses of 
-ER1), OE. godspellere, f. godspel or the corr. 
vb. g6dspellian, tone of the four evangelists 
(OE.-XVII); tgospel-book, evangeliarium xv; 
one who recites the Gospel at the Eucharist; 
one who professes the faith of the gospel, 
esp. fanatically (hot-gospeller) XVI. 

goss g<>s (sl.) hat. XIX. Short for gossamer, 
trade name of a light silk hat, c.183o-so. 

gossamer go·somo.I fine film spun by 
spiders esp. in autumn. XIV (gosesomer, gos
samer). (]The earliest forms suggest deriv. 
from coosE+suMMER1, but the allusion is 
obscure, and is not cleared up by the synon. 
Continental forms, e.g. G. altweiber-, 
madchen-, J'.1echtildesommer (old women's, 
girl's, Matilda's summer), G. sommerjaden, 
Sw. sommartrdd (summer threads). 

gossip g;>·sip tsponsor at baptism OE. ; 
tfamiliar acquaintance XIV; idle talker, 
tattler XVI; (from the vb.) tittle-tattle, easy 
talk XIX. Late OE. godsibb, corr. to ON. 
guosefi godfather, guosijja godmother (OSw. 
guzsowir m., gu]lsiff, gudzsoff fern.), comp. 

GOVERN 

of GOD and SIB denoting the spiritual affinity 
of the baptized and their sponsors. Hence 
go·ssip vb. be or act as gossip XVI (Sh.) ; 
talk idly xvrr. go·ssipRED (hist.) affinity of 
sponsors XIV; by Scott and others used for 
'gossiping, gossip'. 

gossoon g<>sii·n (Anglo-Ir.) youth, boy, 
lackey. XVII. Alteration of tgarsoon (xvu), 
earlier tgarsoun- (O)F. garr-on; see GAR<;:ON. 

got, gotten see GET. 
Goth go]:> name of a Gem1anic tribe promi
nent in Europe A.D. m-v, or their language 
(a member of the East Germanic group). 
OE. Gota, usu. in pl. Gotan, was superseded 
in ME. (XIV, Ch.) by the adoption oflate and 
medL. Gothi pl. = Gr. Gothoi, Gotthoi 
pl.- Goth. *Gut6s or *Gutans pl. (cf. Gut 
]>iuda the Gothic people). So Go·thic 
pert. to the Goths; tGermanic, Teutonic; 
tmedieval, romantic, of the Dark Ages; spec. 
of the stvle of architecture characterized 
particularly by the pointed arch (Evelyn); 
tbarbarous, savage (Dryden); black-letter 
(type). xvn.- F. gothiqueorlateL. Gothicus. 
Cf. Suroconiic. 

gouache gwaf water-colour painting with 
opaque colours. XIX. -F.- It. guazzo. 

gouge gaud3, giid3 chisel with concave 
blade. xv (goodg). - (O)F. gouge = Pr. goja, 
Sp. gubia, Pg. goiva, It. gubbia :-late L. 
gubia, gulbia (Vegetius, Isidore), perh. of 
Celtic origin (cf. Oir. gulba sting, W. gylf 
beak, Com. gilb borer). Hence gouge vb. 
XVI. 

goulash gii·laf stew of steak and vegetables 
xrx; re-deal in contract bridge xx. -Magyar 
gulydshus, f. gulyds herdsman+hus meat. 

gourd g5;ud, gu;lld fruit of cucurbitaceous 
plants. XIV (R. Mannyng). -AN. gurde 
(\Villiam of Wadington), OF. gourde, repr. 
ult. L. cucurbita (Columella, Pliny). 

gourmand guo·.1mond, !lgurmii tglutton 
xv; (as F.) judge of good feeding xvm. 
- (O)F. gourmand, of unkn. origin. 

gourmet guo·Jmei, /igurme connoisseur in 
the delicacies of the table. XIX. -F. gourmet 
(earlier pi. grommes) twine-merchant's assis
tant, wine-taster, infl. in sense by GOUR
MAND. 

gout gaut disease orig. so named from the 
notion of the dropping of morbid matter 
from the blood into the joints. XIII. - OF. 
goute (mod. goutte) drop, gout :- L. gutta 
drop, in medL. applied to various diseases 
marked by 'defluxion of humours'. Hence 
gou·tv1• xv (Hoccleve). 

govern gA·vom rule with authority XIII; 
direct, regulate, sway XIV; (of grammatical 
regimen) XVI. -OF. governer (mod. gouver
ner) = Pr., Pg. governar, Sp. gobernar, It. 
got•ernare :- L. guberniire steer, direct, rule 
-Gr. kubernan steer. So go·vernANCE. XIV. 
-OF. go·vernEss1 xv (Caxton). Shorten-
ing of tgoverneress (XIV, Ch.); see -Ess1• 

go·vernMENT. xvr. - (O)F. go•vernoR1• 



GOWAN GRAIN 

XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. governeor (mod. gradino, dim. of grado step, GRADE; cf. F. 
gouverneur)- L. gubernt'itor. gradin (xv11). gradual grre·dju;)l, -d3-

gowan gau·;)n (Sc. and north.) chiefly pl., tgraded, in steps XVI; proceeding by degrees 
applied to various yellow and white field XVII. - medL. graduiilis, f. L. gradus step, 
flowers. XVI. prob.alterationof(dial.)gollan GRADE. (G. Psalms, Ps. cxx-cxxxiv, entitled 
(XIV) ranunculus, caltha, chrysanthemum, Song of Degrees in A.V., Vulg. canticum 
which is prob. rei. to gold in MARIGOLD, graduum, tr. Heb. shir hamma'aloth, the 

meaning of which is disputed.) Also sb. 
gowk gauk (dial.) cuckoo XIV; fool, half-wit (eccl.) portion of the Eucharistic office be-

XVII. - ON. gaukr = OE. geac, OFris., OS. tween the epistle and the gospel, orig. recited 
gak, OHG. gouh (in MHG. fool, G. gauch) on the steps of the ambo. XVI. - medL. 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *gaukaz, of imit. graduate, n. of gradualis used sb.; cf. GRAIL1 • 

origin (cf. OHG. guckon call cuckoo). graduATE gne·djuat, -d3- adj. and sb. 
gown gaun loose robe. XIV. -OF. goune, (one) who has been admitted to a university 
gon(n)e = Pr., OSp. gona, It. gonna :- degree. xv. - medL. gradutitus, pp. (used 
late L. gunna fur garment (cf. Byz. Gr. sb.) of gradudrf take a degree, f. gradus. 
gouna fur, fur-lined garment). Hence gradus grei·d;)s (pl. graduses) short for 
gow·nsMAN (earlier tgownman) tadult Gradus ad Parnassum (steps to Parnassus), 
Roman XVI (tr. L. togt'itus 'gowned men'; L. title of a dictionary of L. prosody used 
see TOGA); civilian)( soldier; lawyer, clergy- as an aid to versification. XVIII. (j] Words 
man; university man XVII. formed on the same base (the ultimate 

grabt grreb grasp suddenly or greedily. xvr. relations of which are doubtful) are aggres-
prob. - MLG., MDu. grabben, to which sian, congress, digress, egress, ingress, progress, 
there is a frequent. formation, Du, LG. regress, transgress; degree; ingredient. 
grabbeln scramble for a thing, whence pro b. Grrecism, Grecism gri·sizm Greek idiom 
(dial.) gra·bble (xvr) grope, scramble, etc.; or style. XVI. -F. gnicisme or medL. Gr<e-
f. *grab-, per h. modification of the base. cismus, f. Gr<ecus GREEK; see -ISM. So 
of GRIP\ GRIPE, GROPE. Grre·CIZE, Gre"CIZE. XVII. - L. Gr<ecizare. 

grab• grreb large coasting vessel used in Grre·co-, Gre·co-, mod. comb. form of L. 
the East. XVII. -Arab. ghurilb raven, galley. Gr<ecus. xvn. 

grace greis favour xn ; prayer of blessing graffito, pl. -i gnefi·tou drawing or writing 
or thanksgiving xm (till XVI usu. pl., repr. scratched on a wall. XIX. - It. graffito, f. 
F. graces, L. griitire); pleasing quality xrv. graffio scratching, perh. new formation on 
- (O)F. grace = Pr., Sp. gracia, Pg. gra{:a, graffiare scratch, itself f. graffio in the sense 
It. grazia, semi-pop.- L. gratia, f. griitus 'hook' - Germ. *kriippon (see GRAPE), of 
pleasing (see GRATEFUL). So graciOus which a parallel nasalized var. is repr. by 
grei·J"s. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. gracious CRAMP. 
(mod. gracieux), corr. to Pr. gracias, etc. graft1 graft shoot inserted in another stock. 
- L. grt'itiosus. Hence gra·ceFuL1 in casual xv (Catholicon Anglicum). Alteration, 
use from xv till late XVI, when the present with parasitic t, of tgraff (xrv, Trevisa)-
senses begin. gra·ceLESS. XIV (PPI., Ch.). OF. grafe, grefe, (also mod.) greffe- L. 

grackle grre·kl bird of any genus orig. in- graphium- Gr. graphion, graphefon stylus, 
eluded in Gracula. XVIII. _ modL. grticula, f. grdphein write (see GRAPHIC); the transf. 

fern. formed to corr. to L. griiculus jackdaw ~~ ~:;n~~gs:a;:~Jig~~~dx~: ~lt::::;f!~i~ 
(for the expressive combination of g and r tgraff XIV (PPI., Wycl. Bible), f. the sb. 
cf. GARRULOUS). 

d • graft• graft (orig. U.S.) means of making 
gra atlon gr;)dei·J;}n t(rhet.) climax; illicit profit; dishonest gains; (political) 

t;~~d~t1e~~~!sr~~~~; ~bi:~t ~;x (i{~~w!:ti): bribery. XIX. Of unkn. origin; per h. exten-
- L. gradiitio(n-), f. gradus step; see -ATION sion of dial. sense 'work' of graft (cf. job). 
and cf. F. gradation. grade greid tangular grai11 greil (eccl.) gradual. XIV. ME. grael 
degree XVI; step, stage, DEGREE xvm. - L. -OF. grael :- ecclL. gradtile, for graduale 
gradus step, or derived F. grade (which is GRADUAL. 
partly- It. grado). Hence as vb. tin pp. grail• greil platter used by Jesus Christ at 
admitted to a degree XVI; arrange in grades the Last Supper, in which Joseph of Ari-
XVII. -grade greid adj. suffix repr. L. mathea is said to have received his blood at 
-gradus stepping (f. base of gradus step, the Crucifixion. XIV. ME. greal,graal- OF. 
gradi step, walk), as in retrogradus RETRO- graal, grael, greel, greil :- medL. gradiilis 
GRADE, tardigradus TARDIGRADE; hence in dish, of unkn. origin. Cf. SANGREAL. 
modL. formations, as digitigradus, planti- grain1 grein A. small hard particle XIII; 
gradus. gradient grei·di;}nt amount of granular texture; tberry, grape; seed, spec. 
inclination (of a road) to the horizontal, of corn or cereal XIV; smallest Eng. unit of 
c.183o. pro b. f. grade with ending suggested weight xvr (Recorde). B. kerrnes, which was 
by salient; not connected with the adj. thought to consist of seeds or berries (phr. 
tgradient walking (xvii). gradine gr;}di·n in grain; cf. !!'!GRAINED); (fast) dye XIV. In 
set of low steps or seats one above another; A- OF. grain, grein (mod. grain) = Pr. 
shelf at the back of an altar. XIX. - It. gran, Sp., It. gt·ano, Pg. griio GRAM1 :- L. 

[4o8] 



GRAIN 

granum COR."11 ; in B- (O)F. graine = Pr., 
Sp., It. grana :-Rom. *grana fern., orig. pl. 
of granum n. 

grain 2 grein tfork of the body XIII (Cursor 
M.); (dial.) prong of a fork XV (pl. as sg., 
also grainse; fish-spear with prongs XIX); 
(dial.) bough XVI. -ON. grein division, dis
tinction, branch (Sw. gren, Da. green), of 
unkn. origin. 

grallatorial grrelat5·rial (ornith.) wading. 
xrx. f. modL. grallatorius, f. L. grallator 
walker on stilts, f. grallm stilts (*grad(s)la, f. 
base of gradus step, GRADE); see -ATOR, -IAL. 

gralloch grre·lax disembowel. XIX. - Gael. 
grealach entrails. 

gram1 grrem chick-pea. XVIII. - Pg. tgram, 
griio :- L. granum GRAIN!. 

gram 2 var. of GRAMME. 
-gram grrem repr. Gr. grdmma something 

written, letter of the alphabet, rei. to grdphein 
write (cf. GRAPHIC) in (i) words directly de
rived from Gr., as ANAGRAM, DIAGRAM, EPI
GR'\M, PROGRAM(ME), or modelled on Gr. 
types, as CHRONOGRAM, LOGOGRAM, (ii) 
words compounded with a numeral with 
grdmma (or grammd line), as MONOGRAM, 
PENTAGRAM. See also TELEGRAM, and, for 
the denominations of weight in the metric 
system, GRAMME. 

gramarye grre·mari tgrammar, learning 
XIV; occult learning, magic xv (taken up by 
Scott). -AN. gramarie = OF. gramaire 
GRAMMAR; cf. F. grimoire book of magic, 
earlier tgramoire (dial. var. of gramaire) 
tLatin grammar. See also GLAMOUR. 

gramercy grre·ma.rsi (arch.) thanks. XIII. 
-OF. grant merci, i.e. grant great, merci re
ward, favour (the etymol. sense being 'May 
God reward you greatly'); see GRAND, MERCY. 

gramineous grami·nias grassy. XVII. f. L. 
grtimineus, f. grtimin-. grtimen grass (cf. Gr. 
grdstis green fodder}; see -EOUS. 

grammalogue grre·malOJg in Isaac Pitman's 
shorthand, word represented by a single 
simplified sign. XIX. irreg. f. Gr. grdmma 
letter (see -GRAM)+l6gos (LoGos), taken to 
mean 'word'. 

grammar grre·ma.r tLatin; study of the 
sounds, forms, and syntax of a language (in 
earliest use, of Latin). XIV (gramer-e). -AN. 
gramere, OF. gramaire (mod. grammaire) 
:- *gramadie- L. grammatica- Gr. gram
matik£, sb. use (sc. tekhne art) of fern. of 
grammatik6s pertaining to letters (whence, 
through L. and F., gramma·tiCAL XVI}, f. 
grammat-, grdmma (see -GRAM). So gram
mariAN gramea·rian. XIV. -OF. gramarien 
(mod. grammairien), f. gramaire. 

gramme grrem XVIII. - F. gramme (adopted 
as the unit of weight in the metric system 
by a law of 19 frimaire, year viii, i.e. 1799) 
-Gr. (late L.) grdmma small weight. 

gramophone grre·mafoun instrument for 
recording and (esp.) reproducing sounds, 
invented by Emil Berliner of Washington, 

GRANDIOSE 

D.C., r887. Formed by inverting the first 
and last sylls. of PHONOGRAM. q Preceded 
by graphophone, r88s, from phonograph. 

grampus grre·mpas name for several delphi
noid cetaceans. XVI. Earliest formsgraunde
pose, grampoys, alteration (by assim. to 
GRAND) of tgra(s)peys (xrv). -OF. grapois, 
graspeis, also craspois :- medL. craspisci-s, 
f. L. crassus fat, CRASS, piscis FISH. 

granadilla grrenadi-la passion-flower. XVIII 
(earlier in F. form -ille; also grena-). - Sp. 
granadilla, dim. of granada POMEGRANATE. 

granary grre·nari storehouse for grain. XVI. 
- L. grtintirium (usu. pl. -ia), f. granum 
GRAIN; see -ARY. Cf. GARNER. 

grand grrend great, pre-eminent, main, 
principal XVI; imposing, sublimexvm (Addi
son, Burke}. -F. grand big, large, tall, lofty, 
sublime, or its source L. grandis full-grown, 
abundant, grown-up, tall, powerful, lofty, 
sublime, which in Rom. (Pr. gran, Sp., It. 
grande) superseded L. magnus in all its uses. 
(An adoption of A~. graunt, OF. grant, was 
current earlier in Eng. XIII-XVI, e.g. in 
tgrantsire, later grandsire, and in the designa
tion the graunt the Great.) The use of F. 
grand to denote the second degree removed 
in ascent of relationship (in imitation of L. 
avunculus magnus great-uncle, amita magna 
great-aunt, Gr. megalomher grandmother) 
was adopted, grandpere, grand'mere being 
repr. by gra·ndfa:ther, gra·ndmo:ther 
XVI, earlier tgraunt- xv; it was extended (XVI) 
to the corr. degree of descent in gra·nd
child, gra·ndson, gra·nddaugh:ter, 
where F. has petit little. tJf Various titles 
and official designations have been taken 
over from Rom. langs. in semi-translated 
form, e.g. grand duke (F. grand due, render
ing It. granduca; cf. G. grossherzog), grand 
master (F. grand maitre), grand signior (It. 
gran signore). So also grand tour (F. grand 
tour great circuit, sc. of Europe XVII). 

grandam grre·ndrem grandmother. XIII. 
-A~. graund dame; see GRAND, DAME (the 
use of dame for 'mother' seems to be AN. 
only). See also GRANNY. 

grandee grrendi• Sp. or Pg. nobleman of 
the highest rank. XVI (grande). - Sp., Pg. 
grande, sb. use of grande adj. GRAND; the 
ending was illogically assim. to -EE1• 

grandeur grre·ndja.r theight xv; temi
nence; transcendent or sublime greatness, 
lofty dignity. XVII. - (O)F. grandeur, f. 
grand great (GRAND). Attempts have been 
made to anglicize the ending, e.g. -ure, -our 
(XVII-XVIII), -or (XVIII-XIX). 

grandiloquent grrendi-lakwant of lofty or 
pompous speech. XVI (Nashe). f. L. grandi
loquus (whence grandi·loquous, G. Har
vey), f. grandis great, GRAND+ -loquus speak
ing, f. loqui to speak; see LOCUTION, -ENT. 

grandiose grre·ndious producing an effect 
of grandeur. XIX (Thackeray). -F. gran
diose- It. grandioso, f. grande GRAND, after 
glorioso, etc.; see -OSE. 



GRANDISONIAN 

Grandisonian gnendisou·nian resembling 
the ideal of a perfect gentleman as portrayed 
in the hero of 'The History of Sir Charles 
Grandison' by Samuel Richardson, 1754; 
see -IAN. XIX. 

grange greind3 (arch.) granary; farming 
establishment XIII (Havelok, Cursor M.); 
outlying farmhouse of an estate XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. grange :- medL. granica, sb. use 
( sc. •oilla) of fern. of *granicus pert. to grain, 
f. granum GRAIN. 

grangerize grei·nd3araiz illustrate (a book) 
by the addition of prints, etc. xrx. f. name 
of Joseph Granger, who in 1769 published 
'A biographical history of England' with 
blank leaves for the insertion of portraits, 
etc. ; see -IZE. 

granite gne·nit granular crystalline rock. 
XVII (Evelyn). -It. granito (used earlier by 
Inigo Jones) lit. grained, granular, pp. 
formation on grano GRAIN. (From It. are 
also F. granit, Sp. granito, G. granit, etc.) 
Hence grani·tic. XVIII. 

granny grre·ni grandmother. XVII (-ee, Dry
den). f. grannam (Sh.), var. of GRANDAM-1-
-Y •• 

grant grant agree to, allow, concede XIII; 
bestow formally XIV. - 0 F. granter, graanter, 
greanter, alteration of creanter guarantee, 
assure :- Rom. *credentare, f. credent-, prp. 
stem of L. credere believe, trust (see CREDIT). 
Hence grant sb. XIII. 

granule grre·njul small grain. XVII. - late L. 
granulum, dim. of granum GRAIN; see -VLE 
and cf. F. granule (XIX). So gra·nulAR 
XVIII; gra·nulATE 3, granulA•TIQN XVII; 
gra·nulosE XIX; gra·nulous XVI. Cf. F. 
granuler, granulation (xvn), granuleux (xvi). 

grape greip berry of the vine XIII ; morbid 
growth on the pastern of a horse (so F. 
grappe) XVI; more fully grape-shot (xvm) 
cannon shot consisting of cast-iron balls 
connected together (cf. G. traubenkartiit
schen) XVII. Earlier in winigrape 'wine
cluster', cluster of grapes (xnr), f. win WINE 
+grape- OF. grape (mod. grappe bunch of 
grapes); later in XIII used first in coli. pl., 
subsequently in sg. (superseding winberie, 
OE. winberi(g)e 'wine-berry'). OF. grape 
was prob. a verbal sb. f. graper gather 
(grapes), f. grape, grappe ( = Pr., Sp. grapa, 
It. grappa) hook:- Rom. *grap(p)o- Germ. 
"'kriippon (OHG. kriipfo) hook, rei. to 
CRAMP. Hence grape-fruit (orig. U.S.) 
shaddock, pomelo. XIX. 

graph grref. XIX. orig. (chem.) short for 
GRAPHIC formula, in which lines are used to 
indicate the connexions of elements ; hence 
in math. 

-graph graf repr. F. -graphe, L. -graphus 
-Gr. -graphos, which was used (i) in the 
sense 'written', as autographos AUTOGRAPH, 
kheir6graphos CHIROGRAPH, (ii) in the sense 
'writing', 'describing', as bibliogrdphos writer 
of books (cf. BIBLIOGRAPHER), geogrdphos 
GEOGRAPHER. Several of the Gr. passive 

GRASS 

formations have been anglicized, and ana
logous formations have been made on Gr. 
models such as lithograph, photograph, which 
have been imitated in hybrid formations 
such as pictograph (there are evenjoc. nonce
words, e.g. hurrygraph for 'hurried sketch'). 
Most of the current words in -graph are of 
the technical order and usu. denote a thing 
that records or expresses (as if in writing), 
e.g. heliograph, ideograph,phonograph, seismo
graph, telegraph. The Gr. active formations 
are usu. repr. by forms in -graphER1 grafa.r, 
which furnish agent-nouns for formations 
in -graphY3 grafi, as astronomer (L. astro
nomus) had been based on astronomy (there 
were, in fact, a few early formations in -ier, 
as chronographier, geographier). The first 
words of this type are of early XVI, and by 
the late XVI -grapher had become the regular 
ending for words ult. devolved from actual 
or assumed Gr. words in -grdphos (but tele
graphist is the common form, not telegrapher). 
Some words in -graphy denote processes or 
styles of writing or graphic representation, 
as brachygraphy, calligraphy, cryptography, 
orthography, photography, stenography, typo
graphy ; but mostly they are names of 
sciences, as bibliography, geography, hydro
graphy, lexicography, topography. Hybrid 
formations like stratigraphy are few. The 
corr. adjs. end in -graphic, -graphiCAL 
grre·fik(al), with advs. in -gra·phically. 

graphic grre·fik tdrawn with pencil or pen 
(rare) ; vividly descriptive XVII; pert. to 
drawing or painting XVIII; characterized by 
diagrams XIX. - L. graphicus- Gr. graphik6s, 
f. grapM drawing, writing (cf. CARVE); so F. 
-ique. So gra·phiCAL xvn, gra·phicalLY 2 

XVI. 
graphite grre·fait black lead, plumbago. 

XVIII. -G. graphit (Werner, 1789), f. Gr. 
grdphein write (the stuff being used for 
pencils); see prec. and -ITE. 

grapho- grre·fou repr. (sometimes through 
F.) Gr. grapho-, comb. form of graphii 
writing. 

grapnel grre·pnal instrument with iron 
claws, small anchor with three or more 
flukes. XIV. -AN. *grapenel, f. synon. OF. 
grapon (mod. grappin) - Germ. *krtippon; 
see GRAPE, -EL 2• 

grapple grre·pl grapnel. XVI. -OF. grapil 
- Pr. grapil, f. grapa hook (see GRAPE). 
Hence gra·pple vb. XVI. 

grasp grasp tclutch (intr.) xrv; seize with 
the hand XVI; fig. XVII. Late ME. graspe, 
also grapse, perh. :- OE. *grii:psan :-Germ. 
*graipison, parallel to *graipojan GROPE; but 
perh. of LG. origin (cf. LG., EFris.grapsen). 

grass gras herbage for fodder OE. ; grassy 
earth XIII; pasture xv; non-cereal grami
neous plant XVI. OE. grres, grers = OFris. 
gres, gers, OS. (Du.), OHG. (G.), ON., 
Goth. gras :- CGerm. *grasam, f. *gra
*gro- (see GREEN, GROW). The metath. form 
grers is still repr. by dial. gers, girs. gra·ss-



GRATE 

cu:tter native in India employed to cut and 
bring in hay. XVIII. - Hind. ghtiskaf, ghtis
katii (Skr. ghasa pasture grass), with assim. 
to grass and cutter. grass-green. OE. grres
grene. grasshopper gra·sh"'P".I insect re
markable for leaping and chirping. xv. Ex
tended form of tgrasshop, OE. grershoppa, 
-e, Orm gresshoppe (f. gmrs GRASS + hoppa, 
agent-noun of hoppian HOP1), perh. after 
OSw. griishoppare or LG. grashiipper (G. 
grashiipfer); cf. synon. OS. feldhoppo 'field
hopper'. grass widow tunmarried woman 
who has cohabited XVI (More); married 
woman away from her husband XIX (first in 
India). The first el. may have alluded orig. 
to a bed of grass or hay (cf. BASTARD for 
similar formations). Continental equiva
lents, with one or both meanings, are MLG. 
graswedewe, Du. grasweduwe, Sw. griisenka, 
Da. grresenke; also G. strohwitwe 'straw 
widow'. gra·ssv1• XVI (Douglas). 

grate1 greit tgrating, grille XIV; tcage, 
prison XVI ; barred frame for holding fuel 
XVII. - OF. grate (Aime), Sp. grada hurdle, 
corr. to It. grata grate, gridiron, hurdle (cf. 
medL. grata lattice), pointing to Rom. 
"'criita, "'grata, for L. criitis hurdle. 

grate• greit tscrape, scarify; rasp small xv; 
rub harshly upon XVI. -OF. grater (mod. 
gratter) = Pr., Sp. gratar, It. grattare :
CRom. "'grattiire- Germ. "'kratton (OHG. 
chrazzon, G. kratzen scratch). So gra·ter 
grating or rasping instrument. XIV. Partly 
- OF. grateor, -our, partly f. the above vb.; 
see -ER\ -ER2• 

grateful grei-tf(")l pleasing; thankful XVI. 
f. tgrate (xvi) - L. griitus (in the same 
senses), pp. formation corr. to Skr. gilrtds 
welcome, agreeable, thankful, orig. ap
proved, ret. to words of the Indo-Iran. and 
Baltic groups denoting 'praise' ( cf. GRACE, 
GRATIS); the unusual formation with -FUL1 

may have been suggested by It. gradevole 
pleasing. 

gratify grre·tifai treward, recompense; 
give pleasure to XVI. -F. gratifier, or its 
source L. griitificiiri do a favour to, make a 
present of, f. griitus; see GRATEFUL and -FY. 
So gratificA·TroN. XVI. - (O)F. or L. 

gratin grre·til (cookery) garnishing of grated 
or rasped material. XIX. -F. gratin, f. OF. 
grater GRATE 2• 

gratis grei·tis for nothing, freely. xv. - L. 
grtitis, reduction of griitiis, abl. pl. of gratia 
favour, GRACE. 

gratitude grre·titjud tfavour, free gift; 
gratefulness. XVI. -F. gratitude or medL. 
grii.titild6, f. grtitus j see GRATEFUL, -TUDE. 

gratuity gr"tju·iti tgraciousness, favour; 
gift, present. XVI. - (O)F.gratuite or medL. 
griituittis gift, f. L. griitus ; see GRATEFUL, 
-ITY. So gratu·itous. XVII. f. L. grtituitus 
freely given, spontaneous; for the forma
tion cf. fortuitous. 

GRAVES 

gratulate gne·tjuleit welcome, greet; CON· 
GRATULATE. XVI. f. L. grtitultit-, -tiri (for 
*grii.titulii.ri), f. grii.tus j see GRATEFUL, ·ATE3

, 

So gratulA·TION. xv. -OF. or L. 

gravamen gr"vei·men grievance or its 
presentation xvn; part of an accusation that 
bears most heavily XIX. - late L. griiviimen 
physical inconvenience, in medL. grievance, 
f. L. graviire weigh upon, oppress, f. gravis 
heavy, GRAVE3

• 

grave1 greiv place dug out for a burial. OE. 
grmf = OFris. grej, OS. graj, OHG. grap 
:- WGerm. "'graoa, parallel to N. and 
EGerm. *graoo, repr. by ON. grrf, Goth. 
graba; f. "'grali- GRAVE 2

• The present form 
descends from OE. obl. forms. 

grave• greiv (dial.) dig OE.; (dial., orig. 
from ON.) bury xm; (arch.) engrave OE. 
OE. grajan, pt. groj, grofon, pp. -grafen dig, 
engrave, also in begrajan bury (cf. OS. bi
graoan), OLFrankish gravan (Du. graven) 
dig, OHG. graban dig, carve (G. graben dig; 
begraben bury, eingrabenENGRAVE), ON.graja 
dig, bury, Goth. graban dig:- CGerm. 
"'graoan, f. "'grao- (cf. prec.), "'groo- (see 
GROOVE); IE. cogns. are OS!. grebq I dig, 
grobU ditch, Lett. grebju I scrape. The 
strong pt. died out in xv; pp. graven sur
vives as a literary arch.; wk. forms appeared 
in XIV in pt. and pp. 

grave• greiv weighty, important; serious 
XVI ; plain, sombre XVII ; gram. )( acu~e XVII. 
- (O)F. grave or L. gravi-s heavy, Impor
tant, corr. to Skr. gurus, Gr. barus (cf. BARY
TONE), Goth. kaurus heavy; cf. BRUTE. 

grave4 greiv tsteward of property XII 
(Orm); in Yorks and Lines, former admi
nistrative official xv. -ON. greiji- OLG. 
greve (cf. GRAVE6). 

grave• greiv clean (a ship's bottom) by 
burning and tarring; esp. in graving dock. 
xv. The forms tgreve, tgreave also occur; 
since boats were careened on the shore for 
the operation, prob. f. dial. F. grave, var. of 
greve shore- Celtic "'gravo- gravel, pebbles, 
repr. by Breton grouan, GROW AN. 

grave• greiv foreign title (count); now only 
as the second member of comps. landgrave, 
mm·grave, palsgrave, rhineg~ave. XVII. :; 
OLG. greve, whence ON. greifi; see GRAVE . 

gravel grre·vl tsand; sand mixed with 
water-worn stones XIII (Cursor M.); (path.) 
xv. - (O)F. gravelle, dim. of grave gravel, 
coarse sand = Pr., Cat. grava; see GRAVE5

, 

-EL 2• Hence gravel-blind, joe. intensive 
in Sh. 'Merchant of Venice' II ii 38 of SAND
BLIND; taken up by Sir W. Scott. 

graven grei·vn see GRAVE2
• 

graveolent gr"vi·"bnt smelling strongly. 
xvii. - L. graveolent-, -ens, f. grave advb. n. 
of gravis heavy (GRAVE 3)+olens, prp. of olere 
have a smell, rei. to odor ODOUR ; see -ENT. 

graves var. of GREAVES. 
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GRAVID 

gravid grre·vid pregnant. XVI. - L. gra
vidus laden, pregnant, f. gravis heavy; see 
GRAVE3, -ID1• 

gravitate grre·viteit texert weight or pres
sure; be affected by the force of gravity. 
XVII. f .. pp. stem of modL. gravitiire, f. 
L. gravitas GRAVITY; see -ATE 3

• So gravitA·
TION. xvn; orig. falling of bodies to the 
earth or their sinking to their lowest level. 

gravity grre·viti tinfluence, authority; seri
ousness ; weighty dignity XVI ; physical 
weight, later only spec. xvn. - (O)F. gravite 
or L. gravittis, f. gravis GRAVE3

; see -ITY. 

gravure abbrev. of PHOTOGRAVCRE. XIX. 
gravy grei·vi tdressing for white meats, 

etc. consisting of broth spiced XIV ; fat and 
juices exuding from flesh during and after 
cooking XVI. Late ME. grauey, graue, perh. 
originating in a misreading of grane- OF. 
grane (in printed texts often grave), pro b. f. 
grain spice (cf. OF. grenon stew); see 
GRAIN\ -Y5

• 

gray see GREY. Hence gray·LING1 fish of 
silver-grey colour. xv; whence F. grelin. 

graze1 greiz feed on herbage OE. ; put to 
pasture XVI. OE. grasian, f. gr<es GRASS; 
cf. MDu., MHG. grasen. 

graze• greiz touch lightly so as to abrade. 
XVII (Sh.). The earliest application is to a 
shot or shaft glancing off a surface; perh. 
a spec. use of prec., as if 'take off the grass 
close to the ground'; cf. G. grasen browse, 
pasture, scythe, glance off, Sw. griisa (of a 
shot) graze, Da. gr<esse pasture, (of a bullet) 
ricochet. g Distance of date makes it im
probable that it is an alteration of :VIE. glace 
(xrv-xv) glide, glance off. 

grazier grei·zi;).I one who grazes cattle for 
market. XVI (the earliest recorded use is as 
tr. medL. viridarius VERDERER). f. GRAss+ 
-IER; cf. glazier. Formerly assoc. with F. 
graissier fattener. 

grease gris melted fat xm; fat of a beast of 
the chase XIV. -AN. grece, gresse, (O)F. 
graisse = Pr. graisa, Sp. grasa, It. grascia 
:-Rom. '*crassia, f. L. crassus (F., Pr. gras, 
etc., fat); see CRASS. Hence grease griz, 
gris. xv. grea·sER1 applied to native Mexi
cans or Spanish Americans (xrx) from their 
greasy appearance. grea·sy1 gri·zi, gri·si. 
XVI. 

GREEK 

great cf. the gen. supersession of L. magnus 
in Rom. by grandis full-grown, big (see 
GRA:<~D). The normal ME. compar. gretter 
(:- OE. '*griettra) was rep!. by greater, and 
the analogical grettest (xm-xv) by greatest. 
As in break, ei repr. ME. e instead of i, 
which was, however, a prevalent pronunc. 
in XVIII ; for a similar infi. of r cf. broad. The 
use of the adj. to designate persons one de
gree further removed in ascending or de
scending relationship is after the use of F. 
grand, which reflects that in L. avunculus 
magnus great-uncle, amita magna great-aunt. 
Hence grea·tLY2 xn, grea·tNESS late OE. 
g1·etnys. 

greave griv (usu. pl.) am1our for the leg 
below the knee. XIV. - 0 F. greve calf of the 
leg, shin, armour (mod. F. dial. greve, graive 
upper part of the leg) = Sp. greba, of unkn. 
origin. 

greaves, graves grivz, greivz fibrous refuse 
of tallow. xvn. orig. a whaler's term- LG. 
greven pl. (whence also Da. grever), corr. to 
OHG. griubo, griobo (G. griebe refuse of lard 
or tallow), of unkn. origin (OE. elelgreofa 
may mean 'oil-pot' or 'oil-refuse'). 

grebe grib diving bird of genus Podiceps. 
xvm (Pennant). - F. grebe, tgriaibe (Belon), 
of dial. origin, other vars. being grepe, 
greboz, graibioz. 

grece gris (arch.) steps, stairs XIII (Cursor 
M.); step, stair xv (in Sh. grise, grize). 
-OF. gres, grez, greis, pl. of gre (whence 
ME. gre(e) step, degree, surviving in modS c. 
in the sense 'pre-eminence, mastery') :- L. 
gradu-s step (cf. DEGREE, GRADE). 

Grecian gri·J;}n pert. to Greece or the 
Greeks; sb. tGreek; Greek scholar. xvr. 
-OF. grecien or medL. *gr:eciiinus, f. L. 
Gr;;ecia Greece; see -IAN. (Grekin, grecan 
had been occas. used earlier.) 

greedy gri·di having an inordinate appetite. 
OE. gredig, gr:£dig = OS. griidag, OHG. 
gratae, ON. grdougr, Goth. gredags :
CGerm. *gr:£oagaz, -ugaz, f. *gr:£ouz 
hunger, greed (in OE. gr:£dum d. pl. eagerly, 
ON. grdor, Goth. gredus), of unkn. origin. 
Hence greed sb., by back-formation. XVII. 

greegree gri·gri African charm or fetish. 
xvn. Of native origin. Cf. F. grisgris. 

great greit (dial.) thick, coarse, bulky; Greek grik native of Greece OE.; language 
large, of considerable size OE.; pregnant XII of Greece XIV (Ch.); cheat, sharper XVI (so 
(Orm); important, eminent XIII (RGlouc.). F. grec); adj. XIV (Ch.); of the Orthodox 
OE. great = OFris. griit, OS. grot (Du. Eastern Church xvr. OE. Grecas (pl.; and 
groat), OHG. gro:; (G. gross):- WGerm. so for the most part till XVI), corr. to MLG. 
'*grautaz, of unkn. origin, but perh. rei. to Greke, lVIDu. Grieke, G. Grieche, ON. 
GROATS and GROL'T1 • The sense 'large' ap- Grikkir (pl.), of which the earlier forms are 
pears in the OE. period, as also in OHG. OE. Crecas, OHG. Chrech, Goth. Kreks :-
and (as the only use) in OS. Thus, great be- Germ. * Krekaz- L. Gr<ecus (applied by 
came an alternative to michel (cf. MICKLE), of the Romans to the people who called them-
which it was later an intensive or affective syn. selves Hellenes; see HELLENE) - Gr. Graik6s 
The forms corr. to OE. mice! have been like- (ace. to Aristotle a prehistoric name of the 
wise superseded in German and Dutch; with Hellenes), adj. deriv. of *Graios, which was 
the colloq. substitution of big and large for used by the Romans in pl. Graii as a poet. 
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GREEN 

syn. of Grreci. So Gree·krsH1. OE. Crecist 
( = OHG. Chrechisk); not quite superseded 
by Greek till xvn. Other syns. were tGrew 
(latterly Sc.), ME.gru (xm)- OF. griu :- L. 
Grrecum; tGregeis, -ois xm-xvr. -OF. 
gregois :-medL. grreciscu-s. Hence Gree· k
LING1 contemptible Greek xvn (Jonson); 
after L. Grreculus (Juvenal), dim. of Grrecus. 

green grin of the colour of growing herbage, 
verdant OE. ; fresh, young, unripe, imma
ture xvn. OE. grene = OFris. grene, OS. 
groni (Du. groen), OHG. gruoni (G. griin), 
ON.gramn:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *gronjaz, 
f. *gro-, base of GROW; cf. GRASS. Hence 
gree·nERY. xvm (Coleridge). gree·nga·ge. 
XVIII ; f. name of Sir William Gage, in com
pliment to whom the plum was so named. 
gree·nHORN perh. orig. ox with green (i.e. 
young) horns xv; inexperienced person xvn. 
gree·ning tvariety of pear; apple which is 
green when ripe. xvn. pro b. - MDu. groe
ninc (Du. groening) kind of apple. gree·n
NESS. OE. green sickness. xvr; cf. Du. 
bleekzucht, Gr. bleichsucht anaemia. 

greet1 grit address, salute, esp. with expres
sions of goodwill OE. ; receive with welcome 
xvn (Sh.). OE. gretan, *gr&tan handle, 
touch, visit, attack, treat, salute = OFris. 
greta salute, complain, OS. grotian call upon 
(Du. groeten salute), OHG. gruo;;en address, 
attack (G. griissen salute) :-WGerm. * grotjan 
cry out, call upon, (hence) provoke to action, 
assail, address; pro b. based on IE. *ghrod
*ghred- resound, repr. by Skr. !mid-. tJf Some 
take this vb. and the next to have a common 
basis; cf. the double meaning of OFris. 
greta, and ON.grreta cause to weep, distress. 

greet2 grit (Sc.) weep. (i) OE. (Anglian) 
gretan, *gr:Etan (prob. str., but once wk. pt. 
begrette) = OS. gratan (pt. griat, griot), 
MHG. gra;en (wk.) cry out, rage, storm, 
ON. grdta (pt. grt!t, pp. grdtinn), Goth. 
gretan (pt. gaigrot) :- CGerm. * gr:Etan, orig. 
redupl. str. vb. rei. to prec. (ii) OE. greotan 
(=OS. griotan), perh. f. Germ. *ga-Y-+ 
vb. repr. by synon. OE. reotan. 

greffier gre•fi;~.I, llgrEfje registrar, clerk, 
notary. xvr. -F. greffier- medL. graphia
rius, f. graphium register, (earlier) stylus 
-Gr. graphefon, grdphion pencil, paint
brush, registry, f. grdphein (s~ GRAPHIC). 

gregarious grige;~·ri;~s associating in com
munities. f. L. gregarius, f. greg-, grex flock, 
herd (cf. Oir. graig herd of horses, Gr. agel
rein assemble, agord (place of) assembly; see 
-ARlO US. 

Gregorian grig5;~·ri;~n pert. to Pope Gre
gory I (590-604) and the liturgical music 
ascribed to him; pert. to the calendar as re
formed by Pope Gregory XIII (r57z-8s). 
xvn. - medL. gregorianus (whence F. gre
gorien), f. late L. Gregorius- Gr. Greg6rios; 
see -IAN. 

gremial gri·mi;~l pert. to the bosom or lap 
xvu; (hist.) 'internal', resident (member) 
XVI; sb. (eccl.) apron for a bishop's lap xrx. 

GRIEF 

- medL. gremialis, gremiale, f. L. gremium 
lap, bosom, perh. rei. to CRAM; see -IAL. 

grenade grlnei·d pomegranate; small ex
plosive shell. xvr. -F. grenade (xvr), altera
tion of OF. (pume) grenate POMEGRANATE 
after Sp. granada; so called from its shape. 
So grenadier gren<Jdi<J·.t tsoldier armed 
with grenades, (now) soldier of a regiment 
of guards. xvn. -F. grenadier; see -IER2• 

grenadine gre·n;~din dress fabric. xrx. -F. 
grenadine, formerly grenade silk of a grained 
texture, f. grenu grained, f. grain GRAIN+ -u 
(:- L. -iitus); see -INE4

• 

grey, gray grei colour intermediate between 
black and white. OE. gr:Eg = OFris. grl, 
MDu. grau, gra (Du. grauw), OHG. grao 
(G.grau), ON.grdr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*gr:Ewaz :-IE. *ghreghwos (the suffix -wo
is frequent in colour-adjs., e.g. yellow); perh. 
ult. rei. to L. riivus (:- *ghriiwos) grey. Grey 
Friar. Franciscan friar. xrv. In sb. use grey 
(xv-xvn) succeeded to BROCK (OE.) and 
BAUSON (xrv) and was finally superseded by 
BADGER; per h. a trans f. application of the 
sense 'grey fur'. tJf Both spellings have 
analogies in two words in gen. use derived 
from OE. forms in -reg and pronounced with 
ei, viz. clay and whey ; the practice of print
ing houses is various and individuals tend 
to use the vars. with a difference of implica
tion ; the -ey form is established in Scots 
Greys and a pair of greys. 

grid grid grating. xrx. Back-formation 
from GRIDIRON. 

griddle gri·dl tgridiron XIII; circular plate 
for baking cakes on xrv. -OF. gredil, gridil 
gridiron (mod. gril) :- Rom. *craticulum, 
dim. of cratis (cf. CRATE). See GRILL. 

gride graid (poet.) pierce. xrv. metath. 
form of girde, GIRD 2, adopted by Spenser 
from Lydgate and thence used by later 
writers. The mod. application to a grating 
or whizzing sound may have been suggested 
by grate and strident. 

gridiron gri·dai<Jm frame of parallel metal 
bars used for broiling. XIII. The earliest 
ex. gredire, occurs in the same text (South 
English Legendary) with gredile GRIDDLE, 
and appears to be an alteration of this by 
assoc. with ire IRON ; e of the first syll. was 
raised to i in XIV, but the forms gre(e)diron 
persisted till XVII. 

grief grif thardship, sufferin~; t_displ~a.sure, 
grievance XIII; thurt, miSchtef, tnjury; 
mental distress XIV. ME. gref- AN. grej, 
OF. grief (mod. grief grievance, injury,_ c'?m
plaint), f. grever = Pr. gravar cause InJ';lry 
or grief, harass :- Rom. *greviire, alter;ttton 
of L. gravare, f. gravis GRAVE3• So _gr1eve1 

griv tharass, trouble, hurt; affect wtth deep 
sorrow; provoke to anger xrn.; feel or sh?w 
grief XIV. -OF. grever. grte·vANCE tt~
jury distress xm (Cursor M.); thurt, dts
ease' xrv; ground of complaint XV (Caxton). 
-OF. grevance, f. grever. 
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GRIEVE 

grieve1 griv (hist.) governor of a province, 
etc., sheriff OE.; (Sc.) farm bailiff xv. OE. 
(Nhb.) grrefa = WS. gerefa REEVE1• 

griffe grif claw, (archit., etc.) claw orna
ment. XIX. - F. griffe (anglicized as griff by 
Shelley), f. griffer seize as with a claw, f. OF. 
grif claw (of Gern1. origin; see GRIP1). 

griffin', griffon', gryphon gri·fin, -:m 
fabulous animai combining eagle and lion; 
vulture. xrv. -OF.grifoun (mod. griffon)= 
Pr. griu, It. grifone :- Rom. *grypho(nem), 
augm. of late L. gryphus, f. gryph-, gryps 
-Gr. grups. 

griffin• gri-fin European newly arrived in 
India, novice. XVIII. perh. fig. use of prec., 
but there is no evidence. Also abbrev. griff 
(XIX). 

griffon2 gri·fan breed of dog. XIX. -F. 
griffon (applied to an Eng. dog I829) 
GRIFFIN1• 

grig grig tdwarf XIV; short-legged hen XVI; 
young eel XVII. Of unkn. origin. The phr. 
merry grig extravagantly lively person, 
synon. and con temp. with merry Greek (xvi), 
was perh. orig. an alteration of the latter ( cf. 
the var. gay Greek, and a grig out of Grece 
in the earliest ex. of this word, 'Wars of 
Alexander', 1753, Dublin MS.). 

grill gril gridiron. xvn. - (O)F. gril, 
earlier gratZ, gretl, m. form based on fern. 
grille (see next). So grill vb. broil on a 
gridiron. xvn. -F. griller, f. gril. Hence a 
new sb. grill broiled meat, etc. xvm. 

grille gril grating, lattice-screen. xvn. 
- (O)F. grille, earlier grallle :- Rom. *griiti
cula, for L. criiticula, dim. of criitis (see 
CRATE, GRATE). 

grilse grils (Sc. and north.) young salmon 
for the year following its first return from 
the sea. xv. Of obscure origin; the Sc. vars. 
tgirsil (xv), tgrissil (xvr) may be closer to 
the orig. form (cf. OF. grise! grey, GRIZZLE). 
t] Anglo-Ir. synon. graulse, grawls (xvm) 
pro b. repr. a Scand. form corr. to Sw. grdlax 
'grey salmon'. 

grim grim fierce, cruel OE. ; stern or harsh 
of aspect or demeanour XIV ; (of laughter, 
etc.) unrelenting XVII. OE. grim = OFris., 
OS. (Du.), OHG. grim (G. grimm), ON. 
grimmr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *grimmaz, 
f. *grem- *gram- (whence adjs. OE., OS., 
OHG.gram, 0:\.gramrangry, and vbs. OE. 
gremian, OHG.gremman, ON.gremja, Goth. 
gramjan anger) :- IE. *ghrem- *ghrom
(whence Gr. khremizein neigh, OS!. gromil, 
OPruss. grumins thunder). Cf. GRUMBLE. 

grimace grimei·s distortion of the counte
nance. XVII. - F. grimace, earlier tgrimache 
- Sp. grimazo caricature, f. grima fright 
(-Germ. stem of GRIM) with pejorative 
suffix -azo :-L. -iiceum (cf. -ACEous). Hence, 
or- F. grimacer, grimace vb. xvm. 

grimalkin grimadkin, -m5·lkin cat. XVII 
(Gray-Malkin as the name of a fiend, Sh.). 
f. GREY+MALKIN. 

GRISAILLE 

grime graim soil with soot, etc. xv. 
- MLG., MDu. *grimen (cf. Flem. grijmen, 
beside LG. gremen). Hence grime sb. XVI 
(Sh.); gri·mY1. XVII. 

grimthorpe gri·mp5Jp restore (an ancient 
building) with lavish expenditure rather 
than skill and taste. XIX. f. name of Sir 
Edmund Beckett, first Baron Grimthorpe, 
whose restoration of St. Albans Cathedral 
aroused fierce criticism. 

grin grin draw back the lips and show the 
teeth, in pain or tanger OE., in a smile xv. 
OE. grennian, rel. to OHG. grennan mutter 
(MHG. grennen wail, grin) and OHG. 
gran6n grunt (MHG. grannen), ON. grenja 
howl, OSw. griinia roar, gnash the teeth; f. 
Germ. *gran-. There is a remarkable simi
larity in form and sense with a number of 
Germ. words repr. the gradation-series 
*grain-, *grin-, to which GROAN belongs. 
Hence grin sb. XVII. 

grind graind reduce to small particles ; 
make a scraping or grating noise OE. (spec. 
gnash; also trans. xrv) ; sharpen the edge of 
XIII; work laboriously (at) XVIII (so gerund
grinding). OE. grindan, pt. g1·ond, grundon, 
pp. gegrunden, of which there are no Germ. 
cogns. An IE. base *ghrendh- is repr. by 
L. frendere rub away, gnash, Lith. grendu 
I rub; phr. grind the face of (Isa. iii rs) is a 
Hebraism. Hence grind sb. hard task XIX. 
gri•ndE~1 tr. L. rno[aris MOLAR. XIV (Tre
visa); cf. OE. grindet6p. gri·ndsTONE. XIII. 

gringo gri·IJgou (among Spanish Ameri
cans) Anglo-American. XIX. trans£. use of 
Sp. gringo gibberish, which some take to be 
an alteration of griego GREEK. 

grip1 grip sb. (i) OE. gripe grasp, clutch, 
corr. to OHG. grif- in comb., MHG. grif 
(mod. griff) grasp, handle, claw, ON. grip 
grasp, clutch, gripr possession, property; 
(ii) OE. gripa handful, sheaf; both f. wk. 
base of gripan GRIPE. In XV-XVII mainly Sc., 
pro b. through Scand. infl. ; mod. techn. uses 
are mainly f. the vb. ; grip traveller's hand
bag is short for gripsack (both orig. U.S.). 
So grip vb. grasp firmly. OE. (late Nhb.) 
grippa, corr. to MHG. gripfen. 

grip 2 grip (local) trench, drain. OE. grypa 
(or -e) sewer, rel. to greop burrow and MLG. 
gruppe, MDu. grippe, greppe; f. Germ. 
*grup- *greup- hollow out. 

gripe graip tgrasp OE.; seize firmly xm 
(Orm) ; taffiict XVI ; pinch with pain XVII. 
OE. grfpan, pt. grlip, gripon, pp. gripen) = 
OFris. gripa, OS. gripan (Du.grijpen), OHG. 
grifan (G. greifen), ON.gripa, Goth.greipan; 
CGerm. str. vb. (cf. GROPE), with cogn. in 
Lith. griebiu. Weak inflexions were estab
lished in xv. Hence gripe sb. XIV; in pl. 
griping pains, colic XVII. 

grippe grip influenza. XVIII. -F. grippe, 
f. gripper seize- Germ. *gripjan GRIP1 • 

grisaille grizeH, Jlgrizaj painting in grey 
monochrome. xrx. F., f. gris grey (see 
GRIZZLE1)+ -aille (:- L. -alia). 



GRISBTTB 

grisette grize·t French working-class 
woman. XVIII. F., orig. inferior grey dress 
fabric, formerly the garb of women of the 
poorer classes, f. gris grey (see prec.) + -ETTE. 

griskin gri·skin lean part of pig's loin. xvn. 
Obscurely f. (dial.) gris pig, toccas. pork 
(-ON. griss). 

grisly gri·zli causing horror (later in weaker 
sense). Late OE. grislic, f. wk. base of 
*grisan (in tigrisan terrify) = MLG., MDu. 
grisen; perh. partly aphetic of OE. angrislic 
( cf. angrisenlice terribly); parallel forms are 
MDu. grise- grezelijc, MHG. grisenlich, and 
Du. grijzelijk. 

grist grist tgrinding OE. ; com to be 
ground xv. OE. grist :- Germ. *grinst-, f. 
*grindan GRIND. 

grisde gri-sl cartilage. OE.gristle = OFris., 
MLG. gristel, gerstel, MHG. gruschel, rei. 
to OE. grost gristle; similar synon. forms 
are OHG. chrustila (MHG. krostel, krustel); 
ult. origin unkn. 

grit grit sand, gravel, (now) minute stony 
particles OE. ; coarse sandstone XIII; texture 
of stone XVI; (orig. U.S.) pluck, stamina XIX. 
OE. greot = OS. griot, OHG. grio; (G. 
griess), ON. grjot :-Germ. *greutam (cf. 
GROATS, GROUT1). 

grith grip (hist.) security, peace. Late OE. 
grip- ON. gritf domicile, home, pl. truce, 
peace, pardon, quarter. 

grizzle1 gri·zl grey. xv (earlier as sb. grey
haired old man XIV, Ch., Gower). -OF. 
grisel, f. gris grey ( = Pr. g1·is, It. grigio; cf. 
medL. griseus)- Germ. *grisiaz (OS., MLG. 
gris, whence MHG. gris, G. greis hoary), of 
unkn. origin. Hence gri·zzlED1 xv, gri·zzly1 

XVI. Grizzly bear (xviii), Ursus horribilis. 
grizzle2 gri·zl (dial.) grin XVIII; cry in a 
fretful or whining fashion xrx. perh. ori
ginating in an iron. allusion to 'patient 
Grizel' (Griselda), proverbial type of a meek 
patient wife. 

groan groun utter a loud deep sound of 
grief or pain. OE. grtinian :- *grainajan, f. 
Germ. *grain- *grin-, whence also OHG. 
grinan grin with laughing or weeping (G. 
greinen), MHG. grinnen gnash the teeth; cf. 
MDu. grinsen (Du. grijnsen) grin. Cf. GRIN. 

groat grout small coin. XIV. - MDu. groot, 
MLG. grate, sb. uses of the adj. ( = GREAT) 
in the sense 'thick' (cf. MHG. grage pfennige 
'thick pennies', and GROSCHEN). 

groats grouts hulled grain. Late OE. grotan 
pl., rei. to grot fragment, particle (*grut-), 
greot GRIT (*greut-), grytt bran, chaff, coarse 
oatmeal, dial. grit (*grutj-), andgrfit GROUT1• 

grobian grou·bi;m (arch.) clownish fellow. 
XVII (Dekker). -G. grobian or its source 
medL. Grobiiinus type of boorishness in 
Germany (xv-xvr), f. G. grob coarse, rude, 
GRUFF; the termination was modelled on 
names such as Cyprianus. 

GROSCHEN 

grocer grou·s;~~ tdealer in gross; trader in 
spices, sugar, dried fruits, etc. xv. -AN. 
grosser, OF. grassier:- medL. grosstiriu-s, f. 
gross us GROSS2• The Grocers' Company con
sisted of wholesale dealers in foreign pro
duce, whence the second sense. Hence 
gro·cERY. xv. The sp. with c (xv) followed 
that of tspicer (-OF. espicier, mod. epicier 
grocer); the extension greengrocer I723. 

grog gmg spirits (orig. rum) and water as 
served out to the Royal Navy. XVIII. Said to 
be from 'Old Grog'', reputed nickname of 
the Admiral Vernon who gave the order in 
I740 for the mixture to be used instead of 
neat spirit, derived from his wearing a 
grogram cloak. Hence gro·ggY1 intoxicated 
XVIII; (of a horse) diseased or weak in the 
forelegs; shaky, tottering XIX. 

grogram gm·gr;~m coarse mixed fabric. 
XVI (grow graine, grograyn, grogerane). -F. 
grosgrain 'coarse grain' (see GRoss•, GRAIN); 
for the change of final n to m cf. buckram, 
lockram. 

groin groin depression between abdomen 
and thigh XV; (archit.) intersection of two 
vaults XVIII. ME. grynde, early modE. gryne, 
in late XVI groin; per h. transf. use of OE. 
grynde ? orig. depression (recorded only in 
the sense 'abyss') :- *grundja-, f. *grundu
GROUND; cf. the dim. (dial.) grindle (xv) 
narrow ditch or drain. The change of (i) to 
(oi) in the pronunc. is paralleled in BOIL1, 

HOIST, JOIST. 
grommet var. of GRUMMET. 
gromwell gm·mw;~l plant of the genus 

Lithospennum. XIII. ME. gromil- OF. 
gromil, grumil (mod. gremil) pro b. :- medL. 
*gruinum milium 'crane's millet', i.e. n. of!ate 
L. gruinus, f. grus CRANE, and milium MILLET. 

groom griim, grum A. tboy XIII (AncrR., 
Havelok); tman xrv; B. tman-servant XIII 
(RGlouc.; surviving in the spec. sense ofhorse 
attendant XVII); officer of the royal house
hold xv; C. BRIDEGROOM XVII (Sh.). ME. 
gram (with tense a), of unkn. origin; no rela
tion can be established with OF. grommes 
(pro b. pl. of grommet servant, valet), (M)Du. 
grom fry of fish, offspring, (joe.) children, 
Ice!. gromr (xrv in the expansion of 'Snorra 
Edda'). AN. gromet, AL. grometus are used 
in sense B. 

groove griiv (dial.) mining shaft, mine xv ; 
channel, hollow XVII. - Du. tgroeve furrow, 
ditch (mod. groef) = OHG. gruoba (G. 
grube pit, ditch), ON. groj, Goth. graba; 
f. Germ. *grao-, rei. to *grao- GRAVE1 and 1• 

grope group feel searchingly. OE. griipian 
= OHG. greiph6n :- WGerm. *graipajan, 
f. *graip- *grip- (see GRIP\ GRIPE). 

grosbeak grou·sbik hawfinch, etc. xvrr. 
-F. grosbec, f. gros large, GRoss"+bec BEAK. 

groschen grou· J;~n small German coin. 
XVII. G., (Bohemian) alteration of late 
MHG. grosse, gros, in medL. denarius grossr~s 
'thick penny'; see GRoss• and cf. GROI\T, 



GROSS 

gross1 grous twelve dozen. xv. -F. grosse, 
sb. use (sc. douzaine dozen) of fern. of gros 
great; see next and cf. Sp. gruesa, Pg., It. 
gross a. 

gross2 grous Late ME. groos (XIV, Wyclif) 
became common first in xv (Lydg., etc.) in 
senses 'large, bulky' (now obs. or dial.), 
t'palpable, obvious', t'dense, thick', 'coarse', 
'concerned with large masses'. - (O)F. gros, 
fern. grosse = Pr. gros, Sp. grueso, Pg., It. 
grosso, Rum. gros :-late L. grossu-s (freq. in 
Vulgate), of similar formation to bassusBASE, 
crassus CRASS. Cf. ENGROSS, GROCER. 

grot gr;>t (poet.) grotto. XVI. -F. grotte 
- It. grotta (whence also Sp., Pg. gruta) = 
OF. crote, croute, Pr. crota :-Rom. *crupta, 
"'grupta (L. crypta)- Gr. krupte vault, 
CRYPT. So grotto gm·tou (rocky) cavern, 
imitation of this. XVII (earlier grotta). 

grotesque groute·sk sb. decorative painting 
or sculpture with fantastic interweaving of 
forms XVI; adj. pert. to work of such a cha
racter, fantastically extravagant XVII; ludi
crously incongruous XVIII. Earliest forms 
crotescque, -esco, -esko, grot(t)esco, -ko, from 
c. 1635 grot(t)esque, -esk. - F. crotesque
(with assim. to OF. crote GROT) It. grot
tesca, ellipt. use (for opera or pittura grottesca 
grotto-like work or painting) of fern. of 
grottesco, f. grotta; finally assim. to F. gro
tesque; see GROTTO, -ESQUE. t;l[ The special 
sense is said to be due to the Rom. applica
tion of grotta to chambers of old buildings 
revealed by' excavation and containing mural 
paintings of a certain type. 

grouch grautJ (U.S.) grumble, complain. 
xx. var. of grutch (XIII) -OF. gruchier, 
grouch(i)er, of unkn. origin; cf. GRUDGE. 

ground graund A. bottom, now only of the 
sea (cf. AGROUND) OE.; pl. dregs, lees XIV; 
B. base, foundation, now mainly techn. or 
fig. (reason, motive XIII) OE. ; C. surface of 
the earth OE. ; specific portion of this XIV 
(pl. enclosed land attached to a building xv). 
OE grund = OFris., OS.grund(Du.grond), 
OHG. grunt (G. grund), Goth. *grundus (cf. 
grundu/waddjus ground-wall, foundation, 
af/grundipa abyss) :-Germ. *grunduz, rei. 
to 0~. grund grassy plain, grunnr bottom, 
grunnr shallow, grunn shoal; no certain 
cogns. are known, but Lith. grimsti sink, 
gramzdzls deep-drawing (IE. *ghrmt-) have 
been compared. Hence ground vb. tlay 
the foundation of XIII ; give a basis to XIV 
(Ch., Wycl., Trevisa); put on the ground 
or a5hore, strand xv (Lydg.). 

groundling grau·ndlil) small fish such as 
gudgeon and loach XVII ; cf. MDu. grunde
linck (Du. grondeling), MHG. grundelinc 
(G.grundling) gudgeon; see GROUND, -LING1• 

fJ1 The origin of the application to the fre
quenters of the pit of a theatre (Sh. 'Hamlet' 
III ii 1 2) is obscure; a comparison to fishes 
living at the bottom of the water may have 
been obvious at the time; the use of ground 

GROVEL 

for pit of a theatre (Jonson, I614) is app. 
derived from this. 

groundsel grau·nds~l plant of the genus 
Senecio. OE. grundeswylige, earlier gundre
szvelg(i)::e, which, unless an erron. form for 
grund- in the three closely related glossaries 
in which it occurs, is presumably f. gund pus 
(cf. REDGUM)+ *swu[g- *swe/g- SWALLOW 2, 

the etymol. meaning being 'pus-absorber', 
with ref. to its use in poultices to reduce 
abscesses; on this view, the later OE. form 
in grund- is due to assoc. with GROUND, as if 
taken to mean 'ground-swallower', with ref. 
to the rapid growth of the weed. 

group griip assemblage of figures or objects 
in an artistic design XVII (Dryden); assem
blage of persons or things (gen.) forming a 
unity XVIII. -F. groupe- It. gruppo (the use 
of which in Eng. contexts was somewhat 
earlier)- Germ. *kruppaz round mass (see 
CROP1); from It. are also Sp. grupo, G. 
gruppe. Hence or- F. group vb. XVIII. 

grouper grii·p;J~ (also gruper, garrupa) any 
of various fishes of the families Epinephelidre 
and Scorprenidre. XVII (groper, grooper). 
- Pg. garupa, prob. native S. Amer. name. 
For the perversion of form cf. BREAKER2 • 

grouse1 graus gallinaceous bird with 
feathered feet (Tetrao, Lagopus). XVI (a 
brase of grewyses). The pronunc. points to 
an orig. ii, which is preserved (perh. locally) 
in such early forms as grewes, groose; poss. 
orig. pl. of *grue, to be referred to (i) medL. 
gruta, given as the name of a 'gallus cam
pestris' by Giraldus Cambrensis, or (ii) 
W. grugiar, f. grug heath+ iar hen. 

grouse• graus grumble. XIX. orig. a sol
dier's word; its resemblance in form to 
~orman dial. groucer, OF. groucier, var. of 
grouchier (see GRUDGE) is remarkable, but 
immediate connexion with it seems impos
sible. 

grout1 graut (now obs. or dial.) coarse meal; 
infusion of malt OE. ; coarse porridge XVI; 
sediment XVII. OE. grut, corr. to MDu. 
grute, gruut coarse meal, peeled grain, malt, 
yeast (Du. gruit dregs), MHG. griig (G. 
grauss) grain, small beer; f. *grut-, var. of 
*graut- *greut- *grut- (see GRIT, GROATS). 
The later meanings are pro b. due to Scand. 
(cf. ON. grautr porridge) and Du. Cf. 
GRUEL. 

grout2 graut thin mortar. XVII. perh. a use 
of prec. ; but cf. F. dial. grouter grout a wall. 

grove grouv small wood. OE. grtif(:- *grai
oaz, -am), rei. to gr:Eja brushwood, thicket 
(-XVII, Drayton, Holland) :- *graiojon. 

grovel gm·vl lie prone or prostrate. xvr 
(Sh.). Back-formation (cf. suckle) from 
grovelling gm·v~lil) adj. prone (XVI), 
attrib. use of the tadv. face downward, in 
a prone position (XIV), earlier tgrovellings 
(xm), f. gruf on the face, on the belly (for 
phr. on gruje, ogrufe)- ON. d grufu (cf. 
grufia go on all fours)+ -LING(s) 2• 



GROW 
grow grou, pt. grew gni, pp. grown groun 

(orig.) show the development characteristic 
of living things. OE. growan (pt. greow, pp. 
gr6wen) = OFris. gr6wa, gr6ia, MDu. groe
yen (Du. groeien), OHG. gruoan, ON. gr6a; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) str. vb. f. *gr6- (see 
GRASS, GREEN). Hence grOWTH1 group action 
or stage of growing, that which has grown. 
XVI ; there appears to be no historical contact 
with ON. gr6oi, gr6or. 

growan grou·:m soft granite in Cornwall. 
XVIII. Corn. grow, W.gro;seeGRAVE6. 

growl graul make a guttural sound. XVIII. 
Cf. late ME. grolle, groule, and gurle rumble 
(said of the belly and thunder), AN. growler 
make the characteristic cry of the crane, 0 F. 
grouller grumble, scold; but the modern 
word is prob. an imit. formation indepen
dent of any of these. 

groyne groin timberwork or masonry run 
out into the sea. XVI. transf. use of (dial.) 
groin (XIV) snout- (O)F. groin (also tcape, 
promontory)= Pr.groing, It.grugno :-Rom. 
"'grunnium, f. L. grunnire grunt. 

grub1 grAb tdwarfish fellow XIV; insect 
larva xv ; ( sl.) food (as grubs are for birds) 
XVII. Occurs as a surname (Grubbe) XIII, 
prob. orig. as a nickname, and presumably 
f. next, but the sense-development is not 
clear. 

grub• grAb dig (on the surface) XIII (Cursor 
M.); labour ploddingly XVIII. perh. to be 
referred to an OE. *grybban :- *grubbjan; 
cf. OHG. grubilon dig, search closely, MDu. 
grobben scrape together, Du. grobbelen root 
out; f. Germ. *gruo-, rei. to *grao- GRAVE1 
and 2 • Hence gru·bbER1. XIV; survives esp. 
in money-grubber sordid gatherer of wealth 
(so Du. grobber). 

Grub Street grA·b strit name of a street 
near Moorfields, London (now Milton 
Street), once inhabited by inferior and 
needy writers, transf. tribe of poor authors 
and literary hacks. XVII (James Taylor). 

grudge grAd3 tmurmur, grumble; be un
willing to grant. xv. Alteration of tgrutch 
(XIII)- OF.grouchier (ofunkn. origin), perh. 
infl. by taggrege bear heavily upon (cf. 
taggrogge, aggrugge xv) - OF. agregier = 
Pr. agreujar :- *aggrevitire, f. L. ad AG- + 
Rom. "'grevis, for gravis GRAVE 3• 

gruel gru·al tfine meal; liquid food made 
from oatmeal. XIV. - OF.gruel(mod.gruau) 
:-Rom. *griitellum, dim. f. Germ. *griit
GROUT1. 

gruesome gru·sam inspiring awe or horror. 
XVI (growsome). orig. north. and Sc.; intro
duced into literature by Scott in the form 
grewsome. f. grue XIII (Cursor M.), now Sc. 
and north., feel horror- Scand. word repr. 
by OSw. grua, ODa. grue ( = OHG. in/griien 
shudder, G. grauen be awed, shudder, Du. 
gruwen abhoc); see -SOMil'. 

GUANO 
gruff grAf (Sc. and techn.) coarse-grained 

XVI; rough and surly XVII. First in Sc. and 
pro b. orig. in commercial use - Flem. (Du.) 
grof 'crassus, spissus, densus, impolitus, 
mdis' (Kilian) = MLG. grof coarse, OHG. 
grob, girob (G. grob) :- WGerm. *gaxruoa, 
f. *ga-Y-+ *xruo- *xreuo- (OE. hreofrough, 
scabby, etc.; cf. Lith. kraupus rough). 

grumble grA·mbl mutter or murmur (com
plainingly). XVI (Sidney, Sh.). frequent. 
f. tgrumme (xV-XVI)+-LE3 ; cf. (M)Du. 
grommen, MLG. grommelen (whence F.grom
meler, tgr(o)umeler), G. grummeln; f. imit. 
Germ. *grum- (cf. GRIM). 

grume grum clot of blood. XVII. - L. 
griimus little heap, rei. to OE. criima CRUMB; 
cf. F. grumeau clot. So gru·mous. XVII. 
-modL. 

grummet, grommet grA·mit (naut.) ring 
of rope, etc. xv (Cely Pp.)- F. tgrom(m)ette, 
gourmette chain joining the ends of a bit, 
f. gourmer curb, bridle, of unkn. origin. 

grumpy grA·mpi surly-tempered. XVIII. 
pro b. of dial. origin; f. grump, as in thumps 
and grumps surly or ill-tempered remarks, 
based on inarticulate noises betokening dis
pleasure; see -Y1. 

Grundy grA·ndi surname of an imaginary 
Mrs Grundy who is proverbially referred to 
as a personification of the tyranny of social 
opinion; derived from T. Morton's play 
'Speed the Plough' (1798), in which Dame 
Ashfield, constantly fearing the sneers of 
her neighbour Mrs Grundy, freq. asks 
'What will (would) Mrs Grundy say?' 

grunt grAnt make the characteristic sound 
ofapig. OE.grunnettan = OHG.grunnizon 
(G. grunzen), intensive formation on the 
imit. base *grun- (OE. grunian gmnt, OHG. 
grun wailing, MHG. grunnen), which has an 
analogue in L. grunnire, Gr. gritzein. The 
deriv. gruntle (diaL) grunt, grumble (xv) is 
seen in DISGRUNTLED. 

Gruyere gru·Jtal, llgriijcr. cows'-milk 
cheese. XIX. Name of a town in Switzerland, 
from which it comes. 

gryphon see GRIFFIN1• 

grysbok grai·sbok S. African antelope. 
XVIII. -Afrikaans, f. Du. grijs GREY+bok 
BUCK1• 

guacho see GAUCHO. 
guaiacum gwai·akam tree, wood, and resin 
of the West Indies. XVI. modL., f. Sp. 
guayaco, guayacan, of Haytian origin. Also 
anglicized guai·ac (xvr); cf. F. gaiac. 

guana see IGUANA. 
guanaco gwana·kou kind of llama. XVII. 
- Quichua huanaco, -acu. 

guano gwa·nou natural manure found on 
islands about Peru XVII; artificial (fish-) 
manure xrx. - Sp. guano, S. Amer. Sp. 
huano - Quichua huanu dung. 



GUARANI 

Guarani gwarii·ni (language of) aS. Ameri
can Indian race inhabiting Paraguay and Uru
guay, forming a group with Tupi. XVIII. 

guarantee grer;mti· party giving security 
xvu; act of giving security, security given 
XVIII (Burke); something providing security 
XIX. The earliest forms, garante, garante, 
are perh.- Sp. garante = F. garant WAR
RANT; in its later use the word was identified 
with F. garantie, GUARANTY. Hence as vb. 
be a guarantee for XVIII (Burke); secure (a 
person or thing) in possession XIX. t;lf As 
correl. to guarantor (XIX), the form is a dis
tinct word, the model being grantee, grantor; 
see -EE1• 

guaranty gre·r;Jnti security, warranty, 
undertaking by a guarantor XVI; something 
that guarantees XVII. - AN.guarantie, (O)F. 
garantie, var. of warantie WARRANTY. 

guard giiJd tcustody; protector, defender 
XV; body of persons as defenders (with vari
ous spec. applications); protection, defence 
XVI. - (O)F. garde (corr. to Pr., Sp., 
Olt. guarda), f. garder = Pr., Sp. guardar, 
It. guardare :-Rom. *zvarddre- WGerm. 
*zvaroo WARD1. So guard vb. xvr. f. the 
sb. or- (O)F. garder, tguarder. guardian 
gii·Jdi;Jn protector, defender xv (spec. su
perior of a Franciscan convent); (leg.) cor
relative to zrard XVI. Late ME. gardein -
AN. gardein, OF. garden, earlier gardenc 
(mod. gardien from XIII, with assim. of suffix 
to -ien -IAN, which was followed in Eng.; cf. 
Sp. guardian, It. guardiano). See WARDEN. 

guava gwii·v;J tree of tropical America. XVI 
(guayava, -avo). - Sp. guayaba, -abo, of 
S. Amer. origin. 

gubernatorial gjub;Jmeit5·ri;Jl (chiefly 
U.S.) of a governor or government. XVIII. 
f. L, guberndtor GOVERNOR+-IAL, 

gudgeon1 gA·d3;Jn small freshwater fish xv; 
bait; gullible person XVI. Late ME. gogen, 
gojo(u)n- (O)F. goujon :- L. gobio(n-), f. 
gobius GOBY. 

gudgeon2 gA·d3;1n pivot of metal, etc. XIV. 
- (O)F. goujon pin, dowel, tenon, dim. of 
gouge GOUGE. 

Guebre gi·b;J:t, gei·b;JJ fire-worshipper, 
Parsee. XVII. - F. guebre - Pers. gabr; cf. 
GIAOUR. 

Guelder rose ge·ld;JJrouz snowball-tree, 
Viburnum Opulus. XVI (Gelders Rose, 
Gerarde). - Du. geldersche roos (whence G. 
Gelderische rose, F. rose de Gueldre, etc.); f. 
Gelderland or Gelders, province of Holland. 

Guelph gwelf one of the anti-imperialist 
party in medieval Italian politics (cf. Gm
BELL!NE). XVI (Guelfes, E. K. in Spenser's 
'Shepherds Calendar'). - It. Gueljo, medL. 
Guelphus- MHG. rVeljname of the princely 
family repr. at the present time by the royal 
dynasty of Great Britain. 

guerdon ga·Jd;Jn (arch.) reward. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF.guer(e)don = Pr. guierd6, Sp.galardon, 

GUIDON 

It. guiderdone :-Rom. (medL.) widerdonum 
- W. Germ. '*zoidarlon ( = OHG. widarlon, 
OE. wijJerlean, f. wijJer again + lean pay
ment) with assim. of the second el. to L. 
donum gift. So gue·rdon vb. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. guer(e)doner, f. the sb. 

guerilla g;Jri·b irregular war carried on by 
small bodies; (transf.) one engaged in such 
warfare. XIX (Wellington, Scott). More 
freq. sp. of guerrilla (so F. guerilla)- Sp. 
guerrilla, dim. of guerra WAR; introduced 
into F. and Eng. during the Peninsular War 
(I8o8-I4)· 

guernsey g;i·mzi thick knitted (usu. blue) 
vest or shirt, worn by seamen. XIX. f. name 
of one of the Channel Islands; cf. JERSEY. 

guess1 ges "ttake aim xm; form an approxi
mate judgement or estimate of XIV. ME. 
gesse, with earlyvar. agesse(cf. OSw. begissa); 
perh. orig. naut. and - vars. with -e- of 
MLG., MDu. (Du., Fris.) gissen, or OSw. 
gissa, ODa. gitse; ult. f. base of GET (cf. ON. 
geta guess) and repr. Germ. types *getisojan, 
*gatisojan, *gissjan, *gessjan. (jf Thesp. with 
gu- and gh- date from XVI; cf. GUEST. So 
guess sb. xrv; cf. MDu. gisse (Du. gis). 

guess 2 ges (with var. guest) in guess-ROPE 
XVII (guestrope), guess-WARPXV(gyeswarpe), 
rope for steadying a boat in tow, etc.; perh. 
orig. based on GUY', and assim. later to prec. 

guest gest one who is entertained at an
other's house or table. XIII. - ON. gestr; 
superseding OE. giest, gest (whence ME. 
!Jest, occurring beside mixed forms like gust, 
gist) = OS., OHG. (Du., G.) gast, Goth. 
gasts :- CGerm. *gastiz :-IE. *ghostis, repr. 
also by L. hostis enemy, orig. stranger 
(whence *hostipot-, L. hospit-, hospes guest, 
HOST 2), and OS!. gostt guest, friend, and 
pro b. (in the weak grade *ghs-) by Gr. xenos 
(:- *ghsenos) stranger. (]!The sp. gu-, dating 
from XVI, marks the stopped g, like the 
earlier var. with gh-; cf. GUESS1• 

guffaw gAf5· sb. and vb. expressive of loud 
and boisterous laughter. XVIII. orig. Sc. 
(Ramsay), of imit. origin; cf. the earlier 
Sc. synon. gawf (xvr). 

guicower var. of GAEKWAR. 
guide gaid direct the course of. XIV (Ch., 

Gower). - (O)F. guider, alteration of tguier 
(whence ME. tguy, early XIV) = Pr. guizar, 
Sp. guiar, It. guidare :- CRom. *widdre
Germ. *zvitan, f. *wit-, gradation-var. of 
'*wit- (see WIT), repr. by OE., OS. witan 
blame, OFris. wita guard, keep, Goth. 
fraJweitan avenge, jairJweitjan gaze upon 
( cf. the meanings of other derivs. of this 
base, OE. wise direction, WISE', wissian 
direct, guide, G. weisen indicate, direct). So 
guide sb. XIV. - (O)F. guide ( = It. guida), 
f. the vb. 

guidon gai·d;Jn pennant broad next the 
staff and pointed at the other end. XVI. - F. 
guidon- It. guidone, f. guida GUIDE. 

[4I8] 



GUILD 

guild, gild2 gild confraternity for mutual aid. 
XIV. The present form is prob.- MLG., 
MDu.gilde, Du. gild. (G. gilde is from LG.) 
:- •gelojon, rei. to OE. gield, gild payment, 
offering, sacrifice, idol, (also) guild (conti
nued as ']ild, yeld), OFris. geld, ield money, 
OS. geld payment, sacrifice, reward, OHG. 
gelt payment, tribute (Du., G. geld money), 
ON. gjald payment, Goth. gild tribute :
CGerm. •geloam and ON. gildi guild, guild
feast, (also) payment, value :-Germ. •gelo
jam. The base "'gelo- is prob. to be taken 
in the sense 'pay, offer', so that the sb. would 
primarily mean an association of persons 
contributing to a common object. 

guilder gi·ld;Jl coin of the Netherlands. xv 
(guldren; later gildren, gilder). Alteration 
(perh. after kroner) of Du. gulden (which 
was adopted unaltered in Sc. XVI), prop. adj. 
of gold, golden ( = OE. gylden); see -EN3• 

guile gail insidious cunning. XIII. -OF. 
guile = Pr. guila (whence Pg. guilha), perh. 
- Scand. •zvihl- WILE. Cf. BEGUILE. 

guillemot gi·lim<>t sea-bird of the genus 
Alca. XVII (Ray). -F. guillemot, deriv. of 
Guillaume William; cf. the syns. guillem 
(- W. Gwilym William) and willock. f1l Other 
bird names derived from personal names are 
dicky, jackdaw, jay, magpie, robin. 

guillotine gibti·n machine with knife blade 
for beheading. XVIII (1793). -F. guillotine 
(1790), f. name of Joseph-Ignace Guillotin, 
French doctor who recommended its use. 

guilt gilt toffence, crime OE.; tresponsi
bility for something XII ; tdesert XIII ; fact 
of having committed an offence XIV; state of 
having wilfully offended XVI. OE. gylt, of 
unkn. origin. Hence guHtY1• OE. gyltig. 

guimp var. of GIMP. 

guinea gi·ni name of a portion of the west 
coast of Africa, first known in Pg. Guine, 
whence Sp. Guine, F. Guim!e; applied to 
things derived thence (or, with vague refer
ence, from some other distant country) as 
Guinea fowl (xviii), Guinea hen (xv1), Guinea 
pepper (xvi) orig. Cayenne pepper, Guinea 
pig (xvn), Guinea worm (xvn). The gold 
coin named guinea was first struck in 1663 
'in the name and for the use of the Company 
of Royal Adventurers trading with Africa', 
being intended for the Guinea trade and 
made of gold from Guinea. 

guipure gipli·r kind of lace and of gimp. 
XIX. - (O)F. guipure, f. guiper cover with 
silk, wool, etc. - Germ. *wipan wind round. 

guise gaiz style, fashion. XIII (La3.). - (O)F. 
guise = Pr. guiza, Sp., It. guisa :-Rom. 
*wisa - Germ. *wison WISE1• Cf. DISGUISE. 

guitar gitii•l six-stringed instrument of the 
lute class. XVII (guittara, guitarra, ghittar, 
gittar). orig.- Sp.guitarra, later- F.guitare 
(superseding OF. guiterne GITTERN)- Sp. 

GUM 

itself- Gr. kithdrii, which was adopted in L. 
as ci·thara, whence Pr. cedra, It. cetera, and 
OHG. cithara (G. zither); see also CITHERN, 
CITOLE, ZITHER. 

gulch gAlf (U.S.) deep ravine. xrx. perh. 
f. dial. vb. gulch swallow, sink in (cf. Norw. 
gulka). 

gulden gu·ld;}n coin of Netherlands and 
Germany, orig. of gold, later of silver. XVI. 
- Flem., G. gulden, sb. use of adj. of GOLD, 
golden, = OE. gylden, etc. (CGerm. •gul
pinaz). 

gules gjulz {her.) red. XIV. Late ME. 
goules, gals, gulles- OF. goules, gales (mod. 
gueules), pl. ofgole,gueulethroat (cf. GULLET), 

used, like medL. pl. gulm, for pieces of fur 
used as a neck-ornament and dyed red. 

gulf gAlf kind of bay; chasm, abyss. xrv. 
- (O)F. golfe- It. golfo ( = Pr. golfe, Sp. 
golfo) :-Rom. *colpu-s, *colphu-s- Gr. kol
pos, (late) kolphos bosom, fold, gulf:- IE. 
*qolpos, *qwolpos (cf. OE. hwealf vault, 
vaulted, belhwielfan arch over, OHG. welben 
:- *xzvalojan, G. wolben arch). f1l For the 
sense cf. L. sinus, G. busen bosom, bay. 

gulP gAl (dial.) unfledged bird; gosling. 
XIV. prob. sb. use of tgull yellow (-ON. 
gulr). Hence, perh. partly the use of gull for 
'credulous person, dupe' (late xvr), but cf. 
the somewhat earlier gull vb. dupe, cheat, 
surviving in gu ·llible, XIX, which itself may 
be a transf. use of tgull vb. swallow (XVI), 
rei. to tgull sb. throat, gullet (xv)- OF. gale, 
gou[e (see GULES, GULLET). 

gull• gAl long-winged web-footed sea-bird. 
xv. prob.- W. gwylan, Cornish guilan = 
Breton gwelan, goelann (whence F. goeland), 
Olr. foilenn :- OCeltic *voilenno-. 

gullet gA·lit oesophagus XIV (golet); water
channel XVI. - OF. "'golet, goulet, dim. of 
gale, goule (mod. gueule) :- L. gula throat, 
rei. to Olr. gelim I swallow, Skr.galasthroat, 
OE. ceole, OS., OHG. kela (G. kehle) 
throat; see -ET. 

gully gA·Ii tgullet XVI; channel or ravine 
worn by water XVII; deep gutter XVIII. -F. 
goulet neck of a bottle, outlet, narrow passage 
of water; see prec. 

gulp gAlp swallow hastily or greedily xv; 
gasp, choke XVI(golpe,gulpe). prob.- MDu. 
gulpen swallow, guzzle, of imit. origin. 
f1l (Similar synon. forms of about the same 
date are tglobbe, tglop, tgloup, which are 
nearer to OSw. glup throat,glupsk voracious.) 

gum1 gAm tinside of mouth or throat OE.; 
firm flesh in which the teeth are fixed. XIV. 
OE. goma, corr. to OHG. guomo (MHG. 
guome) gum, ON. gomr roof or floor of the 
mouth, finger-tip, rei. to OHG. goumo (G. 
gaumen); further connexions have been seen 
in Lith. gomurys gum, Lett. giimurs windpipe, 
Gr. khdos CHAos, khaunos yawning, and L. 
faux, pl. fauces throat (IE. "'gheu-•ghOu-). 



GUM 

gum • gAm viscid secretion from trees. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. gomme = Pr., Sp. goma, 
Pg.,It.gomma :-Rom. *'gumma,for L.gummi, 
var. of cummi- Gr. k6mmi- Egyptian kemai. 
Hence gummY1 • XIV (Trevisa). gum vb. 
ttreat with aromatic gums xv; fasten or 
stiffen with gum XVI; partly after (O)F. 
gammer. 

gum• gAm. xrx. (sl.) Deformation of GoD, 
in by or my gum. 

gumbo gA·mbou (U.S.) okra plant or pods; 
soup thickened with the pods; (geol.) local 
clay or mud. XIX. Of Negro origin; cf. 
Angola kingombo (in Marcgraf, 1648, quin
gombo), f. Bantu prefix ki-+ngombo. 

gum-gum gA"mgAm iron bowl used as a 
gong. XVII. Presumably Malay; cf. gong
gong s.V. GONG. 

gumption gA·mPJan common sense XVIII 
(Ramsay); in painting, a vehicle for colour 
XIX. orig. Sc. ; also rumgumption, rumble
gumption; of unkn. origin. 

gun gAn heavy piece of ordnance, cannon 
XIV; tlarge engine of war; portable fire-arm 
xv. ME. gunne, gonne (1339 instrumenta de 
!atone, vocitata Gonnes; whence AL. gunna, 
gonna), prob. repr. pet-form (*'Gunna; in 
Sw. dial. Gunne) of the Scan d. female name 
Gunnhildr (f. gunnr + hildr, both meaning 
'war'), which may have been orig. applied 
to ballist!l! or the like; cf. 'una magna balista 
de cornu qua! vocatur Domina Gunilda' 
(1330-1 in Exchequer Accounts) and 'gon
nylde gnoste', i.e. Gunnild's spark (Political 
Song temp. Edward II). (j[ For a similar ap
plication of a female name cf. Meg, the 
great rsth-century gun in Edinburgh castle. 
Hence gunnER1 gA·na.r. XIV. (Not f. gun 
vb. XVII.) Whence gu·nnERY. XVII. Also 
gu·nPOWDBR XV, gu·nSHOT XV, gu·nSMITH 
XVI, gu·n-STOCK, -STONE XV. 

gunny gA·ni coarse material for sacking. 
xvm. -Hindi, Marathi goni :- Skr. g61;1i 
sack. 

Gunter gA·nta.r name of Edmund Gunter 
(rs8r-r626), Eng. mathematician, after 
whom several instruments are named, and 
the source of the U.S. phr. according to 
Gunter, equiv. to Eng. according to CocKER. 

gunwale, gunnel gA·nal upper edge of a 
ship's side, formerly serving to support the 
guns. xv (gonne walles). f. GUN+wALE. 

gun yah gA ·nja Australian hut. XIX. -Native 
name (Port Jackson dial. gonie). 

gup gAp (sl., orig. Anglo-Indian) gossip; 
(hence) vapid talk, blather. XIX. -Hind. 
gup. 

gurgitation gS.rd3itei· Jan tswallowing XVI 
(rare); surging up and down, ebullient mo
tion. xrx. - modL. *'gurgitatio(n-), f. late L. 
gurgitiire engulf, f. gurgit-, gurges gulf, abyss. 
See INGURGITATION, REGURGITATION. 

GUTTA PERCHA 

gurgle g;l·.zgl tgargle (rare); make the 
sound of bubbling liquid. XVI. prob. imit., 
if not directly- similarly formed vbs., e.g. 
MLG., Du. gorgelen, G. gurgeln, and It. 
gorgogliare, Pg. gurgulhar :- Rom. *'gurgu
liiire, f. L. gurgulio gullet. 

Gurkha g;J·.rka, [lgfnka (also erron. Gh-) 
one of the ruling Hindu race in Nepal, India. 
XIX. Native name, f. Skr. giius cow1+raksh 
guard, protect. 

gurnard, gurnet g;J·.rna.rd, g;J·.rnit fish of 
the genus Trigla. XIV. -OF. gornart, for 
*'gronart, f. gronir, by-form of grondir ( = Sp. 
gruiiir, It. grugnire) :- L. grundire, grunnire 
GRUNT; see -ARD. (j[ The fish is so named 
because it makes a grunting sound when 
caught; cf. the equiv. F. grandin (f. grander 
grumble), G. knurrfisch, knurrhahn (f. knur
ren grumble), Du. knorhaan; also U.S.grunt, 
grunter name for fishes of similar habits. 

guru var. of GOOROO. 
gurry gA·ri small native Indian fort. XIX. 

- Hind. gar hi, f. garh hill fort. 
gush gAJ flow or rush out violently. XIV. 
The early evidence points to pro b. northern 
origin, but Scand. forms (ON. gj6sa, Ice!. 
gusa) do not tally; pro b. an independent 
imit. formation (cf. (M)Du. gutsen, which, 
however, may be f. *'gut- pour; see FUSION). 

gusset gA·sit flexible piece introduced be
tween two adjacent pieces of mail xv; tri
angular piece let into a garment xvr. - (O)F. 
gousset crescent-shaped piece of armour 
under the armpit, hollow of the armpit, 
piece of cloth let in under it and in other 
parts, (now) waistcoat pocket, formally dim. 
of gousse pod, shell (though this is much 
later), of unkn. origin. 

gust gAst sudden violent wind. XVI (Sh.). 
prob. earlier restricted to dial. or naut. use 
-ON. gustr, f. *'gus-, weak grade of the base 
of ON. gj6sa gush. Cf. GEYSER. 

gustation gAstei·Jan tasting, taste. xvr. 
- L. gustiitio(n-), f. gustiire, f. gustus; see 
next and -ATION. So gu·statrVE, gu·sta
toRY. XVII. 

gusto gA·stou taste, liking; keen relish; 
style of a work of art. xvn. -It. gusto 
( = Pr. gost, F. goz2t) :- L. gustu-s taste, rei. 
to CHOOSE. A direct adoption from L. in the 
form gust (xv) was current in various senses, 
(r) taste, (2) liking, (3) flavour, (4) relish; 
and of F. gout, tgoust (xvr), in the senses 
(r) liking, relish, (2) resthetic judgement, 
(3) flavour (cf. HAUT-GOUT, HOGO). 

gut gAt (pl.) bowels OE.; (sg.) intestine XIV; 
narrow passage or channel XVI (Leland). 
OE. pl. guttas, prob. f. base *'gut- of OE. 
geotan, Goth. giutan pour (see FUSION). 
Hence gut vb. XIV. 

gutta percha gA·ta pS·Jtja inspissated juice 
of various Malayan trees. XIX. - Malay 
getah percha, i.e. getah gum, percha tree 
yielding the juice; assim. to L. gutta drop, 
used in med. and modL. for gum. 



GUTTER 

gutter g.<~. ·ta.I twatercourse xnr ; shallow 
trough to carry away water xrv. -AN. 
gotere, OF. gotiere (mod. gouttiere) = Pr., 
Sp. got era :- Rom. *guttiiria ( cf. -ARY), f. L. 
gutta drop (cf. GOUT). Hence gu•tter vb. 
channel XIV; stream XVI ; (of a candle) melt 
rapidly by being channelled on one side xvnr. 
gu·tter-snipe common snipe, also called 
mire snipe; gatherer of refuse, street urchin. 
XIX. f. gutter in dial. sense of 'mud, filth'. 

guttle g.<~.·tl eat greedily. XVII. f. GUT, after 
guzzle. 

guttural g.<~. ·tara! pert. to the throat. XVI. 
- F. guttural or medL. gutturalis, f. guttur 
throat; see -AL 1• 

gutty g.<~. ·ti gutta-percha ball. XIX. f. gutta 
of GUTTA PERCHA+-Y6

• 

guy1 gai (naut.) rope, chain, etc., used to 
steady a thing. First in guy-rope (girap XIV, 
gyerope xv), prob. of LG. origin, as are Du. 
gei brail, geitouw clew-garnet, geiblok pulley, 
G. geitau clew-line, (pl.) brails (cf. auf/geien 
haul or brail up), F. gui main-boom (XVII); 
cf. GuESs•. 

guy• gai effigy of Guy Fawkes; grotesque 
person, 'fright'; (U.S.) man. XIX. Hence 
guy vb. (U.S.) ridicule. XIX. 

guzzle gA·zl swallow greedily. XVI. poss. 
-OF. gosiller, a deriv. of gosier throat, but 
found only in the senses 'chatter' and 'vomit'. 

gwyniad gwi•ni~d fish of the salmon kind 
with white flesh. XVII. - W. gwyniad, f. 
gwy11 white. 

gybe, jibe d3aib (naut.) swing from one 
side of the vessel to the other, as a sail; put 
(a boat) about. xvn. - Du. tgijben (mod. 
gijpen, whence G. geipen); but initial d3 is 
unexplained; cf. JIB1• 

gyle gail fermenting wort; brewing, brew. 
xrv. - MDu. ghifl (Du. gijl), rei. to giflen 
ferment, of unkn. origin. 

gymbals var. of GIMBALS. 

gymkhana d3imkii·na in India, public re
sort for games; in Europe, athletic sports 
display. XIX. Alteration, by assim. to gym
nastic, of Hind. gendkhiina 'ball-house', 
racket court. 

gymnasium d3imnei·ziam place for ath
letic exercises. XVI. - L. - Gr. gumndsion, 
f. gumndzein train (lit. naked), f. gumn6s 
NAKED, NUDE. So gy·mnast. XVI. - F. or 
Gr. gumnasds trainer of athletes. gym
nastic -~·stik adj. and sb. XVI (sb. pl. XVII). 
- L. gymnasticus- Gr. gumnastik6s. 

gymno- d3i·mnou, d3imno· comb. form of 
Gr. gumn6s naked, in many nat. hist. terms, 
the earliest of which is gymnospermous naked
seeded (xvm) - modL. (cf. SPERM). 

GYRON 

gymnosophist d3imno·s::>fist ascetic Hindu 
philosopher who wore little or no clothing, 
etc. XVI (earlier once pl. genosophis XIV as if 
based on Gr. *gumn6sophos). -F. gymno
sophiste (fgisnocephite)- L. (pl.) gymnoso
plzist;e- Gr. (pl.) gumnosophistai, f. gumn6s 
GYMNO-+soplzistifs SOPHIST. 

gymnotus d3imnou·tas electric eel. XVIII. 
modL. (Linn~us), for *gymnonotus, f. Gr. 
gumn6s GYMNO- + n6ton back, with ref. to 
the absence of dorsal fins. 

gynreceum d3ainisi·am (antiq.) women's 
apartments XVIII; (bot.) female organs (usu. 
sp. gyncecium, by assim. to Gr. oikio'! house). 
L.- Gr. gunaikefon, f. gunaik-, gune woman 
(see QUEAN). 

gynreco-, U.S. -eco- gai-, d3aini·kou, d3in-,, 
-ko·- repr. Gr. gunaiko-, comb. form of gune 
woman, female (see QUEAN), as in gynreco·
CRACY female rule (XVII, Selden). - F. 
gymfcocratie or modL. gynrecocratia- Gr. 
gynreCO'LOGY. XIX. 

gyno- d3ai·nou, d3i·nou, d3ino· before a 
vowel gyn-, shortened form of GYNlECO-, 
used in bot. terms to denote 'pistil', 'ovary', 
e.g. Gynandria (Linn~us) class of plants 
having stamen and pistil united. So -gynous 
d3in::>s repr. Gr. -gunos, used for 'having 
such-and-such pistils or female organs', e.g. 
andro·gynous, mono·gynous. 

gyp d3ip (at Cambridge and Durham Univ.) 
college servant. XVIII (also tfip ). per h. 
short for fgippo scullion (xvii), transf. use 
of tgippo tunic- (O)F. jupeau, dim. of 
fup(p)e. 

gypsum d3i·psam hydrous calcium sul
phate, from which plaster of Paris is made. 
XVII. - L. (Cato, Pliny; also -us)- Gr. 
gupsos, of Semitic origin (cf. Ass. ga~~u, 
Arab. ge{'f', whence Sp. algez). The L. word 
was anglicized as gips (xv), gyps (xvm); cf. 
F. gypse, tgips. So gy·psEous. XVII. f. late 
L. gypseus. t][ In Rom. langs. pop. forms 
have the meaning 'plaster', e.g. OF. gip(se), 
gif, gy, It. GESSO, Pr. geis, Sp. yeso, Pg. gesso. 

gypsy see GIPSY. 

gyrate d3aiarei·t move in a circle or spiral. 
XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. gyriire, f. g;Yrus 
-Gr. guros ring, circle; see -ATE3

• So gyr
A'TION.xvu. -late L.; cf. F.giration. gyre 
d3aia~ revolution, whirl, circle. XVI. - L. 
gyrus. ·gyro- d3aia·rou, d3ai::>m• comb. 
form of Gr. guros. 

gyrfalcon var. of GERFALCON. 

gyron d3aia·r::>n (her.) ordinary of triangular 
form. XVI. - (O)F. giron, tgeron gusset, 
corr. to Sp. giron, It. girone- OFrank. 
•gero = OHG. gero (see GORE 2). So 
gyro·nnv• (her.) divided into gyrons. 
XIV (ierownde; forms with nn before XVI). 

[421] 



GYVE 

gyve d3aiv (arch.) fetter. XIII (giue, La3.). 
Of unkn. origin ; a solitary ex. of gives et 
manicles in an AN. text (XIV) may merely 
reflect the Eng. word; pl. gyves (de draps) 
bundles (of cloths) in 'Liber Albus' an. I4I9 
is difficult to relate because of the meaning; 
deriv. from OE. wippe WITH1 does not ac
count for the long vowel. The traditional 

HACKBUT 

pronunc. was with initial g, as is shown by 
ME. alliterative practice and sp. with gu
(xv-xvm); the present pronunc. with d3 is 
due to misinterpretation of give when the 
word had become obs. in oral use. Hence 
gyve vb. XIII (pp. igwiued). «1f Not to be 
connected with similar and synon. W. gefyn, 
lr. geibheann, Gael. geimheal. 

II 
ha hii excl. denoting surprise, joy, scorn, 

suspicion, etc. XIII (Cursor M.); teh? (so 
ON. hd) XVI; in hesitating speech XVII (Sh., 
Jonson). So in many other langs., but not 
found in OE. in its simple form; for its use 
to denote laughter see AHA, HA-HA1 and cf. 
HE2, HO. 

habeas corpus hei·bi:'es k5·.Tp;~s (leg.) writ 
requiring a person to be brought before the 
court. xv. First words of the writ beginning 
Habeas corpus ad subjiciendum (etc.) you 
shall produce the body [of the person con
cerned, in court] to undergo [what the court 
may award]; L. habeas, znd pers. sg. pres. 
subj. of habere have, corpus body. 

haberdasher hre·b;~JdreJ;~J dealer in small 
articles appertaining to dress, fom1erly of 
wider application. XIV. prob.-AN. *haber
dasser, *hapertasser (cf. haberdasshrie in an 
AN. document xv), presumably f. recorded 
hapertas (xv), of unkn. origin and uncertain 
meaning (Eng. thaberdash was used for 
'small wares' XV-XVII); see -ER2 • So ha·ber
dashERY. XVI. 

habergeon hre·b;~Jd3;~n sleeveless coat of 
armour. XIV. - (O)F. haubergeon, f. OF. 
hauberc HAUBERK j cf. -OON. Since XVI only 
hist.; treated in verse (xvii-xvm) as three or 
as four syll. with the stress on the second. 

habiliment h;~bi-Jim;mt equipment; tpl. 
munitions of war; pl. apparel. xv. -OF. 
abillement (later and mod. habillement), f. 
habiller render fit, fit out, (hence, by assoc. 
with habit) clothe, dress, f. habile ABLE; see 
-MENT. 

habilitate hrebi·liteit (arch. or obs.) qualify. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. habilitare, f. 
habilitas ABILITY; see -ATE 3• Survives 
chiefly in t·ehabilitate. 

habit hre·bit A. apparel, dress XIII; B. 
mental constitution XIV; settled disposition, 
custom xvr. ME. (h)abit- OF. abit (later 
and mod. habit) = Pr. (h)abit, It. abita:- L. 
habitu-s, f. habit-, pp. stem of habere have, 
hold, refl. be constituted, be, with cogn. 
forms in Osco-Umbrian and Celtic. (Cf. 
Gr. hexis state, habit, rei. to ekhein have, be 
conditioned in a certain way.) The range of 
meaning (in modF. distributed between 
habit dress and habitude custom) was fully 
developed in L. (but the sense 'dress, attire' 

was not pre-Augustan); cf. custom, costume. 
So habit A. tdwell (cf. INHABIT) XIV (Ch.); 
B. dress XVI (Sh.). - (O)F. habiter- L. 
habitare. habitA·TroN dwelling, abode. XIV. 
- (O)F.- L. habitat hre·bitret native 
locality of an animal or plant. XVIII. - L. 
'dwells', 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of habitare 
dwell, inhabit; derived from its use in floras 
and faunas to introduce the natural place of 
growth or occurrence of a species (e.g. 
'Common Primrose. Habitat in sylvis'). 
habitUAL1 h:'ebi·tju;~l tpert. to the inward 
disposition XVI; pert. to habit, customary 
XVII. - medL. habituiilis, f. habitus HABIT. 
So habi·tuATE 3 fix in a habit. xvr. f. late L. 
habituat-, -are. habitue (h):'ebi·tjuei habi
tual visitor. XIX. F., pp. of habituer- L. 
ha·biTUDE constitution, temperament XIV; 
disposition, habit XVII. - (O)F. - L. 

hachish see HASHEESH. 

hachure (h)!e·ju;}.r (pl.) lines used in hill
shading in physical geography. XIX. -F. 
hachure, f. hacher HATCH 3 ; see -URE. 

hacienda resie·nd;~ (in Spain and Sp. 
colonies) estate with dwelling-house. xvm. 
Sp., 'domestic work, landed property' :- L. 
facienda, n. pl. of gerundive of facere make, 
oo1 • 

hack1 hrek cut with heavy blows XII; break 
up (ground), etc. xvn. OE. (to)haccian cut 
in pieces = OFris. (to)hakia, MLG., MDu., 
(M)HG. hacken (Du. hakken); CWGerm. 
deriv. of imit. base *xak-; cf. synon. OE. 
hmccan, OHG. hecken. So hack sb. tool for 
breaking or chopping up XIII; gash, cut, 
notch XVI. Partly- MLG. hakke; partly 
f. the vb. 

hack 2 hrek board for a hawk's meat XVI; 
rack XVII. By-form of HATCH', pro b. due to 
assoc. with its north. dial. var. heck. 

hack3 hlEk from XVII in various senses of 
HACKNEY (esp. 'riding-horse' and 'drudge'), 
of which it is a shortening. Hence vb. make 
a hack of, etc. XVIII. 

hackbut, hagbut hre·k-, hre·gbAt harque
bus. XYI. -F. haquebut(e), alteration of 
haquebusche - MDu. hakebus, hagebus (Du. 
haakbus), MLG. hakebusse, f. hake(n) HOOK 
+bus(se) gun, firearm (cf. BLUNDERBUs), so 
called from the hook orig. cast on the gun 
as an attachment. 



HACKERY 

hackery hre·bri native Indian bullock-cart. 
XVII. -Hindi chl},akra two-wheeled cart. 

hackle hre·kl flax-comb; long feathers on 
the neck of a domestic cock, etc. xv. By
form of HATCHEL; cf. HECKLE. 

hackmatack hre·km~trek American larch. 
XVIII. Amer. Indian (cf. Abnaki akemantak). 

hackney hre·kni riding-horse, esp. for hire 
XIV (in hakeneyman, 1 308); tcommon 
drudge, prostitute XVI; short for hackney
coach XVII (Pepys). In AN. hakenei (XIV), 
AL. hakeneius (xiii), prob. f. ME. Hakenei 
Hackney in Middlesex, Skeat's view being 
that horses were raised on the pasture land 
there and taken to Smithfield market through 
Mare Street. qHence (O)F. haquemie, Pr. 
(f)acanea, Sp. hacanea, It. (ac)chinea. 

had see HAVE. 
haddock hre·dak fish allied to the cod. XIV. 
In AL. haddocus (XIII); pro b. - A::'\1. hadoc, 
var. of OF. (h)adot, pl. hadoz, haddos, of 
unkn. origin. fJf Forthefinalcons.cf.HAVOC. 

Hades hei·diz Pluto; the kingdom of 
Pluto, the lower world; state or abode of 
the dead. XVI. -Gr. Hdides; in LXX and 
N.T. Gr. used to render Heb. sheol abode 
of the dead. 

hadji hre·d3i pilgrim to the tomb of Mo
hammed. XVII. - Arab. baji pilgrim, f. IJ,ajj 
pilgrimage. fJf In CEur. use. 

hrematite, hematite he·m;;,tait, hi·- native 
sesquioxide of iron. XVII. - L. hmmatites 
-Gr. haimatftes (sc. lithos stone) 'blood-like 
stone', f. lzaimat-, lzaima blood; see -ITE. 

hremat(o)- hi·m~t(ou), shortened hrem(o)-, 
comb. forms of Gr. (lz)aima blood, as in lza::
mato-, ha:moglo·bin, h<Ematu-ria. XIX. hre
moptysis -.:>·ptisis spitting of blood. xvn 
(Sir T. Browne). modL.; Gr. ptuein spit. 
hremorrhage, hemorrhage he·m;;,rid3 
flux of blood. XVII (earlier emorogie, lzemo
ragie).- F. Jzemorr(h)agie, temorogie- L. 
hremorrlzagia (Pliny) - Gr. lzaimorrlzagia, f. 
haimo- + *rhag-, base of rhegndnai break, 
burst. hremorrhoid, hemorrhoid he·
m;;,roid (pl.) piles. XIV. Late ME. emeroudis, 
whence emerods (XVI-XVII) - OF. emeroyde, 
later hdmorrhotdes (XVI)- L. hremorrhoida 
-Gr. haimorrhois, ace. -aida discharging 
blood, pl. -aides (sc. phlebes veins) bleeding 
piles, f. haim6rrhoos, f. haimo-+ *rhoF- flow 
(see STREAM); assim. to L.-Gr. form in xvr. 

hafnium hre·fniam metallic element disco
vered in 1923. modL., f. Hafnia, L. name of 
Copenhagen(Kobenhavn),Denmark;see-IUM. 

haft hreft handle. OE. h<Pft, lzrefte, corr. to 
MLG. lzechte (Du. lzeclzt, heft), OHG. hefti 
(G.Izeft), ON. hepti :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*xaftjam, f. *xaf- HEAVE; see -T1

• 

hag1 hreg female evil spirit XIII ; repulsive 
old woman XIV ( ?). ME. hegge (xiii AncrR.), 
hagge (XIV PP!.); rare before XVI. perh. 
shortening of OE. ha:gtesse, hegtes fury, 
witch = MDu. haglzetisse (Du. hecse), OHG. 
haga;;:issa (G. hexe), of unkn. origin. 

HAIR 

hag2 hreg (Sc. and north.) tgap, chasm XIII 
(Cursor M.); broken moss-ground (i) piece 
of soft bog XVII, (ii) spot of firmer ground in 
a peat bog XIX. -ON. *haggw-, ht;Jgg gap, 
breach, orig. cutting blow (whence the Sc. 
and north. Eng. senses 'cutting, hewing', 
'cut wood'), f. *haggwa, h(Jggva HEW. 

haggard hre•g;ud (of a hawk) untamed, 
wild XVI; tgaunt, lean; wild-looking XVII. 
- (O)F. hagard, perh. f. Germ. *hag
hedge, bush, HAW1 ; see -ARD. Later infl. in 
sense by HAG1 (for which haggard occurs 
xvn-XVIII); cf. dial. !zagged haggard (xvu). 

haggis hre·gis dish consisting of minced 
entrails of a sheep, etc., boiled in the maw of 
the animal; now esp. Scotch. XV (hagese, 
hagas). Of unkn. origin; identity of form 
with thaggess magpie has suggested the 
possibility of its being a transf. use of the 
source of this, (O)F. agace, agasse magpie 
- OHG. agaz(z)a; cf. PIE2 • 

haggle hre·gl mangle with cuts XVI; wrangle 
in bargaining XVII. f. dial. hag cut (XIV 
-ON. *haggw- ht;Jggva HEW)+ -LE 3

• 

hagio- hre·giou, hregi;,· repr. Gr. hdgios 
holy, used for 'saint' in hagio·GRAPHY, 
hagio·LOGY (xix) and derivs. hagio·grapha 
books of the O.T. not included in the Law 
and the Prophets. xvr. late L. - Gr., 'sacred 
writings'. hagiosCOPE hre· gioskoup open
ing in the wall of an aisle, etc., supposed to 
provide a view of the high altar (also called 
squint). XIX; a modern ecclesiologist's 
coinage. q The pronunc. with g is irreg. 

ha-ha1 haha OE. ha ha (see HA); so in many 
other langs. Cf. AHA. 

ha-ha2 hii·ha sunk fence. XVIII. -F. haha 
(xvn), usu. taken to be so named from the 
expression of surprise at meeting the obstacle 
(the F. word is also used for a strikingly 
ugly woman) ; red up!. of HA. 

haiduk see HEYDUCK, 
hail1 heil frozen vapour falling in pellets. 

OE. lurgl (with var. hagol, whence ME. 
hazvel), corr. to OFris. heil, OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) hagel, 0::'11. hagl :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*hag(a)laz, -am, rei. to Gr. kdkhlex pebble. 
Hence hail vb. xv. (Earlier thawele :- OE. 
hagalian = MHG. hag(a)len, ON. hagla.) 

hail" heil excl. of salutation. XII. ellipt. use 
of thai[ adj. (ME. phr. W<ES hadl! 'be whole 
or healthy', hail!; cf. WASSAIL)- ON. heill 
WHOLE (phr. kom heilll welcome! hail!, far 
heill! farewell!). Hence hail vb. XII (Orm). 

hair hr;;,.r any or all of the filamentous 
growths on the skin, esp. the head. OE. 
hii:r, her = OFris. her, OS., OHG. har (Du., 
G.lzaar), 0~. hdr :- CGerm. *xii:ram (exc. 
Gothic), of unkn. origin (there is no CIE. 
word for hair). The present sp. and pronunc. 
are abnormal (for *here or *hear hi..,.r) and 
are supposed to be due to assim. to thaire 
hair shirt- (O)F. /zaire- Frankish *harja 
(OHG. har(r)a). Hence ha·ir-, ha·irs
BREADTH. XVI (earlier hairbrede xv). hai ·rY1• 

XIII (Cursor M.). 



HAIRWOOD 

hairwood see HAREWOOD. 

hake heik cod-like fish, Merlucius vulgaris. 
xv. perh. for "'hakefish, £. (dial.) hake hook 
(-ON. haki; see HOOK); cf. Norw. hakeftsk 
applied to fishes having a hooked under
jaw, and OE. hacod pike. 

hakeem, hakim haki·m physician. xvn. 
- Arab. l;lakim wise, learned, philosopher, 
physician, f. l;lakama exercise authority, be 
wise or learned. 

halberd, halbert hre·lb;J.rd, hadb;J.rt weapon 
combining spear and battle-axe. xv. -F. · 
hallebarde, talabarde- It. alabarda- MHG. 
helmbarde (G. hellebarde), f. helm handle, 
HELM 2+barde, harte hatchet (OHG. barta = 
OS. barda, ON. baroa), rei. to bart BEARD 
(cf. 0~. skeggja halberd, lit. 'the bearded', 
f. skegg beard). 

halcyon hre·lsi;Jn bird fabled to breed on 
the sea. XIV (alceon, Gower). - L. halcyon, 
alcyon- Gr. alkuiJn kingfisher (halku6n by 
assoc. with hdls sea and kuon conceiving), 
rei. to L. alcedo. Halcyon days (earlier 
thalcyons days) 14 days during which the 
kingfisher broods and the sea is calm ; L. 
afcyo~ei,dies, alcyonides, alcedonia, Gr. d)uwo
vtSEs TJfLEpat. 

hale1 heil (dial.) sound, whole XIII (Onn); 
in robust health XVIII. ME. hiil, northern 
var. of WHOLE, taken into the literary lang. 
in mod. times. 

hale 2 heil draw, pull. XIII. - (O)F. haler 
-OS. halon(= OFris. halia, OHG. halOn, 
halon; Du. haZen, G. holen fetch; cf. OE. 
geholian acquire), poss. rei. to L. caltire, 
Gr. kaletn call (cf. CALENDS, INTERCALATE). 

half hiif being one of two equal parts. OE. 
half, (healf)= OFris., OS. (Du.) half, (O)HG. 
halb, ON. hd/jr, Goth. halbs :- CGerm. 
"'xaloaz. Applied to relatives that are such 
on one side only, as half-brother (xrv, R. 
Mannyng), half-sister (XIII, La3.), prob. 
-ON. hdlfbrdoir, hdlfsystur (pl.); cf. OFris. 
halfbrother, MLG. halfsusken, Du. half
broeder, MHG. halpswester, G. halbbruder, 
-schwester. Comp. halfPEN!\'Y (XIV, R. Man
nyng), in OE. healfpenigwurp (see WORTH), 
whence thalpeny, ha'penny hei·p(;J)ni, thalp
(w)orth, ha'p'orth hei·p;J.rjJ. Also sb. tside; 
one of two equal parts. OE. half, healf = 
OS. haloa, OHG. lzalba, ON. hdlfa region, 
part, lineage, Goth. lzalba side, half; ult. 
connexions doubtful. Cf. BEHALF. So half 
adv. OE. in comb., e.g. lzealfcwicu 'half
alive', half-dead, healfread reddish, and in 
correl. use, e.g. lzealf man healj assa half man 
half ass (onocentaur). Hence halve hav 
divide into two. XIII ; rep!. ME. helfen, OE. 
lzielfan :- "'xalojan. 

half-pace ha·fpeis raised floor, dais, foot
pace XVI; half-landing xvn. Alteration of 
lzalpace (xvr), var. of hau(l)tepase (xv)- F. 
haut pas 'high step' (see HAUGHTY, PACE). 

HALOID 

halibut hre·libat large flatfish. XV (also 
halibut, from xvn). f. hiily, HOLY+BUTT 3• 

For the first el. cf. LG. lzeilbut, heilige but, 
Du. heilbot, G. lzeilbutt, 0~. heilagr fiskr 
(Ice!. heilagfiski, Sw. helgefiundra, Da. helle
fisk, -fiyndre). 

halidom hre·lid;Jm (arch.) holy relics. OE. 
hiiligdom sanctity, holy place or thing ~ 
MDu. heilichdoem, OHG. heilagtuom (cf. 
ON. he/giddmr); see HOLY, -DOM. By my 
halidom (xvi) is due to misunderstanding. 

halitosis hrelitou·sis foulness of breath. 
XIX. f. L. halitus breath, exhalation+-osis, 
used irreg. 

hall h51 tspacious roofed place OE. ; large 
public room XI ; building for residence of 
students, business of a guild, etc. XIV; 
large dining-room in a college, etc., XVI; 
vestibule, lobby xvn. OE. hall, heall = OS., 
OHG. halla (Du. hall, G. halle), 0~. hQll 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) ""xallo, f. *xal
""xel- cover, conceal (cf. HELL). 

hallelujah hrelilfrja. XVI (Coverdale). 
- He b. hallelii_vtih praise J ah (i.e. Jehovah), 
f. imper. pl. of lzallel praise. Cf. ALLELUIA. 

halliard see HALYARD. 
hallo(a) hrelou· excl. calling attention and 

used in greeting. XIX (Dickens). Later form 
of HOLLO(A). Also (with other vowels in the 
unstressed syll.) hello(a)· XIX, hillo(a)• 
XVIII (illo XVII), hullo(a)· XIX. 

halloo hrelii· shout 'halloo' to incite hounds 
to the chase. XVI. perh. var. of HALLOWs. 
Survives in VIEW-HALLOO. Also halloo 
(XVII-XVIII). 

hallow1 hre·lou saint. OE. hiilga, sb. use of 
definite form of hiilig HOLY; obs. exc. as in 
ALL-HALLows, (Sc.) Hallow-E'E·N 31 Oct. 
(xviii), (hist.) Ha·llowmas All Saints' Day, 
I Nov. (halwe-, halumesday, XIV; see MASS1). 

hallow' hre·lou make or regard as holy, con
secrate, bless. OE. hii/gia11 = OS. helagon, 
OHG. heilagon (G. heiligen), ON. helga; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) vb. f. ""xailag- HOLY. 

hallows hre·lou shout so as to incite hounds. 
XIV. prob. - OF. halloer, imit. of shouting 
(cf. HALLOO). 

hallucination h;Jliiisined;Jn illusory no
tion. XVII. - L. halliiciniitio(n-), late form 
of iililcil!iitio, f. alzlcintiri wander in thought 
or speech - Gr. alussei11 be distraught or 
ill at ease, with ending as in vaticiniiri VATI· 
CINATE. 

halma hre·lm::~ game on a board, character
ized by leaping moves. XIX. - Gr. hdlma, f. 
hdllesthai leap, rei. to L. salire (see ASSAIL). 

halo hei·lou circle of light round the sun, 
etc., XVI; nimbus of a saint XVII; fig. XIX. 
- medL. halo, for L. halos (-on-) - Gr. hdlos 
threshing-floor, disk of the sun, moon, or 
a shield; cf. F. halo, It. alone, Sp. halon. 

haloid hre·loid like common salt. XIX. f. 
Gr. hdls SALT+-oiD. 



HALT 

halt1 h5lt (arch.) lame. OE. halt, healt = 
OFris., OS. halt, OHG. halz, ON. haltr, 
Goth. halts:- CGerm. *xaltaz, of unkn. 
origin. So halt vb. be lame OE. ; waver XIV; 
proceed lamely xv. OE. healtian, corr. to 
OS. hatton, OHG. halzen, f. the adj. 

halt• h5lt temporary stoppage on a march 
or journey. XVII (earlier talto XVI, talt xvrr). 
orig. in phr. make halt- G. halt machen 
(whence also F. jaire halte, It. far alto, Sp. 
alto hacer); in the G. phr. halt is prob. orig. 
based on the imper. ('stop', 'stand still') of 
halten HOLD. 

halter h5·lta.r rope or strap with a noose 
OE.; rope for hanging xv. OE. ha?!jter, 
hrelftre, corr. to OLG. helijtra (MLG. 
helchter, MDu. halfter, halter) :- WGerm. 
*xalftra-, *xaliftra, f. (with instr. suffix) 
*xalo-; see HELVE. 

halyard, halliard ha:-lja.rd (naut.) tackle 
for raising and lowering sail, etc. XIV. orig. 
ha/ier, hallyer, f. HALE2 +-IER; altered XVII 
by assoc. with YARD 2 (cf. LANYARD). 

ham1 hrem hollow or bend of the knee OE.; 
thigh of a hog used for food XVII. OE. ham, 
hom = MLG. hamme, OHG. hamma (G. 
dial. hamm), rei. to synon. MLG. hame, 
OHG. hama, ON. hQm, f. Germ. *xam- be 
crooked. Hence ha·mSTRING one of the 
tendons at the back of the knee. XVI (Gold
ing); hence as vb. disable (as if) by cutting 
these xvrr (Milton). 

ham' hrem (now chiefly dial.) plot of pas
ture or meadow land. OE. hamm, homm = 
OFris., MLG., MDu. hem; perh. rei. to 
HEM1 (cf. EFris., LG. hamm piece of en
closed land). l1f Frequent in place-names, 
simply or in comb., and not always dis
tinguishable from HAM 3 • 

ham3 hrem (antiq.) town, village. XIX. Ex
tracted from place-names having the termi
nal el. -ham (OE. ham HOME). 

hamadryad hremadrai·red wood-nymph. 
XIV (ama-, Ch., Gower). - L. Hamadryad-, 
-dryas, Gr. Hamadruad-, -druds, f. hdma 
together ( cf. HOMO-)+ drus TREE. 

hame heim each of the curved pieces form
ing the collar of a draught-horse. XIV. 
- MDu. hame (Du. haam), corr. to MHG. 
ham( e) fishing-rod, of unkn. origin. 

Hamitic hremi·tik pert. to a group of 
African languages comprising ancient Egyp
tian, Berber, Galla, etc. XIX. f. Hamite de
scendant of Ham (Hebrew Kham), second 
son of Noah (Gen. vi Io), whose descendants 
were supposed to have peopled north
ern Africa; see -ITE, -I c. Cf. Japhetic, 
Semitic. 

hamlet hre·mlit small village. XIV. -AN. 
hamelet(t)e, OF. hamelet (in AL. hameletta 
xm), f. hamel (mod. hameau), dim. f. ham 
(found esp. in place-names of N. France) 
• MLG. MDu. ham HAM2 ; see -LET. 

HAND 
hammam see HUMMUM. 

hammer hre·ma.r beating instrument hav
ing a heavy head in which a handle is set 
transversely. OE. hamor, hamer, homer= 
OFris. homer, OS. hamur (Du. hamer), 
OHG. hamar (G. hammer), ON. hamarr 
hammer, back of an axe, crag; the latter 
sense of the ON. word and possible con
nexion with OS!. kamy, Russ. kdmen' stone, 
suggest that the CGerm. word was orig. 
applied to a stone weapon. 

hammer-cloth hre·ma.rklop cloth covering 
the seat in a coach. xv (first as the name of 
an unidentified material). Of unkn. origin, 

hammock hre·mak hanging bed suspended 
by cords. XVI (hamaca, hammaker; harnack, 
-ock XVII). - Sp. hamaca (whence also F. 
hamac), of Carib origin; the ending has 
been assim. to -OCK. l1f Du. hangmat, G. 
hiingematte 'hanging mat', are etymologizing 
alterations. 

hamper1 hre·mpa.r large wicker-work re
ceptacle. XIV, Reduced form of AN, hanaper 
HANAPER. 

hamper' hre·mpa.r obstruct the movement 
of. XIV. Of obscure formation; the termina
tion appears to be identical with -ER4

• 

hamster hre·msta.r rodent Cricetus fru
mentarius. XVII (Topsell). -G. hamster :
OHG. hamustro =OS. hamustra 'curculio', 
corn-weevil, rei. to OS!. chomlstaru, the 
second el. of which is repr. also by Lith. 
staras hamster. 

hanaper hre·napa.r wicker case for docu
ments, (hence) department of the chancery 
into which fees were paid. xv. -AN. hana
per, OF. hanapier (AL. hanaperium xrrr), f. 
(O)F. hanap drinking-vessel, cup- WGerm. 
*xnapp- (OE. hnrep, OHG. hnapj, ON, 
lznappr); see -ER2• Cf. HAMPER1

• 

hand hrend extremity of the arm com
prising palm and fingers OE.; side OE. ; 
source of information, etc. XVI ; manual 
worker XVII (employed person, orig. with 
reference to skill xvrrr); handwriting XIV 
(spec. court h., secretary h., Italian h.). 
OE. hand, hond = OFris. hiind, hand, OS. 
hand, pl. hendi, OHG. hant, pl. henti (Du., 
G. hand), ON. lzQnd, pl. hendr, Goth. 
handus, pl. handjus; CGerm., of uncertain 
origin (there being no CIE. word). Hence 
hand vb. handle (Sh.), furl; lead by the 
hand; deliver with the hand XVII. Comps.: 
ha·ndBoOK OE. handboc, tr. medL. 
manualis tiber, late L. manuale MANUAL. 
ha·ndcuFF manacle for the hand XVIII (cuff 
is recorded in this sense XVII). ha·ndFAST 
(arch.) betroth XIV (earlier in pp. lzanndfesst, 
Orm; -ON. handfesta). ha·ndFUL 2 OE. 
handKERCHIEF hre·IJka.rtJif, also (now dial. 
or vulgar) ha·ndKERCHER square of textile 
material for wiping the face or covering 
head and neck. XVI (earlier thandcoverchief 
XV; pocket h. XVIII). ha·ndMAID XIV (Wycl. 



HANDICAP 

Bible, Trevisa), -MAIDEN XIII female atten
dant; cf. OE. handpreost chaplain, hand
peg en manservant. ha·ndwRI:TING. XVI 
(Dunbar). 

handicap hre·ndikrep tlottery in which one 
person challenged an article belonging to 
another, for which he offered something in 
exchange, an umpire being chosen to decree 
the respective values XVII; thandicap match 
match between two horses, in which the 
umpire decided the extra weight to be car
ried by the superior horse; so handicap (race) 
XVIII ; hence gen., and later applied to the 
extra weight itself, and so to any disability 
in a contest XIX. Presumably f. phr. hand i' 
(i.e. in) cap, the two parties and the umpire 
in the orig. game all depositing forfeit money 
in a cap or hat. Hence ha ·ndicap vb. tdraw 
as in a lottery XVII ; engage in a handicap; 
weight race-horses; penalize (a superior 
competitor) XIX. 

handicraft hre·ndikraJt manual skill xv ; 
manual art XVI. Alteration of earlier thand
craft (OE. handcr:eft) after next; see CRAFT. 

handiwork hre·ndiwobk performance by 
hand. OE. handgeweorc, f. hand HAND + 
geweorc, coli. formation (see Y-) on weorc 
WORK; analysed in XVI as handy work (see 
HA:<."DY). 

handle hre·ndl part to be grasped by the 
hand. OE. handle, -la = MLG. hantel (cf. 
OHG. hantilla towel), f. hand HAND; see -LE1• 

So ha·ndle vb. Late OE. handlian feel with 
the hands, treat of, carr. to OFris. handelia, 
OS. handlon, OHG. hantal6n (G. handeln), 
0~. lzr;mdla seize, treat; see -LE 3 • 

handsel, hansel hre·nds;Jl tomen XII; New 
Year's gift XIV; earnest money; first use, 
first-fruits XVI. carr. formally to late OE. 
handselen 'mancipatio', delivery into the 
hand, and ON. handsal giving of the hand, 
esp. in a promise or bargain (OSw. handsal, 
Sw. handsol money handed over, gratuity, 
Da. handsel earnest money); f. HAND+ base 
of OE. sellan give, SELL. Hence as vb. xv. 
'lJ The characteristic senses of 'omen', 'gift 
to bring good luck', are not accounted for by 
those of the OE. and ON. words. 

handsome hre·nds;Jm teasy to handle xv; 
t handy; t (exc. U.S. dial.) apt, happy; 
moderately large, considerable; 'beautiful 
with dignity' (J.); graciously generous XVI. 
f. HAND+-soME1 ; parallel formations are 
G. handsam, Du. handzaam manageable. 

handspike hre·ndspaik wooden bar used as 
lever. XVII. - Du. thandspaeke (now -spaak), 
f. hand HAND+ lVlDu. spdke pole, rod; assim. 
to SPIKE1 • Cf. SPOKE. IIJf Cf. F. anspect- Du. 

handy hre·ndi tmanual xvr (handy laboure); 
ready to hand; dexterous xvr. In the first 
sense evolved from HANDIWORK; in the later 
(for which ME. had hend(e) :- OE. gehende 
at hand) a new formation on HAND+-Y1• 

HANKY -PANKY 

handy-dandy hre:ndidre·ndi children's 
game in which the players guess in which of 
another's hands an object is. xvr. Rhyming 
jingle f. HAND, or its infantile dim. handy. 

hang hrery pt. and pp. hung hAl), hanged 
hreiJd intr. be attached above without sup
port beneath OE.; trans. attach in this way 
XIII. The present stem derives from (i) intr. 
OE. hangian, pt. hangode, (pp. hanged from 
XIV) = OFris. hangia, OS. hangon, OHG. 
hangen (Du., G. hangen) :- WGerm. wk. vb. 
*xaygojan, *-rejan, (ii) trans. ON. hanga, 
pt. Mkk, pp. hanginn = OE. han (which con
tinued till XIII), pt. heng (till XVI), pp. hangen 
(till xv), OFris. hiia, OS. hdhan, OHG. 
hdhan, pt. hiang, hieng (G. hing), MLG., 
MDu. han, MHG. hdhen, Goth. hdhan, 
pt. haihah :- CGerm. redupl. vb. *xavxan 
(further relations in IE. are recognized in 
L. cunctdri delay, Skr. fdilkate hesitate). 
In north. areas lON. wk. trans. hengja, pt. 
hengda, pp. hengdr was adopted XII (pt. 
henngde, pp. henngd, Orm); the normal 
change from heng to !zing established the 
latter as a common north. form, with ana
logical pt. hang, pp. hung. Typical ME. 
midi. inflexions of XIV were: hangen, pt. 
he(e)ng, hanged, ho(o)ng, pp. hanged (with 
var. hong- for hang- throughout); pt. and 
pp. hung were established in literary Eng. in 
late XVI, with hanged largely restricted to the 
sense 'kill by hanging'. Hence ha·ngMAN, 
XIV (pe hangeman of tyborne, PPI.). 

hangar hre•J);JJ shed, now spec. for aircraft. 
XIX (Thackeray). -F. hangar (also thangard, 
thanghart) ; in medL. angarium smith's 
shed; of unkn. origin. 

hanger1 hre·IJ;ll wood on a steep bank. OE. 
hangra, f. hangian HANG. 

hanger2 hre·l);JJ one who hangs; pendent 
or suspending object. xv. f. HANG+·ERl. 

hanger3 hre•IJ;ll short sword. xv. prob. 
identical with HANGER 2 (the north. dial. var. 
hinger appears to confirm this origin); cf. 
early modDu. hangher rapier, which may 
be the immed. source. 

hangnail (xvn) see AGNAIL. 

hank hreiJk loop, coil, skein. XIV (in AL. 
hanckus xm). -ON. *hanku, prehistoric 
form of hpnk, g. hankar (cf. hanki hasp, 
clasp; Sw. hank string, tie-band, rowel, Da. 
hank handle, ear of a pot). So hank vb. 
loop, noose. xm. -ON. hanka coil. 

hanker hre·l)bl (dial.) linger, loiter about; 
have a longing after ,for. XVII. f. dial. hank 
(xvi) + -ER4 ; pro b. f. *hayk-, parallel to 
*hayg- HANG; cf. synon. Du. hunkeren, dial. 
hanker en. 

hanky hre•ryki colloq. for HANDKERCHIEF 
hre·l)k;JJtJif; see -v•. 

hanky-panky hreiJkipre·IJki jugglery, trick
ery. XIX. Rhyming jingle based on hokey 
pokey, hocus pocus, with possible suggestion 
of 'sleight of hand'. 
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HANSARD 

Hansard ha·nsii.rd colloq. designation of 
the official record of Parliamentary Debates, 
which began to be printed in 1805 by T. L. 
Hansard, son of Luke Hansard, who had 
printed 'Journals of the House of Commons' 
from 1774. 

Hanse hrens merchant guild; entrance fee 
of such a guild XII ; commercial league of 
German towns xv. First in hanshus 'hanse
house', guildhall-lVILG. hanshiis, and in 
medL. form hansa- OHG. hansa, (M)HG. 
hanse (whence MLG. hanse, etc.)= OE. 
has (instr. only) troop, company, Goth. 
hansa company, crowd:- Germ. *xanso 
(whence Finn. kansa people, company); of 
unkn. origin. So Ha·nsARD member of the 
German Hanse. XIX; HanseATIC hrensire·
tik. XVII (Selden). - medL. 

hansel see HANDSEL. 

hansom hre·ns;>m short for hansom cab. 
XIX. f. name of Joseph Aloysius Hansom 
(1803-82), architect, who registered a Patent 
Safety Cab in 1834. 

hap hrep (arch.) chance, luck; event; tgood 
fortune XIII (La3.); chance, fortuity XIV. 
-ON. happ chance, good luck, rei. to OE. 
gelza:p(lic) fitting, convenient, orderly ( cf. 
OS!. kobU fate, Czech koba consequence). 
Hence hap vb. (arch.) chance, happen. XIV; 
cf. ODa. happe; superseded by happEN5 

hre·pn. XIV. hapLY 2 by chance. XIV (PPJ.; 
in early use varying with happily). happY1 

prosperous XIV (R. Rolle); having a feeling 
of content XVI. ha:ppy-go-lu·cky. XVII. 

haplo- hre·plou, hreplo· comb. form of Gr. 
hap/oils single, simple, as in haplo·GRAPHY 
haplo·LoGY writing/speaking once instead 
of twice. XIX. 

haqueton see ACTON. 
hara-kiri har;}-ki·ri suicide by disembowel
ment. XIX. Jap., f. hara belly + kiri cut. 
t] Sometimes rendered 'happy dispatch' 
through a misunderstanding; and often 
erron. hari-kari. 

harangue h;lne·IJ vehement address or 
oration. XV (arang; first in Sc. ; in Eng. 
after r6oo). -F. harangue, earlier tarenge 
- medL. harenga (cf. Pr., Sp. arenga, It. 
arringa speech), perh.- Genn. *xarixrivg
assembly, f. *xarja- host, crowd (see HARRY) 
+*xriyg- RING. 

haras hre·r;ls, J~ara horse-breeding estab
lishment. xm (harace). - (O)F. haras, of 
unkn. origin. 

HARE 

f. herberge lodging - OS. ( = OHG.) heri
berga 'shelter for an army', lodging, f. heri, 
hari host, army (see HARRY)+ *berg- protect 
(see BOROUGH). t] The intrusive n occurs 
xv; cf. celandine; messenger, ostringer, pas
senger, porringer, scavenger, wharfinger; 
nightingale; popinjay. 

harbour hii·.rb;l.I shelter, lodging (arch.) 
OE.; place of shelter XIII; spec. for ships, 
port XVI. Late OE. herebeorg (perh.- ON.), 
corr. to OS., OHG. heriberga (Du. herberg, 
G. herberge), ON. herbergi; see prec. Two 
types evolved in ME., herberwe, herborouJ 
(surviving in place-names, e.g. Market Bar
borough), and herber(e), whence the mod. 
form (with -ar- from -er-, as in bark, etc.). 
So ha·rbour vb. shelter, lodge, entertain; 
fig. XIV. Late OE. herebeorgian, corr. to 
(M)Du. herbergen, OHG. heribergon, ON. 
herbergja. Hence ha·rbourAGE. XVI. 

hard hii.rd resisting pressure; difficult to 
endure, severe; intense, violent; sb. beach 
or jetty for landing XIX. OE. hard, heard = 
OFris. herd, OS. (Du.) hard, (O)HG. hart, 
ON.haror, Goth.hardus :-CGerm. *xarouz 
:-IE. *kratzis, whence Gr. kratus strong, 
powerful (cf. -CRACY). Hence ha·rdEN• 
make hard XIII; become hard xv; after ON. 
harona. Hence ha·rdLY 2 tforcibly; tboldly 
XIII; severely; not easily, (hence) barely, not 
quite XVI. ha·rdSHIP tseverity; oppressive 
condition. XIII (AncrR.). ha·rdwARE1 iron
mongery. XVI. 

bards, hurds hii.rdz, h~.rdz coarser parts of 
flax or hemp. OE. heordan wk. fern. pl., corr. 
to OFris., OLG. hede (Du. heede); of unkn. 
origin (for the phonology cf. OE. meord, OS. 
med MEED). Hence ha·rdEN3, hu·rden sb. 
and adj. xv. 

hardy hii.rdi courageous, daring XIII ; 
capable of physical endurance XVI. - (O)F. 
hardi ( = Pr. ardit, It. ardito ), pp. of hardir 
become bold- Germ. •xariJjan (cf. OE. 
hierdan, OHG. herten, Goth. gahardjan, 
etc.), f. *xarouz HARD. Hence ha·rdiHOOD. 
XVII (Milton); preceded by (pseudo-arch.) 
ha·rdiHEAD XVI (Spenser). 

hare he;}.r rodent of the genus Lepus. OE. 
hara = OFris. hasa, MDu. haese (Du. haas), 
OHG. haso (G. hase), ON. heri :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *xason, *xazon; an animal
name of IE. extent, repr. also by W. ceinach 
(based on *kasni-), OPruss. sasins, Skr. 
saias (for "iasas); pro b. sb. use of a colour
adj.; cf. OE. hasu, ON. hQss grey, L. cascus 
old, beside OHG. hasan grey, L. ciinus hoary 

harass hre·r;}S ttire out; trouble, worry. (:- *'casnos). Hence hareBELL he;l·.rbe! wild 
XVII. - F. harasser, pejorative deriv. of hyacinth XIV; Campanula rotundifolia XVIII. 
harer set a dog on, f. hare cry used for this hareBRAIN hE;}' .rbrein tgiddy person; as 
purpose. adj. XVI. hare-LIP. XVI (Harman, Sh.). 

harbinger hii•.rbind3;l.I tone who provides perh. immed.- (with accommodation) Du. 
lodging, host XII; purveyor of lodging, e.g. hazenlip, tr. L.lahiumleporinum; cf. OE. h:er-
for an army XIV; forerunner XVI. ME. sceard 'hare-cleft' (see SHARD), OFris. has-
herbergere, -geour -AN., OF. herbergere, obl. skerde (adj.), G. hasenscharte, Da. hareskaar; 
case -geour, f, herbergier provide lodging for, F bec-de-lievre. 
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HAREM 

harem hea·ram women's part of a Moham
medan dwelling-house, or its occupants. 
XVII. -Arab. (zaram and J;arim (that which 
is) prohibited, (hence) sacred place, sanc
tuary, women's apartments, wives, women, 
f. J;arama prohibit, make unlawful. 

harewood hea·.:~wud also hair, air, formerly 
aire, ayer, ayre stained sycamore wood. 
XVII. The first el. is -dial. G. aehre, ehre, 
prob. - Friulian ayar, ayer, aire :-Rom. 
•acre, for L. acer maple. 

haricot1 h~·rikou kidney bean, French 
bean. XVII. -F. haricot (febves de h. XVII), 
perh. - Aztec ayacotli. 

haricot• h~·rikou ragout (orig. of mutton). 
XVIII. - F. haricot, earlier hericoq (de mou
ton), hericot, perh. orig. rei. to OF. har(r;oter 
cut up, and later assim. to prec. 

hari-kari erron. form of HARA-KIRI. 

hark hii.:~k give ear to XII; listen XIII. 1\tlE. 
herkien :- OE. *he(o)rcian = OFris. herkia, 
harkia, rei. to MLG., :\1Du., Flem. dial. 
harken, OHG. horechen, G. horchen; cf. 
HEARKEN. Hark back is a hunting phr. 
arising from the use of 'hark!' as a call to 
retrace one's course; hence as sb. XVIII. 

harlequin ha·.:~likwin character (associated 
with Columbine) in It. comedy and Eng. 
pantomime (clothed in variegated costume, 
whence the application of the word to ani
mals with variegated coat, plumage, etc.). 
XVI (Harlicken, Harlaken, Nashe, Day). -F. 
tharlequin (mod. arlequin, after It. arlee
chino), later var. of Herlequin (also Hellequin, 
as in OF. maisnie Hellequin, in medL. 
familia Hellequini or Herlechini) leader of 
the Wild Host or troop of demon horsemen 
riding by night, also called in medL. familia 
Herlethingi (vValter Map), which has been 
plausibly referred (as if for *Herlechingi) to 
OE. Herla cyning king Herla (cf. De Herla 
rege concerning king Herla, in 1\tlap's 'De 
nugis curialium'), whose characteristics have: 
been identified with those of Woden; th~: 
circumstances of the transmission of the 
name from OF. to It., and thence to modF .. , 
are not clear. For the It. associations cf. 
CoLUMBINE, PuNcH, ZANY. tj[ Hurlewaynis 
kynne (PPI.) and H. meyne (Tale of Beryn)., 
and Helwayne (Harsnet, 1603), liellwain 
(Middleton, c. x6os), reflect such phr. a!l 
medL. milites Herlewini (Peter of Blois). 

harlot hihbt tvagabond, rascal, low fellow 
XIII (AncrR.); fitinerant jester (R. Rolle); 
tmale servant; t'fellow' XIV (Ch.); prosti
tute, strumpet xv. ME. har-, heriot- OF. 
(h)arlot, herlotyoung fellow, knave, vagabond 
= Pr. arlot vagabond, beggar, It. ar/otto; 
cf. medL. arlotus, erlotus glutton, OSp. 
arlote, alrote lazy, OPg. alrotar go about 
begging. Hence ha·rlotRY tbuffoonery; 
unchastity XIV; (arch.) harlot XVI. 

HARPOON 

harmr (chiefly) grief, sorrow :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *xarmaz, rei. to OS!. sratml 
shame, injury (Russ. sram shame, scandal), 
Pers. sarm. So harm vb. OE. hearmian = 
OHG. harmen, hermen. 

harmattan halm::e·t<Jn dry land-wind of 
Upper Guinea. xvn. f. Fanti or Twi (W. 
Africa) haramata. 

harmony ha·lm<lni tmelody, music XIV 
(Ch.); (mus.) combination of notes to make 
chords; agreement, accord XVI. - (O)F. 
harmonie = Pr., Sp., It. armonia- L. har
monia- Gr. harmonia joint, agreement, con
cord, f. *harmo- of harmds joint, harm6zein 
fit together. So harmo·nrc. XVI. - L.- Gr. 
harmonikds. harmo·nrous. XVI; cf. (O)F. 
harmonieux. harmonica -;:,·nik<J first ap
plied (1762) by B. Franklin to a developed 
form of musical glasses; fern. sg. or n. pl. 
(usedsb.)ofL.harmonicus. -(O)F. harmo
niUM -ou·niam form of reed organ. -F. 
harmonium (Debain, c. 184o), f. L. harmonia 
or Gr. harm6nios harmonious. ha·rmoniZE. 
xv ( Caxton ; rare before XVII). 

harness ha·mis tbaggage, equipment XIII 
(Cursor l\1.); trappings of a horse; (arch.) 
body armour; tackle, gear (now techn.) XIV. 
ME. harnais, herneis- OF. harneis military 
equipment (mod. harnais)- 0~. *hernest 
'provisions for an army', with assim. of the 
termination to *-isk- (cf. OF. harneschier 
equip), f. herr army (see HARRY) + nest = 
OE., OHG. nest provisions, Goth. ganists 
safety. So ha·rness vb. XIV. -OF. (harna
cher). tj[ The OF. word is the source of Pr., 
Sp. arnes, It. arnese, medL. harnesium, etc., 
MHG. harnasch, G. harnisch, (M)Du. har
nas(ch), OK. harn-, herneskja. 

harns hii.mz (ONe.) brains. XII. Early ME. 
hernes- ON. *herni, hjami, carr. to MLG., 
MDu. herne (Du. hersenen, hersens), OHG. 
hirni (G. hirn) :-Germ. (not OE. or Gothic) 
•xersni, rei. to Gr. krtinion CRANIUM, L. cere
brum brain (see CEREBRAL). 

harp hii..lp stringed musical instrument. 
OE. hearpe = OS. harpa (Du. harp), OHG. 
harfa (G. harf~), ON. harpa :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *xarpon, whence late L. harpa 
(and the Rom. words derived therefrom). 
So harp vb. OE. hearpian = (M)Du. 
harpen, etc., 0~. harpa. 

harpings ha·lpiiJZ (naut.) wales about the 
bow of a ship. XVII. Earliest in cat harpings 
(Capt. Smith) ropes or cramps serving to 
brace in the shrouds of the lower masts; 
perh. connected with F. harpe (cf. next). 

harpoon hibpii·n barbed spear-like missile. 
XVII (Purchas). -F. harpon, f. harpe dog's 
claw, cramp-iron, clamp- L. harpe, harpa 
-Gr. hdrpe sickle (cf. L. sarpere prune); 
superseded earlier tharping-IR0:-.1 (XVI), 
perh. - F. harpin boat-hook, f. harper 

harm hii.lm 
OFris. herm, 

hurt, injury. OE. hearm =' grasp, grapple. Hence harpoonEE'R1
, XVII 

OS., OHG., (G.) harm, ON. (Purchas). 
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HARPSICHORD 

harpsichord hii·.Ipsik5.Id keyboard instru
ment of music in which the strings were 
plucked with points. XVII (Cotgr.). -F. 
tharpechorde = It. arpicordo, modL. harpi
chordium, f. late L. harpa HARP + chorda 
CHORD; the intrusives, found in the earliest 
instances, is of obscure origin. 

harpy hii·.Jpi fabulous monster half woman 
half bird; also transf. XVI, - (O)F. harpie 
or its source L. harpyia, pl. -ire - Gr. hdr
piiiai 'snatchers', rei. to harpdzein seize. 

harquebus, arquebus (h)ii·.Jkwib"s early 
portable gun. XVI. -F. (h)arquebuse, ult. 
- MLG. hakebusse (mod.lzaakbus) or MHG. 
hake(n)buhse (mod. hakenbuchse), which in 
the F. form thaquebusclze was adopted in 
Eng. as hakbush xv; f. hake(n) hook-t-bus(se) 
fire-arm (a hook being orig. cast on the gun). 
So (h)a:rquebusrE'R. XVI. -F. (h)arque
busier; earlier equivs. were lzackbushier, 
hackbutter, -buteer. 

harridan hre·rid;)n haggard old woman. 
XVII. Recorded first as a cant word; pre
sumed to be alteration of F. haridelle old 
jade of a horse, of unkn. origin. 

harrier1 hre·ri;).J hound for hunting the 
hare XVI; member of a hare-and-hounds 
team XIX. Early forms hayrere, lzeirere, f. 
hayre HARE+-ER\ after (O)F. Uvrier, repr. 
medL.leportirius greyhound, s b. use of lateL. 
adj. f. lepor-, lepus hare; assim. to next. 

harrier• hre·ri<~l one who harries; falcon of 
the genus Circus. XVI. (In the second sense, 
early fol'Ills har(r)oer, harrozver.) f. HARROW1, 

HARRY+·ER1. 

harrow1 hre·rou (arch.) rob, despoil. XIII. 
ME. harwe, herwe, var. of herie HARRY; in 
ME. often of the spoiling of Hell by Christ. 

harrow• hre·rou toothed timber-frame 
which is dragged over ploughed land to 
clean it. XIII (Cursor M.). -ON. *'harwjan, 
prehistoric form of lzerfi, lzervi (Sw. lzarf, 
hiirf, Da. harv), rei. obscurely to MLG., 
MDu. harke (Du. hark) rake. Hence ha·r
row vb. XIII (Cursor M.); fig. lacerate the 
feelings of XVII (Sh.). 

harry hre·ri make raids OE. ; overrun or 
despoil with an army XIII (La3.); harass 
XIII (Cursor M.). OE. hergian, herian, 
corr. to OFris. -heria, OS. herion, OHG. 
herjon, ON. herja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
•xarjojan, •xarjon, f. •xarjaz host, army 
(OE. here, Mir. cuire, OPruss. karjis, Lith. 
kiirias army, and in Gr. kofranos 'military 
commander', lord, king. t1f Before back 
vowels (e.g. OE. hergode pt., hergung vbl. sb.) 
OE. g became ME. w, whence the var. HAR
ROW1. Conflation with synon. OF. harier, 
her(r)ier is probable. 

Harry hre·ri male Christian name. XIV 
(Ch.). ME. Herry- OF. Herri, var. (with 
assirn. of nr to rr) of Henri:- medL. Hen
ricus - OHG. Heinrik (G. Heinrich). 

HASHEESH 

Old Harry the Devil (XVII) ; cf. Old NICK. 
By the Lord Harry an oath (xvn). 

harsh haJJ rough to the touch, taste, or 
hearing; repugnant to feeling or resthetic 
taste. XVI. - MLG. harsch (whence G. 
harsch) rough, lit. 'hairy', f. haer HAIR; see 
-ISH1• The early form harrish implies a 
MLG. uncontracted form *'harisch; the 
form liars in Pinson's 'Promptorium Parvu
lorum', if not an error, may repr. LDu. pro
nunc. t1f Distinct from the synon. harsk XIII 
(Cursor M.), hask (now dial.), which agrees 
in form (though not in sense) with OSw. 
hiirsk, Da. harsh rancid. 

harslet var. of HASLET. 

hart hiiJt male of the (red) deer. OE. heort, 
earlier heorot = OS. hirot (Du. hert), OHG. 
hir(u):, (G. hirsch), ON. hjl)rtr (:- *'herutr) :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *'xerutaz. t1f An ani
mal-name of wide IE. extent; pro b. lit. 
'horned beast', and based on IE. *'kenv- (as 
in L. cervus stag, W. carw hart, OPruss. 
sirwis, OS!. srilna roe), rei. ult. to HORN. 

hartal hii•Jt<~l (in India) day of mourning 
used as a form of boycott. xx. - Hindi 
harttil, for hattdl 'locking of shops' (Skr. 
hafta shop, ttilaka lock, bolt). 

hartebeest hii•Jt(<~)bist S. African antelope. 
XVIII. Afrikaans (now hartbees), f. Du. hert 
HART+beest BEAST. 

harum-scarum he;~·r,.mske<~·r"m adv. 
recklessly XVII; adj. reckless; also sb. XVIII. 
orig. dial. or slang (harum starum, Ray); 
rhyming jingle perh. f. HARE and SCARE; 
sometimes taken as hare 'em, scare 'em. 

harvest ha·Jvist autumn, spec. as the season 
for gathering the ripened grain OE. ; the 
gathering itself, com-crop XVI (Tindale). 
OE. Jzrerjest = OFris., (M)Du. herfst, OHG. 
herbist (G. herbst autumn, in Upper Ger
many, fruit-harvest), ON. hausc n. (orig. m.) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) •xaroistaz, •-ustaz, 
f. *'xaro- :-IE. *'karp-, as in L. carpere 
pluck, Gr. karpos fruit, rei. to Oir. cirrim 
(:- *'kirpim) I chop off, Lith. kerp11 I shear, 
Skr. krptil}as sword, -d1}1 scissors. Hence as 
vb. XIV (Maund.); harvest-HOME bringing 
home the last of the harvest. XVI (Tusser, 
Sh.). 

has see HAVE. has-been hre·zbin one whose 
best days are over. XVII (hesbeene). orig. 
Sc.; 3rd sg. pf. ind. of BE. 

hash hreJ cut up (meat) small for cooking; 
fig. mangle. XVII. - (O)F. hacher, f. hache 
HATCHET. Hence hash sb. dish of pre
viously cooked meat cut small and heated 
with gravy. XVII (Pepys); superseded earlier 
thachee, thach(e)y- F. hachis, f. hacher+-is 
(:-Rom. •-aticiu-s). 

hasheesh, -ish (also earlier hachish) hre·fif 
leaves of Indian hemp for smoking or 
chewing. XVI. -Arab. l:zashish dry herb, 
hay, powdered hemp-leaves, intoxicant made 
therefrom. 



HASLET 

haslet hei·slit, harslet hii-.rslit pig's fry, 
pluck of sheep, etc. XIV. -OF. hastelet 
(mod. hatelet, -lette), dim. of haste (hate) 
spit, roast meat- OLG. harst piece of roast 
meat (cf. Du. harst sirloin) = OHG. harst; 
see -LET. 

hasp hresp hinged fastening. OE. h<l'pse, 
hresp, corr. to l\1LG. haspe, hespe, OHG. 
haspa (G. haspe), ON. hespa, rei. further to 
MLG., Du. haspel, OHG. haspil. tJ[ Most 
of the Germ. langs. show two meanings, 
'fastening, hinge' and 'skein, reel' ; whether 
they belong orig. to the same formation is 
doubtful. 

hassock hre·s;:,k clump of matted vegetation 
OE. ; cushion for kneeling or resting the 
feet on, orig. one made from turf or peat 
XVI. OE. hassuc, of unkn. origin; see -OCK. 
tJf Not rei. to W. hesg; see SEDGE. 

hastate hre·steit spear-shaped. xvm. - L. 
hastdtus, f. hasta spear; see YARD\ -ATE2• 

haste heist swiftness of movement ; hurry 
XIII (Cursor M.); obligation or eagerness to 
act quickly XIV (Ch.). -OF. haste (mod. 
hlite)- \VGerm. *xaisti (OE. hrest violence, 
fury, ON. heifst, heipt hate, revenge, Goth. 
haijsts strife; OE. h<Este violent, OFris. haste, 
OHG. heisti powerful); ofunkn. origin. (Cf. 
POST-HASTE.) tJf The OF. word was adopted 
in MDu. as haeste (Du. haast), in MLG. as 
hast, whence G. hast. So haste vb. XIII 
(Cursor M). - OF. haster (mod. hater), 
whence also Du. haasten, G. hasten, Sw. 
hasta, etc.; superseded by hastEN6 hei·sn 
make haste. XVI. Hence hasty hei·sti 
fspeedy; thurried XIV; precipitate, rash XV. 
-OF. hasti, hastif (mod. lu'ltif), f. haste':- -if 
-IVE; superseded thastif (cf. jolly, tardy). 

hat hret head-covering. OE. hrett, corr. to 
ON. hQttr hood, cowl:- Germ. "'xattuz (cf. 
ON. hetta hood:- *xatjon) :- *xadmis; see 
HOOD. Hence ha·ttER1 one who makes 
and/or sells hats. XIV; after (O)F. chapelier, 
f. fchapel, chapeau. 

hatch1 hretJ half-door, wicket OE.; tmov
able planking forming a deck, (now) frame
work covering openings in a deck xm 
(implied in AL. hechia, 1296); flood-gate 
XVI. OE. hrecc, heic, corr. to MLG. heck, 
MDu. hecke (Du. hek); f. Germ. *xak-, of 
unkn. origin. 

hatch2 hretJ bring forth from the egg. XIII .. 
ME. hacche, pt. ha;te, pp. yhaht, ihey;t 
and hacchid, hetchid, points to an OE .. 
*hreiian, rei. to MHG. hecken, Sw. hiicka,, 
Da. hrekke, of unkn. origin. 

hatch 3 hretJ inlay xv; engrave lines on XVI. 
- (O)F, haclzer, f. hache HATCHET. 

hatchel hre·tf! flax-comb. XVII. Later var. 
of hetchel, ME. hechele, hechil (XIII) :- OE. 
'*'hreiel, corr. to (M)LG., (M)Du. hekel, 
(M)HG. heche[:- WGerm. '*'xakila, f. "'xak .. 
HOOK. Cf. HACKLE, HECKLE, 

hatchet hret·Jit small or light axe. XIV. 
- (O)F. hachettt, dim. of hache axe = Pr. 

HAUNT 

apcha :-medL. hapia- Germ. *xapja (OHG. 
happa, heppa sickle-shaped knife); see -ET, 

hatchment hre·tJm;:,nt escutcheon. XVI. 
Early forms (h)achement, achivment, shorten
ing of ACHIEVEMENT stressed on the first syll. 

hate heit hold in strong dislike. OE. hatian 
= OFris. hatia, OS. halon (Du. haten), 
OHG. ha::;::;on, -en (G. hassen), ON. hata, 
Goth. hatan :- CGerm. *xatojan, *-rejan, 
f. base of *xatis- (sec below). So hate sb. 
XIII; partly- ON. hatr, partly f. hate vb. 
under the infl. of hatred hei·trid XIII (ME. 
haterede(n), f. the vb.-stem+-RED). Both 
sbs. superseded OE. synon. hete (to XIII) = 
OS. heti, OHG. ha:; (G. hass), ON. hatr, 
Goth. hatis :- CGerm. *xatis- :-IE. *k~des
(cf. Oscan cadeis of enmity, and, with vowel
variation, Av. siidra-, Gr. kedos suffering, 
,V. cawdd anger, insult, trouble, and with -t
suffix, W. cas, Oir. caiss hatred). 

Hattie hre·tik pert. to the Ratti, contermi
nous or partly identical with the Hittites. 
xx. f. Assyrian and Hittite Khatti+-Ic. 

hauberk h.5·b;uk defensive armour for 
neck and shoulders. XIII. -OF. hauberc, 
also holberc, earlier hausberc = Pr. ausberc 
(whence It. osbergo) :- Frankish *halsberg 
(= OHG. halsberc, OE. lzealsbeorg, ON. 
"'halsbjQrg), f. hals neck (cf. COLLAR)+ "'berg
protect (cf. HARBOUR), 

haugh hax, haf (Sc. and north.) flat land by 
a river side. ME. hawch, hawgh, prob. :
OE. lzealh corner, nook, rei. to Jwlh HOLLOW. 

haughty h5·ti lofty and disdainful; femi
nent, exalted; thigh. XVI. Extension with 
-Y1 of thaught, earlier haut (xv)- (O)F. haut 
high:- L. altus high (cf. OLD), infl. by Germ. 
'*'xaux- HIGH. The sp. with gh was induced 
by assim. to words in which the sound de
noted by it had become mute, or to high, 
height. tJ[ Haught was preceded by fhautain 
(xm)- (O)F. hautain. 

haul h5l pull, drag; trim (sails) XVI; (of the 
wind) veer XVIII. Earliest form hall; var. of 
HALE 2

• For the sp. with au cf. crawl. So 
hau·lmR. xv (hallier)- OF. hallier, f. hal(l)er. 

haulm, balm h5m, ham stems or stalks. 
OE. halm (healm) = OS., OHG. (Du., G.) 
halm, ON. hdlmr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*xalmaz :-IE. '*'kolmos; cf. L. culmus haulm, 
Gr. kdlamos (whence L. calamus) reed, 
OS!. slama, Russ. sol6ma straw; cf. CULM1• 

haunch h5nf. hiinf part of the body be
tween the last ribs and the thigh. XIII 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. hanche = Pr., Sp., It. 
anca, of Germ. origin (cf. LG. hanke hind 
leg of a horse), 

haunt h5nt, (old-fashioned) hiint fpractise 
habitually; resort (to) habitually XIII; fre
quent the company of xv; visit frequently 
XVI (spec. of ghosts, Sh.). - (O)F. hanter 
-Germ. *xaimatjan (repr. by OE. hdmettan 
provide with a home, house, ON. htimta 
get home, recover), f. ""xaima:oJ HOME, 

1[430] 



HAUSA 

Hausa also Haussa, H(a)oussa hau·sa people 
of northern Nigeria and the Sudan, and 
their language (much used commercially). 

haussmannize hau·sm;maiz open out the 
streets, etc., of (a town). XIX. f. the name 
of Baron Eugene-Georges Haussmann, 
who when prefect of the Seine (r853-7o) 
remodelled a great part of Paris; see -IZE. 

haustellum h5stdam (zool.)proboscisofan 
insect, etc. XIX. modL. dim. of L. haustrum 
machine for drawing water, f. haust-, haurire 
(see EXHAUST). So haustorium -5·riam 
(bot.) sucker of a parasitic plant. XIX. 
modL., f. late L. haustor drainer ; see -ORIUM. 

hautboy hou·boi wooden wind instrument. 
xvr. -F. hautbois, f. haut high+bois wood 
(see BUSH); so named from its high pitch. 
Superseded by OBOE, 

hauteur ou·t5.J, 1Jot3r loftiness of manner. 
XVII. F., f. haut high+-eur -OR2 • 

haut gout see HOGO. 
havana havre·na cigar of a kind made in 

Cuba. XIX. f. name of the capital of Cuba 
(Sp. Habana); cf. F. havane. 

have hrev, (h)av pt., pp. had hred, (h)ad 
the most general vb. denoting possession. 
OE. habban, pt. hmfde, pp. (ge)hmfd = OFris. 
hebba, hede, hev(e)d, OS. hebbian, habda, 
habd (Du. hebben, hadde, gehad), OHG. ha
ben, habeta, gihabet (G. haben, hatte, gehabt), 
0~. hafa, haf/Ja, haft, Goth. haban, habaida, 
-habaida (fern.):- CGerm. *xaoen, *xaiJda, 
*gaxaiJdaz, prob. rei. to *xaiJjan (IE. *kap-) 
HEAVE (connexion with L. habere have, either 
as cogn. or by adoption therefrom, is doubt- · 
ful). In OE. all parts of the present had -bb
(:- *-IJj-), exc. the znd and 3rd sg. hafast, 
hafap beside hmfst, ha:jp, which became in 
ME. havest, haveth, and hafst, hafp, whence 
(from xm) hast h!est, (h)ast, hath hre]:>, 
(h)a]:>, while v was levelled out into other 
parts. In weak-stress conditions v tended 
to disappear, whence ME. inf. han, ha, Sc. 
hae; loss of h resulted in the reduction of 
the inf. to n, the final term being its entire 
loss, as in Sc. I wad been I would have been, 
she might been. t]J Like be and do, this verb 
in all the Germ. langs. came to be used con
textually as a fixed element of predication, 
and esp. as an auxiliary of tense, forming 
generalized tenses corr. to the L. perfect 
tenses, e.g. I have, had, shall have, to have 
given, L. dedi, dederam, dedero, dedisse. 

haven hei·v(a)n harbour (now rhet. or fig. 
exc. as in place-names). Late OE. hmfen, 
h<Efne (xi) - ON. hafnar, hQfn (hafn) = 
MLG., MDu. havene, Du. haven (whence 
G. hafen), rei. to (O)Ir. cuan curve, bend, re
cess, bay= Gael. cuan ocean :- *kopno-. 

haversack hre·va.Jsrek stout canvas bag 
slung over the shoulder, orig. for a soldier's 
day rations. XVIII. - F. havresac - G. haber
sack orig. bag in which cavalry carried the 
oats for their horses, f. haber oats (OHG. 
habaro; modG. hafer is- LG)+sack SACK. 

HAY 

Haversian hav;}·.Jsian (anat.) pert. to struc
tures in bones discovered by Clopton Havers, 
Eng. anatomist (d. 1702); see -IAN. XIX. 

haversine hre·va.Jsain (math.) half the 
versed sine. XIX (introduced by J. Inman, 
1835). contr. of HALF, VERSED, SINE. 

havildar hre·vildii.J: sepoy non-commis-
sioned officer. XIX. -Hind., Pers. fiawiildiir 
f. fiawiila charge+ Pers. -diir holding. 

havoc hre·vak in phr. cry havoc give the 
order 'havoc', sound the signal for spolia
tion; hence make havoc (of) plunder, devas
tate. xv. -AN.havok(phr.crierhavokxiv), 
alteration of OF. havo(t), of unkn. origin. 
t]J For the final cons. cf. HADDOCK. 

haw1 h5 fruit of the hawthorn. OE. haga, 
identical in form with haga hedge, fence (see 
HEDGE), connexion with which appears to be 
shown by the forms of haw·THORN, OE. 
haga-, haguporn = MDu. hagedorn (Du. haag
doom), MHG. hagendorn (G. hagedorn), ON. 
hagporn; cf. OE. h<Egporn 'hedge-thorn'. 

haw• h5 nictitating membrane in a horse's 
(dog's, etc.) eye; inflamed state of this. xv. 

haw3 h5 utterance marking hesitation; also 
as vb. XVII. Duplicated, as haw-haw, which 
is also used to denote boisterous laughter 
and affected superiority of utterance. XIX. 

hawk1 h5k bird of prey used in falconry. 
OE. hafoc, heafoc, earlier h<Ebuc, habuc = 
OFris. havek, OS. haouk (Du. havik), OHG. 
habuh (G. habicht), ON. haukr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) "'xaoukaz, rei. to Pol. kobuz, 
Russ. k6bets species of hawk or kite. Hence 
hawk vb. XIV. 

hawk• h5k plasterer's hod. XIV. Of unkn. 
origin. t]J The use of F. oiseau (bird) in this 
sense suggests identity with prec. 

hawk8 h5k clear the throat noisily. XVI 
(Mulcaster, Stanyhurst, Sh.). prob. imit. 

hawker h5·ku itinerant seller. XVI. prob. 
- LG. (cf. MLG. hoker, LG. hOker, Du. 
heuker); see HUCKSTER. Hence, by back
formation, hawk' vb. XVI. 

hawse h5z (naut.) part of the bows of a ship 
XIV (Sandahl) ; space about the stem of 
a vessel, situation of cables there XVI. Early 
form halse (in AL. halsa XIV), prob. -ON. 
hdls neck, ship's bow, front sheet of a sail, 
rope's end ( = OE. heals neck, prow; cf. 
COLLAR). 

hawser h5·za.J (naut.) large rope. XIV. 
-AN. haucer, hauceour (in AL. haucerus, 
ausorus, auncerus), f. OF. haucier (mod. 
hausser) hoist = Pr. alsar, etc. :- Rom. 
*altiiire, f. L. altus high (cf. OLD); see -ER2• 

hawthorn see HAW1• 

bayr hei grass cut and dried. OE. heg, hieg, 
hig = OFris. hii, he, OS. hOi, OHG, hewi, 
houwi (Du. hooi, G. heu), ON. hey (whence 
the native word was reinforced), Goth. hawi 
:- CGerm. "'xaujam, f. •xauwan cut down, 
HEW. 



HAY 

hay• hei (arch., dial.) hedge. OE. hege :
•xagiz, f. *xag-, as in HAW\ HEDGE. Hence 
(hist.) hay·BOTE. XII (right to take) wood 
for the repair of fences. 

hay• hei (hist.) winding country dance. 
XVI (Skelton). Of uncertain origin; perh. 
-F. (cf. haye d'allemaigne xv), Also thay 
de guy or guise XVI (Skelton, Spenser). 

haysel hei·sal (E. Anglia) hay season. XVII. 
f. HAY1 +sele, OE. sml time, season (cf. 
SILLY), 

hayward hei·wald officer having charge of 
fences and enclosures. XIII (AncrR.). f. 
ME. heie, haie, OE. hege; HAY 2 +WARD1• 

hazard hre·za1d game at dice XIII; chance, 
venture XIV; risk, peril ; winning opening in 
a tennis-court, tpocket of a billiard table 
XVI. - (O)F. hasard- Sp. azar- Arab. 
azzahr, azzar gaming die. So ha·zard vb., 
ha·zardous. XVI. -F. hasarder, hasardeux, 

haze1 heiz tthick fog; thin mist. XVIII. 
prob., along with haze vb. drizzle (xvn), 
back-formation from earlier hazy hei·zi adj. 
(orig. naut.) tfoggy, (now) misty (xvn), of 
which the earliest forms hawsey, heysey, 
haizy, beside hasie, hazy, together with chro
nological uncertainty, make the problem 
of origin difficult. 

haze• heiz (dial.) frighten, scare, scold, beat 
XVII; (naut.) harass with excessive work; 
(U.S.) subject to brutal horseplay XIX. In 
the first sense preceded by (dial.) hazen 
(early XVII). OF. haser tease, anger, insult, 
has been compared. 

hazel hei·zl small nut-tree, Corylus OE.; 
reddish-brown colour of the ripe hazel-nut 
(OE. h:oeselhnutu) XVI (hasell eyes, Sh.). OE. 
h:oesel, corr. to MDu. hasel (Du. hazelaar 
hazel tree, hazelnoot hazel nut), OHG. hasal, 
-ala (G. hasel), ON. hasl (also hesli, whence 
Sc. heezle) :- CGerm. ( exc. Goth.) *xasa
laz :- IE. *kosolos, *koselos, whence also 
L. corylus, -ulus (Rom. forms are based on 
a var. *colurus), (O)Ir. call, W. collen. Hence 
ha·zel-HEN. xvu. - Du. haselhoen, G. hasel
huhn, so called from the reddish-brown 
colour j SO -GROUSE XVIII. 

hazel" hei·zl kind of freestone. xvu. First 
in hazel ground, poss. named from its colour 
and so a trans£. use of prec. But the adj. 
ha·zellY1 consisting of a mixture of sand, 
clay, and earth, is earlier (late XVI). 

he1 hi, hi 3rd sg. m. pers. pron. OE. he, hi!= 
OFris. hi, he, OS. hi, he, hie; f. Germ. 
demons. stem *xi-,repr. alsoinOHG.(Fran
conian) tr, her, hi! he, d. himo, also hiuru (:
•hiu jaru), G. heuer this year, OHG. hiutu 
(:- *hiu tagu this day = OE. hiodreg, OS. 
hiudiga), G. heute today, Pr.ON. hino, ON. 
(h)inn him, hinig (:- *hin veg) 'this way', 
hither, hit (:- •hiat) hither, Goth. himma 
to him, hina him, himma daga today. See 
also HIM, HIS, HITHER, HENCE, IT. The u!t. IE, 
•ki- •ko- is repr. also in L, cis on this side, 

HEAP 

demons. particle -ce, Oir. ce this, Lith. ns, 
081. si this (Russ. sei), Gr. elkef (Joe.) there. 

he• hi excl. of laughter, usu. repeated he he, 
he he he. OE. he he; cf. L. he, hre, G. hehehe. 

head hed anterior (in man, upper) part of 
the body, containing the mouth, sense 
organs, and brain; various transf. uses. OE. 
hi!afod = OFris. htived, htid, OS. hooid (Du. 
hoof d), OHG. houbit (G. haupt), ON. haujufJ, 
hpfuo, Goth. haubip :- CGerm. *xauliuoam, 
-ifJam the relation of which with L. caput, 
Gr. kephaU head, Skr. kapalam skull, is not 
clear. Hence hea·dLAND strip of land left 
at the head of furrows OE. (heafodland); 
promontory XVI, hea·dMAN chief. OE. 
hi!afodmann (a CGerm. comp.). hea:d
QUA 'RTERSXVII ; cf. G. hauptquartier. hea ·ds
MAN tchief XIV; executioner XVII (Sh.); f. g. 
of head. hea·dsTRONG violently self-willed. 
XIV (Trevisa). hea·dWAY motion ahead or 
forward XVIII; for *aheadway (f. AHEAD). 
hea·dy1 headlong (tlit. and fig.) XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). 

-head hed ME.- hi!d(e), repr OE. *-hmdu, 
mutated form corr. to -had -HOOD, and used 
alongside it from xm, but surviving in 
present Eng. only in godhead and (arch.) 
maidenhead; orig. attached to adjs., as bold
hede, fairhede, but extended later to sbs., as 
knyhthede, manhede, maydenhede, womman
hede (all used by Ch.). Pseudo-arch. are 
beastlyhead, DREARIHEAD (Spenser), lowli
head (Tennyson). 

headborough he·dbA:rou (hist.) head of a 
tithing or frankpledge, (later) petty con
stable. xv (Promp. Parv.). f. HEAD +borough, 
OE. borh pledge (see BORROW); rep!. frith
borgesheued (xn) head of the frithborh or 
frankpledge. 

headlong he·dl;:,IJ headforemost, precipi
tately. xv. Alteration, by assoc. with ALONG, 
of theadling (xm), f. HEAD+-LING 2 (as in 
OE. breeZing backwards); cf. sidelong. 

heal hi! make whole, cure. OE. hmlan = 
OFris. hela, OS. helia11 (Du. heelen), OHG. 
heilan (G. heilen), ON. heila, Goth. hailjan 
:- CGerm. *xai!Jan, f. *xailaz WHOLE. 

health help soundness of body, mind, or 
spirit OE.; toast drunk to a person's wel
fare XVI (Sh.). OE. hmlp = OHG. heilida :
WGerm. *xailipa, f. Germ. *xailazWHOLE; 
see -TH1. Hence hea·lthFuL1 salubrious XIV 
(Trevisa); having good health XVI (super
seded in this sense by hea·lthY1 xvr). 

heap hip collection of things lying one upon 
another; tgreat company OE.; (colloq.) a 
great deal XVII (earlier pl. XVI). OE. heap = 
OFris. hap, OS. hop (Du. hoop; cf. FORLORN 
HOPE), OHG. houf :- WGerm. *xaupaz (not 
in Gothic; Ice!. hdpr is from LG.), rei. to 
MLG. hupe, OHG. hUfo (G. haufen} :
Gemt. *xuPon; IE. •kUp- is repr. also by 
OS!. kupu, Lith. kai1pas heap. Hence as vb. 
OE. heapian (cf. OHG. houfon). 



HEAR 

hear hia.l pt., pp. heard hiird perceive sound 
(intr. and trans.); listen (to); get to know, 
be told. OE. Anglian heran, WS. hieran = 
OFris. hera, hora, OS. hOrian (Du. hooren), 
OHG. hOrren (G. hOren), ON. heyra, Goth. 
hausjan :- CGerm. *xauzjan, dubiously 
connected with Gr. aikouein hear. Hence 
hearsAY hia·.lsei report, rumour. XVI. orig. 
in phr. by hear say, tr. OF. par ouir dil·e 
(now oui-dire), i.e. par by (PER), ouir hear 
(:- L. audire), dire say (:- L. dicere). 

hearken, U.S. harken hii-.Jkn (arch.) listen 
(to). OE. hercnian, heorcnian, f. *he(o)rcian; 
see HARK, -EN6

• The sp. with ea is due to 
assoc. with hear. 

hearse h~.1s catafalque placed over a bier 
at a funeral XIV (Ch.); tbier, coffin, grave 
XVII (Sh.); funeral carriage XVII. - (O)F. 
herse harrow, portcullis (so in Eng. in the 
form herse), triangular frame for candles (in 
AL hercia xm) = It. erpice :- medL. erpica, 
Rom. *herpica, for L. (h)irpicem, nom. (h)ir
pex large rake used as a harrow, f. Samnite 
(h)irpus wolf, with ref. to the teeth. 

heart hii.It bodily organ controlling the 
circulation of the blood, and regarded as the 
centr~f vital functions, the seat of affec
tions,~'esires, thoughts OE. ; dear person; 
innermost part XIII (so h. of oak xvrr) ; vital 
part; tstomach XVI. OE. heorte = OFris. 
herte, OS. herta (Du. hart), OHG. herza (G. 
herz), ON. hjarta, Goth. hairto :- CGerm. 
*xerton (wk. n., which became wk. fern. in 
OE. and OFris.). The IE. base *Mrd- *krd-
is repr. also by Gr. her (:- *ki!rd), karditi, 
kraditi, L. cord-, cor (cf. CORDIAL), OS!. 
sr!dice, srudice (Russ. st!rdce), Lith. sird!s, 
OPruss. seyr, ace. siran, Olr. cride, W. 
craidd, Arm. sirt; the synon. Skr. hid, Av. 
zarallaya, repr. a similar base with a different 
initial consonant. Hence hea·rtEN5 • XVI; 
rep!. ME. herte, OE. hiertan. 

hearth ha.Ip floor on which a fire is made. 
OE. heorp = OFris. herth, herd, OS. herth 
(Du. haard), OHG. hert (G. herd) :
WGerm. *xerpa, which has been specula
tively connected with L. carbo coal, CARBON, 
and cremtire burn, CREMATE. 

heat hit quality or condition of being hot. 
OE. h:'Etu = OFris. hete, MDu. hete, OHG. 
hei::;i :- WGerm. *xaitin, f. Germ. *xaitaz 
HOT; also OE. h:'Ete (:- *xaitja); forms from 
other grades of the base are OS. hittia (Du. 
hitte), OHG. lzizza (G. lzitze), ON. /ziti, 
Goth. heito (fever). So heat vb. OE. 
h:'Etan = (M)Du. heten, OHG. hei!jen, heizen 
(G. heizen), 0~. heita :-Germ. *xaitjan. 

heath1 hip open waste land. OE. h:'Ep, corr. 
to OS. hetha, MLG., MDu. hede, MHG. 
heide (Du. lzeide, hei, G. heide), ON. heior, 
Goth. haipi :- CGerm. *xaipiz :-IE. *kait-, 
repr. also by Gaul. ceto- in place-names, 
OW. coit (W. coed) wood, forest. 

heath1 hip plant of the genus Erica. OE. 
h:'E]J = OS. heth(i)a, (M)LG., (M)Du. heide, 

HEAVEN 

OHG. !zeida (G. !zeide) :- WGerm. •xaipjo; 
f. prec. 

heathen hH~(a)n not Christian, Jewish, or 
Mohammedan. OE. lz:'Epen = OFris. he
thin, OS. hethin (Du. heiden), OHG. heidan 
(G. heide), ON. heioinn, in Goth. repr. by 
hai)mo Gentile woman (Mark vii 26, Gr. 
Hellenis); gen. regarded as a spec. Christian 
use (perh. originating in Gothic) of Germ. 
adj. *xai]mnaz, *xaipinaz inhabiting open 
country, savage, repr. by the ethnic and 
personal names Khaideinoi people of W. 
Scandinavia (Ptolemy), OE. (mid) H:E]mum 
('Widsith' 8r), ON. Heinir (:- •Heionir), 
OHG. Heidanrih; f. • xaipiz HEATH1

; see 
·EN3

• tJ[ Connexion with L. ethnici, Gr. 
ethnikoi ETHNIC, with which the word was 
often pop. identified, has been suggested but 
not proved. Hence hea·thennoM OE. 
h:'Ependom, hea·themsH1 OE. h:'Epenisc; 
both CGerm. exc. Gothic. 

heather he·oa.I species of Erica, otherwise 
called ling. XIV. Sc. and north. hathir, 
haddyr, hadder, hedder; the form hadder or 
lzather (now north. dial.) prevailed in Eng. 
use from XVI to XVIII, when heather is first 
recorded; of unkn. origin, perh. repr. earlier 
*hmddre; the present literary form appears 
to be due to assim. to HEATH' or 2• 

heave hiv (obs. dial. or techn.) lift, raise 
OE.; cause to rise, throw, cast, haul up XVI; 
intr. rise XIV. OE. hebban (pres. ind. hebbe, 
lzefest, heje]J, Jzebba]J), pt. hoj, hafen, pp. 
hEEjen = OFris. heva, hoj, heven, OS. hefJ
fJian, hOj, haben (Du. heffen, hiej, geheven), 
OHG. Jzeffen, huob, gihaben (G. heben, hob, 
gehoben), ON. hejja, h6j, hafinn, Goth. hajjan, 
hoj, hafans :- CGerm. •xabjan, *xof, •xa
bana-, rei. to L. capere(pres. ind. capio, capis, 
capit, capiunt) take. The pres. ind. forms in 
f (v) were early levelled out, in some regions 
by infl. of ON. hefja; pt. (with analogical 
pp.) hove survives in some uses, but for the 
most part weak forms of pt. and pp., already 
found in late OE. (hejde, hejod), prevailed. 

heave ho hiv hou sailor's call in hauling on 
a rope. XIX. Preceded by heave and ho, theue 
and how(e) XVI-XVII, and earlier theuelow 
tlzeuylaw xm-xv, which was assoc. with rum
below; pro b. imper. of HEAVE coupled with 
HO (the earlier law may be LOW1 adj.). 

heaven he·v(a)n sky, firmament; region of 
space beyond the sky ; habitation of God 
and his angels, and of beatified spirits ; 
Divine Providence, God OE.; state of bliss 
XIV (Ch., PPI.). OE. heofon, earlier hefen, 
heben, in late OE. heofone; corr. to OS. 
heban, ON. himinn (inflected stem hifn- :
*Jzibn-), Goth. himins; parallel formations 
with !-suffix are OFris. himul, OS., OHG. 
himil (Du. hemet, G. himmel; Sw., Da. him
me! is from LG.), beside MLG. hemelte, 
OHG. himilizi roof, vault (for the sense cf. 
OE. hiisheofon, heojonhus ceiling); the rela
tion of these forms and their ult. origin are 
disputed. 
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HEAVISIDE HEGIRA 

Heaviside he·visaid name of Oliver Heavi- Andromache, sb. use of Gr. adj. hektor 
side (r8so-r925) applied to a layer of the holding fast, f. ehhein hold. f. the use of the 
atmosphere supposed to aid the transmission sb. (common in late XVII) for 'swaggering 
of wireless waves. fellow', 'swashbuckler'. 

heavy he· vi having weight. OE. hefig = hedge hed3 row of bushes forming a boun-
OS. heoig (Du. hevig), OHG. hebig, ON. dary. OE. hegg, *heeg = EFris. hegge, MDu. 
hpfugr, hpfigr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xa- hegghe (Du. heg), OHG. hegga, hecka (G. 
vuga-, *xaviga-, f. *xaviz (OE. hefe) weight, hecke) :-WGerm. *xagJi5, rei. to HAWl,HAY2. 
f. *xaojan HEAVE; see -Y1• Hence he·dgeHOG. xv; so named from fre-

hebdomadal hebd<l'm;)d;)l tlasting seven quenting hedgerows and its pig-like snout. 
days XVII; weekly xvni. - late L. hebdoma- he·dgeROW. XVI; in OE. heggerewe. 
dalis, f. hebdomad-, -as (whence he·bdo- hedonism hi·d;mizm doctrine that pleasure 
mad XVI) - Gr. hebdomds, f. heptd SEVE~. is the highest good. XIX. f. Gr. hedone 
So hebdo·madARY (eccl.) religious who pleasure (see SWEET)+-IsM. So he·donrsT. 
takes his or her weekly turn in officiating at -hedron he·dr;)n, hi·dran repr. n. sg. (used 
divine service. XV. - ecciL. hebdomadarius. sb.) of Gr. adjs. ending in -edros, f. ht!dra 

Hebe hi·bi daughter of Zeus and Hera, SEAT, base, in camps. with numerals, as hexa-
goddess of youth and spring, and cup- hedron; carr. adjs. end in -hedral, t-hedrical. 
bearer of Olympus; transf. waitress. XVII. heed hid have a care, take notice OE.; care 
Personification of Gr. hebe youthful prime. for XIII. OE. lzedan = OS. lzodian (Du. 

hebetate he·biteit make blunt. XVI. f. pp. lweden), OHG. huoten (G.IuUen) :- WGerm. 
stem of L. lzebetare, f. hebet-, hebes blunt; *xodjan, f. *xoda care, keeping (OFris., 
see -ATE 3

• MLG. hade, OHG. lzuota, G. hut). The 
Hebrew hi·bru belonging to the Semitic regular pt. and pp. would have been *!zed; 

race descended from Abraham, Isaac, and the form heeded dates from XVI. Hence 
Jacob; Jewish; their language. XIII. :\1E. heed sb. XIII (Cursor M.). 
ebreu- OF. ebreu, ebrieu (mod. luJbreu) hee-haw hi·h5 conventional representation 
- medL. Ebreus, for L. Hebr<eus- late Gr. of the bray of an ass; loud coarse laugh. 
Hebrafos- Aram. 'ebraya, for Heb. 'ibri lit. XIX. imit. Cf. G. iah, t(h)ika, tgigag, and 
'one from the other side' (sc. of the river), the vb. yahen, tgigachen, Du. giegagen. 
f. 'eber the region on the other or opposite heeP hi! hinder part of the foot OE.; also 
side, f. 'abar cross or pass over. So Hebrarc various transf. uses, the earliest of which is 
hibrei·ik. XIV. - ChrL. Hebraicus- late Gr. 'bottom crust' XIV (PPI.). OE. hela, hwla, 
Hebra1k6s, f. Hebra-, based on the Aram. carr. to OFris. hela, MDu. hiele (Du. hiel), 
form. He·braiSM. xvr. -F. or modL. ON. h<ell :-Germ. *xaxil- :- *xavxil-, f. 
He·braisT xvm; earlier Hebri·ciAN XVI. *xavx- (whence OE. hoh heel, hOhlsinu 

Hecate he·bti Gr. goddess (as identified HOUGH, ON. hdlm6t ankle-joint), ult. rei. to 
with Persephone taken to preside over Lith. klnka, Lett. cinksla hough. 
witchcraft). - Gr. Hekdte, fem. of hdkatos heel2 hi! incline to one side. XVI. prob. 
f2r-darting, an epithet of Apollo; formerly evolved from theeld, thield through appre-
also disyllabic (as always, exc. once, in Sh., hending final d as a pt.-pp. suffix. OE. 
and in Milton 'Comus' 135 Hecat'). hieldan = OS. oflheldian, MDu. heiden 

hecatomb he·btoum, -tum sacrifice of many (Du. hellen) :- \VGerm. *xalpja, f. *xalpaz 
victims. XVI. -L.hecatombe-Gr.hehat6mbe, (OE. heald inclined, OFris., OHG. hald, 
f. hekat6n HVNDREn+boz1s ox (see cow1). 0~. hallr, with rei. sbs. OFris., MLG. 

heckle he·kl north. and E. Anglian form of helde, OHG. halda, ON. hallr slope, Goth. 
HACKLE. xv. Hence heckle vb. dress (flax wiljalhalpei inclination of mind). 
or hemp) ·with a heckle xv; examine search- hefty he·fti weighty, powerful. xrx. Of 
ingly; harass (a candidate, speaker) with U.S. and dial. origin; f. (dial.) heft weight 
questions XIX (orig. Sc.). which is prob. analogically f. heave, after 

hectic he·ktik 0 f a wasting fever attended cleft/cleave, zveft/weave, etc.; see -Y1
• 

by flushed cheeks XIV; consumptive, wast- hegemony hid3e'm;)ni, hig- leadership, 
ing, feverish xvn; feverishly active, exciting predominant authority, as of one state of a 
xx. ME. etik- OF. etique = Sp., It. etico union, etc. XVI (aegemonie; rare before XIX). 
- late L. hecticus - Gr. hektik6s habitual, - Gr. hegemonia, f. hegemon leader, f. hegez-
hectic, consumptive, f. hixis habit, state of sthai lead, rei. to L. siigi1·e track, Germ. 
body or mind, f. ekhein intr. (with adv.) be *sokjan SEEK; cf. F. hegemonie (xrx) and see 
(in such-and-such a state); superseded XVI -MONY. 
by the mod. form - F. hectique or late L.; hegira, hejira he·d3ir<~ Mohammedan era. 
cf. EPOCH. XVI. - medL. hegira (whence F. hegire, Sp. 

hect(o)- he·kt(ou) F., contr. of Gr. hekaton hegira, It. egira)- Arab. hijrah departure 
HL"NDRED, esp. in terms of the metric system, from one's country and friends (spec. 
as hectare, hectolitre, hectometre. XIX. alhijrat the flight of Mohammed from 

hector he·kt;).I plav the bully, bully. XVII. Mecca to Medina, from which the Moham-
f. Hector name of 'the prop or stay of Troy', medan era is reckoned), f. hajara separate, 
son of Priam and Hecuba, husband of go away. 
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HEIFER 

heifer he·f;Jl young cow (that has not 
calved). OE. heahfore, heahfru, -fre, of 
unkn. origin. Early forms show threefold 
development; heyfer, hayfor, repr. by the 
present sp.; hekfore, surviving late in dial.; 
heffre, -our, repr. by the present pronunc. 

heigh hei excl. of encouragement. XVI 
(Jonson, Sh.). Later sp. of ME. he (xm), 
heh (xv); cf. OF. he. Also, esp. in Sc. forms 
hech, hegh, expressing displeased surprise, 
sorrow, etc. So lzeigh-ho (xvi) excl. of weari
ness or disappointment. See also HEY. 

heighday see HEYDAY. 
height hait quality of being high ; high 

point. OE. heh]m, (WS. hlehjm) = MDu. 
hogede, hoochte (Du. hoogte), OHG. hiihida, 
Goth. hauhi]Ja ;- CGerm. *xauxi]Jo; see 
HIGH,-TH1 • Dissimilation of -hp (-3P) to -ht 
(-3t), orig. northern, appears before 1300; cf. 
drouth, drought, sleighth, sleight; hight (see 
-T2) was a common sp. XVI-XVII, and dial. 
highth, the form used by Milton, in XVII. 
The development of e to i is evidenced 
about 1300, whence the present pronunc. 
(cf. HIGH); the present sp. repr. the older 
pronunc. with ei. Hence heigh·tEN5• XVI. 

heinous hei•n;Js hateful. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
haineus, f. haine hatred, f. hair- Germ. 
* xatJan, rei. to * xatoJan HATE ; see -ous. 

heir E;Jr one who succeeds or is entitled to 
succeed to an estate. XIII. ME. eir, eyr 
-OF. eir, heir (later, hoir) = Pr. her :-late L. 
herem, for earlier hb·edem, nom. heres. 
Hence hei·rESS1• XVII. hei·rLOOM. XV. 

hejira see HEGIRA. 
hele hilt hide, keep secret OE.; (local) cover 

(with earth-tiles). XIII. OE. hellan, helian 
= OS. hellian, OHG. -hellen :- WGerm. 
*haljan f. *xel- *xal- *xul- :-IE. *kel, repr. 
in L. celiire, Gr. kalyptein hide. 

helianthus hilire·npos sunflower genus. 
XVIII. modL., f. Gr. hiflios suN+dnthos 
flower (cf. polyanthus). 

Helicon he·likon mountain in Bceotia, 
which, sacred to the Muses, is associated 
along with its fountains with poetical in
spiration. XVI (Eliconys waters). 

helicopter he·likopt;Jl flying machine sus
tained by lifting screws. XIX. -F. heli
coptere, f. Gr. heliko-, HELix+pter6n wing 
(FEATHER). 

helio- hi-liou, hili:J• repr. comb. form of Gr. 
Mlios SUN, as in he:liocE·NTRIC )(geocentric 
XVII; so F. he·IioGRAPH various apparatus 
involving exposure to sun's rays XIX; 
-GRA'PHIC, relating to helio·GRAPHY de
scription of the sun XVIII ; use of the sun's 
light for engraving, etc. XIX; helio·METER 
instrument for measuring the sun's dia
meter. XVIII. -F. heliometre (Bouguer, 
1747). he·liostat -stret apparatus for re
flecting the light of the sun. XVIII. - modL. 
heliostata, F. heliostat (Gr. stat6s standing, 
f. *sta- STAND). heliotro·pic turning in a 
particular manner under the influence of 
light. XIX j -o·tropiSM, 

HELMINTHOLOGY 

heliotrope hi'!i.,troup, he·!- plant of which 
the flowers turn toward' the sun, e.g. for
merly, sunflower, marigold, now the genus 
Heliotropium XVII ; green variety of quartz, 
so called because if thrown into water 'it 
changeth the raies of the Sun by way of 
reuerberation into a bloudie colour' (Hol
land) xvr. - L. heliotropium, medL. also elio
tropus, -tropius, etc. (formerly used in Eng.), 
- Gr. heliotr6pion, f. hiilios SUN + -tropos 
turning, trepein turn (cf. TROPE). 

helium hi·liam (chem.) gaseous element. 
xrx. f. Gr. Mlios SUN (see -ruM); so named 
from the discovery of its existence in the 
solar spectrum by Lockyer in r868. 

helix hi-liks, he·liks spiral object. xvr. - L. 
helix (helic-)- Gr. helix (-ik-), f. IE. *wei
roll (cf. VOLUTE, WALLOW). Hence he·liCAL1 

spiral. XVII. he·licom screw-shaped, spiral. 
XVIII. - modL.- Gr. 

hell he! abode of the dead, Hades; place or 
state of punishment after death. OE. hel(l) 
= OFris. helle, OS. hell(j)a (Du. hel), OHG. 
hella (G. h6lle), ON. hel, Goth. halja :
CGerm. *xalj6, f. *xal- *xel- *xul- cover, 
conceal (OE. helian, helan, mod. dial. heal, 
heel, as in agric., OFris. hela, OS., OHG. 
lzelan, etc. ; OE. hyllan, Goth. huljan, etc.). 
(jf The IE. base is repr. also in HALL, HELM\ 
HULL 1 ; CONCEAL, CELL, CELLAR; CLANDES
TINE, COLOUR, OCCULT ; SUPERCILIOUS. 

hellebore he·lib5al species of plant of the 
genera Helleborum and Veratrum. XIV 
(preceded by eleboryne xm). ME. el(l)ebre, 
eleure (Gower has ele·borum)- OF. ellebre, 
elebore or medL. eleborus, L. elleborus- Gr. 
(h)elleboros. Respelt or readopted in the 
present form in xvr after the prevailing L. 
and Gr. forms. 

Hellene he-lin Greek. xvrr. - Gr. Hellen. 
So Helle·nrc. xvn (Milton). He·llenrsM. 
xvu (Holland). Hellenr·snc pert. to the 
modified form of Greek current in Egypt, 
Syria, etc., after the time of Alexander the 
Great (rv B.c.). 

hello helou· see HALLO. XIX. 

helm1 helm (arch), helmet. OE. helm = 
OFris., OS., OHG. (Du., G.) helm, ON. 
hjdlmr, Goth. hilms :- CGerm. *xelmaz :
*kebnos, f. IE. base *kel- cover, conceal. 
From Germ. are OS!. Slhnu, Lith. Sdlmas, 
and the Rom. forms (F. heaurne, etc.). It. 
elmo. For the formation cf. Skr. idrman
covering, protection. So helmet he·lmit de
fensive covering for the head. xv (Malory). 
- OF. helmet, dim. of helme (mod. heaume); 
see -ET. 

helm2 helm tiller. OE. helma, corr. to 
MLG. helm handle, OHG. helmo, halma, 
ON. hJalmvrlr 'rudder-stick'; of doubtful 
origin, prob. rei. to HELVE. 

helminthology helminp:J·!ad3i science 
treating of worms. XIX. f. Gr. helminth-, 
Mlmins worm, rei. to HELIX; see -LOGY. 
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HELOT 

helot he·l;}t serf in ancient Sparta. XVI 
(Hylot, Ilot). - L. Helotes pl. - Gr. Heilotes, 
pl. of Heilos; also Hilotre (Il6tre) - Gr. 
Hell6tai, pl. of Heil!Jtes; traditionally de
rived from Helos name of a town in Laconia 
whose inhabitants were enslaved. 

help help that which is furnished to a per
son for his needs. OE. help = OFris. helpe, 
OS. helpa, OHG. helja, ON. hjdlp :-Germ. 
•xelpo, f. CGerm. base *xalp- *xelp- *xulp-, 
whence also help vb. OE. helpan, pt. healp, 
hulpon, pp. holpen = OFris. helpa, OS. hel
pan (Du. helpen), OHG. heljan (G. heljen), 
ON. hjdlpa, Goth. hilpan; the IE. base 
•kelp- appears also in Lith. felpti, palsalpa 
help. The orig. pt. survived till xv in the 
form thalp, which was succeeded by tholp 
(XVI), modelled on the pp. tholpen; the weak 
form helped appears XIII, orig. northern. 
Hence helpmate he·lpmeit companion 
who is a help. XVIII. f. MATE sb., like tlzelp
fellow (xvi), doubtless by assoc. with help
meet, which arose from the use of help-meet 
for man (XVII, Dryden), based on an lzelpe 
meet for him (A.V.) 'a help suitable for him' 
of Gen. ii. I8, 20. 

helter-skelter he:lt;}.lske·lt;}.l in disorderly 
haste. xvr. Rhyming jingle like harum
scarum, hurry-scurry, perh. based ult. on 
ME. skelte hasten (xrv); cf. the synon. 
jingles LG. hulter (de) bulter, hulterpulter, 
hullerdebuller, Du. lzolderdebolder. 

helve helv handle of a weapon or tool. OE. 
helje, WS. lzielje, corr. to OS. lzelfi (MDu. 
helj, helve), OHG. lzalp; f. WGerm. *xal/5-
(which appears also in HALTER):- IE. *kalp-, 
as in OPruss. kalpus waggon-rail, Lith. kdlpa 
cross-piece of a sledge. Cf. HELM2• 

Helvetian helvi·J;}n Swiss. xvr. f. Helvetia 
Switzerland, Helvetius pert. to the Ilelvetii 
(Gr. Helouiftioi, Helbhtioi) people of Gallia 
Lugdunensis. So Helvetrc -e·tik. XVIII. 
- L.; see -IAN, -rc. 

hem1 hem edging of cloth or garment OE. 
(transf. and techn., from xm); border on a 
cloth made by doubling in the edge XVII. 
OE. hem (once, lElfric's Glossary), corr. to 
OFris. hemme enclosed land, presumably 
rei. to HAM2• Hence hem vb. edge, border 
{cloth) XII!; shut in xvr. «::I The forms hemn 
(Wycl. Bible) and hemny vb. (xv) are ob
scure. 

hem•, h'm hem, hm repr. the sound made 
in clearing the throat, consisting of a guttural 
or glottal aspiration followed by a nasal 
murmur with the lips closed. So hem vb. 
xv (in vbl. sb. hemynge, Malory). 

hemi- hemi repr. Gr. hemi-, comb. el. = 
L. semi- SEMI-, Germ. •sami- half (OE. 
siim-, OS., OHG. siimi-); used in many 
techn. terms in later L., e.g. hemicrania (see 
MEGRIM), hemicyclium (whence, through F., 
he·mic;:ycle XVII, Jonson), hemiplegia 
-pli·d3'a paralysis on one side (xvr, Hol
land). See also below. 

HENCHMAN 

hemiptera himi·pt;}ra (entom.) large order 
of insects (bugs, lice, plant lice), having 
wings partly coriaceous partly membranous. 
xrx. modL., n. pl. of lzemipterus (Gr. pter6n 
wing, FEATHER). 

hemisphere he·misfia.l half of a sphere. In 
the form t(h)emisperie, -sphery (xrv) - L. 
hemisphrerium - Gr. hemisphairion, f. hemi
HEMr-+sphafra SPHERE; in the form hemi
sphere (xvr), t-spere (xv) -OF. emisp(h)ere 
(mod. hemisphere). 

hemistich he·mistik (pros.) half-line. XVI. 
-late L. hemistichium- Gr. hemistikhion; 
see HEM!-, STICH. 

hemlock he·ml;)k the poisonous plant 
Conium maculatum. OE. hymlice, hym-, 
hemlic, of unkn. origin; forms in hum-, hom
continued till XVI; the alteration of the final 
syll. to -lock (xv) is paralleled in CHARLOCK. 

hemorrhoid see HJEMORRHOID. 

hemp hemp herbaceous plant Cannabis 
sativa OE.; fibre of this xm. OE. henep, 
hrenep = OS. hanap (Du. hennep), OHG. 
hanaf (G. hanf), ON. hampr :-Germ. 
•xanipiz, •xanapiz, rei. to Gr. kdnnabis 
{whence L. cannabis; cf. CANVAS), Lith. 
kanapi!s, OS!. konoplja, Pers. kanab. 

hen hen female of the domestic fowl OE. ; 
female of other birds xrv. OE. henn = 
OFris., MLG. henne, OHG. henna (G. 
henne) :- WGerm. •xannja, f. CGerm. 
•xanon cock {OE. hana, OFris., OS., 
OHG. hano, Du. haan, G. hahn, ON. hani, 
Goth. hano), rei. to L. canere sing, CHANT, 
Gr. eiikan6s early-crowing, Olr. canim I sing. 
Hence he·npecked. XVII. 

hence hens from here. xrn. ME. hennes, 
hens, f. henne, hen :- OE. hio-, lzeonane, -one, 
heonan = OS., OHG. hinana, lzinan (G. 
lzinnen), also OE. lzina, !zeona = MLG., 
~1Du. hene (Du. heen), OHG. lzina (G. hin); 
WGerm. formations on the pronominal base 
•xi- HE1 • Cf. THENCE, WHENCE. 

henchman he·ntJm;}n squire or page of 
honour xrv ; personal attendant or chief 
gillie of a Highland chief xvm ; trusty fol
lower, (esp. U.S.) stout political partisan 
xrx. ME. hengest-, lzenxst-, henx-, hensman, 
perh. orig. horse attendant (later with eleva
tion of status, as in groom, marshal), f. 
OE. heng(e)st ( = OFris. hengst, hanxt, 
MLG. lzengest, OHG. lzengist, Du., G. 
lzengst, ON. lzestr) stallion, gelding+ MAN. 
The early history and orig. meaning 
are obscure, OE. hengest being extinct 
soon after I zoo (except as an el. in pro
per names containing the name of the re
puted founder of Kent), and there being 
no parallel comp. in the Continental langs. 
The present currency of the word is due to 
Scott (who used hanchman in 'Waverley' 
xvr, reproducing the form from E. Burt's 
Letters, which he edited, but elsewhere has 
henchman, a form well established in xvr and 
used by Sh.; vars. with -an-, -aun- were 
current xv to XVI). 



HENDECA-

hendeca- he·ndeka, hende·ka comb. form 
of Gr. hendeka eleven, f. hen, n. of hefs one 
(cf. SAME)+deka TEN; as in hende·caGON 
(geom.) figure with II sides and II angles; 
he:ndecasv·LLABLE. XVIII. f. L.- Gr. 

hendiadys hendabdis figure of speech in 
which a single complex idea is expressed by 
two words connected by a conjunction. XVI. 
-medL., f. Gr. phr. him dia duo!n 'one 
through two' (Servius). 

henna he·n~ (dye obtained from) Egyptian 
privet, Lawsonia inermis. xvr. - Arab. 
?1enna'. 

henotheism heno·piizm belief in one god 
as the deity of the individual or tribe. XIX 
(Max Muller). f. Gr. heno-, stem of hefs one 
(cf. SAME)+the6s god+-IsM. 

henry he·nri (electr.) unit of inductance. 
XIX. f. name of Joseph Henry (I797-I878), 
Amer. physicist. 

hepatic hip::e·tik pert. to the liver, liver
coloured. xv. - L. hepaticus- Gr.lzepatik6s, 
f. hepat-, hepar liver = L. jecur, Skr. ydkrt, 
Lith. jeknos pl.; see -IC. 

hepta- he·pto before a vowel hept-, comb. 
form of Gr. heptd SEVEN, occurring as the 
first el. of many Gr. comps., some of which 
have descended, through L., to mod. langs., 
many more having been formed in medL. or 
modL., etc., on Gr. analogies; e.g. he·pta
CHORD XVIII j he·ptaGON XVI j he·ptarchy 
XVI (Lambarde; modL. -archia, Camden); 
he·ptasYLLABLE xvrrr (Gray); He·ptateuch 
-tjiik first seven books of the Bible XVII ; 
Gr. teuklzos book. 

heptad he·pt::ed number or group of seven. 
XVII. -Gr. heptad-, heptds, f. heptd SEVEN; 
see -AD1 • 

her1 ha.r, ho genitive of the fern. 3rd pers. 
pron. OE. hire = OFris. hiri, MDu. hare 
(Du. haar), f. pronominal base *xi- HE1 ; cf. 
parallel forms on the base *i-, viz. OS. iru, 
iro, ira, ire, OHG. ira, iro (G. ihr), Goth. 
izlis. Hence hers ha.rz absol. pron. XIV. 
ME. hires, lziris, lzirs (see -s), with a parallel 
(orig. southern) form hern (XIV), now dial. 

her• ha.r, ho orig. dative, later ace. of the 
fern. 3rd pers. pron. OE. hire = OFris. hiri, 
MDu. hare (Du. /war), f. pronominal base 
• xi- HE1 

; cf. the parallel forms on the base 
*i-, viz. OS. iru, OHG. iru, iro (G. ihr), 
Goth. izai. The use as ace. or direct object 
began in late Nhb. (x). Hence hersE·LF. XII 
(hire so/f), in OE. hire sylfre (dative). 

herald he·rold officer who delivers procla
mations, arranges ceremonial functions, etc. ; 
envoy XIV; forerunner XVI (Sh.) ; one skilled 
in heraldry XIX. ME. heraud, lzerauld- OF. 
herau(l)t (mod. heraut)- Germ. *xariu:ald-, 
f. • xarjaz army+ *wald- rule, WIELD; cf. 
Charioualda name of a Batavian chief in 
Tacitus' 'Annals' II xi, OS. Heriold, OE. 
Hariweald, ON. Haraldr Harold. t][ It. 
araldo, Sp. heraldo, G. lzerold are from OF. 
Hence heraldic her::e·ldik. XVIII (Warton); 
he·raldRY art of blazoning. XVI. 

HERIOT 

herb ha.rb plant with non-woody stem; 
medicinal plant. XIII. ME. erbe, herbe- OF. 
erbe (mod. herbe) = Pr. erba, Sp. hierba, Pg. 
herva, Rum. iarbii :- L. herba grass, green 
crops, herb. The sp. with his recorded from 
the earliest times, but the pronunc. without 
initial aspirate was regular till early XIX. 
herbA·CEOUS. XVII. f. L. he·rbAGE. XIV 
(Gower). -OF. erbage (mod. herbage). 
he·rbAL1 book treating of plants. XVI. 
- medL. herbtilis (sc. liber book); whence 
he·rbaLIST. XVI. herbA·RruM collection 
of dried plants. XVIII. - late L. herbarium, 
sb. use of n. of adj. repr. by L. herbarius 
botanist, herbaria botany (Pliny); see -ARY. 

Herculean ha.rkjuli·on, ho.rkju·lion pert. to 
Hercules, L. alteration of Gr. Herakles, f. 
Hira wife of Zeus+kleos glory, lit. 'having 
or showing the glory of Hera'. XVI ; see -EAN. 

herd1 ha.rd company of animals, flock. OE. 
heord = MLG. herde, OHG. herta (G. 
herde), ON. hjpro, Goth. hairda :- CGerm. 
*xeroo :-IE. *kerdha-, whence Skr. (drdhas 
troop; cf. Oir. crod troop, W. cordd tribe, 
family (:- *kordho-), OS!. creda. 

herd 2 ha.rd keeper of a herd. OE. hirde, 
WS. hierde = OS. hirdi, herdi, OHG. hirti 
(G. hirte), ON. hiroir, Goth. hairdeis :
CGerm. *xerojaz, f. *xeroo (see prec.). 
Hence herd vb. intr. XIV; trans. XVI. 
he·rdsMAN. xvrr. Alteration of herdman 
(OE. hierdemann), after craftsman. 

here hi:u in this place. OE. her = OFris., 
OS. her, OHG. hiar (Du., G. hier), ON. her, 
Goth. her (beside OFris., OS. hir); obscurely 
f. Germ. pronominal base *xi- this (see HE\ 
and cf. HENCE, HITHER). t][The form here is 
of early ME. date; cf. THERE. 

hereditament heridi·t;:,m;:,nt heritable pro
perty. xv. - medL. hereditamentum, f. late 
L. hereditare, f. hered-, heres HEIR; see -MENT. 
So here·ditABLE heritable. xv. - obs. F. or 
medL. here·ditARY descending by inheri
tance. xvr. - L. hereditiirius, f. hereditas. 
herediTY hlre·dlti inheritance (rare) XVI; 
heritable character XVIII ; (bioi.) XIX.- (O)F. 
hertfdite, or L. hereditas, f. hered-, heres HEIR. 

heresy he·risi unorthodox religious opinion. 
XIII (AncrR.). ME. (h)eresie- OF. (h)eresie 
(mod. heresie) = Sp. herejia, It. eresia
Rom. *heresia, for L. h::eresis - Gr. hafresis 
choice, (hence) course of action or thought, 
school of thought, philosophical or religious 
sect, f. hairefsthai choose, haireln take. So 
heretiC he•ritik one who embraces heresy. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). - (O)F. heretique- ecc!L. 
h::ereticus- Gr. hairetik6s able to choose, f. 
hairefsthai. here·tiCAL. XVI (More). - medL. 

heriot he·riot (orig.) feudal service consist
ing of military equipment restored to the 
lord on the death of a tenant. OE. here
geatwa, -we (whence medL. herietum, -otum 
XII, AN. heriet), f. here army (cf. HARBINGER) 
+geatwa (= ON. gptvar pl.) trappings. 
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HERITAGE 

heritage he·ritid3 inherited property. XIII 
(AncrR., RGlouc., Cursor M.). - OF. (h)e
ritage (mod. he-) = Pr. heretatge, OSp. ere
dage; f. (h)eriter, etc. - ecclL. hereditiire, f. 
hered- HEIR. So he·ritABLE. XIV, - (O)F. 
he·ritoR1• xv (-er). -AN. heriter = (O)F. 
Mritier :-L. hrereditiirius; conformed to -OR1 

in XVI (cf. bachelor). 
hermaphrodite h;}Jmre·fr;Jdait being in 

which parts characteristic of both sexes are 
combined xv ; animal or plant in which male 
and female organs are present; (naut.) sail
ing vessel combining characters of two kinds 
of craft xvm. - L. hermaphroditus - Gr. 
hermaphr6ditos, orig. proper name of a son 
of Hermes and Aphrodite, who grew together 
with the nymph Salmacis while bathing in 
her fountain and so combined male and 
female characters. 

hermeneutics h5lminju·tiks science of 
interpretation. xvm (Waterland). - modL. 
hermeneutica- Gr. hermeneutikii, sb. use 
(sc. tekhne art) of fern. sg. of adj. (see -rc, 
-res), f. hermeneutiis, agent-noun f. herme
neuein interpret, f. hermhzeus interpreter. 

hermetic( at) h;JJmetik(;Jl) pert. to (the sup
posed writings of) Hermes Trismegistus; 
(hence) pert. to occult science, esp. alchemy; 
h. seal airtight closure (as used by alchemists). 
XVII. - modL. hermeticus, f. (pro b. after 
magnes, magneticus) Hermes Trismegistus (Gr. 
'EpfLfjS -rp!s fL(y,aros, late L. Hermes termaxi
mus) 'thrice-greatest Hermes', name given 
by Neoplatonists, mystics, and alchemists to 
the Egyptian god Thoth, who was identi
fied with the Grecian Hermes (god of 
science, etc.) as the author of occult science 
and esp. alchemy; see -rc, -!CAL. The adv. 
is earlier in XVII ; after modL. hermetic€. 

hermit h;}·Jmit religious recluse, esp. of 
the desert. XIII. ME. annite, (h)ermite, 
(h)eremite- (O)F. (h)ermite (mod. ermite) or 
ChrL. erhnita (medL. her-) -Gr. eremites, 
f. eremlii desert, f. eriimos solitary, deserted. 
The initial h preserves a medL. variety of 
sp. Cf. EREMITE. So he·rmitAGE. xm. 
- (O)F. (h)ermitage = Pr. ermitatge, etc., 
medL. (h)er(e)mitiigium; as the name of a 
French wine (XVII), so called from a ruin on 
a hill near Valence supposed to have been a 
hermit's cell. 

hernia h~·mi;J rupture of abdominal (etc.) 
wall. xrv (Ch.). - L. hemia (medL. also 
hirnia). 

hernshaw hi}·lnf5 see HER01'<SEW. 
hero hi;:,·rou man of superhuman qualities, 

demigod XIV (Trevisa; rare before XVI) ; 
illustrious warrior xvr ; man admired for his 
great deeds and noble qualities XVII; chief 
man in a poem, play, etc. XVII (Dryden). In 
earliest use chiefly pl. heroes, with sg. heroe 
(both of 3 syll.) and heros- L. heros, pl. 
heroes - Gr. heros, pl. !zeroes. Cf. (O)F. 
heros, theroe, Sp. heroe, It. eroe. The com
mon heroe (xvr-xvm) was superseded by 
hero (XVII), with pl. heroes (2 syll.). So 

HESSIAN 

hermc herou·ik. XVI. -F. or L.- Gr. 
heroik6s. heroi-co·Mrc (J. 'Varton), -co·Mr
CAL (Pope), after F. Mroi-comique, for 
*heroico-comique. heroiNE 3 he·rouin. XVII. 
-F. or L.- Gr. herOine. he·rorsM. xvm. 
-F. heroisme. 

heroin he·rouin sedative drug (diacetyl
morphin) prepared from morphia. XIX. -G. 
heroin, said to be f. Gr. Mros HERO because 
of the inflated notion of the personality 
which follows its use; see -IN. 

heron he·r~n, poet. bern h(;ln long-necked 
long-legged wading bird, Ardea. XIV. ME. 
heiroun, heroun, herne- OF. hairon (mod. 
heron) = Pr. aigron, Cat. agr6, It. aghirone, 
airone- Germ. *'xaigaron (whence OHG. 
heigaro; cf. ON. hegri), dissimilated form of 
"'xraigron (cf. OE. hriigra, MLG. reger, 
MDu. r~iger, OHG. reigaro, G. reiher with 
LG. cons.-change), usu. referred to IE. 
*qriq-, whence Gr. krizein, aor. krfxai utter 
sharp cries, OS!. krilati cry out, etc. Hence 
he·ronRY. XVII. So heronsew he·r;Jnsju 
(young or little) heron. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
heronceau, earlier -eel, dim. (L.~-cellus); obs. or 
dial. vars. are hernsew (xv), heronshew (xvr). 

herpes h(;·Jpiz (path.) skin disease. XVII. 
- L.- Gr. herpes shingles, lit. 'creeping', 
f. hifrpein creep (see SERPENT). 

herring he·riiJ small N. Atlantic sea-fish, 
Clupea harengus. OE. hrering, hering = 

OFris. Jzereng, MLG. herink, hiirink (Du. 
haring), OHG. hiiring (MHG. hmrinc, G. hii
ring, !wring) :- vVGerm. *xerivga, beside 
which a var. with *xar- is repr. by medL. 
haringus (whence Pr. arenc, F. hareng; It. 
has aberrant aringa); poss. orig. 'greyish
white fish', f. HOAR; see -ING3

• (Jf The long 
stem-vowel is preserved dial. 

Herrnhuter he·rnhu:t~r one of the sect of 
United Brethren or Moravians. XVIl!. f. 
Herrnhut 'the Lord's keeping' (HEED), name 
of their first German settlement. 

hertz h~1ts (electr.) frequency of one cycle 
per second. f. name of H. R. Hertz (1857-
94), German physicist. 

hesitate he·ziteit hold back in doubt. xvn. 
f. pp. stem of L. hmsitiire stick fast, stammer, 
be undecided, f. hms-, pp. stem of hmrere 
stick, hold fast; see ADHERE and -ATE 3

• So 
hesitA·TI01'<. XVII (Bacon). - L. 

Hesperian hespi~·ri~n western. xvr (Sur
rey), f. L. hesperius, Gr. hesperios, f. Hespe
ria, Gr. Hesperia (poet.) land of the west, 
f. Hesperus (used from Ch. onwards), 
Hesperos, as adj. western, as sb. evening 
star (see VESPER, -IAN). 

Hessian he·si~n pert. to Hesse, a grand 
duchy of Germany: H. boot, top-boot with 
tassels in front first worn by H. troops XIX; 
H. fly, fly or midge, Cecidomyia destructor, 
so named because it was erron. supposed to 
have been carried into America by the 
H. troops during the War of Independence 
XVIII j see -IAN. 



HEST 

best hest (arch.) bidding, BEHEST. XII. ME. 
heste, f. (on the model of abstr. sbs. in -te, 
e.g. ishefte creation) hes, OE. hiEs:- •xaittiz, 
f. *xaitan call (see HIGHT). 

hetaira hetai:1·r;) concubine, harlot. xrx. 
- Gr. hetaira, fern. of hetafros companion, 
rei. to L. satelles SATELLITE. Hence hetrer
ISM heti;)·rizm open concubinage; tribal 
communal marriage. 

hetero- he·t;Jro(u), heter- comb. form of 
Gr. heteros other, in many techn. comps. 
(sometimes opp. to auto-, hommo-, iso-, ortho-, 
syn-). he·teroclite, (gram.) irregularly de
clined. XVI. - late L. - Gr. heter6klitos 
( -klitos, f. kltnein bend, INCLINE, inflect); he·
terodox )( orthodox. XVII. - Gr. heter6doxos 
(d6xa opinion); he·teroDYNE. xx; he:tero
ge·nE-ous -d3ini:1s diverse in kind or nature 
)(homogeneous. XVII;- medL. heterogeneus, 
f. Gr. heterogenis (genos KIND1); heter(o)
ou·siAN )( homoousian, homoiousian. XVII. 

hetman he·tm~n military commander in 
Poland, etc. XVIII. - Pol. hetman ( = Czech 
hejtman, Little Russ. hetman, Russ. atamdn) 
prob.- G. hauptmann 'head man', captain, 
earlier heubtmann. Also ataman (xix). 

heuristic hjuri·stik serving to find out. XIX. 
irreg. f. Gr. heuriskein find (cf. EUREKA), after 
words in -ISTIC from vbs. in -izein -IZE. 

hew hju pp. hewn strike, cut with blows 
of an axe, etc. OE. heawan, pt. heow, pp. 
hiJawen = OFris. hmm, howa, OS. hauwan 
(Du. houwen), OHG. lwuwan (G. hauen), 
ON. hgggva :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
redupl. str. vb. 111xauu·an, pt. *xexau-, pp. 
*xauzmn-; f. IE. *kou- *how-, found also in 
OS!. kovq, kovati forge, Lith. kduju strike, 
forge, kova battle. 

hexad he•ksred group of SL'<. xvn. - Gr. 
hexad-, hexds, f. hex srx; see -AD1• 

hexa- he·ks;), heksre·, hegzre·, before vowel 
hex-, comb. form of Gr. hex SIX, used like 
HEPTA-, as in hexaemeron heks;)i'm;)mn 
six days of the Creation. XVI. Late L. - n. 
of Gr. hexahneros (hemdra day); hexaGON 
he·ks;)gon, -agonAL1 re·g;)n;)l. XVI; -he·
dron. XVI; Gr. hddra seat, base, side of a 
figure; hexaMETER hegzre·mit;J.I, heks
(pros.) line of six feet. XVI (Ch. has exa
metron). - L.- Gr. hexdmetros (see METRE); 
he·XANE2 paraffin containing six atoms of 
carbon; hexapla he·ks;Jpl;J sixfold text (of 
O.T. or N.T.) in parallel arrangement. XVII; 
Gr. hexapla, n. pl. of hexaplous (cf. -FOLD); 
hexapod he·ks;,po:>d six-footed animal. XVII 

IUDALGO 

hey-go-mad XVIII (Sterne). ME. hei, hay; 
cf. OF. hai, hay, Du., G. hei, Sw. hej. See 
also HEIGH. 

heyday, heigh- hei•dei excl. denoting gaiety, 
surprise, wonder. XVI (heyda, Skelton). The 
earliest form agrees with LG. heida, also 
heidi hurrah! Hence hey-day sb. state of 
exaltation or excitement XVI; prime, bloom 
xvm (Smollett, Sterne). 

heyduck hei·duk in Hungary and Poland, 
one of a body of foot-soldiers o·r retainers. 
XVII. - Czech, Pol., Serb lzajduk, in Magyar 
hajdzi, pl. -dzik- Turk. haydud robber, bri
gand (whence also Bulg. hajdutin, mod. Gr. 
XaLVTOVT7]S). 

hey-ho heihou int. perh. of nautical origin 
and marking the rhythm of heaving or haul
ing; often used in refrains of songs. xv (hay 
hoe, hey how). 

hi hai excl. to attract attention or tto incite. 
xv (hy). q OE. hig lti, hyg la, hila hi means 
'alas!', like L. heu. 

hiatus haiei-tas gap, chasm XVI; interrup
tion of continuity XVII; break between two 
vowels XVIII. - L. hiatus gaping, opening, 
f. hiare gape (cf. YAWN). 

hibernate hai·ba.meit spend the winter esp. 
in a state of torpor. XIX (E. Darwin). f. pp. 
stem of L. hibernare, f. hiberna winter quar
ters, n. pl. of hibemus pert. to winter :
*gheimrinos (cf. Gr. kheimerin6s), f. hiems 
winter, rei. to Gr. kheima winter, and various 
forms in Indo-Iranian, Slavonic, Baltic, and 
Celtic langs. So hibernA·TION wintering 
XVII; (nat. hist.) dormant condition in winter 
XIX (E. Darwin). 

Hibernian haib5·mian Irish. XVII. f. L. 
Hibernia, alteration of !verna, Iuverna, 
Iuberna- Gr. !Ferne, lime- OCeltic "'lveriu, 
ace. • Iverionem (Jr. Eriu, ace. Eirinn Erin, 
later 1\Hr. Eri, whence OE. lraland IRE
LAND); see -IAN. 

hibiscus hibi·skas malvaceous plant. XVIII. 
L., - Gr. lzibiskos, identified by Dioscorides 
With a[tlzafa ALTHlEA. 

hiccough hi·kap spasm of the respiratory 
organs accompanied by a resonant gasping 
noise. xvr. imit.; early forms hickop, 
hi(c)kup, which superseded earlier thicket, 
thickock, of imit. origin; cf. ON. lzixti sb., 
hixta vb., Du. hik, hikken, Sw. hicka, Da. 
hik(ke), Russ. ikat', and F. hoquet. q The 
form hiccough (xvn) is due to assim. to cough, 
but the pronunc. has not been affected. 

(Wilkins, Ray); see FOOT; he·xastich group hickory hi·k:1ri N. Amer. tree allied to the 
of six lines of verse. XVII (Drayton; earlier walnut. XVII ( -ery). Shortening of pohickery 
-stichon). - modL. hexastichon; cf. STICHIC; (in Eng. context XVII), the native Virginian 
He·xateuch -tjiik Pentateuch with Joshua. form of which is cited as paw-, powcohiccora 
XIX; cf. HEPTATEUCH. for milk or oil extracted from the nuts. 

hey hei excl. to attract attention, express hidalgo hidre·lgou Spanish gentleman by 
exultation, etc. xm; used extensively with birth. XVI. Sp., formerly hijo dalgo, i.e. hijo 
other words as they go bet XIV (Ch.); hey de algo 'son of something' (a/go in OSp. and 
trolly lolly, hey diddle diddle XVI; hey-pass OPg. meant 'possession'), repr. L.jilius son, 
XVI (Marlowe), hey presto XVIII (Fielding); de DE, aliquid something (cf. ALIQUOT). 
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HIDE 

hide1 haid skin. OE. hyd = OFris. hed, 
OS. hiid (Du. huid), OHG. hzit (G. haut), 
ON. huo ;- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xiiiJiz :
IE. *kiitis (cf. Gr. kutos, L. cutis cuTICLE). 
Hence as vb. beat the hide of, thrash, whence 
(colloq.) hi·diNG1 thrashing. XIX. 

hide2 haid measure of land reckoned as that 
sufficient to support a free family with de
pendants. OE. hid, earlier higid, f. hig-, hiw
(in comb.) = OHG. hi-, ON. hy-, Goth. 
heiu·a-, rei. to L. civis citizen (see CIVIc), 
and to a Germ. n-stem in OE. hiwan (pi.), 
OFris. hiuna members of a household, 
OHG. hi(w)un, ON. hjun man and wife; 
f. IE. *kej- *ki- dear, faithful, which with 
various suffixes is widely represented. 

hide 3 haid pt. hid pp. hidden put or keep 
out of sight. OE. hydan ~· OFris. heda, 
MDu. hflden, LG. (ver)hilen :- WGerm. 
*xiidjan, prob. based on IE. *keudh-, repr. 
also by Gr. keuthein, W. cuddio hide. 

hideous hi·di~s frightful, (hence) fright
fully ugly. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. hidous 
-A~. hidous, OF. hidos, -eus (mod. hideux), 
earlier hisdos, f. hide, hisde fear, of unkn. 
origin. The ending was assim. to -EOUS XVI. 

hie hai tstrive, exert oneself OE.; (arch.) 
hasten XII. OE. higian, of unkn. origin. 

hierarchy hai~·rii.rki division of angels 
comprising three orders XIV (Wyclif, Tre
visa); priestly or ecclesiastical rule XVI ; body 
of ecclesiastical rulers XVII ( transf. and gen., 
Milton). ME. ierarchie, gerarchie (super
seded by latinized forms in XVI)- OF. 
ierarchie, gerarchie (mod. hierarchie = It. 
gerarchia)- medL. (h)ierarchia- Gr. hier
arkhiti, f. hierdrkhes steward of sacred rites 
high priest, f. hieros sacred, holy+-arkhes' 
-arkhos ruling, ruler; see ARCH-, -Y 3• S~ 
hie·rarch ecclesiastical ruler XVI ; archangel 
XVII (Milton). - medL. hierarcha- Gr. hier
drkhes. hiera·rchiCAL. xv.- medL. -icus + 
-AL- Gr. 

hieratic hai~rre·tik pert. to a priestly class, 
~hence) of a style of ancient Egyptian writ
mg. XVII. - L. hieriiticus- Gr. hieriitik6s 
priestly, sacerdotal, f. hierlisthai be a priest 
f. hiereus priest, f. hieros sacred. ' 

hier!>glyphic hai~ :rogli ·fik pertaining to 
ancient Egyptian writing; sb. character in 
such picture-writing; symbolic or enigmatic 
fi~ure. XVI. - F. hitfroglyphique or late L. 
hteroglyphicus - Gr. hierogluphikos (n. pl. 
use~ a~ sb. by Plutarch,for 'letters, writing'), 
f. hteros sacred+ gluphe carving ( cf. CLEAVE'). 
Hence, as back-formation or after F. hiero
glyphe, hie·roglyph hieroglyphic figure. 
XVII (gieroglije, after It., XVI). 

hierophant hai;J·rOfrent expounder of mys .. 
teries. XVII. -late L. hierophanta, -es- Gr. 
hierophdntes, f. hier6s sacred --1-- -ph an- base 
of phalnein reveal (cf. PHENOr:fENON). ' 

higgle hi·gl cavil as to terms. XVII. var. of 
HAGGLE, expressive of niggling. 

HILARITY 

higgledy-piggledy hi:gldipi·gldi in huddled 
confusion. XVI. Rhyming jingle pro b. based 
on PIG with ref. to swine herding together. 

high hai having a considerable (or specified) 
upward extent; exalted. OE. heah (in
flexional stem heag-) = OFris. hiich, OS., 
OHG. hoh (Du. hoog, G. hoch), 0~. hdr 
(earlierh(fr), Goth. hauhs :-CGerm. "xauxaz 
:-IE. *koukos (cf. Lith. kailkas swelling, 
boil, kaukard height, hill, and the remoter 
0~. haugr hill, Goth. hiuhma heap, Russ. 
kzicha heap, Skr. kucas female breast). For 
the phonology cf. DIE1 , EYE, THIGH; see also 
HEIGHT. Combs. hi·gh-BROW, back-forma
tionfromhi·gh-browed(orig. U.S.) C.1910; 

highcHU'RCHMAN (whence high church) 
succeeded to high-FLY'ER XVII; hi·ghLAND. 
OE. lzealzlond promontory; thereafter (xv) 
applied spec. to the north and west moun
tainous district of Scotland ; hi· gh STREET 
highway, main road; main street of a town; 
OE. healzstrfet often used of the Roman 
roads; hi·ghwAY public road; OE. heiweg; 
hence hi·ghwayMAN. XVII. 

high-falutin' haif;,liu·tin (orig. U.S. sl.) 
sb. bombastic speech; adj. absurdly pom
pous. XIX. f. HIGH + obscurely-formed el., 
which was poss. a whimsical pronunc. of 
fluting, prp. of FLUTE. 

high-flown hai·floun televated, elated, 
intoxicated; hyperbolical, bombastic; tex
treme in opinion. XVII. orig. f. high adv.+ 
old strong pp. of FLOW, from the sense 'in 
flood', 'swollen' ; later assoc. with pp. of 
FLY 2 (cf. high-flyer XVII). 

bight hait in literary arch. use now only in 
pt. 'is called', 'was called', and pp. 'called, 
named'. The only surviving form of an 
orig. redupl. CGerm. vb. meaning 'call by 
name, name, call to do something, bid, 
command, promise', repr. by OE. hiitan, 
pt. heht, het, pp. hiiten (ME. hate, hi;t, heet, 
hoten), OFris. heta, OS. hetan, OHG. hei0:;an 
(G. heissen call, bid, be called; es heisst it is 
said), ON. heita, Goth. haitan, pt. haihait, 
pp. lzaitans; f. a base which has been related 
to L. ciere summon, CITE. This vb. shows 
the only survival in Eng. of the IE. medic
passive form: OE. lziitte is called, was called 
= Goth. haitada, the ending of which corr. 
to Gr. -tai. OE. hiitte did not survive beyond 
xv; its place had begun to be taken as early 
as XIII by the active form of the pt. (heht, 
he;t, hi;t, lzight). The orig. pp. was super
seded by forms of the pt. Some active uses 
remain dial., e.g. Sc. hecht, hicht promise. 

highty-tighty hai:titai·ti var. of HOITY
TOITY. XVII. 

hike haik jerk, pull, drag XVIII ; move away 
or off; (latterly) tramp, esp. for pleasure XIX. 
Of dial. origin. 

hilarity hilre·rlti cheerfulness XVI; boister
ous joy XIX. - F. hilarite - L. hilaritiis, f. 
hilaris = Gr.lzilar6s cheerful, gay; see -ITY. 
Hence hilarious hile;ni;,s, after atrocious, 
etc. 



mLARY 

Hilary hi ·lari name of a saint and doctor of the 
Church, bishop of Poi tiers (died 367), whose 
feast, falling on 13 January, gives his name 
to the first of the law and university terms 
of the calendar year. XVI. - medL. Hilarius. 

hill hi! small mountain. OE. hyll = Fris. 
hel, LG. hull, MDu. hille, hil, hul :- WGerm. 
(of the LG. area) *xulni :- *kulnis, f. IE. 
base *kl- *kel- *kol-, whence also L. collis 
hill, celsus lofty, culmen top (see EXCEL, CUL
MINATE), Gr. kolonos, kolonif hill, Lith. kilnus 
high, kdlnas hill, ktHti raise; cf. HOLM. Hence 
hi·IIOCK. XIV. hi-Jlv1• XIV (Gower). 

hillo(a) hilou· var. of HOLLO, with altered 
quality of the unstr. syll. XVII (Sh.). tJJ Not 
continuous with obscure ME. hilla (XIV). 

hilt hilt handle of sword or dagger. OE. 
hilt m. and n. and hilte fern., corr. to OS. 
hilte, helta, MLG. hilte, MDu. helte, OHG. 
helza, ON. hjalt :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*xeltaz, *xeltiz, *xeltfiin, of unkn. origin 
(OF. helt-e, heut-e, It. else, elsa are adop
tions from Germ.); phr. up to the hilt or 
thilts (XVI-XVIII) completely. tJ)The pl. hilts 
continues the ME. use of hiltes, which goes 
back to OE. ]Hi hilt, hiltas, and hiltan (oo pii 
hilt or hiltan up to the hilts), coli. pl. gehiltu, 
ON. hfplt, the reference of the pl. ·being to 
the two cross-pieces of the handle of a sword 
bounding the middle piece (ON. meoal
kajli), the lower one being the guard ( cf. OE. 
hiltleas sweord sword without a guard). 

him him orig. dative of HE1 , IT; later also as 
direct object. OE. him = OFris. him, MDu. 
hem(e), him (Du. hem), f. base of HE', with 
inflexion parallel to OS., OI-IG. imu, imo 
(G. ihm), which are f. base *i- (L. is he, id 
it, Goth. is, ita, OHG. er, e:;, G. er, es). 
tJj OE. ace. hine, which survives dial. as en, 
un, was superseded by him in north. and 
midi. areas before 1200. 

hind' haind female of the deer. OE. hind, 
corr. to OS. hind/calf, (M)Du. hinde, OHG. 
hinta (G. hinde), ON. hind:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *xinpjo :-IE. *kemti-, f. *hem
hornless, repr. by Gr. kemds young deer, 
Skr. romas, Lith. szmulas hornless. 

hind 2 haind farm servant; farm bailiff. XVI. 
Later fonn of late OE. (north-mid!.), ME. 
hine pl. household servants, (hence) sg. 
servant, esp. farm servant, lad, fellow; pre
sumably developed from OE. hina, }"ligna, 
g. pl. of higan, hiwan (cf. HIDE 2), as in hina 
fmder 'paterfamilias'. For the parasitic d 
cf. ASTOUND, SOUND 2• 

hind3 haind situated at the back, posterior. 
XIII. This and synon. hinder1 hai·nda.z (XIV) 
appear to be abstracted from OE. hindeweard 
and hinderweard backward, back-, bihindan 
BEHI!'m. The uncompounded OE. hindan 
from behind, hinder below (on hinder down, 
behind, backwards), corr. to OHG. hintana 
(G. hinten) adv. behind, Goth. hindana prep. 
beyond, and OFris. hindera, OS. hindiro 
MLG. hinder, OHG. hintar (as adj. -aro): 
G. hinter, ON. compar. hindri, super!. hinztr, 

HIP 

Goth. hindar prep. beyond, the further rela
tions of which are doubtful. Hence hi·nder
MORE, hi·nderMOST, and hi·ndMOST, which 
all appear in late XIV, having no chronologi 
cal link with OE. super!. hindema (cf. Goth. 
hindumists). 

hinder• hi·nd;u tinjure OE.; keep back, 
delay XIV. OE. hindrian = MLG., MDu. 
hinderen, OHG. hintariin (G. hindern), ON. 
hindra :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xindariifan, 
f. *xindar; seeprec. Hencehi·ndrANCE. xv. 

Hindi hindi (str. variable) Aryan vernacular 
of N. India. XVIII. -Urdu hindi, f. hind 
India; in Pers. hindwi, hinduvi, whence for
merly in Eng. Hindevi, Hindawee, Hinduee, 
etc. So Hindu, Hindoo hindu (str. vari
able)AryanofN. India. XVII.- Urdu-Pers. 
hindu, formerly hindii, f. hind India= Av. 
heiidu, Skr. sindhu river, prop. the Indus, 
(hence) region ofthe Indus, Sindh. Hindu
stani hindusta·ni formerly Hindo(o)-, 
-stanee language of Hindustan, orig. of its 
Muslim conquerors, being a form of Hindi 
with admixture of Arabic, Persian, and 
other elements. XVIII (earlier Indostan, 
-stans). -Urdu- Pers. hindustiini, f. hindz~, 
thin do+ -stan country+ adj. suffix -i. 

hine see HIND 2• 

hinge hind3 movable joint of a gate or 
door. XIII (Cursor M.). Of obscure origin; 
ME. heng, heeng, hing, with deriv. (see -LE1 ) 

hengle, heengle, hingle, which survived dial. 
as hi·l)gl, he·l)gl, carr. to MLG., MHG. 
Jzengel (G. hiingel), f. the base of HAI':G; cf. 
(M)LG. henge hinge, Du. hengel fishing-rod, 
handle, hengsel hinge, handle. The pronunc. 
with d3 (of obscure development) is not 
evident before XVI. Hehce vb. XVII (Sh.). 

hinny1 hi·ni whinny. xv. Earlier henny 
- (O)F. hennir :- L. hinnire, to which the 
word was finally assim. 

hinny2 hi·ni offspring of a she-ass and a 
stallion. XVII. f. L. hinnus- Gr. innos, 
ginnos ; assim. to prec. 

hint hint topportunity; slight indication or 
suggestion. XVII (Sh.). Of obscure origin; 
presumably var. of rare thent grasp, inten
tion, f. hent vb., OE. hentan seize, of unkn. 
origin. Hence hint vb. xvn. 

hinterland hi·ntaJlrend region behind that 
lying along a sea or watercourse. XIX. G., 
f. hinter behind (see HIND 3)+land LAND. 

hip1 hip projection of pelvis and top of 
thigh. OE. hype = MDu. hOpe, hiipe (Du. 
heup), OHG. huj, pl. huffi., Goth. hups, pl. 
hupeis :-Germ. *xupiz, rei. to HOP1• 

hip 2 hip fruit of the (wild) rose. OE. heope, 
hiope, corr. to OS. hiopo (Du. joop), OHG. 
hiufo thornbush, bramble :- WGerm. 
*xeup-. (j[ Shortening of the vowel was 
prob. due to the frequent comps. hip
bramble (OE. heopbremel), hip-tree. 

hip3 hip texcl. of calling XVIII ; as a cheer, 
in hip hip hooray XIX. 
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HIPPED 

hipped hipt morbidly depressed. XVIII. 
Earlier hypt, hypp'd, f. hyp, hip (xvm), short 
for HYPOCHONDRIA; see -ED2

• Also hi•pp!SH\ 
hyppish (xvm). Cf. Du. hiep, for hypo
chonder hypochondriac. 

hippo hi·pou short for HIPPOPOTAMUS. XIX. 
hippo- hi·po(u), hip<>· comb. form of Gr. 
hippos HORSE. hippoca·mpus sea-horse. 
XVI. - L. - Gr. (kdmpos sea-monster); 
-CE":'>iTAUR XVI. - L.- Gr.; hi·ppogriff 
fabulous griffin-like creature. XVII. - F. 
hippogriffe- It. ippogrijo (grijo :- L. gry
phus GRIFFIN1). 

hippocras hi·po(u)knes wine flavoured with 
spices. XIV (Ch.). ME. :ypocras- OF. ipo-, 
ypocras, forms of the name Hippocrates (an
cient Gr. physician v B.c.) used for medL. 
vinum Hippocraticum 'wine of Hippocrates', 
the ·wine being so called because it was 
strained through 'Hippocrates' bag', a coni
cal bag used as a filter. 

Hippocrene hi·po(u)krin name of a foun
tain on Helicon, sacred to the Muses, (hence) 
poetic inspiration. XVII. - L. Hippocrene 
-Gr. Hippokr~ne, f. hippos horse (cf. EQl.'INE) 
+krine fountain; so named because fabled 
to have been produced by a stroke of 
Pegasus' hoof. 

hippodrome hi·padroum circus (prop.) for 
horse and chariot races. XVI. - (O)F. hippo
drome or L. hippodromus- Gr. hipp6dromos, 
f. hippos horse+ dr6mos race. 

hippopotamus hipap<>·tamas large quadr..i
ped of African rivers. XVI. - L. hippopotamus 
-late Gr. hippop6tamos (Galen), for earlier 
hippos ho potdmios the horse of the river 
(potam6s river). t] Earlier forms (from 
XIV) were ypotam(e), hippotame, ypotamos, 
-anus- OF. ypotame, medL. ypotamus. 

hircine ha·.tsain goatish. XVII. - L. hirci
nus, f. hircus he-goat; see -INE1 • 

hire haia:t payment for the temporary use 
of a thing; wages, reward. OE. hyr = OFris. 
here, OS. hiiria, MLG., MDu. hiire (Du. 
huur) :- \VGerm. (of the LG. area) *xiirja. 
Hence hire vb. OE. hyrian = OFris. hera, 
MLG., MDu. huren (Du. huren). hi·re
LING'. OE. (rare) hyrling; formed afresh in 
XVI (Coverdale), prob. after Du. huurling. 

hirsute h5·:tsjut hairy. xvn. - L. hirsutus, 
rei. to synon. hirtus. 

his hiz possessive adj. and pron. OE. his, 
genitive of HE1 and IT, to which there are 
parallel forms from the base *i- (cf. HER) in 
OS., Goth. is, OHG. is, es (cf. HIM). 

hispid hi·spid bristly, shaggy. XVII. - L. 
hispidus; see -m1• 

hiss his produce the characteristic sound 
emitted by geese and snakes. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). imit., with an early by-form hish. 
Hence hiss sb. XVI. 

hist hist excl. enjoining silence. XVII. 
Aspirated form of tist (xvi), var. of ST (xvx) 
with the vowel of late ME. WHIST1• 

HOAR 

hlsto- hi·stou, hist:>• repr. comb. form of 
Gr. hist6s web, tissue, rei. to histdnai set up 
(cf. STAND), as in histo·LOGY science of 
organic tissues. XIX. -F. histologie. 

history hi·st;,ri tstory, tale; methodical 
narrative of events, branch of knowledge 
dealing with these xv; methodical account 
of natural phenomena XVI. First recorded 
from Caxton (Gower has one ex. of the F. 
form histoire); - L. historia- Gr. historfa 
learning or knowing by inquiry, narrative, 
history, f. histiir knowing, learned, wise man, 
judge :- *f{dtiir, f. *rid- know (see WIT). 
So historiAN hist5·rian. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. 
historien, f. L. historia, after logicien, etc. 
historiC hist<>·rik. XVII; histo·riCAL. XVI. 
f. L. historicus- Gr. historik6s. 

histrionic histri;,·nik theatrical, dramatic. 
xvu. -late L. histrionicus, f. L. histrio(n-) 
actor in stage plays, thought to be of Etruscan 
origin. See -Ic. Also histrio·nrcAL. 

hit hit pt., pp. hit light upon XI (pt. hytte, 
AS. Chronicle); strike XIII (LaJ.). Late 
OE. (ge)hittan -ON. hitta light upon, 
meet with (Sw. lzitta, Da. hitte), of unkn. 
origin; has taken over the orig. use 'strike' 
of OE. slean SLAY. Hence hit sb. XVI. 
hi tty-missy at random. XVI; perh. for *hit I, 
miss I; cf. WILLY-NILLY. 

hitch hitJ A. move jerkily xv; B. catch with 
a hoop, loop, etc. XVII. The earliest records 
are from E. Anglian areas (Promp. Parv., 
Skelton) ; varying with itch XVI-XVII ; the 
connexion of A and B is not obvious. Hence 
as sb. XVII. Also comp. hi·tch-HIKE. XX. 

hithe, hythe haio haven, landing-place. 
OE. hyp, OS. huth, MLG. -lzude (in place
names) ; of unkn. origin. t] Preserved in the 
place-names Hythe, Rotherhithe, Lambeth 
(orig. Lambhithe), Chelsea (OE. cealchyjJ), 
Bablockhithe, Hythe Bridge in Oxford. 

hither hi·o;,;t to this place. OE. hider, corr. 
to ON. heora here, hither, Goth. hidre 
hither,£. demonstr. base *xi-(see HE1, HENCE, 
HERE)+suffix appearing in L. citra on this 
side. For the change of d to o cf. father, 
mother, together. 

hive haiv receptacle for a swarm of bees. 
OE. hSf, f. Germ. *xaf-, whence also ON. 
htifr ship's hull; cf. L. cupa barrel (see cu
POLA), Gr. kUpe, Skr. kupas hole. The 
present form depends upon OE. obi. forms. 

ho hou excl. of surprise, triumph, to attract 
attention, etc. ('stop!', 'halt!'), and (re
peated) of laughter. XIII. Not recorded in 
OE.; partly -ON. h6 (whence h6a call 
sheep together) or OF. ho halt! Cf. OHO, 
HEIGH-HO, SOHO, YOHO, and L. eho used as 
a summons, to express surprise, and equiv. 
to 'eh ?'; cf. also HA, rm2• 

hoar h5a:t (arch.) grey-haired, greyish
white. OE. htir = OS., OHG. Mr old, 
venerable (G. hehr august, stately, sacred), 
ON. hdrrhoary, old:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*xairaz, f. base *xai- (repr. also, with o-



HOARD 

suffix, by OE. hador, OS. hedar, OHG. 
heitar, G. heiter bright, ON. heiiJ bright sky) 
:-IE. *'koira- (cf. OS!. sera grey). Survives 
in hoa·rFROST (XIII) and hoarhound, 
HOREHOUND. Hence hoa·rY1 xvr. 

hoard h5(~)Jd stock, store, treasure. OE. 
hord = OS. hord, horth treasure, secret 
place, OHG. hort, ON. hodd, Goth. huzd :
CGerm. •xuzdam :- *'kuzdh6-, for *'kudhto-, 
f. *'kudh- *'keudh- (see HIDE3). So hoard vb. 
OE. hordian (cf. OHG. gihurten, Goth. 
huzdjan). For the sp. cf. board. 

hoarding h5·(a).rdiiJ temporary fence made 
of boards. XIX. f. hoard, earlier hord, hourd 
(XVIII), which seems to be based ult. on AN. 
hourdis, hurdis, f. OF. hourd, hort (-OF rank. 
111huriJ = OHG. hurd HURDLE)+-is :- L. 
-itiu-s; see -ING1 • 

hoarhound see HOREHOUND. 

HOD 

toy XVI; favourite pastime XVII. Earliest 
forms hobyn, hoby, i.e. Hobin, Hobby by
forms of the Christian name Robin (cf. HOB\ 
HODGE). CJf Hence arch. F. aubin, thobin, 
thaubby, whence It. tubino. 

hobby2 ho·bi small species of falcon. xv 
(hoby). -OF. hobe, hobet, dim. of hobe 
small bird of prey, rei. to F. hobereau, OF. 
hobel, hober(e)t: cf. medL. hobetus, hobelus, 
oberus ; of unkn. origin. 

hobgoblin see HOB1• hobnail see HOB 2• 

hob-nob ho·bnob drink together XVIII; be 
on familiar terms XIX. orig. hob or nob, hob
a-nob, hob and nob, f. phr. (drink) hob or nob, 
etc., drink to one another alternately (cf. 
'hob, nob .• giu't or take't', Sh. 'Twelfth 
Night' III iv z6z); continuing earlier hab
nab, hab or nab (xvi) get or lose, hit or miss, 
repr. some part (perh. pres. subj., e.g. habbe 
he, nabbe he) of HAVE and its negative (OE. 
habban and nabban). 

hobo hou·bou (U.S.) migrant labourer; 
tramp. XIX (c.r89o). Of unkn. origin. 

hoarse h5(;;,).rs rough and deep-sounding. 
xrv. Late l\1E. hors-e, later hoors, hoarse 
(XVI-xvu)- 0~. *'luirs (:- *hairsaR), hdss; 
this superseded ME. ho(o)s, OE. lztis (Sc. 
andnorth.ha(a)s,hais) = OFris.has,MLG. 
hes, Jzesch (Du. heesch), OHG. heis(i), hock1 now only in HOLLYHOCK. OE. hoc 
(M)HG. heiser :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) mallow. 
•xais(r)az, *xairsaz, of unkn. origin. hock 2 hok joint of the hind leg XVI; knuckle 

hoax houks deceive by a fiction; earlier, end of a gammon XVIII. Short for hockshin 
poke fun at. XVIII. prob. contr. of nocrs. (hokschyne XIV), OE. holzsinu; see HOUGH. 

hobl hob rustic, clown XIV; sprite, elf xv. hock 3 hok German white wine. XVII. Short 
By-form of Rob (as in Kyng Hobbe, i.e. for thockamore- G. Hochheimer (wein) wine 
Robert Bruce, XIV), short for Robin, Robert of Hochheim on the Main, Gennany. 
male Christian names (cf. HODGE); now dial. Hockday ho·kdei second Tuesday after 
exc. as in ho·bGO:BLIN (cf. Robin Good- Easter Sunday. xu. ME. lzokedei (3 syll.), 
fellow) XVI. of unkn. origin; so Hock TUESDAY XIII, 

hob 2 hob side of a grate, perh. orig. back of Hock MoNDAY, HockTIDE xv; only hist. 
a grate formed of a mass of clay XVI (in form after XVII. 
/mbbe); peg or pin as a target XVI. Of unkn. hockey ho·ki outdoor game of ball played 
origin; cf. HUB. Hence ho·bNAIL nail with with sticks; stick so used. XIX. Earliest 
a massive head and short tang. XVI. form Jzawkey, of unkn. origin. q In 'hockie 

hobble1 ho·bl "tmove unsteadily up and stickes or staves', recorded from Galway 
down; walk with unsteady rising and falling Statutes of r 527, hockie may be for hooky 
gait. XIV. pro b. of LG. origin (cf. early Du. hooked; the 'sport' said by Cowper, 5 Nov. 
hobbelen toss, rock from side to side, halt, 1785, to be called hockey at Olney consisted 
stammer), frequent. of hobben. of boys 'dashing each other with mud, and 

hobble• ho·bl fasten together the legs of a the windows also'. OF. hoquet bent stick, 
horse, etc. XIX. var. of earlier hopple (xvr), shepherd's crook, cannot be connected. 
prob. of LG. origin (cf. early Flem. hoppe- hocus pocus hou·bs pou·k;;,s tconjurer, 
len), infl. by prec. juggler; conjuring formula; jugglery, trick-

hobbledehoy h;rbldihoi:, hobbadehoy ery. xvu (hocas pocas 1624, hokos pokos 
ho·b;;,dihoi: clumsy or awkward youth. XVI 1625). Based ult. on hax pax max Deus 
(hobledehoye, hobbard de hoy). Occurs in adimax (xvi), pseudo-L. magical formula 
many forms, the origin of which is uncer- coined by vagrant students. Cf. G. hokus 
tain. If the -l- forms were the earliest, perh. pokus, as a formula ox box, ox pox, okos bocos 
f. HOBBLE1 or thoball, hobil, hobbel clown, (XVII). Hence as vb. juggle, hoax. XVII. Also, 
idiot (XVI) ; with the r- fom1s and the second by shortening, ho·cus tsb. juggler; jugglery. 
part of the word cf. thoberd term of abuse XVII; vb. play a trick upon XVII (Head) ; 
(xv) and Hoberdidance, Hobbididance (Sh.) drug XIX. Cf. HOAX. CJf Derivation from 
name of a fiend, which are prob. f. by- Hoc est corpus meum (This is my body) in 
fonn of the Christian name Robert (cf. the Mass is an unlikely guess. 
HOB\ HOBBY1

). hod hod open receptacle for carrying bricks, 
hobby1 hL>·bi (arch., dial.) small horse XIV etc. XIV; receptacle for holding coal XIX. 

(Barbour); (h.-horse) in the morris dance, synon. with, and perh. alteration of, (dial.) 
etc., figure of a horse manipulated by a per- hot XIII (hott, Cursor M.)- (O)F. hotte pan-
former; stick with a horse's head used as a nier, creel, pro b. of Germ. origin. 
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HOD DEN 

hodden ho•dn (Sc.) coarse woollen cloth. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin; hodden grey, inver
sion for the sake of rhyme of grey hodden in 
Ramsay's 'Gentle Shepherd' (I724) V ii 
(whence in Burns, Scott, etc.), is often writ
ten with a hyphen, as if hod den qualified grey 
or hodden-grey denoted a kind of grey. 

Hodge hod3 typical name for an English 
yokel. XVI. Pet-form of the Christian name 
Roger (ME. Hogge; see Ch. 'Cook's Pro
logue' I2, 21, Gower 'Vox Clamantis' r 791); 
cf. HOB1• 

hodge-podge see HOTCHPOT. 

hodometer, odometer (h)odo·mit;JJ in
strument for measuring distance travelled 
by a wheeled vehicle. XVIII. -F. odometre, f. 
Gr. hod6s way (cf. PERIOD)+metron measure 
(see -METER). 

hoe hou implement for breaking up ground, 
etc. XIV (in AL. howa XIII). ME. howe 
- (O)F. houe- OFrank. *hauwa = OHG. 
houwa (G. haue), rei. to houwan HEW. The 
present form, replacing the normal how, 
was established by XVIII; pronounced like 
mow and thmw ace. to Ray (r674). Hence 
hoe vb. xv (in AL. howiire XIII). 

hog hog swine, esp. castrated swine, barrow
pig OE.; young sheep XIV; coarse or filthy 
person xv. Late OE. hogg, hocg, of which 
derivs. are hoggaster XII ( cf. late L. porcaster 
young pig), hogget XIV, hoggerel XVI (AL. 
hogerellus xm), applied to a boar of a par
ticular age or to a young sheep; perh. of 
Celtic origin (cf. \V. hzvch pig, sow = Corn. 
hogh). (jJ The orig. application may have 
emphasized the age or condition of the 
animal. 

hogmanay hugm;Jnei· (Sc. and north.) last 
day of the year. xvn. Carr. in meaning and 
use to OF. aguillanneuf last day of the year, 
new-year's gift (given and asked for with the 
cry 'aguillanneuf'), of which the Norman 
form hoguinane may be the immed. source of 
the Eng. word. (jJ The F. word was meaning
lessly analysed as au-guy-l'an-neuj (Cotgr.) 
'to the mistletoe the new year'. 

hogo hou•gou tpiquant flavour, relish; 
thighly seasoned dish; stench. xvu (current 
till early XIX). Early forms also hogoe, hogoo; 
anglicization of F. haut gout (XVII, hautgoust, 
haultgust, etc.) high flavour (L. altus high, 
gustus taste; see OLD, GUSTO). 

HOLB 

name; var. of thike, as in hike a Bewmont 
(xvi, Turbervile); cf. YOICKS. 

hoist hoist raise aloft (as by tackle). XVI. 
Alteration of hoise (xvi), perh. through 
taking the pt. and pp. as the stem-form (cf. 
hoist Sh. 'Hamlet' III iv 207, hoised Acts 
xxvii 40). Earlier forms were hyse, hysse 
(xv), Sc. heis (xvi), prob. - Du. hijschen or 
LG. hissen, hiesen (whence also F. hisser, It. 
issare, etc., Ice!. hisa, etc.), but the Eng. 
forms are earlier than any cited from else
where. The word appears early as an int, 
used in hauling: Eng. hissa, heisau, Sp. hiza, 
etc. (][The change in the stem-vowel of ito 
oi is paralleled by groin, joist. 

hoity-toity hoi-titoi-ti sb. riotous behaviour, 
romping; adj. frolicsome, flighty; int. ex
pressing surprise at flighty conduct. XVII. 
Rhyming jingle f. thoit indulge in riotous 
mirth, romp (xvr). Cf. HIGHTY-TIGHTY. 

hokey-pokey hou·kipou·ki A. (dial.) hocus 
pocus ; B. cheap sort of ice-cream. XIX. In 
A alteration of HOCt:S POCUS; in B of unkn. 
origin. 

hold1 hould pt., pp. held tguard; keep from 
getting away, falling, etc. ; keep in a certain 
condition. OE. haldan (healdan), pt. Jzeold, 
pp. h(e)alden = OFris. halda, helt, halden, 
OS. haldan, held, gihaldatz (Du. houdetz, 
hield, gehouden), OHG. hal tan, hialt, gihaltan 
(G. pt. hielt), ON. halda, helt, haldinn, Goth. 
haldan, haihald, haldans; CGerm. orig. re
d up!. str. vb. with the primitive sense 'watch 
(cf. BEHOLD), look after', 'pasture (cattle)', 
as in Gothic, retained in the sense of keep
ing flocks in OE. heorde and seep healdan, 
OHG. hirta haldente, ON. halda je, halda 
geitr, hence the series 'guard, defend', 'rule', 
'possess', 'retain, maintain, sustain'. The 
word had a wide development of meaning 
in OE., which was amplified, esp. in com
bination with advs., by contact with L. 
tenere, F. tenir, and their camps. The pp. 
holden, which began to be rep!. by the pt. 
form held c.rsoo, is retained in some formal 
uses ; dial. hadden, hauden, hodden are wide
spread. Hence, and partly- ON. hald hold, 
fastening, support, custody, hold sb. XII. 
See further, for the senses 'tenure', 'pro
perty', COPYHOLD, FREEHOLD, LEASEHOLD; 
also HOUSEHOLD, STRONGHOLD. ho·ldFAST 
grasp; clamp, staple. XVI; pro b. after Du. 
thoud~•ast, houvast. 

hold 2 hould cavity in a ship for the stowage 
hogshead ho·gzhed large cask for liquids of cargo. XVI. Alteration, by assim. to prec., 

XIV; 5Zt imperial gallons XV. f. hog's, g. of of hole, hall (XV), pro b. - (M)Du. hal HOLE. 
HOG+ HEAD, but the reason for the name is un- hole haul hollow place ; opening, aperture. 
known (Kluge compares G. dial. bullenkop OE. hal, inflected hole, holes, etc. = ON. 
measure for beer); rendered into L. by caput · h 1 0 OS 
porci ('Liber Albus', an. I4I7). (jJ Adopted on hal, ong. n. sg. of hal ol ow = Fris., ., 
theContinent,itappearsinalteredformsand (M)Du., OHG. hal (G. holzl), ON. holr, 

CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xulaz (cf. OHG. 
esp. with assim. of the first el. to 'ox', e.g. huli, G. hohle, OE. hylu, ON. hola hollow, 
MLG. hukeshovet, Du. okshoofd, G. oxhoft, hole, hylr deep place, pool); ult. f. var. of 
Sw. oxhuvud, Da. oxehoved. IE. *kel- cover, CONCEAL; cf. HELL, HELM2, 

hoick(s) hoik(s) call to incite hounds. XVII HOLLOW, So hole vb. make a hole (in). OE. 
(Tapsell). orig. }wick a with boy, or a hound's holian = OHG. halOn, Goth. -hul6n. 
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HOLIDAY 

holiday h<J•lidi religious festival, holy day; 
day of cessation from work, day of recrea
tion. OE. hiiligdreg, late hrilid<Eig; also as 
two words inflected (cf. HOLY DAY). 

bolla h<J•l<> int. tstop! cease!; shout to 
excite attention. XVI. -F. hola, i.e. ho (see 
HO), la there. Cf. HALLO, HOLLO. 

holland h<l'l<>nd linen fabric orig. named 
holland cloth from Holland, a province of 
the Netherlands, its place of manufacture. 
XV. - Du. Holland, earlier tHoltlant, f. holt 
wood (HOLT)+lant LAND. 

hollands h<J·l<>ndz kind of gin. xvm. For
merly Hollands genever and gin. - Du.hol
landsch (pronounced with finals), hollandsche 
genever Dutch gin; see -ISH\ GIN 2• 

hollo h<J·lou cry out loud. XVI (Boorde). 
var. of HOLLA; dial. and vulgar holler. 

hollow h<J·lou having an empty space in
side; concave. xu. ME. hol3, holu, inflected 
hol(e)we, attrib. use of OE. holh hole, cave, 
obscurely rei. to hol HOLE. The origin of 
the phr. beat hollow, earlier carry, have, get 
it hollow, used advb. 'thoroughly', is unkn. 
Hence sb. hollow place XVI (not continuous 
with the OE. sb.). and ho·llow vb. xv. 

holly h<J•li plant of the evergreen genus 
Ilex. XII (holi). Reduced form of OE. holen, 
holegn, ME. holin, -yn, later hollen, Sc. -in, 
rei. to OS., OHG. hulis (MHG. huls, G. 
hulst), OFrank. "'huls, which is the source of 
F. houx, and further toW. celyn, Ir. cuilenn, 
Gael. cuilionn. 

hollyhock h<J•lih<Jk tmarsh mallow, Alth:oea 
officina lis XIII ; Althrea roseaxvi (W. Turner). 
f. HOLY+HOCK\ with ref. to some sacred 
association; cf. the W. name hocys bendigaid 
'blessed hock' (in lr. ucas, (h)ocas, Olr. 
hociamsan). 

holm( e) houm islet, esp. in a river XI; low
lying land by a river XIII. -ON. holmr islet 
in a bay, lake, or river, meadow on the 
shore, carr. to OE. (poetic) holm billow, 
wave, sea, OS. holm hill. It is commonly 
assumed that the orig. sense was 'hill', 
which is not recorded in OE., but is found 
in early ME. (LaJ.), and that the base is 
therefore identical with that of HILL. 

holm-oak hou·m ouk evergreen oak, 
Quercus Hex. XVI. f. holm holly (XIV), holm
oak (xvi), alteration of tholin HOLLY+OAK. 

bolo- h<J·lo(u), before a vowel hoi-, comb. 
form of Gr. holo-s whole, entire, in many 
technical terms. 

holocaust h<J·lok5st whole burnt offering 
XIII ('Genesis and Exodus'); complete sacri
fice xv; complete destruction XVII (Milton). 
- (O)F.holocauste- late L. lwlocaustum- Gr. 
holakauston, f. halos whole + kaust6s, var. of 
kaut6s burnt, f. kaiein burn (cf. CAUSTic). 

holograph h<J·lograf (letter, etc.) written 
wholly by the person in whose name it 
appears. XVII. -F. holographe or late L. 
holographus - Gr. hol6graphos; see HOLO-, 
-GRAPH. 

HOME 

holster hou·lst;~.r leather case for a pistol. 
XVII (Butler, 'Hudibras'). corr. to and 
contemp. with Du. holster, but the earlier 
history of neither word is apparent; the 
base may be Germ. *xul- *xel- CONCEAL. 

holt hoult (dial.) wood, copse. OE. holt = 
OFris., OS., ON. holt, (M)Du. hout, (O)HG. 
holz :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xultam :-IE. 
"'k/dos; cf. OS!. klada timber, beam, Gr. kld
dos twig, Oir. caill, (mod.) coil! (:-*kaldet), 
Gael. coill(e), W. celli. 

holus-bolus hou:l<>sbou·l<>s all in a lump, all 
at once. XIX. The earliest evidence is dial. ; 
presumably burlesque latinization of whole 
bolus or repr. assumed Gr. *halos bOlos 'whole 
lump' (see BOLus). 

holy hou·li kept apart for religious use; 
pert. or confonned to what is divine. OE. 
hiilig, -eg = OFris. helich, OS. helag, -eg, 
OHG. heilag (Du., G. heilig), ON. heilagr, 
Goth. hailag (once only, in n. form) :
CGerm. *xailagaz, f. *xailaz WHOLE; the 
regular equiv. of L. sanctus, sacer; the pri
mary meaning may have been either 'of 
good augury' or 'inviolate'. Derivatives and 
camps. show variety of vowel according to 
the period of shortening of the OE. stem
vowel ri; cf. HALLOW, ALL HALLOWS, HALI
DOM, HOLIDAY, HOLLYHOCK, and the proper 
names Halliday, Halliwell, Holliwell, Holy
well h<J·liwel. Hence holy DAY hou·li dei: 
(eccl.) day of special observance as feast or 
fast. OE. hiilig dreg; revived in XIX; Holy 
GHOST the Third Person of the Trinity. OE. 
se hrilga grist 'the holy spirit', hrilig grist, hrili
grist (often as one word in ME.), tr. ecciL. 
sanctus spiritus (Holy SPIRIT xm); holy
STONE hou·listoun piece of sandstone for 
scouring decks XIX ; called bibles and prayer
books (large and small); cf. Du. bijbel (so 
used) and vb. psalmzingen sing psalms, for 
the operation; said to be so named because 
theworkisdonekneeling; holywATER. OE. 
hriligwreter, ME. haliwater; tr. ecclL. aqua 
benedicta 'blessed water'. 

hom houm sacred plant of the Persians. 
XIX. - Pers. hom = Skr. soma SOMA. 

homage h<>·mid3 acknowledgement of alle
giance as another's man. XIII. ME. (h)omage 
- OF. (h)omage (mod. hommage) = Pr. 
homenatge, Sp. homenage :- medL. hominri
ticum, f. homin-, homo man (rei. to HUMus); 
see -AGE. 

home houm house, abode (long home grave) 
OE.; native place XIV; one's own pl~ce or 
country XVI (Sh.). OE. hrim n. collectwn of 
dwellings, village, estate, house, carr. to 
OFris. hrim, hem, OS. hem (Du. heem), 
(O)HG. heim n., ON. heimr m., Goth. haims 
fern. village (a more general sense is seen 
in Goth. anaJheims present, af!haims ab
sent) ; the ult. relations of the Germ. ba~e 
"'xaim- are disputed. The Germ. ace. of dl
rection without prep. ( cf. L. domum) survi':"es 
in the advs. OE. hiim, (O)HG., ON. hetm, 
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HOMER 

t;![ The primitive sense 'village' survives in 
traditional place-names in Eng. -ham, G. 
-heim. Hence home vb. go home. xvm ; 
whence (of birds) ho·mERl, ho·miNG. XIX. 
ho·meLY1 tdomestic, familiar; plain, simple 
XIV; uncomely XVI (Sh.). pro b. in part an 
accommodation of ON. heimligr; cf. also 
OFris. hemelik, OHG. heim(e)lich (G. heim
lich). 

homer hou·m:u Heb. measure of capacity. 
xvr. - He b. xomer 'heap'. 

Homeric houme·rik pert. to Homer. xvm. 
- L. Homericus- Gr. Homerik6s; see -IC. 
So tHome·riCAL. xvr. 

homicide1 hv·mis;;,id killer of another humart 
being. XIV. - (O)F. homicide- L. homicida, 
f. shortened stem of homin-, homo man + 
-cida -CIDE'. So ho·micmE 2 killing of a 
human being by another. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
homicide - L. homicidium. Hence homi
ci·d~L1. XVIII (Pope). 

homily ha·mili religious discourse (to be) 
addressed to a congregation. XIV (Ch.). 
Late ME. omelie- OF. omelie (mod. homilie) 
- ecc!L. homilia- Gr. homiliii intercourse, 
converse, discourse, (eccl.) sermon, f. homi
los crowd, f. homou together + ile crowd, 
troop; see -Y3 • Finally assim. to the L. form 
in XVI. So homiletiC -e·tik. XVII. - late L. 
- Gr. homiletikos, f. homiletos, vbl. adj. of 
lwmilefn consort or hold converse with, 
f. homilos. 

hominy hv·mlni maize boiled with water or 
milk. XVII (Capt. Smith). ace. to J. H. Trum
bull, from Algonquian appuminnionash 
parched corn, f. appzcoon he bakes or roasts + 
min, pl. minneash fruit, grain, berry. 

homo hou·mo(u) man. XVI ('Homo is a 
common name to all men', Sh.). L., rei. to 
HUMUS. homo sapiens sei·pienz (see 
SAPIENT), the human species. 

homo- ha·mo(u), hvma·, before a vowel 
hom-, comb. form of Gr. homos SAME; in 
many techn. terms)( HETERO-. homogene
ous -d3i·ni;;,s of the same kind throughout. 
XVII. f. scholL. homogeneus, f. Gr. homogene-, 
-genis, f. gene(s)-, ginos KIN; earlier homo
ge·neAL'. So homogeneiTY -i·lti. XVII. 
- scholL. homologous homv·l:Jg:Js corre
sponding (spec. math. XVII, bioi., chem., etc.) 
XIX; earlier thomo·logAL1 XVI (Dee). 
homonym h;rmonim the same name to 
denote different things. XVII. - L. homo
nymum - Gr. homiJnumon, n. of hom6numos 
(see NAME); cf. medL. homonymus namesake. 
homophone ha·mOfoun applied to words 
pronounced in the same way but differing 
in meaning XVII (only in diets. before XIX). 
- Gr. homophtinos (phtini sound). 

homa:opathy houmiv·papi system of 
medical practice in which 'likes are cured by 
likes'. xrx (c.r83o). - modL. homwopathia, 
G. homoopathie, f. Gr. homoios like+-pdtheia 

HONORARIUM 

-PATHY j cf. ALLOPATHY. So homa:opatb 
hou·mioprep, homa:opathic hou:mio
pre·pik. -G. homoopath, -pathisch; cf. F. 
homeopathe, -pathie, -pathique. 

homoousian hamouau·si:Jn, homou·sian 
(theol.) consubstantial ) ( heterousian and 
homoilousian. XVI. -late L. homousiiinus, 
f. homoilsius (Jerome)- Gr. hom(o)otisios, f. 
homos SAME + ousid ESSENCE j see -IAN. 
)( homoiousian hamoiau·si<~n of like sub
stance, believing that the Father and the Son 
in the Godhead are of like substance. xvm. 
-late L. f. Gr. homoiotisios, f. h6moios like. 

homunculus h:>mA·!Jkjiil<~s diminutive man. 
XVII. L., dim. of homo man; see -CLE. 

bone houn whetstone. XIV. spec. use of 
OE. hiin stone (often one serving as a land
mark) = ON. /zein:- Germ. *xaino, prob. 
to be referred to the same base as Gr. k8nos 
CONE, Skr. r.:aiJas, and L. cos, cot- whetstone. 

honest a·nist marked by uprightness or 
probity; tcomely, decent xm (Cursor M.); 
thonourable, respectable; tchaste XIV. ME. 
onest(e) -OF. (h)oneste (mod. honnete) = 
Pr., Sp. honesto, It. onesto- L. honestus, f. 
*hones-, !zonas HONOUR. So ho·nestY3

• XIV 
(R. Rolle, R. Mannyng, Barbour, Ch.). 
-OF. (h)oneste = Sp. honestad, It. onesta 
- L. honestiis, for *lzonestitiis ( -TY); as a 
name of the plant Lunaria biennis (xvr, 
Gerarde) the ref. is to its semi-transparent 
seed-pods. 

honey hA·ni sweet fluid collected from 
flowers by bees OE. ; sweetheart XIV; sweet
ness xvr (Sh.). OE. lzunig = OFris. hutzig, 
OS. honeg, -ig, OHG. honag, -ang (Du., G. 
honig), ON. hunang :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic, 
which has milip =Gr. melit-, mili) *xuna(y)
gam. The sp. with o (apart from its use as 
a graphic var. of u next to n) points to a 
widespread ME. form Mini (whence Sc. 
hinny, like brither, mither, from brother, 
mother). Hence ho·neycOMB. OE. hunig
camb. ho·neyMOON first month after mar
riage XVI (J. Heywood); expl. by early 
writers with ref. to affection of married 
people changing with the moon. ho·ney~ 
suckle clover XIII; woodbine, Lonicera XVI. 
ME. hunisuccle, -soukel, extension of hunisuce, 
-souke (surviving dial.), OE. hunigsuce, -s!lge 
(f. sucan, sugan sucK). honeyED\ honied 
hA·nid sweetened as with honey. XIV (Ch.). 

honk hal)k (U.S. and Canada) cry of the 
wild goose XIX (Thoreau) ; noise made by 
a motor-horn xx. imit. Cf. hone, earlier 
co/zone (xvm), ~. Amer. Indian name for 
a wild goose. 

honorarium <>n:JrE:J•ri;;~m fee for services 
rendered. XVII (Evelyn). L., gift made on 
being admitted to a post of honour, sb. use 
of n. of honortirius, whence ho·norARY. XVII 
(Selden). So honori·FIC conferring honour. 
xvn. - L. honorijicus (Cicero). 



HONOUR 

honour, U.S. honor o·n;}.I renown, reputa
tion xu; high rank or dignity XIII; high re
spect or esteem; chastity XIV; upright cha
racter XVI. ME. (h)onur, (h)onour, an(o)ur 
-AN. anur, -our, OF. (h)onor, (h)onur, 
earlier enor (mod. honneur) = Pr. enor, Sp. 
honor, It. onore :- L. honi5rem, nom. honor, 
earlier honos (cf. HONEST). So ho·nour vb. 
XIII. -OF. onorer, onurer (F. honorer) :
L. honorare, f. honor-. ho·nourABLE. xv (as 
an honorific prefix). - (O)F.- L. (Cicero). 

honved ho·nved Hungarian army in the 
revolutionary war of I848-9; (later) militia 
reserve. XIX. Magyar, f. hon home + ved 
defence, corr. to G. heimu·ehr. 

boo hii int. XVII (Sh.) var. of WHOO, 

hooch hiitJ (U.S.) alcoholic liquor, spirits. 
xx. abbrev. of Alaskan hoochinoo, name of 
tribe that made such liquor. 

hood hud soft covering for head and neck. 
OE. h6d = OFris. h6d, MDu. hoet (Du. 
hoed), OHG. huot (G. hut hat) :- WGerm. 
"'xoda, rei. to HAT. Hence hoo·dMAN 
hooded man XVI; blindfolded player in 
hoodman-blind, the older name of blindman's 
buff. hoodwiNK hu·dwiiJk cover the eyes 
to prevent vision XVI; fig. XVII. 

-hood hud OE.-had =OS. -hed,(O)HG. -heit, 
orig. a CGerm. independent sb. meaning 
'person' 'sex' 'condition rank' 'quality' 
OE. had, OS.' hed, OHG: heit, ON. heio; 
(honour, worth), Goth. haidus (kind, man
ner), rei. to ON. heio bright sky, Skr. ketzis 
brightness, khas form, shape, sign. The 
transition from independent status to that 
of suffix is illustrated by the coexistence of 
OE. j:Emnan had and f:Emnhad virginity. 
This suffix may be added freely to most sbs. 
denoting a person or a concrete thing to ex
press its condition or state, as OE. cildhad 
childhood, preosthad priesthood; it lends 
itself readily to nonce-formations, e.g. dog
hood, !-hood, soulhood. It has been added 
to a few adjs., e.g. falsehood, hardihood (Mil
ton), likelihood, tlustihood, which superseded 
formations with the parallel -HEAD. Where 
comps. in -head and -hood survive side by 
side, as in godhead and godhood, maidenhead 
and maidenhood, there is differentiation of 
meaning. Livelihood is the result of per
version. A few comps. have developed 
particularized or semi-concrete meanings, 
as brotherhood, knighthood, neighbourhood, 
sisterhood. 

hoodlum hu·dl;~m (U.S. sl.) street rowdy 
or loafer. XIX (c.r87o in San Francisco). Of 
unkn. origin. 

hoodoo hii•dii (U.S.). XIX (c.r88o). unexpl. 
alteration of voonoo. 

hoof hiif pl. hoofs, hooves (hiivz) horny 
growth on the feet of horses, etc. OE. 
h6j = OFris., OS. h6j (Du. hoej), OHG. 
huoj (G. huj), ON. h6jr :- CGerm. "'xofaz 
(exc. Gothic), rei. to synon. Skr. saphds, 
Av. saja. 

HOP LITE 

hook huk bent length of metal, etc., for 
catching hold or hanging. OE. Me = 
OFris., MLG., MDu. hi5k (Du. hoek) cor
ner, angle, point of land (cf. ON. hmkja 
crutch), rei. to OE. haca bolt, OS. /zaco 
(MDu. hake, Du. haak), OHG. hako (G. 
haken) hook, ON. haki (whence, or from 
MDu., dial. hake xv); Russ. k6got' claw, iron 
hook; cf. HANK. Hence hook vb. tbend, 
curve XIII; attach (as) with a hook XVI. 

hookah hu·k;} Eastern tobacco-pipe. XVIII. 
-Urdu- Arab. buqqah casket, vase, cup, 
bottle containing water through which the 
tobacco-smoke is drawn, in Vrdu extended 
to the whole apparatus. 

hooker hu·k;~.I two-masted Dutch vessel 
xvn; one-masted fishing-smack XIX. - Du. 
hoeker, f. hoek HOOK (in earlier hoekboot); 
see -ER1• 

hooligan hii·lig;m (young) street rough. 
c. 1898. Said to be f. the name of a rowdy 
Irish family in London. 

hoop1 hiip circle of metal, etc. xn. Late 
OE. hi5p = OFris. hop, MDu. hoop (Du. 
hoep) :-Germ. (of the LG. area) *xi5paz, 
rei. to ON. hop small land-locked bay. 

hoop• hiip utter a cry of 'hoop'. XIV (PP!., 
Ch.). Late ME.lwupe, howpe- (O)F. houper, 
f. houp (imit.). Hence hooping (later whoop
ing)-cough. XVIII. Cf. WHOOP. 

hooray hurei·, var. of HURRAH, XIX. 

hop1 h<>p spring on one foot. OE. Jwppian, 
corr. to (M)HG. hopfen, ON. /zoppa, f. a 
base repr. aiso in OE. /zoppetan, G. /zopsen, 
and prob. cogn. with synon. OS!. kupeti. 
Hence ho·ppER1 creature that hops XIII ; 
part of a grinding-mill having orig. a hop
ping movement XIV (Ch.). 

hop 2 h;>p (ripened cone(s) of) the female 
hop-plant, Humulus Lupulus. xv (hoppe). 
- MLG., MDu. hoppe (Du. hop), in OS. 
feld[Jzoppo = late OHG. hopfo (G. /zopfen). 
The OE. word was hymele = MLG. /zomele, 
ONorw. humli- OS!. chUmeli. (jf MedL. 
huppa, humulus, Finn. /zurnala, and F. /zou
blon are from German. 

hopel houp expectation of something de
sired. Late OE. hopa, also tohopa, carr. to 
OLG. tohopa, OFris., MLG., MDu. hope 
(Du. hoop). Also hope vb. Late OE. hopian 
= OFris. hopia, (M)Du. /zopen. Not in 
OHG.; first in MHG. hoffe, hoff en; orig. 
words belonging to LG. areas, whence they 
spread to HG. and Scand. (Sw. /zopp, hoppa, 
Da. /wab, /zaabe); of unkn. origin. 

hope2 houp (Sc. and north. Eng.) piece of 
enclosed land OE. ; small enclosed valley 
XIV; (from MLG.) inlet, haven xv. Late 
OE. hop = MLG. hop (in place-names), 
MDu. hop bay; ult. origin disputed. 

hoplite h<>·plait heavy-armed foot-soldier. 
XVIII. -F. /zoplite- Gr. /zoplttes, f. lz6plon 
weapon, pl. h6pla arms; see -ITE, 
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HOPSCOTCH 

hopscotch ho·pskatJ children's game of hop
ping over a pattern of lines. XIX. f. HopLf
SCOTCH scored line or mark; earlier tscotch
hoppers (XVII), thop-scot (XVIII). 

horary h5·r~ri relating to the hours. XVII. 
- medL. horarius, f. hora HOUR; see -ARY. 

horde h5.rd tribe or band of Tartar nomads 
XVI (horda, hard) ; great troop, gang XVII. 
-Pol. horda (whence F., G., Du. horde, Sw. 
hord), corr. to Russ. ordd, It., Rum. orda; 
all ult. - Turki ordi, ordii camp (see URDu). 

horehound, hoarhound h5;:>·.rhaut;td the 
plant Marrubium vulgare, characte!1zed_ by 
a white downv pubescence. OE. hare hune, 
f. har HOAR +- hiine 'marrubium', of unkn. 
origin. For the parasitic d cf. ASTOUND, 
B01JND 2, SOUND 2• 

horizon h;:>rai·z;:>n line at which earth and 
sky appear to meet XIV (Ch., Trevisa, 
Gower); fig. XVII. Late ME. orizo~t(e), 
orizon- OF. orizonte, orzzon (mod. horzzon) 
= Sp. horizonte, It. orizonte -late L. hori
zont- nom. -on- Gr. horizon, sb. use (sc. 
kziklo~ circle) of prp. of horizein bound, limit, 
define ( cf. AORIST )f. h6ros boundary, limit. In 
later OF. and Eng. conformed to the L. nom.; 
in early use stressed on the initial syll._ So 
horizontAL1 hDrizo·nt;:>l pert. to the honzon 
XVI; parallel to the plane of the horizon XVII. 
-F. or modL. 

horn h5.rn bonv excrescence (often curved 
and pointed) on the head of cattle, etc.; in
strument made from or in imitation of this 
OE.; pointed projection XIII; substa?ce of 
it xv. OE. horn m., corr. to OFns., OS. horn 
m., OHG., ON. horn n. (Du., G. horn), 
Goth. haurn n. :- CGerm. *xornaz, *xor
nam, rei. to L. cornu (whence Celtic corn, F. 
carne; see CORN 2

), Skr. frtigam, and further 
to Gr. keras (see HART). hornBLENDE h5·.rn
blend (min.). XVIII. -G. ho·rnaooKABC 
tablet covered with horn. XVI (Sh.). 

hornet h5·.rnit insect of the wasp family. 
The present form appears xv, succeeding to 
earlier hemet, harnet, prob. all- MLG. 
hornte, MDu. hornte, hornete, corr. to OE. 
hyrnet, hvrnetu, earlier hurnitu, hirnitu, OS. 
hornut, OHG. hornu~~; (G. hornisse), which 
have the appearance of derivs. of HORN (cf. 
OS. hornobero 'horn-bearer', hornet); see -ET. 

hornito h5mi·tou low oven-shaped volcanic 
mound. XIX. Sp., dim. of horno (:- L. 
jurnus) oven, FURNACE. 

horologe ho·r;:>lod3 timepiece, clock. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.). - OF. orloge, oriloge 
(mod. horloge) = Pr. reloge, Sp. reloj, It. 
orologio :- L. horologium- Gr. hor6logion, f. 
horol6gos, f. Mrii time, HOUR+-logos telling 
(see -LCGUE). Also horologium -lou·
d3i;:>m, -Jo·d3i;:>m thorologe XVII; (Gr. Ch.) 
book containing the canonical hours XVIII. L. 

horoscope ho·r;:>skoup plan showing the 
disposition of the heavens at a particular 
moment. XVI (earlier in L. form). - (O)F. 
horoscope- L. horoscopus- Gr. horosk6pos 

HOSE 

sign in the ascendant at a birth, horoscope, 
f. hi3rii time, HOUR + skop6s observer (cf. 
SCOPE). 

horrible ho·ribl exciting horror. XIV. - 0!'. 
(h)orrible- L. horribilis, f. horrere (of hatr) 
stand on end, tremble, shudder; see -IBLE. 
So ho·rrm1 bristling, shaggy, rough XVI 
(Spenser); horrible xvn (Sh.). ho•rrOR 2 

emotion combining loathing and fear. XIV. 
-OF. (h)orrour (mod. -eur) = Pr., Sp. hor
ror, It. orrore- L. horrorem, nom. horror. 

horripilation ho:ripilei·J;:>n 'goose-flesh'. 
XVII. -late L. (Vulgate) horripiliitio(n-), f. 
horripiliire, f. horrere (see prec.) +pilus hair; 
see -ATION. 

hors d'reuvre (h)5.rd~·vr dish served as a 
relish at a meal. XVIII (Pope). F., something 
out of the ordinary course, prop. 'outside of 
work'; the els. of the phr. repr. L. jorfs out 
of doors abroad, de of, from, opera work. 
t][The ~sual Eng. pl. hors d'ceuvres is 
non-French. 

horse h5Js the quadruped Equus caballus 
OE. ; contrivance whose use suggests the 
service of a horse (cf. CHEVAL-GLASS) XIV 
(Ch.), XVI. OE. hors n. = OFris. hors, hars, 
hers, OS. hros, hers (MLG. ros, ors, MDu. 
ors, Du. ros), OHG. (h)ros (MHG. ros, ors, 
G. ross) n., ON. hross m. :- CGerm. (e~c. 
Gothic) *xorsam, *xorsaz, of unkn. ongm. 
The Germ. word was orig. neuter (like deer, 
sheep swine) and applicable to male and 
femaie · OE. nom. sg. and pl. were identical, 
but pl.' horses appears in ear~y XU! ; the. un
inflected form survives for horse sold1ers, 
cavalry'. In attrib. use often denoting 
coarseness, roughness, or large size, as hf!rse 
chestnut (XVI ; cf. bot. L. Castanea equzna, 
G. rosskastanie), laugh (xvm), leech (x':'), 
mackerel (xvii), mint (xm), play (xv1), radtsh 
(xvii). Hence horse vb. OE. horsian. 
q The CIE. word is repr. by OE. ~?h 

(Runic name), OS. ehuiskalk, ON. ;or, 
Goth.aihwa-, L. equus, Gr. hippos, OS. aspa, 
Skr. dfvas, Lith. asva, Oir. ech, \V. ep :
*ekwos. 

hortatory h5·.rt;:>t;:>ri pertaining to exhorta
tion. -late L. hortiitorius, f. hortlit-, pp. 
stem of hortiiri EXHORT; see -ORY. 

horticulture h5·.rtikAltf;:>.r cultivation of 
gardens. xvn. f. L. hortus garden (see 
YARD 2), after AGRICULTURE. 

hosanna houza:·n;:> Jewish liturgical for
mula adopted in Christian worship. In OE. 
and ME. osanna, later hosanna (Tindale) 
-late L. (h)osanna- Gr. (h)osannd -He b. 
hosha'nii, abbrev. of hoshi'iilmnii save, pray! 

hose houz A. article of clothing for the leg 
OE. ; B. flexible pipe for conveying liquid 
xv. Late OE. hosa, -e = OS., OHG., ON. 
hosa (Du. hoos stocking, water-hose, G. 
hose) :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) "xuson, -on 
(whence Rom. forms, OF. huese, OSp. 
huesa, It. uosa). Sense B is prob. from Du. 
Celtic forms are from Eng. Hence hosiER1 

hou·31;JJ maker of or dealer in hose. xv. 



HOSPICE 

hospice h;:,·spis house of rest, 'home'. XIX. 
- (O)F. hospice- L. hospitium hospitality, 
lodging, f. hospit-, hospes HOST 2• 

hospital h;:,·spital (hist.) hostel, hospice 
XIII; asylum for the destitute or infirm xv; 
institution for the care of the sick XVI. -OF. 
hospital (mod. h6pital). - medL. hospitiile, 
sb. use of n. of hospitiilis, f. hospit-; see prec. 
and -AL1. Cf. HOSTEL, HOTEL, SPITAL. So 
hospita·lrTY. XIV. - (O)F. - L. hosp·it
ABLE affording hospitality. xvr. f. medL. 
hospitiire receive as a guest, f. hospit-, HOST 2

• 

ho·spitallER 2 member of certain charitable 
religious orders XIV ; spiritual officer of a 
hospital XVI. -OF. hospitalier- medL. hos
pitiiliirius, f. hospitale; see HOSTEL. 

hospodar ho·spodii•J governor in Wallachia 
and Moldavia. xvn. - Rum. hospoddr -
Little Russ. hospoddr' = Russ. gospoddr', f. 
gosp6d' lord. 

host1 houst (arch.) army xm ; h-s of heaven, 
Lord (God) of h-s (see SABAOTH) XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); great company, large number XVII. 
- OF. (h)ost, (h)oost = Pr. ost, Sp. hueste, 
It. oste, Rum. oaste :- L. hosti-s stranger, 
enemy, in medL. army; see GUEST. q The L. 
h, lost in Rom., was restored in OF. and 
ME. sp., and the aspirate was established in 
Eng. pronunc. 

host2 houst man who lodges and entertains 
XIII; (bioi.) animal or plant having a parasite 
XIX (Ray Lankester, tr. G. wirth). - OF. 
(h)oste (mod. h!Jte) = Pr. oste, Sp. huesped, 
It. ospite, Rum. oaspete :- L. hospitem, nom. 
hospes host, prob. f. hostis (see prec.). So 
hostEss1 hou·stis. XIII. -OF. ostesse (mod. 
h6tesse). For sp. and pronunc. cf. prec. 

host" houst tvictim, sacrifice; Eucharistic 
wafer. XIV. -OF. (h)oiste :- L. hostia 
victim, sacrifice. 

hostage h;:,·stid3 tpledge given for the ful
filment of an undertaking by the handing 
over of a person ; person thus held in pledge. 
XIII. - (O)F. ostage, hostage (mod. otage) = 
Pr. ostatge, OSp. hostage, It. ostaggio :-Rom. 
*obsidaticum, f. late L. obsidatus hostage
ship, f. obsid-, obses hostage, f. ob OB-+ *sed
SIT; see -AGE. The initial h was induced by 
assim. to the words connected with HOST 2• 

hostel ho·stol tplace of sojourn, lodging 
XIII; public place of lodging XIV (Ch.)~; 
students' house of residence XVI. -OF. 
(h)ostel (mod. h6tel HOTEL) = Pr., Sp. hostal 
:- medL. hospitiile HOSPITAL. So hostelRY 
(h);:,·slri inn, hostel XIV. (Ch.). - OF. 
(h)ostelerie (mod. h!Jtellerie), f. (h)ostelier; 
see OSTLER. 

hostile h;:,·stail pert. to an enemy, engaged 
in warfare XVI (Sh.) ; unfriendly, inimical 
xvm. -F. hostile or L. hostilis, f. hostis 
enemy; see HOST\ -ILE. So hostiliTY -i·!Iti. 
XVI (Elyot). -F. or late L. 

host(e)ler see OSTLER. 

hot hot of high temperature, very warm. 
OE. hat = OFris., OS. het (Du. heet), 
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OHG. hei; (G. /zeiss), o::--;. heitr :- CGerm. 
"'xaitaz (exc. Goth., but see HEAT). The 
typical ME. form was het, hoot, with com par. 
hc:ttter hOtter ( :- OE. hllttra); the 6 of the 
comp~r. and super!. hOtter, hOttest appears 
to have been established in the positive in 
XVI (as is shown by the sp. hott(e) and the 
jingle Little potte soone what). q For hot
short see under COLD-SHORT. 

hotchkiss ho·tJkis machine-gun and ri.fle 
named after the inventor, B. B. Hotchktss. 
r88o. 

hotch-pot h<>·tfp;:,t mixture, medle?' XIV 
(Ch.), spec. in cookery xv ~ (leg.) colh1t10n of 
properties to secure equality of dtv1s10n XVI. 
-AN., (O)F. hochepot, f. hocher shake, prob. 
of LG. origin+pot POT. Altered by rhym
ing assim. to ho·tchpotch xv (hache poche), 
and further to thogpoch (xv), thogepotche 
(xvi), thodge-potch(xvi-XVII),hodge-podge 
ho•d3p0d3 XVII. 

hotel, hotel houte·l, oute·l large tprivate. or 
public residence XVII; house for entertam
ment of strangers and travellers XVIII. -F. 
hotel, later form of hostel; see HOSTEL. 

Hottentot h<>·tant;:,t member of a native 
S. African race. XVII. - Du. Afrikaans Hot
tentot, also tOttentot, tHottentoo, ace. to an 
early account, imit. word to denote staffiiller
ing or stuttering, with ref. to the abrupt 
pronunc. and 'clicks' of the language; early 
vars. were Hodmandod, Hodmodod, Hodmon
tot (xvn-xvm). q Native names for the race 
were Khoi-Khoim 'men of men', Quae Quae, 
Kwekhena, t' Kuhkeub. 

hough hok quadruped's hock XIV; leg of 
beef, etc. xv; hollow behind man's knee
joint XVI (Sc.). ME. hoJ, l:ou;, prob. f. 
shortened first el. of OE. hohsmu hamstrmg, 
tendon of Achilles (corr. to ON. hdsin), f. 
hoh heel+sinu sinew. Cf. HOCK2, 

hound haund dog (also fig.) OE.; dog kept 
for the chase XIII ; applied contemptuously 
to a person. OE. hzmd = OFris., OS. hund 
(Du. hand), OHG. hunt (G. hzmd), ON. 
hundr, Goth. hunds :- CGerm. *xundaz =-: 
*kwnt6s, f. IE. *kwn-, repr. by (O)Ir. cu 
(g. con), Gr. ktion (g. kun6s), Lith. szuo (g. 
suns) Arm. sun, Skr. yviis (g. pinas), Tach. 
ku, ~d (obscurely) rei. toL. canis. q Super
seded in gen. sense by dog. 

hour auoJ: 6o minutes ; one of the twelve 
points on a dial; canonical service of prayer; 
occasion. xm. ME. ure, our( e), later hour(e) 
- AN .. ure, OF. ore, eure (mod. heure) = Pr., 
It. ora, Sp. hora, Rum. oar a:- L. hora- Gr. 
horii season, time of day, hour (cf. YEAR); 
rep!. OE. tidTIDEandstund. q Thelatinized 
sp. with h- has not influenced the pronunc., 
as it has in herb, humble, humour. 

houri hu;~·ri nymph of the Mohammedan 
paradise. XVII!. -F. h~~ri.- Pe:s. !t~ri, _f. 
Arab. /.ziir, pl. of /.laura ; m l.zur-al- ay~n 
(females) gazelle-like in the eyes, f. /.zaWJra 
be black-eyed like the gazelle. 
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HOUSE 

house haus, pl. houses hau·ziz building for 
human habitation, occupation, or worship; 
household, family OE.; building for a speci
fic activity of a body of people XVI. OE. 
hiis = OFris., OS., OHG. has (Du. huis, G. 
haus), ON. hus, Goth. hus (only in gudhus 
temple):- CGerm. "'xzisam, ofunkn. origin. 
So house hauz put in or receive into a 
house. OE. hllsian = MLG., MDu. husen, 
OHG. huson (Du. huizen, G. hausen), 0~. 
husa; f. the sb. Hence hou·sehold tcon
tents, etc., of a house XIV (Wycl. Bible); in
mates of a house col!. XIV (Maund., Usk); 
thousekeeping XV (Caxton)- MDu. huus
houd (cf. HOLD sb.). housewife hau·swaif 
mistress of the household xm (AncrR.); 
tHUSSY XVI ; HUSSIF XVIII. ME. hiisewif, later 
hUswyje, huswife (-XVII), f. HOUsE+WIFE. 
Hence hou·sewifeRY. xv (huswyfery, Promp. 
Parv.), t-SHIP. XIII (AncrR.). 

housel hau·zl (arch.) consecrated host at 
the Eucharist; holy communion. OE. husl 
(whence ON. hzisl) = Goth. hunsl sacrifice, 
Ovala ; of unkn. origin. 

housings hau·ziiJz cloth covering, esp. for 
a horse. XIV. f. synon. ME. house XIV (in 
AL. hu(s)cia xm)- OF. houce (mod. housse) 
- medL. hultia for *huljtia- Germ. *xulfti 
(MDu. hulfte pocket for bow and arrow. 
MHG. hulft covering); see -ING1• 

houyhnhnm Mi·nm combination of letters 
intended to symbolize a horse's neigh, in
vented by Swift in 'Gulliver's Travels' 
(1726) as the name of a race of beings de
scribed as horses endowed with reason. Cf. 
YAHOO. 

hovel ho·vl, hA·vl shed xv; rude dwelling
place XVII. The earliest exx. are from 
easterly areas; perh. of LG. origin, but no 
carr. form is known. 

hover ho·v;u, hA·vo.r remain suspended in 
the air. XIV. frequent. f. synon. ME. ho·ve 
hover, tarry, linger (from xm), of unkn, 
origin; see -ER4• 

how1 hau in what way, by what means. OE. 
hu = OFris. hii, h6, OS. (h)w6, hwuo (MLG. 
woe, Du. hoe), OHG. wuo :- WGerm. "'xwo, 
adv. formation on "'xwa- WHO, WHAT. (j[ A 
different synon. formation is repr. by OHG. 
(h)wio (G. wie), Goth. hzvaizoa. Hence how
beit haubi"it (arch.) however IT may BE, 
tconj. although (XIV), formerly with corr. 
pt. tlzow were it ( cf. ALBEIT). hOWE"VER (XIV), 
howsoE·VER (xv), superseded thow so (xm), 
(dial.) hoWSOME"VER (XIII). 

how• hau (local) hill, mount, tumulus. 
-ON. haugr, f. Germ. *xaux- HIGH. 

howdah hau·do seat erected on an ele
phant's back. XVIII. -Urdu, Pers. haudah 
- Arab. haudaj litter carried by camel or 
elephant. 

howitzer hau·itso.r short piece of ordnance 
for high-angle firing. XVI. - Du. houwitser; 
superseding synon. thowitz (xvii); both -

HUCKLEBONE 

G. haubitze, thau(f)enitz, introduced into 
German during the Hussite wars - Czech 
houfnice stone-sling, catapult. (j[ The G. 
word is also the source of F. obus thowitzer 
(now obusier), shell, It.obice, Sp, obus. 

howl haul utter a prolonged, loud, doleful 
cry. XIV (Ch., Gower). corr. to MLG., 
MDu. hzllen (Du. huilen), MHG. hiulen, 
hiuzveln, rei. to OHG. hiiwila (MHG. hiuwel) 
owl; per h. immed. f. ME. hiile (xm), later 
howle OWL (cf. also L. ululiire howl, ulula 
owl, Gr. hulan bark). 

howlet see OWLET. 

hoy1 hoi cry to excite attention (naut. in 
hailing or calling aloft). XIV (PPL). Cf. AHOY. 

hoy• hoi small sailing-vesseL xv. - MDu. 
hoei, var. of hoede, heude (mod. heu), of unkn. 
origin. 

hoya hoi·o genus of climbing herbaceous 
plants. XIX. modL., f. name of Thomas 
Hoy, Eng. gardener+L. fern. suffix -A1

• 

hoyden hoi·dn trude fellow, boor XVI 
(Nashe); boisterous girlxvn. pro b. -(M)Du. 
heiden HEATHEN, gipsy. 

hub hAb nave of a wheel. XVII. pro b. iden
tical with HOB 2 , of which hub(be) is the 
earliest form, the basic meaning being perh. 
'lump, mass'. (j[ Its trans£. use (e.g. hub of the 
universe) is mainly due to 0. W. Holmes 
('Boston State-House is the hub of the solar 
system', 1858). 

bubble-bubble hA·blbA:bl kind of hookah 
in which the smoke bubbles through water 
in a coco-nut shell XVII; bubbling sound 
XVIII. Rhyming jingle on BUBBLE. 

hubbub hA·bAb confused noise, as of shout
ing XVI (an yrishe whobub; Irish hooboobbes; 
the hobub or the hue and erie); noisy dis
turbance XVII. Of Ir. origin; cf. Ir. abu used 
in battle-cries, and GaeL ubi ubub! int. of 
aversion or contempt, ubh, ubh int. of dis
gust or amazement. Sohubbuboo hAbabu· 
XVI (the Irish hubbabowe, Spenser). 

hubby hA·bi colloq. (now vulgar or joe.) 
for HUSBAND. XVII; see -Y6 • 

hubris hju·bris (academic sL) wanton inso
lence. XIX. Gr., with traditional Eng. pro
nunc. ; repr. also by latinized hybris hai · bris. 
xx. So hubri"STIC. 

huckaback hA·kaba:k stout linen fabric 
with a rough surface. XVII. (Also thug aback, 
thag-a-bag.) Of unkn. origin. 

huckleberry hA·klbe:ri (U.S.) low berry
bearing shrub. XVII. prob. alteration of 
hurtleberry, WHORTLEBERRY. 

hucklebone hA"klboun hip-bone, haunch
bone. XVI. f. huckle (XVI), dim. (see -LE1

) of 
huck; parallel with huck-bone, late ME. hoke
bone (xv), Sc. hukebane (Dunbar), north. 
diaL heukbeean; perh. to be referred ult. to 
*huk-, as repr. in MLG., MDu. Miken, huk
ken sit bent, crouch. 



HUCKSTER 

huckster hA·kst;,J petty tradesman. xu 
(huccstere, Orm). The earliest repr. of a 
group based on *huk-, prob. of LG. origin 
(but MDu. hoeker, hoekster hawker, retailer, 
are not recorded so early), other members 
being huckstery (thoxsterye, thuckustrye, 
also hokkerie, etc., PPI.), dial. huck vb. (xv), 
thukker sb. (XIII), hucker vb. (XVI); see -STER, 

huddle hA·dl tconceal; pile or push to
gether in disorderly fashion; crowd together 
confusedly. xvr. First recorded from G. 
Harvey and contemp. with thuddle adv. 
confusedly (Coverdale) and prp. huddling 
(Drant; hudling Horace, with ref. to L. satira 
hotch-potch); perh. of LG. origin and ult. 
f. *lziid- HIDE 3 ; see -LEa. 

Hudibrastic hjildibne·stik burlesque-
heroic like the 'Hudibras' of Samuel Butler 
(1663-78). XVIII. f. Hudibras (taken over 
from Spenser's 'Faerie Queene' n ii 17), 
after fantastic. 

HUMAN 

in ME. from MLG. hulk, holk(e), MDu. 
hulc, -ke (Du. hulk) = OHG. holcho (G. 
holk, hulk), whence OF. hulque, hurque; 
prob. a Mediterranean word (cf. Gr. holkds 
cargo ship, f. helkein draw, and the derived 
medL. hulcus, -a, -um). 

hull1 hAl (dial.) shell of pease and beans. 
Late OE. hulu, f. wk. grade of helan cover 
(cf. HELL, HELM1), whence also OE. hylma, 
OHG. hulla mantle, head-covering (G. 
hiille) :- •xulji5, and Du. huls, OHG. hulsa 
(G. hiilse husk, pod) :- *xulisi5. 

hull 2 hAl body or frame of a ship. xv (hoole, 
hole, holle, Promp. Parv.), perh. sb. use 
of hol HOLLOW, but the transf. from the 
interior to the exterior of the vessel is a 
difficulty. 

hullaballoo hA:l;>balu· tumultuous noise. 
XVIII (hollo-ballo, Smollett). First recorded 
from northerly sources; occurs with a great 
variety of form.s in the first el., viz. hollo-, 
halloo-, hallo-, holli-, hulla-, which corr. to 
those of the ints. HALLOO, HOLLA, HULLO; 
the addition of the jingle may have been sug
gested by hurlyburly. 

hue hjil tform, aspect; colour. OE. hew, 
heow form, shape, appearance, colour, beauty 
= ON. hy down on plants (Sw. hy skin, 
complexion), Goth. hiwi form, appearance 
:-Germ. *xiujam, of unkn. origin. 

hue and cry hjil;mdkrai· outcry calling for hullo(a) h"lou· var. ofHALLO, HILLO, HOLLO. 
the pursuit of a felon. xvr. -legal AN. hue XIX. 
cri, i.e. hu outcry (f. huer shout, of imit. hum hAm make a low inarticulate murmur-
origin), e and, cri CRY. ing sound. XIV (Ch.). imit.; cf. MHG. (G. 

huff hAf tblow, puff XVI; tbully; (at draughts) dial.) hummen, and G. summen, brummen, 
remove (an opponent's man) as a penalty Du. brommen. Also as int. XVI (Sh.), of 
(the removal being marked bv blowing on very various significance. 
the piece; so Sc. blaw, G. blas;n, F. souffler). human hju·m;>n pert. to man. XIV (Tre-
xvn. imit. of the sound of blowing or puff- visa). In earliest use humain(e), -ayn(e) 
ing. Hence huff sb. tpuff of wind; tgust - (O)F. humain, fern. -aine ~~ Sp. humano, 
of anger; fit of petulance. XVIII. It. umano :- L. humtinus, rei. to homo man 

hug hAg clasp tightly. XVI. prob. of Scand. (cf. HUMBLE); see -AN. The sp. humane per-
origin; cf. ON. (Norw.) hugga comfort, con- sisted in gen. use till early xvm, but the 
sole, rei. to hugr thought, feeling, interest, form human (based directly on L.) occurs in 
hugo interest, affection, hugsa think, OE. late xvn (Dryden). The variant humane 
hyge mind, heart, mood, hogian think (about), hjilmei•n, with differentiated pronunc., be-
be intent (on), hogu solicitude, OFris. hei, came restricted during XVIII for the senses 
OS. hugi, OHG. hugu, OE. hycgan think, etc. (i) characterized by disposition or behaviour 

huge hjild3 very large or bulky. XIII. ME. befitting a man (formerly spec. tgentle, 
huge, Jwge, howge, aphetic- OF. ahuge, courteous xv-xvi), and (ii) pert. to studies 
ahoge, ahoege, of unkn. origin. that tend to numanize or refine (xvn). So 

bugger-mugger hA"gOlJmA:g;>J secrecy XVI; hu·manrsM tbelief in the mere human 
disorder, confusion xvu. Preceded by simi- nature of Christ XIX (Coleridge 1812); de-
Jar rhyming jingles, hucker mucker or moker votion to human interests or the humanities 
(xvr), and hoder moder (xv); prob. based on (c. 1830); after hu·manrsT one devoted to 
(dial.) mucker, ME. mokere hoard, and ME. the humanities XVI (earlier thumanitian, 
hoder huddle, wrap up; ult. origin unkn. Holinshed, Jonson)- F. humaniste- It. uma

nista. humaniTY hjumre·niti humane dis-
Huguenot hju·g;>n;>t French Protestant. position or conduct xrv (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); 

XVI. -F. huguenot, alteration, by assim. to human quality or attributes xv (Lydg.; 
the name of a Geneva burgomaster, Besan- mankind XVI); polite leaming, spec. (and 
~on Hugues, of teiguenot, pl. taignos, thuge- from XVIII pl.) the ancient Greek and Latin 
naulx- Du. eedgenoot- Swiss G. eidgenoss classics, literre humaniores xv (Caxton; de-
confederate, f. eid OATH+genoss associate = pending on uses of F. humanite, It. umanita, 
OE. geneat companion (CGerm. *ga- Y-+ and ult. L. hiimtinittis liberal education, as 
*naut- NEAT', 'pasturing cattle together'). used by Cicero, Aulus Gellius, etc.).- (O)F. 

huh hA excl. of suppressed feeling. xvn. - L. Hence humanitA-RIAN one who affirms 
hulk hAlk A. ship, esp. large ship of burden the humanity of Christ XIX (Moore); one 

OE.; body of a dismantled ship (cf. SHEER- devoted to humane action or the welfare of 
hulk) xvn (Dryden); B. big unwieldy person the human race c. 183o. hu·manrzE. XVII 
XVI (Sh.). Late OE. hulc, prob. reinforced (Holland). -F. humaniscr. 
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HUMBLE 

humble hA·mbl having a low estimate of 
oneself XIII; of lowly condition XIV (Ch.). 
ME. (h)umble- OF. umble, (also mod.) 
humble- L. humili-s low, lowly, mean, base, 
f. humus ground, earth, rei. to homo man ; cf. 
HUMILIATE, etc. Hence hu·mble vb. XIV. 
t][The pronunc. A·mbl, repr. the original, is 
sti!I used by some old-fashioned speakers. 

humble-bee hA·mblbi large wild bee, 
bumble-bee. xv. prob.- MLG. hummelbe, 
homelbe, f. hummel= (M)Du. hommel, OHG. 
humbal (G. hummel)+be BEE. Cf. thumble 
rumble, mumble (XIV) and bumble-bee (xvi). 

humble-pie hAmblpai· tpie made of the 
umbles of an animal XVII (rare); phr. to eat 
humble-pie (by assoc. with HUMBLE) to sub
mit to humiliation XIX. f. unexplained var. 
of UMBLES-!-PIE 2 • 

humbug lu·mbAg thoax, imposture, fraud 
XVIII ; pretence, sham; impostor XIX. Of 
unkn. origin ; its vogue is commented upon 
in 'The Student', 175 r ('Of the Superlative 
Advantages arising from the use of the new
invented Science, called the Humbug'). 

humdrum hA·mdrAm monotonous, com
monplace. XVI (once humtrum; as sb. in B. 
Jonson printed in italics as an out-of-the 
way word); in XVII-XVIII tundecided, shilly
shally. Not common before XVIII; of unkn. 
origin, but app. based on HUM. 

humeral hju·mdrdl pert. to the humerus or 
the shoulder(s). XVII. - modL. humeriilis, 
f. humerus (used in anat. for 'upper arm'), 
with which cf. synon. Goth. amsans (ace. 
pl.), Skr. dmsas, Arm. us, Gr. omos; see -AL 1 • 

humetty hjume·ti (her.) said of an ordinary 
couped so that the extremities do not touch 
the sides of the shield. XVI. f. thumet, 
thazvmed fess or bar so couped- OF. *heau
met, dim. of heaume bar of a rud.der+-Y5• 

humid hju·mid moist. XVI. -F .. humide or 
L.lziimidus, var. of ilmidus, f. ilmere be moist; 
see HUMOUR and -m1• So humi·diTY. 
XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

humiliate hjumi·lieit thumble XVI; reduce 
the dignity of XVIII. f. pp. stem of late L. 
humiliiire, f. humilis HUMBLE; see -ATE3 • 

Earlier thwmile XV (Caxton) - (O)F. humi
lier -late L. So humiliA·TION. xrv (Ch.). 
humi-liTY. XIV. - (O)F. -late L. 

hummock hA·mdk protuberance of earth, 
etc. xvr. orig. and predominantly in naut. 
use; of unkn. origin. The orig. vowel of the 
first syll. is uncertain, the earliest exx. show
ing ham- beside hom-, both surviving dial. 

hummum, hummam hA'mAm, hAmii·m 
Turkish bath or bath-house. XVII (T. Her
bert). - Turk. -Arab. l:zammiim bath, rei. 
to l;zummum coal, fuel, ashes. q A bathing 
establishment called The Hummums is said 
to have been set up in r63r in Covent 
Garden, London. 

humour, U.S. humor hju·md~ fluid, spec. 
any of the four chief fluids of the body 
{blood, phlegm, choler, melancholy) XIV; 

HUNDRED 

mental disposition, orig. as determined by 
the proportion of these xv; mood, temper, 
inclination XVI ; quality of action or speech 
which excites amusement; faculty of per
ceiving this XVII. -AN. (lz)umour, OF. 
(h)umor, -ur (mod. humeur) = Pr. umor, 
Sp. humor, It. umore :- L. (h)ilmorem, nom. 
(h)ilmor, f. (h)iim-, as in HUMID. Hence hu·
mour comply with the humour of. XVI 
(Sh.). So hu·mo(u)riST tperson subject to 
'humours' ; humorous or facetious person. 
xvr. -F. humoriste. hu·morous tmoist, 
humid; pert. or subject to 'humours' XVI 
(Sh.); showing humour XVIII (Addison). 

hump hAmp protuberance on the back, etc. 
XVIII; (sl.) fit of ill humour XIX (perh. from 
'humping the back' in sulkiness). Earlier 
in humpback, -backed (late XVII), rep!. earlier 
synon. crump-backed, and perh. a blending 
of this with synon. hunch-backed; the similar 
LG. humpe, Du. lwmp lump, hunk (whence 
G. lzumpe) may be related. 

humph hAmf texcl. used as a signal (cf. 
HEM) XVII (Otway, who uses it also as vb.); 
excl. of doubt or dissatisfaction XVII (hmhi', 
Jonson). 

Humpty-Dumpty hA:mPtidA·mPti A. tale 
boiled with brandy xvn (by Bentley coupled 
with the drink hugmatee); B. short dumpy 
person (in the weU-known nursery rhyme 
usu. taken to refer to an egg, which, once 
broken, cannot be restored). XVIII (Grose). 
The connexion of the two senses is not 
clear; f. HUMP and DUMP, but the ending -ty 
is unexpl. 

humus hju·mds (agric.) vegetable mould. 
XVIII. L., 'mould, ground, soil'. 

Hun hAn member of an Asiatic race of war
like nomads. OE. (pl.) Hilne, Hiinas, corr .. 
to MHG. Hilnen, Hiunen (G. Hunnen), ON. 
Hunar, alsoHynar-Iate L. Hunnf, Hiini, also 
Chunni, Chiini, medL. also Hun(n)ones, Gr. 
Hounnoi- Turki Hun-yii. In ME. Hunuze 
(La3.), Huneys (R. Mannyng), later Hun(n)es, 
are of F. origin (OF. pl. Huns, 'Chanson de 
Roland'), partly repr. late L. Hunniscus, 
whence Hu·nnrsH1 (xrx), tHunnian, tHun
nican (xvn); cf. MHG. hiunisch, G. hunnisch, 
ON. Hunskr. 

hunch hAiltJ (dial.) thrust, shove XVI; com
press into a hump XVII. So hunch sb. tpush, 
thrust XVII; (dial.) lump, hunk XVIII. To be 
grouped with hu·nchbacked humpbacked 
XVI (whence hu·nchback XVIII), which are 
synon. with tbunch-backed, thulch-backed 
(xvr); of unkn. origin. t][ OE. huncettan 
to limp, though formally parallel, does not 
agree in sense. 

hundred hA·ndrdd A. ten times ten, roo, c. 
B. division of a shire, reckoned as roo hides 
of land OE. tC. in N. America, political 
division of a county XVII. Late OE. hundred 
= OFris. hundred, OS. hunderod (Du. hon
derd), MHG., G. hundert, ON. hundrafJ 
(whence hundrafJ, -eo in late Nhb., surviv
ing dial. in hunderth): CGerm. (exc. 
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HUNG 

Gothic), f. *xundam hundred, whence OE., 
OFris., OS. hund, OHG. hunt, Goth. (pl. 
only) hunda = L. centum, Gr. helkat6n, 
Lith. szimtds, Oir. cet, OW. cant, Skr. 
ratdm, Av. satam, Toch. kiint(e) :- IE. 
*ktrztom, poss. for *d(e)kttttdm, f. *dektrz TE.'<; 
the ending is Germ. *rap = number (Goth. 
rapjo RATIO). q The pronunc. hA·nd:ud 
continued in educated use till late XIX. 
·walker says: 'This word has a solemn and 
a colloquial pronunciation. In poetry and 
oratory the first mode [hA·ndr;~d] is best; on 
other occasions the last [hA·nd;~.td].' 
ME. hundre, surviving in Sc. hunder, is 

prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. hundra). Be
side hund (which was superseded by hun
dred c.rzoo), OE. had hundteontig = OHG. 
zehanzug, ON. tiutiger. q ON. hundrao 
was orig. I20, which use of hundred survives 
in dial. Eng., equiv. to great or long hundred 
(XVI); cf. hundredweight I I 2 lb. (XVI). 

hung hAl) pt. and pp. of HANG. 

Hungarian hAI)gE;~•ri;~n pert. to (native of) 
Hungary, country of central Europe. XVI. 
f. Hungary, medL. Hungaria (F. Hongrie), 
f. (H)ungari, Ungri, Ugri (cf. UGRIAN), 
medGr. Ouggroi, G. Ungarn, foreign name 
of the people called by themselves MAGYAR. 

hunger hA"I)g;~.I craving appetite; tfamine. 
OE. hungor, -ur = OS., OHG. hungar (Du. 
hanger, G. hunger), ON. hungr :-Germ. 
*xuygruz (Gothic has hiihrus :- *xuyxruz); 
further relations are doubtful, but Gr. kdg
kanos dry, kegkein be hungry, Skr. kdkat 
be thirsty, have been compared. So hu·n
ger vb. OE. hyngran, -ian ( = OS. gihun
grian, Goth. huggrjan) was superseded in 
ME. by hungeren, through assim. to the sb. ; 
cf. MLG., MDu. hungeren (Du. hongeren), 
.OHG. hungaren (G. hungern). hun·grv1 . 

OE. hungrig = OFris. hungerig, OHG. hun~ 
g(a)rag (G. hungrig). 

hunk hAIJk (dial., colloq.) large piece cut off. 
XIX. pro b. of LDu. origin ( cf. WFlem. hunke 
chunk of bread or meat, of which there are 
no obvious cogns.). 

hunks hAI)ks (arch., dial.) surly old person, 
miser. xvn (Dekker). Of unkn. origin. 

hunt h.mt go in pursuit of wild animals, 
trans. and intr. OE. hzmtian, f. wk. grade of 
base of hentan seize (arch. or dial. hent), 
repr. IE. *kend-, parallel to *kent- *kt;t-, 
whence OE. hiijJ booty, OHG. herijhundu 
spoils of war, Goth.fraJhinjJan take prisoner, 
hun]Js booty, OSw. hinna obtain. Hence 
hu·ntER1

• OE. huntere, evidenced in place
names; superseded OE. hzmta, which sur
vives in the surname Hunt. hu·ntrEss1 • 

HURST 

hart, (M)Du. horde, OHG. hurt (MHG. 
hurt, pl. hiirte, hiirde, G. hiirde) hurdle, ON. 
hw·a, Goth. haurds door; based on IE. *krt
( cf. Gr. kdrtallos basket, L. criitis hurdle) ; 
see ~LE1 ; for the vocalism cf. bundle, etc. 

hurdy-gurdy h;l·.tdig;';:.tdi (orig.) rustic in
strument having strings producing a drone, 
with keys to produce the notes of the melody, 
(later) barrel-organ. XVIII. Rhyming comp. 
suggested by the sound of the instrument; 
cf. Sc. and north. hirdy-girdy uproar, dis
orderly noise (xv). 

hurl h5.tl tbe carried along with violence 
xm (Cursor M.); impel or throw with vio
lence XIV. corr. in form and sense to LG. 
hurreln toss, throw, push, dash, but no 
chronological contact has been established; 
they are pro b. independent imit. formations. 

burly-burly h5·.tlib5.tli commotion, tumult. 
XVI. Preceded by thurling and hurling, a 
jingling collocation based on thurling (XIV), 
thurl (xv) strife, commotion, an obs. sense 
of HURL and its gerund. q Connexion with 
the similar F. thurluburlu (Rabelais), hurlu
berlu, t-brelu, hasty person, and G. hurli
burli headlong, cannot be demonstrated. 

hurrah hurii·, in pop. use hurray, hooray 
hurei· excl. of exultation. XVII. Modifica
tion of HUZZA; the connexion, if any, with 
MHG. hurrti (f. imper. of hurren hasten, 
hurry+ti) and G. hurra (xvm), LG., Sw., 
Da. hurra, Du. hoera, is doubtful; F. hourra 
is from Eng., houra from Russ. urd. Addison 
has zuhurra, Goldsmith hurrea. 

hurricane hA·rik;~n violent wind-storm of 
the W. Indies. XVI. Earliest forms jura
can(e), -ana, -ano, haurachana, hurricano, 
uracan- Sp. huracan and Pg. furaciio- Carib 
hura-, furacan; from the same source are 
F. ouragan, It. uracano, Du. orkaan, G., etc. 
orkan. The present form (XVII, T. Herbert) 
has perh. been influenced by hurry in the 
sense 'disturbance'. 

hurry hA·ri move (trans. and intr.) with 
great haste XVI (Sh.); (dial.) agitate xvn. 
perh. earlier in dial. use, but a n.w. midi. pt. 
horyed (xrv) cannot be certainly identified 
with this word; otherwise, 1vhirry carry 
along swiftly, is of equal date; similar 
formations are MHG. hurren move quickly, 
Du. herrie agitation. Hence hu·rry sb. 
tcommotion, agitation XVI (Holland) ; ex
cessive haste XVII. In its earliest use synon. 
with hurty (xvr, Sh.). hu·rry-scu:rry adv., 
adj., sb., vb. XVIII (Gray, Richardson, 
Foote). Jingling extension, perh. inH. by 
scud or scuttle. 

XIV (Ch.). hp·ntSMAN. XVI. hurst h;l.tst (sandy) eminence; grove, copse. 

hup hAp call to a horse. XVIII. Cf. Du. hop! g~~ h:~~-~-~~::s~,r~~ic~ ~;·b~~~;~~~;~J 
gee-up. to the same source as W. prys copse, brush-

hurdle h;l·.tdl rectangular wattled frame- wood. q Widespread in proper names, e.g. 
work. OE. hyrdel :- *xuri'Jilaz, f. Germ. Herst, Hirst, Hurst; Ashurst, Elmhurst, Lynd-
•xurOiz, repr. by OS. hurth, MLG. hurt, hurst; Amherst. 
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HURT 

hurt h;'iJt pt., pp. hurt tknock, strike; do 
harm to. XII (hirrtenn, Orm). -OF. hurter 
(mod. heurter) = Pr. urtar (whence It. 
urtare) :- Gallo-Rom. *hiirtare, perh. of 
Germ. origin; a very early adoption, as is 
indicated by the ME. dial. differentiation 
hurte, hirte, herte, OF. u being treated like 
OE. y. So hurt sb. tknock, blow; (bodily 
or material) injury, damage. XIII (La!J.). 
- OF. hurt, f. the vb. hu·rtER shoulder of 
an axle against which the nave strikes. XIII. 
- (O)F. hurt(ou)oir, f. hurter. 

hurtle h5·Jtl (literary or arch.) dash or 
knock (one thing against another) XIII; come 
into collision XIV; dash, rush XVI. f. HURT·t· 
-LE3 • 

hurtleberry h:l·.Itlberi whortleberry, bil
berry. xv. Earlier than synon. hurt (XVI) 
and whort, whortleberry (Lyte); of unkn. 
origin. 

husband hA"zb;md tmaster of a household 
OE.; man joined to a woman in marriage; 
ttiller of the soil, husbandman XIII; house
keeper, steward xv (ship's husband XVIII); 
tone who manages affairs XVI. Late OE. 
hiisbonda- ON. h1isb6ndi master of a house, 
husband, f. h1is HOUsE+b6ndi, contr. of 
*b6andi, *buandi, sb. use of prp. of boa, b1ia 
dwell, have a household = OE., OS., OHG. 
biian, Goth. bauan (cf. BOND2, BOWER1). 

Hence vb. xv; hu·sbandMAN XIV (R. Man
nyng), hu·sbandRY XIII. 

hush hAJ repr. an excl. enjoining silence. 
The earliest recorded word of this form is 
the vb. 'make or become silent' (XVI), which 
is followed by adj., int., and sb. in XVII; pre
ceded by thust, int. and adj. XIV (Ch.), (dial.) 
husht; cf. SH, ST, WHISHT. Hence hushaby 
hA·J;}bai word used in lulling a child xvm; 
cf. BYE-BYE, LULLABY, ROCKABY. comp. 
hu·sh-Mo:NEY money paid for hushing 
something up. XVIII (Steele, Swift). 

husk h.~sk dry outer covering of fruit or 
seed. XIV (Trevisa). pro b.- LG. hiiske little 
house, core of fruit, sheath = MDu. luiskijn 
(Du. huisken), dim. of hiis HOUSE. Hence 
hu·skY1 full of husks, dry as a husk XVI; dry 
in the throat xvm ; (U.S. and Canada) tough, 
hefty XIX. 

Husky hA·ski Eskimo; (h-) Eskimo dog. 
XIX. Supposed to be from EsKIMO. 

hussar hAzii'J one of a body of light horse
men raised in Hungary in xv; hence applied 
to light cavalry regiments raised elsewhere 
in Europe XVI. - Magyar huszar tfree
booter, (later) light horseman- OSerb. husar, 
gusar, hursar- It. corsaro CORSAIR. 

hussif, huzzif hA·zif var. of huswife, HOUSE
WIFE in the sense 'case of sewing-neces
saries'. XVIli. 

Hussite hA·sait follower of John Huss, 
Bohemian religious reformer (I373-I4I s). 
XVI. - modL. Hussita (cf. Du. IIussiet); see 
-ITE. 

HYBRID 

shameless, or tlight woman or girl XVII. Re
duction of fntsu·ij, HOVSEW!FE j cf. GOODY1• 

husting(s) h.~·stil)(z) sg. (hist.) deliberative 
assembly XI ; court held :.n Guildhall, Lon
don xu (sg.; from xv pl.); tplatform in 
Guildhall on which the members sat XVII; 
platform from which nomination of candi
dates for election to parliament was made, 
(hence) the election itself XVIII. Late OE. 
hilsting- ON. husping 'house assembly', one 
held by a king, etc., with his immediate fol
lowers, opp. to the ordinary ping (see THING) 
or general assembly. 

hustle hA·sl tshake to and fro XVII (Ot
way); push about roughly XVIII (Smollett). 
- (M)Du. husselen, hutselen shake, e.g. in a 
cap, frequent. of hutsen = MHG. hutzen 
(cf. hussen run, hutschen push); f. Germ. 
imit. base *xut-. The second sense is of 
Eng. development. 

hut hAt wooden structure for housing troops 
XVII; mean dwelling of rude construc
tion XVII. - F. hutte (whence Sp. huta) -
(M)HG. hiitte, OHG. hutt(e)a (whence OS. 
huttia):- * xutljon, prob,f. Germ. *xild- HIDE3

• 

t]] A HG. word which has been adopted 
elsewhere prob. through military use. 

hutch hAtJ tchest, coffennv (R. Mannyng); 
box-like pen XVII. - (O)F. huche, (dial.) huge 
:- medL. hiitica (AL. hugia xn), of unkn. 
origin. 

huzza huzii· hurrah. xvr (my youthfulliste 
hollaes, hussaes, and sahoes, G. Harvey). 
Said by writers of XVII-XVIII to haye been 
orig. a sailor's cheer or salute; as such it 
may be identical with the old hauling-cry 
theisau, thissa (see HOIST), but G. has hussa 
as a cry of pursuit and exultation. Cf. 
HURRAH. 

hyacinth hai·;>sin)J precious stone (cf. 
JACI!'iTH); plant-name. XVI. -F. hyacinthe 
- L. hyacinthus - Gr. hudkinthos purple or 
dark-red flower (fabled to have sprung from 
the blood of Hyacinthus and to bear the 
initials AI or the int. AlA I), precious stone, 
a word of pre-Hellenic origin. So hya
ci·nthiNE2. XVII. - L. hyacinthinus- Gr. 
huakinthinos applied to hair. 

Hyades hai·;Jdiz group of stars near the 
Pleiades. XVI. - Gr. huddes fem. pl., popu
larly connected with hziein rain, their heliacal 
rising being supposed to prognosticate rain, 
but perh. f. hils SWINE, the L. name being 
sucula: little pigs. 

hyaline hai·;}lain glass-like, vitreous. XVII. 
- late L. hyalinus - Gr. hudlinos, f. hualos 
transparent stone, amber, etc., glass (cf. L. 
sualilternicum reddish amber); see -INE 2

• So 
hy·alo-, comb. form, hy·alom. XIX; F. 
hyaloide, Gr. hualoeides. 

hybrid hai·brid sb. and adj. half-breed, 
mongrel; also fig. XVII (rare before XIX). 
- L. hybrida, (h)ibrida offspring of a tame 
sow and a wild boar, one born of a Roman 
father and a foreign mother or of a freeman 
and a slave. Hence hy·bridous. XVII. hussy, buzzy hA·zi thousewife XVI; bold, 
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HYDATID 

hydatid hai·datid (path.) watery cyst. xvu 
(in L. pl. form hydatides). - modL. hydatid-, 
-is- Gr. hudatid-, -fs, f. hudat-, hudi'irWATER; 
see -m 2• 

hydra hai·dr;, fabulous many-headed snake 
of Lerna whose heads grew again as fast as 
they were cut off xvr (earlier in OF. or 
anglicized forn1s yd1·e, idre, hydre); genus of 
freshwater polyps, so named by Linnreus 
from the fact that cutting it into pieces 
multiplies its numbers XVIII. - L. hydra 
-Gr. hzidrii water-serpent (cf. OTTER). 

hydrangea haidrre·nd3i;, genus of shrubs. 
XVIII. - modL. hydrangea (Linmeus), f. Gr. 
hudr-, hudi'ir WATER+dggos vessel; so called 
with ref. to the cup-like form of the seed
capsule. 

hydrant hai·dr;,nt apparatus for drawing 
water from a main. XIX (orig. U.S.). irreg. 
f. Gr. Juidr-, hzidi'ir water+-ANT. 

hydrate hai·dreit (chem.) compound of 
water with another compound or an element. 
c. r8oo. -F. hydrate, f. Gr. hudr-, hudor 
WATER; see -ATE2

• So hy·driDE thydrate; 
compound of hydrogen with an element or 
radical xrx. 

hydraulic haidr5·lik pert. to the drawing 
of water through pipes or operation by 
water-power. xvrr. - L. hydraulicus- Gr. 
hudraulik6s, f. hudr-, hudi'ir WATER+aul6s 
pipe; see -rc. 

hydro-, before a vowel hydr- hai·dr(ou), 
haidr"·, comb. form of Gr. hudi'ir WATER in 
many terms, mainly techn., of which some 
came from L. adoptions of Gr. words either 
direct or through French, but many are of 
mod. origin (whether through modL. or by 
immed. derivation) ; they may be grouped 
thus: (in gen. terms) hydro·GRAPHER, one 
concerned with hydrO'GRAPHY description 
of the waters of the earth's surface xvr (Cun
ningham), -GRAPHICAL XVI (Dee), hy·dro
MANCY XIV (::\Iaund.), hydrOP!-IO'BIA XVI 
(Boorde), hydroponrcs -p;J·niks cultiva
tion of plants by means of water without soil 
(Gr. pdnos labour) xx; (path.) denoting ac
cumulation of fluid, as hy·drocele -sil 
tumour of serous fluid XVI, hydrocephalus 
-se·bl;>s 'water on the brain' XVII (Gr. hudro
Mphalon; kephaU head); (chem.) denoting 
combination with water, and (hence) with 
HYDROGEN (of which it functions as comb. 
form), as hydrobro·mic, -ca-rbon, -chlo·ric, 
-cya·nic, -fiuo·ric, t-sulphu-ric, hydro·XIDE 
compound of an element or radical with oxy
gen and hydrogen; (physics) concerned with 
liquids, ashy:drODYNA"MICSXVIII, -KINE'TIC, 
-MECHA'~ICS XIX, -STA'TICS XVII (Boyle). 

hydrogen hai·dr;,d3;,n (chem.) gas forming 
two-thirds in volume of water ('Mr. Lavoisier 
and others of the French School have most 
ingeniously endeavoured to shew that water 
consists of pure air, called by them oxygene, 
and of inflammable air, called hydro gene', 
E. Darwin 'Botanic Garden' 1791). -F. 

HYMN 

hydrogene (G. de Morveau, 1787), f. Gr. 
hudro-, hudi'ir WATER; see -GEN. 

hydrozoa haidrozou·;, (zoo!.) class of the 
subprovince Radiaria of the province Radiata 
in R. Owen's classification. 1843· f. hydro-, 
used as comb. form of HYDRA+pl. of Gr. 
zoion (see zoo-). 

hyena, earlier hyaena haii·n;, carnivorous 
quadruped of a family allied to the dogs. 
XVI (earlier in OF. or anglicized form hyene 
XIV, in Sh. 'AYL.' !Vi 156 hyen). - L. hyrena 
-Gr. hzlaina, prop. fern. of hus SWINE, with 
suffix as in leaina lioness, etc. 

hygiene haid3i·n, -d3ii·n system of prin
ciples or rules of health. XIX (earlier, from 
XVI, in alien forms). -F. hygiene (earlier 
hygiaine, igieinie XVI)- modL. hygieina- Gr. 
hugieind (sc. tekhne art), sb. use of fern. of 
hugiein6s healthful, f. hugiis healthy :- "'su
gwijds 'well-living', f. "'su- (Skr. su-, Av. hu-, 
Olr. su-, so-) well+"'gzvi-living, QUICK. 

hygro- hai·grou, haigr"· comb. form of Gr. 
hugr6s wet, moist, fluid, as in hygro·METER I 
hy·grosCOPE instruments for measuring I 
indicating humidity. 

hyleg hai·leg (astrol.) ruling planet of a 
nativity. XVII. - Pers. (Turk.) hailiij calcula
tion of a nativity; said by Persian lexico
graphers to be orig. Gr., meaning 'fountain 
of life'. Cf. OF. yleg, ilech. 

hylic hai·lik pert. to matter. XIX. -lateL. 
hylicus - Gr. hzUik6s material, f. hiile wood, 
timber, material, matter (whence medL. 
hyle, in Eng. use xv-xvm); see -Ic. So 
hylo- hai·lou, haila· comb. form of Gr. 
hule, in techn. terms of nat. hist. (in the 
sense 'wood, forest') and philos. (in the 
sense 'matter'). hylomorphrsM -m5· ;~fizm 
scholastic theory of matter and fonn XIX; 
see -MORPH. hylozorsM -zou·izm theory 
that matter has life XVII ; see zoo-, -ISM. 

hymen hai·men (anat.) virginal membrane. 
XVII. -late L. hymen (Donatus, Servius) 
- Gr. humdn :- "'sjumen-, f. IE. "'sjew- SEW; 
cf. F. hymen (xvr, Pan!). comb. form hy·
meno-, as in hymenoptera haiman;J•pt;;r;, 
insects having four membranous wings. 
XVIII. modL. (Linnreus), n.pl. of hymeno
pterus- Gr. humen6pteros, f. humen-, -tin+ 
pter6n wing; see FEATHER, -A2 • 

Hymen hai·men Roman god of marriage 
XVI ; tmarriage; twedding hymn xvn. So 
hymeneAL 1 -i·;,l, -E· AN xvn. f. L. hymenreus 
-Gr. humbzaios. 

hymn him song of praise to God; spec. 
metrical composition to be used at a reli
gious service XIII; (gen.) XVI. ME. irnne, 
ymne- OF. ymne- L. hymnus (whence OE. 
ymen)- Gr. humnos song in praise of a god 
or hero, in LXX rendering various Heb. 
words meaning a song of praise to God, and 
hence in N.T. and other Christian writings. 
The later form was refash. after L. ; the loss 
of final n in pronunc. is shown in XVI (hymme, 
imme). Hence hymn vb. XVII (Milton). So 
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hymnAL1 hi·mn;:~l sb. hymn-book .. xv. 
-medL.hymnale(imnale). hymnody hr·m
n;:~di singing or composing of hymns xvm ; 
body of hymns XIX. - medL. - Gr. humnoi
diii (cf. ODE). hymnO'GRAPHER, hymno·
LOGY XVII. -Gr. 

hyoid hai·oid h. bone, horseshoe-shaped 
bone in the root of the tongue. xrx. - F. 
hyolde- modL. hyoldes- Gr. huoeidis, f. ln1 
name of the letter v; see -om. 

hyoscyamus haiosai·;Jm;,s genus of solana
ceous plants, henbane. XVIII. modL.,- Gr. 
huoskuamos, f. huos, g. of hils SWINE+luimnos 
bean. l-Ienee hyoscy·amiNE5 (chem.) alka
loid obtained from this. XIX. 

hyprethral haipi·j:>r;Jl open to the sky. XVIII. 
f. L. hvp<Ethrus- Gr. hupaithros, f. hupo 
under, IIYPo--:··aithir air, ETHER; see -AL1• 

hypallage haip::e·l;,d3i (rhet.) figure of 
speech in which two elements are mter
changed. XVI. -late L. hypallage- Gr. hupal
lage, f. hupo HYPO- +allag-, stem of alldssein 
exchange, f. dllos other (see ALIEN, ALTER). 

hyper- hai·p;u, haipS·.r repr. comb. form of 
Gr. huper prep. and adv. 'over', 'above', 
'overmuch', 'above measure', or denoting a 
condition above or bevond what is denoted 
by the compounded sb., adj., or vb. (in an
cient and medieval music applied to names 
of modes; chem. now gen. rep!. by per-). 
Among the older comps. are: hype·rbaton 
-b;Jt<Jn (rhet.) inversion of logical or natural 
order. XVI. L. (Quintilian, Pliny)- Gr. 
huperbato1z, n. of huperbatos 'overstepping' 
(used by Plato and Aristotle of transposition of 
words); f. *ba- (cf. BASis). hype·rbola -b;:~l;:~ 
(geom.) conic section having two equal an? 
similar infinite branches, so called because 1t 
has an eccentricity greater than unity. XVII. 
modL. - Gr. huperbote, f. huperbdllein ex
ceed; f. bdllein throw (cf. BALLISTA). hype·r
bole -b;,li (rhet.) exaggerated statement. 
XVI (vperbole, More). L. (Quintilian)- Gr. 
(see -prec.). So hyperbolic -b<J·Iik. XVI. 
hyperbo·lrCAL. xv. -late L. hyperbolicus 
(Jerome) - Gr. hyperborEAN -b5·ri;,n 
pert. to the extreme north. XVI (Sylvester). 
- late L. hyperboreiinus, f. L. hyperboreus 
- Gr. huperb6reos; see BOREAL. hyp: er-
CATALE'CTIC (pros.). XVIII. -late L., rep!. 
L. hypercatalectus - Gr. hyperCRI'TICAL 
extremely or unduly critical. XVII (Camden). 
f. modL. hypercriticus (applied by Camden to 
the younger Scaliger). hyperdu·lia (theol.) 
superior veneration as paid to the Virgin 
Mary. xvr (Tindale). medL. hy·persthene 
-spin (min.) silicate of iron and magnesmm, 
so called because of its superior hardness. 
XIX. -F. hyperstime (Haiiy, r8o3); Gr. 
sthenos strength. hypertrophy haip:'i·.rtr;Jfi 
(physic!., path.) excessive enl';lrgem.ent. XIX. 
- medL.; Gr. -trophia, trophe nounshment; 
cf. ATROPHY, 

hypericum haipe·ribm genus of plants 
(St. John's wort). XVI. L. hypericum- Gr. 
hupereikon, f. huper HYPER-+ere£ke heath. 

HYPO-

hyphen hai-f( ;:~ )n sign used to connect two 
words or parts of a word. XVII. -late L. 
hyphen- late Gr. hupluin the sign v, sb. use 
of huphen together, f. huph-, hup6 under, 
HYPo-+hen, n. of hefs one:- •·sems, rei. to 
homos SAME. Hence hy·phen vb., hy·phe
nATE3. XIX. 

hypnotic hipm·tik A. soporific XVII; B. 
pert. to hypnotism x~x. - F. hypno_t~qu,e 
(Pare)- late L. hypnotzrus- Gr. hupnotzkos 
narcotic, f. hupno(m put to sleep, f. hupnos 
sleep; see SWEVEN, -Ic. In B, short _for 
neuro-hypnotic. Hence hypnotiSM ht·p
n;,tizm production of a state resembling 
deeo sleep in which the subject acts only on 
ext~mal suggestion. Short for NEURo-hyp
notism, coined in rS.tz by James Braid, of 
Manchester, for 'state of nervous sleep', and 
in r843 shortened to hypnotism, whence he 
made hy·pnotisT, hy·pnotiZE. 

hypo1 hi·pou sJ. short for HYPOCHONDRIA. 
XVIII. 

hypo2 hai·pou (photogr.) shortening of 
hyposulphite (of soda). c. I86o. 

hypo- hai·po(u), hi·po(u), haip,·, hip"'• be
fore a vowel hyp-, repr. Gr. hup(o)-, prefix
form of hup6 under (adv. and prep.) = L. 
sub (see SUB-), in words deriYed immed. or 
ult. from Gr. (see below) with meanings 
'under', 'beneath', 'below', 'slightly', 'slight' 
(in ancient music applied to name~ of modes), 
and in numerous mod. formatiOns, often 
)( EPI- or HYPER-. The ear~iest pro_nunc. with 
hi was superseded by hat, first m stressed 
positions, and finally in all, exc. in hypocrisy, 
-crite and derivs. hypocaust hai·pok5st 
unde;-chamber for heating a house or bath. 
XVII. - L. hypocaustum (Pliny)- Gr. hupo
kauston, n. of hupokaustos (cf. CAl.iST~c). 
hypochondria -b·ndri;~ A. (anat.) regwn 
of the abdomen under the ribs, formerly 
held to be the seat of melancholy and 'the 
vapours' XVI; B. morbidity of mind, marked 
by depression and regarded as due to 'va
pours' XVIII (Dryden). -late L.; in A pl. of 
hypochondrium- Gr. hupokhond1·io_n (khon
dros cartilage); in B taken as fern. m transf. 
sense. hy·pocori·STIC of the nature of a 
pet-name. XVIII. - Gr. hupokoristik6s, f. 
hupokorizesthai use endearing terms, f. 
koros, k61·e child, boy, girl. hypocrisy 
hip,·krlsi false appearance of goodne.s~. 
XIII (ipocrisie, AncrR.). - OF. ypoazsze 
(mod. hypo-)- ecc!L. hypocrisis- Gr: hu;~6-. 
krisis acting, feigning, f. hupokrfnesthaz 
play a part, pretend (kri'!ein d~cide, _judge; 
cf. DISCERN). So hypocr1te hr·p;,lmt. :X:II.I 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. - ecc!L. - Gr. hupokrttes 
actor pretender, dissembler. hypocri·tr
CAL. 'XVI ; Gr. hupok1·itik6s; earlier t-critish 
XVI (Tindale, Coverdale). hypostasis 
-<J·st;:~sis tsediment; (thee!.) person of 
Christ of the Godhead XVI ; substance, 
essenc~ XVII. - ecc!L. (Jerome)- Gr. hup6-
stasis (*sta- STAND). hypotenuse -<J·t;,njiis, 
formerly often t-thenuse, side of a right
angled triangle subtending the right angle. 



HYPPED 

xvr (Digges). - L. hypotenusa- Gr. hupo
teinousa, prp. fern. of hupoteinein stretch 
';ln~er £cf; TEN~), t~e f'!ll expression be}ng 
TJ T1JV op(}TJV ')IWl'tav V7TOT€LVOVaa ( SC. ypafLfLTJ or 
7TAevpa). hypothec haipa·pek legal security. 
xvr. - F. hypotheque- late L. hypo theca 
- Gr. hupotMke deposit, pledge (the- place, 
no1). So hypo·thecATE 3 mortgage. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of medL. hypothecdre. hypo
thesis -a·pisis tparticular case of a general 
proposition xvr ; proposition set as a basis 
for reasoning; supposition to account for 
known facts xvu. -late L. - Gr. hup6thesis 
foundation, f. *the- place, no1• So hypo
the·tiC xvii, -the·trcAL xvi. - L. -Gr. 
hupothetik6s. Cf. F. hypotluJtique. 

hypped, hyppish, early yariants of HIPPED, 
HIPPISH. XVIII-XIX. 

hypsi- hi·psi repr. Gr. hzipsionhigh, aloft; so 
hypso- hi·pso(u), hipsa· repr. Gr. hupso- (cf. 
L. sus in sus que de que from top to bottom). XIX. 

hypsiloid hipsai·loid, hi·ps- U-shaped, or 
V -shaped. xrx. - Gr. u psil6n 'slender u' + 
-eidh - om, w. assim. to prec. 

hyrax hai;rra!ks genus of rabbit-like quadru
peds. xrx. modL. - Gr. hurax, prob. rei. to 
L. sorex shrew-mouse. 

I ai nom. pronoun of the rst person sg. OE. 
ic = OFris., OS. (Du.) ik, OHG. ih (G. ich), 
ON. ek(a), Goth.ik(:-CGerm. *eka:-*ego), 
corr. basically, but with variation of vowel, 
consonant, and ending, to L. ego, Rom. *eo 
(whence F. je, Sp .. J'O, It. io, Pg., Rum. eu), 
Gr. ego(n), Skr. ahdm, Av. azem, OS!. (j)azu 
(Russ.ja), Lith. eo, Lett., OPruss., Arm. es. 
The reduced form i of OE. ic appears XII; 
in stressed position this became i (whence 
the mod. ai) and was finally generalized for 
all positions. The unstressed i remains in 
north. dial. use, e.g. zvad I wa·di would I, 
while in north. use also a new unstressed 
form a or ;) was developed by reduction of 
ai, ;)i, and this in turn has been lengthened 
in stressed positions to a, ;}, ME. ich, from 
the unclipped OE. ic, survived in southern 
and western dial. (with vars. che, utch, 
utchy) and combined with verbs is seen in 
chad I had, cham I am, chill I will, chud I 
would, etc. -:JJ The inflexional system of the 
pronoun is made up of four distinct bases ; 
see ME, MY (MINE), WE, US, OUR. 

-i ai in L. words, i in It. words pl. inflexion 
of L. masc. sbs. in -us and -er, and of It. sbs. 
in -o and -e, retained in Eng. in learned and 
techn. use, e.g. cirri, foci, radii; banditti, 
dilettanti; illuminati, literati. 

-i- L. stem- or connective vowel as in omni
vorus OMNIVORous, granivorus (f. grana-) 
GRANIVOROUS, herbivorOUS (herba-) HERBI
VOROUS ; grdminivorus GRAMINIVOROUS ; paci
ficus (paci-) PACIFIC; uniformis (unu-s) 
UNIFORM, 

I 

IATRO-

hyson hai·s;:,n green tea from China. XVIII. 
-Chinese hsi-ch'un (Cantonese lzei-ch'un) 
'bright spring'. Young hyson repr. yii. ch'ien 
'before the rains' (with allusion to the early 
picking of the leaf). 

hyssop hi·s;:,p bushy aromatic shrub; bunch 
of this used in ceremonial purification. OE. 
(h)ysope, reinforced in ME. by OF. ysope, 
isope, later assim. to the source, L. hyssopus, 
-urn- Gr. htissopos, -on, of Semitic origin (cf. 
Heb. ezi5b). 

hysteria histi:'l'ri;J functional disturbance 
of the nervous system, which was thought 
to be due to disturbance of the uterine func
tions. xrx. - modL. hysteria, f. L. hystericus 
-Gr. husterik6s, f. husterd womb (see 
UTERUS); see -IA1• So hysterrc histe·rik. 
XVII; modL. hystaica passio, tr. Gr. hus
te1·ika pdthe, husteriM pnix; sb. pl. xvm. 
hyste·riCAL. XVII. 

hysteron proteron hi·st;Jmn pra·t"mn 
figure of speech reversing the proper order 
of words. xvr. late L. (Servius)- Gr. hzis
teron pr6teron latter [put as] former; both 
words have Skr. cogns. 

hythe var. of HITHE. 

-ia1 i;J repr. the termination of L. and Gr. 
fern. sbs. denoting conditions, qualities, and 
entities; f. stem- or connective -r--t-A1 • 

Exx. : hydrophobia, mania, rnil£tia ; dahlia, 
lobelia; ammonia, morphia. 

-ia2 i;J repr. the termination of L. and Gr. 
pis. of sbs. in -ium or-e, and -ion, f. stem- or 
connective -r--t-A 2• Exx.: ganglia, para
phernalia, regalia; Mammalia. 

-ial i;:.l repr. L. -ialis, n. -iale (whence F. 
-iel, Sp. -ial, It. -iale), comp. prefix f. con-
nective or stem-vowel -1- and -AL1• 

iambus aire·mb;)s (pros.) the foot v -. xvr. 
L., -Gr. {ambos metrical foot, pl. iambic 
(esp. satirical) verse. Anglicized iamb 
ai·a!mb. XIX; cf. F. xambe. So ia·rnbrc. 
xvr. -F. iambique;- late L. iambicus- Gr. 
iambik6s. 

-ian i:m, earlier also -yan, repr. ult. (some
times through F. -ien), L. -iiinus, orig. f. -i
-r-+ -dmts -AN, as in CHRISTIAN, IcARIAN, 
ITALIAN, Vergiliiinus Virgilian, subsequently 
by modification of L. forms, as BARBARIAN, 
EQUESTRIAN, HISTORIAN, PATRICIAN; used in 
mod. formations on proper names ad libitum, 
as in Addisonian, Devonian, Gladstonian, 
Johnsonian, Pickzvickian, Salopian, TVords
zvorthian. See also -ARIA:<!, -!ClAN. 

-iana iei·n;) see ANA. XVIII (Shakespeariana). 

iatro- aia!·trou, comb. form of Gr. iatr6s 
physician (iasthai cure), as in iatroche-mist 
XVIII, ia:tromathema·tical (Gr. iatromathe
matik6s) xvn. 
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lB. 

ib., ibid., abbrevs. of ibidem ibai·dem in 
the same place, passage, book, etc. XVII. L., 
f. ibi there + -dem, as in IDEM, TANDEM. 

Iberian aibi;}·ri;}n pert. to an ancient people 
inhabiting parts of the Spanish peninsula, 
or their language. xnr. f. L. Iberia, f. Iberes 
- Gr. l'beres Spaniards, also a people of the 
Caucasus; see -IAK 

ibex ai·beks Alpine wild goat. XVII. - L. 
ibex, pro b. Alpine word like camox CHAMOIS. 

ibis ai·bis bird allied to stork and heron. 
XIV. - L.- Gr. ibis, of Egyptian origin (heb}. 

-ible ibl suffix repr. F. -ible, L. -ibilis, -ibilis, 
f. -i-, -i- connective or stem-vowel of vbs. in 
-ere, -ere, -ire+ -bilis -BLE. 

-ic ik formerly also -ick, -ik(e), -ique, repr. 
(often through (O)F. -ique) L. -icus, as in 
civicus, civique CIVIC, domesticus DOMESTIC, 
publicus PUBLIC, or in adoptions from Gr., 
as in comicus, k6ntik6s COMIC, poeticus, poieti
k6s POETIC. The L. suffix became more 
widely used in late L. and Rom. in the 
comp. suffix -titicus (see -ATIC, -AGE). In 
chem., since 1796, depending on the use of 
F. -ique in 'Nomenclature Chimique' (1787}, 
-ic has been spec. used to denote acids and 
other compounds having a higher degree of 
oxidation than those whose names end in 
-ous, e.g. sulphuric acid H 2S04 )( sulphurous 
acid n.so •. 

Derivative abstract sbs. end in -iCITY i·siti, 
as domesticity, publicity. 

Gr. words in -ik6s were used absol. as sbs. 
(i) in the m. sg., e.g. kritik6s CRITIC, Stoik6s 
'man of the porch', STOIC; (ii) in the fern. 
sg., in names of arts, or systems of thought, 
knowledge, or action (sci!. tekhne, theorid, 
philosophid), e.g. he mousikif MUSIC, he ethik~ 
ETHIC; (iii) in the n. pl., e.g. ta oikonomikd 
things pert. to economy, ECONOMics, ta 
politikd aft'airs of state, POLITICS. The dis
tinction between fern. sg. and n. pl. tended 
to become obliterated, so that he taktik~ and 
ta taktikd, he physiki and ta physikd were 
synonymous. Moreover, in pairs like phy
sikf, physikd, both forms gave L. physica, 
which might be repr. by physic or physics, 
according as it was apprehended as fern. sg. 
or n.pl. Early adoptions in Eng., usu. with 
-ique, -ike, after F., were in the sg. form, 
which has survi,·ed in arithmetic, logic, 
magic, music, rhetoric. Later, forms in -ics 
(t-iques) occur as names of treatises, e.g. 
etiques, i.e. Aristotle's ta ethikd, the Ethics; 
this form was then applied to the subject
matter of such treatises, as mathematics, 
physics, tactics, and finally became the ac
cepted form with names of sciences, as 
acoustics, conics, linguistics, optics, or matters 
of practice, as athletics, gymnastics, politics. 
IVTore recently the sg. form has been pre
ferred by some, after F. or G. usage, e.g. 
dialectic, ethic, metaphysic. ~ames of sciences 
in -ics are now construed as sg., names of 
practical matters as pl., e.g. 'Mathematics is 
the science of quantity', 'A woman's politics 
are the man she loves'. There are also many 

ICELANDIC 

sbs. formed from adjs. in -ic taken absol., as 
cosmetic, emetic, epic, lyric, iambic, domestic, 
rustic, classic. Words in -ic from Gr. or L. 
are regularly stressed on the penultimate 
syll. (which normally has a short vowel), as 
drama·tic, encli·tic, fana·tic, mecha·nic, pole·
mic, splene-tic; but in some older adoptions, 
mainly through French, like ari·thmetic, 
ca·tholic, he·retic, lu·natic, rhe·toric, the stress 
is on the antepenultimate. Pronunciation 
with a long penultimate is due to recent 
modelling on classical quantity, as in cretic, 
exegetic, strategic, and psychic, scenic; acetic 
is variously pronounced; nitric follows nitre. 

-ical ikl comp. suffix consisting of -IC and 
-AL\ repr. (O)F. -ical(e), late L. -icdlis, as in 
clerical, clerictilis,grammaticdlis; the number 
ofthese was increased in medL., e.g. chfrurgi
ciilis SURGICAL, dominicdlis, medicalis, musi
cdlis, physictilis. While F. adjs. in -ical are 
not numerous, Eng. formations are abun
dant, and are very freq. earlier than corr. 
words in -I c. A distinction of application is 
often made where there are parallel forms, 
e.g. comic in 'comic opera', 'the con1ic muse', 
comical in 'comical attitude', economic in 
'economic theory', economical in 'economical 
housekeeper', lzistoTic in 'historic speeches', 
historical in 'English Historical Review', 
optic in 'optic nerve', OJ~ tical in 'optical illu
sion'. In many cases the main distinction is 
that one form is more usual than the other, 
as artistic, authentic, epic, idiotic, linguistic, 
sympathetic, but farcical, oratorical, syntacti
cal, theatrical, tropical. Derivative sbs. end 
in -icalrTY ikre·liti, and advs. in -ically 
ik;~li, which serves also for adjs. in -ic, e.g. 
drastic I dmstically, specific I specifically. 

Icarian aikr::l·ri::ln pert. to Icarus, son of 
Dredalus, fabled in Gr. myth. to have flown 
so high that the wax with which his artificial 
wings were fastened on melted so that he 
fell into the sea; (hence} presumptuously 
ambitious. xvr. f. L. Icarius- Gr. Ikdrios, 
f. l'karos; see -IAN. 

ice ais frozen moisture. OE. is = OFris., 
OS., OHG. is (Du. ijs, G. eis), ON. iss :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *isam, *isaz, having 
analogues elsewhere in the Iranian langs. 
(e.g. Av. isav- icy). Ice cream (xvm) is for 
earlier iced cream (xvn). Hence icY1 ai·si; 
a new formation in XVI, not continuous with 
OE. isig. So iceberg ai·sb;';Jg tArctic 
glacier XVIII ; detached portion of this in the 
sea XVIII. pro b. - (M)Du. ijsberg (see BAR
ROW1}, whence also G. eisberg, Sv.-. isberg, 
Da. isbjerg. 

Icelandic aislre·ndik pert. to Iceland, large 
island of the Arctic Ocean between Norway 
and Greenland; esp. of its language. xvu. 
sb. the language of Iceland, one of the Ger
manic group, which retains in its essentials 
the features of the tongue anciently spoken 
over the whole Scandinavian region (cf. 
NoRSE). XIX (Southey). f. Iceland (1\lE. 
Island, Island XIII) - ON. Island, f. iss ICE+ 
land LAND; see -IC. 



ICHNEUMON 

ichneumon iknju·m;Jn N. African weasel
shaped carnivorous quadruped of Egypt, 
Herpestes ichneumon, which destroys croco
diles' eggs XVI ; insect of a family parasitic 
on the larva! of others (after Aristotle's use 
of the name for a spider-hunting wasp) XVII. 
- L. ichneumon- Gr. ikhneumon lit. tracker, 
f. iklmeziein track, f. ikhnos track, footstep. 

ichnography ikn;>·gr;Jfi ground plan. xvr. 
-F. ichnographie or L. ichnographia - Gr. 
ikhnograpltlti, f. fkhnos track, trace ; see 
-GRAPHY. 

ichor ai·k5.z blood; (Gr. myth.) ethereal 
fluid flowing in the veins of the gods; (med.) 
watery discharge. XVII. - Gr. ikMr. 

ichthy(o)- i:kpi(ou), ikpio• repr. comb. 
form of Gr. ikhtlzus fish, as in ichthyocolla 
-ko·l;J fish-glue, isinglass. XVII. L.- Gr. 
(cf. COLLOID) j ichthyo·LOGY natural history 
of fishes. XVII (Sir T. Browne); ichthyo
saurus -s5·r;Js extinct marine animal com
bining features of fishes and SAURIAN reptiles. 
XIX (Lyell). 

-ician jof;Jn as in logician, musician, physi
cian, statistician, tactician, repr. F. -icien 
(e.g. logicien, tmt!dicien, physicien, rMtori
cien), L. -icianus (whence also Pr. -icid, It. 
-iciano), f. names of sciences in -ica -Ic(s)+ 
-ianus -IAN. Its use has been extended in 
U.S., e.g. beautician expert in beauty culture 
(xx), mortician undertaker (1895). 

icicle ai·sikl pendent formation of ice. XIV 
(Sir Gawain, PPI.). Late ME. iisse (ysse) 
ikkle, ysekele, iseyokel, f. rcE+i(c)kel (dial. 
ickle), Joky/, after MSw. isikil ( = MDa. 
isegel); cf. Norw. isjokel, -jokkel; rep!. OE. 
*isgicel (whence ME. iuchele), for which 
ises gicel 'icicle of ice' is attested; OE. gicel, 
gicela (ME. ychele) :- *jakilaz, -on, cogn. 
with ON. jQkull icicle, glacier:- *jakulaz 
(cf. ON.jaki ice floe). tJ[ From ME. iseyokel 
was evolved, by coalescence, dial. iceshockle, 
from which the second el. was detached as 
shackle (XVI), shoggle (xvm). 

-icity see -Ic. 

icon, ikon ai·kon timage, picture XVI; 
(Eastern Ch.) representation in the flat of 
a sacred personage XIX. - L. icon (Pliny) 
- Gr. eikOn likeness, image, similitude, f. 
*reik- be like. comb. form icono- aiko·no, 
aibno· in the foiL : ico·noclast one who 
favours the destruction of images XVII. 
- modL. iconoclastes- Gr. eikonokldstes (klan 
break); cf. F. iconoclaste; so iconokla·stic 
XVII. icono·GRAPHY tdrawing, plan; illus
tration by means of drawings. XVII. - medL. 
iconographia- G. eikonographili. icono·
stasis screen bearing icons. -ecclL.- ecclGr. 
eikon6stasis (stasis position, station, f. *sta
STAND); also in Russ .. form, ikonostds. XIX. 

icosahedron aiko(u)s;~he·dr;Jn, -hi·- solid 
contained by 20 plane faces. XVI. - Gr. 
eikosdedron, n. of adj. used sb. (sc. schema 
figure), f. eikosi :- *erikosi (rei. to L. viginti 
twenty)+Jzedra seat, base (see SIT). 

IDENTITY 

-ics iks see -IC. 
icteric ikte·rik pert. to jaundice. XVI. - L. 

ictericus- Gr. ikterik6s, f. ikteros jaundice; 
see -Ic and cf. (O)F. icterique. 

ictus i·kt;JS metrical stress. XVIII. L. 'blow, 
stroke', f. ict-, pp. stem of icere strike. 

id id (bioi.) unit of germ-plasm. XIX. G. 
(\Veismann, 1893), the first syll. of idioplasm 
(see IDIO-, PLASM). 

id., abbrev. of idem ai·dem, i·dem the 
same name, title, author, as is mentioned 
above. xvrr. L. idem m. (for *isdem), idem 
n. (for *iddem), f. is, id that one+-dem, as 
in IBIDEM. 

-id1 suffix repr. F. -ide- L. -idus, -ida, -idum, 
used to form adjs. chiet1y from vbs. with 
e-stems, as acidus ACID, f. acere, torridus 
TORRID, f. torrere, less freq. from l-or cons.
stems, as fiuidus FLUID, f. fiuere, and from 
sbs., as morbus MORBID, f. morbus. 

-id 2 suffix of sbs., repr. F. -ide- L. -idem, 
-ida, nom. -is, Gr. -ida, nom. -is, as in 
chrysalid, pyramid; bot. denoting a member 
of a family, e.g. irid of Iridacere, orchid of 
Orchidacere. In .!Eneid, Thebaid, etc. - L . 
.!Eneid-, -is, Thebiiid-, -is, the ending is orig. 
adj., sci!. miisa, poesis poem. 

-id3 (zoo!.) in sbs. and acljs. from L. names 
of families in -idm and of classes in -ida, m. 
and n. pl. respectively of L. -Gr. -ides. 

-id• early var. of -IDE still retained in U.S. 

ide aid fish allied to the carp. XIX (Y arrell). 
- modL. idus (Linnreus)- Sw. id. So F. ide. 

-ide aid formerly also -m', -yd(e), repr. F. 
-ide, t-yde, first used in OXIDE- F. oxyde, f. 
oxygene OXYGEN, on the analogy of which it 
is regularly affixed to a shortened form of 
the name of the element which combines 
with another element or a radical to form 
the compound so designated (see also -URET, 
which it replaced ; cf. the synon. sulphuretted 
hydrogen and hydrogen sulphide). 

idea aidb A. archetype (as in Platonic 
philosophy), conception, design; tform, 
figure; mental image, notion. xvr (with 
special developments in mod. philosophy). 
- L. idea (in Platonic sense)- Gr. idea look, 
semblance, form, kind, nature, ideal form, 
model, f. *rid- see (see WIT); analogous 
in origin and primary meaning to species (f. 
L. specere see). Earlier (xv) and still dial. 
idee aidi· - (O)F. idee. The comb. form is 
ideo-, as in ideologue aidi•;Jl<>g one who 
is occupied with (esp. unpractical) ideas 
XIX. -F. ide·AL1 adj. XVII j sb. XVIII. -F. 
ideal-late L. idealis (Martianus Capella). 

idem the same ; see ID. 
identity aide·ntiti quality of being the 

same. XVI. -late L. identitas (whence also 
F. identite), f. L. idem same, prob. after 
entitas ENTITY, but possibly assoc. with 
identidem over and over again, repeatedly, 
rendering Gr. TavTf)T'fjs (Aristotle). Thus 
ident(i)- was established as the comb. form 
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IDEOLOGY 

of idem; so ide·ntrc, -ICAL (XVII) - medL. 
identicus, ide·ntiFY (xvn)- medL. identi
ficiire. 

ideology aidi;>·bd3i science of ideas XVIII; 
ideal or visionary speculation XIX ; system of 
ideas, esp. concerning social and political 
life xx. -F. ideologie (Destutt de Tracy, 
1796), f. Gr. idea IDEA+-logia -LOGY. 

Ides aidz in the ancient Roman Calendar, 
the 8th day after the Nones. xv. - (O)F. 
ides- L. idiis (pl.), said by Varro to be an 
Etruscan word. 

idio- i·dio(u), idi::~· repr. Gr. idio-, comb. 
form of idios personal, peculiar, separate. 

idiom i·di:Jm proper language of a people 
or country, dialect; specific character of a 
language XVI; expression peculiar to a lan
guage XVII. -F. idiome or late L. idioma 
-Gr. idioma property, peculiar phraseology, 
f. idioilsthai make one's own, f. idios own, 
private. So idiomA·Tic. XVIII (Addison). 

idiosyncrasy i:diosi·nkr:Jsi peculiaritv of 
constitution or temperament. xvn. ..: Gr. 
idiosugkriisia, -kriisis, f. idios IDIO- +szlgkriisis 
commixture, tempering, f. szln SYN-+kriisis 
mixture (CRASIS); cf. F. idiosyncrasie (xvm). 

idiot i·di:Jt mentally deficient person, 
natural fool XIII; tignorant person, clown 
XIV. - (O)F. idiot = It., Sp. idiota- L. 
idiota ignorant person - Gr. idiotes private 
person, plebeian, ignorant, lay(man), f. idios 
private, peculiar. g Coalescence of n of the 
indef. art. produced (dial.) nidiot, nidget 
(xvi). Hence idiocY i·di:Jsi. XVI (-sy, Skel
ton). pro b. after lunatic I lunacy; but cf. Gr. 
idil5teia; also i·diotcY. xrx. idiotrc idio·tik 
XVIII, -ICAL XVII; earlier ti-diotiSH1 XVI
XVIII. 

-IFY 

latra, -tres - Gr. eidololdtres (latreuein wor
ship). ido·latrY3 • XIII. - (O)F. - CRom. 
(medL.) idolatria, for ecclL. idololatria 
(Tertullian) - Gr. (N.T.) eidololatreiii (cf. 
LA TRIA). i·dolrzE. XVI (Sylvester); pre
ceded by (arch.) ido·latrize XVI (Daniel). 
ido·latrous. XVI. f. tidolatrer; superseded 
fidola-trical, fidolola·trical. 

idyll ai·dil short poem descriptive of a 
picturesque (rustic) scene or incident. XVII 
(earlier id.vllium, -ion XVI). - L. idyllium 
- Gr. eidzillion, dim. of efdos forn1, picture 
(cf. IDOL, IDEA). Hence idy·llic. XIX (earlier 
idy·llian XVIII). 

-ie, frequent var. (formerly also t-ee) of -Y6
, 

e.g. birdie, brownie (XVI, G. Douglas), dearie 
(xvn), doggie, Jeanie, Willie. 
-ier' i;u, with var. -yer j:JJ:, in agent-nouns 
based on native words and functioning as 
-ER1 • Among the earliest exx. (XIII) are 
tiliere, extension with -ere of OE. tilia tiller, 
cultivator, bowiare bowyer; these may 
have served as models for other formations 
of various and sometimes obscure origin, 
e.g. brazier, clothier (preceded by tclother), 
collier, drovier, glazier, grazier, haulier, 
hosier, lawyer (also t lmver), sawyer (y is 
regular after w), spurrier. 

-ier2 i:J·J: repr. F. -ier (:- L. -ariu-s -ARY), 
appears first in XVI, as in bombardier, cashier, 
cavalier, halberdier, harquebusier; later exx. 
are brigadier,jusilier, grenadier; in fina·ncier 
the stress is different. For a graphic var. see 
-EER1 • g In farrier and furrier -ier rep!. -our 
(- OF. -our). 

-ies iz pl. ending of certain ellipt. words, as 
civvies civilian clothes, movies moving pic
tures, talkies talking films, undies under
clothes. 

idle ~i·dl .temJ?tY; worthless, useless; doing 
nothmg, mactlve OE.; lazy, indolent xrn. -iety ai-lti suffix repr. F. -iete- L. -ietiis 
OE. ide! = OFris. ide!, OS. ida! empty, expressing the quality or condition of what is 
worthless (Du. ijdel vain, useless, frivolous, denoted by adjs. in -ius -rous, as in anxiety, 
trifling, conceited, iJl thin, flimsy, raving), contrariety, dubiety, (in)ebriety, (im)propriety, 
OHG. ital empty, useless (G. eitel bare, notoriety, society, variety (on which was 
mere, worthless, vain); WGerm. only (Sw., modelled trariety XVI-XVII). A few are 
Da. idel are- LG.); ult. origin unkn.; based on advs., as satiety, ubiety. 
primary meaning prob. 'empty'. Hence if conj. introducing a clause of condition or 
i·dlesse XVI (Spenser), pseudo-archaism, supposition. OE. gij, gyf, corr. (with varia-
after humblesse, etc., revived by Scott. tion due to stress conditions) to OFris. jef, 

ldo i·dou artificial language based on ej,jof, of, OS. ef, of (Du. of), OHG. ibu, oba, 
Esperanto, made public in 1907. ·The name ube, also niba, noba, nube if not (G. ob 
in the language means 'offspring'. whether, if), ON. ef if, Goth. ibai, iba 

idol a!·d(:J)l image of a deity XIII; object of whether, lest, niba(i) ifnot,jabaiif, although; 
devotiOn; phantom, fiction, false image XVI. by some regarded as case-forms of a sb. 
~E. ydel, ydol- OF. id(e)le, (also mod.) repr. by OHG. iba condition, ON. ef, if, 
tdole- .L. idolum image, form, apparition, efan, ifan, etc., doubt, whence efa, ifa vb. 
(eccl.) rdol- Gr. eidolon (same meanings), f. (but this may be based on the conj.); ult. 
efdos form, shape (cf. IDEA and see wiT). So etym. unkn. 
idolater aid<>·l:Jt:JJ: worshipper of idols. -iferous i·f;,rgs f. L. -ifer, f. stem- or con-
xvr. Earlier tidolatrer, t-trour (XIV Wyclif necting vowel i+-fer bearing, furnishing, 
to XVII D~nne), eitherf. (O)F. idoldtre+-ERl, f. base of ferre BEAR 2

; orig. in adoptions of 
-our, -OR , or f. idolatry, after astronomer 1 L. words in -fer or F. words in -jere, whence. 
astronomy; the present form (xvr) was either in unlimited use with L. stems, esp. in terms 
a phonetic reduction of idolatrer or- F. of nat. hist.; see -ous. 
idoldtre- CRom. (medL.) idolatra, for idolo- -ify ifai see -FY. 
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-IGEROUS 

-igerous i·d3aras f. L. -iger, f. stem- or con
necting vowel i+base of gerere carry (cf. 
GESTATION) j see -OUS. 

igloo i·glu Eskimo dome-shaped hut. XIX. 
igneous i·gnias fiery; resulting from the 

action of fire. XVII. f. L. igneus, f. ignis fire 
(rei. to OS!. ogn!, Lith. ugnls, Skr. agnis); see 
-Eot:s. ignite ignai·t make intensely hot, 
spec. to the point of combustion or chemical 
change XVII; trans. set on fire XVIII (Johnson, 
defining the chemical use); intr. take fire 
(Todd, r8r8, defining the chemical use). f. 
ignit-, pp. stem of L. ignire set on fire, 
f. ignis fire. So igni·TION (chem.) xvn; 
(pop.) XIX. 

ignis fatuus i·gnis f~·tjuas will-o'-the
wisp. xvr. modL., 'foolish fire', so named 
from its erratic flitting from place to place. 
t.lJ Rendered in F. by feu joliet. 

ignoble ignou·bl not noble. :\.'VI. -F. 
ignoble or L. ignobilis, f. in- IN- 2+gnobilis 
NOBLE. So ignobi-liTY. XV. - L. 

ignominy i·gnamini disgrace. xvr. -F. 
if?nominie or L. ignominia, f. in- IN- 2+ 
'*gnomen, nomen name, reputation; see -Y 3 • 

So ignomi·mous. xvr. t.lJ Shortened forms 
were tignomy, tignomious XVI. 

ignoramus ignarei·mas tendorsement 
made formerly by a grand jury on a bill re
turned as not a true bill XVI; ignorant person 
xvn (generalized from the use of Ignoramus 
as a proper name, e.g. of a lawyer in Ruggle's 
play so entitled, r6rs, which was written to 
ridicule the common lawyer; cf. R. Callis's 
'The Case and Arguments against Sir Igno
ramus, of Cambridge, in his Readings at 
Staple's Inn', 1648). L. 'we do not know', 
in legal use 'we take no notice (of it)', rst 
pers. pl. pres. incl. of ignordre IGNORE. 

ignorance i·gnarans want of knowledge. 
XIII. - (O)F. ignorance- L. ignorantia, f. 
prp. of ignordre not to know, misunderstand, 
disregard, rei. to igndrus unaware ; see -ANCE. 
So i·gnorANT. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. ignorant. 
ignore ign5a·.I tnot to know XVII; (of a 
grand jury) reject (a bill); refuse to take 
notice of XIX. - (O)F. ignorer or L. ignordre. 

iguana igwa·na large arboreal lizard. XVI 
- Sp. iguana, repr. Carib iwana (to which 
some early forms approximate). Hence, after 
mastodon, igua·nodon large fossil lizard. 

ihram ira·m Mohammedan pilgrim's dress. 
xvm. - Arab. i[zram, f. [zarama forbid (see 
HAREJ:>1). 

IHS in ME., late and medL., etc., usually 
IHS, IHC, dis, t11c, repr. Gr. IH2:, IHC, con
traction or suspension of IH2:0Y2:, IHCOYC 
}Est:s; commonly used as a symbolical or 
ornamental monogram of the sacred name, 
and popularly interpreted in various ways. 

il-1 assim. form of L. in- IN-1 before l, as in 
illuminate. 

il- 2 assim. form of negative in- IN- 2 before l, 
as in illegal. 

ILLATIVE 

-il il fonner regular var. of -ILE surviving in 
a few words, viz. civil, fossil, utensil. Cf. 
APRIL. 

-ile ail, (also, esp. formerly) il adj. suffix 
repr. F. -il, chiefly -ile, and its sources L. 
-ilis, -ilis, which was added to vb.-stems 
with the senses of capacity or suitability, 
e.g. agilis agile, fragilis fragile, and with 
wider meaning to noun-stems, e.g. juvenilis 
juvenile, humilis humble, sterilis sterile. 

ilex ai·leks holm-oak, Quercus Ilex. XVI. 
L., pcrh. a Mediterranean word. 

iliac i·lirek A. (path.) iliac passion disease 
affecting the ileum or third portion of the 
small intestine. B. (anat.) pert. to the flank. 
XVI. -late L. iliacus, in form a deriv. of ilia 
(i) flanks, (ii) entrails, but the suffix is Gr. 
and sense A goes with L. ileus- Gr. eile6s 
colic, prob. rei. to eilein roll. 

Iliad i·liied Gr. epic poem (attributed to 
Homer) concerning the ten years' siege of 
Ilium (or Troy) by the Greeks. XVI. - L. 
Iliad-, nom. 1/ias- Gr. Iliad-, 1/ids, sb. use 
of adj. (sc. pofesis poem) 'pert. to Ilium'. 
t.lJ Iliad is used like iENEID in sg. and pl. 

ilk ilk tsame OE.; surviving only in phr. of 
that ilk of the same place or name (e.g. 
Gutht·ie of that ilk for Guthrie of Guthrie. 
XVI (erron. that ilk that family or set xrx). 
OE. ilea m., ilce fern. and n., f. "'!- that, the 
same (as in Goth. is he, OHG. ir, also mod. 
er, L. is that, idem, idem same, Gr. in this 
one)+ "'lik- form (see LIKE and cf. thefomlU
tion of SUCH, WHICH). 

ilka ilb (now Sc.) each. ME. ilk a(n) XII 
(illc an, Orm), i.e. ilk:- OE. ylc EAcH+A1• 

ill il A. (dial.) morally evil XII (Orm); caus
ing harm, pain, or disaster XIII (Bestiary, 
Genesis and Exodus); of bad quality XIII 

(Cursor M.) ; of evil intent XIV (R. Mannyng). 
B. out of health, sick xv; s b. evil XII (Cursor 
M.); adv. evilly, badly XII (Onn). -ON. 
illr adj.; ilia adv., ilt n. of adj. as sb.; ult. 
origin unkn. At first peculiar to areas of 
Scand. penetration ; later much extended 
regionally in competition with evil, but still 
restricted in standard usage, the adj. being 
less common than the adv. (which is freely 
used in composition), and, exc. in predica
tive use (e.g. he is ill), mainly confined to 
traditional collocations, as ill health (ON. ill 
heilsa), ill temper, ill usage, ill Ycill (xm 
Cursor M. -ON. illvili; later modelled on 
L. malevolentia MALEVOLENCE); ill-mannered, 
ill-tempered. Sense B of the adj. appears to 
have been evolved from ON. impers. use 
with the neuter as in mer er illt I am ill, varo 
peim ilt aj it made them ill. Hence (dial.) 
i·lly. XVI; see -LY2• 

illapse il(l)ae·ps ( theol.) falling or sinking into. 
XVII (Jackson). - L. illapsus; see IL-\ LAPSE. 

illative ilei-tiv (gram.) inferential. XVI. 
- L. illiitivus, f. illatus, used as pp. of injerre 
INFER; see -IVE. So illA·TroN inference. 
XVI. - L. 



ILLEGAL 

illegal ili·gdl. xvn. - (O)F. illegal or medL. 
illegdfis; see IL- 2, LEGAL. 

illegitimate ilid3i·tim;3t not born in lawful 
wedlock XVI; unauthorized XVII. f. late L. 
illegitimus (whence earlier tillegitime), after 
LEGITIMATE i see IL- 2

• 

illicit ili·sit not allowed or authorized. XVII. 
- L.; see IL- 2, LICIT. 

illiterate ili·t;3r;3t ignorant of learning or 
education. XVI. - L.; see IL- 2, LITERATE. 

illth ilp ill-being )( u.•ealth. r86o (Ruskin). 
f. ILL+-TH1

• 

illuminate illu·mineit light up, give light 
to XVI; decorate with colour xvm (super
seding tenlumine- (O)F. enluminer, medL. 
inliimindre; cf. LIMN)- pp. stem of late L. 
illuminiire, f. in IL-1 + lUmin, lumen LIGHT1

; 

see LUMINOUS, -ATE3• So illuminA·TION 
spiritual enlightenment XIV (Trevisa); light
ing up XVI; embellishment with colour XVII. 
- (O)F. -late L. illu·mine enlighten (first 
in spiritual sense). XIV (R. Rolle). - (O)F. 
illuminer- L. illuminare. 

illuminati illiiminei·tai applied to several 
sects claiming special enlightenment: (i) the 
Sp. heretics Alumbrados XVI; (ii) G. Illumi
naten, secret society founded by Adam 
Weishaupt XVIII; (hence gen.) persons 
claiming special knowledge XIX. L., pl. of 
illuminatus, pp. of illuminiire (see prec.), or 
pl. of It. illuminato. 

illusion iJlii·3;1n tdeception XIV (R. Rolle); 
deceptive appearance, etc. XIV (Ch.); per
ception of an external object involving a 
false belief XVIII. - (O)F. illusion- L. illft
sio(n-), f. illudere mock, jest at (whence rare 
illu·de xv), f. in- IL-1+liidere play, sport. 
So illu·sORY 0• XVI. - late L. 

illustrate i·l;)streit, (formerly) ilA·streit 
throw light or lustre on; elucidate XVI; 
exemplify; elucidate with pictures XVII. f. 
pp. stem of L. illustrdre, f. in IL-1 + lustrdre 
illuminate, f. *lukstrom, rei. to lumen LIGHT1• 

Earlier tlllustre (Caxton). So illustrA·TI0::-1 
tillumination XIV; exemplification, example 
XVI; pictorial elucidation XIX. - (O)F. - L. 
(Quintilian). illustrATIVE ilA·str;)tiv serv
ing to illustrate. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
illu·strrous distinguished by rank, etc. XVI 
(Sh.). f. L. illustris. Earlier tillustre (Dun
bar)- F. or L. 

im-1 assim. form of IN-1 before p, b, m. 
im-• assim. form of IN- 2 before p, b, m. 
image i·mid3 artificial representation of an 

object, likeness, statue; (optical) counter
part XIII; mental representation XIV (Ch., 
Gower). - (O)F. image = Pr. image, Sp. 
imagen, It. immagine- L. imiiginem, nom. 
imago, rei. to imitari IMITATE. So i·magERY. 
XIV. -OF. imagerie, f. imageur maker of 
images. imagine imre·d3in. XIV (R. Rolle, 
PPI., Ch., Wyclif, Gower). - (O)F. imaginer 
- L. imiiginiire form an image of, represent, 
fashion, (mediopass.) imiiginiiri picture to 

IMITATE 

oneself, fancy. imagiOA·TION. XIV (R. 
RoUe, Maund., Trevisa, Ch., Gower). 
- (O)F. - L. (tr. Gr. c/>avraata phantasy). 
ima·giDABLE. XIV (Ch.). -late L. (Boe
thius). ima·giDARY. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- L. ima·giDATIVE. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 

imago imei·gou (entom.) final stage of an 
insect. XVIII. Mod. use (by Linmeus, I767) 
of L. imago IMAGE. 

imam, imaum ima·m priest of a mosque; 
Mohammedan leader. xvn. -Arab. imiim 
leader, f. amma precede. Cf. F., Sp. iman 
(used also in Eng.). 

imbecile i·mbisil, -il weak XVI; mentally 
weak, idiotic XIX. Earliest form imbecille 
-F. timbecille (now -ile)- L. imbecillus, -is, 
f. in- IM- 2 + *becillum, var. of baculum stick, 
staff (cf. BACILLUS), the etymol. meaning 
being 'without support' (sine baculo). A 
notion that the L. form was *imbecilis (as 
stated by N. Bailey and Johnson) induced 
the form in -ile and consequently the pro
nunc. with il; but J. has imbe·cile, as Sheiley 
has. So imbeci-liTY. XVI. - (O)F.- L. 
Cf. EMBEZZLE. (j[ 'Dr. Johnson, Dr. Ash, 
Dr. Kenrick, and En tick, accent the word on 
the second syllable, as in the Latin imbecilis; 
but Mr. Scott and Mr. Sheridan on the last, 
as in the French imb~cille. The latter is, in 
my opinion, the more fashionable, but the 
former more analogical' (Walker). 

imb- U.S. sp. of many words in EMB-. 
imbibe imbai·b tA. soak, saturate XIV (Ch.); 

B. drink in, absorb. XVI. In A- F. imbiber 
soak (not recorded before XVI), in B-its 
source L. imbibere, f. in rM1+bibere drink. 

imbricate i·rnbrikeit (nat. hist.) covered 
with scales overlapping like roof tiles. xvu. 
- pp. of L. imbriciire, f. imbrie-, imbrex roof 
tile, f. imber rain; see -ATE2 • 

imbroglio imbrou·ljou confused heap 
XVIII ; confusion and entanglement XIX. 
-It. imbroglio, f. imbrogliare confuse, corr. 
to F. embroui/ler EMBROIL; see IM-\ BROIL1• 

imbrue imhri'l' tsully XV; stain with blood 
XVI (More). Early forms enbrewe, enbrowe 
-OF. embruer, embrouer bedaub, bedabble, 
f. en IM-1 --I..OF. breu, bro (cf. mod. brouet 
broth)- Rom. *brodum (cf. It. imbrodolare 
dirty, bedabble)- Germ. *broo- BROTH. 

imbue imbju· saturate, impregnate. XVI. 
In the earliest ex.'i:. in pp. f. F. imbu, tim
bu(i)t, or its source L. imbutus, pp. of imbuere 
moisten, stain, imbue. 

imburse imb;)·.Is XVI. Survives gen. in RE

IMBURSE. 
imide i·maid (chem.) derivative of am

monia in which two atoms of hydrogen are 
replaced by a diatomic radical. XIX. Arbi
trary alteration of AMIDE. 

imitate i·miteit make or become like or a 
copy of. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. imitiiri copy, 
rei. to imiigo IMAGE and remulus rival, remu
liiri try to be like, EMULATE ; see -ATE3• So 
imitA·TION. XVI. - (O)F. or L. i·mitATIVE. 
XVI, - late L. i•mitATOR. XVI. - L. 



IMMACULATE 

immaculate imle·kjubt spotless. xv. - L. 
immaculiitus; see IM- 2, MACULATE. 

immanent i·m:mgnt indwelling, inherent. 
XVI (Lyndesay). - prp. of late L. immanere 
(Augustine), f. in IM-1 +manere remain, 
dwell ; see -ENT. So i ·mmanENCE. XIX (Cole
ridge), -ENCY. XVII (Pearson). 

immarcescible immibse·sibl unfading. XVI. 
- late L. immarcescibilis, f. in- IM- 2 +mar
cescere, marcere fade; see -IBLE. 

immaterial imgtig·rigl incorporeal XIV 
(Trevisa; not freq. before XVI) ; unimportant 
xvn (tlf 'This sense has crept into the con
versation and writings of barbarians', J.). 
-late L. (Ambrose, Jerome); see IM- 2

, 

MATERIAL. 
immediate imi·di:lt having no inter

mediary ; acting or existing without a 
medium or intervening agency; next adja
cent, instant. XVI. - (O)F. immediat or late 
L. immediatus, f. in- IM-2+mediatus MEDI
ATE. So imme·diateLY1• xv; rendering 
L. adv. immediate. Hence imme·diAcYXVII. 
(Sh.). 

immemorial imim5·ri:ll ancient beyond 
memory. XVII. - medL. immemorialis; see 
IM-•, MEMORIAL and cf. F. imrm!morw:. 

immense ime·ns extremely great xv (Cax
ton); tboundless, infinite xvr. - (O)F. im
mense - L. immensus immeasurable, f. (after 
Gr. dmetros) in- IM- 2 +mensus, pp. of metfri 
(see MEASURE). So imme·nSITY. XV. - (O)F. 

immerse im5·.Is plunge in liquid. XVII. f. 
immers-, pp. stem of L. immergere, f. in IM-1 
+mergeredip, MERGE. So imme·rsiON. XVII. 
-late L. 

immigrate i·migreit go and settle in an
other country. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. im
migriire j see IM-\ MIGRATE. So i·mmigrANT 
XVIII, immigrA•TION XVII. 

imminent i·mingnt impending threaten
ingly, close at hand. XVI. - L. imminent-, 
-ens, prp. of imminere project, be impending, 
f, in- IM -1 +*min- ( cf. EMINENT, PROMINENT). 

immolate i·moleit sacrifice. XVI. f. immo
liit-, pp. stem of L. immolare (orig.) sprinkle 
with sacrificial meal (mola salsa salted meal), 
f. in IM-1 +mola MEAL1 j see -ATE 3• So im• 
mOlA•TION, XVI, 

immortal im5·.Ital not mortal XIV; lasting, 
everlasting XVI. - L. immortalis (pl. sb. the 
gods), f. in- IM- 2+mortiilis MORTAL; sb. 
XVII; cf. (O)F. immortel. So immortA·LITY. 
XIV. - (O)F.- L. immortelle im5.rte'l 
everlasting flower. XIX. - F. (for fieur 
immortelle). 

immune imju·n tfree, exempt xv; secure 
from contagion, etc. XIX (c.188o after F. im
mune - L. immiinis exempt from a service or 
charge, f. in- IM- 2+miinis ready for service 
(cf. COMMoN). So immu·mTY exemption 
from service or liability XIV; non-suscepti
bility to contagion, etc. (after F. immunite) 
XIX. 

IMPATIENCE 

immure lmJU:l'.I twall in; sl;ut within 
walls XVI ; build into a wall XVII. - medL. 
immiiriire (perh. through F. emmurer), f. L. 
in IM-1+miirus wall, early moims, moerus 
(rel. to mcenia fortifications; see MUNITION). 

imp imp tyoung shoot, sapling OE. ; scion, 
offspring, child XIV; 'child' of the Devil, 
little demon, evil spirit xvr; mischievous 
child XVII. OE. impa or impe. So imp vb. 
tgraft, engraft OE. ; engraft feathers in a 
bird's wing so as to improve or restore its 
flight xv; enlarge, eke out XVI. OE. impian, 
corr. to OHG. impfon (G. impfen), shortened 
analogues of OHG. impiton (MHG. impfeten) 
- Rom. *impotare, f. medL. impotus graft 
(Salic Law)- Gr. emphutos implanted, en
grafted, vbl. adj. of emphuein implant, f. en 
INl, IN-1, EM-1+phuein (see BE C). (j[ (O)F. 
ente, enter graft (whence MDu., Du. ent, 
ente) have the same origin. Da. ympe, Sw. 
ymp, ympa are from LG.; W. imp sb., impio 
vb. are from Eng. 

impact i·mplekt striking of one body on 
another. XVIII. f. impact-, pp. stem of L. 
impingere IMPINGE, after CONTACT. 

impair impeg·~ make worse or weaker. XIV. 
ME. empaire, -peire- OF. empeirier (mod. 
empirer) :- Rom. *impejoriire make worse, 
f. in- IM-1+ late L. pejoriire (cf. PEJORATIVE); 
the prefix was latinized to im- xv. The 
earlier ME. forms were ampaire, ap(p )aire 
-AN. *apairer, OF. ampeirier. 

impale impei·l surround with a palisade, 
fence in XVI (Palsgr.); (her.) combine (coats 
of arms) palewise; fix upon a stake or point 
xvn. -F. empaler or medL. impiiltire, f. in 
IM-1 +ptilus PALE1. 

impanate i·mp;meit embody in bread. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of medL. impiiniire, f. L. in IM-1 
+panis bread; see -ATE3 • So impanA·TION. 

imparisyllabic imple:risilre·bik of Gr. and 
L. nouns that have not the same number of 
syllables in all their cases. XVIII. f. L. impar 
unequal, f. in- IM- 2 +par equal, PEER1 ; see 
SYLLABIC. 

impart impibt make partaker of xv ; make 
known XVI. -OF. impartir- L. impartire 
(usu. impertire), f. in IM- 1+part-, pars share, 
PART. 

impasse epa·s, i·mples cul-de-sac; insoluble 
difficulty. XIX (Greville). F. (Voltaire), f. 
im- IM- 2 +stem of passer PASS. 

impassible imple·sibl incapable of suffer
ing XIV; incapable of suffering injury xv; 
incapable of feeling XVI. - (O)F. impassible 
- ecc!L. impassibilis; see IM- 2, PASSIBLE. So 
impa·ssiVE. XVII (Milton). 

impassion impre·Jan inflame with passion. 
XVI. -It. impassionare, f. in IM-1+passione 
PASSION; chiefly in pp. (also timpassionate). 

impasto impre·stou laying on of colour 
thickly. XVIII. It., f. impastare, f. in IM-1+ 
pasta PASTE. 

impa·tience. XIII (AncrR.). - (O)F. im
patience- L. (see IM- 2, PATIENCE). So im
PA'TIENT. XIV (PPl.), - (O)F,- L. 



IMPEACH 

impeach impi·tJ timpede; accuse, charge 
XIV (Wyclif); charge with a high misde
meanour; call in question, disparage XVI. 
ME. empeche, -esche- OF. empecher, -escher 
(mod. empeclzer prevent) = Pr. empedegar 
:- late L. impedicare catch, entangle, f. in 
l)<!-1 +pedica FETTER. Superseded tappeach 
-AN. var. of empecher. So impea·chMENT. 
xrv. - OF. empe(s)chement. 

impeccable impe·bbl not liable to sin 
XVI; faultless XVII. - L. impeccabilis, f. in
IM-2+peccare sin; see -ABLE. 

impecunious implkju·ni;~s in want of 
money. XVI (:--.;ashe, Jonson). f. L. in- IM- 2 

+pecunia money (cf. PECUNIARY). 

impede impi·d hinder. XVII (Sh.; tirnpedite 
is earlier). - L. impedire, f. in IM- 1 +ped-, 
pes FOOT. Hence impedANCE impi·d;ms 
(electr.). r886 (Heaviside). So impedi
MENT -pe·d- hindrance XIV (Trevisa); tPL 
baggage (of an army) xvr. - L. impedimen
tum, the pl. of which, impedime·nta, is 
used in the second sense (XVI, Holland). 

impel impe·l force or constrain to. XV 
(Caxton). - L. impellere, f. in IM- 1 +pellere 
drive (cf. PULSE1). 

impend impe·nd hang threateningly xvr ; 
be imminent XVII ; hang over XVIII. - L. 
impendere, f. in IM- 1 +pendere (see PENDENT). 

imperative impe·r;:~tiv (gram.) expressing 
command; commanding, peremptory xvr; 
urgent XIX. - late L. imperativus specially 
ordered (Macrobius), gram. (Martianus 
Capella; tr. Gr. 7TpoaTaKnK~, sc. i!yKAwt>), 
f. imperiit-, pp. stem of imperare command 
(cf. EMPEROR); see -IVE. 

impe·rfect not perfect. xrv (R. Rolle, Ch.); 
(gram.) of a tense XVI (Palsgr.); (mus.) XVI 
(Morley). ME. inperfit- (O)F. imparjait; 
see IM- 2, PERFECT. So imPERFE'CTION. 

imperial impi;:>·ri;:>l pert. to an empire or 
emperor; commanding, majestic, exalted. 
xrv (Ch., Gower). - (O)F. imphial- L. im
perialis, f. imperium rule, EMPIRE; see -IAL. 
The sb. uses, 'luggage case for the top of 
a carriage, the carriage roof itself (xvm)', 
'small beard beneath the lower lip' (I839), 
are from F. imphiale. Hence impe·riahsM. 
XIX, impe·rialiST adherent of an empire or 
emperor XVII (after F. imperialiste); advocate 
of (British) imperialism XIX. 

imperil impe·rll bring into peril. XVI (em
peril!, Spenser). f. EM-1 IM-1 +PERIL; prob. 
after endanger. 

imperious impi;:>·ri;,s timperial; tsove
reign, majestic; overbearing; overmastering. 
XVI. - L. imperiosus, f. imperium command, 
EMPIRE; see -rous and cf. F. imperieux. 

imperscriptible imp;uskri·ptibl for which 
no written authority can be adduced. XIX. 
f. L. in- IM- 2 +pp. stem of perscribere write 
out, f. per PER- + scribere write; see SCRIBE, 
-IBLE. 

IMPLICATE 

impersonal impS·.rs;~n;~l (gram.) used spec. 
in the 3rd person singular XVI (Whitington); 
not personal xvn. - late L. impersonalis; see 
IM- 2

, PERSONAL. Cf. F. impersonnel, t-onal. 

impersonate imp:J•.rs~neit invest with a per
sonality XVII; assume the person of XVIII. 
f. L. in IM- 1 +persiina PERSON, after incor
porate. 

impertinent impS·.rtin;~nt tunrelated XIV 
(Wyclif); irrelevant xrv (Ch.) ; inappropriate, 
not consonant with reason XVI ; presumptu
ously intrusive, insolent XVII. - (O)F. im
pertinent or late L. impertinens not pertinent, 
in medL. inept; see IM- 2, PERTINENT. Hence 
(or- F.) impe·rtiDENCE. XVII. 

impertu·rbable. xv (rare before xvnr). 
-late L. (Augustine); see IM- 2, PERTURB, 
-ABLE. 

impe·rvious. XVII. - L.; see IM- 2, PERVIOUS. 

impetigo impitai·gou pl. -igines i·d3iniz 
pustular skin disease. xvr. L., f. impetere 
assail, f. in IM- 1+petere seek (see PETITION). 

impetrate i·mpitreit obtain by entreaty. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. irnpetrare, f. in IM- 1+ 
patrare bring to an end, f. patr-, pater 
FATHER; see -ATE 3 and cf. PERPETRATE. So 
impetrA·TION. xv. -AN. impetracioun and 
L. -atio. 

impetuous impe·tju;~s acting with sudden 
energy. XIV. - (O)F. imphueux- L. im
petuiisus, f. impetus onset, violent impulse, 
f. impetere; see IMPETIGO, -uous. impetus 
i·mpit;~s, XVII. - L. 

impi i ·mpi force of Kaffir warriors. XIX, Zulu. 

impinge impi·nd3 tthrust upon xvr; strike, 
dash XVII. - L. impingere, f. in IM- 1 +pmzgere 
fix, drive in; see PACT and cf. IMPACT. 

impious i·mpi;,s not pious. XVI. f. L. 
impius; see IM- 2

, PlUGS. So imPI'ETY. XIV 
(R. Rolle). - (O)F. or L. 

implacable imphe·bbl that cannot be ap
peased. xvr (lVIore). -F. or L.; see IM- 2

, 

PLACABLE. 
implant implii·nt instil. xvr. -F. implanter 

or late L.; see IM-\ PLANT. 
implement1 i·mplim;~nt (pl.) equipment, 

outfit XV; (orig. pl.) apparatus, set of utensils, 
tools XVI. - medL. implementa (pl.) noun of 
instrument carr. to medL. implere employ, 
spend, extended use (by assoc. with impli
care EMPLOY) of L. implere fill up, fulfil, 
discharge, f. in IM- 1 +plere FILL. 

implement2 i·mpliment tessential con
stituent XVII; (Sc.) fulfilment XVIII. -late L. 
implementum filling up, noun of action of 
L. implere (see prec.). Hence i·mplement 
vb. (orig. Sc.) carry into effect. xrx. So 
imple'TION filling up. XVI. -late L. 

implicate i·mplikeit (arch.) intertwine, en
tangle; involve (as in guilt). XVI. f. pp. stem 
of L. implicare, f. in IM-1 +plicare fold (see 
PLY); preceded by ppl. adj. implicate (see 
-ATE 3). So implicA-TION. xv. - L. 



IMPLICIT 

implicit irnpli·sit implied but not plainly 
expressed XVI ; tentangled, entwined XVII. 
-F. implicite (Calvin) or L. implicitus, later 
form of implicdtus, pp. of implicdre (see 
prec.). 

implore irnpl5:r.I beg or pray (for) XVI 
(Dunbar); beseech (one) XVII (Sh.). -F. 
implorer or L. implordre invoke with tears, 
f. in IM-'+pl6rdre weep. 

implosion implou·3an bursting inwards; 
(phonetics) closure of the glottis together 
with stop contact compressing the enclosed 
air. XIX. f. IC\I-1 +-plosion,ofEXPLOSION. So 
implo·siVE formed by implosion. 

imply irnplai· tenfold, involve XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif); involve the truth or existence of; 
express indirectly XVI. -OF. emplier :- L. 
implicdre IMPLICATE. The OF. var. empleier, 
emploier is the source of EMPLOY, with which 
imply to some extent overlapped XVI-XVII. 

impoli·te. XVII (Drayton). See IM-2, POLITE. 

import irnp5·.rt A. carry as its purport, 
signify, imply xv (Lydg.); be of significance 
or importance (to) XVI; B. bring in from out
side XVI. - L. importdre ; in A in its rned. 
sense of 'imply, mean' (so F. importer, It. 
importare); in Bin the orig. sense 'carry in', 
f. in IM-1+portdre bring, carry, rei. to portus 
PORT.1 Hence i·mport A. purport, signi
ficance, consequence XVI (Sh.); B. comrno
ity imported XVII. So impo·rtANCE. XVI. 
- (O)F. importance- medL. importantia 
significance, consequence. impo·rtANT. 
XVI. -F. important- medL. importdns; cf. 
It. importanza, Sp. -ancia, It., Sp. -ante. 

importunate imp5·.Ttfi1n:Jt, -tj- persistent in 
asking. xv. f. L. irnportiinus+-ATE2 , perh. 
on the model of obstinate. importune adj. 
c. q.oo. -F. irnportzm, -une or L. importiinus 
applied to waves and storms )( opportilnus 
OPPORTUNE. importu·mTY. XV. - (O)F. 
- L. impo·rtune vb. XVI. -F. importuner 
or medL. importilndri. The earliest of this 
group is importune adj. with the sense 'bur
densome, troublesome', a notion which is 
common to them all. 

impose irnpou·z tirnpute xv (Caxton); lay 
on (in various uses) XVI; exert influence 
upon, as with fraudulent intent or effect XVII. 
- (O)F. imposer, temposer, f. em-, im- IM-1+ 
poser, to repr. L. imponere place on or into, 
inflict, set over, lay as a burden, deceive, 
trick; see POSE1• Hence impo•sJNG9 exact
ing XVII; impressive XVIII; cf. F. imposant 
(Voltaire, I732). So imposition impazi·J:Jn 
laying-on of hands XIV (Wycl. Bible); im
post xv; exercise imposed as punishment 
XVIII. - (O)F. or L. 

impo·ssible. xm (Cursor M.). - (O)F.- L.; 
see IM- 2• 1]J Recorded earlier than POSSIBLE. 

impost1 i·rnpoust tax, duty. XVI (Grafton). 
-F. timpost (now impot)- rnedL. impostus, 
-um, sb. use of impostus, impositus, pp. of L. 
imponere IMPOSI!. 

IMPRESS 

impost2 i·rnpoust (archit.) upper course of 
a pillar XVII (Evelyn); horizontal block sup
ported by upright stones xvm. -F. imposte 
or its source It. imposta, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of imporre :- L. imponere IMPOSE. 

impostor irnpo·st;u one who imposes on 
others. XVI. Earlier -ur(e), -our, -er- F. 
imposteur, corr. to Sp. impostor, It. -ore 
-late L. impostor, contr, of impositor (cf. 
IMPOST1), f. pp. stern of L. imponere IMPOSE; 
see -oRI. So impo·stURil. XVI. -F. -late L. 

impost(h)ume impo·stjiim (arch.) puru
lent swelling, abscess. c. 1400. -OF. em
postume, alteration of apostume, later form of 
aposteme (whence ME. taposteme XIV) - L. 
aposthna- Gr. ap6stema lit. separation (cf. 
ABSCESS), f. apostenai, f. ap6 APo-+stenai 
STAND; finally assirn. in prefix and ending to 
L. IM-1 and post(h)umus. 

impotent i·mpatant physically weak. XIV 
(Gower). - (O)F.- L.; see IM- 2, POTENT. 
i·mpotENCE XV (Hoccleve), -ENCY. XV, 

impound irnpau·nd enclose in a pound XVI; 
take (an object) into formal custody XVII. 
f. IN-\ IM-1 +POUND 2• 

impoverish impo·varif make poor. xv (em
porisshe Lydg.). f. empoveriss-, lengthened 
stem of OF. empov(e)rir (mod. empauvrir), 
f. em- (im-), IM-1+povre POoR; see -rsH 2

• 

imprecation irnprikei·Jan invocation of 
evil. XVI. - L. irnprecdtio(n-), f. imprecdri 
(whence i·mprecate xvn), f. in IM-1 + 
preciiri PRAY; see -ATE3

, -ATION. i·mpre
catORY2. XVI. - medL. 

impregnable irnpre·gnabl that cannot be 
overcome. xv. Late ME. irnprenable- (O)F. 
imprenable, f. in- IM- 2 +prenable takeable, f. 
pren-, stem of prendre take :- L. prehendere; 
see PREHENSILE, -ABLE. The later forms im
pre(i)gnable, which depend upon OF. vars. 
(cf. PREGNANT1), induced the pronunc. with g. 

impregnate i·rnpregneit make pregnant; 
imbue, saturate. XVII. f. impregnate, pp. 
(XVI) or- its source late L. imprmgndtus, f. 
in IM-1 +pr::egndre be PREGNANT; see -ATE 3

• 

impresario irnprisa·riou, -za·riou organizer 
of public entertainments. XVIII. It., under
taker, contractor, f. impresa undertaking, 
EMPRISE; see -ARY. 

imprescriptible impriskri·ptibl that may 
not be taken away. XVI (Foxe). - F.; see 
IM- 2• 

impress1 impre·s stamp, imprint (a mark, 
etc.), lit. and fig. XIV (Ch.); mark u•ith a 
stamp XVI (Sh.); affect strongly xvm. (In 
ME. also en-)- OF. em-, impresser, f. im-+ 
presser PRESS', after L. imprimere. Hence 
impress sb. i·rnpres stamp, mark. xvr. So 
impressiON irnpre·Jan effective action, 
effect XIV (Ch., Gower); mark produced by 
pressure XIV (Trevisa); printing XVI ; notion 
impressed on the mind xvn. - (O)F. im
pression - L. impressio(n-) onset, attack, (in 
Cicero) emphasis, mental impression, f. 



IMPRESS 

impress-, pp. stem of imprimere, f. in IM-1 + 
premere PRESS. impre·ssiODABLE. XIX. -F. 
impressionnable. impre·ssionist (of paint
ing). 188r. -F. impressiomziste (1874), 
coined in an unfavourable sense with ref. to 
a picture by Claude Monet entitled Im
pression. impre·ssiVE tsusceptible XVI 
(Nashe); making a deep impression XVIII. 

impress• impre·s levy, enlist, esp. by force. 
XVI (Sh.). f. IM-1 +PRESs 2• Hence impress 
sb. XVII (Sh.). 

imprimatur imprimei·tg.I licence to print 
given by the L. formula imprimatur let it be 
printed, 3rd sg. pres. subj. pass. of impri
mere; see IMPRINT. XVII. 

imprimis imprai·mis in the first place. xv 
(Paston Lett.). L., assim. form of in primis 
'among the first things', i.e. in IN1 and primis, 
abl. pl. of primus first (PRIME). 

imprint i·mprint impressed mark or stamp 
xv (Caxton); publisher's name, etc., on a 
title-page XVIII. Late ME. empreynte, -printe 
- (O)F. empreinte, sb. u~;e of pp. fern. of 
empreindre :- L. imprimere impress, f. in 
IM-1 +-premere PRESS. So impri·nt vb. mark 
by pressure, impress. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
empreinter; see PRINT. 

imprison impri·zn put in prison. XIII 
(RG!ouc.). -OF. emprisoner (mod. -onner); 
see IM-', PRISON. So impri·SODMENT. XIV. 

impromptu imprOJ•mPtju adv. without pre
meditation; sb. extemporaneous perform
ance. XVII. - F. impromptu (Moliere) - L. 
phr. in promptii. at hand, in readiness (pro
mere; see PROMPT). 

improper impro·pg.I XVI. - (O)F. or L.; 
see IM- 2, PROPER. t1f Preceded by improper
lick adv. (Gower), perh. after OF. impropre
ment (Oresme). 

impropriate improu·prieit annex to a per
son or corporation. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
medL. impropriiire (whence earlier timproper 
XIV-XVIII), f. in IM- 1 +-proprius PROPER; see 
-ATE3• 

improve imprfrv ( trefl.) make one's profit; 
tum (an event, etc.) to good account, tum 
to profit or advantage; now (U.S.) make use 
of, occupy; enhance, augment XVI ; raise to 
a better quality or condition XVII. Early 
forms em-, improwe- AN. emprower, em
prouer (in AL. appro(w)are, appruare), f. 
OF. em- IM- 1 +-prou profit (:-late L. prOde, 
evolved from L. prodest is of advantage), 
later infl. by PROVE. So impro·VeMENT. XV 
(emprowement profitable use, profit). 

improvise i·mprgvaiz compose without 
preparation. XIX (Disraeli). - F. improviser 
or its source, It. improvvisare, f. improvviso 
extempore - L. improvisus unforeseen, f. in
IM-2+provisus, pp. of provfdere PROVIDE. 
So improviSA"TION. xvm. Both prob. 
after the earlier adoption. of It. improvisa
tore (mod. It. -provv-) XVIII (Smollett). 

IN 

impudent i·mpjlidgnt timmodest XIV 
(Ch.); unblushingly presumptuous XVI. 
- L. impudens, f. in- IM- 2 +pudens ashamed, 
modest, orig. prp. of pudere feel ashamed, 
shame. So i·mpudENCE. XIV (Ch.). 

impugn impjii·n assail. XIV (PPI., Wycl. 
Bible). - L. impugmire, f. in IC\r- 1+pugniire 
fight (see PUGNACIOUS). 

impulse i·mp.lls act of impelling; stimula
tion of the mind. XVII. - L. impulsus, f. pp. 
stem of impel/ere IMPEL; cf. PULSE1• So 
impu·lsiVE impelling to action XVI; actuated 
by impulse XIX. - (O)F. impulsij, -ive (rare 
before XVIII) or late L. impulsivus. 

impunity impjii·niti exemption from pun
ishment XVI; security XVIII. - L. impiinitiis, 
f. impiinis unpunished, f. in- IM-'+pama 
penalty; see PAI~, -ITY. 

impure impjug·.r. XVI. - L.; see nr- 2 , PURE. 
So impu·riTY. xv. - L. Cf. F. impur, im
purete. 

impute impjii·t lay the fault of (a thing) to 
XIV; (theol.) attribute by vicarious substitu
tion XVI. - (O)F. imputer- L. imputiire 
bring into the reckoning or charge, f. in 
I~.r- 1+ putiire reckon (see PUTATIVE). 

in1 in prep. marking bounds or limits within 
which. OE. in = OFris., OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.), Goth. in, 0:\'. i, rel. to L. in (older en), 
Gr. en, en{, Oir. i n-, in, W. yn, Lith. i, 
OPmss. en, OS!. vu(n-), Russ. v (vo, vn-) 
:- IE. "'en, "'n. Reduced to i before cons. 
by 12oo, and so retained arch. and dial., 
as in i' th' in the, and i' faith; cf. HA~DI
CAP. Distinct in origin from in adv., which 
repr. (i) OE. in(n), used with vbs. of motion 
(cf. INTO) = OFris., OS., Du. in, OHG. fn 
(with secondary lengthening), G. ein, ON., 
Goth. inn, (ii) OE. inne, used with vbs. of 
position = OFris., OS. inna, OHG. inna, 
-i, -e, ON. inni, Goth. inna, orig. lac. Cf. 
OE. herinne HEREIN, pfh·in, -inne THEREIN. 
I] OE. innan adv. and prep. entered into 
the comp. wipinnan WITHIN. 
Arising orig. from syntactical juncture of 

adv. in with a vb. are stable camps. such as 
inbred, income, incoming, indwell(ing), in
gathering, ingrowing, inlay, inlet, inroad, 
inset, inturn, many of the sbs. depending on 
phrasal units, as inlet, f. let in. In attrib. or 
adj. use in is or has been variously used, as 
in in-land, inshore, inside, and in-patient (sc. 
in a hospital). Cf. INNER, INMOST. 

in 2 L. in (see prec.) with the abl. 'in', with 
the ace. 'into', 'against', 'towards, for the 
purpose of', in many phrases frequent in 
Eng. contexts from XVI onwards, as in capite 
in CHIEF, in COMMENDAM, in extenso, in ex
tremis, in flagrante delicto, in forma pauperis, 
in medias res, in memoriam, in partibus (infi
delium), in pontijicalibus, in situ, in statu quo 
(ante, prius, or nunc), in terrorem, in toto, in 
vacuo. For designations of sizes of books, 
e.g. in-folio, see the sbs. FOLIO, etc, 



IN-

in-1 repr. L. in-, the adv. and prep. IN, used 
in combination mainly with vbs. and their 
derivs. with the senses 'in, into, within, on, 
towards, against' ; in earlier L. the prefix 
retained its n, but later this was assim. to 
1, m, r (see IL-\ IM-\ IR-1

). In OF. in-, im
became en-, em- (see E:-i-\ E:\1-1

) in inherited 
words, but in learned words in-, im- were 
regularly retained. 

in- 2 repr. L. in- (whence Sp., It. in-), cogn. 
and synon. with Gr. a-, an- A-4 and CGerm. 
•un- UN-\ as infiilix happyfinjelix unhappy, 
nocens hurtfulfinnocens innocent; in earlier 
L. the prefix retained its n, but later this 
\Vas assim. to l, 1n, r (see IL- 2, Il\>I- 2, IR-2); 
before g it was reduced to i-, as in ignoriire 
ignore. In a few OF. words this in- became 
en-, e.g. L. inimicus, OF. enemi enemy, L. 
invidia, OF. envie envy; but most F. words 
containing this prefix are of learned origin 
and retain in- (il-, etc.). 

-in (chem.) modification of '-nm5 introduced 
by A. W. von Hofmann for the names of 
neutral substances such as glycerides, gluco
sides, bitter principles, proteids, which are 
thus distinguished from the names of alka
loids and basic substances in -ine. Some of 
such terms were formerly spelt with -ine and 
had passed into popular use before the 
nomenclature was established, esp. gelatine 
and margarine, which are still spelt thus in 
non-scientific use. 

-ina1 i·na L. fern. suffix as in regina queen 
(f. reg-, rex king), in It. and Sp. and thence 
in Eng. forming female titles, as CZARINA, 
and in proper names, as Clementina; it is 
used for some names of musical instruments, 
as concertina, flutina, ocarina, seraphina. 
Cf. -A1 • 

-ina• i·n<> n.pl. (sc. animalia) of L. -inus 
-INE1 used in names of groups of animals, as 
Bombycina, f. generic name Bombyx. Cf. -A 2• 

inadvertence in"dvi'i·Jt;ms lack of atten
tion. XVI. - medL. inadvertentia; see IN- 2, 

ADVERTENCE. 

-inre ai·ni suffix, fern. pl. (sc. bestim animals) 
of L. adjs. in -inus -INE1 occurring in names 
of subfamilies, e.g. Caninm (see CANINE), 
Felinm (see FELINE). 

inamorato in:emora·tou male lover. xvr. 
- It. tinamorato (now innam-), pp. of inam
(m)orare = OF. enarnourer ENAMOUR. So 
inamora·ta female lover. XVII. 

inane inei·n tempty XVII; empty-headed 
XIX (Shelley). - L. iniinis empty, vain. So 
inaniTY ime·niti "temptiness; vanity, hol
lowness XVII; vacuity XVIII. - L.; cf. (O)F. 

ina·nimate lifeless, XVI (Foxe). -late L. 
(see IN-"); cf. F. inanime. 

inanition in;mi·Jan "temptying of a body 
XIV; exhausted condition XVIII. - late L. 
iniinitio(n-), f. iniinire, f. iniinis; see INANE 
and -ITION j so (O)F. 

INCENSE 

ina·pt XVIII; SO ina•ptitude XVII; see IN-1 

and cf. INEPT. 
inasmuch in;~zmA"tJ in so far as, (hence) 

seeing that, considering that. XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif; earlier north. in als mekil, Cursor 
M.). tr. OF. en tant (que), repr. L. in tantum 
(ut), in IN 2, tantum so much (n. of tantus so 
great, f. tam so). Also INSOMU·CH (xv). 

inaugural in5·gjll.r"l pert. to inauguration. 
XVII. - F. inaugural, f. inaugurer inaugurate, 
after L. auguriilis; see -AL1• So inau·gu
rATE3 admit formally to an office XVII; 'begin 
with good omens' (J.), initiate formally 
XVIII ; initiate the public use of xrx. f. pp. 
stem of L. inauguriire take omens from the 
flight of birds, f. in IN-1+auguriire AUGUR. 
Earlier tinaugure (xvr)- (O)F. inaugurer or 
L. inaugurA·TroN. XVI. - (O)F. or lateL. 

inborn (stress variable) t native OE. (newly 
formed XVII); implanted by nature XVI (G. 
Douglas). OE. inboren, after late L. inniitus 
INNATE; cf. Du. ingeboren, G. eingeboren; 
see IN-', BORN. 

Inca i·Qk:l king, or one of the royal family, 
of Peru before its conquest. xvr. Earlier 
Inga, Sp. alteration of Inca, the native form. 

incandescent inkrende·s;;>nt glowing with 
heat. xvm. -F. incandescent- prp. of L. 
incandescere glow, f. in+candescere become 
white, f. candidus; see IN-\ CANDID, -ENT. 

incantation inkrentei·J;m (use of) formula 
of words to produce a magical effect. XIV 
(Gower). - (O)F. incantation - late L. 
incantiitio(n-), f. incantiire chant, charm, f. 
in IN-1+cantiire sing, CHANT; cf. ENCHANT 
and see -ATION. 

inca·pable. XVI (Sh.). -F. or late L.; see 
l:'·~·-2a 

incarcerate inkii•Js;;>reit imprison. xvr 
(preceded by pp. incarcerate xv). f. pp. stem 
of medL. incarceriire, f. in IN-1 +carcer 
prison; see -ATE3. So incarcerA-TION. XVI. 
- (O)F. or late L. 

incarnadine inka·m"din, -dain flesh
coloured, crimson, blood-red. XVI (Sylves
ter). -F. incarnadin, -ine - It. incarnadino, 
north. var. of incarnatino carnation, flesh
colour, f. incarnato INCARNATE; see next and 
-INE1 • Hence vb. (Sh. 'Macb.' II ii 62). 

incarnate inkii•Jn;~t embodied in flesh XIV; 
flesh-coloured XVI. - ecclL. incarniitus, pp. 
of incarniiri be made flesh, f. iniN-1 +carn-, 
caro flesh; see CARNAL, -ATE 2• The second 
sense is from F. incarnat or modL. So in
carnA ·noN embodiment in flesh XIII (con cr. 
xvm); tflesh-colour xv. - (O)F. - ecclL. 

incendiary inse·ndi;;>ri that sets on fire. 
XVII (also sb.). - L. incendiiirius, f. incendium 
burning, fire; sec next and -ARY. 

incense• i·nsens aromatic gum burnt to 
produce a sweet smell XIII; smoke of this 
XIV. ME. ansens, encens- (O)F. encens -
ecciL. incensum, sb. use of n. of incensus, pp. 
of incendere set fire to, f. in IN-1+ *candere 
cause to glow (candere glow; see CANDLE). 
Hence i·ncENSE vb. xrv; see CENSE. 

Q 



INCENSE 

incense• inse·ns tset on fire; inflame with 
wrath. xv. -OF. incenser, f. L. incens-, pp. 
stem of incendere (see prec. ). 

incentive inse·ntiv (something) that incites 
to action. xv. - L. incentfvus that sets the 
tune, that provokes or incites (sb. -ivum), f. 
incent-, var. ( cf. incentio, incentor) of incant-; 
see INCANTATION, -IVE. 

inception inse·pf;}n beginning of an under
taking, etc. xv; (at the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge) formal entering upon the 
status of Master or Doctor XVII. - (O)F. 
inception or L. inceptio(n-), f. incept-, pp. 
stem of incipere; see INCIPIENT, -TION. So 
ince·pt vb. (cf. COMMENCE). XIX. ince·pt
IVE. XVII. 

incessant inse·s;}nt that does not cease. XVI. 
- F. incessant or late L. incessant-, -iins, f. 
IN- 2+cessiins, prp. of cessiire CEASE; see -ANT. 
So ince·ssantLY2• xv; after L. incessanter. 

incest i·nsest sexual commerce of near 
kindred. XIII (AncrR.). - L. incestus, or in
cestum, sb. use of n. of incestus impure, 
unchaste, f. in- lN- 2+castus CHASTE. So 
ince·stuous. XVI. -late L. incestuosus. 

inch1 in'f twelfth part of a foot. Late OE. 
ynce, corr. to OHG. unza, Goth. unkja :
*uykja- L. uncia twelfth part (see OUNCE1); 

cf. MDu. enke. 
inch2 in'f (Sc.) small island. xv (Wyntoun). 
-Gael. innis inif = (O)Ir. inis, W. ynys, 
prob. rei. (obscurely) to L. insula ISLE. 

inchoate i·nkoueit, i·l)- just begun. XVI. 
- L. inchoiitus, pp. of inchoiire, less correct 
form of incohiire begin; see -ATE 2

• So 
incho·ATIVE spec. gram. of verbs denoting 
the beginning of an action. XVI. - late L. 

incident i·nsid;}nt liable to befall or occur; 
attaching itself as a privilege, etc. xv. -F. 
incident or L. incident-, -ens, prp. of incidere 
fall upon, happen to, f. in IN-1 +cadere fall; 
see CASE, -ENT. Also sb. accessory event. xv. 
- (O)F. incident, sb. use of adj. Hence inci
de·ntAL1 XVII; after accidental. incide·n
tALLY XVII; earlier tincidently XVI (More). 

incinerate insi·n;}reit reduce to ashes. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of medL. incineriire, f. in IN-1+ 
ciner-, cinis ashes; see CINERARY, -ATE 3

• So 
incinerA·TION. XVI. - medL. 

incipient insi·pi;mt beginning. XVII. - L. 
incipient-, -ens, prp. of incipere undertake, 
begin, f. in IN-1+capere take (cf. CAPTURE). 

incipit i·nsipit beginning or first words of 
a literary work. XIX. L., 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
incl. of incipere begin (see prec.); cf. EX
PLICIT. 

incise insai·z cut into. XVI. -F. inciser, f. 
incis-, pp. stem of L. incidere, f. in IN-1 + 
c:edere cut (cf. CJESURA). So inciSION 
insi•3;}n. xv. - (O)F. or late L. inci·SIVE. 
XVI. - medL. So incisoR1 insai·z:u front 
(cutting) tooth. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
- medL. 

INCORPORATE 

incite insai-t urge on. xv. - (O)F. inciter 
- L. incitiire, f. in IN-1+citiire set in rapid 
motion, rouse; see CITE. 

incivism see CIVISM. 
inclement inkle·m;}nt tunmerciful; (of 

weather) not mild XVII (Milton). - F. or 
L.; see IN- 2, CLEMENT. 

incline inklai·n bend towards a thing, for
ward or downward. XIII (Cursor M.). 1\fE. 
encline- OF. encliner; these Eng. and F. 
forms survived till XVII, but forms assim. to 
the L. source incliniire finally prevailed; see 
IN-\ LEAN 2 • So inclinA·TION inklin-. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa; Lydg., Caxton; not common 
till XVI). - (O)F. or L. inclino·METER. XIX. 

inclose, inclosure statutory forms of EN
CLOSE, ENCLOSURE, in ref. to inclosing land. 

include inkJ.iii ·d, il)- shut in; comprise. xv. 
- L. incliidere, f. in lN-1+claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE. So inclu·SION. XVI. - L. inclu·
SIVE XVI (Sh.); in quasi-adv. use ('from 
Monday to Saturday inclusive') XVI, based 
on medL. adv. incliisive. 

incognito inlm·gnitou whose identity is con
cealed or unavowed. XVII. - It. incognito -
L. incognitus unknown; see IN- 2, QUAINT. 
Abbreviated inco·g. XVII. 

income i·nkAm, i·Q- A. tentrance, arrival 
xm (Cursor M.); tfee paid on entering XVI; 
B. receipts from work, etc., revenue XVII 
(income tax 1799). In ME. use prob.- ON. 
innkoma arrival; later, a new formation on 
phr. come in (cf. OUTCOME); in B preceded 
by (dial.) incoming( s) XVI. 

incomme·nsurable (math.) having no com
mon measure. XVI (Billingsley). -late L.; 
see IN- 2• 

incommode ink;}mou·d, il)- inconvenience. 
XVI. -F. incommoder or L. incommodiire, f. 
incommodus inconvenient ; see IN- 2, coM
MODIOUS. 

incomprehe·nsible not to be circumscribed; 
not to be grasped by the understanding XIV 
(R. Rolle); (hence) that cannot be under
stood XVII. - L.; so in (O)F.; see IN- 2• 

incomunicado (also erron. -mm-) i:nbmii
nikii·dou (U.S.) having no opportunity of 
communication with others. c. r84o. Sp., 
f. in- IN- 2 +pp. of comunicar COMMUNICATE. 

inco·ngruous. XVII. - L. incongruus; see 
IN- 2• So incongru·ITY. XVI (Hooker). 

inco·ntinence, -ent1 adj. xrv. - (O)F. or 
L.; see IN- 2, CONTINENT. 

inco·ntinent2 adv. (arch.) without delay, 
straightway. xv. -OF. en-, incontenant = 
Sp., It. incontinente- late L. in continenti, 
sc. tempore 'in CONTINUOUS time', without 
an interval. Hence inco·ntinentLY2• XV 
(Caxton). 

incorporate ink5·.Ipareit, il)- put into the 
body of something XIV ; combine or form 
into one body, adopt into a body XVI. f. pp. 
stem of late L. incorporiire; see IN-1, COR
PORATE. So incorporA·TION, XIV. -late L. 



INCORRECT 

incorre·ct. xv. -F. or L. So incorrigiBLE 
inb·rid3ibl bad beyond correction. xrv 
(R. Rolle). - (O)F. or L.; see IN- 2, CORRECT. 

incrassate inkrre·seit thicken. xvn (Hol
land). f. pp. stem of late L. incrassiire, f. in 
IN-1 -I-crassiire, f. crassus CRASS; see -ATE3

• 

increase inkri·s, ii)kri·s become or make 
greater. xrv. ME. encres- AN. encre(s)-, 
OF. encreis(s)-, stem of encreistre :- L. incre
scere, f. in r:-~- 1 -1- crescere grow (see CRES
CENT); the prefix was assim. to L. xv. 
Hence i·ncrease sb. XIV (encre(e)s, Ch., 
Wycl. Bible). 

increment i·nkrim:mt, i·IJ- increase xv; 
amount of increase, profit XVII. - L. incre
mentum, f. stem of increscere; see prec., 
-MENT. 

incriminate inkri·mineit charge with a 
crime. XVIII. f. pp. stem of late L. incrimi
niire accuse, f. in IN-1 -1- crimen charge; see 
CRIME, -ATE3 • So incrirninA·TION. XVII. 

incrust see ENCRUST. So incrustA·TION 
formation of a crust; hard coating. XVII. 
-F. or late L. 

incubate i·nkjo.beit, i·IJ- hatch (eggs). xvm. 
f. pp. stem of L. incubiire, f. in IN-1 -1-cubiire 
lie; see CUBICLE, -ATE3 • So incubA•TION. 
XVII. - L. i·ncubATOR. I857· 

incubus i·IJkjl!bas, i·n- demon descending 
upon persons in their sleep XIV (Ch. ; earlier 
incubi demones); nightmare XVI; oppressive 
person or thing XVII. -late L. incubus, 
earlier incubo, f. incubiire; see prec. 

inculcate i·nkAlkeit, i·IJ- impress (a thing) 
upon a person. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. incul
ciire stamp in with the heel, press in, f. in 
r:-~- 1 -1-calciire tread; see CAULK, -ATE 3 • 

inculpate i·nkAlpeit, i·IJ- accuse, blame 
XVIII ; incriminate XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. 
inculpiire; see IN-\ CULPABLE. 

incumbent inkA·mbant falling as a duty or 
obligation XVI; leaning or resting with its 
weight XVII. - prp. of L. incumbere lie or 
lean upon, apply oneself to, f. in IN-1 -1-
"'cumbere, f. nasalized stem corr. to cubiire 
(cf. CUBICLE); see -ENT. The sb. use of 
'holder of an ecclesiastical benefice' (xv) is 
peculiarly Eng., and depends upon anAL. 
use of incumbere for 'possess, occupy'. 
t;![ From the same base are concubine, cubicle, 
incubate, incubus, recumbent, succubus. 

incunabula inkjunre·bjo.la earliest stages or 
first beginnings; books produced in the 
'infancy' of printing, i.e. before I50I A.D. 
XIX. L. n.pl., swaddling-clothes, cradle, 
birthplace, infancy, origin, f. in IN-1 -1-cuna
bula, f. cunm cradle, perh. :- "'koinii, rei. to 
Gr. kofti lair, ke!sthai lie down. 

incur ink5·.r, iiJ- tintr. run, fall (into) ; 
trans. run or fall into, become liable to. XVI. 
- L. incurrere, f. in IN-1 -I-currere run (cf. 
couRSE); so OF. encourre, F. encourir. So 
incu·rsiON hostile inroad xv; running in or 
against xvn. - L. 

INDEX 

incus i·l)kas (anat.) middle one of the three 
small bones of the ear. xvu. L., 'anvil'. 

Ind ind (arch.) India. XIII (ynde). - (O)F. 
Inde :- L. INDIA. 

indebted inde·tid under obligation. XIII. 
ME. an-, endetted- (with suffix -ED1), OF. 
endette, pp. of endetter involve in debt; 
assim. to L. in prefix and root (medL. in
debitiire, Pr. endeptar, etc.). 

indeed indi·d in reality XIV (R. Rolle); as 
a matter of fact; it is true, truly; (interrog.) 
Is it so? XVI ; as int. of contempt or incredu
lity XIX. ME. adv. phr. in dede, i.e. IN1 prep., 
d. of DEED; till c. I6oo as two words. 

indefatigable indifre·tigabl that cannot be 
wearied. xvr. - F. tindefatigable or L. in
defatigiibilis; see IN- 2

, DE- 3, FATIGUE, -ABLE. 

inde·finite (first in gram.). XVI (Palsgrave). 
- L.; cf. F. indefini; see IN- 2

• 

indelible inde·libl that cannot be blotted 
out. XVI (indeleble). - F. indelebile or L. 
indelebilis, f. in- IN- 2 -1-delebilis, f. delere DE
LETE; the ending was assim. to -IBLE. 

indemnity inde·rnniti security against con
tingent injury xv; compensation for loss 
XVI; legal exemption from liabilities in
curred XVII. - (O)F. indemnite -late L. 
indemnitiis, f. indemnis free from loss or hurt, 
f. in- IN- 2 -1-damnum; see DAMAGE, -ITY. So 
inde·mnrFY give indemnity to. XVII. 

indent inde·nt make tooth-like incision in, 
spec. for the purpose of an INDENTURE XIV; 
make a covenant xv; tcontract for XVI ; en
gage (a servant) by contract, orig. in U.S. 
and Anglo-Indian use XVIII (hence, official 
requisition for stores as made by an inden
tured servant XVIII, whence a new sense, 
make a requisition for, draw upon xrx) ; 
(typogr.) set back from the margin xvn 
(Moxon). -AN. endenter, AL. indentiire, f. 
in IN1 -I-dent-, dens TOOTH. So indentURE 
inde·ntJa.r deed between parties with mutual 
covenants executed in two or more copies, all 
having their edges correspondingly indented 
XIV; indentation XVII (Grew). Earliest in 
MSc. en-, indenture- AN. endenture (OF. 
-eure), medL. indentUra (also indentiitUra), 
f. indentiitus, pp. of indentiire. Hence as vb. 
engage by indenture. XVII. 

indepe·ndent not dependent or depending. 
XVII. f. IN-1 -1-DEPENDENT, partly after F. 
independant. So indepe·ndENCE. XVII. Ap
plied to the Congregational system of church 
polity c. r64o. 

index i·ndeks pl. indexes, indices i·ndisiz 
forefinger; pointer ; guiding principle ; 
ttable of contents; alphabetical list of sub
jects appended to a book XVI; (math.) XVII; 
etc. - L. index, pl. indices, forefinger, in
former, sign, inscription, f. in-+-dex, -die-, 
as in judex JUDGE, vindex avenger, f. "'dik
point out; cf. INDICATE. 



INDIA 

India i·ndi<> In OE. India, Indea, but the 
present use dates from XVI (prob. itmned. 
after Sp. or Pg.), the ME. form being IND. 
- L. India - Gr. India, f. Ind6s the river 
Indus- Pers. hind (OPers. hifid'u) = Av. 
hefidu, Skr. sindhu river, spec. the Indus, 
hence the region of the Indus, Sindh, (by 
extension, with Greeks and Persians) the 
country east of this (see HINDUSTAN), also 
the regions further east (Further I.); tap
plied to America or parts of it after Sp. and 
Pg. use XVI. Hence l·ndiAN adj. and sb. 
(cf. F. indien, medL. Indianus). xv (in early 
sb. use applied spec. to a mahout); pert. to 
America and the West Indies XVII (.Indian 
rubber XVIII, the earlier form for India rubber 
XIX). t Indish was used in XVI ; cf. OE. Indisc. 
Indies i·ndiz orig. India with the adjacent 
islands, later called East Indies)( West Indies, 
which had come to be applied to lands of the 
\Vestern Hemisphere which were taken to be 
part of the Eastern group. XVI. pl. oft Indie, 
Indy (XVI-XVII) - L. India. 

indicate i·ndikeit point out. xvn. f. pp. 
stem of L. indicare declare, mention, f. in 
IN-1+dicare proclaim; cf. INDEX and see 
-ATE 3• So indicA•TJOK. XVI (the earliest use 
is medical, ae in F.)- F.- L. indicatiVE 
indi·k;;tiv. XVI (gram., Palsgrave); sug
gestive of XVII. - (O)F. indicatif. -ive, -late 
L. indicativus (gram.), tr. Gr. optaTLK~ (sc. 
Eyr<ilccns). 

indict indai·t bring a charge againBt. XIV. 
ME. endite, later with latinized prefix indite, 
and finally indict (XVI). -legal AN. enditer 
(xm), corr. in form but not in sense to OF. 
enditier declare, dictate, compose, Il''DITE :
Rom. "'indictiire (in AL. indict XIII), f. indict-, 
pp. stem of L. indicere proclaim, appoint, 
impose, f. in J~-1 +dfcere pronounce, utter 
(see DICTION). So indi·ctMENT. XIV. - A:i'.'. 
enditement. The development of the A:i'.'., 
AL., and l\1E. sense is not accountt:d for. 

indiction indi·kf:Jn declaration or procla
mation, spec. of the Roman emperors fixing 
the valuation for property tax at the begin
ning of each fiscal period of I 5 years; the 
period from I Sept. 3I2 instituted by the 
emperor Constantine by which dates were 
reckoned, (also) specified year in such a 
period. XIV (Trevisa). - L. indicti6(n-), f. 
indicere; see prec. and -TION. 

indifferent A. (arch.) impartial, neutral XIV; 
without interest; neither good nor bad XVI 
(euphem. not very good XIX); B. tnot differ
ent; unimportant, immaterial XVI. - F. 
indifferent or L. indijferens making no differ
ence, of no consequence, undiscriminating; 
see IN- 2, DIFFERENT. Hence indi·fff,rENCE, 
-ENCY. XVI (More). indifferentLY". XIV; 
after L. indijferenter, F. indijferemment. 

INDIVISIBLE 

imligent i·ndid3<1nt needy XIV; twanting, 
deficient xv. - (O)F. indigent- L. indigent-, 
-ens, prp. of indigere lack, f. indi- (cf. INDI
GENous)+egere be in want, need; see -ENT. 
So i·ndigE~CE. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

indign indai·n (arch.) unworthy. xv. 
- (O)F. indigne or L. indignus, f. in- IN- 2 -r
dignus worthy (cf. DEIGN). So inm·GNITY 
tunworthincss; unworthy treatment. XVI. 
-F. or L. 

indignant indi·gn:Jnt 'inflamed at once 
with anger and disdain' (J.). XVI (Spenser). 
- L. indignant-, -tins, prp. of indigntiri regard 
as unworthy, f. indignus; see prec., -ANT. So 
indignA·TioN tdisdain XIV (Ch., Wyclif); 
anger at what is considered unworthy XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. or L. 

indigo i·ndigou blue powder obtained from 
plants of the genus Indigofera. XVI. The 
usual form in xvr-xvn was indica - Sp. 
indico- L. indicum (Pliny)- Gr. indik6n 
(Dioscorides) the blue Indian dye, sb. use of 
n. of Indik6s INDIAN; cf. It. indaco (x1v). 
The form indigo (xvi), occas. tendego, repr. 
Pg. indigo, which passed also into F., Du., 
G., and Russian. (Cf. MHG. indich, early 
modG. endigo, endich.) 

indire·ct (see 1~- 2 , DIRECT). xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F. or medL. Hence indire·ction, after 
direct/ direction. XVI (Sh.). 

indiscree·t twithout discernment xv; injudi
cious, unwary XVI (Sh.). - L. indiscretus; 
cf. F. indiscret; so indiscre·tion. XIV (R. 
Rolle). - (O)F. or late L. 

indispe·nsable (eccl.) that cannot be allowed 
or condoned XVI (Cranmer); that cannot be 
remitted; that cannot be done without XVII. 
- medL.; see IN- 2, DISPENSABLE. 

indisposed indispou·zd tnot in order; tun
fitted; till-disposed xv; out of health XVI; 
not disposed or inclined XVII. Partly- F. 
indispose or L. indispositus disordered, un
prepared; partly directly f. IN- 2 -i-pp. of 
DISPOSE. So indispOSI'TION tunfitness XV; 
disordered physical state XVI. -F. or f. IN- 2 

+msPOSITION, after prec. 

indite indait i'dictate; put into words, com
pose, write. XIV. -OF. endit(i)er :-Rom. 
*indicttire, f. in IN-1-7-dicttire declare, DIC
TATE. Cf. INDICT. 

individual indivi·dju:Jl tindivisible (xv; 
rare before xvn); existing as a separate 
entity; pert. to a single person or thing. XVII ; 
sb. xvn. - medL. indiz,idualis, f. L. indi~·i
duus indivisible, inseparable, f. in- J~- 2 +di
viduus divisible, f. dividere DIVIDE; see -AL1

• 

Cf. F. individuel. So indivi·dualisM. XIX; 
after F. individualisme. i:ndividUA·LITY. 
XVII (Selden, Milton). 

indigenous indi·d3ings produced naturally 
in a country. XVII. f. L. indigena native (adj. 
and sb.), f. indi-, strengthened forr:1 of in 
JN1+-gena (corr. to Gr. -genfs), f. *gen-, indivi·sible. XIV (Wyclif; rare before XVI). 
base of gignere beget (ef. GENITAL, GENUll). -late L. indivisibilis; see JN- 2, DIVISIBLE, 
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INDO-EUROPEAN 

Indo-European i:ndouju;Jr;Jpi·;m common 
to India and Europe, spec. applied to the 
great group of languages spoken over the 
gr<:ater part of Europe and extending into 
Asm as far as northern India. r8r4 (T. 
Young). Also called Indo-Germanic, after 
G. indoger:nanisch (Klaproth Asia Polyglotta, 
r823), wh1ch repr. the extreme terms of his 
'lnd isch- Medisch- Sclavisch- Germanisch' 
used to describe the ethnological chain ex~ 
tending from India to Britain. Others have 
favoured Indo-Celtic as emphasizing Celtic 
as the most western member of the group. 
See also ARYAN. 

indolent i·nd~hmt (path.) painless XVII; 
averse to exertwn XVIII. - late L. indolent
-ens ('dicamus d1T7IIIY7]dT<S indolentes siv~ 
indolorios', Jerome in Eph. iv 17-rg), f. in
J:'(-2+prp. of dolere suffer pain, give pain; 
see -ENT. So i·ndolEXCE. XVI. -F. indolence 
or L. indolentia freedom from pain (Cicero 
rendering d:rraO<ta). See DOLOUR. ' 

indomitable ind<>·mit;Jbl tuntameable 
XVII ; not to be overcome by difficulties or 
oppression XIX. -late L. indomitiibilis, f. in
I:«- 2 + domitare ; see DAUNT, -ABLE. 

indoor(s) ind5;J•J(z) inside a house, etc.; 
adj. pert. to the interior. XVIII. See IN! 
DOOR. For earlier witlzin-door(s) XVI. ' 

indri i·ndri babacoote. XIX. misapplication 
?f Malagasy <:xcl. indry lo ! behold ! or indry 
tzy there he IS!, taken by the F. naturalist 
Sonnerat for the animal's name. 

indubitable indju·bit;Jbl notto be doubted. 
xvm. - F. indubitable or L. indubitabilis; see 
IN- 2, DUBITABLE. Succeeded to tindubitate 
(XV-XVII). 

induce indju·s lead to some action, etc. XIV· 
tintroduce; give rise to, lead to xv; infe; 
xvr. - L. inducere, f. in IN-1 -':-dtlcere lead (cf. 
DUKE) ; from XIV to XVIII often with en- after 
F. enduire (cf. E:XDUE). l-Ienee indu·ceMENT. 
XVI (Sh.). So induct indA·kt (eccl.) intro
duce fon;1ally to a benefice XIV (Wyclif); 
conduct, mtroduce XVI (Holland). f. induct-, 
pp. stem of L. indiicere. indu·cTION (eccl.) 
XIV (Wyclif) ; gen. tintroduction, initiation 
XVI; (logic) opp. to deduction xv (Capgrave), 
after Cicero's use of inductio, tr. Gr. €1raywy~ 
(Aristotle); (electr. and magn.) r8u (Davy). 
indu·ctiVE inducing XVII; (logic) xvn; 
( electr.) XIX. - late L. 

indulge ind.dd3 treat with undeserved 
favour, gratify by compliance XVII; give free 
course to XVII; take one's pleasure freely in 
XVIII. - L. indulgere (perh. orig.) allow 
space or time for, (hence) give rein to, prob. 
rei. to W?rds meaning 'long' (Gr. doliklz6s, 
endelekhes continuous, Skr. dirghds, OS!. 
dlilgzt (Russ. d6lgij)). So indu·lgENCE act of 
indulging XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); in R.C.Ch. 
XIV (PPl., Wycl.). - (O)F.- L. indu·lgENT. 
XVI. -F. or L. indult i·ndAlt special 
licence or privilege. XVI (first in Sc.). -F. 
indult - late L. indultum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
indulgere. 

induna indu·na officer under a chief or king 
among Zulus, etc. XIX. Zulu, f. nominal 
prefix in-+stem duna (cf. iduna, pl. ama
duna) male, sire, lord. 

indurate i·ndjureit harden. XVI (Latimer). 
f. pp. stem of L. induriire; see ENDURE, -ATE a; 
preceded by pp. tindurate xv. So indurA·
TION. XIV (Ch.). -F. or late L. 

indusium indju·zi::>m (anat.) amnion xvm · 
(bot.) membranous shield of the sorus of ~ 
fern XIX. L., 'tunic', f. induere put on, f. ind
strengthened var. of in IN 2 + *ew- (as i~ 
exuere strip, EXUVIJE). 

industry i·nd;Jstri tskill, dexterity xv (Cax
ton); diligence, assiduity; systematic labour 
form or kind of this XVI. - (O)F. industri; 
or L. industria; see -Y3• So industrim:s 
indA ·stri;>s tskilful, ingenious; painstaking 
hardworking. xvr. -F. -ieuxorlateL. -i6sus: 
(jf The L. idiom de industria 'of set purpose' 
was formerly repr. by uses of industrious for 
'intentional, designed' and ofthe adv. for 'in
tentionally' (Sh.). indu·striAL1• XVI(isolated 
exx. before XIX). The first ex. is of fruits 
produced by labour (so obs. F. industrial)· 
later partly- F. industriel, partly f. INDUSTRY: 
whence indu·striahsM. XIX (Carlyle). ' 

indwell indwe·l dwell in, inhabit. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). f. IN1+DWELL, after L. in
habitiire. 

-ine1 suffix repr. F. -in, fern. -ine ( = Pr. -in 
-ina, Sp., It., Pg. -ino, -ina), and its sourc~ 
L. -inus1 -ina ( corr. to Gr. -inos, -ine), affixed 
to nommal and some other stems with the 
sense 'of or pert. to', 'of the nature of', as 
asininus, caninus, divinus, genuinus, mascu
linus, supinus, sometimes in comb. with 
another suffix, as in clandestinus, intestinus 
vespertinus. Formations on proper names: 
e:g. A/pinus, Latinus, Saturninus, have pro
VIded a pattern for many mod. derivs. as 
Algerine, Caroline, Florentine, Johannine 
Pauline, Socot1·ine, and in the terminolog~ 
of nat. hist. -ine (pronounced ain) is used 
freely in adjs. formed on generic names, as 
acciJ?itrine, p~sse?·ine, after bovine, equine, 
murzne; cf. rzverzne. The variation in pro
nunc. between ain, in, and in depends on 
such circumstances as the date of intro
duction of the word, the channel through 
which it came, the position of the stress, etc. 

-ine 2 suffix forming adjs., repr. F. -in, fern. 
-ine, or its source L. -inus, -ina (corr. to Gr. 
-inos, -lne), having in the Rom. langs. and 
in Eng. the same form and sense as -INE1 • 

e.g. adamantinus, corallinus, crystallinus, hya~ 
cinthinus, pristinus. The pronunc. is now 
usu. ain, but was formerly in for manv 
words, as pristine pri-stin. · 

-ine3 suffix offem. sbs., repr. F. -ine, L. -ina, 
Gr. -ine, as in Gr. herotne, L. heroina, F. 
Mroine HEROINE (the only survival in Eng.). 
(jf In landgravine and margravine, this form 
has absorbed G. and Du. -in ( = -EN 2). It 
has been extended in U.S., e.g. actorine, 
doctorine. 



-INE 

-ine4 suffix repr. F. -ine (-in) or L. -ina (-in us), 
in origin identical with -INE1

, used :.n abstr. 
formations on vbs. and agent-ncuns, as 
doctrina, medicina, rapina, ruina, and concr. 
sbs. on other stems, as jascina, !Irina. The 
adjs. in -inus, -ina were used also sb., as in 
concubinus, -ina, consobrinus COUSIN, and esp. 
in personal names, as Agrippina, Au.;ustinus, 
Constantinus. Some are anglicized with -in, 
as lul>in, ruin, Justin. 

In techn. and commercial use this suffix 
has a vague application and forms names of 
textile materials, natural and artificial sub
stances, etc., as brilliantine, dentim, grena
dine, nectarine, victorine. 

-ine5 in, (restrictedly) ain suffix of chem. 
terms, in origin a variation of -INE', in such 
names as gelatine (now superseded by gelatin 
exc. in pop. use), and those of the four ele
ments bromine, chlorine, fluorine, iodine; in 
later systematic nomenclature restricted (as 
opp. to -IN) to alkaloids and basic substances, 
as caffeine, cocaine, nicotine, strychnine. Its 
earlier use in the names of some minerals is 
now superseded by -ite. 

inebriate ini·brieit make drunk. xv. f. 
inebriate ppl. adj. (xv) or pp. of L. inebriiire, 
f. in- IN-1 + ehriiire intoxicate, f. ebrius drunk 
(cf. EBRIETY); see -ATE 3• 

ineffable ine·fdbl that cannot be utt•~red xv; 
that must not be uttered XVI. - F. ineffable 
or L. ineffiibilis, f. in- IN- 2-!-effiibilis, f. effiiri 
speak out, f. ex EF-+jari; cf. FABLE, -ABLE. 

ineluctable inilA·kt;Jbl inescapable. XVII. 
- L., f. in-+eluctiiri struggle out; see IN- 0, 

E-, RELUCTANT, -ABLE. 
inept ine·pt t(leg.) void XVI; (arch.) un

suited, inappropriate; foolish XVI!. - L. 
ineptus, f. in- IN- 2-1-aptus APT. 

inequa·lity. xv (Caxton). -OF. or L.; see 
IN- 2, EQUALITY. 

ine·quity unfairness. XVI. f. IN- 2 +EQUITY. 

ine·rrant t(of a star) fixed XVII; unerring 
XIX. - L.; see IN- 2, ERRANT. 

inert in5•Jt inactive, inanimate XVII (H. 
More); sluggish XVIII (Burke). - L. inert-, 
nom. iners unskilled, inactive, f. in·- IN- 2 + 
ars skill, ART; cf. F. inerte. So inertia 
in5·Jfi;, property whereby matter ccntinues 
in its existing state. XVIII. - L.; see. -1A1• 

inescu·tcheon (her.) escutcheon ~barged 
on a larger one. XVII (Guillim). f. IN1 -r 
ESCUTCHEO:>l. 

ine·stimable too great to be estimr.ted XIV 
(Ch.); priceless XVI. - (O)F.- L.; sec IN- 2, 

ESTIMABLE (which is later). 
inevitable ine·vitabl not avoidable. xv. 
- L., f. in- IN- 2+evitiibilis, f. evittive, f. e
Ex-1+vittire avoid; see -ABLE. 

inexorable ine·ksarabl not to be moved or 
prevailed upon. XVI. - F. inexorabie or L. 
inexoriibilis, f. in-+exoriibilis (equiv. of Gr. 
Q1Tapa{TT/TOS), f. exoriire, f. ex+orare pray; 
see IN-s, EX-1, ORATION, -ABLE. 

INFERNAL 

inexpressible inekspre·sibl unutterable 
XVII (Donne, Milton); sb. pl. breeches, 
trousers XVIII (Wolcot, Gibbon) ; so (in first 
half of xrx) in~ffables, inexplicables, unmen
tionables, unutterables (so F. inexprirnables). 

inexpugnable inekspA·gnabl that cannot be 
taken or overthrown. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. 
inexpugnable- L. inexpugnabifis, f. in- IN-" 
+expugniibilis, te:xpugniire, f. ex EX-1 + 
pugntire fight; see PUGNACIOUS, -ABLE. 

infallible inf::e·libl not liable to err. xv 
(Caxton). -F. or medL. infallibilis (Bede); 
see I:>r- 2 , FALLIBLE. So infallibi·hTY. XVII 
(A.V., Translators' Preface). 

infamous i·nf;Jmas of ill repute. XIV 
(Wyclif). - medL. infamosus, for L. infiirnis; 
see IN- 2, FAMOUS. So i·nfamY 3• XV. - (O)F. 
infamie, rep!. earlier i'infame (xiv, Vsk) 
- OF. infame- L. infamia. 

infant i·nfant child, (now) young child XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); (after legal AN.) minor XVI. 
Late ME. enfaunt (with early assim. to L.) 
- (O)F. enfant oco Pr. enfan, Sp., It. infante 
:- L. infant-, -fans, sb. use of infiins unable 
to speak, f. in- IN- 2 +prp. ofjiiTi speak; see 
FABLE, -ANT. So i·nfancY. xv. - L. infantia. 
infa·nte xvr/infa·nta XVII prince/princess 
of Spain or Portugal. - Sp., Pg. i·nfantiLE. 
XVII. -F. or L. i·nfantiNE1. XVII. -F. 
i'hifantin, var. of (O)F. enfantin. infantRY 
i·nfantri (coli.) foot-soldiers. XVI. -F. 
infantm·ie- It. infanteria, f. infante youth, 
foot-soldier. 

infatuate inf::e·tjueit tturn (a thing) to 
folly; make foolish, possess with foolish 
passion. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. it!fatuiire, f. 
in- IN-1 -f-jatuus FATLOUS; see -ATE 3• 

infect infe·kt affect with disease; taint, de
prave XIV (Ch.); imbue, esp. injuriously xv; 
tdye, stain xv. f. inject-, pp. stem of L. 
inficere dip in, stain, taint, spoil, f. in- IN-1 + 
facere put, Do1. So infe·cnoN. XIV (Tre
visa). - (O)F. or late L.; in Celtic grammar 
after modL. (Zeuss, r853). Hence infe·c
tiOUS. XVI. infe·ctiVE. XIV (Trevisa). 
- medL. (in L. in n.pl. injectiva dyes). 

infeft infe·ft (Sc. law) var. of ENFEOFF with 
t from pt. and pp. So infe·ftMENT. xv. 

infer inf5•J tbring about, induce; tbring 
in, introduce; draw as a conclusion; imply. 
XVI. - L. inferre bear or bring in, inflict, 
make (war), cause, in medL. infer, f. in 
IN-1-'r-ferre BEAR. So inferENCE i·nfarans. 
XVI (Hooker, Bacon). - medL. itiferentia 
(Abelard), rep!. L. illati6. 

inferior infi;J·riaJ lower xv (in physical 
sense now chiefly techn.); of lower or low 
degree XVI; sb. XVI. - L. inferior, compar. 
of inferus low, corr. (with super!. infimus) to 
Skr. ddharas, adhamds; see UNDER, -!OR. 

infernal inf5·mal pert. to hell XIV (Ch.); 
hellish, diabolical xv (Lydg.); (colloq.) 
execrable XVIII. - (O)F. itifernal- Christian 
L. inferniilis (Prudentius), f. infernus, parallel 
to inferus as supernus SUPERNAL to superus 



INFEST 

(inferntthe shades, inferna the lower regions, 
in Christian use infernus hell); see -AL1• 

infest infe·st tattack, assail xv; trouble with 
hostile attacks, swarm in xvn. - (O)F. in
fester or L. infestdre, f. infestus hostile, un
safe, perh. lit. 'directed against', f. in against 
(IN 2)+-festus, as in manifestus MANIFEST. 

infidel i·nfidal non-Christian xv (Malory); 
professed unbeliever XVI. -F. injidele or L. 
infidelis unfaithful, (eccl.) unbelieving, f. in
IN-'+fidelis faithful, f. fides FAITH. So in
fideliTY infide-Jiti. XVI. - (O)F. or L. 

infiltrate i·nfiltreit introduce or permeate 
by filtration. XVIII. f. IN-1 +FILTRATE, after 
F. injiltrer (Pare). So infiltrA·TION. XVIII. 

infinite i·nflnit (arch.) unlimited in number 
XIV (Ch.); having no limit or end xv. - L. 
infinitus; see IN- 2, FINITE. So infinitesimAL 1 

i:nfinite·simal reciprocal of an infinite quan
tity; indefinitely small. XVIII. f. modL. infi
nitesimus, f. L. infinitus, after centesimus 
hundredth. infinitiVE infi·nitiv (gram.). 
XVI (Whitington, Palsgr.). - L. infinit'ivus, 
f. in- IN- 2 +finith·us definite; in Quintilian 
and Priscian injinitus modus 'unlimited 
mood', in Diomedes infinitivus 'because it 
has no definite persons or numbers' ; tr. Gr. 
aoptaros. infi·niTUDE. XVII (Milton). f. L. 
infinitus, after magnitudo, multitildo. infi·n
ITY. XIV (PP!., Ch.). - (O)F.- L. 

infirm inf;'j•Jm tweak, unsound XIV (Ch.); 
not firm, irresolute XVI ; weak through age 
or illness XVII (Sh.). - L. infirmus; see IN-2 , 

FIRM1• So infi·rmARY. XVII (Bacon, Pepys). 
- medL. injirmdria (sc. domus), f. L. injirmus. 
In XVIII the common name for a public hos
pital ; hence the traditional name of some 
provincial hospitals. infi·rmiTY. XIV (Bar
bour, Wycl. Bible). - L.; cf. F. infirmite. 

infix i·nfiks (philo!.) element inserted in 
the body of a word. XIX. f. pp. stem of L. 
injigere; see IN-1, FIX. 

inflame inflei·m set on fire, lit. and fig. XIV 
(R. Rolle, Wycl. Bible); make feverish or 
morbidly hot XVI ; aggravate xvn. ME. in
flaume, -flamme- (O)F. enflammer :- L. in
flammare, f. in IN-1 +flamma FLAME. So in
flammATION infl:Jmei·Jan. XVI. - L.; so F. 

inflate inflei-t blow out as with air. XVI. f. 
pp. tinflate (xv)- L. inflatus, pp. of injlare, 
f. in lN-1 -'rflare BLOW. So inflA"TI0:--1. XIV 
(R. Rolle). - L. 

inflect infle-kt bend xv; (gram.) vary the 
termination of xvn ; modulate the tone of 
XIX. - L. inflectere, f. in- IN-1 +flectere bend 
(see FLEXION). infleXION, infleCTION in
fle·kJan bending, curvature XVI; modulation 
of voice XVI; (gram.) modification ofform in 
declension, etc. xvu. - (O)F. or L. 

inflexible infle·ksibl not FLEXIBLE, unbend
ing; rigidly fixed. XIV. - L.; see IN- 2• 

inflict infli·kt lay (blows, suffering) upon XVI 
(Sh.); assail withxvi. f. inflict-, pp. stem of L. 
infligere, f. in IN-1 + fligere (cf. AFFLICT, CON
FLlCT). So infti·cTION. XVI (More). -late L. 

INFRA DIG. 

inflorescence infl5re·s;Jns arrangement of 
flowers in a plant. XVI. - modL. inflo
rescentia (Linnleus), f. late L. inflorescere 
come into flower; see IN-1, FLORESCENCE. 

influence i·nfluans (astrol.) emanation of 
ethereal fluid from the heavens affecting 
mankind xrv (Ch., Trevisa); tinfusion of 
power; tinflux xv (Lydg.); insensible action 
of one on another XVI (Sh.); power of ascen
dancy M'er xvr (Sh.). - (O)F. influence or 
medL. influentia (whence also Pr., Sp. in
fluencia, It. influenza), f. prp. of L. influere 
flow in, f. in IN-1 +fluere flow (cf. FLUID); 
see -ENCE. In the astrol. use medL. influentia 
succeeded to late L. influxus (stellarum of the 
stars); in scholL. it acquired the sense 'exer
tion of power'. Hence in·fluence vb. xvn; 
cf. F. influencer (1792). So influe·ntiAL. 
XVI. f. medL. influentia. 

influenza infiue·nza contagious epidemic 
febrile disorder. XVIII (':-.;-ews from Rome 
of a contagious Distemper raging there, 
call'd the Influenza', I743). -It. influenza 
INFLUENCE, used spec. for visitation or out
break of an epidemic (e.g. influenza di catarro, 
influenza di febbre scarlattina), hence absol. 
epidemic, and esp. 'the epidemic' of I743· 

influx i·nflAks flowing in; continuous in
gression. XVII (Bacon). - F. influx or late L. 
influxus, f. influere flow in; see I:--1-', FLUX. 

inform inf5·Jm tgive form to XIV (R. Man
ning); give a character to, imbue, inspire 
XIV (Wyclif); furnish with knowledge XIV 
(R. Mannyng, R. Rolle); give knowledge of 
a thing to (a person) XIV (Ch.); tinstruct in 
XIV (R. Rolle). ME. enfo(u)rme- OF. en
fo(u)rmer (mod. informer)- L. informare 
shape, form an idea of, describe, f. in- rN- 1+ 
forma FOR:\!. So info·rmA:<IT. XVII. in
formA·TION action of informing xrv (Ch., 
Trevisa, Gower); (leg.) charge or complaint 
against a person xv. - (O)F.- L. 

infra- i·nfr;l prefix repr. L. infra adv. and 
prep. below, underneath, found occas. in 
comp. in late and medL., e.g. infriiforeanus 
situated beneath the forum, infram!lranus 
lying within the walls, on the model of which 
are made formations such as infra-axillary 
below the axilla (infra axillam), inframam
mary below the breasts (infra mammas); it is 
extended to denotation of a condition, as in 
infrabestial below (that of) the beasts; it is 
attrib. or adverbial in injraposition, etc.; 
i:nfralapsa·rian (theol.) pert. to the view 
that God's election of some was consequent 
to his prescience of the Fall of Man. xvm ; 
L. lapsus fall, LAPSE. infra-re·d, applied to 
the rays that lie beyond the red end of the 
spectrum. XIX. 

infraction infrre·kJan violation, infringe
ment. XVII. - L. infractio(n-), f. infract-, 
infringere !:>!FRINGE; cf. FRACTION. 

infra dig. infr;ldi·g. xrx (Scott). abbrev. of 
L. infra dignitatem beneath (one's) dignity. 
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INFRINGE 

infringe infri·nd3 break into, violat·~. XVI. 
- L. infringere, f. in- IN-'+frangere break 
(see FRACTION). 

infundibulum infAndi·bjul~m (anat.) fun
nel-shaped part in the body. XVIII. L., f. 
i1!fundere INFUSE. 

infuse infju ·z pour in xv; instil ; steep xvr. 
f. infiis-, pp. stem of L. infzmdere, f. in IK- 1 

<< 

fundere pour (sec Fcsro:-;). So infu·sro:-: xv; 
concr. xvr. - (O)F. or L. 

infusoria infjus5-ri;, (zoo!.) class of proto
zoa, so called because found in infusions of 
decaying matter. XVIII. sb. use (sc. animal
cztla) of n.pl. of modL. *infusorius, f. l'nfus-; 
see prec. and -IA 2, -ORIOUS. 

-ing1 if) suffix fom1ing derivs. orig. of verbs, 
primarily nouns of action, but subsequently 
developed in application and meaning in 
various ways: OE. -ung and -ing (which 
superseded the more frequent -ung in early 
1\'IE.) =c OFris. -wzge, -inge, -enge, OS. 
-unga, MLG., :\1Du. -inge, Du. -ing, OIIG. 
-unga (G. -ung), ON. -ung, -ing (not known 
in Gothic and with no cogns. outside Germ.). 
In OE. the earliest and. commonest use of 
the suffix is in formations from weak verbs, 
e.g. iicsung asking (f. iicsian ask), cidung, -ing 
rebuke (f. Cidan blame, chide), feeling (f. 
fedan feed), leornung learning, study (f. 
leornian), macung (f. rnacian do, 'L\KE), 
sorgung (f. sorgian grieve). Extension to 
strong verbs began in OE., e.g. bvecung 
breaking, eting eating, hleapung leaping, 
zvrtting; and before r zoo the suffix wa.; used 
with verbs of any class, whether native or 
adopted. Formation on advs. by ellipsis of 
a verbal notion is typified by inning, offing, 
outing, (swan-)upping, homing. !\once-words 
are freely formed on words and phrases of 
many kinds, e.g. oh-oh-ing, hear-hear-ing, 
how-d'ye-doing, to-and-fm-ing. 

In OE. itself was developed the notion of 
a completed action or process or the result 
of this, (whence) habit, art, e.g. bletsung, 
-ing blessing, benediction, gaderung coilec-· 
tion, assembly, leormmg learning, study, 
tidung tidings, zveddung betrothal, wedding; 
transference to concrete or material accom
paniment or product of a process followed, 
as in bedding bed-clothes, eardung dwelling, 
imzung contents, revenue, (ge)meting meet
ing, assembly, convention, offruug sacrifice, 
sceazcung spectacle, show; from try;nman 
strengthen, confim1, array (TRIM), was 
formed trymming with the series of r.:J.ean
ings 'strengthening', 'foundation', 'con
firmation', 'edification', 'edifying m<.tter'. 
Further extensions are: the addition of the 
suffix to the names of things used or dealt 
with, or the persons engaged in an action, 
e.g. blackbcnying, fowling, gardening, hop
ping (hop-picking), nutting; buccaneering, 
soldiering; its use to designate a material 
thing in which the action or result is em
bodied, e.g. a writing on the wall, the cover
ing of a chair, the landing of a stairc~.se, a 

-lNG 

winding in a river; the collective designation 
of material used, e.g. carpeting, edging, sheet
ing, trimming, trousering. The existence of 
a parallel sb. of the same form as the verb 
(as in clothes/clothing, railfrailing) has led to 
the creation of -ing-forms without a corre
sponding verb, as coping, piping, scaffolding, 
tubing. Individualized use, with consequent 
pluralization, began early and became pro
minent in later periods, e.g. a long sitting, 
three sittings; a bad beginning but a happy 
ending; an outing, frequent outings. In some 
plurals the concr. usc appears almost exclu
sively, e.g. earnings, filings, hangings, hous
ings, innings, lea'vings, trappings. EVENING 
and MORNING are special formations. 
b. The outstanding development of the 

verbal sb. in -ing is its use as a gerund, so 
that it may be qualified by adjs. and advs. 
and may take an object and a predicative 
noun or adj., e.g. the habit of rising early, en
gaged in building a house, you being strangers 
and so much alike; (with an object and predi
cated pp.) after having written a letter. The 
germ of such constructions may be seen in 
such OE. comps. as iij;szverung swearing of 
oaths,jeaxfallung falling-out of hair, mynster
clxr.sung purification of a church, xfenrxding 
lection in the evening, iitspiwung expectora
tion, where the first el. is a sb. in subjective, 
objective, or adverbial relation, or an adverb, 
and i:l such constructions as oftrxdlice 
rxdinga hiiligm bOca frequent readings of 
holy books (objective genitive). The attrib. 
use of the gerund, as in breeding place, count
ing house, dancing lesson, feeding ground, 
living room, mounting block, sinking fund, 
thanksgiving day, zvinning post, has its ante
cedent models in the earliest periods; e.g. 
OE. ceuningstozv birthplace, huntingspere 
hunting-spear, zc·ritingfej;er pen, l\1E. gret
inng zcord salutation (Orm); the variety of 
application already in OE. is illustrated 
by leonzungcild pupil, -cniht disciple, -mann 
student, -cr<eft scholarship, -hiis school. 

-ing 2 if) suffix of the prp., :ME. alteration 
of OE. -ende, later -inde, in late ;\ihb. -ande 
(after OK) = OFris., OS. -and (Du. -md), 
OHG. -anti, -cnti, -onti (G. -end), 0~. 
-andi, Goth. -ands, corr. to L. -ant- -ANT, 
-ent- -E:-.:T, Gr. -ant-, Skr. -ant-. The forms 
-inde, -ende continued in the Kentish area 
till XIY, but from the end of XII there was a 
general tendency to assim. -inde to -Il'<G1, 
perh. partly through assoc. with AN., (O)F. 
-ant, which is the ending of both prps. and 
gerunds (-ant repr. both L. -antem, -entem 
and -andum, -endum). Several words ofppl. 
origin or nature are used only or mainly as 
adjs., e.g. cunning, daring, hulking, lumping, 
nonjuring, strapping, m·ingeing, topping, un
m,ailing, U'illing; others (mostly of F. origin) 
are prepositions, viz. concerning, during, ex
cepting, notwithstanding, pending, touching. 

As a morphological feature the prp. enters 
into the formation of the tenses with the 
verb be, variously known as progressive, 
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continuous, indefinite: e.g. I am coming, 
They were fighting ; the use is found in the 
earliest OE. 

-ing3 iiJ suffix forming masc. sbs. based on 
sbs. or adjs. with the sense 'one belonging to 
or of the kind of . .', 'possessing the quali
ties of . .', as a patronymic 'one descended 
from . .'; OE. -ing (corr. to OHG. -ing, ON. 
-ingr, -ung1·) as in: repeling ATHELING, cyning 
KING, ierming, earming poor wretch, fiyming 
fugitive, hiiring whoremonger, lytling little 
one; patronymics, as lEpelwulfingjWodening 
son of lEthelwulf/Woden; gentile names, as 
Centingas men of Kent, Reading as (Reading), 
Gomorringas people of Gomorra ; names of 
coins, pending, penning PENNY, stilling SHIL
LING; fractional parts, fear ]Jing FARTHING, 
thriding RIDING (of ON. origin); ME. efening 
equal (Orm) is- ON.jafningi. Other words, 
of various ages from OE. onwards, chiefly 
names of animals and fruits, are biffin (beef
ing), bunting, gelding (of ON. origin), golding, 
herring (OE.), thilding, jenneting, sweeting, 
whiting (OE.), wilding. 

inga i·IJga plant of a (chiefly S. Amer.) 
genus allied to Mimosa. XVIII (P. Browne). 
Tupi. 

ingeminate ind3e·mineit utter twice, re
iterate. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. ingeminiire 
redouble, repeat, f. in IN-1 + geminiire 
GEMINATE. 

ingenio ind3i;niou (hist.) sugar factory in 
theW. Indies. XVI (Hakluyt). - Sp. ingenio 
inxe·nio ENGINE (i. de azucar sugar-mill). 

ingenious ind3i·ni;;~s tof high intellectual 
capacity xv ; skilful in invention XVI ; tused 
for INGENUOUS XVI. -F. ingenieux or L. in
geniiisus, f. ingenium; see ENGINE, -IOUS. 

ingenue e3enu artless (young) woman. XIX. 
F., fern. of ingenu- L. ingenuus (see next). 

ingenuous ind3e·nju:Js tnoble-minded; 
honourably straightforward XVI; free-born 
XVII. f. L. ingenuus native, inborn, free
born, noble, frank, f. IN-1+ *gen-, base of 
gignere beget; see KIN, -uous. So ingenuiTY 
ind3injii ·iti A. tfree-born condition; tnobi
lity of character; ingenuousness (now rare); 
B. tintellectual capacity XVI; skill in con
triving xvn. - L. ingenuitiis; cf. F. ingenuite, 
It. ingenuita. The uses of branch B are 
peculiarly Eng. for ingeniosity or *ingeniety, 
and depend on the confusion of INGENIOUS 
and ingenuous in XVI-XVII. 

ingle i·I)gl (Sc., etc.) fire, flame, hearth. XVI 
(Dunbar). perh. - Gael. aingeal fire, light. 

ingot i·IJg;:,t, -g:Jt tmould in which metal is 
cast XIV (Ch.); mass of cast metal xv. Origin 
obscure; form and meaning suggest deriv. 
from IN 1 and OE. goten, pp. of geotanpour, 
cast in metal (cf. ingeoti_ng inpouring, ingyte 
infusion), rei. to L. fundere (see FUSION); 
parallel forms are G. einguss infusion, ingot, 
Sw. ing6te neck of a mould for metals, and 
the vbs. Du. ingieten, Sw. ingjuta. t;!f Hence 
F. lingot (xv) for l'ingot, whence medL. 
lingiitus, Sp. lingote, Pg. linhQta. 

INIQUITY 

ingrained ingrei·nd, (before a sb.) i·ngreind. 
XVI. var. of engrained; see ENGRAIN; cf. AL. 
ingriiniitus (XIV). 

ingratiate ingrei·Jieit tbring into favour; 
ref!., get oneself into favour. XVII (Bacon). 
f. L. phr. in griitiam into favour (see GRACE) 
+-ATE 3 , after It. tingratiare, ingraziare. 

ingredient ingri·di;mt something that 
enters into the formation of a compound or 
mixture, XV. - prp. of L. ingredi enter, f. 
in- IN- 1 +gradi step, go: see GRADE, -ENT; 
cf. F. ingredient (xvx, Pare). Primarily in 
medical use; the pl. was spelt i'ingredience 
XVI-XVII (cf. ACCIDENCE). 

ingress i·ngres entrance. xv. - L. ingressus, 
f. pp. stem of ingredi; see prec. So ingres
SION -e· j:Jn entrance, invasion. -xv (Hard
ing). ingre·ssiVE entering in. xvn (gram. 
inceptive). 

inguinal i·IJgwinal pert. to the groin. XVII. 
- L. inguiniilis, f. inguin-, inguen (swelling in 
the) groin = Gr. aden (:- *ygzven-) gland, 
ON. okkr (:- *eykwaz) tumour; see -AL'. 

ingurgitate ing;l·;rd3iteit swallow greedily. 
XVI (Levins). f. pp. stem of L. ingurgitiire, 
f. in I~- 1+gurgit-, gurges whirlpool, gulf. 
So ingurgitA·TION. XVI (Elyot). 

inhabit inh~:e·bit dwell in, dwell. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). ME. en-, inhabite- OF. enhabiter 
or L. inhabitiire, f. in IN-1+habitiire (see 
HABIT). 

inhale inhei·l breathe in. XVIII (Pope). - L. 
inhiiliire, f. in- IN-1 + hiifdre (cf. EXHALE). So 
inhalA·noN. xvn. - medL. 

inhere inhia·.r exist as an attribute in XVI; 
tremain fixed inxvn. - L. inh<erere, f. IN-1 + 
hrerere; cf. ADHERE. So inhe·rENT. XVI. 

inherit inhe·rit i'make heir; take or receive 
as heir. XIV. ME. en(h)erite- OF. enheriter, 
f. en- IN-1 +ht!riter :-late L. hereditdre, f. 
hered-, heres HEIR. So inhe·ritANCE. XIV 
(Gower). -AN. inheritaunce. inhe·ritoR'. 
XV. inhe·riTRIX. XVI. 

inhibit inhi·bit (eccl. law) forbid, interdict 
xv; restrain XVI. f. inhibit-, pp. stem of L. 
inhibere hold in, hinder, f. in- IN- 1 +habere 
hold (see HABIT). inhibi·TION. XIV. - OF. 
or L. 

inhu·man, inhuma·ne. xv (-ayn, Caxton). 
-F. or L.; see IN-2 , HUMAN, HUMANE. in
huma•nJTY. xv (Caxton). - F. or L. 

inhume inhjii·m bury. XVII. - L. inhumiire, 
f. in IN-1+humus ground (cf. HUMBLE and 
EXHUME). So inhumA·noN. XVII. - F. 

inimical ini·mibl unfriendly, hostile. XVII. 
-late L. inimfciilis, f. iuimicus; see ENEMY, 
-AL1 • g t Iuimicous (xvx) and tinimicitious 
(XVII; f. L. inimicitia enmity) were earlier 
attempts to naturalize the adj. 

iniquity ini·kwiti unrighteousness. XIV. 
-OF. iniquite- L. iniquitiis, f. iniquus, f. 
in- IN-"+requus just, righteous (see EQUITY). 
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initial ini·f;:>l pert. to a or the beginning. 
xvr. - L. initiiilis, f. initium beginning, f. 
init-, pp. stem of inire enter upon, begin, f. 
in IN-1+ire go, rei. to Skr. hi he goes, imas 
we go, Gr. dmi I shall go, imen we go, iiisi 
they go; see -AL1. So initi·ATE3• XVII. ini
tiA·TION. XVI (Stubbes). - L. ini·tiAT!VE 
sb. XVIII. - F. ini·tiATORY. XVII. 

inject ind3e·kt drive or force in. XVII 
(Holland). f. inject-, pp. stem of L. inicere 
throw in, f. in IN-1+jacere throw (see ADJA
CENT), rei. to Gr. hienai throw, cast, 3r send 
forward. So inje·cnoN. xvr. -F. or L. 

Injun i·nd3;:>n colloq. and dial. U.S. form of 
INDIAN. XVII (Ingin, Engiane, later Indjon). 

injunction ind3A'IJkf;m authoritative or 
emphatic admonition. xvr. - late L. in
junctio(n-), f. injunct-, injungere ENJOIN; see 
-TION. So inju·nctiVE. XVII; cf. F. ir.jonctif. 

injury i·nd3;,ri wrongful action XI\'; loss, 
damage xv; tinsult, affront XVI. - AN. 
injurie (mod. injure insult) - L. injt!ria, sb. 
use of fern. of inj!lrius unjust, wron;~ful, f. 
in- IN-"+jt!r-, jz!s right; see JURY, -Y3• So 
injurrous ind3u;:>·ri;}s. xv(Henryson). -F. 
or L. 

ink ii]k fluid used in writing and printing 
XIII ; black fluid secreted by cuttle-fish, etc. 
XVI. lVIE. enke, later inc(k), inke- OF. enque 
(mod. encre) :-late L. e·ncautum, e·ncaustum 
(which with stress encau·stum gave Pr. en
caust, It. inchiostro)- Gr. egkauston purple 
ink used by Greek and Roman emperors for 
their signatures, f. egkaiein bum in (see 
ENCAUSTIC); cf. Jewish F. anket, (M)Du. 
inkt. Comp. i·nkHORN vessel (orig. a horn) 
for holding ink XIV; cf. Du. tinkthoren; 
i. term, learned or literary word XVI (Bale). 
Hence ink vb. xvr. inkY1• xvr. 

inlde i·I]kl linen tape or thread. xvr. Of 
unkn. origin. 

inkling i·I]kliiJ faint mention or report XIV; 
hint xvr. f. ME. inkle utter in an undertone 
(XIV), of unkn. origin j--ING1• 

in-law i·nl5 relative by marriage. XIK. sb. 
use of phr. denoting connexion by marriage, 
e.g. brother-in-law (c. 1300) sister's husband, 
father-in-law (xiv, Ch.) wife's father; after 
AN. en ley, OF. enloi (de mariage) 'in law (of 
marriage)'; also used of step-relationship. 

inlet i·nlet (prob. after OUTLET) sma] arm 
of the sea, creek XVI; f. phr. let in (LET1 ) 

(arch.) admissionxvn. (jf ~orth.ME. inlate 
admission (XIII-XIV) is a distinct word. 

inly i·nli (arch.) inwardly; closely, fully. 
OE. in(n)lice, f. inn IN1 (adv.)+-LY 2

• 

inmate i·nmeit tlodger, subtenant; (fdlow) 
occupier or occupant. xvr. prob. o:c·ig. f. 
INN dwelling (later assoc. with IN1) +MATE. 

inmost i·nmoust, -m;:>st most inward. XIV. 
Earlier ME. imnest, in(ne)mast :- OE. inne
mest. f. in, inne IN1 ; see -MOST. 

INQUEST 

inn in tdwelling-place OE.; hostelry, hotel; 
lodging-house for (university or law) stu
dents. XIV. OE. inn:- *innam (cf. ON. inni 
:- *innjam); f. inne IN1• 

innards i·n;udz (colloq.) see INWARD. 

innate inei·t inborn, native. xv. - L. in
niitus, pp. of inntisci (see IN-\ NATIVE). 

inner i·n;u more within or inward. OE. 
inner(r)a, in(n)ra = OFris. inra, OHG. in
naro, -ero (G. innere), ON. innri, iori; 
compar. f. IN1 (adv.); see -ER3• Hence 
ti·nnerl\10RE adv. XIII; adj. xv. ti·nnerEsT. 
XIII (Orm). i·nnerMOST. XV. 

innings i·nii)Z (cricket, etc.) portion of a 
game during which a side or player is 'in'. 
XVIII. f. IN1 adv. +pl. of -ING1 ; invariable for 
sg. and pl. in Eng. use; in U.S. a sg. inning 
is current. t]f No historical connexion with 
OE. innung contents, income, ME. and 
mod. Eng. inning enclosure, (dial.) in
gathering. 

innocent i·n;Js;:>nt free from wrong, sin, or 
guilt XIV (R. Rolle); not injurious XVII. Also 
sb. XIV. - (O)F. innocent (= It. innocente, 
etc.) or L. innocent-, -ens, f. in- IN- 2+noci!ns, 
prp. of nocere hurt, injure; see NOXIOUS, 
-ENT. So i·nnocENCE. XIV. - (O)F.- L. 
innocuous in"·kju;:>s harmless. xvr. f. L. 
innocuus, f. in--i-nocuus, f. tzocere. 

innovate i·noveit trenew, tintroduce as 
new ; bring in something new. xvr. f. pp. 
stem of L. innoviire renew, alter, f. in IN-1 + 
no·viire make ne\v, f. novus NEW; see -ATE 3• 
So innovA·TION. XVI. - L. Cf. RENOVATE. 

innuendo injue·ndou tparenthetical ex
planation or specification; oblique hint or 
suggestion. XVII. - L., 'by nodding, point
ing to, intimating', abl. gerund of innuere 
nod to, signify, f. in IN-1+nuere nod (cf. Gr. 
neuein). (jf Used in medL. as a formula in 
legal documents to introduce a precise in
ference in parenthesis, 'to wit'. 

inoculate in<J·kjuleit set in (a bud or scion), 
bud (a plant) xv; implant (a disease); im
pregnate with the virus of a disease XVIII. f. 
pp. stem of L. inoculiire engraft, implant, 
f. in IN-1+oculus EYE, bud; see -ATE3 • 

inordinate in5·Jdin;:>t irregular; immoder
ate. xrv (Ch., Trevisa). - L. inordiniitus, f. 
in- IN- 2+ordintitus, pp. of ordintire ORDAIN; 
see -ATE 2• 

inosculate in<J·skjuleit interpenetrate (trans. 
and intr.). XVII (Grew). f. IN-1 -t L. osculiire 
furnish with a mouth or outlet, after Gr. 
anastomoiln (see ANASTOMOSIS). 

inquest i·nkwest, i·IJ- legal inquiry XIII; 
jury, esp. coroner's jury XIV. lVIE. enqueste 
-OF. enqueste = Pr. enquesta, It. inchiesta 
:- Rom. *inquesta, sb. use of fern. of pp. of 
*inqzuErere ; see next. 



INQUIRE 

inquire, enquire inkwai;J·J, il)- ask about 
xrn; seek information xrv. ME. enquere 
- 0 F. enquerre (mod. new formation enqw!rir) 
= Pr. enquerre, It. tinchierere, inchiedere :
Rom. *inqurerere, for L. inquirere, f. in- IN-1 

+qu<erere ask (see QUESTION). Both prefix 
and stem-vowel were conformed to L. in xv, 
inquere, enquire, inquire. Hence inquirY 3 

inkwaia·ri, il)- investigation xv; interroga
tion XVI. Early form enquery, f. enquere; 
afterwards assim. to the later form of the vb. 

inquisition inkwizi·Jan, il)- inquiry, in
vestigation; judicial inquiry XIV; (R.C.Ch.) 
ecclesiastical tribunal (the Holy Office) XVI. 
- (O)F. inquisition- L. inqufsitio(n-) (legal) 
examination, f. inqufsit-, inquirere nsQUIRE; 
see -ITION. So inquisitiVE -i·zltiv. XIV 
(Ch.). -OF. -late L. inqui·siTOR. xvr. 
-OF.- L. 

inroad i·nroud hostile incursion, raid. XVI. 
f. IN1+RoAD in the et:ymol. sense of 'riding'. 

insane insei·n not of sound mind. xvr. 
- L. insiinus, f. in- IN- 2+siinus SANE. So 
insa·niTY. xvr. - L.; orig. insanity of mind. 

inscribe inskrai·b write in or on; (geom.) 
delineate within a figure XVI ; enrol ; mark 
with characters XVII. - L. inscribere, f. in 
IN-1 + scribere write (see SCRIPTURE). So in
scri·pTION. xrv (concr.). - L. 

inscrutable insktii:t;Jbl that cannot be 
fathomed by the mind. xv. -late L. inscrii
tiibilis (Hilary, Augustine), f. in- IN- 2 + 
scriltiiri; see SCRUTINY, -ABLE. 

insect i·nsekt (pop.) small invertebrate 
animal; (zoo!.) one of the Insecta. XVII 
(Holland). - L. insectum, pl. insecta (Pliny), 
sb. use of n. of pp. of inseciire cut into or up, 
f. in IN-1 +seciire cut (see SECTION); render
ing Gr. entomon, pl. entoma (Aristotle), sc. 
z6ion, z6ia animal(s), rei. to entemnein cut up 
or in two (cf. ATOM). 

insert ins;I·Jt set or put in. xvr. f. insert-, 
pp. stem of L. inserere, f. in IN-1 +serere 
plant, join, put into (see sow 2). So inse·r
TION. XVI. -late L. 

insessores inses;>·nz (ornith.) order of 
perching birds. XIX. modL., pl. of late L. 
insessor, f. insess-, pp. stem of insidere, f. in 
IN-1 +sedere sn. 

inset i ·nset leaf or sheet inserted. XIX. f. 
pp. inset, i.e. set in; see IN\ SET1

• 

inside insai·d sb. inner side or surface XVI; 
adj. i·nsaid XVII (Sh.); adv. XIX; prep. XVIII. 
f. IN1 (attrib.)+SIDE; cf. OUTSIDE. 

insidious insi·di;Js full of wiles, operating 
subtly. XVI. - L. insidiosus, f. insidim 
ambush, trick, rei. to insidere sit in or 
upon, be settled, f. in IN-1+sedere SIT; see 
-IOUS. 

insight i·nsait tmental vision or perception 
xrr (Orm); penetration by the understanding 
into XVI (Sidney). prob. of Scand. and LG. 
origin ; cf. Sw. insiht, Da. insigt, Du. inzicht; 
G. einsicht (xvm); comp. of IN1 and SIGHT. 

INSPIRE 

insignia insi·gni;J badges, emblems. XVII. 
L., pl. of insigne mark, sign, badge of office, 
sb. use of n. of insignis distinguished (as by 
a mark), f. in IN-1 -j--signum SIGN (cf. Gr. 
e7TtGTJJLO>); see -IA 2 • 

insinuate insi·njueit introduce indirectly 
or stealthily. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. insinuiire, 
f. in IN-1+sinuiire curve, f. sinus curve; see 
SINUOUS, -ATE3

• So insinuA·TION. XVI. - L. 

insipid insi·pid tasteless. XVII. -F. insipide 
or late L. insipidus, f. in- IN- 2 +sapidus SAPID. 
Hence or- F. insipi·diTY. XVII. 

insist insi·st fcontinue steadfastly in; dwell 
emphatically on. XVI. - L. insistere stand 
upon, persist, f. in IN-1 +sistere STAND. 

insolation insoulei·J;Jn exposure to the sun. 
xvrr. - L. insolatio(n-), f. insolare, f. in IN-1 + 
sol SUN; see -ATION. 

insolent i·ns;~l;Jnt thaughty, arrogant xrv 
(Ch.); contemptuous of dignity or authority 
XVII. - L. insolent-, -ens unusual, excessive, 
arrogant, f. in- IN- 2 -j--prp. of solere be accus
tomed; see -ENT. So i·nsolENCE. XIV (Ch.). 
- L. Cf. F. insolent, -ence (xv). 

insoluble ins;>·ljubl tindissoluble XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); that cannot be solved XIV 
(PPI.); that cannot be dissolved in liquid 
XVIII. - (O)F. or L.; see IN- 2, SOLUBLE. 

insomnia ins;>·mni;J sleeplessness. XVIII. 
- L. f. insomnis sleepless, f. in- IN- 2 +somnus 
sleep+-IA1• Anglicized finsomnie (XVII). 
(jf L. insomnium (prop.) dream, tr. Gr. 
evv7rvwv, has been irreg. used for insomnia. 

insomuch insoma·tJ tso much xrv (Wyclif, 
rare); finasmuch as; to such an extent (that) 
xv. tr. OF. en tant (que); at first alternative 
to INASMUCH, but later differentiated. 

insouciant insii:si;Jnt, II &nsusja unheeding, 
indifferent. XIX (Scott). F., f. in- IN- 2 + 
souciant, prp. of soucier care :- L. sollicitiire 
disturb, agitate (see SOLICIT). 

inspan insp<e·n (S. Africa) yoke, harness. 
XIX. - Du. inspannen, f. in IN1 +spannen 
stretch, bend, put horses to (see SPAN 2). 

inspect inspe·kt look carefully into or at. 
XVII. f. inspect-, pp. stem of L. inspicere, f. 
in IN-1+specere look (see SPECIES) or- L. 
frequent. inspectiire; cf. F. inspecter. So 
inspe·cTION. xrv (Gower). - (O)F.- L. 
inspe·ctoR1• XVII. - L. 

inspeximus inspe·ksimas (leg.) charter in 
which the grantor avouches to have in
spected an earlier charter. XVII. L., 'we 
have inspected', rst pers. pl. pt. of in
spicere INSPECT ; the first word of the 
document. 

inspire inspai;J•J infuse into the mind; im
part or suggest by divine agency; tbreathe 
xrv; breathe in XVI. - (O)F. inspirer- L. 
inspiriire, f. in IN-1 + spiriire breathe (see 



INSPISSATE 

SPIRIT). So inspirA·TION. XIV (R. Mannyng, 
R. Rolle). - (O)F. -late L. 

inspissate inspi·seit, i·nspiseit thicken. xvn 
(Bacon). f. pp. stem of late L. inspissdre, f. 
in IN-1+spissus thick, dense; see -K:E 3 • So 
inspiSSA"TION. XVII (Holland). 

install inst5·l invest with or place in an 
office, orig. by placing in an official stall XVI; 
(after F.) to place in position XIX. - medL. 
installdre, f. in I~-1 +stallum STALL; c::. (O)F. 
installer. So instaliA·TION. xvrr. - medL.; 
so F. Hence insta·lMENTl, U.S. insta·II
installation. XVI. 

instalment2, U.S. install- inst;i·lm;Jnt 
tarrangement for payment; agreed part of 
a sum to be paid XVIII; part suppli~d at a 
certain time XIX. Alteration (pro b. by assoc. 
with prec.) of earlier testalbnent, aphetic 
tstallment (xv)- AN. estalement (AL. (e)stal
lamentum), f. estaler fix (AL. stallare pay 
debts by instalments); see STALL, -MENT. 

instance i·nst;Jns urgency, urgent action 
(now in phr. at the instance of) XIV; tease 
adduced in objection or disproof; example 
in support of a general proposition ( ~ 
medL. instantia) XVI; (after Ulpian) pro
cess, suit (court of first i., i.e. of primary 
jurisdiction); hence in the first i. as the first 
step XVII. - (O)F. instance eagerness, soli
citation, judicial process, new argument 
rebutting the reply to a previous one - L. 
instantia presence, urgency, pleading or 
process, in scholL. (prop. i. contradictionis) 
objection, example to the contrary (tr. Gr. 
enstasis objection, f. enistdnai stand in the 
way, object), f. instant-, -iins INSTANT. 
Hence i·nstance vb. turge xv; cite as an 
instance XVII. 

instant i·nst;Jnt urgent xv; present (of 
time); of the current month; imminent, 
immediate XVI. - (O)F. instant assiduous, 
at hand - L. instant-, -iins, prp. of instare be 
present or at hand, urge, apply oneself to, 
f. in IN-1 +stdre STAND. As sb. point of time, 
moment xv; after medL. instiins (sc. tempus) 
present moment of time. Hence i ·nstantLY• 
turgently ; tjust now xv ; forthwith XVI ; 
after (O)F. instamment urgently, L. instanter 
urgently, pressingly. So instantA·NEOUS. 
XVII. f. medL. instantiineus, f. instant- .. after 
ecc!L. miimPnttineus. 

instate instei·t establish in a position. XVII. 
f. IN1 +sTATE sb. Cf. REINSTATE. 

instauration inst5rei·J;Jn (arch.) renova
tion, renewal. XVII. - L. instauriitio(n-), f. 
instauriire RESTORE; see IN-\ -ATION. 

instead inste·d in the place or room (of 
another), as deputy or successor XIII; in its 
stead, as a substitute XVII. orig. written as 
two words and so regularly till late XVI, 
when the conjunct form began to ap;:>ear; 
phr. in (the) stead of (see STEAD), after OF. 
en (now au) lieu de, which continued L. (in) 
loco with gen., 'in the condition or relation 
(of)'. 

INSTRUMENT 

instep i·nstep upper part of the foot be
tween toes and ankle. XVI. Earlier forms 
instep(pe), also instoppe, -stup, -stip; the 
variation in form prob. points to adoption 
of a foreign word and away from immed. 
deriv. from IN1 and STEP, though the ele
ments are ult. identical with these; for the 
sense cf. WFris. ynstap opening in a shoe 
for the insertion of the foot ('Dy skoen binne 
to nau, of to wiid, fen ynstap', the shoes are 
too narrow, or too wide, in the opening); 
also LG. instappen step in. 

instigate i·nstigeit spur or urge on. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. instigdre, f. in IN-1 +stigiire 
prick, incite, rei. to Gr. stlzein prick (;
"stigj-; cf. STIGMA); see -ATE3

• So instigA•
TION. XV. -F. or L. 

instil insti·l put in by drops; infuse gradu
ally. xvr. - L. instillare, f. in IN-1 +stillare, 
f. stilla drop; cf. DISTIL, 

instinct i·nstil]kt tim pulse xv; innate im
pulse or propensity; intuition xvr (Sh.). - L. 
instinctus instigation, impulse, f. instinct-, 
instinguere incite, impel, f. in I~-1 +stinguere 
prick (cf. DISTINCT, EXTINCT); formerly str. 
insti·nct. So insti·nct pp, tinnate XVI; tim
pelled, excited X\'H (Milton) ; imbued with 
XVIII. - L. instinctus pp. insti·nctiVE oper
ating by instinct. XVII. insti·nctiveLY2

• 

XVII (Sh.), 

institute i·nstitjiit tpurpose; established 
usage; principle(s) or element(s) of instruc
tion XVI; (after F. institut name of the insti
tution created in 1795 to replace the old 
academies) society to promote an object; 
building used for this XIX. - L. institiitum 
design, ordinance, precept, sb. use of n. of 
pp. of instituere establish, ordain, arrange, 
teach,f. iniN-1 -7-statuere set up (see STATUTE). 
So i ·nstitute vb. set up, found xv; establish 
in an office, esp. eccl. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
instituere; preceded by the pp. tinstitute 
(xrv) and the inf. tinstitue, shortened tinstue 
(xiv), - (O)F. instituer. institu·TION estab
lishment, esp. eccl. in a benefice XIV (Wyclif) ; 
established law, etc. XVI; establishment or 
organization for the promotion of an object 
XVIII. - (O)F,- L. institu·tioru.L1• XVII. 

instruct instrA·kt impart knowledge to xv; 
direct, command XVI; tput in order xvrr. f. 
instruct-, pp. stem of L. instruere set up, 
furnish, fit out, teach, f. in IN-1+struere pile 
up, build (see STRUCTURE); cf. F. instruire. 
So instru·cTION imparting of knowledge, 
teaching; direction, order. xv (Lydg.). 
- (O)F. -late L.. instru·ctiVE. XVII. in
stru·cTOR. xv. -F. -eur. 

instrument i·nstrQm;mt tool, implement 
xm (earliest of a musical instrument) ; some
thing used by an agent; means xrv; legal 
document xv. - (O)F. instrument- L, in
strzlmentum, f. instruere; see prec. and -MENT. 
So instrume·ntAL1 serving as instrument 
or means XIV (Trevisa); of music composed 
for instruments XVI; (gram.) of the case 
denoting 'with' or 'by means of' (after the 



INSUFFLATION 

Skr. name karm;za means, instrument) XIX. 
- (O)F. Hence instrume·ntahsT player on 
a musical instrument. XIX (earlier tinstru
mentist XVII; so F. -iste). i:nstrumentA·
TION composition of music for instruments. 
c. 1845. - F. (1824 Stendhal). i:nstru
menta·lrTY. XVII (Baxter). 

insutllation insAflei·J;Jn breathing upon a 
person or thing as a means of exorcism XVI ; 
(med.) blowing of air or vapour into the 
lungs, etc. XIX. -late L. insujjlatio(n-), f. 
insuffiare, f. in IN-1+suffiiire blow upon, f. 
sub SVF-+flare BLOW1 ; see -ATION. 

insular i ·nsjttl;u pert. to an island XVII; 
characteristic of islanders, as being narrow 
or prejudiced XVIII. -late L. insuliiris, f. 
insula ISLAND; see -AR. So i·nsulATE 3 con
vert into an island XVI; detach, ISOLATE (also 
electr.) XVIII. i·nsulATOR. c.18oo. 

insulin i·nsjulin specific for diabetes ex
tracted from the islands of Langerhans in 
the pancreas of animals. 1921. f. L. insula 
ISLA:'-W; see -IN1• 

insult ins.1dt glory or triumph o·ver XVI ; 
treat with scornful abuse or disrespect XVII. 
- L. insultiire, f. in IN-1 +saltare, iterative
intensive f. salire leap, jump (see SALIENT). 
So i·nsult (arch.) attack; affront xvn. - F. 
insulte or- ecclL. insultus, f. in IN-1+saltus 
leap. Earlier tinsultA'TION. XVI. -OF. 
or L. 

insuperable insjii·p;Jr;Jbl tunconquerable 
XIV (R. Rolle); unsurmountable XVII (H. 
More). -OF. or L.; see IN- 2 , SUPERABLE. 

insure inJu;J·J. xv. var. of ENSURE, with 
substitution of IN-1 for EN-\ established in 
the sense of securing payment on death or 
damage (xvn). So insu·rANCE. XVII; in 
commercial use rep!. ASSURANCE, which is 
retained in the titles of some long-estab
lished companies. 

insurgent ins;;•Jd3;>nt one who rises in 
active revolt. XVIII (Falconer). -F. tinsur
gent (xvm in connexion with the rising in 
N. America), - L. insurgent-, -ens, prp. of 
insurgere rise up (whence tinsurge XVI); see 
IN-\ SURGE, -ENT. So insurreCTION ins;>
re·kf;>n rising in arms. xv.- (O)F. -late L. 
insurrectio(n-), f. insurrect-, insurgere. 

intact int~·kt untouched, unblemished. 
xv. - L. intiictus, f. in- IN- 2+tiictus, pp. of 
tangere touch (cf. TANGENT). 

intaglio int~·ljou figure incised or en
graved; incised gem. XVII (Evelyn). It., f. 
intagliare engrave, f. in IN-1+ tagliare cut; 
cf. ENTAIL. 

intake i·nteik taking in or what is taken in, 
(dial.) place of this. f. phr. take in; see TAKE, 
IN1. (jf In north. dial. in the sense of 'inclo
sure of land' intack from XVI, earlier ')'ntauk 
(XIV, 'Selby Cartulary'). 

integer i·ntid3;>J (denoting) a whole quan
tity. XVI (Digges). - L. integer intact, EN-

INTEND 

TIRE. So i·ntegrAL1 making up a whole, 
made up of parts which constitute a unity 
XVI; (math.) xvm. - late L. integrtilis, f. 
integr-, integer. i·ntegrATE3• XVII; f. pp. 
stem ofL. integriire, f. integer. integrA·TION, 
XVII.- L. inte·griTY inte·grlti. XV.- F. or L. 

integument inte·gjfim;>nt covering, coat
ing. XVII (Chapman). - L. integumentum, f. 
integere cover; see IN-\ TEGUMENT. 

intellect i·ntilekt knowing and reasoning 
faculties of the mind. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). 
- (O)F. intellect or L. intellectus perception, 
discernment, meaning, sense, f. pp. stem of 
intellegere; see below. So intelle·cnoN 
understanding. XVII. - L. intellectio(n-). 
intelle·ctiVE pert. to the understanding. 
XV. - late L. intellectlvus ; cf. ( 0) F. intel
lectif. intelle·ctuAL 1 of the intellect; 
tspiritual, ideal XIV (Trevisa) ; tintelligent 
xv; highly gifted with understanding XIX. 
- L., f. intellectus understanding; cf. (O)F. 
intellectuel. intelle·ctuahs;-.L XIX; after 
G. intellectualismus. intelle·ctualrsT. XVII 
(Bacon). i:ntellectua·lrTY. XVII (Florio). 
-late L. (Tertullian). intelligent inte·li
d3;Jnt quick to understand. XVI (Hawes). 
- prp. of L. intelligere, -Iegere lit. choose 
among, f. inter I:--;TER-+legere pick up, 
gather, choose, read (see LECTION). So in
te·lligEXCE. XIV (Gower). - (O)F.- L.; 
hence intelligencER1 informer, spy, mes
senger XVI; as title of a newspaper XVII. 
intellige·ntsia, -tzia the 'intellectuals'. 
x.x. - Russ. intelligencija -Pol. inteligiencja 
- L. intellegentia, inte·lligrnLE. XIV (Tre
visa, Wycl. Bible). 

intemperate inte·mp;}r;Jt xv (Lydg.). - L. 
intemperiitus; see IN- 2, TEMPERATE. So in
te·mperANCE. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

intend inte·nd direct the mind or attention 
XIV (Ch., Gower); design for a purpose XVI 
(Sh.); various lit. and etymol. senses have 
been current, ME. entende, in- - (O)F. 
entendre, tintendre ( ~ Pr. entendre, Sp. en
tender, It. intend ere; in the Rom. langs. the 
sense 'hear' is common) - L. intendere ex
tend, direct, intend, promote, f. in IN-1+ 
tendere stretch, TEND1• So inte·ndANT 
superintendent, manager (chiefly F. offi
cials). XVII (Evelyn). -F. - L. prp. of 
intendere. inte·ndED1 purposed, designed; 
sb. intended spouse XVIII. inte·ndMENT 
tunderstanding, meaning XIV (Ch., Gower); 
(leg.) XVI. - (O)F. entendement, f. entendre. 
inte·nse existing m a very high degree. XIV 
(intense cold, Maund.). - (O)F. intens(e) or 
L. intensus stretched, tight, violent, pp. of 
intendere; hence inte·nsiFY. XIX (Cole
ridge). inte·nsroN tension, intentness, in
tensity xvn ; internal content of a concept 
XIX CW. Hamilton). inte·nsiVE tintense XVI; 
relating of or pert. to intensity; intensifying 
XVII (also irreg. intensative, intensitive XIX); 
)(extensive XIX. inte·nt1 intention XIII 
(AncrR.); end proposed XIV (R. Rolle; obs. 
exc. in phr. to all intents XVI). ME. entent 
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INTER 

- 0 F. entent :- L. intentus, and .entente 
- (O)F. entente :- Rom. *intenta, f. pp. of 
L. intendere. inte·nt 2 earnestly attentive or 
bent upon. XVII. - L. intentus, pp. of inten
dere. inte·nTI@N tunderstanding; tmean
ing, import; purpose XIV; (logic) direction 
of the mind to an object, conception (medL. 
tr. of Aviccnna) XVI; (theol.) XVII. ME. en
tencion- OF. entencion (mod. intention)- L. 
inte·ntionAL1• xvr. -F. -ionnel or medL. 

inter1 int:i· .I bury. XIV (R. Mannyng), ME. 
enter(re)- (O)F. enterrer = Pr., Sp. enterrar, 
It. interrare- Rom. *interrare, f. in IN-1 -!-
terra earth (cf. Ir., \V. tir country), rep!. L. 
inhumdre INHUME. The sp. was remodelled 
on L. Hence inte·rMENT. XIV. 

inter 2 i·nt;J.I L. prep. 'between', 'among' 
(cogn. with UNDER), occurring in a f·~w L. 
phrases current in Eng.: inter alia (ei·li;J) 
among other things, inter nos (nom•) be
tween ourselves, inter se (si) among them
selves. 

inter- i·nt;JJ, int:i•J L. prep. (see prec.), 
repr. in F. by entre- (see ENTER-), used as a 
prefix with the senses: (I) between, in be
tween, in the midst, as in intercaltire, -cedere, 
-ponere, -venire, whence INTERCALARY, INTER
CEDE, INTERPOSE, 1::-iTERVENE, interdi,;italis 
lying between the fingers, INTERREGNUM, 
intervallum INTERVAL; (2) at intervals, as in 
intermittere INTERMIT; (3) with preventive 
or destructive effect, as in intercipere I:'ITER
CEPT, interdicere (see INTERDICT), interficere 
kill (f. facere D01). The earliest adoptions of 
such words in Eng. came through F. :forms 
with entre- (e.g. entrechange, enterfere), but 
in XVI remodelling of these forms on the L. 
inter- began, and at the same time the use 
of the prefix was widely extended in com
bination with various radicals, and function
ing as adj. or as adv. Meanwhile the prefix 
had acquired a mutual or reciprocal sense 
(a trace of which is found in late L. inter
mutatis manibus with crossed hands), illus
trated by intercommunion, interdependence, 
-ent, intermarriage, -marry, intermingle, inter
play, the like of which are numerous. The 
other large group of comps. in which inter
has become a living formative is tl:.at in 
which it governs prepositionally (with the 
senses 'between', 'among', and 'forming a 
link between', 'belonging in common to') the 
sb. implied in the radical part of the comp., 
on the model of late L. interamnus placed be
tween rivers (amnis river), intermilralis situ
ated between walls (milrus wall), as in many 
gen. and techn. words like interalveolar, 
intercolonial, intercollegiate, interdenomina
tional, interdental, international, interstellar, 
intervocalic. The prefix enters freely into 
combination with sbs. to form attrib. ph:cases, 
as in inter-county match. 

intercalary int;i· Jkgl;Hi inserted at intt~rvals 
(in the calendar) XVII; intervening XVIII. 
- L. intercalarius, -calaris, f. intercalare (cf. 
CALENDS. COUNCIL) proclaim the insertion 

INTERFERE 

of a day, etc., in the calendar, from pp. stem 
of which is inte·rcalATE 3 • XVII; so inter
calA·TioN. XVI (- F. or L.). 

intercede int;usi·d tcome between XVI; 
intervene on behalf of another XVII. - (O)F. 
or L. intercedere, f. inter INTER--!--cedere go. 
So interce·ssiON. xvr (Dunbar, Tindale). 
- (O)F. or L. interce·SSOR'. XV. - L.; 
hence interce·SSORY, XVI. 

intercept int;use·pt seize on the way from 
one place to another, cut off (a person or 
thing). XVI. f. intercept-, pp. stem of L. 
intercipere, f. inter INTER-+ capere take, seize 
(see HEAVE). So interce·pTION. XVI (Sh.). 
-F. or L. 

intercha·nge exchange mutually. XIV (Ch.). 
Late ME. enterchaunge- OF. entrechangier; 
see INTER-, CHANGE. Hence as sb. XVI. So 
intercha·ngeABLE. xv. -OF.; -ABLY. xrv; 
after AN. entrechaungeablement. 

intercommu·nicate have mutual com
munication. XVI. - AL. ; see INTER-, COM
MUNICATE. So tinterCO'MMON XV (Lydg.), 
-COMi\1U'NE XIV (Ch.). -AN. entrecomuner. 

intercourse i·nt;uk5;J.Is mutual dealings 
xv; social or spiritual communication XVI. 
Earlier entercourse- (O)F. entrecours- L. 
intercursus (in class. L. only in abl.), f. inter
currere run between or among, intervene; 
see INTER-, COURSE. 

interdict i·nt;udikt (eccl.) sentence debar
ring the faithful from church functions and 
privileges xm ; authoritative prohibition or 
decree XVII. ME. entredit- OF. entredit- L. 
interdictum (to which the Eng. word was 
assim. XVI), sb. use of n. of pp. of interdicere 
interpose by speech, forbid by decree, f. 
inteTINTER- +dicere say (see DICTION). Hence 
interdi·ct vb. XIII; after OF. entredire- L. 
interdicere. 

interest i·nt;Jrest, i·ntn!st A. (legal) concern 
or right in XV; advantageous or detrimental 
relation XVI ; matter in which persons are 
concerned XVII ; feeling of one concerned 
xvm; B. tin jury, damages; money paid for 
use of money lent xvr. Late ME. alt. of 
tinteresse, tent(e)resse (Ch.), partly by addi
tion of parasitic t, partly by assoc. with 
OF. interest damage, loss (mod. interet), app. 
sb. use of L. interest it makes a difference, 
concerns, matters, 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. 
of interesse differ, be of importance, f. inter 
INTER--!--esse BE (the history is, however, 
obscure). So i·nterest vb. invest with a title 
or share; cause to have or take an interest 
XVII; affect with a feeling of concern XVIII. 
Alteration of tinteress vb. xvr. - F. interes
ser tdamage, concern, f. L. interesse; ppl. 
adj. i·nterestED1 (XVII) was preceded by 
tinteressed (xvi)- F. interesse. i·nterest
ING2. xvm. timportant (Shaftesbury), apt 
to excite interest (Sterne); cf. F. interessant. 

interfere int;ufi::~· ~ strike the inside of the 
fetlock with the hoof of the opposite foot, 



INTERIM 

knock one leg against another XVI ; collide, 
clash, come into opposition, intermeddle 
with XVII; intervene XVIII. -OF. (reft.) 
s' entreferir strike each other, f. entre- INTER
+ferir :- L. ferire strike (cf. OHG. berjan, 
ON. berja). Hence interfe·rENCE. XVIII. 
interfero·METER. XIX. 

interim i·ntorim meanwhile (also ad inte
rim, per interim); intervening time, interval 
of time. XVI. - L. interim in the meantime, 
f. inter INTER-+advb. suffix -im, orig. end
ing of ace. sg. of i- stems (cf. partim partly). 

interior intio·rio.I situated (more) within. 
xv (Caxton). - L. interior inner, compar. 
adj. f. inter within (see INTER2, -!OR). 

interjection ejaculation xv; (gram.) XVI 
(Palsg.). - (O)F. interjection- L. interjec
tio(n-), f. interject-, pp. stem of intericere 
interpose, f. inter INTER-+jacere throw, cast 
(cf. ABJECT). So interje·ct vb. XVI. 

interlace into.:~lei·s. XIV (Ch.). -OF. entre
lacier; see ENTER-, INTER-, LACE vb. 

interlard into.Ilii·Jd tpass. have alternate 
layers of fat and lean; diversify by inter
mixture. XVI. Earlier enter-- (O)F. entre
larder, f. entre- INTER-+larder LARD. 

interleave into1li·v insert leaves between 
the leaves of (a book). XVII (Wood). f. 
INTER-+leaves, pl. of LEAF. Hence i·nter
LEAF. XVIII (Richardson). 

interli·ne insert between the lines. xv. 
- medL. interlineiire; see INTER-, LINE2• So 
interu·NEAR. xv. - medL. interlineiiris. 

interlocutor into.:~lo·kjut5J one who takes 
part in a conversation. XVI (Barclay). 
- modL., f. L. interloqui, -lociltio; see INTER-, 
LOCUTION. 

interloper i·ntoJloupo.I tunauthorized 
trader XVI ; one who thrusts himself into an 
affair XVII. f. INTER- (as in intermeddler)+ 
Loper (as in LANDLOPER). Hence i·nterlope 
vb. XVII. (j[ F. interlope, tinterlopre ship 
trading without authority in countries 
allotted to a merchant company, and Du., 
LG. enter/open, are from Eng. 

interlude i·nto.:~lhld light or humorous 
dramatic representation, (later XVII-XVIII) 
comedy, farce XIV; interval in the perform
ance of a play XVII; intervening time or 
space XVIII. - medL. interlildium, f. inter 
INTER-+ludus play (cf. LUDICROUS). 

interme·ddle. ME. entremedle (Ch. ; Cax
ton)- AN. entremedler = OF. entremesler; 
see INTER-, MEDDLE. 

intermediate into.:~mi·diot coming between 
two things. XVII. - medL. intermediatus, f. 
L. intermedius, f. inter INTER-+medius MID; 
cf. F. intermediat; see -ATE2 • So inter
me·diARY. XVIII ; after F. intermediaire. 

intermezzo into.Ime·dzou (mus.) piece 
intervening between two main parts of 
a composition. XIX. It. - L. intermedius 
(see prec.). 

interminable inta·.:~minobl. XIV (Ch.). -
(O)F. or late L. (j[ Earlier than terminable. 

INTERREGNUM 

intermit intoJmi-t leave off, discontinue. 
XVI. - L. intermittere, f. inter INTER-+mit
tere let go. So interMI"SSION. XVI. -F. or L. 

intern inta·m confine within prescribed 
limits of residence. XIX (c. I86s). -F. in
terner, f. interne = It. interno - L. internus 
inwa>d, internal, f. inter INTER 2 (cf. externus 
EXTERNAL). 

internal int5·mol pert. to man's inner 
nature XVI (Hawes); situated within XVI 
(Spenser) ; pert. to the thing or subject itself 
XVII. - modL. interniilis, f. internus; see 
prec., -ALl. 

interna·tional existing between nations. 
XVIII (Bentham). f. INTER-+NATION+-AL1• 

So internationale -meJiona-1, lli:trrna
sjonal revolutionary hymn composed by 
Eugi:me Pottier in r 87 I. F. (sc. chanson song). 

internecine intomi·sain attended with great 
slaughter XVII (Butler, 'Hudibras' I i 774 
internecine war, after L. internecinum bellum); 
(misinterpreted by Johnson in his Diet. as) 
mutually destructive XVIII. - L. internecinus, 
f. interneci6 general slaughter, massacre, ex
termination, f. interneciire slaughter, exter
minate, f. inter INTER-+neciire kill, rei. to 
nee-, nex violent death, nocere injure, orig. 
put to death; see NOXIOUS, -INE1 • 

internu·ncio. XVII (Milton). - It. inter
nunzio; see INTER-, NUNCIO. 

interpellation i:nto.Ipelei· Jon tpleading, 
intercession XVI ; tinterruption XVII ; (after 
modF.) interruption of the order of the day 
in the French Chamber XIX. - L. interpella
tio(n-), f. interpelliire interrupt by speaking, 
f. inter INTER-+ -pelliire thrust or direct one
self (as in appelliire APPEAL). 

interplea·der (leg.) suit pleaded between 
two parties. XVI. -AN. entrepleder, sb. use 
(see -ER5) of inf. (see INTER-, PLEAD). 

interpolate int5·.:~p;~leit alter a writing by 
the insertion of new matter, also gen. XVII; 
furbish up, alter, falsify, (math.) insert inter
mediate terms XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. inter
poliire, f. inter INTER-+-poliire, rei. to polire 
POLISH. So interpolA•TJON. XVII. 

interpose int;~.:~pou·z place between in space 
or time. XVI. - (O)F. interposer, based on 
L. interponere; see INTER-, POSE1• So inter
posr·TJON. XV. - (O)F. or L. 

interpret inta· .:~prit expound the meaning 
of. XIV (Wyclif). - (O)F. interpreter or its 
source L. interpretiiri explain, translate, f. 
interpret-, -pres agent, broker, translator, 
interpreter, f. inter INTER-+unkn. element. 
Hence inte·rpretER1 • XIV. So interpretA·
TION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

interregnum int;~ue·gn;~m ttemporary 
authority exercised during a vacancy; period 
intervening between a ruler and his suc
cessor. XVI. - L., f. inter INTER- + regnum 
REIGN. Earlier tinterreign (Bellenden), 
partly- (O)F. interregne. 



INTERROGATE 

interrogate inte·rageit ask questions of. 
xv (Caxton). f. pp. stem of L. interrogdre, 
f. inter INTER- + rogdre ask; see ROGATION, 
-ATE 3

• So interrogA"TION. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. or L. interrogATIVE -<>·gat::v. XVI 
(Whitington, Palsgr.). -late L. interro·ga
tORY. XVI (More; var. inte-rgatory XVI-XVII). 
-late L. (Tertullian). 

interrupt intarA·pt break in upon. xv 
(Lydg.). f. interrupt-, pp. stem of L. inter
rumpere, f. inter INTER-+rumpere break (see 
RUPTURE). So interru·pTION. XIV (Gower, 
Caxton). - (O)F. or L. 

interse·ct XVII j see INTER-, BISECT j SO inter
SE"CTION. XVI. 

intersperse inta.tsp;)·.ts scatter between or 
among, diversify with things at intervals. 
XVI. f. interspers-, pp. stem of L. intersper
gere j see INTER- and DISPERSE. 

interstice int;)·.tstis intervening empty 
space. XVII (preceded by the L. form). 
- late L. interstitium, f. •interstit-, pp. stem 
of intersistere, f. inter INTER-+sistere STAND. 

interval i·nta.tval period between two 
events or actions XIII (Cursor M.); open 
space between two things xv (Caxton). ult. 
- L. intervallum orig. space between ram
parts, f. inter INTER-+vallum (see WALL), 
but the earliest forms, entrewal, entervale, 
intervalle, are- OF. entreval(e), later -valle 
(mod. intervalle). 

intervene int;uvi·n tcome between XVI; 
come in in the course of an action, etc. XVII 
(Bacon). - L. intervenire, f. inter INTER- + 
venire COME. So interve·nTION. xv. -F. 
or L. 

interview i·nta.tvju meeting of persons face 
to face. XVI. Earlier form entervew(,e)- F. 
tentreveue, -vue, f. entrevoir have a gl.impse 
of, s' entrevoir see each other (f. entre J:NTER
+voir see), after vue VIEW. 

intestate inte·steit, -tit not having made a 
will. XIV (PPI.). - L. intestdtus, f. in- IN- 2 + 
testdtus, pp. of testari bear witness, make a 
will, f. testis witness; see TESTIFY, -ATE 2• 

Hence inte·stACY. XVIII. 

intestine inte·stin internal. XVI (Stewart). 
- L. intestinus, f. intus within (carr. to Gr. 
ent6s; cf. Gr. enteron, as in MESENTERY); sb. 
(esp. pl.) lower part of the alimentary canal. 
XVI. - L. intestinum, sb. use of n. of adj. 
CJI For the L. formation cf. CLANDESTINE. 

intimate i·ntimat inward, essential, in
trinsic; pert. to the inmost thoughts; dosely 
associated (also sb.). XVII. -late L. intima
tus, pp. of intimare, f. intimus inmost, f. int
o£ INTER 2 +superl. suffix (cf. Skr. dntmnas); 
see -ATE 2• Hence i·ntimACY. XVII. So 
intimATE3 i·ntimeit make known fonnally; 
indicate indirectly. XVI. f. pp. of late L. 
intimare, f. intimus. intimA'TION formal an
nouncement XV; expression by sign XVI. 
- (O)F. or late L. 

INTRICATE 

intimidate inti·mideit inspire with fear. 
xvn. f. pp. stem of medL. intimidare, f. in
IN-1+timidus TIMIDj see -ATE 3• 

intinction inti·lJkJ;:,n tdipping, infusion 
XVI; (eccl.) dipping of the bread in the wine 
at the Eucharist XIX. - late L. intinctio(n-), 
f. intingere ; see IN-\ TINCTliRE. 

intitule intai·tjiil ENTITLE (now leg. in ref. 
to acts of parliament). xv (Caxton). - (O)F. 
intituler - late L. intitulare. 

into i·ntu orig. two words and so written 
till XVI; OE. in(n) to, i.e. IN1 adv. expressing 
motion towards an object, TO prep. marking 
the place, point, or space entered, reached, 
or penetrated ; in immaterial senses referring 
to various sorts of introduction, admission, 
or adaptation. 

inTO"LERABLE. XV(Lydg.),-F. orL. j seerN- 2. 

intone intou·n recite in a singing voice xv 
(rare before XIX); sing the intonation of a 
melody XIX. - medL. intondre, f. in IN-1+ 
tonus TO~E; in XV-XVI entone- OF. entoner 
(mod. -onner). So intonA'TION opening 
phrase of a plainsong melody XVII: action 
of intoning, utterance of musical notes; 
modulation of the voice in speaking XVIII. 
- medL. intonatiii(n-); so (O)F. 

intoxicate int<>·ksikeit tpoison; stupefy 
with a drug or strong drink. XVI. f. pp. 
stem of med L. intoxiccire, f. in IN-1 + 
L. toxicum poison; see TOXIC, -ATE3• So 
intoxiCA'TIO!'i. xv. -F. or medL. 

intra- i·ntr;l prep., 'on the inside', 'within' 
(f. in m 2+-trd as in EXTRA-) used occas. in 
late L. as prefix, as in intrtimzircinus lying 
within the walls; taken up in Eng. techn. 
language in XIX in similar formations, e.g. 
intralo·bular within the lobe(s). 

inTRA"CTABLE. xvr. -F. or L.; see IN- 2. 

intrados intrei·d<>s (archit.) lower curve of 
an arch. XVIII. -F. intrados, f. L. intra 
INTRA-+ F. dos back (cf. DOSSAL). 

intransigent intne·nsid3ant, -tne·nz- un
compromising. c. r882. -F. intransigeant 
(r875), based on Sp. los intransigentes party 
of the extreme left in the Spanish Cortes, 
(in r873-4) extreme republicans; ult. f. in
I~-2+prp. ofL. transigerecome to an under
standing j see TRANSACT, -ENT. 

inTRA"NSITIVE. XVII. - late L. (Priscian); 
IN- 2• 

intrepid intre·pid fearless, undaunted. 
XVII (Dryden). - F. intrepide or L. intre
pidus, f. in- IN- 2 +trepidus agitated, alarmed, 
f. IE. *'trep- *trop- *'trp- (cf. Gr. trapeln tread, 
Skr. trpds, trpdlas alarmed, hurrying, Lith. 
trepseti, Russ. tropdt' tread under foot). 

intricate i·ntrikit perplexingly involved. 
xv (imerkat, Henryson). - L. intricatu~, pp. 
of intricare entangle, perplex, f. in IN-1 + 
tric:e trifles, tricks, perplexities, tricdri make 
difficulties; see -ATE2, 



INTRIGUE 

intrigue intri·g tintricacy, maze; under
hand plotting. XVII. -F. intrigue, tintrique 
- It. intrigo, -ico, f. intrigare, -icare :- L. 
intriciire; see prec. So intri·gue vb. XVII. 
-F.- It.- L. 

intrinsic intri·nsik, -zik tinward, inner XV
XVII (later anat. xrx); of its own, proper XVII. 
- (O)F. intrinseque -late L. intrinsecus, f. L. 
adv. intrinsecus inwardly, inwards; from the 
first the ending was assim. to -rc. So in
tri·nsrcAL, -reALLY. xvr. q Intrinsecate was 
ridiculed by Marston and used affectedly 
by Ben Jonson. 

intro- i·ntro(u) L. adv. intrii to the inside 
(parallel to INTRA-) used as a prefix in 
intraducere INTRODUCE, introitus INTROIT, 
intramittere INTROMIT, acquired extensive 
currency in Eng. from XVII. 

introduce intradjii·s bring into a society, 
place, etc. XVI (More); bring into use or 
action xvn. - L. introdzicere, f. intra INTRO
+dllcere lead, bring (see prec., DUKE). So 
introducTION -dA·kJ;m. xiv(Ch.). - (O)F. 
or L. 

introit i·ntroit tentrance; (eccl.) antiphon 
and psalm recited as the celebrant ap
proaches the altar. xv. - (O)F. introit- L. 
introitus entrance, f. introfre enter, f. intrii 
INTRO-+ire go. Cf. ADIT, EXIT, etc. 

intromit intro(u)mi·t interfere. xv. - L. 
intromittere introduce, f. intra INTRO- + 
mittere send. So introMI'SSION. XVI. - F. 
or L. 

introspection intro(u)spe·kJan looking with
in, as into one's own mind XVII. (Hale, Dry
den). Hence introspe·ctiVE. XIX (Southey). 
Cf. INSPECTION and see INTRO-. 

introvert introuv3·.rt turn (the mind) upon 
itself. XVII. - modL. intriivertere, f. intro 
INTRO- + vertere turn (cf. -WARDs). Hence 
i·ntrovert sb. part turned within XIX; 
(psych.) a wholly self-centred person xx. 

intrude intrii·d thrust or force in. XVI. 
- L. intr!ldere, f. in IN-1+ triidere thrust (cf. 
THREAT). So intru·sroN (leg.) thrusting one-
self into an estate or benefice XIV (Usk); un
invited entrance or appearance XVI (Sh.). 
- (O)F. or medL. 

intuition intjui·Jan tcontemplation, view 
xv (rare before XVII); tregard, reference; 
(philos.) immediate knowledge or appre
hension XVI (Hooker); (gen.) immediate in
sight XVIII. - Late L. intuitia(n-); see IN-', 
TUITION. So intu·itiVE. XVI (Hooker). 
- medL. Cf. F. intuition, -itif. 

intussusception i:ntAss:;~se·pf:;~n taking-in 
of matter from outside XVIII; (path.) intro
version of an intestine XIX. - F. or modL., 
f. L. intus within (cf. Gr. entos)+suscep
tio(n-) taking up, f. suscipere take up, f. subs 
+capere take; see sus-, HEAVE, -TION. 

inundate i·nAndeit, (formerly) inA·ndeit 
overflow. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. inunddre, 
f. in IN-1 +unddre flow, f. unda; see WATER, 
-ATE3• So inundA·TioN. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

INVENT 

inure, tenure inju:;~·.r accustom, habituate 
xv ( enewre, Caxton); tput into operation; 
(leg.) come into operation xvr. -AN. 
•eneurer, f. phr. •etz eure in use or practice, 
i.e. en IN\ "'eure URE. 

inurn in3•.rn put (the ashes of a body) in an 
urn. xvu (enurn'd, Sh.). f. n.;;-1 +uRN. 

invade invei·d make a hostile attack (upon). 
xv. - L. inviidere, f. in IN-1 +viidere go (see 
WADE). So inva·SION. XVI. - (O)F. or late L. 

invagination invred3inei· Jan introversion, 
intussusception. XVII. - modL. ; see IN-1, 
VAGINA, -ATION. 

invalid1 invre·lid not valid. XVI. - L. in
validus; see IN-1, VALID. So inva·lidATE3• 

XVI; after F. invalider. inVALI'DITY, XVI. 

invalid2 i·nvalid, -id, (formerly) invali·d in
firm or disabled from sickness or injury XVII ; 
sb. (spec. disabled soldier or sailor; cf. F. 
Hotel des Invalides, Les Invalides hospital 
for these in Paris) XVIII. spec. use of prec. 
with modified pronunc. after F. invalide. 

inVA'LUABLE of inestimable value XVI; (rare) 
valueless XVII. See IN- 2 • 

invar i·nvii.J: alloy of nickel and steel with 
a negligible coefficient of expansion. Patent 
name (xx), abbrev. of inVA'RIABLE (xvu). 

invecked inve·kt (her.) bordered by or con
sisting of a series of convex lobes (encroach
ing upon the field). XV (Bk. St. Albans). 
Anglicized sp. of "'invect- L. invectus, pp. 
of invehere carry in (see next); cf. tinveckit 
(Bk. St. Albans) introduced (of one colour 
into another). So inve·ctEn1• XVII. 

inveigh invei· tbring in, introduce xv; give 
vent to denunciation XVI (More). - L. in
vehere carry in, medio-pass. invehi be home 
into, attack, assail with words, f. in IN-1+ 
vehere carry (cf. VEHICLE); for the sp. cf. 
tconveigh CONVEY. So invectiVE inve·ktiv 
adj. (arch.) marked by denunciatory or 
vituperative language xv; sb. speech of this 
kind XVI. - (O)F. invectif, -ive adj., invective 
sb. - late L. invectivus, invectiva (sc. iiriitio) 
as sb., f. im1ect-, pp. stem of invehere. 

inveigle invi·gl, -vei·gl tbeguile, deceive 
xv; gain over by enticement XVI. Earlier 
envegle ( -veugle) -AN. envegler alteration 
(cf. ENSAMPLE) of (O)F. aveug[er blind, f. 
aveugle blind, prob. :- Rom. •ab oculis 
'without eyes'. 

invent inve·nt tcome upon, find xv; devise, 
esp. by way of original contrivance XVI. f. 
invent-, pp. stem of L. invenire, f. in IN-1+ 
venire COME. So inve·nTION finding (sur
viving in Invention of the Cross church festi
val of 3rd May) xv; contrivance (abstr. and 
concr.) xvr.- L. Cf. F. inventer (xvi), inven
tion (xiV). inve·ntiVE. xv (Lydg.). - OF. 
inventoRY1 i·nvant(:;~)ri detailed list 
of articles. XVI. - medL. inventorium, for 
late L. inventiirium (whence (O)F. inventaire, 
Sc. tinventare, -aire xv). 
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INVERNESS 

inverness inv;une·s overcoat with a :remov
able cape. xrx. N arne of a town in the High
lands of Scotland (Gael. Ionar- or Inbhirnis 
'mouth of the Ness'). 

inverse i·nv~Js, (formerly) inv;j·Js inverted 
(chiefly teclm.); also sb. XVII. - L. inversus, 
pp. of i>wl'rtBrB, f. in IN-l+vBrtBre turn (see 
-WARD). Soinve·rsiON. XVI. invert inv;j·Jt 
turn in an opposite direction. XVI. - L. 
invertere 'tu1n in, turn outside in', reverse. 
Hence i·nvert one whose instincts are in
verted. xx. 

invertebrata inv5Jtibrei·ta (sb. pl.) ani
mals having no backbone. XIX (I8o8). 
modL. (sc. animalia animals), after F. in
vertebnis (Cuvier, I 8os), f. in- IN- 2 -t-vertebre, 
L. vertebra (see VERTEBRATE). Anglicized 
inve·rtebrate. XIX (I8z6). 

invest inve·st A. clothe, spec. with the in
signia of office; establish in possession 
endow with power; B. enclose with a hostil~ 
force XVI; C. put out (money) at ir1terest 
XVII. - (O)F. investir or L. (rare) investire 
clothe, surround (extended in meaning in 
medL.), f. ini::-~- 1 -t-vestis clothing(see VEST)· 
inC after It. investire, the notion being that 
of giving the capital another 'form' ; the use 
prob. passed from the Levant or Turkev 
Company to the East India Company. So 
inve·stitURE investing of a person with a 
dignity, etc. XIV (Trevisa; rare before XVI). 
- medL. investitiira. Hence inve·stMENT 
tclothing XVI (Sh.); investiture XV!l (Mil
ton); investing of capital XVII. t][ Vestment 
tvestiment are of ME. date. ' 

investigate inve·stigeit search into. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. investigare, f. in IN- 1+ 
vestigare track, trace out; see VESTIGE, -ATE 3• 

So investigA·TION. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

inveterate inve·tarat established by age or 
long standing; obstinately embittered. XVI. 
- L. inveteratus, ppl. adj. of invetertiscere 
grow old, f. in- IN-1-t-ve!er-, vetus old; see 
VETERAN, -ATE2

• Hence Inve·terACY. XVII. 

invidious invi·dias tending to or entailing 
odium. XVII. - L. invidiosus, f. invidia ill 
will, ENVY; see -IOUS. 

invigilate invi·d3ileit keep watch. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. invigilare, f. in IN-1 +1~igilare 
watch, f. vigil watchful; see VIGIL, -ATE 3• 

invigorate invi·gareit rendervigorous. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). f. pp. stem of L. *invigo
rare (cf. F. envigorer, etc.), f. in IN- 1 +vigor 
VIGOUR; see -ATE3• 

invincible invi·nslbl unconquerable. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. invincible- L. invincibilis 
f. in- IN- 2-t-vincibilis, f. vincere conquer; se~ 
VICTOR, -IBLE. 

inviolate invai·alat not violated, intact. xv 
(Lydg., Hoccleve). - L. inviolatus, f. in
IN·2+pp. of violare VIOLATE. 

invisible invi·zlbl. XIV (R. Rolle). -OF. 
or L.; see IN- 2, VISIBLE. 

IONIAN 

invite invai-t ask to come to a place, etc. 
XVI. - F. inviter or L. invitiire. So invi
tA·TION. xvr. - F. or L. invitatony• 
invai-tat;Jri that invites, spec. to liturgical 
worship. XIV (R. Rolle); sb. xv. 

invoice i·nvois list of items of goods sent 
to a purchaser. xvr. orig. pl. of tinvoy 
(which is, however, recorded only later)- F. 
tenvoy, envoi; see ENVOY. t][ For the sp. -ce 
cf. dice, mice, pence, and (in pis. that have 
become sg.) bodice, truce. So once, twice. 

invoke invou·k call upon in prayer or 
attestation. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. invoquer 
- L. invociire, f. in IN .1 + vociire call. So 
invOCA"TION. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 

involucre i·nvoliukaJ envelope xvr; (bot.) 
whorl of bracts XVIII. - F. involucre or L. 
inv_olU·crum (also used in Eng. from XVII), 
f. znvolvere INVOLVE. 

inVO"LUXTARY. XVI. - late L.; see IN- 2• 

involve inva·lv wrap round, lit. and fig. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); implicate in trouble, etc. XIV 
(Trevisa); implicate in a charge; include 
XVII. - L. involvere, f. in IN-1-t-volvere roll 
(see VOLUME). So involute i·nvaliut rolled 
or curled up XVII; sb. (math.) xvm. in
volu·TION involved condition XVII; (arith., 
alg.) raising of a quantity to any power xvm, 
(geom.) system of pairs of points XIX ; 
(physiol.) retrograde change in the body XIX. 

inward i·nw;ud adj. that is within; adv. 
towards the inside. OE. innanweard, inne
zveard, inweard, f. innan, inne, in(n) IN1 + 
-weard -WARD; a CGerm. comp. (cf. MDu. 
inne-, inwert, OHG. imvart adj., -wert adv., 
ON. innanveror adj.). Also i·nwARDS. xm · 
cf. MDu. inwaerts, MHG. inwertes, Ice!: 
innvortis, etc.; s~. sg. ten trails OE.; _inward 
part XIV, XIX; pl. mternal parts, entralls XIII; 
vulgarly innards. 

iodine ai·adin, ai·;Jdain (chem.) non-metallic 
element which volatilizes into a violet
coloured vapour. r8r4 (H. Davy). f. F. 
iode (Gay-Lussac, I8Iz)- Gr. iOdes violet
coloured . f. ion VIOLET + -eides -like· see 
-om, -INE. 5 Hence i·odoform after CHL~no
FORM. 

ion ai·an (chem.) electrically charged parti
cle of an atom or a molecule. XIX (Faraday). 
- Gr. i6n, prp. n. of ienai go. Cf. ANIOx, 
CATION. Hence i·oniZE. 

-ion: i;Jn suffix repr. (O)F. -ion- L. -io(n-), 
wh1ch forms nouns of condition and action 
from (i) adjs. or sbs., as commilnio COM
MVNION, f. communis COMMON, dominio DO
MINION; (ii) verb-stems, as legio LEGION, f. 
legere collect, but chiefly from (iii) pp. or 
supine stems in t, s, x (see -TION, -SION). 
Io~~~ aiou·ni:m pert. to (member of) the 
d1v~s10n of the ~ellenes which occupied 
Attica and established many colonies. xvr. 
f. L. Ionius- Gr. IiJnios; see -IAN. So Ionrc 
aio·nik (archit.) of an order, (mus.) of an 
ancient Gr. mode and of the I rth eccl. mode 
xvr; of a metrical foot, of a dialect of ancient 
Greek XVII. 



IONOSPHERE 

ionosphere aiou·nosfi:Jl Heaviside layer 
(an ionized region of the atmosphere). xx. 
f. ION+-o-+SPHERE. 

-ior i:J.I formerly also -iour- F. -ieur,t -iour
L. -iorem, nom. -ior, suffix of compar. of 
adj., as in anterior, exterior, inferior, interior, 
junior, posterior, senior, ulterior. t11 In war
rior the ending has another origin. 

iota aiou•t:J the letter t, the smallest letter 
of the Gr. alphabet; (after Matt. v 18, l6'm• 
2v ~ p.ia KEpaia) least particle, atom. XVII. 
-Gr. iota, of Phcenician origin (cf. Heb. 
jod). See JOT. 

iotacism aiou·t:Jsizm pronunciatiOn of 
other Greek vowels and diphthongs like 
iota, i.e. as i. xvu. - late L. iotacismus 
- late Gr. i6takism6s, f. iota IOTA+-ism6s 
-ISM, with hiatus-filling k. 

I 0 U aiouju • document bearing these letters 
constituting acknowledgement of debt. 
(xvii) xvm. usu. taken to be a symbolic 
repr. of I owe you. 

-ious i:Js comp. suffix meaning 'character
ized by', 'full of', (i) repr. F. -ieux, L. -iosus, 
f. stem- or connective vowel-r-+-osus -ous, 
or (ii) directly f. a L. suffix consisting of i and 
another suffix (viz. -ia, -ius, -io, -ies, -ium) 
+-ous. See also -Acrous, -ITIOus. 

ipecacuanha i:pikrekjure·n;;, root of the 
S. Amer. plant Cephaelis Ipecacuanha, used 
medicinally. XVII. - Pg. ipecacuanha ipika
kwiinja- Tupi-Guarani ipe-kaa-guene 'low 
or creeping plant causing vomit' (Caval
canti). abbrev. colloq. ipecac ipikre·k. 
XVIII. 

ipomrea aipo(u)mi·:J genus of convolvula
ceous plants. XVIII. modL. (Linnreus), f. 
Gr. ip-, zps worm + h6moios like, rei. to 
homos SAME. 

ipse dixit i·psi di·ksit personal (dogmatic) 
assertion. XVI. L. 'he himself said' (it); tr. 
Gr. avTOS <c/Ja, phr. used of Pythagoras by 
his followers. 

ir-1 assim. var. of IN-1 before r. 

ir-2 assim. var. of IN- 2 before r. 

irade irii·dei written decree of the Sultan 
of Turkey. XIX. Turk.- Arab. iriidah will, 
desire. 

Iranian airei·ni;;,n pert. to the Asiatic 
group of IE. languages comprising Avestic 
(Zend, Old Bactrian) and Old Persian with 
their modern representatives. XIX. f. Iran, 
native name of Persia +-IAN. 

irascible i-, airre·sibl easily angered. XVI. 
- (O)F. irascible- late L. iriiscibilis, f. iriisci 
grow angry, f. ira IRE; see -IBLE. So irATE2 

airei·t enraged. XIX. - L. iratus, f. ira; ME. 
had tirous in this sense (xm)- AN. irous, 
OF. iros = Pr. iros, It. iroso :-Rom. *irosus. 

ire ai;;,.J (poet.) anger. xm. - (O)F. ire = 
Pr. It. ira:- L. ira. Hence i•reFUL1

• xm. 

IRONY 

irenicon, eirenicon airi·nik;)n proposal 
designed to promote peace. XVII. -Gr. n. 
of eirenik6s, f. eiriine peace; see -rc. 

iridescent iride·s:Jnt displaying colours 
like those of the rainbow. XVIII (Kirwan). 
f. L. irid-, IRIS + -ESCENT. 

iridium airi·diam (chem.) white metal of 
the platinum group. 1803 ('I should incline 
to call this metal Iridium, from the striking 
variety of colours which it gives, while dis
solving in marine acid', Tennant). modL., 
f. L. irid-, IRIS + -IUM. 

iris aia·ris pl. i ·rides -iz, i ·rises species of 
crystal XIV (Maund.); rainbow xv (Caxton); 
flat circular coloured membrane in the aque
ous humour of the eye; genus of tuberous 
or bulbous plants XVI. - L. iris - Gr. zris 
rainbow, coloured circle, etc., iris (plant), 
(J-) proper name of the female messenger 
of the gods, whose sign was a rainbow. 

Irish aia·riJ pert. to Ireland. XIII (La3.). f. 
OE. lras inhabitants of lrland Ireland (ob
scurely based on Oir. Eriu; see HIBERNIAN) 
+-ISH1 (cf. ON. I'rskr). 

irk 5Jk tgrow weary, be loath XIII (forhirked 
wearied); weary, annoy xv. contemp. with 
tirk adj. weary, loath; of obscure origin. Its 
first appearance in Scandinavianized areas 
has suggested deriv. from ON. yrkja WORK, 
Sw. yrka claim, demand, insist. Surviving 
in current Eng. chiefly in i·rkso:.vm1 ttired, 
disgusted xv; wearisome, burdensome XVI. 

iron ai·:J.Jn the most abundant and useful 
metal; chem. symbol Fe. OE. iren, perh. for 
*irern, alt. of is ern (by assoc. with the var. 
isen) =OS., OHG. isarn(Du. ijzen, G. eisen), 
ON. isarn, Goth. eisarn :- CGerm. *isarnam, 
prob.- Celtic *isarno- (Gaulish Ysarno-, 
Iserno- in place-names, OBret. hoiarn, W. 
haearn, hayarn, Ir. iarann, Gael. iarunn), 
prob. rei. to L. res (earlier ais) bronze, OE. 
iir, Goth. aiz, Skr. dyas. ME. ire survives 
in s.w. dial. and in the surname Iremonger; 
in north. dial. iren was contr. to irn, yrn, sur
viving as irn, ern, airn; in Standard Eng. 
iren was syncopated after diphthongization 
of i, ai·ran passing to aia·r(;;,)n, thence to 
ai·:J(.i)n. Hence i·roncLAD cased with iron 
or steel plates, spec. of ships; preceded by 
iron-cased, -clothed, -plated, -sided. XIX. 
i·ronMONGER dealer in ironware. XIV. iron 
mould, orig. -MOLE1 spot of discoloration 
caused by iron. XVII (Holland). i·ronsmE 
nickname of a man of great hardihood XIII 
(Edmond yrene syde, RGlouc.); applied to 
Oliver Cromwell's troopers I648. 

irony ai:J•r;Jni figure of speech in which the 
intended meaning is the opposite of that ex
pressed; pretence (as of ignorance; Socratic 
irony) XVI; condition of affairs opposite to 
that expected (F. l'ironie du sort the irony of 
fate) XVII. - L. ironia (Cicero)- Gr. eironeiii, 
f. eiron dissembler; see -Y 3 • So iromc aim·
nik. xvn. -F. ironique or late L. ironicus 
(cf. ironiceadv.)- Gr. eironik6s; preceded by 
iro·niCAL, -!CALLY. XVI. 



IRRATIONAL 

irRA"TIONAL xv (Henryson); (math., ult. tr. 
Euclid's cift.oyos 'without reason') XVI (Re
corde). - L.; see IR- 2• 

irredentist iride·ntist advocate of the re
covery and union to Italy of all Italian
speaking regions. xrx. - It. irredentista, f. 
( ltalia) irredenta unredeemed or unrecovered 
(Italy); see IR-2, REDEEM, -IST. 

irrefragable ire·fr;,g;,bl incontrovertible, 
undeniable. XVI. -late L. irrefrtigdbilis, f. 
iu- IR 2- + L. refnigiiri oppose, contest )( 
su./friigtiri ( cf. SUFFRAGE); see -ABLE. 

irrelevant ire·!iv:Jnt XVI (Sc.); see m- 2, 

RELEVANT. Hence irre·leVANCY. XVI. 
irrigate i·rigeit water (land) through chan

nels. XVII. f. pp. of L. irrigtire, f. in IR-1 + 
rigtire wet, water; see -ATE 3• So irrigA.•TJON. 
XVII. - L. 

irritate i·riteit tincite; excite to ang:er, fret 
XVI; excite to morbid action XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. irritiire; see -ATE3 • Earlier tirrite 
(XV)- (O)F. irriter. i·rritABLE. XVII (H. 
More). - L. So irritA·TION. XVI. - L. 

irruption irA•pf:Jn bursting in. xvt. - L. 
irruptio(n-), f. irrupt-, irrumpere, f. in IN-1 + 
rumpere break; see RUPTURE, -TION. 

Irvingite ;}· .Ivil)ait member of the Catholic 
Apostolic Church, founded on principles pro
mulgated by Edwardirving(d. 1834); f:ee-ITE. 

is iz see BE. 

isabella iz;,be·l;, greyish yellow, light buff. 
XVI. In early use always I. colour;, f. the 
female name, but the immediate ref. is unkn. 
Also isabel i•z:Jbel. xrx. -F. isabelle. 

isagogic ais;,g~·d3ik introductory. XIX. - L. 
isagogicus- Gr. eisagogik6s, f. eisagog.~ intro
duction, f. eisdgein introduce, f. eis into + 
dgein lead (cf. ACTION); see -Ic. 

isatin ai·s;,tin (chem.) crystalline substance, 
c.H.NO., obtained from indigo. XIX. f. L. 
isatis woad (Pliny)+-rN. 

ischiatic iskia:·tik sciatic. XVII. - medL. 
ischiaticus (after rheumaticus), for L. ischia
dicus, f. ischiad-, iskhids pain in the hip, f. 
Gr. iskhion hip-joint (L. ischium i·ski;,m 
XVII, Sir T. Browne); see -rc. 

-ise see -ize. 
-ish' if suffix forming adjs. : OE. -tsc = 

OFris., OS., OHG. -isc (Du., G. -isch), ON. 
-iskr, Goth. -isks :- CGerm. "'-iskaz = Gr. 
dim. suffix -iskos; in some words reduced to 
-sh, with a var. -ch; in Sc. usu. -is, with re
duced vars. -s, -ce. In OE., etc., words of 
old formation (mostly gentile names) have 

ISLAND 

ish, iitlendist foreign; their number was 
greatly increased in ME., at first with the 
uncoloured meaning of 'pert. to or of the 
nature of', but later chiefly on dyslogistic 
words, as boorish, foolish, shrewish, thievish, 
or with the derogatory force 'having the bad 
or unpleasant qualities of', as apish, babyish, 
monkish, popish, selfish, womanish, (with pro
per names) 1Vliss Mortineauish (Tennyson), 
1\4icawberish, West-Endish, (with names of 
things) aguish, bookish, feverish, (with other 
parts of speech or phrases) pettish, snappish, 
standoffish, ticklish, uppish, alloverish. 

From xrv onwards -ish was added to adjs. 
with the sense 'approaching the quality of, 
somewhat, rather', first to adjs. of colour, 
as blueish, reddish, whitish (Trevisa), greenish 
(Ch.), but later to any (esp. monosyllabic) 
adjs., often with the intention of being neu
tral, as sojtislz. This use has been extended 
in XX (prob. after earlyish, latish) to the 
qualification of hours of the day or numbers 
of years to denote 'roundabout', 'or there
abouts', as four-ish, I940-ish. tj[ Endings 
of other origin have been assim. to -ish in 
garish, lavish, lickerish, pee'vish, squeamish. 

-ish 2 if repr. F. -iss-, extension of the stem 
of vbs. in -ir, e.g. abolir ABOLISH, ptfrir PER
ISH, prp. abolissant, perissant, 3rd pers. pl. 
pres. ind. abolissent, perissent; originating in 
the -isc- of L. inceptive vbs., the use of 
which in F., Pr., and It. was extended to 
form a class corr. to L. vbs. in -ire and -ere, 
together with some others that were assim. 
to these. The earliest forms in Eng. were -is, 
-ise, -iss( e), which were superseded by -ische, 
-ishe, -ish; in Sc. -is(se) remained to a later 
date and appeared in XVI as -eis(e). (In a few 
words F. -iss- is repr. by -ise or -ize, viz. 
advertise, aggrandize, chastise, amortize; re
jouir, rejouiss- has given rejoice.) tj[ Other 
F. endings have been assim. to this suffix in 
admonish, astonish, diminish, distinguish,jam
ish, lavish, minish, publish, relish. 

isinglass ai·sil)glas gelatin obtained from 
air-bladder of sturgeon, etc., fish-glue. XVI 
(isornglas, is on-). With assim. to glass- early 
Du. thuysenblas, f. thuysen, tlmys sturgeon 
+'tblas (mod. blaas) bladder (cf. G. hausen
blase). 

Islam i·zliim, -lrem, is- lVIohammedanism. 
XIX (Shelley). -Arab. islam, f. aslama he 
resigned himself (spec. to God), he became 
sincerely religious, 4th conjugation of salama 
he became or was safe. Cf. MosLEM, SALAAM. 
So l·slamrsM XVIII (F. islamisme, Voltaire), 
I·slamiTE1 xvm (F. islamite). 

mutation; e.g. Englisc ENGLISH, Sc. 'tinglis, island ai·l;,nd land completely surrounded 
Scyttisc, Sc. tScottis, ScoTs (see ScoTTISH, by water. OE. (Anglian) egland, (WS.) 
ScoTcH), Wielist WEI.SH, Sc. t Walys, t Wal- iegland, igland, later iland = OFris. eiland, 
lis, Denise, Sc. tDense (see DANISH), Frencisc MDu., MLG. eilant (Du. eiland), 0~. ey-
FRENCH, Grecisc, tGreekish; similarly many land; f. OE. ieg, ig island, in comp. water, 
adjs. of various dates and origins, as Irish sea, OFris. ey island, OHG. ouwa water, 
(xm), Flemish, Pictish, Swedish. Formations stream, watery meadow, island, peninsula 
in OE. on common nouns are ceorlisc, Cierlisc (G. aue, au brook, meadow, pasture), 
churlish, Cildisc childish, hrepenisc h1:athen- ON. ey island:- Germ. "'aujo (repr. in 
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ISLE 

medL. Austrlavia, Scadinlavia, OE. Sce
denig, ON. Skdney), for •agwj6, adj. forma
tion on •agw6- stream, water (whence OE. 
ea, OFris. d, e, OS., OHG. aha, ON. d, 
Goth. ahwa), rei. to L. aqua water (cf. 
AQUATIC). The present. sp., dating from 
XVI, is due to assim. to next. 

isle ail (arch. exc. as in place names) island. 
XIII. ME. ile, later isle- OF. ile (mod. tie), 
(latinized) tisle = Pr., Sp. isla, It. isola:- L. 
insula, expl. by the ancients as f. in sal6 'in 
the salt sea', but superficial resemblance to 
Gr. n€sos, ndsos, and Ir. inis, W. ynys, may 
point to gen. adoption from some Medi
terranean (non-IE.) source. So islET ai-lit 
small island. XVI. -OF. islette (mod. Uette). 

-ism izm repr. F. -isme, L. -ismus- Gr. 
-ismos, forming nouns of action for vbs. in 
-{zein -IZE, e.g. baptismos dipping, BAPTISM. 
(A rei. suffix -isma, which expresses rather 
the finished action, is sometimes the source 
of -ism; see CHARISMA.) A frequent use of 
-ismos was to express the sense of acting like 
or adopting the habits of a body of people, 
as Attikismos siding with Athenians, Attic 
fashion or idiom; so Ioudaismos Judaism, 
Khristianismos practice of Christians, Chris
tianity ; on this model was formed medL. 
pdgdnismus PAGANISM, whence OF. paien
isme, -ime (cf. PAYNIM). In Eng. Judaism is 
recorded in xv, and from XVI formations 
with the suffix become numerous. The 
chief uses are : (I) to form a noun of action 
naming the process, the completed action, 
or its result, e.g. baptism, criticism, exorcism, 
nepotism, ostracism; (2) with emphasis on 
conduct, habit, or character, e.g. barbarism, 
despotism, heroism, patriotism, blackguardism, 
priggism; (3) forming the name of a system 
of theory or practice, based on the name of 
its subject or object, or on the founder's or 
a promoter's name, e.g. Arianism, Catholi
cism, Epicureanism, positivism, ritualism, Ro
manism, Socinianism, and (by extension) to 
designations of doctrines or principles, 
e.g. agnosticism, altruism, bimetallism, deism, 
egoism, egotism, hedonism, polytheism, roman
ticism, universalism; (4) forming a term de
noting a trait or peculiarity, as of language, 
e.g. Americanism, Anglicism, Gallicism, Scot
ticism, colloquialism, after archaism, barbar
ism, Gr<ecism, Hellenism, solecism; for (3) and 
(4) there is an extensive record of nonce
words. Adjectives of sbs. in -ism end in 
-ISTIC. Hence ism izm form of theory or 
practice of a distinctive character, such as 
may be designated by a word in -ism. XVII 
('Jesuitism, Puritanism, Quaquerism, and 
all Isms from Schism', I68o). The suffix -ist 
has been similarly used as a sb. 

iso- ai-so(u), aiso·, before a vowel sometimes 
is- ais, comb. form of Gr. {sos equal, in 
many techn. terms, as: i·sobar line on a 
map, etc., connecting places at which the 
barometric pressure is the same. XIX. Gr. 
bdros weight (cf. BAROMETER). iso·chroDAL1 

XVII, -chronous XVIII. f. modL. isochronus 

-1ST 

-Gr. (khronos time) equal in duration. iso·
CRACY equality of power. XVII. -Gr. iso
krat{d. i·sogloss0 isome·ric (chem.) com
posed of the same elements in the same 
proportions. XIX. -G. isomerisch (Gr. meros 
part). iso·nomY3 equality of laws. XVI 
(Holland). -It. (modL.)- Gr. isonom{d (no
mos law). isothe·riJlhL1 pert. to localities 
having the same temperature. XIX. f. F. iso
therme (Gr. thbme heat). 

isolated ai-saleitid placed or standing alone. 
XVIII. f. F. isoltf- It. isolato :-late L. insula
tus made into an island, f. insula ISLE; see 
-ATE2 , -ED1 • Preceded in use by isoltf (XVIII), 
which was occas. semi-naturalized as isoltf'd. 
Hence i·solate vb. (of which isolated is now 
regarded as the pp.) XIX, isolA·TION XIX; 
partly after F. isoler (It. isolare) and isola
tion. 

isosceles ais;,·siliz (math.) of a triangle, 
having two sides equal. XVI. -late L. iso
sceles- Gr. isoskelifs, f. isos Iso-+skelos leg. 

isotope ai·satoup (chem.) element having 
the same character as another element occu
pying the same place in the periodic table 
but differing in atomic weight and certain 
other properties. I9I3 (Soddy). f. Iso-+Gr. 
t6pos place (cf. TOPIC). tjJ Isotopic was used 
by Cohen and Miller in a different sense in 
1904. 

Israel i·zrial, -eial (In OE. in g. pl. Israela 
folc; ME. israel folk) -ceciL. (Gr.) Isrdel
Heb.yisrdel'hethatstriveth with God', name 
conferred on the patriarch Jacob (Gen. xxxii 
28). So l·sraehTE. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- late L. (Vulg.) Isrdelita -Gr. Isrdelttes -
Heb. yisrdeli. -itisH1• XVI (Coverdale). 

issue i· Ju, i·sju egress, exit, outflow XIII; 
offspring, progeny; proceeds; outcome XIV; 
(leg.) point in question XVI (earlier in join i. 
submit jointly for decision xv); (from the 
vb.) public giving-out XIX. - (O)F. issue, 
teissue :- Rom. •exiita, sb. use of fern. of 
pp. •exiitus, for L. exitus, pp. of exire go out 
or forth (see EXIT). Hence issue vb. XIV. 
pro b. f. (O)F. pp. issu, of issir (whence ME. 
isse, ische) :- L. exire. 

-ist ist repr. F. -iste, L. -ista, -tis- Gr. -istifs, 
forming agent-nouns from vbs. in -izein -IZE, 
consisting of the agential suffix -tes added 
to the vb.-stem, as in baptistifs BAPTIST. 
Several Gr. words were adopted into classi
cal L. (e.g. citharista player on the cithara, 
grammatista grammarian, sophista, tympa
nista drummer), and many more by Christian 
writers (e.g. baptista, exorcista, psalmista); 
later it came into regular use for the designa
tions of observers of particular tenets or 
rites or the followers of religious leaders 
(e.g. Catharista, Platonista, n6mindlista, red
lista). In Eng. and the mod. langs. the suffix 
forms not only agent-nouns having corr. 
verbs in -ize, but analogues of sbs. in -ism 
(e.g. altruism, -ist), and further, without such 
reference, names of followers of a leader or 



-ISTER 

a school, of adherents of a party, and of de
votees or practisers of a profession or art, 
e.g. Bonapartist, botanist, Chartist, copyist, 
cyclist, diarist, genealogist, nonco,formist, 
philologist, royalist, socialist; its prese:nt wide 
use is typified by such words as artist, casuist, 
florist, Hebraist, humo(u)rist, joumalist, 
materialist, novelist, Second Adventist, semi
finalist, tobacconist, ventJ·iloquist. Cf. -IS:vl. 

-ister ist;u repr. OF. -istre, by-form of -iste 
-IST (perh. after ministre minister, et<:.), as in 
evangelistre, beside evangeliste; so choristre 
(whence ME. tqueristre, CHORISTER), so
phistre SOPH!STER. 

isthmus i·s(t)m;~s, i·s]m1;~s narrow neck of 
land. XVI. - L. isthmus- Gr. isthm6s narrow 
passage, isthmus, perh. f. *idh- go (cf. Gr. 
ithma march, eis[ithme entrance). 

-istic i·stik repr. F. -istique, L. -istic:~s- Gr. 
-istik6s, comp. suffix f. -istes -IsT+-;;k6s -IC, 
as in sophistik6s SOPHISTIC(AL); but used 
also where there is a corr. vb. in -iz~in -IZE, 
and sb. in -ism6s -ISM but not a sb. in -istifs 
-1ST, as in klzaraktiiristikos CHARACTERISTIC. 
The use of this suffix was much extended in 
medL. and mod. langs., and sup·;:>lies in 
Eng. the regular adjs. for forms in -IST, as 
well as for some in -IS:\1 where no deriv. in 
-IST exists, as altruistic, Calvinistic, Hellen
istic, 1·ealistic, socialistic. Some are used as 
sbs., e.g. characteristic, syllogistic(s). An 
alternative secondary form is -i·stiCAL, 
whence the gen. adv. -i·sticalLY2 ; there is 
also a parallel -isticATE3 for related vbs.; 
e.g. sophistic, -ical, -ically, -icate(d). 

it neuter pron. of the 3rd pers. sg.; nom. and 
ace. of the orig. demonstrative stem *xi-, 
whence also HE\ HIM, HIS, HER. OE. hit = 
OFris. hit, het, (M)Du. het it, Goth. hita 
this. (The parallel stem *i- is the base of 
OS. it, OHG. i:;, G. es it.) Loss of initial h 
(which is retained dial. for emphasis) took 
place at first in unstressed positions, but as 
early as rzoo it is found in stressed positions. 
Reduction to t in enclitic position <e.g. is't 
for is it) is equally early; in proclitic position 
(e.g. 'tis) it is common from XVI. The orig. 
g. and d. were HIS, HIM ; the present g. is ITS. 
Hence itsE"LF. OE. hit self; in XVII-XVIII 
sometimes written its self. 

itacism i-tasizm pronunciation of Gr . .,, et, 
ot, v, vt as i; substitution of i for any of 
these in MSS. XIX. - modL. itadsmus, f. 
Gr. ojTa f·ta, with ending as in rhotu.cism. 

Italian itlE·lj;~n pert. to Italy, its people, and 
its language. xv (of handwriting )( Gothic 
XVI). - It. italiano (whence F. italien), f. 
Italia Italy; see -IA"N. So Ita·lianATE 2 that 
has become Italian. XVI. -It. italianato. 
lta·l!c pert. to a school of philosophy 
founded in lVIagna Grrecia XVI ; pert. to 
ancient Italy or its tribes; (i-) of printing 
type introduced by Aldo Manuzio of Venice 
(see ALDINE) XVII. - L. Italicus- Gr. Itali
k6s: hence ita·liciZE print in italics XVIII. 

-ITIC 

Ita·lioT(E) pert. to Gr. colonies or colonists 
in ancient Italy. xvn. -Gr. Itali6tes. 
I·talo-, used as comb. form of Italian. XVIII. 

itch itf have or feel irritation of the skin 
OE.; have a restless desire XIII. OE giccan, 
g:yccan, corr. to OS.jukkian, (M)Du.jeuken, 
OHG. jucchen (G. jucken), f. Germ. *juk
(whence also OHG. fucchido, MLG. jeucte, 
OE. gycpa itch). So itch sb. OE. gycce. 
fJf Initialg has disappeared as in if (OE. gij), 
Ipswich (OE. Gipeszvic). 

-ite ait suffix corr. to F. -ite and Sp., It. -ito, 
G. -it- L. -ita, -ites- Gr. -ires, forming adjs. 
and sbs. with the sense 'pert. to or con
nected with', 'member of', as in hoplites 
heavy-armed (soldier), HOPLITE, polites citi
zen (see POLITIC). There were many forma
tions in Gr. on proper names, as Abderites, 
Stagurites; in LXX and N. T. and later Chris
tian use this type was widely extended for 
the names of sects, heresies, etc., and in late 
L. and the mod. langs .the suffix has been 
used without limit for 'follower, devotee, or 
admirer', as in Jacobite, Puseyite, Shelleyite, 
Wyclzffite; these tend to be depreciatory and 
when used attrib. or as adj. have often the 
implication 'having the bad qualities of the 
respective leader or originator'. b. In scien
tific terminology, -ite is used after the type 
of Gr.-L. words in -ites or -itis in names of 
fossils and minerals (see A:VI:>IONITE, ANTHRA
CITE, BELE:\!NITE, HEPATITE, TRILOBITE, on 
which many terms have been modelled, 
with an el. expressing a physical character, 
a locality, or the name of a discoverer, etc.). 
In chemistry, it is used in the names of cer
tain organic compounds (e.g. glucoses), and 
in inorganic chem. is the termination of 
salts of acids denominated by adjs. in -ous, 
e.g. nitrite/nitrous. It forms also certain 
names of explosives, e.g. cordite, dynamite, 
lyddite, and of commercial products such as 
ebonite, vulcanite, xylonite. 

item ai·tam adv. likewise, moreover XIV; sb. 
tmaxim, hint; article in an enumeration XVI ; 
detail of news XIX. - L. adv., 'just so', 'in 
like manner', 'moreover', f. ita so (cf. synon. 
Skr. iti, ittham, Av. ipa), based on the pro
nominal stem *i- (see HE', IT), with -em as 
in IDEM. Hence i·tem vb. xvn, i·temiZE 
(esp. U.S.) XIX. 

iterate i·tareit do or say again. XVI. f. pp. 
stem of L. iterare repeat, f. iterum again, 
compar. formation on the pronominal base 
*i- (cf. Skr. itaras other); see prec. and ATE 3• 

Cf. REITERATE. So iterA·TION. xv. - L. 
i·terATIVE. xv (Caxton). -F. or late L. 
(gram. of a vb. denoting repetition). 

ithyphallic ipifre·lik pert. to the phallus 
carried at the Bacchic festivals; (pros.) com
posed in the metre of Bacchic hymns. xvn. 
- late L. ithyphallicus - Gr. ithuphallik6s, f. 
fthllphallos, f. Uhtis straight + phall6s PHAL
Lus; see -rc. 

-itic i·tik terminal el. of adjs. based on 
forms in (i) -ITE, (ii) -ITJS. 
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ITINERANT 

itinerant ;,iti·mmmt, iti·n- travelling (spec. 
of justices in eyre). XVI. - prp. of late L. 
itineniri, medL. -are, f. L. itiner-, iter jour
ney, f. *it- going (cf. comit-, comes COUNT 2), 

f. IE. *i- go (L. ire, Gr. ienai); see TRANSIT, 
-ANT. So iti·nerARY route of travel; account 
of a journey xv; guide to travel XVI (Leland). 
-late L. itineriirium; cf. (O)F. itineraire. 
Cf. A::\1BIENT, EXIT, INITIAL. 

-ition i-f;)n suffix repr. F. -ition, L. -itio(n-), 
-itio(n-), forming nouns of action (see -ION) 
on verbs with pps. in -it- and -it-, as positio 
POSITION, auditio AUDITION; medL. exten
sion of the application of the suffix is seen in 
fiitiiritio (Bonaventura). 

aitious1 i· J;,s comp. suffix f. L. -icius, -icius 
+ -ous; these L. endings were commonly 
written with t in medL. manuscripts and 
this form was perpetuated in ADVENTITIOCS, 
FACTITIOUS, FICTITIOUS, SUPPOSITITIOUS, etc. ; 
extension of the suffix by analogy is seen in 
ADSCITITI01.7S, EXCREMENTITIOUS, etc. 

-itious 2 i·f;,s repr. L. -itiosus, -itiosus, f. 
-itio, -itio (of various origins) -ITION+-osus 
-OVS, as in AMBITIOUS, SUPERSTITIOUS; simi-
larly NUTRITIOUS, SEDITIOUS. 

-itis ai·tis suffix repr. Gr. -ftis, prop. form
ing ferns. of adjs. in -ttes, used to qualify 
nosos disease, as arthritis (disease) of the 
joints (drthron), pleuritis pleurisy (pleura 
side, rib). On theanalogyofthese -itiscame 
into use in mod. medical L. terminology for 
names of affections of particular parts, esp. 
of inflammatory disease, as APPENDICITIS, 
BRONCHITIS, MENINGITIS, TONSILLITIS. It has 
been extended in trivial use to the forma
tion of sbs. descriptive of a state of mind or 
tendency regarded as a disease, e.g. suffra
gitis (Asquith). The deriv. adjs. end in -itic 
i-tik. 

-itous it;,s comp. suffix f. -it- of -ITY + 
-ous; corr. to F. -iteux, L. -itosus, as L. 
calamit6sus, F. calamiteux CALAMITOUS. 

its poss. adj. of it. XVI ('Musica Transal
pina', 1597; in Florio's works 1598, etc.). f. 
IT + g. -s; superseded it (XIV-XVII in litera
ture, later dial.), which was adopted as an 
unambiguous substitute for HIS (OE. to 
xvn). Not found in the works of Sh. pub
lished in his lifetime, but there are exx. in 
the First Folio of 1623; in A.V. 16II there 
is no ex. of its, and only one of it (Lev. xxv 5), 
which disappeared from later editions. 

-ity iti in ME. -ite, -itie, repr. (O)F. -ite, L. 
-itiitem, nom. -itiis, the form in which -tiis, 
-tiitem -TY usu. appears, the -i- being a stem-
or connective vowel, as in suiivitiis suavity, 
f. suiivis, piiritiis purity, f. piirus, auctoritas 
authority, f. auctor; after i the suffix became 
-etas, as in pietiis, varietiis, f. pius, varius; it 
was added to many adj. suffixes, whence the 
Eng. forms -acity, -ality, -anity, -arity, 
-bility, -idity, -ility, -ivity, -ocity, -osity, 
-uity; its organic repr. in OF. was -ete (cf. 
safety, bounty, plenty, and see -TY). Its trivial 

aiZE 

use is illustrated by cuppeity, after tableity 
(tr. Erasmus's menseitas, Gr. Tpa7TE,OT'YJS 
Diogenes Laertius), womanity (after huma
nity). 

-ium i;,m terminal el. of the names of many 
metallic elements, used first by Davy (1807). 
CADMIUM was based on tcadmia; hence 
sodium on soda, etc. 

-ive iv in ME. if( e), -yf(e)- (O)F. -if, fern. 
-ive :- L. -ivus, -ivum, fern. -iva, suffix added 
mainly to pp. stems, e.g. activus, -iva ACTIVE, 
captivus, passivus, niitivus inborn, NATIVE, 
but also to pres. stems, e.g. cadivus falling, 
f. cadere, and to sbs., e.g. tempestivus season
able, f. tempestiis TEMPEST. Eng. formations 
on vb.-stems often assume the appearance 
of being of the pp. type, as adoptive, selec
tive; see also -ATIVE. Some L. adjs. were 
used sb., as captivus,jugitivus; of this usage 
there is a wide extension in mod. langs. and 
Eng. (adjective, explosive, missive, sedative). 
In early modEng. the suffix was freq. used 
with the force of -IBLE, esp. in adjs. of nega
tive meaning, as in expressive, extensive, in
and unexpressive, infiexive, insuppressive. 
(jJ In hasty, jolly, tardy, the final f of the 
ME. forms hastyf, etc., fell away, leaving an 
ending identical with -Y1• 

ivory ai•v<Jri hard white substance com
posing the tusks of elephants, etc. XIII. ME. 
ivor, yvor(e), yvory- OF.yvoire, AN. *ivorie 
(mod. ivoire) = Pr. ivori, evori, avori, Cat. 
bori, It. avorio, avolio- Rom. *eboreum, f. 
L. ebor-, ebur ivory- a form rei. to Egyptian 
iib, iibu, Coptic ebou, ebu elephant, ivory (cf. 
Heb. shenhabbim ivory, Skr. ibhas elephant). 

ivy ai·vi climbing evergreen shrub, Hedera 
Helix. OE. ijig, obscurely rei. to OHG. ebah 
(mod. G. dial. efa, e]ai, ewich) and the first 
el. of MLG. ifloj, iwloj, LG., Du. eilof(en
larged with the word LEAF), and OHG. 
ebahewi, MHG. ebehOu, eph6u, G. efeu (en
larged with the word HAY1); of unkn. origin, 
unless referable to the base of L. IBEX, with 
the sense 'climber' (cf. Fris., Du. klimop 
ivy, lit. 'climb-up'). 

iwis, ywis iwi·s (obs. or arch.) certainly, 
indeed. XII. ME. :;ewis, iwis, iwisse :- OE. 
gewis = OHG. giwis (G. gewiss); f. Germ. 
*ga-, *gi-+*wissa- :- "'widto-, ppl. forma
tion on *wid- know (see WIT); freq. sp. i wis, 
I wis, and misinterpreted as 'I know'. 

ixia i·ksi;, (bot.) genus of iridaceous plants. 
XVIII. mod. use of L. ixia- Gr. ixiii kind of 
thistle. 

izard i·zaJd antelope of the Pyrenees. xvrn. 
-F. isard, Gascon isart, perh. of Iberian 
origin. 

-ize, -ise aiz suffix of verbs, repr. F. -iser 
= Sp. -izar, It. -izzare- late L. -iziire- Gr. 
-fzein, which was used to form both intr. 
and trans. vbs. , as barbarizein play the barba
rian, side with barbarians (f. bdrbaros BARBA
RIAN), thesaurlzein treasure up (f. thesaur6s 



-IZE 

TREASURE). Those formed on national, secta
rian, or personal names were primarily intr. 
(cf. ATTICIZE, HELLENIZE); these and others 
connected with early Christianity were 
Jatinized in III or IV (cf. BAPTIZE, EVANGEL
IZE, CATECHIZE, ANATHEMATIZE, SCANDALIZE, 
etc.); later medL. formations are typified 
by CANONIZE, SYLLOGIZE. J\i!any verbs have 
come into Eng. through French, in which 
they are spelt with s, with the result that -ise 
has been generalized, and is retained, as 
against -ize, in the practice of some printing 
houses; exx. are civiliser CIVILIZE, humaniser 
HUMANIZE. The two orig. uses of the Gr. 

JACKANAPES 

suffix remain in present usage with specializa
tion in certain fields, viz. 'make or conform 
to, treat in the way of, what is expressed', 
'make that which is denoted by the base of 
the deriv.', 'act like or in accordance with', 
'follow a certain practice', 'treat according to 
the process of' (an inventor, scientist, etc.), 
'charge, impregnate, or influence with, con
vert into'. The corr. nouns of action end in 
-iZA'TIO:<i, and agent-nouns in -iZER1• 

izzard i·z;ud (arch. or dial.) name of the letter 
ZED. XVIII. Also uzzard (XVII to mod. dial.), 
tezod (XVI), with other dial. vars. (izzat, izot, 
uzzit). 

J 
jab d3reb thrust or poke roughly. XIX. var., 
orig. Sc., of JOB1• 

jabber d3re·b;u talk fast and indistinctly. 
XV (Promp. Parv.). imit.; a contemp. var. 
(now dial.) isjaver. Hence as sb. xvm (:'viii
ton has jabberment). 

jabers d3ei·b;JJZ in Ir. phr. be (i.e. by) 
jab(b)ers,Japers (Gripes), euphem. deforma
tion of }ESUS d3e'Z;JS (CHRIST). XIX. 

jabiru d3re·biru large tropical wading bird. 
xvm. Tupi-Guarani. 

jabot 3re·bou frill on the bosom of a shirt, 
etc. XIX. - F., 'bird's crop', 'shirt-frill', 
prob. f. a base *gab- crop, maw, gullet, to 
which many Rom. words are referred. 

jacamar d3re·bmiiJ bird of the family 
Galbulidre. XIX. - F. jacamar- Tupi
Guarani jacamaciri (Marcgrave, 1648). 

jacana d3re·k;Jna bird of the family Parridre. 
XVIII. prop. ja{ana - Pg. ja{and- Tupi
Guarani jasand. 

jacaranda d3rebrre·nd;J (ornamental and 
fragrant wood of) tropical Amer. trees. 
XVIII. Tupi-Guarani. 

jacare d3re·brei S. Arner. alligator. XVIII. 
Tupi-Guarani. 

jacinth d3re·sinp precious stone. XIII. ::\IE. 
iacin(c)t- OF. iacinte (mod. jacinthe) = Pr. 
jiacint, etc., or medL. iacintus, L. hyacintlzus i 
HYACINTH. 

jack1 d3rek in numerous transf. applica
tions of the name }ACK to implements and 
machines, or their parts, the male of animals 
(cf. JACKAss), fishes (esp. pike, orig. young 
or small pike), etc., from xvr. Hence jack 
vb. (with up) hoist with a jack (lifting 
machine); (sl.) ruin; give up, abandon. XIX. 

jack2 d3rek A. tjacket; (arch.) leather or 
iron-plated tunic XIV; B. (leathern) vessel 
for liquor XVI. - (O)F. jaque, of much dis
puted origin, perh. irnrned. - Sp., Pg. jaco 
(whence also It. giaco), of Arab. origin. 

jack3 d3:ek ship's flag smaller than the en
sign. XVII. pro b. spec. application of JACK1 

as to an object of a size smaller than the 
normal. comp. jack-staff. XVII. 

jack4 d3rek (fruit of) an E. Indian tree, 
Artocarpus integrifolia. XVII (Iaca, Purchas; 
Jack, Giach, T. Herbert; Jawk, Fryer). 
- Pg. jaca - Malayalam chakka. 

Jack d3rek pet-form of the name John XIII ; 
figure of a man on a clock xv; tfellow, chap 
XVI (cf. mod. every man jack XIX); sailor XVII 
(Jack-Sailor; cf. Jack TAR XVIII) ; knave of 
a card suit XVII; (also j-) male worker XVII 
(jack-of-all-trades; cheap-jack, steeple-jack 
XIX). ME. Iacke, Iakke (disyll.) used from 
the first as familiar by-form of John, perh. 
through dim. Jankin; the resemblance to 
F.Jacques James(:- Rom. *Ja•cobus, for L. 
Jaco·bus jAcoB) is a difficulty. Forms the 
first el. of various phrasal designations simu
lating proper names, nicknames, etc., as 
Jack-a-Lent, Jack-in-the-box, Jack Straw, 
Jack-a-dandy, Jack-a-lantern ( = WILL o' 
THE WISP), Jack-pudding (buffoon); also in 
plant names, esp. of small species. 

jackal d3re·k6l animal of the dog kind, 
known as 'the lion's provider'; fig. one who 
drudges for another. XVII. -(with assim. 
to JAcK) Turk. chacal- Pers. shagal, shag hal, 
rei. to Skr. srgala, [:rgala; so F. chacal, 
whence Pg. chacal, It. sciacallo, G. schakal. 
Formerly str. jacka·l. 

jackanapes d3re·k;Jneips tape; pert aping 
fellow, coxcomb. XVI. First recorded, 
c. 1450, as a nickname (Jac(k) Napes) of 
William de Ia Pole, first Duke of Suffolk, 
whose badge was an ape's clog and chain; 
later, used a quasi-proper name for an ape 
and a man who performs ape-like tricks; 
and hence as above. This use of JACK is 
paralleled in Jack Straw, nickname of one 
of the leaders of the peasants' revolt of 1381; 
the origin of Napes is unkn.; the extended 
form jack a napes suggests assoc. with Naples 
(cf. fustianapes for fustian of Naples). 
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JACKAROO 

jackaroo d3rebrii· Englishman newly ar
rived in Australia. XIX. f. }ACK, with ending 
from KANGAROO. 

Jackass d3a:•kres he-ass XVIII (Arbuthnot; 
fig. dolt, blockhead XIX); laughing j., giant 
kingfisher of Australia, so called from its 
loud discordant cry XVIII. f. JACK1 (denoting 
the male)+ASS. 

Jackboot d3re·kbiit large boot reaching 
above the knee. xvn. f. JACK1 (of uncertain 
application)+ BOOT1• 

jackdaw d3a:·kd5, (formerly) d3rekd5· the 
bird Corvus monedula. XVI (Bale). f. JACK1 

+ DAW. 
Jacket d3a:·kit outer short upper garment 
with sleeves. xv. -OF. ja(c)quet, dim. of 
jaque JACK 2 ; see -ET. 

ja·ck-knife large clasp-knife. xvm (I7II). 
orig. Amer.; presumably based on some 
application of JACK1 • A suggested connexion 
with JOCKTELEG (dial. jacklag, -leg) cannot 
be maintained. 

Jacob d3ei·k~b male personal name, being 
that of the third patriarch in the O.T. (see 
Gen. xxv, etc.), He b. ya'aqob 'supplanter', 
whence Gr. ldkObos, ecclL. Jacobus (see 
}AMES); in Jacob's ladder (i) garden plant 
Polemonium creruleum, the leaves of which 
have a ladder-like appearance XVIII, (ii) rope 
ladder with wooden steps for ascending 
rigging XIX. (]In Jacob's staff instrument 
for taking measurements (xvr); the reference 
is unknown. 

Jacobean d3rebbi·:m J. lily, Sprekelia for
mosissima (named after St. }ames the 
Greater) XVIII; pert. to the age of }ames I 
(spec. of a style of architecture); pert. to St. 
James the Less or his epistle xrx. f. modL. 
Jacobreus, f. Jacobus; see }ACOB, -EAN. 

Jacobin1 d3re·k~bin A. Dominican (friar), 
orig. French member of the order so called 
from the church of Saint-Jacques (L. Jaco
bus) in Paris near which they built their first 
convent XIV; B. member of a French poli
tical club established at Paris 1789 near the 
old convent of the Jacobin friars XVIII 
(Burke).- (O)F. Jacobin- medL. Jacobinus. 

Jacobin 2 d3re·bbin breed of the domestic 
pigeon with reversed feathers on the back 
of the neck suggesting a monk's cowl. XVII. 
- F. jacobine, fern. of Jacobin (see prec.). 

Jacobite1 d3a:·k~bait member of a mono
physite sect taking its name from Jacobus 
Barada:us, of Edessa (vr). XIV (Maund.). 
- medL. Jacobita; see -ITE. 

Jacobite• d3re·k~bait adherent of James II 
of England after his abdication, or of his 
family. xvu. f. L.Jacobus }AMEs+-ITE. 

Jacobus d;pkou·b~s (hist.) Eng. gold coin 
of James I's reign issued as the SOVEREIGN. 
xvu. - ecclL. Jacobus JAMES. 

jaconet d3re·konet cotton fabric, orig. from 
India. XVIII. alt. of Urdu jaganntithi, 

JALAP 

£. Jaganntith(puri) 'Juggernaut-town', in 
Cuttack, the place of origin. 

jactation d3rektei·J~n boasting xvr; (path.) 
tossing of the body to and fro XVII. - L. 
jactdtio(n-), f. jactdre toss about, discuss, 
boast, frequent. of jact-, jacere throw (cf. 
Gr. hienai); see -ATION. So jactitA·TION 
tossing of the body, twitching. XVII. - medL. 
jactitatio(n-) false declaration tending to 
someone's detriment, f. jactitare, frequent. 
ofjactdre. 

jade1 d3eid poor or worn-out horse XIV 
(Ch.); reprehensible woman or girl XVI. Of 
unkn. origin. 

jade• d3eid hard mineral used for imple
ments, etc. XVIII. - F. jade; le jade was for 
earlier l'ejade- Sp. ijada (in piedra de ijada 
'colic stone'):- Rom. '*'iliata, f. L. ilia 
flanks (cf. ILIAC). Cf. synon. NEPHRITE. 

jag d3reg (dial.) stab, prick; slash, pink XIV; 
make ragged XVI. First in w.midl., varying 
with jogge; not common before XVI; pro b. 
of symbolic formation; cf. RAG, TAG, JOG. 
Hence jag sb. something slashed or ragged. 
XV. jaggED1 d3re·gid. XV (Promp. Parv.). 

jiiger, jaeger jei·g~.r German rifleman or 
sharpshooter, orig. infantryman recruited 
mainly from foresters XVIII; skua XIX. -G. 
jager hunter, f. jag en (OHG. jagon= OFris. 
jagia) hunt, chase. Cf. YAGER. 

jaggery d3re·g~ri coarse brown sugar. XVI 
(gagara, iagra). - Indo-Pg. jag(a)ra, jagre 
- Canarese sharkare- Skr. iarkarii SUGAR. 

jaghire d3agi~·.r assignment of the king's 
or government's share of the product of a 
district to a person as an annuity. XVII. 
-Urdu- Pers. jagir, f. ja place + gir hold
ing, holder. 

jaguar d3re·gju;:u large animal of the cat 
kind, Felis onca. XVII. - Tupi-Guarani 
jaguara, said to be prop. generic for carni
vorous beast, the spec. name of the jaguar 
being jaguarete. 

Jah d3ii in Eng. Bibles repr. Heb. Yah, 
shortening of Yahwe(h) }EHOVAH. XVI. So 
Jah·viSM ja·vizm religious system based on 
the worship of }ahveh; Jah·vrsT any of the 
authors of the Hexateuch who use Jahveh 
as the divine name )( ELOHIST XIX. 

jail see GAOL. 

Jain d3ain non-Brahmin sect of India. XIX. 
- Hindi jaina :- Skr. jainas pert. to a saint, 
f. jinas saint, buddha, lit. overcomer, f. ji 
overcome. 

jakes d3eiks (arch.) privy. XVI (iakes, 
ia(c)ques, iaxe). Of unkn. origin; perh. 
trivial use of the proper name Jacques (see 
}ACK) or of the g. of Jack, quasiJak(k)es. 

jalap d3re·l~p. d3a·l~p purgative drug from 
Exogonium (lpomrea Purga); the plant 
itself XVII. -F. jalap- Sp. jalapa, short 
for purga de Jalapa (t Xalapa)- Aztec 
Xala·pan 'sand by the water', f. xalli sand+ 
atl water + pan upon, near. 



JALOUSffi 

jalousie 3re·luzi blind made with slats 
sloping upward from without. XIX. -F. 
jalo!fsie JEALOUSY, applied to such a blind or 
shutter because it allows of seeing without 
being seen. Pro b. -It. gelosia in this sense. 
t1f Cf. t jealous glass translucent glass that 
cannot be seen through (xvm). 

jam1 d3rem press or squeeze tightly, wedge, 
ram. XVIII. Of symbolic origin; cf. cham, 
CHAMP. Hence jam sb., act or result of 
jamming. XIX. 

jam 2 d3rem conserve of fruit boiled to a 
pulp. XVIII. perh. identical with prec. sb. 

jamb d3rem side-post of a door, etc. XIV. 
- (O)F. jambe leg, vertical supporting piece 
= Pr., Cat. camba, It. gamba :- ·Rom. 
*'gamba (*'camba) leg, in late L. hoof, veteri
nary breeder's term - Gr. (cf. kamp£ flex
ure,joint). t1f Final b has become mute as in 
comb, lamb, tomb, womb; in limb and thumb 
it is not original. 

jambo d3re·mbou species of Eugenia (rose
apple, etc.). xvr. -vernacular reprs. of Skr. 
jambu, -u rose-apple. 

jamboree d3remb~ri· noisy revel; boy 
scouts' festival. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

James d3eimz tJ. Royal, silver coin of 
James VI of Scotland xvr ; ( sl.) sovereign ; 
burglar's jemmy XIX. -OF. James= Pr., 
Cat.Jaume,Jacme, Sp.Jaime, It. Giacomo:
Rom. *'Ja·comus for L.Ja·cobus, altered form 
of Jaco·bus JAcOB. Cf. JEMMY. 

jane see JEAN. 

jangada d3rei)gii·d~ raft of logs or of boats 
fastened together. XVI. - Pg. jangada 
- Malayalam changarjam- Skr. saf{!ghata 
joining together. 

jangle d3re·l)gl tchatter, babble XIII (Cursor 
M.); talk angrily or harshly; also trans. XIV; 
cause (a bell) to give out a discordant sound 
XVII (Sh.). -OF. jangler, gengler = Pr. 
janglar, pro b.- Germ. form repr. by (M)Du. 
jangelen. 

janissary, janizary d3re·niz;)ri one of the 
Sultan of Turkey's bodyguard; Turkish 
soldier; henchman. xvr. Early forms repr. 
various Rom. forms, the present prevailing 
sp. reflecting F.janissaire; cf. lt.giannizzero, 
Sp. jenizaro, Pg. janizaro, modL. jeni-, jani
zari; all ult.- Turk. yefiitsheri, f. yeiii new, 
modern + tsheri soldiery, militia (- Pers. 
charik auxiliary forces). 

janitor d3re·nit5l door-keeper. XVII. - L. 
janitor, f.janua door, f. janus arched passage 
(cf. JANUARY); see -TOR. 

Jansenist d3re·ns;Jnist adherent of Cornelius 
Jansen (d. 1638), bishop of Ypres, Flanders. 
XVII; see -!ST. Also t Janse·nian. XVII. 

January d3re·nju;Jri first month of the year. 
XIV. - L. Januarius, sb. use (sc. mensis 
month) of adj. of Janus, name of an ancient 
Italian deity figured with faces looking for-

JARGOON 

wards and backwards; see -ARY. Thence 
also, or from Rom. *jenuarius, Pr. jenovier, 
januer, Sp. enero, tienero, Pg. janeiro, It. 
gennaio, gennaro. The earliest Eng. forms 
are Ieniuer, Ieneuer, Ianeuer (XIII) - AN., 
OF. Jeneuer, Genever (mod. janvier), the 
type Janiveer surviving dial., together with 
the semi-latinized Janwar (Burns). 

japan d3"pre·n exceptionally hard varnish, 
which came orig. from Japan. XVII. Like 
other Eur. forms of the proper name (F., Sp. 
Japan, Pg.Japiio, It. Giappone, Du., G., etc., 
Japan) ult.- Malay Japang,Japung- Chinese 
Jih pun sunrise, orient ( = Jap. Nippon), f.jih 
(Jap.ni)sun + pun(Jap.pon,hon).Hencevb. 
XVII. Hence japanE·SE. XVII. 

jape d3eip t A. trick; t B. have carnal know
ledge (of); C. jest. XIV (PPI., Ch., Wyclif). 
Appears to combine the form of OF. japer 
(mod. japper) yelp, yap, with the sense of 
OF. gaber mock, deride (cf. GAB). Hence 
jape sb. XIV. t1f Because of its use in sense 
B it became gen. obs. during XVI, but was 
revived with sense C in XIX by Scott and 
Lamb. 

Japhetic d3;:,fe-tik pert. to Japheth, one of 
the sons of Noah (Gen. v 32, etc.), whose 
descendants were supposed to have peopled 
Europe and Northern Asia; hence some
times applied to the Indo-European lan
guages. XIX. f. modL. Japheti descendants 
of Japheth; see -I c. Cf. Hamitic, Semitic. 

japonica d3gpo·nib gardener's name for 
certain plants of Japanese origin, of which 
the specific name is japonica; fern. of modL. 
Japonicus JAPANESE. 

jar1 d3iiJ harsh sound; discord, strife XVI ; 
(from the vb.) act of jarring XIX. So jar vb. 
sound harshly, make a discord (Skelton); 
cause to vibrate; be at discord or strife. xvr. 
Early vars. are gerre, ier, chm-re; pro b. imit. 

jar2 d3iil (orig. large) earthen vessel of cylin
drical form. XVI.- F.jarre = Pr.jarro, Sp., 
Pg. jarra, It. giarra- Arab. jarrah. 

jar3 d3iil in phr. tat jar, (up)on the jar; see 
AJAR. 

jardiniere 3iildi·niE;:>J ornamental vessel 
for the display of flowers. XIX. F., fern. of 
jardinier GARDE:-,"ER. 

·jargon d3ii·lggn (arch.) twittering or chat
tering of birds XIV (Ch.); meaningless talk 
XIV; debased or hybrid language; speech 
peculiar to a trade or profession full of gen. 
unfamiliar terms XVII. Late ME. iargo(u)n, 
girgoun, gargoun- OF. jargoun, gergon, gar
gon = Pr. gerg6, It. gergo, -one; cf. Sp.jerga, 
gerigonza, tgirgonz, Pg. giria, geringonra; 
ult. origin unknown. 

jargonelle d3ii1ggne·l early variety of pear 
(orig. an inferior gritty kind). xvu. -F. 
jargonelle, dim. of jargon JARGOON (cf. •EL 2

). 

I 
jargoon d3ii1gu·n variety of zircon. xvm. 
- F.jargon- It. giargone; pro b. to be identi
fied ult. with ZIRCON. 
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JARL 

jarl jaJl chieftain of ancient Scandinavia. 
XIX. 0~. = OE. earl EARL. 

jarrah d3re·r;} mahogany gum-tree of W. 
Australia. XIX. -native name djarryl,jerryhl. 

jarvey ja·xvi (sl.) coachman. XIX. -Jarvis 
(personal name so used in Grose's 'Dictio
nary of the Vulgar Tongue', I796), var. of 
Jervis, Ger·vase (F. Gervais); perh. so applied 
in allusion to St. Gervase's emblem, a whip 
or scourge (he having been beaten to death 
with a leaded scourge). 

jasey, jazy d3ei·zi (worsted) wig. XVIII. 
perh. alteration of JERSEY, so called because 
made of Jersey yarn. 

jasmine d3re·smin, jessamine d3e·s;}min 
climbing shrub, Jasminum officinale, with 
white or yellow flowers. XVI. The two 
forms (of equal date) repr. F.jasmin ( = Sp. 
jazmin, Pg. jasmim) and tjessemin- Arab. 
yiis(a)min- Pers. yiismin, yiisman (cf. Gr. 
idsme, ias11uflaion, -idsntinon tnziron Persian 
perfume, perh. oil of jasmine). Earlier 
tjasme (XVI). 

jasper d3a·sp;}.I precious stone. XIV. -OF. 
jaspre, var. ofjaspe = Pr.jaspi, Sp.jaspe, It. 
iaspide - L. iaspis ( -id-) - Gr. {aspis ( -id-), 
of Oriental origin (cf. Heb. yashpeh, Ass. 
ashpii, Arab. yashb, Pers. yashm). 

jaundice d35·ndis, d3ii·ndis disease marked 
by yellowness of the skin, etc. XIV. - OF. 
jaunice (mod. -isse) 'yellowness', f. jaune 
yellow (:- L. galbinu-s, f. galbus, ult. rei. to 
YELLOW)+-ice :- L. -ftia. 

jaunt d35nt, d3ant tride (a horse) up and 
down; ttrudge about XVI ; make a short trip 
XVII. Also contemp. sb. Of unkn. origin. 

jaunty d36·nti twell-bred; felegant; 
sprightly. XVII. In early use jentee, juntee, 
ja(u)ntee- F. gentil 3iiti (see GENTLE, GEN
TEEL); assim. later to adjs. in -Y1 • 

javelin d3re·v;}lin light spear thrown with 
the hand. XVI. - (O)F. javeline, alteration 
ofjavelot, prob. of Celtic origin (Oir. gabul, 
W. gafi, gafiach). 

jaw d35 one of the bones forming the frame
work of the mouth, containing the teeth 
XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); (sl.) offen
sive or tedious talk XVIII (Smollett). Late 
ME. iow(e), later iawe, with occas. vars. 
gew, gowe, beside tchaw (xvi-XVII), perh. 
by blending with CHEW ; of unkn. origin. 

jawbation see JOBATION. 

jay d3ei bird of the genus Garrulus. XIII. 
- OF. jay (mod. geai) = Pr. gai, Sp. gayo, 
Pg. gaio :-late L. gaius, beside gaia (whence 
Venetian It. gazza); the word has been 
identified with the L. proper name Gaius 
(cf. the use of other personal names, as 
jackdaw, robin, F. richard, jacques, colin, 
Du. wouter). 

jazerant, jesserant d3re·z;}r;}nt, d3e·s
(hist.) light coat of armour. XIV (gess-,jesse
mwnt). - OF.jaseran(t), -enc = Pr.jazeran, 

JEMIMA 

Pg.jazerao, beside Sp.jacerina, Pg.jazerina, 
It. ghiazzerina; orig. adj. in OF. osberc 
(hauberc) jazerant, Sp. cota jacerina,f. Arab. 
alljazirah the island (see AL-2), pl. Aljazii'ir 
Algiers. 

jazz d3rez kind of ragtime dance, music to 
which it is danced. I917. orig. U.S.; Jas as 
a pet-form of Charles, name of a Negro 
musician, has been suggested. 

jealous d3e-l;}s suspicious of rivalry XIII ; 
zealous (for) XIV; (dial.) suspicious XVI; 
suspiciously vigilant XVII. ME. gelus, ielus 
-OF. gelos (mod. jaloux) = Pr. gelos, Sp. 
zeloso, It. geloso :- medL. zel6su-s, f. ChrL. 
zelus- Gr. zelos ZEAL; see -ous. tJl For
merly also scanned as three sylls. So jea·
lousY3. XIII. -OF. gelosie (mod. jalousie). 

jean d3in twilled cotton cloth. XVI. orig. 
ie(a)ne, ge(a)ne fustian; attrib. use of Jene, 
Gene- OF. Janne (mod. Genes):- medL. 
Janua Genoa. The F. form with -s is repr. 
by Eng. geanes, jennes (XVI), U.S. jeans. 

jeep d3ip small utility motor truck. orig. 
U.S. xx. f. initials G.P. d3i pi 'general 
purposes', pro b. infl. by Eugene the Jeep, 
name of animal in U.S. comic strip by 
E. C. Segar. 

jeer d3i;}.I scoff (at) with derision. xvr. 
Earliest forms are gy(e)re, geere; of unkn. 
origin ; fleer and leer have affinities of form 
and meaning. 

jehad var. of JIHAD. 

Jehovah d3ihou·v;} the Lord God. XVI 
(Tindale, Exod. vi 3, 1530). alt. of the 
sacred tetragrammaton i11i1' JHVH of the 
Hebrews, the ineffable name of the Almighty, 
produced by the insertion of the vowel
points repr. the vowels '(d), 6, ii of Adonai 
as a direction to substitute this for the in
effable name (as is done by Jerome in Exod. 
vi 3). It is held that the orig. name was 
Jahve(h), Yahwe(h). 

Jehu d3i·hju (fast) driver. XVII (Dryden). 
Allusive use of the name of Jehu, 'the son of 
Nimshi, for he driveth furiously' (2 Kings 
IX 20). 

jejune d3id3u·n unsatisfying, meagre. XVII. 
- L. jejiinus fasting, barren, unproductive, 
meagre ; cf. DINE. 

jelly d3e-li article of food consisting chiefly 
of gelatin. XIV. ME. geli, -y(e)- (O)F. gelie 
frost, jelly = Pr. gelada, Sp. helada, It. gelata 
frost:- Rom.geliita (Reichenau Glosses), sb. 
use of fern. pp. of geliire freeze, f. gelu frost 
(cf. CONGEAL). Hence je•llied XVI; (back
formation) jell vb. orig. U.S. XIX. 

jemadar d3e•m;}dii.I officer below a subah
dar, etc. XVIII. -Urdu jama'ddr, f. Pers. 
jama'at body of men (jama' collection)+ dar 
holder. 

Jemima d3imai•ma made-up tie XIX; pl. 
elastic-sided boots XX. Appellative use of 
the female name Jemima, eldest of the daugh
ters of Job (Job xlii 14). 
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JEMMY 

jemmy d3e·mi burglar's crowbar. xxx. 
dim. of jAMES; see -v6• 

je ne sais quoi 3<~nst~kwa indescribable some
thing. XVII (Blount, Aubrey). F., 'I know 
not what'. 

jennet d3e·nit small Spanish horse. xv. 
-F. genet- Sp. jinete short-stirruped light 
horseman - Arab. Zeniita Berber tribe 
famed for horsemanship. 

jenneting d3e·nitiiJ early kind of apple. 
XVII. f. F. Jeannet, pet-form of Jean }OliN, 
as in Norman F. pomme (apple) de Jeannet ; 
cf. pere ionette (PPI., Ch.) and for the end
ing see -ING3• In XVII-XVIII sp. junetin(g), 
juneating. 

jenny d3e·ni pet-form (see -Y8) of Janet (or 
Jane), used as a prefix to denote a female 
animal, as j. ass, j.wren (xvu), and in the 
names of machines, as spinning-j. (xvm). 

jeofail d3e·feil (leg.) mistake in pleading. 
XVI. - AN. jeo jail I am at fault, i.e . .ieo 
(F.je) I ,fail, 1st pers. pres. ind. sg. of faillir 
FAIL. 

jeopardy d3e•p;~1di tchess problem; t( even) 
chance; risk of injury or death. XIV (Ch .. 
Barbour). -OF. iu (ieu, giu) parti 'divided 
play', even game, (hence) uncertain chance, 
uncertainty ( = Cat . .ioch partit, Sp. juego de 
partido, medL.jocus partitus, i.e.jocus game, 
JOKE, partitus, pp. of partiri divide, PART). 
For the change of t to d cf. CARD, DIAMOKD, 
MOUND; forms with b for p were frequent in 
xv-xvi, as in LEOPARD; for the sp. eo cf. 
leopard, people. A shortened form tjeopard 
was current XIV-XVII; cf. jeo·pard vb. XIV 
(disused from c. x6so to c. r8zo), which was 
superseded by jeo·pardiZE (xvii). 

jequirity d3ikwi-rlti woody twining shrub, 
Indian liquorice. XIX. - F.jeqwirity- Tupi
Guarani jekiriti. 

jerboa d3;llbou·a small rodent, Dipus 
sagitta, remarkable for its jumping powers. 
XVII. - medL. jerboa- Arab. yarbu', dial. 
jerbo' flesh of the loins, hence applied to the 
animal from the highly-developed muscles 
of its hind legs; in F. gerbo, -boise, Sp. gerbo, 
-basia. 

jereed d3;~ri·d woodenjavelin. XVII. -Arab. 
jarid midrib of the palm-leaf, rod, lance. 

jeremiad d3erimahed lamentation. xvm. 
- F. jeremiade, f. Jeremie - ecclL. Jeremias 
Jeremiah, in allusion to the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah in O.T.; see -AD1• 

jerfalcon see GERFALCON. 
jerk1 d3;}1k tstroke with a whip; sharp sud
den pull or thrust. XVI. gen. synon. with 
tjert (xvi) and the earlier YERK; all three 
forms may be phonetically symbolical in 
origin. 

jerk3 d3;}1k cure (beef) by cutting it into 
strips and drying it. XVIII. An earlier form 
is found in tjerkin beef (XVII); repr. Amer. 
Sp. charquear, f. charqui - Quichua echarqui 
dried flesh in long strips, and echarquini pre
pare dried meat. 

JESUS 

jerkin d3a·1kin close-fitting jacket. xvx. 
Of unkn. origin. 

jeroboam d3erabou·;~m large bowl or wine
bottle. XIX (Scott). So called in allusion to 
Jeroboam, 'a mighty man of valour' (I Kings 
xi z8), 'who made Israel to sin' (ibid. xiv r6). 

jerry1 d3e·ri (sl.) chamber-pot. XIX. Sup
posed to be short for prec; cf. Y6• 

jerry3 d3e·ri (colloq.) unsubstantial(ly), as 
in jerry-built, -builder, -building. XIX. Said to 
have arisen in Liverpool; recorded in Lanca
shire, Yorkshire, and Cheshire glossaries. 

jerrymander see GERRYMANDER. 

jersey d35·1zi (Jersey) worsted XVI 1 knitted 
close-fitting tunic XIX. ~arne of the largest 
of the Channel Islands, in which the knitting 
of worsted articles was a staple industry ( cf. 
larnsey worsted 1583). Cf. GUER.c"<SEY. 

Jerusalem d3;~rii·s;~l;}m in A.V., O.T. Jeru
salem, 1'\.T. Hierusalem, the latter repr. a 
Hellenized form with initial aspirate and 
consequent assim. to hier6s holy, the former 
deriving from Gr.l HPOYCAi\HM, which pro b. 
approximates to the earlier pronunc. Y erfl
shiilem of the Heb. name (interpreted as 
'possession of peace'). J. ARTICHOKE (xvn). 

jess d3es (chiefly pl.) straps for a hawk's 
legs. XIV (ges). -OF. ges nom. sg. and ace. 
pl. (mod.jet cast) = Pr.jet, Cat. get, It.getto 
:-Rom. *'jectus, for L.jactus throw, f.jacere 
( cf. EJECT). 

jessamine see JASMINE. 

Jesse d3t!·si genealogical tree repr. the de
scent of Jesus Christ from 'the root of Jesse' 
(I sa. xi I), the father of David (I Sam. xvi 
xz). xv. J. window, one containing a J. tree. 

jest d3est tdeed, exploit xm; tidle tale xv; 
mocking speech; witticism, joke XVI. ME. 
geste- OF. geste, jeste = Pr. gesta history, 
race :- L. gesta doings, exploits, n. pl. of 
pp. of gerere do, perform (cf. GERENT). 

Jesuit d3e·zjuit member of the Society 
of Jesus, founded by Ignatius of Loyola 
in I534· XVI. -F. Jesuite or modL. 
Jesuita, f. Jesiis+-ita -ITE. Hence Jesui·tx
CAL xvr; after F. jesuitique. 

Jesus d3i·s;}s, Jesu d3i·zju the Founder of 
Christianity. Not used in OE., in which it 
was rendered by Hrelend Saviour; in ME. 
(xn) not usu. written in full, but almost 
always in the abbreviated forms ihu and ihs, 
ihus, ihc, ili.u, etc. (see IHS); repr. ChrL. 
Jesus, obi. cases lesii- Gr. Iesoils, Ies011-late 
He b. or Aramaic yeshiia', for earlier y' hoshua' 
Joshua, which is explained as 'Jah (or Jah
veh) is salvation'. In early mod. Eng. bibles 
lesu was the distinctive fonn for the obl. 
cases; it was frequent in the earlier forms 
of the Book of Common Prayer, and sur
vives in the Gloria in excelsis Deo and 
the General Confession at Morning and 
Evening Prayer. Jesus' is often pronounced 
as if Jesu's d3i·zjflz. Editors of ME. texts 
have usu. expanded the form ihs as ihesus, 
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JET 

but such spellings first appear in print late 
in xv. In asseverations shortened to gis(se), 
iysse, lis (XVI); in modlr. and U.S. exclama
tory use deformed as JABERS, jebers, jeepers, 
jee-whizz. 

jet1 d3et hard black form of lignite. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa). ME. geet, jeet, later jeat, 
jeit- AN. geet, *jeet, OF. jaiet, jayet (mod. 
jais) :- L. gagtites- Gr. gaglites, f. Gdgai 
town in Lycia, Asia Minor. 

jet• d3et tproject, protrude, jut XVI; spout 
forth xvn. - (O)F. jeter throw, cast, fling, 
dart= Pr. getar, Sp.jetar :-Rom. *jectare, 
for L. jactare (see JACTATION). Hence 
(partly- F.jet) jet sb. tprojection; tswag
ger; stream of water, etc., shot out. xvn. 

jetsam d3e•tsam goods thrown overboard 
to lighten a vessel and afterwards washed 
ashore. XVI. Early forms jetson, -sen, later 
-sam (cf. FLOTSAM), contr. form of JETTISON. 

jettison d3e·tisan action of throwing goods 
overboard. xv. -AN. getteson, OF. getaison 
:- L. jactatio(n-), f. jact-, jactiire; see JET 2, 

-ATION. The contr. form jetson, JETSAM 
having become restricted to the caner. sense, 
the earlier form was restored in the language 
of marine insurance to distinguish the action 
(xvm). Hence je·ttison vb. throw over
board (often fig.). XIX. 

jetty d3e·ti pier running out into the sea, 
etc.; toverhanging upper storey. XV. -OF. 
jetee, getee projecting part of a building, 
structure to protect a harbour, sb. use of 
fern. pp. ofjeter throw; see JET 2 and cf. JUT. 

jeu 30 play. XVIII. F. :- L.jocu-s pleasantry, 
jest, which repl. L. litdus play in Rom. 

Jew d3ii person of Hebrew race. xn (Giw, 
Gyu, Iu, Iuzv, leu). -OF. giu, earlier juiu 
(mod. juif) :- L. judreu-s- Gr. ioudafos, f. 
Aram. y'hiidiii, Heb. y'hiidi, f. y'hiidiih 
Judah, name of a Jewish patriarch and the 
tribe descended from him. OE. had pl. 
Iudeas, early ME. Iudeow (Orm). Jew's EAR 
fungus growing on trees, esp. the elder (on 
which Judas Iscariot, ace. to legend, hanged 
himself) XVI; mistr. of medL. auricula Judre 
Judas's ear. Jews' HARP, earlier Jews' TRUMP 
(xvi), rudimentary musical instrument, the 
ascription of which to Jews is unexpl. Hence 
JewisH1 d3u•iJ. XVI; OE. had Iudeisc, early 
ME. Iudaysse, Iudissk (Orm). JewRY d3ua•ri 
Jews' quarter, ghetto xm; Jews; tJudea, 
Palestine XIV. -AN .juerie, OF.juierie (mod. 
juiverie). 

jewel d3ii·al tcostly ornament of gold, 
silver, or precious stone XIII (fig. 'treasure', 
'getn' XIV); precious stone, esp. as an orna
ment XVI. ME. iuel, iozvel, gewel- AN. juel, 
jeuel, OF.joel (nom. sg. joiaus; mod. joyau), 
whence Pr., Sp. joyel, It. gioiello; of doubt
ful formation, but ult. based on L.jocus jest, 
in Rom. game, sport. So jew·el1ER2• xrv. 
-AN. jueler, OF. juelier (mod. joaillier). 
jew·ellERY, jew·elRY in ME. (XIV)- OF. 
juelerie (mod. joaillerie); in mod. use (xvm) 
a new formation. 

JIGGLE 

Jezebel d3a·zibal shameless woman. XVI. 
Allusive use of the name of the infamous 
wife of Ahab, king of Israel (I Kings xvi 3 I, 
xix r, z, xxi, and 2 Kings ix 3o-37). 

jib1 d3ib (naut.) triangular stay-sail XVII 
(gibb); phr. cut of one's jib personal appear
ance (orig. a naut. metaphor) XVIII (orig. 
Amer.). Of unkn. origin; poss. abbrev. of 
GIBBET, with ref. to the suspension of the 
sail from the mast-head. So jib vb. (naut.) 
pull a sail round xvn; synon. with Da. gibbe, 
Du. gijpen, G. geipen, but the initial cons. 
is against any immed. connexion; cf. GYBE. 

jib" d3ib projecting arm of a crane. XVIII. 
perh. abbrev. of GIBBET and so identical with 
prec. 

jib3 d3ib (of a horse, etc.) stop and refuse 
to go on. XIX (gib, Jane Austen ;jibb, Scott). 
Of unkn. origin; remarkably like OF. giber 
kick, regiber (mod. regimber), whence ME. 
(once) regibben, but no historical connexion 
may be supposed. 

jibbah d3iba Egyptian var. of JUBBAH. 

jibe see GIBE, GYBE, 

jiboya d3iboi·a great boa. XVII (giboya, 
Purchas). - Tupi giboia. 

jiffy d3i-fi (colloq.) moment, minute. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin ; poss. rei. to jijjle fidget 
(xvn-mod. dial.). Also jiff. XVIII. 

jig d3ig lively springy dance, music for this ; 
tlively ballad, light dramatic performance; 
(dial., sl.) joke, sport, game. XVI. Ofunkn. 
origin; meaning and chronology do not 
favour deriv. from OF. gigue stringed instru
ment, fiddle (in senses 'dance' and 'dance 
tune', prob. from Eng.) = Pr., It. giga, of 
Germ. origin (cf. G.geige fiddle). The mod. 
(XIX) applications to various mechanical de
vices are from jig vb. in the sense 'move 
rapidly or jerkily up and down or to and fro' 
(xvn), an extension of 'sing or play as a jig' 
(xvi), which most pro b. derives from the sb., 
not from OF. giguer gambol, sport. 

jigger1 d3i·ga;r tdancer of a jig xvu; (naut.) 
small tackle; and in various names of me
chanical contrivances similar to those called 
jig XVIII. f. prec.+-ER1• 

Jigger 2 d3i·g;u. XVIII. Later var. of CHIGOE. 

jiggered d3i•gaJd in (colloq.) I'm jiggered, 
euphem. substitute for a profane or indecent 
word. XIX (Marryat, Dickens). 

jiggery-pokery d3i·gari pou·kari (colloq.) 
underhand or tricky dealing. XIX. synon. 
with and perh. alteration of Sc. and north. 
dial. jookery pawkery (Scott), earlier juwkry
pawkry (xvn), jingling formation on (dial.) 
jouk dart, dodge, duck (xvr, G. Douglas), of 
unkn. origin; see -ERY. 

jiggle d3i·gl move restlessly with slight 
jerks. XIX. Partly f. JIG vb. + -LE0 ; partly 
modification of JOGGLE, to express smaller 
movements. 
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JIG-SAW 

jig-saw d3i·gsil vertically reciprocating saw. 
XIX (orig. U.S.). f. JIG+SAW. 

jihad, jehad d3i'hii·d religious war of Mo
hammedans against unbelievers. XIX. Arab. 

jill d3il var. of GILL4• XVII. 

jilt d3ilt tloose woman XVII (an old cheating 
jilt, Wycherley); 'a woman who gives her 
lover hopes, and deceives him' (J.) XVII. 'A 
new canting word' in Blount's 'Glosso
graphia' of 1674, of unkn. origin; hence as 
vb., the earliest recorded ex. of which (r66o) 
shows a wider sense of 'deceive, cheat'. 

jiminy d3i·mini trivial oath. XVII. Earlier 
gemini, pro b. of LDu. origin (cf. LG.jemini, 
G., Du. jemine, perversion of Jesu Domine 
0 Lord Jesus). 

jim-jam d3i·md3rem tA. fanciful or trivial 
article XVI; B. pl. (orig. U.S.) delirium tre
mens xrx. Fanciful redupl. formation with 
vowel-alternation, as in flim-flam, whim
wham, but the basis is unknown. 

jimmy d3i·mi var. of JEMMY. 

jingle d3i·l)gl give forth a combination of 
ringing sounds. xrv(gynglen, Ch.). imit.; cf. 
JANGLE, Du. jengelen, G. klingeln (OHG. 
klingilon) ; sp. with g- continued till xrx. 

jingo d3i·l)gou Recorded first (xvii) in con
juror's patter, usu. hey or high jingo, as a call 
for the mysterious appearance of something 
(opp. to hey presto), of unkn. origin; then 
(Motteux's Rabelais, r694, tr. F. par Dieu) in 
by jingo!, a vigorous asseveration. The use 
of this excl. in the refrain of a music-hall 
song (I878) by G. W. Hunt, viz. 'We don't 
want to fight, yet by Jingo! if we do, I We've 
got the ships, we've got the men, and got 
the money too' I, gave rise to the slogan of 
those who supported Lord Beaconsfield in 
his resistance to the Russian advance on 
Turkey in 1878 and to the use of jingo as a 
nickname for such supporters, whence it 
became a gen. term for advocates of a belli
cose policy in dealing with foreign powers. 
Hence ji·ngorsM. 1878. 

jink d3il)k quick turn so as to elude XVIII 
(Burns); high jinks tfrolic at a drinking
party XVII, lively or boisterous sport XIX. So 
jink vb. move with sudden quick motion, 
make a quick elusive turn. XVIII (Ramsay). 
orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 

jinn d3in in Mohammedan demonology, 
(one of) an order of spirits. XVII (dgen). 
-Arab. jinn, pl. of jinni GENIE (also jinnee 
d3ini XIX). 

jinricksha d3inri•kJa light two-wheeled 
man-drawn vehicle. XIX. - Jap.jin-riki-sha, 
f.jin man+ riki strength, power+ sha vehicle. 
Cf. RICKSHAW. 

jinx d3il)ks (U.S.) person or thing that 
brings bad luck. xx. Of unkn. origin. 

jirga(h) d3i;>· .1ga assembly of chiefs of 
Afghan tribes. XIX. Pushtu. 

JOEY 

jitter d3i·t;>.1 (U.S.) act in a nervous way. 
xx. So ji·tters sb. pl., ji·tterv1• xx. 

jiu-jitsu var. of JUJITSu. 

job1 d3o:Jb pierce to a slight depth as with a 
pointed object. xv (Promp. Parv.). Of sym
bolic origin, expressive of a brief forcible 
action; cf. BOB 2, STAB (tstob), JAB, DAB\ 

job 2 d3o:Jb piece of work XVI (Iobb of werk); 
transaction, operation XVII ; position of 
employment XIX (orig. U.S. colloq.). poss. 
transf. use of tjob piece, lump (x1v), cart
load (XVI), of unkn. origin. 

Job d3oub patriarch of the O.T. taken as a 
type of destitution and of patience. XVI. 

jobation d3oubei· f;>n f. tjobe rebuke, repri
mand (xvn), f. JoB, in allusion to the lengthy 
reproofs addressed to him by his friends ; 
see -ATION. t1f The var. jau·ba·tion shows 
assim. to JAW. 

jobbernowl d3;>•b;>moul stupid head, block
head. XVI. f. tjobard (- F.jobard, f. OF. jobe 
stupid, silly)+NOLL. 

Jock d3o:Jk Sc. var. of JACK; rustic ( cf. 
HoDGE). xvr. 

jockey d3;>" ki pet-form of JOCK; man of the 
people; lad XVI ; thorse-dealer; professional 
rider in horse-races XVII. f. JocK+-ey, -v•. 
Hence as vb. ride as a jockey XIX; play the 
'jockey' with, outwit, trick xvn. 

jocko, jacko d3<>·kou, d3re·kou chimpanzee. 
XIX. - F.jocko (Buffon, 1766), deduced from 
engeco, prop. ncheko, native name in the 
Gaboon country, W. Africa. 

jockteleg d3•rktaleg (dial.) clasp-knife. 
XVII. In earliest use Sc., in the form Jock 
the leg, later jocteleg; referred by Lord 
Hailes (c.r776) to Jacques de Liege (James of 
Liege), said to have been found inscribed 
on an old knife as the name of the cutler, 
but there is no confirmation of this. 

jocose d3okou·s characterized by sportive 
wit. XVII. - L. jocosus, f. jocus; see JOKE, 
-osE. So joculAR d3<>·kjul;>J disposed to 
joking; said or done in jest. XVII. - L. jocu
liiris, f. joculus, dim. of jocus. 

jocund d3o:J·k;md, d3ou·bnd merry, cheer
ful. XIV (Ch.). -OF. jocond, jocund= Sp. 
joczmde, It. giocondo- L. jocundus, late form 
of jucundus pleasant, agreeable (:- "'juvi
cundus), f. juviire help, delight (cf. AID). 

jod see YOD. jodel see YODEL. 

jodhpurs d3a·dp;>.IZ riding breeches tight 
from knee to ankle. XIX. f. Jodhpur, name 
of a town in Rajasthan (Rajputana), India. 

joey1 d3ou·i young kangaroo. XIX. Native 
Australian (Kangaroo Island) joe. 

joey2 d3ou·i (sl.) fourpenny piece. XIX. dim. 
of Joe, pet-form of Joseph; said to have been 
named after Joseph Hume (d. r8ss), who 
pressed for their coinage ; see -Y8• 



JOG 

jog d3og tstab, prod; give a slight push to, 
nudge; intr. move as with a jolting pace. 
XIV. In late ME. in w.midl. texts, varying 
to some extent with jag and tjug, all sym
bolical of stabbing or jerking movement; 
not common in literature before XVI. Hence 
joggLE2 d3o·gl shake to and fro. XVI (G. 
Douglas). 

Johannine d3ouh!e·nain pert. to the apostle 
and evangelist John. XIX. f. ecclL. Johannes 
}OHN+·INE1

• 

johannisberger d3ouh!e·nisb;}Jg;u white 
wine produced atJohannisberg in the Rhein
gau, Germany. XIX. 

John d3on one of the commonest Jewish 
and Christian names (the name of two saints 
of the N.T., John Baptist and John Apostle 
and Evangelist). ME. Iohan, Ion, later Ihon, 
Iohn,John (sp. being based partly on abbrevs. 
of the L. form, Illes, !hoes, lolls, etc.) -late 
L. (Vulgate) Ioannes (medL. Johannes) 
- N.T. Gr. Iodnnes- Heb. yoxii~~tin, for 
y'hOxiiniin, expl. as 'God (Jah) is gracious'. 
Cf. OF. Jehan (mod. Jean), Sp. Juan, It. 
Giovanni, G., Du., etc., Flans, Russ. Ivan, 
W. Ieuan, !fan, Gael. Jain, tEoin, lr. Sean 
(Shane). See also }ACK. John Bull typical or 
individual Englishman; from the name of 
a character repr. the Eng. nation in Arbuth
not's satire 'Law is a Bottomless Pit', 1712. 
John DoRY XVIII. Hence johnnY6, -IE 
d3o·ni (J-) pet-form of John; trans£. fellow, 
chap. XVII. 

Jmn d3oin put or bring together XIII 
(RGlouc.); come or be put together c.1300. 
- joign-, pres. stem of (O)F. joindre = Pr. 
junher, Sp. uncir, uiiir, It. giungere :- L. 
jungere, £. IE. *jug- (see YOKE). So joi·ndER6 

joining. XVII (Sh.). -legal AN. joinder, sb. 
use of OF. joindre. joint d3oint articula
tion, as of bones XIII; part so joined XIV; 
(U.S.) place of resort (orig. of meeting), esp. 
for illicit purposes XIX. - OF. joint and 
jointe, sb. uses ofm. and fem. pp. ofjoindre. 
joint adj. joined, combined (now only 
attrib.) XIV; holding or held in conjunction 
xv. - (O)F. joint, pp. of joindre. jointure 
d3oi·ntJoJ tjunction, joint XIV (Ch., Wycl. 
Bible); holding of property jointly, sole 
estate limited to the wife xv. - (O)F.jointure 
= Pr.jontura, Sp.juntura, It. giuntura :- L. 
junctura JUNCTURE. q The pronuncs. d3ain, 
d3aint (still dial.) are shown by rhyme XVII
XVIII. 

joist d3oist one of the timbers on which the 
boards of a floor, etc., rest. XIV. lVIE. giste, 
gyste, early mod. iust- OF. giste beam sup
porting a bridge (mod. gite) :- sb. use of L. 
jacitum, n. pp. of jacere lie down (cf. ADJA
CENT). q The development to joist is paral
leled by hoist. 

joke d3ouk something said or done to excite 
laughter. XVII (joque, Eachard). orig. sl.; 
poss.- L.jocus word-play, jest; cf. G.jucks, 
jux joke, spree, and Du.jok jest. So joke vb. 

JOSTLE 

XVII. Hence jo·kER1 jester, merry fellow 
XVIII ; something used in playing a trick ; 
odd card in a pack (orig. U.S.) XIX. 

jolly d3o·li (arch.) of gay disposition, lively, 
festive, jovial ; tgallant, brave ; tconfident ; 
tamorous xrv; splendid, fine; delightful, 
nice. XVI. ME. jolif- OF. jolif, (later and 
mod.) joli tgay, tpleasant, pretty = Pr., 
OCat. joliu (whence It. giulivo, OSp. juli), 
perh. f. ON. j6l midwinter festival, feast, 
YULE, after *'je9tij FESTIVE. q Final j was 
lost as in hasty, tardy. 

jolly-boat d3o·libout ship's boat. xvm. 
prob. alteration of app. synon. tjolywat, 
gellyzvatte (xv-xvii), of unkn. origin. 

jolt d3oult move with jerks from one's seat 
XVI; tbutt, nudge XVII. synon. with some
what earlier tjot, but the origin of both 
words is unkn., as also of the formally corr. 
first el. ofjolthead large clumsy head, block
head (xvr). 

jongleur 35·gl8r itinerant minstrel in 
medieval France. XVIII. - F. jongleur, 
alteration of jougleur (OF. jogleor) :- L. 
joculiitorem jester (see JUGGLER). 

jonquil d3<>"1)kwil species of narcissus. XVII. 
In early use junquilia - It. giunchiglia ; the 
present fom~ is- modL. jonquilla or F. 
jonquille- Sp. junquillo, dim. of junco :- L. 
juncu-s rush, reed. Formerly pronounced 
d3A"I)kwil. 

jordan d3o·Jdon turinal; chamber-pot. XIV. 
- medL. jurdanus, of unkn. origin. q Early 
forms with u do not support the conjecture 
of deriv. from the river Jordan. 

Jordan almond fine variety of almond 
grown esp. at Malaga, Spain. xv. Late ME. 
iardyne, jarden; in medL. amigdalum jardi
num(jardanum); prob.- (O)F. or Sp.jardin 
GARDEN; the present form is found in 
Gerarde (1597) and shows assim. to Jordan 
(cf. prec.). 

jorum d35·rom large drinking-bowl. XVIII 
(Fielding). perh. f. name of Joram, who 
'brought with him vessels of silver, and 
vessels of gold, and vessels of brass' (2 Sam. 
viii ro). 

joseph d3ou·zif A. in plant-names, name of 
the spouse of the Virgin Mary. XVI ; B. long 
(riding-)cloak; f. name of the patriarch 
Joseph of the O.T., in allusion to the outer 
garment which he left behind him (see Gen. 
xli 48-57). 

joss d3os Chinese idol. XVIII. perh. ult. 
- Pg. tdeos, deus :- L. deus god (cf. DEITY), 
through Javanese dejos; cf. Du. joosje, josie. 

jostle d3a·sl tmeet with in an encounter 
XIV; (trans. and intr.) knock or push (against) 
XVI. f. just, JOUST+-LE ;3 the formerly pre
vailing form was justle. 
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JOT 

jot d3<>t least part or point. XVI (Tindale). 
Formerly also iote, ioate- L. iota (pro
nounced jo·ta)- Gr. iota IOTA; cf. Sp., Pg. 
jota, G. jot, tjodt. Hence (presumably) jot 
d3<>t vb. set dozvn in the briefest form. XVIII 
(Ramsay). In earliest use Sc., familiarized 
by Galt and Scott. 

joule d3ul, d3aul electrical unit, named 
r88;;: after James Prescott Joule, English 
physicist. 

jounce d3auns jolt, bump. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). Of unkn. origin, like several other 
vbs. in -ounce, viz. bounce, flounce, pounce, 
trounce, all of which are applied to kinds of 
abrupt or forcible movement. 

journal d3;i·.rnal A. tdiurnal (service-book) 
XIV; titinerary; daily record of transactions; 
record of events XVI; daily newspaper XV! II. 
B. part of a shaft or axle that rests on the 
bearings XIX (I814). -OF. jurnal, jornal 
(mod. journal), sb. use of journal adj., for 
earlier jornel :-late L. diunuilis DIURNAL (cf. 
AJOURN). Sense B is first recorded from R. 
Buchanan's 'Shafts of Mills' and 'Millwork', 
in which journey is given as synon. ; the use 
presumably arose in Scottish workshops, but 
its raison d'etre is unknown. Hence jou·r
nahsT. XVII; cf. F.journaliste(r7o4); whence 
journali·snc. XIX (Carlyle); jou·rnalisM 
XIX (r833 in a review of a F. work 'Du 
journalisme'); after F. (r781). jou·rnallzE 
enter in a journal XVIII ; practise journalism 
XIX. 

journey d3:'i·.rni tday's travel; spell of 
travel, esp. by land XIII; (dial.) day's work 
(hence in journ~yman, orig. one qualified to 
work for day wages) XIV; amount produced 
in a day's work (e.g. at the British Mint) XVI. 
-OF. jornee (mod. journee day, day's work 
or travel) = Pr., Sp. Jornada, It. giornata :
Rom. *diurniita, f. L. diurnum daily portion, 
in Rom. langs. day, sb. use of n. of diurnus 
DIURNAL. So jou·rneyvb. travel. XIV.-Al\'. 
journeyer. 

joust d3aust, d3ust combat of two men-at
arms on horseback. XIII. - OF.juste,jouste, 
f. juster (mod. jouter) bring together, unite, 
engage on horseback (whence joust vb. 
xm) = Pr. jostar (whence Sp. justar, It. 
giostrau) :-Rom. *juxtiire come together, 
encounter, f. L. juxta near together, rei. to 
jugum YOKE, jungere JOIN. 

Jove d3ouv Jupiter. XIV (Ch.). By Jove XVI. 
See next. 

jovial d3ou•vial tunder the influence of the 
planet Jupiter, regarded astrol. as the source 
of happiness ; characterized by mirth. XVI 
(Spenser, Drayton). -F. jovial (XVI)- It. 
gioviale, f. Giove Jove, Jupiter:- L. Jovem, 
Jovis, etc., obi. cases of OL. Jovis (for which 
classical L. had the comp. with pater father, 
Juppiter, JuPITER, corr. to Skr. dyat4s pitd 
'heaven father'; cf. DEITY, DIVINE); see -IAL. 
Earlier tjovy jovial xv-xyii is - late L. 
jovius; Jo·vian (Palsgr.) - F. jovien. 

JUDAS 

jowP d3oul, d3aul jaw, jawbone; as in phr. 
cheek by jowl, which rep!. cheek by cheek. 
XVI. Later form of chawle, reduction of ME. 
chauel, OE. ceajl, corr. to OS. *kaoal (in 
d. pl. kafiun), Flem. kavel gum, rei. to MHG. 
kivel, Du. kevel. 

jowP d3oul, d3aul dewlap, crop, wattle. 
XVI. Later form of ME. cholle (xrv), OE. 
ceole, -u = OS., OHG. kela (G. kehle), 
throat, gullet, synon. with ME. choller, 
OE. ceolur = OHG. kelur (cf. Skr. gala). 

jowl3 d3oul, d3aul head. (XIV; jolrap head
rope.) Later form of cholle (xiv), of unkn. 
origin; of the three sbs. jowl,j-forms appear 
earliest in this. 

joy d3oi pleasurable emotion; state of happi
ness. xm. - OF.joie,joye (mod.joie) = Pr. 
joia, Sp.joya, It. gioia :-Rom. *gaudia, fern. 
for L. gaudia, pl. of gaudium joy (whence 
Pr. joi), f. gaud ere. So joy vb. trejoice XIII 
(Cursor M.); tENJOYXIV. - OF.joir(mod. 
jouir) = Pr. gaudir :- Rom. *gaudire, for 
L. gaudere rejoice, f. *gawedh- (cf. synon. 
Gr. gethein, f. "'giifeth-). So joy·ANCE. 
XVI (Spenser). joy·ous. XIV. - AN. joyous, 
OF. joios (mod. joyeux). 

jubbah d3A·ba, d3u·bba outer garment of 
Moslems and Parsecs. XVI, - Arab. jubbah 
(whence also F. jupe skirt, Pr. jupa, Sp. 
aljuba, It. giubba, giuppa). Cf. JIBBAH. 

jube d3u·bi rood-loft, choir-screen. XVIII. 
-F. jube- L. jube, imper. of juber~ bid, 
order, first word of the formulaJube, domine, 
benedicere Sir, bid a blessing, addressed by 
the deacon to the celebrant before the read
ing of the Gospel, which, in some places, 
was done from the rood-loft. 

jubilation d3ubilei·J:m exultant rejoicing. 
xrv (Wycl. Bible). - L.jiibilatio(n-), f.jiibi
liire (rustic word) call, halloo, (in Chr. 
writers) shout for joy; see -ATION. Also 
ju·bilANT. xvn (Milton). (][ Not orig. rei. 
to next. 

jubilee d3u·bili year of emancipation and 
restoration of the Jews, kept every 50 years 
(see Lev. J>XV); fiftieth anniversary. XIV. 
- (O)F. jubile (corr. to Sp. jubileo, It. giubi
leo). - ChrL. jiibil:eus (sc. annus year) -
(with assim. to jiibiliire; see prec.) ChrGr. 
iobelaios, f. Mbelos- He b. yobel jubilee, orig. 
ram, (hence) ram's horn, with which the 
jubilee year was proclaimed. 

Judaic d3iidei-ik Jewish XVII; earlier Juda·
ICAL xv. - L. Judaicus - Gr. Ioudazk6s, 
f. louda!os JEw. So JudaiSM d3u·deiizm 
Jewish polity. XVI. - ChrL. Judaismus -
Gr. Ioudaism6s (~ Mace. ii ~1), f. Ioudaios. 
So Ju·daiZE. XVI. - ChrL. judaiziire - Gr. 
ioudai'zein (Gal. ii 14). 

judas d3u·dgs opening through which one 
canlookwithoutbeingseen. XIX. - F.judas, 
transf. use of the name of the disciple who 
betrayed Jesus Christ (Matt. xxvi 48 ). 



JUDGE 

judge d3Ad3 officer appointed to administer 
the law; arbiter, umpire. XIV. - OF.juge = 
Pr.jutge, Sp.juez, It. judice, Rum. jude:- L. 
judie em, nom. judex, f. jus right, law+ -dicus 
speaking (see DICTION). So judge vb. XIII. 
- (O)F. juger = Pr. jutjar, Sp. juzgar, It. 
giudicare :- L.jiidictire. ju·dg(e)MENT. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - (O)F.jugement, f.juger. judg
matic, -ICAL d3t.d3mre·tik judicious. xrx; 
after dogmatic. 

judicature d3ii•dibtfu:u action or office of 
a judge; body of judges. XVI. - medL. 
judictitura, f. pp. stem of judicare JUDGE; 
see -uRE. 

judicial d3udi·J;)l pert. to judgement or a 
judge xrv; giving judgement xvr. - L.judi
citilis, f. judicium judgement, f. judie-, judex 
JUDGE; see -IAL. So judi·crous exercising 
good judgement. XVI. -F. judicieux = It. 
giudizioso, Sp. juicioso. 

Judy d3ii·di wife of Punch. XIX. Pet-form 
of the female name Judith. 

jug1 d3Ag deep vessel with a handle for 
holding liquid. XVI. prob. a use of the 
proper name Jug, pet-form of Joan, Joanna, 
and Jenny. sl. prison. XIX. 

jug• d3t.g imit. of the notes of the nightin
gale. XVI (Skelton). 

juggernaut d3A •g;)ln5t (J-) title of Krishna, 
avatar of Vishnu; idol of this carried in an 
enormous car, under which (it was once 
said) devotees threw themselves. XVII ; also 
fig.- Hindi Jagannath- Skr. Jaganntitha, f. 
jagat- world+ntithds lord, protector. 

juggins d3A·ginz (sl.) simpleton. c. r88o. 
perh. a use of the surname Juggins, f. Jug 
(see JUG1 ) + suffix as in Dickens, Jenkins, 
Tomkins; cf. earlier muggins. 

juggler d3t.·gl;).I tjester, buffoon; tmagi
cian, wizard; conjurer. XII. ME. iugelere, 
iugelour, iogeler- OF. jog-, jug-, jouglere, 
ace. jogleor, etc. (cf. JO:>IGLEUR) = It. gioco
latore :- L. jocultitor, -tit6rem (whence OE. 
geogelere), f. jocultiri jest; also OF. jogler = 
Sp. juglar, It. giocogliere :- medL. jocultiris 
buffoon, sb. use of the adj. (see JOCULAR). 
So ju·gglERY. XIII. -OF. juglerie. Hence 
(or- OF. jugler) ju·ggle. xrv. 

Jugoslav, Yugo- jiigouslii·v Southern Slav, 
pert. to the state of Jugoslavia (proclaimed 
30 Oct. 1918). XIX ( Yougo-Slav, after F.). 
Austrian German, f. Serb jugo-, comb. form 
of jug south+SLAV. 

jugular d3t.·gjO.l;).I pert. to the neck or 
throat. XVI. - late L. jugultiris, f. L. jugu
lum collar-bone, dim. of jugum YOKE; see 
-AR. 

juice d3iis liquid part of vegetables and 
fruits. XIII (iuys). - (O)F.jus- L.jiis broth, 
sauce, vegetable juice (cf. Skr. yus, OS!. 
jucha soup, broth, Gr. zdme leaven), f. *jeu
mix. 

JUNCTION 

ju-jitsu, -jutsu d3iid3i-tsu, -d3A'tsu sys
tem of wrestling and physical training. XIX. 
- Jap. jujutsu (pronounced d3ud3itsu), f. ju 
(Chinese jeu soft, yielding) + jutsu, jutsz 
(Chinese shu, shut) science. 

ju-ju d3u·d3ii W. African fetish. XIX. gen. 
thought to be- F. joujou plaything, redupl. 
formation on jouer play :- L. joctire. 

jujube d3ii·d3iib edible fruit of species of 
Zizyphus XIV; lozenge of the shape of or 
flavoured with this XIX. - (O)F. jujube or 
medL. jujuba, ult.- L. zizyphum- Gr. 
zfzuphon. This became in Rom. zizipus, 
zizupus, later *zizubo, *zuzubo, whence, 
with change of z to j, and the use of n.pl. as 
fern. sg. as in plant-names, jujuba. 

julep d3ii·lep sweet or syrupy liquor. XIV. 
- (O)F. julep, corr. to Pr. julep, Sp. julepe, 
It. giulebbe, medL. julapium- Arab. jultib
Pers. gultib rose-water, f. gul rose+tib water. 

julienne 3iilje·n vegetable soup. XIX, F. 
(XVIII), for potage a la julienne, f. proper 
name Jules or Julien (the reason is unkn.). 

July d3ulai· seventh month of the year. 
XIII. -AN. julie- L. JUlius (sc. mensis 
month), so named after CaiusJulius Cresar, 
who was hom in this month, the orig. name 
Quin( c )tilis being changed to Julius after his 
death and apotheosis. The unexpl. str. JulY' 
established since Johnson's time. t]J July
flower is a perversion of GILLYFLOWER. 

jumble1 d3t.·mbl tintr. move about in dis
order ; tmake a confused or discordant 
noise; mingle in confusion. XVI. Partly 
synon. with late ME. tjumpere, tjombre 
(Ch., Usk), both app. being formed on a 
symbolic base with iterative or frequent. 
suffix. sb. medley, disorder. XVII. 

jumble• d3t.·mbl (now U.S.) sweet cake, 
formerly made in rings. XVII (jumbal). per h. 
a use of gimbal, GIMMAL. 

jumbo d3t.·mbou big clumsy person, ani
mal, etc. XIX (early). prob. the second 
element of MUMBO-JUMBO. 

jump d3t.mp move or be moved up and 
down as with a leap or spring XVI ; leap over 
XVII; (U.S. and Colonial) take summary 
possession of (a claim) XIX. prob. imit. of 
the sound of feet coming to the ground ; cf. 
bump, thump. Words of similar form and 
meaning are It. dial. tzumpd, dzumbd, jum
pai, G. gumpen, Da. gumpe, Sw. dial. gwnpa; 
but these can have no direct contact with 
the Eng. vb. Hence jump sb. XVI. 

jumper d3A'mp;).I loose garment for the 
torso. XIX, pro b. rei. to ( obs. or dial). jump 
man's short coat, woman's bodice (xvn), 
perh. alteration of tjup (xvn)- F. juppe, 
var. ofjupe (see JUBBAH). 

junction d3A'I)kJan joining. xvm. - L. 
junctio(n-), f.junct-, pp. stem ofjungere JOIN; 
see YOKE, -TION. Cf. F.jonction. So ju·nc
tuRE place of joining xrv (Wycl. Bible); 
convergence of events XVII. - L. junctura 
joint (cf. JOINTURE). 
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JUNE 

June d3iln sixth month of the year. xm. 
- (O)F.juin = Pr.junh, Sp.junio, It. giugno 
:- L. Jziniu-s (sc. mensis month), var. of 
Jiinonius sacred to the goddess Juno. ME. 
juyn (ion) was refash. after L. 

jungle d3A"I)gl (orig.) waste land; (hence) 
land overgrown with underwood. XVIII. 
-Hindi, Marathijangal :- Skr. jangala dry, 
dry ground, desert. t1f Hence G. dschungel, 
F. jungle. 

junior d3il·ni;u younger XVII; of lower 
standing XVIII; sb. XVI. - L. junior (:- *ju
venior), com par. of juvenis YOUNG. 

juniper d3il·nip::u genus of coniferous trees. 
XIV. - L. jiiniperus. Cf. GENEVA, GIN 2

• 

junk1 d3A!Jk old rope xv (hence, worthless 
stuff, rubbish xx); salt meat used on long 
voyages (compared to pieces of rope) xvm. 
Of unkn. origin. 

junk2 d3AI)k native sailing vessel, esp. of 
the China seas. XVII. - F. -tjuncque (mod. 
jonque), Pg. junco, or Du. jonk- Javanese 
djong, Malay adJong. 

junker ju·l)bJ young German noble; spec. 
reactionary member of Pruss ian aristocracy. 
XVI (but not common till XIX). G., for earlier 
junkher(r),f. MHG .june YOUNG+ herre (mod. 
herr) lord, compar. of her exalted, eminent. 

Junket d3A"I)kit (rush) basket for fish XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); dish prepared with cream, 
orig. laid in or on rushes xv; tdainty dish or 
confection; feast, banquet XVI. - (O)F. 
jonquette, f. jane rush :- L. juncus; cf. Pr. 
juncada, medL. juncata. In the last two 
senses preceded by tjunkery (xv-xvi). 

junta d3A·nt" (in Spain and Italy) delibera
tive or administrative council XVII ; body of 
men combined for a common (political) 
purpose XVIII. - Sp., Pg. junta (whence F. 
junte) = It. giunta :-Rom. sb. use of fern. 
pp. juncta of jungere JOIN; cf. JOINT. In the 
latter sense often also ju·nto (xvii), with 
ending assim. to Sp. sbs. in -o (cf. -ADO). 

Jupiter d3u·pit"J supreme deity of the 
ancient Romans XIII (in earliest use Iubiter); 
largest of the planets XIII; (alch.) ttin XIV 
(Ch.); t(her., in blazoning by the names of 
heavenly bodies) azure XVI. - L. ; see JOVIAL. 
Used in several plant names, esp. tr. L. g. 
Jovis, e.g. Jupiter's beard, Barba Jovis. 

jurassic d3une·sik (geol.) pert. to oolitic 
formations of which the Jura mountains 
chiefly consist. XIX. - F.jurassique, f.Jura, 
after triassique TRIASSIC. 

jurat1 d3u:rrret municipal official or magi
strate in the Cinque Ports, the Chamiel 
Islands, and some French towns, etc. xv. 
- L.jiiriitus (cf. foll.); so F. jurat. 

jurat• d3u"·rret (leg.) memorandum of the 
swearing of an affidavit. XVIII. - L.jiirtitum, 
pp. n. of jiirtire; see JGRY. 

JUSTIFY 

juridical d3uri·dibl pert. to judicial pro
ceedings. xvr. f. L.jiiridicus, f.jiir-,jiis law 
(with Indo-Iranian cogns.) + -dicus saying, 
f. dicere say (see DICTION). So jurisconsu·lt 
one learned in the law. XVII (Bacon). - L. 
jl"irisconsultus, f. jziris, g. of jas + consultus. 
jurisdiction d3u;)risdi·kJ;m exercise of 
judicial authority. XIII (Cursor M.). Earliest 
forms iure-, iuridiccioun- OF. jure-, (also 
mod.)juridiction, later conformed to the orig. 
L. jiirisdictiii(n-); f. juris+ dictiii declaration; 
see JURY and DICTION. juriSPRU"DE:-;rCE tskill 
in law XVII (Coke); system of law XVII; 
science of law XVIII. - late L. jiirispriidentia 
(in Cicero priidentia jzlris). juriST d3u;)•rist 
tlawyer xv (Caxton); legal writer XVII 
(Bacon). - F.juriste or medL.jiirista, f.jiir-, 
iiis. juroR1 d3U;)"r".r member of a jury. XIV 
(PPI., Wyclif). - AN.jurour :- L.jl"irtitiirem. 
jury d3u;J·ri company of men sworn to 
give a verdict. XIV. Late ME. iuree- AN. 
juree (in this sense)- OF. jurt!e oath, juridi
cal inquiry, inquest- (AL.jzirtita) sb. use of 
pp. fern. of L.jl"irtire swear, f.jiir-,jiis, an old 
term of law and religion; cf. JUDGE, JUST; 
see -Y5

• 

jury-mast d3u;J·rimast, -m:lst (naut.) tem
porary mast. XVI. The first el. is perh. 
identifiable with "iuerie, recorded as i(u)we1·e 
'remedium' in Promp. Parv., which may be 
aphetic deriv. of OF. ajurie aid, f. aju- pres. 
stem of aidier AID+-rie -RYj see MAST 2• 

jussive d3A·siv (gram.) expressing com
mand. XIX. f. juss-, pp. stem of L. jubere 
command, pro b. f. IE. *jeudh- set in motion, 
repr. in Balto-Slavic, Gr., and Indo-Iranian 
with various sense-developments; see -IVE. 

just d3Ast righteous, fair; well-founded; 
proper, correct, texact. XIV. - (O)F. juste 
= Pr. just, Sp. justa, It. giusto- L. jllstus, 
f. jiis (cf. JURY). Hence just adv. exactly, 
precisely XIV; precisely (now or then); not 
more than, barely XVII; not less than, quite 
XVIII. Cf. F. juste. 

just see JOUST. 

justice d3A·stis exercise of judicial authority 
XII ; judicial officer, judge XII ; quality of 
being just XIV; rightfulness XVI (Sh.). Early 
ME. iustise (Peterborough Chron., Vices 
and Virtues)- (O)F.justice = Pr., Sp.justi
cia, It. giustizia- L. justitia righteousness, 
equity, f. jiistus JGST; see -ICE. So ju·sticER2 

(hist.). XIV (R. Mannyng). - AK justicer, 
OF. justider- medL. justiciar -i· JiaJ 
(hist. or obs.) xv, justiciary -i·Ji:lri XVI. 
- medL. justititirius; see -AR, -ARY. 

justify d3A"stifai tjudge, condemn, punish; 
show to be just ; make good, verify 
XIV; ·maintain the justice of; make exact, 
adjust (esp. printing type) XVI. - (O)F. 
justifier- ChrL. jiistijictire do justice to, 
vindicate, f. justus JUST: see -FY. So justi
fiCA"T!ON. XIV (theol. XVI). - (O)F. or ChrL. 
ju·stifiABLE. XVI. -F. 
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JUT 

jut d3At project, stick out. XVI. var. of JET 2 , 

by assim. to tjutty (xv) project, also tjetty 
(xvi), and tjutty (xv) pier, JETTY. 

jute d3i"lt fibre from the bark of Indian trees 
(genus Corchorus) used for canvas, etc. 
xvm. - Bengali jhoto, jhuto :- Skr. iftta, 
var. of jata braid of hair. 

Jute d3ii.t member of one of the three Low 
German tribes which invaded and settled in 
Britain. XIV (Jutes, Trevisa). repr. medL. 
Jutre, Jutipl. (Bede), in OE. Eotas, Iotas (cf. 
Ice!. 16tar people of Jutland in Denmark). 

juvenile d3u·v;}nail young, youthful XVII 

KANA 

(Bacon); sb. young person XVIII. - L. juve
nilis, f. juvenis YOUNG; see -ILE. tJuvenal 
sb. is earlier. XVI (i:lh.). - L. juvendlis. 
juvenilia -i·li;} works produced in one's 
youth. XVII (\Vither, Donne, Dryden). - L. 
n.pl. 

juxtaposition d3A:kst;}p;}zi· f;}n placing close 
together. XVII. - !•'.juxtaposition, f. L.juxtii 
(cf. JOVST)+position. So juxtapo·se. XIX. 
-F. juxtaposer; earlier tjuxtapo·sit. XVII. 
See POSE, POSITION. 

jynx d3igks wryneck. XVII. - modL.jynx, 
for L. iynx- Gr. iugx. 

K 
k- see also c-, KH-. 

kaama kii·m;} hartebeest. XIX. Said by 
Burchell to be Hottentot, but current also in 
Sechuana. 

kabaya bbii·j;} light loose tunic. XVI (cabie, 
cabaja). The current form repr. Malay 
kabaya (whence Du. kabaai) ; vars. have 
occurred repr. F. cabaye, Pg. cabaya, -aia, 
all -Arab. qabdya, qabd', Pers. qabd. 

Kabyle kllbai·l Berber of Algeria or Tunis. 
XIX. - Arab. qabii'il, pl. of qabilah tribe. 

kaddish kre·dif portion of the daily ritual 
of the synagogue. XVII (Purchas). - Aram. 
qaddish holy, holy one. 

Kaffir kre·f;}J, Kafir kii·f;}J infidel; mem
ber of a S. African race of the Bantu family. 
XIX. - Arab. kdjir, prp. active of kafara 
deny, be unbelieving; for early forms see 
CAFFRE. 

kailyard see KALE. 

kaimakam kaim;}kii·m deputy (spec. of the 
Grand Vizier). XVII. -Turk. qdimaqdm 
- Arab. qa'im maqdm 'one standing in the 
place of another', i.e. qd'im standing, maqdm 
place, station. 

kainite kai·nait (min.) hydrous chlorosul
phate of magnesium and potassium. XIX. 
-G. kainit, f. Gr. kain6s new+-ITE; named 
by C. F. Zincken in I86s with ref. to its re
cent formation. 

kaiser kai·z;}.r emperor. XVI. -G. kaiser 
and Du. keizer, tkeiser, tkeser, a Germ. 
adoption of L. CJESAR through Gr. kafsar, 
repr. by OE. cdsere, OFris. keisar, OS. kesur, 
-ar, ON. keisari, Goth. kaisar. ME. caisere 
(xn-xv) was- o:-.;.; the mod. use is inde
pendent of the ME. currency of the word. 
The alliterative formula king and (or) kaiser 
was common from XIII to xvn, and is re
corded dial. in XIX; in literary use it was 
revived by Scott. 

kajaw.ah kad3ii"\va, ka·d3:.JW;} camel-litter, 
panmer. XVII (T. Herbert). Urdu(- Pers.) 
kajdwah, kajazuah. 

kaka kii·ka N.Z. parrot of the genus Nestor. 
XVIII. Maori, 'parrot'. So ka·kapo N.Z. 
owl parrot (po night), kakari·ki green 
parrakeet ((r)iki little). XIX. 

kakemono kreklmou·nou wall picture on 
silk or paper. XIX. Jap., f. kake- hang, mono 
thing. 

kale, kail keil cabbage XIII (cale, Cursor 
M.) ; cabbage broth xv (Henryson). north. 
var. of COLE. Hence kailyard cabbage
garden (YARD1), familiar since I895 as an 
epithet of fiction and its authors (literature 
of the k., k. school) describing, with much 
use of the vernacular, common life in Scot
land. 

kaleidoscope blai·d;:~skoup optical instru
ment in which reflections of pieces of 
coloured glass are made to form varying 
patterns. I8I7 (David Brewster). f. Gr. 
ktll6s beautiful ( cf. CALLI-)+ efdos shape ( cf. 
IDEA)+ -SCOPE. 

kalends see CALENDS. 

kali kei-lai prickly saltwort, Salsola Kali 
XVI; tsoda ash XVIII; (lemon k.) mixture of 
tartaric acid and bicarbonate of soda XIX. 
-Arab. qali; see ALKALI. 

kalmia kre·lmi;:~ genus of Amer. evergreen 
shrubs. XVIII. modL., f. name of Peter 
Kalm, a pupil of Linnreus; see -IA'. 

kampong krempa·g Malay village. XIX. 
See COMPOUND 3• 

kamptulicon kremptju.·likan patent floor
cloth. 1844. f. Gr. kampt6s flexible+oulos 
thick + -ikon, n. of -ik6s -rc. 

kana ka·nll Jap. writing, the chief varieties 
of which are hiragana and katakana. xvnr. 

[so I) 



KANGAROO 

kangaroo ka::l)go:lru· Australasian marsupial 
mammal. XVIII. Said by Capt. James Cook 
(r77o) and Joseph Banks (1770) to have been 
a native Australian name (kangooroo), which 
is supported by some later writers, but 
denied by others. 

kanoon bnu·n species of dulcimer, harp, 
etc. xrx (Moore). - (Pers. -)Arab. qdnun. 

kantar krentii·.I measure of weight (roo lb.). 
XVI (Eden).- Arab. qintar - medL. centena
rium, n. (sc. pondus weight) of L. centeniirius 
(f. centeni roo at a time, f. centum HUNDRED), 
whence mod Gr. kentendri; cf. QUINTAL. 

Kantian ka::·nti::m pert. to Immanuel Kant 
(r724-r8o4), G. philosopher; see -IAN. XIX 
(KantiamsM, Beddoes). 

kaolin kei·olin fine white porcelain clay. 
XVIII. -F. kaolin- Chinese kao-, kau-ling 
name of a mountain (kao high, ling hill) in 
N. China, whence the stuff was orig. ob
tained. 

kapok kii •pok fine cotton wool from the seeds 
of a tree. XVIII (capoc). -Malay kiipoq, 
through F. capoc, Du. kapok, or G. kapok. 

kaput kapu·t finished, done for. G.; see 
CAPOT, 

Karaite kEo:l·reiait member of a Jewish sect 
which bases its tenets on literal interpreta
tion of the scriptures. XVIII. f. He b. q'riiim 
scripturalists, f. qiirii read; see -ITE. 

karma kii·.zmo:l fate, destiny (as determined 
by one's actions in a former state of exis
tence). XIX. Skr. karma-n action, effect, 
fate, f. IE. "'qwer- shape, form. 

kaross ko:lr:>'S skin mantle used by Hotten
tots, etc. XVIII. Afrikaans karos, poss. of Du. 
origin (kuras cuirass has been suggested). 

kar(r)oo bro.· barren tract of land in S. 
Africa. XVIII. Of Hottentot origin, but 
precise details are unknown. 

karyo-, also caryo- ka::·riou comb. form of 
Gr. kdruon nut, kernel, in bioi. terms refer
ring to the nucleus of a cell. XIX. 

katabolism btre·b;>lizm (bioi.) destructive 
metabolism. XIX. f. Gr. katabo/£, f. kata
bdllein throw down; see CATA-, BALLISTA, 
-ISM. 

katydid kei-tidid (U.S.) insect of the locust 
family, producing by stridulation a noise 
which the name is taken to echo. XVIII. 

kava kii•v;J intoxicating beverage. XIX. S\V. 
Polynesian; also ava. 

kavass bva•s armed police officer. XIX. Turk. 
-Arab. qawwiis bow-maker, f. qaws bow. 

kayalt kai·rek sealskin canoe. XVIII. Eskimo. 
kayles keilz (dial.) pl. ninepins, skittles. 

XIV. - CVI)Du. kegel, tkeyl- (in keylbane 
skittle-alley) = OHG. chegil (G. kegel) 
tapering stick, cone, skittle :- Germ. "'kagi
laz, f. "'kag-. Cf. (O)F. quille from MDu. or 
MHG., and W. ceilys from Eng. 

KEEP 

kazi see CADI. 

kea kei·o:l parrot of N.Z., Nestor notabilis. 
XIX. Maori; imit. of the bird's cry. 

keck see KEX. 

kedge ked3 warp a ship by winding in a 
hawser attached to a small anchor. xv. 
Earliest form cagge (XIV), dial. cadge; for the 
variation of a with e cf. cag KEG, calle KELL, 
cannel KENNEL 2, castre[ KESTREL, catch KETCH. 
Hence ke·dgER1 small anchor or grapnel. 
XV; kedge( -ANCHOR), XVIII. 

kedgeree ke·d3ari Indian dish of rice with 
condiments; dish made from cold fish, etc., 
served hot. XVII (kits-, ketch-, kichery). 
-Hindi khichri :- Skr. k'rsara dish of rice 
and sesamum: 

keech kitJ lump of congealed fat. XVI (Sh.). 
Cf. dial. keech congeal as fat; of unkn. 
origin. 

keeP kil lowest longitudinal timber (or iron 
plating) of a ship XIV; (nat. hist.) central 
ridge XVI (Gerarde). ME. kele- ON. kjqlr 
:- "'keluz. So kee·lHAUL, also -HALE. XVII. 
- Du. kielha[en. See KELSON. 

keel' kil flat-bottomed vessel, lighter. XIV. 
ME. kele- l\ILG. kel, MDu. kiel ship, boat 
= OE. ceol, OS. kiol, OHG. chiol (Du., G. 
kiel) :- CGerm. "'keulaz. 

keel" kil (dial.) cool OE.; prevent (a pot) 
from boiling over XIV. OE. celan = OFris. 
kela (Du. koelen), OHG. t:huolen (G. kiihlen), 
0~. kcela :- Germ. (exc:. Gothic) *koljan, 
f. "'k6l- COOL. 

keelson see KELSON. 

keen1 kin twise; tbrave, fierce OE.; having 
a sharp edge or point; acute, bitter; pun
gent, biting XIII; ardent, intense XIV; pene
trating, acute xvm. OE. cene = OS. ""k6ni, 
MLG. kane (Du. koen), OHG. chuoni (G. 
kiihn) bold, brave, ON. kcenn skilful, expert 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) ""konjaz, which 
has no certain cogns. 

keen2 kin (Anglo-lr.) lament. XIX. - Ir. 
caoinim I wail. 

keep kip, pt., pp. kept A. tseize, hold, watch 
(for); pay regard to, observe OE. ; B. take 
care of, guard XII ; preserve, maintain ; re
serve, withhold, restrain XIV; C. reside, 
dwell (in) XIV. Late OE. cepan, pt. cepte, of 
which no cogns. are known. Its sense-de
velopment has been infl. by its being used 
to render L. servare, with its comps. con
servare, obsen;are, prreservare, reservare. Its 
meanings have close affinity with those of 
hold, but the meaning 'support, sustain' of 
the latter does not belong to keep. Hence 
keep sb. A. tcare, heed; B. donjon of a 
castle xm ; C. act of keeping, being kept 
xvm ; sustenance XIX. (The origin of B 
is not certain.) keepsake ki·pseik thing 
kept for the SAKE of the giver xvm (Mme 
d' Arblay) ; literary annual containing col
lections of tales, poems, etc., intended as a 
gift, common in early XIX. 



KEF 

kef, keif, kief kef, kaif, kif drowsiness, 
dreamy intoxication, enjoyment of idleness. 
XIX. - Arab. kaif, kef well-being, enjoy
ment (in Morocco, etc., Indian hemp). 

keffiyeh kefl·jei kerchief. xrx. - Arab. 
kaffiyah, kuffiyeh, perh. - late L. cofea, 
cuphia COIF. 

keg keg small barrel. XVII. dial. var. of 
north. cag (xv)- Ice!. kaggi. (j[ For the 
change of vowel cf. KEDGE. 

kehaya kehaja· Turkish viceroy, etc. XVI 
(cahaia; later vars. are numerous). -Turk. 
kil;zayd- Pers. katkhudd, f. kat house + 
khudd master. 

kell kel. xrv. var. of calle, CAUL, of which 
it has the main senses. (j[ For the change 
of vowel cf. KEDGE, KEG, KETCH. 

kelp kelp large seaweed XIV; calcined ashes 
of seaweed XVII. Late ME. ciilp(e), of 
which kelp and rare tkilpe appear to be dial. 
vars. ; this variation points to an OE. *cylp. 

kelp'ie ke·lpi water-sprite of the Scottish 
Lowlands. XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

kelson, keelson ke·!s;"Jn line of timber in
side a ship parallel to the keel. XVII. ME. 
kelszvayn, kelsweyn, kelsyng, mod. kelsine, 
perh. points to an original *kelsu:in, the 
nearest parallel to which, and the prob. 
source, is LG. kielwiin (whence also G. kiel
schwein, Da. kolsvin, Sw.k6lsdn), f.kielKEEL 1 

-+- (prob.) swin SWINR, used, like cat, dog, 
horse, for a timber. The form keelson is due 
to assim. to KEEL 1 , 

kempt see U:-<KEMPT. 

ken1 tmake known OE.; (arch., dial.) know 
XIII. OE. cennan (pt. cende, pp. cenned) = 
OFris. kenna, kanna, OS. kennian (Du. 
kennen), OHG. chennen (G. kennen), ON. 
kenna, Goth. (CGerm.) kannjan, f. *kann
I know, CAN1• Properly causative, 'make 
known', which was the only use in OE. and 
Gothic, but in Germ. langs. gen. it acquired 
the sense 'know' at an early period; in Eng. 
this use may be immed. due to Norse; in 
Sc. it has displaced knaw, KNOW. Hence 
ken sb. tmeasure of distance at sea; range 
of vision or perception. XVI. 

ken 2 (sl.) house. xvr. Of cant origin. 

kennedya keni·di;, genus of leguminous 
plants. xrx. modL. (Ventenat, I 8o4), f. name 
of one Kennedy, a Hammersmith gardener. 

kenneJl ke•n<J! house for the shelter of a 
house-dog or hounds. xrv. -AN. *kenil = 
OF. chenil, It. canile :- medL. *canile, f. 
canis dog (cf. HOUND). Hence vb. be in, put 
into, a kennel. XVI. 

kenneP ke•n<Jl street gutter. XVI. Later 
form of can(n)el watercourse (xm), gut
ter (xrv) - ONF. canel = OF. chanel 
CHANNEL1• q For the change of vowel cf. 
KEDGE, 

KERN 

kenosis kenou·sis (theol.) self-renunciation 
by Jesus Christ of attributes of the divine 
nature in the Incamatron. c. 187o. - Gr. 
kt!nosis emptying, f. kenoun (f. kenos) empty, 
with ref. to heauton ekenose 'he emptied him
self' (Phil. ii 7). So kenotrc kin;rtik. XIX. 
-Gr. kenotik6s. 

kenspeck ke·nspek dial. (also -spack) easily 
recognizable, conspicuous. XVI. Of Scand. 
origin, but the immed. source is uncertain; 
cf. OK. kennispeki faculty of recognition, 
MSw. kiinnespaker, Sw. kiinspak, Norw. 
kjennespak quick at recognizing, f. ON. 
kenna KEN1 + spak-, spek- wise, wisdom. 
Hence ke·nspeckle(d) (Sc. and north.). 
XVIII ; cf. ·LE 2

• 

Kentish ke·ntif OE. Centisc, f. Cent - L. 
Cantium (Ca!sar), Kdntion (Diodorus), Kdn
tion dkron (Ptolemy), f. OCeltic *kanto
(i) rim, border, or (ii) white; see -ISH1• 

kentledge ke·ntled3 pig-iron for ballast. 
XVII. -OF. quintclage ballast, with assim. to 
kentle QUINTAL i see ·AGE. 

kepi kepi French military cap. XIX. F. kepi 
-Swiss G. kiippi, dim. of kappe CAP. 

ker- (also ke-, ca-, ka-, co-, che-) in U.S. vul
gar echoic formations designed to imitate 
the sound of the fall of a heavy body, e.g. 
kerslam, -slash, -wallop. XIX. perh. repr. G. 
or Du. pp. prefix ge- (see Y-). 

keratitis ker<Jtai ·tis inflammation of the cor
nea. XIX. f. Gr. kerat-, keras HORN+·ITIS. 

kerb k~Jb edging of stone for a raised path, 
etc. xvm (kerb-stone). var. of CURD with 
quasi-phonetic sp. 

kerchief k;i•Jtfif (arch.) cloth head-covering. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. c(o)urchef, kerchif 
-AN. courchef = (O)F. couvre-, cuevre
chef, f. couvrir COVER -1- chief head (see CHIEF) • 
The form kerchief, for "'keverchiej, is from 
the var. cue·vrechef (cf. ME. kever cover, 
from cuevr-, stressed stem of couvrir). Hence 
handkerchief ha!·IJk;"JJtfif. xvr (also -ker
cher). ne·ckerchief. XIV (neche couerchef, 
neckerchef, Wycl. Bible). 

kerf kaJf cut, spec. of a saw. OE. cyrj (ME. 
kirf, kerf):- Germ. *kuroiz, f. 8 kuriJ- 8 keriJ
CARVE; cf. ON. kurfr chip, kyrfa cut, and 
ME., mod. dial. carf (continuing ME. kerf). 

kermes ka·Jmiz, -iz pregnant female of the 
insect Coccus ilicis, formerly supposed to 
be a berry; red dye-stuff obtained there
from; (k. oak) evergreen oak on which it 
lives XVI; (k. mineral) red sulphide of anti
mony xvm. - F. hermes - Arab. (Pers.) 
qirmiz (cf. CRIMSON). 

kermis k;i•Jmis fair, carnival. xvr. - Du. 
kermis, t-misse, f. kerk CHURCH -1- misse MAss 1 ; 

orig. feast of dedication of a church accom
panied by a fair. 

kern1 kiiln light-armed Irish foot-soldier; 
one of the poorer class among the 'wild 
Irish'. XIV. - Ir. ceithern (ke·harn, ke·<Jrn) 
:- Oir. ceitern band of foot-soldiers. Cf. 
CATERAN. 
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KERN 

kern 2 k:'im part of a metal type extending 
beyond the body or shank. XVII (Moxon). 
perh. for *earn.& F. carne corner, salient 
angle, Norman-Picard var. of OF. charne 
- L. cardinem, cardo hinge (cf. CARDINAL). 

kernel k'i-Jn~l tseed, pip; inner edible part 
of a nut; (dial.) enlarged gland OE. ; nucleus, 
core xvr. OE. cyrnel, dim. of corn seed, 
CORN1 ; other langs. have similar formations 
without mutation, as 1\iDu. cornel coarse 
meal, MHG. kornel a grain; see -EL1 • The 
present sp. appears XIV as a var. of north. 
and midi. kirnel. 

kerosene ke·rosin product of distillation of 
petroleum, paraffin oil. XIX (patent of I854). 
irreg. f. Gr. ker6s wax+ -E.:->E. 

kerrie ke·ri, keerie ki~·ri (now kierie in 
S. Afr.) knobbed stick used by S. African 
natives. XVIII. - Hottentot or Bushman 
kirri; cf. KNOBKERRY. 

kersey k5•JZi kind of coarse cloth. XIV. 
prob. f. name of Kersey in Suffolk (cf. AL. 
panni cenegi XIII, carsea xv, AN. drap de 
kersy XIV); hence F. tcarize (whence Sp., 
It. ca,-isea), MDu. kerzeye (Du. karsaai), etc. 

kerseymere k5· Jzimi~.r twilled woollen cloth. 
xvm. alt. of CASSIMERE by assoc. with prec. 

kestrel ke·stral species of small hawk. xv. 
Earliest form castrell, perh. for *casserell 
-dial. var. casserelle of F. crecerelle, taes
serelle (dial. cristel), f. synon. crticelle rattle, 
kestrel, perh. f. imit. base *hrek- (the bird 
is supposed to be so called from its cry). 
tJf For the vowel cf. IlliDGE. 

ketch ketJ two-masted vessel. XVII. Earlier 
cache (xv), per h. f. CATCH. (jJ For the vowel 
cf. KEDGE. 

ketchup ke·tfap sauce made from mush
rooms, etc. XVIII (earlier catchup k:e·tf;)p 
XVII; catsup, Swift). -Chinese (Amoy) k6e
chiap, ke-tsiap brine of fish; cf. Malay hechap 
(Du. ketjap), which is prob. from Chinese. 

ketone ki·toun (chem.) any of a class of 
compounds, the lowest of the series being 
acetone. XIX. -G. keton (Gmelin, I848), 
alteration of aketon ACETONE. 

kettle ke·tl vessel for boiling liquids. xm. 
-ON. ketill = OE. ietel, WS. iietel (which 
gave ME. and dial. chetel), OS. (Du.) ketel, 
OHG. ke:;:;il (G. kessel), Goth. *katils (g. pl. 
katile) :- CGerm. *katilaz (whence OPruss. 
catils, Lett. katlo, OS!. kotilu, Russ. koti!l) 
- L. catillus, dim. of catinus deep vessel for 
serving or cooking food. Hence ke·ttle
DRUM drum consisting of a hollow metal 
hemisphere covered with parchment. XVI. 

kex, kecks keks hollow stem of cow-parsnip, 
etc. XIV (PP!.). The var. kix, kyx was regu
larly current till xvn, and is recorded for 
mod. dial., together with a derived sg. keck 
(XVII), an extended form kecksy, kexy (xvr, 
keksyes, Sh.), also gix, gicks, and vars. with 
a, viz. tcasshes (XVI-XVII), cax(es); meta
thetic forms are kesk, kiskey; perh. of Celtic 

KICK 

origin (cf. OCorn. cegas hemlock, W. cegid, 
Bret. kegit - L. cicuta hemlock; also Corn.
Eng. sg. kager, kaiyer). 

key1 ki instrument to lock and unlock. OE. 
c;Eg and c<Ege = OFris. kei, kay; not found 
elsewhere; of unkn. origin. The pronunc. 
ki is abnormal; kei (cf. grey, clay, zchey) pre
vailed till c.r7oo, but evidence for forms 
anticipating the present pronunc. (which ap
pears to be of north. origin) is as early as xv. 

key 2 older form of QUAY; so key·AGE. xv. 
Keys kiz pl. of KEY in spec. application to 
the Z4 members forming the elective branch 
of the legislature of the Isle of Man, more 
fully House of Keys. xv. tJf The Manx name 
is Y n Kiare as Feed 'The Four-and-Twenty'. 

khaki ka·ki dull-brownish yellow; fabric of 
this colour. XIX (1857; used by the English 
troops in the Indian Mutiny). -Urdu khaki 
dusty, f. khdk (- Pers.) dust. 

khalifa kali'fa. xvm. repr. Arab. original 
of CALIPH. 

khamsin k:e·msin hot wind in Egypt last
ing about so days. xvn. -Arab. khamsfn, 
mod. colloq. form of khamsiin fifty. 

khan1 k.en, kan title of rulers (later of offi
cials, etc.) in countries of the East. XIV 
(Maund.). Early forms caan, can(e), chan(e) 
- OF. chan or medL. ca(a)nus, canis- Turki 
(hence Arab., Pers.) khan lord, prince, 
altered form of khiiqan. Cf. CHAM. 

khan 2 k:en, kan caravanserai. XIV. -Arab. 
khan inn. 

khanjar k:e·1Jd3i'iJ, also handjar hre·nd3i'i.1 
Eastern dagger. XVII. - Pers. (Arab., Turk., 
Urdu) khanjar. 

khedive kedi·v title of viceroy of Egypt. 
XIX. - F. khedive, ult. - Pers. khediv, khidev 
prince, sovereign, var. of khudaiv petty god, 
f. khuda God. 

khidmutgar, kitmudhgar ki·tm"tgiiJ in 
India, male servant at table. XVIII. -Urdu 
- Pers. khidmatgiir, f. Arab. khidmat service 
+ -giir agent-suffix. 

khilat ki·lAt dress of honour presented by a 
king, etc. XVII. -Arab. (Urdu, Pers.) khil'at, 
f. khala'a reward. 

kibble ki·bl large bucket used in mining. 
XVII. -G. kiibel (cf. OHG. miluh-chubili 
milk-pail) = OE. cyfel- medL. cupellus, -a 
corn-measure, drinking-vessel, f. cuppa CUP. 

kibe kaib chilblain. XIV (Trevisa). prob. 
- W. cibi (also cibzt•st). 

kibosh kai·b;:>J in phr. put the h. on dispose 
of finally XIX (Dickens); sb. (app. assoc. with 
bosh) nonsense XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

kick kik strike ·with the foot. XIV (Ch., PPI., 
Trevisa, \Vycl. Bible). Late ME. kike, of 
unkn. origin. Hence ki.ck sb. xvr. Other 
uses in cant or slang, viz. (I) the fashion, 
(2) sixpence, (3) pl. breeches XYII, are pre
sumably connected, but in what way is un
known. tJf \V. cicio vb., Gael. ceig, Ir. cic 
sbs. are from English. 



KICKSHAW 

kickshaw(s) ki·kf5(z) fancy dish in cookery; 
trifle, gewgaw. XVI. orig. quelque chose, 
quelkclwse, kickchose, kikeshawes- F. quelque 
chose kEkfoz (formerly an elegant pronunc.) 
something. 

kid1 kid young of a goat XII (Orm); skin of a 
kid; (young) child xvr. -ON. kio :- "'kiojom, 
rei. to OHG. chizzi, ki.zzln (G. kitze) :
*kittin, *kionin, f. Germ. *kio-, of which no 
cogns. are known. (The -e of ME. kide is 
unexpl.) Hence ki·ddY6 young goat XVI; 
(sl., colloqu.) little child XIX. 

kid 2 small tub. XVIII. perh. var. of KIT1 • 

kid3 (sl.) hoax, humbug. c.r8ro. perh. 'make 
a kid of', f. KID1 ; kiddy has been similarly 
used. Hence kid sb. humbug. 

kidnapper ki·dme:p;u, U.S. -naper one who 
steals children (and others), orig. to provide 
servants and labourers for the American 
plantations. XVII. f. KID1 +nap per, cant word 
(xvn) for 'thief' (f. nap, var. of NAB+-ERl). 
Hence ki·dnap vb. xvrr. Formerly stressed 
kidna·p, -na·pper. 

kidney ki·dni organ that secretes urine XIV; 
transf. temperament, nature XVI. Of obscure 
origin. The existence side by side of ME. 
sg. kidnei and pl. kidneiren suggests that the 
word was a comp. of ei egg, pl. eiren (OE. reg, 
pl. regru EGG1), the pl. kidnei1·es being partly 
analogical, partly due to assoc. with ME. 
and dial. nere(s) kidney(s) :- OE. *neore, 
corr. to OHG. nioro m. (G. niere fern.), ON. 
nyra, rei. to Gr. nephr6s kidney, scrotum, 
L. 1w.fr6ncs loins. On the other hand, if the 
first el. is (dial.) kid pod (:- OE. *cydda :
*kuddjo-; see con1), the word may have 
been OE. *cyd(e)neora, the ME. repr. of 
which was assoc. with ei, eiren, the shape of 
the kidney assisting the comparison. 

kief see KEF. 

kie-kie ki·ki N.Z. climbing plant. XIX. 
Maori. 

kier ki;:~J vat. XVI (earlier in combs. boiling-, 
brezving-, gyle-, gyling-). -ON. ker vessel, 
tub = OHG. char, Goth. kas. 

kilderkin ki·ld;:~Jkin cask for liquids, fish, 
etc.; measure of capacity. XIV. Late ME. 
kilderkyn, alteration of kyn(d)erkyn- MDu. 
kinderkin, var. of kin(n)eken, -kijn, also kynt
ken, -kijn, kindeken (Du. kinnetje), dim. of 
kinta[, quintal (G. dial. kinde!)- medL. 
quintiile, -til us- Arab. qintar: see KANTAR. 

kill kil tstrike, beat XIII ; put to death XIV. 
ME. cillle, kiille, ldlle, kelle; these vars. 
point to an OE. *cyllan :- Germ. *kuijan, 
rei. by gradation to *kwaljan kill, QUELL. 
«1J For the less specific sense cf. EFris. kiillen 
vex, strike, beat, OHG. chollen vex, kill, 
martyr, and OE. slean SLAY. 

killadar ki ·ladiiJ in India, governor of a fort 
or castle. XVIII. -Urdu (Pers.) qil'adar, f. 
Arab. qal'ah (pl. qilti') fort+-dar holder. 

KIN COB 

killcrop ki-lkmp insatiable brat of popular 
folk-lore. XVII. - LG. kilkrop = G. kiel
kropf (the second el. being CROP). 

kiln kil, kiln furnace for burning or drying. 
OE. cylene :- *cu·lina, for L. culi•na kitchen, 
cooking-stove (for the shift of stress cf. 
KITCHEN) :- *cocslinti, f. coquus cooK. For 
the var. kill and pronunc. kil cf. ELL, MILL. 

kilo- ki-lo(u) F. (1795), arbitrarily f. Gr. 
khilioi thousand, in weights and measures, 
as ki·logramme (abbrev. kilo), ki·lometre, 
also kilo·-; hence in ki·lowATT. 

kilt kilt skirt of Highland dress. XVIII. f. 
north. dial. kilt vb. gird or tuck up, of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. dial. kilta swathe, Da. kilte 
(op) tuck up, Oicel. kilting, kjalta skirt, lap). 

kimono kimou·nou long Jap. robe with 
sleeves; in Eur. use, form of dressing-gown. 
XIX. - Jap. j cf. KAKEMONO. 

kin kin family, race; class, kind. OE. cyn(n) 
= OFris. kin, ken, kon, OS. kunni (Du. 
kunne), OHG. chunni, ON. kyn, Goth. kuni 
:- CGerrn. *kunJam, f. weak grade of *kin
*kan- *hun- :- IE. *gen- *gon- *gn- pro
duce (whence Gr. genos, L. genus race, kind, 
sex, GENUS, Gr. g6nos, gegona I begot, gigne
stlzai become, L. gignere beget). The sense 
'gender, sex', which was in OE. and early 
ME., is the only sense in Du. kunne, Da. and 
Sw. kon. Cf. AKIN. Hence ki·nsFOLK xv, 
ki·nsHIP XIX (Mrs. Browning), ki·nsMAN 
c.12oo, ki·ns-wo:MAN XIV. «1J For other 
derivs. of the IE. base, see agnate, cog
nate ; benign, malign ; nation, nature ; genus, 
general; generate; g_ener~us; degenerate, 
regenerate; genius, tngemous; ingenuous, 
ingenue; indigenous; kind; progeny; -gen, 
gono-; gentile; genital, genitive, germ, 
germinate, ge1·mane. 

-kin kin suffix forming dims.,- MDu. -kifn, 
-ken, MLG. -kin = OHG. -chin (G. -chen); 
of WGerm. extent, but not in OE. ; first 
found (xm) in personal names, which were 
adoptions or imitations of dim. or hypo
coristic forms current in the Low Countries, 
e.g. Watekin 'little Wat or Walter'. Wilekin 
'little Will' ; these have survived in sur
names, as Jenkins (Jenkinson), Watkin(s), 
Wilkins, Dickens (Dickinson); formations on 
common nouns appeared in XIV, but they are 
not frequent till XVI (boykin, ladykin, lamb
kin); some are plain adoptions from Du. 
(catkin, mannikin); others are of obscure 
origin (bumpkin, jerkin). See also -KINS. 

kinchin ki·ntJin boy, girl, child. XVI (orig. 
a cant word). -G. kindchen, dim. (see -KIN) 
of kind child. 

kincob ki•IJk"b rich stuff, as damask or gold 
brocade. XVIII. -Urdu- Pers. kimkhiib, f. 
kimkhti damask silk- Chinese kimsha smooth 
satiny stuff, f. kin gold; cf. F. camocan rich 
brocade, Russ. kamka damask. 

[sos] 



KIND 

kind1 kaind tbirth, descent; nature; man
ner; race, kin; class, genus, species. OE. 
cynd, -e, earlier gecynd,gecynde :- *gakundiz, 
-fam, f. Germ. *ga-Y - + *kunfam KI:\f + 
*-diz :-IE. -tis (abstr. suffix). Hence ki·nd
LY1 adj. tnatural; tlawful OE.; good
natured. XIV, ki·ndLY 2 adv. tnaturally 
OE.; goodnaturedly XIII. OE. gecyndelic, 
-lice. 

kind• kaind tnatural, native OE.; twell
born, well-bred; naturally well-disposed 
XIII; showing benevolence XIV. OE. gecynde 
:- *gakundjaz, f. *gakundiz KIND1; the pre
fix was dropped in early ME. 

kindergarten ki·nd:l.Igiilt:m school for the 
instruction of young children according to 
Frobel's method. XIX. G., 'children's gar
den', f. g. pl. of kind child-1-garten GARDEN. 

kindle1 ki·ndl set fire to. XII (Orm). f. OX 
kynda-1- -LE3 ; suggested by 0~. kindill 
candle, torch. 

kindle 2 ki·ndl bring forth young. XIII. :VIE. 
kilndle, kindle, kendle perh. :- OE. *(ge'i
cyndlian, f. gecynde, in ME. ; ME. (i)cilnde, 
kind birth, KIND1 ; see -LE3• 

kindred ki-ndrid relationship by blood; 
body of persons so related, kin. XII. ME. 
ciin-, kinrede(n), f. KIN-1--red(e), -RED con
dition. ME. has also kindreden (perh. f. 
KIND1), but the present form appears to 
have arisen from intercalation of d between 
n and r, as in thunder. 

kine kain (arch., dial.) cattle. XIII. ME. 
cz1n, kuyn, kyne, ke(e)n, based on OE. cyna, 
g. pl. of cii cowt. 

kinema, etc., see CINEMA. 
kinetic kaine·tik pert. to motion. XIX. -Gr. 
kinetik6s, f. kfnein move; see CITE, -rc. 

king kil) male sovereign ruler of a state. 
OE. cyning, later cyng, cing = OFris. kin-, 
kon-, kening, OS. kuning (Du. koning), 
OHG. chuning :- Germ. *kuniygaz (not in 
Gothic; 0~. konungr has a var. form of the 
suffix), whence Finnish kuningas king, OS!. 
krmfz'i prince, Lith. k1lningas lord, priest, 
KNEZ, pro b. f. *kunjam KIN-I- *-iygaz -ING 3 , 

as if 'scion of the (noble) race' (cf. OE. 
dryhten lord, f. dryht anny, folk, people, 
ON. fylkir king, f. folk people, and Goth. 
piudans king, f. }>iuda people, nation). Hence 
kingnoM ki·l)d:Jm tkingship OE.; realm xm 
(Genesis and Exodus, Cursor l\1.), OE. 
cyningdom; so OS. kuningdom, G. ki:inigtum, 
ON. konungd6mr. ki·ng:FISHER, earlier 
tking's- (xv) small bird with a long beak and 
brilliant plumage, Alcedo ispida. xvr. So 
G. konigsfischer, Da. kongfiskr. In comb. 
applied to large or principal features, as 
king-bolt (xix), -post (xvm). king's evil 
scrofula, for which the sovereign 'touched'. 
XIV (Trevisa). tr. medL. regius morbus; cf. 
OF. le malle roy, MDu. coninces evel. f1f Re• 
duced forms in Germ. langs. are repr. by 
OE. cynig (cf. penny), OS. kunig, OHG. 
kiinic, G. kOnig. 

KIT 

kink kil)k twist or curl in rope, etc., XVII; 
mental twist (orig. U.S.) XIX. orig. naut. 
- (M)LG. kinke (Du. hinl~), whence also G. 
kink(e), Sw., Da. kink, f. *kiyk- bend, var. 
of *kih- (as in Ice!. kihna bend at the knees). 

kinkajou ki·l)bd3u quadruped of Central 
and ::3. America, honey-bear, Circoleptes 
caudivolvulus. XVIII. - F. quincafou, of N. 
Amer. Indian origin; cf. Algonkin hzcing
v:aage, Ojibway gzcingzcaage wolverine. 

kino ki·nou substance resembling catechu. 
XVIII. vV. African (Gambia). 

-kins kinz dim. suffix, var. of -KI:-1 (from 
XVI) in certain oath-words, as bodikim, Iakins, 
maskins, pittikins, and in words like baby
killS, boykins, lambkillS. 

kiosk ki<>·sk open pavilion or summer
house XVII; light structure for sale of news
papers, etc., xrx. - F. hiosque (in It. kiosco) 
- Turk. kiushh pavilion - Pcrs. kushk palace. 

kipper ki·p;u A. (?) male salmon in the 
spawning season OE.; B. salmon, herring, 
etc., cured by rubbing with salt and drying 
XVIII. Of obscure history; identical in form 
with OE. cypera ( -e ?), once, in collocation 
with leax salmon = OS. kupiro, ME. kypre, 
kiper (XIV), keppe1· (XVI), used app. in sense 
B; perh. the most plausible conjecture is that 
of connexion with OE. cupor, etc., COPPER1 
with allusion to the colour of the male 
salmon. Hence kipper vb. cure (fish) in 
the above manner. XVIII. 

kirk kErk, kJ1k (north. and Sc.) church. xn 
(Orm kirrke). -ON. kirkja- OE. til·(i)ce 
CHURCH. 

kirschwasser ki·rfva:s;JJ liqueurmadefrom 
wild cherries crushed. XIX. G. kirsch(en)
wasser, f. ki1'Sche CHERRY+zwsser WATER. 

kirtle kJ·.1tl (obs. or dial.) man's tunic or 
coat; (arch. or dial.) woman's gown or skirt. 
OE. cyrtel c~ OK. kyrtill tunic :- Germ. 
*kurtilaz, f. '"hurt-, usu. taken to be- L. 
curtus short; sec CURT, -LE1• 

kismet ki·smet fate. XIX. Turk. kismet 
-Arab. (Per~.) qismat portion, lot, fate, f. 
qasama divide. 

kiss kis salute or caress with the lips. OE. 
cyssan (pt. cyste, pp. tyssed) = OFris. kessa, 
OS. cussirm (Du. kussen), UHG. clzussen (G. 
lalssen), 0~. k_vssa :- CGcrm. (exc. Gothic, 
which has kuhjan; cf. E Fris. kilkken) 
*kussfan, f. *hussaz a kiss, whence OE. coss 
(to XVI), OFris. l<os, OS. cos, hus (Du. kus), 
OHG. clws (G. huss), 0~. koss. Hence kiss 
sb. XIV, superseding coss. 

kistvaen ki·stvain tomb constructed of 
stone slabs. XVIII. - vV. cist jaen, i.e. cist 
(see CHEST) and faen (maen) stone. 

kit1 kit circular wooden hooped vessel XIV 
(Barbour); soldier's necessaries packed in a 
knapsack; outfit; set, lot xvm. - MDu. kitte 
(Du. kit tankard), of unkn. origin. 
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KIT 

kit• (arch.) small fiddle. XVI. perh. deduced 
from the first syll. of L. cithara, Gr. kithdra 
CITHER. 

kit-cat ki·tk~t title of a club of Whig politi
cians and men of letters. XVIII. Name of 
Kit (i.e. Christopher) Cat or Gatling, keeper 
of the pie-house in Shire Lane by Temple 
Bar, London, where the club orig. met. 

kitchen ki·tfin room in which food is 
cooked. OE. cycene = OS. *kukina (MLG. 
llokene, MDu. cokene, Du. keuken), OI-IG. 
chuhhina (MHG. kiichen, G. kiiche) :
WGerm. *ko·cina, for *coci·na pop. var. 
(whence F. cuisine, It. cucina, etc.) of late 
L. coquina, f. coquere COOK. (j[ One of the 
Germ. adoptions of L. terms of cookery and 
gardening, like cook, mint, pepper. 

kite knit bird of prey, Milvus, OE.; toy to be 
flown, consisting of a light frame with a light 
material stretched across it XVII. OE. cyta; 
the name, corr. to the base of MHG. kuze 
(G. kauz) screech-owl, and other words 
echoing various cries, may have been given 
from itil shrill plaintive voice. 

kith kip tknowledge; tnative place; tone's 
friends, fellow-countrymen, neighbours 
OE. ; kith and kin country and kinsfolk, (in 
mod. use) relatives generally XIV. OE. 
cy]>(.p), earlier cyppu ~ OHG. chundida :
Germ. *kunpipti, f. *kunp- known; see UN
COUTH. 

kithe, kythe kaio (Sc. and north.) make 
known or manifest, display, tconfess. OE. 
cypan = OFris. ketha, OS. kuoian, OHG. 
kunden, 0~. kynna, Goth. kun]Jjan, f. Germ. 
*kunjJ- (see prec.). 

kitmudhgar see KHID"-1UTGAR. 

kitool, kittul kitu·l jaggery palm, Caryota 
urens. XIX. - Cingalese kital. 

kitten ki-tn young cat. XIV. Late ME. 
kitoun, ketoun- AN. *kitoun, *ketoun, var. 
of OF. chitoun, chetoun (mod. chaton), dim. 
of chat CAT; the ending was assim. to -EN1 • 

Hence (dim.) kit 3 • XVI. 

kittiwake ki·tiweik species of seagull. XVII. 
imit. of its cry. 

kittle ki·tl (orig. Sc. and north. dial.) tick
lish, risky, delicate. XVI. f. kittle vb. tickle, 
pro b. of ON. origin, corr. to late OE. kitelung 
'titillatio', noun of action from a vb. repr. by 
OS. kitilon (Du. kittelen), MLG. ketelen, 
OHG. chizzilon, chuzzilon (G. kitzeln), ON. 
kitla, f. Germ. *kit-, *kut-. 

kiwi ki·wi N.Z. bird, apteryx. XIX. Maori. 

klepht kleft one of the Greeks who refused 
to submit to the Turks after the conquest of 
Greece in xv; brigand XIX. - mod Gr. 
kUphtes = Gr. klt!ptes thief; cf. next. 

kleptomania kleptoumei·ni;, morbid ten
dency to theft. XIX. f. klepto-, comb. form 
of Gr. klepti!s thief, rel: to kliptein = L. 
clepere, Goth. hlifan steal; see MANIA. 

KNEE 

klipspringer kli·pspri:1pJ S. African ante
lope. XVIII. Afrikaans, f. Du. klip rock (see 
CLIFF)+springer, agent-noun (see -ER1) of 
springen SPRING. 

kloof kluf (inS. Africa) ravine. XVIII. -Du. 
kloof klof, MDu. clove= OHG. chlobo (G. 
kloben), etc. :-Germ. *klufion (cf. CLEAVE1). 

kn- initial cons. combination common to all 
Germ. langs. (in OE. en-) and still retained 
by most of them with the pronunc. kn, but 
reduced in standard Eng. to n, which was 
finally established XVIII, though current 
earlier; the orig. pronunc. remains in some 
Sc. dials., in some others it has become tn. 

knack n~k trick, dodge XIV (Ch., Wyclif); 
dexterous faculty; ttoy, knick-knack XVI. 
prob. identical with knack sharp blow or 
sound (XIV) ; ult. of imit. origin, but perh. 
immed.- Du., LG. knak; cf. knap sharp 
blow (XIV), trick (xvii), of similar imit. 
origin. 

knacker n~·k;,x A. (dial.) saddler XVI; B. 
dealer in old horses, horse-slaughterer, etc. ; 
C. (dial. and sl.) old worn-out horse XIX. In 
A perh. orig. maker of small articles belong
ing to harness (f. KNACK+ -ER1

); the semantic 
relation of the senses is obscure. 

knapsack n~·ps~k stout bag for neces
saries carried on the back by soldiers and 
travellers. XVII. - MLG. knapsack, Du. 
knapzak, (whence G. knappsack); the first 
el. is held to be identical with G. knappen 
bite, eat, and the second is SACK1, 

knapweed n~·pwid species of Centaurea 
having its petals set on a hard globular head. 
xv (knopweed). f. KNOP + WEED1 ; altered to 
knap- XVI ; cf. strop, strap. 

knave neiv tboy; tmale servant OE.; base 
fellow XIII; lowest court card of a suit XVI. 
OE. cnafa = OHG. knabo (G. knabe boy) 
:- WGerm. *knafion, rel. obscurely to 
synon. OE. cnapa = OS. cnapo, and OHG. 
knappo (G. knappe page, squire). Hence 
kna·VERY, XVI. kna·viSH1• XIV (Ch.). 

knead nid work up (moistened flour) into 
bread. OE. cnedan pt. cnmd, cniedon, pp. 
cneden = OS. knedan (in pp. giknedan; Du. 
kneden), OHG. chnetan (G. kneten); WGerm. 
str. vb. f. *kned- *knad-, of which another 
grade appears in ON. knoiJa. Weak in
flexions and analogical pp. knoden (cf. 
trodden) appear XIV. 

knee ni the joint between the thigh and 
lower leg. OE. cneo(w) = OFris. kniu, kne, 
kni, OS. knio (Du. knie), OHG. chniu, lmeo 
(G. knie), ON. kne, Goth. kniu :- CGerm. 
*knewam :-IE. *gneuom, f. base *gneu 
*geneu *goneu (cf. L. genu, Gr. g6nu knee, 
gmix with bent knee; also *gon-, Skr. jdnu 
knee, Gr. gonia angle). So kneel nil (pt., pp. 
kneeled nild, knelt nclt) rest on the bent 
knee(s). OE. cneowlian, corr. to (M)LG. 
knelen, Du. knielen. The form knelt, which 
recalls felt and dealt, is of recent origin. 
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KNELL 

knell nel sound of a bell struck or rung. 
OE. cnvll, rei. to cnyllan knell vb. tbang, 
knock, 'ring a bell; the normal midland repr. 
of these was knyll(e) (xrv-xvr), of which 
there were ME. dial. vars. kniill(e), knell( e); 
but the present form appears to date from 
c.rsoo and may be due to assoc. with bell. 
The base is WGerm. *knell- *knall- *knull-; 
cf. JVIHG. erlknellen resound, G. knall, 
knallen, Du. knal, knallen, applied to bang
ing or cracking noises. 

knez knez (in Slav countries) prince, duke. 
XVI. -Serb. knez, Czech knez, Russ. knja:::' 
:- OS!. kun(!Zi- Germ. "'kuniygaz KING. 

knickerbocker ni·kub;):k;u (pl.) loose-fit
ting breeches. XIX. f. name of Diedrich 
Knickerbocker, the pretended author of 
\Vashington Irving's 'History of New York' 
( r8o9). The name is said to have been given 
to the garment from its resemblance to 
the knee-breeches of the Dutchman in 
Cruikshank's illustrations to the History. 
abbrev. (pl.) knickers. c.r88o. 

knick-knack ni·kmek tpretty trick or arti
fice; light dainty article, trinket XVII. red up!. 
of KNACK, with alternation of vowel as in 
dilly-dally, riff-raff, etc. Hence kni·ck
kna:ckatoRY repository of knick-knacks. 
XVIII; after conservatory, etc. 

knife naif cutting instrument consisting of 
a blade fitted in a handle. XI. Late OE. 
cnif- ON. knifr = OFris., MLG. knif, 
MDu. cnijf (Du. kniJf) :- Germ. *kniOaz, 
of uncertain etym. Hence knife vb. XIX. 

knight nait tboy, youth OE.; military fol
lower; name of a rank, orig. in military ser
vice xr; knight of the shire c. 1400. OE. cniht 
boy, youth, man of arms, hero ~ OFris. 
ktzecht, kniucht, OS. knecht, OHG. kneht 
(Du., G. knecht) :- \VGerm. *knextaz, of 
unkn. origin. The prevailing senses in Con
tinental Germ. are 'servant', 'soldier', in the 
older periods also 'lad', 'youth'. Hence 
knight-E'RRANT. XIV. kni•ghtHOOD. XIII 
(OE. cnihthtid boyhood). kni·ghtLY1• XIV 
(OE. cnihtlic boyish). 

knit nit ttie in or with a knot OE.; draw 
close together XIV ; form a close texture of 
yarn or thread xvr. OE. cnyttan = MLG., 
MDu. knutten (G. dial. kniitten) :- WGerm. 
'*hnuttjan, f. *knutton KNOT1 • 

knob n;)b small rounded lump or mass XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa); knoll; small lump of coal, 
etc. XVII; the head (see NOB) XVIII. - :'v1LG. 
knobbe knot, knob, bud; cf. Flem. knobbe(n) 
lump of bread, etc., Du. knobbel bump, 
knob, knot, and KNOP, NOB, KNUB, NUB. 

knobkerry n;)·bke:ri stick with a knobbed 
head in S.Africa(where usu.spelt knopkierie). 
XIX. f. KNOB+KERRIE, after Afrikaans knop
kierie, 

knock n;)k strike with a sounding blow. 
OE. cnocian = MHG. knochen, ON. knoka; 
f. imit. base (cf. the similar and synon. OE. 
cnucian, MLG. knaken, Sw. knaka). 

KNOWLEDGE 

knoll' noul tsummit of a hill; hillock, 
mound. OE. cnoll, corr. to l\'IDu. knolle 
clod, ball (Du. knol turnip, tuber), 1\IHG. 
knolle clod (G. knolle(n) clod, lump, tuber), 
ON. knollr mountain summit, Norw. knold 
clod, tuber, perh. :-Germ. *knuolo, f. base 
of K:-<OT1

; for the fonnation G. cf. knodel 
seed-bud. C.Jl Parallel forms with a different 
initial are OHG. hnol round eminence, 
nollo hill, Du. nol hill. 

knoll 2 noul toll, ring a knell. xv. f. late 
:WE. knoll church bell, tolling, perh. imit. 
alteration of K:-<ELL. 

knop n;)p small round protuberance XIV 
(Ch.); bud of a flower XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
prob.- :VILG., MDu. knoppe (Du. knop) = 
OFris. knop, OHG. chnoph (G. knopf knob, 
knot, button) ; the parallel knap (XIV) ap
pears to be- ON. knapprknob, stud, button; 
ult. connexions unknown. 

knot1 n;lt intertwining of parts of rope, etc. 
(fig. something intricate) OE.; hard lump 
XIII (AncrR.); thickened tissue of a plant 
(Trevisa); cluster or small group XIV. OE. 
cnotta = Du. knot, l\1LG. knotte, :VIHG. 
knotze knob, knot :- \VGerm. *knutton :
*knudn-; from other grades are OHG. 
chnodo, chnoto (G. knoten) :- *knuda·n, 
knw]xm, ON. kmit>· knot, kmita (whence 
Russ. knut KNOUT) :- *kniidn-, and O::s-. 
knQttr (:- *knattuz) ball. Hence knot vb. 
XVI. kno·ttED1• xn (Peterborough Chron.). 

knot 2 n;)t red-breasted sandpiper. xvr. Of 
unkn. origin; later vars. were knat, gnat. 
(jj Camden's conjecture (followed by Dray
ton, and perpetuated in Linn::eus's specific 
name Ccmutus) that the bird was named 
after King Canute (Cnzlt), 'because believed 
to be a visitant fron< Denmark', has no 
foundation. 

knout naut, nut whip, scourge. XVIII. - F. 
knout- Russ. knut- Ice!. kmitr (see IC\OT1). 

know nou, pt. knew nju, pp. known noun 
perceive, recognize, distinguish xr; be ac
quainted or familiar with; be aware of or 
conversant with, apprehend as fact or truth 
XII. Late OE. (rare) cntiwan (in pr. subj. 
and pp.), earlier gecnciwan, pt. gecneow, 
pp.gecntiwen, corr. to OHG. -cniien, -cntihen, 
ON. pr. ind. knd, pl. knegum. In the earliest 
OE. and in OI-IG. this vb. appears only in 
comps.; it is absent from LG. and Du. areas 
and from Gothic; in ON. it had lost the 
pres. inf. and meant 'can', (as an aux.) 'do', 
and in OHG. it had lost the orig. str. pt. and 
pp. An orig. redupl. vb. based on IE. *gn
*gne- *gn6-, repr. also by CAN 2, KEN', and.L. 
noscere (pt. nuvi) cognoscere, Gr. gign6skein, 
OS!. znati, Skr.jiindti know, (Jlr. gndth, Gr. 
gnot6s, Skr. jfititds known. (jj Other derivs. 
of the IE. base are cognition, incognito, noble, 
ignoble, notif_v, notion, ignorant, narrate. 

knowledge n;)·lid3, (arch.) nou·lid3 tcon
fession; fact of knowing, acquaintance. XIII 
(Cursor M.). In earliest use north. (knau
lage ), later in gen. use knozvleche, -lac he; pro b. 
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KNUB 

f. tknowledge vb. acknowledge, recognize 
(xm), early ME. cnan:-, cnouleche :- OE. 
"'cmizc:lrecan implied in *cniizc:lmcung (a pa
rallel cniizc:eliicing is recorded), f. (ge)cniiwan 
know+-la>can, f. lac (see -LOCK). Hence 
know·ledg(e)ABLE t(f. the vb.) recognizable 
XVII; (f. the sb.; orig. dial.) well informed 
XIX. (j[ For -dge cf. PARTRIDGE. 

knub. nAb small lump or swelling. XVI 
(Levms). - MLG. knubbe, var. of knobbe 
KNOB. 

knuckle nA · kl tend of a bone at a joint XIV· 
spec. bone at a finger-joint xv. Late ME: 
knokel- MLG. knokel, corr. to OFris. 
knok(e)le, lVIDu. knokel, knokel (Du. kneukel), 
MHG. knuchel, kniichel (G. kn6chel), dim. of 
the base of MLG. knoke (Du. knok), MHG. 
knoche (G. knochen) bone, perh. ult. rei. to 
KNEE. 

knut nAt, (also) bnA·t joe. var. of NUT in 
sense 'fashionable smart young man', c. I 9 I o. 

koa kou·;J species of acacia of the Sandwich 
Islands. XIX. Hawaian. 

koala koua:l;J Australian arboreal marsupial. 
XIX. - native names kiilla, killti. The cur
rent form ko_ala arose perh. as a misreading 
of koola, wh1ch was formerly current. 

kobold kou·bald (in G. folk-lore) familiar 
spirit, goblin, gnome. XIX. -G. kobold, 
MHG. kobolt = MDu. cobout (Du. ka
bouter), perh. for *kobwalt, f. kobe house 
COVE1+stem of walten rule (see WIELD); cf. 
OE. cofgodas, -godu 'house-gods', lares and 
penates. Cf. COBALT. 

kodak kou·d~ek photographic camera. XIX. 
Arbitrary word im·ented by GeoriJe East
man as a trade-mark, patented 1888. 

koh-i-noor kouinu;J· .1 famous Indian dia
mond; also gen. XIX (Thackeray). - Pers. 
k6h-i nilr mountain of light. 

kohl koul powder used to darken the eyelids. 
XVIll. -Arab. ko(ll; cf. ALCOHOL. 

k~hl-rabi koulra·bi cabbage with tumip
hke stem. -G. kohlrabi- (with assim. to 
kohl COLE) It. cauli or cavoli rape, pl. of 
cavolo rapa (whence F. chou-rave), repr. 
medL. caulorapa; see COLE, RAPE. 

koodoo, kudu kii·dii large antelope. xvm. 
Xosa-Kaffir (iqudu). 

kookri see KUKRI. koola(h) see KOALA. 

kopje, koppie lw·pi small hill in S. Africa. 
XIX. - Du. kopje, Afrikaans koppie, dim. of 
kop head = OE. copp, (O)HG. kopj. 

koran kora·n, k5;)•r;Jn sacred book of Islam. 
XVIII (cunazvn). -Arab. qw·an recitation, f. 
qara' a read ; cf. ALCORAN. 

Korean_, also formerly Corean kori·;Jn pert. 
to (native of) Korea (Corea) a peninsula in 
E. ~sia. XVIII. f. Korea, th~ Jap. name of 
wh1ch was Chosen (cho sun 'land of morning 
calm'); see -AN. 

kosher kou·JQ.I adj. and sb. of meat pre
pared according to Jewish law. XIX. - Heb. 
kiisher right. 

KUMMEL 

kotal kou·tal mountain pass. XIX. Pushto. 
kotow, kow-tow koutau·, kautau· Chinese 
g~sture of respect by touching the ground 
With the forehead. XIX. -Chinese k'o-t'ou 
f. k'o knock+t'ou head. Hence vb. act ob~ 
sequiously. XIX (Disraeli). 

kotwal k;rtwal chief officer of police in 
India. XVI. -(Hindi, Urdu) Pers. kotwiil. 

koumiss kii·mis fermented liquor made 
from mare's milk. XVII (chumis; earlier in 
corrupt forms cosmos, cosmus). -F. koumis 
G. kumyss, Pol. komis, kumys, Russ. kumys' 
-Tatar kumiz. ' 

kourbash, courbash ku;J·.tbreJ whip of 
(hippopotamus) hide. XIX. -Arab. qurbiish 
-Turk. qirbiich whip; cf. F. courbache. 

kraal kral Central or S. African village· 
cattle enclosure XVIII. - Afrikaans kraal 
- Pg. curral, CORRAL. 

kraken kra·bn enormous mythical sea
monster. XVIII. - Norw. kraken (-n is the 
suffixed def. art.). 

krantz lments (in S. Africa usu. krans) 
wall of rock. XIX. - Afrikaans, Du. krans 
coronet, chaplet- OHG., (MH)G. kranz 
coronet, circle, encircling ring of moun
tains, f. a base meaning 'ring'. 

Kremlin kre·mlin citadel in a Russian 
town. xvn. -F. kremlin- Russ. kreml' 
citadel, of Tatar origin. 

kreutzer kroi·ts;}.I small coin of Germany 
and Austria, orig. stamped with a cross, XVI 
(crocherd, Boorde). -G. kreuzer, f. kreuz 
CROSS, after medL. denarius crucigerus 'cross
bearing penny'. 

kriegspiel kri·gspil, llkri·kJpil game simu
!ating movements in warfare. XIX. G., 
war-game'. 

kris( S) see CREESE. 

krummhorn kru·mh5m obs. wind-instru
ment; organ reed-stop (see CROMORNE, CRE
MONA2) XVII. G., 'crooked horn'. 

krypton kri·pton (chem.) rare gas dis
covered by William Ramsay 1898. -Gr. 
krupt6n, n. of krupt6s hidden (see CRYPTIC). 

kudos kju·dos renown. XVIII (Coleridge). 
-Gr. kUdos. 

Ku-Klux-Klan kjiikL\ksklre·n U.S. secret 
society. XIX. Fanciful invention said to be 
based on Gr. kuklos circle, CYCLE, and CLAN. 

kukri, also formerly kookri ku·kri curved 
knife used by Gurkhas. XIX. - Hindi kukrf. 

kulak ku·la:k well-to-do Russian farmer or 
trader; peasant proprietor. XIX. - Russ., 
'fist', 'close-fisted person'. 

kultur kultii·r civilization as conceived by 
the Germans. xx. G.,- L. cultiira CULTURE. 

kumara, -era ku·m;Jr;J (N.Z.) sweet potato, 
Ipomrea. XVIII. Maori. 

kummel ku·mal, prop. kiimmel kuma! Ger
man liqueur flavoured with cummin. XIX. 
-G. kiimmel, in OHG. kumil, var. of kumin 
- L. (Rom.) cuminum CUMMIN, 



KUNKUR 

kunkur kA·IJka.I coarse limestone of India. 
XIX. - Hindi kankar - Prakrit kakkaram, 
Skr. karkaram. 

kuphar ku·fa.I circular coracle. XVIII. 
- Arab. quffah circular basket or wicker 
boat. 

kursaal kil·rzal public building for the use of 
visitors at a health resort. XIX (Thackeray). 
G., f. cur, kur- L. czira Ct:RE + saal hall, 
room. 

kvass kva!s fermented beverage of Russia. 
XVI (quass). Russ. kvas (OS!. kt,asl yeast :
*'kwtitsa-), cogn. with L. ctiseus CHEESE (f. 
*'ctiso- :- *kzctitso-). 

kyanize kai·anaiz treat (wood) so as to pre-

LACE 

vent decay. XIX. f. name of the inventor 
J. H. Kyan (1832) + -IZE. 

kyloe kai-lou; also locally kyley, etc., repr. 
old vars. of the Nhb. place-name Kyloe (OE. 
cy-lealz cow pasture). One of a small long
homed breed of Highland cattle. XIX. 

kyrie ki,.·riei, -ii, kai;>·ri XVI; short for kyrie 
eleison ki;:niei Clei·is;m XIV, medL. repr. 
of Gr. KuptE t!>..!rwov (Kurie eleeson) Lord, 
have mercy, as in the Gr. text of Ps. cxxii(i) 3, 
Matt. xx 30, 3 r. 

kyrielle kirie·l form of French verse in 
which couplets end with the same word, 
which serves as a refrain. XIX. F., f. kyrie 
eleison (see prec.). 

kythe see KITHE. 

L 
Ia. 1 Ia sixth note of the scale. XIV ; see UT. 
la2 Ia texcl. accompanying a conventional 

phr. or form of address; later, a mild substi
tute for Lord! or its var. Lard! XVI (Sh.). 
Weakened form of LO ; cf. 'They cannot for
geue Joe' (T. More), beside 'You doe your 
selfe wrong indeede-la', and 'La you' (Sh.). 

laager lii·ga.I encampment. XIX. - Afri
kaans lager (now Zaer) = G.lager, Du.leger; 
see LAIR, LEAGUER. 

labarum lre·bar;~m Roman standard of the 
late Empire. xvn. - late L. (Prudentius, 
Tertullian), whence Byz. Gr. labar6n. 

labdanum lre·bd;~n;Jm. XVI. med. form of 
L. ltidanum (see LADANUM). 

labefaction lrebifre·kfan overthrow, down
fall. XVII. f. labefact-, pp. stem of L. labe
facere weaken, f. labi fall (see LAPSE)+facere 
make, no1 ; see -TION. 

label lei·bal tnarrow band or strip XIV; 
narrow strip carrying the seal of a document 
XVI; slip containing name or description of 
an object XVII; dripstone XIX. - OF. label 
ribbon, fillet (now lambeau rag), prob. 
- Germ. form rei. to LAP\ with dim. suffix. 
Hence vb. XVI (Sh.). 

labial lei·bi;~l pert. to the lips. XVI. -medL. 
labitilis, f. labia lips; see LIP, -AL1• So 
labiATE 2 iei·bieit lipped. XVIII.- modL. 

labile la!·bail prone to fall. xv. -late L. 
ltibi/is, f. ltibi fall, LAPSE; see -ILE, 

laboratory la!·b;~mtari, l;~b;,·r;~t;~ri building 
set apart for (scientific) research. xvu. 
- medL. labortitorium, f. labortit-, -tire; see 
next and -ORY1• Abbrev. lab !reb. XIX. 

labour, U.S. labor lei·ba.I toil, work XIII 
(Cursor M.); travail of childbirth XVI 
(Spenser), - OF. labour, labor (mod. labeur 

ploughing) - L. laborem, nom. labor exer
tion, trouble, suffering, perh. orig. burden 
under which one staggers, rei. to labtire slip 
(see LAPSE). So la·bour vb. XIV ('till, culti
vate'). - (O)F.labourer (now chiefly, plough) 
- Pr. lavorar - L. lab6ra1·e, f. labor-. la·
bourer. XIV. -(O)F.laboureur; see -ER\ -ER2• 

laboriOus l;~b5;~·ri;~s. XIV (Gower; con temp. 
with tlaborous, Ch.). - (O)F. laborieux- L. 
laboriosus. Cf. collaborate, elaborate. (jf The 
Rom. sense of 'ploughing' is developed from 
L. boum labores 'works of oxen', laborare 
frumenta ceterosque fructus cultivate corn and 
other crops. 

laburnum lab:'i·m;Jm leguminous tree with 
yellow pendulous flowers. xvr. - L. (Pliny), 
prob. of foreign origin. 

labyrinth la!· blrinj;> structure made of inter
communicating passages of bewildering 
complexity. XVI. -F. labyrinthe or L. laby
rintlzus - Gr. laburintlzos, of non-Hellenic 
origin. (jf Several deriv. adjs. have been 
used: labyri·nthal (rare) XVII, tlabyri·nthial 
(XVI), labyri·nthian (xvi), labyri·nthic (xvn), 
labyri·nthical (xvn), labyri·nthine (xvn), the 
bst of which remains alone in gen. use. 

lac1 hek dark-red resin, red dye. XVI (lack( e), 
lacca). -(through Du. lak, F. laque, or Sp., 
Pg. laca, It. lacca) Hind. laklz :- Prakrit 
lakklza :- Skr. liikslzii. Cf. LAKE', SHELLAC. 

lac• see LAKH. 
lace leis tnoose, snare; string or cord for 

tying XIII; ornamental braid ; openwork of 
cotton, silk, etc. XVI. ME. las, laas, (later) 
lace- OF. laz, las (mod. lacs noose) = Pr. 
latz, Sp. lazo, It. laccio, Rum. lat :- CRom. 
*'lacium, for L. laqueu-s noose, rei. to lax 
deception, lac ere, -licere entice ( cf. DELIGHT). 
So lace vb. XIII. -OF. lacier (mod. lacer) 
= Pr.lasar, Sp. lazar, It.lacciare :- CRom. 
•laciare. 
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LACERATE 

lacerate lre·s<:~reit tear the flesh of. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. laceriire, f. Iacer mangled, 
torn; see -ATE3• 

lacertian l<lsS·;rJi;,n, -ti<ln pert. to the 
lizards. XIX. f. L. lacerta LIZARD+-IAN. So 
lace·rtiNEl. 

laches lre·tfiz remissness, neglect XIV (PP!., 
Gower) ; (leg.) negligence in the performance 
of a legal duty XVI. -AN. laches(se) = OF. 
laschesse (mod. lachesse cowardice), f. lasche 
(mod. Iache) = Pr. lase:- Rom. *!ascus, for 
L. laxus LAX; see -Ess 2• 

lachryma Christi lre·krima kri·stai strong 
sweet wine of S. Italy. XVII. L., 'tear of 
Christ'; in It. lagrima (or -e) di Cristo. 

lachrymal lre·krim;,l pert. to tears. XVI. 
- medL. lachrymiilis, lacrimiilis, f. lacrima, 
earlier lacruma tear, rel. to Gr. ddkru; see 
-AL1• The sp. with ch andy reflects medL. 
practice ; y is retained in Eng. by assoc. with 
the Gr. word. So la·chrymatORY1 tear-vase. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne): after chrismatory, etc. 

la·chrymosE tearful. XVII. - L. la·chry
mous. xv (Caxton). 

laciniate lasi·nieit (nat. hist.) jagged, 
slashed. xvm. f. L. lacinia tuft, fringe, skirt 
of a garment+-ATE 2• 

lack lrek vb. tbe wanting XII; tblame, dis
parage XIII; be without XIV. So lack sb. 
tdefect, fault xn; want, need XIV. The 
early appearance of these words and the 
existence of several cogns. suggest the possi
bility of a CGerm. *lak- orig. expressing 
'deficiency', 'defect', which may have been 
actually repr. in OE.; cf. OFris. lek blame, 
lackia, leckia, lVILG., MDu. lak deficiency, 
fault, blame (Du. lak calumny), taken be 
wanting, blame, ON. lakr defective, ODa. 
lakke depreciate ; but some uses may be of 
Scand. or LG. origin. 

lackadaisical lrek::Jdei·zik::Jl marked by 
vapid sentiment. XVIII (Sterne). prop. 
given to affected or languishing exclamation; 
f. lackadaisy (xvm), extended form of lack
a-day (xvn), aphetic of alack-a-day, earlier 
ALACK the day (Sh.)+-ICAL, 

lackey, lacquey lre·ki footman, valet. XVI. 
Formerly also alakay (XVI, Sc.)- F. laquais, 
talaquais (whence also It.lacche, Pg. halaque, 
and G. lakai)- Cat. alacay (whence also Sp. 
(a)lacayo, Pg. Iacayo) = Sp., Pg. alcaide 
ALCALDE. Hence as vb. XVI. 

laconic lab·nik (L-) Lacedremonian, Spar
tan; brief of speech. XVI. - L. Laconicus 
-Gr. Lakonik6s, f. LdkOn member of the 
Spartan race, renowned for brevity of speech 
(cf. {3paxvAoy{a TLS A.aKwv<K~, Plato); see -IC. 

lacquer, U.S. lacker lre·k::J;r tlac (the dye) 
XVI ; varnish made from a solution of shellac 
in alcohol XVII. Earlier la(c)ker- F. tlacre 
kind of sealing-wax, Sp., Pg.lacre, It. tlacra; 
app. unexpl. var. or extension of Sp., Pg. 
laca LAC1• 

LADY 

lacrosse bknrs N. Amer. ball-game played 
with a racket-like implement called crosse. 
XVIII (La Crosse). f. F. (le jeu de) la crosse 
'(the game of) the hooked stick'. (O)F. crosse 
prob.-Germ. *krukjo CRUTCH. 

lact- lrekt stem of L. lac, g. lactis milk (cf. 
Gr. gdla, g. gdlaktos; see GALAXY) in derivs.: 
lactA·TioN suckling XVII (f. L. lactiire), 
la·cteALl XVII (f. L. [acteus), la·ctEOUS XVII 
(Sir T. Browne), lactE·SCENT XVII milky, 
secreting a milky juice (f. L. lactescere), 
la·ctiC (chem.) XVIII, whence la·ctATE1 

XVIII, lacti·FEROUS XVII (Ray), irreg. comb. 
form lacto- XIX, la·ctoSE 2 XIX. 

lacuna lakju·na gap, hiatus. XVII. - L. 
lacuna pool, pond, ditch, cavity, cleft, orig. 
fern. of an adj. (sc. aqua; 'water collected in 
a hollow'), f. lacus LAKE1• 

lacrim-, lacrym- see LACHRIMAL, etc. 

lacustrine lakA·strain pert. to a lake. XIX. 
f. L. lacus LAKE\ after palilster marshy (f. 
palils marsh); see -INE1

• 

lad Ired tserving-man, varlet XIII (Havelok); 
youth, young fellow XVI. ME. ladde, of 
unlm. origin ; the earliest evidence and even 
modern currency point to concentration in 
the east and west midlands and so perh. to 
Scand. origin (cf. Norw. askelladd neglected 
child, (cap.) Boots, tusselladd duffer, muff). 
Hence la·ddiE. XVI. 

ladanum lre·d<:~nam gum resin derived from 
Cistus. XVI. - L. liidanum- Gr. ltidanon, 
Udanon, f. ledon mastic. 

ladder lre·da;r appliance consisting of 
parallel bars or steps fixed in a close series for 
ascending and descending. OE. hlii:d(d)er = 
OFris. hledere, MDu. ledere (Du. leer), 
OHG.leitara (G. leiter):- WGerm. "'xlaidr-, 
f. "'xlai- *xli- (see LEAN'). 

lade leid A. load (a ship, etc.); B. draw 
(water, etc.), bale. OE. hladan, pt. hlod, pp. 
gehladen, carr. to OFris. hlada, OS., OHG. 
hladan (Du., G. laden), ON. hlaoa, Goth. 
-hla]>an; CGerm. str. vb. rel. to OS!. kladq, 
klasti lay, place. Cf. LAST 2• Hence la·diNG1 • 

XV. 

la-di-da, lardy-dardy liididii·(di) affected
ly 'swell'. XIX. imit. of 'haw-haw' style of 
speech. 

Ladin ladi·n denoting a group of Romance 
dialects spoken in the Grisons, the Engadine, 
and Friuli (Switzerland). - It. ladino - L. 
Latinu-s LATIN. 

ladle lei·dl deep long-handled spoon. OE. 
hlmdel, f. hladan LADE1 ; see -LE1• 

lady lei·di tmistress of a household; (arch.) 
female ruler; (Our L.) the Virgin Mary OE.; 
woman of superior position (hence as a 
title); wife XIII; woman of re~nement XIX. 
OE. hlii:fdlge, f. hliijLOAF+ *-dig- knead (cf. 
OE. dii:ge kneader of bread, female (farm) 
servant, dairy-woman, corr. to ON. deigja 
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LAG 

servant-maid, dairy-maid, housekeeper; also 
DOUGH); like LORD, peculiar to Eng. In ME. 
there were normal parallel developments 
laddi, leddi, the latter surviving in Sc. Ieddy; 
the form lady descends from ME. lavedi. 
The OE. g. hlrejdigan (ME. ladie) is repr. in 
Lady Day (ME. ure lejdi day XIII, i.e. 'Our 
Lady's day'); so Lady chapel xv; also in 
plant-names, as lady smock XVI (contrast 
lady's laces, mantle, slipper, thistle), and 
lady-bird; cf. G. M arienhuhn ; earlier lady
cow (cf. G. Marienkuh) and cow-lady. 

lag'lreg fail to keep pace, fall behind. XVI. con
temp. with lag sb.llast or hindmost person, 
and adj. hindmost, falling behind, which 
may be a perversion of LAST3 in the series 
fog, seg, lag, which is used dial. in children's 
games for 'first, second, last'. 

lag2 !reg tcarry off, steal XVI; (sl.) transport, 
apprehend XIX. Of. unkn. origin. Hence 
lag sb. • (sl.) convict; term of penal servi
tude. XIX. 

lag3 !reg stave of a barrel XVII; lath or strip 
of material in a covering or casing (whence 
vb.) XIX. prob. of Scand. origin, cf. Icel. 
laggar, Sw. lagg stave (laggkiirl cask), ON. 
lt;gg rim of a barrel, f. *lag- LAY1 • 

lagan Ire· ~n goods or wreckage on the sea 
bottom. XVI. -OF. lagan (whence medL. 
laganum), perh. f. ON. lagn-, as in lt;gn, g. 
lagnar drag-net, f. *lag- LAY1• 

lager (beer) lii·g;ubia·.r light kind of beer. 
XIX. - G. lagerbier 'beer for keeping', f. lager 
store (cf. LAAGER, LEAGUER2)-t-bier BEER. 

lagoon lagii·n area of brackish water sepa
rated from the sea. XVII. -It., Sp. laguna 
(partly through F. lagune) :- L. lacuna pool 
(see LACUNA). 

laic lei-ik lay. XVI. -late L.laicus LAY3
• So 

la·icAL. XVI j laiCIZE Jei-isaiz. XIX. 

laidly le·dli (Sc.) offensive, hideous. XIII 
(laithly, Cursor M.). north. var. of LOATHLY. 

lair IEa.I tlying down; grave, tomb (Sc. 
graveyard plot); bed, couch OE.; animal's 
place of rest xv. OE. Zeger = OFris. Zeger 
situation, OS. legar bed (Du. Zeger bed, 
camp, LEAGUER2

), OHG. Zeger bed, camp (G. 
lager, infl. by lage situation; cf. LAGER), 
Goth. ligrs; f. *leg- (see LIE1

). 

laird !Ea.rd (Sc.) landed proprietor. xv. Sc. 
form of LORD (north. ME. laverd). q For 
the vocalism cf. BAIRN. 

laity lei·iti body of lay people. XVI. f. LAY:~ 
+-nY; in AN. laite (XIV) was used for 'lay 
property'. 

lake1 leik body of water surrounded by 
land; tpond, pool XIII; tpit, grave XIV. 
Early ME. lac- (O)F. lac- L. lacu-s basin, 
tub, tank, lake, pool, pit, rei. to Gr. ldkkos 
hole, ditch, Gael., Ir. loch LOCH, LOUGH, OE. 
lagu, ON. lt;gr sea, water, OS!. lqka marsh. 
The present form, with long vowel, dating 

LAMBREQUIN 

from late xrrr, may be due to assim. to OE. 
lacu stream, or to independent adoption of 
L. lacus. 

lake2 leik reddish pigment. XVII. unexpl. 
var. of LAC1 • 

lakh lrek hundred thousand (of rupees). 
xvii. - Hind. lakh :- Skr. laksha mark, sign, 
token, roo,ooo. 

Lallan(s) Ire• Ian; also Lallans sb., Scottish 
dialect. xvm (Burns). Sc. var. of Low
LAND(s). 

lallation lrelei·Jan tchildish utterance; pro
nunciation of r approaching that of I. XVII. 
- L. *lallatio(n-), f. lallare (Persius) make 
lulling sounds, such as lalla. 

lam !rem beat soundly. xvr. perh. ofScand. 
origin (cf. Norw., Da. Iamme lame, paralyse, 
based on lam- of ON. lam/Ji pt., lami/Jr pp. 
of lemja beat so as to cripple, LAME. Hence 
synon. (dial.) lamBASTE lrembei·st. XVII; 
preceded by tlamback (xvi). 

lama lii·ma Buddhist priest of Mongolia 
and Tibet. XVII. Tibetan blama (with silent 
b). So lamaSERY lama·sari monastery of 
lamas. XIX. - F. lamaserie (P. E.-R. Hue, 
c.r8so), irreg. f. lama. 

lamantin Jam.:e·ntin MANATEE. XVII. -F. 
lamantin, -entin, alteration of Sp. nzanate, 
perh. by assoc. with lamenter and ref. to the 
animal's wailing cry. 

lamb !.:em young of the sheep. OE. lamb 
(Nhb. nom. sg. lemb :- *lambiz), pl. lambru 
(Nhb . . lombor, lomboro) = OFris., OS., 
OHG. lamb (Du. lam, G. lamm), ON., 
Geth. lamb (in Goth. 'sheep') :- CGerm. 
*'lambaz (n. of a class corr. to Gr. n. nouns 
in -os, L. in -us, as genos, genus), adopted 
in Finn. lammas; no certain cogns. are 
known outside Germ. Hence lamb vb. xvrr. 
la·mbKIN. XVI (Spenser, Sh.). 

lambda he·mbda I rth letter of the Gr. 
alphabet. XIV (Maund.), XVII (Holland). Gr. 
ldmbda, ldbda. So la·mbdacisM, la·bda
CISM too frequent repetition of I; faulty 
pronunciation of r resembling I. - late L. 
la(m)bdacismus- Gr. la(m)bdakism6s (with 
interpolated k). la·mbdom lambda-shaped. 
XVI. -F. lambdozde- modL.- Gr. lambdo
eidis. -OI'DAL. XVII. 

lambent l.:e·mbant (of flame) playing lightly 
upon a surface, shining with soft clear heat. 
XVII (Cowley). - L. lambent-, -ens, prp. of 
lambere lick, rei. to LAP 2• 

lamboys l.:e·mboiz (antiq.) skirt in steel of 
Tudor armour. XIX. Taken up by anti
quaries from lamboys in Hall's Chronicle of 
Henry IV, where it may be an error for lam
boys, i.e. jambeaux (leg-pieces). 

lambrequin l.:e·mbr;}kin scarf worn over a 
helmet XVIII; (U.S.) cornice with a valance, 
pelmet XIX. - F. lambrequin- Du. *tamper
kin, dim. of lamper veil; see -KIN. 
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LAME 

lame leim crippled or maimed, esp. in the 
leg. OE. lama = OFris. lam, lom, OS. lamo 
(Du. lam), OHG. lam (G. lahm), ON. lami 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *Iamon, orig. weak 
in the limbs, rei. to OHG. luomi dull, slack, 
gentle, OS!. lomiti break. Hence lame vb. 
XIII; first in pp. after ON. lamior; rep!. OE. 
lemian =ON. lemja (pt.lamoa, pp.lamior). 

lamella lame· Ia thin plate. XVII. - L., dim. 
of LAMINA. 

lament lame·nt demonstrative expression 
of grief. XVI (Sh.). - L. ltimentum; or f. 
lament vb. XVI. - F.lamenter or L. ltimen
ttiri. So (earlier) lamentABLE he·mantabl. 
XV, lamentA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

lamia lei·mia fabulous monster with the 
body of a woman. XVII. L. - Gr. Ldmia 
female monster that devoured children, 
voracious fish. 

lamina ke·mina thin plate or scale. XVII. 
- L. lamina, lammina. Hence la·miDATE2, 

-atED1• XVII. 

Lammas lre·mas rst August, the feast of 
St. Peter in Chains, observed in A.-S. Eng
land by the consecration of bread made from 
the first ripe corn. OE. hltifmresse, f. hltif 
LOAF+mresse festival, MAss1• 

lammergeyer lre·maJgaiaJ bearded vul
ture, Gypretus barbatus. XIX. -G. [Iimmer
geier, f. liimmer, g. pl. of lamm LAMB+geier 
vulture. 

lamp lremp vessel containing a substance 
burnt for the purpose of illumination. XII 
('Vices and Virtues'). - (O)F. lampe = Pr. 
lampe(z)a, Sp •. lampana, It. lampada, -ana 
:- late :!;.. lampada, f. ace. of lampas - Gr. 
lampds, lampad- torch, rei. to ldmpein shine. 
comp. la·mpBLACK. XVI. 

lan1pas1 lle·rnp<>s swelling of the fleshy 
lining of the mouth in horses. XVI. - (O)F. 
lampas, pro b. f. dial. lilpd throat, lilpe gums, 
f. nasalized var. of Germ. "'lap- LAP 2• 

lampas• lre·mpas A. tglossy crape XIV; B. 
flowered silk from China XIX. In A prob. 
- Du. tlampers (now lamfer); in B - F. 
lampas, t-asse, which may be a different 
word. 

lampion lre·mpian pot of (usu.) coloured 
glass with oil and wick, used in illumina
tions. XIX (Thackeray). -F. lampion- It. 
lampione, f. F. lampe LAMP. 

lampoon lrempu·n virulent or scurrilous 
satire. XVII. -F. lampon, said to be f. lam
pons let us drink (used as a refrain), rst pl. 
imper. of lamper gulp down, booze, nasalized 
form of laper LAP 2 ; see -OON. Hence vb. 
XVII. 

lamprey lre·mpri fish having a sucker-like 
mouth. XII (XIII). -OF. lampreie (mod. 
lamproie) = Pr. lampre(z)a, Sp. lamprea, It. 
lampreda :- medL. lampreda (vm), whence 
also OE. lamprede, Du. lampreide, OHG. 
lampreta, possibly alteration of lampetra (v), 
which is expl. as f. lambere Iick+petra stone 

LAND 

(with allusion to the lamprey attaching itself 
to stones). Cf. LIMPET. 

lance llms weapon with a long shaft and an 
iron or steel head. XIII. - (O)F. lance = Pr. 
lansa, Sp. lanza, It. Iancia :- L. lancea, of 
alien origin (Iberian ace. to Varro, from Gr. 
l6gkhe ace. to Festus, but pro b. Celtic). The 
F. word was adopted into the Germ. langs. 
Lance corporal (xviii) was based on LANCE
PESADE; lance sergeant (XIX) was analogical. 
So lance vb. fling, hurl; (dial.) spring, 
bound; pierce, make incision in XIV. - (O)F. 
lancer, t-ier, f. lance; cf. LAUNCH1• la·ncER1 

soldierarmedwithalance. XVI.- F.lancier; 
cf. late L. lancetirius. 

lancegay la·nsgei (arch.) kind of lance. XIV 
(Ch.). -OF. lancegaye, perh. alteration, by 
assoc. with LANCE, of l'archegaye ASSEGAI. 

lanceolate lre·nsiiileit shape like a spear
head. XVIII. - late L. lanceoltitus, f.lanceola, 
dim. of L. lancea LANCE; see -ATE 2• 

lancepesade lanspiza·d (hist.) lance-cor
poral. XVI. -F. tlancepessade (now anspes
sade) 'the meanest officer in a foot company' 
(Cotgr.)- It. lancia spezzata soldier on a 
forlorn hope, devoted adherent, lit. broken 
lance, i.e. lancia LANCE, spezzata, fern. pp. 
of spezzare break :- Rom. "'dispettitire (ms-, 
PIECE) ; vars. with -pres-, -pris- ( -z-) are due 
to assoc. with Sp., It. presa seizure, capture. 

lancet Ia ·nsit surgical instrument for making 
incisions xv; (archit.) applied attrib. to 
pointed windows XVIII. - (O)F. lancette, 
dim. of lance; see LANCE, -ET. 

lancinate lre·nsineit pierce. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. lancintire tear, rei. to Iacer; see 
LACERATE and -ATE 3• 

land !rend solid portion of the earth's 
surface; ground, soil; country, territory, 
realm, domain ; tcountry (opposed to town); 
ridge in a ploughed field OE.; strip divi
sion of a field XIV; (Sc.) building divided 
into tenements xv. OE. land = OFris., 
OS., ON., Goth. land, OHG. /ant (Du., 
G. land):- CGerm. *landam, rei. to 
OCeltic "'landti (Ir. land, lann enclosure, 
W. llan enclosure, church, Cornish lan open 
space, plain, Breton lann heath), whence F. 
Iande heath, moor, LAUND. The IE. base 
"'londh- is not evidenced in other langs., but 
the var. *lendh- is repr. by OSI.l{!dina heath, 
desert (Russ. ljadd, ljadina), (O)Sw. linda 
fallow land. comp. la·ndLA:DY. XVI, after 
la·ndLORD OE. landhltiford; la·ndMARK1 

OE. landmearc.la·ndsLIDE U.S. (XIX) equiv. 
of la·ndsLIP XVII. Hence land vb. bring to 
land XIII (K. Horn); come to land XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); rep!. OE.lendan :- "'landjan. Whence 
la·ndiNG1 disembarkation xv; platform in 
a flight of stairs XVIII. t.lf Several foreign 
comps. have been or are current, as land
amman (XVIII), landdrost (xviii), landgrave 
(xvi), landsturm (xix), landtag (xvi), /and
wehr (xrx). 
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LANDAU 

landau lre·nd5 four-wheeled carriage. XVIII. 
Name of a town in Germany where the 
vehicle was first made. (The G. name is 
Landauer, short for Landauer wagen 'carriage 
of the people of Landau'.) Hence landau
LE·T, -le·tte. XVIII. 

landloper lre·ndlou:pal (hist.) vagabond. 
XVI. - MDu. landlooper, f. land LAND-1-
loopen run, LEAP. (Earlier tlandleaper (XIV), 
with accommodation to Eng.). 

landrail he·ndreil com-crake. xvm. f. 
LAND-t-RAIL 2 ; cf. G. landralle. 

landscape la:·ndskeip, la:·nskip picture 
representing natural inland scenery XVI 
(lands kip) ; view of such scenery XVII (!ant
skip, Milton). - MDu. lantscap, (mod.) 
landschap landscape, province (cf. OE. land
scipe region, tract, OS. landskipi, OHG. 
lantscaj, ON. landskapr); see LAND, -SHIP. 
Adopted from Du. as a painter's term, like 
easel; the form lands kip repr. the Du. pro
nunc. la·ndsxap. 

lane lein narrow way or passage. OE. lane 
~~ OFris. lana, laen, MDu. /tine (Du. laan), 
of unkn. origin. 

langrage, -idge lre·l)grid3 (hist.) case shot 
loaded with pieces of iron. XVIII. rep!. 
tlangrel(l), -ill (XVII Capt. Smith) ; of unkn. 
origin. 

lang syue la:l)sai·n (Sc.) long ago. XVI 
(Dunbar). Sc. lang LONG+syne, contr. form 
of sithen SI!'iCE. (ji Familiar in auld lang syne 
(from Burns). 

language lre·l)gwid3 body of words as used 
by a people; form of words, style of expres
sion. XIII. :VIE.langage, later language- (O)F. 
langage (AN. also language, after langue 
tongue, speech) = Pr. leng(u)atge (whence 
Sp. lenguaje, It. linguaggio) :-Galla-Rom. 
'*lingutiticum, f. lingua tongue, language; see 
LINGUISTIC, -AGE. 

languish lre•l)gwiJ grow weak or faint. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. languiss-, lengthened 
stem of languir ( = Pr., Sp. languir, It. 
languire) :-Rom. '*languire, for L. languere 
languish, rei. to laxus slack, LAX 2 ; see -ISH 2• 

So la·ngum1• XVI. -F. or L. languoR2 

lre·l)g(w)al tdisease, woeful plight, mental 
distress XIII (Cursor lVI.); faintness, weari
ness XVIII. -OF. languor (mod. langueur) 
- L. languor, -orem; reinforced later from L. 

langur L1.·1)guaJ Indian long-tailed monkey. 
XIX (Heber). -Hindi langur (Skr. ltingiUin 
tailed). 

laniard see LANYARD. 
laniary lre·nidri (of teeth) adapted for tear

ing. XIX. - L. lanitirius, f. lanitire tear with 
the nails, etc.; see -ARY. 

laniferous lei-, lani·far;:~s wool-bearing. 
XVII. f. L. ltinifer, f.[tina WOOL j see -FEROUS. 
So lani·FIC wool-producing. XVII. - L. 
lani·GEROUS wool-bearing. XVII. f. L. 

lank lrel)k loose, flabby, hollow OE.; straight 
and flat XVII. OE. hlanc, f. Germ. '*xlayk-, 
which appears in (M)HG. lenken bend, turn 

LAP 

aside, OE. (h)lanca hip, loin, OHG. lancha; 
cf. FLANK, FLINCH, LINK'. Hence la·nkY1 • 

XVII. 

tanner la:·nal species offalcon. XIV. - (O)F. 
Zanier, perh. sb. use of Zanier cowardly (cf. 
medL. syn. tardarius), which was developed 
from a derogatory application of Ianier 
weaver :- L. liiniirius wool-merchant, f. liina 
WOOL; see -ER2

• 

lanolin la:·nolin fatty matter from sheep's 
wool. XIX. -G., f. L. ltina wooL+ol/eum 
OIL+-IN. 

lansquenet lre·nskanet (hist.) mercenary 
soldier in Germany; German card-game. 
XVII. -F. la1lSquenet- G. landsknecht, f. g. 
of land LAND+knecht in the sense of 'sol
dier', KNIGHT. 

lantern lre·nta.m case of glass, etc., contain
ing and protecting a light XIII (Cursor M.); 
glazed turret-like erection xv. - (O)F. lan
terne = Pr., Pg., It. lanterna :- L. lanterna, 
f. Gr. lamptiffr torch, lamp (f. ldmpein shine; 
cf. LAMP), after lucerna lamp. t.lJ The fre
quent form lanthorn is due to assoc. with 
horn, lanterns having been formerly made 
with hom windows. 

lanthanum la:·npanam (chem.) rare metal
lic element. XIX. modL. (Mosander), f. Gr. 
lanthdnein escape the notice of; 'it has 
hitherto lain concealed in oxide of cerium' 
(1841). 

lanuginous lrenju·d3inas downy. XVI. f. L. 
ltinuginosus, f. lanugo down, f. lana wooL, 
see -ous. 

lanyard lre·njaJd twhip-lash xv; (naut.) 
short piece of rope XVII. - (O)F. laniere, 
earlier lasniere, f. lasne, perh. due to crossing 
of laz LACE and nasle- Germ. '*nastila- (G. 
nestel string, lace); adopted earlier as tlainer 
(XIV, Ch.); the final syll. was assoc. with 
YARD 2• 

Laodicean lei:odisi·an 'lukewarm, neither 
cold nor hot', like the church of Laodicea 
(Rev. iii 15, 16). XVII. f. L. Ltiodicea, Gr. 
Ltiodikeia, name of a city in Asia Minor 
(now Latakia); see -EAN. 

lap1 !rep tskirt of a garment; tiobe OE. ; 
tfold of a robe XIII; front part of a skirt and 
of the body from waist to knees XIII (La3.). 
OE. lreppa, carr. to OFris. lappa, OS. lappo, 
OHG. lappa, with pp for pf from LG. (G. 
Lappen); cf. 0~. leppr clout, rag, lock of 
hair; Gr. lobOs LOBE has been compared. 
camp. la·pnoG. XVII (Evelyn). 

lap 2 !rep take up with the tongue. OE. 
lapian, carr. to MLG., MDu. lapen, OHG. 
laffan, f. Germ. *lap-, repr. also by OHG. 
gilepphen swallow, MHG. leffen, Ice!. lepja 
(:- '*lapjan) lick, OS. lepil, MLG. lepel, 
OHG. leffil (G. liiffel) spoon, and rei. to L. 
lambere (see LAMBENT), Gr. ldptein: lick, lap; 
cf. also LIMPET. OE. lapian is repr. directly 
by ME., dial. lape, Sc. laip, the present lap 
being prob. due tQ (O)F. laper (of Germ. 
origin, if not independently imit.). 
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LAP 

lap3 !rep wrap, enfold XIII; lay over, so as 
to cover; project beyond (cf. OVERLAP) XVII. 
Earlier in tbilappe, tbileppe, f. bi- BE-+ Lappe, 
*'leppe LAP1. Hence lap sb. amount by 
which something overlaps XVIII; act of en
circling, tum round a track XIX. 

laparo- lre•p;lrou, lrep;lr;)• comb. form of 
Gr. lapdrii flank, f. laparos soft, in medical 
terms, as laparo·tomy. XIX. 

lapel !;lpe·l part of a coat folded over to
wards the shoulder. XVIII (Mrs. Piozzi). f. 
LAP1+-EL1• Hence lape·llEn. XVIII (Smol
lett). q Formation and stress are abnormal. 

lapidary lre·pidari sb. one who cuts stones 
XIV; adj. suitable for monumental inscrip
tions XVIII. - L. lapidiirius, f. lapid-, lapis 
stone; see -ARY. 

lapilli lapi'lai fragments of stone from a 
volcano. XVIII. pl. of It. lapillo- L. lapillus, 
dim. of lapis stone. 

lapis lazuli lre·pis lre·zjulai silicate pro
ducing ultramarine pigment. XIV (Trevisa). 
f. L. lapis stone+ lazuli, g. of medL. lazu
lum, varying with Lazur, lazurius, f. Pers. 
liizhward AZURE. 

Lapp !rep of the Mongoloid race called by 
themselves Sabme. XIX. - Sw. Lapp, perh. 
orig. a term of contempt (cf. MHG. Lappe 
simpleton), in medL. Lappo (-on-), whence 
Lappo·nrAN. XVII (Topsell). F. Lapan. 

lappet lre·pit fold, flap XVI; lobe of ear, etc., 
XVII. f. LAP1+-ET. 

lapse !reps slip of the memory, etc.; fall 
from rectitude, grace, etc. ; termination of a 
right XVI ; gliding, flow XVII (Milton); pass
ing (of time) XVIII. - L. lapsus, f. laps-, pp. 
stem of l&bi glide, slip, fall, rei. to labare 
slip, labor LABOUR; cf. F. laps (de temps). So 
lapse vb. fall, pass away XVII ; fall in, be
come void; glide, sink XVIII. Partly - L. 
lapsare (f. laps-), partly f. the sb. q For 
comps. see COLLAPSE, ELAPSE, RELAPSE. 

Laputan lapjii·tan pert. toLaputa, visionary, 
chimerical. XIX (Swift's form is Laputian). 
f. Laputa, the flying island in 'Gulliver's 
Travels' III ii {1726); see -AN. 

lapwing lre·pwil) bird of the plover family, 
pewit. OE. hleapewince, the first el. of 
which is formally identical with LEAP!, and 
appears in Fris. names of the bird, e.g. leap, 
ljeap, mantsjeleap, wyjkeleap, the second el. 
contains the base (meaning 'move sideways 
or from side to side') of OE. wincian WINK. 
Variation of form is shown by ME. lhap
wynche (Ayenbite of lnwyt), lappewinke 
(Gower), lapwyng (Lydg.); the present form 
is due to assoc. with LAP 3 and WING, 'be
cause he lappes or clappes the wings so 
often', Minsheu, r617. 

lar Hi.I pl. lares le::~·riz, Iars lii1z house
hold god(s); hearth, home XVI. - L. lar, pl. 
lares; prob. orig. 'infernal divinities' and 
hence rei. to ldrua spectre, ghost (LARVA). 

LARRIKIN 

larboard lii·.Ib5.Id, -::~.1d side of a ship to the 
left of a person looking from stern to bows. 
XIV. orig. lad(d)borde, lathebord, the second 
el. of which is BOARD (OE. bord, ON. boroi 
ship's side), the first is of uncertain origin, 
but may be from LADE, the orig. sense being 
'the side on which deck cargo was taken in'. 
q The OE. term was bcecbord 'the side at 
the back of the steersman' (the steering
paddle being worked over the right side) = 
LG., Du. bakboord (whence G. backbord, 
F. babord). 

larceny lii·.Isani theft. xv (Fortescue). 
-AN. *'larcenie, f. (O)F. larcin :- L. latr6-
cinium, f. latro(n-) brigand, robber, (earlier) 
mercenary soldier, f. Gr. ldtron pay, !atreus 
mercenary, latreliein serve (cf. LATRIA). 

larch lii.Itf coniferous tree, Abies Larix (L. 
europrea). XVI (introduced by William 
Turner 1548). - MHG.larche, var. of Lerche 
(G. liirche) :- OHG. *'larihha, •terihha- L. 
laricem, nom. larix, prob. of alien origin. 
q The L. form larix lre·riks was current 
XVI-XIX, with var. tlarinx, tlari(n)ch. 

lard lii.Id t(fat) bacon or pork; internal fat 
of swine's abdomen. xv. - (O)F. lard bacon 
= Sp., It. lardo :- L. liir(i)dum, rei. to Gr. 
liirin6s fat. So lard vb. - (O)F. larder. 
la·rdER2 room for storing provisions. XIV. 
-AN. larder, OF. -ier, medL. lardiirium. 

lardy-dardy see LA-DI-DA. lares see LAR. 
large lii.1d3 tliberal, generous XII; tample; 

wide in range or capacity XIII; tbroad XIV; 
great, big xv. - (O)F. large (now 'broad, 
wide') :- L. larga, fern. of [argu-s abundant, 
bountiful; the fern. early supplanted OF. m. 
*'larc ( = Pr. tare, Sp. largo long, It. largo 
wide). So largESS 2 lii•.Id3es tliberality 
XIII; liberal bestowal of gifts XIV. - (O)F. 
largesse = Pr., Sp. largueza, It. larghezza 
:-Rom. •targitia, f. L.largus. largo lii•1gou 
(mus.) slow and dignified; movement so 
marked. XVII. It., 'broad'. 

lariat lre·riat rope used for picketing. XIX. 
- Sp. la reata the rope used to tie mules 
together, f. reatar tie up again, f. re- RE-+ 
atar tie :- L. aptiire fit, f. aptus APT. 

lark1 lii.Ik bird well kno:wn for its early 
morning song. OE. liiferce, older lrewerce, 
liiuricre, corr. to MLG., MDu. lewer(i)ke 
(Du. leeuwerik), OHG. lerahha (G. Lerche), 
ON. lrevirki (perh. from Eng.); of unkn. 
origin. The Sc. var. laverock le·vrak, 
lre·var;lk descends from ME. laverok. comp. 
la·rksPUR. XVI (larkes spur, Lyte, Gerarde); 
so called from the spur-shaped calyx. 

lark• lii.Ik (colloq.) play tricks, frolic. XIX. 
poss. repr. dial. lake play, sport (pronounced 
leak)- ON. leika = OE. ldcan play, sport, 
MHG. leichen, Goth. laikan dance. Hence 
lark sb. XIX. 

larrikin lre·rikin street rowdy, hooligan. 
XIX. Originated in Melbourne, Australia, 
c. 1870; perh. f. Larry, pet-form of the name 
Laurence, common in Ireland; see -KIN. 



LARRUP 

larrup lre·rap (colloq.) thrash. XIX. Of 
dial. origin; perh. based on lather or leather. 

larum (arch.) lre·ram. XVI. Aphetic of 
ALARUM. 

larva la·.rva A. tspectre, ghost XVII; B. in
sect in the grub state XVIII. - L., 'disem
bodied spirit', 'ghost', 'mask' ( cf. LAR) ; 
sense B is due to Linnreus, and is an applica
tion of the sense 'mask', the notion being 
that the perfect insect or imago is not recog
nizable in the larva (Ray, 1691, had spoken 
of 'the same Insect under a different Larva 
or habit'). 

larynx lre·ril)ks cavity in the throat contain
ing the vocal cords. XVI. - modL.- Gr. 
ldrugx; comb. form lary·ngo-. Hence laryn
geAL1 l::'eri•nd3al. XVIII. f. modL.laryngeus. 

lascar lre·skii.r East Indian sailor. XVII. ult. 
based on Urdu(- Pers.) lashkar army, camp, 
either as a misuse of this, or through early 
Pg. laschar, lasquarin, -im native (East In
dian) soldier, the latter orig. -Urdu adj. 
lashkari military. 

lascivious lasi·vias inclined or inciting to 
lust. xv. - late L. lasciviosus, f. L. lascivia 
licentiousness, f. lascivus sportive, lustful, 
wanton, f. adj. *laskos or vb. *lasctire, which 
may be ult. rei. to LUST. 

lash1 lreJ A. make a sudden movement; dash 
XIV; B. tlavish xvr; C. (from the sb.) flog, 
scourge XIV. prob. echoic or symbolic, like 
the contemporary tlush; cf. the parallel dash 
I dush, flash I flush, mash I mush, smash I 
dial. smush. Hence lash sb. blow, esp. with a 
whip; flexible part of a whip. XIV. la·slum1. 
XVII. 

lash2 tlace xv; (naut.) make fast with a cord 
XVII. perh. of LG. origin; cf. MDu. lasche 
rag, patch, gusset, Du. laschen patch, sew 
together, scarf (timber). 

lashings lre·JiiJz (Anglo-Ir.), 'floods', abun
dance. XIX. f. LASH1 in sense 'lavish' ; see 
-ING1• 

laspring lre·spriiJ young salmon. XVIII. 
perh. alteration of *laxpink, tlakspynk 
(f. LAX1-t-pink minnow, young salmon), and 
interpreted as a contr. of last spring. 

lass Ires girl. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. lasce, 
las(se); of difficult etym., like boy, girl, lad; 
perh. north. development (cf. ass for *ask 
ashes, ass for ask vb., buss for busk vb.) 
of *lask :-ON. *laskwa, fern. of *laskwar 
unmarried, repr. by OSw. liiJsk kona un
married woman (spec. use of the sense 
'unoccupied' or 'having no fixed abode', 
orig. 'free from ties'; in Oicel. lQskr means 
only 'weak, good for nothing'). 

lassitude lre·sitjud disinclination to exert 
oneself. xvr. - F. lassitude or L. lassitudo, 
f. lassus weary :- *ladtos, f. *lad- leave; see 
LllT1 and -TUD!l, 

lasso lresu·, lre·sou rope with a noose to 
catch cattle. XIX. - Sp. lazo (in America 
pronounced la·so) = OF. laz, etc., LACE. 

LATEEN 

last1 last tfootprint; shoemaker's wooden 
or iron model of a foot. OE. last m. foot
print, [/Est fern. boot, liEste shoemaker's last 
= MLG. lest(e), Du. leest, OHG. leist (G. 
leiste-n) last, ON. leistr foot, sock, Goth. 
laists footprint, track; rei. to OS.lesa, OHG. 
(wagan)leisa track, rut (G. geleise, gleise): all 
f. CGerm. *lais- follow a track; cf. Goth. 
lais I know, L. lira furrow, delirus (see DELI
RIOUS), and LAST', LEAR.", LORE. 

last• last denomination of weight, capacity, 
or quantity. XIV. OE. hl:Est load, burden = 
OFris. hlest, (M)LG., (M)Du. last, OHG. 
hlast (G. last) :- WGerm. *hlatsta-, -sti-, 
rei. to *hlatto- (ON. hlass load), f. *hlap
LADE. 

last1 last following all the others, coming at 
the end. OE. latost, Northumb. la;test, corr. 
to OFris. letast, lest, OS. latst, last, letist 
(Du. laatst, lest), OHG. la;:s-ost, le:s-:s-ist (G. 
letzt), 0~. latastr :- CGerm. *latast-, *la
tist-, super!. of la:t adj., late adv. LATE: see 
-EST. (Latest xvr is a new formation on late.) 
For the reduction of the group -tst- cf. BEST. 

last• last tfollow ; tcarry out, perform ; go 
on, continue. OE. liEstan, corr. to OFris. 
ltista, testa fulfil, OS. lestian execute, OHG. 
(G.) leisten afford, yield, Goth. laistjan fol
low :- CGerm. *laistjan, f. *laist- LAST1. 

latakia lretaki·a kind of Turkish tobacco 
produced near Latakia, the ancient Laodi
cea, seaport of Syria. XIX. 

latch lretJ A. (dial.) loop, noose; B. fasten
ing for door or gate. xrv. In sense A prob. 
var. of LACE (OF. var. !ache of laz; see next); 
in sense B prob. f. (dial.) latch vb. OE. 
la;ccan seize, grasp, f. Germ. *lakk-, prob. 
:- *lagn-, rei. to Gr.ldzesthai (:- *lagj-), or 
*laqn-, rei. to L. laqueus noose, LACE. 

latchet lre·tJit (now arch., after Mark i 7) 
thong, esp. to fasten a shoe. XIV. -OF. 
lachet, var. of lacet, f. laz LACE; see -ET. 

late leit slow, tardy; delayed in time OE.; 
belonging to an advanced stage XIV; recently 
dead xv. OE. la:t, infl. la:tes, lata, etc. = 
OFris. let, OS. lat, OHG. la:s- (G. lass), 0~. 
latr, Goth. lats :- CGerm. *lataz slow, 
sluggish, f. *!at- :- IE. *lad- (repr. by L. 
lassus weary:- *ladtos); see LET1• Also late 
adv. OE. late slowly, at an advanced period 
= OHG. la:s-, la:;:;o slowly, lazily. The mod. 
form late repr. infl. forms of OE. lret, and 
OE. adv. late. The regular compar. from 
OE. la;tra is latter lre·ta.r (now restricted, 
except for phr. like latter days, latter end, to 
uses in contrast with former); hence la·tter·· 
LY1 XVIII (Richardson); la·tterMATH (dial.) 
AFTERMATH. XVI; later Jei-ta.r, la·tEST (XVI) 
are new formations, cf. LAST3• 

lateen lreti•n triangular sail. xvm. -F. 
latine, in voile latine 'Latin sail', so called 
from its use in the Mediterranean; fern. of 
latin LATIN. 
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LATENT 

latent lei·t;~nt hidden: opp. to patent. XVII. 
- L. latent-, -ens, prp. of latere lie hid; see 
LETHARGY, -ENT. 

lateral pert. to or at the side. XVI. - L. 
lateriilis, f. later-, latus side; see -AL 1• So 
F.lateral. lateri- lre·t;~ri comb. form of L. 
later-, latus, having a parallel form la·tero
(see -o-). XIX. 

laterite lre·t;~rait (min.) red porous ferru
ginous rock. xrx. f. L. later brick+-ITE1. 

lath lap thin narrow strip of wood. OE. 
lrett (corr. to MDu. latte, Du. lat, G. dial. 
latz) survives in mod. dial. lat, but began to 
be replaced XIV in general use by Iappe, 
which appears to repr. an OE. *'lrepp-, corr. 
to OHG. latta (G. latte). Connexion with 
MHG. lade plank (G. laden counter, shop) 
is gen. assumed, but the relation of the 
Germ. types is obscure; influence from the 
synon. and prob. cogn. Oir. slat, W. !lath 
(:- OCeltic *'slattii) is possible. «JJ The 
Germ. word has been adopted into Rom. 
langs. (cf. F. latte, Sp. lata, It. latta). 

lathe1 leio administrative district of Kent. 
XII. irreg. repr. OE. l:Ep, corr. to ON. ldiJ 
landed possession, land, rel. to *'l:EiJ- in 
Goth. unleds 'unlanded', poor, OE. unliiid(e) 
wretched. 

lathe2 leio (dial.) barn. XIII (Genesis and 
Exodus). -ON. hlaoa, rel. to hlaoa LADE. 

lathe3 leio supporting structure, stand xv; 
machine for turning wood, etc. XVII. Varies 
in its earliest use with tlare (Cotgrave 
s.v. Tournoir); the two forms may repr. 
parallel adoptions of ODa. lad (xv) stand, 
supporting framework, as in drejelad turning
lathe, savelad saw-bench, vreverlad loom, 
perh. a special use of lad pile, heap :-ON. 
hlao, rei. to hlaoa LADE. 

lathe' leio movable batten of a loom. XVII. 
cogn.with synon. Sw.lad, and so ult. identi
cal with prec. 

lather lre·o;~;~, (formerly) lii·o<~J: froth made 
with soap and water. XVI. OE.leaoor washing 
soda= ON. lauor :-Germ. "'laupram :- IE. 
*'loutrom, whence Gr. loetr6n, loutr6n bath, 
Oir. loathar 'pelvis', 'canalis', Gaul. lautra 
'balneo', f. *low- wash, LAVE+ -tro- instru. 
suffix. In its mod. sense f. lather vb. cover 
with lather OE. ; become covered with foam 
XIII. rep!. OE. lepran, *'liepran = ON. 
leytJra :- Germ. *'lauprjan. 

lati- lre·ti comb. form of L. latus broad, as 
in liitifolius broad-leaved, latifo·lrous. XVII. 

Latin lre·tin pert. to Latium or the ancient 
Romans; sb. the Latin language. XIII. 
- (O)F.latin or L. Latinus, f. Latium designa
tion of the portion of Italy which included 
Rome. In OE. the learned form latin occurs 
occas.; the pop. repr. was liiiden Latin, 
language, ME. leden speech, utterance (OE. 
biicliiiden 'book language' was spec. Latin). 
So La·tiniST. XVI. -medL. Latinista. 
Lati·niTY. xvii. - L. 

LAUDANUM 

latitat lre·titret (leg.) writ supposing the 
defendant to lie concealed, etc. XVI. - L., 
'he lies hid', 3rd sg. pres. ind. of latitiire, 
frequent. of latere be hid (see LATENT). 

latitude lre·titjiid tbreadth; angular dis
tance on a meridian, etc. XIV (Ch.); (arch.) 
extent, scope XVI ; freedom from restriction 
XVII (Bacon). - L. liititudo, f. latus broad; 
see -TUDE and cf. (O)F. latitude. «11 The 
geographical applications of L. latitudo, Gr. 
.,1\ciTos, and longitudo, p.fjKos, orig. referred to 
the 'breadth' and 'length' of the oblong map 
of the known world, whence they came to 
be used for the distance of any place in the 
breadthwise and lengthwise direction respec
tively from the circle which was taken as the 
origin of measurement. Hence latitu·di
nAL1, XVII (Grew). la:titudinA·RIAN. XVII 
(r662 in 'Brief Account of the new Sect of 
Latitude-Men' by S. P.). 

latria l;)trai·;~ worship that may be paid 
only to God )( DULIA. XVI. -Late L.- Gr. 
latreiii service, divine worship, rel. to 
latretiein serve (as with prayer); cf. -LATRY. 

latrine l;~tri·n privy. XVII. - F. latrine - L. 
latrina bath, privy, contr. of laviitrina, f. 
laviire wash, LAVE. 

-latry l<~tri repr. Gr. -latrela worship, as in 
eidololatreiii IDOLATRY. On this model have 
been formed (e.g.) bibliolatry, Mariolatr:y, 
and, joe., babyolatry, lordolatry. The corr. 
personal designations end in -later (Gr. 
-latres), the adjs. in -latrous. 

latten lre·t;~n mixed brass-like metal. XIV, 
ME. latoun, laton- OF. laton, lei ton (mod. 
laiton), obscurely rei. to Pr. lato, tatun, Cat. 
llauto, Sp. (a)laton, Pg. latiio, It. dial. laton, 
lattone, lottone, It. ottone, of unkn. origin. 
«J1 The Rom. word was adopted as Du. 
latoen, ON. ldtun, Russ. latun'. 

latter see LATE. 

lattice lre·tis structure made of laths used 
as a screen. XIV. - OF. lattis, f. latte LATH+ 
-is :- L. -itium. 

latus lei ·t;~s L. latus side, as in latus rectum 
(in conic sections). XVIII. 

laud l5d praise; pl. first of the day hours of 
the Western Church, the psalms of which 
end with psalms cxlviii-cl (called collec
tively laudes). XIV. -OF. laude, pl. laudes 
- L. laud-es, pl. of laus praise. So laud vb. 
praise. xrv. - L. laudiire, f. laud-. lau·d
ABLE. XV. - L. (Cicero). laudA·TION. XV. 
- L. lau·datoRY. XVI. -late L. 

laudanum b·d;~n;~m preparation of opium. 
XVI. - modL. laudanum, Paracelsus's name 
for a medicament for which he gives a pre
tended prescription of costly ingredients but 
which was early suspected to contain opium, 
whence the gen. application to opiate pre
parations; perh. alt. ofLADANUM (LABDANUM). 



LAUGH 

laugh liif make the characteristic noise ex
pressive of mirth. OE. (Anglian) hlrehhan 
(WS. hliehhan), pt. hloh, hlogon, (pp. not 
recorded) = OFris. hlakkia, OS. *hlalzlzian 
(pt. pl. hlogun), OHG. hlahhan, pt. lzloch, 
beside hlahhen, pt. hlahheta (Du., G. lachen, 
laclzte, gelaclzt), ON.Izlreja, pt. lzl6, lzl6gu, pp. 
hleginn, Goth. hlahjan, pt. hloh; CGenn. 
str. vb., but later in most of the langs. wholly 
or partially weak, f. *xlax- *xlox- *xlag- :
IE. imit. base *klak- *k!Ok- (cf. Gr. klossein 
cluck:- *klokjein). So laughTER lii'ft;~.I 
OE. hleahtor = OHG. hlahtar (whence G. 
coll.geliichter), ON. hldtr :-Germ. *xlaxtraz. 

launce l5ns sand-eel, Ammodytes. xvn. 
perh. an application of LANCE. 

launch' l5nf, liinf tpierce, lance; hurl, 
shoot; be set in rapid motion; cause (a 
vessel) to move from land XIV (fig. XVII); put 
out from land XVI. -AN. launcher, ONF. 
lancher, var. of lancier LANCE. Cf. pinch. 

launch2 l5nJ, liinJ largest boat of a man-of
war xvn ; large boat propelled by steam, etc. 
XIX. - Sp. Zanella pinnace, perh. of Malay 
origin; cf. Pg. lanchara- Malay lanclzaran, 
f. lanchar quick, nimble. 

laund l5nd (arch.) glade, pasture. XIV. 
- OF.launde (mod.lande); see LAND, LAWN". 

laundress 15·ndris, lii·ndris woman who 
washes and gets up linen, etc. XVI. f. tZaun
der (xiv) or the extended form (see -ER2) 

launderer (xv) man or woman whose occupa
tion is washing clothes; see -Ess1 • So lau·n
der wash and get up (linen). XVI, f. tlaunder 
sb. lau·ndry twashing of clothes; estab
lishment for this. XVI. Launder and laundry 
are contr. forms of (i) tlavender (xm)- OF. 
lavandier m., -iere fern. = Sp. lavandero, 
-era, It. lavandajo, -aja -Rom. *lavanda
rius, f. lavanda things to be washed, n. pl. 
of gerundive of lavare wash, LAVE; (ii) 
tlavendry (XIV)- OF. lavanderie (cf. L. 
lavandaria things to be washed); see -RY. 
For the vocalization of v cf. auger, hawk, 
newt. 

laureate l5·ri;~t worthy of the laurel crown, 
as an eminent poet XIV (Ch.); (in sense of L. 
laureus) of laurel xv; crowned with laurel 
XVII. - L. laureatus, f. laurea laurel tree, 
laurel crown, sb. use of fern. of adj. laureus, 
f. laurus; see next and -ATE 2• 

laurel la·r;~l bay-tree, Laurus nobilis. ME. 
lorer (xm), lorel (XIV)- OF. lorier (mod. 
laurier)- Pr.laurier, f.laur ( = OF. lor, Cat. 
llor, etc.) :- L. lauru-s, prob. of Mediterra
nean origin. The later form is due to dis
similation of r .. r to r .. l; cf. Sp. laurel. 

laurustinus ll:>!dstai·n;~s evergreen shrub, 
Viburnum Tin us. XVII. - modL. taurus 
tinus, i.e. taurus LAUREL; tinus wild laurel. 

lava lii·v;~ tstream of molten rock; sub
stance resulting from the cooling of this ; 
fluid matter from a volcano. XVIII. -It. lava 

LAW 

(Neapolitan dial.) tstream suddenly caused 
by rain, the Java stream from Vesuvius, f. 
lavare LAVE. 

lavabo l;~vei·bou, -ii·bou (eccl.) ritual wash
ing of the celebrant's hands. XIX, L., zst 
pers. sg. fut. ind. of lavare wash, LAVE; first 
word of Ps. xxvi 6 'Lavabo inter innocentes 
manus meas' (I will wash my hands in inno
cency), the recital of which accompanies the 
ceremony. 

lavatory la:·v;~t;~ri vessel for washing XIV; 
lavabo XVI ; apartment for washing the hands 
and face xvn. - late L. lavatorium, f. lavat-, 
pp. stem of lavare; see LAVE, -ORY. 

lave leiv (arch.) wash, bathe; pour out. xm. 
- (O)F. laver = Pr., Sp. lavar, It. lavare :
L. lavare, corr. obscurely to Gr. lotiein wash, 
Arm. loganam I bathe. Coalesced in ME. 
with OE. lafian wash by affusion, pour 
(water), if this vb. survived ( = (M)Du. 
laven, OHG. labOn, G. laben refresh- L. 
[avare). (jJ ABLUTION, ALLUVIO~, DELUGE, 
LATHER, LATRINE, LAVATORY, LOTION, LYE 
are derivs. of the same base. 

laveer l;~vi;~·.r (naut.) beat to windward. XVI. 
- Du. laveeren, earlier tloveren- F. tloveer 
(mod. louvoyer), f. lof windward, LUFF; see 
-EER2• 

lavender la:·vind;~.I fragrant labiate plant, 
Lavandula vera. xv. -AN. lavendre, for 
*lavendle- medL. lavendula, also livendula, 
lavindula, etc. (whence MHG. lavendel(e), 
G. lavendel; cf. It. lavandula and lavanda, 
whence F. lavande). If the ult. source is 
L. lavare LAVE, the sense-development is 
obscure. 

laver1 lei·v;~.r (arch. or rhet.) vessel for 
washing; baptismal font. XIV. ME.lavo(u)r 
- OF.laveor, laveoir (mod.lavoir)- L.lava
torium LAVATORY1

• 

laver• lei•v;J.I (edible) seaweed. XVI. - L. 
laver applied by Pliny to a water-plant 
(whence OE. faber). 

laverock see LARK1
• 

lavish he·vif unrestrainedly liberal or pro
fuse. XV. adj. use of tlavish sb., earlier 
tlavas (xv) profusion, prodigality- OF. 
lavasse deluge of rain (cf. OF. lavis 'torrent' 
of words), f. laver wash, pour, LAVE; cf. 
-ISH'. Hence la·vish vb. XVI. 

law1 15 body or code of rules; an individual 
rule. Late OE. lagu (pl. laga), whence ME. 
[a'Je, [awe, rep!. native OE. ;E; -ON. *lagu 
(whence Olcel.lQg coli. law), pl. of lag layer, 
stratum, share or partnership, fixed price, 
set tune:- *lagam, f. Germ. *lag- place (see 
LAY', LIE1). In various langs. the word for 
'law' is derived from bases meaning 'place, 
set down', e.g. OE. dom DOOM, Gr. themis, 
L. statiitum STATUTE, G. gesetz (see SET1). 

See also -IN-LAW. Hence law·FuL1 XIII. 
law·LESs XII; after ON. lQgfullr, lQglauss, 
lawyer la·j;u one versed in the law. XIV 
(lawier, beside lawer); see -ER', -IER1• 

[SIS) 



LAW 

law• 15 (north. dial.) hill. XIII (Cursor M.). 
north. repr. of OE. hltiw, var. of hl:Ew, 
corr. to OS. hleo, hlew-, OHG. hleo, Goth. 
hlaiw :-Germ. *xlaiwaz-, *xlaiwiz- :-IE. 
*kloiwos-, -es-, f. *kloi- slope (see LEAN 2). 

law• 15 int., orig. asseverative, later excl. of 
surprise. XVI (Sh.). orig. var. of LA 2 , later 
coalescing with the excl. lor', = LORD. 

lawk(s) 15k(s) int. Lord! XVIII. var. of lack! 
(XVII), deformation of LORD, perh. suggested 
by ALACK. 

lawn1 l5n kind of fine linen. xv. prob. f. 
Laon, name of a town in France, an impor
tant place of linen manufacture. t]! The 
prevailing early form laund shows parasitic 
d as in ASTOUND, BOUND 2, POUND 2, SOUND 2• 

lawn • l5n (arch.) open space between woods 
XVI ; portion of level grass-covered ground 
kept mown XVIII. Later form of LAUND. 
t]! For loss of d cf. GROIN. 

lawyer see LAW.' 
lax1 heks salmon. OE. l<ex (WS. leax) = 

LG. las, OHG. lahs (G. lachs), ON. (Sw., 
Da.) lax :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *laxs-, 
rei. to OPruss. lasasso, Lith. lasisa, Lett. 
lasis, Russ. los6s', Pol. los6s; cf. Tach. laks 
fish. t]! The OE. word appears to have died 
out, and the Scand. word, adopted in XIII, 
continued in local use till XVII ; the present 
currency is due to adoptions from the Con
tinent. 

lax2 heks (of the bowels) loose XIV; slack, 
not strict xv. - L. laxus loose; see SLACK1• 

So la·xATIVE relaxing. XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. 
or late (medical) L.la·xiTY. XVI. -F. or L. 

lay1 lei pt., pp. laid leid cause to lie. OE. 
leigan pt. legde, pp. gelegd = OFris. ledza, 
lega, leia, OS. leggian (Du. leggen), OHG. 
leckeu, legen (G. legen), ON. legja, Goth. 
(CGerm.) lagjan, f. *lag-, var. of *leg- LIE1• 

The normal repr. of OE. lecgan, rst pers. sg. 
pres. incl. leige, pl. leigap is seen in ME. 
Iegge and mod. dial. ledge lay (eggs); the 
standard form lay derives from znd and 3rd 
pers. sg. (OE.) legest, legep, in which Germ. 
*g was orig. followed by *i, which did not 
cause gemination of the consonant. 

lay• lei short poem of a kind intended to be 
sung. XIII. - (O)F. lai, carr. to Pr. lais, of 
unkn. origin. 

lay• lei not in clerical orders. XIV. - OF. lai 
(now rep!. by laique) :- ecclL. laicus- Gr. 
ltiik6s, f. laos the people. Hence lay·FOLK, 
lay·MAN. XV. 

lay• lei twager, stake; tlayer, stratum; 
(dial.) impost, tax XVI; line of business, plan 
of work xvm (Farquhar, Cibber). f. LAY1• 

layer lei·:u A. one who lays XIV; B. thick
ness of matter sprt>ad over a surface; C. 
shoot or twig pegged down to take root XVII. 
Several words appeared to have coalesced 
under one form, all ostensibly f. LAY1+-ER1; 
in sense B the earliest form is lear, which 
may be a var. of LAIR; sense C may be after 
synon. Du. afilegger. 

-LE 

layette leie·t clothes, etc., needed for a new
born child. XIX. F., dim. of OF. laie drawer, 
box - MDu. laege; see -ETTE. 

lay-FI"GURE jointed wooden model of the 
human figure used by artists. XVIII. f. lay 
as in synon. tlayMAN (xvn)- Du. Zeeman 
for *ledenman, f. led (now lid) limb, joint (cf. 
LIMB). 

laystall lei·st51 tburial-place; place where 
refuse and dung are laid. XVI. f. LAY1 + 
STALL1• 

lazar lei·za.r (arch.) poor or diseased person, 
esp.leper. XIV (lazre, laser).- (partly through 
OF. lasdre, mod. ladre) medL. lazarus, 
appellative use of Lazarus name of the beg
gar in the parable (Luke xvi zo), 'full of 
sores'- Heb. El'tiztir (Eleazar) 'God (my) 
help'; cf. F. ladre, Sp. ldzaro, It. Lazzaro. 
So la·zaret (xvu) and lazare·tto house to 
receive 'lazars' XVI (slightly earlier lazar 
house); building set apart for quarantine 
XVII. -F. lazaret, It. lazaretto. 

Lazarist he·za.rist one of the Congregation 
of Priests of the l\1ission, founded bv St. 
Vincent de Paul (r624) and established in 
the College of St-Lazare, Paris. XVIII. -F. 
Lazariste, f. Lazare Lazarus; see -rsT. 

lazy lei·zi averse to action or effort. XVI. 
Early forms laysie, lasie, laesy; perh. ofLDu. 
origin (cf. LG. lasich languid, idle). Hence, 
by back-formation, laze vb. XVI. 

-le1 I suffix of sbs., repr. OE. -el, as hlmdel 
LADLE (varying with -els in br'idel-s BRIDLE ; cf. 
RIDDLE), -la, -le (cf. HA::-<DLE), -ol (cf. CRADLE, 
SADDLE), and -l (cf. NEEDLE, SETTLE), and 
corr. to OFris. -le, OS., OHG. -il, -al, -la 
(LG., Du., G. -el), ON. -al, -ill, -ull, Goth. 
-ils, and rei. further to IE. *-(i)lo-, *-(u)lo-, 
*(e)lti, as in L. cingulus, -ula, -ulum girdle, 
sella (:- *sedlti) saddle, Gr. hellii seat, de
noting appliances or instruments, like the 
OE. antecedents of beetle (hammer), bridle, 
cmdle, girdle, hurdle, ladle, prickle, saddle, 
settle, shuttle, spittle (small spade), steeple, 
sticklelback, thimble, beside which there are 
a few names of animals and plants, as beetle, 
bramble, cockie, cuttlelfish, thistle (with which 
may be grouped darnel, weevil) ; cf. cripple. 
The dim. sense exemplified (e.g.) in Skr. 
vrsalds little or contemptible man, L. porcu
lus pigling (cf. Lith. parielis, G. ferkel), 
Goth. Attila 'Little Father'), was not found 
in OE. This suffix was not gen. productive, 
but some adoptions of words containing it 
were made from ON. and LG., as axlejtree, 
kettle, pickle, scuttle; later formations, such 
as bristle, cobble, noddle, nozzle, and dottle, 
are isolated and obscure; spittle (saliva) is 
a new formation of late-ME. date, the OE. 
form being spiitl. In fowl, reel, snail, stile, 
the I has ceased to be syllabic .. Cf. -CLE, 
-CULE, and -EL1. t]! In angle, battle, bottle, 
candle, castle, cattle, chronicle, manciple, 
muzzle, participle, periwinkle, syllable, uncle, 
etc., the ending is of other origin. 
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-LE 

-Ie• I suffix of adjs., repr. OE. -el, -ol, -ul, 
corr. to OFris. -ol, -el, OS., OHG. -al, -il, 
Goth. -ils, -uls, and rei. further to IE. *ulo-, 
"'-ilo-, as in L. (esp. with pejorative force) 
bibulus, credulus, garrulus, pendulus, querulus, 
tremulus (cf. Goth. sakuls quarrelsome, 
OHG. e:;:;al greedy, OE. sliipol sleepy, 
wacol vigilant), L. agilis,jacilis, similis simi
lar, humilis humble, Gr. homal6s smooth. 
Surviving words of OE. date are fickle, idle, 
little, mickle, nimble (with which evil may be 
grouped); brittle is of ME. date (XIV, Wycl.). 

-te• 1 suffix of verbs with frequent. or dim. 
force, repr. OE. -lian, corr. to OFris. -lia, 
OS., OHG. -lon (Du., G. -len), ON. -la 
:- CGerm. "'-lojan; surviving words of 
OE. date are handle, nestle, startle, tu•inkle, 
wrestle. There were many new formations 
in ME. and modEng., chiefly expressive of 
repeated action or movement, some being 
adopted from foreign sources, some being 
of native echoic or symbolic creation, e.g. 
babble, bubble, cackle, chuckle, crackle, dabble, 
dazzle, drizzle, gabble, giggle, hobble, mumble, 
niggle, paddle, scribble, shujfie, sparkle, tickle, 
tootle, topple, wriggle; red up!. forms are 
argle-bargle,fiddle-faddle, tittle-tattle, wiggle
waggle. Some show shortening of a stem 
vowel, as dwindle, prattle, waddle. Darkle, 
sidle, suckle are back-formations; cf. grovel. 

lea li tract of open ground, (hence) grass
land. OE. leah, lea, corr. to OHG. loh 
'Iucus' (MHG. low brushwood, scrub-land) 
:-Germ. *faux- :- IE. *louq-, repr. also by 
L. liicus grove, Lith. laiikas field, Skr. lokds 
open space; the basic meaning was pro b. 
'clearing', and developed from that ofLIGHT1

• 

lead1 led the heaviest of the base metals. 
OE. lead= OFris.lad, MLG.lod (Du.lood) 
lead, MHG. lot (G. lot) plummet, solder:
WGerm. "'lauda; ult. rei. to Ir. luaidhe, 
Gael. luaidh :- "'loudid. Hence lea·dEN3 

adj. OE. 

lead 2 lid take with one, conduct; carry on 
(now mainly with life as obj.); precede, be 
foremost(in) XIV (first in lead the dance). OE. 
lifdan = OFris. leda, OS.ledjan (Du. leiden), 
OHG. (G.) leiten, ON.leii'Ja :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) "'laii'Jjan, f. "'laii'Jo LOAD. Hence 
lead sb. XIII (first in northern use; later 
techn.; 'a low, despicable word' J.). lea·dER\ 
late OE. lifdere. 

leafl !if part of a plant; fold of paper. OE. 
leaf, corr. to OFris. ldj, OS. lof (Du. loof), 
OHG. loup (G. laub), ON. lauj, Goth. laufs 
:- CGerm. *lauoaz, -am, of which there are 
no certain cognates. 

leaf2 see LEAVE1 • 

league1 lig distance of three miles. XIV. 
The earliest forms show two types, leuge 
and leghe, the first - late L. leuca, leuga, 
late Gr. leuge (of Gaulish origin), the second 
- the derived Pr. lega = (O)F. lieue, Sp. 

LEAP 

legua, It. leg a; the second type has survived. 
Forms such as tleuke, tleeke, tleaque, reflect 
late L. leuca (Jerome), Gr. leuke. 

league 2 lig covenant for mutual assistance. 
xv. Early forms (ligg, ligue, leag(u)e, lege) 
(i) show deriv. partly from F. ligue- It. liga, 
latinized form of !ega, f. Iegare bind :- L. 
ligtire (cf. LIE:s-); (ii) partly immed. from It. 
lega. Hence as vb. XVII (Cotgr.). lea·guer1 

member of a league. XVI; see -ER1• 

leaguer• li·g;:,;r (arch.) military camp; siege. 
XVI. - Du. Zeger camp, corr. to OE. Zeger 
LAIR ; cf. BELEAGUER. 

leak lik hole in a vessel containing or im
mersed in fluid. xv. So leak vb. pass away 
by a leak xv; allow the passage of fluid 
through a leak xvr. t leak adj. leaky. XVI. 
pro b. all of LG. or Du. origin; cf. MDu. 
lek, lek- sb. and adj., leken vb. let water 
through, corr. to OE. lee (usu. hlec) adj., 
OHG. lechen wk. vb., G. dial. lech adj., 
MHG., G. dial. lechen crack, become leaky, 
ON. leki sb., lekr adj., leka vb.; f. Germ. 
"'lek-, var. of *lak- LACK. 

leal 1il (now Sc.) loyal, faithful, true. XIII 
(Cursor M.). -AN. leal, OF. leel, of which 
the var. leial became loial LOYAL. 

lean1 lin wanting in flesh. OE. hlifne :
Germ. *xlainjaz, perh. rei. to Lith. klynas 
scrap, fragment, Lett. kleins feeble. 

lean• lin recline; incline. ME. lenen :- OE. 
hleonian, hlinian, corr. to OFris. lena, OS. 
hlinon (Du. leunen), OHG. (h)linen (G. 
lehnen), f. Germ. "'xll- :-IE. "'kll- (cf. Gr. 
kl£rnax ladder, CLIMAX, L. clivus declivity, 
Skr. fTi lean), with -11- formative as in Gr. 
klinein bend, L. inc/intire INCLINE. Cf. LAw 2• 

leap1 lip trun, rush; rise suddenly with 
both or all four feet to alight in another posi
tion. OE. hleapan, pt. hleop, hlupon, pp. 
-lzleapen = OFris. (h)ltipa, OS. -hlopan (Du. 
loopen), OHG. loufan, earlier hlauffan (G. 
/aufen run), ON. hlaupa (whence Sc. LOUP), 
Goth. -hlaupan :- CGerm. "'xlaupan, with
out cogns. elsewhere. comp. lea·p-FROG 
game in which one person leaps over an
other whose crouching position suggests the 
attitude of a frog. XVI (Sh.). So leap sb. 
OE. "'hliep, hlyp (whence ME. liipe) :
"'xlaupiz; cf. OFris. hlep, Du. loop, OHG. 
hlouj (G. /auf), ON. h/aup. lea·p-YEAR 
year having one day (29 February) more 
than the common year. XIV (Trevisa; pro b. 
much earlier than it is recorded, since ON. 
hlaupjdr is presumably, like other terms of 
the calendar, modelled on Eng.). The term 
prob. refers to the fact that in the bissextile 
year any fixed festival falls on the next week
day but one to that on which it fell in the 
preceding year; cf. medL. saltus lunm 'leap 
of the moon', subtraction of a day from the 
lunar month at the end of a 19-year cycle. 

leap2 lip (dial.) basket. OE. leap = MLG. 
lop, ON. laupr, of unkn. origin. 
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LEARN 

learn lii.m pt., pp. learnt A. acquire know
ledge OE. ; B. impart knowledge to, teach 
(now dial. or vulgar) XIII (Cursor M.). OE. 
leornian = OFris. lernia, lirnia, OS. linon 
(:- *liznon), OHG.lenzen, lirnen (G. lernen) 
:-WGerm. *liznojan, *liznejan, f. *lis-, weak 
grade of *lais- (see LORE\ LAST1). Hence 
learnED1 l::i·mid deeply read, erudite. XVI; 
in absol. use, after L. doctus (pp. of docere 
teach); succeeding to the sense '(well) in
structed', const. in, to/; preceded by ME., 
late OE. lered, pp. of leran teach. 

lease1 lis conveyance of property by con
tract; the contract itself; term for which the 
contract is made. xv. - AN.les = OF. lais, 
leis, f. spec. use of lesser, laissier (mod. 
laisser) let, leave(:- L. laxiire, f. laxus loose, 
LAX), whence lease vb. grant by a lease, let 
on lease, XVI. Cf. LESSEE. 

lease• liz (dial.) glean. OE. lesan (pt. Ires) 
= OFris. lesa read, OS., OHG. lesan (Du. 
lezen, G.lesen gather, read), ON.lesa, Goth. 
(ga )lis an gather, 

leash liJ thong or line with which dogs are 
held. XIII. -OF. !esse, (also mod.) laisse, f. 
spec. use of laisser let (a dog) run on a slack 
lead; see LEASE1• g The development of F. 
s to Eng. J is paralleled in crush, cushion, 
frush (F. froisser). 

leasing li·ziiJ (arch., dial.) lying, falsehood. 
OE. leasung, f. leasian tell lies, f. leas false, 
untrue (corr. to OFris. las free, OS., OHG. 
los, Du., G.los, ON.lauss, Goth.laus empty, 
vain; see LOSE, -LESS, LOOSE). 

leasow li·sou, le·z;~ (dial.) pasture, meadow
land. OE. lii!swe, obi. form of lii!s :- Germ. 
*lii!swi5, perh. f. base of LET\ as if 'land let 
alone' (i.e. untilled). The OE. lii!s, obi. lii!se 
have given dial. lease pasture, common. 

least li~t little beyond all others. OE. lii!st, 
contr. of lii!sest :- *laisistaz, f. *laisiz LESS; 
see -EST. Hence lea·stWAYS, -WISE. 

leat lit open watercourse. OE., in wretergelii!t 
water channel ; f. base of lii!tan LET1• 

leather le·i\;~J skin prepared for use by tan
ning; strap, thong OE.; skin XIV. OE. leper 
(only in comps.) = OFris. [ether, OS. leoar 
(Du. leer), OHG. ledar (G. Ieder), ON. lear 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *le]>ram :-IE. 
*letrom, whence also Oir. lethar, W. lledr, 
Breton Zer. Hence lea·thern, OE. le]>eren 
(see -EN3

); the earlier OE. form was liperen, 
liprin = OS. Zitharin, OHG. Zidrin. 

leave1 liv permission. OE. leaf= OHG. 
*louba (MHG. loube, G. tlaube) :- WGerm. 
*lauoa, whence *lauojan permit (OE. liefan, 
etc.). The form leave repr. the OE. obi. 
forms in which the word was esp. frequent 
(biitan leafe without leave, be his leafe with 
his permission, leafe sellan give leave); the 
nom. survives dial. in leaf, the form used by 
sailors and private soldiers. The etymol. 
meaning is pro b. 'pleasure, approval', and 
the base that of LOVE, LIEF, BELIEVE, FUR
LOUGH, 

LEDGER 

leave• liv A. have as remainder, cause or 
allow to remain; B. depart (from). OE.lrefan 
= OFris. leva, OS. -lebian (in farleoid left 
over), OHG. leiban (cf. OHG. biliban, G. 
bleiben remain), ON. Leija, Goth. -laibjan 
(in bilaibjan remain behind) :- CGerm. 
*laiojan remain, continue, f. *laioo remain
der (OE. liif remainder, ON. leif heritage, 
etc., dial. lave), of which the vars. *lib
appear in LIFE, LIVE1• Referred to an IE. 
base *'loip- *'leip- *'lip- stick, adhere, repr. 
by Gr. lipares persevering, importunate, 
lipos grease, Lith. Ztpti, OS!. lipeti adhere, 
Skr. Zip-, rip- smear, adhere to. 

leaven le·vn substance added to dough to 
produce fermentation. XIV. ME. levain 
- (O)F. levain = Pr. levam :-Gallo-Rom. 
use of L. leviimen lit. 'means of raising', only 
in sense 'alleviation, relief', f.levare lighten, 
relieve, raise (cf. LEVITY). Hence vb. xv. 

lecher le·tJ;~.r grossly unchaste man. xn. 
-OF. lichiere (nom.), lecheor, -ur (ace.), f. 
lechier live in debauchery or gluttony (mod. 
lecher lick) = Pr. lecar, It. leccare- Frank. 
* likki5n :- Germ. * likkojan LICK. So le·cher
ous. XIV (R. Mannyng). -OF. lecheros. 
le·chERY. xm. -OF. lecherie. 

lectern le·kt;~.rn reading- or singing-desk in 
church. XIV. ME. lettorne, let(t)ron- OF. 
lettrun, leitrun - medL. lectrinum, f. lectrum, 
f. L. Iegere read (see next), as mulctmm milk
ing-pail, f. mulgere milk. The present form 
goes back to lectron, lectorn (xv), which are 
due to assim. to medL. 

lection le·kJ;~n reading; liturgical lesson. 
XVI. - L. Zectio(n-), f. feet-, pp. stem of 
Iegere read, orig. gather, choose, rei. to Gr. 
legein collect, say; see -TION. So lectURE 
le·ktJ;~.r treadingxiv; discourse XVI. -(O)F. 
lecture or medL. lectiira. Hence le·cture
SHIP. XVII; orig. office of one appointed to 
give a series of discourses, e.g. in a church, 
(later) in a college; rep!. (xx) in some uni
versities by the paristic form le·ctlll·ership (f. 
le·cturER1 xvi). g From the IE. base *leg
"' log- are derived collect, elect, select (with 
corr. sbs. in -tion and -tor), neglect; intellect; 
eligible, intelligible, negligible; intelligent, 
negligent ; prelection, -tor; elegant ; legend; 
legion; delight; lexicon; logic, logos, logistics; 
catalogue, eclogue, epilogue, prologue; syllog
ism; logo-, -Iogue, -logy. 

ledge led3 transverse bar or strip XIV ; nar
row projecting shelf XVI. poss. f. ME. Iegge 
le·d3;~ LAY1 ; cf. MHG. Iegge layer, edge. 

ledger le·d3;~.r A. sb. tbook lying perma
nently in one place xv; principal one of a 
set of commercial books; horizontal timber, 
flat slab XVI. B. resident ambassador XVI ; 
adj. tresident, stationary; (mus.) ledger line 
separate short line above or below the stave 
XVII. Early forms legger, lidger, ligger, corr. 
in sense to Du. legger, ligger (f. leggen LAY\ 
liggen LIE1) on which the Eng. forms were 
prob. modelled with phonetic accommoda
tion to ME. Iegge Jeod3;~ LAY\ ligge li·d3a 
LIE1 ; see -ER1, 
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LEE 

lee1 li protection, shelter OE. ; sheltered 
side XIV. OE. lzleo, hleow- = OFris. hli, hly, 
OS. hleo m., hlea fern., ON. hie :- Germ. 
"'xlew- (whence *xlewj- in ON. hly), not 
known outside Germ. The naut. sense was 
mainlv from 0~. The var. lew from OE. 
hleow~ (cf. LUKEWARM) survives locally. 
Hence leewARD ll·w;JJd, Jiu·;lld (on) the side 
turned away from the wind. XVI. 

lee 2 li, usu. coli. pl. lees liz sediment, dregs. 
XIV (Ch., Gower). - OF. lie = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
lia, medL. pl. lire (x), - Gaulish *liga or 
*~ligja (cf. Olr. lige). 

leech1 litf (arch.) physician. OE. lfPce :~ 
OFris. letza, leischa, OS. !tiki, OHG. ltihhi, 
OSw. liikir, Goth. lekeis :- CGenn. *lrekjaz 
:-IE. *legios (cf. Ir. liaigh). 

leech' !Itf blood-sucking worm, OE. l:i!ie, 
Kentish lyce, MDu. lake lieke !eke; orig. a 
distinct word from prec. but assim. to it. 

leech3 litJ (naut.) vertical or sloping side of 
a sail. XIV lich(e) (Sandahl), xv (leche, lyche, 
Sc. lek). Obscurely connected with ON. 
(naut.) lik (cf. Sw. lik, Da. Zig bolt rope). 

leek lik herb allied to the onion, OE. leac, 
corr. to MDu. looc (Du. look), OHG. louh 
(G. lauch), ON. laukr :-Germ. *laukaz, 
*-am (whence Finnish laukka, OS!. luku), 
of which no cogns. are known outside Germ. 

leer1 li;JJ look askance (now only with a sly 
or malign expression). XVI. Early leare, 
le(e)re, puss. f. leer sb. cheek (OE. hleor = 
OS. hleor, etc., ON. hlyr pl.), as if 'to look 
over the cheek'. Hence leer sb. XVI (Sh.). 

leer• li;JJ (dial.) empty. OE. *l:i!re (as in 
l:i!rnes emptiness) = OS., OHG. ltiri (Du. 
laar, G. leer) :- WGerm. *ltiri, of unkn. 
origin. 

leet1 lit court of record held by lords of cer
tain manors. xv (lete, Promp. Parv.). -AN. 
lete, AL. leta (xi), of unkn. origin. tJ: OE. 
[rep administrative district of Kent, which 
has been proposed as the source, is too re
mote in sense. 

leet 2 lit (mainly Sc.) list of persons eligible 
or selected for an office. xv (lite,lytte, lythe). 
Of obscure origin, but prob. -A~.. OF. 
lit(t)e, var. of liste LIST1 • 

leetle li·tl alt. of LITTLE expressive of dimi
nutiveness. XVII. 

left left side opposite to the right. XIII. 
ME. lzift, ltjt, left :- OE. *lyft (as in lyftadl 
'left-disease' ,paralysis), Kentish left 'inanis'; 
the primary sense of 'weak, worthless' is 
found in EFris. luj, Du. dial. loof, and the 
derived sense in MDu., LG. luchter, lucllt, 
luft, NFris. leeft, leefter; the ult. origin is 
unknown. (j[ This is one of the words (cf. 
MERRY) in which a south-eastern (Kentish) 
form has established itself in gen. English. 

leg leg bodily organ of support and locomo
tion. XIII (La;J.). - ON.leggr (also in comps. 
limb, viz. armleggr, handleggr ann, lrerleggr, 

LEGITIMATE 

j6tleggr leg; cf. Ice!. uphandleggr upper arm, 
framhandleggr forearm) :- "'lagjaz (cf. Lom
bardic lagi thigh), of which there are no 
certain cogns. elsewhere. Superseded SHANK. 

legacy le·g;Jsi tlegateship XIV; bequest xv. 
- OF. legacie = Sp. legacia- medL. legatia 
legateship, f. legiitus LEGATE. In the second 
and current sense repr. AL. legantia (XIII), 
f. Iegare (see LEGATE). 

legal li·g;~l pert. to or based upon law. XVI. 
- (O)F. legal or L. legalis, f. leg-, lex law 
(an Italic and Indo-Iran. word); see -AL1 

and cf. LEAL, LOYAL. So legALITY XV. -F. or 
medL. 

legate le·g;~t ecclesiastic deputed to repre
sent the Pope XII (Peterborough Chron.); 
ambassador, delegate XIV. - (O)F. leg at- L. 
leg titus, sb. use of pp. of legare depute, dele
gate; see -ATE1• So legATION ligei·J;Jn. xv. 
- (O)F. or L. 

legatee leg;~ti· person to whom a legacy is 
bequeathed. XVII. f. legate bequeath (XVI), 
f. pp. of L. legare; see prec., -ATE3, -EE. 

legato legii·tou (mus.) smooth and con
nected. XIX. It., pp. of Iegare :- L. ligare 
bind (cf. LIGATURE). 

legend le·d3;Jnd A. story of a saint's life or 
collection of these XIV; book of liturgical 
lessons xv; non-historical story; B. inscrip
tion, motto xvn. - (O)F. Iegende = Sp. 
leyenda, It. leggenda- medL. legenda, prop. 
'things to be read', n.pl. of gerundive of 
Iegere read (see LECTION), taken as fern. sg. 
For the formation cf. PREBEND. So le·gend
ARY. XVI. - medL. legendarius (sb. -ium). 

legerdemain le-d3;JJd;Jmein sleight of 
hand xv (Lydg.); trickery XVI. -F. leger de 
main, i.e. Leger (:-Rom. "'le·viariu-s, f. levis 
light), de of, main hand. 

leghorn legh5·.m kind of straw plaiting; 
breed of fowls. XIX. f. place-name Leghorn 
(Italy)- It. tLegorno, now Livorno, repr. L. 
Libumus. 

legible le·d3ibl that can be read, i.e. deci
phered. XIV. -late L.legibilis, f. Iegere read; 
see LECTION, -IBLE. legibi·hTY. XVII. 

legion li·d3;Jn body of infantry in the 
ancient Roman army; vast host. XIII (La3.). 
- OF.legiun, -ion (mod. Legion) - L.legio(n-), 
f. Iegere choose, levy (see LECTION). 

legislator le·d3isleit;JJ one who makes 
laws. XVII. - L. legis lator, i.e. legis g. of lex 
law, lator proposer, n10ver, agent-noun f. 
latus :- *tlatus, pp. of tollere raise; after phr. 
legemferre propose a law. So legisLA'TION. 
XVII. -late L. legis latio. Hence le·gislATIVE. 
XVII. le·gislatuRE. XVII; after JUDICATURE. 

legitimate lid3i·tim;~t lawfully begotten 
xv; lawful, regular xvn. - medL. legiti
matiis, pp. of legitimare declare to be lawful, 
legitimize, f. L. legitimus, f. leg-, lex law. So 
legi·timate -eit vb. XVI. legitimA·TION. 
xv. - medL. See -ATE', -ATE3

• legi·timiST. 
XIX, - F. (political party). legi·timiZE. XIX, 
f. L. adj. Cf. LEGAL. 

[522] 



LEGUMINOUS 

leguminous legju·min;}S pert. to pulse; of 
the pea and bean family (Leguminosre). 
XVII. - modL. legiiminosus, f. L. legumin-, 
-umen pulse, bean (whence, through F., 
legume le·gjiim beans, peas, etc. XVII; pod 
of Leguminosre XVIII); see -ous. 

leisure le-3;}1, li·3a.I tfreedom or opportu
nity; freedom from occupation, free time. 
XIV. ME. leisour, -er- AN. leisour, OF 
leisir (mod. loisir) = Pr. lezer leisure, Cat. 
lleer permission, Pg. lazer leisure, oppor
tunity; Rom. sb. use of L. licere be per
mitted (see LICENCE). Cf. PLEASURE. 

Ieman Ie•m;)n (arch.) lover, sweetheart; 
illicit lover, paramour. XIII. ME. leofman, 
lefman, lemman, f. leof, lef LIEF+MAN. 

lemma Ie·ma, pl. lemmata, lemmas (math.) 
subsidiary proposition xvr; heading, title, 
theme XVII. - L.- Gr. lemma, pl. li.immata 
something taken for granted or assumed, 
theme, argument, title, f. "'lab-, base of 
lambdnein take. 

lemming le·mil) small arctic rodent. xvn. 
- Norw. lemming, rei. to Sw. lemmel, tlemb 
(pl. lemmar), :Norw. lemende. 

lemon1 le·m;}n pale-yellow ovate acid fruit, 
Citrus Limon urn. XIV. ME. lymon- (O)F. 
limon (now restricted to the lime), carr. to 
Sp. limon, Pg. limao, It. limone, medL. 
limo(n-); f. Arab. llma 11 , coil. llm fruits of 
the citron kind (see LIME 2). So lemonA-DE. 
XVII. -F. limonade. 

lemon' le·m;}n in lemon dab, lemon sole 
certain species of plaice or flounder. XIX. 
- F. limande (XIII; beside lime; cf. It. lima, 
limanda), of unkn. origin. 

lemur li·m;u Malagasy nocturnal mammal 
allied to the monkey. XVIII. - modL. lemur 
(Linnreus), deduced from L. pl. lemures 
shades of the departed ; so named because 
of the spectre-like suggestion of the face. 

lend lend grant the temporary possession 
of; grant, bestow. xv. Late l'vlE. lende, 
superseding lene(n) :- OE. Iaman, carr. (with 
difference of conjugation) to OFris. lena, 
lenia, Du. leenen, OHG. lehanon (G. lelmen 
enfeoff); f. LOAN. The substitution of lend
for len-, which became established in xv, 
arose from the fact that the pt. lende and pp. 
lent of lene, by assoc. with the conjugation 
of bend, send, wend, suggested an inf. lende. 

length lel)(k)j:> quality of being long OE. ; 
long stretch. XVI. OE. lengjnt (rare, the 
usual word being lengu, lenge, which sur
vived till XVII) = Du. lengte, ON. lengd :
Germ. "'laygipo, f. "'laygaz LONG1 ; see -TII1• 

Hence le·ngthEN5 XVI ; superseding tlength 
vb. XIII (Cursor M.). le·ngthY1• XVII 
(c. 1690, N. Amer.). 

lenient li·ni;mt softening, relaxing XVII; in
disposed to severity XVIII. - L. lenient-, -ens, 
prp. of len'ire soothe, f. Ienis soft, mild; see 
-ENT. Hence le·niENcY. xvm (Mme D'Ar
blay). leniTY le·niti. XVI. -OF.- L. 

LRPRR 
lenition lini"f;}n (philo!.) smoothing or 

softening of a sound. xrx. f. L. Ienis; see 
prec., -ITION. 

leno li·nou cotton gauze. XIX. prob. -F. 
lin on lin5, f. lin :- L. linum ; see LINEN. 

lens lenz piece of glass, etc., with two 
curved surfaces or one straight and one 
curved. XVII (Halley). - L. lens LENTIL: so 
called on account of its shape; F. lentille is 
used in the same way. 

Lent lent tspring; period from Ash Wednes
day to Easter Eve. XIII. Shortened form of 
ME. lenten, OE. lencten = MDu. lentin, 
OHG. lengizin, lenzin :- WGerm. "'laygi
tinaz, either f. "'laygita-, -ton- (whence 
MDu., Du. lenta, OHG. langiz, languz, also 
Ienzo, G. lenz) with suffix -ina-, or f. "'laygaz 
LONG1 + •tina- of Goth. sinteins daily, rei. to 
Skr. dina, OS!. dini, Lith. diena day; the ult. 
deriv. from LONG 1 is undoubted and may 
have reference to the lengthening of the day 
in spring; the eccl. sense of the word is 
peculiar to Eng. Lenten survives in attrib. 
use and is apprehended as an adj. in -EN3

• 

lenticular lenti·kul;}.r lens- or lentil-shaped. 
XVII. - L. lenticuliiris, f. lenticula; see next 
and -AR. 

lentil le·ntil seed of a leguminous plant, 
Ervum lens, Lens esculenta. XIII. - (O)F. 
lentille :- Rom. •lenticula, for L. lenticula 
(whence Sp. lenteja, It. lenticchia), dim. of 
lens, lent- lentil. 

lentisk le-ntisk mastic tree. xv. - L. len
tiscus, prob. of alien origin. 

leonid li·;mid (astron.) one of a group of 
meteors which appear to radiate from Leo. 
XIX. f. L. leon- LION+·ID 2

• 

leonine1 lhmain lion-like, pert. to a lion. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. Ieoniu, -ine or L. leoni
nus, -ina, f. leon- LION; see -INE1• Identical 
in form and ult. in origin is le·onine2 in 
leonine verse, Latin verse in which the final 
word of the line rhymes with that imme
diately preceding the cresural pause, from 
a medieval poet Leo or Leonius. 

leopard le·p;}.rd large carnivorous quadru
ped, Felis panthera. XIII. ME. leopard, leu
pard, lubard, lebard- OF. leopard, leupard, 
lebard (mod. Leopard) - late L. leopardus 
-late Gr. le6pardos, also leont6pardos, f. 
leonto-, leon LioN+pdrdos PARD; so named 
because supposed to be a hybrid between 
lion and 'pard'. 

leper le·p;u leprous person. XIV (Trevisa, 
Wycl. Bible). prob. arising from attrib. use 
of tleper (xm) leprosy-(O)F.lepre-late L. 
lepra, cl.lepr:e (Pliny)- Gr. leprii, sb. use of 
fern. of lepr6s scaly, f." tepos, lepfs scale. The 
ending -er would confirm the tendency· to 
apprehend the word as a personal designa
tion. So le·prous. XIII (AncrR.). - OF. 
lepro(u)s -late L.lepr6sus. Hence le·prosy3, 

XVI; rep!. tlepry (xv). 
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LEPIDOPTERA 

lepi~optera lepido·pt;Jr;J order of insects 
characterized by scale-covered wings. XVIII. 
modL. (Linnreus), f. Gr. lepido-, lepis scale 
+pter6n wing (cf. FEATHER); see -A 2• 

leporine le·p;1rain hare-like. XVII. - L. 
leporinus, f. lepor-, lepus hare; see -INE1

• 

leprech:aun lepr;Jx5·n in Ir. folk-lore, a pyg
my spnte. XVII (lubrican), XIX (lepre(c)haun). 
- Ir. lupracdn, leipracdn, lioprachdn, in Mlr. 
luchrupdn, Olr. luchorpdn, f.lu small + corp 
body (- L. corpus; see CORPORAL). 

lepto- le·pto(u) comb. form of Gr. leptds 
fi?e~ small, thin, delicate (prop. ppl. adj. of 
lepetn scale, peel, rei. to lepis shell, scale), in 
many bot. and zoo!. terms. 

Lesbian le·zbi;m pert. to unnatural sexual 
relations between women; also sb. XIX. 
L. Lesbius, f. Lesbos birthplace of Sappho 
(cf. SAPPHISM)+-IAN. 

lese-majesty llzmre·d3isti treason. xv. 
- F. lese-majeste - L. la:sa majestas hurt or 
violated majesty, i.e. ofthe sovereign people· 
Zre:c;, pp. of la:dere injure (see next): 
maJestas MAJESTY. 

le~i~n li·3;1n damage, injury. XV. - (O)F. 
leszon - L. la:sio(n-), f. Ires-, la:dere injure, 
hurt; see -SION. 

le~s _Jes of not so great size or extent; func
tl_?nmg as cm;npar. of little (cf. LEAST). OE. 
lressa = OFrrs. lessa :-Germ. *laisizo f 
*'laisiz (whence OE. lies = OFris. les adv.); 
compar. formation on *laisa- :-IE. *loiso
(cf. Gr. lofsthos last). Hence le·ssEN5 vb. 
XIV, le·sSER3 ; double compar. 

-less les orig. an adj. rei. to LEASING LOOSE 
LOSE, 9E. leas d~~oid (of), free '(from): 
govemmg the gemtrve, e.g. firena leas free 
from _crimes, but more freq. the second el. 
of adJ. compounds, the first el. being a sb. 
e.g. wifieas without a wife. In some in~ 
stances the sb. is a noun of action coincident 
in form with the related vb., and some of 
the adjs. so formed have the sense 'not to 
be -ed', 'un-able', e.g. countless, number
less. On the supposed analogy of these -less 
has been appended (from late XVI) to many 
verbs, e.g. dauntless, fadeless, tireless. 

lessee lesi· tenant under a lease. xv. -AN. 
lessee, OF. !esse, pp. of lesser (mod. laisser 
leave, let); see LEASE1

• So lesso·R1
• xv. 

-AN. lesso(u)r. 

LEITER 

pt. let, leort, pp. gelieten = OFris. leta, OS. 
latan (Du. Iaten), OHG. la;;an (G. lassen), 
ON. ldta, Goth. letan (pt. lailot); CGerm. 
(orig. reduplicating) vb., f. *liet- (:-*led-), 
rei. to */at- LATE:- *lad-, repr. by L. lassus 
weary(:- */adtos); cf. ALAS, LASSITUDE. The 
primary sense was prob. 'let go through 
w~ariness', as in the Rom. synon. (e.g. F. 
latSSer; see LEASE). The strong pp. (still dial. 
[etten) began to be superseded by let in XIV. 

let2 let (arch.) hinder, prevent. OE. lettan 
= OFris. [etta, OS. lettian (Du. /etten), 
OHG. le;;;;en, ON. letja, Goth. latjan (intr. 
delay) :- CGerm. *latjan, f. *lata- slow, 
LATE. Hence let sb. hindrance. XII. 

-let, let suffix used since XVI, but not freq. till 
xvm, to form diminutives ; presumably de
duced from bracelet, crosslet, and the like, 
which have the appearance of being f. brace, 
cross, but which are actually from F. words 
formed by the addition of -ette ( -ET) to sbs. 
ending in -el (- L. -ellum or -ale), or from 
tartlet, which is - F. tartelette, dim. of tarte 
TART, through the by-form tartre, whence 
*tarterette, and by dissimilation tartelette. 

Armlet, neck/et, wristlet, denoting orna
ments for parts of the body, were perh. first 
suggested by a false analysis of frontlet, and 
furthered by the common bracelet. 

letch letS craving, longing. xvm. poss. f. 
by-form of (dial.) latch seize, catch hold of 
(OE. la:ccan), but the transference of mean
ing is not clear. 

lethal li·jJ;Jl deadly, mortal. xvn. - L. 
letha/is, ~- lethum, _var. of letum death, by 
assoc. wrth Gr. lethe oblivion, used as a 
proper name in L. (whence Lethe li·]Ji XVI) 
for a river in Hades, the water of which, 
when drunk, produced oblivion of the past; 
see -AL1 • 

lethargy le·jJ;JJd3i morbid drowsiness; 
torpor, apathy. XIV (Ch., Wyclif, Trevisa). 
Earliest form litargie- OF. litargie (mod. 
!eth-) - late L. lethargia (medL. litargia, 
after medGr. pronunc.)- Gr. lethargia, f. 
lethargos forgetful, f. *leth- (cf. prec.), var. 
of *lath- in lanthdnein escape notice lanthd
nesthai forget, prob. rei. to L. later~ be hid 
(see LATE.:-n). lethargic lepii·Jd3ik. XIV 
(Trevisa; rare before XVI). - L.- Gr. 

Lett . let m_ember of a people inhabiting 
Baltic provmces. XIX. -G. Lette- native 
name Latvi. Hence Le·ttrc (i) Lettish 
(ii) in wider use applied to the Baltic langs: 
Le·ttiSH1 IE. language of the Baltic group · 
after G. lettisch. ' 

lesso~ le:s(;J)n po~tion of sacred scripture 
read m ?rvme service; portion of a book to 
be studred ; portion or period of teaching 
XIII (Anc;_R.); tlecture XIV. - (O)F. lefon 
:- L. lect,onem LECTION. 

lest lest (so) that .• not. OE. py lies pe letter le·t;JJ alphabetic character· epistle· 
'whereby less that' (py instr. case of th~ pl. literature, learning. XIII. - (O)F. lettr; 
demons. and relative pron., lies LESS pe :- L. littera (which took over the senses of 
relative particle; see THE2), late OE. pe [teste, Gr. grdmma, pl. grdmmata; see GRAMMAR) 
whence ME. lest(e), by aphesis of the first letter of the alphabet, pl. epistle, written 
word. of the phr.; cf. for the meaning L. document, literature, culture also litera 
quommus 'whereby less', lest. var.leitera (by false assoc. with hnere smear): 

1 
perh. ult. - Gr. diphtherai writing tablets. 

et1 let !leave behind or undone, omit; put So letterED1 le·t;JJd learned, educated. 
out to hrre or rent; allow, cause. OE. lietan, XIV; after (O)F. lettre, L. litteratus. 
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LETTUCE 

lettuce le·tis plant of the genus Lactuca. 
XIII. ME. letus(e), obscurely rei. to OF. 
laitue (mod. laitue) = It. lattuga :- L. la
ctiica, f. [act-, lac milk, so called with ref. to 
the milky juice of the plant. 

leuco- Iiu:kou before a vowelleuc-, comb. 
form of Gr. leuk6s white (see LIGHT1). XVII. 

levant livre·nt decamp, steal away, bolt; 
esp. of an absconding debtor. XVIII. perh. f. 
levant in sl. phr. come the l., run or throw a l., 
make a bet with the intention of absconding 
if it is lost, ult. based on Levant, as in the F. 
phr. jaire voile en Levant, 'to bee stolne, 
filched or purloyned away' (Cotgr.). But 
cf. Sp. levantarse con algo seize something. 

Levant livre·nt tthe East ; eastern part of 
the Mediterranean. xv. -F. levant, sb. use 
('point where the sun rises') of prp. of lever 
rise (see LEVY). So Leva·ntiNE1• xvn; 
after F. 

levator livei-t5.I (anat.) muscle that raises. 
xvn. -late L., agent-noun of L. leviire (see 
LEVY, -ATOR). 

levee le·vi, le·vei reception of visitors on 
rising from bed xvn ; assembly held by a 
sovereign, etc., esp. in the early afternoon 
XVIII. - F. !eve, var. of lever rising, sb. use 
of lever (inf.) raise, (ref!.) rise :- L. [eviire 
lift; see LEVY, -EE. 

level le·v::>l instrument to indicate a line 
parallel to the horizon XIV; tlevel condition 
xv; position marked by a horizontal line 
XVI ; social, etc., plane; level surface XVII. 
ME. level, livel -OF. live[, later nivel 
(mod. 11ivtau) = Pr. live[, nivel, Sp. nivel, 
Pg. livel, nivel, It. nivello :- Rom. '*libellum, 
for L. libella, dim. of libra balance, scales 
(cf. LITRE). Hence adj. XVI, vb. XV, 

lever li·v::>.r bar serving to dislodge a heavy 
object. XIII. -AN. lever, (O)F. levier, 
alteration of OF. leveor by substitution of 
suffix (-iiriu- for -oriu-), f. lever raise (see 
LEVY); ME. had Ievere and levour. 

leveret le·varit young hare. xv. -AN. [eve
ret, dim. of levre, (O)F. lievre :- L. leporem, 
lepus hare (of alien origin); see -ET. 

leviathan livai·ap:m large aquatic animal 
in the Bible; tSatan XIV (Wycl. Bible); used 
by Hobbes for the commonwealth 165I. 
- L. (Vulg.) leviathan- Heb. livyiithiin. 

levigate le·vigeit make smooth. XVII. -f. 
pp. stem of L. levigiire, f. levis smooth ( cf. 
Gr. lefos)+-ig-, var. of base of agere do, 
make; see ACT and -ATE3• So levigA'TION. 
XV. -L. 

levin le·vin lightning. XIII ('Genesis & 
Exodus'). ME. leuen(e), first in Scandina
vianized areas; pro b. of ON. origin, and 
perh. based on OSw. liughnlelder (Sw. 
ljungjeld, Da. lygnjild) lightning flash, f. 
'*leux- (see LIGHT1). 

levirate li·vireit custom by which a brother 
of a deceased man marries his widow. XVIII. 
f. L.leuir brother-in-law (corr. to OE. tiicor, 

LIANE 

OSI. deverl, Homeric Gr. diilr, Skr. deviir-) 
+-ATE1 • 

levitate le·viteit rise or cause to rise by 
reason of lightness. XVII (Marvell). f. L. 
levis light (see LEVITY) after GRAVITATE. So 
levitA·TION. XVII (More). 

Levite li·vait descendant of Levi; assistant 
to a priest XIII (Cursor M.); fdeacon XIV 
(PP!.); t clergyman XVII. - ChrL. levita, 
levites- Gr. leuttes, f. Leui- He b. Levi. So 
levi·tiCAL. XVI (Coverdale). f. late L. (Vulg.) 
leviticus - Gr. (LXX) leuitik6s. 

levity le·viti lightness (physical, mental, or 
moral). XVI. - L. levitiis, f. levis light, rei. 
to Gr. elakhus short, OS!. ligukll light; see 
-ITY. 

levy le·vi action of raising money, an army, 
etc. xv (leve(e), Ievie). - (O)F. levee, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of lever :- L. leviire raise, f. levis 
light (see prec. and -Y5). Hence levy vb. 
raise (money, taxes, etc.) XIV; raise (an 
army); make, start (war) xv. 

lew liu see LEE1• 

lewd ljud tlay, not clerical OE.; unlearned 
xm; tlow, vulgar; tignorant; till-condi
tioned; lascivious, unchaste XIV. OE. 
lrewede, of unkn. origin ; connexion with 
L. liiicus LAY3 has been suggested. 

lewis liu·is iron contrivance for rai~ing 
blocks of stone. XVIII. perh. f. the name 
Lewis. Also called lewisson, lewising (xix). 

lewisite Iiu·isait vesicant oily fluid. 1937. 
f. name of the inventor, W. J. Lewis+ -ITE. 

lexical le·ksikal pert. to the words of a 
language ; of the nature of a lexicon. XIX. 
f. Gr. lexik6s and lexik6n; see next and -AL1 , 

lexicon le·ksikon word-book, dictionary. 
XVII. - modL. -Gr. lexik6n, n.sg. (sc. 
biblion book, BIBLE) of lexik6s pert. to words, 
f. ltfxis phrase, word, f. ltfgein speak ; see 
LECTION. Solexico•GRAPHER,-GRAPHY. XVII. 

ley lei var. of LEA, repr. OE. leage, etc., obl. 
forms of OE. leah; now used spec. by agri
culturists. 

li1 li Chinese itinerary measure. XVI. 
li2 li Chinese weight. XVIII. 
liable lai·abl obliged by law xv; exposed or 

subject to XVI. poss.- AN. '*liable,£. (O)F. 
lier :- L. [igiire bind (cf. LIGAMENT, LIEN); 
but, if this is the origin, the late appearance 
of the word and its absence from AN. and 
AL. records are inexplicable. Hence lia
bi·liTY. XVIII. See -BLE. 

liaison liei·z5 tthickening for sauces XVII; 
illicit intimacy; (in F. phonetics) consonant
linking XIX; (mil.) co-operation of forces XX. 
- F. liaison, f. lier bind (cf. prec.). 

liane liii·n tropical climbing and twining 
plant. XVIII. -F. Iiane, tliene, dial. liorne, 
lierne clematis (cf. LIERNE), perh. alteration, 
by crossing with lier bind, of dial. F. viorne, 
vienne :- L. viburnum wayfaring-tree. Also 
Iiana lia·na (XIX), which either is a latiniza
tion or has arisen from the notion that the 
word was of Sp. origin. 
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LIAR 

liar lahu telleroflies. OE.leo,gere(= OHG. 
liugari, ON. lfugari), f. leogan LIE 2 ; see -ER1• 

(]J For the sp. -ar cf. beggar, pedlar. 

lias lai·:)s blue limestone rock XVII (lyas); 
(geol.) strata forming the lowest division of 
the Jurassic XIX. - F.liais, OF.liois in marbre 
liois, pierre liaise some valuable kind of stone 
or marble, prob. of Germ. origin (cf. OS. 
leia, MHG. lei(e) rock, stone). 

libation laibei·J~n pouring out of wine in 
honour of a god. XIV. - L. libatio(n-), f. 
libtire taste, pour as an offering, rei. to Gr. 
leibein pour drop by drop, loibe libation, 
liba (ace.) drop; see -ATION. 

libel lai·b~l tformal statement or writing 
XIII; plaintiff's declaration or plea XIV; 
tpublished bill or pamphlet XVI; damaging 
or defamatory statement XVII. - OF. libel, 
(mod.) libelle- L. libellus, dim. of fiber book 
(see LIBRARY). Hence li·bel vb. xvr. li·bel
lous. XVII. 

liberal li · b:}r;~l pert. to the arts considered 
'worthy of a free man'; free in bestowing 
XIV; tunrestrained XV; free from prejudice 
xvm; of political opinion ( opp. to Conserva
tive, Tory) I80I. - (O)F. liberal = Sp. 
liberal, It. liberale- L. libertilis, f. fiber free 
:- '*louberos, Citalic *louferos = Gr. eleu
theros; see -AL1

• So libera·lrTY. XIV. 
li·berATE3 • xvn. -f. L. liberlit-, -tire. 
liberA'TION. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

libertine li·b~.rtin, -ain tfreedman XIV 
(Wycl. Bible; thereafter from xvi); antino
mian, free-thinker; licentious man XVI. - L. 
libertinus, f. libertus made free, f. tiber free 
(see prec.); partly through F. libertin. 

liberty li·b;~.rti freedom XIV (Ch.); leave, 
permission; privilege, franchise; district of 
one's privileges xv. - (O)F. liberte = Pr. 
libertat, etc. - L.liberttitem, -ttis, f. liber free, 
see LIBERAL, -TY. Hence libertA 'RIAN. XVIII. 

libidinous libi·din~s lustful. xv. - L. libi
dinosus, f. libidin-, libido, lubido lust ( cf. 
tibet, lubet it is pleasing); see LIEF, -ous. 
libido libai·dou, -i·dou (psych.). xx. 

Libra lai·br;~ (astr.) constelJation between 
Virgo and Scorpio; 7th sign of the zodiac. 
L., pound weight, balance; the consteila
tion, denoted by ~. was perh. so named 
with ref. to the fact that, when the sun enters 
this part of the ecliptic, the days and nights 
are equal. Cf. LIRA, LIVRE. «lf In medL.libra 
was used for 'pound' ; hence the abbrevs. 
1., tli., lb. (weight), £ (sterling). 

library lai·br;~ri place to contain books 
accessible for reading (Ch.); coiiection of 
books. XIV. - (O)F. librairie (now only 
'bookseller's shop') = It., Sp. libreria, Pg. 
livraria- CRom. "'librtiria alteration of L. 
librtiria bookseller's shop, sb. use (sc. taberna 
shop) of librtirius pert. to books, f. libr-, tiber 
book; see -ARY, -Y3

• So librariAN laibre~·
ri~n tscribe xvn; keeper of a library xvm. 
f. L. librtirius +-AN. 

LID 

libration laibrei·J~n oscillation, balancing. 
XVII. - L. librtitio(n-), f. lfbrtire balance, 
f. libra; see LIBRA, -ATIOK, and cf. LIVRE, 
EQUILIBRIL':VI, 

libretto libre·tou text of an opera, etc. 
XVIII. It., dim. of fibro book (cf. LIBRARY). 

Libyan li·bi;m pert. to Libya, a region of N. 
Africa, by some applied to the Berber lan
guageortheHamiticgroup gen. xvn; see-AN. 

licence, U.S.license lai·s~ns leave, permis
sion; liberty of action XIV; formal permission 
from authority; excessive liberty xv; devia
tion from normal form XVI; licentiousness 
XVIII. - (O)F. licence ,_, Sp. licencia, It. 
licenza - L. licentia, f. licent-, prp. stem of 
licere be lawful; see LICIT, -ENCE. Hence 
li·cense vb. xv. «lf The difference of sp. 
between sb. and vb. is in accordance with 
the usage exemplified in practice sb., practise 
vb., prophecy sb., prophesy vb., which seems 
to be based on pairs like advice and addse, 
where the difference depends upon a his
torical phonetic distinction. So lice·n
trous. XVI. L. (Quintilian). 

lich litf (dial.) body, corpse. OE. lie = 
OFris. lik, OS. lie (Du. lijk), OHG. lih (G. 
leiche, from :viHG. liche), ON. lik, Goth. 
leik :- CGerm. *likam (IE. *lig- form, repr. 
in Balto-SI. by words meaning 'like'). Sur
vives in li·ch-, ly·ch-GATE roofed gateway 
to a churchyard under which the bier is set 
down at a funeral. xv (lyclzeyate). Cf. LIKE', 
LYKEWAKE. 

lichen lai·k;m, li-tJ~n tliverwort, one of a 
class of cellular cryptogams XVIII. - L. 
lichen- Gr. leikhin. So F. lichen, Sp. liquen, 
It. lichene. 

Jichi see LITCHI. 

licit li·sit lawful, allowable. xv. - L.licitus, 
pp. of licere be lawful (cf. ILLICIT). 

lick lik pass the tongue over. OE. liccian = 
OS. liccon, leccon (Du. likken), OHG. lecki5n 
(G. lecketz) :- WGerm. *likkojan (whence 
F. lecher, etc. ; see LECHER); based ult. on IE. 
"'ligh- "'leigh- *loigh-, found in Skr. (Vedic) 
recjhi, leljhi, Arm. lizanem, Gr. leikhein, 
likhneziein lick, liklmos dainty, L. lingere, 
ligurrire, Oir. ligim, OS!. lizati, Lith. liezti, 
Goth. billaigon lick. 

lickerish li·briJ (arch.) dainty; greedy; 
lecherous. XVI. Alteration bv substitution 
of -ISH1 of tlickerous (xm)- AN. "'likerous, 
var. of lecheros LECHEROt:S (cf. OF. liquerie, 
var. of lecherie LECHERY). «lf Perverted to 
liquorish (xvm) to express fondness for 
liquor. 

lictor li·kt5J officer in ancient Rome. XVI 
(earlier tlittour XIV). L., of unkn. origin, but 
pop. assoc. with ligtire bind (cf. LIGAMENT). 

lid lid cover of the opening of a vessel OE. ; 
eyelid xm. OE. hlid = OFris. hlid, MLG. 
lit (-d-), Du. lid, OHG. (h)lit (now in G. 
(augen)lid eyelid), ON. hlio gate, gateway, 
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LIDO 

gap :-Germ. "'xlioam, f. *xlio-·cover, as in 
OE. behlidan, OS. bihlidan cover, OE. 
onhlidan OS. anhlidan open (see BE-, UN- 2), 

Goth. hlei]Jra tent, hut; IE. *kli- cover, 
shut, is repr. also in Oir., Balto-Sl., and Gr. 

lido li·dou name of a bathing-place near 
Venice; trans£. public open-air swimming
pool. xx. Venetian It. lido :- L. litus shore. 

lie1 lai pt. lay lei, pp. lain lein be in a 
prostrate or recumbent position. OE.licgan, 
pt.lreg, pl.l:£gon, pp.legen = OFris.lidz(i)a, 
OS. liggian (Du. liggen), OHG. liggen, ON. 
liggja :- CGerm. *ligjan (OHG. ligan, G. 
liegen, Goth. ligan are abnormal), f. base 
*leg- *lag- *!reg- :- IE. *legh- *logh- *legh-, 
repr. also by Gr. Uktron, h!khos bed, dlokhos 
bedfellow, l6khos lying-in, lying in wait (cf. 
LOCHIA), ambush, L. lectus bed, OS!. leiati 
lie. The form lie (rep!. normal ME. ligge 
li·d3;~) resulted from the generalization of 
the stem of the znd and 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
ind. OE. lig(e)st, list, lig(e)]J, liP; cf. LAY1• 

Hence lie sb. XVII. 

lie9 lai pt., pp. lied tell an untruth. OE. 
leogan, pt. leah, pl.lugon, pp. logen = OFris. 

liaga, OS. liogan (Du. liegen, loog, gelogen), 
OHG. liogan (G. liigen, log, gelogen), ON. 
ljziga, Goth. liugan; CGerm. vb. f. *leug
*loug- •tug- (whence OE. lyge lie); cf. OS!. 
l11za lie. Hence lie sb. untruth. XIII; rep!. 
OE.lyge. 

lief !if tadj. beloved, dear. OE. leaf = 
OFris. liaf, OS. liob, liof (Du. lief), OHG. 
liub, liup (G. lieb), ON. ljzifr, Goth. liufs 
(liub-) :- CGerm. *leuoaz :-IE. *leubhos 
(whence OS!. l}ubi1); see also LEAVE', LOVE. 
As adv. (compared liever, lievest) dearly, 
gladly XIII ; developed mainly from arch. or 
dial. phr. I had as lief, I had liever, i.e. I 
should hold as dear, dearer, in which would 
was substituted on the analogy of would 
rather. 

liege lid3 entitled to feudal service (as liege 
lord, OF. lige segnur) XIII; bound to render 
this (as liege man, OF. home lige). - OF.lige, 
liege (cf. Pr. litge, It. ligio, medL. legius, 
ligius) - medL. leticus, lreticus, "'liticus, f. 
letus, litus, prob.- Germ. •lte]Jigaz (cf. G. 
ledig free, unoccupied), "'l:£ton, -az (cf. 
Goth. frallets, OE. freoilreta freedman), f. 
•z::et-, base of LET1• t.lf For the survival of 
the sense 'free' cf. legal liege poustie being in 
health and in possession of one's faculties, 
OF. lige poestee, medL. ligia potestas. 

lien lhm, U.S. lin (leg.) right to retain pos
session of property. XVI. -F. lien, OF.loien 
:- L. ligamen bond, f. ligare (cf. LIGAMENT). 

lierne lia·Jn (archit.) short rib in vaulting 
connecting principal ribs. XIX. -F. (XVI), 
perh. trans£. use of the term for climbing 
plants (see LIANE). 

lieu liu place, stead. XIII (liue). - (O)F. lieu 
:- L. locu-s place (cf. Locus). 

UGHTNING 

lieutenant lev-, lefte·n;~nt, (U.S.) lute·n;~nt 
(arch.) vicegerent XIV; military and naval 
rank (orig. of one 'holding the place' of a 
captain) XVI. - (O)F. lieutenant, f. lieu place 
+tenant holder (see LIEU, TENANT, and cf. 
LOCUM TENENS), with OF. word-order re
tained. Forms with f, to which the tradi
tional Eng. pronunc. corresponds, appear in 
XIV, e.g. leef-, leve-, later lief-, live-, "liev-; 
irifi. of LEAVE sb.1 is possible. Hence lieu
TE'NANCY. xv. Also lieutenant-GENERAL 
tvicegerent xv (Caxton); rank next below 
a general XVI. -F. lieutenant general, in 
which the second word is orig. adj. In 
lord-lieutenant (from xv applied to various 
officers holding deputed authority from a 
sovereign) lieutenant is adj. 

life laif animate existence ; course or manner 
of living. OE. lif, corr. to OFris., OS. lif 
life, person (Du. lijf body), OHG. lib life 
(G.leib body), ON.liflife, body:- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) "'lioam ("'lioaz), f. "'lio-, the 
weak grade of which appears in LIVE1• Hence 
li·feGUARD bodyguard of soldiers. XVII; 
prob. after Du. tliffgarde, G. leibgarde (in 
which the first el. means 'body'), later assoc. 
with life. 

lift lift raise, elevate. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-ON. lypta = MHG., G. lUften :-Germ. 
"'luftjan, £. "'luftuz air, sky (see LOFT). Hence 
lift sb. XVI (Malory). 

ligament li·g;!m;!nt short band of animal 
tissue XIV; ligature XVI. - L. ligamentum, f. 
ligare bind, tie (cf. ALLY); see -MENT. So 
li·gaTuRE. XIV. -late L. 

light1 lait emanation from the sun, etc, ; 
illumination; lighted body. OE. leoht, 
Anglian liht = OFris. liacht, OS., OHG. 
lioht (Du., G. Iicht) :- WGerm. •leuxtam 
:- •zeuktom (var. •zeukotom is repr. by Goth. 
liuha]J), f. IE. •leuk- •zouk- •tuk-, repr. in 
Gr. leuk6s white, lelissein see, lzikhnos ( :
"'luksnos) lamp, L. liix, lUmen(:- "'leuksmen) 
light (cf. LUMINOUS), liicere (cf. LUCID), luna 
(:- •Zeuksna) moon (cf. LUNAR), Olr. luan 
moon, luach shining, W.llug light, ON.logi 
:- •zuk6n) flame, OS!. luca beam, Skr. rue 
shine, rucds bright. So light adj. OE. leoht, 
liht = OFris. liaht, OS., OHG. Iicht (Du., 
G. Licht). light vb. OE. lihtan = OS. 
liuhtian, etc., Goth. liuhtjan, largely super
seded by lightEN5• XIII (Cursor M.). Cf. 
ALIGHT 9, comp. li·ghtHOUSE XVII (Bacon), 

light2 lait of little weight. OE. leoht, liht = 
OFris. li(u)cht, OS. -liht (Du. Iicht), OHG. 
liht(i) (G. Ieicht easy), ON. Uttr, Goth.leihts 
:- CGerm. "'livxtaz, •-tjaz, f. "'liygw- :-IE. 
•Zeiighw-, as in Lith. leiigvas light; for the 
grade •tvghw- see LUNG. Hence li·ghtEN5• 

XV. 
lightning lai·tnil) discharge of electricity 

between groups of clouds. XIV. Special use 
of lightening, vbl. sb. of lighten (see LIGHT1) 

with differentiated sp. Superseded ME. 
leiting (xm), which in turn superseded Zeit, 
lait, OE. /.eget, liget, f. base of LIGHT1• 
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LIGHTS 

lights laits lungs (now of slaughtered beasts). 
XII. ME. lihte, pl. of liht LIGHT 2 used sb.; 
cf. the etymol. meaning of LUNG and Olr. 
seaman light, sb. lungs, W. ysgyfaint lights, 
ysgafn light, Russ. legkoe lung, legkiz light. 

lign-aloes laime·louz aloes, aloes wood XIV 
(Ch.); aromatic wood of a Mexican tree 
(Bursera) XIX. - late L. lignum aloes 'wood 
of the ALOE' (aloes, gen. of aloe). 

ligneous li·gni;:ls woody in texture. XVII 
(Bacon). - L. ligneus, f. lignum wood (:
"'legnom, f. Iegere COLLECT, fallen branches 
being collected for burning); see -Eot:s. 

ligula li·gjii.!;:l tongue-like strip. xvm. L., 
'strap', 'spoon', var. of lingula, f. ling ere 
LICK, assoc. with lingua TONGUE; cf. -ULE. 

likel laik having the same character or 
quality. XII (Orm). ME. lie, lik- 0~. likr, 
aphetic of glikr ~ OE. gelic ALIKE. Hence 
li·kEN5 compare. XIV; cf. MLG. likenen, 
OHG. gillihinon, Sw. likna. li·kewrsE. xv. 

like2 laik please, be pleasing OE. ; find 
agreeable, be pleased with XII. OE. lician 
= OFris. likia, OS.likOn (Du.lijken), OHG. 
lihhen, ON. lika, Goth. leikan :- CGerm. 
"'likiejan, "'likojan, f. "'likam appearance, 
form (see LICH).li·k(e)ABLE. XVlll. li·kiNG1 • 

- OE. licung. 
likely lai·kli probable X!II (Cursor M.); 

suitable, fit XIV; capable-looking; handsome 
xv. - ON.likligr(a!soglikligr), f.likr L!KE1+ 
-ligr -LY1• Also adv. probably. XIV (Wyclif). 
li·keNESS resemblance, similarity, image, 
portrait. OE. (ge)licnes. 

likin li·kin Chinese provincial transit duty. 
XIX. Chin. u 2+kin money. 

lilac lai·l;}k shrub Syringa vulgaris. XVII. 
- F. tlilac (now lilas)- Sp. lilac- Arab. 
lilak - Pers. lilak, var. of nilak bluish, f. nil 
blue, indigo,NIL1 (cf. Skt. nila, whence Hindi 
lil). The earliest form lelacke (Bacon), in 
mod. dial.laylock,mayrepr. Turk.leilaq. So 
named from the bluish tinge of the flowers 
of some varieties. 

liliaceous liliei·Ji;,s lily-like; (bot.) pert. to 
the family Liliacea:. XVIII. - late L. liliaceus 
(Palladius), f. lilium LILY; see -ACEOUS. 

lillibullero li :libuli;,·rou. xvn ( -burlero ). 
Refrain perh. orig. burlesquing Irish words. 

Lilliputian lilipju·ji;Jn diminutive. XVIII. 
f. Lilliput name of an imaginary country in 
Swift's 'Gulliver's Travels' (1726), peopled 
by pygmies six inches high; see -IAN. 

lilt lilt sound (a note), lift up (the voice), 
sing XIV; sing with a swing XVIII. ME. lilte 
(in tlilting horn 'kind of trumpet', Ch.), 
liilte, obscurely rei. to LG., Du. lul pipe 
(Du. lullepijp bagpipe; cf. rare Sc. tliltpipe 
xv and Sc. !ill, lilt hole in a wind instrument 
xvm). Hence lilt sb. (Sc.) song, tune XVIII; 
swing of a tune or verse XIX. 

lily li·li plant of the genus Lilium or family 
Liliacea:. OE. lilie (weak fern.)- L. !ilium, 
perh. - Gr. leirion, but the L. and Gr. words 
may have a common Mediterranean origin. 

LIMINAL 

The L. word is almost universally repr. in 
Germ. and Rom. langs. (cf. FLEUR-DE-LIS). 

limb1 lim part of the body, spec. a member 
such as the arm, leg, wing; branch (I. of 
Satan, etc., imp, mischievous person; in 
OE. deofies limu 'devil's limbs'; whence 
simply limb XVII). OE. limn., pl. limu, corr. 
to ON. limr m.; prob. rei. to OE. lip limb 
(= Du. lid; see LAY-FIGURE). C][ The para
sitic b prob. arose in obi. forms, as pL'limes, 
was transferred to the nom. sg., and finally 
disappeared (as in other words in -mb). 

limb 2 lim A. tlimbo of Hell xv; B. edge or 
boundary of a surface or instrument XVI. 
-F. limbe or its source L.limbus (see LIMBO). 
So li·mbrc (anat.). XIX. -F. limbique. 

limbeck li·mbek. XIV. Early forms lambyke, 
lembike; aphetic of ALEMBIC. 

limber1 li·mb;Jl shaft; forepart of a gun
carriage. xv. Earliest forms lymo(u)r, perh. 
for "Iimmer, "'limner (cf. Sc. lymnar XVI), sb. 
use of medL.limonarius adj., f.limo(n-) shaft, 
ofunkn. origin(cf. (O)F.Iimonshaftxii, limo
niere shafts and fore-carriage, medL. limo
narius shaft-horse). Henceli·mbervb.1 XIX. 

limber2 li·mb::Jl pl. holes in timbers for the 
passage of water. xv!I. - (O)F. lumiere 
ltimjer light, hole (used in the same techn. 
sense) :-Rom. "luminaria, fern. sg. use of 
pl. of L. lUminiire light, lamp, f. lUmin-, 
lumen (see L!GHT1). 

limber• li·mb;Jl flexible, pliant. XVI. perh. 
from L!MBER1 in allusion to the to-and-fro 
motion of shafts or a fore-carriage. Hence 
Ii·mber (up) vb. • XVIII. 

limbo li·mbou region on the border of Hell 
XIV; prison, confinement XVI; neglect, obli
vion xvn. orig. in phr. in limbo, out of limbo, 
repr. medL. in limbO, e limbo; abl. of L. 
limbus hem, selvage, fringe, in Eng. use 
from c.1400 for limbo, from XVII for LIMB 2 B. 

lime1 !aim birdlime; mortar, cement; cal
cium oxide. OE.lim, corr. to MDu.lim (Du. 
lijm), OHG.lim (G.leim), ON.lim; f. Germ. 
"'lim-, var. of "'laim- LOAM, ult. rei. to L. 
limus, which has been referred to "'loimos 
and "'sloimos SLIME. Hence lime vb. XIII. 

lime2 !aim fruit of Citrus Medica acida. 
XVII (Sir T. Herbert). -F. lime- modPr. 
limo, Sp. lima- Arab. lima!z (see LEMON1). 

lime3 !aim linden. XVII (Bacon). unexpl. 
alteration of line, var. of lind (see LINDEN). 

lime-hound see LYAM. 
limen lai·men (psych.) limit below which 

a stimulus ceases to be perceptible. XIX. L., 
'threshold', tr. G. schwelle (Herbart, 1824). 
Cf. SUBLIMINAL. 

limerick li·m;Jrik kind of nonsense verse. 
c.I89S· Said to be derived from a custom of 
singing 'Will you come up to Limerick?' at 
convivial parties at which nonsense verses 
were extemporized. 

liminal li·min;J! pert. to the threshold. XIX. 
f. L. limin-, limen threshold; see -AL1• 
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LIMIT 

limit li·mit boundary; fixed point. XIV. 
- L. limit-, limes frontier; cf. F. limite (XVI). 
So li·mit vb. XIV. - (O)F. limiter or L. 
[imittire. limitA•TION. XIV. - L. 

limitrophe li·mitrouf adj., on the frontier 
XIX; fsb. borderland XVI. -F. limitrophe 
-late L. limitrophus, f. limit- LIMIT + Gr. 
-trophos supporting (trephein support, 
nourish). 

limn lim illuminate xv; paint, portray XVI. 
contr. of flumine (XIV)- OF. luminer- L. 
lumintire, f. lUmin-, lUmen LIGHT1. So lim
DER1 li·mn;~.I illuminator XIV; painter XVI. 
contr. offluminer(XIV), f.lumine. «]J For the 
vowel cf. trifle and for loss of n cf. autumn. 

limnology limna·l;~d3i study of lakes. XIX. 
f. Gr. limne lake, marsh+-LoGY. 

limousine limuzi·n motor-car with closed 
body. xx. F., f. Limousin name of a pro
vince of France ; orig. caped cloak worn by 
natives of the province. 

limp1 limp walk lame. XVI. pro b. f. flimp
halt lame, OE. lemphealt, lcempihalt, f. 
•tamp- :-IE. •Lomb- (cf. Skr. ldmbate hangs 
down or loose, sinks) + healt HALT1 ; cf. 
MHG. limpfen limp. 

limp9 limp wanting in firmness. XVIII. 
pro b. of dial. origin; perh. ult. rel. to prec., 
the basic sense being 'hanging loose'. 

limpet li·mpit mollusc of the genus Patella. 
ME. lempet :- OE. lempedu (cf. OHG. 
lampfrida) - medL. lampreda, -ida limpet, 
LAMPREY. 

limpid li·mpid pellucid, clear. XVII. -F. 
limpide or L. limpidus, perh. rel. to limpa, 
lumpa, later lympha LYMPH. 

linchpin li·ntJpin pin in an axle-tree to keep 
the wheel in place. XIV (lynspin). ME. lins 
:- OE. lynis = WFris. lins, OS. lunisa (Du. 
luns, lens), MHG. luns, lunse (G. liinse); the 
base is seen also in ME. flinnail (xv), flinpin 
(XIV), perh. OE. "'lyne (:-*Zuni-), rel. to 
OHG. lun, luna (G. dial. lunn, [on); cf. 
OHG. luning linchpin. 

Lincoln green li·l)k;~n grin bright green 
stuff made at Lincoln, county town of Lin
colnshire, England, a seat of cloth manu
facture (cf. Lincolnesaye XIV). XVI. 

linden li·nd;~n lime-tree, Tilia europ~a. XVI. 
In linden tree- Du. lindeboom, tlindenboom, 
G .Iindenbaum, f.linde (with weak inflexion)+ 
boom, baum tree (BEAM). The first el. corr. 
to OE. lind, linde lime-tree, shield, ON.lind, 
prob. rel. to Gr. eldte silver fir (:- "'ltztti). 

line1 lain flax; flax thread or cloth. OE. lin 
= OS., OHG. lin (Du. lijn-, G. Zein-), ON. 
lin, Goth. Zein :- CGerm. "'linam = or- L. 
linum flax, rel. to Gr. linon, Ir. lin, Lith. 
linai pl. Now dial. exc. as surviving in LIN
SEED. Hence line vb.1 apply a layer of 
material to the inside of (a garment). XIV 
(Ch.); with ref. to linen being used for the 
purpose. 

line• lain cord, string; string, row, series 
OE.; thread-like mark, stroke XIII; serial 

·LING 

succession XIV; track, course xv. Two 
words of ult. identical etym. have coalesced: 
(1) OE. line rope, line, series, rule = MDu. 
line (Du. lijn), OHG. lina (G. leine cord), 
ON. lina, prob. CGerm. (exc. Gothic)- L. 
linea; _(2) ME. ligne, line- (O)F. ligne = Pr. 
linha, Pg. linha :- Rom. *linja, for L. linea, 
Zinia, orig. sb. use (sc.fibra fibre) offem. of 
lineus pert. to flax, f. linum ; see prec. Hence 
line vb. 2 tie with a line, etc. XIV; trace with 
a line XVI; bring into line (cf. ALIGN) XVII. 

line3 lain cover (the bitch). XIV. - (O)F. 
ligner, also aligner; identical with LINE vb. 1, 

but the sense-development is obscure. 
lineage li·niid3 ancestry, pedigree, ances

tors. XIV. - (O)F. lignage, flinage = Pr. 
linhatge, Sp. linaje, It. lignaggio :- Rom. 
*linetiticum, f. linea LINE 2 ; see -AGE. The 
sp. lineage (XVII) is due to assoc. with line; 
the pronunc. has followed it under the infl. 
of lineal. 

lineal li·ni::.l pert. to a line or lines XIV; in 
the direct line of descent xv. - (O)F. lineal 
-late L.linetilis; see LINE2, -AL1. So li·neAR. 
xvn. - L. linetiris; cf. (O)F. lineaire. 

lineament li ·ni;~m;~nt distinctive feature xv ; 
fline, outline XVI. - L. linetimentum, f. 
linetire make straight, f. linea LINE1 ; see 
-MENT. So lineA·TION. XIV. - L. 

linen li·nin adj. made of flax OE.; now, as 
attrib. use of the sb., made of linen; sb. 
cloth woven from flax; garments, etc., of 
this. XIV. OE. linen, linnen = OFris. (Du.) 
linnen, OS., OHG. linin (G. Leinen) :
WGerm. "'linin, f. *Iinam LINE1 ; see -EN 3 • 

liner lai·n;u ship or aircraft belonging to a 
line (LINE2), i.e. a regular succession of 
vessels plying between certain places. XIX ; 
see -ER1 • 

ling1 lil) long slender cod-like fish. XIII 
(Havelok). ME. leng(e), prob. of Du. or 
LG. origin; cf. Du. [eng, earlier lenghe, 
linghe; rel. to LONG1 (cf. the synon. Scand. 
forms, ON. Zanga, Sw. ldnga, Da. lrenge). 

ling2 Iii) plant of the heather family. XIV. 
-ON. lyng, of unkn. origin. 

-ling1 lil) suffix, of CGerm. origin, forming 
sbs., OE., OS., OHG. -ling, ON. -lingr, 
Goth. -liggs, comp. of •-ila- -EL1, -LE\ and 
"'-iyga- -ING3, but treated as a simple suffix. 
(i) In OE., added to sbs. to form sbs. de
noting a person concerned with . ., e.g. 
hyrling HIRELING; added to adjs. (occas. an 
adv.) to form sbs. denoting a person having 
the quality implied, e.g. deorling DARLING, 
UNDERLING. In ON. the suffix was dim. in 
force, esp. in names of the young of animals, 
e.g. gceslingr GOSLING, kiolingr young kid. 
ME. and later formations on the same lines 
are fatling, grayling, nestling, sapling; with 
unfavourable sense (since c. 16oo), e.g. 
groundling, worldling. Formations on verb
stems are changeling, shaveling, starveling, 
suckling (so nursling). Many new dim. 
formations appear from XVI, e.g. godling, 
lordling, princeling. 



-LING 

-ling2 Iii) also -lings, -!ins, adv. suffix, repr. 
a var. of Germ. *liyg- *layg- *luyg-, all of 
which appear in OE., as bcecling on or to
wards the back, andlang ALONG 2, nihtlanges 
for a night, grundlunga, -linga to the ground; 
so MLG., MDu. ling(e), Fris. -lings, etc. 
The orig. use to form advs. of direction is 
continued in ME. grufelyng (see GROVEL
LING), sideling(s); but more numerous are 
formations in which the suffix denotes con
dition or situation, as darkling(s), flatling(s). 

linger Ii·l)ga.t tdwell XIII; stay behind, 
tarry, be tardy XVI. north. ME. Ienger, fre
quent. (see -ER4

) of tleng linger- ON. lengja 
= OE. lengan, whence ME. lenge le·nd3;, = 
MLG. lengen, OHG. lengen (G. liingen) :
Germ. •taygjan prop. make or be long, f. 
"'layg- LONG1• 

lingerie li·n3ari, llle3ri linen (esp. women's) 
articles collectively. XIX. F., f. tinge linen 
:- L. lineu-s of linen (f. linum LINE1), used 
sb.; see -ERY. 

lingo li·l)gou foreign language, strange or 
unintelligible language. xvn. prob. - Pg. 
lingoa :- L. lingua TONGUE. 

lingot Ji•l)got INGOT. XV. -F. 

lingua franca li·l)gwa frre·l)ka orig. mixed 
jargon based on Italian, used in intercourse 
with Easterns in the Levant. XVII. It., 
'Frankish tongue'; see FRANK, FERINGHEE, 

linguist li·l)gwist one skilled in languages. 
XVI. f. L. lingua TONGUE, LANGUAGE+-IST. 
Hence lingui·stic. XIX (earlier -ical). Cf. 
F. linguiste, -istique. 

linhay li·nhei shed open in front, often 
with lean-to roof. XVII (tinny). Of obscure 
origin; the first el. may be OE. hlinian LEAN 2• 

liniment li·nimant tgrease xv; embroca
tion XVI. - late L. linimentum, f. L. linere 
smear, anoint; see -MENT, 

link1 lil)k loop of a chain, etc. XIV (implied 
in AL. linkum). -ON. *hlenkr (Ice!. hlekkr, 
OSw. Ieenher) :-Germ. *xlaykjaz, rei. to 
OE. hlencan pl. armour, MLG. lenkhake 
pot-hook, MHG.gelenke (coli.) flexible parts 
of the body,gelenk joint, link; cf. LANK (basic 
meaning 'to bend'). Hence link vb. XIV. 

link2 lil)k torch. xvr. poss. - medL. linchi
nus, alt. of lichinus wick, match,- Gr.lukhnos 
light, lamp. 

links lil)ks (pl.) gently undulating sandy 
ground on the sea-shore (golf-course). OE. 
hlincas, pl. of hlinc (whence also dial. linch 
rising ground, ridge), perh. k-deriv. of the 
base of OE. hlinian LEAN 2• 

linn lin (chiefly Sc.) cascade, pool XVI; 
precipice xvm. -Gael. linne, Ir. linn (earlier 
lind) = W. llyn, Corn. lin, Breton lenn. 

Linnrean, Linnean lini·an. XVIII. f. Lin
nceus, latinized form of the surname of Carl 
von Linne, Sw. naturalist (1707-78); see -AN. 

linnet li·nit small song-bird, Linota canna
bina. XVI. -OF. (Walloon, Picard) Iinette, 

LIQUEFY 

earlier linot (mod. linot, linotte), f. lin flax 
(see LINE:r-;)+Rom. dim. suffix -ottus, used 
in the names of small animals ; the bird 
feeds on the seed of flax and hemp (cf. G. 
hiinjling, f. hanf hemp, Sw. hiimpling). 

linoleum linou·liam floor-cloth in which a 
coating of linseed oil is used. XIX (patented 
by F. Walton r86o and r863). f. L. linum 
flax, LINE1 +-oleum OIL. 

linotype lai·notaip (typogr.) machine for 
producing lines or bars of words. XIX 
(patented r888). For line o' (i.e. of) type. 

linseed li·nsid seed of flax. OE. linsiEd, i.e. 
LINE1 +sEED; cf. MHG. linsdt, Du. lijnsaad. 

Iinsey li·nzi fabric, (now) of coarse wool on 
a cotton warp. xv. prob. f. name of Lindsey 
(near Kersey), in Suffolk, where the manu
facture is said to have originated ( cf. KERSEY). 
Hence linsey-wolsey li:nz'iwu·lzi. xv; 
+wooL, with jingling ending. 

linstock li·nst:>k staff to hold a lighted 
match. XVI. Early lintstocke- Du. lontstok, 
f. lont match+ stok stick; assim. to LINT in 
application to refuse of flax used as tinder. 

lint lint flax ; dressing for wounds prepared 
by scraping linen. XIV. ME. lyn(n)et, perh. 
- (O)F. Linette (known only in the sense 
'linseed'), f. [in flax, LINE1 + -ETTE, -ET. 

lintel li·ntl upper horizontal of a doorway. 
XIV. - OF. lintel (mod. linteau), alteration 
of *linter, limier = Pr. lundar, Cat. llindar 
:-Rom. *limitdris, alt. of limindris pert. to 
the threshold (used sb.), by crossing of limes, 
limit- LIMIT with limen, limin- threshold. 

lintwhite li·ntMait linnet. OE. linetwige, 
north. ME. lynkwhyte, Sc. lyntquhyte, f. lin 
flax, LINE1 + *twig- (as in OHG. zwigon 
pluck; cf. OE. Pisteltwige thistle-finch). 

lion lai·an 'the king of beasts', Panthera leo. 
ME. liun, lioun, leoun- AN. liun (F. lion) = 
Pr. leo, Sp. leon, It. leone, Rum. leu- L. leo, 
leonem - Gr. leon. (In OE. leo, whence ME. 
le (Orm); cf. OFris. lawa, MDu. leuwe (Du. 
leeuw), OHG. lewo (G. lowe, leu), ON. leon, 
lion; (partly from Germ.), Lith. levas, OS!. 
ava; all ult.- L.). So li·onESS1• XIII (Cur
sor M.). -OF. lionesse. 

lip lip edge of the mouth. OE. Iippa = 
OFris. lippa, MLG., IVIDu. Iippe (whence 
G.lippe), OSw. Z,'ppe, lippa :-Germ. *lipjon, 
rei. to synon. OS. lepor, OHG. leffur, lefs 
(G. dial. lefze) :- Germ. *lepaz-, *leps; f. 
*lep- :- IE. *leb-, rei. to L. labia, labra n. pl. 
lips, Pehlevi lap (Pers. lab). q F. Lippe 
thick lower lip is- LG. 

lipo-1 comb. form of Gr. lip-, weak grade of 
leipein leave, be wanting, hence as in lipo
gram, lipography. 

lipo-•, comb. form of Gr. lipos fat, in scien
tific terms. 

liquefy li·kwifai reduce to or become a 
liquid. XVI. -F. liquefier- L. liquefacere, 
pass. liquefieri, f. liquere; see LIQUOR, -FY. 
So liquefa·cnoN. xv. - F. or late L. 
liquE•SCENT. XVIIl. 
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LIQUID 

liquid li·kwid adj. neither solid nor gaseous 
XIV; (of air, sound, light) pure, clear XVI. 
- L. liquidus, f. liquere (cf. LIQUOR). sb. (in 
phonetics) XVI; liquid substance (formerly 
liquor) XVIII. So li·quidATEs tmake clear, 
set out clearly XVI; clear off (a debt) XVIII; 
set out the liabilities of XIX ; (after Russ. 
likvidirovat') wipe out xx. f. pp. stem of 
medL. liquidare. The financial senses are 
due to It. liquidare, F. liquider. liquidA·
TION. XVI. liquoR2 li·k:u liquid substance. 
xm. ME. licur, licour - OF. licur, licour 
(mod. liqueur) = Pr., Sp. licor, It. liquore), 
- L. liquorem, liquor, rei. to liquare liquefy, 
filter, liqui flow, liquere be fluid, per h. rei. 
to "'liq-, linquere, LEAVE1• F. liqueur likii'.I 
in its specific sense was adopted XVIII. 

liquorice, licorice li·k:lris rhizome of 
Glycyrrhiza glabra, preparation from this. 
XIII. -AN. lycorys, OF. licoresse, -ece 
- (with assim. to licor LIQUOR) late L. liqui
ritia (whence also It. liquirizia, legorizia, 
MHG. lakeritze, G. lakritze, Du. lakkeris, 
Sw., Da. lakrits)- Gr. glukurrhiza, f. gluk11s 
sweet (cf. GLYCERINE)+rhiza root (cf. RHI
ZOME). t]f Rom. langs. have also metathetic 
forms: OF. recolisse, regolisse (mod. reglisse), 
Pr. regalicia, Sp. regaliz(a), It. regolizia. 

lira li:!'r:l unit ofit. currency. XVII. It.- Pr. 
liura = F. livre, It. libbra :- L. libra pound. 

Lisle Jail name of a French town, now Lille 
Iii, used attrib. as in L. thread, lace. XIX. 

lisp lisp speak with defective (sibilant) 
utterance. OE. "'wlispian (only in awlyspian ), 
f. zvlisp, wlips adj. lisping; cf. MLG. wlispen, 
wilspen (Du. lispen), OHG. lisp stammering, 
lispen lisp (G. lispeln); imit. 

lispound li·spaund unit of weight used in 
the Baltic trade. XVI. - LG., Du. lispund, 
for livsch pund 'Livonian pound'. 

lissom li·s:lm lithe and agile. XVIII. Of 
dial. origin, for *'lithsom, f. LITHE+-soME', 
with shortening of the first syll. ; cf. lithe
some (xviii). 

list1 list A. border, edging, strip OE.; B. 
tboundary; pl. barrier enclosing space for 
tilting XIV. OE. liste = MDu. lijste (Du. 
lijst), OHG. lista (G. leiste) :- Germ. *Iiston, 
which was adopted in Rom. as F. liste, It. 
lista. In its application to tilting used to 
repr. OF. lisse (mod. lice) = Pr. lisa, plau
sibly referred to Germ. *listj6n, f. *Iiston. 

list' list the pleasing OE.; (arch.) desire. 
XIV. OE. lystan = OS. lustian (Du. lusten), 
OHG. lusten (G. lilsten), ON. lysta :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) "'lustjan, f. *lust
pleasure, LUST. Hence list sb. tpleasure, 
desire XIII; whence li·stLESs without zest or 
spirit XV. 

lists list (arch.) listen. OE. hlystan, f. hlyst 
hearing, corr. to OS., 0~. hlust :- Germ. 
"'xlustiz :-IE. *'klustis (cf. Skr. irufti obedi
ence), f. "'klus-, extension of "'klu- hear (see 

LITIUA 

LOUD). So listen Ji-sn OE. hlysnan, corr. 
to MHG. lusenen :- WGerm. "'xlusin6jan; 
cf. OE. hlosnian listen :- *xlusn6jan. 

~ist4 list catalogue of names, etc. XVII (Sh.). 
- F. liste (XVI) = Sp., It. lista presumably 
identical with LIST', the special application 
being developed from 'strip' (of paper). 
Hence list vb. XVIL 

list5 list careening or inclination of a ship. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. So list vb, XVII. 

Listerian listi:!•ri:!n pert. to the antiseptic 
methods of surgery promoted by Sir Joseph 
(later Lord) Lister; see -IAN. r88o. 

litany li•t:!ni liturgical form of supplication. 
XIII. ME. letanie (later assim. to L.)- OF. 
letanie (mod. litanie) = Pr., Sp. letania, etc. 
-ecclL.litania (whence in OE.letania)- Gr. 
litaneia prayer, entreaty, f. litanos suppliant, 
f. lid supplication, litesthai entreat. 

litchi, lichi li·tJi Chinese fruit. XVI (lechia, 
lichea). Chinese, f. li-tchi. 

-lite lait final el. in many names of minerals, 
repr. F. -lite (in G. -lit, -lith), Gr.lithos stone 
(which is repr. directly by -lith in monolith, 
etc., LITHO-). 

literal li·ter:!l pert. to the or a letter or let
ters. XIV. -(O)F.literal or late L.lit(t)eralis, 
f. lit(t)era LETTER; see -AL1• So li·terARY 
pert. to letters or literature. XVII. - L. 
li·terATE2 educated, learned xv; literary. 
XVII. - L. literatus; sb. XVI. li·teratURE 
li-t(:!)ritJu:!.I polite learning XIV; literary 
work XVIII. -(partly through F. litterature) 
L. lit(t)eratura (coli.) alphabetic letters, 
linguistic science, grammar, learning ('gram
matice, quam in Latinum transferentes 
litteraturam vocaverunt', Quintilian). lite
ratim -ei·tim letterbyletter. xvu. medL., 
after L. gradatim step by step. 

litharge li·pii.Id3 monoxide of lead. XIV. 
ME. litarge- OF. litarge (mod. litharge) 
- L. lithargyrus- Gr. lithdrguros, f. lithos 
stone+drguros silver, rei. to L. argentum 
silver, ARGENT, 

lithe1 !ail'S tgentle, mild OE. ; pliant, sup
ple xv. OE. lipe = OS. lithi, OHG. lindi 
(G. lind) soft, gentle :- WGerm. *'linpja-, 
f. Germ., IE. *len-, whence ON. linr soft, 
yielding, OE. linnan, OHG., Goth. -linnan, 
ON. linna cease (cf. L. lentus pliant, 
slow.) 

lithe2 lai5 (obs.orarch.)listen. xm. -ON. 
hlyoa, f. hlj60 listening, sound, rei. to Goth. 
hliuma sense of hearing, OE. hleopor sense 
of hearing, music, OHG. hliudar, f. "'xleu
hear, LISTs. 

lithia li·pi:! (chem.) oxide of lithium. XIX. 
modL., alteration, after soda, potassa, of 
modL. lithion (as if- Gr. lltheion, n. of 
litheios stony, f. llthos stone), applied to the 
fixed alkali to designate its mineral origin. 
Hence li·thium metallic element of the 
alkaline group. XIX; see -IUM. 
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LITHO· 

litho- lij:>o(u), lip<>· comb. form ofGr.lithos 
stone. litho·GRAPHY making designs on 
stone to be printed from. XIX (in fugitive 
senses XVIII); hence li•thOGRAPH, -GRA •PHIC. 
litho·TOMY. XVIII. - hte L. - Gr. 

lithontriptic li):><>ntri·ptik, lithonthry·ptic 
(med.) having the property of breaking up 
stone. XVII (Sir T. Browne). -F. or modL. 
!ithontripticus (corrected later to -thryp
ticzts), repr. Gr. (<Prf.pp,aKa niJv £v v<</;pot:s) :>.tOwv 
8pv1rnKa (drugs) comm:nutive of stones (in 
kidneys); assoc. with Tf"f3<w (rub) suggested 
'wearing down'. 

Lithuanian li):>juei·nian pert. to Lithuania 
and its language, a member of the LETTie 
group; see -IAN. XVII. 

litigation litigei·Jan tc.isputation XVI; legal 
proceedings XVII. - late L. l'itigatio(n-), f. 
litigat-, -are (whence litigANT, -ATE3), f. lit-, 
lis strife, lawsuit (OL. stlis) + agere do (see 
ACT). So litigrous liti·d3ias indulging in 
litigation. XIV (Wycl. :Bible). - (O)F. liti
gieux or L. litigiosus, f. litigium litigation. 

litmus li-tmas blue colouring matter from 
lichens. XVI. - ONorw. litmosi, f. ON. litr 
sb., !ita vb., whence dial. lit dye+ mosi Moss. 

litotes li-totiz (rhet.) affirmative expressed 
by the negative of the contrary, as 'a citizen 
of no mean city'. XVII. -·late L.- Gr. litotes, 
f. lit6s single, simple, meagre. 

litre li·ta~ unit of capacity in the metric 
system. XIX. -F. litre (1793), suggested by 
i"litron old measure of capacity, f. medL. 
litra - Gr. lttrii Siciliarc money of account, 
:- *li]>ra, whence also L. libra LIVRE. 

litter !i-ta~ i"bed XIII (Cursor M.); portable 
couch XIV; straw, etc., for bedding; number 
of young brought forth at a birth xv; dis
orderly accumulation o:r things lying about 
xvrrr. -AN. litere, (O;,F. litiere = Pr. lei
tiera, Sp. litera, It.lettiera :- medL.lectaria, 
f. lectus (F. lit) bed ; see LIE1• Hence li ·tter 
vb. furnish (horse, etc.) with litter XIV (Tre
visa); bring forth (young) xv (Caxton); 
strew with litter, scattet· disorderly XVIII. 

little li·tl not great or b.:g. OE. lytel = OS. 
luttil (Du. luttel), OHG. luzzil (MHG, 
G. dial. liitzel) :-WGerm. *luttila, f. *lilt-, 
repr. also by OE. lyt adv. little. Compared 
LESS, LEAST. C]J Not basically rei. to the 
synon. and similar EGerm. *litilaz, repr. 
by ON. lltill, Goth. ltitils; but the ON. 
word affected Eng. regionally, since mod. 
north. dial. latl, liil repr. ME. litel. 

littoral li ·tara! adj. pert. to the shore XVII. 
sb. region along the shore XIX. - L.littoralis, 
var. of litoralis, f. litor-, litus shore; see -AL1• 

So F. (xvm). 
liturgy li-ta~d3i servic·~ of the Eucharist ; 
form of (Christian) public worship. XVI. 
- F. liturgie or late L. li'turgia - Gr. leitour
gla public service, worBhip of the gods, f. 
leitourgos public servant, minister, f. *leitos 
public, prob. var. of liitos public (cf. *Uiton 

LLAMA 

public hall), f. Ieos, Ionic form of laos 
people+-ergos performing (see WORK); cf. 
LAY3• So li·tu·rgiC(AL). XVII. - medL. 
-Gr. 

live1 liv have life, be alive; subsist. OE. 
(i) libban, pres. libbe, liofast, liofa]>, pl. 
libba]>, pt. lifde, (ii) lifian, pt. lifode, corr. to 
OFris. libba, !iva, OS. libbian, lelion, OHG. 
!eben (G. !eben), ON. lifa live, remain, Goth. 
lihan, pt. libaida; f. CGerm. base *lio• 
remain, continue; see LIFE, LEA VE 2

• 

live• laiv living. xvr. Aphetic of ALIVE; 
rep!. older 1-lives, g. of lif LIFE. 

livelihood lai·vlihud means of living. XVI. 
Alteration, by assim. to LIVELY and -HOOD, 
of livelode course of life, conduct, main
tenance, sustenance, OE. lifliid, f. lif LIFE+ 
lad course, way (see LOAD, LODE); cf. OHG. 
libleita subsistence, provisions. 

livelong li·vlOJI), lai·vi<>IJ emotional intensive 
of the adj. long. XIV. ME. lefe Ionge, leve 
Ionge, i.e. LIEF, LONG1 ; of. G. die Liebe lange 
nacht 'the dear long night'. In XVI appre
hended as f. LIVE1 or LIVE 2, and consequently 
altered in form. 

lively lai-vli tliving; tvital OE.; vigorous, 
active XIII; life-like, animated, vivid XIV; 
gay XVI. OE. liflic, f. lif LIFE+ -lie -LY1

; cf. 
OHG. liblich, ON. lijligr. So li·veLY2 adv. 
(OE. liflice; but newly formed in XIV). 

liver li·v:~~ bile-secreting organ. OE. lifer 
= OFris. livere, MDu. lever (Du. lever), 
OHG. libara (G. Leber), ON. lifr :-Germ. 
*libra, having no certain cogns. C]J There is 
no CIE. name for the liver. 

Liverpudlian liva~pA·dlian belonging to (a 
native of) Liverpool, of which the final syll. 
was joe. altered to puddle; see -IAN. XIX. 

livery li·vari dispensing of provisions to 
retainers XIII (Cursor M.); allowance of pro
vender for horses; suit of clothes for re· 
tainers XIV; legal delivery of property xv. 
- AN.livere, (O)F.livree (whence Sp.librea, 
It. livrea), sb. use of fern. pp. of livrer DE· 
LIVER, dispense:- L. liberare; see -Y5 • 

livid li·vid of bluish leaden colour. XVII 
(Bacon). -F. livide or L. lividus, f. livere be 
bluish; see -ID1 • 

livre livr old French money of account. 
XVI. F. :- L. libra pound; cf. LIRA, LITRE. 

lixivlum liksi·viam lye. XVII. - late L., sb. 
use of n. of lixivius, f. lix ashes, lye. So 
lixi·viATE3, li:xiviA·TroN. XVII. - modL. 

lizard li·z:~~d reptile of the genus Lacerta. 
XIV. ME. lesard(e)- OF.lesard, -arde (mod. 
liz-) = Pr. lazert, Sp. lagarto, It. lacerta, 
repr. L. lacertus, lacerta, which appearsto 
be identical with lacertus muscle ; cf. the 
etym. of MUSCLE. Early forms show varia
tion of vowel (e, i, u) in the first syll. 

llama lii·ma S.-Amer. ruminant allied to 
the camel. XVI. - Sp. llama Ija·ma, cited as 
Peruvian in 1535 and 1560. 
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LLANO 

llano ljii·nou level treeless plain or steppe 
in the north of S. Amer. XVII. Sp. :- L. 
planum PLAIN. 

Lloyds loidz society of ship brokers and 
marine underwriters in London; f. name of 
Edward Lloyd, who in r688 opened a coffee
house, which was a resort of shipping under
writers; so Lloyd's News from 1696, Lloyd's 
List from 1726. 

lo lou int. repr. (i) ME. lo :- OE. lii, excl. 
of surprise, grief, or joy, (with voc.) 01; 
(ii) ME. lo, prob. short for toke :- OE. loca, 
imper. of locian LOOK (cf. north. imper. pl. 
tlos, and local Zoo thee look you). 

loach loutJ small freshwater fish, Cobitis 
barbatula. XIV. - (O)F.loche, in AL.lochia 
(c.12oo); of unkn. origin. 

load loud tcarriage OE.; burden XIII; 
transf. and fig. XVI (Sh.). OE. lad way, 
journey, conveyance= OHG. leita course, 
leading, procession (G. leite), ON. leitJ way, 
course :- Germ. "'laioo, whence "'laitJjan 
LEAD 2• The development of meaning has 
been infl. by assoc. with LADE. Cf. LODE. 
Hence vb. xv. 

loadstone, lodestone lou·dstoun magnetic 
oxide of iron ; this used as a magnet. XVI. 
f. load, LODE+STONEj lit. 'way-stone', so 
!lamed ~rom the use of the magnet in guid
mg manners. 

loaf1 louf, pl. loaves louvz thread; portion 
of bread baked in one mass OE. ; moulded 
conical mass of sugar XIV. OE. hliif = 
OHG. leip (G. laib, tleib), ON. hleijr loaf, 
Goth. hlaijs bread:- CGerm. •xlailiaz. It 
is uncertain which was the primary sense 
'bread' or 'loaf'. t1f Adoptions from Germ: 
are OS!. chlebzl (Russ. khleb), Lith. kliepas 
Finnish leipii, etc. ' 

loaf2 louf (orig. U.S.) spend time idly. XIX. 
pro_b. back-formation from contemp. loafer, 
whtch may be based on G. landliiufer vaga
bond, tramp (whence U.S. landloafer), f. 
land LAND1+laufen (dial. lofen) run, LEAP1• 

loam loum tclay, earth OE.; clay moistened 
to form a paste XV; fertile soil mixture XVII. 
OE.lam = (M)Du.leem, MLG.lem (whence 
G. lehm), rei. to OHG. leimo (G. dial. leimen) 
:- WGerm. *'laimaz, *laimon, f. *lai- *li-
be sticky (see LIME1). ' 

loan Io~:~n tgift, grant OE.; thing lent, act 
of lendmg XIII. -ON. ldn, corr. to OE. 
lren (see LEND), MDu. lene (Du.leen), OHG. 
Iehan (G. lelm) :-Germ. *'laixzvniz -az- :
IE. *'loiqnes-, -os- ( cf. Skr. rehna; inheri
tance, wealth), f. *loiq- *leiq- "'liq-, repr. 
also by Gr. lelpein leave, L. linquere (cf. 
DELINQUENT, RELINQUISH), Goth. [eihwan, 
OHG. lihan (G. leihen), OE. leon lend. 
Hence vb. XVI (latterly esp. U.S.). comp. 
loa·nwoRD word adopted from another 
language c. r86o; after G. lehnwort (Ebel, 
1856). 

LOCIDA 

loath, loth loup thostile; thateful, loath
some OE.; (f. the vb.) disinclined, unwilling 
XIV. OE. la}> = OFris. leed, OS. leo (Du. 
leed), OHG. leid (cf. G. leid sorrow, pain, 
Leider prop. compar. unfortunately), ON. 
leior :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *lai}>az, 
adopted in Rom. as F. laid, Pr. lait (whence 
It. laido) ugly. So loathe louo be hateful 
OE.; be averse to, (later) dislike intensely 
xn. OE. la}>ian = OS. lethon, ON. leilJa :
•Zaipojan. Hence loa·thLY1• OE. la}>lic = 
OS. letJlik, etc. loa·thsoME'. xm. 

lob l\lb tpollack XIV; (dial.) bumpkin XVI; 
pendulous object XVII; lump XIX. prob. of 
Low Du. origin and repr. adoptions of vari
ous dates and sources; cf. EFris. lob(be) 
hanging lump of flesh, MLG., tDu. lobbe, 
lubbe hanging lip, Du.lobbes bumpkin, gawk. 
Hence lob vb. droop XVI ; move or throw 
heavily XIX (whence lob sb. a slow ball). 

lobby lg·bi t(perh.) monastic cloister XVI; 
passage or corridor attached to a building 
XVI (Sh.), spec. in the House of Commons 
XVII. - medL. lobium, lobia (see LODGE); 
prob. orig. in monastic use. 

lobe loub roundish projecting part forming 
a division of an organ. XVI. - late L. lobus 
- Gr. lob6s lobe of ear or liver, capsule, pod 
:- *logwos, rei. to *legw- in Gr. Ubinthoi 
peas, L. legiimen pod, legula lobe of the ear. 
Solo·bATE2 (nat.hist.)lobed. XVIII. -modL. 
lobuLE lg•bjiil smalJ lobe. XVII. - modL. 

lobelia loubi·lia genus of herbaceous plants. 
XVIII. modL., f. name of Matthias de Lobel 
(1538-r6r6), botanist to James I; see -IA1• 

loblolly Jg·blg:Ji thick gruel xvr; bumpkin 
XVII. perh. f. dial. lob eat or drink up noisily 
+lolly broth, soup. So prob. lo•bscouse 
lg·bskaus dish of meat stewed with vege
tables and ship's biscuit xvn; in Da. lap
skaus, Du. lapskous. 

lobster lg·bsta.I large marine crustacean. 
OE. loppestre, lopystre, lopustre- L. locusta 
crustacean, LOCUST, with unexpl. p for c, 
and -stre after agent-nouns in -stre -STER 
(cf. OE. myltestre- L. meretrix). 

local lou·kal pert. to (a) place. xv (l. colour 
xvm). - (O)F. local-late L. localis, f. locus 
place ; see -AL 1 • So locale loukii ·1 locality 
with special reference ; later form of local 
xvm. - F.local,sb. use of the adj. localiTY 
louk~e·liti. xvn. -F. or late L. locATE' 
loukei·t appoint the place of. xvm. f. L. 
locat-, locare, f. locus. locA·TION hiring; 
placing. XVI. - L. locATIVE Jg·k- (gram.). 
XIX; first used in treating of Skr. grammar. 

loch Jgx (Sc.) Jake. XIV (Barbour). -Gaelic 
loch ; cf. LOUGH. 

lochia. Jg· kia discharge from uterus after 
childbirth. XVII. modL. - Gr. [Qkhia, sb. 
use of n. pl. of l6khios pert. to childbirth, 
f. l6khos lying-in (see LIE1). 
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LOCK 

lock1 l<>k division of a head of hair. OE. Zoe, 
corr. to OFris., OS. lok, MDu. locke, Du. 
lok, OHG. Zoe, G. locke, ON. lokkr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) "'lokkaz, "'lukkaz (cf. 
ON. lykkja loop, bend) :- "'lugnos, f. IE. 
•tug-, whence Gr. lugos withy, lugoun, lugi
zein bend, Lith. pallugnus compliant. For
mally coincident and perh. ult. identical 
with next. 

lock2 l<>k A. contrivance for fastening a 
door, etc. OE. ; mechanism of discharge in 
fire-arms XVI; B. barrier on a river XIII ( ?) ; 
C. (? f. the vb.) interlocking grip XVI. OE. 
Zoe = OFris. lok lock, OS. lok hole, OHG. 
loh (G. loch) hole, ON. lok lid, end, conclu
sion (Goth. has uslluk opening) :-Germ. 
•tokam, •tukam, f. "'luk- *liik- close, enclose, 
whence CGerm. str. vb. "'liikan, OE. liican, 
pt. leac, pp. locen, which was finally rep!. by 
a new deriv. lock vb. of the native sb. or an 
adoption of ON.lofw (xm, Cursor M.). The 
diversity of meaning in the Germ. words 
suggests that several independent derivs. of 
the base may have coalesced in form. 

lock• l<>k as in lock hospital (for venereal 
diseases). XVII (The Lock). The 'Lock 
lazar-house' in Southwark (mentioned 1452) 
became such a hospital, whence the name 
was generalized; perh. orig. so called be
cause specially isolated (LOCK 2). 

-lock, suffix surviving only in WEDLOCK, repr. 
OE. -lac, the second el. of some twelve 
comps., in which it may be rendered 'actions 
or proceedings, practice', as beadolac,jeoht
[dc, heajJolac fighting, warfare, brydldc nup
tials, reajlac robbery, wedlac pledge-giving, 
espousals, nuptials; = ON. -leikr, identical 
with lac play, sport, ON. leikr, Goth. laiks 
dance, rei. to a vb. repr. by OE.lacan, MLG. 
liken, ON. leika (surviving in north. Eng. 
dial. laik play), further connected with 
various vbs. of the IE. group applied to 
activities such as playing, leaping, springing, 
dancing, fighting. 

locker la•bl box with a lock. xv. prob. of 
LDu. origin (cf. Flem. Ioker, Kilian); see 
LOCK 2, -ER1, and for the formationcf. dra~J,!er. 

locket Ia·kit tiron cross-bar of a window 
XIV; metal plate on a scabbard XVI; tgroup 
of jewels in a pattern; tcatch or spring to 
fasten an ornament; small case hung as an 
ornament from the neck xvu. -OF. locquet 
(mod. loquet latch), dim. of (chiefly AK) loc 
latch, lock f. the Germ. source of LOCK 2• 

lockram la·kr::.m linen fabric. xv. - F. 
locrenan, f. Locronan, name of a village in 
Brittany, the place of manufacture; for the 
m cf. buckram. 

locomotive lou·k::.moutiv, lou:k::.mou·tiv 
pert. to locomotion; moving by its own 
powers XVII; of mechanism (e.g. locomotive 
engine, whence locomotive sb.) XIX. - modL. 
locomotivus, f. L. loco, abl. of locus place·+· 
m6tivus MOTIVE, after scholastic L. in loco 
moveri = moveri lociiliter move by change of 

LOGANBERRY 

position in space (cf. Aristotle's ~ KaTa To1Tov 

Ktvrya<s). So locoMO"TION. xvn. (F. loco
motif, -motion are from Eng.) lo·coMOTOR 
sb. something having locomotive power 
XIX (Lamb); adj. (after F. locomoteur) pert. 
to locomotion (spec. in anat. and path.). 

locum tenens lou·k::.m ti·nenz temporary 
deputy. xvn (earlier Sc. tlocumtenent xv). 
medL., 'one holding the place (of another)'; 
L. locum, ace. of locus place, and tenens, prp. 
of tenere hold; cf. LIEUTENANT, TENANT. 

locus lou·k;Js place, locality (spec. in 
math.). XVIII. L., 'place'; cf. LIEU. 

locust lou·bst A. destructive insect migrat
ing in swarms XIII; B. fruit of the carob 
(supposed to have been the food of John the 
Baptist); carob-tree, etc. XVII. - (O)F. 
locuste- L. !Ocusta locust, lobster or cray
fish, held to be rei. to Gr. lekiln leap. 

locution lokju·J;Jn tutterance; form of 
expression xv. - (O)F. locution or L. locii
tio(n-), f. locii.t-, pp. stem of loquitalk, speak; 
see -TION. 

lode loud tway, journey OE. ; watercourse; 
loadstone XVI; vein of ore (pro b. after G. 
tleite) XVII. OE. lad LOAD, of which lode is 
a sp.-var. appropriated to the above 
meanings. lodesTAR lou·dstaJ pole star, 
guiding star. XIV (Ch.); cf. ON. lei8astfarna, 
MHG. leit(e)sterne. lodeSTONE see LOAD
STONE. 

lodge lad3 small house, tent, arbour XIII; 
small lodging, cottage, etc. xv. :\1E. log(g)e 
- (O)F. loge arbour, summer-house, hut 
(mod. hut, cottage, box at a theatre, etc.) = 
Pr. lotja, Pg. loja, It. loggia :- medL. laubia, 
lobia LOBBY- Germ. *laubja (OHG.louppea, 
louba sheltered or shady place, booth, hut, 
MHG. loube porch, balcony, hall, G. laube 
arbour, summer-house), prob. f. *lauoam 
LEAF (cf. ME. lefsel arbour), but Kluge sug
gests connexion with ON. lopt LOFT. 

loess lou·es, los (geol.) deposit of loam. XIX. 
G. l6"ss f. Swiss G. l6"sclz 'loose', f. l(fsen :
"' !Osjan, f. *los- LOOSE. 

loft lOft tair, sky (see also ALOFT) OE.; 
upper chamber, attic XIII; gallery, floor, 
storey XVI. Late OE. loft - 0:-.i. lopt (pro
nounced loft) air, upper room, balcony, rei. 
to LIFT. Hence lo·ftY1• XVI ; first recorded in 
fig. meanings, and even when literal always 
with rhetorical or emotional implications. 

log1 lag bulky mass of wood XIV (Trevisa); 
(naut.) apparatus for calculating a ship's 
speed consisting of a thin wooden float 
attached to a line XVI. pro b. earlier; cf. 
AL. loggiare cut into logs XIII ; of unkn. 
origin. In naut. sense (which is held by 
some to go back to Arab.lau!;, tablet) adopted 
in F. loch, tlok, Du., G., Da. log, Sw. logg. 

log• lilg (colloq.) short for LOGARITHM, 

loganberry lou·g::.nbe·ri cultivated bram
ble named after J. H. Logan, of U.S.A., by 
whom it was first grown in r88r. 
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LOGA<EDIC 

logaredic l<Jg<~i·dik (pros.) composed of 
dactyls combined with trochees or of ana
prests with iambs. XIX. - late L. logaa!dicus 
-Gr. logaoidikos, f. logos speech + aoidt 
song; see LOGOS, ODE, -IC. 

logarithm l<J•g<~ri]:>m (math.) one of a class 
of functions invented by John Napier of 
Merchiston (d. 1617) used for abridging 
calculations. XVII. - modL. logarithmus 
(Napier 1614), f. Gr. logos ratio+arithmos 
number (cf. LOGOS, ARITHMETIC), perh. 
based on Gr. O.pdJI-'wv .\oyos arithm6n logos 
ratio of numbers (Archimedes III B.c.). 

logger-head l<J·g<~Jhed tblockhead xvr 
(Sh.); large head xvr (applied to large
headed animals XVII); instrument with a long 
handle and bulbous head; at loggerheads 
quarrelling XVII. prob. f. logger (recorded 
only in mod. dialects but prob. earlier) 
hobble for horses, a deriv. of LOG+HEAD. 

loggia l<J·d3i<1 open gallery or arcade. XVII. 
Jt.; see LODGE. 

logic l<J·d3ik science that treats of forms of 
thinking XIV; logical argumentation XVII. 
- (O)F. logique -late ~· logica- Gr. logikt 
(Cicero), for he logike tekhne the art of 
reasoning; logikt, fern. of logikos, f. logos 
reasoning, discourse (see LOGos). So lo·gi
CAL. XVI. - medL. logiCIAN l0d3i•J<~n. XIV. 
- (O)F. logicien. 

Iogie lou·gi zinc ornament giving the effect 
of jewellery. xrx. f. name of the 19th-cent. 
inventor, David Logie. 

logistic lod3i ·stik pert. to calculation ; pl. art 
of arithmetical calculation. XVII. - late L. 
logisticus- Gr.logistikos, f.logizesthai reckon, 
f. logos calculation; see LOGos, -ISTIC. 

logistics lod3i•stiks art of moving and 
quartering troops and naval units. xrx. -F. 
logistique, f. lager quarter, LODGE; see -ISTIC, 
-res. 

logo- I<J·go(u), I<Jga· comb. form of Gr. 
logos mainly in the sense of 'word' (see next). 
The earliest recorded Eng. words are: lo·go
griph kind of enigma involving words (xvr), 
-F. logogriphe, f. Gr. logos+griphos fishing
basket, riddle ; logo·machy contention 
about words (xvr)- Gr.logomakhiii. Modern 
are logo·LATRY (Coleridge), lo·goTYPE type 
of several letters cast in one piece. c. IBis. 

logos la·gas 'the Word' of John i 1. xvr. Gr. 
logos account, ratio, reason, argument, dis
course, saying, (rarely) word, rei. to Ugein 
gather, choose, recount, say (see LECTION). 

-Iogue lag, U.S. -log, repr. Gr. -logos, 
-logon speaking or treating of, chiefly through 
F., as analogue, catalogue, dialogue, mono
logue. Words with this ending designating 
persons are now rare or obsolescent {except 
ideologue, Sinologue), derivs. in -lager, -logist, 
-logian being gen. preferred; cf. tastrologue, 
tphilologue, ttheolof(ue and astrologer, philo
logist, theologian. The living formative is 

LOLLOP 

-logist l<1d3ist (f. -LOGY+-rsT, sometimes 
after F., e.g. etymologist); -loger l:~d3:~~ 
survives in astrologer, -logian lou•d3i;m in 
theologian, which are the earliest formations 
of their kind. 

-logy l:~d3i repr. F. -Iogie, medL. -logia, 
Gr. -logfii, which is partly f. logos discourse, 
speech, partly f. log-, var. of leg-, Ugein 
speak; hence derivs. in -logia mean either 
(1) saying or speaking in such-and-such a 
way, as brachylogy, eulogy, tautology, or (2) 
the science or study with which a person 
(designated by -logos -LOGIST, -LOGER, etc.) 
is concerned, or that deals with a certain 
subject. Of the latter class, the first el. is a 
sb. and in combination ends in o, so that the 
regular form of such words is in -ology; ex
ceptions are PETRALOGY and MINERALOGY, 
Modern formations in -logy imply correl. 
formations in -lo·grcAL, formerly also, now 
rarely, -lo·grc (F. -logique, L. -logicus, Gr. 
-logikos) and -logist (see prec.). 

loin loin part of the body between short ribs 
and hip-bone. xrv. -OF.loigne, eastern var. 
of Ionge (in modF. loin of veal, = Pr.lonza, 
Sp.lonja) :-Rom. *'lumbia, fern. of *'lumbeus 
LUMBAR, f. lumbus loin :- *'londhwos; rei. to 
OE. lendenu pl. loins, OS. lenditz, OHG. pl. 
lentin (G. lende), ON. lend, perh. :-Germ. 
*'landwinjii (*'londhw-); cf. OS!. l~dvija 
(*'landlzw-), OE.lundlaga kidney, ON.lundir 
loins. 

loiter loi-taJ idle, (later) linger indolently. 
Late ME. lotere xrv (PPI.), loytre xv (Promp. 
Parv.), later leut(e)re XVI; perh. introduced 
by vagrants from the Low Countries and 
- MDu. loteren wag about, Du. leuteren 
shake, totter, dawdle (oi repr. Du. ii), f. base 
repr. also in MDu. lutsen wag about. Cf. 
G. lottern. (j[ The solitary ME. instance of 
prp. loltrande (xr), corrected by some to 
loitrande, may be a deriv. of LOLL. 

loll lal droop, dangle (intr. and trans.); lean 
idly xrv; hang out (the tongue) XVII (Sh.). 
perh. f. a base ult. identical with that of tlill 
(xvr) hang out the tongue; the orig. meaning 
may have been 'allow to hang loose'. 

Lollard la·la.rd contemptuous name for 
certain heretics. xrv (implied in lollardy, 
Gower). - MDu. lollaerd lit. mumbler, 
mutterer, f. lollen mumble; see -ARD. The 
Du. name was orig. applied c.1300 to the 
Cellite or Alexian fraternity, also called 
lollebroeders, which was devoted to pious 
works, and later passed to other bodies, with 
implication of pretensions to piety and hu
mility. (j[ The by-form tlo·ller (Ch., PP!.) 
was current till xvr ; as a personal designa
tion Lollere occurs xn. 

lollipop la·lipap sweetmeat. xvm. perh. f. 
dial. lolly tongue (cf. LOLL)+PoP. 

lollop l:l'l<~p lounge, walk with lounging 
gait XVIII; bob up and down awkwardly xrx. 
prob. f. LOLL, by assoc. with trollop. 
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LOMBARD 

Lombard lA·mb:ud one of the Langobardi 
who conquered Italy in VI and from whom 
Lombardy took its name; native of Lom
bardy; money-changer or banker of this 
nationality XIV (whence Lombard Street in 
London, and Rue des Lombards in Paris); 
thank, pawnshop XVII. - MDu., MLG.lom
baerd or F. lombard- It. Iombardo, repr. 
medL. Lango-, Longobardus- Germ. * Laygo
baroaz, -on (OE. pl. Langbeardas, -an, ON. 
Langbaraar), f. *layga- LONG1 +ethnic name 
Bardi. See LUMBER2• 

lone loun solitary. XIV. Aphetic of ALONE. 
Hence lo·neLY1 XVI, lo·neSOME1 XVII. 

long1 lo>l) great from end to end. OE. lang, 
long = OFris., OS. lang, long, OHG. lang 
(Du., G. lang), ON. langr, Goth. laggs :
CGerm. *laygaz. The nature of the rela
tion with L.longus, Ir.long long, and Gaulish 
longo- (in a proper name) is disputed, and 
the connexion formerly held between these 
and synon. Gr. dolikh6s (cf. DOLICHO
CEPHALIC), OSJ. d[i1gli, Skr. dirghas, etc., is 
now gen. discarded. 

long2 lo>IJ tA. grow long OE.; B. (impers.) 
arouse desire in OE. ; have a yearning desire 
xm. OE. langian = OS. langon (MDu. 
langen seem long, desire, extend, offer (Du. 
Iangen offer, present), OHG. langen impers. 
(G. langen reach, extend, suffice), ON. Zanga 
impers. and pers. desire, long :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *laygojan, *lavgrejan, f. 
*laygaz LONG1• 

-long lo>l) suffix forming advs., first appears 
in endlong (xm), in which it is orig. the adj. 
LONG, but in analogical formations like 
headlong, sidelong, it has, by assoc. with 
-ling, assumed its meaning. 

longanimity lo>l)g:mi•miti long-suffering. 
xv. -late L. longanimitds, f. longanimis (f. 
longus long, animus mind), after Gr. makro
thumiti; see -ITY. 

longevity lo>nd3e·viti long life. XVII. -late L. 
longmvitds, f. longmvus (after Gr. makralon), 
f. longus 1ong+mvum age (cf. AY1); see -ITY. 

longitude h>·nd3itjiid length (spec. east or 
west in geog. and astron. ; see LATITUDE fli ). 
XVI (Trevisa, Ch.). - L. longitudo, f. longus 
LONG1 ; see -TUDE and cf. (O)F. longitude. 

long-shore lo>•IJJ5:u frequenting the shore. 
XIX. Aphetic of alongshore (XVIII), i.e. ALONG, 
SHORE1 ; cf. (a)cross-country, cRoss3• Hence 
longshoreMAN. 

long-su·fferANCE (arch.) long-suffering sb. 
(Tindale), adj. (Coverdale). XVI. 

loo Iii round card game. XVII. Shortening 
of lanterloo (xvn)- F. lantur(e)lu, orig. re
frain of a song popular in XVII. Hence loo 
vb. subject to a forfeit at loo. XVII. 

Iooby lii•bi lazy fellow, lout. XIV (lobye, 
PPI.). Of unkn. origin; prob. rei. to LOB. 

loofah lu·fa fibrous substance of a plant 
used as sponge. XIX. Egyptian Arab. liifah. 

LOP 

look luk direct one's sight OE.; have a cer
tain appearance XIII. OE. locian = OFris. 
*lokia (WFris. loaitsje), OS. lokon, MDu. 
loeken :- WGerm. *lokojan, parallel to 
*logrejan, whence OHG. luogen (G. dial. 
lug en) see, look, spy; no further cogns. are 
known. Hence look sb. XII. 

loom1 liim tool; bucket, tub XIII; weaving 
machine xv (for earlier zveblome 'weaving 
implement' XIV). ME. lome, aphetic of 
OE. geloma utensil, implement, f. coil. ge
Y- + *loma, as in andloman pl. apparatus, 
furniture. 

loom 2 liim (orig. naut.) move slowly up and 
down; appear indistinctly. XVI. pro b. of 
LDu. origin; cf. EFris. lomen (whence Sw. 
dial. loma) move slowly, rei. to MHG. 
liiemen be weary, f. liieme slack, soft. 

loon1 liin (chiefly north. and Sc.) rogue, 
scamp xv; man of low birth or condition, 
boor, clown; fellow, boy, lad XVI. orig. 
north. and Sc. in forn1s showing ii, which 
vowel has been preserved in the transference 
to Southern English. 

loon2 liin name of various aquatic birds. 
xvrr. pro b. alteration of loom guillemot, etc. 
(xvn)- ON. l6mr. 

loony lii·ni (sl.) lunatic. XIX. f. LUNjATIC, 
and assoc. with LOON1 ; see -Y1 • 

loop liip A. opening in a wall to look or 
shoot through XIV (hence loop-hole XVI); B. 
doubling upon itself of a string, etc. XIV; 
curved piece or part XVII. In sense A identi
cal with AL. loupa (xrv) loop-hole, of unkn. 
origin. The identity of later senses is not 
certain. In the sense 'outlet, means of 
escape' loop-hole was perh. infl. by Du. 
loopgat, f. loopen run+gat way, GATE. 

loose liis unbound, unattached XIII; not 
close XIV; not careful, inexact xv.rr (Sh.). 
ME. l{)s (north. lous)- ON. lauss = OE. 
leas lying, untrue, OFris. las, OS., OHG. 
los, Goth. laus :- CGerm. *lausaz, f. IIIP[aus
*leus- *lus- j see LOSE, LEASI};G, -LESS. 
Hence loose vb. set free, undo. XIII (louse). 
loo·sENs. XIV; cf. ON.losna get free. 

loosestrife lii·sstraif Lysimachia vulgaris 
(tL. lutea, Yellow L.), Lythrum Salicaria 
(tLysimachia purpurea, Purple L.). xvr 
(Turner). tr. L. lysimachia (- Gr. lusi
mdkheion), ace. to a misconception (as old as 
Pliny) that it is directly f. Gr. lusi-, comb. 
form of lz1ein LOOSE+mdkhe strife, whereas 
it is f. Luslmakhos, the personal name of its 
discoverer, an application of the adj. lusf
makhos loosing (i.e. ending) strife. Hence vb. 

loot liit war booty. XIX. -Hindi liit, repr. 
either Skr. liitra, liiptra booty, spoil (f. lup 
= mp break), or Skr. ltttlt rob. 

lop1 lo>p cut off branches, etc. of. OE. •top
pian, implied in pp. lopped ( mt loppede thorne, 
Birch 'Cartularium Saxonicum' iii 240); cf. 
AL. loppiire (xv); perh. f. *lup-, and rei. to 
Lith. lupti strip, peel. Hence lop sb. 
smaller branches or twigs. xv. 



LOP 

lop1 lop hang loosely. XVI. rei. to LOB. 
Hence lop-ear(ed), XVII. lop-sided. XIX 
(earlier lap- xvm). 

lope loup (dial.) leap xv; run with long 
bounding strides XVI. var. of dial. loup (XIV) 
- ON. hlaupa LEAP. 

lophiodon lofah'Jdnn (geol.) genus of fossil 
mammals. XIX. modL., f. Gr.lOphion, dim. 
of lOphos crest+ odont- TOOTH. 

loquacious lokwei·f:}s talking much. XVII 
(Milton). f. L. loquiici-, loquiix, f. loqui; see 
LOCUTION, -IOUS. So loquaCITY li\kwre·siti 
XVII. -F.- L. 

loquat lou·kwret fruit of Eriobotrya japo
nica. XIX. -Chinese luh kwat 'rush orange'. 

lorch(a) l5·.Itf(;J) fast vessel of Chinese rig. 
XVII. - Pg. lorcha, of unkn. origin. 

lord I5.Id master, ruler, thus band OE.; de
signation of rank XIV; peer of the realm xv. 
OE. hliiford, once hliifweard :- *xlaioward-, 
f. *xlaio- LOAF + *ward- keeper, WARD1. 

The etymol. sense expresses the relation of 
the head of a household to his dependants 
who 'eat his bread' (cf. OE. hliifiEta 'bread
eater', servant, and the similar G. brotherr 
'bread-lord', employer, Sw. matmoder, etc., 
'meat-mother', mistress). The word is, like 
LADY, a peculiarly Eng. formation (late 
Olcel. ldvari'Jr is from ME.). It was reduced 
to one syll. (XIV) by the fall of v in loverd and 
coalescence of the vowels. Hence vb. XIII. 
lo·rdLY1• OE. hliifordlic. lo·rdSHIP. OE. 
hliifordscipe. 

lore1 !5;JJ: teaching; doctrine; learning. OE. 
liir = OFris. liire, OS., OHG. lera (Du. leer, 
G. lehre) :- \VGerm. *laizo, f. *lais- LEARN. 

lore2 15;JJ: (nat. hist.) strap-like part. XIX. 
- L. lorum strap. 

lorgnette l5mje·t eye-glasses, opera-glass. 
XIX. F., f. lorgner squint, f. lorgne squinting. 
So lorgnon l5·mj5. XIX. 

loricate liJ·rikeit having armour of plates or 
scales. XIX. - L. loriciitus, f. lorica breast
plate, f. lorum strap; see -ATE2• 

lorikeet liJrikH Malay parrot. xvm. f. 
LORY+ -keet, of PARAKEET. 

Iorimer, -iner liJ·rim;J.I, -iniJ.I (hist.) maker 
of horses' bits, spurrier, etc. XIII (AncrR.). 
-OF. loremier, lorenier, f. lorain strap of 
harness:- Rom. *loriinum, f. L. lorum strap, 
thong; see -ER 2• t;j[ Lorimer survives in the 
title of a London livery company and as a 
surname. 

loriot liJ·ri;Jt golden oriole. XVII. - F.loriot, 
for l' oriot, with clef. art. incorporated; oriot 
is an unexpl. alteration of oriol ORIOLE. 

loris 15·ris kind of lemur. xvm. -F. loris 
(Buffon), said to be- Du. tloeris booby, 
clown. 

lorn 15m flost; (arch.) FORLORN. XIII (Cur
sor M.). contr. form of loren, pp. of OE. 
leosan, ME. leese (see LOSE), of which it is 
the only surviving part. 

LOTIO 

lorry, lurry liJ·ri, lA·ri long waggon with
out sides. XIX. Of north-country origin; 
the sp. laurie in the minutes of a meeting of 
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway of 
3 Dec. r834 suggests that the vehicle was 
called after an inventor named Laurie. 

lory 15·ri parrot-like bird of the Far East, 
etc. XVII. - Mahiy liiri, dial. var. of niiri, 
whence nory: earlier lourey, lowry, the pre
sent lory being due to Buffon's form Iori. 

rose lii.z pt., pp.lost lllst orig. intr. fperish, 
pass. be lost be brought to destruction ; in late 
Nhb. OE. appears in trans. senses f(i) de
stroy, (ii) become unable to find, in the latter 
meaning finally rep!. fleese (OE. leosan). 
OE. losian, losode, gelosod, f. los (see Loss); 
corr. to OS. losian, -on (MLG. losen) be
come free, ON. losa loosen, refl. get loose. 
The normal repr. of losian would be louz, 
which is found in dial., and is reflected by 
the sp. lose. The pronunc. hiz is presum
ably due to the infl. of loose. 

losel lou·z;Jl (arch.) profligate, scoundrel. 
XIV. pro b. f. los-, stem of LOSE; cf. synon. 
f[ore[ (XIV), f. loren LORN, and BROTHEL, f. 
bropen, pp. of breopan be ruined; see -EL1• 

losh liJf (Sc.) deformation of LoRD (cf. 
GOSH), used in excls. XVIII. 

loss Ills fact of losing or being deprived. 
XIV (PPI., Ch.). prob. back-formation from 
lost, pp. of LOSE; cf. the synon. con temp. 
flost (Trevisa, Ch.). Not continuing OE. 
los (only in phr. to lose to destruction), corr. 
to OHG. (far)lor, ON. los, f. Germ. *lus
*laus- (see LESS, LOOSE), *Zeus- (OE. leosan, 
whence ME. Ieese lose, and LORN; also 
forleosan, whence FORLORN), extension of IE. 
*lou- *leu- *lu- (Gr. luein set free, L. luere, 
solvere pay, SOLVE). 

lot liJt object used in deciding a matter by 
appeal to chance; what falls to a person thus 
OE. ; prize in a lottery XVI; plot of land 
XVII ; set of articles XVIII ; party or set XVI ; 
large number XIX. OE. hlot portion, choice, 
decision, corr. to OFris. hlot, MLG. lot, 
(M)Du. lot, ON. hlutr, hluti; f. *xlut- (also 
in OE. hlyt lot), rei. to *xleut-, in OE. 
hleotan, OS. hliotan, OHG. lio:s-an, ON. 
hljota cast lots, obtain by lot, and to *xlaut-, 
in OE. hliet (:- *xlautiz), OS. hlot, OHG. 
(h)lo:s- (G. Zoos, los), Goth. hlauts lot; the 
primary Germ. sense is unknown. t;j[ The 
Germ. word appears in F.lot, It. lotto LOTTO, 
Sp., Pg. lote. Cf. ALLOT, LOTTERY. 

lotion lou·J;Jn liquid preparation for ex
ternal use XIV; twashing XVI. - (O)F. lotion 
or L. lotio(n-) washing, f. lot-, laut-, pp. 
stem of laviire LAVE; see -TION. 

lottery liJ't;Jri scheme for distributing 
prizes by lot. XVI. prob.- Du. loterif (early 
XVI), whence modL. loteria; cf. F. loterie, 
- Du., or It. lotteria; see LOT, -ERY. 

lotto liJ·tou, loto lou·tou card game on the 
principle of a lottery. xvm. - It. lotto or its 
deriv. F. toto; see LOT. 
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LOTUS 

lotus lou·t;,s plant yielding a soporific fruit· 
water-lily of Asia, etc. xvr. - L. lotus - Gr: 
lotOs, of Semitic origin. 

loud laud strongly impressing the sense of 
hearing. OE. hliid = OFris. (h)liid, OS. 
hliid (Du. luid), OHG. hMt (G. laut) :
WGerm. *xluoaz :- IE. *klilt6s, pp. of 
*kleu- *klu- hear, a base of very wide ex
tent, whence also Gr. kluein hear, klut6s 
famous, kliFOS glory, L. cluere be famed, 
W. clywed heard, Olr. roJchluiniur I heat'! 
OS!. slava glory, slovo word, Arm. lu known 
Skr. Jru hear, Jravas glory. Cf. LIST 3• «] Fo; 
the pp. formation cf. cold, old, sad, uncouth, 
and G. satt, zart. 

Iough lox in Ireland = Sc. LOCH. XIV. ME. 
lowe, lo;e, lou(g)h, repr. OE. (1\hb.) luh 
pool, strait, gulf- Ir. loch; the normal pro
nunc. of the Eng. word has been superseded 
by that of Ir. loch. 

louis lii'i French gold coin. xvu. In full 
louis d'or (of gold); application of the name 
of many French kings :- Ludovicus, latiniza
tion of G. Ludwig. 

lounge laund3 move lazily XVI; recline 
lazily XVII. perh. f. tlungis lout, laggard 
-OF. longis :- L. Longinus name of the cen
turion who pierced the body of our Lord 
with a spear. Hence sb. xvm. 

loup laup (Sc.) leap. XIV (Barbour). - 0~. 
hlaupa LEAP. Also sb.- ON. hlaup. 

lour lau·:u look sullen XIII (King Horn); be 
dark and threatening xv. Of unkn. origin· 
similar forms in other langs. are not re~ 
corded early enough to be seriously consi
dered as the source, nor are their meanings 
for the most part appropriate, viz. 1\IHG., 
MLG. liiren (G. lauern) lie in wait, early 
modDu. loeren frown, look askance (now 
only) lie in wait. tJr In the second sense 
coincident in sp. and partly in meaning with 
LOWER vb. descend. 

louse laus parasitic insect, Pediculus OE. 
liis, pl. lys (lice lais) = MLG., MDu. 
OHG. liis (Du. luis, G. laus), ON. his:_: 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic); cf. W. lleuen, pl. [au. 
Hence lousY1 lau·zi. XIV. 

lout !aut awkward ill-mannered fellow. xvr. 
perh. f. tlout vb. bend or bow low (OE. 
liitan = ON. hita). 

louver Iii ·v;~I dome on a roof xrv; series of 
sloping boards to admit air and exclude rain 
xvr. -OF. lover, -ier skylight, pro b.- Germ. 
form rei. to those cited s. v. LODGE. 

lovage IA·vid3 plant-name. XIV. ME. 
lov(e)ache, alteration (as if love-ache 'love 
parsley'; ME.- (O)F. ache parsley:- L. 
apiurn) of OF. levesche, luvesche (mod. 
liveche) :-late L. levisticurn (sc. apium) for 
earlier ligusticurn, n. of ligusticus Ligu;ian. 
tJf From medL. lubisticurn (for levisticum) 
were adopted OE.lufestice, OHG.lubestecco 
-stichal (G. liebstockel). ' 

love lAv strongaffectionorattachment. OE. 
luju = OFris. luve, OHG. luba :- *luoo 

LUBBER 

(cf. Goth. brojmtlubo brotherly love), f· 
weak grade of WGerm. *leuo- *lauo- *luo-• 
repr. also by OS. lubig loving, OHG. 
gilob precious, and OE., OS., ON. loj, 
OHG. lob praise; for the other grades 
see LIEF, LEAVE!, BELIEF, BELIEVE. Outside 
Germ. the base appears in L. lubet it is 
pleasing, lubido (see LIBIDINOus), OS!. ljuba 
dear, ljubiti love, Skr. lUbhyati desires. So 
love vb. OE. lufian (WGerm.). The sense 
of 'no score' in games (XVIII) derives from 
the phr. for love without stakes, for nothing 
(XVII). comps.: tio·veDAY day of settlement. 
XIII; tr. medL. dies amoris. lo·veLOCK1. XVI 
(Lyly). lo·veLY1 lA·vli tloving, amorous; 
tlovable; attractive on account of beauty. 
XIII (Cursor ::\1.). OE. lujlic. lo·vesol\ml 
(arch.) lovable, lovely. OE. lufsurn. 

low1 lou (north. dial.) flame. XII (Orm). 
-ON. logi = OFris. loga :-Germ. *logon, 
*lugon :- *luk6n rei. to MHG., G. lohe (also 
in lichterloh in a blaze) :- *luxo :- *lukti, 
f. *luk-; see LIGHT1• 

low2 lou not high or tall. XII. Early ME. 
ltih, inflected la;e - ON. ldgr = OFris. lege 
lech, :\1Du. lage, laech, lege, leech (Du. laag): 
MHG. hege (G. dial. liig) flat :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *l:Egjaz, f. *l:Eg-, see LIE1 • 

Hence low adv. XIII. ME. lahe, la;e. low·
LAND less hilly region of a country (spec. 
Scotland). XVI (lowland, Dunbar). Cf. 
LALLA:-\8. low·ly adj. XIV (Ch.); see -LY1 • 

low3 lou characteristic sound made by 
cattle. OE. hlozvan, pt. hleozv = OLFrankish 
hluoien (Du. loeien), OHG. lzluojen, ON. 
hl6a (once) roar, redupl. str. vb. f. Germ. 
*xlo- :-IE. *kla-, as in L. clarnare shout 
Gr. ki

1
kleskein call. ' 

lower lou·;~I more low, inferior. XII (Orm). 
l\IE. lahre, compar. of LOW 2 (see -ER 3

). 

Hence lower vb. cause to go down. XVII 
(Sh.). So super!. low·EST. XII (Orm). 

loxodromic bksoudro·mik pert. to oblique 
sailing or sailing by the rhumb. XVII. -F. 
loxodrornique, f. Gr. lox6s oblique+dr6mos 
course; see -rc. 

loyal loi·::.l faithful to obligations. XVI. -F. 
loyal, OF. loial, leial- L. legalis LEGAL; cf. 
LEAL. So loy·alTY. XIV. - OF. loialte (mod. 
loyaute). 

lozenge lo·zind3 rhomb, diamond XIV (Ch.) · 
medicated tablet, orig. diamond-shaped xvi: 
-OF. losenge (mod. losange) = Sp. losanje 
It. lozanga; prob. deriv. of the word repr: 
by Pr. lausa, Sp. losa, Pg. lousa slab, tomb
stone, and late L.lausi;e (Lapides) stone slabs 
slates, of Gaulish or Iberian origin. ' 

L. s. d. elesdi· abbrev. of L. librre pounds 
(see LIVRE), solidi shillings (see soc), denarii, 
pl. of DENARIUS. 

lubber L~·b::.I clumsy fellow, lout XIV; 
clumsy seaman (cf. land-lubber) XVI, ME. 
lobre, lobur, possibly- OF. lobeor swindler 
parasite, f. Iober deceive, sponge upon: 
mo.ck ~perh. - MHG. loben praise) with 
ass1m. m sense to LOB. 
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lubra h1·bra aboriginal woman of Australia. 
XIX. - Tasmanian loubra, prob. f. [oo, iowa 
woman+proi big (E. E. Morris). 

lubricate Iiu·brikeit make slippery or 
smooth XVII ; treat with oil XVIII. f. pp. stem 
of L. liibricare, f. liibricus SLIPPERY, f. IE. 
*sleub-; see -ATE3• So lubri•cJTY -i·siti 
wantonness xv; slipperiness XVII. -F. 
-late L. 

luce !ius pike. XIV (Ch.). -OF. lus, luis = 

Pr. luz, Cat. llus, It. luccio :- late L. lucius. 
lucerne lius5•Jn plant resembling clover. 

XVII (often la lucerne, with retention of the 
F. def. art.). - F. luzerne- modPr. luzerno, 
transf. use of luzerno glow-worm, with ref. 
to the shiny seeds. 

lucid liu·sid shining XVI (Spenser); un
clouded, clear XVII. -F. lucide or It. Iucido 
- L. lucidus, f. lacere shine; see LIGHT\ -ID1 • 

Lucifer liu·sif;:,J morning star; Satan. OE. 
- L.liicifer, f.liici-, lUx LIGHT1 +-fer bearing, 
-FERous. As the name of a friction match 
to produce instantaneous light Lucifer suc
ceeded to Promethean (both recorded 183 I). 

luck lAk fortune good or ill ; good fortune. 
xv. prob. orig. as a gambling term - LG. 
luk, aphetic of geluk, in MDu. ghelucke (Du. 
geluk) = MHG. geliicke (G. gliick good for
tune, happiness), f. ge- Y-+a base of unkn. 
origin; the LG. word was adopted in Ice!., 
OSw. lukka, etc. Hence lu·ckY1 • xv. 

lucre liu·kaJ gain, profit (now rare except 
in filthy lucre, Tindale's rendering of alaxpov 
K£p8o~ Titus i II). XIV (Wyclif, Ch.) -F. 
lucre or L.lucrum gain, f. IE. *lu- *leu- *lou-, 
repr. by Gr. apolauein enjoy, Goth. laun, 
OS., OHG. lon (Du. loon, G. lohn), OE. lean 
wages, reward. 

lucubration liukjubrei·Jan (nocturnal) 
study or its product. XVI. - L. liicubrii
tio(n-), f. lucubriire work by lamplight, f. 
lac-, lUx LIGHT1 ; see -ATION. 

lud lAd reduced form of LORD, used in excls. 
and the barrister's address my Lud. XVIII. 

ludicrous liu·dikras tsportive, jocular; 
tfrivolous, witty XVII ; ridiculous xvm. f. 
L. liidicrus, f. liidicrum stage play, f. liidere 
play (cf. ALLUDE, etc.); see -ous. 

lues Iiu·rz plague. xvn. L. 

luff l.;.f (naut.) ME. lof tperh. a contrivance 
for altering a ship's course (xm), often in 
phr. wend or turn the luff.- OF. lof, prob. of 
LG. or Du. origin; so also Sp., Pg. 16, G. 
luv, Sw.luj, Da.luv, used of the weather side 
or part of a ship or sail (in Eng. from XIV): 
ult. origin and orig. sense obscure. Hence 
luff vb. bring nearer to the wind. XIV (love, 
Gower); perh. immed. - Du. loeven. 

lug1 lAg pull, tug, drag along. XIV. pro b. of 
Scand. origin; Sw. lugga pull a person's 
hair, lugg forelock, nap of cloth; per h. rei. 
to Sc. and north. lug (i) flap, lappet xv, (ii) 
ear XVI, prob. orig. 'something that can be 
pulled or laid hold of', 

LUMP 

lug• lAg large marine worm. xvn. perh. of 
Celtic origin; cf. Anglo-Ir. lurg. 

luge liu3 sleigh. xx. -F. luge, of Swiss 
(and ult. Gaulish) origin. 

luggage lA·gid3 traveller's baggage. XVI 
(Nashe, Sh.). f. LUG1 +-AGE, after baggage; 
prob. orig. applied joe. to inconveniently 
heavy baggage. 

lugger L1.·gal vessel with four-cornered sails 
fore and aft. xvm. f. lugsail (xvn) four
cornered sail hanging obliquely, prob. f. lug 
flap, lappet (xv), ear (XVI), of uncertain 
origin, but possibly rei. to LUG1 • 

lugubrious liugju·brias doleful, mournful. 
XVII. f. L. liigubris, f. liigere mourn (cf. Gr. 
leugaltfos, lugr6s sorrowful); see -rous. 

lukewarm liu·kw5Jm tepid. XIV (Trevisa). 
f. ME. luke (xm), of which the vars. leuk, 
hleuc suggest deriv. from lew (cf. lew-warm 
xv), OE. *hleow (in gehleow warm, unlhleow 
cold, hleowe warmly) = ON. hlyr warm, 
mild, rei. obscurely to OHG. liio (G. lau); 
cf. LEE1• See WARM. 

lull lAl soothe to sleep or quiescence. XIV. 
imit. of the repetition of lu lu or similar 
sounds (cf. tully, lulla, lullay xv) appropriate 
to singing a child to sleep; cf. Sw. lulla, Da. 
tulle hum a lullaby, Du. lullen, and further 
MDu. lollen mutter (see LOLLARD) and L. 
lalliire sing to sleep. Hence lullaby lA·labai 
soothing refrain or song. XVI; cf. BYE-BYE', 
HUSHABY, ROCKABY. 

lumbago lAIDbei·gou painful affection of 
the loins. XVII. - L.lumbiigo, f.lurnbus LOIN, 
whence medL. lumbiiris. lu·mbAR. XVII. 

lumber1 lA·mb:}l move clumsily or heavily. 
XIV (lomere). perh. of symbolic origin. 

lumber• lA·mba;~ useless odds and ends 
XVI ; roughly prepared timber XVII. poss. f. 
LUMBER', but later assoc. with lumber(house), 
Lumber Street var. of lombard (xvii) pawn
shop (considered as a storehouse of odds and 
ends of property); see LOMBARD. 

lumbrical lAmbrai·kal pert. to a worm. XVII. 
-modL .. , f. L. lumbricus worm; see -AL1 • 

luminary Iiu·min:}ri light-giving (celestial) 
body; source of intellectual, etc., light. xv. 
-OF. luminarie (mod. -aire) or late L. liimi
niirium, f. liirnin-, lumen LIGHT1 ; see -ARY. 
So lu·minous full of light. xv. - (O)F. 
lumineux or L. liirninosus. 

lump1 lAmp compact shapeless mass. XIII 
(Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; the parallel 
forms in the Germ.langs. (unless those cited 
s.v. LUMP 2 are identical) are not recorded so 
early; nearest in form and meaning are Da. 
lump(e) lump, Norw., Sw. dial. lump block, 
stump, log; but the presumably orig. sense 
of 'shapeless piece' is seen also in Du. lamp, 
tlompe rag, Du.lomp, LG. lump coarse, rude 
(whence G. lumpen rag). 

lump• Ll.mp spiny-finned fish of uncouth 
appearance, Cyclopterium lumpus. XVI. 
- MLG. lumpen, MDu. lumpe (whence 
modL. lurnpus), perh. identical with LUMP1

, 
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lump3 lAmp look sulky xvr; (coupled with 
like) be displeased at XIX. Of symbolic 
sound; cf. dump, glump, grump, hump, mump. 

lunar liu·na.I pert. to the moon. xvn. - L. 
liindris, f. liina moon; see LIGHT1, -AR. In 
lunar caustic the meaning is 'of silver', luna 
being used by alchemists for silver. So 
IU'DARY (now rare). XVI. IUDA'TION time 
from one full moon to the next. XIV (Maund., 
Trevisa). - medL. liindtio(n-), f. luna. 

lunatic lii•n:Jtik orig. affected with the kind 
of insanity that was supposed to depend on 
changes of the moon XIII ; sb. XIV (PPI., 
Wyclif). - (O)F. lunatique- L. liindticus, f. 
liinamoon; see prec., -ATIC. Hence lu·DACY. 
XVI. 

lunch 1An1J and luncheon 1A·n1Jan appear 
first towards the end of XVI in the sense 
'thick piece, hunch, hunk' ; perh. - Sp. lonja 
slice, the longer form being pro b. an exten
sion on the analogy of punch and puncheon, 
trunch and truncheon. The sense 'slight 
repast between morning meals' appears xvn, 
for luncheon, and first in the forms lwuh
in(g) ; the present use of lunch (xix) is a 
shortening of this, whence lunch vb. 

lundyfoot lA ·ndifut kind of snuff. XIX. 
Named after Lundy Foot, a Dublin tobacco
nist (xvm). 

lune liiin (pl.) fits of frenzy. XVII (Sh.). 
- L. liina moon (cf. LUNAR, LUNATIC), in 
medical use 'fit of lunacy', whence also F. 
lune, MHG. liine (G. laune whim, caprice). 

lunette Iiune·t semicircular object. xvr. 
-F. lunette, dim. of lune moon; see prec., 
-ETTE. 

lung IAIJ respiratory organ in the thorax. 
OE. lungen = OFris. lungen, MLG. lunge, 
MDu. Ionge (Du. long), OHG. lungun (G. 
lunge), corr. to ON. lunga; f. Germ. *luyg
:- IE. •lygh-; see LIGHT 2

• The lungs were 
so named because of their lightness ; cf. 
LIGHTS. 

lunge1 JAnd3 sword-thrust. XVIII. Aphetic 
of allonge, elonge (XVII), f. vbs. of the same 
form- F. allonger lengthen (in phr. allonger 
un coup d'epee give a sword-thrust), f. a AD
+ long LONG1. So lunge vb. XVIII. Hence 
lu·ngeous t(of a fall) heavy; (dial.) rough 
and violent. xvn. 

LUSH 

resembling backgammon, final state of the 
score in a game, tdiscomfiture, tcheat, 
swindle, and in phr. thave in the lurch have 
at a disadvantage, leave in the lurch leave in 
unexpected difficulty, which may be in part 
a modification of leave in the lash (of obscure 
origin). The immed. source appears to be 
F. tlourche (also l'ourche) game resembling 
backgammon, also in phr. demeurer fourche 
be discomfited (orig. in the game), prob. 
- MHG. lurz (mod. dial. lurtsch left (hand), 
wrong, in mod G. lurz werden fail in a game; 
cf. :v:IHG liirzen deceive (cf. OE. belyrtan). 

lurch2 l'i.Itf the furtively about or in a place 
xv; get the start of, tbe beforehand in secur
ing XVI. perh. var. of LURK, infl. in meaning 
by LURCH1. Hence lu·rchER1 tforestaller of 
food; swindler XVI; loiterer; cross-bred dog 
between sheepdog and greyhound XVII. 

lurch 3 t'i.Itf sudden leaning over to one side. 
(xviii) xrx. app. orig. in lee-lurch, prob. 
alteration of lee-larch (Falconer, 1769), for 
lee-latch (1708) drifting to leeward, f. LEE+ 
tlatch (xvn) ? leeway, ? lurch, possibly f. 
F. lticher let go (:- L. laxdre, f. laxus LAX). 
Hence lurch vb. xrx. 

lurdan l'i•.Jd;)n (obs. or arch.) sluggard, 
vagabond. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. lourdin, 
f. lourd heavy, OF. tort foolish:- L. liiridu-s 
yellow, LURID, which in Rom. assumes many 
divergent meanings. 

lure Iiu;).l falconer's apparatus to recall a 
hawk; tempting thing XIV (Ch.); angler's 
device for alluring fish XVII. -OF. luere 
(mod. leurre) = Pr. loire, OCat. lloure 
-Germ. *lo]>r- (cf. MHG. luoder, G. luder 
bait), pro b. rei. to *la]>6n invite (OE. lapian, 
etc.). Hence lure vb. XIV (Ch.); cf. F. 
leurrer, OF. loirrer. See also ALLURE. 

lurid Iiu;)·rid wan and sallow, sickly pale 
XVII; shining with a red glare; yellow-brown 
XVIII; ominous, 'ghastly' XIX. - L. liiridus, 
f. liiror wan or yellowish colour; see -ID1. 

lurk l:i.Ik lie hid or in ambush. XIII (Have
lok). perh. f. liir- LOUR+frequent. suffix -k 
as in talk. 

luscious L1.·Jas sweet and highly pleasant, 
sweet to excess. XVI. An isolated instance 
of lucius occurs xv, in a MS. which has also 
licius, aphetic of DELICIOUS; but there is no 
proof of continuity of this with the earliest 

lunges 1And3 tthong xvn; long rope used formsofthepresentword,looshious,lousious, 
in training horses XVIII. -F. longe, shorten- [ussyous (xvr), which remain obscure. 
ing of allonge (as in allonge d'une courroie piece lushl IAJ flaccid, soft xv; succulent and 
to lengthen a leather), f. al!onger (see prec.). luxuriant. XVII (Sh. 'Tempest' 11 i 52, and 

lungi lu·IJgi loin-cloth. XVII (SirT. Herbert). in imitation). poss. var. of lash (xv) soft and 
-Urdu- Pers. lungi, f. synon. lung. watery (of plants), by assoc. with prec. 

lupin Iiu·pin plant of the genus Lupinus. lush• lAJ liquor, drink. XVIII. perh. joe. 
XIV (Trevisa). - L. lupinus, lupinum, prob. application of LUSH1. The sl. lushington 
rei. to lupus WOLF. IA·fi!Jt;)n drunkard (also in phr. e.g. deal 

lupus liii·pas (path.) ulcerous disease of the with Lushington take too much drink) is a 
skin. XVI. L., 'WOLF'. joe. use of the surname Lushington with 

punning allusion to this; the 'City of Lush-
lurch1 l'i.Itf First recorded in lurch vb. (xrv) ington' was a convivial Society meeting at 

beat at a game in a particular manner· the Harp Tavern, Russell Street, London, 
the sb. appears XVI in the senses tgam~ until about r895. 
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lust lAst pleasure, desire, appetite ; sexual 
desire OE.; passionate desire XVII. OE. 
lust, corr. to OFris., OHG. (G.) lust, ON. 
losti, Goth. lustus, f. CGerm. *lust- (cf. 
LIST2). Hence lust vb. XIII; now only arch., 
have inordinate desire XVI (Tindale). lu·st
FUL1. OE. lu·stY1 tjoyful; tpleasing xm; 
tlustful; powerful, strong XIV; cf. MHG. 
lustic, ON. lostigr. 

lustre1 lA·st;~.I period of five years. XIV. 
- L. lustrum, prop. quinquennial purifica
tion, perh. :- *loustrom, f. lavtire wash, 
LAVE. The L. form (XVI) is more usual. So 
lustrA·TION expiatory sacrifice, etc., puri
fication. XVII. - L. lUstrtiti6(n)-, f. lUstrtire. 

lustre• lA·st;~J sheen, gloss; luminosity, 
brilliance. XVI. -F. lustre- It. lustra, f. 
lustrare :- L. liistrtire light up :- *liicstrtire, 
f. lUc-, lux LIGHT1. Hence lu·strous. XVII 
(Sh.). 

lustring lA·stril) glossy silk fabric. xvn. 
-F. lustrine or its source It. lustrino (said to 
have been first made at Genoa), f. lustra 
LUSTRE1 ; with assim. to -ING3, 

lute1 liiit stringed musical instrument. XIV. 
-F. tlut (mod. luth), earlier leut, prob. 
- Pr. laut ( = Sp. laud, Pg. alaude) -Arab. 
al'ud (see AL- 2). t1[ The Rom. word appears 
in MHG. lute (G. laute), Du. luit. 

lute2 liut tenacious clay or cement to stop 
holes, etc. XIV. - (O)F. lut or medL. lutum, 
spec. use of L. lutum mud, potter's clay. 

luteous liu·tias of deep-yellow colour. XVII. 
f. L. lUteus, f. lutum yellow weed; see -EOUS. 

lutestring liu·tstril) glossy silk fabric. XVII 
(Pepys). app. alteration of LUSTRING, which 
however is evidenced rather later. 

luxation lAksei·J;~n dislocation. XVI. -F. 
luxation (Pare) -late L. luxtiti6(n-), f. luxtire, 
f. luxus dislocated; see -ATION. 

luxury lA·kfari tlasciviousness XIV; use of 
and indulgence in choice or costly things 
XVII; means of such indulgence xvm. -OF. 
luxurie, var. of luxure = Sp. lujtiria, It. 
lussuria - L. luxuria, f. luxu-s abundance, 
sumptuous enjoyment, perh. the noun corr. 
to luxus (see prec.) and meaning orig. 'ex
cess'. In L. and Rom. the word connotes 
vicious indulgence, the neutral senses of the 
Eng. word being expressed by luxus, F. luxe 
(which has become familiar in Eng. in train 
de luxe, etc.), Sp. lujo, It. lusso. So luxuri
ANT !Agzj-, lAg:h lAksjua·riant prolific XVI ; 
profusely growing, etc. XVII. - prp. of L. 
luxuritire grow rank (whence luxu·riATE3 

XVII, Burton), f. luxuria. luxu·rious tlasci
vious, texcessive XIV; self-indulgent XVII. 
- O(F)- L. 

-ly1 1i suffix appended to sbs. and adjs. to 
form adjs. OE. -lie, ME. -lich, -lik, -li, corr. 
to OFris., OS., OHG. -lik (Du. -lijk, G. 
-lich), ON. -ligr, -legr, Goth. -leiks. (The 
vowel was shortened in OE., ON., and G.; 
the Eng. forms in -li, -ly are due to ON.). 

LYCANTHROPY 

The orig. Germ. adjs. were comps. of •iikam 
appearance, form, body (cf. LYCHGATE and 
SUCH, WHICH), e.g. *frijondlika- friendly, 
having the appearance of a friend, • g6oolika
goodly, having the appearance or form of 
what is good, of good appearance. The 
most general senses in all Germ. langs. are 
'having the qualities appropriate to', 'charac
teristic of', 'befitting' ; -ly was added to sbs. 
of alien origin, as courtly, princely, scholarly; 
formations on designations of things are 
infrequent, as earthly, heavenly, leisurely, 
worldly. Deadly, likely, lively, lovely, man
nerly, only, stilly are exceptional in form. 
A use common to Eng. with other Germ. 
langs. is to denote periodic occurrence, e.g. 
daily, yearly; such adjs. are based on the 
corr. advs. 
When -ly is appended to adjs., the derivs. 

denote a quality allied or approximating to 
that expressed by the primary, e.g. OE. 
leofiic (f. leof LIEF) 'such as may seem dear', 
beloved, pleasing, lowly, kindly, poorly, 
sickly. 

-ly2 li suffix forming advs. of manner. OE. 
-lice, ME. -liche, -like, -liJe, -li(e) = OFris. 
-like, OS., OHG. -liko (Du. -lijk, G. -lich), 
ON. -liga, Goth. -leik6: f. -LY1 with advb. 
suffix *-6. (As in -LY1 the ME. forms -li(e), 
-ly are due to ON.). In Germ. an adv. with 
this suffix no doubt orig. implied the exis
tence of a corr. adj. in -LYl, but in OE. there 
are some advs. formed immed. on simple 
adjs., as bealdliCe BOLDLY, swetlice SWEETLY; 
and formations of this type increased greatly 
in ME. The general sense is 'in a manner 
characteristic: of one who or a thing that is 
so-and-so' (as defined by the simplex), 
hence, 'in a so-and-so fashion', 'to a so-and
so degree'. Adverbs referring to moments 
or periods of time, such as annually ,formerly, 
instantly, lately, latterly, quarterly, shortly, 
yearly, were pro b. based at first on early; 
firstly, secondly, etc., were modelled on F. 
premierement, L. primo, etc. ; formations on 
sbs. such as namely, partly are prob. based 
on L. nominatim, partim ; accordingly, mostly, 
purposely are also particular instances; for
mations on pps., such as admittedly, allegedly, 
meaning 'as is admitted, alleged', have be
come latterly frequent. 

Peculiarities of spelling and pronunciation 
are exemplified by the following: able, ably, 
simple, simply; idly (tidlely); whole, wholly; 
solely, vilely ; fully fu ·li ; dully dA • l(l)i, coolly 
kii·lli, foully fau·lli; merry, merrily; dryly, 
drily; shyly, grayly; true, truly; franticly, 
publicly (but heroically, poetically). 

lyam lai·am, Iyme !aim leash for hounds. 
XIV. -OF. liem (mod. lien) = Pr. Iiams, Pg. 
ligame, It.legame :- L. ligtimen LIEN. Hence 
[yam-HOUND bloodhound. XVI. 

lycanthropy laikre·n]>ropi insanity in which 
the patient imagines himself a beast (spec. 
a wolf). XVI. - modL. lycanthropia - Gr. 
lukanthr6plti, f.lukdnthr6pos, f.ltikos WOLF+ 
dnthr6pos man; see -Y8

, 



LYCEUM 

lyceum laishlm the garden in Athens to 
which Socrates resorted and where Aristotle 
taught XVI; (after It. liceo, F. lycee) place of 
study or instruction XVIII. - L. Lyceum-Gr. 
Lukeion (sc. gumndsion GYMNASIUM), n. of 
Lukeios epithet of Apollo, to whose temple 
the Lyceum was adjacent. 

lychgate see LICH. 

lychnis li·knis (bot.) genus of plants (in
cluding campion and ragged robin). XVII. 
- L.- Gr.lukhnfs some red flower, f.lukhnos 
lamp (cf. LIGHT1). 

lycopodium l<~ikopou·diam (bot.) genus of 
plants (club-moss). XVIII. modL.- Gr.lukos 
WOLF+pod-, pous FOOT; so named from the 
claw-like shape of the root. 

lyddite li·dait kind of high explosive. XIX. 
f. Lydd, name of the town in Kent where it 
was first tested; see -ITE. 

Lydian li·di;:>n pert. to Lydia; spec. of a 
musical mode. XVI. f. L. Lydius -Gr. 
Ludios; see -IA~. 

lye lai alkalized water or alkaline solution 
used for washing. OE. leag = MDu. loghe 
(Du. loog), OHG. louga (G. lauge) lye, ON. 
[aug hot bath:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*laugo, f. */au- (cf. LATHER) :-IE. *lou
wash, LAVE. 

lykewake lai·kweik (local) watch kept at 
night over a dead body. XVI. Sc.likewalk (G. 
Douglas), preceded by lychwake (XIV Ch., 

MACARONIC 

Mirk); perh.- ON. *likavaka; see LICH, 
WAKE1• 

lymph limf (rhet.) water; tsap XVII; colour
less alkaline fluid in the body XVIII. - F. 
lymphe or L. lympha, prob. hellenized form 
(by assoc. with Gr. numpMnymph) of lumpa, 
limpa (cf. LIMPID), perh. :- *dumpa (cf. 
Oscan Diumpais :s-ymphis). So lymphA·nc 
A. tfrenzied; B. pert. to lymph. XVII. - L. 
lymphiiticus mad, adaption of Gr. numpho
lept6s seized by nymphs (cf. numphiiin be 
frenzied) ; in mod. scientific L. the ending 
has prob. been assoc. with spermatic. 

lynchlaw Iintfl5, earliertLynch'slaw(xviii) 
infliction of punishment by a self-consti
tuted court. XIX. Named after Captain 
William Lynch, of Pittsylvania, Virginia, 
U.S.A., who first set up this self-created 
judicial tribunal. Hence Judge Lynch, ima
ginary authority from whom the sentences 
imposed were said to proceed. lynch vb. 
condemn and punish ( esp. kill) by lynch law. 

lynx lil)ks feline animal, Lynx, credited 
with very keen sight. XIV (Rolle). - L. lynx 
- Gr. lugx, rei. to OE. lox, OHG. luhs (G. 
luchs), OSw. [6, Lith. [(dis, OPruss. luysis, 
Mir. lug; a widespread IE. name, pro b. f. 
*leuk-, as in Gr. leussein see (see LIGHT1), the 
animal being named from its keen sight. 

lyre laiaJ stringed instrument of the harp 
kind. XIII (lire, La3.). - OF. lire (mod. 
lyre)- L. lyra- Gr. lura. So lyric li·rik. 
XVI. - F. lyrique or L. lyricus- Gr. lurik6s; 
sb. lyric poem. XVI. ly·riCAL. XVI (Sidney). 

M 
ma rna see MAMMA1• 

ma'am mrem, mam, m. xvn (mam, Dryden), 
contr. of MADAM. «:!! The old pronunc. miim 
remains dial., and, repr. by marm, in the 
joe. (orig. U.S.) school-marm schoolmistress 
XIX. 

mac mrek person whose name contains the 
prefix Mac. XVII. Ir., Gael. mac :- OCeltic 
*makkos, rei. toW. mab, OW. map:- OCeltic 
*makwos; a prefix in many Sc. and Ir. names. 

macabre m:Jkii·br in Dance Macabre, the 
Dance of Death XV (daunce of machabree, 
Lydg.); (from modF.) gruesome XIX. The 
form now usual repr. F. macabre (xix), error 
for OF. macabre (danse macabree aux Inno
cens xv), perh. alt. of OF. Macabe Macca
breus (cf. tJudas Macabre, medL. chorea 
Machabreorum dance of the Maccabees xv, 
MDu. Makkabeusdans xv); the orig. ref. 
may have been to a miracle play in which 
the slaughter of the Maccabees under 
Antiochus Epiphanes was enacted. 

macaco1 m:Jkei·kou (orig.) S. African 
(Congo) monkey, (later) monkey of the genus 

Macacus. XVIII. - Pg. macaco- native (Fiot) 
makaku some monkeys, f. ma numerical sign 
+kaku monkey. So macaque makii·k. 
XVII. -F.- Pg. 

macaco 9 makei·kou lemur. XVIII. -F. 
mococo (Buffon) ; cf. MAKI. 

macadam makre·dam applied to a kind of 
roadway (or the material used for it) in
vented by John Loudon McAdam (r756-
r836). Hence maca·damizE, etc. xrx. 

macaroni mrekarou·ni Italian wheaten 
paste in tubes xvr; exquisite, fop XVIII. -It. 
maccaroni, later maccheroni, pl. of macca-, 
maccherone, f. late Gr. makaria barley food 
(Hesychius ). «:!!The sl. application to dandies 
perh. orig. indicated a preference for foreign 
food. 

macaronic mrek;:>r<l·nik applied to bur
lesque verse in which vernacular words are 
mingled with Latin in a latinized form. 
xvn. - modL. macaronicus- It. tmacaronico 
(maccheronico ), joe. f. macaroni (see prec.). 
First recorded in 'Carmen macaronicum de 
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Patavinis' (1490) by Tisi degli Odassi. But 
the form was popularized by Teofilo F olengo, 
author of 'Liber Macaronices' (1517), who 
described his verses as a literary analogue of 
macaroni ('a gross, rude, and rustic mixture 
of flour, cheese, and butter'). 

macaroon mrek;~ru·n small sweet biscuit 
of ground almonds, etc. XVII. -F. macaron 
-It. maccarone MACARONI. 

macartney m<>ka·Jtni fire-backed pheasant. 
XIX. f. name of George, Earl Macartney 
(1737-1806), a specimen having been pre
sented to him by the emperor of China. 

macassar m<>kre·s:ll name of an unguent 
for the hair made in the early 19th cent. by 
Rowland & Son and represented to contain 
ingredients from ltilacassar, name (in the 
native form Mangkasara) of a district in 
the island of Celebes. XIX (1809). Cf. ANTI
MACASSAR. 

macaw1 m;~k5· bird of the parrot kind. 
XVII, - Pg. macao, of unkn. origin. 

macaw• m:lk5· palm of the genus Acroco
mia. XVII. Carib ;cf.Arawakmocoya,macoya. 

maccoboy mre·bboi kind of snuff. xvm 
(macabao, macauba). f. name of a tobacco 
called after Macouba, district in Martinique. 

mace1 meis heavy club XIII (RGlouc.); 
sceptre, staff of office XV; old form of billiard 
cue XVIII. -OF. masse, mace (mod. masse 
large hammer, etc.) = Pr. masa, Sp. maza, 
It. mazza :-Rom. *mattea club. So macER2 

mei·s;~.x mace-bearer; (Sc.) official in a 
court of law. XIV. - OF. massier. 

mace• meis outer covering of the nutmeg. 
XIV (macis). - AL. macis (xm) or (O)F. 
macis (xiv} - L. macir red spicy bark from 
India (Pliny): the form macis being appre
hended as a pl., a new sg. mace was formed 
from it. 

mace3 meis small gold coin in Malaya. XVI. 
-Malay mas, said to repr. Skr. masha weight 
of about 17 grains. 

macedoine mre·sidoin, llmasedwan medley 
of fruits in syrup or jelly. XIX. -F. mace
doine, presumably a sb. use of OF. adj.- L. 
macedonicus Macedonian. 

macerate mre·s:lreit soften by steeping; 
cause to waste away. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
mdcerdre, f. *mak-, prob. corr. to *makj- of 
Gr. mdssein knead (cf. MAKE); see -ATE3 • So 
macerA·noN. xv. -F. or L. 

machet see MATCHET. 

machicolation mretfikolei·J<>n (archit.) 
opening between corbels supporting a para
pet, through which missiles were dropped on 
the heads of assailants. XVIII. f. machicolate 
(xvm}, f. OF. machicoler, AL. machicolldre, 
ult. f. Pr. machacol (for *macacol), f. macar 
beat, crush +col neck; see -ATION, 

MACUTB 

machination mrekinei-J;~n plotting, plot. 
xv. - (O)F. machination or L. mtichinlitio(n-), 
f. mtichinari contrive, f. mtichina MACHINE; 
see •ATION. 

machine m;~Ji·n tstructure, fabric XVI; 
military engine ; wheeled vehicle ; apparatus 
for applying mechanical power, etc. XVII. 
- (O)F. machine, corr. to Sp. maquina, It. 
macchina - L. mtichina device, contrivance, 
engine- makhand, Doric form of Gr. me
khang, f. mekhos contrivance, rei. to Germ. 
*magan have power; see MAY1• t]J The F. 
word has been adopted in all Germ. and Sl. 
langs. Hence machi·DERY. XVII; first used 
of stage appliances. 

-machy m<>ki always with connective -o-, 
repr. Gr. -makhiti fighting, in sbs. derived 
from adjs. in -makhos that fights, rei. to 
mdkhe battle; e.g. logomachy (see LOGo-). 

macilent mre·sil;~nt lean, thin. XVI. - L. 
macilentus, f. macer thin, MEAGRE, after gra
cilentus (f. gracilis); see -LENT. 

mackerel mre·k(:l)r:ll sea-fish, Scomber 
scomber. XIII (Havelok). -AN. makerel, 
OF. maquerel (mod. maquereau), first re
corded in medL. macarellus, from Flanders; 
of unkn. origin. See -REL. 

mac(k)intosh mre·kint<Jf applied to a kind of 
waterproof material invented by Charles 
Macintosh (1766-1843). 1836. 

macle mre·kl twin crystal; dark spot in a 
mineral. XIX. -F. macle- L. macula spot, 
mesh (cf. MAIL1). A var. macule of the F. 
word is repr. by macle, mackle blur in 
printing, blurred sheet XVIII, with a corr. vb. 
blur in printing XVI. -F. maculer. 

macrame makra·mei fringe of knotted 
cord, etc. XIX. - Turk. makrama towel 
- Arab. miqramah striped cloth. 

macro- mre·krou comb. form of Gr. makros 
long, large, rei. to L. macer thin, MEAGRE. 
The chief and oldest comp. is ma·crocosm 
the universe (XVI) - medL. macrocosmus, 
repr. Gr. *makros kosmos 'great world' (see 
COSMic); cf. (O)F. macrocosme. 

macron mre·kron horizontal mark- placed 
over a vowel sign to denote length. XIX. 
-Gr. makran, n. of makros MACRO-. 

mactation mrektei·J;~n slaughtering. xvn. 
- late L. mactdtio(n-), f. pp. of macttire slay; 
see -ATION. 

maculate mre·kjuleit spotted. xv. - L. 
maculdtus, pp. of maculare, f. macula spot 
(cf. MAIL1

); see -ATE0
• Now only in contrast 

with IMMACULATE, 

macute m:lkju·t (orig.) piece of cloth used 
as money ; money of account (z,ooo cowries). 
XVIII. Native African name (Congolese) 
makuta bundle of palm mats used as cur
rency, f. tkuta tie (cf. kutulula untie), 
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mad mred out of one's mind; foolish, (now) 
insanely foolish ; wildly excited, furious. 
XIII (mad, med). Aphetic of ME. tamad 
(XIII), repr. OE. gemiEd(d), gemiided, pp. of 
'*gemiidan render insane, f. gemtid insane = 
OS. gimed foolish, OHG. gameit, kimeit 
foolish, vain, boastful, Goth. gamai]>s 
crippled:- Germ. '*gamaioaz, f. '*ga. Y·+ 
'*maioa- :- IE. '*moit6-, pp. formation on 
'*moi- '*mei- change (cf. L. miittire); the 
primary sense appears in Goth. maidjan 
adulterate, inimaideins exchange, the corr. 
ON. meioa meaning to cripple. (The simplex 
'*mad appears in OE. mtidmiid folly.) Hence 
madd.EN5 mre·dn. XVIII; superseded mad 
vb. (XIV) in gen. use. 

madam mre·dam polite title of address 
used by servants to a mistress (usu. reduced 
to MA'AM) xm; tlady of rank, fine lady XVI; 
kept mistress xvm ; hussy XIX. orig. ma 
dame, madame- OF. ma dame (mod. ma
dame), i.e. ma my, dame lady; see DAME and 
cf. MADONNA. The form madame (abbrev. 
Mme) (xvn) is now mainly confined to use 
with the surname of a French married 
woman. 

madapollam mred::~p;~·lam kind of cotton 
cloth. XIX. f. Madapollam (:- Mtidhava
palam- Telugu Miidhavayya-piilemu), a 
suburb of Narsapur, Madras presidency, 
India. 

madder mre·daJ herbaceous climbing 
plant, Rubia tinctorum, cultivated for a dye
stuff; formerly in wider use. OE. mmdere, 
corr. to OHG. matara, ON. maora in place
names (Sw. madra, Norw. modra, maure), 
obscurely rei. to synon. WFris. miede, 
MLG., MDu. mede (Du. mede, mee). 

madeira madi::~·ra white wine of Madeira, 
an island off NW. Africa, once thickly 
wooded (whence its name). XVI. - Pg. 
Madeira, a use of madeira wood, timber = 
Sp. madera :- L. materia MATTER. 

mademoiselle mre:d;:,mwaze-1 title applied 
to an unmarried Frenchwoman, miss. xvn. 
F.; ma my, demoiselle young woman (see 
DAMSEL). 

madid mre·did moist. xvn. - L. madidus, 
f. madere be wet, rei. to Gr. madan be wet, 
flow; see -ID1 • 

madonna m;;,do·na tmy lady, madam XVI; 
the Virgin Mary, Our Lady, picture or 
statue of her xvn. - It. madonna, i.e. rna, 
old unstressed form of mia my(:- L. mea), 
donna lady(:- L. domina); cf. MADAM. 

madrasah, medresseh madrre·si, -e·si 
Mohammedan college. xvn. repr. (through 
Indian, Turkish, or Pers. channels) Arab. 
madrasah, f. darasa study. 

madrepore mre·drip5;:.J perforate coral. 
XVIII. -F. madrepore or modL. madrepora, 
- It. madrepora, presumably taken by Fer-

MAGENTA 

rante Imperato, 'Historia Naturalis' 1599, 
to be f. madre MOTHER (perh. in allusion to 
the prolific growth of the 'plant')+poro, 
L. porus PORE, but the second el. may be L. 
porus - Gr. poros calcareous stone, stalactite. 

madrigal mre·drigal amatory lyrical poem, 
esp. to be set to music ; kind of part song. 
XVI. -It. madrigale (whence F., Sp. madri
gal) :- medL. mtitrictilis mother-, simple, 
primitive (carmen matricale), f. L. matrix 
breeding animal, as adj. mother- (cf. medL. 
ecclesia matrix mother church); see MATRIX. 
t;H It. madrigale was altered later to madriale, 
and mandriale, as if 'pastoral song', by assoc. 
with mandr(i)a herd, f. L. - Gr. mdndra 
sheepfold. 

maelstrom mei-lstram whirlpool in the 
Arctic Ocean off Norway; sb. gen. xvn. 
- early modDu. maelstrom (now maalstroom), 
f. maalen grind, whirl round+ stroom STREAM, 
whence the Scand. forms, e.g. Sw. malstrom. 

Mrenad mi·nred Bacchante. XVI. - L. 
Mmnad-, Mmnas- Gr. Mainad-, Mainds, f. 
mainesthai rave (see MANIA). 

maffick mre•fik back-formation from maf
ficking, orig. applied to the uproarious re
joicings in London, etc., on the relief of the 
siege of Mafeking (17 May 1900) in the Boer 
'War of 1899-1902, the place-name being 
treated as a gerund or prp. in -ING. 

mafia mafi·;:. violent hostility to law and 
order; body of people manifesting this. XIX. 
Sicilian Italian. 

mag mreg (colloq.) chatter. XIX. f. MAGPIE, 
used for 'chatterer' from XVII ; cf. chattermag. 

magazine mreg;;,zi·n, mre·gazin storehouse, 
spec. for arms; stores, munitions XVI; 
tstorehouse of information XVII ; periodical 
publication, esp. for general readers XVIII 
('The Gentleman's Magazine', 1731). -F. 
magasin- It. magazzino (Sp. magacen) 
-Arab. maklztizin, pl. of makhzan store
house, f. khazana store up. t;H With Arab. 
article (AL- 2) prefixed, Sp. has almacen, 
almagacen, Pg. armazem. 

Magdalen mre·gdalin reformed prostitute 
xvn; home for the reformation of prosti
tutes xvm. From the Magdalen (xiv, Ch.), 
after (O)F. la Madeleine- ecclL. (Maria~ 
l'vlagdalena, -lene-Gr. (Maria he) l'vlagdalene 
(Mary) of Magdala, a town on the Sea of 
Galilee in Palestine, name of a disciple of 
Christ 'out of whom went seven devils' 
(Luke viii 2), identified with the 'sinner' of 
Luke vii 37, and regarded as a saint by the 
Church. See MAUDLIN. 

mage see MAGUS. 

magenta m;;,d3e·nt;;, brilliant crimson ani
line dye discovered soon after the battle at 
Magenta in N. Italy, where in 1859 the 
Austrians were defeated by the French and 
Sardinians. 186o (M. red). 



MAGGOT 

maggot mre·g;~t worm, grub XIV (Trevisa); 
whimsy, crotchet XVII. perh. AN. alteration 
of ME. maddo(c)k, earlier maoek (cf. maked 
XV)- ON. maokr (Da. madike), a k-deriv. 
(see -OCK and cf. MAWKISH) of the base of 
OE. mapa, mapu = OS. matho, OHG. 
mado (Du., G. made), Goth. mapa:- Germ. 
•maPon, •mapo, of unkn. origin. For the 
change of k tog cf. flagon, sugar. 

magic mre·d3ik art of controlling events by 
occult means. XIV (Ch.). - OF. magique 
(superseded by magie) -late L. magica 
(magice Pliny)- Gr. magiki, sb. use (sc. 
tekhne art) of magikos, f. mdgos MAGus. So 
ma·gic adj. XIV (Gower), ma·giCAL XVI. 
(M.lantern tr. of modL.laterna magica XVII.) 
magiCIAN mad3i·Jan. XIV (magicien, Ch.). 
- (O)F. magicien. 

magilp see MEGILP. 

magisterial mred3isti;~·ri;~l pert. to a master 
or magistrate. XVII. - medL. magisteriiilis, 
f. late L. magisterius, f. L. magister MASTER; 
see -IAL. 

magistral m<1d3i·stral tauthoritative; de
vised by a physician for a particular case, 
tsovereign XVI; (fortif.) principal XIX. -F. 
magistral or L. magistriilis; see MASTER, -AL. 

magistrate mre·d3istr<1t, -eit officer con
cerned with the administration of laws XIV ; 
justice of the peace XVII. - L. magistriitus 
magistracy, magistrate, f. magistr- MASTER; 
see -ATE1 and cf. F. magistrat. Hence ma·
gistrACY. XVI. ma·gistratURE -tratfa.I 
office of a magistrate. XVII. - F. 

magma mre·gm;~ tdregs of a semi-liquid 
substance XV; thin pasty mixture of sub
stances XVII; (geol.) stratum of fluid matter 
XIX. - L. magma- Gr. mdgma thick unguent, 
f. base *mag- of mdssein knead (cf. MAKE). 

magnanimous mregnre·nimas nobly brave, 
great-souled. XVI. f. L. magnanimus, f. 
magnus great+animus mind, after Gr. 
megal6psukhos. So magnani·mnY. XIV. 
- (O)F.- L. See MAGNITUDE, ANIMAL, -OUS. 

magnate mre·gneit great man. XV (Lydg.; 
magnates, prob. the L. pl., and so until XVIII 
or XIX). - late L. (Vulg.) pl. magnates, f. 
magnus ; see MAGNITUDE and cf. PRIMATE; 
perh. infl. by F. magnat in xvm. 

magnesia mregni·J1a A. t(alch.) mineral 
ingredient of the philosopher's stone XIV 
(Ch.); B. t(spec. black m.) manganese XVII; 
C. (spec. twhite m.) hydrated magnesium 
carbonate, used medicinally; (chem.) mag
nesium oxide, MgO XVIII. - medL. magnesia 
-Gr. (he) Magnesia (lithos) 'the Magnesian 
stone', (I) loadstone, (2) stone with silvery 
sheen; the development of sense B is obscure 
(there may have been simply formal con
fusion) ; sense C may depend on modL. 
magnes carneus 'fleshy magnet', applied to a 
white powder which adhered to the lips as 
iron to a magnet. Cf. MAGNET. Hence mag• 

MAGUEY 

nesiUM mregni·ziam, -i·siam, -i·J1am chemi
cal element, Mg, base of magnesia. XIX 
(Davy, who applied it first to manganese). 

magnet mre·gnit tmagnetic oxide of iron 
xv (Promp. Parv.); tpiece of loadstone; 
piece of iron or steel having the same attrac
tive properties XVII. - L. magneta (whence 
OF. magnete, perh. in part the source), ace. 
of magnes- Gr. mdgn§s, for ho Mdgnes lithos 
(also ho Magnhes lithos, he lithos Magnetis) 
the Magnesian stone (whence L. lapis mag
nes, repr. by tmagnes stone XIV Trevisa to 
XVII). So magnetiC mregne·tik XVII, 
-e·tiCAL XVI. -late L. magneticus; so F. 
magnetique, etc. ma·gnetiSM. XVII. -modL. 
magnetismus, ma·gnetiZE. XVIII. magneto
-i·tou (see -o-), first in m.-electric (r831, 
Faraday). 

magni- mregni comb. form of L. magnus 
great (see MAGNITUDE), as in magni ·loqUENT 
grandiloquent xvn, f. L. magniloquus (loqui 
speak; see -ENT). 

magnific mregni·fik trenowned; tsumptu
ous xv (Caxton); (arch.) grand XVI; also 
magni·fiCAL. XVI. -F. magnifique or L. 
magnijicus; see -FIC. So magni·ficENT great 
in achievement; troyally munificent; grand, 
splendid. XVI. - F. magnificent or L. magni
ficent-, alt. stem of magnijicus, after bene
volens (var. of -volus). magni·ficENCE. XIV. 
-F. or L. magni·fico title of magnates of 
Venice. XVI (G. Harvey). It., sb. use of adj. 
- L. magnificus. ma·gniFY A. (arch.) act for 
the honour of; B. (arch.) augment XIV 
(Wyclif); C. increase the apparent size of 
XVII. - (O)F. or L.; sense C is purely Eng. 

magnificat mregni·fikret name of the can
ticle beginning '1'Jagnificat anima mea 
Dominum' My soul doth magnify the Lord 
(Luke i 46); 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of L. 
magnificiire MAGNIFY. 

magnitude mre·gnitjii.d greatness XIV (Tre
visa); (relative) size XVI. - L. magnitudii, f. 
magnus great, large, rei. to Gr. megas (cf. 
MEGA-), Skr. mahant- great, Germ. ""mikil
MUCH ; see -TUDE, 

magnolia mregnou·lia genus of large trees. 
xvm. - modL., f. name of Pierre Magno[ 
(r638-r7r5) professor of botany at Mont
pellier; see -IA1 • 

magnum mre·gnam bottle containing two 
quarts. xvm (Burns). n. sg. of L. magnus 
large (see MAGNITUDE). So magnum 
bonum mre·gnam bou·nam large kind of 
plum XVIII ; kind of potato XIX. n. sg. of L. 
bonus good; 'a large good one'. 

magpie mre·gpai common European bird, 
Pica caudata, noted for its noisy chatter and 
pilfering habits. XVII. f. Mag, pet-form of 
Margaret+PIE1

• Earlier (dial.) maggot-pie 
(xvi), f. Maggot - (O)F. Margot, pet-form 
of Marguerite Margaret. 

maguey mre•gwei, magei· American aloe. 
xvr. Sp., of Haytian origin, 

[545] 



MAGUS 

magus mei·gas, pl. magi mei·d3ai the 
'wise men' who came 'from the East' to wor
ship the child Jesus (Matt. ii I) XIV; mem
ber of an ancient Persian priestly caste 
XVI. - L. magus- Gr. mdgos- OPers. magus. 
Also anglicized mage meid3 wise man, 
magician. XIV; cf. F. mage (XVII). Hence 
ma · giAN. XVI. 

mahal mahii ·1 private apartments ; summer 
palace XVII ; territorial division in India 
XVIII. -Urdu- Arab. mal;all, f.J;alla lodge. 

mahaleb mii·haleb kind of cherry. XVI 
(macaleb). -F. macaleb (now mah-)- Arab. 
mal;lab; later assim. to Arab. in form. 

maharajah maharii·d3a title of some In
dian princes. XVII (mau raja). -Hind. 
mahiiriijii, f. mahii great (cf. MAGNITUDE)+ 
riijii RAJAH. So mahara·nee. XIX. -Hindi 
maharani (riini queen). 

mahatma mahre·tma in Esoteric Buddhism, 
one possessing preternatural powers. XIX. 
- Skr. mahiitman, f. mahii (see prec.)+ 
iitmdn soul (cf. OE. ii!]Jm, G. atem breath). 

mahdi mii·di Mohammedanmessiah. xvm. 
-Arab. mahdiy 'he who is guided right', pp. 
of hadii lead in the right way. 

mah-jong miid3o'IJ game resembling domi
noes. xx. Chinese, f. ma sparrow, djung 
play. 

mahlstick see MAULSTICK. 
mahogany maho·gani wood of a tree of 

tropical America, Swietenia Mahagoni. XVII 
(mohogoney). Of unkn. origin; adopted as 
bot. L. by Linmeus (I76z) in the form 
mahagoni, whence the various Continental 
forms. 

Mahomet maho·mit. XIV (Wyclif, Ch.). 
ME. Mac(h)amete, Mako-- (O)F. Mahomet, 
t Mach-, medL. Ma(c)hometus- Arab. Mu
l;ammad, now repr. by Mohammed mou
hre·mid founder of the religion of Islam. 
So Maho·metAN. XVI. - medL. 1\Iahome
tiinus, etc.; so F. Mahou·nd, later form (xvr) 
of tMahoun, tMahun (xm, La::;.). -OF. 
Mahun, -um, shortening of Mahomet. Cf. 
MAUMET. 

mahout mahau·t elephant-driver. xvn. 
-Hindi mahdut, mahdwat :- Skr. mahii
mdtra high official, lit. 'great in measure'. 

Mahratta, -atti older forms of Maratlza, 
MARATHI. 

maid meid. XII. Shortening of MAIDEN; in 
sense 'female servant' XIV (Gower). «] For 
the loss of final n cf. clue, eve, game. 

maidan maidii·n esplanade, parade ground. 
XVII (Purchas). P ers. 

maiden mei·dn girl, young woman; virgin; 
female servant. OE. mmgden n. = OHG. 
magatin :-Germ. *magadinam, dim. (see 
-EN1), f. *magadiz maid, virgin, which is 
repr. by OE. mreg(e)p, OS. magath, OHG. 
magad (G. magd; whence dim. miidchen), 
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Goth. magaps, and is rei. to Germ. *maguz 
:-IE. *moghus boy, young man, whence 
OE., OS. magu, ON.m{lgr, Goth. magus son, 
young man, Oir. mug slave, Av. magu young 
man. «.Jl The application to castles is usu. 
taken to imply 'virgin', i.e. unviolated, an 
interpretation not borne out by Castrum 
Puellarum 'maidens' fort', appliecl to Edin
burgh in the Middle Ages. c;_ the equiv. 
G. Magdeburg. 

maieutic meiju:tik pert. to the Socratic 
method of bringing out latent conceptions. 
xvn. -Gr. maieutik6s obstetric (used fig. 
of Socratic methods), f. maieuesthai act as 
midwife, f. maia midwife; see -Ic. 

maigre meigar involving abstinence from 
flesh meat. XVII. F. j see MEAGRE. 

maiP meil ring or plate of armour; armour 
composed of rings or chain-work XIV; breast 
feathers of a hawk xv. - (O)F. maille mesh 
= Pr. malha (whence It. maglia, etc.) :- L. 
macula spot, mesh. 

mai12 meil (now Sc.) payment, tax, tribute. 
north. repr. of late OE. mal- ON. mdl 
speech, agreement = OE. mii!l speech; pro b. 
contr. form of the word appearing in OE. 
mrepel meeting, discussion, OS., OHG. 
mahal assembly, judgement, treaty, Goth. 
ma]Jl meeting-place (whencemedL. mallum): 
in sense the Eng. word corr. rather to ON. 
mdli stipulation, stipulated pay. See also 
BLACKMAIL. 

maiP meil (now Sc. and U.S.) pack, bag 
XIII ; bag of letters for conveyance by post ; 
person or vehicle conveying this. XVII. ME. 
male- OF. male (mod. malle bag, trunk) 
-Germ. (OHG. mal(a)ha wallet, bag). 
Hence vb. (orig. U.S). send by post. XIX. 

maim meim mutilating injury. XIV. ME. 
maheym (rare), maime, later also maine, Sc. 
tmanyie- OF. mayhem, mahaing, main( e), f. 
mahaignier, mayner (whence maim vb. xm) 
= Pr. maganhar, It. magagnare :-Rom. 
*mahagniire, of unkn. origin. See also 
MAYHEM. 

main1 mein physical strength (surviving 
only in with might and m.). OE. mregen = 
OS. megin, OHG. magan, megin, ON. magn, 
meg(i)n, f. base *mag- have power ; see MAY1 • 

main 2 mein (dial.) of great size XIII ; strong, 
mighty (surviving only in sense 'sheer' in 
phr. by m.jorce); (dial.) great in number or 
degree XIV; chief in size, extent, or order xv. 
Partly repr. OE. mregen MAIN1 in comps., as 
mregenfolc great company of people, mregen
strengo great strength, mregenrii!s mighty at
tack, mregenbyr]Jen heavy load; partly - rei. 
ON. megenn, megn strong, powerful, or 
megin (in combination). There are many 
special collocations: e.g. m. chance xvr, 
mainland XIV (prob. after ON. meginland), 
tm. sea XVI (cf. ON. meginsj6r); m. drain 
XVIII ; from these, by ellipsis, arose sb. uses 
of the m.: e.g. (I) pro b. from the m. chance, 
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a throw in the game of hazard, (hence) the 
most important part, subject, etc. (now 
chiefly in phr. in the m.) xvr; (z) from the 
m. sea, the high sea XVI ; (3) from m. drain, 
chief sewer xvm. Hence mai·nLY 2 tvigo
rously XIII ; tgreatly XIV; for the most part 
XVII (Milton). 

main3 mein (Sc. and north.) tpl. demesne 
lands XV; home farm XVI. Aphetic of DO
MAIN, DEMESNE. 

mainour see MANNER2• 

mainpernor mei·np5:Jn~.I (leg.) surety for 
a prisoner's appearance. XIV (PPI.). -AN. 
mainpernour (for -prenour), f. mainprendre, f. 
main hand(:- L. manu-s)+prendre take, the 
equiv. of medL. manucapere 'take in the 
hand', assume responsibility for. So mai ·n
prize. XIV (PPI.). -AN., OF. mein-, main
prise, f. mainprendre; see MANUAL, PRIZE2 • 

maintain meintei·n, m~n- support the per
son or cause of XIII (Cursor M.); tpractise 
habitually; carry on, continue; support, pro
vide for xrv. ME. maintene, -teine repr. tonic 
stem of (O)F. maintenir (AN. maintener) = 
Pr., Sp. mantener, It. mantenere :- Rom. 
"'maniitenere, f. L. manu, abl. of manus hand 
+tenere hold. So maintenANCE mei·nti
nans tdemeanour; support of a party or 
cause (spec. wrongful sustentation of a suit); 
provision of livelihood XIV. -OF. mainte
nance, f. maintenir; cf. Pr. mantenensa, etc. 

maiolica var. of MAJOLICA. 

maison(n)ette meizane·t small house XIX; 
part of a house let separately xx. F., dim. of 
maison j see MANSION, -ETTE. 

maize meiz Indian com. XVI (mais, mahiz, 
mayis, etc.). -F. mats, tmahiz, or its source 
Sp. maiz, tmahiz, -is, tmayz, of Carib 
origin. 

majesty mre·d3isti sovereign power (first 
of the glory of God) XIII; kingly dignity XVI. 
-(O)F. majeste (earlier maeste), corr. to Pr. 
maiestat, etc.- L. majestas, -tat-, f. "'majes-, 
var. of "'maj6s- (majus, major); see MAJOR, 
-TY. Hence maje·stiC XVII, -!CAL XVI. 

majolica mad3o·lika fine kind of Italian 
pottery. XVI. - It. maiolica. f. name of the 
island Majorca, formerly tMajolica, where 
ace. to J. C. Scaliger (I557) the best ware of 
this kind was made; cf. F. majolique, mazo
lique, tmajorique. 

major1 mei·d3a.1 officer below the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. XVII. -F. major, short 
for sergent-major sergeant-major, which orig. 
designated a much higher rank than at 
present. Also in m.-general (xvu), earlier 
sergeant-m.-general (xvii). -F. major-gem!
ral, where major is sb. and general adj. (cf. 
G. generalmajor). - L. major; see next. 
major-domo mei·d3a.1 dou·mou chief 
official of a household. xvr. Earliest forms 
maior-, mayordome- (partly through F. 
majordome) Sp. mayordomo, It. maggiordomo 
- medL. major domiis (domiis, g. of domus 
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house) highest official of the royal household 
under the Merovingians, 'mayor of the 
palace'. 4J1 So majores domus regiae at the 
court of Theodoric (Cassiodorus). 

major• mei·d3aJ greater, first in technical 
use in logic and math. ; constituting the 
majority. XVI. - L. major(:- "'magjos) com
par. of magnus great (see MAGNITUDE). Some 
uses may depend on F. majeur, tmaiour, 
learned variant of OF. maour, ace. of maire 
MAYOR (cf. Seinte Marie pe maiour, i.e. 
Santa Maria Maggiore, XIV). So majoriTY 
mad3o·rrti tsuperiority; state of being of 
full age xvr; greater number or part XVII. 
-F. majorite- medL. majoritas. t]J In the 
sense 'rank of a major' a distinct word XVIII 
-F. majorite, f. major MAJOR1• 

majuscule mad3A·skjul tcapital (letter); 
(palreogr.) large (also sb.). XIX. - F. maju
scule- L. majusculus somewhat larger, dim. 
of major, n. mlijus; see MAJOR •. 

make meik pt., pp. made meid bring into 
existence, subject to an operation, cause 
to be, cause (something to happen). OE. 
macian (early ME. macan, macen, makie-n) 
= OFris. makia, OS. mak6n (Du. maken), 
OHG. mahh6n (G. machen) :- WGerm. 
"'makojan, f. "'mako- MATCH1 (MSw. maka 
construct, Sw. make move, Da. mage manage, 
arrange, are from LG.); plausibly referred to 
IE. "'mag- repr. by Gr. mdssein (aorist pass. 
magenai) knead, mdgeiros cook, mageus baker, 
OS!. mazati anoint, grease. The sense
history is uncertain. OE. macian is not very 
frequent, and is used mainly in factitive 
and causative meanings, and hit macian 
behave, but in late use the verb, as in early 
WGerm., corr. in use to L.facere do. Hence 
sb. manner, style, form. XIV. makER1 rnei•ka.x 
manufacturer, creator XIII (Cursor M.); 
(arch.) poet (ult. tr. Gr.poeds) XIV (Usk). See 
MATCH.1 

maki mei·ki, mre·ki lemur. XVIII. - F., 
repr. Malagasy maka. 

mal- mrel, formerly often tmale- (pro
nounced as one syll.), repr. F. mal-, L. male 
badly, ill (cf. MALE-), first in words adopted 
from F., later generalized, as in maladmini
stration XVII, malconduct XVIII, malcontent 
XVI, malodorous XIX, malpractice xvn, mal
treat xvm; less freq. repr. OF. adj. mal, 
L. malus bad, evil (rei. to IE. "'mel-; cf. Gr. 
meleos vain, useless, unhappy), as in tmal
adventure, tmalease (cf. MALAISE), tmalengin, 
tmaltalent. 

malabathrum mrelabre·pram aromatic leaf 
(prob. of Cinnamomum), perfumed oint
ment from this. XVII (Holland). - L. mala-, 
malobathrum, -on- Gr. mald-, mlilObathron 
- Skr. tamalapattra, f. tamala name of vari
ous trees+pattra leaf. 

malachite mre·lakait (geol.) hydrous carbo
nate of copper occurring as a green mineral. 
XVI (melo-). -OF. melochite (now malachite) 
- L. malachites (Pliny)- Gr. molokhitis, f. 
mol6khe, var. of maldkhe MALLOW, 
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malaco- mre·lakou comb. form of Gr. 
malakos soft, as in malaco·LOGY- F. maloco
logie science of molluscs. 

malady mre•l:Jdi ill health, disease. xm. 
- (O)F. maladie, f. malade sick, ill = Pr. 
malapte, malaute, Cat. malalt, Olt. malatto 
:-Rom. *male habitu-s 'in bad condition', 
i.e. L. male badly + habitus (cf. Massurius 
Sabinus, equum nimis strigosum et male 
habitum), pp. of habere have, hold; see !\1AL-, 
HABIT, -Y3• 

malaga mre·l:1gii white wine exported from 
Malaga, a seaport in the south of Spain. 
XVII (Mallego, Maligo). 

Malagasy mrel:Jgre·si pert. to (a native of) 
Madagascar; sb. its language. XIX (r835). 
f. Malegass, -gash, varr. of Madegass, -cass, 
after or parallel with F. malgache, madecasse, 
adj. f. the name of the island, which is 
found as Madagascar in xvn. 

malaguetta mrel<Jgwe·t<J capsules of Amo
mum Meliguetta. XVI. Earlier forms man
guetta, manegete, mellegette- F. maniguette, 
t-guet, alt. of malaguette - Sp. malagueta; 
cf. medL. melegeta, poss. dim. of It. melica 
millet; if of Eur. origin, perh. corrupted 
through some W. Afr. language. 

malaise mrelei ·z bodily discomfort or suffer
ing. XVIII (Chesterfield). - (O)F. malaise 
(adopted in ME. as males), f. OF. mal bad 
(L. malus)+aise EASE. 

malander, mallender mre·lind<JJ scabby 
eruption in horses. xv. - (O)F. malandre 
( = It. malandre, etc.) :- L. malandria (pl.) 
pustules on the neck. Also pl. XVII. 

malapert mre·lap~Jt (arch.) impudent. xv. 
-OF. malapert, f. mal- (indicating the oppo
site)+apert, var. of espert EXPERT, but appre
hended as iff. MAL- improperly-t-apert bold, 
PERT. 

malapropism mre·l<~prvpizm ludicrous 
misapplication of language. XIX. f. name 
of Mrs. Malaprop, character in Sheridan's 
play of 'The Rivals' (I77S), remarkable for 
her misuse of words, f. malapropos inoppor
tune(ly) XVII (Dryden) - F. mal a propos 
not to the purpose; see MAL-, APROPOS, -ISM. 
Malaprop was formerly so used, and as adj. 

malaria m:Jlr:J·ri<J fever formerly supposed 
to be caused by exhalations from marshy 
places. XVIII (mal'aria, H. Walpole). -It. 
mal' aria for mala aria 'bad AIR'; cf. MAL-. 

male meil pert. to the sex that begets off
spring. XIV(Barbour, PP!., Trevisa, Maund., 
Wycl. Bible). - OF. male, earlier masle 
(mod. male) = (mostly with specialized 
senses) Pr. mascle, Sp. maslo, Pg. macho, 
It. maschio, Rum. mascur :- L. masculus (see 
MASC'GLINE and cf. MALLARD); in legal use 
the AN. sp. masle continued till XVII. 

male-, repr. L. male-, comb. form of adv. 
male (see MAL-) in malediction mrelidi·k
f<~n cursing, curse. xv. - L. maledictio(n-); 
see DICTION and cf. MALISON. malefac-

MALLEABLE 

tor mre·lifrekt<JJ evil-doer, criminal. xv. 
-(partly through OF. malfaicteur) L. male
factor (facere no1). maleFIC male·fik pro
ductive of evil. XVII. - L. maleficus. 
male·FICENT. XVII (Cudworth). male• 
volENT m<Jle·valent disposed to ill will. 
XVI. - OF. malivolent or L. malevolent-, -ens 
(volens, prp. of velle WILL). male·voLENCE. 
XV (Caxton). - OF. or L. 

malfeasance mrelfi·zans (leg.) official mis
conduct. XVII. -AN. malfaisance, f. mal
faisour (adopted in ME. XIV), f. phr. mal 
jaire do evil; see MALEFACTOR, -ANCE, 

malgre malgre see MAUGRE. 
malice mre·lis tbadness xm (Cursor M.); 
·~harmfulness XIV (Wycl.}; mischievous in
tent XIII (RGlouc.), spec. leg. XVI. - (O)F. 
malice- L. malitia, f. malus bad; see MAL-. 
So malicrocs m:>li·fas. xm (AncrR.).- OF. 
malicius (mod. -ieux)- L. maliti6sus. 

malign malai·n evil in nature and effects 
XIV (Shoreham); (arch.) malevolent xv. 
-OF. maligne, fern. of malin, or its source 
L. malignus, f. malus evil (cf. MAL-, MALE-, 
and for the ending BENIG:>~). malign vb. 
tspeak evil, plot xv (Lydg.); tdislike, envy 
XVI; speak ill ofxvn. -OF. malignier or late 
L. maligndre contrive maliciously. malig
DITY mali·gniti. XIV (Ch.). -OF. or L. So 
malignANT mali·gn;~nt tdisposed to rebel 
XVI (also sb., hist.); of evil effect or disposi
tion xvr. - prp. of L. maligndre, f. malignus 
(the use of ecclesia malignantium 'congrega
tion of evildoers' in the Vulgate of Psalm 
xxv[i] 5, used by patristic writers for fol
lowers of Antichrist, is the source of Church 
1\1alignant). 

malinger mali·l)gaJ feign illness XIX; back
formation from mali·ngerER1 (XVIII}. app. 
f. (O)F. malingre (as a personal name XIII), 
perh. f. mal- MAL-+ haingre weak, thin, 
pro b. of Germ. origin (cf. MHG. hager thin, 
lean). Cf. Du. malenger, vb. -eren. 

malison mre·lisan (arch.) curse. XIII (Cursor 
M.). -OF. malison, maleison- L. male
dictio(n-) MALEDICTION. 

malkin, mawkin m5·kin tfemale personal 
name typical of lower classes XIII; (arch.) 
slut, drab XVI; (dial.) mop xv; (dial.) scare
crow XVII. dim. of ME. M"alde Maud, 
Matilda (OF. lvlahault- Germ. lvlahthildis 
'strength-battle'); see -KIN. 

mall see PALL-MALL. 
mallard mre·laJd wild drake or duck. XIV. 
-OF. mallart, (now) malart, prob. for 
*maslart, f. masle MALE; see -ARD. C.lf The 
:VIE. vars. mau(d)lard agree with this deriv. 
as much as with that proposed from OHG. 
proper name lt!adelhart ( = OE. Mre]Jel
heard), since madle, maule are A~. and ME. 
vars. of MALE; cf. AL. mathlardus. 

malleable mre·liabl that may be hammered 
without breaking. XIV (Ch.). -OF. malle
able- medL. malleiibilis, f. L. malleiire ham
mer, f. malleus; see MAUL\ -ABLE, 
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mallet mre·lit (wooden) hammer. xv 
(mail:;et, mailet). - (O)F. maillet, f. (with 
-et denoting instrument, as in foret borer, 
jouet plaything) mailler hammer, f. mail 
hammer, MAUL1• 

mallow mre·lou wild plant, genus Malva. 
OE. mealuwe, -(e)we- L. malva, rei. to Gr. 
maldkhe, mol6khe, and prob. of Mediter
ranean origin. (ME. and dial. vars. are 
maul, pl. maws). Cf. MAUVE. 

malin miim soft friable rock, light loamy 
soil. OE. *'mealm (in mealmsttin friable 
stone, and mealmiht sandy)= ON. malmr 
ore, metal, Goth. malma sand, f. *'mal
*'mel- grind (see MEAL1); cf. OS., MHG. 
melm dust, from the e-var. of the base. 

malmaison mrelmei·z<>n variety of carna
tion. XIX. Short for souvenirs de Malmaison 
'memories of Malmaison' (the name of the 
chateau at which the empress Josephine held 
her court), orig. the name of a blush rose. 

malmsey ma·mzi strong sweet wine. xv 
(malmesey). - MDu., MLG. malmesie, -eye 
(in medL. malmasia), f. Gr. place-name 
Monemvasia (MovEf.l.~aala) in the Morea, of 
which the var. Malvasia gave MALVOISIE. 

Malpighian mrelpi·gi;m (anat.). XIX. f. 
name of Marcello Malpighi (1628-94), 
Italian physician; see -IAN. 

malt molt barley, etc., for brewing. OE. 
malt, (mealt) = OS. malt (Du. mout), 
(O)HG. malz, ON. malt:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *'maltaz n. (whence Finnish maltas 
and Slovene mlato), rei. to Germ. *'malta- or 
*'maltu- (cf. Skr. mridu) soft, repr. in OHG. 
malt (G. malz) soft, weak, ON. maltr rotten; 
f. base of MELT. Hence ma·ltsTER. XIV. 

maltha mre·l]n kind of cement xv; bitu
men, mineral pitch or tar. XVII. - L.- Gr. 
mdltha, mdlthe mixture of wax and pitch. 

Malthusian mrelpiu:zian pert. to Thomas 
Robert Malthus (r766-r835), who advocated 
checks on the growth of population; see 
-IAN. 

malvaceous mrelvei·Jias pert. to the mal
lows. XVII. f. L. malvticeus (Pliny), f. malva 
MALLOW; see -ACEOUS. 

malversation mrelva.rsei·fan corrupt ad
ministration. xvr. - F. malversation, f. 
malverser- L. male verstiri (male ill, MAL-+ 
verstiri behave, conduct oneself, f. vers-, pp. 
stem of vertere turn (see -WARD, WORTH). 

malvoisie mre·lvoizi (arch.) malmsey. XIV. 
ME. malvesin, malvesie- OF. malvesie, from 
the F. form (cf. It. Malvasia) of the place
name Monemvasia; see MALMSEY. tJ[ The 
forms in -in, -yn suggest an OF. adj. forma
tion ; cf. medL. vinum malvasinum ; the 
present form is that of modF. 

mam mrem (dial.)mother. XVI. prob.repr. 
a child's earliest instinctive attempts to 
articulate; cf. MAMMA. tJ[ Identical with 
W. mam mother, but this is unlikely to be 
the inlmed. source. Hence mammy•. XVI. 

MAN 

pous-sounding title. XVII (Dryden). The 
mock-Turkish title conferred by the Sultan 
on M. Jourdain in Moliere's 'Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme' (r67o). 

mameluke mre·maliUk one of the military 
body, orig. Caucasian slaves, that seized the 
throne of Egypt in 1254· XVI. -F. mameluk 
(OF. mamelus), It. mammalucco, Sp., Pg. 
mameluco, medL. mameluc, -uchus- Arab. 
mamliik slave, sb. use of pp. of malaka 
possess. 

mamilla mami·la nipple. xvn. L., dim. 
of mamma breast, teat ; see next. Hence 
ma·millARY. xvn; after L. mtimilltiris. 

mamma', mama mama· mother. XVI. 
repr. redupl. of a syllable instinctiv«ily 
uttered by young children, who are also 
taught to use it as their word for 'mother', 
esp. where the ordinary word in the language 
begins with m; of IE. origin, *'mamma being 
repr. by Gr. mdmme, L. mamma (mother, 
teat, breast; see next), OS!., Russ., Lith. 
mama, Ir., W. mam. The L. word is repr. 
in Rom. by F. maman XVI, It. mamma, Sp. 
mama (mamd from F.), Rum. mumd. In 
educated Eng. use pronounced mama·; dial. 
and U.S. vars. are mre·ma, ma·ma. Short
ened to mama (dial. and U.S.) XIX. 

mamma2 mre·ma (anat.) breast in mam
mals. XVII. L. (see prec.). Hence ma·m
mARY. XVII. 

mammal mre·mal (xix) animal of the class 
mammalia mamei·lia, who suckle their 
young XVIII. modL. (Linnreus), n. pl. of 
L. mammtilis, f. mamma; see prec., -AL1• 

mammee mremi· large tree of tropical 
America. XVI. - Sp. mamei (whence F. 
mamey), of Haytian origin, whence modL. 
mammea (Linnreus). 

mammet see MAUMET. 
mammon mre·man (personification of) 

riches. XVI (Tindale, following Luther). 
Earlier Mammona (e.g. in PPI.) as a proper 
name for 'the devil of covetousness' -late L. 
(Vulg.) mam(m)ona, mam(m)on- N.T.Gr. 
mam(m)6nt1s (Matt. vi 24, Luke xvi 9, I I, I3) 
-Aramaic mtimonti, mtimon riches, gain. 

mammoth mre·map large extinct elephant. 
XVIII. - Russ. tmammot (Ludolf, 1696), 
now mdmont, of Ostiak (Siberian) origin. 
The Eng. form, F. mammouth, and G. 
mammut are ult. due to misreading of ou 
for on in Tatar mamont, said to be f. mama 
'earth' because the animal was supposed to 
have burrowed. 

mamsell mremze-1. XIX (Thackeray). -F. 
mam'selle MADEMOISELLE. 

man mren pl. men human being ; adult 
male OE.; vassal, manservant XII; (dial.) 
husband XIII. OE. man(n), mon(n), d.sg. 
menn (:- *'menni), pl. menn (:- *'manniz), also 
manna, manna, corr. to OFris. man, mon, 
OS. man, OHG. man sg. and pl. (Du. man, 
G. mann, pl. with numerals mann, new for
mations mannen, manner), ON. maar, rarely 
mannr (g. manns, pl. menn}, Goth. manna mamamouchi ma:mamu·tfi typical pom
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(g. mans, pl. mans, mannans); the various 
forms belong to two Germ. stems *mann-, 
*mannon-; a third stem *manna- is repr. by 
the tribal names Alemanni (see ALEMANIC) 
and Marcomanni 'boundary-people'; a pre
Geml. *manw-, *mane- appears in l'vfannus 
(Tacitus' 'Germania'), a founder of the West 
Gem1anic peoples, and links with the base 
of Skr. mdnu- man, mankind, Mdnu pro
genitor of mankind, mdnusha man, and OS!. 
(with g-suffix) mqzi. 
The prominent sense in OE. was 'human 

being', the words distinctive of sex being 
~oer and wif, wmp(n)man and wifman WOMAN. 
In some Germ. langs. this sense is expressed 
by deriv. (orig. adj.) in -isk- -ISH1 (e.g. OS., 
OHG. mennisco, Du., G. mensch), the simple 
word having at the same time specialized 
applications of the sense, as in Du. iemand, 
G. jemand anybody, Du., G. niemand no
body, Du. men, G. man 'one', people. 
The sense 'ship' (as in Frenchman) appears 

in xv; so merchantman, (East) Indiamcm. 
Among spec. phr. is man-at-arms XVI (for
merly tman of arms, Gower), tr. OF. homme 
d' armes and a armes; cf. medL. homo ad anna 
(xm). The sense of 'piece' used in chess ap
pears uncompounded c.I400, and in xv in 
chesemen and tabilmenys (r469), tabylle man 
(1483), after A}<. hum, medL. homo. Hence 
man vb. Late OE. (ge)mannian, with carr. 
forms in other langs. ma·nnooD, t-HEAD 
XIII. ma·nnrsH1 thun<an; n<asculine XIV 
(Ch.); pert. to a grown man XVI; charac
teristic of a male XVIII. rep!. OE. mennisc 
(of CGerm. origin). ma·nsLAUGH:TER xvn 
(Cursor M.; leg. xv); superseded tman
slaught, OE. (Anglian) mannsheht, the second 
el. being :-Germ. *slaxtiz, f. *slax- SLAY. 

manacle mre·h::lkl fetter for the hand. XIV. 
ME. manicle- (O)F. manicle handcuff, also 
(as in modF.) gauntlet- L. manicula little 
hand, handle, in medL. gauntlet, dim. of 
manus hand (see MANUAL); assim. later to 
words in -acle. Hence vb. XIV. 

manage mre·nid3 training of a horse; 
action and paces of a horse XVI; riding
school XVII. - It. maneggio (whence F. 
manege), f. maneggiare ( = Pr. manejar, 
Sp. manosear) :-Rom. *manidiare, f. manus 
hand (see MANUAL), whence ma·nage vb. 
train (a horse); handle, wield; conduct (an 
affair), control (a person) xvr; do success
fully XVIII. First in the form manege, the 
ending of which was early assim. to -AGE; 
but in the techn. uses the F. form finally 
prevailed. In xvn-xvm the vb. was often 
identified with F. menager use sparingly (see 
MENAGE). Hence ma·nageMENT. XVI. 

manakin mre·n::lkin small gaily-coloured 
passerine bird. XVIII. var. of MANIKI.'o<. 
q Hence modL. Manacus as the generic 
name. 

manatee mrenati·large aquatic cetacean. XVI. 
- Sp. manati- Carib manattoui. (jf Identi
fied with modL. mantitus having hands, with 
ref. to the hand-like fins. 

MANDIBLE 

manchet mm·ntJit (hist.) finest wheaten 
bread; small loaf of this. xv. perh. f. 
tmaine (xv), aphetic of demaine m pain
demaine-ttcheat (xv) wheaten bread of 
second quality; or dim. of AN. *menche for 
tdemenche :- L. dominica, fern. of dominicus 
DOMINI CAL. 

manchineel mrentJiru·I W. Indian tree 
Hippomane l\1ancinella. XVII. - F. mance
nille - Sp. manzanilla, dim. of manzana 
apple, alt. form of OSp. mazana ( = Pg. 
maziia) :-L. matitina (sc.poma, mala apples), 
n.pl., taken as sg., of Matitinus, f. 1'datius, 
current designation ofGaius 11-1 atius Cal vena, 
author of a book on cookery, after whom the 
apple (malum A:latianum) was prob. named. 

manciple mre·nsipl official who purchases 
provisions. XIII (AncrR.). -AN., OF. man
ciple, var. of mancipe :- L. mancipium pur
chase, slave (orig. one obtained by legal 
purchase), f. manus hand+ *cip-, capere 
take j see MANUAL, CAPTURE. 

ntancus mre·IJbs (hist.) Anglo-Saxon 
money of account. OE. mancus = OS. 
mancus, OHG. (ace. pl.) manclzussa- medL. 
mancusus, -Arab. manqzls, sb. use (sc. dinar 
DINAR) of pp. of naqasa paint, embroider, 
engrave, strike (coin). 

-mancy repr. (O)F. -mancie- late L. -man
tia - Gr. mantefii divination, f. manteziesthai 
prophesy, f. mdntis prophet, diviner. Some 
of the comps. with this ending repr. words 
recorded in Gr., as clziromancy, necromancy, 
others of late L. or medL., as geomancy, 
hydromancy; and others have been formed 
on Gr. models, as crystallomancy, lithomancy. 
t;I[ Lydgate in 'Assembly of the Gods', 
c.qzo, has: Adryomancy, Ornomancy, 
Pyromancy (1. 869). 

mandamus mremlei·rn;JS (leg.) royal writ 
directing the performance of a certain act. 
XVI. - L. 'we command', 1st pers. pl. pres. 
ind. of mandtire (see MANDATE). 

mandarin' rn:E·nd;Jrin Chinese official (the 
native name is kwan). XVI. - Pg. mandarim 
(after mandar command)- Malay mantri 
-Hindi mantri :- Skr. mantrin counsellor, 
f. mantra counsel, f. man (see MIND). So F. 

mandarin 2 mre·nd;Jrin small kind of 
orange. XIX. -F. mandarine (sc. orange; 
cf. Sp. namnja mandarina), fern. of mandarin 
(see prec.); prob. so named from the yellow 
of mandarins' costume. 

mandate mre·ndeit, -It command, spec. 
legal or judicial XVI ; commission or contract 
by which one acts for another XVII. - L. 
mandatum, sb. use of n. pp. of mandtire en
join, commit, f. manus hand+ *do (dare) 
give j see MANUAL, -ATE1• So ma·ndatARY 
xvn, ma·ndatoRY XVI. -late L. mandti
tiir,ius, nzandiitOrius. 

mandible mre·ndlbl jaw, jawbone. XVI. 
-OF. mandible, later mandibule, or its source 
late L. mandibula, -ulum, f. mandere chew. 
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MANDILION 

mandilion ma:ndi·ljan (hist.) loose coat or 
cassock. XVI. -F. mandilion- It. mandi
glione, augm. of mandiglia- F. mandille, 
earlier mandil - Sp. mandil- Arab. mandil 
sash, turban cloth, handkerchief- medGr. 
mandiilian - L. mantelium, -telum MANTLE. 

mandolin mre·ndalin instrument of the 
lute kind. XVIII. - F. mandoline- It. mando
lina, dim. of mandala, var. of mandara; cf. 
BANDORE, PANDORE. 

mandragora mrendrre·gara plant of S. 
Europe and the East having emetic and 
narcotic properties. In OE. in L. form; in 
ME. anglicized or - (O)F. mandragore -
medL. mandragora, L. -as - Gr. mandra
goras, prob. of pre-Hellenic origin. The 
L. form has been established since Sh. 
('Othello' III iii 330). 

mandrake mre·ndreik mandragora. XIV. 
ME. also -ag(g)e, pro b. - MDu. mandrage, 
mandragre-medL. MANDRAGORA; alt. to man
drake was prob. in allusion to the man-like 
form of the root of the plant, and assoc. with 
DRAKE1 dragon (cf. the var. tmandragon) 
because of the plant's supposed magical 
properties. 

mandrel, -dril ma:·ndral A. miner's pick 
XVI; B. arbor of a lathe XVII; C core of cast 
or moulded metal XVIII. Of unkn. origin; 
senses B and C are identical with those of 
F. mandt·in (late XVII). 

mandrill ma:·ndril largest of the baboons. 
XVIII. app. f. MAN+DRILL 2• 

manducation mrendjukei·Jan eating XVI; 
chewing XVII. - late L. mandziciitio(n)-, f. 
L. mandilciire, f. mandilco guzzler, f. mandere 
chew. 

mane mein long hair on the back of the 
neck of certain animals. OE.manu = OFris. 
mana, (M)Du. mane, OHG. mana (G.mt'ihne, 
with irreg. mutation), ON. mQn :-Germ. 
*mana. (jj The orig. meaning of IE. *man
appears to have been 'neck' ; derivs. with 
the senses 'neck, nape of the neck, mane' 
are Olcel. makki (Sw., Da. manke), Oir. 
muin, muinel, mong, Skr. mdnya, and with 
the sense 'necklace, collar' OE. mene, OS. 
meni, OHG. menni pl., ON. men) :- *mani-, 
L. manile, Doric Gr. mdn(n)os, m6nnos, 
Gaulish manidkes (Polybius), Oir. muince. 

manege mre·nei3 see MANAGE. 

manes mei·niz souls of the departed, esp. 
as beneficent spirits. (XIV) XVII. L. manes 
pl., plausibly (but not certainly) referred to 
manis, manus good, the opposite of which 
is seen in im-manis cruel. 

manganese mre·I]ganiz black mineral XVII, 
later recognized as an oxide of the mineral so 
named XVIII. - F. manganese- It. manga
nese, unexpl. alt. of medL. magnesia (also 
mangnesia) MAGNESIA. 

mange meind3 cutaneous disease of hairy 
and woolly animals. XIV. ME. maniewe, 
later mangie, shortened to mange (xvi)- OF. 
manjue, mangeue itch, f. manju-, pres. ind. sg. 

MANIA 

stem of mangier (mod. manger) eat :- L. 
mandiiciire (see MANDUCATION). Hence 
ma·ngY1• XVI (Skelton). 

mangel-, mangold-wurzel mre·IJgal 
wa·;rzal variety of beet. XVIII. -G. mangold
wurzel, f. mangald, tmanegolt beet+wurzel 
root (cf. WORT). The altered form G. 
mangelwurzel, due to assoc. with mangel 
want, was sometimes tr. 'root of scarcity' 
(so F. racine de disette). 

manger mei·nd3a;r trough for cattle fodder. 
XIV (manyour, maniore). - (O)F. mangeoire, 
f. mangeure = Pr. manjadoira, Cat. menja
dara, It. mangiatoia :-Rom. *mandiiciitoria, 
f. mandiiciit- j see MANDUCATION. 

mangle1 mre·l)gl hack or cut about. XIV. 
-AN. mangler, *mahangler (cf. medL. 
mangulare), prob. frequent. of mahaignier 
MAIM j see -LE 3• 

mangle2 mre·IJgl machine for rolling and 
pressing laundered clothing, etc. (an old 
form of which consisted of a stone-filled 
chest worked with a rack and pinion). XVIII. 
- Du. mangel, short for synon. mangelstok, 
f. mangelen mangle+ stok staff, roller, STOCK; 
ult. from Gr. mdgganon (see MANGONEL). 

mango mre·l)gou fruit of the tropical tree 
Mangifera indica. XVI (rnanga, -as). First 
- Pg. manga (whence modL. mangas), later 
altered to the Du. form mango - Malay 
maygii- Tamil mank<"iy, f. miin mango-tree 
+kay fruit. 

mangonel mre·IJganel military engine for 
casting stones. XIII. -OF. rnangonel, -elle 
(mod. mangonneau), carr. to Pr. manganel, 
It. manganelle, - medL. manganellus, -gan-, 
dim. f. late L. manganum - Gr. mdgganon 
engine of war, axis of a pulley. 

mangosteen mre·IJgostin fruit of the E. In
dian tree Garcinia Mangostana. XVI. -Malay 
manggustan (now manggis). 

mangrove mre·IJgrouv tree of the genus 
Rhizophora, esp. R. Mangle. XVII. Early 
forms mangrowe, mangrave, later assim. to 
GROVE; obscurely connected with Pg. man
gue, Sp. mangle (whence F. mangle), all re
corded XVI, from the Arawaks of Hayti. 
l!.lf Malay mangi-mangi may be of Pg. origin. 

manhandle mfe·nh1endl twield (a tool) xv; 
move by force of men alone XIX. f. MAN+ 
HANDLE. The sense 'handle roughly' (XIX) 
is a distinct development, pass. based on 
dial. manangle, alt. form of MANGLE1• 

mania mei·nia highly excited form of mad
ness XIV (Ch. has manye); great enthusiasm, 
craze XVII. -late L. mania-Gr. mania, rei. 
to mainesthai be mad, f. *nm- *men- ; see 
MIND, -IA1• As a terminal el. it was used in 
later Gr., e.g. in gunaikamanfa mad passion 
for women, hippomaniii passionate love of 
horses, on the model of which a number of 
camps. were formed in mod. medical L., 
e.g. nymphomania; later imitations of these 
are kleptomania, megalomania. The cur
rency in XVII-XVIII of F. words in -manie, 
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MANICHEE 

e.g. bibliomanie mania for books, suggested 
carr. Eng. formations in -mania, some of 
which were transitory, e.g. scribbleomania 
(Coleridge). The sbs. in -mania have carr. 
adj. forms in -maniac (one) affected with the 
particular mania. So maniAC mei·nirek, 
maniAcAL m~nai·~bl. XVII. -late L. mania
cus - late Gr. maniah6s. 

Manichee mreniki· heretic holding dualistic 
belief in God and Satan. XIV. -late L. 
Manichreus, f. name of the founder of the 
sect, Manes or Manichams. Also Mani
chre·AN. XVI. 

manicure mre·nikjuaJ one who treats r88o, 
treatment of r887, the hands and finger
nails. - F.manicure (I877), f. L. manus hand 
+cura care; see MANUAL, CURE. 

manifest mre·nifest clearly revealed, ob
vious. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. manifeste or L. 
manifestus, earlier manujestus, f. manus hand 
(see MANUAL)+ *festus struck (cf. injestus 
dangerous), f. base of defendere DEFEND. So 
ma·nifest vb. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. manifester 
or L. manijestiire. manifestA'TION. xv. -
late L. manife·sto i·proof; public declara
tion. XVII. - It. manifesto (f. the vb. mani
festare), whence also ma·nifest sb. tmani
festation XVI; tmanifesto XVII; list of ship's 
cargo XVIII. 

manifold mre·nifould numerous and varied. 
OE. manirifeald = OFris. manichfald, OHG. 
managfalt (G. mannigfalt), Goth. manag
falps, etc.; CGerm. f. 1\IANY+ -FOLD. As sb. 
pl. XIII j see MANYPLIES. 

manikin mre·nikin little man, dwarf xvu 
(Sh.); artist's lay figure XVIII. - Du. manne
ken (cited by Dee 157o), dim. of man MAN; 
see -KIN. Cf. MANNEQUIN. 

manilla1 m~ni-1~ ring of metal worn by 
African tribes. XVI. - Sp. manilla ( = Pg. 
manilha, It. maniglia), prob. dim. f. mano 
hand (see MANUAL). 

manilla• m~ni·l~ short for Manilla hemp. 
XIX; the correct form is J'.fanila, name of the 
capital of the Philippine Islands. 

manille m~ni·l second best trump or 
honour at quadrille and ombre. XVII (mal
lilio; in Pope manillio). The current form is 
- F. manille - Sp. malilla, dim. of mala used 
in the same sense, fern. (sc. carta card) of 
malo bad. 

manioc mre·ni:>k cassava. XVI. Earliest 
form manihot, from F. (but manioch is found 
XVII); repr. Tupi mandioca, Guarani mandio, 
which denotes the roots of the plant, the 
leaves being called manisoba, the stalk 
maniba, maniva, and the juice manipuera. 

maniple mre·nipl (eccl.) vestment worn 
suspended from the left arm (said to have 
been orig. a napkin) ; subdivision of the 
Roman legion XVI; "fhandful XVII. - OF. 
maniple (mod. manipule) or L. manipulus 
handful, troop of soldiers, f. manus hand 
(see MANUAL)+an unkn. el. t]f In the eccl. 
sense the earlier name was ]anon (xv), and 
in OE. handlin 'hand··linen'. 

MAN<EUVRE 

manipulation m;~nipjiilei·J;~n method of 
handling chemical apparatus XVIII ; manual 
management or examination XIX. -F. mani
pulation ( = Sp. manipulaci6n, It. mani
polazione)- modL. *manipuliitio(n-), f. 
*manipuliire, f. manipulus handful (e.g. of 
medicinal ingredients); see prec. and -ATION. 
So mani•pulATE 3 XIX; after F. manipuler. 

manis mei·nis scaly ant-eater. XVIII. 
modL. (Linnreus), said to be a spurious sg. 
of MANES. 

manitou mre·nitii (among Amer. Indians) 
spirit, fetish. XVII. - Algonkin manitu, 
manito, f. manit active pple. of a vb. meaning 
'surpass'+ predic. suffix ('he or it is manit'). 

mankind mrenkai·nd human species. XIII 
(Cursor M.). rep!. tmankin, OE. mancynn 
(MAN, KIN), by substitution of KIND1• 

manna mre·n~ miraculous food of Exodus 
xvi OE. ; juice from the bark of Fraxinus 
Ornus (manna ash) XVI. -late L. manna
Hellenistic Gr. mdnna (LXX, NT) - Ara
maic manna - Heb. man, carr. to Arab. 
mann, Egyptian mannu, the word being pro b. 
anciently current in the Sinaitic wilderness 
for the exudation of the tree Tamarix gal
lica. Traditionally derived (cf. Ex. xvi rs) 
from Aram. man hii what is it ? t]f Current 
in most European langs. with fig. uses. 

mannequin mre•nikin later (F.) form of 
. MANIKIN, in sense 'lay figure', 'dress
maker's model'. XVIII. 

manner1 mre·n~J kind, sort XII; way or 
mode of action; customary practice; (pl.) 
moral character; outward bearing XIII; (pl., 
tsg.) external behaviour XIV (Ch.); method 
or style XVII. ME. manere- AN. manere, 
(O)F. maniere = Pr. maneira (whence Sp. 
manera, It. maniera) :- Rom. *manuaria 
sb. use of fern. of L. manuiirius pert. to the 
hand, in Gallo-Rom. handy, convenient, f. 
manus hand (see MANUAL, -ARY). Hence 
ma·nnerED2 showing mannerism. XIX; 
after F. manit!re. ma·nnerrsM. c.r8oo. -IST. 
XVII (Dryden). ma·nnerLY1 and -LY 2• XIV, 

manner• mre·n;~.I in phr. with them. with 
the stolen thing in one's possession, (hence) 
in flagrante delicto. xv. orig. manor, maner, 
in law-book spelling mainour- AN. mai
noure, meinoure, mainoevere, OF. maneuvre 
(see next). The etymol. sense would be 'act 
or fact (of a crime)', but law-F. shows the 
concrete sense 'thing taken' ; the phr. pris 
ovmainoure (taken with 'mainour') was pro b. 
framed to repr. OE. ret hrebbendre handa 
gefangen taken with the hand holding (the 
theft). 

manreuvre, U.S. maneuver m;~nii·v;u, 
m~nju·v;~.I evolution of naval or military 
forces. xvm. -F. manCEuvre (OF. man
uevre), f. manCEuvrer (whence Pr., Pg. 
manobrar, Sp. maniobrar, It. manovrare, 
and manreuvre vb. XVIII):- medL. manu
operiire, for L. manu operiiri (-lire) work 
with the hand j see MANUAL, OPERATE. 
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MANOMETER 

manometer mam:>"mit;u instrument for 
measuring the elastic force of fluids. XVIII. 
-F. manometre (Varignon), f. Gr. man6s 
thin, rare; see -METER. 

manor mre·na.I tmansion, country resi
dence XIII ; tmansion of a lord with the land 
appertaining XIV; territorial unit, orig. a 
feudal lordship XVI. ME. maner(e)- AN. 
maner, OF. maneir, (now) manoir dwelling, 
habitation (Jatinized manerium, -eria), sb. 
use of maneir dwell :- L. manere remain, in 
Rom. dwell; see MANSION. The sp. with -or 
(xvi) is alt. of mannor, which succeeded to 
manner, manoir. Hence manoriAL man5·
rial. xvm; after AL. manerialis (whence 
tmane·rial XVIII). 

-mans unexpl. suffix in thieves' cant of 
XVI-XVII, as crackmans hedge, darkmans 
night, harmans stocks. 

mansard mre·nsii.Id broken roof. XVIII. 
- F. mansarde (phr. couvert a la mansarde, 
toit en mansarde), f. name of the F. architect 
Fran~ois Mansard (I598-r666). 

manse mrens tmansion house xv; (hist.) 
measure of land sufficient to support a 
family ; ecclesiastical residence xvr. - medL. 
mansus, mansa, mansum dwelling, house, 
measure of land, f. mam- (see next). 

mansion mre·nfan tdwelling, abiding; 
tabiding-place XIV; tmanor-house XVI· 
stately residence XIX. - (O)F. mansion- L: 
mansio(n-) stay, station, abiding-place, quar
ters (whence (O)F. maison house), f. mans-, 
pp. stem of manere remain, stay, rei. to Gr. 
menein, mimnein, Arm. mnam I remain. 

mansuetude mre·nswitjiid (arch.) gentle
ness. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F., or L. mansuetiido, 
f. mansuetus gentle, f. manus hand+suetus 
accustomed j see MANUAL, DESUETUDE. 

manswear mre·nswraJ (chiefly Se.) com
mit perjury OE.; perjure XIV. OE. man
swerian, f. man wickedness ( = OFris., OS. 
men, OHG. mein, surviving in meineid per
jury, ON. mein) :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
"'mainam, rei. to MEAN1+swerian SWEAR. So 
pp. ma·nsworn perjured. xm (Cursor M.). 

mantel mre·ntal tmovable shelter for be
siegers ; piece of timber supporting the 
masonry above a fireplace (hence mantel
piece, -shelf, ttree). xv. var. of MANTLE, 
with senses derived from F. manteau (m. de 
cheminee), tmantel. 

manticore mre·ntik5:u fabulous monster 
having a lion's body, a man's head, etc. XIII. 
- L. mantichora- Gr. mantikhi3ras, corrupt 
reading in Aristotle's 'Historia Animalium' 
(quoting Ctesias) for martikh6ras- OPers. 
word meaning 'man-eater', f. martiya- (mod. 
mard) man+ xvar- (mod. xurden) eat. 

mantis mre·ntis insect which holds its fore
!egs in a position suggesting hands folded 
m prayer. XVII. - modL. -Gr. mdntis 
prophet, diviner, f. "'mn- (see MANIA). 

MANUFACTURE 

mantissa mrenti·sa tunimportant addition 
xvu; (math.) decimal part of a logarithm 
XIX. - L. mantissa, -isa makeweight, said to 
be of Etruscan origin. 

mantle mre·ntl loose sleeveless cloak XIII; 
applied to various coverings from XIV. ME. 
mantel- OF. mantel (mod. manteau) = Pr. 
mantel, Sp. mantilla :- L. mantellum, var. of 
mantelum (:- "'mantergsli- 'hand-wiper') and 
rei. to mantelium, -ele, mantilium, -ile towel, 
napkin, table-cloth, with shortened derivs., 
late L. mantus, medL. mantum (Isidore), 
"'manta short cloak, whence Sp., It. manto 
(F. mante), Pr. manta cloak, Sp. manta 
blanket, tapestry, whence dim. mantilla 
woman's veil; perh. ult. of Celtic origin. 
Many adoptions of the Rom. forms or their 
derivs. are or have been current: tmant 
XVII - F. mante - Pr. manta or Sp. manto; 
ma·nta XVII; ma·nteau XVII; tmantee·l
F. mantille - Sp. mantilla; MANTEL; man
t(e)let cape, cloak XIV; movable shelter for 
men-at-arms XVI ; screen for men working a 
gun XIX. - 0 F. dim. of mantel ; mantelle·tta 
XIX- It. dim. of mantello; manti·lla XVIII 
- Sp.; ma·nto xvu- It. or Sp.; mantua 
mre·ntjua loose gown for women XVII ; alt. 
of manteau by assoc. with the It. place
name Mantua. «..f Germ. derivs. of L. are 
OE., OFris. mente[, OHG. mantal (later -el), 
ON. m{'ttull. Hence mantle wrap in a 
mantle, cover up XIV; of a hawk spreading 
its wings XV ; become covered with a coating 
XVI ; suffuse or be suffused with glowing 
colour XVIII. partly- OF. manteler. 

Manton mre·nt:m in full Joe M., fowling
piece made by Joseph Manton (d. 1835), 
gunsmith. 

manu- mre·nju repr. abl. sg. of L. manUJ 
hand (see next) as in MANUFACTURE, MANU
SCRIPT; e.g. manudu·ction guidance XVI, 
manumi·ssion xv, after L. 

manual mre·njual pert. to the hands; auto
graph (e.g. in sign m. -OF. seing manuel). 
XV. Earliest form manuel (later assim. to L.) 
- (O)F. manuel (carr. to Sp. manual, It. 
manuale)- L. manualis, f. manus hand, rei. 
to OE. mund, OHG. munt hand, protection, 
ON. mund hand (cf. Goth. manwus ready); 
see -AL1• As sb. small book for handy use 
(xv) based ult. on late L. manuale (tr. Gr. 
€yxnplS<ov), sb. use ofn. of adj.; as a term for 
the keyboard of an organ (XIX) dist. from 
pedal. 

manucode mre·njukoud bird of paradise. 
XIX. -F. manucode (Buffon), shortening of 
modL. manucodiata (used in Eng. XVI-XVII), 
- Malay manuq dewata 'bird of the gods'. 

manufacture mrenjufre·ktfa.I tproduct of 
manual labour XVI ; tmanual work; making 
things by physical labour or mechanical 
power, thing so made XVII (Bacon). -F. 
manufacture (xvi) - It. manijattura (x1v), 
with refash. after L. manu factum made by 
hand (see MANUAL, FACT, -URE). So manu
fa·ctory XVII; after FACTORY. 
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MANURE 

manure m:mju:)'.I toccupy, administer; 
ttill, cultivate XIV; (from the sb.) apply 
manure to xvr. Earliest forms mayno:yre, 
-oure, manour- AN. mainoverer, OF. man
o(u)vrer MANCEUVRE; assim. in ending to 
-URE. Hence manu·re sb. dung or compost 
used for fertilizing XVI; str. ma·nure as late 
as Cowper's 'The Task' (1784); in some 
dial. (m:e·n::u), repr. earlier by man(n)or, -er, 
-ar (XVI). 

manuscript m:e·njuskript adj. written by 
hand; sb. writing; codex. XVI. - medL. 
maniiscriptus, i.e. manu with the hand, abl. 
of manus and scrfptus, pp. of scrfbere write; 
see MANUAL, SCRIPTURE, and cf. F. manuscrit, 
It. manoscritto, Sp. manuscrito. 

Manx mreiJks pert. to, people or language 
of, the Isle of Man. XVI. Earlier Manks 
-(with metathesis) ON. *Manskr (whence 
immed. tManiske xvr), f. Man- (nom. N!Qn 
:- •Manu- Oir. Manu)+-skr -ISH1• 

many me·ni a great number of (with a, an 
XIII). OE. manig, monig, later mrenig, corr. 
to OFris. man(i)ch, monich, menich, OS. 
manag, MDu. menech, Du. menig, OHG. 
manag, menig (MHG. manec, G. manch), 
OEN. •mangr (OSw. mangher), Goth. 
manags :- CGerm. *managaz, *manigaz :
IE. *monogho- *menogho-, whence also OS!. 
munogu much (Russ. mn6gij), Oir. menice 
abundant (Ir. minic), Gael. minig frequent, 
W. mynych often. As sb. in a (great) many 
(of), etc. XVI; orig. modelled on a few, but 
also assoc. with MEINIE. t1f The old pronunc. 
m:e·ni survives in maniFOLD m:e·nifould 
( OE. maniiffeald); me·ni (from XIII) may be 
due to the analogy of ani/eni ANY. 

manyplies me·niplaiz (dial.) omasum. 
XVIII (monyple, manyplus). f. MANY+pl. of 
PLY; modelled on synon. manifold-s (XIII). 

Maori ma·ori, maua·ri (member of) abori
ginal race of New Zealand. XIX. -native 
name, said to mean 'of the usual kind'. 

map m:ep representation of the earth's sur
face or ofthe heavens. XVI. - medL. mappa, 
short for mappa mundf 'sheet of the world', 
i.e. mappa (in class. L. table-cloth, NAPKIN), 
mundf g. of mundus world. t1f Mappa mundi 
is repr. by (O)F. mappemonde (whence ME. 
mappemonde XIV, Ch.), etc. Hence map vb. 
XVI. 

maple mei·pl tree of the genus Acer. In 
OE. mapeltreow, mapulder maple-TREE; cf. 
OS. mapulder, MLG. (with alteration of 
final element) mapeldorn. The simplex is 
first recorded XIV (Ch.). t1f A parallel form 
with orig. t instead of p is found in OHG. 
ma;s:saltra (G. massholder, masseller). 

maquis mre·ki underground patriotic move
~ent i,n France in !he war of 1939-45. F.; 
scrub - It. macclzza spot, (hence) thicket 

appearing as a spot on a mountain side :
L. macula (cf. MAILl). 

mar miLl thinder; tspoil, impair OE. · 
harm, injure, ruin (now in lighter sense) 

MARAUDER 

xm. OE. merran (WS. mierran} = OFris. 
meria, OS. merrian hinder (Du. marren 
fasten, tie up, loiter), OHG. marren, merren 
hinder (MHG. merren), ON. merja bruise, 
crush, Goth. (CGerm.) marzjan cause to 
stumble. t1f The WGerm. *marrjan was 
adopted in Rom. and is repr. by OF. marrir 
lead astray, distress (surviving in F. marri 
grieved), Sp. marrido grieved, and (with 
prefix) OF., Pr. esmarit strayed, It. smarrire 
bewilder. t1f Prefixed to sbs. (in object rela
tion) to form comps. meaning 'a person or 
thing that mars . .' ; esp. in the pseudonym 
'Martin Marprelate' of writers of violent 
anti-episcopal tracts (rs88-9); gen. in mar
all (Florio, r6II), mar-hawk (Turbervile, 
1575), marplot (as the name of a character 
in Mrs. Centlivre's 'Busie Body', 1708). 

marabou mre·rabii large stork or heron of 
W. Africa; downy feathers of these birds. 
XIX. -F. marabout- Arab. murtibit; see 
next (the stork is said to be mrabt holy). 

marabout mre·rabiit Mohammedan her
mit XVII ; shrine marking the burial-place 
of one xrx. In various forms repr. the orig. 
Arab. or derivs. therefrom; the present form 
is -F. marabout- Pg. marabuto- Arab. 
murtibit hermit, monk, orig. one who betook 
himself to a frontier station (ribtit) to acquire 
merit against the infidel. 

maracock mre-ralwk fruit of Amer. passion
flower. XVII. -Virginian Algonkin. 

maranatha m:eranre·]:>a Aram. phr. (in Gr. 
form maranathd) occurring in I Cor. xvi 22, 

variously interpreted as mtiran athti our 
Lord has come, or marana 'thti 0 our Lord, 
come thou; often erron. regarded as com
posing with the word preceding it in the 
text, a formula of imprecation, ANATHEMA 
maranatha (e.g. in the Wycl. Bible 'be he 
cursid, Maranatha, in the comynge of the 
Lord'); hence used for a terrible curse. 

maraschino mreraski·nou liqueur made 
from the marasca cherry. XVIII. It., f. 
marasca, aphetic of amarasca (sc. ciliegia 
cherry), f. amaro- L. amtirus bitter. 

marasmus marre·zmas (path.) wasting 
disease. XVII. modL. - Gr. marasm6s, f. 
marainein wither, waste (see AMARANTH). 

Marathi mara ·ti pert. to, language of, 
JYlaratlza (a large district of India) :
Skr. Mtihtirtishtra 'great kingdom'. XVII 
(Moratty). 

Marathon mre·ra]:>vn name of the place at 
which the Athenians defeated the Persians 
in 490 B.c., applied to a long-distance foot
race introduced at the revived Olympic 
Games at Athens (1896) in allusion to the 
feat of the Gr. runner who brought the news 
of the battle to Athens. 

marauder mar5·da.I one who roves in 
search of plunder. XVII (maroder). - F. 
maraudeur, f. mm·auder, whence, or as back
formation from the agent-noun, marau·d 
vb. XVIII. The F. vb; is f. maraud rogue, 
vagabond, scoundrel (xv), of unkn. origin. 
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MARAVEDI 

maravedi m>er;}vei·di Sp. coin. xv. - Sp. 
maravedi- Arab. 111urdbitin (pl. of murdbit 
MARABOUT), name of a Moorish dynasty, 
usu. called Almoravides (with prefixed Arab. 
article AL- 2), which reigned at Cordova 
I087-II47• 

marble mii·.Ibl limestone in a crystalline 
state. xu (marbelston). ME. marbel, marbre 
-OF. marble, by dissim. from (O)F. marbre 
= Pr. marme, Sp. mdrmol, It. marmo, Rum. 
marmure :- L. marmor- Gr. mdrmaros shin
ing stone, orig. stone, block of rock, but 
later assoc. with marmairein shine. fJl The 
L. word was adopted early in Germ., as OE. 
marma, marm-, marmal-, marmor\stdn, OHG. 
marmul (G. marmel), etc. 

marc miilk refuse after grapes are pressed. 
XVII (marre, Holland). - F. marc, f. marcher 
tread, MARCH. fJl An obscure var. murk, 
murc, mirk was current XVII-XIX. 

marcasite mii·.Ikasait (crystallized) iron 
pyrites. xv. - medL. marcasfta (whence 
also F. marcassite, etc.)- Arab. marqashitd 
- Pers.; assoc. with -ITE. 

marcella mii.Ise•l;) twilled cotton or linen 
fabric. XIX. f. Marseilles, France. 

march1 mil.Jtf third (in the Roman pre
Julian calendar, first) month of the year. 
XII (marrch, Orm). - OF. march(e), north
eastern var. of marz, (also mod.) mars:- L. 
Martiu-s (sc. mensis month; lit. month of 
Mars), whence also Pr. martz, Sp., It. marzo, 
and OHG. marzeo, merzo (G. miirz), MDu. 
maerte, merte (Du. Maart), etc. 

march2 mii.Itf boundary. XIII (RG!ouc.). 
- (O)F. marche = Pr., Sp., It. marca- Rom. 
(medL.) marca- OFrank. "'marka :-Germ. 
*marko MARK1• So march vb. border upon. 
XIV (R. Mannyng).- OF. marchir, f. marche. 

march 3 mii.ltJ walk in a military manner. 
XVI. - (O)F. marcher walk, orig. tread, 
trample (whence mod. techn. felt, full) :
Gallo-Rom. "'marcdre, f. late L. marcus 
hammer. Hence or- F. marche (f. marcher) 
march sb. XVI. fJl In the military sense the 
F. vb. has been adopted in many Eur. langs. 

marchioness mii•JJ:mes wife or widow of 
a marquis. XVI. - medL. marchionissa, f. 
marchio(n-) prop. captain of the marches, 
f. marca MARCH 2 ; see -ESS1• 

marchpane mii·Jtfpcin marzipan. XVI. 
The various forms, march-, marts-, maza-, 
-pain(e), -pan(e), repr. diverse Continental 
forms, as F. tmarcepain (mod. massepain), 
It. marzapane, Sp. mazapan, G. marzipan 
MARZIPAN (the present current form). 

marconigram ma.Ikou·nigr>em wireless 
telegram. 1902. f. name of Guglielmo Mar
coni, inventor of a system of wireless tele
graphy ; see -GRAM. 

mare1 mra.I female of the horse, etc. Early 
ME. mare (xn), with stem-vowel from obi. 
cases of OE. mearh horse, finally super
seding mere (Ch. has both forms in rhyme), 

MARINADE 

miire, OE. "'mere, "'miere, myre :- Germ. 
(not in Gothic) *marxjon (OFris., MLG., 
MDu. mer(r)ie, OHG. mar(i)ha, Du. merrie, 
G. miihre, ON. merr), f. "'marxaz horse 
(OHG. marah, ON. marr) :- *markos, repr. 
also by Gaulish ace. sg. mdrkan (Pausa
nias), (O)Ir., Gaelic marc, W. march. Cf. 
MARSHAL. 

mare2 see NIGHTMARE. 
maremma rnare·rna low marshy land by 
the sea-shore. XIX. It. :- L. maritima (sc. 
ora shore); see MARITIME. 

margarine (strictly) mii-.lg;)rin, (pop.) 
mil.Jd3;}ri·n legal name (by 50 & 51 Viet. 
c. 29, an. I887) for any substitute for butter; 
rep!. OLEOmargarine, in which margarine 
repr. Chevreul's term for the glyceride of 
his 'margaric acid', f. F. margarique (whence 
margaric mii.Ig>e·rik XIX), f. Gr. mdrgaron, 
margarites pearl, with ref. to the pearly 
lustre of the crystals or scales of the acid. 

margaux mii•Jgou, llmargo claret made in 
the commune of Margaux, Gironde, France. 
XVIII (Margose, -ou). 

margay mii·.1gei S. Amer. tiger cat. XVIII. 
- F. margay (Buffon), alt. of margaia (Claude 
d'Abbeville 1614)- Tupi mbaracaia. 

margin mii·.1d3in part just within the 
boundary of an object. XIV. - L. margin-, 
margo, rei. to MARK1• Little used in xvn, its 
place being taken by the altered form mar
gent (xvi ; earlier marjant xv), with which 
cf. ANCIENT, etc. F. marge was adopted in 
Eng. (now poet.) marge miiJd3. xv. So 
ma·rgiDAL1 • xvi. - medL. marginalia 
mii.1d3inei·li;}. XIX (Coleridge). - n. pl. of 
medL. margindlis. 

n1argrave mii·.Igreiv German title orig. of 
the governor of a border province. xvi. 
- MDu. markgrave = OHG. marcgrlivo (G. 
markgraf); see MARK1 ; the second el. is of 
obscure origin. 

marguerite mii.Igari-t daisy. XIX. -F. 
form (adopted xv-xvn as tmargarete, -ite) 
of the female name Margaret, ult.- L. 
margarita- Gr. margarites, f. mdrgaron 
pearl, prob. of Oriental origin. 

marigold m>e·rigould plant of the genus 
Calendula. XIV. In early use often pl. mary
goulden, marygoldes; f. proper name Mary 
(presumably with ref. to the Virgin Mary)+ 
(dial.) gold, OE. golde, prob. rei. to GOLD. 
fJl The marigold is called by names contain
ing 'gold' and 'Mary' in other langs., as Du. 
goldbloem, G. goldblume, MLG. marien
blome, MDu. marienbloemkijn 'solsequium'. 

marijuana, marihuana m>erihwii·na dried 
leaves of common hemp, smoked as a nar
cotic; the plant itself. XIX. Amer.-Sp. 

marinade m>erinei·d pickle, pickled meat 
or fish. xvn. -F. marinade- Sp. marinada, 
f. marinar pickle in brine, f. marino MARINE ; 
see -ADE. Hence marina·de vb. XVII. 
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MARINE 

marine m<~ri·n pert. to the sea. xv. - (O)F. 
marin, fern. marine = Sp., It. marino, -ina 
:- L. marinus, f. mare sea, rei. (with excep
tional vocalism) to Goth. marei, Ir. muir, 
W., Gaul. mor (as in Aremorici dwellers near 
the sea, thence Armorica), OS!. more; see 
-INE1

• So marinER 2 mre-rin;u seaman. 
XIII. -AN. mariner, (O)F. marinier = Sp. 
marinero, It. marinaio :- medL. mariniirius, 
f. L. marinus. 

Mariolatry see -LATRY. 

marionette mreri;me·t puppet actuated by 
strings. XVII. -F. marionnette, f. Marion, 
dim. of Marie MARY; see -ETTE. 

marish see MARSH. 

marital mre·rit<~l pert. to a husband or to 
marriage. XVII. - L. marittilis, f. maritus 
husband; see MARRY\ -AL1• 

maritime mre·ritaim pert. to the sea. xvr. 
-(partly through F. maritime) L. maritimus, 
f. mari-, mare sea (see MARINE)+-timus, as in 
jinitimus neighbouring, legitimus LEGITI
MATE. Early vars. maritayne, -itan(e) -itine 
(xvr-xvm) depend upon F. tmaritain, t-aim, 
t-itin, which show assim. to other suffixes. 

marjoram ma·.rd3<lmm plant of the genus 
Origanum. XIV (Gower). ME. majorane, 
mageram- OF. majorane (mod. marjolaine, 
through *marjoraine) = Pr., Sp., It. majo
rana, Rum. mdgheran - medL. majorana (in 
Dioscorides maezurana, which has been 
dubiously connected with L. amiiracus, Gr. 
amdrakos). (jJ The Rom. word has passed 
into Germ. and other langs. 

mark1 ma.rk A. (hist.) boundary (land
mark); trace, orig. as a sign OE.; B. target 
XIII (La3.); C. (f. MARK 3) remark, note XVI. 
OE. (Anglian) mere, (WS.) mearc = OFris. 
mer(i)ke, OS. marka (Du. mark), OHG. 
marcha (G. mark), ON. mprk (recorded only 
in derived sense 'forest'; Sw., Da. mark 
field, ground), Goth. marka :- CGerm. 
*marko str. fern., beside which some langs. 
have reprs. of a n. *markam sign, landmark, 
standard, e.g. MDu., MHG., ON. mark; 
rei. to L. margo MARGIN, Olr. mruig (Ir. bruig) 
boundary, territory, W., etc. bro district, 
Gaulish brogae territory (cf. tribal name 
AlloJbroges), Av. marazu boundary, Pers. 
marz landmark. Hence ma·rksMAN xvu 
(earlier tmarkman xvr); see B above. (jJ The 
Germ. word and its deriv. vb. were adopted 
widely in Rom., e.g. OF. mere, marc m., 
marche fern. MARCH\ north-eastern and 
mod. marque (which has infl. the native Eng. 
word), Pr., Sp., It. marca. 

mark 1 ma.rk weight of gold or silver ; money 
of account. OE. marc, corr. to OFris. merk, 
MDu. marc (Du. mark), MHG. marke, ON. 
mprk; the Germ. forms, which vary in 
gender, are pro b. all- medL. marcus, marca, 
whence also F., Pr. marc, Sp_. marco, It. 
marco, -a, perh. ult. identical with MARK1 • 

MARMOT 

mark3 ma.rk A. put a mark upon OE.; B. 
notice, observe, REMARK XIV. OE. mearcian 
= OFris. merkia, OS. (gi)markon appoint, 
observe (Du. marken), OHG. march6n plan, 
ON.markamark,observe :-Germ. *marko
jan, f. *marko MARK1• The Rom. langs. 
have a corr. vb. from the adopted sb., viz. 
(O)F. marquer (the source of some sense of 
the Eng. vb.), Pr., Sp. marcar, It. marcare. 

market rna ·.rkit gathering of people for buy
ing and selling XII ; public place for this 
XIII; (opportunity for, rate of) purchase and 
sale XVI; seat of trade XVII. Early ME. 
market (XII, Peterborough Chron.), recorded 
earlier in the late OE. comp. gearmarkett 
(xr), in which gear YEAR corr. to the g. of 
the native termgeares cieping 'year's market'; 
both simplex and camp. appear to be- OS. 
iiirmarhet · OHG. iiirmarchiit, of which 
the second el. - L. mercii.tus (in Rom. *mar
catus, whence OF. marchiet, mod. marche, 
Pr. mar kat-z), f. mercii.ri buy, f. mere-, merx 
MERCHANDISE. Hence vb. (as in marketable 
Sh., marketing); cf. G. markten. 

markhor ma·.rk5.r large wild goat. xrx. 
- Pers. miirkhor lit. 'serpent-eater', f. mtir 
serpent+ khor -eating. 

marl mii.rl kind of clayey soil. xrv. - OF. 
marie (still dial.; rep!. in modF. by marne) 
:- medL. margila (whence also OHG. mer
gil, G. merge!), f. (after argilla white clay) 
L. marga (whence Sp., Olt., etc. marga), 
said by Pliny to be a Gaulish word (but 
Bret. marg does not corr. phonetically; Bret. 
merl is from F. dial. merle, W. marl and Ir., 
Gael. marla from Eng.). Hence vb. xrv 
(Trevisa); so MDu. mar len. 

marline mii·.rlin (naut.) small line. xv. 
Also mar ling- Du. marlijn, f. marren bind+ 
lijn LINE1, and Du. marling, f. marlen, fre
quent. of marren+-ing -ING1 ; the corr. 
MLG. mer/ink, marlink has passed into 
other langs., e.g. Sw., Da. merling, F. merlin. 
Hence ma·rlin(g) SPIKE. XVII (Capt. Smith). 

marm miim see MA'AM. 

marmalade ma·.rm;:~leid preserve made by 
boiling quinces, oranges, etc., to form a con
sistent mass. XVI. -F. marmelade (whence 
G., Du. marmelade, etc.)- Pg. marmelada 
(whence Sp. marmelada), f. marmelo quince 
:- L. melimelum- Gr. melimelon kind of 
apple grafted on a quince, f. meli honey (cf. 
MELUFLUOUs)+me[on apple; see -ADE. 

marmoset mii.rmne·t tsmall monkey, 
(later) one of the Hapalidre XIV; tgrotesque 
figure xv (Lydg.); tterm of playful reproach 
XVI. - (O)F. marmouset (latinized manno
setus xm) grotesque image, little man or 
boy, (dial.) ape, of unkn. origin. 

marmot ma·~m<lt rodent of the genus 
Arctomys, inhabiting the Alps and the 
Pyrenees. XVII (Tapsell, citing Scaliger's 
use of F. marmot; marmotto, Ray; first 
naturalized by Goldsmith and Pennant). 
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MAROON 

- F. marmotte (whence Sp., Pg., and It. 
forms), prob. alt. of Romansh murmont :
Rom. *miirem montis 'MOUNTAIN MOUSE' 
(whence OHG. muremunto, G. dial. mur
mentel, G. murmeltier, etc.). 

maroon1 marii·n tsweet chestnut of S. 
Europe XVI; brownish crimson (as of the 
nutshell) ; firework (box of pasteboard) XVIII. 
- F. marron- It. marrone- medGr. mdraon. 

maroon• maru·n negro of Dutch Guiana 
and W. Indies XVII; (in full maroon party), 
pleasure party, picnic XVIII. -F. marron, 
tmaron - Sp. cimarron wild, untamed, run
away slave (occas. in Eng. as tSymeron XVII), 
f. cimarra furred coat; see -DON. Hence 
maroo·n vb. tpass. and intr. be lost in the 
wilds XVII ; put ashore on a desolate coast 
XVIII. 

marque ma.rk treprisals; letters of marque, 
orig. royal licence authorizing reprisals on 
a hostile state. xv. - F. marque- Pr. marca, 
f. marcar seize as a pledge, perh. ult. f. 
Germ. *mark- MARK\ sign. 

marquee miilki· large tent. XVII (also 
tmarkee). Spurious sg. form deduced from 
marquise (formerly so used in Eng.) appre
hended as pl. and assim. in ending to -EE 2• 

marquetry, -terie ma·:rkitri inlaid work. 
XVI. -F. marqueterie, f. marqueter variegate, 
f. marque MARK1 ; see -RY. 

marquis, marquess ma·.rkwis ruler (orig.) 
of a 'march' or frontier district; peer be
tween the ranks of duke and earl XIV; 
tmarchioness XVI-XVII. ME. marchis, markis 
-OF. marchis, alt. later to marquis after the 
corr. Pr. marques, Sp. marques; f. Rom. 
*marc a MARCH 2 + *-ese :- L. -ens em -ESE; 
prop. adj., sc. comes COUNT2

• The sp. with 
-ess (XVI) is used by some holders of the 
title. t]! The medL. equiv. was marchio; 
cf. MARCHIONESS. Hence ma ·rquisATE1• XVI. 
So marquise ma.rki·z kind of pear; tmar
quee. XVIII. - F., fern. of marquis. 

marquois ma·.rkwoiz epithet of a scale used 
for drawing equidistant parallel lines. XIX 
(sometimes written Marquoi's, Marquois's, 
as if possessive of a proper name). alt. of F. 
marquoir ruler used by tailors, f. marquer 
MARK 3 +-oir :- L. -orium -ORY1 • 

marram mre·ram bent-grass, Psamma 
arenaria. XVII. -ON. mardlmr, f. marr sea, 
MERE1+hdlmr HAULM j chiefly E. Angl. 

marrow1 mre·rou soft substance in the 
cavity of bones OE. ; central or vital part xv; 
(tJegetable) m., fruit of Cucurbita ovifera XIX. 
OE. m;erh, m;erg (WS. mearh, mearg), corr. 
to OFris. merg, merch, OS. marg (Du. merg), 
OHG. mar(a)g (G. mark), ON. mergr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) •mazgam, •mazgaz 
:-IE. •mozgho-, which is repr. also in Slav. 
and Indo-Iranian. 

marrow1 mre·rou (dial.) companion, mate 
xv (Promp. Parv.); husband. or wife XVI. 

MARSHAL 

pro b.- ON. margr many, fig. friendly, com
municative (with special Eng. development). 

marry1 mre·ri join in or enter into wedlock. 
xm (RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. marier 
= Pr., Sp. maridar, It. maritare, Rum. 
mdrita :- L. marittire, f. maritus married, 
husband (whence (O)F. mari, etc.), usu. r£"
ferred to IE. *mer- *mor-, repr. by various 
words meaning 'young man', 'young woman'. 
So marriAGE mro•rid3 wedlock, wedding. 
XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. mariage 
= Sp. maridaje, etc., f. the vb. 

marry 2 mre·ri int. XIV (Marie). The name 
of the Virgin MARY used as an oath or ejacu
latory invocation; in XVI the oath by Mary 
Gipcy, i.e. by Mary the Egyptian, appears 
to have suggested the addition of the ints. 
gip, gup to Mary, and, as these were used in 
driving horses, come up was later substituted 
for them (Marry come up was used in indigna
tion, surprise, or contempt). 

Mars ma.rz Roman god of war; (astron.); 
(alch.) iron. XIV (Ch.). - L. Mars (cf. 
MARTIAL). 

Marsala ma:rsa·la species of white wine. 
XIX. f. name of a town on the west coast of 
Sicily. 

Marseillaise ma.rsalei·z, llmarsEjez national 
song of the French Republic, composed 
1792. XIX. F., fern. (sc. chanson song) of 
Marseillais of Marseilles; so named from 
having been first sung in Paris by a band of 
'federes' from Marseilles. 

marsh ma.rJ low-lying watery land. OE. 
mersc, merisc = MLG. mersch, marsch, MDu. 
mersch(e) (whence G. marsch, Du. marsh) :
WGerm. *marisk-, whence medL. mariscus, 
the source of (O)F. marais, tmareis, adopted 
in ME. as mar(r)eis, mar(r)ais (XIV), altered 
later to ma·rish (XVI), which is found in 
Spenser, A.V., Milton, Tennyson, and sur
vives dial. Hence ma·rshY1 • XIV. 

marshal mii•"Jfal high officer of state, of the 
army, tof a court, in charge of ceremonies 
XIII ; tfarrier ( cf. F. manfchal-ferrant) XIV. 
- OF. maresclzal (mod. marechal) = Pr. 
manescalc-s, It. maniscalco, tmali-, tmari
(lt. maresciallo, Sp. mariscal are -F.) :
F:rankish L. mariscalcus (Salic Law)- Germ. 
*marxaskalkaz (OHG. marahscalh, G. 
tmarschalk, later marschall), f. *'marxaz 
horse (see MARE1)+ "'skalkaz (OE. scealc) 
servant. For the development from the 
designation of a groom to that of a high 
officer cf. constable. Hence vb. xv. So 
tma·rshalcY office or rank of marshal XIV 
(R. Mannyng). - AN. mareschalcie, OF. 
mareschaucie; continued in the form ma·r
shalsea court formerly held before the 
steward and the knight marshal of the Royal 
Household, (also) a prison in Southwark 
under the latter's control; regarded in XVI
XVII as containing the sb. see. 
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MARSUPIAL 

marsupial mii.Isju·pi;)l of or resembling a 
pouch XVII ; epithet of mammals having 
a pouch for their young XIX. - modL. 
marsiipialis, f. L. marsupium pouch- Gr. 
marsupion, marsipion, dim. of mdrsipos purse, 
bag; see -AL1• 

mart maJt tmarket, fair xv; market-place 
XVI; centre of commerce, emporium XVII. 
- Du. tmart, var. of markt MARKET. 

martagon ma·Jt;)g<>n Turk's-cap lily. xv. 
-F. martagon- Turk. martagan orig. form 
of turban adopted by Sultan Muhammed I. 

Martello maJte·lou designation of a so
called tower or small circular fort. XVIII 
(Martella), XIX (Martello). alt., perh. by 
assoc. with It. martello hammer, of the name 
of Cape Martella in Corsica (It. mortella 
wild myrtle), where there was a tower of this 
kind which the Eng. fleet captured in I794· 

marten ma·Jtin fur-bearing animal, torig, 
the fur itself. xv. Early forms martren, 
martro(u)n- MDu. martren- OF. martrine 
marten fur, sb. use (sc.peau skin) of martrin, 
f. martre (whence ME. martre XIII) = It. 
martora- WGerm. *marpr- (OHG. mardar, 
G. marder), ext. form of *marpuz (OE. 
mearp, ON. mrror), whence (O)F. marte, 
Pr. mart-z, Sp. marta. 

martial ma·JJ;)l pert. to war or battle XIV 
(marcia[, Ch.); pert. to the army, military 
(court martial, martial law); warlike xv; of 
the planet Mars; of iron XVII. - (O)F. mar
tial or L. martialis, f. Marti-, Mars (for 
Mavors) the Roman god of war, the planet 
fourth in order oi distance from the sun, in 
medL. iron (after Gr. A' res); see -IAL. So 
Ma·rtiAN pert. to the planet Mars XIV 
(marcien, Ch.); to the month of March XVII. 
-OF. martien or L. Martianus (Martius). 

martin ma·Jtin bird of the swallow family, 
Chelidon urbica. xv (Sc. martoune). prob. 
a use of the name Martin, a common male 
Christian name, after St. Martin of Tours. 
tJf The proper name is applied in F. to 
several birds, as martin-chasseur hen-harrier, 
martin-pecheur kingfisher, and the dim. 
martinet to the swift and the martin. 

martinet maJtine·t tsystem of drill de
vised by General Martinet XVII ; officer who 
is a stickler for discipline; also gen. XVIII 
(Moore). f. name of a F. general, drill
master of the reign of Louis XIV. 

martingale mii•Jtil]geil A. strap for re
straining the movements of a horse's head 
XVI; B. (naut.) rope for guying down the 
jib-boom XVIII; C. doubling the stake when 
losing at cards XIX. -F. martingale (Rabe
lais) in chausse ala m. kind of hose fastening 
at the back, which has been derived from 
modPr. martegalo, fern. of martegal inhabi
tant of Martigue in Provence; but connect
ing links between these forms and with Sp. 
almartaga halter (of Arab. origin), and the 
relation of senses A, B, C are not known. 

MARZIPAN 

Martini' miiJti·ni short for M.-Henry 
(rifle), which combines Martini's breech 
mechanism with Henry's barrel. I87o. 

Martini" miiJti·ni name of a gin-and
vermouth cocktail. XIX. f. name of inventor. 

Martinmas ma·Jtinm;,s feast of the transla
tion of St. Martin of Tours, I I Nov. (iri 
Scotland a term-day, in England a time for 
hiring servants and slaughtering cattle). 
XIII (RGlouc.). f. Martin-j-MASS 1• 

martlet mii·Jtlit swift; (her.) imaginary 
bird without feet. XVI. - F. martelet, alt. of 
martinet, dim. of Martin MARTIN. In the 
her. sense F. has merlette (OF. merlete, 
meslete, AI\. mer(e)lot), dim. of merle black
bird (see MERLE), and the orig. intention 
may have been to represent a 'little black
bird' without feet, later identified with the 
swift, which has short legs (whence its L. 
specific name apus, Gr. dpous footless, in 
ornithology). 

martyr mii·Jt;u (prop.) one who voluntarily 
undergoes death for the Christian faith. 
OE. martir, corr. to OFris., OS., OHG. 
martir- ecc!L. martyr- Gr. mdrtur, lEolic 
and late form of mdrtus, martur- witness, (in 
Christian use) martyr, f. IE. *smer remem
ber (see MEMORY); reinforced in ME. by 
OF. martir, martre (mod. martyr); the sp. 
was finally assim. to the L. form. Hence 
ma·rtyr vb. OE. (ge)martyrian, -martrian. 
ma·rtyrDO:IL OE. So martyro·LOGY list 
of martyrs. XVI. - medL. martyrologium 
- ecc!Gr. marturoldgion. (logos account); in 
sense 'history of martyrs' a distinct word 
(see -LOGY). The contr. forms medL. marti
logium, -legium, gave ME. martiloge, -logie, 
-lage (XIV). 

marvel mii·Jv(;))l tmiracle XIII (Cursor M.); 
wonderful thing xrv. - (O)F. merveille, corr. 
to Pr. rneravelha, Sp. maravilla, It. mera-, 
rnaraviglia :- CRom. use as fern. sg. of 
mirabilia, n.pl. of L. mirabilis wonderful, 
f. mirari wonder; see MIRACLE, -ABLE. So 
marvel vb. xm. - (O)F.merzoeiller. ma·r
vellors. xm. -OF. merveillos (mod. -eux). 

marver mii·Jv;,J glass-blower's polished 
slab of marble or iron. XIX. - F. marbre 
MARBLE; workman's approximation to F. 
pronunc. marbr. 

Mary ffi£;)•ri mother of Jesus Christ ('the 
Blessed Virgin Mary'). OE. Maria, Marie, 
reinforced in ME. by (O)F. Marie- eccl. 
L. lVIarta- Gr. Alarid and Maridm- Heb. 
Miryam Miriam (Exod. xv) ; in assevera
tions from XIV (cf. MARRY 2

). tJf See E. G. 
Withycombe, 'Diet. Eng. Christian Names'. 

marzipan mi'ilzipre·n confectionary made 
of a paste of pounded almonds, sugar, 
etc. XIX. - G. marzipan, earlier marcipan, 
etymol. alt. (quasi Alarci panis 'Mark's 
bread') of marczapan- It. marzapane 
lllARCHPANE. 
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MASCLE 

mascle mre·skl tspot; tmesh XIV; (her.) 
lozenge-shaped charge with lozenge-shaped 
opening. xv. -AN. rnascle- AL. mascula, 
alt. of L. macula MAIL1 by assoc. with J.\,1E. 
mask (see MESH). 

mascot mre·sk;>t thing supposed to bring 
good luck. XIX. -F. mascotte- modPr. 
mascotto, fern. of mascot, dim. of masco 
witch- dial. It. rnasca witch, pl. ghosts of 
the dead - medL. rnasca witch (Lombardic 
Laws), of unkn. origin. 

masculine mre·skjulin tmale (Ch., Trevisa); 
(gram.) XIV (of rhyme XVI, Sidney); pert. 
to or characteristic of the male sex XVII. 
- (O)F. masculin, fern. -ine- L. masculinus, 
-ina, f. masculus MALE ; see -INE1• 

mash mreJ malt mixed with hot water to 
form wort OE. ; warm food of meal for 
cattle, etc. ; pulpy mass. XVI. OE. mtisc 
(also in comp. rntixwyrt) = MLG. rnesch 
(meschewert), mtisch, MHG. meisch crushed 
grapes (G. maisch) :- WGerm. *maisk-, of 
unkn. origin, but perh. rei. to OE. miscian 
(see MIX). Hence mash vb. infuse (malt) 
XIV; beat into a pulp XVII. tJ[ ME. meshe, 
meysse (xm) is independent, pointing to an 
OE. *mrescan :- *maiskjan. 

masher mre·J;:~.I (sl.) fop posing as a lady
killer. Hence mash sb." and vb. XIX (ace. to 
Barrere and Leland in theatrical parlance 
in U.S.A. c.r86o). 

mashie mre· Ji iron golf club with a short 
head. XIX. poss.- F. rnassue club = Rum. 
mtiduca :- Rom. *matteuca, f. *mattea, de
duced from L. mateo/a. 

mask mask covering to conceal the face. 
XVI (Berners). -F. masque (cf. MASQUE)- It. 
rnaschera (whence Sp., Pg. mascara) = Rum. 
macara abuse, insult, perh. - Arab. mask
harah buffoon, f. sakhira ridicule. Hence vb. 
XVI. tJ[ With the use of disguises at social 
gatherings, etc., the word has spread 
throughout Europe (so medL. masc(h)a VII, 
G., Du., Da. maske, Sw. mask, Serb. rnasca, 
Russ. rndska). An earlier Eng. tmasker 
(direct from It.), with var. tmaskeler, was 
current in the first half of XVI. 

maskinonge mre·skingnd3(i) large pike of 
the Great Lakes of N. America. xvm. Re
corded in a great variety of forms, due 
partly to diversities of native dialect, partly 
to F. pop. etym., which interpreted the word 
as masque long or allonge long mask; ult. 
- Odjibwa rnackinonge, rnicikinonge (c = J), 
f. mac, rnici great+kinonge pike (Cuoq). 

maslin1 mre·zlin (dial.) brass. OE. rnrest
ling, rnreslen (x), presumably rel. to MHG. 
rness(e) brass (early mod. and dial. G. mess, 
mesch, moss, mosch) and cogns. with suffixes, 
MDu., MHG. messinc, missinc (Du., G. mess
ing), LG. mesken (see -KIN); Ice!. messing, 
mersing is of LG. origin. Connexion with 
Czech mosaz, Pol. mosiqdz, has suggested 
ult. origin in Gr. Mominoikos pert. to a 

MASS 

people living on the shore of the Black Sea ; 
the OE. word antedates the Continental 
forms and its formation (perh. with -LING1) 

is not certain. 

maslin2 mre·zlin (dial.) mixed grain. XIV. 
Many vars. typified by mestlyon, mescellin, 
misselin, meslen, maslin- OF. mesteillon :
Rom. *mistilionem, f. *mistilium (whence F. 
meteil), f. L. mistus, pp. of miscere MIX; cf. 
MDu. mastelun (Du. masteluin). 

masochism mre·z-, mre·sokizm form of 
sexual perversion in which a member of one 
sex takes pleasure in being dominated by 
one of the other. XIX. f. name of Leopold 
von Sacher-Masoch, Austrian novelist, who 
described the condition; see -ISM. Hence 
masochi·snc a. xx. 

mason mei·san builder and worker in stone 
XIII; FREEMASON XV. Earliest forms machun, 
-oun- ONF. machun; later mascun, masoun 
- OF. masson (mod. maron) = Pr. mas6, 
Pg. mafiio :-Rom. *'mation- or *macion- (cf. 
medL. machio Isidore VII ; matio Reichenau 
Glosses vm), prob. -Germ. *'mattjon 
(whence OHG. mezzo, steinmezzo, G. stein
metz stonemason), perh. rel. to MATTOCK. 
So ma·sonRY. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. maron
nerie. masonxc rna-, meisg·nik esp. pert. 
to freemasons or freemasonry. XVIII. 

mas(s)orah mas5·ra body of tradition re
lating to the text of the Hebrew Bible. XVII 
(earliermasoreth, Purchas, B. Jonson). repr. 
Heb. mtisi5reth (Exod. xx 37), where it is 
interpreted 'bond (of the covenant)', f. asar 
bind, in post-biblical Heb. in the sense 
'tradition', as if f. masur hand down. So 
Mas(s)orete mre·s5rit one who contri
buted to this. XVI (Golding). -F. Massoret 
and modL. Massi5reta; orig. misapplication 
of masoreth, with subseq. assim. of the end
ing to L. -eta, Gr. -etes. 

masque mask masked ball ; histrionic enter
tainment consisting of dancing and dumb 
show XVI ; dramatic composition for an 
entertainment of this kind XVII. var. of 
MASK, the F. sp. being now restricted to 
these senses. 

masquerade maskarei·d assembly of 
people wearing masks and diverting them
selves with dancing, etc. XVI. First in 
quasi-Sp. forms mascarado, masquerada (see 
-ADo), later superseded by mascarade, and 
(with assim. to MASQUE) masquerade; -F. 
mascarade- It. mascherata or Sp. mascarada, 
f. maschera, mdscara MASK ; see -ADE. 

mass1 mres, mas Eucharistic service. OE. 
mresse, messe, corr. to OFris., OS. missa (Du. 
mis), OHG. messa, missa (G. messe), ON. 
messa- ecclL. missa (Rom. *'messa), whence 
also (O)F. messe, Pr., It. messa, Sp. misa, Pg. 
missa. L. missa is a verbal sb. (formed like 
collecta COLLECT', offensa OFFENCE, repulsa 
REPULSE) from pp. stem miss- of mittere send,. 
send away (cf. MISSION); it is first recorded 
from IV (385, St. Ambrose ;and 'Peregrinatio 

[559] 



MASS 

Sylvire') and in the early centuries is applied 
to various religious services, but pre-emi
nently to the Eucharist; the primary mean
ing is disputed, but many hold that its 
application to a service results from a trans
ference of meaning in phr. such as Ite, missa 
est Depart, it is the dismissal (i.e. the service 
is at an end), Et miss;e fiant And let the dis
missals be made (at the end of an office). 
tJI The sense 'festival', 'feast day' survives 
in CANDLEMAS, CHILDERMAS, CHRIST
MAS, HALLOWMAS, LA~1MAS, MARTINMAS, 
MICHAELMAS, etc. 

mass2 mres coherent body of raw material 
XIV; relatively large body of matter XV; 
dense aggregation, large amount XVI; solid 
bulk xvu; (in physics) XVIII. - (O)F. masse 
- L. massa- Gr. maza barley-cake, perh. 
rei. to mdssein knead, f. *mt;~q- *menq- ( cf. 
AMONG,MINGLE). Somassvb. XIV. -(O)F. 
masser, f. masse. 

massacre mre·s;!k;).I indiscriminate killing. 
XVI. - (O)F. massac1·e, with vars. ltlafacre, 
macecre, macecle, of unkn. origin. So mas
sacre vb. XVI. - (O)F. massacrer, f. the sb. 

massage mre·sa:s curative kneading and 
rubbing of muscles, etc. XIX. - F. massage, 
f. masser apply massage to, used XVIII by 
French colonists in India, perh.- Pg. amas
sar knead, f. massa dough (MASS 2), but Arab. 
mass handle, masa[1 rub, have been sug
gested; see -AGE. So masseu·r, -eu·se xrx. 

massicot mre·sik;,t yellow oxide of lead. 
xv. Earlier masticot- F. massicot, tmasti
cot, obscurely rei. to It. marzacotto unguent, 
cosmetic, Sp. mazacote kali, mortar, prob. 
based on Arab. shabbqubti Egyptian alum. 

massif mre·sif tblock, mass XVI; large 
mountain mass XIX. -F. massif, sb. use of 
massif MASSIVE. 

massive mre·siv forming or consisting of 
a large mass. xv (Lydg.). -F. massif, fern. 
-ive, alt. of OF. massiz :-pop. L. ""masslceus, 
f. massa MASS 2 ; see -IVE. Finally rep!. (arch.) 
ma·ssy XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa), perh. 
orig.- OF. massiz, with later assim. to -Y1. 

massoola mresu·l;) surf-boat used on the 
Coromandel coast. XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

mast1 mast long pole set up on the keel of 
a ship. OE. mrest = (M)LG., (M)Du., 
(O)HG. mast :- WGerm. ""masta (ON. 
mastr, etc., being-MLG.) :- WIE. *mazdos, 
whence poss. L. malus mast, Olr. matan 
club. tJ[ The Germ. word was latinized as 
mastus (vm) and is repr. in Rom. by F. mat, 
Pr. mast, with extensions in Pg. mastro, 
Sp. mastil. 

mast2 mast fruit of forest-trees, esp. as food 
for swine. OE. m;est = MDu., MLG., 
OHG. mast (in modG. f<!m.) :- WGerm. 
•masta :- •mazdos, prob. f. base repr. in 
MEAT. 

master ma·staJ A. man having control or 
authority; B. teacher OE. (one who has re-

MASTOID 

ceived an academic degree orig. conveying 
authority to teach XIV); C. title of rank or 
compliment xm; title of presiding officer, 
etc. XIV. OE. mregister, magister (corr. to 
OFris. master (and OS.) mester, (O)HG. 
meister, ON. meistari), a CGerm. adoption 
from L.; reinforced by OF. maistre (mod. 
maitre) = Pr. ma(g)estre-s, Sp., It. maestro, 
etc. :- L. magistru-m, nom. magister (OL. 
-ester), usu. referred to magis adv. more, as 
minister to minus adv. less (but Etruscan 
forms with macstr- are cited, which may be 
the source). Cf. MISTER1. Hence ma·ster
FUL1. XIV. ma·sterPIECE xvrr; after Du. 
meesterstuk {adopted in Sc. as meisterstik XVI) 
or G. meisterstiick piece of work qualifying 
a craftsman. ma·sterv•. ME. meistrie (xm, 
AncrR.)- OF. maistrie(superseded by mais
trise, mod. maftrise, which was repr. in ME. 
by maistris, -ice, -yse). 

mastic mre·stik gum or resin from Pistachia 
Lentiscus XIV (Trevisa); thetreexv. - (O)F. 
mastic - late L. mastichum (Palladius), 
masticha, varr. of L. mastiche (Pliny) - Gr. 
mastfkhe, presumed to be f. mastikhan (see 
next), the substance being used as a chewing
gum in the East. 

masticate mre·stikeit chew. xvn. f. pp. 
stem of late L. mastictire- Gr. mastikhan 
grind the teeth, rei. to masasthai chew, and 
perh. to synon. L. mandere; see -ATE3 • So 
masticA·TION. XVI. - (O)F. or late L. 
ma·sticatORY. XVII. - modL. 

mastiff ma·stif dog of a large powerful 
breed. XIV (R. Mannyng). repr. obscurely 
OF. mastin (mod. matin) :-Rom. *mtinsue
tinus (Pr. mastis, It. mastino, etc., are- OF.), 
f. L. mtinsuetus tamed, tame, earlier mtinsues, 
f. manus hand (see MANUAL)+base of suescere 
(pp. suetus) accustom, f. sui of oneself, suus 
one's own (cf. Goth. swes own). The OF. 
may have become familiar in England in the 
nom. sg. and obi. pl. form mastis, which 
seems to have been interpreted as *mastifs. 

mastigo- mre·stigou, -g;,· comb. form in 
some scientific words of Gr. -mdstix scourge, 
whip, which was used from XVII in the nom. 
as a second el. of designations of persons and 
books that deal severely with or are violently 
critical of a person, institution, etc., as 
IIomeromastix (applied to Zoilus), Histrio
mastix (i.e. of the theatre, Prynne 1632), 
Satiromastix (Dekker, used of B. Jonson). 

mastodon mre·stadun extinct elephantine 
mammal having nipple-shaped tubercles on 
the molars. XIX. - modL., f. Gr. mastos 
breast + odont- TOOTH; cf. F. mastodonte 
(Cuvier). 

mastoid mre·stoid (anat., of bones, etc.) 
nipple-shaped. xvm. -F. mastozde (Pare) or 
modL. mastoides- Gr. mastoeid€s ( cl.tro</>vans 
!Laaroti'l£is 'mastoid processes', Galen), f. 
mastos (woman's) breast (:-*mJdtos; cf. 
MAMMA2, MAST2); see -om. 

[s6o] 



MASTURBATE 

masturbate mre·st;ubeit practise self
abuse. XIX (earlier tmastuprate XVII). f. pp. 
stem of L. masturbdri, of unkn. origin, but 
commonly held to be alt. of *man(u)
stuprtire 'defile with the hand'. 

matl m::et piece of coarse fabric of plaited 
fibre OE. ; piece of material laid on a surface 
for protection xv (naut.). OE. matt, matte, 
meatte, corr. to l\1Du. matte, OHG. 
matta (Du. mat, G. matte); WGerm. -late 
L. matta (whence It. matta; parallel late L. 
natta gives F. natte map, plait). 

mat•, matt mret lustreless, dull. XVII. -F. 
mat, identical with mat MATE2 • So mat vb. 
make dull. XVII. -F. mater. 

matachin ma!t;Jfi·n (antiq.) sword-dancer. 
XVI. -F. tmatachin (now matassin)- Sp. 
matachin, pro b. -Arab, mutawajjihin, active 
pple. pl. of tawa;jaha assume a mask, f. wajh 
face. 

matador mre·t;Jd5.I in Sp. bull-fights, man 
appointed to kill the bull ; principal card. 
XVII. - Sp. matador, f. matar kill, f. Pers. 
mat dead (cf. MATE2

). 

match1 mretJ A. tmate, fellow OE.; person 
equal or corresponding XIII ; B. tmatching 
of adversaries XIV; contest; matrimonial 
alliance XVI. OE. gemmcca :- *gamakjon, 
rei. to Germ. *gamakon (OE. gemaca, dial. 
make match, mate; carr. to OS. gimaco, 
OHG. gimahho fellow, equal), sb. use of 
*gamakaz (OE. gemmc, OHG. gimah well
matched, G. gemach easy, comfortable), f. 
• ga- Y- + •mak- fitting; see MAKE. Hence 
match vb. join as a pair or one of a pair 
in marriage, combat, etc. XIV. 

match 2 ma!tJ twick XIV (PPI., Trevisa); 
piece of inflammable cord, wood, etc., to be 
ignited XVI (the present domestic article 
dates from c.183o). -OF. meiche, mesche 
(mod. meche), corr. to Pr. mecca, mecha, Cat. 
metxa, Sp., Pg. mecha, It. miccia, which have 
been referred to L. myxa (- Gr. muxii) 
nozzle of lamp (in medL. lamp-wick), with 
crossing of Rom. *muccare blow the nose, 
snuff a wick. tJ[ For the Eng. development 
cf. (dial.) cratch cradle from (O)F. creche, 
patch from OF. peche PIECE. 

match • ma!tJ that matches, corresponding. 
xv (not matche ne lyke to the, Caxton). 
Arising from predic. and appositive uses of 
MATCH1 ; now mainly techn., as in ma·tch
BOARD (XIX) board having a tongue along one 
edge and a groove along the other so as to 
admit of being fitted into others of like form. 

matchcoat mlE·tJkout mantle worn by 
American Indians. XVII. Earlier matchco, 
prob.- N. Amer. Indian word allied to 
Odjibwa matchigode woman's dress; assim. 
to COAT, 

matchet mre·tfit broad heavy knife or cut
lass. XVI (-eto). - Sp. machete, f. macho 
hammer :- late L. marcus. 

mate1 meit habitual companion (also m 
comps.) XIV; (naut.) officer assistant to 

MATICO 

another xv; on« of a wedded pair XVI. 
- MLG. mate, gemate (Flem. gemaat, Du. 
maat) = OHG.gima110 :- WGerm. *gama
ton f. *ga- Y- (denoting association)+ 
*m~t-, base of MEAT, the lit. sense being 
'messmate'. 

mate2 meit at chess, state of the king when 
he is in check and cannot move out of it; 
(fig.) total defeat. XIV. ME. mat- (O)F. 
mat, in eschec mat CHECKMATE. So vb. 
xm (AncrR.). -OF. mater, f. mat. 

mate mre·tei calabash in which leaves of 
the shrub Ilex paraguayensis are infused, 
(also) the infusion and the shrub. XVIII. 
- Sp. mate- Quechua mati. 

material m;Jti;J•ri;)l consisting of matter 
XIV (Rolle); pert. to matter)( formal XIV 
(Ch.); of substantial import XVI (More); 
sb. pl. XVI. ME. materiel (rare), -ial- (O)F. 
materiel, t-ial - late L. mtiteritilis (Tertul
lian; also sb. -tile), f. materia matter; see 
-AL1• tJ[ In CEur. use. So mate·rialrsM 
xvm, -IST XVII (H. More)- modL.; so in F. 
mate·riahzE. xvm (Addison). 

materia medica m;)ti;)·ri;) me·dik;J reme
dies used in medicine. XVII. modL., tr. Gr. 
vAT) laTptK~ 'healing material'; see MATTER, 
MEDICAL. 

materiel m;)tei·:uiel, [[materjel material 
equipment or resources. XIX. F., sb. use of 
adj. materiel MATERIAL. 

maternal m;Jt;i·.In;Jl pert. to a mother, 
motherly. xv (our english and m. tongue, 
Caxton). - (O)F. maternel or f. L. miiternus, 

·f. miiter MOTHER; see -AL1 . So mate·rniTY. 
XVII. -F.- medL. 

math mrep (dial.)mowing,cropmown. OE. 
miep, corr. to MHG. mat, mtid- (G. mahd), 
f. Germ. *mie- Mow•; see -TH1

• CJ] The nor
mal repr. of the OE. form would be *meath, 
but math has been generalized from the un
stressed form in AFTERMATH, lattermath. 

mathematic, -ical mrej:>imre·tik(;Jl). xvr. 
-or f. (O)F. mathematique or its source L. 
mathematicus- Gr. mathematikos, f. mathe
mat-, mdthema something learnt, science, f. 
•math- (see MIND), manthdnein learn; see -Ic, 
-!CAL. As sb. (xrv) ME. matematik, math-, 
-ique, - (O)F. mathematique = Sp., It. 
matematica - L. mathematica (sc. ars or 
disciplina) - Gr. mathematike (sc. tekhne or 
theoria), fern. of mathematikos; now mathe
ma·trcs xvr (Mulcaster); pro b. after F. les 
matht!matiques (xvi)- L. n. pl. mathematica 
(Cicero), Gr. ta mathematikd (Aristotle). 
colloq. abbrev. maths mre):>s xx. 

mathesis, mre]:>i•sis mental discipline. xv. 
late L. - Gr. mdthesis learning, f. *math-, of 
manthdnein learn (cf. prec.). tJ[ Formerly 
str. ma·thesis as in Pope 'Dunciad' lV 31. 

matico mati·kou (leaves of) the Peruvian 
shrub Piper angustifolium. XIX. - Sp. 
yerba Matico, i.e. yerba HERB, Matico dim. 
of Mateo Matthew; said to have been named 
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MATIE 

after a soldier who discovered its styptic 
properties. 

matie mei·ti herring in the best condition 
for eating. XIX. - Du. maatjes (haring her
ring), earlier maetgens-, maeghdekins, f. 
maagd MAID+-ken -KIN. 

matins, mattins ma:·tinz canonical hour, 
prop. a midnight office XIII; Anglican morn
ing prayer; morning song of birds XVI. ME. 
matines- (O)F. matines = Pr. matinas :
ecc!L. mtitiitinas, nom. -inm (pro b. sc. vigilim 
watches); see MATUTINAL. In medL., masc. 
sg. and pl. matutinus, -ini ( cf. Sp. matutino, 
maitines) were more usual; for the variation 
of gender cf. vesperm, vesper! VESPERS. The 
sg. matin has been used poet. for 'morning', 
'morning song', after (O)F. matin = Pr. 
mati, It. mattino morning:- L. mtitutinum 
(sc. tempus time). 

matrass ma:·tr;)s glass distilling vessel. 
-F. matras = Sp. matraz, modL. matra
cium, of doubtful origin. 

matriarch mei-triibk female carr. to 
patriarch. XVII. f. L. matr(i)-, mater mother, 
after PATRIARCH, which was apprehended as 
being f. L. pater FATHER. 

matriculate matri·kjuleit insert (a name) 
in a register, admit into a university, etc. 
xvr. f. pp. stem of medL. matriculare, f. 
late L. matricula, dim. of matric- MATRIX; 
see -ATE3• So matriculA·TION. XVI. (jf The 
words are repr. in the Rom. langs. 

matrimony ma:·trimani action of marry
ing, state of being married. XIV. -AN. 
matrimonie = OF. matremoi(g)ne (whence 
ME. matermoine, matrimoi(g)ne)- L. matri
monium, f. miitri-, miiterMOTHER; see -MONY. 
So matrimoniAL -mou·ni;)l. XVI. - (O)F. 
or L. 

matrix mei·triks uterus; place or medium 
of production XVI ; enclosing mass; mould 
xvn. - L. matrix ( -ic-) pregnant animal, 
female used for breeding, parent stem, 
(later) womb, register, roll, f. matr-, mtiter 
MOTHER, with ending of fern. agent-nouns. 

matron mei·tran married woman XIV; 
married woman having expert knowledge of 
pregnancy, etc. xv; woman in charge of do
mestic arrangements XVII. - (O)F. matrone 
= Sp., It. matrona- L. matrona, f. matr-, 
mtiter MOTHER. (jf For the suffix cf. COLONY. 

matross matro·s (hist.) soldier next in rank 
below a gunner. Also matroze. XVII. - Du. 
matroos sailor (whence G. matrose, Sw., 
Da. matros) - F. pl. of matelot sailor. 

mattamore mre·t;)ffiO;)J subterranean 
chamber. XVII. -F. matamore- Arab. 
matmurah, f. tamara store up. 

matter ma:·taJ thing, affair, concern; ma
terial of thought, speech, or action; subject 
or substance of discourse XIII (subject m., tr. 
L. subjecta materia); substance serving as 
material; (corrupt m.) pus XIV; physical or 
corporeal substance XVII ; things written or 
printed XVII. ME. materie, mat(i)ere- AN. 

MAUL 

materie, matere, (O)F. matiere- L. materia 
(also -ies) hard part of a tree, timber, stuff 
of which a thing is made, cause, occasion, 
subject of discourse, matter)( mind or form 
(philos., rendering Gr. iiii1J), orig. substance 
of which consists the mtiter (MOTHER), i.e. 
the trunk of a tree regarded as producing 
shoots. Hence ma•tter vb. form or dis
charge pus; be of importance. XVI. 

mattock mre•t;)k agricultural tool with 
metal head having adze-like blade. OE. 
mattuc, of unkn. origin. The ending appears 
to be the dim. suffix seen in OE. bealluc 
BALLOCK, bu/luc BULLOCK. t;jf W, matog, 
Gael. madag are from Eng. 

mattress mre·tris horizontal support for a 
bed. xm. l\1E. materas- OF. materas 
(whence G. matratze; modF. mate/as from 
Pr. matelas) cogn. with or -It. materasso, 
parallel with OCat. almatrach, Sp., Pg. 
almadraque- Arab. al-matra/:z (AL- 2) place 
where something is thrown, mat, cushion, 
f. tara?1a throw. 

mature matfu;)"J, ffi;)tjua·.r fully developed 
or ripened (lit. and fig.). xv. - L. miiturus 
timely, early (whence F. mar, etc.), f. *matu
(as in next), rei. to mane early, in the morn
ing. So maturATE 3 ripen, spec. bring to a 
head. XVI, f. pp. stem of L. maturare, 
whence matu·re vb. XVI (occas. madure 
after OF. madurer), maturA·TION. XVI. 
-F. or L. matu·rATIVE causing maturation. 
c.I400. matu·rrTY. XIV (Barbour). - L. 

matutinal ma:tjutai·nal of the (early) 
morning. XVII. -late L. mtitutfnalis, f. L. 
mtitutinus (whence ma·tutine xv), f. MtitUta 
goddess of the dawn, rei. to miiturus early, 
MATURE; see -AL1 • 

maudlin m5·dlin fweeping, tearful; weakly 
sentimental XVII; but the earliest recorded 
use is as adv. in maudlin (fmaudlayne, 
fmawdlen) drunk xvr. attrib. use of Maudlin, 
ME. i'.faudeleyn, Maudelen (XIV)- (O)F. 
Madelaine- ecciL. Magdalena MAGDALEN, 
The reference to tears comes from pictures 
in which the Magdalen is shown weeping. 
(jf The pronunc. of the saint's name is 
shown in the statutes of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, by the sp. Mawdelayne. 

maugre m5·gaJ sb. till-will; (arch.) prep. 
in spite of, notwithstanding (orig. to the dis
pleasure of). xm. - (O)F. maugrt! (mod. 
malgrt! prep.) = Pr. mal grat, It. malgrado, 
i.e. mal bad, evil :- L. malu-m (see MAL-), 
grt! pleasure (mod. bongre malgre willy nilly, 
occas. anglicized fboon gree mawgree; cf. 
savoir gre be grateful) :- L. gratum, sb. use 
of n. of gratu-s pleasing (cf. GRATEFUL). 
(jf F. malgre has been used in Eng. since XVII, 
and It. malgrado appears in 1590. 

maul, mall mol fclub xm; hammer, 
beetle XIV. ME. meal!, mal( e)- (O)F. mail 
mali = Pr. malh, Cat. mall, Sp. maio thresh· 
ing-machine, Pg. malho flail, It. maglio, Rum. 
maiu :- L. malleu-s hammer (cf. OS!. mlatu, 
Russ. molot hammer, ON. mjpllnir). Cf. 



MAULS TICK 

MALL, MALLET. Hence maul vb. fbeat 
down, hammer, batter XIII (meallin); damage 
XVI ; handle roughly XVII. 

maulstick m5·lstik light stick used by 
painters to support the right hand. XVII 
(mol-). - Du. maalstok, f. maalen paint+ 
stok stick j see MOLE\ STOCK. 

maumet m5·mit, mammet mre·mit 
tfalse god, idol XIII (La3.); (arch., dial.) 
doll, puppet, guy xv; term of abuse XVI. -
OF. mahomet(cf. Pg. majom) idol, use of the 
proper name Mahomet due to the medieval 
belief that Mohammed was worshipped as 
a god. Hence mau·metRY (arch.). XIII 
(Cursor M.). 

maund1 m5nd (wicker) basket xv; measure 
of capacity XVI. - (O)F. mande- MLG., 
MDu. mande (Du. mand) = OE. mand, of 
the survival of which there is no evidence ; 
ult. origin unkn. 

maund 2 m5nd weight current in India, etc. 
xvu (earlier mana; mao from Pg.). -Hindi 
(Pers.) man, perh. ult.- Accadian mana, 
whence also Gr. mmi, L. mina. 

maunder m5·nd;l.t fgrumble xvu ; act or 
talk in a dreamy or inconsequent manner 
XVIII. perh. a use of tmaunder (xvn), fre
quent. of fmaund (XVI), both being canting 
words for 'beg', perh. - (O)F. mendier :- L. 
mendicare; see MENDICANT, -ER4• 

maundy m5·ndi ceremonial washing of the 
feet of poor persons on the Thursday next 
before Easter. XIII. -OF. mande :- med. 
use of L. mandatum command (see MAN
DATE), first word of the first antiphon sung 
at the ceremony, viz. 'Mandatum novum do 
vobis' (A new commandment give I unto 
you), taken from the discourse which follows 
the washing by Christ of the Apostles' feet, 
John xiii; medL. mandatum was used for the 
ceremony, whence dies mandati 'day of the 
maundy' (Maundy Thursday XVI). See -Y5• 

Mauser mau·z;).t in full M. rifle military 
rifle invented by Wilhelm Mauser and 
adopted by the German army in I87r. 

mausoleum m5s6li•;)m edifice erected as 
a commemorative burial-place. XVI (Hol
land; earlier fMausole, James I). - L. 
mausoleum- Gr. mausolefon the magnificent 
tomb of Mausolus, king of Caria, erected 
353 B.c. at Halicamassus by his queen 
Artemisia and accounted one of the seven 
wonders of the world. 

mauve mouv bright but delicate purple dye. 
XIX. -F. mauve mallow, mallow-colour:
L. malva MALLOW. 

maverick mre·v;)rik (U.S.) calf, cow, or 
steer not having a brand. XIX. f. name of 
Samuel A. Maverick, a Texas cattle-owner 
who left the calves of his herd unbranded. 

mavis mervts song-thrush. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. mauvis (whence Sp. malvis, It. dial. 
marvittse), obscurely rei. to MBret. milhuit 
(mod. mifjid) thrush, (O)Com. melhuet lark. 

MAY 

mavourneen mavua·.tnin (Anglo-Ir.) my 
darling. XVIII. - Ir. mo mhuirnin (mo my, 
muirnin, dim. of muirn affection, love ; see 
-EEN 2). 

maw1 m5 stomach. OE. maga, corr. to 
OFris. maga, MDu. maghe (Du. maag), 
OHG. mago (G. magen), ON. magi :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *magon, -on. 

maw8 m5 (dial.) sea-gull. xv. -ON. mdr = 
OE. mrew MEw1• 

maw3 m5 (hist.) card game. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin. 

mawkish m5·kif fnauseated, without appe
tite, nauseating xvu; feebly sentimental 
XVIII. f. mawk MAGGOT+-ISH1• 

maxilla mreksi·l;) jaw, jawbone. xvn. L. 
maxilla, corr. to mala cheek, as axilla shoul
der-blade to ala wing. Hence maxi·llARY 
XVII; after L. maxillaris. 

maxim mre·ksim faxiom xv; aphoristic 
proposition; rule of conduct XVI. -F. 
maxime or its source medL. maxima, sb. use 
(for propositio maxima 'greatest proposition', 
Boethius) of fern. of maximus, super!. of 
magmts great (see MAGNITUDE). 

Maxim mre·ksim M.(-gun), machine-gun 
invented by Hiram S. Maxim (I840-I9I6). 

maximum mre·ksim;lm greatest amount, 
highest limit. XVIII. -(through F.) modL. 
maximum, sb. use of n. of maximus (see 
MAXIM). 

may1 mei pt. might mait fbe strong; fbe 
able; be allowed; as an aux. of the subjunc
tive. A CGerm. vb. belonging by its con
jugational form if not by origin to the class 
of preterite-presents (cf. CAN 2). OE. mreg, 
2nd pers. meaht, miht, pl. magon, pt. meahte, 
mihte, corr. to OFris. mei, mugun, machte, 
OS. mag, maht, mugun, mahta (Du. mag, 
mogen, mochte), OHG. mag, maht, magun, 
mahta (G. mag, mogen, mochte), ON. md, 
mdtt, meg om, mdtti, Goth. mag, magt, magum, 
mahta. The primary sense is 'have power' 
( cf. the cogn. sbs. MAIN1

, MIGHT), and the IE. 
base, *mogh- *m~gh-, is repr. also by Gr. 
mekhos contrivance, mekhanli MACHINE, OS!. 
mogq I can. It occurs in comps. with vbs. 
forming advs. meaning 'possibly', 'perhaps', 
viz. fmay-fall (xm), fmaychance (xvi), may
hap (XVI). mayaE mei·bi. xv (cf. F. peut
etre perhaps). 

may2 mei blossoms of the hawthorn. XVI. 
- (O)F. mai flowers and branches collected 
to celebrate 1 May, from the name of the 
month (see next), dial. hawthorn. So vb. 
celebrate May-day, chiefly in gerund (a)may
ing (xv, Malory), earlier famaied (Gower); 
cf. MDu. meyen, MHG. meien, and meie 
may-tree (G. maibaum). 

May mei fifth month of the year. - (O)F. 
mai = Pr. mai, Sp. mayo, It. maggio :- L. 
Maiu-s (sc. mensis month) prop. pert. to 
Maia, Italic goddess, daughter of Faunus 
and wife of Vulcan (later identified with Gr. 
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MAYCOCK 

Maia), perh. for *magia and rei. to magnus 
great (see MAGNITUDE); the name has passed 
into Germ. and Celtic. Hence May-DAY 
1 May. xv. 

maycock mei·k<>k kind of melon. XVI (maco
qwer). - Algonkin (Powhattan) mahcawq. 

mayduke mei·djiik kind of sour cherry. 
XVIII. Conflation of May cherry and duke 
cherry (both in Evelyn, 1664). 

mayhem mei·hem (leg.) crime of violently 
inflicting bodily injury. xv. -AN. ma(i)hem, 
mahaym MAIM. 

mayonnaise mei:mei·z thick sauce as a 
dressing for salad, etc. XIX (Thackeray). 
-F. mayonnaise, also magnonaise, mahon
naise, the latter being pro b. fern. of mahon
nais pert. to Port Mahon, capital of Minorca, 
taken by the due de Richelieu in 1756 (cf. 
modPr. jaiou mahonenc kind of bean). 

mayor mr;)l chief officer of a municipal 
corporation. XIII (RGlouc.). ME. mer, 
mair- (O)F. maire :- L. major greater, 
compar. of magnus great (see MAGNITUDE), 
used sb. in late L. (cf. MAJORDOMO). The 
sp. maio(u)r, common in XVI, prob. reflects 
the orig. L. form, but as the i could be read 
as a vowel, such forms became coincident 
with those adopted from F.; the substitution 
of y for i was in accordance with the ortho
graphical habits ofxvi-xvn. So mayoralTY 
mr;)·r:~lti. XIV. - OF. mairalte. 

mayweed mei·wid stinking camomile, 
Anthemis Cotula. XVI. alt. of tmaid-, 
mayde(n)wede (xv), for *maithe(n)wede, f. 
tmaithe, tmaithen, OE. magope, m<Egpa 
(obi. cases magopan, mfEgpan) + WEED. 

mazagan mre·z:~gren variety of broad bean. 
XVIII. Said to be fromMazaganinMorocco, 
where it grows wild. 

mazame m:~zei·m Amer. species of deer 
XVIII; Rocky Mountain goat XIX. - F. 
mazame (Buffon) - Mex. mafame, pl. of 
mafatl deer, mistaken for sg. 

maz(z)ard mre·z:~Jd tmazer; (sl.) head 
xvn; face, phiz XVIII. alt. of MAZER by assoc. 
with -ARD. 

mazarine mre·z:~rin deep rich blue. xvn. 
perh. f. name of Cardinal Jules li<Iazarin 
(16oz-61) or the Duchesse de Mazarin 
(died 1699). 

maze meiz (dial., arch.) stupefy, daze XIII; 
bewilder xv (Caxton). synon. mased, amased, 
and bimased all occur in texts of AncrR., 
being pps. of parallel formations on mas-, 
which is repr. in OE. by amasod (see AMAZE), 
of which poss. cogns. are Norw. dial. mas 
exhausting labour, whim, idle chatter, masa 
pass. doze off, and Sw. mas, masa. Hence 
maze sb. tthe m., delusion, deception XIII 
(RGlouc.); network of winding and inter
communicating paths XIV (Ch.). 

MEAL 

mazer mei·z:~J (hist.) hard(? maple) wood 
XII; bowl or goblet, orig. of mazer wood XIV. 
-OF. masere (of Germ. origin; in modF. 
madre veined, variegated, like maple-wood), 
perh. reinforced from MDu. maeser maple 
= OHG. masar (G. maser) excrescence on 
a tree, tmaple, ON. mpsurr maple, f. *mas
spot (cf. MEASLES); obs. by I700, revived by 
Scott. 

mazurka mn:'i·lb lively Polish dance. xrx. 
-F. mazurka, G. masurka- Pol. mazurka 
woman of the province of Mazovia. Cf. 
POLKA, 

me1 mi, mi accusative and dative of the pro
noun I. OE. me (i) accus., corr. to OFris. 
mi, OS. mi, me (Du. mij) and further to L. 
me, Gr. me, eme, Oir. me (Ir. mi), W. mi, Skr. 
ma; OE. had also mec, corr. to OFris. mich, 
OS. mik, OHG. mih (G. mich), ON., Goth. 
mik :-IE. *mege (Gr. enu!ge), in which a 
limiting particle *ge (Gr. ge at least) is added 
(other particles occur in Indo-Iranian and 
Shvonic); (ii) dative, corr. to OFris. mi, 
nur, OS. mi (Du. mij), (O)HG. mir, ON. 
nu'r, Goth. mis :- *mes-, with suffixed par
ticle of doubtful origin. The base is *me, 
or. which in all IE. langs. the obi. cases of 
th ~pronoun of the 1st person sg. are formed. 
SEe MINE\ MY. 

me' mi see MI. 
mead1 mid drink made by fermenting a 
mixture of honey and water. OE. medu, 
nuodu = OFris., MLG. (Du.) mede, OHG. 
tmtu, mitu (G. met), ON. mj(Jor, Goth. 
*n•idus (recorded v in Gr. form mMos):
CGerm. *meduz :-IE. *medhu-, whence Gr. 
m£t!w wine (cf. METHYLATE), Olr. mid, W. 
tmdd, OS!. medii honey, wine, Lith. midiis 
m"ad, Skr. mddhu honey, sweet drink. 

mead2 mid (arch.) MEADOW. OE. mii:d. 

meadow me·dou grass-covered piece of 
lar.d. XIII. repr. OE. mii:dwe, etc., obi. 
ca:;es of mii:d MEAD2 :- Germ. *mii:dwo :
*n•etx~·d 'mowed land', f. *me- Mow1 ; cogn. 
w<,rcls of similar meaning but divergent 
fo1mation are OFris. mede, OLG. mada 
(I:u. tmatte, mat), (M)HG. matte. 

meagre mi·g;u lean, thin XIV; poor, scanty 
XV[. ME. megre- AN. megre, (O)F. maigre 
(d. MAIGRE) = Pr. ma(i)gre, Sp., It. magro, 
RLm. macru :- L. macrum, nom. macer, rei. 
to Gr. makr6s long, makedn6s tall, slender, 
mikos length; IE. *makr6- (Germ. *magra-) 
is ·epr. by OE. mreger, MLG. (Du.) mager, 
OHG. magar (G. mager), ON. magr. 

me 111 mil powder of ground grain or pulse. 
OE. melu (melw-) = OFris. mel, OS. melo 
(Du. meel), OHG. melo (G. mehl), ON. mj(Jl 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *melwam, f. *mel
*wal- *mul- :-IE. *mel- *mol- *m!-, whence 
OHG., Goth. malan, ON. mala, L. molere, 
O~>I. mleti, Lith. mdlti, Oir. melim I grind, 
W malu, L. mola millstone, sacrificial meal, 
mclina MILL, Gr. mUle, mulos mill, millstone; 
sec: also MALM and cf. IMMOLATE, MOLAR. 



MEAL 

meaP mil tmeasure ; habitual or customary 
occasion of taking food OE. ; repast xn. 
OE. mrel mark, sign, measure, fixed time, 
etc., corr. to OFris. mel, nuil, OS. -mtil sign, 
measure (Du. maal n. meal, m. time), OHG. 
mtil time (G. mal time, mahl meal), ON. 
mdl mark, measure, point or portion of 
time, mealtime, Goth. mel time :- CGerm. 
"'mrelaz, -am, f. IE. base "'me MEASURE. 
The instr. pl. of the OE. word mrelum, 
in the sense 'measure', 'quantity taken at a 
time', was used in comb. with sbs., e.g. 
dropmrelum drop by drop, limmrelum limb 
by limb (perverted dial. to limb-small) ; these 
were extended in ME., but the only surviv
ing camp. in gen. use is PIECEMEAL. 

mealie mi·li S.Afr.maize. XIX. -Afrikaans 
milie- Pg. milho MILLET, perh. through 
Bantu. 

mealy-mouthed mi·limau6d soft-spoken, 
not outspoken. XVI. var. of contemp. tmeal
mouthed, f. tmealmouth sb. and adj., f. MEALl 
+MOUTH+ -ED2 ; perh. based on a foreign 
idiom such as G. Mehl im Maule behalten 
(Luther) 'carry meal in the mouth', i.e. lack 
straightforwardness in speech. 

mean1 min have in mind, intend; import. 
OE. mrenan = OFris. mena signify, OS. 
menian intend, make known (Du. meenen), 
(O)HG. meinen (now chiefly, have an 
opinion) :- WGerm. "'mainjan, rei. outside 
Germ. to OS!. mlniti; f. IE. *men- (see 
MIND). Hence mea·niNG1 intention, signi
fication. XIV ; cf. MDu. meninge (Du. meen
ing), OHG. meinunga (G. meinung). 

mean• min (dial.) common to two or more 
XII; inferior XIII ; undignified, low XIV; ig
noble xvrr. OE. m<Ene (rare), ME. mene, for 
OE. gemrene (ME. -mene) = OFris. gemene, 
OS. gimeni (Du. gemeen), OHG. gimeini 
(G. gemein), Goth. gamains :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *gamainiz, f. *ga- Y-+ *mainiz :
'*moinis (repr. in *commoinis, antecedent 
form of L. commiinis COMMON), f. '*moi
'*mei- change, exchange; see MUTATION, 
MUTUAL, MUNICIPAL, The development of 
meaning from 'possessed by all' to 'ordi
nary', 'not exceptionally good', 'inferior', 
'low', was assisted by the coincidence of the 
native Eng. form with MEANs, which was 
often used disparagingly. 

means min tmiddle; tintermediary; inter
mediate in time (now only in mean time, 
mean while); intermediate in kind or degree; 
mediocre, middling. XIV. -AN. me(e)n, 
OF. meien, moien (mod. moyen) = Pr. meian, 
Sp. mediano, It. mezzano (cf. MEZZANINE) :
L. mediiinu-s MEDIAN. Hence mea·nTIME 
adv. xvr (Sh.); mea·nwHILE adv. xv; re
duction of advb. phr. in the m. time and 
m. while (xrv). 

mean' min (dial.) complain (of), lament. 
OE. mrenan, rei. to MOAN, 

MECHOACAN 

meander mire·nd:u (pl.) windings (of a 
river, a maze), tintricacies (of affairs) XVI; 
circuitous course XVII. -(partly through F. 
meandre) L. mreander- Gr. ma{andros, ap
pellative use of the name of a river in Phrygia 
famous for its notoriously winding course. 
Hence vb. XVII. 

measles mi·zlz infectious disease marked 
by an eruption. xrv. ME. maseles (pl.), 
prob. - MLG. masele, MDu. masel pustule, 
spot on the skin (Du. mazelen measles) = 
OHG. masala blood-blister, f. Germ. '*mas
spot, excrescence (cf. MAZER). The change 
of form from masel to mesel (whence the 
present form) appears to be due to assim. to 
ME. meselleper (-OF. mesel :- L. misellu-s, 
f. miser wretched, MISERABLE). t]J Earlier 
(dial.) measlings is prob. of Scand. origin. 

measure me·3a.l prescribed or limited ex
tent ; action, result, or means of measuring 
XIII ; 'measured' or rhythmic sound or 
movement XIV. ME. mesur(e)- (O)F. mesure 
= Pr., Sp., mesura, It. misura, Rum. mdsurd 
:- L. mensiira, f. mens-, pp. stem of metiri 
measure, f. IE. *met- (cf. Skr. mtitram mea
sure, Gr. metis prudence, OE. mrejJ measure, 
proportion, power, rank, respect), extension 
of '*me- measure (cf. MEAL2, METRE). So 
mea·sure vb. xm (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
mesurer - L. mensiiriire. mea·surABLE 
tmoderate XIII; that can be measured XVI. 
- (O)F. mesurable-late L. mensiirtibilis MEN
SURABLE. mea•sureMENT. XVIII, 

meat mit food (arch. and dial. exc. as in 
meat and d1ink, flesh meat) OE. ; flesh food 
XIV. OE. metem. = OFris. met(e), OS. meti, 
ON. matr, Goth. mats:- CGerm. "'matiz 
(a parallel '*matam is repr. by OS. mat, 
OHG. ma~), f. '*mat- '*met- measure, METE. 

meatus miei-tas passage, spec. in anat. XVII. 
L., 'passage, course', f. meiire go, pass (cf. 
PERMEATE). comb. form mea·to-. 

Mecca me·ka name of Mohammed's birth
place, which is a place of Muslim pilgrimage, 
(hence) sacred spot of resort. XIX. - dial. 
var. of Arab. Makkah. t]J Dryden (r687) 
has Meccan adj. 

mechanic mikre·nik pert. to manual work 
XIV (Gower), pert. to machines XVII; sb. 
handicraftsman, artisan xvr ; skilled work
man, esp. having to do with machinery XVII. 
- (partly through (O)F. mecanique) L. 
mechanicus- Gr. mekhanik6s, f. mekhan~ 
MACHINE; see -IC. So mecha·DICAL. XV 
(first in art or craft m., after F. art mecanique, 
L. ars mechanica). mecha·nrcs. xvu. 
mechanrsM me·kanizm. XVII. me·chan
IZE. XVII. 

mechlin me·klin name of lace made at 
Mechlin in Belgium (F. Malines) XVII (earlier 
of a black cloth, meighlyn blac xv). 

mechoacan metJou·akren root of a Mexican 
species of bindweed. XVI. f. name of a 
state (now Michoacdn) of Mexico. 
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MECONIC 

meconic miko·nik (chem.) epithet of an 
acid ob!ained from opium. XIX (r8o3). f. 
Gr. mekiin poppy+-Ic. So mecomuM 
mikou·nigm topium XVII; first freces of 
a new-born infant (from its dark colour 
likened to opium juice) XVIII. L. (Pliny) -
Gr. mekoneion (Dioscorides), f. mikon. 

medal me·d;:,l tmetal disk used as a charm, 
etc. XVI; coin-shaped piece of metal with an 
inscription, effigy, etc. xvn. -F. mtfdaille
It. medaglia = OF. m(e)aille, Sp. medalla :
Rom. *medallia :- popL. *metallea (n. pl.), 
f. L. metallum METAL. So medallion mi
dre·lj;~n large medal or object resembling 
this. XVII. -F. mtfdaillon- It. medaglione, 
augm. of medaglia. 

meddle me·dl tmi..x, mingle; intr. mix or 
mingle in company or conflict XIV ; busy 
oneself with xv. -OF. medler, mesdler, var. 
of mesler (mod. meler) = Pr. mesclar, Sp. 
mezclar, It. mischiare :-Rom. *misculdre, f. 
L. miscere MIX. 

medireval, medieval midii·vgJ, med- pert. 
to the Middle Ages. XIX. 1827. f. modL. 
medium <E'I-'Um (Melchior Goldast, r6o4) 
'middle age'+-AL1 ; see MID, AGE. Cf. F. 
medieval (1874); preceded by tmiddle-aged 
(xvm). So medire·valisT 1784 (Ruskin; 
earlier in sense 'one who lived in the l\1iddle 
Ages'); cf. F. medieviste (r867). 

medial mi·dial t(math.) mean XVI; that is 
in the middle; ordinary. XVIII. - late L. 
mediii.lis, f. medius MID; see -AI.1 and cf. F. 
medial (xvm). So me·diAN (first in anat.) 
m. '1-'ein XVI; (gen.) middle XVII. -F. median 
(·veine mediane) or L. mediiinus; cf. l\IEAN 3• 

mediastinum mi:di;,stai·ngm (anat.) mem
branous septum between cavities. XVI. 
modL., sb.n. of medL. mediastfnus medial, 
after L. mediastinus low class of slave. f. 
medius l\IID. 

mediate mi·dieit thalve; effect by inter
cession XVI ; be an intermediary XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. medidre, f. medius MID; in 
part prob. back-formation from the much 
earlier mediA·noN XIV (Ch.)- late L. 
medidtio(n-) (cf. F. mediation xv) or me·di.A
TOR xm (Cursor M.)- (O)F. mediateur, 
t-our- ChrL. mediator, which was perh. not 
formed from medidre but directlv on medius 
MID, after Gr. mesites (f. nufsos)" as used in 
I\".T. So me·diaTRIX XV, t-trice XIV. 
-late L. (F.). 

MEDULLA 

medecine, medicine (mod. medecine) = Pr. 
mede-, medicina, metzina, Sp., It. medicina 
- L. medicina physician's art, physician's 
laboratory, medicament, f. medicus. medi
cinAL1 medi·sin;~l XIV.- (O)F. medicinal-L. 
medicindlis. me·dico medical practitioner 
or student. xvn (Harvey). - It.- L. medi
cus. Also me·dic XVII (surviving in U.S.). 

medick me·dik plant of the genus Medi
cago. xv. - L. medica- Gr. medikif, sc. pda 
('Median grass'). 

mediety mid;)i·eti thalf xv; t(math.) 
MEAN 3 ; (leg.) MOIETY XVII. 

mediocre mi·dioub.z of middling quality. 
xvr. -(partly through F. mediocre) L. 
mediocris lit. 'of middle height', f. medius 
Mm+ocris rugged mountain (= Umbrian 
ukar citadel, mountain, Gr. 6kris point, 
protuberance, Ir. ochair, Vv. ochr edge, 
Skr. diris comer). So mediocriTY -o·kriti. 
XVI. - (O)F. - L. 

meditate me·diteit consider, study; plan; 
exercise the mental faculties. xvr. f. pp. 
stem of L. meditdri, frequent. f. IE. *med
*med- *mod- measure (see METE, MODE). 
So meditA·TION meditative discourse XIII 
(AncrR.); action of meditating XIV. - (O)F. 
-L. 

Mediterranean me:dit;~rei·ni:m (of water) 
land-locked XVI; (of land) midland, inland 
xvn. f. L. mediterrdneus inland, in late L. 
applied to the Mediterranean Sea, A!Jare 
Nlediterranewn (for 1\!Jare Magnum 'Great 
Sea'), in which the orig. notion may have 
been 'in the middle of the earth' rather than 
'enclosed bv land'; f. medius MID+terra 
(corr. to lr.; W. tir) land, earth; see -EAN. 

medium mi·digm middle degree or condi
tion; tmiddle term, mean; intervening sub
stance XVI (whence, pervading or enveloping 
substance XIX); intermediate agency, means 
XVII ; (in painting) liquid vehicle XIX. - L. 
medium middle, midst, medL. means, sb. 
use of n. of medius MID; cf. F. medium (XVI). 

medlar me·dl;!.r (fruit of) the tree so named, 
Mespilus germanica. XIV. -OF. medler, f. 
*medle, for *mesdle, mesle :- L. mespila, -us, 
-um- Gr. mespile, nufspilon. t]f An altered 
form *nespila gave OF. nesple, mod. nefle, 
Sp. nesj;era, It. nespola; the L. word passed 
into Germ. as MDu. mispele, OHG. mespila, 
nespila, Du., G., mispel. 

medley me·dli tcombat, conflict XIV; 
tcombination, mixture xv; (in disparaging 

medical me·dibl pert. to the healing art. sense) xvn. - OF. medlee, var. of meslee (see 
XVII. -F. nu!dical (Rabelais) or medL. mi!lee) = Pr. mesclada :-Rom. *misculdta, 
mediciilis (Columban), f. L. medicus physi- sb. use of fem. pp. of medL. misculdre 
cian, f. base of mederi; see REMEDY, -!CAL. MEDDLE. 
So medicaMENT medi·k~mgnt substance 
used as a remedy. XIV. _F. nufdicament or ntedoc mei·d;:,k wine produced in MMoc, 
L. medicdmentum, f. rnedicdrf administer a district of SW. France. XIX. 
remedies to, whence me·dicATE3 xvn, medulla mid.~·jg, marrow, pith. XVII. - L. 
medicA·TION XVII. So medicine me·d(i)- medulla, perh. f. medius MID. Hencemedu·l-
sin medicament XIII (AncrR.); art of pre- lARY. XVII; after L. medulldris; cf. F. mtfdul-
serving and restoring health ·xiv. -OF. Zaire (XVI). 
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MEDUSA 

medusa mldju·z~ (.!VI-) one of the three 
Gorgons, having snakes for the hair of the 
head XVI (XIV lvieduse, Gower); (m-) jelly
fish, sea-nettle (after Linnaeus' use of 
Medusa as a generic name, from the resem
blance of some species to a head with snaky 
curls) xvm. - L. Mediisa- Gr. Midousa. 

meed mid twages, hire OE.; reward, guer
don XIV. OE. med = OFris. mede, OS. 
meda, mieda, 01-IG. meta, mieta (G. miete) 
:- WGerm. *meda, rel. to OE. meord, Goth. 
mizdo reward (:-Germ. *mizdo, -on); the 
IE. base *mizdh- is repr. also by Gr. misth6s, 
OS!. mizda, Skr. mfrjhdm reward. 

meek mik tgentle, kind; free from pride 
and self-will XII (Orm); submissive XIV. 
Early ME. meoc, mec- ON. *miukr, mjtikr 
soft, pliant, gentle, rel. to Goth. "'milks in 
miikamodei meekness, and (M)LG. miike, 
lVIHG. mftche (G. dial. mauche) malanders; 
further cogns. are Olr. mocht (:- "'mukto-) 
gentle, soft, \V. mu•ytho soften. 

meerkat mi~·Jkaet tmonkey xv; S. Afr. 
name for Cynictis pencillata and Suricata 
tetradactvla XIX. - Du. meerkat = G. meer
katze (in ·oHG. mericw::za), MLG. merkatte 
lit. 'sea-cat' ; perh. orig. alt. of an Orienta! 
name (cf. Hindi markat, Skr. markata ape) 
by assim. to words meaning 'sea' and 'cat', 
with the notion of 'ape from overseas'. 

meerschaum mi~·Jfrim sepiolite found in 
soft white clay-like masses; tobacco-pipe 
having a bowl made of this. xvm. -G. 
meerschaum, f. meer l\IERE1+schaum foam 
(scc:-.1), tr. Pers. kej-i-daryli 'foam of sea'. 

meet1 mit tmade to fit xm (Cursor M.); 
(rhet.) suitable, fit XIV, Aphetic of earlier 
ME. imete :- OE. (Anglian) *gemete, (WS.) 
gem<f!te = OHG. gamii;i (G. gemiiss), f. "'ga
Y- + *m<Eto measure, f. *m<Et- *met- mea
sure, METE; the etymol. sense is 'commensu
rate'. (jJ \Vords of similar formation on the 
Rame base, but of divergent meaning, are 
OE. m<f!te insignificant, small, bad, 0~. 
mwtr valuable, excellent, lawful. 

n1eet 2 mit pt., pp. met come or light upon 
OE. ; come face to face or into contact v.:ith 
XIII. OE. metan (Nhb. m&ta), also gemetan 
(8ee Y-) = OFris. meta, OS. motian (Du. 
moeten), ON. m&ta, Goth. gaml1tjan :
CGerm. (not in HG.) *ga/motjan, f. "'motam 
meeting, MOOT. Hence mee·ti:-<G1 XIII; cf. 
OE. gemeting 'conventio', 'concilium'. 

Meg meg. xvr. Sc. var. of 1V!ag (.lfagge 
XIII; dim. 1\Iaggie), pet-form of 1V!argaret, 
used for 'hoyden', 'coarse woman', and 
allusively in various phr. 

mega- me·g:~, before a vowel meg-, comb. 
form of Gr. megas great (see MAGNITUDE), 
as in megali·thic, me·gaphone, mega
the·rium XIX; similarly megal(o-) me·g;:~
l(ou), the Gr. stem, as in me:galoMA'NIA, 
me :galosau·rus (see SAURIAN) XIX. 

MELL 

megilp m:~gi·lp vehicle for oil colours. 
XVIII. Some 30 var. spellings are recorded, 
some of which, with mac, Me, suggest poss. 
derivation from a surname; but there is no 
evidence. 

megrim mi·grim severe headache. XIV 
(Trevisa). Early forms mygrame, -ane
(O)F. migraine (cf. Sp.migraiia, It. magrana) 
semi-pop.- late L. hemic•·linia- Gr. hemi
krlinia, f. hemi- half, HE:Iu-+kranion skull, 
CRANIUM. 

meinie mei·ni (arch.) household, retinue 
xiii; multitude xrv.- (O)F. meinee, mesnee = 
Pr. mesnada (whence Sp. mesnada, manada, 
It. masnada) :-Rom. *mansionlita, f. L. 
mansio(n-) MANSION; see -Y5• 

meiosis maiou·sis (rhet.) tdiminishing 
figure of speech xn ; litotes XVII. - modL. 
-Gr. meiosis, f. meioun lessen, f. meion Jess 
(see MINOR). 

melan(o)- me·l~n(ou) comb. fom1 of Gr. 
melds' -an- black. 

melancholy me·l;:~nbli, -l)k- tmorbid con
dition of having too much 'black bile'; till
temper; sadness and depression. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. melancolie ( = Pr., Sp., It. melan
colia)- late (medical) L. melancholia- Gr. 
melagklzolili, f. mel an-, melds+ khold bile; see 
prec., GALL\ -Y 3• So melancho·lrc. xrv 
(Ch.). - (O)F.- L. melancholicus (Cicero, 
citing Aristotle)- Gr. melancho•lrous. xrv 
(\Vyclif, Ch.). - OF. melancolieus. Both 
adjs. were gen. superseded by an adj. use of 
the sb. (xvr), the termination of which sug
gests an adj. formation; cf. dainty. 

Melchite me-lkait orig. Eastern Christian 
holding the faith as defined by the Councils 
of Ephesus and Chalcedon. XYII (Purchas). 
- ecc!L. Afelchita 'royalist' of the party of 
the Roman Emperor, f. Syriac mal'kdye, f. 
malkd king; see -ITE. 

meld meld (U.S.) declare at pinocle. late 
XIX. -G. melden announce (OHG. meldon = 
OE. meldian, early ME melde). 

mcBee me· lei irregular or confused fighting. 
XVII. -F. melee, earlier me[tee MEDLEY, 
whence ME. mellay (xiv) hand-to-hand 
fight, mixed colour. 

melic1 me·lik pert. to poetry intended to be 
sung. XVII. - L. melicus- Gr. melik6s, f. 
mclos; see MELODY, -IC. 

mclic' me·lik species of grass. XVIII. 
- modL. melica (Linnaeus), of unkn. origin. 

melilot me-li!.Jt plant of the leguminous 
genus Melilotus. xv. - (O)F. nuJlilot- L. 
melill1tos- Gr. melilotos sweet kind of clover, 
f. rne[i honey (cf. MILDEW)+ lotos LOTUS. 

meliorate XVI; see AMELIORATE. 

mell mel (arch., dial.) mingle. XIII. -OF. 
meller (mod. meler), var. of mesler MEDDLE. 



MELLIFLUOUS 

mellifluous meli-fluds sweet as if flowing 
with honey. xv (Caxton). f. OF. mellijlue 
(whence rare and late ME. mellijlue) or its 
source late L. mellijluus, f. L. mel honev+ 
flu-; see MILDEW, FLUENT, -OUS. • 

mellow me·lou soft with ripeness xv; ripe, 
mature XVI; (of sound, etc.) rich and soft; 
genial with liquor XVII. perh. from attrib. 
use of OE. melu (melw-), ME. melow MEALt. 
q Cf. early ME. merow, meruzv, OE. mearu 
soft, tender (corr. to OHG. marawi, muruwi, 
G. miirbe), which may have furthered the 
development. 

melodeon milou·di;m wind instrument 
with keyboard; kind of accordion. XIX. alt. 
of melodium (f. MELODY, after harmonium), 
or f. MELODY after accordion. 

melodrama me-lodriimd (orig.) stage play 
with appropriate music; (later) sensational 
play with a happy ending. XIX (Southey). 
alt. (after drama) of earlier melodrame- F. 
melodrame, f. Gr. melos song; see next and 
DRAMA. Hence me:loDRAMA'TIC. 

melody me·ladi sweet music XIII; tune, air 
XVII ; element of musical form )( harmony 
XVIII. - (O)F. melodie- late L. melodia- Gr. 
meloidia singing, choral song, f. mel6id6s 
singing songs, musical, f. melos song, rhyth
mical chant, orig. limb, member (cf. W. 
-mal, Corn. mal, pl. mellow joint)+ oid-; see 
ODE, -Y 3• So melodrc -::>·dik xrx; melo
dious mllou·dias. XIV (Ch.). - OF. (mod. 
melodieux). 

melon me·ldn kind of gourd, esp. Citrullus 
vulgaris. XIV. - (O)F. melon = Sp. melon, 
It. melone :-late L. melo(n-), shortening of 
melopepo- Gr. melopepon, f. m§lon apple+ 
pepon, _sb. use of pepon ripe (cf. PEPTic). 

melt melt liquefy or be liquefied by heat. 
OE. (1) str. vb. meltan (mealtan), pt. mealt 
(pl. multon), pp. gemolten :- *meltan, (2) wk. 
vb. (Anglian) meltan, (WS.) mieltan = 0~. 
melta digest, malt (grain) :- *maltjan (cf. 
0:\'. maltr rotten, OHG. malz melting, 
Goth. gamalteins dissolution). The base 
*melt- *malt- (see MALT) *mult- repr. IE. 
*meld- *mold- *mfd-, whence Gr. rrufldein 
melt, L. mollis (:- *moldwis), Skr. mrdus 
soft; cf. MILD, S!\1ELT 2• The str. pp. molten 
survives as adj. in literary use. 

melton me· !tan epithet of a hunting jacket 
formerly worn and of a stout cloth. XIX. f. 
name of Melton Mowbray, town in Lei
cestershire, a famous hunting centre. 

member me·mbaJ organ, limb XIII (R. 
Glouc.); constituent portion or individual 
XIV; one elected to a parliament, etc. xv; 
division of a sentence xvr. - (O)F. membre 
= Sp. miembro, It. membra :- L. membrum, 
perh. :- *memsrom, with which are com
pared Oir. m'ir piece of meat(:- *memsro-), 
Skr. mii1JZsdm, OS!. m11so, OPruss. mensa, 
Arm. mis, Goth. mimz meat (:- *mbnso-), 
Gr. mer6s thigh, OS!. m11zdra membrane 
(:- *me(m)sro-, *memsdhro-). 

MENAGERIE 

membrane me·mbrein thin pliable sheet
like tissue. XVI (first in sense 'parchment'). 
- L. membrana (partly through F.) 'skin 
covering a part of the body' (prop. sb. use 
of fern. of adj. in -anus -AN, sc. cutis skin), 
f. membrum MEMBER. So membranA ·cEo us. 
XVII. f. late L. membranous me·mbranas. 
xvr. -F. membraneux, f. membrane. 

memento mime·ntou either of two prayers 
beginning with memento ('remember') in the 
canon of the Mass xv; reminder, warning 
XYI; object serving as a memorial XVIII. - L. 
memento, imper. of meminisse remember, 
redupl. perf. formation ('have brought to 
mind') on *men- MIND; F. memento (XVI). 

memoir me·mwiil, -w5r tnote, memoran
dum XVI; (pl.) record of events, esp. from 
a personal or particular source ; dissertation 
on a learned subject XVII. -F. memoire (m.) 
specialized use of memoire (fern.) MEMORY, 
arising from the appositional use as in icrit 
memoire. me·morABLE worth remembering, 
xv. -F. or L. memorandum mem;)
rre·nd;Jm 'note to help the memory' (}.). 
XVI. Derived from the heading of a note of 
something to be borne in mind, '(It is) to be 
remembered that ... '; n. sg. of L. memo
randus, gerundive of memo rare bring to mind, 
f. memor (below). memoriAL mim5·rial 
preserving a memory XIV (Ch.); sb. com
memorative act, record, etc. xv. - (O)F. or 
L. ; cf. IMMEMORIAL. mem.o·ria te·chnica 
system of mnemonics. XVIII. modL., 'arti
ficial memory' (see TECHNICAL). memoriZE 
me·n1araiz cause to be remembered XVI; 
commit to memory XIX; f. next. memory 
me·mari faculty by which one remembers; 
recollection, remembrance. XIV. ME. me
marie, memoire- OF. memorie, (also mod.) 
memoire = Sp., It. memoria-L. memoria, 
f. memor mindful, remembering, redupl. 
formation on the base *mer-; see MOURN, 
-Y3• Cf. COMMEMORATE, REME~IBER. 

mem-sahib me·msiiib (in India) European 
married lady. XIX. f. mem, repr. native 
pronunc. of MA'AM+SAHIB. 

menace me·nas threat. XIII (Cursor M.). 
J\;IE. manas, manace- OF. manace (later and 
mod. menace) = Pr. menasa, Sp. (a)menaza, 
It. minaccia :- L. minacia (only pl. in classL.), 
f. minac-, minax threatening, f. base of 
mina1·i threaten, min:E overhanging or pro
jecting parts, threats, eminere, imminere (see 
EMINENT, IMMINENT, PROMINE:-<T), reJ. to 
mons MOUNT. So me·nace vb. xrv. -AN. 
manasser, OF. manacier (mod. menacer) = 
Pr. menasar, etc. :- Rom. *minaciare. 

menage meinii·3 housekeeping, domestic 
establishment. xvn. -F. menage, earlier 
menaige, manaige :- Rom. *mansionaticum, 
f. L. mansio(n-) MA:-.!SION; see MANAGE. 

menagerie mlnre·d3;Jri collection of wild 
animals, esp. for exhibition; taviary. XVIII. 
-F. menagerie orig. domestic management 
of cattle, etc., f. menage; see prec. and -ERY. 
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MEND 

mend mend (arch.) free from fault or defect 
XII ; tmake amends for XIII (surviving in 
Least said soonest mmded) ; restore to whole
ness, repair XIV. -AN. mender, aphetic of 
amender AMEND (which is later). 

mendacious mendei·J~s untruthful, lying. 
xvn. f. L. mendtici-, mendtix prob. orig. 
speaking incorrectly or falsely, f. mendum 
defect, fault. So mendaciTY -da:·siti. xvn. 

Mendelian mendi"li~n. xx. pert. to the 
doctrine of heredity of Gregor Johann 
Mendel (1822-84); see -IAN. 

mendicant me·ndik~nt adj. begging XVI; 
sb. beggar xv. - pp. of L. mendicdre beg, f. 
mendicus beggar, f. mendum fault, blemish; 
preceded by tmendinant, tmendivant (XIV) 
-OF.; see -ANT. 

menhaden menhei·d<~n fish of the herring 
family. XVII. -Narragansett Indian mun
nawhatteaug, prob. rei. to munnohquohteau 
he fertilizes, the fish being used by the 
Indians for manure. 

menhir me·nhi~l tall monumental stone. 
XIX. - Breton men hir (mean stone, hir long) 
= W. maen hir, Corn. medn hir; hir is cogn. 
with L. serus late (cf. SINCE). 

menial mi·ni<~l domestic XIV; proper to a 
domestic servant, servile XVII ; sb. XIV. -AN. 
menial, meignial, f. meinie; see MEINIE, -IAL. 

meningitis menind3ai-tis inflammation of 
the meninges (enveloping brain and spinal 
cord). XIX. - modL., f. mening-, meninx, 
Gr. menigx, pl. menigges mini·nd3iz used 
in Eng. from XVII); see -ITIS. 

meno- mi·no(u), comb. form of Gr. min 
MONTH, used in path. terms for 'menses', as 
in me·noPAUSE (Gr. pausis); menorrhagia 
-ra:·d3i;:, (Gr. rhag-, rhegnzinai break, burst 
forth); menorrhrea -ri·<~ (Gr. -rhoiii flow, 
flux). 

menology min;,·l~d3i calendar, esp. of the 
Orthodox Church. XVII. - modL. meno
logium- late Gr. menoldgion, f. meno-, min 
MONTH+l6gos account; see -LOGY. 

menses me·nsiz monthly discharge from 
the womb. XVI. medical use of L. menses, 
pl. of mensis MONTH j CATAMENIA. 

menshevik me·nJivik member of the more 
moderate section of the Russian Socialist 
party. I917. -Russ. Men'shevik (I903), f. 
men' she less, com par. of mdlyy little; cf. 
BoLSHEVIK. 

menstruum me·nstru<~m uterine secretion 

MENTOR 

mensuration menJilrei·J<~n measuring. XVI 
(Digges). -late L. mensuratio(n-), f. men
surtire MEASURE; see -ATION. So in F., etc. 
So me·nsurABLE measurable, (hence) hav
ing assigned limits XVII; (mus.) having fixed 
rhythm and length of notes XVIII (earlier 
mensural xvn). - F. mensurable or late L. 
mensurabilis (also -alis). 

-ment m~nt suffix forming sbs., repr. (O)F. 
-ment :- L. -mentum, which was added to 
vb.-stems to form sbs. expressing the result 
or product of an action or the means or in
strument of it, e.g. alimentum means of 
nourishment (f. alere), fragmentum broken 
piece (f. frag-, frangere), 6rntimentum that 
with which a thing is arranged (f. 6rntire), 
pavimentum floor of stones beaten down (f. 
pavire). In popL. it was extended to the 
formation of nouns of action (rep!. -ti6 
-TION); this was continued in Rom. and is 
thus widely exemplified in Eng. adoptions 
from French, e.g. abridgement, commence
ment, government, management, alongside 
their vbs. abridge, etc. This set the fashion 
for the treatment of -ment as if it were 
native, as in amazement, betterment, fulfil
ment, wonderment; among such formations 
are many with be-, em-, en-, im-, in-. A 
notable range of sense-development is illus
trated by atonement, complement, compliment, 
embankment, escapement, government, man
agement, refreshment, settlement, statement. 
Formations on adjs. are uncommon, as 
funniment, merriment, oddments; Spenser has 
dreriment, hardiment, iollyment, vnruliment. 
The corr. adjs. end in -me·ntal. 

mentaP me·nt<~l pert. to the mind. xv 
(Hoccleve). - (O)F. mental or late L. men
talis, f. ment- mens MIND; see -AL1• Hence 
JnentA·LITY. XVII (Baxter). 

mentaP me·nt;,l pert. to the chin. XVIII. 
- F. mental, f. L. mentum chin; see MOUTH, 
-AL1• 

menthol me·np;,l crystalline camphor-like 
substance. XIX. -G. menthol (I86I), f. 
mentha MINT2 ; see -oL. 

mention me·nJ;,n act of commemorating by 
speech or writing. XIV. - (O)F. mention = 
Sp. mencion, It, menzione- L. menti6(n-), 
f. base *men- of meminisse remember ; cf. 
COMMENT. So me·ntion vb. XVI (Palsgr.). 
-F. mentionner = Sp. mencionar, It. men
zionare, medL. menti6nare. 

XVI; solvent XVII. - L. menstruum, in class L. mentor me·nt5J experienced and trusted 
only pl. menstrual blood, sb. use of n. of counsellor. XVIII. -F. mentor, appellative 
menstruus, f. mensis MONTH; cf. prec. The use of L. Mentor- Gr. Mentor, name of the 
development of the sense 'solvent' in medL. Ithacan noble whose disguise Athene as-
arose from the alchemists' view of the trans- sumed to act as guide to the young Tele-
mutation of base metal into gold by a solvent machus in the 'Odyssey'; the name was 
liquid, which they compared to the develop- prob. chosen for its etyma!. significance (f. 
ment of the sperma in the womb by the *men- *mon- remember, think, counsel; cf. 
agency of the menstrual blood. So me·n- MONITOR). t][ Its currency in F. and Eng. 
struAL1• XIV. -L. menstruiilis; cf. F. men- is derived from its prominence in Fenelon's 
struel. me·nstruous. XVI. -OF. or late L. 'Telemaque' (I699). 
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MENU 

menu me·nju bill of fare. xrx. F., sb. use 
of menu small, MI:-IliTE, for menu de repas 
'list of items of a meal'. 

Mephistophelian mlfistofi'lian. xrx. of 
the character of JVIephistopheles mefista·flliz 
(abbrev. Mephisto mifi•stou) an evil spirit to 
whom Faust, the hero of the dramas of 
lVIarlowe and Goethe (viz. Doctor Faustus 
and Faust), sells his soul. 

mephitic mifi·tik offensive to the smell, 
pestilential. XVII. -late L. mephiticus, f. L. 
mephitis noxious vapour, (also personified) 
goddess who averts pestilential exhalations; 
see -rc. 

mercantile mi'i·~k:mtail pert. to merchan
dise or commerce. XVII. -F. mercantile- It. 
mercantile, f. mercante MERCHA!'<T; see -ILE. 

Mercator m5Jkei·t5l name of Gerardus 
Mercator, latinization of Gerhard Kremer 
(15I2-94), Flemish cartographer. XVII (M.'s 
p1·ojection). 

mercenary mi'i·~slnari working merely for 
monetary reward, hired. XVI (More); sb. 
XIV (Ch.). - L. mercenarius, earlier mercen
ntirius, f. merced-, merces reward, wages; see 
MEHCY, -ARY. Cf. (O)F. mercenaire. 

mercer m~·~sai dealer in silks and other 
textiles (surviving as title of a livery com
pany). XIII (AncrR.). -AN. mercer, (O)F. 
mercier = Pr. merc(i)er, Sp. nm·cero, It. 
merciajo :-Rom. *mercitirius, f. L. merci-, 
merx l\IERCHANDISE; see -EH 2• So me·rcERY. 
XIII. - (O)F. mercerie. 

mercerize mi'i·Isaraiz prepare (goods) with 
chemicals for dyeing. XIX. f. name of John 
JV!ercer, dyer of Accrington; see -IZE. 

merchandise m;i·~tfandaiz texchange of 
commodities; commodities of commerce. 
XIII (RGlouc.). ME. marchaundise, mercan
dise- (O)F. marchandise, dial. tmarcandise, 
f. marchand+-ise, repr. L. -itia. l\tiE. syns. 
were tmerchandry, -dy. So merchant 
m~·~tf:mt trader. XIII. l\1E. marchand, -aunt 
- OF. (and mod.) marchand, tmarch(e)ant 
= Pr. marcadans, It. mercatante :- Rom. 
*merctitante, sb. use of prp. of *merciitiire, f. 
me1·cat-, merciiri, f. mere-, merx merchandise, 
whence also A:Im·curius (see MEHCL"RY). Also 
as adj. 'relating to trade', in law m., statute 
m. c. I400; 'serving for transport', as m. ship 
(xrv); 'occupied in commerce', as m. guild, 
guild m. (xv), rn. adventurer (xv); attrib. in 
m. tailor xvr (surviving in Company of 
Merchant Taylors, Merchant Taylors' 
School. 

Mercian m;i·~Ji:m pert. to, native of, the 
Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia xvr ; the 
dialect of Old English spoken there XIX. f. 
medL. Mercia, f. OE. J'.:lerce, "11ierce (pl.) 
lit. people of 'the march', 'borderers' ;, see 
MARCH 2

, -IAN. 

mercury m;i·~kjari (M-) Roman divinity 
identified with the Gr. Hermes (see HEHME-

MERGANSER 

NEUTIC, HERC\IETIC), god of eloquence, mes
senger of the gods, patron of traders, thieves, 
and roads, guide of departed souls XIV 
(hence, messenger, go-between, guide xvr); 
planet nearest the sun (Ch.); quicksilver 
(Ch.); (after L. lzerba mercurialis) plant
name xrv. - L. ."viercurius, orig. god of com
merce, f. 1nerc-, rnerx MERCHA::-.;DISE; the 
application to t!-.e planet appears in classL., 
and like other names of planets, 1v!ercurius 
became in medL. the name of a metal; the 
application to plants is confined to Eng. So 
mercuriAL m5~kjuCJ·ri~l XIV (Gower, 'of 
the planet m.'); volatile xvr. - (O)F. or L. 

mercy mg·~si forbearance and compassion 
shown to one who has no claim to kindness. 
XII. - (O)F. merci, now chiefly in sense 
'thanks' (see GRA~IERCY) and in phr. a la 
merci de in the absolute power of = Pr. 
merces, Sp. merced, It. mercede :- L. rnercii
dem, nom. merces pay, reward, wages, 
fee, recompense, rent, revenue, in ChrL. 
used for misericordia pity, and gratim 
thanks. Hence m.e·rciFUL1• XIII; rep!. 
earlier tmerciable- OF. me·rciLESs. XIV. 

mcre1 mi;)J -!'sea; lake. OE. mere, corr., 
with variaticns of gender, to OS. meri sea 
(Du. meer sea, pool), OHG. mari, meri (G. 
meer), 0::--J. 11•arr sea, Goth. mari- in mari
saiws, marei ;- CGerm. *mari :-IE. *mori
*mari-, whence OS!. more (Russ. more), 
Oir. muir (:- *mori), \V. mo;· (cf. Gaulish 
Aremorici 'dwellers near the sea', whence 
Armorica Brittany), L. mare (whence F. mer, 
Pr., Sp. mar, It. mare). 

mere2 mi::>J boundary. OE. (ge)mcere = 
l\1Du. me1·e, meer, ON. (landa)mwri land
mark :- Germ. *(ga)mairjam, poss. rei. to 
L. mi1rus, earlier moerus, moiros wall (cf. 
MURAL). 

mere• mi:;u done without another's help 
XV; tunmixeJ, pure; tabgolute, entire; that 
is only what it is said to be xvr. -(in legal 
use, e.g. m. motion) AX. meer, OF. mier 
( = Sp., It. mero) or its source L. merus not 
mixed, pure. Hence mereLY 2• xvr. 

merel me·ral counter used in the game of 
merels, which is played by two players on a 
board with pebbles, discs, or pins. XIV 
(Gower). -OF. mere! (mod. mt!reau) token 
coin, counter, also merelle, marelle board 
game with counters, f. Rom. *marra pebbles, 
shingle (cf. Ladin mar, mara, pebbles, heap 
of stone). 

meretricious meritri· fris characteristic of 
a harlot, showily attractive. XVII. f. L. 
meretririus, f. merctric-, -trix harlot, f. merere 
earn money, scn•e for hire; see -nux, 
-ICIOL'S. 

merganser m5'Jgre·nsaJ goosander. xvrn. 
-modL. merganser (Gesner 1555), f. mergus 
diver (water-fowl), f. L. mergere dive (see 
next)+anser goose. 
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MERGE 

merge m~Jd3 tplunge, immerse XVII; (leg.) 
extinguish or be extinguished by absorption 
XVIII. - L. mergere dip, plunge; f. IE. 
*mezg-, whence also Lith. masg6ti wash, 
Skr. nwJi- dive, sink; in legal use through 
AN. merger. Hence me·rgER5 extinguish
ment of a right, etc. l'"Vlll; (U.S.) combina
tion of one trading company with another 
XIX. - sb. use of the AN. vb. 

mericarp me·rikiilp (bot.) portion of a fruit 
that splits away as a perfect fruit. XIX. - F. 
mericarpe, irreg. f. Gr. meros part+ karp6s 
fruit; see MER0-1 , CARPEL. 

meridian miri·di;}n A. tmidday xrv; point 
of sun's or star's highest altitude xv (Lydg.); 
B. great circle of the earth or a celestial 
sphere XIV (Ch.); individual locality XVI; 
adj. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. nufridien or L. meri
dianus (in sb. uses L. meridilinum, sc. tempus 
time, i.e. noon, medL. maidilina noon, 
siesta), f. merfdies, nom. f. loc. merfdie, by 
dissim. from *mediei die at midday. In 
sense B ult. for L. circulus meridianus 
meridian circle, tr. Gr. KVKAos JL<UTJJLfJp<v6s 
(JL<aTJJLfJp{a f. JLEaos MID, ~JLEpa day). So 
meri·dionAL1• -F.- late L. (after septen
trionalis). xrv (Maund.). 

meringue m;}ra=•IJ(g) confection made from 
pounded sugar. XVIII. -F. meringue (I706 
in Phillips), of unkn. origin. 

merino m;}ri·nou variety of sheep prized 
for its fine wool XVIII; stuff made from the 
wool XIX. - Sp. merino, of disputed origin. 

merit me·rit fact or condition of deserving 
XIII (AncrR.); twhat is deserved XIII (Cursor 
lVI.); something that entitles one to recom
pense XIV (Wyclif). - (O)F. mhite- L. meri
tum price, value, service rendered, sb. use of 
pp. n. of merere, -eri earn, deserve, rei. to 
Gr. metres thai obtain as a share, mofra, share 
fate, meros part (cf. MERo-1). So me·rit vb. 
treward xv (Caxton); deserve XVI. -F. 
mtfriter, f. merite. merito·mous. XV. f. L. 
meritorius; earlier tmeritory (xrv). 

merle m~JI (poet.) blackbird. xv. - (O)F. 
merle = Pr., Sp. merla, It. merla, merlo :
L. merula, (late) merulu-s. IJ[ Distant con
nexion with synon. Germ. *ams- (repr. by 
OE. osle OUSEL, OHG. anrsala, G. amsel) and 
W. mwyalch is possible. 

mermaid m::J•Jmeid fabulous being having 
the head and trunk of a woman and the tail 
of a fish. XIV (Ch.). f. MERE1 +MAID. Also 
me·rMAIDEN. xrv (Ch.). Hence mer·MAN. 
XVII. 1J[ Superseded mer(e)min, OE. mere
menen, corr. to OHG. meremanni, meriminna, 
Du. meermin, ON. marmennill. 

mero-1 mi;)•rou, me·rou before a vowel 
mer-, comb. form of Gr. meros part (rei. to 
mofra cf. MERIT), in many techn. terms. XIX. 

mero- 2 mi;}·rou, mi;)m• comb. form of Gr. 
meros thigh, rei. to MEMBER. XIX. 

-merous m;}r;)s ending of bot. terms denot
ing (see MER0-1, -ous) 'having (a specified 
number of) parts', as pentamerous. 

MESMERISM 

Merovingian merovi·nd3i;m pert. to the 
line of Frankish kings founded by Clovis 
(c.A.D. soo) and to the kingdoms ruled by 
them. XVII. -F. mhovingien, f. medL. 
Merovingi pl., f. L. form (iV:leroveus) of the 
name of their reputed founder; see -ING3 , 

-IAN. 

merry me·ri tpleasing, agreeable OE. (so 
orig. in merry England, in which it was later 
apprehended as 'joyous') ; full of lively en
joyment XIV (hilarious from drink XVI), 
(arch., of a saying) amusing xv; (arch.) 
pleasantly amused XVII (Sh.). OE. myri(g)e 
:-Germ. *murgjaz (cf. MIRTH). Outside 
Eng. the only cognate carr. in sense is lVIDu. 
•merch, whence merchte mirth, merchtocht 
rejoicing, mergelifc joyful, mergen be merry; 
but the word may be identical with Germ. 
*murgjaz short, repr. by OHG. murgfari of 
short duration, Goth. gamaurgja11 shorten, 
f. IE. *mrghu-, whence Gr. brakhzis, Av, 
marazu- short; for the sense-development 
cf. ON. skemta amuse, f. skamt (SCANT), n. 
of skammr short. The standard form with 
e repr. a predominantly S.E. development; 
cf. left. Hence me·rriMENT. xvr. Merry 
Andrew buffoon, clown. XVII (Dryden); of 
unkn. origin. me·rry-MAKE XVI (Spenser), 
-ma:king XVIII; f. phr. make m. me·rry
THOUGHT furcula between neck and breast of 
a bird XVII (Dekker); like synon. wish-bone, 
it refers to the custom of two persons pull
ing the bone so that it breaks between them, 

mesalliance meiza:-lias, llmezaljas marriage 
with one of inferior social status. XVIII. F.; 
see MIS- 2, ALLIANCE. The anglicized form 
misalli·ance (used in a gen. sense) is some
what earlier. 

meseems misi'rnz (arch.) it seems to me, 
XIV. f. ME1 (dative)+ 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. 
of SEEM. 

mesembryanthemum mese:mbri::e·n]:>i-
m<}m (bot.) genus of plants of which several 
species open their flowers only about mid
day. xrx. modL. (Dillenius), for *mesembri-, 
f. Gr. rnesembrili noon (f. mesas MID, hemerli 
day)+dnthemon, f. dnthos flower (cf. ANTHO
LOGY). 

mesentery me·sint<}ri (anat.) fold of peri
tomeum. XVI. - medL. mesenterium- Gr. 
mesentirion, f. mesos MID+enteron intestine 
(cf. ENTERIC). 

mesh meJ open space or interstice of a net
work. XVI. Early forms also meish, meash, 
mash, the first two indicating a long vowel ; 
prob. - MDu. maesche (Du. maas), and 
masche, repr. Germ, •mresk- (whence OHG. 
mtisca) and *mask- (whence OE. max. *m;;esc 
net, m:Escre mesh, OHG. masca, G. masche; 
ON. mpskvi, the source of ME. mask). 

mesmerism me·zm::Jrizm (production of) 
a hypnotic state in a person by exercise of 
another's will-power. c.I8oo. f. name of 
Friedrich Anton Mesmer (I733-I8I5), Aus
trian physician+-rsM; so F. rnesmerisme 
(1823). Hence me·smerrzE. c.I8Jo. 
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MESNE 

mesne min (leg.) intermediate, mean. xv. 
- law F. mesne, var. of AN. meen MEAN 3 ; 

for the unetymological s cf. DEMESNE. So 
mesnalty mi·nalti condition or estate of 
a mesne lord. xvr. -law F. mesnalte, f. 
mesne, after comunalte COMMONALTY. 

meso- me·so(u), before a vowel mes-, 
comb. form of Gr. mesas middle, MID, used 
in scientific terms of modern formation 
(XIX), many of which have carrels. in PRO-, 
PROTO-, META-; those of mesozoic -zou·ik 
(geol.) secondary ( 188o) are CAINOZOIC ter
tiary (1838), PALlEOZOIC primary (1838). 

mesquite me·skit leguminous tree of the 
genus Prosopis; species of grass growing in 
their neighbourhood. XIX. - Mex. Sp. 

mess mes A. portion or serving of food, 
dish of food xm (Cursor M.); made dish 
XV; mixed food for an animal XVII!; medley, 
confused or shapeless mass XIX; B. company 
of persons eating together xv. -OF. mes (in 
sense A), mod. mets (infl. by metre place) :
late L. missu-s course of food, (earlier) course, 
round, or heat in sports, f. miss-, pp. stem 
of mittere send (out), put forth, cast, (in 
Rom. use) put, place; cf. admit, commit, emit, 
etc., MISSION. Hence mess vb. (dial.) serve 
up (food) XIV; take one's meals XVIII; make 
a mess (of) XIX. me·SSMATE (sense B) xvm. 
me·ssY1. XIX. 

message me·sid3 communication sent from 
one to another. XIII - (O)F. message = Pr. 
messatge, Sp. mensaje, etc. :- Rom. *missti'ti
cum (in medL. IX), f. miss-; see prec. and 
-AGE. So messengER 2 me·sind3;~.1 one who 
carries a message. XIII (AncrR.). ME. mes
sager (later messanger)- (O)F. messager, f. 
message. fJI For intrusive n cf. OSTRINGER, 
PASSENGER, SCAVENGER, WHARFINGER. 

Messiah mlsai·;~ Heb. title applied to a 
promised deliverer of the Jewish nation, and 
hence to Jesus of Nazareth. Earlier forms 
Messie XIV (- (O)F. ]\;Jessie), Messias XIII 
-late L. (Vulg.) Messias- Gr. Messias 
- Aramic m'shi/:za, Heb. mti'shi"h anointed 
(in LXX rendered by Khristos CHRIST), f. 
miishah anoint. Messias occurs in transla
tions of the Bible down to A.V. (here only 
in John i 41, iv 25); Messiah is an alt. form 
invented by the translators of the Geneva 
Bible of I s6o, to impart a more Hebraic 
aspect to the word; it was adopted in A. V. 
(only in Dan. ix 25, 26). So Messiamc 
mesire·nik. XIX. - modL. Messianicus; cf. 
F. messianique, G. messianisch. 

messieurs me·se.Iz, /lrnesjo. xvn. F., pl. of 
MONSIEUR. 

messuage me·swid3 orig. portion of land 
fo; a dwelling-house, (now) dwelling-house 
w1th appurtenances and land assigned there
to. XIV (Ch.). -AN. mes(s)uage house, 
household, AL. mes(s)Utigium, supposed to 
be misr~adings of mesnage, mesnagium 
MENAGE, but the case is doubtful, the sense 
development being obscure. 

METAPHYSIC 

mestizo misti·zou Sp. or Pg. half-caste; 
offspring of a Spaniard and an American 
Indian. xvr. Sp. ( = Pg. mestifo, Pr. mestis, 
F. metis) :-Rom. *mixtidus, f. L. mixtus, 
pp. of miscere MIX. 

meta mi·t;~ (Roman antiq.) conical column 
marking turning-point in a race in the 
Circus. xvr. L., 'conical object'. 

meta- me·t;~, mitre·, before a vowel usu. 
met-, before h meth-, repr. Gr. meta-, met-, 
meth-, comb. form of Gr. metd with, after 
(see MID) denoting chiefly sharing, joint 
action, pursuit, quest, (and esp.) change, 
carr. to L. TRANS-; used freely (and not 
always in accordance with Gr. analogy) in 
scientific terms since c.I8so, as in anat. and 
zoo!. 'behind', 'hinder', 'hindmost' (some
times correl. with PRO- and MESO-), and in 
chem. ( esp. as distingushing compounds 
from others in ORTHO- and PARA-). 

metabolism mitre·b;~lizm process of chemi
cal change in an organism. XIX. f. Gr. 
metabold change, f. metabdllein, f. metd 
META-+ba/lein throw; see BALLISTA, -ISM. 

metal me·tl any member of the class of sub
stances represented by gold, silver, copper, 
iron, lead, tin. XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. metal, tmetail or its source L. 
metallum mine, quarry, metal- synon. Gr. 
nuftallon; has become CEur. So metallic 
mitre·lik. XVI (Maplet). -F. or L.: earlier 
me·talliNE1 xv.- F. Hence me·talliZE. 
XVI. See METTLE. 

metamorphosis metam5· .rfasis, me:t;~m5.I
fou·sis. - L. (in pl. as the title of a work by 
Ovid dealing with changes of shape)- Gr. 
metamorphosis; see META-, -MORPH, -OSIS. 
So metamo·rphose -fouz. XVI. - F. meta
morphoser, f. metamorphose sb. - L.; also 
tmetamo·rphiZE (XVI Sh. to XVIII). 

metaphor me·t;~f;~.I figure of speech in
volving the transference of a name to some
thing analogous. XVI (Henry VIII). - (O)F. 
metaphore (Jean de Meung) or L. metaphora 
(Quintilian) - Gr. metaphord, f. metapherein 
TRANSFER; see META-, BEAR2 • So meta
phoriCAL -fa·rikal XVI (Latimer), -pho·rr
CALLY. XVI (Golding); cf.late L. metaphorice 
adv. (Isidore). 

metaphysic metafi·zik branch of philo
sophical inquiry which treats of the first 
principles of things. XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. 
metaphysique (Oresme)- medL. metaphysica 
fern. sg., for earlier n.pl. (repr. by meta
phy·siCS xvr)- medGr. (ta) metaphusika, 
for ta meta ta phusikd 'the things (works) 
after the Physics'; see META-, PHYSic(s). 
So metaphy·SIC adj. XVI (Tindale), -!CAL 
xv, -I'CIAN XVI (G. Harvey). fJI The title of 
Aristotle's work named Metaphysics derives 
from the fact that the books so designated 
followed in the received arrangement the 
treatises on natural science known as Tel 
rf>vatK&. 'the physics'; although Gr. metd 
does not normally imply 'beyond' or 'tran-

[572] 



METATARSUS 

scending' it came to be so interpreted in this 
word prob. on the model of such a corre
spondence as metaphor and transfer. 

metatarsus metata·Jsas (anat.) group of 
bones lying between the tarsus and the toes. 
XVII. - modL.; see META-, TARSUS. 

metathesis mit~·plsis (result of) transposi
tion of sounds or letters in a word. XVII. 
-late L.- Gr. metathesis, f. metatithenai 
transpose; see META-, THESIS. So meta
thetic -pe·tik. XIX. 

mete mit (arch.)measureout. OE.metan = 
OFris. meta, OS. metan, OHG. me::;::;an (Du. 
meten, G. messen), ON. meta, Goth. mitan 
:- CGerm. *metan ; the IE. base *med- is 
repr. also by L. meditari MEDITATE, Gr. 
medesthai care for, Oir. midiur I treasure, 
med measure, beside *mod-, of L. modus 
MODE, modius bushel, Skr. mastil measure, 
weight, and MEAT. 

metempsychosis mitempsikou·sis (for 
merly often str. on the third syll. after Gr.) 
transmigration of the soul. XVI. - late L. 
-Gr. metempsakhosis, f. metd META-+en IN 
+psukhif soul (see PSYCHIC). 

meteor mi·ti;u tatmospheric phenomenon 
xv; fireball, shooting star XVI (Sh.). - modL. 
meteorum- Gr. meteoron, sb. use of n. of 
meteoros raised up, lofty, f. metd META-+ 
*eor-, var. of base of ae{rein raise. Hence, 
or partly- medL. meteoricus, meteoric 
miti<J•rik televated, lofty XVII ; tpert. to the 
atmosphere XVIII; pert. to meteors XIX. Cf. 
F. meteore, meteorique. me·teoriTEmeteoric 
stone. XIX (Olmsted); earlier me·teorOLITE 
(-lithe, Southey). meteoro·LOGY study of 
atmospheric phenomena. XVII. - F. or 
modL.- Gr. meteorologia. me:teoroLo·m
CAL XVI (Dee); so F. meteorologique (xvi). 

meter1 mi'ta.I (local) measurer. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). f. METE+-ER1• 

meter~ mi·ta.I apparatus for measuring 
quantities. XIX. First in gas m. (I8rs); 
perh. a use ofMETER1 suggested by gasometer 
(I790). 

-meter mita.I terminal el. in names of in
struments for scientific measuring, the 
earliest of which (XVII) were adopted, partly 
through F., from modL. terms in -metrum 
(intended to repr. Gr. metron METRE1), e.g. 
barometer, hygrometer, thermometer, which 
are not, however, formed according to Gr. 
analogies. In XVIII and XIX hybrid forma
tions came in, such as alcoholometer, calori
meter, galvanometer, gasometer, lactometer, 
pedometer, taximeter, voltameter. Nonce
words of a joe. kind have been frequent, esp. 
in imitation of Sydney Smith's joolometer 
'fool-measurer'. The corr. nouns of action 
end in -metry mltri (cf. GEOMETRY). 

methane me·pein (chem.) light carburetted 
hydrogen, marsh gas, CH,. XIX. f. METHIYL 
+-ANE. 

METRE 

metheglin mlpe•glin spiced or medicated 
mead. XVI. - W. meddyglyn, f. meddyg 
medicinal (- L. medicus MEDICAL) + llyn 
liquor ( = Ir. linn, Gael. linne pool). 

methinks miph]ks (arch.) it seems to me, 
OE. me jJyncjJ, ME., early modEng. me 
thinketh, repl. by methinks (xvr); see ME and 
THI~K; p.t. methought mipi'd (xm), repl. 
OE. me puhte. 

method me·pad tsystematic treatment of 
a disease; special form of procedure; orderly 
arrangement. XVI. -F. methode or L, 
methodus- Gr. methodos pursuit of know
ledge, mode of investigation, f. metd (see 
Mm)+hodos way. methodiCAL mlpo·dikal 
(hist.) belonging to a school of physicians 
(between 'dogmatists' and 'empirics'); pert. 
to method XVI; (earlier tmethodic). -late L. 
methodicus- Gr. me·thodiST physician of 
the methodical school; one who follows a 
certain method XVI; member of the Holy 
Club established at Oxford in 1729; mem
ber of religious bodies originating in this 
(cf. WESLEYAN). - modL. methodista; hence 
me·thodiSM. 'lJ The words have become 
CEur. 

methyl me·pil (chem.) hypothetical radical 
of wood spirit. r84o. -F. methyle (r84o), 
G. methyl, back-formations from F. methy
lene (r835), G. methylen (whence me·thy
lENE I83s), f. Gr. methu wine MEAD 1 +hzile 
wood. Hence me·thylated pp. (see -ATE3). 

meticulous miti·kjulas ttimid XVI; over
careful about details XIX. f. L. meticulosus 
(Plautus), f. metus fear, after periculosus 
PERILOUS j see -OUS. 

metier mei-tjei one's trade, business, or 
line. XVIII. F. :-Rom. *nzisterium, for L, 
ministeriunz service, MINISTRY, assoc. with 
mysterium MYSTERY. 

metonymy met<J·nlmi (rhet.) substitution 
for the name of a thing the name of an 
attribute of it, etc. XVI. First in late L. form 
metonymia- Gr. metonumlti, f. metdMETA-+ 
6noma, JEolic 6numa NAME; see -Y 3 • 

metope me·toupi (archit.) square space 
between triglyphs of the Doric frieze. XVI 
(methopa). - L. metopa- Gr. met6pe, f. metd 
between META-+opa£ holes in a frieze to 
receive the beam ends. 

metre\ U.S. meter mi·ta.I form of poetic 
rhythm, metrical form, verse. XIV (Rolle, 
R. Mannyng, Ch.). - (O)F. metre, corr. to 
Sp., It. metro, G. meter- L. metrum (which 
was adopted in OE.)- Gr. mt!tron. f. IE. 
*me- MEASURE+instr. suffix. Also in comps. 
dimeter, hexameter, pentameter, etc. So 
metrrc1 me·trik science of metrical form, 
XVIII; cf. F. metrique, G. metrik, etc. 
me·triCAL pert. to metre XV; relating 
to measurement XVII. - L. metricus- Gr. 
me·triST. XVI. - medL. metrista. 
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metre2, U.S. meter unit of length of the 
metric system. XVIII. -F. metre- Gr. 
metron (see prec.). So me·tric 2• XIX. 

metro me·trou short for Metropolitan Rail
way. xx. 

metro- mc·trou, mitm·, comb. form of Gr. 
metron measure (see METRE), as in me·tro
nome instrument for marking time with an 
inverted pendulum. XIX. 

metropolis mltrn·p<llis (hist.) see of the 
bishop of a province; chief city. XVI. 
- late L. metropolis- Gr. metropolis (Hero
dotus), f. mher MOTHER + polis city (cf. 
POLITIC). Cf. (O)F. metropole, whence late 
ME. metropole (xiv). So metropolitAN 
metr<lp<>·lit;m. XVI. -late L. metropolitiinus, 
f. Gr. metropolttes citizen of a metropolis, 
metropolitan bishop. me:troPOLI·TICAL 
XVI. - medL. metropoliticus. 

mettle me·tl quality of temperament XVI 
(Swearing cometh of a hot mettal, Lyly); (of 
a horse) vigour, spirit (Sh.); (of persons) 
XVI. In earliest use (late XVI) mettal(l), -ell, 
vars. of METAL, which began to be estab
lished as mettle in early XVII to distinguish 
the fig. uses above defined, which are so far 
removed from the lit. senses that a graphic 
differentiation was appropriate. 

mew1 mju sea-gull. OE. miEw, corr. to OS. 
meu (MLG., MDu. mewe, Du. meeuw; G. 
m6we is from LG) :-Germ. *mai(::s)wiz, 
rei. to *maixwaz, whence OHG. meh, ON. 
mdr (pl. mdvar, mdfar). 

mew2 mju cage for hawks while moulting; 
coop, breeding-cage. xxv. - (O)F. mue 
(corr. to Sp., It. muda), f. nzuer moult, shed 
horns, in OF. also change :- L. miittire 
(see MUTATION), So mew vb. cast (feathers), 
esp. of a hawk. XIV . - (O)F. muer. A se
cond vb. mew put a hawk 'in mew', cage, 
(transf.) shut up, confine xv, is f. the sb. 
See also MEWS. 

mew3 mju utter the characteristic cry of the 
cat. XIV. Echoic, varying with tmewt (XIV
XVIII), tmute (Skelton); cf. MIAOW. 

mewl mjul whimper, whine, mew. XVII 
(Sh.). Echoic; cf. miaul, MIAOW. 

mews mjiiz royal stables at Charing Cross, 
London XIV; stabling built round an open 
space XVII. pl. of (arch. and dial.) mew cage, 
coop (xrv)- (O)F. mue, f. muer vb. (MEW 2). 

Mexican me·ksik:m pert. to Mexico. xvu. 
-Earlier Sp. mexicano (now mej-), f. Mexico, 
f. Mexitli, one of the names of the Aztec god 
of war; see -AN. 

mezereon mizi:ni<ln shrub Daphne Meze
reon. xv (-ion). - medL. -Arab. mtizaryiin 
(Avicenna). 

mezzanine me·z<lnin low storey between 
two higher ones. XVIII. - F. mezzanine- It. 
mezzanino, dim. of mezzano middle, MEAN3• 

MICTURITION 

mezzotint me·dzoutint thalf-tint; method 
of engraving a metal plate for printing. xvur. 
Earlier in It. form mezzoti·nto (xvii); f. 
mezzo half(:- L. mediu-s MID)+tinto TINT. 

mho mou (clectr.) unit of conductivity. XIX 
(vV. Thomson, later Lord Kelvin). Reversal 
of OH:VI. 

mi, me mi (mus.) third note of the scale. 
XVI. See UT. 

miaow miau· MEW 3 • XVII. Echoic; cf. F. 
miaou and miaul (xvn)- F. miauler. 

miasma maire·zm;~ noxious exhalation. 
XVII. - modL. - Gr. miasma defilement, 
pollution, rei. to miainein pollute (cf. AMI
ANTHUs). So mi·asm XVII; after F. miasme. 

mica mai·k<> tsmall plate of talc, etc.; 
mineral consisting essentially of silicate of 
aluminium occurring in glittering scales or 
in crystals. XVIII. - L. mica grain, crumb; 
the modL. use in min. was prob. orig. con
textual ('a particle' of ... ), and the develop
ment of the specialized meaning was perh. 
furthered by assoc. with L. miciire shine. 
Hence miCA'CEOT:S. XVIII (Pennant). 

Michaelmas mi·klm;~s feast of St. Michael 
the archangel, 29 September (a quarter-day). 
OE. sancte ]}Jicheles nuesse Saint Michael's 
mass (see MASS1), ME. Mi(Jh)elmasse (xur), 
Mykylmes (xv); 1Vlichael mai·kl repr. (ult.) 
Heb. Mikhael 'who is like God'. 

mickle mi·kl muckle IllA·kl (dial.) great, 
much. north. and eastern ME. mikel (xm, 
Ormulum, Bestiary, Cursor M.), later north. 
mekil (whence Sc. meikle)- ON. mikell = 
OE. micel MUCH. The var. ME. mukel (XIV), 
later north. muckle, arose from assoc. with 
muchel, Ml:CH. Also adv. XIII, sb. XIV. 

micro- mai·krou, before a vowel micr-, 
comb. form of Gr. mikr6s, var. of smikr6s 
small, poss. rei to SMALL; used in many 
scientific terms. microcosm mai·kro(u)
k<>zm man viewed as an epitome of the uni
verse. xv(Ludg.). -F. microcosmeormedL. 
micro(s)cosmus- Gr. mikros k6smos little 
world. microMETER maikrn·mit;~.I instru
ment for measuring very small distances. 
XVII. -F. micrometre. mi·croPHO~E instru
ment for intensifying sounds. xvu. micro
scoPE mai·kroskoup magnifying glass for 
details. xvrr (I6s6)- modL. microscopium. 

microbe mai·kroub extremely minute liv
ing being, esp. bacterium. XIX. - F. microbe 
(1878, Sedillot), f. Gr. mikr6s MICRo-+bios 
life (used for 'living creature'); see BIO-. 

micturition miktjuri·J;Jn desire to make 
water, (often simply) making water. XVIII. 
- L. micturitio(n-), f. pp. stem. of mictu1·ire, 
desiderative formation.on mict-, minct-, pp. 
stem of mingere make water, formed with 
nasal infix, like OLith. minzu I urinate, on 
the IE. base *meigh- repr. by synon. L. 
meiere. Cf. MIXEN. 
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mid mid (in partitive concord) the middle 
or midst of. OE. *midd, only in obi. forms 
midde, middes, midne, midre, middum (cf. 
AMID), corr. to OFris. midde, OS. middi, 
OHG. mitti, ON. mior, Goth. midjis :
CGenn. *mioja-, *meoja- :- CIE. *medhjo-, 
whence also L. medius (cf. MEDIAL), Gr. 
messos (:- *metlzjos), later mesas MESO-, 
Gaul. media- (as in Mediollinum, It. Milano 
Milan), Oir. mide middle (sb.), Mide Meath, 
prop. 'middle province', immedon in the 
middle or interior, OSI. me:Zda limit, mezdu 
between, Russ. mezd boundary, Skr. md
dhyas, Av. maioyo in the middle of, Arm. 
mej middle (sb.); mi•dday, mi•dnight, 
mi•dsummer, midwi•nter occur in OE. 
both as two words (with mid inflected) and 
as comps. ; in the Continental langs. the 
corr. terms are only comps., exc. ON. mi/Jr 
dpgr, mi,Jr vetr; midland mi·dland (xvi), 
contr. of ME. middelland (xm); mi·dmost 
(xvn) alt. (by assoc. with -MOST) of OE., ME. 
midmest, also OE., OFris. medemest; for 
formation and development cf. FOREMOST ; 
mi•dwAY adv. in the middle of the distance 
XIII. ME. midwei, for o midweie, OE. on 
midwege ; cf. MDu. middewech. 

midden mi·dn dunghill, manure heap. XIV. 
ME. mydding, of Scand. origin; identical 
with Da. modding, earlier mogdyng(e), f. mog 
MUCK+dynge heap (cf. DUNG), Norw. dial. 
mykjardunge, mitting. 

middle mi·dl so placed as to have the same 
quantity or number on each side. OE. 
middel, midl- adj. and (by ellipsis) sb. m. = 
OFris. middel adj., OS. middil-, in comps. 
(Du. middel adj. and sb.), OHG. mittil (G. 
mittel adj. and sb.) :- WGerm. *middila, f. 
*middi :-Germ. "'mii'Jja- MID+-il-LE2• In 
OE. and ME. chiefly in super!. midlest (now 
obs. or dial.); in G. the prevailing form is 
the compar., which is not recorded in Eng.; 
middlest was rep!. by mi·ddleMOST, north. 
ME. midelmast (xm). Middle Ages (1713), 
earlier t Middle Age (I 62 I), rendering modL. 
media ::etas (rsr8), medium revum (1604). 

middling mi·dlil) tintermediate xv (Haye); 
of medium size or quality XVI. First in Sc. 
use, from which it passed into southern use 
in the reign of James I. pro b. f.Mm+-LING1• 

Cf. OE. mydlinga moderately. 

middy mi·di (colloq.) midshipman. XIX 
(Marryat); see -Y6. 

midge mid3 small gnat-like insect. OE. 
mycg(e), corr. to OS. muggia (Du. mug), 
OHG. mucca (G. miicke), ON. my (Sw. 
mygg, mygga, Da. myg) :-Germ. •mugjaz, 
•mugjon, rei. to L. mysca fly (cf. MOSQUITo), 
Gr. muia, Lith. muse, OSL (Russ.) mukha. 
Hence midgET mi•d3it sand-fly (in Canada) 
c.185o; extremely small person c.186s. 

midrash mi·drreJ Jewish commentary on 
the Hebrew scriptures. xvn. - Heb., f. 
darash investigate, search. 

MU.CH 

midriff mi·drif diaphragm. OE. midhrij 
( = OFris. midref), f. "'midd MID+hrif belly 
= OFris. hrij, href, OHG. href, of obscure 
origin. 

midshipman midJi·pm;Jn naval rank be
tween cadet and lowest commissioned 
officer. xvn. Earlier tmidshipsman, f. tmid
ships (see AMIDSHIPS)+MAN. Hence mi·d· 
shipMITE1 XIX. 

midst midst middle point or position. XIV. 
ME. middest, alt. of tmiddes (xrv), which 
was evolved from advb. phr. in middes, on 
middes, which are alterations of in middan, 
on middan, where the prep. governs the dat. 
of midde sb. MIDDLE, or the weak-inflected 
adj. (][ For parasitic t cf. amongst, whilst. 

midwife mi·dwaif, (formerly) mi·d(w)if. 
XIV. prob. f. MID (prep. and adv.) with, 
together+WIFE in the sense 'woman' (so 
tmidwoman XIII), the notion being 'a wo
man who is with the mother at the birth' 
(cf. the etymol. meaning of obstetric). 
Hence midwifERY mi·d(w)ifri. xv. 

mien min person's bearing or look. XVI 
(G. Douglas). Earlier men, mene, meane, 
mine; prob. aphetic of tdemean sb. (xv; 
f. the vb.), later assim. to F. mine look, 
aspect. 

might1 mait quality of being able, power, 
strength. OE. miht, for mieht, non-WS. 
mreht = OFris. mecht, macht, OS., OHG. 
maht (Du., G. macht), Goth. mahts :-CGerm. 
*maxtiz (exc. ON. mdttr :- *maxtuz), 
f. *mag- be able ; see MAY\ -T1• Hence 
mi·ghtY1 OE. mihtig = OFris. mahtig, etc. 

might2 see MAY1 • 

mignonette minjane·t plant Reseda odo
rata. XVIII. - F. mignonnette, fern. of 
tmignonnet, dim. of mignon delicately small, 
of unkn. origin; see -ETTE. 

migraine mi·grein. XVIII (Walpole). -F. 
(see MEGRIM). 

migration maigrei· Jan moving in flight, 
etc. from one place to another. XVII. - F. 
migration or L. migrtitio(n-), f. migrtire, prob. 
based on "'mei- change (cf. MUTABLE); see 
-ATION. So or hence migrA·TE8• XVII. 

mikado mika·dou title of emperor ofJapan. 
xvm. Jap., f. mi august+kado door. (][ Cf. 
Sublime Porte 'august gate' as the name of 
the central office of Ottoman government. 

milch millJ giving milk, in milk. XIII. ME. 
mielch, melche, milche, repr. OE. "'mielCe (cf. 
]Jrilmilie month of May, in which cows can 
be milked thrice in the day), :- •melukjaz, 
f. *meluk-, meolc MILK. (][ The form in use 
in OE. is identical with the sb. = MDu. 
melk, OHG. melch, G. melk, ON. mjolkr. 
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mild maild tgracious, kind; gentle, not 
rough OE. ; ttame XIII; operating gently 
XIV; not rough, strong, or severe xv. OE. 
milde = OFris. milde, OS. mildi, OHG. 
milti (Du., G. mild), OX mildr, Goth. 
-mildeis, -milds (in jria]Ywalmildeis loving, 
unlmildeis unkind, mildipa kindness) :
CGerm. •miliJjaz, *miloiz, f. IE. *meldh
*mol dh-*m!dh-, whence Gr. malthakos (:
*m/dhvqos) soft, Skr. mdrdh, mrdh neglect, 
despise, Oir. meldach pleasing, OS!. mladu 
young, tender, L. mollis soft (:- *moldwis); 
extension of *mel- *mol- (cf. MILL1). 

mildew mHdjii thoney-dew OE.; morbid 
growth on plants, etc. XIV. OE. mildeaw, 
meledeaw = OS. milidou (Du. meeldauw), 
OHG. militou (G., with assim. to mehl 
MEAL\ mehltau), Sw. mJoldagg, Da. meldug; 
f. Germ. *melip (Goth. mili]J; cf. L. mel, 
Gr. meli) honey+ *dawwaz DEW. 

mile mail Roman measure of I,ooo paces 
(mille passus or passuum) estimated at 1,618 
yards; unit of measure derived from this, 
viz. 1,760 yards in English-speaking coun
tries. OE. mil fern. = MDu. mile (Du. 
mijl), OHG. mil(l)a (G. meile), ON. mila 
(prob. from OE.) :- WGerm. *milja- L. 
milia, millia, pl. of mile, mille thousand. 
t][ In Rom. langs. the L. sg. is repr. by F. 
mil(le), It. miglio, the pl. by Pr., Sp. milla, 
Pg. milha. 

milfoil mi·lfoil yarrow. XIII. -OF. miljoil 
(now millejeuille, after feuille leaf) :- L. 
mile-, millejolium, f. mile, mille rooo + 
folium leaf (see FOIL 2), after Gr. muriophullon 
(mtirios myriad, phtillon leaf); the ref. is to 
the finely-divided leaves. 

miliary mi·!i;Jri resembling millet seed. XVII. 
- L. miliiirius, f. milium MILLET; see -ARY. 

milieu mi·ljo environment. XIX. F., f. mi 
(:- L. mediu-s MID)+lieu place(:- L.locu-s). 

militant mi·lit;Jnt engaged in warfare xv 
(chirche m.); combative XVII. -F. militant 
or L. militant-, -iins, prp. of militiire serve as 
a soldier, f. milit-, miles soldier, perh. of 
Etruscan origin like satelles SATELLITE; see 
-ANT. So mi·IitariSM. XIX. - F. milita
risme, f. militaire. mi·litariST ·rsoldier XVII 
(Sh.); (now) one dominated by military 
ideas. mi·litARY pert. to soldiers or an 
army. XVI. f. F. militaire or L. militiiris; 
preceded by tmi·litAR. mi·litATE 3 tserve 
as a soldier; tconflict with, be evidence 
against XVII. militia mili·Ja tmilitary 
discipline or service; military force, esp. 
citizen army. XVI. - L., f. milit-; see -IA1

; 

cf. F. milice. 
milk milk fluid secreted by the mamm:e of 
female mammalia. OE. Anglian mile, WS. 
meol(o)c = OFris. melok, OS. miluk (Du. 
melk), OHG. miluh (G. milc-h), ON. mj6lk, 
Goth. miluks :- CGerm. *meluks fem., f. 
*melk- (repr. by the vbs. OE. melcan, OHG. 
melchan) :- IE. *melg- *m!g-, whence Olr. 
melg sb. and the vbs. L. mulgere, Gr. amel-

MILLET 

gein, OS!. m!esti, Olr. bligim. Hence vb. 
OE. milcian. comp. mi·lksop orig. soP 
dipped in milk, (hence) one who is fed on 
such food, tyoung infant, (transf.) effemi
nate fellow XIV (Ch.; as a nickname or 
surname xm). Hence mi·lkY1 ; IV!. Way tr. 
L. via [actea; cf. GALAXY. XIV. 

milF mil building fitted with apparatus for 
grinding corn OE.; the apparatus itself XVI; 
building in which an industry or manu
facture is carried on XVI. OE. mylen m. and 
fern. :- *mu·lino, -ina, for late L. molinum, 
-ina, f. and rep!. L. mola grindstone, 
mill, rei. to molere grind (see MEAL1

). For 
the loss of final n cf. the common dial. 
pronunc. kil of kiln. comp. mi·llsTONE late 
OE. ; cf. Du. molensteen, etc. Hence mill vb. 
XVI. t][ The late L. fern. was adopted in other 
Germ. langs. and in OS!. ; for the native 
Germ. word for hand-mill see QUERN. 

mill' mil I/Iooo of a dollar. XVIII. Short 
for n. of L. millesimus MILLESII\IAL. 

millboard mi·lb5;ud stout pasteboard made 
of coarse matter milled or rolled with high 
pressure. XVIII. alt. of milled board, i.e. 
board flattened by rolling or beating. 

millennium mile·ni;Jm period of 1000 
years, spec. that during which Christ will 
reign on earth (Rev. xx I-s). XVII. - modL., 
f. L. mille 10oo, after biennium (see BIEN
NIAL). So millenarian milinra·ri;Jn pert. 
to (sb. one who believes in) the millennium. 
XVII. f. L. millenarius, f. milleni, distributive 
of mille; see -ARIAN; whence also millenARY 
mi·lin;Jri. xvr. 

millepede mi-lipid arthropod with many 
legs. XVII. - L. millepeda woodlouse, f. 
mille IOoo+ped-, pes FOOT. 

miller mi-!;J.I one whose trade is grinding 
corn in a mill, proprietor or tenant of a corn
mill. XIV (PPI., Ch.). Late ME. mulnere, 
mylnere, millere prob, (with assim. to MILL1) 

- MLG., MDu. molner, mulner (Du. mole
naar, mulder), in OS. mulineri, corr. to OHG. 
mulinari (G. muller), ON. mylnari- late L. 
moliniirius (CRom., exc. Rum.), f. molina 
MILL; see -ER1 • t][ Superseded OE. myle(n)
weard (orig.) custodian of a lord's mill, 
(later) miller. Three types survive as sur
names, l'Vliller, 1vlilner, Mil(l)ward, with var. 
Millard, beside Jvlil(l)man. 

millesimal mile·sim;:>l thousandth (part). 
XVIII. f. L. millesimus, f. mille I ooo ; see 
-AL1• 

millet mi·lit graminaceous plant, Panicum 
miliaceum. XIV (Maund.). - (O)F. millet, 
dim. of (dial.) mil (whence Eng. tmill(e) XVI) 
= Pr. melh, Sp. mifo, It. miglio, Rum. meiU 
:- L. milium (whence OE. mil and late ME. 
tmile), rei. to Gr. meltne, Lith. mdlnos pl. 
(this parallel evidence indicates that the 
plant was known in primitive IE. times). 



MILLI-

milli-, comb. form of L. mUle thousand (see 
MILE), used esp. in denominations of the 
metric system to denote the thousandth part 
of a unit, e.g. milligramme, millimetre (XIX). 

milliary mi-li;}ri pert. to a mile or mile
stone. XVII. - L. mil(l)iarius, f. mille; see 
MILE, -ARY. 

milliner mi-lin;u tvendor of fancy ware 
such as was orig. made at Milan (e.g. Melane 
fustian, Myllen bonnettes); maker-up of 
articles of female apparel (now esp. hats). XVI 
(my/loner, mileyner, milliner). f. Milan, name 
of the chief city of Lombardy, Italy, famous 
for textile fabrics and steel-work + -ER1 • 

Hence mi·llinERY. XVII. 

million mi-lj;}n a thousand thousands XIV; 
the multitude xvn: - (O)F. million, prob. 
- It. tmillione, now milione (whence also Sp. 
milton, Pg. millziio ), f. mille thousand (see 
MILE)+augm. suffix -one. t] The F. word 
has passed into Germ. and Sl. langs. So 
millionaire milj;me;)•J. xrx.- F. million
naire (XVIII) ; the F. form and the anglicized 
millionary have also been used. 

milt milt A. spleen in mammals OE. ; B. 
(perh. from Du.) soft roe. xv. OE. milte 
and milt, corr. to OFris. milte, MDu. milte 
(Du. milt) spleen, milt of fish, OHG. milzi n. 
(G. milz fern.), ON. milti :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) "'miltjaz, *miltjon, perh. rei. to 
•meltan MELT. t] The earlier name for male 
fish roe was milk XIV (so Du. melk, G. milch, 
Sw. mjolke), the resemblance to which may 
have assisted the ·transference of meaning. 

mime maim jester, buffoon; farcical drama 
of the Greeks and Romans. XVII. - L. mimus 
-Gr. mlmos imitator, actor. Cf. F. mime, 
Sp., It. mimo. Hence vb. XVII. So mi·meo
GRAPH mi·miou- stencil device for multi
plying manuscript or printed matter. 1889. 
irreg. f. Gr. mimeomai I imitate. mimesis 
maimi·sis imitation. XVI. -Gr., f. mimel
sthai. mimetic maime·tik pert. to imita
tion or mimicry. xvn. -Gr. mimetikos, f. 
mimeisthai imitate, f. mfmos. mimiC mi·mik 
pert. to a mime or buffoon; imitative; sb. 
burlesque performer; imitator XVI. - L. 
mimicus- Gr. mimik6s, f. mlmos; cf. F. mi
mique, etc. Hence vb., mi·micRY. XVII. 

miminy-piminy mi:mini pi·mini over
refined. XIX. Phonetically symbolic; cf. 
conterop. NIMINY-PIMINY and dial. mim 
(XVII), imit. of pursing the lips. 

mimosa mi-, maimou·s:J, -ou·z:J sensitive 
plant, Mimosa pudica, and its allies. XVIII. 
- modL. mimosa (Colin, 1619), app. f. L. 
mimus MIME+-osa, fern. (sc. herba, planta) 
of -osus -osE\ and so named from its imita
tion of animal sensitiveness. 

mina1 mai•n:J unit of weight in the Near 
East; ancient Greek money. XVI. - L. mina 
-Gr. mna. 

mina2 mai·n;} Indian starling. XVIII. -
Hindi maina; vars. with my-, mai-, -ah, -ar. 

MINE 

minaret mi·n:Jret tall slender tower of a 
mosque. xvn. - F. minaret or Sp. minarete, 
It. minaretto- Turcized form of Arab. 
manarat, f. nar fire (cf. manar lighthouse), 

minatory mi·nat:Jri threatening. XVI. 
-late L. minatorius, f. minat-, pp. stem of 
minari MENACE ; see -ORY2• 

mince mins cut up small XIV; tminimize, 
disparage ; extenuate, moderate ; talk, walk, 
etc., affectedly XVI. -OF. mincier :-Rom. 
"'minutiare, f. L; minutia see MINUTIA; dial. 
vars. with -ch, -sh are- OF. dial. minchier. 
Hence sb. minced meat as a dish. XIX. 
t] Mi·ncemeat, mi·nce-pie· (both xvn) are 
for minced meat, minced pie. 

mind maind memory (surviving in phr. in 
m., to m., time out of m.); thought, purpose, 
intention; mental faculty. XII. Early ME. 
mind(e), with dial. vars. miind(e), mend(e), 
later meende; aphetic of imiind, etc. :- OE. 
gemynd, corr. to OHG. gimunt, Goth. 
gamunds memory:- Germ. "'gamunoiz, f. 
"'ga- Y-+ •mun-, weak grade of the series 
*men- *man- •mun- :- IE. *men- •mon
•mn- revolve in the mind, think. Other 
Germ. derivs. are: OFris. minne, OS. minnea, 
OHG. minna (G. minne) love; ON. minni, 
Goth. gamin]Ji memory (:- "'gamen]>jam); 
OE. manian remind, exhort, advise, gelmunan 
(present geman) remember, OS. far munan 
deny, despise, Goth. munan (present man) 
think, believe, muns thought, OE. myne 
(:- *muniz) memory, desire, love. Hence 
mind vb. REMIND; remember, give heed to 
XIV; (dial.) perceive, notice xv; contemplate 
XVI ; be careful about XVIII. t] The IE. base 
was very prolific; many derivs. are given in 
the articles AUTOMATON, COMMENT, DEMEN
TIA, MANIA, MATHESIS, MEMENTO, MEMORY, 
MENTAL, MENTION, MENTOR, MNEMONIC, 
MONITION, REMEMBER, REMINISCENT. 

mine1 main poss. adj., of or pert. to ME. 
OE. min = OFris., OS., OHG. min (Du. 
mijn, G. mein), ON. minn, Goth. meins :
CGerm. "'minaz, f. IE. locative *mej of me 
ME+ adj. suffix *-no- (cf. THINE, SWAIN). 
A case-form ofthis adj., OE. min, etc., Goth. 
meina (cf. OS!. mene, Lith. man~ for *men~, 
OPers. mana), was used as the genitive of I; 
in Eng. this did not survive the OE. period. 
In XIII the final n of the adj. was already 
dropped before a cons. in southern and 
midland Eng. ; but it was retained in the 
north, and survived till xv in Sc. See MY. 

mine• main dig in the earth for ore, coal, 
etc. XIII. - (O)F. miner = Pr., Sp. minar, 
It. minare, perh. orig. Gallo-Rom. deriv. of 
a Celtic word repr. by Ir., Gaelic mein ore, 
mine, W. mwyn ore, tmine. So (or hence) 
mine sb. excavation for mining XIV (R. 
Mannyng); tmineral, ore XIV (Maund.); so 
(O)F. mine = Pr. mina, mena (whence It., 
Sp. mina), medL. mina. mi·nER0 maker of 
underground mines XIII ; excavator for 
mineral XIV; after OF. mineor (mod. mineur) 
= Pr. minador. t] Has become CEur. esp. 
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MINERAL MINOTAUR 

through the use of subterranean methods in 
warfare (cf. UNDERMINE). 

mineral mi·n;;~r;;~l substance obtained by 
mining. XV (Lydg.). -OF. mineral or 
medL. minerdle, sb. use ofn. sg. ofminerdlis, 
f. minera ore- OF. miniere mine= Pr. 
meniera, It. miniera :- Rom. *'minaria (in 
AL. xrrr), f. *mina, *'mindre MINE 2 ; see -AL1 , 

So mi·neral adj. xvr. -F. or medL. 
mineraLOGY -re·l;;~d3i. science of minerals 
XVII (Boyle). - modL., of irreg. formation; 
so minera·LoGisT. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 

mingle mi·l)gl mix so as to unite or com
bine. xrv (mengel). f. ME. meng, ming mix 
-ON. menga = OE. mengan, OFris.mengja, 
(O)HG. mengen :- *ma1)gjan (cf. AMONG)+ 
-LE3, perh. suggested by (M)Du. mengelen. 
Hence mi·ngle-ma:ngle. xvr. 

miniature mi·nitJ;;~.r, mi·ni;.tjua.r reduced 
image, small representation xvr ; tillumina
tion in manuscripts XVII; portrait on a small 
scale XVIII; adj. XVIII. - It. miniatura 
- medL. minidtiira, f. minidre rubricate, 
illuminate, f. L. minium native cinnabar, red 
lead, ace. to Propertius of Sp. origin. In 
the development of the sense 'small portrait' 
there has prob. been assoc. with the L. stem 
min- (see MINOR); cf.jacies minutre (Juvenal 
XIV 291) of the heads on coins. So mi·nia
turiZE render minute xx; mi:niaturizA·
TION XX. 

minify mi·nifai diminish in estimated size, 
etc. XVII. irreg. f. L. minor less, minimus 
least (see MINOR, MINIM), after MAGNIFY. 

minikin mi·nikin (dial.) playful term for a 
female xvr; diminutive thing XVIII; adj. 
dainty, mincing, diminutive xvr. - Du. min
neken, f. minne love (cf. MIND)+-ken -KIN. 

minim mi·nim A. (mus.) note half the 
value of a semi breve xv; B. friar of the Ordo 
Minimorum Ercmitarum; C. thing of the 
least size or importance xvr ; single down 
stroke of the pen XVII. - medL. ellipt. or 
absol. uses of L. minimus, -a, -um least; see 
MINOR. So mi·nimrzE. XIX (Bentham). 
mi·nimum tatom; least amount attainable, 
etc. XVII; lowest or least value, etc. XVIII. 
- L., n. of minimus used sb. mi·nimAL1 

extremely minute XVII. 
minion mi·nj;m tlover,lady-love XVI (Dun
bar); favourite (G. Douglas); printing type 
(cf. F. mignonne) XVII. -F. mignon (xv), 
which rep!. OF. mignot, f. Gaul. *'mino (cf. 
Olr. min tender, soft) or Gaul. *mino 
(cf. Olr. min small)+dim. suffix -ottus. Cf. 
MIGNONETTE. 

minish mi·niJ (arch.) lessen, reduce. xrv. 
-(with assim. to -ISH 2) OF. menu(i)sier = 
Pr. menuzar, It. minuzzare :-Rom. *minu
tidre, f. minutUS MINUTE ; cf. MINCE, DIMINISH. 

minister mi·nista.r tservant, subordinate 
officer XIII ; one engaged in the celebration 
of worship or officially charged with spiritual 
functions XIV; officer of state XVII. - (O)F. 
ministre- L. minister servant, f. *minis-, var. 

of minus less, adv. of minor MINOR, in forma
tion parallel to the correl. magister MASTER. 
So mi·nister vb. (arch.) serve, supply, AD
MINISTER. XIV. - (O)F. ministrer- L. mini
strdre. ministeriAL -tia·ri;,l pert. to or 
characteristic of a minister or ministry. XVI. 
- F. ministbiel or late L. ministerialis, f. mini
sterium, but consciously referred to minister 
and minist1y. ministrA·TION. XIV (Rolle). 
- OF. or L. mi·nistRY rendering of service; 
function of a minister of religion XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); body of ministers XVI (in politics 
XVIII). - L. ministerium (cf. MISTER1). 

miniver mi·niva.r fur of uncertain identity 
used for lining and trimming (since c.1900 
applied to the ceremonial costume of peers). 
xm. ME. meniver, menuver (the forms with 
min-, myn- date from xv)- AN. menuver, 
(O)F. menu vair, i.e. menu little(:- L. minii
tus MINUTE), vair variegated fur ( :- L. varius 
VARIOUS). Pured m., m. pure repr. AN. 
meniver pure powdered miniver, but the pp. 
has been misinterpreted as 'pure white'. 

mink mil)k skin or fur of stoat-like animals 
of the genus Putorius xv; the animal itself 
xvn. Early forms menks, mynkes (xv-xvi); 
prob. from the area of the Baltic Sea as the 
waterway for trading in furs; cf. Sw. menk, 
miink mink, LG. mink otter. 

minnesinger mi·nisil)a.r German lyric poet 
of XII-XIV, whose chief theme was love. XIX. 
G., f. minne Jove (see MIND)+singer SINGER. 

minnow mi·nou small freshwater fish, 
Leuciscus phoxinus. xv. Early form menow, 
later minew (xvr), perh. orig. repr. OE. 
*mynwe (beside recorded OE. myne 'capita', 
'mena') = OHG. muniwa 'capedo' (i.e. L. 
capito), but infl. by ME. menuse, menise 
- OF. menuise :-Rom. *minutia n.pl. small 
objects (cf. MINUTIJE). 

minor mai·na.r less, smaller; applied first 
to Franciscan friars (friars minor, tminors) 
XIII; from XIV in various techn. uses, the 
earliest being in logic. ··OF. menour (:- L. 
min6rem) in jreres menours (medL. fratres 
minores); in other uses- L. minor, which 
functions as compar. of parvus small, and 
is rei. to minuere lessen, Gr. minuthein, 
and meion less. So mi-JDorEss1 nun of the 
second order of St. Francis. xrv. - OF. 
menouresse; a house of the order gave its 
name to The Minories in the City of London. 
minoriTY maino·riti. XVI. - F. or medL. 
t1f Formations on the same base are COM
MINUTE, DIMI::\IISH, DIMINUTION, MINIM, 
MINISTER, MINUS, MINUSGULE, MINUTE. 

min orca min5· .rka black variety of domestic 
fowl named after Minorca, one of the 
Balearic islands. 

Minotaur mi·not5a.r fabulous monster con
fined in the Cretan labyrinth. XIV (Ch., 
Gower). -OF. Minotaz~r (now -taure)- L. 
Minotaurus- Gr. Miniltauros, f. Minos 
Minos, king of Crete, whose wife Pasiphae 
was the mother of the Minotaur+ tauros 
buJI ( cf. STEER1). 



MINSTER 

minster mi·nsta.t tmonastery; church ori
ginating in a monastic establishment; large 
church. OE. mynster = OHG. munistri 
(G. munster), MDu. monster, ON. mustari 
- popL. *monisterium (whence (O)F. mou
tier, and adoptions in Celtic and Slav.) for 
ecclL. monasterium MONASTERY. 

minstrel mi·nstral professional entertainer 
(menestraus pl., AncrR.) professional reciter 
of poetry, esp. with the accompaniment of 
music (in mod. revived use as F. menestrel). 
XIII (RGlouc.). ME. menestral, ministral, -el, 
men-, minstral, -el- OF. menestral, -(e)rel, 
mini-, entertainer, handicraftsman, servant 
- Pr. menest(ai)ral officer, attendant, em
ployed person, musician - late L. mini
sterial-is official, officer, f. ministerium 
MYSTERY2

, METIER j see -AL 1• So mi ·nstrelsy 
art of a minstrel ; body of minstrels XIV ; 
minstrel poetry XIX (Scott). -OF. mene
stralsie. 

mint1 mint tcoin OE. ; place where money 
is coined xv. OE. mynet, corr. (with varia
tion of gender) to OFris. menote, munte, OS. 
munita (Du. munt), OHG. muni:;:;a, muni:; 
(G. miinze)- WGerm. *munita (ON, etc. 
mynt is from LG.)- L. moneta; see MONEY. 
Hence mint vb. coin XVI ; not continuous 
with OE. mynetian = OHG. muni:;on (G. 
munzen). mi·ntAGE. XVI. 

mint• mint aromatic labiate plant, Mentha 
(esp. Mentha viridis). OE. minte = OHG. 
minza (G. minze) :- WGerm. *minta- L. 
menta, mentha- Gr. minthe (also mlnthos), 
prob. of Mediterranean origin. t][ There 
was also an unexpl. var. WGerm. •muntfa, 
repr. by MDu. munte (Du. munt), OHG. 
munza (G. munze). ME. mente was prob. 
due to OF. mente (now menthe) or to MDu. 
mente. 

minuet minjue·t, (formerly) mi·njuet stately 
dance in triple time. XVII. -F., sb. use of 
adj. menuet small, fine, delicate, dim. of 
menu MINUTE2, but infl. in form and pronunc. 
by It. minuetto (itself- F.); see -ET. 

minus mai·nas less (a certain quantity); 
(math.) verbal rendering of the sign-. xv. 
L. 'less', n. of minor (see MINOR) used as adv. 
The prepositional use (e.g. jour minus three) 
appears to have arisen in the commercial 
arithmetic of the Middle Ages ; minus is first 
found in German (xv) as the name of the 
sign - ; It. meno is found earlier (XIV) as 
prep., and Leonardo of Pisa (xm) uses plus 
and minus to denote the excess and defi
ciency in certain results. 

minuscule millA·skjiil t(of a letter) small, 
not capital ; (palreogr.) )( capital or uncial. 
XVIII. - F. minuscule -"L. minuscula (sc. 
littera letter), fern. of minusculus rather less, 
dim. of *minwos, MINOR. 

minute1 mi·nit A. 6oth part of an hour or 
a degree XIV (PPl., Ch.) ; B. rough draft, 

MIRTH 

memorandum XVI. - (O)F. minute (whence 
also G. minute, Du. minuut) - late L. sb. 
use of L. minilta, fern. of miniltus MINUTE 2

• 

Sense A rests ult. on medL. pars minuta 
prima 'first minute part', the lo of a unit 
in the (Babylonian) system of sexagesimal 
fractions (cf. SECOND1 sb.); the system was 
employed by Ptolemy (A.D. n) to the degrees 
of the circle, to the 6o sections into which 
he divided the radius, and to the division of 
the day; the application to the division of 
the hour was later. Sense B depends (perh. 
through F.) on the medireval use of L. mimita 
(in AL. XIV), which may be for minuta scrip
tum draft in small writing as dist. from the 
engrossed copy. Hence minute mi·nit vb. 
XVII. 

minute1 mainju·t, minjii·t tchopped small 
xv; tlesser XVI ; very small; very precise 
XVII. - L. miniitus (whence F. menu; see 
MENU), pp. of minuere lessen, diminish (see 
MINOR). 

minutia, usu. pl. minutire mai-, minju·Jii 
very small matters. xvm. - late L. minutia, 
pl. -ire, f. miniitus MINUTE2 ; see -Y3• 

minx mil)kS tpet dog; pert young woman. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin; deriv. from a form 
resembling LG. minske has been suggested 
(cf. G. mensch wench, hussy; see MAN). 

miocene see EOCENE. 

miracle mi'rakl marvellous event to be 
ascribed to supernatural intervention xu 
(Peterb. Chron.); wonderful thing; medi
reval play based on the life of Christ or the 
saints XIV. - (O)F. miracle ( = Pr. miracle, 
Sp. milagro, It. miracolo)- L. mirticulum 
object of wonder, f. mirtiri, -tire wonder, 
look at (cf. ADMIRE), f. mirus wonderful, 
dubiously connected with SMILE. So mira
culous mirre·kjo.i::ls. XVI. - (O)F. or medL. 
(-osus). 

mirage mirii·3 optical illusion produced by 
atmospheric conditions involving reflection. 
XIX. - F. mirage, f. mirer refl.look at oneself 
in a mirror- L. mirtire; see prec., -AGE. 

mire maia.t tswamp, bog; mud. XIV. 
ME. miire, myre- ON. myrr :- *miuzjo :
*meusjti, f. Germ. *meus- *mus- MOSS. 

mirk see MURK. 

mirror mi•ra.t polished surface to reflect 
images. XIII. ME. mirour- OF. mirour 
(mod. miroir, from var. mireoir) = Pr. 
mirador mirror, Sp. mirador watch-tower, 
It. miratore mirror :- Rom. *miriitorium, f. 
*miriit-, *mirtire look at, (in pre-classical L.) 
wonder (L. mirtiri; see MIRACLE); from XVI 
the sp. was modelled on words in -GR2• 

mirth m;i.xp joy, happiness OE.; rejoicing, 
gaiety XIII ; gaiety of mind ; diversion, sport 
XIV. OE. myr(i)gp (cf. MDu. merchte) :
Germ. •murgipo, f. •murgfaz MERRY; see 
•TH\ 
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MIRZA 

Dlirza m.J·.:~za royal prince; title of honour. 
xvn. - Pers. m'irzii, for m'irziid, f. m'ir prince 
(-Arab. amir AMEER, EMIR)+ziid born. 

Dlis-1 mis OE. mis- (ME. misse-, mysse-, 
mys-, mes-) = OFris., OS. mis-, OHG. 
missa-, missi-, misse-, mes- (Du. mis-, G. 
miss-), ON. mis-, Goth. missa- (as in missa
de]Js misdeed):- CGerm. *missa- (whence 
"'missjan Mrssi vb.), meaning predominantly 
'amiss', 'wrong(ly)', 'improper(ly)', which is 
the only sense recognized in new formations, 
but in OE. there are also exx. of a negative 
and of a pejorative intensive use. Cf. next. 

Dlis-• mis in a few comps. adopted from 
French, repr. OF. mes- (mod. mes-, mes-, 
me-) = Pr. me(n)s-, menes-, Sp., Pg. menos-, 
Oit. menes-, minis-, It. mis- :-Rom. *minus-, 
a use of L. minus (see MINUS) in the senses 
'bad(ly)', 'wrong(ly)', 'amiss', 'ill-', and with 
negative force; at first mes-, later assim. to 
Mrs-1, with which it is broadly synon. 

Dlisadventure mis;~dve·ntf;~.:~ ill-luck xm; 
(leg.) homicide committed accidentally in 
the course of a lawful act XVI. ME. mis
aventure- OF. mesaventure, f. mesavenir 
turn out badly (f. mes- Mrs- 2 +avenir :- L. 
advenire; cf. ADVENT), after aventure AD
VENTURE. 

Dlisalliance mis;~lai·;~ns see MEsALLIANCE. 

Dlisanthrope mi·s:~nproup hater of man
kind. XVII (earlier in L. or Gr. form xvr). 
- F. misanthrope (Rabelais), modL. misan
thropus, Gr. misdnthropos, f. mis(o)-, comb. 
form of base of misefn hate, mfsos hatred+ 
dnthropos man. So Dlisanthropv3 misre·n
]Jr:~pi. XVII. -F. or modL.- Gr. 

DliscALL misk5·1 misname xrv; (dial.) revile 
XV. MIS-1 • 

Dliscarry miskre·ri tgo astray; tcome to 
harm xrv ; be prematurely delivered xvr ; go 
wrong, fail XVII (Sh.). -OF. mescarier; see 
MIS- 2, CARRY. Hence DliSCA"RRIAGE trois
conduct; mismanagement; untimely deli
very; failure to arrive. XVII. 

Dliscegenation mi:sld3lnei·J:~n mixture of 
races. orig. U.S. (said to have been copy
righted in r863 by D. G. Croly, of New 
York), irreg. f. L. miscere MIX+ GENUS race+ 
-ATION. 

Dliscellaneous mis:~lei·ni:~s of mixed cha
racter. XVII. f. L. miscelliineus, f. miscellus 
mixed, f. miscere MIX; see -ANEOUS. A some
what earlier adoption was tmiscellane. So 
miscellany mi·s:~l:~ni, mise·l:~ni mixture, 
medley; collection of miscellaneous literary 
items. xvr. -(with assim. to -Y3) F. miscel
lanees fern. pl., or L. miscellanea n. pl. (which 
has been in Eng. use since xvr). 

mischance mistfa·ns ill-luck, calamity. 
XIII. -OF. mesch(e)ance ( = Pr. mescazensa), 
f. mescheoir; see MIS- 2, CHANCE, 

Dlischief mi·stfif tmisfortune, distress XIII 
(Cursor M.); harm, injury XIV; cause of 
harm xvr ; conduct causing petty trouble, 

MISFORTUNE 

playful maliciousness xvm. - OF. meschiej, 
meschef (mod. mechej), f. meschever (= Pr. 
mescabar) meet with misfortune (whence 
mischie·ve. xrv), f. mes- Mrs- 2+chever 
'come to a head', happen:- Rom. *capiire, 
f. *capum, L. caput ht:ad. So Dlischievous 
mi-stfiv;~s tunfortunate xrv; harmful xv; 
disposed to acts of p.layful malice XVII. -
AN. meschevous, f. OF. mesche·ver. Cf. CHIEF, 
ACHIEVE. 

miscreant mi·skri:~nt theretical, infidel 
XIV; villainous XVI; also sb. with like dates. 
-OF. mescreant (mod. mecreant) misbeliev
ing, unbelieving, prp. of mescroire (mod. 
mecroire) disbelieve, f. mes- Mls- 2 -+-croire :
L. credere; see CREDIT,. -ANT. 

Dlisdeed misdi·d evil deed, crime. OE. 
misd:'Ed = OHG. missitiit, Goth. missade]>s; 
see MIS-I, DEED. 

misdemeanour misdi'mi·n:~.:~ (arch.) mis
conduct; (leg.) offence less heinous than a 
felony. xv. MIS-1 • Hence misdemea·DANT 
one convicted of a tnisdemeanour. x8x9; 
repl. tmisdemeanour, which was in prison 
use earlier. 

misdoubt misdau·t (dial., arch.) have 
doubts about, be suspicious of. xvr. MIS-1• 

mise miz, maiz tpl. expenses xv ; payment 
made to secure a liberty XV; (leg.) issue in 
a writ of right XVI. -OF. mise action of set
ting, expenses, wager, arbitration (whence 
medL. misa, misia), f. mis, pp. of mettre 
place, set :- L. mittere (see MISSION). 

Dliser mai·z:~.l A. twretch; B. avaricious 
person. xvr. - L. miser wretched, unfortu
nate. So miserABLE mi·z:~r;~bl A. wretched 
XVI (Dunbar); B. tmiserly XV (Caxton). 
- (O)F. miserable- L. miseriibilis pitiable, f. 
nziseri{ri be pitiful, f. miser. t][ It., Sp., Pg. 
misero has both senses. Hence mi·serLY1• 

xvr. miserere miza:ri:~·ri fifty-first (fif
tieth) psalm, beginning Miserere mei Deus 
'Have mercy upon me, 0 God' XIII; prayer 
for mercy; t'iliac passion' (strangulated 
hernia) XVII; misericord (seat) XVIII. imper. 
sg. of L. misereri have pity, f. miser; the 
last sense is a misuse. Inisericord mize·ri
k5ld tpity, mercy XIY; dagger for giving 
the coup de grace xv; choir seat giving sup
port to one standing XVJ. - (O)F. misericorde 
- L. misericordia, f. misericors pitiful, f. 
miseri-, stem of miserhi+cord-, cor HEART. 
miserY3 mi·z;~ri wretchedness of external 
conditions xrv (Ch.); extreme unhappiness 
xvr (Coverdale) ; tmis·erliness xvr. - AN. 
*miserie, for (O)F. misere, or - L. miseria, f. 
miser. 

misfeasance misfi·z:~ns (leg.) transgression, 
trespass. xvr (Bacon). -OF. mesjaisance, 
f .. prp. of mesjaire (mod. mt!faire), f. mes
MIS-2+/aire :- L. facer,g no1 ; see -ANCE. 

DliSFO•RTUNE bad fortune, ill luck. XV. 
MIS-I j as tvb. XV. 
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MISGIVE 

misgive misgi·v A. (of the heart, mind) 
suggest doubt or foreboding; B. (dial.) fail, 
miscarry. XVI. f. Mis-'+mVE (in A with the 
ME. sense of 'suggest', in B with meaning 
as in give out, give over). 

mishap mishre·p till luck; unlucky acci
dent. xrv (R. Mannyng, Ch.). f. Mis-1 + 
HAP, prob. after OF. mescheance MISCHANCE. 

mish-mash mi·Jmref medley, hodge-podge. 
xv (mysse masche). redupl. of MASH, with 
variation of vowel. 

mishna(h) mi·Jna collection of halakhoth 
(legal decisions) forming the basis of the 
Talmud. XVII. -post-biblical He b. mishnah 
repetition, instruction, f. shiinah repeat, 
teach or learn (oral tradition). 

miskal mi·sbl Arabian money of account. 
xvr. ult.- Arab. misqiil, local var. of mij;qiil, 
f. J;aqala weigh. The earliest forms mitigal, 
mitical came through Sp. and Pg. 

mislike mislai·k (chiefly literary or dial.) 
not to like OE. ; see DISLIKE. Hence mis
li·ke sb. tdispleasure xm; (rare) want of 
affection, dislike. xvr. 

misnomer misnou·m".l (leg.) mistake in 
naming xv; use of a wrong name XVII. 
-AN., sb. use of OF. mesnom(m)er, f. mes
Mrs-2+nommer :- L. nominiire; see NOMI
NATE, -ER5

• 

111isogynist mai-, mis;>·d3inist woman
hater. XVII. f. Gr. misogunes, f. miso-, comb. 
form of misein hate, misos hatred+gum! 
woman (see QUEAN); see -IST. 

mispriSion mispri·3"n (leg.) wrongful 
action or omission xv (m. of treason or felony 
XVI ; often taken to mean 'failure to de
nounce'); (arch.) misunderstanding, mis
take XVI (Sh.). -AN. mesprisioun = OF. 
mesprison error, wrong action or speech, f. 
mesprendre (mod. meprendre), f. mes- Mrs- 2 + 
prendre take (see PRISON). 

misprize misprai·z (arch.) despise. xv 
(Caxton). -OF. mesprisier (mod. mepriser), 
f. mes- Mis- 2+priser PRIZE2 • Hence mis
pri·sion mispri·3an contempt. XVI. 

misrule misriH tdisorderly conduct; bad 
government. XIV (Lord, Abbot of M. xv). f. 
MIS-1 +RULE. 

miss1 mis A. fail to hit or reach OE. ; fail to 
attain XIII ; B. discover the absence of xu 
(Orm.); C. omit XVI. OE. missan = OFris. 
missa, (M)LG., (M)Du. missen, (O)HG. 
missen, ON. missa :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*missjan, f. *misso- (cf. MIS-', AMISS), 
ppl. formation with *-to- on an IE. base 
*mith-, repr. by Skr. mithds, 081. mite 
alternating, cogn. with Skr. mhhati alter
nates, L. miitiire (see MUTATION), Goth. 
maidjan falsify. So miss sb. OE. miss loss, 
corr. to MLG., MHG. misse (Du. mis), ON. 
missa, -ir. 

miss• mis (dial.) kept mistress; title pre
fixed to the name of an unmarried woman. 
XVII. Clipped form of MISTRESS; cf. mass, 
mess, mus (from XVI), shortening of master, 

MISTER 

now dial. (misses and masses occurs XVIII); 
cf. MISSIS. Hence mi·ssY6

• XVII. 
missal mi·sal mass-book. XIV (messel). 

- medL. missiile (whence OF. messel, mod. 
missel, the source of some early Eng. in
stances), use of n. sing. of missalis pert. to 
the Mas~, f. missa MAss'; see -AL1 • 

missel-thrush mi·salj:>rAJ thrush (Turdus 
viscivorus) that feeds on mistletoe berries. 
xvm (Goldsmith). Earlier missel-bird (xvii, 
Bacon); f. tmissel mistletoe, OE. mistel = 
OHG. mistil (G. mistel), Du. mistel, ON. 
mistil-, of unkn. origin. 

missile mi·sail adapted for throwing; sb. 
missile weapon. XVII. - L. missilis (n. sg. 
missile as sb.), f. miss-; see next and -ILE. 

mission mi· Jan tsending, esp. abroad XVI; 
sending forth on a service (spec. Mission of 
the Holy Ghost) or with authority; body of 
persons sent ; commission, errand XVII ; 
establishment of missionaries XVII! ; personal 
duty or vocation XIX; operational sortie xx. 
- F. mission or L. missio(n-), f. miss-, pp. 
stem of mittere let go, send; see -ION. So 
mi·ssioDARY. XVII. - modL. missioniirius, 
whence also F. missionnaire (XVII). t]J For 
other reprs. of the base see admit, commit, 
emit, intermit, omit, permit, submit, transmit, 
with corr. nouns of action, etc. ; compromise, 
demise,promise; missile, missive; MASS\ MESiil1. 

111issis, missus mi·siz, -is (illiterate) them., 
one's wife; servant's mistress. XIX. Slurred 
pronunc. of MiiilTRESS; mi·siz is now the oral 
equiv. of MRS. 

111issive mi·siv letter m., (orig. tech.) letter 
sent by a superior authority xv ; tmissile 
XVI; sb.letter (esp. and orig. official), in early 
use mainly Sc. XVI. - medL. missivus (in 
litterre missivre), f. miss- (see MISSION) +-ivus 
-IVE. Cf. F. missive (xvi) in lettre missive; 
Sp. letra and carta misiva, etc. 
m~st mist vapour of water ; dimness, ob
scurity. OE. mist = (M)LG., (M)Du. mist, 
Ice!. mistur, Norw. dial., Sw. mist:- Germ. 
*'mixstaz, f. *mig- (cf. Du. miggelen, WFris. 
miggelje drizzle) :-IE. "'migh- "'meigh-, as 
in Gr. o\mikhli!, OS!. mlgla, Arm. meg, 
Av. maeya, Skr. mih, meghas cloud, mist. 
Hence 111i·stY1• OE. 

mistake mistei·k terr, transgress XIII (Cur
sor M.); ttake wrongly XIV; misunderstand 
xv; make a mistake XVI. In earliest use 
north.- ON. mistaka take in error, ref!. 
miscarry (Sw. misstaga be mistaken), f. mis
Mrs-1+ taka TAKE. Cf. OF. mesprendre (mod. 
se nzeprendre), which has prob. infl. the 
meaning. Hence mista·ke sb. XVII. mis
ta·ken twrongly supposed XVI; of wrong 
opinion XVII. 

mister1 mi·sta.I {obs. exc. arch. and dial.) 
handicraft, employment; (this, what) kind 
of; office, duty; need, necessity. XIII. -AN. 
mester, OF. mestier (mod. METIER) = Pr. 
meistier, Sp. mestiere (It. mestiere, from F. or 
Pr.) :-Rom. "'misterium, for L. ministerium, 
see MYSTERY 0• 



MISTER 

mister2 mi·ster title of courtesy for a man, 
MR. XVI. Weakened form of MASTER origi
nating from reduced stress in proclitic use; 
cf. MISTRESS. 

mistletoe mi·zltou, mi·sl- parasitic plant 
Viscum album. OE. misteltiin (=ON. 
mistilteinn), f. mistel mistletoe+ tiin twig 
( = Du. teen withe, OHG. zein rod, 0~. 
teinn twig, spit, Goth. tains twig). The 
normal development of the OE. word (with 
obscuration of the final syll.) is repr. by 
forms such as tmiss-, tmiscelden; the current 
form descends from a var. with strong 
secondary stress on the final and the same 
development as in tiin, late WS. tii, TOE. 

mistral mi·striil cold north-west wind of 
the Mediterranean. xvn. - F. mistral - Pr. 
mistral :- L. magistriilis MAGISTRAL, sc. 
ventus wind lit. 'master wind'; cf. Sp. 
maestral and viento maestro. 

mistress mi·stris female correlative of 
'master' xrv (Ch., Barbour, Wyclif); femi
nine title of courtesy; female paramour xv. 
Late ME. maistresse- OF. maistresse (mod. 
maftresse), f. maistre MASTER1 + -esse -Ess1• 

Forms in mis- (due to light stress) are re
corded from xv; cf. MISTER 2• See also MISS 2 , 

MISS IS. 
mi=sundersta·nd XII ('Vices and Virtues'); 

see Mis-1 ; so mi:sundersta·ndiNG1 mistake 
of meaning xv (Pecock) ; dissension XVII 
(Charles I); cf. G. missverstehen. 

mite1 mait minute insect; now spec. an 
acarid, and chiefly the cheese-mite. OE. 
mite = MLG., MDu. mite (Du. mijt), OHG. 
mi::ra gnat :-Germ. *miti5n (whence F. 
mite), perh. to be referred to *mait- (OHG. 
mei::ran, ON. meita, Goth. maitan) cut. 

mite• mait Flemish coin of very small 
value; (hence) any small monetary unit; jot, 
whit XIV; very small object xvr. Recorded 
first in proverbial phr. 'not worth a mite', 
and consequently prob. in use long before 
our records- MLG., MDu. mite (Du. mijt) 
:- Germ. *miti5n, pro b. identical with prec. 

mithridatism mi·]Jrideitizm immunity 
against the effects of poisons, produced by 
the administration of gradually increasing 
doses of the poison itself. XIX. f. Mithri
dates, king of Pontus (d. 63 B.c.), who was 
said to have made himself immune against 
poisons by constant use of antidotes. So 
mi·thridatiZE. XIX (Lowell). 

mitigate mi·tigeit appease; alleviate, lessen 
the violence or burden of. xv. f. pp. stem of 
L. mitigiire, f. mitis mild, gentle (cf. W. 
mzvydion soft parts, Ir. moith tender); see 
-ATE3 • So mitigA·TION. XIV (PPI.)- (O)F. 
or L. 

mitosis maitou-sis division of the nucleus 
of a cell into minute threads. XIX. - modL., 
f. Gr. mitos thread; see -osrs. 

mitrailleuse mitraj8·z machine-gun. xrx 
(1870 in ref. to the Franco-Prussian war). 

MIZ(Z)EN 

F., fern. of mitrailleur, agent-noun f. mitrail
ler, f. mitraille small shot or projectile, in 
OF. small money, pieces of metal, alt. of 
mitaille, coli. dim. of mite MITE 2• 

mitral mai·tr;}l pert. to a mitre XVII; of the 
left auriculo-ventricular valve of the heart, 
so called from its shape XVIII. - modL. 
mitriilis, L. mitra MITRE; see -AL1• So F. 

mitre mai-ta.t ceremonial episcopal head
dress in the Western Church xrv (Wyclif, 
Ch.); joint between boards meeting at right 
angles resembling the outline of a mitre XVII. 
- (O)F. mitre- L. mitra- Gr. mitrii girdle, 
belt, headband, turban, perh. of Asiatic 
origin. «1! The application to episcopal head
dress was suggested by its use in Vulg. and 
LXX for the Jewish high-priest's turban 
(Lev. xvi 4, Zech. iii s). 

mitten mi·tn glove-like covering for the 
hand with a separate division for the thumb 
only. XIV (Ch.). ME. rnytayne- (O)F. 
mitaine = Pr. mitana (cf. medL. mitan(n)a) 
:-Rom. *medietiina (sc. muffula 'skin-lined 
glove cut off at the middle', f. L. medietiis 
half, MOIETY. Shortened to mitt. XVIII. 

mittimus mi·timas (leg.) warrant to the 
keeper of a prison to hold the person sent. 
xv. L., 'we send', the first word of the writ; 
Ist pers. pl. pres. ind. ofmittere (see MISSION). 

mix miks put together in union or combina
tion (xv) XVI; intr. be mixed, associate with 
XVII. As infin. not earlier than the second 
quarter of XVI ; back-formation from pp. 
mixed, var. of tmixt (xv in legal use)- (O)F. 
mixte (spec. in AN. law-phr. accioun mixte 
action partly real partly personal) - L. mix
tus, pp. of misci!re mingle, mix, rei. to Gr. 
misgein ("'migsk-), migminai, (aorist pass.) 
emigi!n, Ir. meascaim mix, Lith. ml{ras, Skr. 
miirds mixed. «1! Not repr. OE. miscian 
apportion, which did not survive; with 
OHG. misgen, miskan (MHG., MLG., G. 
mischen) this prob. belonged to a WGerm. 
adoption of L. misci!re. 

mixen mi·ksan (dial., arch.) dunghill. OE. 
mixen :- *mixsinnja, f. *mixsa-, parallel to 
*mixstuz, whence OS., OHG, G.mist, Goth. 
maihstus dung, f. *mig make water (OE. 
micge, migga urine, OE. migan, LG. migen, 
ON. miga urinate); for other reprs. of IE. 
*meigh- see MICTURITION and cf. OE. meox, 
miox dung, OS. mehs dunghill. 

mixture mi·kstfa.t action, fact, or product 
of mixing. xv. First in techn. use- F. mix
ture (XVI in medicine) or its source L. 
mixtiira, f. mixt-, pp. stem of misci!re; see 
MIX and -TUHE. 

miz(z)en mi·zn (naut.) fore-and-aft sail set 
on the mizen mast (the aftermost mast of 
a three-masted ship). XV (mesan, -eyn, -on). 
-F. misaine (now, foresail, foremast)- It. 
mezzana, sb. use of fern. of mezzano middle; 
forms with mi-, my- appear in XVI. 

[582] 



MIZZLE 

mizzle1 mi·zl drizzle. xv. orig. north. and 
eastern; prob.- LG. miseln = Du. dial. 
miezelen, WFlem. mizzelen, mijzelen, fre
quent. formation (see -LE3) on the LG. base 
found in Du. dial. mieslregen drizzle, miezig, 
LG. misig drizzling. 

mizzle2 mi·zl (sl.) decamp, be off. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin. 

mnemonic nim;J"nik intended to aid the 
memory; sb. pl. (after medL. n. pl. XVII) 
system of rules for this. XVIII. - medL. 
mnemonicus- Gr. mnemonik6s, f. mnemon-, 
mnemon mindful, f. *mnii- remember (see 
MIND). So mnemo·niCAL. XVII. 

mo mou (dial.; Sc. and north. mae) more. 
OE. mii = OFris. ma(r), me(r), OS., OHG. 
mer (l\1Du. mee, G. mehr), ON. meir, Goth. 
mais :- CGerm. *maiz :- IE. *meis, with 
compar. ending -is (cf. L. magis and see 
BETTER) j cf. :\IORE, MOST. In OE. used as 
adv., sb., and adj. ('greater'); the use of ma 
with partitive g. pl., e.g. mii manna 'more of 
men', gave way to simple pl. concord, and 
the commoner use in later Eng. of adj. and 
sb. is with pl. reference. 

moa mou·a extinct flightless bird of N.Z. 
XIX. Maori. 

moan moun complaint xm; (with imit. 
suggestion) long low inarticulate murmur 
expressing pain xvn (Milton). ME. mone, 
repr. unrecorded OE. *miin :-Germ. *main-, 
whence *mainjan, OE. m:'enan, ME. mfne, 
which was rep!. by moan vb. complain (of), 
lament (for) XVI, from the sb. 

moat mout ditch surrounding a town, 
castle, etc. XIV (PPI.); (dial.) pond, lake xv. 
ME. mot(e), identical with tmote mound, 
embankment, with transference of sense as 
in ditch, dike, dam; - OF. mote, motte clod, 
hillock, mound, castle hill, castle (mod. 
motte clod, mound), whence MDu. mote, 
medL. mot(t)a mound, castle-hill, castle; 
the survival of apparent cognates in upper 
Italy, central France, and north Spain sug
gests a Gaulish origin. 

mob1 m;1b tstrumpet; tneglige attire XVII; 
in full mob-cap women's indoor headgear 
XVIII. var. of mab slattern, loose woman 
(XVI), short for the female name Mabel. 

mob2 m;Jb disorderly or promiscuous 
crowd; the common mass of people xvu; 
gang of thieves XIX. Shortening of earlier 
synon. tmobile (XVII), itself for L. mobile 
vulgus the excitable or fickle crowd (Statius, 
'Silvre' II ii IZ3, Claudian 'Panegyricus de 
quarto consulatu Honorii' 302); see MOBILE, 
VULGAR. Hence vb. throng, gather in a mob. 
XVIII. tmobi-IITY mob. XVII (Dryden) j 
after nobility. mobo·CRACY rule of the mob. 
xvm. tJf Noted by Swift among the vulgar
isms for which he censures Burnet's 'His
tory'; one of a group of shortened forms (as 
cit, rep, pos, incog.) in Addison's 'Spectator' 
No. I35 (I7I r). 

MODERATE 

mobile mou·bail,-·bil movablexv(Caxton); 
easily moved XIX. - (O)F. mobile- L. mobi
lis, f. *mii-, movere MOVE; see -ILE. So 
mobi-liTY. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. - L. mo
bilizE mou·bilaiz render movable; pre
pare for active service. XIX. - F. mobiliser, f. 
mobile. mo:bilizA·TION. XIX. -F. mobilisa
tion: earlier in the F. sense of 'conversion 
into personal property'. 

mocassin m;J·bsin, mok::e·sin leather foot
gear worn by N.-Amer. Indians. XVII (Capt. 
Smith). - Powhatan mo·ckasin, Ojibwa 
ma·kasin; other dialects have the stress on 
the second syll., e.g. Narragansett moku·ssin, 
lVIicmac mku-ssun. 

mocha, Mocha1, mou·ka variety of chal
cedony. XVII (mocus, moc(h)o). poss. the 
same word as next. tJf G. mokkastein, F. 
pierre de Mocha, Sp. piedra de moca are 
prob. from Eng. 

Mocha' mou·ka applied to fine coffee, orig. 
that produced in Yemen, in which Mocha 
(the port of shipment) is situated. XVIII. 
f. name of an Arabian port at the entrance 
of the Red S"a; cf. F. moka. 

mock m;Jk hold up to ridicule; act or speak 
in derision xv (mokke, mocque, moh). -OF. 
mocquer (mod. moquer, ref!. with de laugh at) 
deride, jeer, corr. to Pr. mocar :- Rom. 
•moccdre, f. *mok-, repr. by It. dial. moka 
(used in phr. denoting derision), Sp. mueca 
grimace, Pg. maca derision. Hence sb. xv, 
adj. XVI. mo·ckERY. XV (Lydg.). - F. 
mo·ck-up model xx. 

mode moud. A. ttune, melody XIV; tmood 
in grammar and logic XVI; (mus.) form of 
scale; manner (spec. in philos.) XVII; B. 
fashion XVII. In A - L. modus measure, size, 
limit of quantity, manner, method, tune, f. 
IE. *mod- *med-; see METE. In B- F. mode 
fern. (with change of gender due to final e, 
retained now for the sense 'fashion', whence 
Sp., It, moda)- L. modus; cf. ALAMODE, 
Hence mo·diSH1 xvn, mo·diste dressmaker. 
XIX; F. tJf The word has become CEur. 

model ffi;J•dl tarchitect's plans; design, 
make XVI ; representation or figure in three 
dimensions; exemplar, pattern XVII. -F. 
tmodelle, now modele - It. modello :- Rom. 
*'modellus, for L. MODULU~. Hence vb. XVII; 
after F. modeler. 

moderate m;J•darat avoiding extremes, of 
medium quantity or quality. XIV (Trevisa). 
- L. moderiitus (whence F. modere), pp. of 
moderiiri, moderiire reduce, abate, control, 
f. *moder- :- *modes- (whence modestus 
MODEST), parallel with *'modos, modus MODE, 
So moderate m;J·dareit render less violent 
or intense XV; control, preside over XVI, 
f. pp. stem of L. moderiire, -iiri. See -ATE 2 

and 3
• So moderA·TION xv; pl. in the 

univ. of Oxford, First Public Examina
tion for B.A., conducted by Moderators. 
-F.- L. mo·derATOR truler XIV (Trevisa); 
title of various presiding officials XVI. - L. 



MODERN 

modern m;rdaJn tnow existing; pert. to 
or characteristic of present or recent times; 
tordinary xvr. - (O)F. moderne (whence 
G. modern), corr. to Sp., It. moderno, or their 
source late L. modernus (vr), f. L. modo just 
now, after L. hodiernus of today (f. hodie 
today). Hence mo·demrsT tperson of 
modern times XVI; supporter of modern 
ways XVIII (Swift); (theol.) xx: after modL. 
modernista (Luther); cf. F. moderniste 
(Rousseau). In recent theol. use from the 
encyclical Pascendi gregis 'de modernista
rum doctrinis' of Pope Pius X (8 Sept. 
1907). So mo·dernrsM. xvm (Swift). 
mode·rDITY mada·mlti. xvii. - medL. 
mo·demiZE. XVIII. -F. 

modest ma•dist twell-conducted; having 
a moderate estimate of oneself; chastely 
decorous XVI; not excessive XVII; unpreten
tious XVIII. - (O)F. modeste- L. modestus 
keeping due measure, f. *modes- (see MODE
RATE)+*-tos, ppl. suffix. So mo·destY 3 • 

xvr. - (O)F. or L. 

modicum ma·dibm moderate amount. 
xv (Henryson). - L. modicum little way, 
short time, n. sg. of modicus moderate, f. 
modus (due or proper) measure, MODE. 

modify ma·difai tlimit, repress; moderate 
XIV; (Sc. law) assess award xv; tdetermine, 
differentiate XVII; change partially XVIII. 
- (O)F. modifier- L. modificiire, -iiri, f. 
modus MODE; see -FY. So mo:diFICA'TION. 
xvr. - (O)F. or L. 

modillion moudi·lj;m (archit.) projecting 
bracket in certain orders. XVI. -F. modillon, 
tmodiglion- It. modiglione :- Rom. *mutel
lione, f. *mutellus, for L. mutulus MUTULE. 

modulate ma·djuleit tmake melody XVI ; 
regulate, adjust; attune XVII; pass from one 
key to another XVIII. f. pp. stem of moduliiri 
measure, adjust to rhythm, make melody, 
f. modulus (dim. of modus) in Eng. use from 
XVI, and anglicized or- F. mo·dule. XVI; 
see -ATE3 • So modulA·TrON. XIV (Trevisa). 
- L.; so F.; for mus. senses cf. It. modulare, 
-azione. 

Mc:eso-Gothic misouga·j:>ik, -z- pert. to the 
Mreso-Goths or their language. xrx. -
modL. Mmsogothicus, f. Mmsogothi f. Mcesi 
people of Mmsia (corr. to Bulgaria and 
Serbia)+pl. of Gothus GOTH. 

mofussil mo(u)fA·sil in India, rural locali
ties of a district. xvm. - Hind. mufan:il 
- Arab. mufaffa[, pp. of faffa[a divide, 
separate. 

Mogul mou·gAl, mougA·l Mongolian; The 
(Great or Grand) M., the Emperor of Delhi 
xvr. - Arab., Pers. muyal, -ul, pronunc. of 
MoNGOL. 

mohair mou·hEa.t fine camlet made from 
Angora goat's'hair, (later) fabric imitating 
this. xvr (mocayare, moochary, mockaire). 
ult. - Arab. mukhayyar cloth of goat's hair, 
lit. 'select, choice', pp. of khayyara choose; 

MOLAR 

but coming into Eng. through various chan
nels (e.g. F. moucayar, It. moccaiaro) and 
later assim. to HAIR. 

Mohammedan mouh::e·mld;m pert. to Mo
hammed (lit. laudable); see MAHOMET, -AN. 
XVII. 

Mohawk mou·h5k name of a tribe of 
N.-Amer. Indians of terrifying character 
XVII ; step in skating XIX. Earlier t M ohock ; 
Narraganset Mohozi·auuck 'they eat living 
things' is compared. 

mohock mou·hak aristocratic street ruffian. 
XVIII. transf. use of prec. 

moidore moi·d5aJ Portuguese gold coin. 
XVIII (moyodore). - Pg. moeda d'ouro 'coin 
of gold' (moeda MONEY, ouro :- L. aurum 
gold). 

moiety moi-lti half. xv (moite, moitie). 
-OF. moite, (also mod.) moitie = Fr. meitat, 
Sp. mitad, It. meta:- L. medietiitem, -tiis, 
f. medius middle, MID; see MEDIETY. The 
sp. with -ety (xvr) is due to latinization. 

moil moil (dial., arch.) moisten, soil, bedaub 
xrv; toil, drudge (as in wet and mire) xvr. 
-OF. moillier wet, moisten, paddle in mud 
(mod. mouiller) :-Rom. *molliiire, f. L. 
mollis soft (cf. MOLLIFY, EMOLLIENT). 

moire mwii.I, mw5.t, m5a.t watered mohair, 
(later) watered silk. XVII (Pepys). -F. 
moire, later form of mouaire, MOHAIR. Also 
moire mwii·rei, m5a·ri watered. xrx. -F. 
moire, pp. of moirer give a watered appear
ance to. 

moist moist tnew, fresh; tliquid, watery; 
slightly wet. XIV (Ch., Gower, Trevisa). 
-OF. moiste (mod. moite), perh. :-Rom. 
*muscidu-s mouldy, (hence) wet, alt. of L. 
miicidus (cf. Mucus) by assoc. with musteus 
new, fresh, f. mustum MUST 2 • Hence moi·st
EN6 moi·sn; preceded by (dial.) moist. XIV 
(PPI., Wyclif, Trevisa). So moistuRE. xrv 
(Ch., Trevisa). alt., by substitution of 
suffix, of OF. moi(s)tour (mod. moiteur), f. 
moiste. moi·stY1 new (of ale) xrv (Ch.); 
damp; extension of moist. 

moither moi·oa.t worry, perplex XVII; be 
incoherent or wandering XIX. Of dial. 
and obscure origin. 

mokaddam mak::e·dam headman. xvn. 
Hind.- Arab. muqaddam, pp. of qaddama 
place in front. 

moke mouk (sl., dial.) donkey. xrx. prob. 
derived from a proper name applied to the 
ass; cf. 'Mocke hath lost her shoe' (Skelton), 
where Mocke may be the name of a mare or 
donkey (cf. Skelton's 'mockyshe mare'). 
q Mokus is recorded for Hampshire and 
Devon. Welsh Gypsy moxio may be from 
Eng. 

molar mou·la.r grinding (tooth). XVI. - L. 
moliiris of a mill, sb. millstone, grinder 
tooth, f. mala millstone ; see MEAL 1, MILL\ 
and -AR; cf. F. molaire and AN. dentz 
moellers. 



MOLASSES 

molasses m:~lre·siz syrup obtained from 
sugar. XVI (melasus, molassos, malassos). 
- Pg. me[afO = It. melazzo :-· late L. mella
ceum must, n. sg. of *melldceus (cf. -ACEous), 
f. mell-, mel honey (see MILDEW); a fern. 
form *melldcea is repr. by Sp. melaza, F. 
melasse (whence It. melassa). 

mole1 moul tdiscoloured spot (cf. IRON
MOULD) OE.; spot or blemish on the human 
skin (now spec.) XIV. OE. mal, corr. to 
MLG. mel, OHG. meil, meila, Goth. "'mail 
(in g. pl. maiZe) :-Germ. *mailam, *mailon-, 
whence also OE. m:Elan, OHG. meilen stain. 

mole• moul small burrowing mammal of 
the family Talpidre. XIV (Trevisa). Late 
ME. molle, mulle, mole, prob. - MDu. mol, 
moll(e), (M)LG. mol, mul, repr. in an early 
L.-Frankish form muli pl. (Reichenau 
Glosses vn). t.lf Identical in form with OS., 
OHG. mol, (M)HG. molch (with suffix as in 
habicht hawk) ; both words may be in some 
way rel. to MOULD1 (cf. MOULDWARP). 

mole3 moul A. (stone) pier or breakwater, 
(hence) harbour; B. tlarge mass xvr. -F. 
mole- MGr. molos, m6los- L. moles shape" 
less mass, huge bulk (whence sense B), dam, 
pier. t.lf Gr. m6los is also the source of It. 
molo (whence G. molo, mole), Cat. moll 
(whence Sp. muelle, Pg. molhe). 

molecule m<>·likjul, mou·- minute particle 
of material substance. XVIII. - F. molecule 
(xvn)- modL. molecula, dim. of L. moles 
MOLE3• Hence moleculARmole·kjUl:~.I. XIX; 
after corpuscular. 

molest rnole·st tvex, annoy XIV (Ch.); 
meddle with injuriously xv. -OF. molester 
or L. molestdre trouble, annoy, f. molestus 
troublesome, perh. rei. to moles mass, MOLE 3 • 

So molestA·TION. XIV. - (O)F.- medL. 
moll m<>l (sl.) prostitute, female paramour. 

XVII. Appellative use of Moll, var. oft Mall, 
pet-form of MARYj cf. MOLLY, MAWKIN. 
t.lf Mall or Moll Cutpurse was the familiar 
nickname of a notorious woman Mary Frith, 
in the first half of xvn. 

mollify m<>·lifai soften, soothe. xv (Hoc
cleve, Lydg.). -F. mollifier or L. mollificdre, 
f. mollis soft, rei. to molere grind ; see MILL 1, 

-FY. So mo:llificA·TION. XIV (Ch.). - (Q)F. 
-medL. 

mollusc m<>·l:~sk one of the Mollusca. XVIII. 
-F. mollusque, f. modL. mollusca (xvii), n. pl. 
of L. molluscus soft (used in fern. sg. of a 
soft nut and in n. sg. of a fungus), f. mollis 
soft (see prec.). t.lf Mollusca was applied by 
Linmeus (1758) to a group of invertebrates 
forming the second order of the class Vermes. 

molly m<>·li (dial.) lass, wench; (sl.) milk
sop. XVIll (D'Urfey). f. MOLL+-Y8• Hence 
mo·lly-co:nnLE sb. and vb. xrx. 

Moloch mou·l<>k Canaanite idol to whom 
children were offered as burnt offerings 
(Lev. xviii zr), represented by Milton as one 
of the devils; hence transf. xvn. - late L. 

MONAUL 

(Vulgate) Moloch- Gr. M6lokh, Mol6kh 
-He b. Malek, held to be alt. of Melek (king), 
by substitution after the Captivity of the 
vowels of bosheth shame. 

molten mou·ltn pp. of MELT. 

moly mou·li fabulous herb (Odyssey x 305) 
XVI; liliaceous genus Allium (A. moly, wild 
garlic) xvn. - L. moly- Gr. mtJlu, rei. to 
Skr. miilam root. 

molybdenum moli·bdin:~m (min.) metallic 
element (symbol Mo). XIX. f. tmolybdena 
(XVII), former name of salts of m., use of 
L. - Gr. molubdaina angler's plummet, f. 
m6lubdos lead. 

moment mou·m:~nt very brief portion of 
time XIV ; tsmall particle XIV ; importance, 
weight XVI; tmotive of action xvn (Sh.). 
- (O)F. moment ( = Sp., It. momenta)- L. 
momentum (i) movement, moving power, 
(ii) importance, consequence, (iii) moment 
of time, particle :- *movimentum, f. movere 
MOVE j see -MENT. So mo·mentARY. XVI 
(Tindale). - L.; in competition during XVI
xvn with derivs. of late L. momentdneus, 
viz. tmomentane XVI after OF. tmomentain; 
momenta·neous XVII and tmomentany XVI 
(after F. momentane). Hence mome·ntous 
of moment. xvu. momentum mo(u)
me·nt:~m product of mass of a body by its 
velocity. xvn. - L.; see prec. 

Momus rnou·m:~s L. - Gr. Momos god of 
ridicule (momos); transf. captious critic. XVI. 

monachal m:>·n:~k:ll monastic, monkish. 
XVI. - (O)F. monaca/ or ecclL. monachalis, 
f. monachus MONK; see -AL1

• So mo·nach
ISM monasticism. XVI; cf. F. -isme. 

monad m:>·nred the number one XVII; ulti
mate unit of being XVIII ; simple organism, 
element, etc. XIX. -F. monade or its source 
late L. monad-, monas- Gr. monds unit, f. 
monos alone, MONO-; see -AD1• 

monarch m:>·n:~Jk absolute ruler, (hence 
gen.) sovereign. XV (Lydg.). - (O)F. monar
que or late L. monarcha- Gr. mondrkhes, 
more freq. m6narkhos, f. monos alone (MONo-) 
+-arkhos ruling, drkhein rule (cf. ARCH-). 
So monarchAL1 -a·.1k-. xvi, -IAL. xvr; 
-Ic. XVII, -!CAL. XVI; cf. F.-ique-Gr. monar
khik6s. mo·narchiST. XVII; cf. F. -iste. 
mo·narchY3 • XIV (Gower).- (O)F. -late L. 
-Gr. 

monastery m<>·nast:~ri house for religious, 
esp. monks. xv. - ecclL. monasterium -
ecclGr. monasdrion, f. mondzein live alone, 
f. m6nos alone, MONO-. In early use also 
tmonaster- (O)F. monastere. Cf. MINSTER. 
So monastic manre·stik XVI (Sh.); an 
earlier use (by Pecockxv) of absolute govern
ment is erratic. - (O)F. monastique or late L. 
monasticus- Gr. monastik6s, f. mondzein. 
mona·strcAL. xv. 

monaul m<>n5·1 Impeyan pheasant. XVIII 
(John Latham). -Hind. muntil, montil. 

[sSsl 



MONDAY 

Monday IDA ·ndi second day of the week. 
OE. monandreg, corr. to OFris. mone(n)dei, 
MLG., MDu. miin(en)dach (Du. maandag), 
OHG. miinatag(G. Montag), ON. mdnadagr; 
f. MOoN+DAY, tr. late L. liinm dies 'day of 
the moon' (after Gr. ~f.Lepa l:EA~V7]s), of which 
the var. Zunis dies gave OF. lunsdis (mod. 
lundi), It. lunedt (cf. Pr. (di)luns, Sp. lunes, 
Rum. Zuni). 

monde m5d the fashionable world. XVIII 
(Walpole). F., 'world' :- L. mundu-s (cf. 
MUNDANE). Cf. DEMI-MO:<!DE. 

monetary mA·nit::Jri pert. to coinage or 
currency (Bentham); pecuniary. XIX. -F. 
monetaire or late L. monetiirius, f. L. moneta 
MINT1

; see -ARY. 

money mA·ni pl. moneys, monies IDA'niz 
coin, cash, esp. in ref. to its purchasing 
power XIII (S.Eng. Leg.); particular coin or 
coinage xv. ME. money( e), -ei(e), mone-OF. 
moneie (mod. monnaie change) = Pr., Sp. 
moneda, Pg. moeda (cf. MOIDORE), It. moneta 
:- L. moneta mint (in Rome), money, orig. 
epithet of Juno, in whose temple (also so 
named) the mint was housed. The pl. 
monies used for sg. has been attributed to 
Jews since XVI (cf. Sh. 'Mer.V.' I iii I 17) and 
their pronunc. of it rendered by monish 
mA·nif. So moneYER 2 mA·ni::l.l tmoney
changer XIII (Cursor M.) ; t banker, capitalist 
XVIII; coiner, minter xv (Hoccleve). -OF. 
mon(n)icr, -oier (mod. monnayeur) :- late L. 
monetiiriu-s minter. 

mong mAIJ in ME. XII (Orm) mang, mong, 
aphetic of amang, AMONG or timong; from 
XVI (e.g. Sh.) poet. clipping of AMONG, and 
so written 'mong. So mongst mAl)St. xvr. 

monger IDA"I)g;u dealer, trader; now used 
only in conscious analysis of words like 
cheesemonger, fishmonger, ironmonger, which, 
with costennonger, scandal-monger, whore
monger, are the commonest exx. OE. man
gere ( = OHG., 0~. mangari) agent-noun of 
mangian (=OS. mangon, ON. manga) :
Germ. *mavgojan, f. L. mango dealer, trader 
(who furbishes his wares), prob. f. Gr. mag
ganeziein trick out; see -ER1• 

Mongol m<>"l)g<>l pert. to (one of) a yellow
skinned straight-haired Asiatic type of man
kind. xvm. Said to be f. Mongolian mong 
brave. Also, person afflicted with mongol
ism xx. Hence MongoliAN ffi()l)gou·li;m 
xvm. Cf. MoGuL. 

mongoose, mongoose m<>'l)giis, mA"IJgiis 
ichneumon, common in India, Herpestes 
griseus. XVII. - Marathi mangus. The form 
mangoust (-F. mangouste- Sp. mangosta) 
was to some extent current in Eng. 

mongrel mA'IJgrdl dog of mixed breed xv; 
in various transf. uses XVI. Early forms 
meng-, mang-, m(o)ung-, mongrel(!), the 
variety of which suggests derivation, with 
pejorative -(e)REL (as in DOGGEREL, SCOL'N
DREL, WASTREL), from vars. of Germ. *mavg
•mong- mix, MINGLE. 

MONO-

monial mou·nidl (archit.) mullion. XIV 
(moine!). -OF. moine[ (mod. meneau), sb. 
use of moi(e)nel adj. middle, f. nwien MEAN 3 + 
-el :- L. -iili-s -AL 1• 

moniliform ID()ni-lif5.rm necklace-shaped. 
XIX. -F. moniliforme or modL. moniliformis, 
f. monile necklace; see MA!':E, -FORM. 

monish m<>·niJ (arch. or obs.) ADMONISH. 
XIII (Cursor M.). Aphetic- OF. amonester. 

monism mo·nizm doctrine of one (supreme) 
being; theory which denies the duality of 
matter and mind. XIX. - modL. rnonismus, 
f. Gr. monos single; see MONO-, -ISM. 

monition moni·Jdn warning. XIV. - (O)F. 
monition- L. monitio(n-), f. monit-, pp. stem 
of monifre advise, warn; see MIND, -ITIO!':. 
So moniTOR mo·nit;}.l one who warns or 
advises; senior pupil in a school, etc. XVI ; 
tbackboard XVIII; species oflizard supposed 
to give warning of crocodiles XIX. - L. moni
tor, agent-noun; cf. F. moniteur. mo·nitor 
(poet.) to guide XIX; (var. techn. uses) con
trol, regulate xx. f. the sb. mo·nitoRY 2 

warning, admonishing. xv. - L. monitorius. 

monk IDAI)k man devoted to the religious 
life in a community (in a monastery). OE. 
munuc = OFris. munek, OS. munik (Du. 
monnik), OHG. munih (G. monch), ON. 
mzinkr; CGerm. (except Gothic)- popL. 
*monicus, for late L. monachus (cf. *moni
sterium MINSTER) -late Gr. monakhos, sb. 
use of adj. 'single, solitary', f. monos alone 
(see MONO-); the word belongs, with nun 
and minster, to the earliest stratum of ChrL. 
words adopted in the Germ. langs. Though 
Gr. m6nakhos is applied strictly to a solitary 
or hermit it was early transferred to crena
bites. From pop. L. *monicus (Rom. *monio) 
are derived OF. monie, (also mod.) moine, 
Pr. monge (whence Sp., Pg.monge); the word 
is CEur. Hence mo·nkERY, -ISH1• XVI. 
mo·nksHOOD Aconitum Napellus, etc., 
having hood-shaped flowers. XVI (Lyte, 
Gerarde). (jf OE. fern. myneeenu nun 
(see -EN1), ME. minchen, survives in Min
cing Lane, London, where there was a 
nunnery. 

monkey mA·I)ki mammal of a group closely 
allied to man. Of unkn. origin; a poss. 
source has been suggested in a LG. *nwneke, 
dim. of Rom. •monno, -a, repr. by F. tmonne, 
It. monna, Sp., Pg. mono, -a, which has been 
referred to Turk. maimzm ape. 

mono- m<>·no(u), -o, mono· comb. form of 
Gr. monos alone, only, single, occurring in 
numerous words adopted from Gr. (many 
through late L. or medL.), but in recent 
times combined with words or stems of any 
origin, as monocycle, monodrama, monomark, 
monoplane, monotint, monotype, monoxide. 
The following are of early standing: mo·no
CHORD one-stringed musical instrument, 
etc. xv. - (O)F. monocorde - late L. mono
chardon - Gr. monokhordon, sb. use of n. 
of monokhordos having a single string. 

[s86] 



MONOCLE 

mo·nocHROME painting in different tints 
of one colour XVII (Evelyn); representa
tion in one colour XIX ; the earlier use 
- medL. monochroma, evolved from Gr. (L.) 
monokhr6matos of one colour; later - F. 
monochrome- Gr. mon6khr6mos. mono·
gamY3 marriage with one person. xvn. - F. 
- ecc!L. - Gr. (gdmos marriage). mo·no
GRAM A. tsketch without shading or colour; 
B. character composed of two or more letters 
interwoven XVII ; in sense A- L. monogram
mus, attributed by Cicero to Epicurus as 
descriptive of the gods, by Lucilius used sb. 
of an unsubstantial or colourless person, a 
mere shadow (resembling a picture in line 
only before colour is applied); in sense B 
- F. monogramme- late L. monogramma, f. 
Gr. *mon6grammos. monograph mo·m)
gra£ (nat. hist.) separate treatise on a species, 
genus, etc. ; (more widely) one on a single 
object or topic. XIX (1821); rep!. earlier 
mono·GRAPHY. xvm (Gilbert White)-modL. 
monographia (xvm), f. monographus (Lin
nreus) writer of a treatise on a single genus 
or species; the form in -Y 3 was discarded 
prob. because it suggested an abstract sense 
(cf. telegraph and telegraphy). monolith 
mo·noli}:> single block, mass, pillar of stone. 
XIX. -F. monolithe- Gr. mon6lithos (see 
-LITE). monologue mo·nolog dramatic 
scene or composition in which a single actor 
speaks. XVII (Dryden). - F. monologue (xv), 
after dialogue; cf. late Gr. mon6logos speak
ing alone. monoMANIA monomei·nig mad
ness on a single subject. XIX. - modL. 
monomania, after F. monomanie. mono
physiTE m;:>no·fisait one who believes that 
there is only one nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ. xvn. - ecc!L. monophys'ita 
- ecc!Gr. monophusites (Gr. phusis nature; 
see PHYSic). So mono·theliTE. XVI (earlier 
XV in corrupt forms monacholite, monalechite). 
- medL. monothelita - (with assim. to -ita, 
-ITE) late Gr. monotheUtes, f. thelein will. 
mo·noTHEISM, -THEIST belief, believer in 
only one God. xvn (H. More). monoTONE 
mo·n<Jtoun having but one tone or note 
XVIII; sb. utterance on one tone xvn. 
- modL. monotonus- Gr. mon6tonos; so F. 
monotonot:s mgno·tgngs XVIII. mono -
tonY3 - F.- Gr. monoton{d. monoTYPE 
mo·notaip inventor's name for a patent 
type-composing machine. 1895· 

monocle mo·nakl single eye-glass. XIX. 
-F. monocle, sb. use of adj. 'one-eyed' -
late L. monoculus, f. Gr. monos MONo-+ 
oculus EYE, after Gr. mon6phthalmos. 

monody mo·nadi ode sung by a single voice 
in Greek tragedy; mournful song, dirge. 
xvn. - late L. monodia - Gr. monoidid, f. 
mon6id6s singing alone, f. monos+ •oid- sing ; 
see MONO-, ODE, -Y3• 

monopoly mgno·p::~li exclusive possession 
of the trade in some article XVI (More), also 
fig.; commodity subject to this XIX.- L. mono-

MONTH 

polium (Suetonius, Pliny)- Gr. monop6lion, 
-polid, f. monos MONo-+poletn sell. Also 
tmo·nopole. XVI - (O)F. monopole. So 
tmono·polER1 • XVI; after OF. monopolier, 
F. monopoleur ; rep!. by mono·polrsT. XVII ; 
cf. It. monopolista, G. monopolist. mono·
polrzE. xvn; cf. F. monopoliser. 

monsieur mgsjo· F. equiv. of MR. xv. F., 
f. mon my, sieur lord:- Rom. *seiOre, for L. 
seniorem, SENIOR; cf. SIRE, MESSIEURS. For
merly sp. mounseer and pronounced maun
sia·.l (xvn onwards) and mossoo mosu· (XIX). 
So monsEI'GNEUR. xvi, monsi·GNOR, 
-SIGNO'RE, XVII. 

monsoon monsu·n seasonal wind esp. in 
the Indian Ocean XVI; rainy season (time of 
the south-west monsoon) XVIII. - early 
modDu. t monssoen, t monssoyn (mod. 
moesson, inti. by F. forms)- Pg. monriio, 
tmouriio- Arab. mausim (whence also Malay 
moesim) fixed season, f. wasama mark. 
f.ll Adopted in Rom. and Germ. langs. 

monster m;,·nsta.l misshapen creature XIII 
(Cursor M.); fprodigy; horribly cruel or 
savage person; huge object XVI. - (O)F. 
monstre - L. monstrum something marvel
lous or prodigious, orig. divine portent, f. 
monere warn (see MONITION, and cf. DEMON
STRATE, REMONSTRATE) j for a similar use of 
-strum in a religious term cf. LUSTRUM. So 
mo·nstrous. xv- OF. monstreux or L. 
m6nstr6sus; earlier tmo·nstruous. xrv 
(Ch.). - (O)F. monstrueux- L. m6nstru6sus 
(irreg. formation). monstrosiTY -o·slti. XVI. 
-late L. 

monstrance mo·nstrans (eccl.) vessel in 
which the Host is exposed. XVI. - medL. 
monstrantia, f. prp. stem of L. m6nstrdre 
show, f. m6nstrum; see prec. and -ANCE. Cf. 
G. monstranz, F. dial. monstrance (for which 
Standard F. has ostensoir. f.ll In late xv and 
early XVI there was much variety in the form 
used, e.g. tmoustre, tmonstyr, tmustraunce? 
(xv), monstral? (Cranmer), tmonstraunt (Bp. 
Fisher), tmonstrate (I524). 

montbretia montbri· Jig genus of iridaceous 
plants. XIX. modL., f. name of A. F. E. 
Coquebert de Montbret, French botanist 
(r78o-r8or); see -IA1 • 

monte mo·nti Spanish card game. XIX. 
- Sp. monte mountain (MOUNT), applied to 
the stock of cards left after each player has 
received his share. 

month mAnp one of the twelve portions 
into which the year is divided. OE. monajJ 
= OFris. m6nath, m6n(a)d, OS. mdnoth 
(Du. maand), OHG. mdn6d (G. monat), 
ON. mdnui'fr, Goth. menops :- CGerm. 
"'mii!n6jJ(dz), rei. to "'mii!non- MOON. f.ll The 
reckoning of time by the revolutions of the 
moon was CIE. ; see MOON for the relation 
of IE. words for 'moon' and 'month'. Hence 
mo·nthly adj. and adv. xvr; see -LY1 and 2• 



MONUMENT 

monument mo·njum;mt tplace of burial (cf. 
W. mynwent graveyard) XIII (Cursor M.); 
twritten document, piece of evidence xv ; 
commemorative object or structure XVI. 
Early forms also tmony-, tmoniment- (O)F. 
monument, tmoniment = Sp., It. monumento 
- L. monumentum, monimentum, f. monere 
remind; see MONITION, -MENT. Hence 
monume·ntAL1• XVII (Sh.); so late L. 

-mony m:mi, repr. (1) L. -monia, as in acri
mony, ceremony, (z) -monium, as in matri
mony, parsimony, patrimony, testimony, and 
both in alimony, ceremony; rei. by gradation 
to -men (as in foramen opening), of which 
-mentum -MENT is an extended form. 

moo mii. XVI (also mo, mow). imit. of the 
characteristic voice of the cow. 

mooch, mouch miitJ (dial.) play truant 
XVII ; loaf, skulk ; steal XIX. Relation to late 
ME. mowche (of doubtful meaning) is un
certain; prob. -OF. muchier (Norman dial. 
mucher) hide, skulk, perh. of Gaulish origin. 

mood1 mud tmind, thought, feeling OE. 
(to c.1400); tpride OE.; tanger xu; frame 
of mind, disposition. OE. mod, corr. with 
variety of gender to OFris., OS. mod (Du. 
moed), OHG. muot (G. mut), ON. m60.r 
anger, grief, Goth. mops, mod- anger, emo
tion :- CGerm. *mot!az, *motlam, of which 
the ult. origin is unkn. Hence moo·dv1 

tbrave, tproud OE.; tangry XII; subject to 
fits of ill humour, etc. XVI (Sh.). 

mood 2 mud (logic) class of syllogism ; 
(gram.) form in the conjugation of a verb 
indicating function ;t (mus.) mode. xvr. alt. 
of MODE by assoc. with MOOD1• 

moolvee mii·lvi Mohammedan doctor of 
law; learned man. XVII (Purchas). -Urdu 
mulvi- Arab. maulawiyy orig. adj. judicial, 
used sb. in the sense of maulli MULLAH, of 
which it is a derivative. 

moon miin the satellite of the earth OE. ; 
(lunar) month XIV. OE. mona = OFris. 
mona, OS. mlino (Du. maan fern.), OHG. 
mlino (G. mond), ON. mdni, Goth. mifna :
CGerm. *miimon, prob. rei. to *mi£nojJ
MONTH; cogn. words for 'moon' and 'month' 
based on *mifn(e)s- are found throughout 
the IE. langs., e.g. L. mifnsis month, Gr. 
meis, min month, mtnif moon, Skr. mds 
moon, month, Ir. mi month, Lith. mi!nesis, 
OS!. mesrci moon, month ; referred ult. to 
base *me-, as in miftiri MEASURE, the moon 
being the star by which time is measured. 
The foiL comps. are of special interest : 

mooncALF tfalse conception XVI ; born fool 
XVII; perh. after G. mondkalb (Luther); cf. 
G. mondkind, MLG. maanenkind 'moon
child'. moonLIGHT. XIV (Ch.); cf. Du. maan
licht, G. mondlicht; hence moonlightiNG1 

operation (esp. illicit) by night c.x88o. 
moonLIT. XIX (Tennyson). moonsHINE 
moonlight; appearance without substance, 
empty talk, etc. (orig. m. in the water). xv. 
moonsTONE. xvu; after L. selifnitifsSELENITE. 

MOP 

moonsTRUCK deranged, as if by the influence 
of the moon (cf. lunatic). xvu (Milton); cf. 
Gr. aEA7Jv6f3>.7JTO>, -1TA7JKTos. moonwoRT. 
XVI (Lyte, Gerarde); after Du. maankruid, 
G. mondkraut, late L. liinliria. 

moonack mii·mek woodchuck, Arctomys 
monax. XVII. - Lenape monachgeu, f. 
monach dig. 

moonshee, munshi mii·nJi in India, native 
secretary, teacher of languages. XVIII. -
Urdu munshi-Arab. munshi',prp. of ansha'a 
compose, causative of masha'a grow up. 

moonsif mii·nsif native judge in India. XIX. 
-Urdu munsif- Arab. munfif just, honest, 
prp. of anfafa be bisected, be impartial, f. 
miff half. 

moor1 mu:u, m5;u tract of unenclosed 
waste ground. OE. mor waste land, marsh, 
mountain, corr. to OS. mor marsh, (M)Du. 
moer, (M)LG. mor (whence G. moor, 
Da. mor), OHG. muor :- Germ. *m6raz, 
*moram, perh. rei. to MERE. comp. moo·r
LAND. OE. morland. 

moor• mu;u, m5a.I secure a floating boat, 
etc., to a fixed place. xv. Early mod. more, 
prob. - (M)LG. moren; cf. OE. mi£rels, 
mlirels mooring-rope, MDu. vbs. mliren, 
mifren (Du. meren), moeren. 

Moor mua.I, m5a.I (in ancient times) native 
of Mauretania, (later) of north-west Africa 
(cf. BLACKAMOOR) XIV (Gower, Trevisa, 
Maund.); Mohammedan, esp. of India XVI. 
Late ME. More- (O)F. "·'\!I ore, (mod.) 
Maure- L. Maurus, medL. Morus- Gr. 
Mailros. (jJ For Moo·rrsH1 (marys, xv) cf. 
MORRIS-DANCE, -PIKE. 

Moorpark m5a· .Ipii.Ik variety of apricot. 
XVIII. f. name (Moor Park) of Sir William 
Temple's (1628-gg) house. 

moorpork see MOPOKE. 

moose miis N.-Amer. animal allied to the 
elk. Early forms mus, moos -Narragansett 
moos= Abenaki mus, Penobscot muns, 
(according to Trumbull) f. moosu he strips 
or cuts smooth, in allusion to the animal's 
habit of stripping trees when feeding. 

moot miit assembly of people, esp. for a 
judicial purpose XII ; targument, discussion 
XIII ; discussion of a hypothetical case in the 
Inns of Court XVI. Early ME. mot, imot :
OE. mot (in comps. only; later reinforced 
from ON.), andgemot :-Germ. *(ga)motam; 
cf. MDu. moet, (also mod.) gemoet, MHG. 
muo::;e meeting, attack, ON. mot, and MEET 2

; 

ult. origin unkn. Hence moot adj. debat
able, arguable XVI; developed from attrib. 
uses of the sb. (m. case, m. point). 

mop1 m:>p bundle of yarn, etc., fixed to a 
stick for use in cleaning. xv. First in naut. 
use and in the form fmapp(e), which sur
vived till xvm, the form mop appearing XVII 
(but tmoppe is recorded for 'rag doll' xv); 
obscurely rei. to somewhat earlier tmappel, 
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MOP 

tmapolt, -old (xv), of which Sc. tmappat, 
tmoppat, -et (XVI) appear to be vars.; ult. 
connexion with L. mappa (see NAPKIN) and 
dim. mappula is pass., but the immed. 
source remains obscure. 

mop• m<>p (arch.) grimace, esp. one made 
by a monkey. Also vb. XVI. Chiefly in phr. 
mops and mows, mop and mow; perh. imit. of 
the pouting of the lips; pro b. of LG. origin 
(cf. Du. mop pug-dog, moppen be surly, 
pout). 

mope moup (dial.) wander; be listless and 
dejected. XVI. prob. rei. to tmope (xvi), 
earlier tmopp(e) fool (XIV), and tmop(p)ish 
bewildered (xiv), which are perh. of Scand. 
origin (cf. OSw. mopa befool, Sw. dial. mopa 
look discontented, sulk, Da. maabe be stupid 
or unconscious); but cf. prec. 

mopoke mou·pouk, morepork m5~·.rp5.rk 
name of various Australasian birds. XIX. 
imit. of the bird's note. -:11 Cf. BOBOLINK. 

moquette m<>ke·t material used for carpet
ing. XVIII. - F. moquette, said to be alt. of 
mocade, mockado (xvi), poss. alt. of It. 
mocaiardo mohair. 

mora m5;n~ (leg.) delay XVI; (pros.) unit 
of metrical time XIX. - L. mora. 

moraine morei·n mountain debris carried 
down by a glacier. XVIII. -F. moraine 
- Savoyard It. mor€na, f. southern F. mor(re) 
muzzle, snout :-Rom. *murrum ( cf. MORION ). 

moral m<>·ral pert. to character or conduct. 
XIV (Rolle, Ch., Trevisa). - L. moriilis 
(Cicero, tr. Gr. ~8tKas ETHICAL), f. mor-, 
mas custom, pl. mores manners, character; 
cf. F., Sp., Pg. moral, It. -ale; sb. pl. render
ing the L. title Moralia of certain works XIV; 
sg. moral lesson xv; pl. moral habits XVII. 
So morale morii·l. F., fern. of moral used 
sb. tmorals XVIII; (now, in the sense of F. 
moral) disposition and spirit as of troops XIX. 
moraliTY mane-liti. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
or late L. mo·ralrzE interpret morally xv 
(Hoccleve), -ATION XV (Lydg.). - (O)F. or 
medL. 

morass mane•s wet swampy tract (now only 
literary exc. in the W. Indies, where it sur
vives with the pronunc. m<>·ras). XVII. - Du. 
moeras, t-asch, alt. by assim. to moer MOOR\ 
of MDu. maras, marasch - (O)F. marais 
MARSH; cf. MLG. maras, whence G. marass, 
morass, later morast. 

moratorium m<>ratf>a·riam legal authoriza
tion to postpone payment. XIX. modL., sb. 
use of n. sg. of late L. (legal) moriitiirius, f. 
pp. stem of moriiri delay; see MORA, -ORY. 

moray morei· tropical species of eel. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). - Pg. moreia = Sp. morena 
- L. murama, -ina- Gr. muraina, rei. to 
m11ros, smuros eel. 

morbid m5·.rbid pert. to disease XVII; un
wholesome, sickly XIX. - L. morbidus, f. 
morbus disease; see -ID1• So morbi·FIC. 
xvu. - F. or modL. 

MORGANATIC 

morbleu m5.rblo· F. oath used chiefly in 
XVII, euphem. alt. (with assim. to bleu blue) 
of mortdieu 'God's death', which was also 
used, as tmor du (Marlowe), tmortdew. 

mordant m5·.rdant biting. xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F. mordant, prp. of mordre bite :-Rom. 
*mordere, for L. mordere (see MORSEL). 

mordent m5·.rdant (mus.) kind of grace. 
XIX. - G. mordent- It. mordente, sb. use of 
prp. of mordere bite (L. mordere); so called 
in allusion to the force of the 'attack'. 

more m5a.r A. greater (surviving in (the) m.'s 
the pity, them. fool you, etc.). B. existing in 
greater quantity or degree XIV. C. a greater 
number of, more numerous XVI. D. addi
tional X!II. OE. miira, fern., n. miire = 
OFris. miira, OS. mero (MDu. mere, rep!. 
in modDu. by meerder), OHG. mero (G. 
mehr-, with compar. suffix mehrere several), 
ON. meire, Goth. maiza :- CGerm. *maizon, 
f. *maiz MO. In sense B modelled on the use 
of MO. Hence as sb. late OE., as adv. xu. 
Hence moreover m5rou·va;r in phr. and 
yet more over 'and still more beyond' XIV 
(Ch.); whence, introducing an additional 
statement, 'besides' (XIV, Wycl. Bible). 

-more m5a;r use of prec. in advs. denoting 
place in the com par. degree, many of which 
have given rise to adjs. of the same form ; 
added chiefly to advs. ending in -ER3, as 
backermore, innermore, uttermore; the majo
rity of such words have parallel forms in 
-MOST. The earliest, furthermore (Orm), 
farthermore, and innermore (Cursor M.), are 
based on Scand. forms (ON. -meir, OSw. 
-mer), which indicates the immed. source of 
the use. 

moreen mori·n stout stuff for curtains, etc. 
XVII (-ine, Etherege). perh. fancifully f. 
MOIRE. 

morello, -a more·lou, -e·la dark-coloured 
bitter cherry. XVII. Of It. form and pre
sumably a use of morello, fern. -a blackish :
medL. mo-, maurellus, f. Maurus MooR. 

mores m5a·riz (pl.) conventions, customs 
of social group. xx. - L., pl. of mos, mor
custom (see MORAL). 

moresque m5re·sk Moorish. xvn. -F. 
moresque- It. moresco(a!soinEng. usexvr, be
side the Sp. form morisco, whence tmorisk); 
see Moon, -ESQUE. 

morganatic m5.rgame·tik applied to a mar
riage of a man with a woman of inferior 
station in which wife and children do not 
share in his rights. xvm. -F. morganatique, 
G. morganatisch, or their source medL. 
morganaticus, evolved from phr. matrimo
nium ad morgantiticam, of which the last 
word is prob. based on Germ. *morgangeba 
(G. morgengabe) = OE. morgengifu(f. morgen 
MORN+ *geo- GIVE) gift made by husband to 
wife on the morning after consummation of 
the marriage and relieving him of further 
liability. 
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MORGUE 

morgue1 miiJg, Jimorg haughty demeanour. 
XVI. -F. morgue, of unkn. origin. 

morgue2 m3.Ig building in Paris where 
people found dead are exposed for identi
fication. XIX. Presumed to be identical with 
prec., the F. word having passed through 
the intermediate sense of 'place in a prison 
where prisoners were examined on entry'. 

moribund m;rrib,md about to die. XVIII. 
- L. moribundus, f. nwri die (see MORTAL). 
Cf. F. moribond, etc. 

morion mv·ri;m soldier's helmet without 
beaver or visor. XVI (in earliest use also 
mirrioun, murrion, murren). -F. marion 
- Sp. morrion, f. morro :- Rom. *murrum 
round object. Cf. MORAINE. 

morling m3•JliiJ wool taken from the skin 
of a dead sheep. xv. Also tmortling, prob. 
(with substitution of -LING1 for -kin) f. 
tmor(t)kin beast that dies by disease or acci
dent (xv)- AN. mortekine, var. of OF. 
mortecine - late L. morticina carrion, n. pl. of 
L. morticinus (of an animal) that has died 
(without being slaughtered), f. mort-, mors 
death (see MORTAL); cf. It. lana morticina 
wool of dead animals. 

Mormon m5·.Im;}n member of 'the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints'. Name 
of the alleged author of 'The Book of Mor
mon', which Joseph Smith (Manchester, 
New York, I83o) professed to have trans
lated from the original written on gold plates 
and miraculously discovered by him. 

morn m3Jn beginning of the day; early 
part of the day; the next morning, the next 
day. (All the senses are CGerm.) OE. 
morgen, inflected mor(g)n- = OFris. morgen, 
morn, OS., OHG. morgan (Du., G. morgen) 
:- *murganaz; cf., with variation of suffix, 
ON. morgunn, -onn, inflected morn-, also 
OE. myrgen-, ON. myrginn, Goth. maurgins 
(:- *murginaz), and, with different vowel 
grade of the base, OE. mergen, MDu. margen, 
mergen, ON. merginn (OSw. marghan) :
'*'marganaz, •marginaz. The ult. connexions 
of the CGerm. base are doubtful. The 
typical ME. developments of OE. morgen 
\vere: rnorJen, 1norwen; tnorun, moren, morn; 
morwe, moru, MORROW. Hence (after EVEN
ING) morning m3·miiJ. XIII; ME. also freq. 
morwening. 

Morocco m<~rv·kou applied to things origi
nating in the country of north-west Africa 
so named, esp. to leather of goatskin. XVII. 
- It. Marocco, corr. to Sp. Marruecos, F. 
Maroc- Arab. mayrib-al-aqfii 'the extreme 
west'. 

moron m3·mn adult person with the intelli
gence of a child aged 8 to 12 years. 19IO. 
- n. of Gr. mor6s stupid (Skr. murds). 

morose m;}rou·s of sour unsociable temper. 
XVI. - L. morosus peevish, wayward, fasti
dious, scrupulous, f. mor-, mos manner (in 

MORT 

the special sense of 'humour', 'fancy'); see 
MORAL, -OSE1• So morOSITY m5r<J•slti. XVI 
(now rare). - F. or L. 

-morph mi).If terminal element repr. Gr. 
-morphos, f. morphe shape (cf. MORPHO-). 
The corr. adjs. and abst. nouns end in 
-morphic(al), -morphous, -morphism, -morphy. 

morpheme m5·.Ifim (philo!.) morpho
logical element. xx. -F. morpheme (1905), 
f. Gr. morphe form, after PHO:-IE:\'!E. 

morphia m3·.Ifi<J narcotic principle of 
opium. XIX. - modL. morphia, alt. of 
morphium (named by W. Sertiirner after 
opium), f. ]\,[orpheus (f. Gr. morphC shape), 
Ovid's name for the god of dreams, son of 
the god of sleep. Also mo·rphiNE6• 

morpho- m5·.Ifou, m3Jf<J•, comb. form of 
Gr. morphe shape, form, as in morpho·LOGY 
branch of biology dealing with living forms, 
(r83o), branch of grammar concerned with 
the formation and inflexion of words (1869). 

morris1 mi"l·ris dance by persons in fancy 
costume representing characters esp. from 
the Robin Hood story. xv. orig. in mor(e)ys 
DANCE; var. of l.VIom·ish (see l\tlooR), perh. 
after Flem. mooriske dans, Du. moorsche 
dans; cf. G. moriskentanz, F. danse moresque. 
t]J For the form cf. morris-pike (xv), a pike 
supposed to be of Moorish origin. 

morris" mo·ris (antiq.) game with counters 
(xvn, Sh.), of which the early name was 
merels, pl. of late ME. mere?- OF. (later 
mereau), of unkn. origin. 

morrow miJ·rou morning; the day after. 
XIII. ME. morwe, -ewe, -ozce, moru; see 
MOR::-< and for the phonology cf. SORROW. 
Survives in gen. use only in TO-MORROW. 

morse' m5Js fastening of a cope. xv. -OF. 
mors- L. morsu-s bite, catch, f. mors-, pp. 
stem of mordere bite. 

morse2 m5·.rs sea-horse or walrus. XVI 
(morsse). Caxton has mors mm·ine (xv), corr. 
to F. morce marin (XVI), of which the irnmed. 
source is unkn. ; ult. - Lappish morffa, 
whence Finnish morsu, Russ. morzh. 

morse3 m5.Is system of telegraphy (dots, 
dashes, and spaces) invented by S. F. B. 
Morse (179I-1872). XIX. 

morsel m5·Js(;})l bite, mouthful, small 
piece. xm. -OF. morsel (mod. marceau) = 
It. morsello, dim. of mors, morso :- L. 
morsu-s; see MORSE\ -EL 2 • 

mort1 m5.It (antiq.) note sounded at the 
death of the deer. XVI. - (O)F. mort :- L. 
mortem, nom. mors (cf. MORTAL). 

mort2 m5.It (dial.) great quantity or num
ber. XVII (Echard). poss. alt. of synon. 
north. dial. murth (-ON. mergo multitude, 
f. margr MANY) by assoc. with mortal exces
sive(ly). 

[590] 



MORTAL 

mortal m5·;rt(;})l subject to death, human; 
deadly, fatal XIV; (of sin) xv; of or pert. to 
death XVI. -OF. mortal, latinized var. of 
OF. (also mod.) martel, whence ME. martel; 
or directly - L. mortiilis, f. mort- mars death, 
f. IE. *mar- *mer- "'mr- die, as in L. mori 
die, mortuus dead, Gr. broto£ mortals (see 
AMBROSIA), emorten died (Hesychius), 0Sl. 
mirQ, Lith. mlrstu I die, Skr. mriydte dies, 
mrtis death; see -AL1• So mortaliTY m5.I
too•liti. XIV. - (O)F.- L. 

mortar1 m5·;rt;};r A. cup-shaped vessel in 
which drugs, etc., are pounded with a pestle 
XIII; B. short piece of ordnance (so named 
from its squat shape) XVII (orig. mortar
piece xvi). ME. partly- AN. morter, (O)F. 
mortier = Pr. mortier, Sp. mortero, It. 
mortaio :- L. mortiirium (to which the Eng. 
sp. was finally assim.); partly- LG. (see be
low). t]J Not continuous with OE. mortere, 
which corr. to MLG. morter (Du. mortier), 
OHG. mortiiri- L. 

mortar2 m5·;rt;}.I mixture of lime and sand 
with water, used for building. XIII. -AN. 
morter = (O)F. mortier (see prec.), with 
transference of meaning from the vessel to 
the substance produced in it. Cf. MDu., 
MHG. morter, (with dissimilation) martel 
(Du. martel, G. mortel). 

mortgage m5· .1gid3 conveyance of property 
by a debtor (mortgagor) to a creditor (mort
gagee) as security for a money debt. XIV 
(morgage; the sp. mortgage was established 
by legal usage XVI). -OF. mortgage 'dead 
pledge', f. mort dead:- popL. var. *mortu-s 
of L. mortuus (see MORTAL)+gage GAGE1 ; 

AL. mortuum vadium (xn). Hence mo·rt
gage vb. XVI; mortgagEE1 rn5.Igid3i·, 
mortgagoR1 m5.Igid35·.I. XVI. 

mortician rn5;rti·J"n (U.S.) undertaker. 
XIX. f. MORT!UARY+-ICIAN. 

mortify rn5·:rtifai tkill XIV (Ch., Wyclif); 
bring (the body, etc.) into subjection; (Sc. 
law) dispose of in mortmain xv; (cookery) 
make tender by hanging XVI; become gan
grenous; humiliate or vex deeply XVII. 
- (O)F. mortifier- ecclL. mortificiire kill, 
(Tertullian) subdue (the flesh), f. morti-, 
mors death; see MORTAL, -FY. So mo:rti
ficA·TION subjection of the flesh XIV (Ch.); 
(Sc.law) disposal in mortmain xv; t~angrene, 
necrosis XVI; humiliation, vexat:on XVII. 
- (O)F. - ecciL. (Tertullian). 

mortise, -ice rn5· .Itis hole made in a piece 
of wood to receive the end of another piece. 
XIV (Maund.). ME. mortais, -eis- OF. 
mortoise (mod. mortaise) = Sp. mortaja -
Arab. murtazz fixed in, f. razza. 

mortmain m5· .Itrnein condition of lands 
inalienably held by a corporation. xv. -AN., 
OF. mortemain- medL. mortua manus (xm) 
'dead hand', i.e. mortua, fern. of mortuus 
dead, manus hand (cf. MORTAL, MANUAL); 
the term may be intended as a metaphor for 
'impersonal ownership'. 

MOSSBUNKER 

mortuary m5·.Itju;}ri sb. gift claimed by 
the parson from the estate of a deceased 
parishioner XIV (Wyclif); tobsequies xv; 
dead-house XIX; adj. pert. to burial or death 
xvr. As sb. orig.- AN. mortuarie- medL, 
mortuiirium, n. sg. of mortuiirius (whence the 
Eng. adj.; cf. F. mortuaire), f. mortuus dead; 
see MORTAL, -ARY. 

mosaic rnozei-ik decorative pattern made 
with small coloured pieces of stone, etc. ; 
also adj. XVI. -F. mosaique- It. tmosaico, 
musaico (whence also Sp., Pg. mosaico) 
- rnedL. miisaicus, miisaicus, obscurely f. 
late Gr. mouseion, mousion mosaic work (see 
MUSEUM), whence late L. (opus) miiseum and 
miisivum (cf. ARCHIVE, OLIVE); so L. miiseiii
rius worker in mosaic, late Gr. mousititiir id., 
mous{iima, mous{iisis mosaic work, mousioun 
vb. work in mosaic. t]J OF. had musec, 
music, whence rare ME. musycke XIV. 

Mosaic rnozei-ik pert. to Moses, the founder 
and lawgiver of Israel. XVII. -F. mosaique 
or rnodL. Miisiiicus, f. Moses; see -Ic. 

moselle moze·l dry white wine. XVII. -F. 
name (-G. Mosel, in L. l'Vlosella) of a river 
which joins the Rhine at Coblentz and in 
the neighbourhood of which the wine is 
produced. 

Moslem rno·zlem, Muslim rnA'z-, rnA·slim 
Mohammedan. XVII, -Arab. muslim, active 
pple. of aslama ; see ISLAM. 

mosque mosk Mohammedan temple. XIV 
(moseach, -eak Maund.), XVI (muskay, 
mosquee). The earliest forms are of obscure 
origin ; the present form is a shortening 
(XVII) of mosquee, -F. mosquee- It. moschea 
(whence also G. moschee)- Arab. masgid, 

'local var. of masjid, f. sajada worship. 
t]J There has been much variety of sp., 
together with adoption of other forms, as 
from Sp. mez-, Pg. mesquita, or (direct from 
Arab.) masjid, mosged, muschid. 

mosquito moski'tou kind of gnat (Culex). 
XVI. - Sp., Pg. mosquito (whence F. mousti
que), dim. of mosca:- L. musca fly (see 
MIDGE). 

moss rnos A. (dial.) bog, swamp OE.; B. 
small plant of the class Musci. XIV. OE. 
mos = MLG., MDu. mos bog, moss (Du. 
mas), OHG. mos(G. moos):- Germ. *musam, 
rei. to ON. mosi wk. rn. bog, moss, and 
further to OE. meos, OHG. mios (G. mies) 
moss(:- Germ. *meus- *meuz-), ON. myrr 
MIRE, and outside Germ. to L. muscus, OSI. 
mflchu moss :- IE. *mus-). The application 
in Eng. to the plant may be due to ON. mosi, 
traces of the formal adoption of which as 
mose are found from xn, appear in place
names, and survive in eastern dial. mozy 
mossy (late ME. mosy). Cf. LITMUS. 

mossbunker mo·sbA=I]k;}.I (U.S.) men
haden. XVII (marsbancker), XVIII (mas-). 
- Du. marsbanker, of unkn. origin. 
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MOST 

most moust greatest OE. ; greatest amount 
of XIV; adv. in the greatest degree OE. The 
present form repr. partly OE. mtist, which 
is recorded only from late Nhb., partly a 
modification of ME. mest, OE. mrest, by 
assim. to MO, MORE ; mQst is found in XIII in 
easterly texts (the north. form mtist survives 
dial. in meast, Sc. maist; OE. mast ~ OFris. 
miist, maest, OS. mest (Du. meest), (O)HG. 
meist, ON. mestr, Goth. maists :- CGerm. 
•maistaz, f. base of *maiz Mo+ "'-ista- -EST. 
Hence mo·stLY2 for the most. part. XVI. 
t][ The ordinary OE. mrest continued in 
ME. mest, presumably descended from 
"'miiist (Ch. has meest and moost in rhyme). 

-most moust, ffi;}St suffix forming super!. 
adjs. and advs. ; alt. form of OE. -mest = 
Goth. -umists, which is a combination of 
two Germ. (and IE.) super!. suffixes, viz. 
*-mo-, as in OE. forma first, L. primus first 
(PRIME) and *-isto- -EST. The OE. superls. 
so formed are based mostly on adv.-preps.; 
see AFTERMOST, FOREMOST, HINDMOST, IN
MOST, UTMOST (an exception is midemest 
MIDMOST) ; by analogy, the suffix was added 
to several adjs. of local or temporal meaning, 
e.g. eastmest most easterly, lmtmest latest. 
It became identified in late OE. and ME. 
with mrest, mest, and later with MOST; it was 
added to compars., as furthermost, hinder
most, outermost, uttermost, usu. denoting 
position in place, time, or serial order (an 
exception is bettermost). Cf. -MORE. 

mot mou, limo saying. F. 'word' (whence 
It. MOTTO) :-Galla-Rom. *mottum, alt. of 
L. muttum (not) a word or syllable, rei. to 
(colloq.) muttire MUTTER, murmur. 

mote' mout particle of dust. OE. mot, carr. 
to WFris., Du. mot sawdust, dust of turf {in 
MDu. steenmot, turfmot), of unkn. origin. 
The present form (ME. moot XIV) descends 
from OE. obi. case-forms (matt, repr. the 
uninflected form, survived till xvm). 

mote• mout see MUST. 
motet moute·t part-song; later spec. har

monized vocal composition, esp. for church 
use. XIV. - (O)F. motet, dim. of mot word, 
saying (see MOTTO); cf. medL. motetum, It. 
mottetto, Sp. motete; see -ET. 

moth rna]> insect of the genus Tinea or 
(earlier) its larva OE.; nocturnallepidopter
ous insect XVIII ('those butterflies which fly 
by night, and which the French thence call 
papillons nocturnes, and we vulgarly moths', 
1753 Chambers's 'Cycl. Supp.'). OE. moppe, 
moho e, from the former of which the present 
form descends, from the latter ME. mo;oe, 
mohpe, mou;the, later mought and moath 
(XVI); obscurely rei. to synon. MLG., MDu. 
motte (Du. mot), (M)HG. motte, ON. motti. 

mother1 mA'ii;:)J A. female parent OE.; 
term of address to an elderly woman; applied 
to the B.V.M. XIV; head of community of 
nuns XVII (Sh.). B. twomb XIV; thysteria 
xv. OE. modor = OFris., OS. modar (Du. 
moeder), OHG. muotar (G. mutter), ON. 

MOTTLE 

m6oir :- CGerm. (wanting in Gothic; cf. 
FATHER) •mooar- :- IE. *mtite·r-, whence 
also L. mtiter (cf. MATERNAL), Gr. (Doric) 
mdter, (Attic, Ionic) mher, OS!. mati 
(mater-), Oir. miithir (Ir., Gael. mdtlzair), 
Skr. miitr, mtitdr-, Tokh. mticar. t][ A 
Germ. and IE. term of relationship like 
father, brother, sister, son. Important colloca
tions are: m. country (xvi), after F. terre 
mere; m. earth (xvi), cf. L. Terra Mater, 
taken as a goddess; m. land (xvm); m. tongue 
(XIV, Wyclif}, in which mother is orig. un
inflected g. ; m. wit (xvi), earlier moderis. 
Hence mo·ther vb. be a mother to. XVI. 
Mothering Sunday, Midlent Sunday, so 
called from the custom of going a-mothering 
(xvii), i.e. visiting parents, on that day. 
mo·therLY1 ; OE. mtidorlit. 

mother• mA·ii;:,J tdregs, scum XVI (Elyot); 
(in full m. of vinegar) mucilaginous substance 
produced in vinegar by fermentation XVII 
(Holland). carr. in form and sense to MDu. 
moeder (mod. moer), G. mutter MOTHER', and 
in use to F. mere (de vinaigre) and Sp., It. 
madre ; the orig. notion may have been that 
the substance was a portion of the 'mother' 
or original crude substance which remained 
mixed at first with the refined product. 
So also in mo:ther-of-pea·rl iridescent 
inner layer of shells (xvi), earlier also 
tmother perle, tr. F. tmere perle, carr. to It., 
Sp. madreperla, Du. paarlmoer, G. pert
mutter. 

motif moutH, mou·tif distinctive consti
tuent feature of an artistic composition. 
XIX (Mrs. Jameson). F., 'MOTIVE'. 

motion mou·f;>n action or process of 
moving xv (Lydg.); formal proposition XVI. 
(Several other meanings were formerly 
current.) - (O)F. motion- L. motio(n-), f. 
mo- of movere (motum) MOVE; see -TION and 
cf. commotion, emotion, promotion. Hence 
motion vb. tpropose, move XVI ; make a 
gesture XVIII. motive mou·tiv tmotion, 
proposition XIV (PPI.); that which moves a 
person to act xv (Hoccleve); motif XIX. ME. 
motyf, -yve- (O)F. motif, sb. use of adj. 
- late L. motlvus, whence mo·tive adj. 
XVI; cf. locomotive. So mo·tivATE3 supply 
a motive for or to. XIX (intr. 1863 Lytton); 
after F. motiver. 

motley mO>·tli diversified in colour XIV; 
sb. tvaricoloured fabric XIV (Ch.); parti
coloured dress of a jester XVI (Sh.). Late 
ME. mottelay, -ley, perh.- AN. *motete, f." 
MOTE1 (but the formation remains obscure). 

motor mou·t;:,J agent or force producing 
motion XVI; machine supplying motive 
power XIX. - L. motor (rare, Martial) 
mover, later in philos. use, f. mot-, movere; 
see -oR1 ; prob. partly after F. moteur. 
Hence vb. drive an automobile, whence 
mo•toriST. XIX. mo•torWAY XX. 

mottle mOJ•tl surface variegated with spots; 
so vb. and ppl. adj. mottled. XVII. prob. 
back-formation from MOTLEY. 
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MOTTO 

motto m<>·tou orig. word or phrase attached 
to an emblematic design. XVI. - It. motto 
(see MOT). 

motu proprio mou·tjii pm·priou papal re
script the terms of which are decided by the 
pope himself. XIX. L., 'by one's own motion', 
abl. of motus motion, proprius PROPER. 

mouffion mii·fl<>n wild sheep Ovis musi
mon. XVIII (Goldsmith). -F. moujlon 
(Buffon) - It. mujlone- Rom. *'mufro(n-). 

mouille muje (phonetics) palatalized, 
fronted. xrx. F., pp. of mouiller moisten, 
make 'liquid' :- Rom. *'mollitire, f. L. mollis 
soft (cf. MOLLIFY). 

moujik, muzhik mii·3ik Russian peasant. 
xvr (mousick, musick). - Russ. muzhik. 

mould', U.S. mold. mould (dial.) friable 
earth, surface soil; (poet.) earth of the grave; 
the earth's surface OE.; garden soil xrv. 
OE. molde = OFris. molde, (M)Du. moude, 
OHG. molta, ON. mold, Goth. mulda :
CGerm. *'moldo, *'muldo, f. *'mul- (*'mel
•mal-) pulverize, grind (cf. OE. myl, MDu. 
mul, mol dust, and MEAL1). 

mould2 mould (dial.) top of the head, 
fontanelle. OE. molda, -e = MDu. moude, 
rei. to Skr. miirdhdn highest point, head, 
Gr. blothr6s tall, f. IE. m!dh-. 

mould", U.S. mold mould A. native 
character XIII; (bodily) form XVI; B. pattern 
or matrix by which a thing is shaped XIV. 
Presumably metathetic alt. of OF. modle 
(whence modF. moule, Sp. molde; cf. Pr. 
motle, It. modano) - L. MODULUS. Hence 
mould vb. xv. 

mould4, U.S. mold mould woolly or furry 
growth consisting of minute fungi. xv. 
prob. developed from tmould, tmouled, pp. 
of tmoule, earlier tmuwle (AncrR.) grow 
mouldy- ON. *'mugla, rei. to synon. ON. 
mygla. Hence mou·ldY1 • xrv (Trevisa). 

moulder, U.S. molder mou·lda~ crumble 
to dust, XVI. poss. f. MOULD1 +-ER4 ; but 
adoption from Scand. is more likely (cf. 
Norw. dial. muldra crumble. mouldwarp 
mou·ldw5~p (dial.) mole (Talpa). xrv. prob. 
.,.. MLG. moldewerp (whence Da. muldvarp) 
= OHG. multwurj, WGerm. comp. of 
*'moldo MOULD1 and *'warp- throw, WARP. 

moult, U.S. molt moult (of feathers) be 
shed in the change of plumage xrv (Rolle); 
shed (feathers) XV. ME. moute, mowte,!ater 
molt (xvr), moult (xvu); repr. OE. *'miitian 
(as in miitung, bimiitian exchange) = MLG., 
MDu. miiten change, moult, OHG. mii:{:{On 
(G. mause(r)n; cf. Du. muit cage for moult
ing birds); CWGerm. - L. miitiire change 
(see MUTATION). The intrusion of l before t 
(whence the present sp.-pronunc.) resem
bles that in assault, fault. Cf. ~w2• 

mound1 maund tworld XIII; orb intended 
to rep::esent the globe xvr. - (O)F. monde = 
Sp. mundo, It. mondo :- L. mundus world 
(see MUNDANE). 

MOUSSE 

mound• maund (dial.) hedge, fence; em
bankment XVI; artificial elevation of earth 
or stones, tumulus XVIII (Pope). perh. f. the 
somewhat earlier mound vb. enclose with a 
fence, but the origin of this is unknown. 

mount1 maunt mountain, hill OE.; tearth
work; tmound. XVI. OE. munt, reinforced 
in ME. from (O)F. mont = Sp., It. monte:
L. montem, mons (cf. EMINENT). 

mount• maunt go upwards, ascend, rise 
(Ch., PPI., Gower); cause to ascend, etc., 
set in position xvr. -OF. munter, (also mod.) 
monter = Pr., Sp. montar, It. montare :
Rom. *'monttire, f. mont- MOUNT1 ; for the 
sense cf. F. amont uphill, upstream, and 
AMOUNT, with which mount was synon. XIV
XVIII. Hence mount sb. tamount XIV; 
mounting xv; fitting, setting; ridden animal 
XIX (for these two senses cf. F. monture). 

mountain mau·ntin hill of notable height. 
XIII (La3.). -OF. montaigne (mod. -agne) = 
Pr., Pg. montanha, Sp. montana, It. montagna 
:- Rom. *'monttinia or -ea, fern. sg. or n. pl. 
(quasi 'mountainous region') of adj. "'montti
nius, -eus, f. L. mont-, mons MOUNT1 ; see -AN. 
Hence mountainEE·R1 XVII (Sh.); super
seded tmountainer. mou·ntainous. xv 
(rare before xvn); partly after F. montagneux 
( = Sp. montafioso, etc.). 

mountebank mau·ntibreiJk itinerant quack, 
juggler, etc., appearing on a platform; 
charlatan. xvr. -It. montambanco, montim
banco, for monta in banco 'mount (imper.) on 
bench'; see MOUNT, BANK (cf. rare OF. 
montenbancque ). 

mourn m5a~n, mua~n feel sorrow (for) 
OE.; lament (a death, someone dead) XIII, 
OE. murnan pt. str. mearn, murnon, wk. 
murnde, corr. to OS. mornon, mornian, OHG. 
mornen be anxious, ON. morna pine away, 
Goth. maurnan be anxious; pro b. to be re
ferred to IE. *'(s)mer-, repr. by Skr. smdrati, 
Av. maraiti reflect, Gr. merimna care, sorrow, 
mermeros anxious, L. memor mindful (see 
MEMORY). Hence mournFUL1 • XVI. 

mournival m;>a·~nival set of four aces or 
court cards in one hand. XVI (mornyfle) • 
- F. mornijle in that sense XVI, (now) slap, 
taunt, the form of which suggests connexion 
with words meaning 'sniff', as dial. F. mor
nijlan sniffing, F. renijler snuffle. 

mouse maus, pl. mice mais small rodent 
(Mus). OE. miis, pl. mys = OFris., OS., 
OHG. miis (Du. muis, G. maus), ON. mzis; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) and IE. *'miis- is repr. 
also by L. miis, Gr. mus, OS!. myfi, Skr. 
miif- ; f. a base identical with one meaning 
'steal, rob'. Cf. MUSCLE. Hence mouse vb. 
mauz. XIII. mou·sER1 mau·za~, -sa~. OE. 
miisere mouse-hawk. 

mousquetaire musk~ter one of the soldiers 
of the French king's household troops. 
XVIII. See MUSKETEER. 

mousse miis frothy dish. xrx. F., 'moss', 
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MOUSTACHE 

moustache mO.stii·J hair on the upper lip. 
XVI. -F. moustache- It. mostaccio MUSTACHIO. 

mouth maup cavity in the head used for 
eating and speaking. OE. miip ~ OFris. 
mzith, later mund, OS. muth, mund (Du. 
mond), (O)HG. mund, ON. munnr, muiJr, 
Goth. munps :- CGerm. *mun}Jaz (for the 
loss of n in OE., etc., cf. FIVE, OTHER, TOOTH, 
UNCOUTH) :-IE. *m~ztos, corr. to L. mentum 
chin (cf. MENTAL 2). Hence mouth vb. 
mauti. XIII (Cursor M.). 

mouton mii·t;m (hist.) F. gold coin bearing 
the figure of the Lamb of God. XIV (PPI.). 
- OF. motoun sheep (MUTTON). 

move miiv change the position of, or one's 
position; aff.:ct, stir, prompt. XIII. -AN. 
mover= OF. moveir (mod. mouvoir) = Pr., 
Sp. mover, It. muovere :- L. movere, pt. 
movi, pp. m6tus (cf. MOBILE, MOMENT, MO
TION, etc.), f. IE. base *mou- *meu- *mu
(with other reprs. in Skr., Gr., and Lith.). 
Equally common from XIII to XVI was the 
var. meve, meeve, earlier meove, moeve, de
rived from the OF. forms with radical stress, 
e.g. 3rd pl. pres. ind. moevent (mod. meu
vent) :- L. movent (contrast moveir, mouvoi1· 
:- L. movtre) j cf. PEOPLE, preve PROVE. 
Hence move sb. (xv), xvu. So mov(e)ABLE 
mii·v;:,bl. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). -OF. movable. 
mo·veMENT. XIV (not evidenced after Ch., 
Gower, and Sir G. Haye, till late XVII, when, 
and later, it appears in various techn. uses). 
- (O)F. mouvement- medL. movimentum. 

mow1 mau stack of hay, corn, etc. OE. 
muga, miiha, muz~·a, corr. to ON. mzigi swath, 
(also mtigr) crowd, and so in comp. almzige, 
abmigr (Sw. allmoge, Da. almue) common 
people, of unkn. origin. 

mow 2 mou cut down (grass, etc.) with 
scythe or machine. OE. miiwan, pt. *meozv 
(whence ME. and dial. mew, superseded 
gen. by mowed), pp. miiwen (whence mo?vn; 
mo2ved from XVI); CWGerm. vb., in other 
langs. weak, repr. by OFris. mea, MDu. 
maeien (Du. maaien), OHG. miien (G. mii
hen), f. *mii!- (see MEAD1). 

mow• mau, mou (arch., dial.) grimace. XIV. 
prob.- OF. moe, (also mod.) moue tmouth, 
tlip, pouting; otherwise- MDu. mouwe, 
which may be the source of the OF. word. 
Hence vb. xv (Lydg.). 

Mozarabic mouzre·mbik epithet of the 
ancient ritual of the church in Spain, pro b. 
so called from being used by the l\fozarabs 
after being disused by others. XVIII. f. Sp. 
Niozarabe (in medL. pl. Mozarabes)- Arab. 
musta'rib, active pp. of desiderative conjuga
tion f. 'arab ARAB; see -IC. 

moz(z)etta moze·t;:, (eccl.) cape with a 
hood. XVIII. It., dim. of mozza (see AMICE). 

mpret Albanian title of ruler. - L. imperii
tor EMPEROR. 

MUDDLE 

Mr as a title orig. abbrev. of lVlaster 
xv; fin r6th and 17th cent. used gen. 
for MASTER, as in 1\Ir of Arts, Mr Gunner; 
its present oral equiv. is MISTER2

• 

much mAtJ fgreat (surviving in place
names, as M. Wenlock); great amount of 
XIII; adv. greatly; sb. great deal XIV. ME. 
rnuche, moche (with vars. miche, meche), 
shortening of rnuchel, mochel, repr. late OE. 
myt-'el, var. of mit-'el; for the development of 
ii to A cf. blush, crutch, cudgel, rush, such, 
thrush ; the loss of l may have been furthered 
by the relation of lut to lute[ LITTLE, but for 
the loss of l after ch cf. wenchel WENCH. 
OE. micel = OS. mikil, OHG. rnichil, ON. 
mikill ( cf. MICKLE), Goth. mikils; CGerm. 
deriv. of IE. *meg-, repr. by L. magnus (cf. 
MAGISTRATE, MAGNATE, MAGNITUDE, MAJOR, 
MASTER), Gr. megas (see MEGA-, MEGALO-), 
Skr. mahii- great (see MAHARAJAH, MAHAT
MA), majmdn greatness, Toch. miika-, miik-; 
cf. ON. mjQk much, very ( :- *meku-). Hence 
mu·chLY 2 • XVII (in XIX a "new joe. forma
tion). mu·chNESS. XIV (m. of a muchness 
XVIII). 

mucilage mjii·silid3 viscous fluid XIV; 
gummy secretion XVII; (U.S.) adhesive gum 
XIX. - (O)F. mucilage -late L. miiciliigo, 
-iigin- musty juice, f. mucus Mucus. Hence 
mucilaginous -re·d3in;}s, xvu. 

muck1 m,\k dung XIII; dirt, filth XIV. prob. 
of Scand. origin (the earliest ME. exx. are 
from eastern areas) and- fonns rei. to ON. 
myki, mykr dung, Da. mog, tmwgh, mug, 
mog, mek, Norw. myk, f. Germ. *muk
*meuk- soft (see MEEK), poss. repr. in rare 
OE. hlos (pigsty) moe. 

muck2 nlAk in nm a muck (runs an Indian 
muck, Dryden). XVII. Second syll. of 
AMUCK, wrongly taken to be a sb. preceded 
by A1 • 

muckender rnA· kind;:,J (dial.) handkerchief. 
xv. prob. - s.w. dial. equiv. of F. mouchoir, 
f. moucher clear the nose :- popL. *muc
ciire ; for the intrusive n cf. colander. 

mucus mjii·k;:,s viscid or slimy substance. 
xvn. - L. mucus, also muccus mucus of the 
nose, rei. to synon. Gr. mtixa, mtisscsthai blow 
the nose, muktir nose, nostril (f. *muk-), also 
L. eJmungere wipe the nose. So mu·cous. 
XVII. - L. macosus; cf. F. muqueux. 

mud mAd wet and soft earth. XIV. prob. 
- MLG. mudde (LG. mudde, mod, mode, 
miide; cf. Du. madden dabble in mud), 
l\IIHG. mot (G. dial. mott) bog, bog-earth, 
peat; an extended form of the base is shown 
in MLG., Du. madder mud (whence G. 
moder), MHG. moter (G. dial. motter). 
Hence mu·ddY1• xvr. mu·dLARK grubber 
or worker in dirty places XVIII; joe. forma
tion after skylark. 

muddle rru:dl twallow in mud; make 
muddy, (hence) confuse. XVII. perh. -lVIDu. 
moddelen, frequent. of madden; see MUD, 
-LE3

• 
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MUEZZIN 

muezzin mue·zin in Mohammedan coun
tries, public crier who proclaims the hours 
of prayer. xvr. - dial. var. (with zz) of 
-Arab. muaaoin, active pple. of aMana, 
frequent. of aoana proclaim, f. uon ear. 

muff1 mAf cylindrical covering for the 
hands. XVI (B. Jonson). - Du. mof, shorten
ing of MDu. moffel, mujfel (corr. to F. 
moujle, It. mufla)- medL. muff(u)la, ofunkn. 
origin. 

muff2 m.Af awkward person at sport, (gen.) 
duffer. XIX (Dickens). Ofunkn. origin. Cf. 
WFlem. moef, of similar meaning. Hence 
vb. make a muddle of. 

muffin mA·fin (dial.) wheat- or oat-cake; 
flat spongy cake eaten toasted and buttered. 
xvnr. Ofunkn.origin; perh. cf. OF. moufflet 
soft (bread). Hence muffinEE·R'. XIX. 

muffie1 InA'fl wrap up, as in a cloth xv; 
tblindfold, stifle XVI; deaden the sound of 
XVIII. perh. aphetic of OF. *amoufler, en
moujler, f. en- EN-+moujle thick glove (cf. 
MUFF1). Hence mu•ffiER1 scarf. XVI. 

muffie 2 InA·fl thick part of upper lip and 
nose (of beasts). xvu (Holland). - F. mujle, 
of unkn. origin. 

mufti nM·fti Mohammedan priest or ex
pounder of the law; in Turkey, official head 
of the state religion. XVI. - Arab. mufti, 
active pple. of aftti give a fetwa or decision 
on law. The sense 'plain clothes' )('uniform' 
(xix) may be a joe. application of this, orig. 
with allusion to dressing-gown, smoking
cap, and slippers as suggesting the costume 
of a mufti on the stage. 

mug1 InAg (dial.) pot, jug XVI; cylindrical 
drinking-vessel XVII. pro b. of Scand. origin 
(cf. Norw. mugge, Sw. mugg pitcher with 
handle, of uncertain connexions). 

mug 2 mAg (sl.) face. XVIII. prob. transf. 
use of prec., drinking-mugs being freq. 
made to represent a grotesque face. 

mug3 mAg (sl.) simpleton, duffer. XIX. 
perh. transf. use of MUG 2 with ref. to stupid 
looks. Hence synon. mu·ggins, prob. by 
assoc. with the surname Muggins. 

muggy mA·gi (dial.) moist, damp; (of 
weather) damp and close. XVIII. f. dial. mug 
sb. mist, drizzle, dull weather (XVIII) or 
mug vb. drizzle (xiv)+-Y1 ; ult. of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. mugga mist, drizzle, Norw., 
Sw. dial. mugg mould, mildew, prob. rei. to 
MUCUS). 

mugwort mA·gw;'i.It plant Artemisia vul
garis. OE. mucgwyrt, f. base of MIDGE+ 
WORT. 

mugwump mA·gwAmp (U.S.) great man, 
boss; one who holds aloof from party poli
tics. XIX. -Natick (Aigonkin) mugquomp 
great chief. 

MUI.LEIN 

mulatto mjuhe·tou offspring of a European 
and a Negro. XVI (mulatow). - Sp., Pg. 
mulato young mule, (hence) one of mixed 
race, obscurely f. mula MULE1 ; whence F. 
muldtre (assim. to -atre -ASTER), It. mulatto. 

mulberry IlL\· lbari tree of the genus Morus. 
XIV. OE. morberie, *murberie (cf. mzirbeam 
mulberry tree), ME. murberie (XIII), corr. to 
Du. moerbezie, OHG. mar-, miirberi (MHG. 
mulber, G. maulbee1·e); f. *mar-L. nzorum 
mulberry, moru.s mulberry-tree (perh. of 
Mediterranean origin)+BERRY; the dis
similation of r .. r to l .. r, parallel to that 
in MHG. and giving the present form, is 
evidenced xrv (Trevisa). 

mulch, mulsh mAlJ half-rotten straw. 
XVII. sb. use of mulsh adj. (xv) soft, (dial.) 
of 'soft' weather, rei. to (dial.) melsh mellow, 
soft, mild (XIV melch, melissche, Trevisa) :
OE. mel(i)sc, mil(i)sc, mylsc, f. *mel- *mul
(see -ISH1), whence also MHG. molwic, G. 
mollig, mollecht, molsch, mulsch soft, OHG. 
molawen be soft, cogn. with L. mol/is tender 
(cf. MOLLIFY). 

mulct InAlkt inflict a fine on. xv (multe). 
-F. tmulter, mulcter- L. mulctiire, prop. 
multare, f. mulcta, multa (whence mulct sb. 
XVI), a purely Italic word. 

mule mjul offspring of he-ass and mare 
(also pop. hinny) XIII (RGlouc.); transf. of 
various hybrids, e.g. spinning machine con
sisting of a combination of Arkwright's 
warping machine and Hargrave's woof 
machine XVIII. - OF. mul m., (also mod.) 
mule fern. = Pr. mul, mula, Sp., It. mula, 
mula :- L. miilu-s m., miila fern., prob. of 
Mediterranean origin, the ass not having a 
CIE. name. C][ OE. mal, which would have 
given *mow!, was prob. inherited from a 
CGerm. adoption from L.; cf. l\1LG., 
OHG. mzil (Du. muil, G. maul, now in 
comps. maulesel, -pferd, -tier), ON. mztll. 
So muletEER1 mjulitia·.I mule-driver. XVI. 
-F. muletier, f. mulet, f. OF. mul (which it 
superseded); see -ET, -EER1• 

mull1 mAl promontory. XIV. In Gael. 
maol; in Ice!. muli, perh. identical with muli 
snout = OHG. mill (G. maul) snout. 

mull 2 mAl make (wine, beer, etc.) into a hot 
drink with sugar, spices, etc. XVII (mulled 
sack). Of unkn. origin. 

mull" nL\l (sl.) muddle, mess. XIX. perh. 
f. (dial.) mull pulverize, crumble (xv), f. 
mzdl dust, ashes (xiv)- (M)Du. mul, mol 
(see MULLOCK). 

mullah mda , Mohammedan theologian. 
XVII. - Pers., Turk., Urdu mullti- Arab. 
maul a. 

mullein mA·lln plant of the genus Verbas
cum (having woolly leaves and yellow 
flowers). xv. - OF. moleine (mod. molime) 
- Gaulish *melena (melinus 'color nigrus') 
sb. fern., corr. to Breton melen, W. melyn 
yellowish (cf. Gr. nu!ltis, melaina black; see 
MELAN-). 
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MULLET 

mullet1 n1A·lit fish of the genera Mullus 
and Mugil. xv (molet). -OF. mulet, dim. 
f. L. mullus red mullet- Gr. mzillos, rei. to 
melds black (cf. prec.). 

mullet• ll1A·lit (her.) five-pointed star. xrv. 
-AN. molet, (O)F. molette rowel, dim. of 
meule millstone:- L. mola (see MILL1). The 
orig. form was perh. pierced to represent a 
spur-rowel. 

mulligatawny mA:ligat5·ni Indian highly
seasoned soup. XVIII. - Tamil milagutannir 
'pepper-water' (Yule). 

mulligrubs lllA·ligrAbz state or fit of de
pression; (later) colic. XVI (mulliegrums, 
Nashe). Fanciful formation perh. based on 
mully dusty, powdery (xvr), f. (with -Y1) 

mull (see MULL3) and GRUB; but the early 
form mulliegrums is perh. reminiscent of 
grumble. 

mullion ll1A"ljan (archit.) vertical bar divid
ing the lights of a window. XVI. Metathetic 
alt. of ME. munial, MONIAL, as the con temp. 
mu·nnion is an assim. form (n •. l ton . . n). 

mullock ll1A"Iak (dial.) rubbish, refuse XIV; 
(Austral.) rock not containing gold XIX. f. 
dial. mull (xrv) dust, ashes, rubbish, rei. to 
OE. myl dust, cogn. with (M)Du. mul, mol, 
ON. mali crumb, my!Ja crush, f. *mul- (cf. 
MULL3 , MEAL) j see -OCK. 

multi- ll1Alti comb. form ofL. multusmuch, 
many, esp. in parasynthetic comps. such as 
multicaulis many-stalked; the earliest in 
Eng. are multifo·rmity, multi·loquy (xvr) 
talkativeness, multifarious -fEa·rias (XVII) 
many and various (L. -ftiriam adv.), and the 
el. becomes prolific later, esp. in techn. use, 
e.g. multila·teral, multino·mial (after 
BINOMIAL) XVII; an ex. of the gen. use is 
mu:ltiMILLIONAl"RE (r8s8 0. W. Holmes). 

multiple ll1A·ltipl consisting of many ele
ments. XVII. - F. multiple- late L. multi
plus, f. multus (see prec.); cf. duplus DOUBLE. 
So mu·lti·PLEX. XVI (Recorde, Billingsley). 
L. (cf. -FOLD). multipli·crTY. xvr. -late L. 
mu·ltiply cause to be much, many, or 
more ; also intr. XIII. - ( 0) F. multiplier 
- L. multipliclire, f. multiplic-, MULTIPLEX. 
mu:ltipliCA"TION. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 
multiTuDE ll1A·ltitjud great number. xrv. 
- (O)F.- L. multitu·dinous. XVII. 

multure mA·ltJaJ, -tjuaJ tollofgraincarried 
or flour made. XIII. -OF. molture, moulture 
(mod. mouture) :- medL. molitura, f. molit-, 
pp. stem of molere grind; see MILL', -URE. 

mum1 mAm tinarticulate sound made with 
closed lips; command to be silent or secret. 
xrv. imit.; cf. MLG. mummen, Du. mommen. 

mum2 mAm (hist.) beer orig. brewed in 
Brunswick, Germany. XVII. -G. mumme, 
said by Adelung to have been named (1489) 
after Christian Mumme, a brewer of Bruns
wick, Germany. 

mum 3 see MUMMY 2• 

MUN 

mumble ll1A"mbl eat as with toothless 
gums; speak indistinctly. XIV. ME. momele, 
frequent. formation on MUM1 ; see -LE3 ; cf. 
LG. mummelen, Du. mommelen, mummelen, 
G. mummeln, Sw. mumla, Da. mumle, and 
ME. mamele mutter, chatter (corr. formally 
to OHG. mammalon stammer). Cf. MUMP. 

mumbo-jumbo ll1A:mboud3A·mbou gro
tesque idol said to have been worshipped by 
African negroes; (trans£.) object of unintelli
gent veneration. XVIII. Of unlm. origin. 

mumchance lllA·mtJims tdicing game; 
tmasquerade XVI; (dial.) one who acts in 
dumb show, dummy XVII; adj. silent XVII. 
- MLG. mummenschanze, -scanze, -kanze 
game of dice, masked serenade ( = MDu. 
mommecanse), f. mummen (see MUMMER)+ 
schanz- (O)F. chance CHANCE. 

mummer mA·maJ tmutterer xv; actor 
(tin dumb show) in a Christmas play XVI. 
-OF. momeur, f. morner act in dumb show, 
rei. to mornon mask, Sp. momo grimace; perh. 
of Germ. origin ( cf. MDu. momme, Du. mom 
mask, :.YILG. mummen mask, disguise); see 
-ER2 • So mu·mmERY mummer's perform
ance; play-acting. XVI. - OF. mommerie 
(mod. momerie); whence Sp. momeria, Du. 
mommaij, G. mummerei. mu·mmiNG1• xv. 
«:![ The relative chronology of this group is 
obscure. 

mummy1 mA·mi tmedicinal preparation 
of the substance of mummies, unctuous 
liquid XIV; tsovereign remedy, etc. xvr; 
body embalmed for burial XVII. - (O)F. 
momie, tmumie ( = Sp. momia, It. mommia) 
- medL. mumia - Arab. miimiyti embalmed 
body, f. miim wax (used in embalming). 
Hence mu·mmiFY. XVII; after F. momifier. 

mummy2 ll1A ·mi nursery variety of MAMMY 
(s.v. MAM). XIX. Also mum. 

mump ll1Amp tgrimace; (pl.) swelling of 
the parotid and salivary glands in the neck 
(with ref. to the appearance produced). XVI. 
So mump vb. mumble, grimace, munch, 
sulk. XVI. Symbolic repr. of the movement 
of the lips in muttering and mumbling or 
chewing. Cf. Ice!. mumpa take into the 
mouth, eat greedily, mumpaskrelur grimace 
with the mouth, Du. mompen, mornpelen 
mumble in utterance, G. mumpfeln, -en 
mumble in eating. 

mumpsimus ll1A·mpsimas tobstinate ad
herent to old ways; tradition bigotedly 
adhered to. xvr. In allusion to the story 
r.elated in Richard Pace 'De Fructu' (1517) 
p. So of an illiterate English priest, who, 
when corrected for reading 'quod in ore 
mumpsimus' (for 'sumpsimus'-what we 
have taken with our mouths) in the post
communion of the mass, replied 'I will not 
chang~ my, old mumpsimus for your new 
sumps1mus. 

mun mAn, man (dial.) must. xn (Orm). 
-ON. muna, f. the base of MIND; the var. 
man of the pres. sg. gave dial. maun. 



MUNCH 

munch =tJ chew steadily. XIV (Ch.). 
imit. ; cf. cnmch, scrunch. 

muudane IDA"ndein worldly, earthly xv; 
cosmic XVII. orig. mondaine- (O)F. mondain 
- late L. mundiinus (as sb. in Cicero), f. 
mundus world, (earlier) universe of celestial 
bodies, spec. use of mundus personal adorn
ment, after Gr. k6smos (see cosMETIC, cos
MOS). Later assim. to L. (see -ANE1). 

mungo1 IDA"l)gou tmongoose; m. root, plant 
Ophiorhiza Mungo. XVIII. var. of mungos, 
MONGOOSE; ace. to KlEmpfer, 'Amrenitates 
Exoticle', 1712, p. 574, the Portuguese called 
the animal mungo and the plant raje mungo 
'mungo root'. 

muugo 2 IDA"l)gou superior kind of shoddy 
(of Yorkshire origin). XIX. perh. a use of 
Sc. Christian name Mungo, in Yorkshire 
often applied to dogs, with allusion to mung, 
mong mixture. 

muugoose see MONGOOSE. 

municipal mjuni·sipal tpert. to the internal 
affairs of a state; pert. to local self-govern
ment, esp. of a town. XVI. - L. municiptilis, 
f. municipium Roman city of which the inha
bitants had Roman citizenship, f. milnicip-, 
-ceps, f. miinia civic offi.ces+capere take (cf. 
HEAVE). So municipa·lrTY. XVIII. -F. 

munificent mjuni-fisant splendidly gener
ous. XVI. f. L. munificent- (cf. BENEFICENT, 
MAGNIFICENT), used as stem of milnificus, f. 
milnllS office, duty (cf. MUNICIPAL), gift:
*moinos, f. *moi- *mei *mi-; see COMMON, 
IMMUNE, MIGRATE, MUTABLE, and -ENT. So 
muni·fiCENCE, t-ENCY. XVI. 

muniment mjii·nimant document pre
served as evidence of rights or privileges. 
xv. - (O)F. muniment- L. milnfmentum (in 
medL.) title-deed, f. munfre fortify, secure, 
earlier mcenire, f. mcenia walls, ramparts, rei. 
to miirus, mcerus wall; see MURAL, -MENT. 

munition mjuni·J:m tfortification; AM
MUNITION (q.v.). XVI. - (O)F. munition- L. 
munitio(n-), f. miinit-, miinire; see prec. and 
-ITION. 

munnion IDA·njan (see MULLION). XVI. 

munshi see MOONSHEE. 

muntjak IDA·ntd3lek small Asiatic deer. 
XVIII. - Sunda minchek. 

mural mjua·ral pert. to a wall; (of a crown) 
embattled. XVI. - (O)F. mural (coronne 
murail mural crown)- L. miiriilis, f. nuirus, 
earlier mcerus, moiros wall; see MUNIMENT, 
-AL1• So sb. twall xv; wall-painting xx. 

murder ma·.Ida.I criminal homicide. OE. 
morjJor (ME. morjJre, mur]>re) = Goth. 
maur]>r :-Germ. *mur]>ram, f. IE. *mrt
(see MORTAL), repr. also by Germ. *mortam 
(whence OE., OS., ON. mori'J, (O)HG. mord, 
Du. moord); reinforced in ME. by OF. mur
dre (mod. meurtre) - Germ., whence the 
establishment of the forms with u and d. So 

MUSCAT 

mu·rder vb. XIII (morjJren, murjJren), prob. 
f. the sb., there being no clear repr. in ME. 
of the mutated OE. vb. (a-, for-, of-) myr
jJrian exc. Orm's mirrjJrenn. mu·rderER. 
xm (Cursor M.). partly f. the vb., partly
AN. murdreour. 

murex mjua·reks shell-fish yielding a 
purple dye. XVI. - L. miirex, pl. miirices, 
perh. rei. to Gr. mziax sea-mussel. 

muriatic mjuarile·tik tpert. to brine; 
'marine' (acid), hydrochloric. XVII. - L. 
muriaticus, f. muria brine (the acid, 'spirits 
of salt', being obtained by heating salt with 
sulphuric acid); see -ATIC. 

muricate mjua·rikeit furnished with sharp 
points. XVII. - L. milricatus, f. miiric-, 
MUREX; see -ATE 2• 

murk, mirk ma.Ik (dial.) darkness. xnr. 
So adj. dark XIII (Havelok). The ME. evi
dence points to Scand. origin (ON. myrkr 
sb. and adj. = OS. mirki adj.) rather than 
to OE. mirce, though this may have pre
served k of an original *kw, as in ]>icctJ 
THICK. Hence mu·rkv1. XIV (R. Rolle). 
No cogns. are known outside Germanic. 

murmur ma·Jma.I subdued continuous 
sound XIV (Maund.) ; inarticulate complain
ing XIV (Ch.); softly spoken word(s) xvu. 
- (O)F. murmure or L. murmur n:mbling 
noise, murmur, rei. to vb. murmur tire (whence 
(O)F. murmurer, Eng. vb. XIV), corr. to Gr. 
mormarein, Skr. marmaras noisy, and with 
variation OHG. murmuron, -ulan (G. mur
meln), Du. murmelen burble, Lith. murmeti, 
murmenti; redupl. f. imit. base (cf. Du. 
morren murmur, complain). 

murphy ma·.rfi (sl.) potato. XIX. f. the 
common Ir. surname Murphy, with allusion 
to the potato being a staple article of food 
of the Irish peasant. Cf. synon. donovan. 

murrain IDA"rin tplague XIV (R. Rolle); 
infectious disease of cattle xv. -AN. moryn, 
(O)F. marine, tmoraine, f. stem of mourir, 
tmorir :- Rom. *morire, for L. mori die (see 
MORTAL); the F. suffix is that of ruine RUIN. 

murrey IDA·ri (arch.) purple-red. - OF. 
more adj. and sb., moree sb. - medL. mora
tum, -tita, f. L. morum MULBERRY; see -v•. 

murrhine mA·rain (Roman antiq.) pert. to 
murra IDA·ra fine earth of which precious 
vases, etc., were made. XVI. - L. murr(h)i
nus, f. murra; see -INE1• 

musa mjii·za plantain or banana tree. XVI. 
- modL. - Arab. mauzal;z. 

muscat IDA·sklEt strong sweet wine (xvi) 
from the grape so called (XVII). - (O)F. 
muscat- Pr. muscat, f. muse MUSK; see -ATE1

• 

So muscatel, muskadel IDAsbte·l, -de·l 
in the same senses (XIV and XVI). -OF. 
muscadel, -tel ( cf. It. -della, -tello, Sp., Pg. 
-tel); and muscadine IDA·skadain (xvr and 
XVII) respectively, of doubtful origin. 
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MUSCLE 

muscle mA·sl contractile fibrous bundle 
producing movement in an animal body. 
XVI. - (O)F. muscle- L. musculus, dim. of 
mils MOUSE, the form and movements of 
some muscles suggesting those of a mouse 
(cf. L. lacertus lizard, upper arm muscle, F. 
souris mouse, muscle, Gr. mils mouse, fleshy 
part, OS!. mysica arm, Skr. mufkd- scrotum, 
pudendum muliebre); sp. with -sk(e)l- sur
vived till XVIII; cf. MUSSEL. So muscut.\R 
IDA·skjul;,~. xvn. -modL.; cf. F. musculaire. 
mu·sculo-, comb. form of L. musculus, as in 
mU' sculo-arterial (Coleridge). 

muscology IDAsb·h=~d3i bryology. XIX. 
- modL. muscologia, f. L. muscus MOSS; see 
-LOGY. 

muscovado IDAskova·dou unrefined sugar. 
XVII. - Sp. (azucar) mascabado; cf. F. 
moscouade, tmascovade. 

Muscovy mA·sbvi (arch.) Russia. XVI. -
F. lvluscovie, tMoscovie- modL. Moscovia 
(see -IA1), f. Russ. 1\loskvd Moscow. So 
Mu·scoviTE Russian. XVI. - modL.; so F. 
lvlosco·vite. 

muse1 mjiiz be absorbed in thought. XIV 
(Ayenbite). - (O)F. muser tmeditate, waste 
time, trifle = Pr. musar, It. musare stare 
vacantly, idle, loiter:- Rom. *musiire, pre
sumably rei. to medL. mz7sum (see MUZZLE), 
but the sense-development is not obvious. 
Cf. AMUSE. 

Muse, muse2 mjiiz goddess inspiring learn
ing and the arts; a poet's inspiring goddess. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. muse or L. milsa- Gr. 
mousa. Cf. MUSEUM, Mt:SIC. 

museum mjuzi·;,m tbuilding devoted to 
learning and the arts (regarded as 'a home 
of the Muses'); building for exhibition of 
objects of art or science (first applied to ·~Ir. 
Ashrnole's Museum at Oxford'). XVII. - L. 
mzlsi!um library, study- Gr. mouse/on seat of 
the l\;Iuses, sb. use of n. of mousefos, f. moiisa 
Mt:SE1 ; the sp. with <E was freq. XVII-XVIII. 
(jJ Of CEur. range. 

mush1 mAJ (K.-Amer.) porridge made with 
meal XVII; (f. the vb.) pulpy mess or sub
stance XIX. prob. symbolic alt. of MASH. So 
as vb. XVIII. Hence mu·shY1 XIX. 

mush2 mAJ (sl.) umbrella, short for MUSH
ROOM. XIX. 

musha IDA·J;~ Ir. excl. of strong feeling. XIX. 
- Ir. muise, var. of mdiseadh, i.e. md if, is is, 
eadh it. 

mushroom m.\·Jrum umbrella-shapedfun
gus. XY. Late ME. musseroun, musheron, by 
assim. musherom (XVI)- (O)F. mousseron 
-late L. mussirio(n-) (Anthimus). Hence as 
vb. XVIII (once, trans.), XIX (intr.). 

music mju:zik art of combining sounds in 
a certain order for lesthetic effect XIII ; 
sounds in melodic or harmonic combination 
XIV (Ch.); company of musicians, band XVI; 

MUST 

musical score XVII. - (O)F. musique- L. 
milsica - Gr. mousikif, sb. use (sc. tekhne art) 
of fern. of mousik6s pert. to a Muse or the 
Muses, concerning the arts, poetry, litera
ture, f. rnousa MUSE1• (jJ Of CEur. range. 
So mu·sicAL1 pert. to music. xv (Lydg.). 
- (O)F.- medL. musi·crAN. XIV (-ien). 
- (O)F., f. musique. 

musk mAsk odoriferous substance secreted 
by the musk-deer (Moschus moschiferus). 
XIV (Trevisa). -late L. muscus (Jerome) 
- Pers. rnushk, perh. - Skr. mu{kd- scrotum 
(the shape of the musk-deer's musk-bag 
being similar); cf. (O)F. muse, etc., Du., 
G. tmusch, late Gr. rn6sk(h)os, and medL. 
mos(c)hus, which has been adopted in Germ. 
langs. (jJ The word has become CEur. 

musket IDA'skit hand-gun for infantry. XVI. 
- F. mousquet (Brantome), t-ette- It. mos
clzetto, -etta (formerly) bolt from a cross
bow, f. mosca fly:- L. musca, rei. to Gr. 
muia, OS!. mucha fly, mufica gnat, and 
MIDGE. Hence musketEER1 XVI (Marlowe); 
after F. mousquetaire. So musketooN short 
variety of musket with large bore. XVII. 
- F. mousqueton - It. rnoschettone. mu·s
kctRY. XVII. -F. mousqueterie. 

Muslim mA·zlim see MoSLEM. 

muslin mA·zlin fine cotton fabric. XVII. 
-F. mousseline- It. mussolina, -ino (whence 
some early forms), f. Mussolo ::VIosul (Arab. 
uzau{il), where muslin was formerly made; 
cf. -INE1

• 

musquash mA·skw;,J large aquatic rodent, 
musk-rat. XVII (mussascus, rnusquassus, Capt. 
Smith). - Algonkin (e.g. Abnaki muskwessu). 

mussel mA·sl bivalve mollusc. OE. muscle, 
muxle, musle (- L.) was superseded by 
MLG. mussel, MDu. mosscele (Du. mossel) 
~ OHG. muscula (G. muschel) - Rom. 
*muscula (whence OF. mousie, F. moule), 
alt. f. L. musculus, dim. (see -CLE) of L. mus 
MOUSE; sp. with -sk- survived till XVII, but 
-ss- occurred xv. 

Mussulman mA·slm;:,n, pl. -mans Moham
medan. XVI. - Pers. musulnuin, prop. adj. f. 
muslim IVIosLEM. (jJ With the incorrect 
pl. 1\lussulmen cf. G. Muselmiinner. 

must1 mAst unfermented juice of the grape. 
OE. must '= (O)HG. most- L. mustum 
(whence also F. mo{lt, Sp., It. mosto), sb. use 
of n. of mustus new, new-born. 

must 2 mAst tin OE. and ME. moste as pt. 
of mote, was able or permitted to; as a present 
(and in certain conditions) a past tense, is 
obliged or required to. xm (Cursor M., 
K. Horn). OE. moste, pt. of mot am per
mitted or obliged, may, must = OFris. mc!t, 
OS. mot, rnuot (Du. moet), OHG. muo:; find 
room or opportunity, may, must (G. muss), 
Goth. gamot (it) has room, rei. to MLG. 
mote, OIIG. muo::;a (G. musse) leisure:
CGerm. (exc. Scand.) *mc!ta, of unkn. 
origin. 



MUST 

must• mAst mustiness, mould. XVII. Back
formation from MUSTY. 

must4 mASt (of animals) in a state of danger
ous frenzy. XIX. -Urdu mast- Pers. mast 
intoxicated. 

mustachio mustii-tfiou MOUSTACHE. XVI 
(mustaccio, -achio, mastacho).- Sp.mostacho 
and its source It. mostaccio (cf. medL. musta
cia), based ult. on Gr. mustak-, mustax 
upper lip, moustache, poss. crossing of 
mdstax mouth, jaws, and bustax tnoustache. 

mustang IDA·strel) wild horse of the Ameri
can plains. XIX. app. blending of Sp. mes
tengo (now mesteiio) and mostrenco, both 
applied to wild or masterless cattle, the for
mer being f. mcsta (:- L. mixta, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of miscere MIX) association of 
graziers, who appropriated wild cattle that 
attached themselves to the herds. 

mustard mA·st;;,Jd seeds of black and white 
mustard (species of cruciferous plants of the 
genus Sinapis, now included in Brassica) 
powdered and used as a condiment, etc. XIII. 
- OF. mo(u)starde (mod. rnoutarde) = Pr., 
Cat., Pg., It. rnostarda, Rum. mostar, f. 
CRom. *mosto, L. mustum MUST\ whence 
also Cat. rnostassa. Sp. mostaza; prop. ap
plied to the condiment as orig. prepared by 
making the ground seeds into a paste with 
must. f!i The F. \vord was adopted into 
Germ. langs. as MDu. mostaert (Du. -aard), 
whence MHG. mostert (G. mostert). 

mustee mAsti· mestee mesti· offspring of 
a white and a quadroon. XVII. - Sp. mestizo 
mesti·po; see MESTIZO. 

muster mA·st;JJ A. texhibition, display; 
tpattern, example, sample; B. assembling 
of soldiers, etc. ; assembly, collection. xrv 
(\Vyclif, Ch., Maund.). Late ME. rnostre, 
moustre- OF. moustre (later in latinized 
form monstre, mod. montre) = Sp. muestra, 
Pg., It. mostra, repr. CRom. sb. f. "'mostrare 
:- L. momtnire show (cf. MONSTER). So 
muster vb. t show, display XIII (Cursor M.); 
collect, assemble xv (Lydg.). -OF. moustrer 
(mod. montrer). 

musty mA·sti 'moist and fetid' (J.), smelling 
of mould. XVI. perh. alt. of MOISTY by 
assoc. with MUST1 • A rei. verb and an adj. 
must are contemporary. 

mutable mjO.·t;,}bl liable to change. XIV 
(Ch.). - L. tmitiibilis; see -ABLE. So mutA·
TION changing XIV (Ch.); (mus.) change 
from one hexachord to another XVI (Morley); 
(philo!.) change of an initial consonant in 
Celtic; umlaut XIX. - L. miitiitio(n-), f. 
miitiit-, miitiire change, f. *moit-, extension 
of the base *moi- "'mei-, repr. also in MEAN 2, 

etc., MUTUAL; cf. (O)F. mutation. Hence, by 
back-formation, mutA"TE 3 XIX. 

mutch mAtf (dial., esp. Sc.) cap, coif. xv. 
- MDu. mutse (Du. muts), corr. to (M)HG. 
mutze, shortened by-forms of MDu. amuts.e, 
almutse ( = MHG. armuz, almuz)- medL. 
a/mucia AMICE. 

MUZHIK 

mutchkin IDA·tfkin (Sc.) fourth of old Scots 
pint(! imperial pint). xv. - early mod. Du. 
mudseken (now mutsje), dim. of mudde ( = OS. 
muddi, OHG. mutti, G. mutt)- L. rnodius 
bushel; see -KIN. 

mute mjiit silent, dumb. XIV (Ch., PPI.). 
Early forms also mewet, muwet (two syll.); 
- (O)F. muet, dim. formation on OF. mu = 
Pr. mut, Sp. mudo, It. muto, Rum. mut :- L. 
miitu-s, f. symbolic syll. *mu, expressing 
lack of articulation, as in Gr. mudos, mzindos, 
nuites, muk6s, Skr. mlikas dumb, Arm. munj, 
and MUTTER. The form became permanently 
assim. to L. XVI. Hence vb. 

mutilate mjo.·tileit deprive of a limb or 
principal part. XVI. f. pp. stem of L: muti
lii1·e cut or lop off, f. mutilus maimed; see 
-ATE 3 • So mutilA·TION. xvn. -late L. 

mutiny mjO.·tini open revolt against autho
rity. XVI. f. (after words in -Y3) tmutine 
- (O)F. mutin rebellious, mutinous, sb. 
rebel, mutineer, in XVI rebellion, mutiny, 
f. muete (mod. meute) = Pr. mouta signal, 
Sp. muebda movement, excitement :- Rom. 
*movita movement, f. "'movit-, for L. mot
(see :.wno;-;). Hence mu·tiny vb. xvr. So 
mutinEE·R1• xvn (Sh.), after F. mutinier. 
mu·tinous. XVI. tjf Members of the 
group to which these words belong made 
their first appearance for the most part (esp. 
in translations) in the second half of XVI; 
much varietv of formation existed and con
tinued into XVII; the following did not sur
vive: mutinado mutineer(cf. Sp. amotinado); 
mutine sb. (superseded by mutiny and muti
neer) and adj. (superseded by mutinous); 
mutine vb. - F. mutiner; rnutiner; mutinery 
(F. mutinerie); mutinious; mutinist; mutinize. 

mutter mA"t".x speak almost inaudibly with 
nearly closed lips. XIV (Ch., Wyclif). Fre
quentative formation (see -ER4) on a base 
"'mut-, repr. also in MUTE; cf. G. dial. mut
tern, beside synon. 0~. muskra murmur, 
Norw. mustra whisper, mumble, in Eng. 
dial. muster (xv), L. mussiire, mussitiire, 
muttire, Gr. mzizein mutter, moan. 

mutton mA·tn flesh of sheep XIII; sheep 
XIV; loose woman XVI. ME. moto(u)n- OF. 
moton (mod. mouton) = Pr., Cat. molto, OSp. 
moton, It. montane, dial. moltone :- medL. 
multo(n-), prob. of Gaul. origin (cf. Oir., 
Ir. molt ram, Gael. mult wether, W. mollt, 
Corn. mols, Breton maout sheep). 

mutual mjO.·tfu;,}l, -tj- felt or done by each 
to the other xv; respective; pert. to both, 
common XVI (Sh.). - (O)F. mutuel = Sp. 
mutual, f. L. miituus borrowed, mutual :
*moitwos, f. "'moi- change, as in miitiire; see 
MUTABLR, -ALl, 

mutule mjO.·tjO.l (archit.) projection of 
stone or wood, modillion. XVI. -F. mutule 
- L. mutulus, perh. of Etruscan origin. 

muzhik see MOUJIK. 
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MUZZLE 

muzzle mA"Zl A. beast's nose and mouth 
XV; open end of a gun XVI; B. contrivance 
confining an animal's mouth XIV (Ch.). Late 
ME. mosel- OF. musel (mod. museau) = Pr. 
muzel :- Gallo-Rom. *mzlsellum, dim. of 
medL. miisum (cf. Pr. mus, It., OSp. muso), 
of unkn. origin. Hence vb. thrust out the 
m.; put a m. on, xv. 

muzzy mA·zi t(ofplaces, etc.) dull, gloomy; 
stupid, fuddled. xvm (Mrs. Delany). In 
early use also mussy ; words similar in form 
and meaning are mossy tstupid, dull (xvi
xvn), dial. mosey mouldy, muggy, hazy, 
stupid, mosy downy (xv), muzz study in
tently, 'mug', fuddle (xvm), muzzle fuddle 
(xvm); but their relations and origin are 
obscure. 

my mai (possessive pron.) of or pert. to me. 
XII. ME. ml, reduced form of min MINE\ 
orig. before a cons., as my son )( mine eyes; 
cf. THY. 

myall1 mabl wild aboriginal of Australia. 
XIX. Native name in Bigambel (Dumaresque 
River) mail the blacks (namail a black). 

myall 2 mai·;,l Australian acacia. XIX. 
Native name: in Kamilaroi (Hunter River) 
maitil. 

myceto- maisi·tou comb. form of Gr. 
makes ( -et-) mushroom. 

mylodon mai·l6dan gigantic extinct sloth. 
XIX. modL., f. Gr. mule, mzilos molar, prop. 
MILL, millstone+ -odiin TOOTH. 

mynheer mainhE:l"J, m<lnE<l"J Du. equiv. of 
'sir', 'Mr' ; Dutchman. xvn. - Du. rnijnheer, 
f. mifn MY+heer lord, master ( =~ G. herr), 
repr. compar. of Germ. *xairaz HOAR (lit.) 
grey-haired, (hence) honourable, majestic, 
august (G. hehr; cf. L. senior SIRE). 

myo- mai·ou, maia· comb. form of Gr. mus 
MUSCLE, as in myo·LOGY science of muscles 
(xvii)- modL. 

myopia maiou·pi;, short-sightedness. xvm. 
- modL. -late Gr. miiiipia, f. mfiiips, f. mflein 
shut (cf. MYSTERY1)+6ps EYE. Hence myo
piC -a·pik. 

myosotis mai:lsou·tis plant of the genus so 
named. XIX. L.- Gr. muosiitis, f. muds, g. 
of mus MOUSE+ iit-, ot1s EAR1 j so called from 
the soft hairy leaves. 

myriad mi·ri<ld 1o,ooo; countless number. 
XVI. -late L. myriad-, myrias- Gr. mzlriad-, 
miirids, f. miirios countless, innumerable, 
pl. mzlrioi ro,ooo. Cf. F. myriade (xvn); 
see -AD1• 

myrmidon ma·Jmid;,n one of a warlike 
race of Thessaly XIV; tsoldier of a body
guard, faithful follower; unscrupulously 
faithful attendant XVII. - L. pl. Myrmidones 
-Gr. Murmiddnes, ace. to legend created 
orig. from ants (murmekes). 

MYSTIFY 

myrobalan maim·b:ll;,n plum-like fruit 
used now in tanning, etc. XVI. - F. myro
bolan ( = Sp., It. mirabolano), or its source 
L. myrobalanum- Gr. murobdlanos, f. mziron 
balsam, unguent+bdlanos acorn, date, ben
nut. t;H Among dyers called m'rabs. 

myrrh ma;r gum resin from species of 
Commiphora. OE. myrra, myrre, corr. to 
OS. myrra (Du. mirre), OHG. rnyrra (G. 
myrrhe), ON. mirra; CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
= L. myrrha (murrha, murra)- Gr. mzirrti, 
of Semitic origin (cf. Arab. murr, Aram. 
miirti); reinforced in ME. from OF. mirre 
(mod. myrrhe). 

myrtle ma·Jtl tmyrtle-berry XIV; plant of 
the genus Myrtus XVI. - medL. myrtilla, 
-us (whence OF. myrtille, -til, It. mirtillo), 
dim. of L. myrta, -us- Gr. murtos. 

myself maise·lf, mise·lf OE. me self (accus. 
selfne) ; see ME and SELF ; altered to mi self 
(xm) partly by loss of stress, partly on the 
analogy of HERSELF, in which her was appre
hended as genitive j cf. THYSELF, OURSELVES, 
dial. hisself, theirselves. 

mystagogue mi·st;,gag one who introduces 
to religious mysteries. XVI. - F. mystagogue 
or L. mystagiigus- Gr. mustagiigds, f. musti!s 
initiated person+agiigds leading, dgein lead 
(see ACT). 

mystery1 mi·st:lri tphr. in (a) m., mystically 
XIV ; religious truth or doctrine ; hidden or 
secret thing XIV; religious rite XVI; (after F. 
mystere) miracle play XVIII. -AN. *misterie 
(OF. mistere, mod. mystere) or immed.- the 
source L. mysti!rium- Gr. mustdrion secret 
thing or ceremony, f. *mus- as in musti!s 
initiated one, mustikos MYSTIC. So mysteri
ous misti;J·ri;~s. xvn. - F. mysterieux; 
earlier tmyste·rial (xvi, Skelton), -ally adv. 
(xv) -late L. (with adv. mysterialiter). 

mystery• mi·st;,ri occupation, handicraft, 
art xrv; trade guild or company xv. - medL. 
misterium, contr. of L. ministerium MINISTRY, 
by assoc. with m:ysti!rium (see prec.). 

mystic mi ·stik spiritually symbolical XIV; 
occult, enigmatical; pert. to direct com
munion with God XVII; sb. exponent of 
mystic theology; one who practises mystical 
communion XVII. - (O)F. mystique or L. 
mystic us- Gr. mustik6s, f. musti!s initiated 
one, f. milein close (of eyes, lips), muefn 
initiate. So my·stiCAL secret, occult, sym
bolical xv; pert. to mystics or mysticism 
XVII. my·sticiSM -sizm opinions and prac
tice of mystics. XVIII; so G., F. mystique 
misti·k. xx. F., sb. use of adj. 

mystify mi·stifai bewilder intentionally; 
involve in mystery or obscurity. XIX (Hazlitt 
r814, Southey 1816; 'To bewilder, or in the 
French phrase, to mistify the attentive 
world', Blackwood's Magazine, 1818, iv 
222). - F. mystifier (xvm), irreg. f. mystere 
MYSTERY1 or mystique MYSTIC; see -FY. So 
my:stificA·TION. XIX (1815).- F.; often as
soc. with MIST, MISTY, a homonymous deriv. 
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MYTH 

of which had been used earlier in pp. mist-, 
mystified 'beclouded, befogged' (xvm). 

myth mip, maip fictitious narrative usu. 
involving supernatural things. XIX (c.183o). 
Formerly also mythe (cf. F. mythe);- modL. 
mjithus, mai·j:>::~s used in Eng. context 
(from Coleridge), beside mythos (from XVIII) 

NAKED 

-late L. mythos- Gr. muthos. So mythi
c(AL) mi·p-. xvn. - late L. mjithicus- Gr. 
miithik6s. mythoLOGY mi):>-, mai]:>o·lad3i 
texposition of myths or fables xv (Lydg.); 
tsymbolical story, mythical meaning XVII 
(Holland); body of myths XVIII (Gibbon). 
- F. mythologie or late L. mjithologia - Gr. 
miithologlti. 

N 
nab1 (OE. nabban) see HOB-NOB. 

nab• nreb (colloq.) catch, seize. XVII. Of 
unkn. origin; parallel to synon. and contemp. 
nap (cant and sl.), which survives in KID
NAPPER. 

nabob nei·bob Mohammedan official acting 
as deputy governor in the Mogul empire 
XVII ; rich person, spec. one who has re
turned from India XVIII (Mogul Pitt and 
Nabob Bute, H. Walpole 1764; Foote The 
Nabob 1773). - Pg. nababo or Sp. nabab 
-Urdu nawwiib, var. of nuwwiib (whence 
nawab XVIII) - honorific pl. of Arab. nii'ib 
deputy, governor, prince (whence naib XVII). 

nabs nrebz (colloq.) his nabs himself, tmy 
nabs myself. XVIII. Of unkn. origin; cf. 
synon. NIBS. 

nacre nei·k::~.I shell-fish yielding mother-of
pearl XVI; mother-of-pearl xvm. - (O)F. 
nacre, corr. to Sp. ndcar, ndcara, It. nac
chera (now only 'kettledrum', formerly 
also 'nacre'), tnaccara: see NAKER. Hence 
na·crEous, -ous. XIX. 

nadir nei·do.I (astron.) tpoint in the heavens 
diametrically opposite to another XIV (Ch.); 
point opposite to the zenith xv ; lowest point 
XVIII. - (O)F. nadir, corr. to Sp., It. nadir 
- Arab. naif,ir opposite to, over against, 
opposite point. In the second sense for 
natjir es-semt opposite to the ZENITH. 

na:vus ni·vas mole on the skin. XIX. L. 
naffy nre·fi canteen in charge of N.A.A.F.I. 

(Navy Army and Air Force Institutes). f. 
the initials with terminal el. assim. to -v6• 

nag1 nreg small riding-horse. XIV. Of unkn. 
origin; cf. Du. neg(ge). 

nag• nreg (dial.) gnaw; be persistently 
worrying or annoying. XIX. Also gnag, 
knag; of dial. origin; repr. by naggy xvn 
(knaggie) adj.; perh. of Scand. or LG. origin 
(cf. Norw., Sw. nagga gnaw, nibble, irritate, 
LG. (g)naggen (xv) irritate, provoke). 

Nagari na•gari. XVIII. = DEVANAGARI. 
Nahuatl na·hwatl name of a group of 

Central-Mexican langs., f. national name 
Nahua. XIX. 

nom. Ntiids, rel. to naezn flow. The pl. 
Naiades (XIV, Gower) repr. F. Naiades or 
L. Naiades. 

naiant nei·ant (her.) swimming. XVI. -AN. 
*naiant = OF. noiant, prp. of noier, noer 
swim (mod. noyer drown) = It. nuotare :
Rom. *notiire, for L. natiire (see NATATION). 

naib, na'if see NABOB, NAIVE. 

naik na-ik, nei·ik Indian title of rank XVI; 
military officer xvm. -Urdu nii'ik- Hindi 
niiyak chief, officer:- Skr. niiyaka leader. 

nail neil hard terminal covering of finger 
and toe; small spike of metal OE.; the 
applications to (i) measure of weight (now 
dial.; cf. MDu., MHG. nagel) and (ii) mea
sure of length, 1;, of a yard, are of uncertain 
origin. OE. nreg(e)l = OFris. neil, OS., 
OHG. nagal (Du., G. nagel), ON. nagl :
CGerm. *naglaz (not in Goth., but cf. 
nagljan vb.). IE. base *nogh- or *noqh- is 
repr. also by Lith. niigas nail, claw, naga 
hoof, OSl. nogi1ti nail, noga foot, Gr. onux, 
onukh-, OPers. naxun, Skr. nahhds, nakhdm, 
rei. further to L. unguis, Olr. ingen, OW. 
eguin. Hence nail vb. OE. nreglan; of 
CGerm. range. 

nainsook nei·nsuk cotton fabric of Indian 
origin. XIX. -Urdu (Hindi) nainsukh, f. 
nain eye+sukh pleasure. 

naissant nei·sant (her.) issuing from the 
middle of an ordinary. XVI. -(O)F. naissant, 
prp. of naftre be born :-- Rom. *nascere, £or 
L. niisci; see NASCENT. 

naive, naive na·iv, neiv unaffected, artless. 
XVII (Dorothy Osborne, Dryden). - (O)F. 
naive, fern. of naif (adopted earlier in Eng. 
xvi) :- L. niitivu-s NATIVE. So naivete 
na·ivtei. XVII (Dryden), anglicized nai·veTY 
XVIII. Cf. NEIF. 

naked nei·kid unclothed; bare (lit. and fig.). 
OE. nacod (early nrecad) = OFris. naked, 
-et, MLG., MDu. naket (Du. naakt), OHG. 
nackut (G. nackt), ON. npkkvior, Goth. 
naqaps, -ad-:- CGerm. *naquaoaz, *-eoaz 
:-IE. *nogwodhos, *-edhos, ppl. deriv. of 
*nogw-, repr. also in L. niidus NUDE, Oir. 

Naiad nai·red young nymph of the rivers nocht (:- *nogwtos), Skr. nagnds, OSl. nagll 
and springs. xvn (Sh.). - L. - Gr. Niiiad-, (Russ. nagri.J), Lith. nuogas. 
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NAKER 

naker nei·k<J.r (arch.) kettledrum. XIV (not 
in use later till revived by Scott). - OF. 
nacre, nacaire = It. nacchera (cf. medL. 
nacara, medGr. andkara) -Arab. naqqiira(! 
drum. See NACRE. 

namby-pamby nre·mbipre:mbi weakly 
sentimental, childishly simple. XVIII. joe. 
redupl. formation (cf. handy-dandy) on the 
name of Ambrose Philips (d. 1749), author 
of pastorals, which were ridiculed by H. 
Carey and Pope (cf. 'So the :J"<urses get by 
Heart ~amby Pamby's Little Rhimes', 
Carey; 'Beneath his reign shall ... Namby 
Pam by be prefer'd for 'Wit', Pope 'Dunciad' 
iii 319, 1733). 

name neim particular designation OE. ; 
reputation xnr. OE. nama, noma m. = 
OFris. nama, noma, OS. namo (Du. naam), 
OHG. nama (G. name), O:'lf. najn, namn 
(with retention of nand original n. gender), 
Goth. nama n. :- CGerm. *namon, -on. 
An ancient and widespread word (CIE. base 
*oni'Jmen-, *cnomen-) repr. by L. nomen (cf. 
NOMINATE), Gr. onoma, dial. onuma, onum
(cf. A~O~YMOUS, SYNONYMOUS), 051. im~ 
(Russ. imja), Czechjnu!no, OPruss. emmens, 
ace. emnen, Oir. ainm, pl. anmann, OW. anu, 
pl. enuein (W. emu), Arm. amm, OPers., 
Av., Skr. niiman-; the long grade appears in 
the vbs.: OFris. nomia, MLG. n3men, Du. 
noemen, :\iHG. belnuomen. So name vb. 
OE. (i:e)namian, of WGerm. extent; a new 
formation on the sb. in late ME. rep!. ME. 
nemne, OE. nemnan :- *namnjan. nameLY2 

nei·mli tespecially xn; that is to say xv. 
ME. name-, nome!iche, corr. to OFris.name-, 
nomelik, MDu. name/ike (Du. namelijk), 
MHG. nam( e)-, nem( e )lfche (G. niimlich espe
cially), ON. najnliga by name; rendering L. 
nominatim by name, expressly, in detail. 
JrtameSAKE nei·mseik person or thing hav
'ing the same name as another. xvn. prob. 
orig. said of persons or things coupled to
gether 'for the name('s) sake'. 

rtankeen nre!]ki·n cotton cloth orig. made 
at Nankin or !1/anking, lit. 'southern capital' 
(cf. Pekin 'northern capital'), chief city ofthe 
province of Kiangsu, China. XVIII. 

nanny nre·ni children's nurse. Appellative 
use of pet-form of the female name Ann( e); 
see -Y6• So na·nny-GoAT she-goat. XVIII; 
cf. BILLY-GOAT. 

nantz n[Cnts brandy from Nantes (the place 
of manufacture) on the river Loire, France. 
XVII (Nants). 

nap1 mep take a short sleep. OE. hnappian, 
rei. to OHG. (h)naffezan slumber (MHG. 
nafzen), of unkn. origin. Hence nap sb. 
XIII (Cursor M.). 

nap• nrep surface of cloth raised and cut 
smooth. xv (nappe). - MLG., MDu. nappe 
(whence G., Da. noppe), rei. to MLG., MDu. 
noppen trim by shearing the nap. fJI For the 
change of vowel cf. strap. 

NARD 

nap" nrep tnapoleon (zo-franc piece)· 
card -game in which the player who calls fiv~ 
is said to go nap, formerly go the Napoleon. 
XIX. Short for Napoleon, Christian name of 
certain emperors of the French, esp. Napo
leon I (r769-182r), after whom the coin so 
named was called. 

napalm nei·piim jellied petrol. xx. f. initial 
sylls. of NA/PHTHA and PALMjiTATE. 

nape neip (hollow at) the back of the neck. 
XI!!· ME. naupe, of unkn. origin; the simi
lanty of synon. words in Eng. and other 
lang~. does not go beyond the initial n; cf. 
OFns. (hals)/knap, OHG. (h)nac (G. nacken, 
genick; see NECK); (O)F. nuque (whence It. 
nuca, Sp. nuca), of Arab. origin (nukhii spinal 
marrow). 

napery nei·p;,ri household linen. xrv. -
OF. naperie, f. nape; see NAPKIN, -ERY. 

naphtha nre·fp;:J, (vulgarly) na:!·pjJ;J inflam
mable oil from coal. xvr. - L. naphtha 
(Pliny)- Gr. ndphtlza, also naphthas of 
Oriental origi? ( cf. Accadian naptu, f.najatu, 
nabiitu burst mto flame); in anglicized form 
tnapte (XIV), also tnaphte, tnapthe (XVI!), 
partly after F. naphte (xvi). Hence na·ph
thahNE5 (r82r, Kidd), with hiatus-filling l. 

Napier's bones nei·pi<J.rz bounz slips of 
bone, etc. used to facilitate multiplication 
and division according to a method devised 
by John Napier of Merchiston (rsso-r6r7). 
XVII. So NapierrA~ neipi<J·ri<Jn applied to 
the logarithms invented by him. xrx. 

napkin nre·pkin piece of linen for wiping 
the lips, etc. at table. xv. f. (O)F. nappe 
!men cloth :- L. mappa MAP (for the change 
of m to n cf. F. natte :- L. matta MAT, nefie 
:-L. mespilus) -+· -KI~. fJI The formation sug
gests a Du. comp., but none is known. 

Napoleon see NAP 3• 

napoo napii.· (orig. soldier's sl.) xx. -F. 
il n'y en a plus there is nothing left. 

narcissism na.rsi·sizm morbid self-love. 
xx. f. Narcissus, in Gr. myth. name of a 
beautiful youth who fell in love with his 
own reflection and pined away; see -rs:-.r. 

narcissus nii.rsi·s<Js bulbous plant. xvr. 
- L.- Gr. ndrhissos, the termination of 
which suggests a Mediterranean origin; 
prob. infl. by ndrke numbness (sec next), as 
the plant has narcotic properties. 

narcotic na.rk;:~·tik substance inducing 
stupor XIV (Ch.); adj. xvn. - (O)F. narco
tique or medL. narcoticus, sb. -icum- Gr. 
narkotik6s, sb. -ilion, f. narkoun benumb, 
stupefy, f. ndrke numbness, stupor; cf. 
SNARE and see -OTIC. 

nard nii.rd aromatic unguent XIV, derived 
from the plant SO named (cf. SPIKENARD) XVI. 
- L. nardus- Gr. ndrdos, of Semitic origin 
(cf. Heb. ner'd', pl. n'radim, Arab. nardin). 
Cf. OF. narde (mod. nard). 
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NARE 

nare nr;,.r (arch.) nostril, spec. of a hawk. 
XIV. - L. niiris, pl. nares, rei. to NOSE. 

narghile na·.rgili hookah. XIX. -(partly 
through F. narghileh, narguile) Pers. (Turk.) 
niirgileh, f. Pers. niirgil coco-nut, of which 
the receptacle for the tobacco was made. 

nark nii.rk (sl.) police spy or informer. XIX. 
- Romany niik nose ( cf. the use of nose in 
the same sense). 

narrate merei·t give an account or history 
of. xvn (only occas. before c.I750; stigma
tized as Sc. by Richardson, Johnson, and 
Beattie; cf. 'the abominable verb "narrate", 
which must absolutely be proscribed in all 
good writing', Quarterly Review, I 8 I 3, July, 
433). f. pp. stem of L. narriire (f. gnarus 
knowing; cf. ignorare IGNORE), or back
formation from narrA·TION (xv). - (O)F. 
or L. So narratiVE me·r;,tiv sb. (in earliest 
use Sc., spec. in law) XVI; adj. xvn. ·- F. 
narratif, -ive adj. and tsb.- late L. narra
tivus. (jf In AL. narrare, narratio, and nar
rator were used from XII spec. in law with 
ref. to the statement of a claim or plea. 

narrow nre·rou having little breadth OE. ; 
(dial.) parsimonious, 'close'; strict, close 
XIII; lacking in breadth of view or sympathy 
XVII. OE. nearu (stem nearw-) = OS. naru 
(MDu. nare, naer, Du. naar) :-Germ. 
*narwaz (repr. in MHG. narwe, G. narbe, 
MLG. nar(w)e scar, sb. use of the adj.), of 
which no certain cogns. are known. So na·r
row vb. OE. nearwian confine, toppress, 
become narrow; but in ME. (XIII) a new 
formation on the adj. 

narthex nii·.r]:>eks (archit.) vestibule extend
tending across the west end of a church. 
XVII. - L. narthex- Gr. narthex giant fennel, 
stick, casket, and eccl. (as above). 

narwhal na·.rwal delphinoid cetacean. xvn. 
- Du. narwal- Da. narhval (whence also G. 
narwal, F. narval); the second el. is WHALE. 
The relation to synon. ON. ndhvalr is ob
scure; the latter appears to be f. ndr corpse, 
and the allusion is supposed to be to the 
colour of the animal's skin. 

nary see NEVER. 

nasal nei·z;,J pert. to the nose. xvn. -F. 
nasal or medL. nasalis, f. nasus NOSE; 
see -AL1 • Also sb. nose-piece of a helmet 
xv, earlier nasel (XIV). - OF. nasal, -el -
medL. nasale, sb. use of n. of adj. 

nascent nre·s;,nt being born or produced. 
XVII. - L. nascent-, -ens, prp. of nasci be 
born; see NATAL, -ENT, and cf. NAISSANT. 

naseberry nei·zb;Jri W. Indian tree Sapota 
Achras. XVII (nasebury). - Sp., Pg. nespera 
MEDLAR, with assim. to BERRY. 

naso- nei·zou used as comb. form of L. 
niisus NOSE (for the regular nasi-). XIX. 

NATTY 

nasturtium nast~·.rJ;,m genus of cruci
ferous plants (watercress, etc.) having a 
pungent taste xvn ; trailing plant of the 
genus Tropreolum (at first called Nasturtium 
indicum because introduced from Peru) XVIII. 
- L. nasturtium :- *nastorctiom ; so called 
'quod nasum torqueat' because it irritates 
the nose (Varro); cf. 'nomen accepit a 
nariurn tormento' (Pliny); vulgarly cor
rupted to nasturtian (xvm). 

nasty na·sti filthy, dirty XIV; nauseous XVI; 
(of weather) foul, dirty XVII; offensive XVIII; 
ill-natured XIX. Early vars. tnaxty, tnaxte, 
which with tnaskie (Cotgr., I6II s.v. l'.Iau
lavti) suggest ult. derivation from an obscure 
base *nash- (*nax-), which appears also in 
Sw. dial. naskug, nasket dirty, nasty; the var. 
nesty (XVI) may indicate blending with a 
deriv. of Du. nestig dirty; see -Y1 • 

natal nei·t;,l pert. to birth or nativity. XIV 
(Ch.). - L. natalis, f. nat-, pp. stem of niisci 
be born, f. *gn- produce; see KIN, -AL\ and 
cf. NASCENT, NATI0:-.1, :-.1ATIVE, NATURE, NEE, 
ADNATE, COGNATE, INNATE, RENAISSA.."'CE. 

natation neitei·J;,n swimming. XVI. - L. 
natatio(n-), f. natare swim, frequent. of ntire, 
f. IE. *sna-, repr. also by Gr. ndkhein swim, 
Skr. snati bathe, Ir. sndm swimming, W. 
nawj; see -ATION. So natato·riAL. XIX, 
na·tatORY 2• XVIII. -late L. natatorius. 

nation nei· J;,n race, people xm (Cursor M.); 
the nations (i) the heathen, the gentiles XIV, 
(ii) the peoples of the earth XVII. - (O)F. 
nation, tnacioun - L. natio(n-) breed, stock, 
race, f. nat-, pp. stem of nasci be born; see 
NATAL, -TION. So nationAL1 nre·J;,n;,J. XVI. 
nationA·LITY. xvn. -F. na·tionalrzE. 
xvm (I8oo). -F. nationaliser (I794). 
na·tionalisT. xvru (early). native nei-tiv 
(hist.) born thrall (cf. NEIF) xv; (astrol.) sub
ject of a horoscope; one born in a particular 
place XVI; original or usual inhabitant XVII. 
- medL. nativus, sb. use of L. niitivus adj. 
(whence na·tive adj. XIV, of one's birth xv), 
f. nat-, pp. stem of nascf; see NATAL, -IVE; 
cf. (O)F. natif, -ive. So nativiTY nati·vlti 
(festival of) the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
Virgin Mary, or St. John Baptist XII (-teo, 
Peterborough Chron.); birth XIV. - (O)F. 
- late L. (Tertullian). 

natron nei-tr:Jn native sesquicarbonate of 
soda. XVII. -F. natron- Sp. natron- Arab. 
natriin, nifriin - Gr. nitron NITRE. 

natter nre·t;,.r (colloq.) chatter aimlessly, 
nag. XIX. Of dial. and imit. origin (often 
alsogn-, kn-; cf.:LG. gnatteren). Also sb. xx. 

natterjack nre·ta.rd3rek toad Bufo calamita. 
XVIII (Pennant). perh. f. prec. (from its loud 
croak) + JACK (applied dial. to newts and 
flies). 

natty nre•ti neatly smart XVIII; (dial.) deft, 
clever XIX. orig. dial. or sl.; rei. obscurely 
to NEAT 2 ; the suffix is -Y1 
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NATURE 

nature nei·tf;:,.I essential qualities or innate 
character of; vital powers of xm; inherent 
power dominating one's action; creative and 
regulative power in the world XIV ; material 
world XVII. - (O)F. nature, corr. to Pr., Sp., 
It. natura-L. natura (in some uses tr. Gr. 
cpva<s), f. pp. stem of nasci (see NATAL). So 
naturALl nre•tf;:,r;)l. XIV. Earlier nature! 
- ( 0 )F. nature!, tnatural - L. natura lis. 
(Natural history XVI after L. naturalis his to
ria, Pliny.) na·turalrzE. XVI. -F. natura
liser. na·turalrsM system of morality hav
ing natural basis XVII ; extreme form of 
realism XIX. - F. 

naught n5t nothing. OE. nawiht, nawuht, 
nauht ( = OFris. nmvet, nauet, naut), f. nii 
No 3+wiht WIGHT1 • Cf. NOUGHT. Used pre
dicatively, passing into adj. OE. ; superseded 
by deriv. naughtY1 n5·ti tpoor, needy XIV; 
thad, of inferior quality XIV; morally bad 
(now only in playful use) XVI; (of children) 
wayward, inclined to disobedience XVII. 

naumachia n5mei·ki<> mimic sea-fight. xvr. 
- L.- Gr. naumakhia, f. nails ship+mdkhe 
fight; see NAVY, -IA1 • 

naunt see AUNT. 
nausea n5·si<> feeling of sickness XVI ; strong 

disgust XVII. - L. nausea, nausia- Gr. 
nausia, nautla, seasickness, nausea, f. nails 
ship (see NAVAL). So nauseATE 3 n<>·sieit 
reject with nausea; affect with nausea. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. nauseare, f. nausea, after Gr. 
nausilin. nau·seous. XVII; after L. nauseosus. 

nautch n5tf East Indian exhibition of pro
fessional dancing. XIX. - Urdu (Hindi) nach 
- Prakrit nachcha - Skr. nritfa dancing, f. 
n.rit dance. 

nautical n5·tik( <>)I pert. to seamen or naviga
tion. XVI (the Nauticall compasse). f. L. 
nauticus- Gr. nautik6s, f. nautes sailor, f. 
naus ship; see NAVAL, ·!CAL. Cf. F. nautique. 

nautilus n5·til<>s cephalopod which has 
webbed dorsal arms formerly believed to be 
used as sails. XVII. - L.- Gr. nautilos 
sailor, nautilus, f. nautes (see prec.). 

naval nei·v;:,l pert. to ships or a navy. xvr. 
- L. navalis, f. navis ship, rei. to Skr. nazis, 
ace. ndvam, Gr. naus, g. neiis, for neos 
(:- *na>os), Ir. nau, ON. n6r; see -AL1 and 
cf. (O)F. naval. 

NAZIR 

OHG. nabalo(G.nabel), ON.'nafli :-CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *natialon, based on IE. "'nobh
(cf. NAVE1), *onobh-, repr. also by L. umbO 
boss of shield, umbilicus navel (cf. UMBILI
CAL), Gr. omphalos navel, boss of shield, and, 
with grade-variation, Skr. nabhilam depres
sion of the navel, and Olr. imbliu navel. 

navew nel'VJU rape, coleseed, Brassica 
napus. XVI. - OF. *naveu, earlier navel, 
mod. dial. na'L'eau :- L. niipus: see -EL 2• 

navicert nre·vis;i.It certificate of ship's 
cargo. xx. f. L. navis ship (see NAVAL)+ 
first syll. of CERTIFICATE. 

navicular n<>vi·kjiil<>.I (anat.) of bones in 
the hand and the foot. XVI. -F. naviculaire 
or late L. navicularis, f. navicula, dim. of 
navis ship; see NAVAL, -AR, and cf. SCAPHOID. 

navigable nre·vig<>bl admitting of naviga
tion. XVI. - F. navigable or L. navigtibilis, 
f. navigare (whence na·vigATE 3 XVI), f. navis 
ship (see NAVAL)+-ig-, comb. stem of agere 
drive (see ACT). So navigA'TION. XVI. 
- (O)F. or L. na·vigATOR. XVI. - L. 

navvy nre·vi labourer employed in excava
tion and construction of earthworks. XIX. 
colloq. abbrev. of NAVIGATOR used in this 
sense (XVIII), prop. one who constructs a 
'navigation' or artificial waterway (cf. F. 
canal de navigation). 

navy nei·vi tships, shipping; (arch.) fleet 
XIV (R. Mannyng); state's ships of war XVI. 
- OF. navie ship, fleet- popL. ntivia ship, 
boat, coli. formation on L. navis ship; see 
NAVAL, -Y3 • t1f The Rom. langs. show a 
great variety of derivs. of L. navis, of which 
OF. (AN.) navei, navine, navire were repr. 
in ME. or MSc. 

nawab n<>w5· b see NABOB. 

nay nei adv. no XII; sb. denial, refusal XIV. 
ME. nei, nai (Orm na!J!J)- OK. nei, f. ne 
NE+ei AYj cf. N0 3 • naywoRD nehv;'i.Id 
watchword, catchword; byword, proverb. 
XVI (Sh.); of unkn. origin. 

Nazarene nrez<>ri·n (native) of Nazareth in 
Palestine XIII; follower of Jesus of Nazareth 
XIV (Acts xxiv 5); one of an early Jewish sect 
of Christians xvn. - ChrL. Nazarenus -
Gr. Nazaren6s (~ark i 24), f. Nazartit. 
So Na·zariTE1 XVI (Coverdale). 

nave1 neiv central block of a wheel. OE. 
nafu and nafa, corr. to MDu. nave (Du. Nazarite2

, Nazir- nre·z<>rait Hebrew who 
naaf), OHG. naba (G. nabe), ON. nQ/ :- had taken a vow of abstinence. XVI (Geneva 
Germ. *naoo :- IE. *nobha, f. a base repr. Bible). f. L. Nazar<Eus (LXX Nazirafos), 
also by Lett. naba navel, OPruss. nabis, Skr. f. He b. nazir, f. nazar to separate or con-
ndbhis nave, navel; cf. NAVEL. q For the secrate oneself. Earlier forms are direct 
primitive origin of names for parts of adoptions of L.; Nazare, Nazarei (\Vycl. 
a cart, cf. axle, linch(pin), waggon, wheel, Bible), Nazaree (Coverdale). 
yoke. Nazi (nii-tsi, na·zi) (member) of German 

nave 2 neiv main body of a church. XVII. National Socialist party xx. repr. pronunc. 
- medL. spec. use of L. navis ship (see of Nati- in G. Nationalsozialist. 
NAVAL), whence (O)F. nef, Sp., It. nave (in nazir na·zi<>.I title of officials in Mohamme-
both senses). t1f So G. schif.f, Du. schip ship. dan countries. XVII. _Urdu, Pers. _Arab. 

navel nei·vl umbilicus. OE. nafela = OFris. na:;:ir superintendent, inspector, f. na:;:ar 
navla, naula, (M)LG., (M)Du. navel, sight, vision. 
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NE 

ne ni, ni not (in the mod. period used by Sh., 
Spenser, Shenstone, Coleridge, and Byron). 
OE. ne, .ni (see NAY, No1) = OFris., OS., 
OHG. ni, ne, ON. ne, Goth. ni; corr. to L. 
ne- (as in nejas NEFARIOUS, NEUTER, nullus 
NULL, numquam never), Lith., OS!. ne, Skr. 
na, repr. the short var. of CIE. negative adv. 
or particle, the long form of which is repr. 
by L. ne that .. not, lest, Gr. ne- (as in 
nehedis free from care, NEPENTHE), Goth. 
ne, Skr. nd, and the weak grade (*!') by 
IN- 2, UN-\ the var. nee-, neg- by NEGATION, 
NEGLECT, NEGOTIATE. 

neap nip applied to tides at which high
water level is at its lowest. OE. nep in 
nepjlod; then not recorded till xv. Of unkn. 
origin; pro b. identical with nep infor]>ganges 
nep (OE. 'Exodus' 469) without power of. 
advance, the basic sense being 'wanting, 
lacking'. 

Neapolitan ni;:,pG·lit;m pert. to Naples, 
Italy. XVI (Sh.). - L. Neapolitanus, f. Nea
polites (see -ITE), f. (Gr.) Nedpolis 'New 
Town'; see -AN. 

near niaJ adv. (dial.) almost, nearly XII 
(Orm); to, within, or at a little distance XIII. 
First in northerly and easterly texts in the 
form ner- ON. n:kr, compar. of nd- (as in 
ndbUi, ndlregr neighbouring) NIGH, orig. used 
with vbs. of motion, e.g. homa or ganga n:i!r 
come or go nearer (to), whence it was trans
ferred to uses with such vbs. as standa (stand) 
and vera (be), corr. to OE. near (which sur
vived in mod. naut. no near! and dial. never 
the near, but was superseded in gen. use by 
the new formation nearer (XVI); it corr. to 
OFris. niar, OS. nahor (Du. naar to, for, 
after), OHG. ntihor, Goth. nehwis :- CGerm. 
*nexwiz, *nexwoz. Hence near prep. close 
to XIII (Cursor M.); adj. closely placed or 
related XIV, niggardly XVII. nearLY• nia·.di 
closely XVI ; almost XVII ; superseded near 
adv. in all exc. the purely physical uses. 

neat1 nit (arch., dial.) animal of the ox kind; 
cattle. OE. neat = OFris. nat, naet, OS. not 
(Du. noot), OHG. no::: (obs. or dial. noss, 
nos), ON. naut (whence north. dial. nowt 
xu) :- CGerm. (ex,c. Gothic) *nautam, f. 
*naut- *neut- *nut'- make use of, enjoy, 
whence also OE. neotan, OHG. niojan 
(G.geniessen), ON. nj6ta, neyta (:-*nautjan), 
Goth. niutan use, enjoy; OE. nytt ( 1) use, 
(2) useful, OS. nutti (Du. nut) useful, OHG. 
nuz (G. nutz, nutzen) use, Goth. unJnuts use
less, unpro-fitable, ON. nytr useful; the IE. 
base is repr. also by Lett. -nauda money, 
Lith. naildyti, paJnusti desire, covet. 

neat• nit tclean, tclear; free from reduc
tions ; trim, smart, elegant, dainty, tidy. XVI. 
- (O)F. net "" Pr. net, ned, Cat. net (whence 
Sp. neto, It. netto), Pg. nedeo, Rum. neted 
smooth :- L. nitidu-s shining, clean, f. nit ere 
shine. Cf. NET2. 

neb neb (dial.) beak, bill; nose; tface OE.; 
nib; peak, tip. XVI. OE. ne~b = ON. nej, 

NECROSIS 

nejj-, rei. to MLG., MDu. nebbe (Du. nebbe, 
neb):- Germ. *naoja-. Cf. NIB. 

nebula ne·bjula film over the eye xvn; 
cloud-like cluster of stars XVIII. - L. nebula, 
rel. to OE. nifol dark, OS. neoal (Du. nevel), 
OHG. nebul (G. nebel) cloud, ON. nijl- (as 
in Nijlheimr Hades), nj6l night, Oir. nel, W. 
niwl, Gr. nephele cloud, the simple IE. base 
being repr. by OS!. nebo (nebes-), Gr. nephos 
cloud, Skr. ndbhas cloud, mist. So ne· bulY5 

(her.) wavy like the edges of clouds. XVI. 
-F. nebule, medL. nebulatus. ne·bulous. 
XVI. -F. nebuleux or L. nebulosus. 

necessary ne·sis;:,ri inevitably determined 
xrv (Ch.); not to be done without XIV (Wycl. 
Bible, Usk); sb. XIV (Rolle). -AN. *neces
sarie (OF. necessaire) or L. necessarius, f. 
necesse (esse, habere) (be, consider) necessary; 
see -ARY. Cf. tnecessaire (XIV, Ch., Gower), 
Sc. necessar (XIV). So nece·ssiTY. XIV (Ch., 
Barbour, Wycl. Bible, Gower, Usk). - (O)F. 
- L. nece·ssitous needy. xvn (Cotgr.). 
-F. 

neck nek (back of) that portion of the body 
lying between head and shoulders OE.; in 
various trans£. uses from XIV. OE. hnecca, 
corr. to OFris. hnecka, necke, MDu. nac, 
neche (Du. nek), OHG. (h)nac (G. nacken 
nape), ON. hnakki nape:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *xnak(j)-, repr. IE. *hnok-, whence 
Olr. cnocc, OBret. enoch hill, elevation (cf. 
OHG. hnack summit). IJI In OE. the com
moner words for 'neck' were heals (ME. and 
dial. hals; cf. HAWSE) and sweora, dial. swire. 
Hence neckerchief ne·bltfif. XIV (neche 
couerchej, neckerchej); also (dial.) ne·cker
cher. XV ;'see KERCHER and cf. HANDKERCHIEF. 
So ne·ckha:ndkerchief. XVII. neckLACE 
ne·klis ornament of precious stones or metal, 
etc. worn round the neck. XVI. ne·ck-VERSE 
verse (esp. the beginning of Psalm l[i]) to be 
recited by one claiming benefit of clergy in 
order to save his neck. 

necro- ne·krou, nekro·, comb. form of Gr. 
nehr6s corpse, rel. to L. nex slaughter ( cf. 
INTERNECINE, PERNICIOUS). 

·necromancy ne·kromrensi divination by 
communication with thedead, 'black magic'. 
XIII (Cursor M.). Earliest forms in nigro-, 
nigra-, negro-- OF. nigromancie (whence in 
MHG., etc.), corr. to Sp. nigromancia, It. 
nigra-, negromanzia- Rom. (medL.) nigro
mantia, alt., by assoc. with niger, ni'gr- black, 
of late L. necromantia- Gr. nehromantela, f. 
nehr6s+manteia; see prec., -MANCY; refash. 
XVI as in F. after L. and Gr. So ne·cro
manCER2 XIV; after OF. (-ier). 

necropolis nekm·p;:,lis cemetery. XIX. -Gr. 
nehr6polis, f. nekr6s NECRO- + polis city, 
-POLIS. 

necrosis nekrou·sis (path.) mortification of 
tissue. XVII. modL.- Gr. nehrosis state of 
death, f. nehrofln kill, mortify, f. nehr6s; see 
NECRO-, -OSIS. 
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NECTAR 

nectar ne·kt:u drink of the gods; delicious 
drink, sweet fluid. XVI. - L. nectar- Gr. 
nektar, poss. f. *nek- death (see NECRO-)-f
·tar, rei. to Skr. tards triumphing over, 
tdrati cross, surmount, overcome, L. trans 
across; cf. THROUGH. (Cf. the etymol. mean
ing of AMBROSIA.) So nectarEAN -r:rri;~n 
XVII, -EOUS XVIII, -IAN XVII; after L. necta
reus, Gr. nektdreos, F. nectareen. nectariNE1 

ne·kt;~rin variety of peach. XVII. prob. sb. 
use of nectarine adj.; cf. Du. nektarperzik, 
G. 11ektarpjirsich 'nectar-peach'. nectARY 
ne·kt;~ri (bot.) part of a flower that secretes 
the honey. XVIII. - modL. 11ecttirium. 

neddy ne·di donkey. XVIII. f. Ned, pet 
form of the Christian name Edward+-Y6 ; 

cf. CUDDY\ DICKY\ DONKEY. 

nee nei distinguishing a married woman's 
maiden name. F., 'born', fern. pp. of 11aftre 
:-Rom. *nascere, for L. ntisci (see NASCENT). 

need nid tforce, constraint; necessity; lack, 
want; matter requiring action. OE. 11ed, 
non-WS. variant of \VS. nied (later nyd, 
whence ME. niid) = OFris. ned, ntith, OS. 
nod (Du. nood), OHG. 116t (G. not), ON. 
naulJ, neylJ, Goth. nau]ls :- CGerm. *naulliz, 
*11aupiz, rei. to OPruss. nautin need. So need 
vb. be necessary OE. ; have need, be in need. 
0 E. neodian (rare), f. neod. Hence nee·dFUL 1 

tneedy XII; requisite, necessary XIV. nee·dy1 

indigent XII ; cf. MDu. nOdich (Du. noodig), 
OHG. notag, -eg (G. notig necessary), ON. 
11aulJigr forced, unwilling. See also NEEDS. 
f]J OE. had also nead, without mutation, and 
a gradation var. neod. 

needle ni·dl pointed implement for sewing 
OE.; magnetized steel of a compass; pillar, 
obelisk; sharp-pointed mass of rock XIV. 
OE. n:Edl = OFris. nedle, OS. midla, ntithla, 
MLG. niilde, OHG. 11iidala (Du. 11aald, G. 
t1adel), ON. ndl (:- *ndol), Goth. nejJla :
CGerm. *neplo :- *netlii, f. *nii- sew, repr. 
also by MDu. naeyen (Du. naaien), OHG. 
niiian (G. niihen), L. nere spin, Gr. nema 
thread. Forms with metathesis (ME. neld, 
mod. neeld) are common dial. See -LE1• 

needs nidz of necessity, necessarily. OE. 
nedes; finally superseding earlier tneed, OE. 
niide (nyde, nide), also neade, instrumental 
case of niid, nead NEED ; see -s. 

neep nip (dial.) turnip. OE. n:Ep- L. niipus, 
pro b. a 'Mediterranean word'. Cf. TURNIP. 

neeze niz (dial.) SNEEZE. XIV. -ON. hnj6sa 
= OHG. niosan, MLG. niesen (G. niesen, 
Du. ttiezen), of imit. origin. f]J There is one 
ex. in AV., at z Kings iv 35. 

nefarious nif£;~·ri;~s wicked. xvr. f. L. nefti
rius (Cicero), f. neftis wrong, wickedness, f. 
ne- NE + ftis divine permission, command, 
or law (as opposed tojiis human law), assoc. 
by the ancients with ftiri speak (see FATE); 
the formation is parallel to that of injiirius 
INJURIOUS. 

NEMERTEAN 

negation nigei·f;}n negative statement, de
nial. xvr. - (O)F. negation or L. negatio(n-), 
f. negtire say no, deny, f. neg-, var. of nee (cf. 
NE and NEGLECT, NEGOTIATE); see ·ATION. 
Also negatiVE ne·g;~tiv adj. and sb. XIV. 
- (O)F. or late L.; hence vb. xvur. 

neglect nigle·kt fail to regard. xvr. f. neg
lect-, pp. stem of L. negligere, neglegere, nee-, 
disregard, slight, f. neg, var. of nee (see NE)-!
Iegere choose (see LECTION). Hence sb. XVI ; 
partly after L. negliictus. So ne·gligENCE, 
-ENT XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

negotiate nigou·fieit hold conference (with) 
XVI (Sh.); manage; convert into money XVII; 
(orig. in hunting) succeed in getting over, 
etc., clear XIX. f. pp. stem of L. negotiari 
carry on business, f. negotium business, f. 
neg, var. of nec+otium leisure; see NE, 
OTIOSE, -ATE3

• So negotiA·TION. XVI. - L. 

Negro ni·grou black man, blackamoor. XVI. 
- Sp., Pg. negro :- L. nigrum, niger black. 
Also tnigro (xvi-xvrr), with assim. to L. So 
Ne·grEss1• xvur. -F. mfgresse. negri·llo 
and negri·to. XIX. - Sp. 

negus1 ni·g;}s supreme ruler of Abyssinia. 
XVI (neguz). -Amharic n'gus kinged, king. 

negus• ni·g;~s hot spiced drink. XVIII. f. 
name of the inventor, Colonel Francis Negus 
(died 173z). 

neif nif (hist.) one born in serfdom. XVI. 
-AN. neif, nief = OF. naif; see NAIVE. 

neigh nei (of a horse) utter its characteristic 
cry. OE. hnmgan = MDu. neyen (Du. dial. 
neijen), MHG. niigen, of imit. origin; synon. 
formations are OS. (to) hnechian; l\1Du. 
nijgen, nyen, MHG. nyhen; OE. hnfEggiung 
neighing, corr. to ON.gneggja, Ice!. hneggja, 
Norw. (k)neggja. Other imit. north. Eng. 
forms are neigher (XVI), nicker (xvrr), nicker 
(xvm). Hence neigh sb. xvr. 

neighbour nei·b;~.r one who lives near. OE. 
neahgebiir, neahhebiir, f. neah NIGH+gebiir 
BOOR; corr. to MDu. nagebuer, OHG. ntih
gibiir; cf. OS. ntibiir, MLG., MDu. nabur, 
MHG. nachbiir (G. nachbar); also ON. 
ndbtii (Sw., Da. nabo), f. nd- ~EAR+btia 
dwell. Hence nei·ghbouruoon. xv. 

neither nai·o;~.r, ni·o;~.r A. adv. not either 
XIII; nor, nor yet xv; B. adj. and sb. not the 
one or the other XIII. ME. nailler, neiller, 
alt., after EITHER, of nauther, nouther, nather, 
nother, OE. nawper, naujJer, naper, *naper, 
contr. of ntih'll!fEper (cf. OFris. niihwedder, 
nauder), f. nti N01-t-hwf£per WHETHER. 

nemato- ne·m;~tou comb. form of Gr. nerna, 
niimat- thread (see NEEDLE), used in terms of 
nat. hist. XIX. 

nemertean, -ine nim;i·.rti;}n, -tain (one) of 
a class of fiat-worms. XIX. f. modL. lvemn
tes (Cuvier)- Gr. Nemerds name of a sea
nymph; see -EAN, -INE1• 
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NEMESIS 

nemesis ne·mlsis goddess of retribution; 
retributive justice. XVI. -Gr. ntfmesis 
righteous indignation (also personified), f. 
nemein to deal out what is due, rei. to nomos 
custom, law (see NIM). 

nenuphar ne·njufii.I water-lily. XVI. 
- medL. nenuphar (whence also F. nenufar, 
Sp., It. nenufar)- Arab. and Pers. nlniifar, 
nilufar- Skr. nilotpala blue lotus, f. nil blue 
+utpala lotus, water-lily. 

neo- ni·ou, nio· comb. form of Gr. neos NEW, 
in common use since c.r86o; there are rare 
early exx., e.g. ne:opela·gian (1647), neo
pla·tonism (c.r83o). neologiSM nio·l;}d3izm 
innovation in language. XVIII. -F. neo
logisme; also neo·LoGy, XVIII. -F. 

neophyte nh)fait new convert, novice. XVI, 
- ecclL. neophytus- Gr. N.T. ne6plmtos 
(I Tim. iii 6) 'newly planted', f. neos NEo-+ 
phut6n plant (n. of pp. formation on phuein 
cause to be (see BE)). (jJ Not common be
fore XIX. In use somewhat earlier than the 
Rheims translation in the N.T. (r582), 
where, in the Preface to the Reader ciij, the 
question is asked: 'If Proselyte be a received 
word in the English bibles ... why may not 
we be bold to say, Neophyte?' It was re
jected by some as an unknown term. 

neoteric niote-rik recent, modern. XVI, 
-late L. neotericus- Gr. neoterik6s, f. neo
teros, com par. of neos NEW; see -IC. 

nepenthe nipe·n]Ji drug supposed to banish 
grief or trouble from the mind XVI (Spenser) ; 
plant yielding the drug XVII. Alt., after It. 
nepente, of nepenthes nipe·n]Jiz, also used 
in Eng. for the drug (xvi) and the pitcher
plant (xviii)- L. nepenthes (Pliny)- Gr. 
nepenthes (Odyssey iv 221, qualifying phdr
makon drug), n. of nepenthis banishing pain, 
f. ne- NE+penthos grief (see PATHOS). 

nephelo- ne·fllou comb. form ofGr.nephele 
cloud (see NEBULA). XIX, 

nephew ne·vju, ne·fju brother's or sister's 
son. XIII. ME. neveu- (O)F. neveu, also 
ONF. nevu, nevo (whence similar ME. 
forms) = Pr. nebot, It. nepote, nipote :- L. 
nepotem, nepos grandson, nephew, descen
dant; CIE. term denoting indirect descent, 
repr. also by Skr. ndpdt, OPers. napa grand
son, Gr. anepsi6s nephew, OLith. nepuotis, 
nepotis, Ir. nia (g. niath) sister's son, and in 
Germ. by OE. nefa (ME. neve), OFris. neva, 
OS. nevo (Du. neef), OHG. nevo (G. neffe), 
ON. nefi :- *nelion. Cf. NIECE. 

nephritic nefri·tik affecting the kidneys. 
xvr. -late L. nephriticus (Celsus)- Gr. 
nephritik6s, f. nephritis (whence, through late 
L., nephri·ns xvr), f. nephr6s KIDNEY :
*neghwros; -rc. So ne·phro- comb. form 
of the Gr. sb. xvn. 

ne plus ultra ni plAs A ·ltr;} command to go 
no further; utmost limit. XVII. L. phr., 'not 

NEST 

more beyond', said to have been inscribed on 
the Pillars of Hercules (Calpe, i.e. Gibraltar, 
and Abyla, mountains on opposite sides of 
the western entrance to the Mediterranean, 
fabled to have been parted by the arm of the 
giant Hercules). Also non plus ultra XVII (so 
in F. from XVII), tnon ultra xvr. 

nepotism ne·potizm · favouritism as of a 
pope, etc. towards nephews XVII. -F. 
nepotisme - J t. nepotismo, f. nepote NEPHEW; 
see -ISM, 

Neptunian neptjii·nidn (geol.) pert. to the 
action of water )(plutonic, volcanic. XVIII. 
f. L. Neptunius, f. Neptiinus god of the sea; 
see -IAN and cf. F. neptunien. 

Nereid ni;)·riid sea-nymph. XVII. - L. 
Nereid-, nom. Nereis- Gr. Nereid-, Nerels, 
f. Nerezis ancient sea-god, f. base of L. nare 
swim (see NATATION, -ID, and cf. NAIAD). 

neroli ni;}·roli essential oil from the flowers 
of the bitter orange. XVII. - F. neroli- It. 
neroli, said to be from the name of its dis
coverer, an Italian princess. 

nerve n;l.rv sinew, tendon XVI; fibrous con
nexion conveying sensation, etc. between 
the brain and other parts XVII. - L. nervus 
sinew, bowstring, rei. to Gr. neuron (cf. 
NEURO-) sinew, nerve, and further to L. nere 
spin (see NEEDLE). Cf. F. nerf (whence 
ME. tnerf XIV), It. nen·o. So ne·rvous. 
XIV. - L. nervosus, whence F. nerveux, etc. 
ne·rVY1 , XVII (Sh.). 

nescience ne· fi;}ns lack of knowledge. XVII. 
-late L. nescientia, f. nescient-, -ens (whence 
ne·sciENT xvn), prp. of nescire be ignorant, 
f. ne- + scfre know; see NE, SCIENCE. 

ness nes headland. OE. n:es(s), nes(s), nresse, 
corr. to LG. nesse, ON. nes, rel. to OE. nres-, 
nasu; see NOSE. The generalization of the 
form ness, as opposed to nass, is due partly 
to the prevalence of place-names in -ness, 
partly to ON. nes. 

-ness suffix expressing state or condition 
appended to adjs. and pps., in more recent 
use to prons., advs., and phrs. OE. -nes(s), 
-nis(s) = OFris. -nesse, -nisse, OS. -nessi, 
-nissi (Du. -nis), OHG. -nessi, -nissi, -nassi 
(G. -niss), Goth. -nassus; f. *n (of str. pps.) 
+ *-assus, f. *-atjan verbal suffix (the vowel
variation a e i is unexpl.). A concr. sense is 
developed in FASTNESS, LIKENESS, WILDER
NESS, WITNESS. The use in titles (highness, 
holiness) follows that of L. -tiis. Forgiveness 
is isolated. 

nest nest bird's laying- and hatching-place 
OE. ; set of similar objects xvr. OE. nest = 
(M)Du., (O)HG. nest :-IE. *nizdo-, whence 
also L. nidus, Oir. net (mod. nead), W. nyth 
nest, Skr. ni¢d resting-place; f. *ni down 
(cf. NETHER)+ *sed- SIT. Hence nest vb. 
XIII; rep!. OE. nistan = MDu., (O)HG. 
nisten :- ""nestjan. 
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NESTLE 

nestle ne·sl have a nest OE.; ref!. and intr. 
settle oneself comfortably xvr. OE. nest/ian 
= MLG., (M)Du. nestelen ( cf. OE. nistl(i)an, 
MHG. nistelen); see prec. and -LE3 • So 
nestling ne·sliiJ young bird in the nest XIV ; 
f. NEST or NESTLE, perh. after MDu. nestelinc 
(mod. -ling) = G. nest-, nist(e)ling. 

Nestor ne·sti>.z name of a Homeric hero 
famous for his age and wisdom, used alius. 
for a wise old man. XVI (Sh.). 

Nestorian nest5::~·ri;m -late L. Nestoritinus 
applied to the heresy according to which 
Christ is said to have distinct divine and 
human persons, promoted by Nestorius, 
patriarch of Constantinople 428-c.451. xv. 

net1 net 'anything reticulated or decussated, 
at equal distances, with interstices between 
the intersections' (J.). OE. net(t) = OFris. 
net(te), OS. netti, net, (M)Du. net, MLG., 
MDu. nette, OHG. ne::;:;i (G. netz), ON. net, 
Goth. nati; the existence of ON. not large 
net (whence Finn. nuota) suggests an IE. 
base "'nlid-, to which some refer L. nassa 
(:- "'nadtti) narrow-necked basket for catch
ing fish. Hence net vb. XVI. 

net• net ttrim, smart, clean, bright xrv; 
free from deduction xvr. - F. net, fern. nette 
NEAT 2 (whence also Du., Da. net, G. nett, 
Sw. m'itt). 

nether ne·o::~.r lower (now rare exc. in nether 
garments, n. regions). OE. neopera, nipera =' 
OFris. nithera, nethera, OS. nithiri (Du. neder 
in comps.), MLG. ned(d)er, OHG. nidari, 
-eri, -iri (G. nieder), ON. neori; f. CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) "'nipar (repr. by OE. niper, 
etc.) down downwards = Skr. nitariim, f. 
"'ni- down, with compar. suffix. 

nettle ne·tl stinging plant (Urtica). OE. 
net(e)le, netel = OS. netila, MLG. net(t)ele, 
MDu. netele (Du. netel), OHG. ne::;:;ila 
(G. nessel), OSw. netla, ODa. nret-, nredlre, 
Ice!. netla :-Germ. "'natilon, deriv. (see -LE1) 

of base of OHG. na:;:;a, I eel. notu (gras); the 
reduced grade of the IE. base *nod- is repr. 
by Gr. adike (*1Jd-) nettle. Hence nettle vb. 
beat or sting with nettles xv ; irritate, vex XVI. 
So Du. netelen, G. nesseln. 

neume njiim (mus., in plainsong) group of 
notes sung to one syllable xv; sign used 
in plainsong notation XIX. - (O)F. neume 
- medL. neuma, neupma- Gr. pneuma breath 
(cf. PNEUMATIC). Also neu·ma. XVIII. 

neural nju::~·r::~l pert. to the nerves. xrx. f. 
Gr. neuron NERVE+-AL1• 

neuralgia nju:me·ld3" affection of a nerve 
causing pain. XIX. - modL. neuralgia, f. Gr. 
neuron NERVE+dlgos pain. (In F. nevralgie.) 
So neurasthenrA1 -pi·ni::~, neuri·Tis XIX. 
neuro- nju::~·rou, nju;Jrv· comb. form of Gr. 
neilron, as in neuro·LOGY. xvn. - modL. 
neurologia- mod Gr. neurologia (cf. F. mivro
logie). neuro·TOMY. XVIII. -modi,.. neuro·
pterA 2 order of insects. XVIII; Gr. pter6n 
wing (cf. FEATHER). 

NEWT 

neuter njii·t;JJ neither masculine nor femi
nine XIV; intransitive; neutral XVI; asexual, 
sterile ~VIII. - (O)F. neutre or its source 
L. neuter, f. ne- NE+uter either of two (cf. 
NEITHER). So neu·trAL1 not taking sides; 
occupying a middle position XVI; (chem.) 
XVII. -F. tneutral or L. neutriilis (Quinti
lian), f. neutr-, neuter. neutraliTY -re·liti. 
xv.- (O)F. or medL. 

neve nei·vei, llneve granular snow on a 
glacier; field of frozen snow. XIX. - Swiss F. 
neve glacier :- Rom. *nivtitum, f. L. niv-, 
nix SNOW. 

never ne·v::~.z at no time. OE. n:Efre, f. ne+ 
:Efre; see NE, EVER. The contr. form ner, 
nere (La3., Cursor M.), with indef. art. nere 
a, ne'er a, became (dial.) narrow a, narra, 
(esp. U.S.) nary. Hence ne:verthele·ss 
notwithstanding XIII (Cursor M.), also 
tnever the lat(t)er XIV-XVII; repl. earlier 
notheless, natheless OE. nti py lies, f. nti, no 
N01 +the, instr. case of THE + LESS; cf. L. 
nihilominus lit. 'by nothing less'. 

new njii not existing before, of recent 
growth. OE.nizue, nfowe, neowe = OFris. ny, 
ni, OS. niuwi, nigi, MLG. nige, nie, MDu. 
nieuwe, nuwe, nie (Du. nieuw), OHG. niuwi 
(G. neu), ON. nyr, Goth. niujis :- CGerm. 
*neujaz :- CIE. *newjos, repr. by Gr. (Ionic) 
neios, Gaul. Novio- (in place-names), Olr. 
nile (Jr., Gael. nuadh, W. newydd), OS!. 
novil, Lith. nm7jas, modification of *newos, 
repr. by L. novus (cf. NOVEL), Gr. neos, NEO-, 
Skr. ndvas. 

newel nju·;)l pillar forming the centre of a 
winding stair XIV; post supporting the hand
rail of a staircase XIX. ME. nowel- OF. 
nouel, noel knob :- medL. nodellus, dim. of 
nodus knot (see NODE). 

newfangled nju·fre:IJgld fond of novelty xv; 
new-fashioned xvr. alt. (by addition of -ED1 

to impart a more adjectival appearance) of 
newefangel XIV (Ch.), f. newe adv. of NEw+ 
*fangel, repr. an OE. *fango! 'inclined to 
seize', f. *fang-; see FANG, -LE2• q MDu. 
nievingel(heit) has a different stem-vowel. 

news njiiz tnovelties XIV; tidings xv. pl. of 
NEW; after OF. noveles, pl. of novele (mod. 
nouvelle) NOVEL; or after medL. nova, pl. 
of novum new thing, sb. use of n. of novus 
NEW. q There is no evidence of contact 
with synon. Du. nieuws, which prob. origi
nated in the phr. wat nieuws, iet(s) nieuws, in 
which the form is genitive sg. (cf. OE. hwret 
niwes, aht nfwes, ME. what newes). Hence 
neW"SPA'PER, XVII. 

newt njiit small tailed amphibian (Triton). 
XV. f. n of AN (cf. NICKNAME)-hnut, var, of 
ewet, EFT. q The change off, v tow is un
usual, but cf. the name Pewsey, Pusey, from 
OE. Pefesig; with the var. neuft (B. Jon son) 
cf. ewft (Spenser). 
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NEXT 

next nekst lying nearest (now only with fol
Jo,ving sb. or pron. orig. in the dative); 
nearest in kinship; immediately preceding 
or succeeding OE.; immediately following 
in time XII. OE. nehst-a, ws. niehst-a = 
OFris. neest-e, OS. mi(h)ist-o (Du. naast-e), 
OHG. nlihist-o (G. niichst-e), ON. nrestr, 
n:Esti; super!. of NIGH (see -EST). 

nexus ne· ksas bond, link XVII ; connected 
group XIX. - L., f. nex-, pp. stem of nectere 
bind (cf. CONNECT). 

nib nib (dial.) beak, bill XVI; (split) pen
point; (pl.) short handles on the shaft of a 
scythe XVII; peak, tip xvm; (pl.) small pieces 
into which cocoa-beans are crushed XIX. 
prob. - MDu. nib or MLG. nibbe, var. of 
nebbe beak, NEB. 

nibble ni·bl take little bites (of); fig. carp. 
XV. prob. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. nibbeln, 
also gnibbeln, knibbeln gnaw = Du. knibbelen 
gnaw, murmur, squabble, parallel to knab
belen, whence tknabble (XVI). 

niblick ni·blik golf club having a small 
round heavy head. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

nibs nibz. XIX. See NABS. 
niccolite ni·blait native arsenide of nickel. 

XIX. f. modL. nicco[um NICKEL-t--ITE1• 

nice nais tfoolish, stupid xm ; twanton XIV; 
tcoy, shy xv; fastidious, dainty; difficult to 
manage or decide; minute and subtle; pre
cise, critical; minutely accurate XVI; dainty, 
appetizing; agreeable, delightful xvm. -
OF. nice silly, simple = Pr. nesci, Sp. necio, 
It. nescio :- L. nesciu-s ignorant, f. ne- NE+ 
sci-, scfre know (see SCIENCE). So niceTY 
nai·slti. XIV. -OF. nicete. 

Nicene nai·sin pert. to (councils of the 
Church held at) ~ic"'a (Gr. ~Jkaia) in 
Bithynia, esp. of the creed adopted at the 
first of these (A.D. 325). xv. -late L. Nice
nus, Nic:Enus. 

niche nitJ recess for a statue, etc. XVII. 
- (O)F. niche, f. nicher make a nest, nestle :
Rom. *uidicare, f. nidus NEST. ()! JVlainly 
from F., the word has become CEur. 

nick nik notch xv; precise moment XVI. So 
nick vb. make a notch in; hit off; win at the 
game of hazard; trick, cheat XVI. Of unkn, 
origin; possibly from Low Du., but no con
tact of meaning can be made out with the 
similar Du. nihken = G. nicken (OHG. 
nice/zen) nod, beckon, 

Nick nik Old N., the devil. XVII. usu. taken 
to be abbrev. of the name Nicholas, but no 
reason for such an application is known. 
()! Not connected with NICKER. 

nickel ni·kl hard silverv-white lustrous 
mineral, usu. associated with cobalt. XVIII. 
Named in 1754 by Axel F. von Cronstedt, 
Swedish mineralogist ; shortening of G. 
kupfernickel 'copper nickel', the mining 
name of the copper-coloured ore (NICCOLITE) 
from which the metal was first obtained by 

NIELLO 

Cronstedt in 17 51. The second el. of kupfer
nickel appears to be nickel dwarf, mischievous 
demon, the name being giYen to the ore be
cause it yielded no copper in spite of its 
appearance (cf. COBALT). 

nicker ni·ku water-sprite. OE.nicorwater
monster = MLG. necker, MDu. nicker, 
necker (Du. nikker), ON. nykr :-Germ. 
*nikwiz, *nikuz; cf. OHG. nihhus crocodile, 
nicchessa (G. nix, nixe ::-;rrx2

); based on IE. 
*nigu·- wash, repr. by Gr. nizein, Oir. nigid, 
Skr. nenekti (p.p.). 

nickname ni·kneim name added to or sub
stituted for the proper name, esp. in ridicule. 
XV. Late ME.nekename, f. n of AN (cf. NEWT) 
+ tekename (XIV), f. eke addition (see EKE 2) + 
NA!\IE, after 0~. aukanafn. 

Nicolaitan nikolei·itan name of an early 
Christian sect of obscure character. XVI. 
- modL. Nicoi<Iitlinus, f. Gr. Nicolaites 
(Rev. ii 6), f. J..'ikolaos Nicholas. 

nicotine nibti·n essential principle of 
tobacco. XIX. -F. nicotine, f. modL. nico
tilina (sc. herba) tobacco-plant (F. nicotiane, 
whence Eng. tnicotian XVI-XVII), f. name 
of Jacques Nicot, French ambassador at 
Lisbon, by whom tobacco was first intro
duced into France in I s6o; see -INE6• 

nictitate ni·ktiteit blink, wink. xvm. f. 
pp. stem of medL. nictitlire, frequent. of 
L. nictare blink, rei. to conivere CONNIVE; 
see -ATE 3 • So nictitA·TIO:<i. XVIII. 

nid, nide see KYE. 

niddering ni·d;,riiJ (arch.) base wretch. 
XVI (nidering). erron. form of nithing, late 
OE. nioing- 0~. niiJingr NITHING. The 
error originated in the 1596 edition of 
\Villiam of 2\1almesbury's 'De gestis regum 
Anglorum' p. 68 by the misreading of niiJing 
as nid'ing, i.e. nidering. The mod. currency 
of the word is due to Scott. A further cor
ruption is ni·dderLING1 • XVII. 

nidification ni:difikei ·Jan nest-building. 
XVII. - medL. nidific<'itio(n-), f. L. nidificlire 
(whence ni·difiCATE3 XIX, ni·diFY XVII), f. 
nidus NEST. 

nidor nai·d5.r smell from animal substances 
burned, etc. XVII. - L. nidor; cf. Gr. kn'isa 
smell of burnt fat, 0~. hnissa steam from 
cooking. So ni·dorous. XVII (Bacon). 
late L. 

niece nis tgranddaughter; brother's or 
sister's daughter. XIII. - (O)F. niece= It. 
dial. netsa, nezza :- popL. *neptia, for L. 
neptis, corr. to Skr. nap tis, Lith. nepte, Gem1. 
*niptiz, whence OE. nift (current till xv), 
OFris., OHG. nijt, :\1Du. niclzte (whence 
G. nichte), Du. nicht, ON. nipt; a Rom. by
form *nepta'is repr. by Pr. nepta, Sp. nieta, 
Pg. neta. Cf. NEPHEW. 

niello nie·lou black composition for filling 
in engraved designs, etc. XIX. It. = OF. 
nee[, Pr., Sp. niel :- L. nigellu-s, dim. of 
niger black. 



NIEF 

nief nif, nieve, neive niv (dial.) fist. xm. 
ME. neve- ON. hnefi, nefi, which has no 
known cogns. Current in all north. and Sc. 
dialects; in Sh. in the form neafe (also 
newfe), in B. Jonson in the form neufe. 

niggard ni·g;ud sb. stingy person; adj. 
stingy, miserly. XIV (Ch.). alt., with sub
stitution of suffix -ARD, of earlier i'nigon 
(xrv-xvr), f. tnig (xm-xvn); prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. njugg, dial. nugg, nygg, OJ\". 
hnpggr (:- *xnauwjaz), Norw. nogg, and 
NIGGLE), and ult. rei. to OE. hneaw niggardly 
(:- *xnawaz), corr. to MDu. nauwe (Du. 
nauw narrow, tight), 1\IIHG. nouwe careful, 
exact, (ge)nouwe scarcely (G. genau exactly). 
Hence ni·ggardly. xvr; see -LY\ -LY 2• 

nigger ni·ga.I negro. xvm. Later form of 
(dial.) neeger, neger xvr (-F. negre- Sp. 
negro, whence also Du., G. neger), tniger 
XVI-XVIII (- L. niger); see NEGRO. 

niggle ni·gl do anything in a trifling or in
effective way. XVI (Nashe). prob. of dial. 
origin in literary use. The modern dial. dis
tribution, mainly northern and eastern, and 
the correspondence in form and meaning to 
Norw. nigla, point to prob. early adoption 
from Scand. (cf. NIGGARD). 

nigh nai (arch., dial.) near. OE. neah, neh, 
corr. to OFris. nei, ni, OS., OHG. ndh (Du. 
na, G. nah), ON. nd- (in camps. like ndb!ii 
NEIGHBOVR), Goth.nehw- (nehzv prep., nehwa 
adv.); CGerm., of unkn. origin. Fully de
clined as adj. only in OHG.; in OE. chiefly 
in advb. use or with obj. dative. The compar. 
of the adv. is OE. near NEAR 2, of the adj. 
11earra, ME. ner, nar, super!. niexst(a) NEXT; 
the formal relation of these becoming ob
scured, new forms nigher, nighest were 
formed xvr. For the vocalism cf. DIE\ HIGH. 

night nait period of darlmess)(day. OE. niht, 
for earlier nieht with vowel generalized from 
case-forms in which mutation was regular, 
the normal (Anglian) nom. being meht, neaht 
= OFris., l\1Du. nacht, OS., OHG. naht 
(Du., G. nacht), ON. ndtt, n6tt, Goth. nahts. 
The CIE. base *nokt- is repr. also by L. nox, 
noel- (cf. NOCTI-, NOCTURN), Gr. mix, nukt-, 
OS!. noft'i (Russ. noch'), Lith. naktls, Olr. 
nocht (innocht tonight), W. nos (peuinoeth 
every night, heino tonight), Skr. ndktd, 
ndktis. (j[ The ancient Germ. reckoning of 
time by nights is preserved in FORTNIGHT, 
SENNIGHT; cf. also ON. mdnuor ]n·itogndttar 
'month of 30 nights', calendar month, vV. 
wythnos 'eight nights', week; nee dierum 
numerum, ut nos, sed noctium computant 
[sc. Germani], Tacitus, 'Germania' xi; spatia 
omnis temporis non numero dierum sed 
noctium finiunt [sc. Galli], Cresar, 'Bellum 
Gallicum' vi. 

nightingale nai·til)geil bird remarkable for 
its song, Luscinia. ME. nihtingale (xm), 
alt. of nihtegale, OE. nihtegala (nehte-, 

NILOMETER 

na:hte-, etc.) = OS. nahta-, nahtigala (Du. 
nachtegaal), OHG. nahta-, nahtigala (G. 
nachtigall), ON. mitrgali; f. Germ. '*'naxt(i)
NIGHT+ *galan sing (see YELL). (j[ For the 
intrusive n cf. farthingale. 

nightmare nai-tmEa.I female incubus XIII ; 
bad dream with a feeling of suffocation XVI. 
f. NIGHT + ME. mare, OE. m:ere incubus, 
corr. to MLG. mar, MDu. mare, maer, 
OHG. mara (G. mahr), ON.mara :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *maron, *martin (whence 
OF. mare, surviving in F. cauchemar night
mare, f. caucher tread upon :- L. calcdre). 
The second el. is rei. to 0 Ir. M orirfgain queen 
of elves, Pol. zmora, Czech mura nightmare. 
Cf. MDu. nachtmare, -mere, -merrie, MHG. 
nahtmare (G. nachtmahr, -miihr), some of 
which show assim. to MARE. 

nightshade nai·tfeid plant of genera Sola
num and Atropa. OE. nihtscada, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. nachtschade, OHG. naht
scato (G. nachtschatten); app. f. NIGHT+ 
SHADE, prob. with allusion to the poisonous 
or narcotic properties of the berries. ME. 
vars. with -shode, -schede, and MLG. with 
-schede, are presumably independent altera
tions due to obscuration of the identity of 
the second el. 

nigri- nai·gri comb. form of L. niger (nigr-) 
black, for which the irreg. nigro- is more 
commonly used. 

nigrescent naigre·sant blackish. XVIII. 
- prp. stem of L. nigrescere grow black, f. 
niger black; see -ESCE, -ENT. 

nihil nai·hil nothing, thing of no value; 
(leg.) return by the sheriff where the party 
named had no goods on which to levy. XVI. 
- L. nihil (medL. nichil), short for nihilum, 
for *nfhilum, f. ni, var. of neNE-t hilum small 
thing, trifle (said to be prop. particle ad
hering to a seed). Cf. NIL 2• 

nihilism nai·(h)ilizm negative doctrines in 
religion or morals; extreme revolutionary 
principles involving destruction of existing 
institutions. XIX. So ni·hilist (Sir W. 
Hamilton). f. :-.:IHIL+-ISM, -IST; in philos. 
uses after G. nihilismus (F. H. Jacobi 1799~, 
nihilist (Jean Paul I8o4), F. nihiliste (1793); 
extended to the political sense after F. nihi
lisme (-Russ. nigilizm), F. nihiliste (1793). 

niP nil indigo. XVI ; see ANIL. 

niP nil nothing. XIX. L., contr. of NIHIL. 

nilgai see NYLGHAU. 

nill nil (arch.) be unwilling, not to will. OE. 
nyle (pres. tense) = OFris. nil, nel; f. NE+ 
zvi[e WILL 2• Cf. WILLY-NILLY. 

nilometer naihl'mita.I gauge for measur
ingthe height of the river Nile. XVIII. -Gr. 
neilomt!trion, with assim. to words in -METER. 
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NIM 

nim nim (arch.) take OE.; (sl.) steal XVI. 
OE. niman, pt. nom, nomon, nam, ntimon, 
pp. numen = OFris. nima, OS. niman (Du. 
nemen), OHG. neman (G. nehmen), ON. 
nema, Goth. niman :- CGerm. str. vb. *ne
man, rel. to Gr. nemein deal out, distribute, 
possess, occupy ; see also NEMESIS, NOMAD, 
NUMBER. In gen. literary use till xv ; rare in 
XVI; it appears c.r6oo in canting lang. in 
the sense 'thieve, pilfer' (cf. Corporal Nym 
in Sh. 'Merry Wives'). (]! For derivs. see 
NIMBLE, NUMB. 

nimble ni·mbl quick and light in move
ment or action. ME. nemel (xm), later 
nemble, neam(b)le, app. repr. OE. n:Emel 
quick at seizing, f. *niiim- *nem- take, NIM ; 
superseded by nymel (xv), later nymble, 
which may repr. either a phonetic develop
ment or an OE. *nimol (cf. numol grasping, 
biting, scearpnumol, teartnumol efficacious); 
see -LE 2• (]! For intrusive b cf. THIMBLE. 

nimbus ni·mb;Js cloud-like splendour in
vesting a god XVII; halo XVIII; rain-cloud 
XIX. - L. nimbus rain, cloud, aureole. 

niminy-piminy ni:minipi·mini mincing. 
XIX. Jingling formation based on NAMBY
PAMBY; cf. MIMINY-PIMINY. 

Nimrod ni·mr<Jd ttyrant XVII; great hunter 
XVIII. - Heb. Nimrod valiant, strong; name 
of 'a mighty one in the earth' and a 'mighty 
hunter before the Lord' (Gen. x 8, g). 

nincompoop ni·nkampilp, -IJk- simpleton. 
XVII (nicom-, nickum-). The earliest forms 
suggest deriv. from a proper name, such as 
Nicholas or Nicodemus (cf. F. nicodilme 
simpleton)+the word repr. by tpoop cheat, 
befool (xvi-xvu); cf. tnoddypoop (xvi); 
alteration of the first syl!. to nin- is prob. 
due to NINNY. 

nine nain 9, ix. OE. nigon = OFris. nigun, 
~OS. nigun, -on (Du. negen) :- *nigun, var. of 
Germ. *nizvun (repr. by OHG. niun, G. 
neun, ON. niu, Goth. niun) :-IE. *(e)new1J, 
repr. by L. novem (for *noven), Gr. ennea, 
eina-, ena-, Oir. noi, n6in, OPruss. newints 
ninth, OSl. deveti, Lith. devyn! (with d .. n 
for n . . n), Arm. inn, Skr., Av. ndva-, Tokh. 
fiu. So nineTEEN. OE. nigontyne ~c' OFris. 
niogentena, OS. nigentein (Du. negentien), 
OHG. niunzehan (G. neunzehn), ON. nltjdn. 
nineteenTH. OE. nigonteopa, etc. ninth 
nainp. ME. ni3onpe (xii), a new formation 
superseding OE. nigopa = OS. niguoo, 
MLG. negede; cf. SEVENTH. ni·neTY1 • OE. 
nigontig. ninepins. XVI; see PIN. 

ninny ni·ni simpleton. XVI. Appellative use 
of Ninny, pet-form of Innocent, with prefixed 
n- (cf. Ned, NEDDY) and -Y6 ; cf. 'Innocent, · 
Innocent, Ninnie (a proper name for a man)' 
Cotgr. and Ninny's, illiterate substitution 
for Ninus' in Sh. 'MND' III i 99, v i 204. 
In comb. ninny-hammer. XVI (Nashe) (cf. 
yellow-hammer as a term of reproach). 

NITRE 

niobium naiou·bi;~m (chem.) metallic ele
ment, earlier called columbium. XIX. modL., 
f. Niobe, (Gr. myth.) name of the daughter 
of Tantalus; so named in I845 by Heinrich 
Rose, who rediscovered it in the tantalites 
of Bavaria; see -ruM. 

nip1 pinch XIV (PPL); snatch, seize smartly 
XVI ; move nimbly XIX. pro b. ofLDu. origin; 
cf. tSc. gnip (XIV), tknip (xvi). Hence sb. 
XVI. ni·ppER1 tthief XVI; costermonger's 
boy, (hence) youngster XIX. 

nip 2 nip thalf-pint of ale XVIII; small 
quantity of spirits XIX. prob. short for 
tnipperkin (XVII) measure of half a pint or 
less, small quantity of drink, rei. to LDu. 
nippen, whence G. nippen, Da. nippe. 

nipple ni·pl teat. xvr. Early forms also 
neble, nible, perh. dim. of NEB, NIB point; 
see -LE1• (]! The change from b to p is 
unexpl. ; unconnected with OE. nypel ele
phant's trunk (.lElfric). 

Nippon ni·pon see JAPANESE. 

nirvana n:i.rva·n;~ (in Buddhism) extinction 
of individual existence. XIX. - Skr. nirvti1Ja, 
sb. use of n.pp. of nirvti be extinguished, f. 
nis out+va- blow (see WIND1). 

nisi nai·sai (leg.) attached to decree, order, 
rule, to indicate that these are not absolute 
or final, but are to be taken as valid unless 
some cause is shown, etc. XIX. L. nisi un
less. So nisi prius nai·sai prai·as writ 
named from the first two words of the pro
viso 'nisi prius justiciarii ad assisas capiendas 
venerint' unless the judges come to take the 
assize before(see Blackstone 'Commentaries', 
1768, III 59). 

nit nit egg of a louse, etc. OE. hnitu = 
MLG., lVIDu. nete (Du. neet), OHG. 
(h)ni? (G. niss, nisse) :- WGerm. •xnito :
IE. *knida (cf. Gr. konid-, k6nis dust). 
(]! Parallel forms are ON. gnit, Russ., Pol. 
gnida, Olr. sned, Alb. IJ.vi. 

nithing naH~iiJ (arch.) abject wretch, villain; 
niggard. Late OE. niping- ON. nioingr, 
f. nio contumely, libel, insult = OE. nip 
enmity, malice, affliction, OFris., OS., 
OHG. nid (Du. nijd, G. neid envy), Goth. 
neip, CGerm. sb. of which theult. connexions 
are unlm.; see -ING3 • (jJ Cf. NIDDERING. 

nitid nit·id shining, glossy. XVII. - L. 
nitidus, f: nit ere shine ; see -101

• 

nitre nai·t;~.r tsodium carbonate, (now) salt
petre xrv ; tsupposed nitrous element in air 
or plants XVII. - (O)F. nitre- L. nitrum- Gr. 
nitron, of Semitic origin ( cf. He b. netr natron, 
Ass. nit(i)ru, Egyptian ntr); cf. NATRON. 
The comb. form is ni·tro- nai-trou, naitro·. 
So nitriC nai-trik applied to an acid pro
duced by the treatment of nitrates with sul
phuric acid. xvm. -F. nitrique (I787). 
ni·trate nai·treit xvm. -F. nitrate (1787); 
see -ATE 1c. ni·trous pert. to nitre. xvu 
(the mod. chem. uses date from XVIII). - L. 
nitrosus; later - F. nitremc. 
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NITROGEN 

nitrogen nai·trad3an chief constituent of 
the atmosphere. XVIII. -F. nitrogene (Chap
tal, 1790); see NITRO-, -GEN, and cf. OXYGE:-<. 
(jf So named from being a constituent of 
nitric acid ; earlier named phlogisticated air 
or gas. 

nix1 niks (sl.) nothing. XVIII. -colloq. G. 
nix, for nichts, short for MHG. nihtesniht 
'nothing of nothing', strengthened form of 
niht nothing :- OHG. niwiht, neowiht, for 
*ne eo zciht 'not ever a thing' (cf. NOUGHT). 

nix 2 niks water-sprite. XIX. -G. nix m., 
MHG. niches, OHG. nihhus; see NICKER. 
So nixie ni·ksi water-nymph. XIX (Scott)
G. nixe fern. :- OHG. nicchessa, with assim. 
of ending to -IE. 

nizam nizii·m title of the rulers of Hydera
bad 1713-48 XVIII; Turkish regular army 
XIX. -Urdu, Turk. nizam- Arab. nitjam 
order, arrangement, f. narjama arrange, join 
in order ; in the first sense short for nizam
al-mulk governor of the empire (Nizzamuluc 
in H. Johnson's 'The Worlde', r6or). 

no1 nou not (in literary use surviving only 
in or no(xv) ). OE.no, f. ne+o, var. of a ever; 
cf. NAY. The midi. and south. ME. repr. of 
OE. na (see N0 3) coalesced with this and in
fluenced the pronunc. (jf The phr. or no 
was preceded by or non, north. or non (XIII), 
which pro b. originated in the ellipsis of a sb. 

no2 nou not any. XIII (na, no). Clipped 
form of non, NONE1, orig. used (like A1) before 
words beginning with a cons. Comps. no·
BODY XIV (R. Mannyng) ; no·HOW XVIII ; 
no·WAY(s) XIII; NOTHING; no·WHERE, no·
WHITHER OE. 

no 3 nou expressing a negative answer. XIII 
(AncrR.). midi. and south. ME. form of 
OE. na, f. NE+a ever (cf. AY). q Earlier 
practice limited the use of no to response to 
a sentence containing a negative )( nay. 

no., no (read as number). XVI. abbrev. of L. 
numero in number, abl. of numerus NUMBER; 
later, perh. after F. numt!ro (- It., Sp. nu
mero), standing for 'number' (so-and-so). 

Noachian nouei·kian pert. to Noah (Gen. 
vi 14, etc.). XVII (Cudworth). So Noa·
chic(AL). XVII. 

nob1 n;:,b (sl. or colloq.) head. XVII. perh. 
var. of KNOB. 

nob2 nnb (colloq.) person of wealth or dis
tinction. XIX. In XVIII Sc. nab, knabb, the 
local pronunc. of which may have suggested 
nob to the southerner. Hence no·bbv1 

smart, elegant XIX; in XVIII Sc. knabby. 

nobble nn·bl (sl. or colloq.) tamper with (a 
racing horse); steal, seize. XIX. pro b. var. 
of (dial.) knobble, var. of knubble knock, beat, 
f, KNOB1 knub+-LE3 , 

noble nou·bl illustrious by position, charac
ter, or birth; distinguished by splendour or 
magnificence XIII ; of great or lofty character 

NOISE 

XVI. - (O)F. noble = Sp. noble, It. nobile -
L. nobilis, for earlier gnobilis (cf. IGNOBLE), 
f. *gno- KNOW; see -BLE. So nobi'LITY. XIV. 
- (O)F. or L. noblesse nou·bles (arch.) 
nobility. XIII. - (O)F. noblesse = Pr. no
blessa, -eza, etc.; see -Ess2• 

nocake nou·keik (U.S.) maize parched and 
pounded. XVII. Algonkin; cf. Narragansett 
nokehick, Natick nookhik maize. 

nock n;:,k tip of horn on a bow or arrow XIV 
(Trevisa); (naut.) end of a yard-arm or sail 
XVI. - MDu. nocke (Du. nock), whence also 
G. nock. 

nocti-, before a vowel noct-, comb. form of 
L. noct-, nox NIGHT. 

noctule nn·ktjul largest species of British 
bat. xvm (Pennant). -F. noctule (Buffon) 
- It. nottola, -o, f. notte NIGHT. 

nocturn n;:,·kta.m division of the office of 
mattins. xm. - (O)F. nocturne or ecclL. 
nocturnus, -um, sb. use of L. nocturnus pert. 
to the night, f. noct-, nox NIGHT, with r-stem 
as in Gr. nuktor by night, nukteros nocturnal. 
So noctu·rnAL1 • xv. -late L. (cf. diurnus). 

nod n;:,d make a quick inclination of the 
head. XIV (Ch.). perh. of LG. origin; the 
nearest corr. form is MH G. notten (in mod G. 
notteln) move about, shake. Hence sb. XVI. 

noddy n;:,·di simpleton, noodle; sea-bird, 
Anous stolidus. XVI. prob. sb. useoftnoddy 
adj. foolish, silly (cf. tnoddy peak, -poll, 
-poop), perh. f. Non+-v1. Cf. synon. tnodge
cock, -comb (xvr). 

node noud complication, entanglement XVI ; 
hard tumour; point of intersection XVII. 
- L. nodus knot, etc., perh. rei. to nectere 
bind (see CONNECT). So nodULE nn·djul. 
XVI. - L. nodulus; cf. F. nodule. nodosE1 

nou·dous knotty. XVIII. - L. nodoSITY 
-;:,·slti. - late L. 

noel noue·l Christmas carol. XIX. -F. noel 
NOWEL. 

noetic noue·tik pert. to the intellect. XVII. 
-Gr. noetik6s, f. noet6s intellectual, f. noefn 
think, perceive, f. not1s, n6os mind. 

noggin no·gin mug, cup ; small quantity of 
liquor. XVII. Of unkn. origin. q Gael. 
noigean, Ir. noigin are from Eng. 

noil noil short pieces and knots of wool 
combed out of the long staple. XVII. prob. 
in earlier use and - OF. noel :- medL. no
dellu-s, dim. of L. nodus knot (NODE, NOOSE). 

noise noiz loud outcry (survives in hold 
one's n.); trumour; loud or harsh sound 
XIII; tagreeable sound XIV; tband of musi
cians XVI. - (O)F. noise outcry, hubbub, 
disturbance, noisy dispute = Pr. nausa noisy 
confusion, OCat. noxa harm, injury, Cat. 
nosa hindrance, Oit. dial. noxa dung:- L. 
nausea sea-sickness, NAUSEA. Hence (or
OF.nois(i)er)vb.xiV. noi·sv1• XVII (Dryden). 
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NOISOME 

noisome noi·s;lm harmful, injurious XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); offensive xv. f. tnoy to 
trouble, vex, harm, aphetic of ANNoY+ 
-SOME; finally superseding tnoyful, tnoyous 
(xiv). 

noli me tangere nou:limitre·nd3:~ri eroding 
ulcer on the face XIV ; species of balsam, 
Impatiens Noli me tangere XVI; person or 
thing that must not be meddled with XVII. 
L., 'touch me not' (cf. Vulgate, John xx 17). 

noll n;>l, noul (crown of) the head OE.; 
tnape of the neck XIV (Wycl. Bible, Tre
visa). OE. hnoll = MDu. nolle, OHG. hnol 
top, summit, cr_own of the head. 

nomad nou·mred, n;>·mred one of a wander
ing race. XVI. -F. nomade- L. Nomad-, 
Nomas, pl. Nomades pastoral people wander
ing about with their flocks - Gr. nomad-, 
nomds roaming about, esp. for pasture, pl. 
Nomddes pastoral people, f. *nom- *nem
(m!meinpasture); seeNIM, -AD1• So nomadic 
noumre·dik. XIX. -Gr. nomadik6s. 

nomenclature nou·m;mkleitJ:~.r, nome·n
klitJ;l.I tname; set of names. XVII. -F. 
nomenclature- L. nomenclatura (Pliny), f. 
nomencltitor one who names, f. nomen NAME 
+ caltire call j see INTERCALATE, -URE. 
nominAL 1 n;>·minal pert. to a noun xv; 
tnominalistic (in the medieval sense) XVI; 
pert. to a name; existing only in name xvn. 
-F. nominal or L. nomintilis, f. nomen NAME. 
Hence no·minabsM XIX, -IST XVII)(realism, 
-ist; cf. F. nominalisme, -iste (1752). 
no·minalLY2 by name XVII; in name XVIII. 
nominATE 3 n;>·mineit name, esp. officially. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. nomintire, f. nomin-, 
nomen NAME. nominA·TION. XV. - (O)F. or 
L. no·minATIVE of the case of the subject 
of a finite verb. XIV (Trevisa, Wyclif). -
(O)F. nominatif, -ive or L. nomintitivus 
(sc. casus case, Varro), tr. Gr. onomastiki 
(sc. ptiJsis case). nominEE1 n;>mini· person 
named or nominated. XVII. f. NOMINATE. 

-nomy nami, terminal el. of sbs., repr. Gr. 
-nomiti arrangement, management, rei. to 
nomos law, nbnein distribute (see NIM), as in 
ASTRONOMY, AUTONOMY, ECONOMY, GASTRO
NOMY, and words formed after these, as 
geonomy, zoonomy. The corr. adjs. end in 
-no·mic, -no·mical; see -Y 3• 

non- n;>n prefix expressing negation, used 
with sbs., adjs., vbs. (ppl. adjs., gerunds), 
and advs.; first in the AN. form noun- = 
OF. non-, nom-, nun-, num- :- L. non 'not' 
used as a prefix. The earliest exx. are non
power (Ch., PPI., Wyclif), non-residence, non
suit (Wyclif) ; similar comps. of a technical 
kind prevail until xvn, when the application 
was widened ; to the religious and political 
movements of XVI and XVIII belong noncon
formist, nonjumr (1691), non-resistance. The 
prefix is normally unstressed, but it is 
stressed in the disyllables nonage, nonsense, 
nonsuit, as also in nonchalance, nondescript. 

NONNY-NONNY 

nonage nou·nid3 period of legal infancy. 
XIV (PPL). -AN. nounage, OF. nonage; see 
NON-, AGE. 

nonagenarian nou:n;}d3lne:~·ri:~n 90 ye~rs 
old. XIX. f. L. nontigentirius, f. nontigeni, dis
tributive of nontiginta ninety, f. *noventiginta, 
f. novem NINE; see -ARIAN. So nonagesi
mAL 1 -e·simal. XVIII. f. L. nontigesimus 9oth. 

nonce mms phr. for the nonce (orig.) tfor 
the particular purpose, expressly XII (!orr ]Je 
naness, Orm); for the occasion, for the time 
being XVI. ME. for ]Je nanes, alteration (by 
misdivision, as in a newt for an ewt) of for 
]Jen anes, alt., with advb. -s, of *for pen ane 
'for the one (purpose)', parallel to to ]Jen ane 
(beside to ]Jen anes) 'with a view to the one 
(thing)'; cf. the parallel ane, anes (see ONCE). 

nonchalance n;>·nJ;Jlans lack of interest or 
concern. XVII. - (O)F. nonchalance, f. non
chalant (adopted in Eng. xvm), f. non NON
+prp. of chaloir be concerned, first used_in 
(ne) chaut it is (not) the concern (of), earlier 
(ne) chieut :- L. calet, 3rd sg. pres. ind. of 
calere be hot (see LUKEWARM). 

noncONFo·RMIST one who does not conform 
to the Church of England (or other estab
lished church). 16I9. So tnonconfo·rmi
tan, -fo·rmity 1618 (Donne). 

nondescript n;>·ndiskript t(nat. hist.) not 
hitherto described (so contemp. undescribed) 
XVII (Ray); not easily described, neither one 
thing nor another XIX. f. NON-+ descript- L. 
descriptus, pp. of describere DESCRIBE, 

none1 nAn no one, nobody; not any. OE. 
ntin == OFris. nen, ON. neinn; comp. of NE 
and ONE; cf. OS. nen, (M)Du. neen, (O)HG. 
nein no (adv.), and L. non not :- *ne oinom 
'not ONE (thing)'. As adv. XII; now chiefly 
in none the ... , none too .•.. 

nonE·NTITY n;>n- non-existent thing xvr; 
non-existence; person or thing of no im
portance XVII. See NON-; cf. tnon-ens XVII. 

nones nounz A. ninth day before the Ides 
xv; B. the fourth of the day offices of the 
Church. XVIII. In A- (O)F. nones- L. 
non;e ace. nontis, fern. pl. of nonus ninth, f. 
nove~ NINE; in B f. NONE 2 after mattins, 
lauds, vespers. Also none 2 XIX. - (O)F. none 
(Sp., It. nona)- L. nona (sc. hora hour). 

nonesuch xvr, now usu. nonsuch xvu nA ·n
sAtJ n;>·nsAtJ unmatched, unrivalled. Ex
tracted from such phr. as 'There is none 
such', but no doubt suggested partly by 
NONPAREIL; first used in the name of None
such Palace, at Cheam in Surrey, completed 
1557· 

nonny-nonny no·nim>·ni obs. refrain, often 
used to cover an indelicate allusion (cf. 
'these noninos of filthie ribauldry', Dray
ton). XVI, 
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NON-OBSTANTE 

non-obstante n<>n<>bstre·nti (leg.) first two 
words of a clause in statutes, etc. ('non 
obstante aliquo statuto in contrarium' any 
statute to the contrary not standing in the 
way). xv. medL., non NOT+obstante, abl. 
of obsttins, prp. of L. obstiire stand in the 
way, f. ob OB-+stare STAND (cf. OBVIOUS). 
See NOTWITHSTANDING. 

nonpareil n<>np:Jre·l having no equal xv 
(Ca.-'Cton); unique person or thing XVI 
(Nashe); size of printing type XVII. -F. 
nonpareil, f. non- NON-+pareillike :-Rom. 
*pariculu-s, dim. of par equal (see PAIR). 

nonplus n<>·np!As state in which no more 
can be said or done, esp. in phr. be at, put to, 
a nonplus. xvr. f. L. phr. non plus not more, 
no further (see NON, PLUS); cf. F. tmettre 
a nonplus. Hence as vb. XVI. 

non (plus) ultra see NE PLus ULTR'I.. 

nonsense n<>·nsens that which is not sense. 
XVII (B. Jonson). f. NON-+SENSE, after F. 
nonsens (xv). Hence nonse·nsiCAL. XVII. 

nonsuit n::J·nsjut (leg.) cessation or stoppage 
of a suit. XIV (Wyclif). -A~. no(u)nsuit; 
see NON-, SUIT. 

nonyl n<>·nil (chem.) ninth of the alcohols 
with formula Cnlhn+I· XIX. f. L. nonus 
NINTH+-YL. 

noodle1 nii·dl simpleton. XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin. 

noodle 2 nii·dl strip of dough as an ingre
dient of soup. XVIII. -G. nudel (of unkn. 
origin), whence F. nouilles. 

nook nuk corner, angle. XIII (first infeower
noked four-cornered, La!Jamon's 'Brut' 
21999; next in Cursor M.). Of unkn. 
origin. Many of the earliest instances are 
in texts in which the Scand. element is 
prominent, but no such Scand. form is 
known, unless it is repr. by Norw. dial. nok 
hook, bent object. (jf Gael., Ir. niuc is from 
the Sc. var. neuk. 

noon nun tninth hour of the day reckoned 
from sunrise, 3 p.m. ; toffice of nones OE. ; 
tmidday meal XII; midday XIII. OE. non, 
corr. to OS. non(e), (M)Du. noen, OHG. 
nona, G. none, ON. non- L. nona (sc. hora 
hour), fern. sg. of nonus ninth (see NINE); cf. 
NONE 2, NONES. The same shifting of the 
time denoted, prob. due to the anticipation 
of the canonical hour or of a meal-time, has 
taken place also in Du. noen and in dial. use 
of F. none. The common phr. (be)fore noon, 
after noon have given rise to the sbs. FORE
NOON, AFTERNOON, Hence nOO'DDAY. XV 
(Coverdale). noo·nTIDE. OE. nontid = 
MDu. noentijd, MHG. non(e)tit. 

noose nus loop formed with a running knot. 
xv (rare before r6oo). Late ME. nose, perh. 
-OF. nos, nous ( = Pr. nous, Cat. nus, It. 
nodo, Rum. nod), nom. sg. and accus. pl. 

NORTHUMBRIAN 

(:- L. nodus, -os) of no, nou, later noud, mod. 
nmud (:- L. nodu-s NODE). The alternative 
pronunc. niiz corr. to a disyll. ME. no·za, 
which is, however, unaccounted for. 

nopal nou•p:Jl Amer. species of cactus. 
XVIII. -(F. -) Sp. nopal- Mex. nopalli 
cactus. 

nor n3.r negative disjunctive particle. XIV. 
contr. of tnotlzer (f. NE), as or is of tother, 
"toutlzer, and twher of whether. 

norimon n<>·rim<>n litter, palanquin. XVII. 
- Jap. norimono, f. nori ride+mono thing. 

norm n5.rm model, pattern. XIX (Coleridge). 
- L. norma carpenter's square, pattern, rule, 
whence also (O)F. norme (adopted in Eng. 
xvn), It. norma. So no·rmAL1 rectangular, 
perpendicular XVII; conforming to a stan
dard XIX (n. school, after F. ecole normale 
1794)- F. normal or (of schools) L.normtilis, 
whence also Sp. normal, It. normale. Hence 
no·rmalcv, normA·LITY, no·rmahzE. XIX. 

Norman n5·.unan pl. -mans native of Nor
mandy XIII (La).); adj. XVI (N. English XVI, 
N. French XVII; (archit.) XVIII). orig. in pl. 
- (O)F. Normans, -anz, pl. of Nonnant 
(mod. -mand)- ON. Norama/Jr, pl. -menn, 
which was adopted as OE. Norpmann, pl. 
-menn, *Norman, pl. 1\formen, OHG. Nord
man (Du. Noorman, G. Normanne); see 
!'!ORTH, MAN. (jf The Scand. word is repr. 
in mod. times (from XVII) by Northman. 

norn n5m female fate in Scand. myth. 
XVIII (Percy). - 0~. nom, of unkn. origin. 
Latinized no·rna XIX. 

Nom n5m Norwegian. XVII. -ON. Nor
rmnn adj., Norrmnna sb. (whence early ME. 
tNorren), for *Nora1·mrm, f. nor/Jr NORTH. 

Norroy n<>·roi third King of Arms, whose 
jurisdiction lies north of the Trent. xv ( -ey). 
-AN. *norroi, f. (O)F. nord NORTH + roi 
king (cf. ROYAL). 

Norse n5.TS (hi st.) Norwegian XVI (Hakluyt) ; 
sb. and adj. the Norwegian tongue xvn (Old 
N., the language of Norway and its colonies 
to the 14th century). - Du. noorsch, var. of 
noordsch, f. tzoord NORTH + -sch -ISH1 ; cf. 
OFris. nor(d)sch, MLG. norrisch, MSw. 
norsker. 

north n5.rp pert. to the quarter most remote 
from the noonday sun. OE. nor]>= OFris. 
north, noerd, OS. noriJ (Du. noord), OHG. 
nord (G. nord), ON. nor/Jr; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic), of unkn. origin, the source of (O)F. 
nord, Sp., It. norte. So tno·rthEN1

• XII. 
no·rtherLY. XVI. no·rthern OE.; hence 
no·rtherDER1• XIX. tno·rthernLY. XVI. 
no·rthiNG1• xvrr (Sturmy). no·rthwARD. 
xn. no·rthwARDS, OE. 

Northumbrian n5.rjJA·mbrian pert. to 
Northumbria, that part of England lying 
north of the Humber. XVII (Drayton). f. 



NORWEGIAN 

tNorthumber pl. inhabitants of this, repr. 
OE. Nor]Jhymbre, f. nor]J north+Humbre 
Humber; see -IAN. 

Norwegian nf>~wi·d3;}n pert. to, native of, 
Norway. XVII. f. medL. Norvegia- ON. 
Norvegr(whencelateOE.Norweg,mod.Nor
way), f. noror NORTH+ vegr WAY, (in place
names) region. (jf Early synonyms were 
tNorenish (La3.), tNorgan (Trevisa), tNor
,.eis (La3.), NORN, tNorren (xn-xnr). 

nose nouz organ of smell. OE. nosu = 
OFris. nose, lV1Du. nose, nuese (Du. neus). 
Like other names of parts of the body (cf. 
EAR1) of CIE. extent, but the relation of the 
several forms in obscure; cf. OE. nasu, 
OHG. nasa (G. nase), ON. nasar pl., nom. sg. 
nQs (perh. secondary), L. 1Uires pl. nostrils, 
nas(s)us nose, OS!. nosii (Russ. nos), Lith. 
n6sis, Vedic (dual) nasa, Skr. nds (in some 
obi. cases); also early lVIE. nese ~~ MLG., 
l\1Du. nese. Hence vb. perceive by smell 
XVI; poke about, pry XVII, no·seGAY. XV 
(Lydg.); gay sb. in the sense 'ornament', 
'play thing, toy' (XIV to mod. dial.). nosey, 
nosY1 nou·zi sb. one having a large nose 
XVIII; adj. evil-smelling; (colloq.) inquisi
tive XIX. 

nosology nusu·l<~d3i classification of diseases. 
XVIII. - modL.nosologia, f. Gr. n6sos disease; 
see -LOGY. 

nostalgia n<>st:e·ld3iJ home-sickness. XVIII. 
- modL. nostalgia, f. Gr. n6stos return home 
+df.gos pain; see -IA1• 

nostoc n;:,·st;)k genus of alg:e. XVII. In
vented by Paracelsus. (jJ 'Nostoch under
standeth the nocturnall Pollution of some 
plethoriall and wanton Star, or rather excre
ment blown from the nos trills of some rheu
matick planet .. in consistence like a gelly' 
(Charlton, tr. van Belmont's 'Paradoxes', 
r6so). 

Nostradamus n;:,stradei·m<Js seer. XVII 
(Dryden). Latinization of the name of 
lVJ:ichel de Nostredame ('Our Lady'), F. 
physician (1503-66), who published a book 
of prophecies in rhyme. 

nostril n;)·stril either of the two outer 
openings of the nose. OE. nns]>yrl, noster[ 
( = OFris. noster!), f. nosu NOSE +- ]Jyr(e)l 
hole :- * ]mrxil, f. ]>urh THROUGH. (jf For 
the development of s]J to st cf. LEST, sleoldes
tii for sleoldes ]Jii. 

nostrum n;:,·str;;lm medicine or medicament 
the composition of which is not made public; 
'patent' remedy. XVII. L., n. of noster our 
(see us); from the label nostrum 'of our own 
make' formerly attached to such medicines. 

not n;)t adv. of negation. XIV (Rolle). Re
duced form of nolzt, 1WJt, NOUGHT. (j[ From 
XIV to XVI the parallel nat (reduction of 
NAUGHT) was current. 

NOTION 

notable nou·t<Jbl worthyofnoteXIV(Rolle); 
tconspicuous, noticeable XVI; tenergetic 
XVII;- (O)F. notable = Sp. notable, It. nota
bile - L. nottibilis, f. nottire; see NOTE, -ABLE. 
The pronunc. n:1·t;}bl is given by XVIII 
orthoepists, and is retained by later lexico
graphers as proper to the sense 'capable, 
managing' (xvm, later dial.); sb. xv (Cax
ton). (jf As sb. pl. (XVI) prominent men of the 
estates of France liable to be summoned 
by the King. So notabiliTY nout;~bi·liti. 
XIV. - (O)F. 

notary nou•t<Jri tclerk, secretary; one 
authorized to draw up deeds. XIV. - L. 
notarius shorthand-writer, clerk, f. nota 
NOTE; see -ARY. The Sc. form was notar 
(xv). -F. notaire. 

notch n;)tJ V -shaped indentation. XVI. 
-A~. noche (xiv), perh. f. *nocher (rei. to 
mzoccer add a notch to); cf. L. inoccare har
row in (which may have been used trans£. 
for making a score or notch) and rare ME. 
oclze vb. ('l\1orte Arthure'), OF. ache, osche 
(mod.lzoclze), f. o(s)clzier (lwcher) = Pr. oscar 
nick, notch. 

note nout sign denoting a musical sound ; 
musical sound of a certain pitch; tmelody, 
tune; call of a bird XIII ; mark. sign, character 
XIV; abstract, brief record or statement xv; 
annotation, comment; short letter; distinc
tion; notice, regard xvr; written promise to 
pay XVII. - (O)F. note ~' Sp., It. nota-L. 
nota mark, sign, written character, shorthand 
sign, note of music, memorandum, critical 
remark, brand, quality, character. So note 
vb. observe, indicate XIII; mark xv. - (O)F. 
noter- L. notare, f. the sb. notA'TIO~ tex
planation of a term ; tannotation XVI ; repre
sentation by signs xvm. - L. or (O)F. 

nothing nA·piiJ not any thing. OE. nan 
ping, ME. na ping, later n(> ping; see No•, 
THI:-;rG, and cf. NOUGHT. Hence nothing
A'RIAX. XVIII (first inN. America). no·thing
NESS. XVII (Donne). 

notice nou·tis (formal) intimation xv; heed, 
cognizance XVI ; tnotion, idea XVII ; brief 
mention in review XIX. - (O)F. notice = Sp. 
noticia, It. notizia- L. notitia being known, 
acquaintance, knowledge, notion, f. notus 
known (see Kxow). Hence no·tice vb. 
tnotify xv; mention, refer to XVII; observe, 
remarkxvnr. (jf Not in gen. use before mid
xvrn ; referred to, along with narrate, as a 
Scotticism by Beattie, 1787, and as recently 
current in America by Franklin in 1789. 

notify nou·tifai tobscrve; give notice of. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. notifier- L. notifiaire, f. 
notus known; see prec. and -FY. So no:ti• 
FICATION. XIV (Ch.). 

notion nou·J;m concept, idea. xvr. - L. 
notio(n-) becoming acquainted, examina
tion, conception, idea (Cicero, rendering 
Gr. Evvow, 7TpOA7Jl/n>), f. not-, pp. stem of 
(g)noscere KNOW; see -TION. So F. (xvn). 
no·tionAL1. XVI. - F. or medL. 
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NOTO-

noto- nou·tou comb. form of Gr. notos -on 
back. 

notorious not5·ri::>s well or generally known; 
noted for some bad quality. XVI. - medL. 
notorius (cf. late L. notoria notice, news, 
notorium information, indictment), f. notus 
known, pp. of (g)niiscere; see NOTION, 
-ORIOUS. Earlier tnotoire xv- (O)F. notoire; 
tnotory XIV, notour Sc. (surviving inn. bank
rupt) xv- F. with change of suffix (cf. Du. 
notoor). 

notwithstanding n<>twiostre·ndiiJ in this n., 
n. this, etc. in spite of this XIV; adv. never
theless xv; conj. although xv. f. NOT+prp. 
of WITHSTAND; after (O)F. nonobstant, NON
OBSTANTE, orig. in absol. phr., e.g. ce non
obstant, hoc non obstante this not standing in 
the way, hence with a clause as regimen 
(passing into conj.) or without regimen 
(passing into adv.): F. nonobstant que, AN. 
nient contrestant que. 

nougat nii.·ga sweetmeat made of sugar and 
almonds. XIX. -F. nougat- Pr. nogat, f. 
noga nut (:-Rom. *nuca, for L. nuce-, nux 
NUT)+-at :- L. -atum -ATE1• 

nought n5t nothing OE.; adv. (dial.) in no 
degree; not OE.; tadj. bad, good for no
thing XIV. OE. nozviht, f. NE+ozviht OUGHT, 
var. of azviht AUGHT. Cf. NAUGHT, NOT. 
(jJ Parallel formations in Germ. are OS.neo-, 
ttiozviht, OHG. niwiht (G. nicht); OFris. 
niiwet, niiut, MDu. niewet (Du. niet), MHG. 
niewet; OHG. niwiht (cf. OE. ne .. wiht, 
Goth. ni waihts). 

noumenon nau·rn"n;:,n (rnetaph.) object of 
purely intellectual intuition. xvm. -G. 
noumenon (Kant)- Gr. nooumenon, n. ofprp. 
pass. ofnoefn apprehend, conceive (cf. Nous). 

noun naun (gram.) name of a person or 
thing. XIV (Trevisa). -AN. noun= OF. 
nun, num (mod. nom) :- L. nomen NAME. 

nourish nA'rif tbring up, nurture; foster 
(fig.); tsuckle, nurse XIII; sustain with pro
per nutriment XIV. - OF. noriss-, length
ened stern (see -ISH 2) of norir (mod. nourrir) 
= Pr. noirir, Cat., OSp. nodrir :- L. nutrire 
feed, foster, cherish; see NUTRIMENT. Hence 
nou·rishMENT. xv; rep!. earlier tnouriTURE 
XIV (Ch.)- OF. noureture (mod. nourri-). 

nous naus (Gr. philos.) mind, intellect XVII; 
(colloq.) intelligence, gumption XVIII (some
times printed in Gr. letters voiJs, as in 
Byron's 'Don Juan' II cxxx). -Gr. nous, 
contr. form of noos mind (cf. NOETIC). 

Novatian nouvei·J"n pert. to, member of, 
a rigorist Christian sect founded by a Roman 
presbyter Novatianus (III). xv (Pecock). 

novel n;:,·v(;,)l A. tnovelty; tpl. news xv; 
B. short story of Boccaccio's 'Decameron', 
etc. XVI; fictitious prose narrative XVII (Mil
ton; 'a kind of abbreviation of a romance', 
Chesterfield). In A- OF. novelle (mod. nou
velle) = It. novella :- L. novella, n. pl. (con-

NOZZLE 

strued as sing.) of novellus ( esp. in agricul
tural use), f. novus NEW; in B directly = It. 
novella, orig. fern. (sc. storia story) of novella 
new ~~ OF. novel (mod. nouveau), whence 
nov·el adj. xv. Hence no·velrsT tinno
vator XVI; tnewsmonger; writer of novels 
XVIII ; cf. F, nouvelliste, It. novellista, 
Sp. novelista. no·velTY. XIV. -OF. novelte 
(mod. nouveaute). 

November nouve·rnb::>.I I rth (formerly 9th) 
month of the year. XIII. - (O)F. novembre 
- L. November, also Novembris (sc. mensis 
month), f. novem NINE; cf. DECEMBER, etc. 

novena nouvi·n" nine days' devotion. XIX. 
- medL. novena, f. novem NINE, after L. 
noveniirius of nine days. 

novercal nouvii•.Ibl stepmotherly. XVII. 
- L. ttovercalis, f. noverca stepmother, f. 
novus NEW ; see -AL 1 , 

novice n<>·vis probationer in a religious 
community XIV ; inexperienced person xv. 
- (O)F. novice m. and fern. = Sp. novicio, 
-icia, It. novizio, -izia- L. novfcius, -fcia, f. 
novus NEW; see -nrou-s1 • So noviciATE1 

nouvi·fi;,t. XVI. -F. noviciat or medL. 
novfciiitus. 

now nau adv. at the present time; conj. 
since, seeing that. OE. m'i = OS. nil (Du. 
nu), OHG. m'i (G. mm, with advb. n added), 
0::\., Goth. nu; CIE. adv. of time, repr. also 
by L. num, nunc, Gr.nu, nun, nun, mini, Oir. 
nu-, no- verbal prefix of the present, OS!. 
nyne, Lith. nu, m"inai, Skr.nii, niindm, Hittite 
nu. Hence nowaday(s) nau·;,dei(z) at the 
present time. xrv; +ME. aday(s), resulting 
from the blending of OE. on d<Pge and genit. 
da:ges; see -s. 

nowel noue·l cry of joy used in celebrating 
Christmas, retained in carols. XIV. -OF. 
nouel, noel (mod. noel), obscure var. of nael, 
neel = Pr. nadal, Sp. natal, It. natale :- L. 
nata/is ( sc, dies day) NATAL. 

nowhere nou·u.e::>.I innoplace. OE.nahzvrer, 
later nohwrer, f. nii No 2 +hwrer WHERE. So 
no·wm:THER. OE. na-, nohwider. 

noxious n<J·kf;,s injurious, harmful. XVII. 
f. L. noxius, f. noxa hurt, damage, rei. to nex 
slaughter (cf. INTERNECINE, PERNICIOUS), 
nocere injure (cf. INNOCENT); see -Ious. 

noyade nwa·jiid execution by drowning. XIX. 
F., f. noyer to drown:- L. neciire kill with
out a weapon, (later) drown, f. nee-, nex 
slaughter (cf. prec.); see -ADE. 

noyau nwa·jou liqueur made from brandy 
flavoured with kernels. XVIII. F., earlier 
noiel kernel :- Rom. *nuciile, sb. use of n. of 
late L. nucalis, f. nuc-, nux NUT. 

nozzle n;:,·zl candle-socket; small spout 
or mouthpiece. XVII. Early forms nosle, 
nos(s)el; if f. NOSE+-LE\ a much earlier 
existence must be presumed. 
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NUANCE 

nuance nii"iis shade of feeling, meaning, etc. 
XVIII (H. Walpole); shade of colour XIX. F. 
(Cotgr.), f. nuer show variations of shades 
of colour like clouds, f. nue cloud :- popL. 
"'niibe, L. niibes; see -ANCE. 

nub nAb fhusk of silk XVI; knob, lump XVIII ; 
(U.S.) gist XIX. var. of K;\IUB, 

nubile njii·bail (of women) marriageable. 
XVII. - L. mibilis, f. niibere take a husband 
(cf. CONNUBIAL, NUPTIAL, NYMPH) j see -ILE. 

nucha njii·k<~ (anat.) fspinal cord; nape of 
the neck. XIV. medL.- Arab. nukhii' spinal 
marrow. (F. nuque, fnuche were repr. in 
Eng. by fnuke, fnuche XVI-XVII.) Hence 
nu•cbAL1• XIX. 

nucleus njii·kli~s more condensed portion 
of the head of a comet; central part, kernel. 
XVIII. - L. nucleus nut, kernel, inner part, 
var. of nuculeus, f. nucula small nut, dim. 
(see -ULE) of nuc-, nux NUT. Hence nu ·cleAR. 
XIX. 

nude njiid (leg.) not formally attested; 
fbare, mere XVI; naked, unclothed xvn (rare 
before XIX, except as sb. nudes, the nude XVIII, 
after F. nu). - L. niidus :- *now(e)dos, 
"'nogwedosNAKED. Sonu·diTY. xvn(Cotgr., 
Evelyn). - (O)F. or late L. nu·diST. XX. 

nudge nA.d3 push gently with the elbow. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin; perh. in much earlier 
use and rei. ult. to ~orw. dial. nugga, nyggja 
push, rub. 

nugatory njii·g~t~ri worthless, useless. XVII. 
- L. niigiitorius, f. pp. stem of niigiiri trifle, 
f. nz'ig<e jests, trifles; see -ORY2 • 

nugget DA·git lump, orig. of native gold. 
XIX. perh. dim. of s.w. dial. nug lump, block, 
unshapen mass, of unkn. origin; see -ET. 

nuisance njii·s~ns injury, harm xv (Hoc
cleve; now coloured by other senses); in
jurious or obnoxious thing xv; source of 
annoyance XIX. -OF. (now arch.) nuisance 
hurt, f. nuis-, stem of nuire injure :- L. 
nocere (cf. INNOCENT, NOXIOUS) j see -ANCE. 

null DAl not valid (n. and void) XVI ; insigni
ficant; non-existent XVIII. - (O)F. nul, fern. 
nulle, or L. nz'illus, -a no, none, f. ne NE+ 
iillus any, f. iinus ONE. So nu·lhFY make 
null. XVI. - late L. nullificiire despise (Ter
tullian, tr. Gr. J~ovii£VE'iv). nu:llificA'TION. 
1798 (Jefferson). nu·lliTY. XVI. -F. or 
medL. 

nullah nA.·l~ (in India) river, river-bed, 
ravine. XVIII. - Hindi niilti brook, rivulet, 
ravine. 

numb DAm deprived of feeling. XV ('nomyn, 
or take wythe )>e palsye, paraliticus', Promp. 
Parv.). Late ME. nome(n), pp. of NIM take, 
seize. Hence vb. xvn. tJ[ For the parasitic 
b cf. THUMB. 

NUNATAK 

number OA·mb~.I sum of individuals or 
units; full tale or count XIII ; multitude, 
aggregate ; aspect or property of things as 
units; symbol of arithmetical value XIV; 
(pl.) groups of musical notes, melody; 
metrical periods, verses XVI. ME. noumbre, 
nombre, numbre- AN. numbre, (O)F. nombre 
= Pr., Cat. nombre, It. novero, Rum. numar 
:- L. numeru-s, perh. rei. to Gr. nemein dis
tribute (see NIM). The F. word was adopted 
inDu.nommer, G.,etc.nummer. Sonu•mber 
vb. XIII. - (O)F. nombrer :- L. numertire. 

numbles DA"mblz inward parts of an animal 
as used for food. XIV. -OF. numbles, 
nombles pl., carr. to It. dial. l6mbolo, nombolo, 
mombol, ombul :- L. lumbulu-s, dim. of 
lumbus j see LOIN and cf. HUMBLE-PIE, 
UMBLES. 

numen njii·men divinity. XVI!. - L. niimen 
divine will, divinity, rei. to -nuere nod (only 
in camps.), Gr. nettein nod, incline the head, 
Skr. ndvate moves. So nu·minous. XVII, 
f. L. m'imin-, m'imen. 

numeral njii·m~r~l adj. pert. to number; 
sb. figure denoting a number. XVI. - iate L. 
numertilis (Priscian), f. numerus NUMBER; see 
-AL1 • So numerA'TION numbering. xv. 
- L. nu·merATOR (arith.). XVI. -F. nume-
rateur or late L. numeriCAL njume·rik~l. 
XVII. f. modL. numericus. nu·merous 
plentiful, copious, many; measured, rhyth
mical. XVI. - L. numer6sus (in both senses). 

numismatic njiimizm~·tik pert. to coins 
or coinage. XVIII. -F. numismatique, f. L. 
nwnismat-, numisma, var. (infl. by nummus 
coin) of nomisma- Gr.nomisma current coin, 
f. nomizein have in use, f. nomos use, custom, 
reJ. to nemein hold, possess; see NIM, -ISM, 
-ATIC. 

nummary nA·m~ri pert. to money or 
coinage. XVII. - L. nummtirius, f. nummus 
coin; see -ARY. 

nummulite nA.·mjulait (geol.) coin-shaped 
fossil of a foraminiferous cephalopod. XIX. 
f. L. nummulus, dim. of nummus coin; see 
prec. and -ITE. 

numnah nA.·mn~ saddle-cloth. XIX. var. 
of numdah- Urdu namdti, f. Pers. namad 
carpet, rug. 

numskull DA"mskAl blockhead, dolt (Swift); 
pate, noddle (Prior). XVIII. f. NUMB+SKULL, 

nun nAn woman vowed to the religious life. 
OE.nunne = OHG. nunna (MHG., G. dial. 
nunne), ON.nunna, beside ME. nonne (partly 
-OF. nonne) = MDu. nonne (Du. non), G. 
nonne - ecclL. nonna, fern. of nonnus monk, 
orig. titles given to elderly persons, whence 
It. nonno, nonna grandfather, -mother. 
nu·nDERY convent for nuns. XIII (La3.). -
AN. *nonnerie. 

nunatak nu·n~t~k peak or rock in Green
land. XIX. Eskimo. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 

Nunc dimittis nATJk dimi·tis title of canti
cle beginning in the Vulg. 'Nunc dimittis 
servum tuum . .', J'\ow lettest thou thy ser
vant depart .• (Song of Simeon, Luke ii 29-
32) xvr; transf. permission to depart, depar
ture XVII. 

nuncheon nA·nJan (dial.) refreshment orig. 
taken in the afternoon. XIV. :vm. non(e) 
shench (till XVII usu. with finals), f. non NOON 
·.-shench draught, cup (OE. scene, rei. to 
scencan :- Germ. *skaykjan give to drink). 

nuncio nA·nJiou permanent representative 
of the Roman Sec at a foreign court XVI ; 
member of the Polish Diet xvrr. -It. 
tnzmcio, tnuntio (mod. mmzio) = Sp., Pg. 
nuncio - L. nuntius messenger. Also angli
cized (or- F. nonce) mmce (XVI-XVII). 

nuncupative nA'l)kjupeitiv -ativ (leg.) 
oral, not written (as a will). XVI. -late L. 
niinwpativus, f. pp. of L. m~ncupare name, 
designate, declare, f. *nonziceps or *-capos 
'name-taking', f. niimen NA"'m+capere take 
(see HEAVE); see -ATIVE. 

nunky nA·IJki f. (colloq.) nuncle, f. UNCLE 
with 11- transferred from myn (MY)+-v6 • 

nunnation nAnei·J;m addition of final n in 
the declension of Arabic nouns XVIII ; addi
tion of inorganic n in Middle English forms 
XIX. - modL. nunnatio(n-), f. Arab. min 
name of the letter n; see -ATION. 

nuptial nA·pfal pert. to marriage XV; sb., 
usu. pl. marriage, wedding. xvr. -F. nuptial 
or L. nuptialis, f. nupti<e wedding, f. nupt-, 
pp. stem of nubere; see NUBILE, -IAL. 

nurse n'}Js person employed to tend chil
dren, the sick, etc. xvr. Reduced form of 
tnorice tn(o)urice (xm-xvm)- OF. nourice 
(mod. -rr-) :- late L. m7tricia, sb. use of fern. 
of L. nz7tricius, f. mltrire NOCRISH. So nurse 
vb. XVI ; alt. of tnurish, tnorsh NOURISH, by 
assim. to the above sb. nu·rsERY tupbring
ing of children; apartment for nurse and 
children; ground, etc. for young plants. XVI. 

nurture n5·Jtf<>J tupbringing; tnourish
ment XIV; fostering care XVII. - OF. nour
ture, contr. of noureture (mod. nourriture), f. 
nourrir NOURISH, after late L. nutritiira; see 
-URE. Hence vb. XV (Lydg.). 

nut nAt fruit consisting of a shell enclosing 
a kernel. OE. hnutu = MLG. note, MDu. 
note, neute (Du. noot, neut), OHG. (h)nw: (G. 
uuss), 0~. !mot :-Germ. *xnut-; cf. Oir. 
em/, W. cneuen (pl. cnau). A word appearing 
only in \VIE.; cf. L. nuc-, nux, in which *kn
is reduced to n, but which has an extension 
in -k-, whereas the Germ. langs. have -t-. 

nutation njiitei-f<>n nodding XVII ; oscilla
tion of the earth's axis XVIII. - L. niitatio(n-), 
f. niitiit-, niitiire nod, f. base of -nuere nod; 
see NL""'IEN, -ATION. 

nuthatch nA·thretf small creeping bird 
(family Sittidre). XIV. ME. notehache, with 

NYMPH 

later vars. in -hak, -hagge, which suggest 
deriv. from NUT and HACK\ thag, HATCH 2 , 

with allusion to the bird's habit of cracking 
nuts. 

nutmeg nA·tmeg hard aromatic seed of 
Myristica fragrans or officinalis. XIII/XIV. 
ME. nute-, notemug(g)e, later notmyg (xv), 
note-, nutmeg (XVI), partial tr. of AN. *nois 
mugue, for OF. nois mug(u)ede (alsomusguete; 
now noix muscade) = Pr. notz muscada, Sp. 
nuez moscada, It.noce moscata :-Rom. *nuce 
muscata 'musk-smelling nut' (L. nux NUT, 
muscus MUSK). Cf. AL. nux mogata, mu(s)
gata; IVIDu. note muscate (Du. muskaatnoot), 
MHG. muscat, etc. 

nutriment njii·trimant food, nourishment. 
- L. niitrimentum, f. nutrire nourish, rei. to 
Skr. snauti drips, trickles (said e.g. of a 
mother's milk); see -C\1ENT. So nutri"TION. 
XVI; so F. nutl:'l"TIOUS. XVII. - L. mitritius, 
-icius, f. m/tric-, nutrix NURSE. nu·tritiVE. 
XV. - F.- medL. 

nux vomica nAks V;)•mik;, seed of an East 
Indian tree from which strychnine is ob
tained. XVI. medL., i.e. nux NUT and fern. 
of vomicus, f. L. vomere VOMIT. 

nuzzer nA·z;,J present from an inferior to 
a superior. XVIII. Urdu- Arab. nazr gift, 
f. nazara he vowed. 

nuzzle nA·zl tgrovel xv; burrow or push 
with the nose XVI; nestle XVII. perh. orig. 
back-formation on tnoseling with the NOSE to 
the ground (see -LING 2), but perh. infl. later 
bv Du. neuzelen poke with the NOSE, f. neus; 
s~e -LE3 • (j[ The identical nuzzle taccustom 
(a dog or hawk) to attack other animals, 
train, nurse, cherish (XVI), may have the 
same origin, but the connexion of sense is 
not obvious. 

nyctalopia nikt;:~lou·pi<> night-blindness. 
XVII. -late L., f. Gr. nuktdlops, f. nukt-, 
mix NIGIIT+ala6s blind +ilps EYE. 

nye nai (arch.) nest or brood (of pheasants). 
xv. -OF. ni (mod. nid) = Pr., Cat. niu, 
Sp., It. nido :- L. nidu-s NEST. (j[ Nide 
(xvii) and nid (xix) have also been used. 

nylghau ni·lg5 large Indian antelope. XVIII. 
-Hind.- Pers. nilgazv, f. nil blue (cf. ANI
LINE)+gazv cow1 ; cf. F. nilgaut (xvn); the 
Hindi form nilgai is repr. by ni-lgai. XIX. 

nylon nai·hm proprietary name of a strong 
plastic material used for yarn, bristles, etc. 
XX. 

nymph nimf (myth.) semi-divine female 
being XIV (Ch., Gower); young beautiful 
woman; pupa XVI. -OF. nimphe (mod. 
nymphe)- L. nympha- Gr. numphe bride, 
nymph, rei. to L. nub ere take in marriage ( cf. 
NUBILE). Gr.- L. comb. form nympho-, 
as in ny-mpholepsy, nymphoma·nia xvm. 
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0 
o, o' ~ (mostly arch. or dial.) reduced form 
of (i) ON, in ME. varying with a (cf. A-') XII; 
(ii) OF (cf. A- 2

), surviving sparsely in gen. 
use, e.g. o'clock, oclock, cat-o' -nine-tails, 
man-o'-war, zdll-o'-the-zvisp, john o' Groats. 

0 ou int. standing before a vocative or intro
ducing a wish or an asseveration. xu. 
- (O)F. o- L. 6; cf. Gr. 6, il, Goth., OHG. 6. 
q OE. had in this use Iii LO, ea lii. 

-o ou, an addition to a word, or first part of 
a word, forming a colloq. or sl. expression 
or a familiar or joe. equiv., as like billy-a, lie 
doggo, ammo (for ammunition), beano (for 
bean-feast); sometimes, the last syll. of an 
abbrev. form, as compo/sition, hippo/potamus, 
photo/graph; in cheer(i)o, right(y)o, -ho, perh. 
the int. 0, or after hallo. 

-o- stem- or connective vowel originating in 
the -o- of Gr. comb. forms (often having 
advb. force), e.g. (from Gr.) aero-, aero-, 
cyclo-, geo-, hydro-, logo-, philo-, politico-, 
pseudo-, xeno-, and (on L. bases) oleo-, 
radio-, serio-; a special class is that of comp. 
proper names, as Anglo-Saxon, Balta-Slavic, 
Finno- Ugrian, Gr<eco-Latin, Sino-japanese. 
It appears regularly before -CRACY, -GRAPHY, 
-LOGY, -METER, and so forms stable suffixes 
with them, e.g. mobocracy, sexology, socio
logy, foolometer. 

oaf ouf half-wit, dolt. XVII (oph, oaf). Vary
ing at first with ouph (Sh. 1st Folio) and auje, 
aulje, the earliest sense of which was 'elf', 
'goblin'- ON. dljr; see ELF. 

oak ouk forest tree bearing the acorn, 
Quercus. OE. iic (pl. rei) = OFris., MLG. 
ek (Du. eik), OHG. eih (G. eiche), ON. eik 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *aiks (cons.-stem); 
ulterior connexions unkn. (but L. <esculus, 
Gr. aigil6ps have been compared); there is 
no CIE. word for the tree. q OE. iic sur
vives in various shapes in place-names, e.g. 
Acton, Agden, Eagle, Oakley, Noke (ret 
]xem iicum), Knockholt; Braddock, Hodsock, 
Matlock; OE. d. sg. :Et in Each, Cressage, 
Radnage. Hence oa·ltEN3. XIV; cf. OFris., 
MLG., MDu. eken; OHG. eichen (G. 
eiclzen). 

oakum ou·k~m ttow OE.; fibre obtained 
by picking old rope xv. OE. iicumbe, 
iicum(b)a, var. of :Ecumbe, tecuma, corr. to 
OHG. iichambi (MHG. iikambe, iikamp), f. 
re-, li- away, off+ *camb-, stem of camb and 
cemban COMB; the etymol. meaning is 'off
combing'. 

oar 5a.I wooden lever to propel a boat. OE. 
iir = ON. dr (Sw. dr, Da. aare) :-Germ. 
*airo (whence Finn. airo, Lett. airis, Lith. 
vairas); a word of the North Sea, but perh. 
ult. rei. to Gr. eretm6s oar, eretes rower, 
eressein row, tri/~res TRIREME. Hence oa·r
lock OE. iirloc; see ROWLOCK. 

oasis ou·asis, ouei·sis fertile spot in a desert. 
XVII (Purchas). -late L. oasis- Gr. oasis 
(Herodotus), presumably of Egyptian origin; 
cf. Coptic ouahe (whence Egyptian Arab. 
wah) dwelling-place, oasis, f. ouih dwell. 
q Traditional Eng. usage favours the pro
nunc. oii·sis; cf. G. and Sp. oa·sis, It. oa·si. 

oast oust kiln for drying malt, hops, lime. 
OE. list = WFris. iest, MLG. eist (Du. eest) 
:-Germ. *aistaz, for *aiptaz, f. IE. base 
*aidh- (*idh-, whence Skr. idhmdsfue!) burn, 
repr. also by OE. ad, OHG. eit blazing pile, 
funeral pyre, L. redes (earlier aidis) hearth, 
house, ;;estus heat, <estlis summer, Gr. afthos 
heat, Oir. aedh heat. q In the place-name 
Limehouse, the second el. conceals orig. ost. 

oat out (pl.) grains of the cereal Avena 
sativa. OE. lite, pl. titan, peculiar to Eng. 
and of unkn. origin. q Other Germ. langs. 
have the word *xaoron in OS. haooro, MDu. 
hliver(e), OHG. habero (G. haber, hafer; cf. 
HAVERSACK), ON. hajri (whence dial. Eng. 
haver). Hence oa·tEN3

• xv. 

oath oup solemn appeal to God as a witness 
OE.; trivial use of sacred names XII. OE. 
lip = OFris. eth, ed, OS. eth (Du. eed), 
(O)HG. eid, ON. eior, Goth. aij;s :- CGerm. 
*aij;az :- *oitos (Oir. 6eth). 

ob- <>b, ab comb. form of L. ob towards, 
against, in the way (of), with vars. oc-, OF-, 
oP-, occas. o- (as in OMIT); mostly in words 
already existing in L. ; in mod. scientific L. 
(hence in Eng. adoptions) in the sense 'in
versely', 'in the opposite direction', virtually 
repr. modL. obverse obversely, e.g. obovate 
ovate with the wider end presented. 

obbligato <>bligii-tou (mus.) a part essential 
to the effect of a composition )( ad libitum. 
XVIII. It., sb. use of pp. of obbligm·e OBLIGE. 

obdurate g·bdjur:~t hardened or stubborn 
in resistance. xv. - L. obdiirlitus, pp. of 
obdiirlire, f. ob OB- + diirlire harden ; see 
DURATION, -ATE 2

• 

obeah ou·bia, obi ou·bi charm, fetish; 
negro witchcraft. XVIII. W. African (cf. Efik 
ubio thing put in the ground to cause sick
ness or death). 

obedient obi·diant that obeys. Xlll (Ancr. 
R.). - OF. obedient- L. obedient-, -ens, 
prp. of obedire OBEY; see -ENT. So obe·di
ENCE. Xlll. - (O)F.- L. obedientiARY 
-e·nJ~ri tone subject to obedience XVI ; 
member of a religious body having an office 
under the superior XVIII. - medL. 

obeisance oubei·sens tobedience; respect
ful salutation XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. obtfissance, 
f. obtfissant, prp. with lengthened stem (see 
-ISH 2

) of obeir OBEY. So obei·SANT. Xlll 
(RGlouc.). - (O)F. obtfissant. 
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OBELISK 

obelisk ;>· b;Jlisk tapering column of stone; 
any of the signs -, --;-, t. XVI.- L. obeliscus 
small spit, obelisk- Gr. obeliskos, dim. of 
obel6s spit, pointed pillar. So obelus ;>·bilas 
(in second sense). XIV. late L. -Gr. 

obese oubi·s very fat. xvn. - L. obesus that 
has eaten himself fat, stout, plump, f. ob 
OB-+esus, pp. of edere EAT. So obe·siTY. 
xvn. -F. or L. 

obey obei· comply with the bidding of. 
XIII. ME. obeie- (O)F. obtfir, corr. to Pr. 
obezir, It. ubbidire- L. obedire, obcedire, f. ob 
OB-+audire hear (see AUDIENCE). 

obfuscate o·bfAskeit darken, obscure. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of late L. obfusciire, f. ob OB--t
fusciire darken, fuscus dark; see DUSK, -ATE3

• 

Earlier tobfusk XV (Caxton) - OF. obfus
quer; later toffuscate. XVII; see OF-. So 
obfuscA·TlON. XVI!. -late L. Also toffusca
tion. XVI. 

obit o·bit, ou·bit tdeath, decease; tobse
quies; commemoration of the dead XIV. 
- (O)F. obit, corr. to Sp., It. obito- L. obitus 
going down, setting, death, f. obit-, pp. stem 
of obfre go down, perish, die (for mortem 
obire meet death), f. ob OB-+ire go (cf. EXIT). 

obiter o·bit;JJ by the way. XVI. L., f. phr. 
ob iter; cf, OB-, ITINERARY. 

obituary obi·tjuari record or announce
ment of a death. xvm. - medL. obituiirius, 
f. obitus OBIT; see -ARY. Also o. notice. 

object o·bd3ekt (from c!assL.) tobjection, 
obstacle XIV (Wyclif); (from medL.) some
thing presented to the sight or observed XIV 
(Trevisa) ; (gram.) XVIII. - L. and medL. 
objectum (Duns Scotus), sb. use of the pp. of 
obicere throw towards, place in front of, f. 
ob OB--t-jacere throw (cf. ABJECT, INTERJECT, 
SUBJECT, etc.). So object vb. obd3e·kt bring 
forward in opposition or as a charge xv; 
texhibit, expose XVI. f. object-, pp. stem of 
L. obicere or- L. objectiire (cf. F. objecter, 
tobjet(t)er). obje·CTION. XIV (Wyclif, Tre
visa). - OF. or late L.; hence obje·ction
ABLE xvm (Cowper). obje·ctiVE tmaterial 
)(formal; pert. to an object of conscious
ness XVII; (gram.) XVIII (Lowth); dealing 
with what is external to the mind (in later 
use esp. after G. objectiv) XIX. - medL. 
objectivus (Occam; cf. adv. objective in 
Duns Scotus); so F. obfectif (in adv. objec
tivement xv). 

objurgate o·bd3{ilgeit rebuke severely. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. objurgt'ire, f. ob OB-+ 
furgt'ire quarrel, S(~old, f. furgium quarrel, 
strife, f. *jzirig-, f. jur-, jzis legal right (cf. 
JURY)+agere do, ACT; see -ATE3 • So ob
furgA·TroN, obju•rt~atORY2 • XVI. - L, 

oblate1 ;J'bleit person devoted to a religious 
work. XIX. -F. oblat- medL. obliitus, sb. 
use of pp. of offerrt1 OFFER; see OBLATION, 
-ATE1• 

OBOL 
oblate2 ;>·bleit (geom.) flattened at the 
poles. xvm. - modL. obliitus, f. ob OB-+ 
latus, as in L. proliitus PROLATE. 

oblation oblei'jan solemn offering. xv. 
- (O)F. oblation or late and ecclL. obliitio(n-), 
f. oblat- (liit- :- *tlat-, rei. to tollere, as in 
EXTOL) used as pp. stem of offerre oFFER; 
see -ATION. 

obley o·blei (hist.) Eucharistic wafer. ME. 
uble, ubly, able, obly- OF. ublee, oubleie, oblie 
(mod. oublie) :- ecc!L. obliita, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of L. offerre (see prec.). 

oblige ablai·d3 bind by oath xur; make in
debted, confer a favour on; pass. be bound 
to XVI; constrain xvn. - (O)F. obliger- L. 
obligiire bind around or up, bind by oath or 
other tie, pledge, impede, restrain, f. ob OB
+ligiire bind; see LIGATURE. The pronunc. 
ob!i·d3 (corr. to sp. obleege, from XVI) sur
vived till early XIX. Hence obligEE!, obli
goR\ XVI. So obligA'TION. XIII. - (O)F. 
- L. o·bligatORY. XV. -late L. 

oblique ;Jbli·k, (formerly) oblai·k having a 
slanting or sloping direction xv (before XVI 
only in Trevisa's tr. of Higden's 'Poly
chronicon' in echoes of the L. text); 
gram. (L. casus obliqui, oralio obliqua) 
repr. Gr. 7T/Idyws). xvr.- (O)F. oblique - L. 
oblfquus, f. ob OB- +obscure el. So obliqUITY 
abli·kwlti divergence from moral rectitude 
XV (Hoccleve); oblique direction XVI (Re
corde). - (O)F. - L. Hence obli·quitous 
XIX; after iniquitous XVI. 

obliterate obli-tareit blot out (e.g. a letter). 
xvr. f. pp. stem of L. oblit(t)ert'ire strike out, 
erase, f. ob OB-+lit(t)era LETTER; see -ATE 3• 

oblivion abli·vi:m forgetfulnessxiv(Gower); 
state of being forgotten xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. 
oblivion- L. oblf•vi6(n-), f. stem oblfv- of 
oblivisci forget, f. ob OB- + *lfv-, of obscure 
origin. So obli·vrous. xv; after L. obli
viosus. 

oblong o·blol) elongated in one direction, 
spec. rectangular with adjacent sides un
equal. xv. - L. oblongus somewhat long, 
oblong, elliptical, f. ob OB-+longus LONG. 

obloquy o·bldkwi evil speaking against a 
person or thing. xv. -late L. obloquium con
tradiction, f. ob OB- + loqui speak ; see Locu
TION, -Y3 • (jf The early sp. with -liq- (xv
XVI) may have been suggested by oblique. 

obnoxious obno·kJas A. texposed to harm; 
tsubject to authority XVI; B. (by assoc. with 
NOXIOUS) thurtful, injurious; offensive, 
highly objectionable xvn. - L. obnoxiosus or 
f. obnoxius exposed to harm, subject, liable, 
f. ob OB-+noxa hurt, injury; see -10us. 

oboe ou·bou, (rarely) ou·boi wooden 
double-reed wind instrument. xvm. - It. 
oboe (three syll.)- F. hautbois HAUTBOY. 

obol o·bol. XVII. Anglicization of obolus 
o·bolas coin of ancient Greece. XVI. L. -
Gr. obol6s, var. of obel6s OBELISK. 
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OBREPTION 

obreption obre·pfan obtaining of some
thing by deceit. XVII. - F. obreption or L. 
obreptio(n-), f. obrept-, obrepere creep up to, 
steal upon, f. ob OB- + repere creep ; see 
REPTILE, -TION. 

obscene absi·n offensive to the senses, etc.; 
offensive to decencv XVI. -F. obscene or L. 
obscenus, obscamus 111-omened, abominable, 
disgusting, indeceb.t, orig. a term of augury. 
So obsceniTY abse·niti. XVII. (-F.)- L. 

obscure ::lbskjua·.r devoid of light XIV; re
mote from observation; not manifest to the 
mind, hard to understand xv. - (O)F. ob
scur, latinized form of earlier oscur, escur = 
Pr., Cat. escur, OSp. escuro, It. scuro :-L. ob
scurus. So obscu·riTY. xv. - (O)F.- L. 

obsecration obsikrei·fan earnest entreaty. 
XIV. - L. obsecrtitio(n-), f. obsec1·tire entreat, 
beseech (orig. by the name of the gods), f. 
ob for the sake of+sacrtire hold SACRED; see 
-ATION. 

obsequies o·bsikwiz funeral rites. XIV (Ch.). 
Formerly also sg. -AN. obsequie(s) = OF. 
obseque(s), osseque(s) (mod. obseques)- medL. 
obsequice, prob. alt. of L. exsequice EXEQUIES, 
by assoc. with obsequium, dutiful service ; see 
next and -Y3• 

obsequious ::lbsi·kwi::ls readily compliant 
XV; servilely compliant XVII. - L. obse
quiosus, f. obsequium, f. obsequi comply with, 
f. ob OB-+sequi follow; see SEQUENCE, -rous. 

observe ::lbz:'i·.rv A. attend to in practice, 
keep to XIV (Gower, Ch.); celebrate, solem
nize XVI (Tindale); B. give heed to, watch 
XIV (Ch.; rare before XVI); C. say by way of 
remark XVII (Bacon). - (O)F. observer- L. 
observtire watch, attend to, guard, f. ob OB-+ 
servtire watch, keep. So obse·rvANCE. XIII 
(in sense 'prescribed act or practice'). -
(O)F. - L. obse·rvANT applied to Francis
cans of the Strict Observance xv; attentive 
to rule or law; taking notice XVII. observA·
TION tobservance XIV (Wycl. Bible); action 
of observing XVI. - L. obse·rvatoRY1 build
ing for making observations. XVII (the new 
Observatorie in Greenwich Park, Evelyn). 
F. observatoire, after conservatory. 

obsess obse·s beset, as a besieging force. 
XVI (rare in XVIII, revived XIX). f. obsess-, pp. 
stem of L. obsidere sit down before, f. ob OB
+sedire SIT. So obse·ssroN tsiege XVI; 
being assailed by an evil spirit or a fixed idea 
XVII. - L. 

obsidian obsi·di::m volcanic glass. XVII (o. 
stone). - erron. L. obsiditinus, in earliest 
printed editions of Pliny's 'Natural History', 
for obsitinus (sc. lapis stone), so named from 
its resemblance to a stone found in Ethiopia 
by one Obsius; see -IAN. 

obsolete o·bs::llit fallen into disuse XVI; 
worn out, effete, effaced; (bioi.) indistinct, 
imperfectly developed XVIII. - L. obsoletus 
srown old, worn out1 pp. of •obsolere (repr. by 

OBVIATE 

inchoative obsolescere grow old, fall into dis
use), f. ob OB- +so/ere be accustomed or used. 
So obsorn·SCENT XVIII (J.), -ESCENCE XIX. 

obstacle o·bst::lkl something that stands in 
the way. XIV. - (O)F. obstacle (earlier 
ostacle)- L. obstticulum, f. (with suffix of 
instrument) obsttire stand in the way, f. ob 
OB-+sttire STAND; see -CLE. 

obstetric obste·trik pert. to a midwife or 
midwifery. XVIII (Pope). - modL. obstetri
cus, for L. obstetricius, f. obstetric-, -trix mid
wife, lit. 'a woman who is present, i.e. to 
receive the child', f. obsttire ; see prec., -TRIX. 
'lJ Cf. the prob. etymol. sense of midwife. 

obstinate o·bstin::lt pertinacious in adhering 
to one's own course. XIV (R. Rolle). - L. 
obstintitus, pp. of obstintire persist, f. ob OB
+ *stan- (cf. DESTINE); -ATE2 • So o·bstin
ACY. XIV (Gower). 

obstreperous abstre·paras clamorous, 
noisy XVI; unruly, turbulent XVII. f. L. 
obstreperus, f. obstrepere shout at, oppose 
noisily, f. ob OB-+strepere make a noise. 

obstruct ::lbstrt.·kt block the way of. XVII. 
f. obstruct-, pp. stem of L. obstruere build 
against, block up, f. ob OB-+struere pile, 
build; see STRUCTURE. So obstru·CTION. 
XVI. (-F.)- L. 

obtain ;Jbtei·n come into possession of xv 
(Lydg.); be prevalent XVII. Late ME. ob
teine, -tene repr. tonic stem of (O)F. obtenir 
- L. obtinere, f. ob OB-+tenere hold (cf. 
CONTAIN). 

obtrude obtrfrd thrust forward. XVI. - L. 
obtriidere (pp. obtriisus), f. ob OB-+ trudere 
thrust (cf. THREAT). So obtru·SION. XVI. 
obtru·siVE. XVII (Milton). 

obtund obtA·nd blunt, deaden. XIV. - L. 
obtundere beat against, blunt, dull, f. ob OB
+tundere beat (cf. tudes hammer), rel. to 
STUNT. So obtuse abtju·s A. not sensitive 
or perceptive; B. greater than a right angle 
(quasi 'blunted' )(acute); (bot.) of a leaf, etc., 
rounded at the extremity. XVI. - L. obtusus, 
pp. of obtundere. 

obturate ;:,·btjureit stop up. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. obturtire, f. ob OB-+turtire close 
up; see -ATE3• So o·bturATOR (anat.) mem
brane closing the thyroid foramen. xvm. 
- medL. (cf. F. -ateur, Pare). 

obverse o·bv:'i.1s adj. opposite, (of a figure) 
narrower at the base or point of attachment 
than at the apex or top XIX; sb. face of a coin, 
etc., )(reverse XVII (Sir T. Browne; not com
mon til! XIX); counterpart XIX. - L. obversus, 
pp. of obvertere tum towards, f. ob OB-+ 
vertere tum (see VERSE, -wARD). 

obviate o·bvieit meet and dispose of. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of late L. obviare meet in the way, 
prevent, f. ob OB-+via way; cf. (O)F. obvier; 
see -ATE3• So o·bvious tlying in the way; 
plainly perceptible. xvu. f. L. obvius, f. 
obviam in the way, 

[6a1] 



OC-

oc- <>k, ;:~k assim. form of OB- before c. 
ocarina <>k;:~ri·n;:~ musical instrument having 

an egg-shaped body with a whistle-like 
mouthpiece. XIX. -It., dim. of oca goose 
(with ref. to its shape) = Pr. auca, OF. oue 
(dial. and mod. oie) :- L. auca (:- *avica), 
f. avis bird (cf. AUSPICE)+-ina -INE1. 

occasion ukei·3;,n favourable juncture of 
circumstances; reason, ground, cause XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.); juncture calling for 
action, particular case or time of happening 
XVI. - (O)F. occasion or L. occasio(n-) junc
ture, opportunity, motive, reason, (later) 
cause, f. occiis-, pp. stem of occidere go down, 
set, f. ob OB-+cadere fall; see CASE\ -ION. 
Hence occa·sionAL 1 tcasual XVI; happen
ing on or limited to a particular occasion 
XVII; cf. late L. occiisioniiliter as occasion 
arises, F. occasionnel (xvm). t;jJ L. occiisio, 
through OF. acheison, achoison, AN. *anchei
soun ( = Pr. acaiz6, Pg. (a)cajao, It. (ac)ca
gione :- Rom. *acciision-), was repr. in l\1E. 
by achesoun, anchesoun, enclzeasoun, aphetic 
chesoun. 

occident <>·ksid;:~nt west. XIV (Ch., Gower). 
- (O)F. occident- L. occident-, -ens setting, 
sunset, west, sb. use of prp. of occidere go 
down, set; see prec., -ENT. So occide·ntAL1 

western. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

occiput u·ksipAt back of the head. - L. 
occiput, -pit-, f. ob oc-+caput HEAD; cf. 
sinciput, comb. form occi:pito-. So occi
pitAL1 <>ksi·pit;:,l. xvr. -F.- medL. 

occlude <>klii·d shut or stop up. xvr. - L. 
occliidere, f. ob oc-+claudere CLOSE. So 
occlusiON oklu·f;)n. XVII; occlu·sivE -siv 
(phonetics, 'stop'). XIX. 

occult ok.dt hidden, secret, recondite XVI ; 
pert. to early sciences held to involve secret 
and mysterious knowledge XVII. - L. occul
tus, pp. of occulere, f. ob oc-+ *celere, f. IE. 
*kel- CONCEAL. So occultA·TION conceal
ment xv; (astron.) of one heavenly body by 
another xvr. -F. or L., f. occultiire, frequent. 
of occulere. 

occupy o·kjl1pai ttake possession of; have 
in one's possession; take up, use up; em
ploy, engage XIV (R. Rolle); tlay out, invest 
xvr. -A~. *occupier, for (O)F. occuper- L. 
occupiire seize, f. ob- oc-+cap- of capere 
(cf. RECUPERATE). (jf The rarity of this vb. 
in xvn and most of xvm was due to its 
common sl. use in the sense 'have to do 
with sexually' (cf. Sh., '2 Henry IV' II iv 
r6r); its occurrence in the Bible of r6u 
(ten times) depends on earlier versions. So 
o·ccupANT. XVI (Bacon). o·ccupiER1• XIV; 
in legal AN. occupiour. occupA'TION. XIV 
(Rolle). 

occur ;:,kii·.z tmeet with; present itself to the 
mind, in the course of events, etc. XVI. - L. 
occut'I'M'e run to meet, present itself, befall, 
f. ob oc-+currere run (see CURRENT). So 
occu·rrENCE ;:~kA•r;ms that which occurs, 
event XVII (Sh. ; some early exx. may be for 

OCTAVE 

occurrents); superseded toccu·rENT (XVI). 
-F. or L. 

ocean ou•J;:,n tproper name of the great 
outer sea surrounding the mass of land of 
the Eastern Hemisphere XIII; any of the 
main regions into which the water of the 
globe is geographically divided XIV. ME. 
occean(e)- OF. occean, -ane (mod. ocean) = 

Sp., It. oceano - L. oceanus- Gr. okean6s 
orig. the great river (p6os '[JKEavofo, 'fJKEav6s 
7TOTaf£6s, Homer) encompassing the disc 
of the earth and personified as a god, son of 
Uranus (heaven) and Gaia (earth). In early 
use, down to c.r6so, often o. sea, in ME. sea 
of (the) o., see occean, after OF. mer oceane, 
oceane mer (in which oceane is fern. adj.), L. 
mare oceanum. So oceanic oufire·nik. xvn. 
- medL. oceanicus; so F. oceanique. 

ocelot o·sibt leopard-like quadruped, Felis 
pardalis. XVIII (the Ocelot of Mr. Buffon, 
Goldsmith). -F. ocelot, Buffon's shortening 
of Aztec tlalocelotl, f. tlalli field+ ocelot[ tiger, 
jaguar, the abbrev. form being transferred 
from the jaguar to another feline beast. 

och ox excl. of surprise, etc., ah! oh I XVI. 
- Ir., Gael. och; cf. OHONE. 

ochlocracy <>kl<>·kr;,si mob-rule. XVI. -F. 
ochlocratie or modL. - Gr. okhlokratiii, f. 
6khlos crowd; see -CRACY. 

ochre ou·ka.z native clayey earth of yellow
to-brown colour. xv. - (O)F. ocre- L. 
ochra (Pliny) - Gr. tkhrii, f. okhr6s pale 
yellow, 8khros paleness (cf. Skr. vy[aghrds 
tiger). So ochrem.:s ou·kri;:,s. xvm. f. 
modL. ochreus. o·ch(e)ryl xvr. 

-ock ak suffix forming dims. ; in OE. -oc, 
-UC, as in bealloc HALLOCK, bu/luc BULLOCK, 
cranoc (dim. of cran CRANE), lzassuc HASSOCK, 
meattuc MATTOCK, ruddoc redbreast, (dial.) 
mddock. The number was extended in :ME. 
and later, as in DlJ~NOCK, HILLOCK, PADDOCK, 
PUTTOCK, TUSSOCK; cf. also PARK, POLLACK. 
Special Sc. formations are bittock, lassock, 
and proper names such as Bessock, Jamock. 

-ocracy o·kresi, -ocrat ;:>krret see -o- and 
-CRACY. 

o'clock ;:,klv·k see o, o'. 
ocrea ;,·kria (nat. hist.) sheath or investing 

part. XIX. - L., 'greave', 'legging'. 
octa- o·kt;:,, oktre· comb. form of Gr. okt6 

EIGHT, as in o·ctagon (xvu) I octahe·dron 
(XVI, Billingsley) eight-angled I eight-sided 
figure j see -GON, -HEDRON. 

octad o·ktred group of eight. XIX. -late L. 
octad-, octas - Gr. oktds, f. okt6 EIGHT; see 
-AD1• 

octant n·ktant eighth part of a circle; (spec. 
astron.) point 45° (i.e.! of 360°) distant from 
another. XVII. - L. octant-, -tins half quadrant 
(Vitruvius), f. octo EIGHT; cf. QUADRANT, 
SEXTANT. 

octave o•ktiv (eccl.) formerly pl. (cf. UTAS), 
eighth day after a festival, period of eight 
days beginning with the festival xrv; (pros.) 
group of eight lines of verse XVI; (mus.) npte 



OCTILLION 

eight diatonic degrees above a given note 
(formerly called eighth) XVII; interval, or 
series of notes, between a note and its octave; 
(fencing) in full o. parade XVIII; group of 
eight XIX. - (O)F. octave, superseding semi
pop. oitieve, utave (see UTAS)- L. octiiva (sc. 
dies day), fern. of octiivus eighth, f. octo EIGHT. 
The prosodical sense depends ult. on It. 
ottava (rima); the musical sense (medL. 
octiiva, sc. vox voice) was in MHG. XIII, in 
F. XVI. So octavo oktei·vou size of the 
page of a book for which the sheets are so 
folded that each leaf is one-eighth of a full 
sheet XVII, earlier in o. XVI ( cf. F. in-octavo, 
Sp. en octavo, It. in ottavo) 'in an eighth'; 
abl. of octiivus. octet, -ette okte·t (mus.) 
composition for eight instruments or voices; 
(pros.) group of eight lines. XIX. -It. ottetto, 
or its deriv. G. oktett; f. otto EIGHT, after 
duetto DUET. 

octillion see BILLION. 

octo- o·ktou before a vowel oct-, comb. 
form of L. octo EIGHT (cf. OCTA-), as in 
o:ctogenA·RIAN (L. octogeniirius) XIX, octo
SY"LLABLE (late L. -bus) XVIII. 

October oktou·b;}.I tenth (formerly eighth) 
month of the year. Late OE. october- L. 
october, -bris (with or without mensis month), 
f. octo EIGHT (cf. December, November, Sep
tember); ME. octobre- (O)F. octobre was 
superseded by the L. form. 

octopus o·kt;}p;}s cephalopod mollusc hav
ing eight 'arms'. xvrrr. - modL. octopus 
-Gr. oktiJpous (usu. oktdpous; cf. L. octipes), 
f. octiJ EIGHT+pozis FOOT. 

octoroon okt6n1·n person having ! negro 
blood. XIX. f. L. octo EIGHT, after QUADROON. 

octroi o·ktroi, lloktrwa tconcession, grant 
XVII; duty levied on articles on their ad
mission to a town xvru. F., f. octroyer grant 
(earlier ot(t)) = Pr. autrejar :- Gallo-Rom. 
*auctoricdre, medL. auct6riztire AUTHORIZE. 

octuple o·ktjiipl eightfold. XVII. -F. 
octuple or L. octuplus, f. octo EIGHT+-plus, 
as in duplus DOUBLE. So qua·druple (late 
ME.), qui·ntuple (xvi), se·ptuple, se·x
tuple XVII. 

ocular o·kjul;}.I pert. to the eye or eyes. XVI. 
-F. oculaire -late L. oculdris, f. L. oculus 
EYE; see -AR. So o·culrsT. XVII. -F. 

od od (phys.) hypothetical force held by 
Baron von Reichenbach (r788-r869) to per
vade all nature. I8so. Of arbitrary forma
tion. Hence o·diC, o·dyl (Gr. htde material). 

Od, 'od od. XVI (Sh.). Clipped form of GOD 
used to avoid the overt profanation of the 
sacred name, as in Ods-me, Ods my life, 
Odso, Odsbo·dikins (xvr-xvru); var. forms of 
the genitive were ads, uds (XVII). Cf. od-rot, 
od-rat (xvrrr), which became DRAT. 

odal ou·d;,l land held in absolute ownership, 
as in Scand. countries. XIX. -ON. 6oal 
(Norw., Sw. odal), corr. to OE. &pel, epel, 

ODOUR 

opel, OS. ooil, OHG. uodal, f. Germ. *op
*ap-, whence also OE. repele (cf. ATHELING), 
OHG. edili (G. edel) noble, OE. repelu, OS. 
ai'Jali, OHG. ada! (G. adel) noble descent, 
ON. aoal native quality, nature. Cf. UDAL. 

odalisque ou·d;,lisk female slave, concu
bine. XVII. -F. odalisque- Turk. odaliq, f. 
odah chamber in a harem+ -liq affix express
ing function. 

odd od that is one in addition to a pair, or 
remains after a division into pairs ; that re
mains over and above a definite sum or 
round number XIV; (dial.) single, singular; 
tunique, distinguished; extraneous, addi
tional xv; not ordinary or normal XVI. ME. 
odde- ON. odda-, comb. form (in oddamaor 
third (etc.) man who gives a casting vote, 
umpire, oddatala odd number) of oddi point, 
angle, third or odd number :- *ozdon, rei. 
to OE. ord point, spot, place, OFris., OS. 
ord point, beginning, origin, OHG. ort 
angle, point, place (G. ort place) :- *ozdaz 
(with which cf. Gepid personal name Usdi
badus, and further Lith. usn!s thistle, Alb. 
ust ear of corn) :- *uzdho- pointed upwards, 
f. *uz- up+*dho- place (see D01). Hence 
o·ddiTY XVIII, o·ddMENT XVIII. 

odds odz first in phr. make o. even (XVI, 
Dunbar) ; perh. unequal things, (hence) 
difference, esp. in favour (Udall), dissension 
(esp. at o.), advantage conceded in wagering 
(Sh.); presumably subst. pl. of the adj., like 
NEWS. Also in phr. odds and ends (xvm), 
prob. of dial. origin, for earlier todd ends 
(XVI-XVII), in which end means 'fragment', 
as in candle end(s). 

ode oud poem of a lyric kind, often in the 
form of an address and dignified or exalted 
in style. XVI (Sh.). -F. ode, corr. to Sp., It. 
oda- late L. ada, ode- Gr. aide, Attic var. 
of aoide song, lay, f. aefdein sing. 

-ode oud repr. Gr. -iJdes, -odes of the nature of, 
like, for -oeides -om, whence modL. forma
tions in -odium, e.g. sarcodium SARCODE. 

odeum oudhlm theatre or hall for the per
formance of music. XVII. - F. odeum or L. 
odeum- Gr. oideion, f. aide singing (see ODE). 

odious ou·di;>s hateful. XIV (Wycl., Ch.). 
-OF. odious, adieus (mod. adieux)- L. 
odiosus, f. odium (whence odium ou·di;>m 
xvn), rei. to odi I hate. 

odometer see HODOMETER. 

odonto- oudo·ntou comb. form of Gr. 
odiJn, odozis, odont- TOOTH. XIX. 

odour ou·d;,.J scent, smell. xm. -AN. 
odour, OF. odor, odur (mod. odeur)- L. 
odorem, nom. odor, rei. to Gr. odme, osmii 
smell ( cf. OSMIUM), ozein, perf. 6d6da exhale 
a smell, dusodes, euiJdes ill-, good-smelling, 
Lith. uodziu, uosti scent out, Arm. hot smell, 
hototim I scent, and (with dial. l) L. olere 
smell, stink (cf. REDOLENT), olfacere (see 
OLFACTORY). So odori·FEROUS. XV (Lydg.), 



ODYSSEY 

f. L. odorifer. o·dorous. XVI. f. L. odorus; 
formerly sometimes str. odo·rous. 

odyssey ;)"disi long adventurous journey. 
XIX. trans£. use of the name of the Homeric 
poem (Odysee XVII- F. Odyssee) describing 
the ten years' wandering of Odysseus (in L. 
form, Ulysses). - L. Odyssea- Gr. Odrisseia, 
f. Odussetis. 

recology see ECOI,.OGY. 

recumenical, U.S. ecu- ikjume·nikal pert. 
to the universal church XVI; world-wide 
XVII. f. late L. recumenicus- Gr. oikou
menik6s, f. he oikoumene (sc. ge earth) the 
inhabited world, pp. fern. of oikefn inhabit, 
f. ofkos house; see WICK', -ICAL, and cf. 
ECONOMY, 

redema idi·m;1 (path.) swelling produced 
by serous fluid. XVI. modL.- Gr. oidema, 
-mat-, f. oidetn swell. Hence rede·matous. 
XVII. 

reillade o·jad amorous glance. XVI (in 
early use anglicized oeyliad, eliad, illiad; now 
only as F.). -F. reillade, f. reil (:- L. oculu-s 
EYE), after It. occhiata, f. occhio eye; see 
-ADE. 

reno- i·nou, ino· comb. form of Gr. ofnos 
WINE. 

resophagus iso·fagas gullet. XVI (yso
phagus). modL.- Gr. oisophdgos, of which 
the first el. is unkn. and the second appears 
to be -phagos eating, phagefn eat ( cf. SARCO
PHAGus), but Aristotle says that the organ 
gets its name from its length and its narrow
ness. 

restrus i·stras gadfly XVII; frenzy XIX. L. 
-Gr. ofstros, which has been referred to a 
base repr. also by L. ira (:- "'eisti) IRE. 

of ov, av prep. expressing removal, separa
tion, derivation, origin, source, spring of 
action, point of departure in time, cause, 
agent, instrument, material. OE. of, orig. 
stressless var. of mf(surviving only as prefix), 
corr. to OFris. af, of, OS. af, MLG., 
MDu. ave, af, OHG. aba adv. and prep., 
MHG. abe, ab (Du. af, G. dial. ab), ON. af, 
Goth. af (:- '*ao) :- CGerm. adv. and prep. 
*ao(a) :-IE. *ap, *apo, repr. also by L. ab, 
Gr. ap6, Lith. apa-, Skr. dpa away from, 
down from; cf. o, A-\ OFF. t;ll As a prefix 
of verbs of- was formerly much used to de
note removal, destruction, or exhaustion. 

of- ;)f, af assim. form of OB- before f. 
off Of adv. away, so as to be separated, dis

continued, etc.; prep. away from, in detach
ment from. var. of OF from XV, but not 
finally differentiated from it until after r6oo 
in the above uses. off-HAND Mhre·nd with
out preparation or premeditation XVII; adj. 
(also (l"fhrend) timpromptu; free and easy, 
unceremonious XVIII. 

OFFICINAL 

offal o·fal (techn., dial.) shavings, chips, 
scraps XIV (Trevisa); entrails (now with in
clusion of head and tail) xv; refuse, garbage 
XVI. , - (M)Du. afval extremities of animals 
cut off, giblets, trotters ('exteriora, trunculi, 
extremitates membrorum truncatre, aero
eolia anseris', Kilian), shavings, refuse, f. af 
OFF+vallen FALL, with assim. to the corr. 
Eng. elements; cf. G. abjall- Du. or LG. 

offence, U.S. offense afe·ns (arch.) stum
bling, stumbling-block; attack; tharm, 
damage; act of offending; displeasure; 
breach of law or decorum. XIV (Ch., Gower, 
Trevisa, \Vycl. Bible). ME. offens, offense 
- (O)F. offens- L. offensus annoyance, and 
(O)F. offense striking against, hurt, wrong, 
displeasure; both L. forms f. offens-, pp. 
stem of offendere, whence or from the deriv. 
OF. ofendre (corr. to Sp. ofender, It. offen
dere). offend afe-nd tstumble; twrong; 
tattack ; wound the feelings of. xrv. See OB-, 
OF- and DEFENCE, DEFEND. So offe·nsrVE 
pert. to attack; tinjurious; repulsive. XVI. 
- F. offensif, -ive or medL. ; as sb. the o. 
XVIII, after F.l'offensive, after It.l'offensiva. 

offer o·fa.I present as an act of worship OE. ; 
tender for acceptance or refusal xrv ; propose 
to do xv; propound XVI. OE. offrian sacri
fice, bring an offering = OFris. off(a)ria, 
OS. offron (Du. offeren), ON. offra; an early 
Germ. adoption of L. offerre present, offer, 
bestow (in Christian use, spec. present in 
sacrifice), f. ob OF-+ferre bring, BEAR2• The 
OE. word was reinforced from (O)F. offrir, 
which brought in the primary senses. Hence 
o·fferiNG1 OE. offrung. o·ffer sb. xv. So 
offertory o·fa.rtari passage recited at the 
offering of bread and wine at the Eucharist 
XIV (Ch.); the offering itself XVI. - ecc!L. 
offertorium place of offering (Isidore), obla
tion, f. late L. offert- (cf. offertor offerer m), 
for obltit- (cf. OBLATIO:>~); see -ORY1 and cf. 
(O)F. offertoire. 

office o·fis duty, (obligatory) service; posi
tion to which duties are attached ; tintroit 
XIII; form of divine service; place for trans
acting business XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. office = 
Sp. oficio, It. uffizio, tofficio - L. officium, 
orig. performance of a task:- "'opificium, f. 
opus work + -fie-, facere D01• So officER2 

o·fisa.I one who holds office XIV; (in army, 
navy, etc.) XVI. -AN. officer, (O)F. officier 
- medL. officiarius. officiAL1 afi· fa! sb. 
XIV. Partly- (O)F. official, partly sb. use of 
adj. (xvi)- L. officitilis. officiATE 3 afi•fieit 
discharge the duties of an office, spec. of a 
minister at divine service. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of medL. officiare perform divine service. 

officinal ofi·sinal (of a herb) used in medi
cine and the arts; (of remedies) sold 'in the 
shops', made up according to the pharma
copreia. xvm. - medL. officinalis, f. L. 
officina workshop, manufactory, laboratory, 
for opificina, f. opific-, -jex workman, f. 
opus+ fie-, facere make ; see OPUS, -FIC, -AL 1, 



OFFICIOUS 

officious afi· J;}s teager to please or serve; 
tdutiful XVI ; importunate in offering ser
vice; tofficialxvn; in diplomatic use (after F. 
officieux, It. uffizioso) friendly and informal 
) (official xrx. - L. officiosus (or F. officieux ), 
f. officium OFFICE; see -rous. 

offing o·ffil) part of the sea visible to an 
observer on shore or ship; position at a dis
tance off shore. XVII (Capt. Smith; also 
offen, offin). perh. f. OFF+ •INGl. 

offspring o·fsprilJ progeny. OE. ofspring, 
f. of OF t'from'+springan SPRING. t][ A 
formation peculiar to Eng. 

oft Oft (arch.) many times. OE. oft = OFris. 
ofta, OS. oft(o), OHG. ofto (G. oft}, ON. 
opt, oft, Goth. ufta; CGerm. adv., of ob
scure origin, perh. pp. formation on a base 
repr. by ON. of great quantity, excess, 
of too, too much. In ME. extended to ofte 
(xn), whence, by further extension (prob. 
after selden SELDOM), often o·fn. XIV. The 
comps. oft-times (xrv) and often-times (xv), 
repl. toft(e)sithe(s) XIII, repr. OE. oftsipum 
d. pl., on oftsipas on frequent occasions, but 
partly also the corr. ON. optsinnis, -sinnum 
(for the second el. cf. WIDDERSHINS), with 
collateral infl. of OF. sovente(s}fois. 

ogdoad o•gdoured the number 8, group of 
eight. XVII. -late L. ogdoad-, -as- Gr. ogdods 
(-ad-}, f. ogdoos eighth, oktti EIGHT ; see -AD1 , 

ogee ou·d3i, oud3i· togive xv; S-shaped 
double curve XVII. prob. reduced form of 
ogive, perh. through the pl. form ogi(v}es. 

ogham, ogam o·gam alphabet of the 
ancient British and Irish. XVII. - Oir. 
ogam, ogum (modir. ogham, Gael. oghum), 
traditionally assoc. with the legendary name 
Ogma of the inventor of signs for a secret 
language (cf. Ogmios, name (ace. to Lucian) 
of a Gaulish deity who presided over lan
guage or eloquence). 

ogive ou·d3aiv (archit.} diagonal rib of a 
vault. XVII. -F. ogive, earlier augive, orgive, 
of unkn. origin. So ogi·val XIX. 

ogle ou·gl cast amorous glances (at). xvn. 
orig. a cant word, pro b. of LDu. origin; cf. 
LG. oegeln, frequent. of oegen look at, also 
early modDu. oogheler, oegeler flatterer, 
oogen cast sheep's eyes at. See -LE3• 

ogre ou·ga.J man-eating monster of popular 
story. XVIII (hogre). - F. ogre (Perrault's 
'Contes de Fees'' I 697) ; of unkn. origin ; 
conjectured to have been based on a dial. 
var. "'ogro, "'orgo of It. orco demon, monster 
= Sp. huerco, (h}uergo- L. Orcus infernal 
deity. Hence o·grEss1• 

ogress2 ou·gres (her.) roundel sable. XVI 
(Bossewell). perh. alt. of oglys 'gonestonys', 
i.e. gun-stones (Book of St. Albans, 1486), 
of unkn. origin. 

oh ou. XVI. var. of o, formerly used in posi
tions where 0 is now more usual, now 
chiefly as an excl. of pain, terror, surprise, 
or disapproval. -F. oh, L. oh. 

OLD 

ohm oum unit of electrical resistance. xrx 
(suggested, along with ohmad, at a meeting 
of the British Association in r86r). f. name 
of Georg Simon Ohm, German physicist 
(1787-I854). 

oho ouhou· excl. expressing surprise, exulta
tion, etc., combining o with HO. XIV. 

ohone ohii·n excl. of lament. xv (ochane, 
Henryson), -Gael., Ir. ochoin. Cf. OCH. 

-oid oid suffix equiv. to -form, -like, repr. 
F. -oide, L. -oides, from Gr. -oeidls, f. -o-+ 
eidos form, shape (rel. to IDEA), forming adjs. 
(predominantly techn.}, most of which can 
be used as sbs., (i) of Gr. formation, as 
ANTHROPOID, RHOMBOID, (ii) based on non
Gr. words, as OVOID, ALKALOID. So -oidAL1 

oi·dal, -oideous oi·dias (modL. -oideus), 
forming adjs. on sbs. in -oid. 

oil oil in early use, liquid expressed from 
the olive; later, any similar viscid smooth 
liquid. xn. ME. oli(e}, oile- AN., ONF. 
olie, OF. oile (mod. huile) = Pr. oli, Sp., 
It. olio- L. oleum (olive) oil, for "'oleiuom, 
"'olaiwom- Gr. elairon (cf. Achiui- Akhairoi 
Achaians) OLIVE. The adoption from F. 
ousted ME. ele, OE. ele, mli = OS. oli(g) 
(Du. olie), OHG. oli (G. ol)- popL. olium, 
L. oleum. Hence oi·lY1• xvr. 

ointment oi·ntmant preparation of oily 
matter. XIV. alt., after toint vb. (XIV), of 
earlier toi(g)nement (xm)- OF. oignement 
:- popL. "'unguimentum, f. L. unguentum 
UNGUENT; see ANOINT, -MENT. 

O.K. oukei·. XIX. orig. U.S.; initials of 
Old Kinderhook (near Albany}, name of the 
birthplace of a Democratic candidate, 
Martin Van Buren, used first as a slogan and 
passing into a term of approval, being inter
preted as standing for oll korrect 'all correct'. 

oka, oke ou·ka, ouk Turkish and Egyptian 
measure of weight. XVII (Purchas). - It. 
oca, F. oque- Turk. 6qah- Arab. iiqiyah, 
prob. - (through Syriac) Gr. ougkiii - L. 
uncia OUNCE'. 

okapi ouka·pi \V. African mammal rei. 
to the giraffe, first discovered 1900. Mbuba 
(Congo). 

-ol ;,l (chem.} terminal syll. of alcohol, used 
to form names of substances which are 
alcohols in the wider sense, or compounds 
analogous to alcohol, e.g. methol, naphthol, 
phenol. From phenol the ending has been 
transferred to the phenol group. 

old ould that has lived long; dating far back 
into the past; (so many years) of age OE. ; 
as a familiar epithet XVI (Sh.). OE. ald (WS. 
eald} = OFris., OS. ald (Du. oud}, (O)HG. 
alt :- WGerm. •atoa (ON. positive sup
plied by gamall; compar. ellri ELDER3, super!. 
ellztrELDEST; in Goth. alfteis old:- "'alftijaz); 
pp. formation (cf. COLD) on the base of 
OE. alan, ON. ala nourish, Goth. alan grow 
up, rei. to Oir. noltlail who nourishes thee, 



OLEAGINOUS 

L. alere nourish, with the parallel formation 
altus high, deep (whence ALTITUDE), ad!ultus 
ADULT. See also ELD. Hence o·ldEN 3 an
cient. xv (once in Sh.; taken up by Scott). 

oleaginous ouli:oe·d3inds oily, fatty. xvn. 
- F. oUagineux, f. L. oleiiginus (cf. medL. 
oleiigo oily matter, scraped from the oiled 
bodies of wrestlers), f. oleum OIL; see -ous. 

oleander ouli:oe·nd;}.I evergreen shrub 
~erium Oleander. XVI (Turner). - medL. 
oleander, oliandrum; cf. (O)F. oltJandre, Sp. 
oleandro, eloendro, Pg. (e)loendro, It. olean
dro ; perh. ult. based on RHODODENDR0:-1, 
through medL. laurandrum (Isidore), lauri
(d)endrum, by blending with taurus LAUREL 
(cf. Gr. pooooarfmJ, F. laurier-rose 'rose
laurel'). 

olefiant ouli"fi;}nt, ou·lifai;}nt (chem.) o.gas, 
ethylene, so called from its forming an oily 
liquid with chlorine. XIX. -F. (gaz) olejiant 
(I795); in form prp. of a vb. *olejier make 
oily, f. L. oleum OIL-j--fier -FY. 

oleo- ou·liou used as comb. form of (i) L. 
oleum OIL (XVIII), as in o·leoGRAPH picture 
printed in oil-colours, (ii) oleic, olein, as in 
o:leoMA'RGARINE (after F. oleomargarine, 
Berthelot, I 8 54). XIX. 

oleraceous vl::.rei·J::.s pert. to pot-herbs. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). f. L. (h)oleriiceus, f. 
(h)oler-, (h)olus pot-herb, rei. to helvus light 
bay; see YELLOW, -ACEOUS. 

olfactory vlf:oe·kt::.ri pert. to the sense of 
smell. XVII. - L. *olfactorius (repr. by 
olfactoria, -orium nosegay), f. olfactdre, fre
quent. of olfacere smell (trans.), f. olere; see 
ODOl:R, FACT, -ORY 2

• So olfacto·METER. XIX. 

olibanum ouli·b::.n::.m aromatic gum-resin. 
XIV. - medL., ult. repr. Gr. libanos frankin
cense tree, incense (of Semitic origin; cf. 
Heb. [ebOrid incense), perh. through Arab. 
al-lubdn (AL- 2). 

oligarchy ;,·ligii.Iki government by the few. 
XVII. - (O)F. oligarchie or medL. oligarchia 
-Gr. oligarkhiii, f. oligdrkhes (whence 
o·ligARCH XVII), f. oligos few; see -ARCH. 

oligocene see EOCE:-IE. 

olio ou·liou dish of Sp. and Pg. origin con
sisting of a medley of meats, vegetables, etc.; 
hotchpotch, miscellany. XVII. alt. of Sp. 
olla (Pg. olha) o·lja :-Rom. *olla, for L. olla 
pot, jar (cf. OLLA PODRIDA); with substitu
tion of -o as in -ADO for -ada. 

olive v·liv (fruit of) the evergreen tree Olea 
europ:oea, cultivated for its fruit and oil. 
XIII. - (O)F. olive- L. olfva- Gr. elaifd, 
rei. to elaif011 OIL. Hence oliVA'CEOUS. XVIII 
(Pennant). 

oliver ;,·liv::..I form of tilt-hammer. XIX. 
perh. f. the personal name Oliver. 

Oliver ;,·liv;l.I phr. a Roland for an 0.: see 
RoLAND. 

-OMETER 

olla1 o•b cooking jar or pot in Spain, etc. 
XVII. - Sp. olla (see OLIO). 

olla2 o·b palm-leaf. XVII (Purchas). - Pg. 
olla - Malayalam ola. 

olla podrida o·l;J pvdri·dd olio. XVI. Sp., 
'rotten pot'; alta (see OLIO), podrida PUTRID. 
tj[ 'It is called Podrida, because it is sod [i.e. 
boiled] leisurely, til it be rotten (as we say) 
and ready to fall in pieces' (Mabbe, tr. Ale
man's 'Guzman d'Alfarache', r622). 

-ology ::>•led3i (see -o-, -LOGY); as sb. any of 
the sciences or departments thereof. c.I8Io. 

Olympiad i'>li·mpi:oed period of four years 
from one celebration of the Olympic games 
(ancient Gr. quadrennial festival) to the 
next. XVI. -F. Olympiade or L. Olympiad-, 
-as- Gr. Olumpids, f. Oltimpios, adj. of 
O'lumpos lofty mountain in Thessaly, 
Greece, home of the gods in Gr. myth. ; see 
-AD1• So Oly·mpiAN XVI (Sh.), Oly·mprc 
XVI (Nashe); t-ICAL XV. 

-oma ou·m;:, suffix repr. modL. -oma - Gr. 
-oma, as in rhizoma, sdrkoma, trikhoma, 
phylloma, f. vbs. in -oilsthai, as rhizoilsthai 
take root, f. rhiza ROOT. (i) Used to denote 
a formation or member of the nature of that 
denoted by the radical part ; now superseded 
by -ome oum, as in phyllome, RHIZOME; 
(ii) Used in names of tumours or other 
morbid growths, as SARCOMA, trichoma. 

ombre ;,·mb;l.I card-game played by three 
persons with 40 cards. XVII (earlier also 
!'hombre, l'ombre). - Sp. hombre (:- L. ho
minem, nom. homo man); cf. F. (h)ombre 
chief player at ombre, and the game itself. 
(j[ 'L'Ombre is a Spanish game at Cards, 
wherein he who undertakes to play it saith 
Jo soy l'Ombre, i.e. I am the man' (Cotgrave, 
Wit's Interpreter). 

omega ou·mig;l last letter of the Gr. alpha
bet (Q, w); last of a series, end. XVI. -Gr. 
iJ mega (cf. MEGA-) 'great o' )(o mfkron 'little 
o', i.e. long and short 'o'. 

omelet(te) o·mlit 'pancakeofegges' (Cotgr.). 
xvn (also aumelet, am(m)ulet, amlet). -F. 
omelette, also taumelette, tamelette, metath. 
alt. of talumette, by-form of talumelle, 
talemel(l)e, which arose from lemele blade 
of a sword or knife, by wrong analysis of la 
lemel(l)e (- L. lamella, dim. of lamina thin 
plate of metal); the omelette is presumed to 
have been named from its thin flat shape. 

omen ou·men prophetic sign, augury. xvr. 
- L. omen, omin-, earlier (ace. to Varro) 
*osmen, which was pop. assoc. with 6s 
mouth (cf. ORAL), whence the sense 'word 
of good or bad augury'. So ominous 
o·min;:,s, ;,u·min;Js. xvr. - L. ominosus. 

omentum oume·nt;Jm (anat.) caul. XVI. L. 

omer ou·m;:,.I Heb. measure of capacity. 
I6II (A.V.). 

-ometer o·mit;}.I the el. -METER preceded 
by -o-, as in gasometer, olfactometer. 



OMIT 

omit omi·t leave out. xv. - L. omittere, f. ob 
OB-+mittere send, let go (see MISSION). So 
omi·ssiON. XIV (Wyclif). - (O)F. or late L. 

omni- <>·mni, <>mni· comb. form of L. omnis 
all, as in omni·POTENT XIV (- (O)F.- L.), 
omniPRE'SENT XVII (- medL.), omni·• 
SCIENCE, -sciENT <>mni·Jans, -ni·sians, -ant 
XVII(- medL.}, earlier tomni·scious XVI (f. 
medL. omniscius), omni·vorous feeding on 
all kinds of food xvn (f. L. omnivorus). 

omnibus <>·mnibas (orig. four-wheeled) 
public passenger vehicle. XIX (I829). -F. 
omnibus (I 828), also voiture omnibus carriage 
for all (L. omnibus, d. pl. of omnis all). 

omnium gatherum <>·mniam gre·o~r~m 
gathering of all sorts, miscellaneous assem
blage. XVI. modL., f. L. omnium g. pl. of 
omnis all + mock-L. formation on GATHER, 
for 'a gathering'. t.lf Earlier fomnigatherum 
(XVI), in xv omnegadrium (Hoccleve). 

omophagous oum<>·fagas eating raw flesh. 
XIX. f. Gr. omophdgos, f. amos raw ( = Skr. 
timds, lr. am, w. of); see -PHAGOUS. 

omoplate ou·mopleit (anat.) shoulder
blade. XVI. -Gr. omopldte, f. omos shoulder 
(cf. HUMERUS) + pldte broad surface, blade 
(cf. PLANE1}. Cf. F. omoplate XVI. 

omphal(o)- o·mfal(ou} comb. form of 
Gr. omphalOs NAVEL. XVII. 

omrah o·mrii grandee of a Mohammedan 
court. XVII (ombra, Purchas). - Urdu 
umarti - pl. of Arab. amir AMEER. 

on on prep. and adv. expressing the relation 
of contact with or proximity to a surface 
(hence with implication of support by it) 
and motion to or toward a position (later 
often expressed by on to, o·nto XVI); in early 
use covering also some of the uses now ex
pressed by in and at. (See also UPON.) OE. 
on, orig. unstressed var. of an = OFris. an, 
OS., OHG. ana, an (Du. aan, G. an), ON. 
d, Goth. ana (see ANA-), rei. to Gr. and, dna 
on, upon, Skr. a up, Av. ana, OS!. na. 
Hence o·nwARD(s) XVI; after inward(s), up
ward(s). 

onager <>·n~d3al wild ass. XIV (R. Rolle; 
afterwards not before Goldsmith's 'Natural 
History', I774). - L. onager- Gr. onagros 
for6nosdgrios, Skr. ajrlyas :-IE. *agros ACRE. 

onanism ou·n~nizm self-pollution. XVIII. 
- F. or modL. onanismus, f. Onan (Gen. 
xxxviii 9); see -ISM. 

once wAns one time only XII; at any one 
time, on any occasion XIV. ME. tines, ones, 
g. of tin, on o:-<E (see -s), finally superseding 
enes, OE. iilnes, which rep!. advb. instr. rene 
(ME. ene) of tin ONE; cf. MDu. eenes, MLG. 
enes, MHG. ein(e)s, G. einst. The finals re
tained its voiceless sound and c.Isoo began 
to be rep!. by ce, as in hence, ice, mice, thrice, 
twice. The first recorded instance of the 
w-form is a westerly wonus (xv); cf. ONE. 
fJl See also AT ONCE. 

ONTOLOGY 

one WAD first orlowest integral number, I, i. 
OE. tin = OFris. tin, en, OS. en (Du. een), 
(O)HG. eitz, ON. eimz, Goth. ains :- CGerm. 
*aitzaz :-IE. *oinos, whence also OL. oinos, 
L. unus, OS!. in11, OPruss. ains, Lith. v/lenas, 
Olr. 6en, oin; in other langs. with other 
suffixes, as Skr. ~kas one, Av. aeva, Gr. ofos, 
OZfOS alone. The orig. OE. vowel is pre
served with regular diphthongization (ou) 
in the comps. ALONE (LONE), ATONE, ONLYj 
the earliest evidence of development of pro
nunc. with w is of westerly origin (won xv); 
cf. dial. pronunc. WAk, WAts of oak, oats 
(OE. tic, iitan), and ONCE; for a different 
development see NONE nAn, NONCE n<>ns. 

-one oun (chem.) used (i) unsystematically, 
app. after ozone, in acetone, quinone, (ii) in 
the nomenclature of Hofmann (I866) for 
hydrocarbons of the formula C.,H2n-4• 

oneiro- o(u)naia·ro(u) comb. form of Gr. 
oneiros dream, as in onei·roMANCY. xvrr. 

onerous <>"naros burdensome XIV; (Sc. law) 
xvm. - (O)F. onbeux, t-ous- L. onerosus, 
f. oner-, ONUS j see -OUS. Cf. EXONERATE. 

onion A·nj~n (bulb of} the plant Allium 
Cepa. XIV. ME. unyon, oyn(y)on- AN. 
union, (O)F. oignon = Pr. onhon, inhon, 
unhon :- Gallo-Rom. '*'unione, L. unio 
(whence OE. ynne onion), rustic equiv. of 
L. c;epa (cf. CHIVE). 

only ou·nli (dial.) solitary; of which there 
are no others OE.; single xv. OE. tinlic, late 
var. of renlic corr. to MLG. einlik, MDu. 
een(e)lijc. Hence o·nly adv. ME. onliche 
(xm), -like (cf. MDu. eenlike, in al eenlike); 
partly alt. of OE. renliCe, after the adj., partly 
developed from predic. uses of the adj.; see 
ONE, -LY', -LY". q For the pronunc. see 
ONE; <>·nli is widespread in dial. use. 

onomasticon <>nomre·stik<>n vocabulary of 
proper names. XVIII. - Gr. onomastikon, sb. 
use (sc. biblion book) of n. of onomastikos 
pert. to naming, f. onomastos named, onomd
zein vb., f. onoma NAME. 

onomatopreia <>n<>:m~topi-~, <>:namretoph~ 
word-formation based on imitation. XVI. 
late L. - Gr. onomatopoilti making of words, 
f. onomatopoiOs, f. onomato-, onoma NAME+ 
-poios -making (see POET). Hence ono:ma
topre·Ic, -POE'TIC. XIX. 

onslaught <>·nsl5t vigorous onset or attack. 
xvu. Early forms also anslaight, onslat 
-early MDu. aenslag (mod. aan-), f. aan 
oN+slag blow, stroke, rei. to slagen strike, 
SLAY1 ; with assim. to tslaught (-I6oo), OE. 
slreht :- '*'slaxtiz, f. '*'slaxan. q Stated to be 
Dutch by Phillips 1678; cited by ]. only 
from Butler's 'Hudibras'; said by Todd to 
be 'not in use'; its present currency is due 
to Scott. 

ontology <>nt<>·lad3i study of being. xvur. 
- modL. ontologia (Jean le Clerc I692), f. 
Gr. onto-, comb. form of on, g. ontos being, 
n. of lin, prp. of efnai BE; see -LOGY. 

X 



ONUS 

onus ou·n:~s burden of responsibility. XVII. 
- L. 'burden', rei. to Gr. ania grief, dial. 
onlti, Skr. dnas wagon. 

onymous o·nim:~s bearing a name (as of the 
author). XVIII. Extracted from ANONYMOUS. 

onyx ou·niks, o·niks variety of quartz much 
used for cameos. XIII (in form oniche; later 
onix; from XVIII onyx). -OF. oniche, onix 
- L. ace. onycha, nom. onyx - Gr. onukha, 
onux NAIL, claw, onyx stone. tJ! The Gr. 
and L. ace. forms, occurring in LXX and 
Vulgate, were not recognized as such, but 
were treated as a distinct word in Eng. trs. 
of the Bible (e.g. Exodus xxx 34) as applied 
to one of the ingredients of incense in the 
Mosaic ritual, viz. the -operculum of a 
species of mollusc resembling a finger-nail 
and emitting a peculiar aroma when burnt. 

oo- ou·o, ouo· comb. form of Gr. oion EGG, 
ovum, in scientific terms: O'OLITE (min. and 
geol.). xviii. -F. oolithe, modL. oolites; 
OO'LOGY. XIX. -F. oologie, modL. oologia 
(1691); o·OSPORE. XIX. 

oof uf (sl.) money. XIX. Shortening of 
ooftish, Yiddish for G. auf tisch, i.e. auf 
dem tisch on the table (cf. DISH), said of 
money laid on the table in gambling (cf. G. 
auftischen vb. serve up). 

oomiak u·mirnk large boat made of skins 
drawn over a frame. XVIII. Eskimo. Cf. 
KAYAK. 

-oon un repr. F. -on in words with stress on 
the final syll. adopted XVI-XVIII, e.g. dragon 
DRAGOON, chalon SHALLOON, as distinguished 
from the -on of adoptions from AN. (OF.), 
e.g. baron, capon, felon, and of more modern 
adoptions, e.g. chignon; hence repr. gen. F. 
dim. -on, and the corr. It. augm. -one, Sp. 
augm. -on - L. -onem, nom. -6, forming sbs. 
of the nickname or pejorative type, e.g. 
balatr6 jester, calcitr6 kicker, ntis6 big-nosed 
man (cf. Cicero 'the fellow with the wart'); 
exx. of various types of deriv. are balloon, 
bassoon, buffoon, cartoon, doubloon, harpoon, 
lampoon, macaroon, musketoon, octoroon, 
platoon, pontoon, quadroon ; rarely used as 
an Eng. formative, as in spittoon. 

oorali urii·li. XIX. See CURARE. 
Oordoo var. of URDu. 
ooze1 uz tjuice, sap OE. ; .liquor of a tan 

vat, decoction of bark XVI; (from the vb.) 
exudation XVIII. OE. wos, corr. to MLG. 
wos(e) scum, ON. vds (MSw. os, oss, oos, 
MDa. oss, oess, voos). Cf. next. Henc.e ooze 
vb. exude, cause to exude XIV (Trevisa); per
colate as through pores XVIII. Late ME. 
wose. Now assoc. with oozE2• 

ooze 2 uz mud, slime. OE. wiise = OFris. 
wtise, ON. veisa stagnant pool, puddle. 
tJ! The development of OE. ii after w to 11 
is paralleled in two, who, womb ; for the loss 
of w cf. prec. and dial. ood, ool, ooman for 
wood, wool, woman. 

op- op, ;~p assim. form of OB- before p. 

OPHIDIAN 

opal ou·p:~l iridescent milk-white or bluish 
stone. XVI. - F. opale or L. opalus (Pliny), 
prob. ult. (like late Gr. opdllios)- Skr. 
upalas precious stone. Hence opalE·SCENT. 

opaque oupei·k (arch.) dark, dull xv; not 
transparent XVII. (Formerly often opake) 
- L. opiicus, partly through F. opaque, 
whence the current sp. So topa·cous. 
XVII ; opaCITY ouprn·siti XVII. - F. - L. 

ope oup (arch. and dial.) open. XIII. Clipped 
form of OPEN, with loss of n as in pps. awake, 
bespoke, broke, wove. Hence ope vb. xv. 

opelet ou·plit sea anemone, Anemone sul
cata. XIX (186o, Gosse). irreg. f. OPE open + 
-LET; so called because the tentacles cannot 
be retracted. 

open ou·pn not shut, confined, or covered 
(with many fig. uses). OE. open = OFris. 
open, OS. opan (Du. open), OHG. offan (G. 
offen), ON. opinn :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
"'upanaz, having the form of a strong pp. (see 
-EN6) f. UP, as if meaning 'put or set up' (cf. 
the sense 'open' of ME. and dial. up, G. auf). 
Hence open vb. OE. openian = OS. opanon 
(Du. openen), OHG. offanon (G. iiffnen). 

opera o•p:~m musical drama. XVII (Evelyn, 
Pepys). -It. opera (whence also F. opera) = 
Pr., Cat., Pg. obra, Sp. huebra, F. ceuvre :- L. 
opera labour, work produced, fern. coli. 
corr. to opus, oper- work (see OPUS). Hence 
operatiC -rn·tik. XVIII ; irreg., after dra
matic. So (dim.) opere·tta. XVIII. -It. 

operate o•poreit tproduce an effect (Sh.); 
effect, produce, bring about XVII; (orig. 
U.S.) cause or direct the working of XIX. f. 
operiit-, pp. stem of L. operiiri work, bestow 
labour upon, f. oper-, OPUS; see -ATE3

• So 
operA·TION working, performance XIV (Ch., 
Gower); surgical act XVI; (mil., math.) XVIII. 
- (O)F.- L. o·perATIVE XVI; sb. worker, 
workman XIX. -late L. o·perATOR. XVI. 
-late L.; cf. F. operatif, operateur. 

operculum o(u)p~·.xkjul:~m (zoo!., etc.) 
cover, lid. XVIII (Derham). - L., f. operire 
cover, close, parallel formation to aperire 
open (cf. APERT); see -CULE. 

operose o·p:~rous laborious (subjectively 
and objectively). XVII (H. More in -ly, -ness). 
- L. operosus, f. oper-, OPUS; see -osE1• 

ophicleide o·fiklaid musical wind-instru
ment developed from the ancient 'serpent'. 
XIX. -F. ophicltfide (18u), f. Gr. 6phis ser
pent (see next)+kleid-, kleis key, rel. to L. 
clavis (see CLEF). 

ophidian oufi·di;~n serpent-like. XIX. f. 
modL. Ophidia order of reptiles, f. Gr. 
ophid-, ophis serpent, ult. rei. to ekhis, 
ekhidna viper, Skr. dhis; see -IAN. The 
comb. form of aphis (used in scientific terms) 
is ophi(o)-. So ophiTE ou·fait. XVII 
(Evelyn). - L. ophites (Pliny)- Gr. ophttes 
(sc. Uthos) serpentine (stone). 

[6z8] 



OPHTHALMIA 

ophthalmia of]J~·lmi;J inflammation of the 
eye. XVI (earlier not naturalized). -late L. 
(Boethius)- Gr. ophthalmiii, f. ophthalmos 
EYE; see -IA1• So ophtha·lmic. XVII. - L. 
-Gr. 

opiate ou·pieit containing opium, narcotic 
XVI; sb. XVII (Jonson, Milton). - medL. 
opiiitus j see OPIUM, -ATE2

• 

opinion ;Jpi·nj;Jn what one thinks, belief XIII 
(Cursor M.); estimate, estimation XIV. 
- (O)F. opinion- L. opinii5(n-), f. stem of 
opiniiri think, believe (whence opine 
oupai·n XVI), the sb. and vb. being used in 
philosophical language to repr. Gr. o6fa, 
oofa,£w; perh. rei. to optiire OPT. So 
opi·nionATED obstinate in belief. XVII. 
f. topinionate (xvi), prob. repr. medL. 
*opinii5niitus (cf. OF. opinionntf). Former 
syns. are topinatiVE (xvi) - late L. opinii
tivus (cf. F. topinatij, It. topinativo); 
opi·nionATIVE. XVI; a group presumably f. 
a shortened form of L. opinion-, repr. also 
in obs. forms in the Rom. langs. (e.g. F. 
topiniatif, It. topiniato, topiniativo, Sp. topi
niatico ), topiniate, opiniated, topiniative, 
all dating from XVI; also topinia(s)tre XVI 
-F. topiniastre (now opiniiitre); see -ASTER. 

opistho- oupi·s]Jou comb. form of Gr. 
6pisthen behind, as in opi·stbOGRAPH manu
script written on the back as well as the 
front. XVII. -Gr. opisthographos. 

opium ou·pi;Jm inspissated juice of a spe
cies of poppy. XIV (anglicized topie, Ch.). 
- L. opium (Pliny)- Gr. opion, dim. of opos 
vegetable juice, which has been referred to 
a base *tip- water, repr. in Indo-Iranian 
and Baltic; cf. (O)F. opium. 

opodeldoc opoude·ldok in the work of 
Paracelsus (oppodeltoch) applied to various 
medical plasters and believed to have been 
invented by him. XVII. t][ For the ending 
cf. nostoc. 

opopanax oupo·p;Jn~ks fcetid gum-resin 
from the root of Opopanax Chironiurn. XIV. 
- L. opopanax (Pliny)- Gr. opopdnax (Dios
corides), f. opos juice+pdnax, n. of panakes 
all-healing j see OPIUM, PANACEA. 

opossum ;Jpo•s;Jm small marsupial, esp. 
Didelphys virginiana. XVII (apossoun, opas
som, opassum). -Virginian Indian iipassiim 
(cf. Ojibway wtibassim). Cf. POSSUM. 

oppidan o•pid;Jn townsman; spec. of a 
member of Eton College who boards in the 
town. XVI. - L. oppidtinus, f. oppidum (forti
fied) town; see -A."'. 

oppilation opilei·f;Jn obstruction. XIV. -
late L. oppiltitii5(n-), f. L. oppiliire stop up, 
f. ob OP- + pi/tire ram down, stop up (cf. 
COMPILE, PILLAGE) j see -ATION. 

opponent ;Jpou·n;mt one who maintains a 
contrary argument XVI; antagonist xvn. 
- L. opponent-, -ens, prp. of opponere (whence 
i'oppo·ne oppose XVI) set against, f. ob OP-+ 
pi5nere place (see POSITION). 

OPTIC 

opportune o•p;J~tjun adapted to an end or 
purpose, well timed. xv. - (O)F. opportun, 
fern. -une = Sp. oportuno, It. opportuno- L. 
opportiinus (orig. of wind) driving towards 
the harbour, (hence) seasonable (cf. Por
tunus protecting god of harbours), f. ob OP
+portus harbour, PORT1• Cf. IMPORTUNE. 
So opportu·niTY. XIV. - (O)F.- L. o·p
portUDISM, o·pportUOIST. XIX. -It. oppor
tunismo, F. opportunisme, etc.; terms first 
of Italian, and late:r of French, politics. 

oppose ;Jpou·z teonfront with objections, 
pose, appose XIV (Ch., Gower); set against 
in opposition XVI. - (O)F. opposer, based on 
L. oppi5nere; see OPPONE:-IT, POSE1. The second 
sense was expressed earlier by toppone. So 
opposite o·p;Jzit placed over against XIV 
(Ch.); contrary XVI. - (O)F. opposite- L. 
oppositus, pp. of oj>pi5nere. opposr-TION first 
in astron. and astrol. XIV (Ch.), and rhet. 
xv (Lydg.), and otherwise largely techn. ; 
contrary or hostile action XVI (Sh.); (of a 
party) XVIII. - (O)F.- L. 

oppress ;Jpre·s i'press hard upon, put down, 
quell; lie heavy on; keep under wrongfully 
or tyrannously. XIV. - (O)F. oppresser 
- medL. oppressii1·e, f. oppress-, pp. stem of 
opprimere, f. ob OP- + premere PRESS. So op
pre·ssroN. XIV. - (O)F.- L. oppre·ssiVE. 
XVII. - F. - rnedL. 

opprobrious ;Jprou·bri;Js conveying injuri
ous reproach. XIV (Trevisa). - late L., op
probriosus, f. opprobrium (in Eng. use from 
XVII; naturalized as topprobry xv) infamy, 
reproach, f. ob OP-+probrum shameful deed, 
disgrace, sb. use of n. of OL. *prober, •pro
brus (probra in Aulus Gellius) :- *probheros 
put forward (against), f. pro PRo-1 + *blzer
carry, BEAR 2 (cf. L. proferre bring forward, 
cite, Gr. 7rpocf>€pw•); see -rous. 

oppugn opju·n tassault, besiege xv; assail 
in speech or action XVI. - L. oppugntire fight 
against, f. ob OP- +pugntire (see PUGNACIOus). 

opsimathy opsi•m;JjJi learning acquired 
late in life. XVII. - Gr. opsimathiti, f. opsi
matMs (whence o·psimath -m~]J XIX), f. 
opsi-, opse late+ *math- (cf. MATHESis); see 
-Y•, 

opt opt choose, decide. XIX (first used with 
ref. to the choice by natives of :\lsace
Lorraine to be French or German wbjccts). 
-F. opter- L. opttire choose, desire (whence 
toptate XVII), frequent. of *opere (in OL. 
prmdopiont they prefer); see OPINION, and 
cf. ADOPT, CO-OPT. So optatiVE optei·tiv, 
o•ptativ (gram.) expressing wish. XVI. -F. 
optatij, -ive- late L. opttitivus (Priscian), tr. 
Gr. euktiki egklisis (~ £VKTLK~, rd £VKTLK6v), f. 
euklzestlzai pray. OpTION opJ;Jn choice. 
XVII. -F. or L.; whence o·ptioDAL1 • XVIII. 

optic o·ptik pert. to sight or the organ of 
sight. xvi. - (O)F. optique or medL. opticus 
(XII) - Gr. optik6s, f. opt6s seen, visible, f. 
*op-; see EYE, -Ic. So o·ptiCAL. XVI. 
o·ptiCS. XVI; rendering medL. optica -
Gr. ta optikd (n. pl.). 



OPTIMATE 

optimate o·ptimit, -eit member of the 
patrician order in ancient Rome, aristocrat. 
XVII. - L. optinuit-, -miis, pl. -miitifs, f. optimus 
best, prob. f. ob prep. before, in front of+ 
super!. suffix as in intimus INTIMATE, ultimus 
ULTIMATE. So o•ptimACY. XVI. - modL. 
optimiitia; finally superseded by aristocracy. 

optime o·ptimi one placed in the second 
(Senior 0.) or third (Junior 0.) class in the 
mathematical tripos at the university of 
Cambridge. XVIII. adv. of L. optimus (see 
prec.) in phr. optime disputiisti you have dis
puted very well. 

optimism o·ptimizm doctrine of Leibniz 
('Theodicee' § 416, 1710), that the present 
world is the best of all possible worlds XVIII 
(\Varburton 1759, Warton 1782); view that 
presumes the predominance of good; dis
position to hope for or expect the best XIX. 
-F. optimisme (1737 in 'Memoires de Tre
voux', in an account of Leibniz), f. L. 
optimum, sb. use of n. of optimus best (see 
OPTIMATE), applied by him to the world j 
see -ISM. So o·ptimisT. XVIII. o·ptimum 
(that is) best or most favourable. XIX. 

opulent :J•pjul;mt abundantly wealthy. 
XVII. - L. opulent-, -ens or opulentus, f. *ops, 
pl. opes resources, wealth ( cf. OPlJS, co
Pwrs); see -L'LENT. So o·pulENCE. XVI.- L. 

opus ou·p;Js, D'p;JS work, esp. musical com
position. XVIII (first in magnum o., o. magnum 
great work). L., rei. to Skr. dpas; see also 
prec. So opuscuLE opA·skjul - (O)F. - L.; 
opu·sculum a small work XVII. 

or1 5.r (adv., prep., conj.) before; sooner, 
ere; rather than. XIII (also doubled or or; 
from xv often in or ever, or e'er, or ere). late 
Nhb. OE. iir early, ME. (in Scandinavian
ized areas) iir, later {ir-ON. dr = OE. fer 
ERE. 

or 2 5.r, ;:,.r particle introducing an alternative. 
First in 'Ormulum' (a. 12oo), in which three 
forms occur: (i) disyll. oj;err, (ii) monosyll. 
oj;j;r before a vowel, which was further re
duced to (iii) orr before a cons.; the conj. 
'totlter (xu-xv) seems to have arisen from an 
alt. of OE. ojJ};e 'or' by assim. of the ending 
to words expressing an alternative, as either, 
whether (cf. the alt. of OHG. odo, MHG. 
ode, to odar, oder by assim. to zveder neither). 

or3 5.r (her.) the tincture gold or yellow. 
XVI. - (O)F. or :- L. aurum. 

~or' ;u suffix of agent-nouns repr. ult. (i) L. 
-or chiefly as appended to pp. stems, as in 
the comp. forms -TOR, -ATOR, -itor, and 
-(s)sor (eg. censor, confessor, oppressor, spon
sor); (ii) L. -iit6rem, -itorem (nom. -citor, 
-itor), whence OF. -i!o(u)r, later and mod. 
-eur (see -OUR1

). It has been generalized in 
legal use for the terms corr. to those in -EE1 • 

(jJ In the following -or has superseded other 
endings, e.g. bachelor, chancellor, sailor. 

ORATOR 

-or 2 ;J.I suffix forming (orig.) abstr. sbs., in 
error, horror, languor, liquor, pallor, squalor, 
stupor, terror, torpor, tremor, repr. ult. L. -or, 
earlier -lfs (e.g. col6s COLOUR, honos HONOUR), 
corr. to Skr. -as, Gr. -as, and rei. for the most 
part to intr. vbs. in -ere. The earliest forms 
of the above words were in -our, which is 
the current British spelling in others of the 
same type (see -OUR2). (jJ The ending in the 
following is of different origins: manor, 
mirror, parlo(u)r, razor, scissors, visor. 

orach(e) a·mtJ plant of the genus Atriplex. 
xv (orage, arage, later areche, etc.). -AN. 
arasche, OF. arache, arrace (mod. arroche) = 
It. atrepice :- L. atriplicem, -plex (or some 
intermediate form between this and its 
source)- Gr. atrdphaxus. 

oracle o•r;Jkl mouthpiece of a deity; divine 
revelation or message XIV (Ch.); holy of 
holies in the Jewish temple xv; authoritative 
or infallible guide XVI. - (O)F. oracle- L. 
oriiculum, f. oriire speak, plead, pray, ORATE; 
see -CLE. So oraculAR orre·kjul;J.t. xvn. 

oral 5•r;Jl pert. to the mouth or to speech. 
XVII. -late L. oriilis, f. L. or-, os mouth (cf. 
oscuLATE), rei. to OE. or edge, beginning, 
0~. 6ss river-mouth, Ir. d, Skr. iis- mouth; 
cf. F. oral (XVIII), and see -AL1• 

orange a·rind3 (fruit of) an evergreen tree, 
Citrus Aurantium. xrv (orenge). - OF. 
orenge in pomme d'orenge (xrv), later and 
mod. orange, corr. to Pr. auranja, Cat. 
taronja, Sp. naranja, Pg. laranja, It. 'tnaran
cia (now arancia), melarancia, Rum. nt'irantd, 
medGr. nearantzion, of which the point of 
departure is Spain; ult.- Arab. niiranj- Pers. 
niirang (cf.late Skr.niirmiga-). So orange~ 
A'DE. XVIII (-F.), earlier 'torangeado. 

Orange a·rind3 name of a town (Arausio in 
the ancient province of Gallia Narbonensis) 
on the Rhone in France, which in 1530 
passed to the house of ~assau and so to the 
ancestors of William III of England ('Wil
liam of 0.', i.e. 0.-Nassau), after whom 
were named (late xvm) the 0. lodges, 
Orangemen, and 0. boys of an ultra-Protes
tant party in Ireland formally constituted 
into a secret society in 1795. The coinci
dence of this name with that of the fruit 
made the wearing of orange-coloured badges 
a symbol of attachment to William III and 
of membership of the 0. Society. 

orang~outang orre·l)utre:IJ large long-armed 
man-like ape. XVII. alt. of Malay orang 
titan jungle dweller, prob. through Du. 
orang-utang, 'toerangoetan (the native name 
is recorded in 1631 by Bontius, a Du. East 
Indian physician); prop. the Malay name 
for wild races of men misapplied by Euro
peans. (jJ The word has become CEur. 

orator a·r;Jt;J.l tadvocate xrv (Ch., \Vycl. 
Bible); tpetitioner; (eloquent) public 
speaker xv; as a university official XVII. 



ORATORIO 

- AN. oratour = (O)F. orateur- L. iiriitii
rem, -iitor speaker, pleader, f. pp. stem of 
iiriire, whence (or in part back-formation) 
orate orei·t tplead XVI; deliver a speech 
XVIII; see -ATE3 , -ATOR. So orA·T!oN tpeti
tion XIV; formal speech xvr. - L. iiriitiii(n-) 
formal language, discourse, advocate's 
speech, (eccl.) prayer; cf. ORACLE, ORISON, 
ADORE. 

oratorio <>rt~t5·riou (mus.) composition for 
solo voices and chorus with orchestra, dra
matic in character and having a Scriptural 
theme. XVIII. - It. oratorio- ecc!L. iiriitii
rium ORATORY1 ; so named from the musical 
performances held in the church of the 
Oratory of St. Philip N eri in Rome from the 
latter part of xvr. tjJ 'This evening [8 1\"ov. 
I644] I was invited to heare rare musiq at 
the Chiesa ~ova; the black marble pillars 
within led us to that most precious Oratory 
of Philippus ~erius their founder', Evelyn. 

oratory1 <>·r;;~t;Jri place of prayer, esp. a 
small chapel xrv; title of certain religious 
congregations in R.C.Ch. (orig. of the 0. of 
St. Philip Neri established in rs6-t) XVII. 
-A::-.'. oratorie = (O)F. oratoire = Pr. ora
tori, Sp., It. oratorio- ecc!L. iiriitiirium, sb. 
use (sc. tempfum temple) of n. of iiriitiirius, f. 
iiriit-; see prec. and -ORY1 • The OF. var. 
oratour, -or, is repr. by ME. o1·itore (XIV), 
Sc. orator( e), -our (XIV-XVI). 

oratory• <>"r;Jt;Jri art of the orator, eloquent 
speaking. XVI (Sh., Sidney). - L. ii•·iitiiria 
(Quintilian), sb. use (sc. ars art) of fem. of 
iirdtiirius, f. iirdtor; see ORATOR, -ORY2• Hence, 
or directly f. L. iiriitorius, oratoriCAL 
-::>·rikl XVII, which was preceded by tora
torial, toratorious, toratory (all XVI). 

orb1 5.rb t(old astron.) hollow sphere sur
rounding the earth; tcircle, ring; heavenly 
body XVI ; eye-ball, eye XVII; cross-sur
mounted globe of the regalia xvm. - L. 
orbis ring, round surface, disc. Hence 
orbED 2• XVI (Sh.). So orbi·culAR circular, 
spherical. xv. -late L. orbicularis, f. L. orbi
culus, dim. of orbis; see -CULE, -AR. 

orb2 5.rb (archit.) expl. by many authorities 
as 'blind window', 'blank panel'. XIV-XVII 
(in antiquarian use XIX). -AN. orbe, AL. 
orba, perh.- sb. use of fern. of L. orbus de
prived, devoid (of), rei. to ORPHAN; cf. F. 
mur orbe blind wall. 

orbit 5·.rbit eye-socket XVI ; path of a 
heavenly body XVII. - L. orbita wheel
track, course, path (of the moon), in medL. 
eye-cavity, sb. use of fern. (sc. via way) of 
orbitus circular, f. orb-, orbis ORB1• 

ore 5.Ik tferocious (sea-)monster; cetacean 
of the genus Orca. xvr. -F. orque or L. orca 
kind of whale (Pliny) - Gr. oruga, ace. of 
orux ORYX. 

orchard 5· .Itf;J.Id fruit-garden. OE. ortgeard, 
orcgeard, orce(a)rd garden, orchard = Goth. 
aurtigards garden (cf. aurtja farmer, vine-

ORDER 

dresser, and OHG. ka/orziin cultivate); 
the first element prob. repr. a var. of Germ. 
*v.:orti- WORT1 (cf. MLG. wortegarde, MHG. 
wurz(e)garte vegetable garden); the second 
is YARD1 • The orig. form ortgeard was to 
some extent continued in l\fE. and later 
ortyerd, but the developed orcherd was also 
re-analysed as orcheyerd, orchyard (XIV), and 
with assim. to L. hortus, as hortyard (XVI). 

orchestra 5·.rklstr;J (formerly str. orche·stm) 
in the ancient Gr. theatre, semicircular area 
for the chorus XVII; part of a theatre, etc., 
assigned to musicians; band of musicians 
itself xvur. - L. orchestra- Gr. orkMstrii, f. 
orkhefsthai dance (cf. orkhi!ster, -tis dancer), 
middle voice of orkhefn put in motion. 
Hence orche·strAL1• xrx. 

orchid 5·.rkid plant of the orchis family. 
XIX (Lindley, r845). f. modL. Orchidem 
(Linn<eus, 175 I) or Orchidace<e (Lindley), f. 
orchid-, wrongly assumed stem of L. orchis 
- Gr. orchis testicle (with cogns. in Lith., 
Av., Arm.), applied to the plants from the 
shape of the tubers in most species. 

orchil 5·Jtfil dye prepared from lichens XV; 
lichen Roccella XVIII. - OF. orcheil, orcele, 
orseil (mod. orseille), perh. to be referred 
ult. to L. herba urceoliiris plant for polishing 
glass pitchers (Pliny), f. urceolus, dim. of 
urceus pitcher (cf. l:RN). 

ordain 5.rdei·n confer (holy) orders upon; 
appoint, decree; tarrange, dispose. XIII. 
ME. ordeine- AN. ordeiner = OF. ordener 
(pres. ordeine), later -oner (mod. -omzer) = 
Sp. ordenar, It. ordinare- L. iirdiniire, f. 
iirdin-, ordi5 ORDER. 

ordeal 5·.rdi;Jl, 5.rdi'l ancient mode of trial 
by subjection to a dangerous physical test 
OE.; trying experience XVII. OE. ordiil, 
ordi!l (whence AL. ordiilium, ordela, -i!lum) 
= OFris. ordi!l, OS. urdi!li (Du. oordeel), 
OHG. urteili (G. urteil) judgement, judicial 
decision :- Germ. *uzdailjanz, corr. to OE. 
iid:Elan, OS. adeljan, OHG. ar-, il·teilan (G. 
urteilen) adjudge as one's share, decide, give 
judgement :- *uzdailjan share out, f. *uz
out -!- *dailjan (Goth. -dailjan) DEAL. In 
ME. recorded onlv in the form ordal from 
Ch. ('Troylus' iii 997), prob. from mcdL. 
ordiilium; thereafter in forms also dependent 
on medL., ordale (Lambarde), ordele 
(Spenser), until XVII, when the present form 
ordeal became current (Verstegan, 'Restitu
tion of Decayed Intelligence', I 6os) through 
etyma!. assoc. with DEAL1• The trisyll. pro
nunc., recognized by \Valkcr (1775), is due 
to ignorance of the etymol. sense and assoc. 
with words in -EAL. tjJ Contains the sole 
relic in English of the Germ. prefix *uz-. 

order 5· .Id;J.I A. rank of angels ; grade in the 
Christian ministry; (gen.) rank, grade; 
monastic society or fraternity XIII (o. of 
chivalry, etc. XIV); (archit.) system of parts 
in established proportions xvr; (math.) de
gree of complexity of form ; higher group of 



ORDURE 

animals, etc. xvm; B. sequence, disposition; 
method of procedure or action XIV (£n o. to, 
take o. XVI); condition of observance of law 
and usage xv; C. regulation, direction, 
mandate xvr. ME. ordre- (O)F. ordre, 
earlier ordene- L. ordinem, nom. 6rd6 row, 
series, course, array, rank (of soldiers), class, 
degree, captaincy, command, (eccl.) rank in 
the Church, rei. to ordiri begin ( cf. EXORDIUM, 
PRIMORDIAL), 6rntire ADORN. Hence o·rder
LY1 arranged in or observant of order XVI; 
charged with the conveyance or execution 
of orders XVIII (o. man, officer, tsergeant, 
hence as sb., by ellipsis). ordinAL1 5·.rdin;Jl 
t(rare) regular, orderly XIV (Wyclif); of 
numbers)( cardinal XVI; (nat. hist.) pert. to 
an order xrx. - late L. 6rdiniilis (Priscian), 
f. ordin-, ordo. So o·rdinal sb. book of the 
order of divine service XIV (Trevisa) ; form 
of ordination XVII. - medL. 6rdiniile, n. sg. 
of ordintilis ( cf. manual). o·rdinance A. 
(arch.) regular arrangement; authoritative 
direction, spec. )(law, statute XIV (R. Man
nyng) ; prescribed usage XIV ; B. tprovision, 
supply; spec. military supplies (now ord
nance) XIV. -OF. ordenance (now ordonnance) 
- medL. ordinantia, f. ordintire ORDAIN ; 
o·rdinand one about to be ordained. xrx. 
ordinARY 5·.rdin;Jri A. (eccl. and leg.) one 
having immediate jurisdiction or authority 
in juridical matters; B. book of divine 
service; C. sb. uses of the adj. from XVI. 
-AN., OF. ordinarie (later and mod. ordi
naire, whence ME. and Sc. ordinar)- medL. 
ordinarius (sc.judex judge, etc.), and inn. sg. 
ordinarium. So adj. belonging to the regular 
order or course; having regular jurisdiction 
xv; of the usual kind XVI. ·- L. ordinarius 
orderly, usual, f. 6rdin-, 6rd6 ORDER; see 
-ARY. ordinA'TION ordaining. XV. - (O)F. 
or L., f. ordintire ORDAIN. ordnance 5·,rd
n;Jns establishment for supply of military 
materials and stores. XVII; contr. of orde
nance, ORDINANCE. ordonnance systematic 
arrangement. XVII (Evelyn). F., alt. of OF. 
ordenance, after F. ordonner. 

ordure 5•.rdju;J.r filth, dung. XIV. - (O)F. 
ordure, f. ord filthy :- L. horridu-s HORRID; 
see -URE. 

ore 5a.r native mineral containing a metal 
which may be extracted from it. OE. ora 
unwrought metal (corr. to Du. oer, LG. ii.r, 
of unkn. origin), repr. by oor(e), ow·e, ure 
from XIV to XVII, which would have survived 
as *oor U;J.r, but was superseded by the de
scendant of OE. t'ir = OS., OHG. er, ON. 
eir, Goth. aiz :- CGerm. *aiz :- *ajiz, corr. 
to L. res crude metal, bronze, money, prob. 
:- *aj(o)s (cf. Skr. dyas ore, iron). 

Oread 5-ria!d mountain nymph. xvi 
(Spenser). - L. Oread-, Oreas- Gr. Oreiad-, 
Oreids, f. oros mountain; see -AD1• 

orfray see ORPHREY. 

organ 5·.rg;m in versions of the Bible and 
allusions thereto, applied to various instru-

ORIFICE 

ments of music XIII (Cursor M.); musical 
instrument consisting of pipes supplied with 
wind and sounded by keys XIV (Ch.); instru
ment or means of function xv. -OF. organe, 
orgene (mod. orgue) = Pr. orgue, Sp. 6rgano, 
It. organa- L. organum instrument, engine, 
musical instmment, (eccl.) church organ 
- Gr. organon, f. IE. *worg- *werg- WORK; 
cf. ORGY. So organrc 5.rgre·nik tserving 
as an organ XVI; pert. to organs or an organ~ 
ized body XVIII (chem. xrx). -F. organique 
(anat. XIV)- L. organicus. o·rganrsM tor
ganic stmcture XVII (Evelyn); organized 
system or body XVIII. -F. organisme. 
o·rganrsT player on an organ. xvr. - F. 
- medL. o·rganrzE. xv. - (O)F.- medL. 

organdie 5·.rg;Jndi fine translucent muslin. 
XIX. -F., of unkn. origin. 

orgasm 5· .rga!zm paroxysm of excitement. 
XVII. -F. orgasme or modL. orgasmus- Gr. 
orgasm6s, f. organ swell as with moisture, 
be excited. 

orgy 5·.rd3i (pl. orgies) secret rites of the 
worship of Greek and Roman deities, etc. 
XVI; (sg.) licentious revel xvm. orig. pl. -
F. orgies- L. orgia - Gr. 6rgia n. pl., f. IE. 
*worg- *werg- WORK; see -Y3 • So orgia·stic. 
XVII. -Gr. orgiastiluJs. 

-orial 5·ri<Jl suffix combining L. -orius -ORY 2 

and -iilis -AL\ and usu. identical in sense 
with -ory, e.g. inquisitorial, territorial, visita
torial; it is preferred where there is a sb. in 
-ory, e.g. purgatory f purgatorial. 

oriel 5·ri<Jl tporch; gallery, balcony, upper 
storey XIV; windowed recess projecting from 
a building xv; o. window xvm. ME. oriole 
-OF. oriol, eurieul passage, gallery, of unkn. 
origin; so medL. oriolum (xm) porch, ante
room, upper chamber. IJf The name of a 
large house in Oxford (la or le Oriole XIII), 
which passed to the provost and scholars of 
the House of Blessed Mary and gave its 
name to Oriel College. 

orient1 5·riant adj. eastern, (hence, of 
stones) precious, excellent; sb. the East, 
eastern lands. XIV (Maund., Ch., Gower). 
- (O)F. orient- L. orient-, oriens rising, 
rising sun, east, prp. of oriririse. Cf. ORIGIN 
see -E:-.JT. So orientAL1 5rie·nt;,l. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

orient2 5·ri;Jnt place so as to face the east 
XVIII; determine the bearings of; (refl.) 
ascertain one's bearings XIX. -F. orienter, 
f. orient ; see prec. So, by extension with 
-ATE 3

, o·rientate XIX; pro b. after orientA·
TION situation so as to face east (of a church, 
east and west), bearing or lie of a thing, 
determination of bearings xrx, which ap
pears to be directly f. orient vb. 

orifice OJTifis mouth-like opening. XVI. 
- (O)F. orifice- late L. orijicium (Macro
bius), f. ori-, os mouth (see ORAL)-1-.fic-, var. 
ofjacere make, no1. 



ORIFLAMME 

oriflamme o·riflrem sacred banner of St. 
Denis, of red or orange-coloured silk. xv 
(also -flambe). - (O)F. orijlambe, -fiamme, 
in medL. aurijlamma, f. aurum gold (cf. 
AUREATE)+ jlamma FLAME. 

origanum ori·g;m::.m wild marjoram, etc. 
XVI. L.- Gr. origanon, perh. f. 6ros moun
tain+ gdnos brightness, joy, pride; preceded 
by organ (OE. to mod. dial.), and origan (xv) 
- (O)F. origan. 

origin ;,·rid3in descent, ancestry XIV; point 
or place of beginning. XVI. -F. origine or 
L. origin-, orlgo, f. ori:rf. rise (see ORIENT). So 
origiDAL1 :1ri•d3in:1l pert. to origin (first of 
o. sin XIV, Shoreham); sb. torigin; pattern, 
exemplar XIV; singular or eccentric person 
XVII. - (O)F. original or L. originiilis (Ap
puleius). originA·TION. XVII. - F. - L. 
originiitio derivation of words (Quintilian), 
f. pp. stem of *originare, whence ori·
ginATE3. XVII. 

oriole 5-rioul name of various yellow
plumaged birds. XVIII. - med. and modL. 
oriolus- OF. oriol = Pr. auriol, Cat. (Sp.) 
oriol :- L. aureolu-s, f. aureus golden, f. 
aurum gold. 

Orion orai·::.n constellation figured as a 
hunter with belt and sword. XIV. - L.- Gr. 
Orion orig. name in Gr. myth. of a mighty 
hunter slain by Artemis. 

-orious 5·rios comp. suffix forming adjs. 
by the addition of -ous to L. -ori- of -orius 
-ORY2, with which and -ORIAL it is mainly 
synonymous, but not of like currency. 

orison o·riz::.n (arch.) prayer. ME. ureisun, 
oreison, oriso(u)n- AN. ur-, OF. m·eison, ori
son (now oraison) = Pr. orazon, Sp. oracion, 
It. orazione :- L. oriitio(n-) speech, ORATION. 

-orium 5·ri:Jm suffix repr. n. sg. of L. -orius, 
used in sbs. denoting 'place of . .', 'thing 
used or requisite for . . ', as in auditorium, 
crematorium, sanatorium, scriptorium, and in 
such techn. terms as haustorium sucker, 
inductorium induction coil, sensorium seat of 
sensation. Cf. -ORY1• 

orle 5.Il (her.) band round the shield. XVI. 
- (O)F. orle, also tourle (cf. mod. ourlet 
hem), f. ourler hem = Pr., Sp. orlar, It. 
orlare :- Rom. *oruliire, f. *orula, dim. of 
L. ora edge, border, prob. f. or-, os mouth 
(see ORAL, ORIFICE). 

orlop 5·.Ilop (orig.) floor or deck with which 
a ship's hold was covered in; (later) lowest 
deck. xv (overloppe). - (M)Du. overloop, 
f. overloopen run over; see OVER-, LEAP. 

ormer 5·.Im:l.I sea-ear (edible mollusc). 
XVII. -Channel Islands F. ormer = F. 
ormier :- L. auris maris 'ear of the sea' (so 
called from its resemblance to the ear). 

ORRERY 

ornament 5·.Inam:Jnt tadjunct; accessory 
equipment (now only of the furnishings of 
a church); decoration, embellishment. xv. 
refash. of ornement (xiv), after L. orniimen
tum, f. 6rniire ADORN; see -MENT. The 
earlier forms (XIV) were ournement, urnement 
(XIII)- AN. urnement, OF. o(u)rnement 
(mod. orne-); these competed also with 
aournement (see ADORNMENT). Hence o·ma
ment vb. xvm (Pope), whence o:ma
mentA·TION. XIX; orname·ntAL1 • xvn. So 
OrDATE 2 5.Inei-t highly embellished. xv 
(Hoccleve). - pp. of orniire. 

ornithology 5.Ini}:>o·lad3i branch of zoology 
dealing with birds. xvrr (Ray, I678). 
- modL. ornithologia (Aldrovandus, 1599), 
f. Gr. ornitlzol6gos treating of birds, f. 
ornitho-, 6mis bird; see ERNE, -LOGY. 
(j[ Fuller used it for 'the speech of birds' 
1655· So ornitho·logiST. 1677 (Plot). 

orography 5ro·gr<lfi, oreography 5ri;,·
gr<lfi description of mountains. XIX. f. oro-, 
oreo-, oreio-, comb. forms of Gr. 6ros moun
tain; see -GRAPHY. So or(e)O"LOGY. XVIII. 

orotund 5·rotAnd marked by fullness and 
clarity of tone. XVIII. f. L. phr. ore rotunda 
lit. 'with round mouth', with well-turned 
speech (Horace 'Ars Poetica' 323), with re
duction of ore ro- to oro-. 

orphan 5•Jf<ln (one) deprived of parents. 
xv (Caxton). -late L. (Vulgate) orphanus 
- Gr. orphan6s, rei. to L. orbus bereft, Arm. 
orb orphan. In earlier use (XIV) were 
torphelin, torphenin- (O)F. orphelin, tor
phenin (cf. Pr. orfanin) hypocoristic dim. of 
orfene, orfe = Cat. orfe, Sp. huerfano, It. 
orfano :- late L. 

orphic 5·.Ifik pert. to Orpheus or mysteries 
associated with him. XVII. - L. Orphicus 
- Gr. Orphik6s, f. Orphezis; see -Ic. 

orphrey, orfray 5·.zfri trich embroidery 
XIII; ornamental band on a vestment XIV. 
Falsely inferred sg. from ME. orphreis taken 
as pl.- OF. orfreis (mod. orfroi) = Pr. aur
fres, OSp. aurofres - medL. aurifrisium, alt. 
of auriphrygium gold embroidery, i.e. aurum 
Phrygium 'Phrygian gold' (cf. L. Phrygia 
chlamys embroidered mantle, phrygio em
broiderer in gold). 

orpiment 5· .Ipim<lnt yellow arsenic. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. orpiment, corr. to Sp. oropi
miento, It. orpimento- L. auripigmentum, f. 
aurum gold+pigmentum PIGMENT. 

orpin(e) 5·.Ipin succulent herbaceous plant 
Sedum Telephium, livelong. XIV. - OF. 
orpine yellow arsenic, presumably shorten
ing of orpiment. 

Orpington 5·.Ipil)t:m breed of poultry. xrx. 
f. name of Orpington, a town in Kent. 

ormolu 5·.Im<llii gold leaf, gilded bronze, orrery o·r:~ri mechanism for representing 
gold-coloured alloy. XVIII. -F. or moulu the motions of the planets. XVIII. Named 
'ground gold', i.e. or gold (:- L. aurum), after Charles Boyle, Earl of Orrery, for 
moulu, pp. of moudre :- L. molere grind (see whom a copy of the machine invented by 
MILL). " George Graham c.I700 was made. 
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ORRIS 

orris1 <>-ris (root of) iris. XVI (oreys, oris, 
arras). unexpl. alt. of IRIS. 

orris• <>·ris gold and silver lace pattern. 
xvm (or(1")ice, -ace). poss. alt. of orfris 
ORPHREY. 

ortho- 5•JjJOu, 5JjJ<>', before a vowel orth-, 
comb. form of Gr. orth6s (see ARDuous) 
straight, right, correct, in various terms 
(mostly techn., with specialized applications 
in chem., cryst., and math.). orthoepy 
5J]Jou·ipi correct pronunciation. XVII. -
Gr. orthoepeia (epos word). ortho·GHAPIIY 
correct spelling. xv. - (O)F. - L. -Gr. 

orthodox 5· J]J<ld<>ks according with ac
cepted opinion XVI; spec. epithet of the 
Eastern Church XVIII. - ecc!L. ortho.ioxus 
-Gr. orth6doxos, f. orth6s straight, right (cf. 
prec.)-i-d6xa opinion, f. base of dokefn seem, 
rei. to L. decet (see DECENT). So o·rtho
doxY3. xvrr. -late L. -late Gr. 

ortolan 5•Jtol;m species of bunting, Embe
riza hortulana. XVII. -F. ortolan (Cotgr. 
r6rr)- Pr. ortolan gardener- L. hortuldnus, 
f. hortulus (pl. garden grounds), dim. of 
lzortus garden (cf. YARD1). 

orts 5Jts (pl.) fragments of food left over, 
scraps. xv. -(with pl. suffix) MLG. ort-e 
refuse of food = early modDu. toormte (cf. 
Sw. dial. orate refuse fodder, LG. orten, 
verorten leave remains of food or fodder), 
perh. f. o(o)r- out (as in ORDEAL)-i-eten EAT. 

-ory1 ari earlier -orie- AN. -orie = (O)F. 
-oire, repr. L. -aria, -orium, f. and n. of 
·6rius -ORY', used sb. to denote a roon1 or 
an instrument, as ambulatory, directory, 
dormitory, lavatory, oratory, refectory, 
repository, suppository, but sometimes with 
other applications, as in promontory, terri
tory; in priory, rectory it is formed on a sb. 
in -oR1 with -Y 3. (JJ The groups glory, 
history, memory, victory, and allegm·y, cate
gory have a separate history; the ending of 
the plant names fumitory, pellitory is due to 
alteration. 

•ory• ari adj. suffix repr. L. -6rius, f. -aria, 
n. -61·ium (partly through F. -orie), primarily 
f. agent-nouns in -or- -oR1+-ius -rous, as 
in amatory, dilatory, initiatory, monitory, 
satisfactory, supplicatory; later extended, 
as in compulsory, illusory, perfunctory. Cf. 
-ORIAL, -ORIOUS, 

oryx o·riks species of antelope. XIV. - L. 
oryx- Gr. 6rux stonemason's pickaxe, ap
plied to an antelope or gazelle having 
pointed horns ; perh. rei. to ROUGH ; cf. ORC. 

Oscan o·skan pert. to (the ITALIC language 
of) the Osci (e.g. in Campania). f. L. Oscus 
(Osca lingua, Varro), adj. of Osci, earlier 
Obsci, Opsci, Opici (Gr. Opiko£, O'skoi); see 
-AN. O·sco-, comb. form, as in Osco
Umbrian. 

OSO-BERRY 

oscillate o·sileit swing backwards and for
wards. XVIII. f. pp. stem (see -ATE 3

) of L. 
6scilltire, f. 6scillum little mask of Bacchus 
hung from the trees, especially in vineyards, 
so as to be easily moved by the wind (see 
Virgil 'Georgics' II 387 ff.), dim. of 6s face 
(see ORAL); (or back-formation from) oscil
lA·no:-~. XVII. - L. 

oscitant o·sit;}nt gaping from drowsiness. 
XVII. - prp. of L. oscittil'e gape, ace. to some 
f. 6s mouth+ cit tire put in motion; see ORAL, 
CITE, -ANT. So oscitA'TION. xvr. - L. 

osculate <>·skjuleit kiss; (techn.) bring or 
come into close contact. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. 6sculdri kiss, f. osculum little or pretty 
mouth (cf. -CULE), kiss, hypocoristic dim. of 
6s mouth; see ORAL, -ATE3. So osculA·TION. 
XVII. - L. 

-ose1 ous suffix repr. L. -6sus, forming 
adjs. from sbs. with the meaning 'full of', 
'abounding in', e.g. ann6sus full of years (f. 
annus year),joc6sus JOCOSE, m6r6sus MOROSE, 
t•erb6sus VERBOSE. The corr. sbs. end in 
•OSITY :.l'siti, repr. F. -osite, L. -6sittis. Cf. 
-ous. 

-ose• ous (chem.) suffix originating in the 
final syll. of GLUCOSE and used to form names 
of related carbohydrates, as cellulose, dex
trose, lmvose. 

osier ou·3io.1 species of willow, the pliant 
branches of which are used for basketwork. 
XIV. - (O)F. osier, m. form corr. to fern. 
(dial.) osiere :- medL. auseria (vm), which 
has been referred to Gaulish *auesd river
bed (whence Breton aoz). 

-osis ou·sis terminal el. of many ancient and 
modL. tem1s derived from or modelled on 
Gr. terms in -6sis, which were primarily 
based on vbs. in -6ein (-oun) but were later 
formed directly on sbs. and adjs., e.g. anchy
losis, chlorosis, cyanosis, metamorphosis, 
sclerosis, thrombosis; corr. adjs. end in -OTIC. 

•osity <J'Slti see -osE\ -ous, and -ITY. 

Osmanli oz-, osmre·nli see OTTOMAN. XIX. 

osmium o·zmi"Jm (chem.) metal of the 
platinum group, distinguished by a pungent 
smell. XIX (S. Tennant, r8o4). f. Gr. osmii 
ODOUR+-IUM. 

osmund1 o·zm:md, o·s- superior quality of 
iron imported from Baltic regions. xm. 
ME. osemond, prob. - J\!ILG. osemunt, re
inforced later from OSw. osmunder, ODa. 
osm.und; of unkn. origin. 

osmund2 <>'zrnand, o·s- flowering fern. xv. 
-AN. osmunde, (O)F. osmonde, of unkn. 
origin. 

oso-berry ou·souberi blue-black fruit of 
western N. Amer. Nuttallia cerasiformis. 
XIX. f. Sp. oso bear:- L. ursu-s (cf, ARCTIC) 
+BERRY. 



OSPREY 

osprey o·spri sea-eagle, fish-hawk xv; egret 
plume XIX. - OF. ospres, repr. obscurely L. 
ossifraga OSSIFRAGE. '1J In modF. orfrnie, 
to.ffraie (XVI), which is also unexplained. 

osseous o·si:Js pert. to bone, XVIII. f. L. 
osseus, f. oss, os bone (:- *ost-), rei. to Skr. 
dsthi, Gr. mteon OSTEO- ; see -Eous. 

ossifrage o·sifreid3 lammergeyer; osprey. 
XVII. - sb. uses ofL. osszfragus, -fraga bone
breaking, f. ossi-, M bone (see prec.) + *frag-, 
break (see FRAGMENT). '1J Identification of 
Pliny's ossifraga with the lammergeyer is 
held to be supported by this bird's alleged 
habit of dropping bones from a great height 
in order to break them. Cf. OSPREY. 

ossify o·sifai become or convert into bone. 
XVIII. - F. ossifier, f. L. ossi-, os bone; see 
OSSEOUS, -IFY. So o:ssiFICA'TION. XVII. 

ossuary o·sjuori charnel-house, bone-urn. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). -late L. ossutirium, 
f. OSSll, var. of OSS, OS bone (see OSSEOUS), -ARY. 

ostensible oste·nsibl tthat may be shown; 
tconspicuous; exhibited as actual and 
genuine. XVIII. - F. ostensible- medL. 
ostensibilis, f. ostens-, pp. stem of ostendere, 
f. obs- on-+ tendere stretch ; see TENSION, 
-IDLE. So oste·nsoRY1 monstrance. XIX 
(earlier in foreign forms ostensorio, -orium, 
-oir). - medL. ostensorium. ostentA·TION 
display. xv. - (O)F. - L. f. ostentiire, fre
quent. of ostendere. 

osteo- o·stiou, ostio· comb. form of Gr. 
osteon bone (see OSSEOUS, OSTR'\.CISM), as in 
osteo·LOGY science of bones. XVII. - modL. 
osteologia; o·steopath, osteo·pathy (orig. 
U.S.), c.I89o, after homceopath, allopath. 

ostiary o-stiori door-keeper (one of the 
minor clerical orders). xv. -· L. ostitirius 
(also used in Eng.), f. ostium opening, river 
mouth, door, f. os mouth; see ORAL, -ARY. 

ostler o·slo.I (an earlier pronunc. ou·sl:J.I 
survives in the surname Osler) stable-man, 
groom. xv. var. sp. of HOSTLER, restricted 
since XVI to this sense. 

ostmen ou·stmen (pl.) invaders or settlers 
from Denmark and Norway in Iceland and 
Ireland. xv. -ON. Austmenn, pl. of Aust
maiJr; see EAST, MAN. 

ostracism o·strosizm method of banish
ment in ancient Greece by voting with pot
sherds or tiles on which the name of the 
person proposed to be banished was written. 
XVI. -F. ostracisme or modL. ostracismus 
-Gr. ostrakism6s, f. ostrakizein (whence 
o·straciZE XVII), f. 6strakon shell, tile, pot
sherd, rei. to ostak6s crustacean, osteon bone, 
ostreon OYSTER j see OSTEO-, -ISM. 

ostreger o·strid3o.1, ostringer -ind3:J.I 
(arch.) keeper of goshawks. XIV. -OF. 
ostruchier, austruchier, based on ostour 
(mod. autour) hawk:- Gallo-Rom. auceptore, 
alt. fonn (by assoc. with L. avis bird) of 

OTTER 

acceptore, for L. accipiter, perh. parallel to 
Gr. oku/pteros swift-winged. '1! In XVII also 
a(u)stringer. 

ostrei- o·strii (also ostreo-) comb. form 
of L. ostrea, ostreum OYSTER, as in o·strei
cu:ltuRE. XIX. 

ostrich o·stritf the largest of existing birds, 
Struthio camelus. XIII. ME. ostrice, -iclze, 
-ige- OF. ostrice, -iche, -usee (mod. autru
che), corr. to Sp. avestruz, Pg. abestru:::: :
Rom. *avistritthius, f. L. avis bird+late L. 
stritthio - Gr. strouthion ostrich, f. strouth6s 
sparrow, ostrich. (jJ In class. Gr. called aTpov-
06s, o p..!yas aTpoviJ6s, and aTpoviJoKap.TJlws. 

Ostrogoth ;,·strougojJ East Goth. XVII. 
-late L. pl. Ostrogothi, f. Germ. *austro-, 
whence OHG., OS. ostar, ON. austr east
ward (see EAST)+ L. Gothus GOTH. 

•ot ot, -ote out repr. F. -ote, L. -ota, Gr. 
-iJtes, expressing nativity in ancient Gr. 
names, as Epirot epai:J·mt, Gr. EpeiriJti!s, 
native of Epirus, in mod. names (normally 
with -ote) of inhabitants of certain places in 
or near Greece, as Candiote, Cypriot(e), 
Suliote. '1J The form -ot occurs in the com
mon nouns HELOT, IDIOT, PATRIOT, ZEALOT. 

other A"o:u tone of two; the remaining 
( orig. one of two); existing besides OE.; 
different (as in ANOTHER) XIII. OE. oper = 
OFris. other, OS. ooar, andar, O,HG. andar 
(Du., G. ander), ON. annarr, Goth. anpar 
:-CGerm. •anperaz :-IE. *dnteros(compar. 
formation with •-teros), whence the orig. 
sense of alternation ( cf. ALTER) ; parallel to 
Skr. dntaras different, Lith. aiitras, OPruss. 
antars, based on *an- as in Skr., Av. anyas 
other. Hence o·ther-WISE (OE. on opre 
zvisan; cf. ON. QiJruvls). 

-otic o·tik repr. ult., through F. -otique, L. 
-oticus, Gr. -otik6s, f. sbs. in -otes -oT, -OTE, 
adjs. in -otos, f. vbs. in -6ein, -oiln, and so 
rei. to sbs. in -OSIS, e.g. hypnotic and hypnosis, 
sclerotic and sclerosis. Of different forma
tion in Gr. are demotic, erotic, exotic; a mod. 
analogical formation is chaotic on chaos. 

otiose ou· fious of no practical effect XVIII 
(Paley); (arch.) unemployed XIX. - L. 
otiosus. f. otium leisure (cf. NEGOTIATE); see 
-OSE. '1J Earlier were totious XVII (-OF. 
ocieus), otio·sity XV (Caxton)- OF. 

oto- outou comb. form of Gr. ot-, olls EAR 1• 

XIX. 

ottava rima ota·va ri·ma (pros.) It. stanza of 
eight I I -syllable lines rhyming abababcc. 
XIX. It., 'eighth rhyme' (see OCTAVE, RHYME j 
cf. TERZA RIMA). 

otter o·to.I aquatic mammal Lutra vulgaris. 
OE. otr, ot(t)or = MLG., Du. otter, OHG. 
ottar (G. otter), ON. otr :- CGerm. (not in 
Goth.) •otraz :- IE. *udros, repr. by Skr. 
udrds, Gr. hudros water-snake, hzidrti HYDRA, 
Lith. udra, OS!. vydra, f. "'ud- •wed- *wod
(see WATER). 



OTTO 

otto <>·tou unexpl. alt. of attar, otter, vars. 
of Pers. attar ATTAR. XVII. 

ottoman <>·taman cushioned seat of the sofa 
type. XIX. -F. ottomane (xvm), fern. of 
ottoman, adj. of next. 

Ottoman <>·t;:,m;:,n pert. to the Turkish 
dynasty founded c.IJOO by Othman (Os
man); Turkish, Turk. XVII (earlier Otho
man, Ottoman; Byron has Othman). -F. 
Ottoman, It. Ottomano, medL. Ottomanus, 
medGr. Othomanof, f. Arab. "-otlzmani, f. 
<:.othman; Osman, the Turk. pronunc. of 
Othman+ Turk. adj. suffix -li gives OsMANLI. 

oubliette ublie·t secret dungeon. XIX 
(Scott). F., f. oublier forget = Pr., Cat. 
oblidar, Sp., Pg. olvidar, Rum. uita :-Rom. 
""oblitare, f. oblit-, ppl. stem of oblh•isci; see 
OBLIVION, -ETTE, 

ouch autf (arch.) clasp, brooch (in A.V., 
Ex. xxviii I I, etc.). ME. ouche, arising from 
misdivision of a nouche (cf. adder) -OF. 
nosche, nouche- OFrank. (= OHG.) nuskja 
buckle, clasp, perh. of Celtic origin. 

ought1 3t am bound, was bound, should be 
bound or obliged. OE. ahte, pt. ind. and 
subj. of agan OWE; (literally) owed as a duty; 
(through the subj. use) should owe as a duty, 
passing into incl. use expressing (present or 
past) obligation, duty, or propriety. 

ought2 3t illiterate alt. of NOt:GHT in the 
sense 'cipher', 'zero', arising from mis
dividing a nought as an ought. XIX (Dickens). 

ouija wi·d3a, wi·jii (in spiritualism) o. board, 
one lettered with an alphabet for obtaining 
messages. XX. f. F. oui yes-j-G. ja yes. 

ounce1 auns unit of weight ( 1\ of a pound 
troy, T.r avoirdupois). XIV (R. Mannyng). 
ME. unce- OF. unce (mod. once) = Pr. 
onsa, Sp. onza, It. oncia, tonza (see oz.) :
L. uncia twelfth part of a pound or foot ( cf. 
INCH1), f. iinus ONE, prob. intended orig. to 
express a unit. 

ounce• auns tlynx XIII; mountain panther 
XVIII (Goldsmith). -AN. *unce, OF. once, 
beside [once (the l of which was taken for the 
clef. art.), corr. to It. lonza, repr. Rom. 
'~<[uncia, f. lync-, lynx LYNX (cf. L. lynceus 
lynx-eyed). 

our au~.r pert. to vs. A. g. pl. ('of us') of the 
Ist pers. pron. OE. fire (iisser, user) = 
OFris., OS. user, OHG. unser, 0~. vdr, 
Goth. unsara. B. as pron. adj. OE. fire (de
clined like adjs. in -e) = OFris. iise, OS. 
unsa (Du. onze, ons), OHG. unser (G. unser), 
ON. vdrr, Goth. unsar. Hence ours aua.rz 
ME. iires (XIII, Cursor M.); rep!. tour (OE. 
fire to XVII); ourn (Wycl. to mod. dial.); 
oursE·LF XIV, rep!. usself; with pl. inflexion, 
ourse·h·en, ourse·lves XIV. 

-our1 a.r the older form in many agent
nouns in -OR', surviving in SAVIOUR. 

OUT-

-our2 a.r surv1vmg spelling in British use 
(as against U.S. -or) in several sbs. in -OR2

, 

v.z. ardour, candour, clamour, colour, dolour, 
favour, fervour, honour, labour, odour, ran
cour, rigour, rumour, savour, splendour, 
tumour, valour, vigour. tJJ The ending in 
the following has a different origin: arbour, 
artnour, demeanour, glarnour, parlour, suc
cour; behaviour is a special case. 

ourali var. of WOURALI. 
-ous as adj. suffix denoting 'characterized 

by', 'having the quality of', 'full of', 'abound
ing in', repr. ult. L. -osus, -osa, -osum ( cf. 
-OSE1); first appearing as -os, -us- A:'\., OF. 
-os, -us, mod. -eux (e.g. CO'lJeitos, coveitus 
COVETOUS) = Sp., It. -oso. The vowel being 
identified with the repr. of OE. ii was, like 
it, spelt ou, the form -ous being thus esta
blished from c.IJOO, its pronunc. passing 
from u through u and a weakened var. of 
this to the present ;:,, 
The addition of -ous to L. stems of many 

types became the commonest mode of 
anglicizing L. adjs. ending in -eus, -ius, -uus, 
-aci-, -oci-, -endus, -ulus, -orus, etc., e.g. 
aqueous, atrocious, nefarious, stupendous, 
garrulous, and ·of forming adjs. directly 
from sbs. of all origins; see also -Eous, 
-wus, -uous; reL sbs. have -OSITY. 

In chem. -ous indicates a larger proportion 
of the element denoted by the stem than the 
termination -ic, as cuprous oxide, ferrous 
salts, sulphurous acid. 

ousel, ouzel u·z(a)l blackbird. OE. osle 
(:- *amsle) = 0!-IG. amusia, amsala (G. 
amsel) ; see MERLE. 

oust aust dispossess XVI ; turn out, eject 
xvu. -AN. ouster = OF. aster (mod. oter) 
take away, remove = Pr. ostar :- L. obstare 
oppose, hinder (see OBSTACLE). So ou·stER5 

(leg.) ejection from a possession. XVI. -law 
F. ouster, sb. use of the vb. 

out aut adv. of motion or position beyond 
certain limits; with many transf. and fig. 
applications. OE. fit = OFris., OS. z7t (Du. 
uit), OHG. z7;; (G. aus), ON. ut, Goth. fit; 
CGerm. adv. rei. to Skr. prefix ud- out (cf. 
Gr. husteros later :- *udteros). The comp. 
prep. out of au·tav (lit. forth or proceeding 
from within; hence, not in or inside) de
scends from OE. iit of = OS. fit af (see OF). 
OE. iitan(e), ME. uten, is continued in BUT 
and WITHOUT. As adj., of restricted use (cf. 
outhouse, OUTSIDE, out isles, outsize, and 
OUT-). As sb. chiefly in techn. uses XVIII. 
Asvb.OE.z7tian = OFris.utia,OHG.u;;on; 
newly formed xrv (Ch.) and later. out-and
out completely XIV; adj. XIX. Hence out
and-outER1 perfect or extreme one of its 
kind. XIX. The compar. formed with -ER3 

(outter, c.I400) superseded UTTER in certain 
uses (cf. OUTMOST); hence toll'termore XIV; 
ou·terMosr xvr, after innermost, uppermost. 

out- aut repr. OE. fit-, found in some thirty 
comps. meaning chiefly 'outward(s)', 'out
lying', 'foreign', 'exterior, external', much 



OUTING 

increased in number and extended in ap
plication, in ME. and later; e.g. on the 
model of OE. uthealf outward side are out
side, outskirts, outline; = 'outside the pre
mises or area', as in outhouse, outland (OE. 
utland); = 'external', as out-patient; on intr. 
verbal phrases such as break out, cry out, fit 
out, lay out, look out were formed outbreak, 
outcry, outfit, outlay, outlook; on trans. 
verbal phrases in the sense 'exceed or go 
beyond a person or thing in something', as 
outbid, outdo, outgrow, outlast, outline, out
run; out-Herod (Sh. 'Hamlet' III ii 16) ex
ceed Herod in violence; so e.g. out-Nero 
Nero; outstrip (Xvi) is based on an obs. vb. 
meaning 'move swiftly'; similarly with sbs., 
as outwit, out-general; with prepositional 
sense, as outdoor XVIII. 

outing au·til) texpedition XIV (Barbour); 
texpulsion (Promp. Parv.); (orig. dial.) air
ing, excursion XIX (Clare). Partly f. OUT vb., 
partly f. the adv. 

outlander au·tlamd~.t foreigner xvii; in 
S. Africa, alien inhabitant XIX. Cf. Du. uit
lander, G. ausliinder. 

outlaw au·tl5 one put outside the protection 
of the law. Late OE. utlaga- ON. utlagi, f. 
utlagr outlawed, banished, f. ut OUT+ *lagu, 
lpg LAW. So ou·tlaw vb. Late OE. iitlagian. 
ou·tlawRY. XIV; in AN. utlagerie, -larie, 
AL. utlagaria, -eria (f. utlaga XI). 

outmost au·tmoust, -m~st outermost. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). alt. of utmest (see UTMOST). 

outrage au·treid3 tintemperance, excess, 
extravagant, violent action; violent injury. 
XIII. - (O)F. outrage = Pr. oltratge, Sp. 
ultraje, It. oltraggio :- Rom. *ultriiticum, 
f. L. ultrii beyond; see ULTRA-, -AGE. So 
ou·trage vb. XIV. outra·geous. xrv. 
-OF. outrageus (mod. -eux). 

outre ii.-trei, [[utre out-of-the way, eccen
tric, extravagant. XVIII (Richardson, Field
ing). F., pp. of outrer tgo beyond due limits, 
f. outre :- L. ultra (cf. ULTRA). 

outrecuidance iitr;}kwi·d;}ns (arch.) arro
gance, presumption. XV. - (O)F. outre
cuidance, f. outrecuider, f. outre beyond 
( :- L. ultrii) + cuider think ( :- L. cogitiire) ; 
see ULTRA-, COGITATE, -ANCE. t.lJ Revived by 
Scott. 

outrigger au·tri :g;u (naut.) in various senses 
preceded by, and perh. an alt., by assoc. 
with RIG, of toutligger (xv) 'outlier' (f. OUT 
+Zig- ON. liggja LIE1). t.J! Du. uitlegger 
guard-ship is later in appearance and has 
not the same meanings. 

outright autrait (str. variable) tstraight 
onward, straightway XIII; to the full, com
pletely XIV. f. OUT adv., RIGHT adv. 

outsiDE autsaid (str. variable) sb. XVI; adj. 
XVII; adv. and prep., for o. of xviii; hence 
outsi·dER1 (18oo, Jane Austen). 

outsKIRT au·tsk5.tt XVI (sg. Spenser; pl. 
Clarendon). The outer border. 

OVER-

outspan au·tspren (S. Afr.) unyoke, un
harness. XIX. - Du. uitspannen, f. uit ouT+ 
spannen stretch, SPAN 2, put horses to. 

outspoken (str. variable) orig. Sc. that is 
given to speaking out or plainly. XIX. See 
SPOKEN. 

ouzel see ousEL. 

oval ou·v(;>)l egg-shaped. XVI (Dee). 
- medL. oviilis, f. L. ovum EGG; see -AL1• 

Cf. F. toval (Rabelais). So OVATE2 ou·veit. 
XVIII. - L. 

ovary ou·v;>ri female organ of reproduction. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). - modL. oviirium 
(whence also F. ovaire 1690); see -ARY. 

ovation ouvei·J~n (in ancient Rome) lesser 
triumph XVI; texultation XVII ; enthusiastic 
applause XIX. - L. oviitio(n-), f. oviire cele
brate a (lesser) triumph, perh. f. Gr. euot, 
exultant cry at the Bacchanalia; see -ATION. 

oven A·vn tfurnace; receptacle for food to 
be cooked by radiating heat. OE. ofen = 
OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. oven, OHG. ovan 
(G. ofen), ON. ojn, ogn, Goth. *auhns (ace. 
sg. auhn) :- CGerm. *oxwnaz :- *ukw(h)nos 
(cf. Gr. ipn6s oven, furnace, Skr. ukhds 
cooking-pot, L. aulla (:- *aukslii) pot, dim. 
auxilla) ; cf. OE. ofnet small vessel. 

over ou·v~.t adv. (also prep. in corr. senses) 
above (now only in spec. uses); to or on the 
other side; above a certain quantity OE. ; 
excessively, too XIII; through the whole ex
tent XIv; gone by, done with (xrv) xvii. OE. 
ofer = OFris. over, OS. ooar (Du. over), 
OMG. obar, OHG. ubar prep., ubiri adv. 
(G. fiber, also, from MG., ober), ON. yfir, 
Goth. ufar :- CGerm. *uoeri (LG. and MG. 
favouring the vowel o, the rest u) :- IE. 
*uperi, compar. formation (cf. Skr. updri, 
Av. upairi, Gr. huptfr, L. s[uper; see HYPER-, 
SUPER-) on *up6 from under towards (see 
SUB-). over adj. ME. ouere (XIII) began as 
a graphic var. of uuere (with o for u before u) 
:- OE. ufer(r)a, yfer(r)a, -e (:- *uoar, *uoi
rozo-), which is directly repr. by dial. uvver; 
superseded in gen. use by the advb. form. 

over- ouv;J.t repr. OE. ojer-, comb. form of 
prec., of which there are some 300 comps. 
illustrating several senses and having many 
of them parallels in other Germ. langs. ; the 
number was increased in ME. and later 
periods, with modifications and develop
ments of the primary meanings. The chief 
senses are 'situated above', 'upper', 'in ex
cess', 'extra', 'lying, extending, or moving 
across', 'passing over a limit or an obstacle', 
'beyond in degree or quality', 'covering 
a surface', 'with dominating or damaging 
influence or effect'; 'with disturbance of 
situation', as overbalance (xvi), overcast 
(xiii), overset (xvi), overturn (xiv), OVER
WHELM ; special uses are those in overhear 
hear without intention (distinct from OE. 
ojerh!eran not to listen to); overlook lo_ok 
over and beyond and so not to see or notice 
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OVERALL 

(distinct from oversee, OE. oferseon survey, 
(later) inspect, superintend); OVERTAKE; 
overcoat (r8o7 W. Irving) and overshoe 
(c.r8so) are orig. U.S. and are prob. render
ings of the corr. G. or Du. words. 

overall ou·var51 outer covering or garment. 
XV!II. f. OVER prep.+ALL sb.; partly after 
F. surtout (xvn) SURTOUT. 

overplus ou·v;uplAs. XIV (Trevisa). Partial 
tr. of (O)F. surplus SURPLUS. 

overt ou·v5Jt topen, uncovered XIV (Ch.); 
open to view or kno'W ledge XIV ( occas. before 
XVI). - OF. m•ert (mod. ouvert), pp. of ovrir 
(ouvrir) open :- L. aperire. 

overTA-KE come up with, c::rtch up XIII 
(AncrR.); come upon suddenly XIV. f. 
OVER--\-TAKE; superseding toftake (La3.), 
with which cf. OE. offaran, offeran, ofridan. 

o·verTONE (acoustics, mus.) harmonic. XIX. 
- G. oberton (Helmholtz), for oberpartialton 
'upper partial tone'. 

overture ou·vaJtfuaJ topening, aperture 
XIV; opening of negotiations xv; (Sc.) formal 
motion in an assemblyxvr; (mus.) orchestral 
piece forming the introduction to a work 
XVII. -OF. overture (now ouverture) :
L. apertiira APERTURE, with infl. from ouvrir 
open. 

overweening ouvaJwi·nil) presumption, 
arrogance. XIV (R. Mannyng). f. OVER-, 
\VEEN, -ING1 ; prob. after OUTRECUIDANCE. 

overwhelm OUV;JJ.¥.e·lm (dial.) upset. xrv 
(R. l\1annyng) ; overcome, overpower XVI. 
f. OVER--\-WHELM (which survives otherwise 
only in poet. and arch. use). 

ovi-1 ou·vi comb. form of L. ovum EGG\ as 
in o·vinucT (xvm). 

ovi- 2 ou·vi comb. form of L. ovis sheep (see 
EWE), as in (joe.) ovicide sheep-slaughter 
(Barham). 

ovine ou·vain pert. to sheep. XIX. - late L. 
ovinus, f. ovis; see EWE, -INE1• 

ovo- ou·vou used irreg. for ovr-1• xrx. 

ovoid ou·void egg-shaped. xrx. - F. ovoide 
(Buffon) - modL. ovoides, f. ovum EGG1 ; see 
-om. So ovoi·dAL1 • xvm. 

ovolo ou·valou (archit.) convex moulding 
the section of which is a quarter-circle or 
ellipse. XVII. -It. ovalo, dim. of tovo, 
uovo :- L. ovum EGG1• 

ovule ou·vjul (bot.) rudimentary seed; 
(zoo!.) unfertilized ovum. XIX. -F. ovule 
(Mirbel r8o8)- modL. ovulum, dim. of L. 
ovum (EGG1); see -ULE. 

ovum ou·vam egg (female reproductive cell). 
XVIII. L., EGG1• 

owe ou tA. have, own OE.; B. have to pay 
XII; C. have as a duty or obligation XII; D. 
cherish, entertain xrv; have to ascribe or 
attribute XVI. OE. agan, pres. ah, pt. ahte = 

OXONIAN 

OFris. aga, ach, achte, OS. egan, eh, ehta, 
OHG. eigan, eig, ON. eiga, d, dtta, Goth. 
aigan, aih, aihta; CGerm. perfect-pres. vb. 
(cf. CAN1 , DARE, MAY1); f. *aig- :- IE. *oik
*ik-, repr. also by Skr. -is possess, own). 
The orig. conjugation has been rep!. by a 
new one (owed xrv) based directly on the in f., 
and the orig. pt. has become a distinct word 
( OUGHT1) having lost immed. connexion with 
owe. Cf. OWN. In the meaning 'have to pay' 
owe superseded shall. A special use of the 
prp. owiNG 2 is in the sense 'attributable to' 
(xvn), whence the advb. ou·ing to because of 
(xrx, Scott). 

owelty ou·alti (leg.) equality. xvr. -AN. 
oweltc, f. OF. owel :- L. mqudlis EQUAL; see 
-TY. 

owl au] nocturnal bird of prey. OE. iile = 
OLG. *ula (l\1LG., :v!Du. tile, Du. uil), ON. 
ugla :- *uwwalon, parallel with *uzowilon, 
repr. by OHG. zizo£/a (MHG. iule, G. eule). 
For the imit. origin cf. L. ulula, perh. f. vb. 
ululare howl; also L. bzibo, Gr. buiis, Mza. 
Hence ow·lET. XVI. t;H Forms with initial 
h are ME. lwle (xm), houlet (xv); cf. OS. 
hiio, OHG. hiiwo (G. dial. u/zu). 

own oun pert. to oneself or itself. OE. ligen 
= OFris. egen, ein, OS. egan, OHG. eigan 
(Du., G. eigen), ON. eiginn :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *aiganaz, adj. use of the pp. of 
OWE, prop. 'possessed', 'owed'. Hence own 
vb. OE. iignian (so OHG. eiganen, G. 
eignen, ON. eigna) ttake possession of; hold 
as one's own OE. (disused XIV-XVI exc. as 
repr. in ow·nER1 (xrv), whence revived xvn 
by back-formation); acknm.vledge as one's 
own, as true or valid, etc. xvn. 

ox oks pl. oxen o·ksn bovine animal, esp. 
castrated male of the domestic species. OE. 
oxa = OFris. oxa, OS., OHG. ohso (Du. os, 
G. ochse), ON. uxi, oxi, Goth. auhsa :
CGerm. *oxson :- IE. *uksin-, repr. also 
by W. ych, pl. yclzyn, Olr. oss stag, Skr. 
ukshdn ox, bull, cattle; the ult. relations are 
unkn. tJ[ The only sb. in gen. use that re
tains the orig. weak pl. (OE. -an). 

oxalic <>ksa:·lik epithet of a poisonous sour 
acid existing in the form of salts in wood
sorrel, etc. XVIII. -F. oxalique (de Morveau 
and Lavoisier, 'Nomenclature Chimique', 
1787), f. L. oxalis (Pliny)- Gr. oxalis wood
sorrel (Dioscorides), f. oxus sour, acid (cf. 
OXYGEN); see -!C. 

oxide o·ksaid compound of oxygen with 
another element or with an organic radical. 
XVIII. -F. oxide (de Morveau and Lavoisier, 
1787), now oxyde, f. oxygene OXYGEN+ -ide, 
after acide ACID. The sp. oxid (now U.S.) 
was suggested by assoc. with acid. See prec. 

Oxonian oksou·nian pert. to Oxford, esp. 
to its university. XVI. f. Oxonia, latinization 
of OE. Ox(e)naford, ME. Oxen(e)ford, f. 
oxan, g. pl. of ox+ FORD; see -IAN. 



OXSLIP 

oxslip n·kslip flowering herb, hybrid be
tween cowslip and primrose. OE. oxanslyppe, 
f. oxan, g. sg. of oxa ox+slyppe slimy or 
viscous dropping (see COWSLIP). 

oxy- n·ksi repr. oxu-, comb. form of Gr. 
oxus sharp, pungent, ACID, used in many 
scientific terms, in chem. repr. oxygen. 

oxygen n·ksid3nn (chem.) colourless in
visible gas, the most abundant of the ele
ments. xvnr. -F. oxygene, intended to 
mean 'acidifying principle' (acid-producer), 
f. Gr. oxus (see prec. +-gene -GEN. The form 
used as sb. in de Morveau and Lavoisier's 
'Nomenclature Chimique', 1787, was oxi
gene; this repl. oxygene (1786), short for 
principe oxygene (r78s-6), which had suc
ceeded to principe oxygine (1777). 

oxymoron :>ksim5·mn (rhet.) figure in 
which contradictory terms are conjoined. 
XVII. - Gr. oxum6ron, n. sg. of oxum6ros 
pointedly foolish, f. oxus (see OXY-)+mor6s 
foolish (cf. MORON). 

oxytone :>·ksitoun (Gr. gram.) having the 
acute accent on the last syllable. xvm. 
- modL. oxytonus- Gr. oxutonos, f. oxus 
sharp, acute (see OXY-)+t6nos TONE. So 
paro·xytone p.er- I proparo·xytone prou
p;~r- having an acute accent on the penulti
mate I antepenultimate syllable respectively. 
XVIII. 

PACK 
oy, oe oi (Sc.) grandchild. xv (o). - Gael• 

ogha, odha (6·;~) = Olr. au descendant, lr" 
ria grandson. 

oyer oi·;:>.I (leg.) in full o. and terminer 'hear 
and determine', commission to hear and 
judge indictments. xv. -A~. oyer (Britton) 
= OF. olr (mod. ouir) :- L. audire hear (see 
AUDIENCE). See -ER5• 

oyez, oyes ouje·s call to command atten
tion, as by a public crier or a court officer. 
XV (oyas, ayes, oyes). -AN., OF. oiez, oyez 
hear ye !, imper. pl. of oir (see prec.); identi
fied with 0 yes since xv, and often so written. 

oyster oi·st;}.l edible bivalve mollusc. XIV. 
ME. oistre- OF. oistre, uistre (mod. huftre) 
= Pr., Sp. astra, It. tostrea- L. ostrea 
(whence also OE. 6stre, (M)Du. oester, ON. 
astra; G. auster being from LG.), also 
ostreum from Gr. 6streon, rei. to osteon bone 
(cf. OSTEO-), ostrakon (cf. OSTRACIZE). 

oz symbol for OUNCE1• XVI. - It. uz, abbrev. 
of onza, pl. onze. 

ozokerit(e) ouzou·k<:~rit, -ait, ozocerit(e) 
o(u)z<J·s;~rit, -<J·k;uit, -ait; ouzosia·rait, 
-kin·rait aromatic waxlike fossil resin. XIX. 
- G. ozokerit (Glocker, 1833), f. Gr. 6zein 
smell +ker6s beeswax; see -ITE. 

ozone ouzou·n, ou·zoun (chem.) allotropic 
oxygen, 0 3• XIX. -G. ozon (C. F. Schi:in
bein, r84o)- Gr. 6zon,n. prp. of 6zein smell, 
rei. to odme ODOUR; thus F. ozone; so named 
from its peculiar smell. 

p 
pa, pabouch see PAPA, PAPOOSH. 

pabulum pae·bjul:lm food,nutriment. XVII. 
- L. pabulum (:- *padhlom), f. base *pli- of 
piiscere, pt. piivi feed, PASTURE. 

paca pae·ka large rodent of Central and S. 
America. XVII. - Sp., Pg. paca- Tupi paca 
(cf. Guarani paig). 

pace1 peis step ; rate of progression ; tstep 
of a stair, floor raised by a step (surviving in 
FOOTPACE, HALF-PACE); tmountain pass XIII. 
ME. pas, paas- (O)F. pas- L. passu-s step, 
pace, lit. 'stretch (of the leg)', f. pass-, pp. 
stem of pandere stretch, extend ( cf. EXPAND). 
Hence pace vb. walk with measured pace 
(along) XVI ; set the pace for XIX. 

pace• pei·si by leave of. XIX. L., abl. of 
pax PEACE, as in pace tuii by your leave. 

pace egg peis eg (north.) Easter egg. XVI. 
f. north. dial. pace, pase, paas (xv), var. of 
pask, PASCH Easter (cf. ass for ask ash, buss 
for busk bush) ; corrupted to paste-egg (XVII). 
Cf. LG. paaschey. 

pacha see PASHA. 

pachisi p;,tfi-si four-handed game played 
in India, of which Judo is a simplified 
form. XVIII. - Hindi pach(ch)isi, adj. f. 
pach(ch)i• twenty-five (the highest throw), 
f. pach five. 

pachy- pa!·ki comb. form of Gr. pakhus 
thick, as in pakhridermos thick-skinned 
(derma skin, DERMATo-), 9n which is based 
modL. pachydermata, whence pa·chyderm 
(after F. pachyderme, Cuvier 1797), pachy
de·rmatous XIX. 

pacific p;}si·fik making or tending to peace 
XVI ; peaceful xvn (P. Ocean, modL. iVIare 
Pacificum, so called by Magellan because he 
found it comparatively free from violent 
storms). - (O)F. pacifique or L. piicificus, f. 
piic-, piix PEACE; see -FIC. Hence paci·fic
ISM, -IST, usu. in shortened form pa·cifism, 
-ist pae·sifizm, -ist xx; after F. pacifisme, 
-iste. So paciFY pae·sifai calm, quiet. xv. 
- (O)F. pacifier or L. piicificare. pacificA-
TION. XV. -F.- L. 

pack1 paek bundle, bale xm; company, set 
of people XIV; set of playing-cards XVI; com
pany of animals kept or herding together 
XVII.- (M)Flem., (M)Du., (M)LG. pak 
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(whence ult. also (M)HG. pack, lcel.pakki, 
AL. paccus, paka, F. tpaque, It. pacco, 
Ir. paca); of unkn. origin. So pack vb. 
XIV. - (M)Du., (M)LG. pakken; cf. AN. 
paker, enpaker, AL.pakkare, impaccare, Ice!. 
pakka, etc. Hence pa·ckAGE. XVI; earlier 
tpakald (xv), of obscure formation; but 
AL. paccagium occurs XIII-XIV. 

pack2 pa;:k tmake a plot; tbring into a plot; 
make up (a jury, etc.) for a wrong purpose; 
shuffie (cards) fraudulently. XVI. prob. f. 
tpact vb. (f. PACT sb.) by apprehending the 
final -t as an inflexion; cf. tcompack, occas. 
var. of compact. 

packet pa;:·kit small pack or package XVI; 
short for p.-boat XVIII. f. PACK1 + -ET j perh. 
of AN. formation; F. pacquet is from Eng., 
and Sp.paquete, It.pacchetto from F. Hence 
packet-BOAT vessel plying between two 
ports, mail-boat. XVII ; orig. boat main
tained for the conveyance of 'the packet' of 
state papers ( cf. 'allowance as well for serv
ing the packets by Iande as for entertaining 
a bark to carie over and to returne the 
packet' 1598-9); hence F. paquebot, t-bouc 
(1634), tpaquet-bot (1718). I][ Earlier names 
were tpost-bark, tpost-boat (late XVI); cf. 
'pacquets postmaster' ( 1 628), 'postmasters 
frigate' (1637). 

paco pii·kou alpaca (the animal) xvn; 
brown oxide of iron (so called from its 
colour) XIX. - Sp. paco- Quechua pako (see 
ALPACA). 

pact pa;:kt covenant, agreement. xv. 
- (O)F. pacte, tpact- L. pactum, -us, sb. 
uses of pp. of pacisci make a covenant, f. 
reduced grade of *pak-, repr. by piix PEACE. 

pad1 pa;:d ttoad, (dial.) frog. XII. Late OE. 
or early ME. pad, prob.- ON. padda = 
OFris., MDu. padde (Du. pad(de), MLG. 
padde, pedde (peddenstol toadstool). Cf. 
PADDOCK1• 

pad2 pa;:d (orig. sl., now dial.) path, road 
XVI; road-horse, nag; highwayman, FOOT
PAD xvrr. - LG., Du. pad PATH. A word of 
vagabonds' cant, like others of the class 
introduced XVI. Hence, or - LG. padden, 
pad vb.1 tread, tramp. xvr. tpa·ddER1 foot
pad. XVII. 

pad 3 pa;:d t bundle of straw to lie on ; soft 
stuffed saddle XVI ; small cushion XVII ; hairy 
foot or paw XVIII; sheets of paper forming a 
block XIX. prob. of LDu. origin (cf. Flem. 
tpad, patte, LG. pad sole of the foot). Hence 
pad vb.2 stuff, fill out. XIX. 

pad4 pa;:d dull sound of steps on the ground. 
xvr. Mainly imit., but cf. PAD vb.1 

paddle1 pa;:·dl spud for cleaning a plough
share xv ; short oar for propelling a canoe, 
etc. ; one of a series of spokes, boards, or 
floats for propelling a vessel in the water 
XVII. Of unkn. origin; in the first sense 
north. dialects have a parallel pattie (XIX) ; 
the suffix is -LEI. Hence pa·ddle vb. XVII. 

PAGAN 

paddle2 pa;:·dl walk or move the feet about 
in mud or shallow water XVI; toddle xvm. 
pro b. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. paddeln tramp 
about, frequent. ofpaddenPAD vb.1 ; see -LE3

• 

paddock1 pre·dak frog, toad. xn (in place
name Padocdailes). f. PAD1 +-ocK. 

paddock2 pre·dak small enclosure of grass 
land. XVII. alt. of (dial.) parrock, OE. pear
roc, -uc PARK. I][ Cf. Le (south) par(r)ok 
(XIV), later Paddock Creek in Essex, Parrok 
(XIV), now Paddock Wood in Kent. 

paddy1 pre·di rice in the straw or in the 
husk. XVII (batte XVI, batty XVII). - Malay 
piidi, corr. to Javanese piiri, Canarese bhatta. 

paddy2 pre·di Irishman xvm; fit of temper 
XIX. Pet-form of lr. Padraig Patrick; see -Y 6 • 

paddymelon pa;:·dimelan small brush 
kangaroo. XIX. alt. of native name, the first 
el. of which may be identical with that of 
Sydney dialect patagorang kangaroo. 

pad(i)shah pii·difii, pii·dfii title applied to 
the Shah of Persia, Sultan of Turkey, Great 
Mogul, etc. XVII. - Pers. padshiih, in poetry 
padishah :- Pahlavi piitaxsti(h) :- OPers. 
*piitixsayaOiya, f. pati ( = Skr. pati) master, 
lord, ruler+sah king, SHAH. 

padlock pre·dlak portable lock to hang on 
the object fastened. xv. Of unlm. origin; 
the simple pad appears to be earlier (xm), 
perh. identical with PAD\ the lock being 
fancifully likened to a toad in shape; see 
LOCK1• 

padre pii·drei (title of a) minister of religion. 
xvr. - It., Sp., Pg. padre :- L. patre-m, 
pater FATHER. (j[ In India taken from Pg. ; 
hence in gen. service use for a chaplain. 

paduasoy pre·djuasoi silk fabric. XVII. 
Earliest form poudesoy- F. pou-de-soie, 
earlier pout de soie (x1v), of unkn. origin; 
altered to the present form by assoc. with 
earlier tPadua say (xvu), kind of serge (see 
SAY 2) from Padua in Italy. 

prean pi·an song of triumph or exultation. 
xvr. - L. pmtin - Gr. paidn hymn to 
Apollo invoked by the name Paidn, Doric 
var. of Ionic Paieon, Attic PaiiJn, orig. the 
Homeric name of the physician of the gods, 
afterwards Apollo, prop. the Striker, one 
who heals with magic blows, prp. of paiein 
strike. 

predo-, U.S. pedo- pi·dou comb. form of 
Gr. pafs, paid- boy, child ; as in predo
BA·PTISM infant baptism. XVII. - modL. 
Cf. PEDAGOGUE. 

preon pi":m (pros.) metrical foot of four 
syllables, one long and three short, named, 
ace. to the position of the long syllable, first, 
second, third, and fourth preon. XVII. - L. 
pmon- Gr. paiiJn. 

pagan pei•gan heathen. XIV. - L. pagdnus 
rustic, peasant, citizen, civilian; eccl. )(Chris
tian and Jewish, f. ptigus (rural) district, the 
country, orig. landmark fixed in the earth, 
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f. •pag- •pag-, as in pangere fix, parallel to 
'*pak- (see PACT); see -AN. The sense 
'heathen' (Tertullian) of pagtinus derived 
from that of 'civilian' (Tacitus), the Chris
tians calling themselves enrolled soldiers of 
Christ (members of his militant church) and 
regarding non-Christians as not of the army 
so enrolled. Represented earlier (xm-xvr) 
by tpaien, tpayen- OF. paien (mod. paten) 
= Pr. paian, pagan, Sp., It. pagano; cf. 
PAYNIM. Hence pa•gamsM. XV. 

page1 peid3 tboy, lad XIII; tyouth in 
training for knighthood; tmale person of 
low condition; boy (or man) employed as 
servant or attendant XIV, as in a great house
hold, or (XVIII) a foot-boy or errand-boy 
at a house, hotel, etc. - (O)F. page, perh. 
-It. paggio (cf. Sp. page, Pg. pagem) -Gr. 
paidion, dim. of paid-, pais boy (cf. PJEDO-). 

page• peid3 one side of a leaf of a book, etc. 
xv. - (O)F. page (reduction of pagene) - L. 
piigina vine-trellis, column of writing, page 
or leaf, f. *piig- fix (cf. piigus s.v. PAGAN). 
Earlier tpagine (AncrR.)- OF. pagine, 
-ene, or direct- L. Hence page vb. XVII. 
So pagii1ATE3 pre·d3ineit. XIX; back-forma
tion from pagiJlA•TJON. XIX. -F. 

pageant pre·d3ant, (now rare) pei·d3ant 
tscene acted on a stage XIV; tstage on which 
scenes were acted, esp. in the open-air per
formances of the miracle plays xv; ttableau 
or series of tableaux XVI ; brilliant spectacle 
XIX; since 1907, scenic exhibition of local 
history. Late ME. pagyn (in contemp. AL. 
pagina), of unkn. origin (the uncertainty is 
complicated by lack of evidence for the 
chronology of the senses). Cj[Vvith parasitic 
d, t, from XIV ( cf. ancient, peasant, tyrant). 
Hence pa·geantRY. XVII (Sh.). 

pagne preiJj cloth, esp. loin-cloth. XVII. 
- F. pagne - Sp. paiio (in Pg. panna, whence 
Du. paan) :- L. pannu-s cloth (see PA::-m). 

pagoda p;;>gou·d;;> idol temple; idol; coin of 
S. India (from the figure thereon). XVII. 
- Pg. pagode, with substitution of -a for -e; 
prob. to be referred ult. to Pers. butkada 
idol temple, f. but idol+kada habitation, 
altered by assoc. with Prakrit bhagodi divine, 
holy:- Skr. bhagavati' god-endowed', divine. 
Earlierpagod(e) latexvr; cf. F. pagode(xvu); 
pronounced pa·god and pago·d, as in Pope. 

pa(h) pii native fort in New Zealand. XIX. 
Maori pit, f. pit block up. Earlier thippa(h), 
with prefixed def. art. he. 

Pahlavi pii·lavi, Pehlevi pei·l;;>vi mode 
of writing Persian by substituting Semitic 
equivalents for Persian words. XIX. - Pers. 
Pahlavi, Pehlevi, f. Pahlav :- Parthava 
Parthia; the system of writing was de
veloped in Parthian times, when the great 
nobles, the Pahlaviins, ruled. 

pail peil vessel of cylindrical or truncated 
obconical shape made of staves hooped and 
fitted with a handle. OE. pregel (glossing 
medL. gillo GILL3 ) corr. to (M)Du. pegel 

PALACE 

gauge, scale, mark, LG. pegel half a pint, of 
unkn. origin. ME. forms with final e appear 
to be due to assoc. with OF. paielle, paelle 
(mod. poele) pan, bath, liquid measure :- L. 
patella pan; see PATELLA. 

paillasse see PALLIASSE. 

pain pein (arch.) punishment, penalty (now 
only in phr.); suffering; ttrouble, difficulty 
XIII; (pl.) trouble taken in doing something 
XVI (earlier sg. do one's p., etc.). ME. peine, 
paine- (O)F. peine = Pr., Sp., It. pena :- L. 
pcena penalty, pun.isJ:ment! (late~) pain1 g.rief 
-Gr. (Donan) pozna, (Atttc) pome exptatwn, 
ransom, punishment :- *qWoinii vengeance, 
price of expiation (cf. OS!. clna price, 
Av. kaenii- punishment, Skr. cdyate avenge, 
punish). See PINE 2 • Hence pai·nFuL1 hurt
ful; tlaborious. XIV. 

paint peint make (a picture) on a surface 
in colours XIII (first in peintunge, AncrR.); 
depict in words xv. prob. first in pp. (i)peint 
- (O)F.peint(e), pp. ofpeindre = Pr.penher, 
It. pingere :- L. pingere embroider, tattoo, 
paint, embellish, f. nasalized form of *pig
*peig- (cf. PICTURE, PIGMENT), repr. also by 
Skr. piizkte paints, piiijdras reddish, and 
parallel with *peik- *poik-, repr. by OE.fah, 
OHG.feh varicoloured, Goth.filufaihs, Gr. 
poikilos ( cf. PCECILo-), Lith. piesiu, piesti 
paint, write, Skr. pimt:dti adorns. Hence 
paint sb. pigment, colour. xvu. So pai·nt
ER1. XIV (R. Rolle). -OF. peintour, regimen 
case of peintre = Pr., Sp. pintor, It. pintore 
:- CRom. *pinctiirem, for L. pictiirem, pictor, 
f. pict-, pp. stem of pingere; see -ER 2, -OR1• 

painter• pei·nt;;>.I rope to secure an anchor, 
etc. xv. contemp. with tpaint vb. make fast 
with a rope, which is prob. a back-forma
tion; of unkn. origin, but cf. OF. pentoir, 
penteur strong rope (xv). 

pair pE:l.I set of two; set of parts forming a 
whole. XIII (e.g. string of beads XIV, flight of 
stairs XVI). - (O)F. paire = It. paia pl. 
(whence sg. paio) :- L. paria equal or like 
things, n. pl. of par, par- equal, whence OF. 
per (mod. pair) PEER. Formerly often unin
flected for the pl. with a numeral; cf. OF. 
cinquante paire, cent paire. Hence pair vb. 
xvu. Cj[ From L. are also MDu., OHG. par 
(G. paar). 

Pakistan pakistii·n (at first) Moslem 
autonomy; (now) Moslem republic in S. 
Asia. xx. Earlier Pakstan, f. initials of 
Punjab, Afghan Province, Kashmir, Sind, 
and Baluchistan. 

paktong pre·kt<>IJ Chinese nickel silver. 
XVIII. Cantonese var. of Chinese peh (white) 
t'ung (copper). 

pal pre! (sl.) comrade, chum. xvn. -Eng. 
Gypsv pal brother, mate = Turk. Gypsy 
pral, pial:- Skr. bhrdtar- BROTHER. 

palace pre·lis official residence of a king, 
pope, bishop XIII ; stately mansion XIV; 
building, often spacious and attractive, for 
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entertainment XIX. ME. paleis- OF. paleis, 
(also mod.) palais, corr. to Pr. palatz, Sp. 
palacio, It. palazzo- L. palritium orig. name 
of one of the seven hills of Rome (also called 
lvfons Palatinus PALATINE hill), (later) the 
house of Augustus there situated, the palace 
of the C~sars which finally covered the hill. 

paladin p~·lJdin one of the Twelve Peers 
of Charlemagne's court, of whom the Count 
Palatine ;vas the foremost; (hence) knightly 
champion or hero. XVI. -F. paladin- It. 
paladino - L. palatinu-s pert. to the palace, 
PALATINE. 

palreo-, U.S. paleo-, p~=liou, p~li;,·
comb. form of Gr. palai6s ancient, in many 
scientific terms often having correlatives in 
NEO- ; among the earliest are palreo·GRAPHY 
- F. paleographie - modL. palmographia 
(r7o8), pa:lreonto·LOGY XIX; arch~ol., 
geol. opp. to MESO-, NEO-, as pa:lreoli·thic, 
-zo·ic. 

palrestra p;,li·str;, wrestling-school. XVI. 
- L. palmstra - Gr. palafstrti, f. palaiein 
wrestle. Earlier in form tpalestre (xv, 
Lydg.)- (O)F. palestre. So palre·strAL1 

(XIV, Ch.). 

palafitte p~·l;:Jfit lake dweliing. XIX. -F. 
palafitte- It. palafitta fence of piles, f. palo 
PALE1 +fitto fixed, pp. offiggere FIX. 

palampore p~·bmp;:>;:J.r chintz bed-cover. 
XVII. prob. f. Palanpur, name of a town in 
Guzerat, India, perh. with contamination 
from Hind., Pers. palangposh bed-cover. 

palankeen, palanquin p~lanki·n covered 
litter used in India and elsewhere. XVI. 
- Pg. palanquim (whence also F., Sp. palan
quin, It.palanchino)- an Eindian word repr. 
by Pali piilankz, Hindi prilki (whence pa·Ikee 
xvu) :- Skr. palyanka, paryanka bed, couch, 
f. pari round about, PERI-. 111 The final 
nasal seems to have been a Pg. addition, as 
in mandarim MANDARIN; forms without it, 
palanke(e), were in use xvn-xvnr. 

palate p~·l:Jt roof of the mouth. XIV (palet). 
- L. paliitmn (used also, by Ennius, for the 
vault of heaven). (O)F. palais was also 
adopted as palace, pal(a)ys XV-XVI, a form 
due to assoc. with L. paltitium PALACE on 
account of the roof-like form of the palate 
(cf. OF. palais voutis vaulted palate). Hence 
pa·late vb. taste, relish. xvn (Sh.); pa·lat
ABLE agreeable to the palate. xvn ; pa ·JatAr} 
pert. to the palate. XIX. - F. palatal; earlier 
tpala·trAL XVIII, and tpalatic, palatiNE 
(cf. F. palatin) xvn. The comb. form c.f 
palate is pa·Iato- XVIII. 

palatine p~·lgtain (of a count or county) 
possessing royal privileges xv; sb. lord 
having sovereign power over a province or 
dependency of an empire or realm xvr. - F. 
palatin(e)- L. pa/atinus belonging to the 
paltitium PALACE, sb. officer of the Roman 
imperial palace, chamberlain; hence applied 
in the Middle Ages to great feudatories 
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exercising royal privileges, such as the rulers 
of Hungary, the pfalzgraf of the Rhine, the 
Bishop of Durham, etc. Hence palatinATE1 

p;,l~·tin;:Jt territory of a count palatine, 
county palatine. XVI; cf. F. palatinat. Also 
palatines b. furtippetworn by women. XVII. 
- F. palatine, so named after the Princess 
Palatine, wife of the Duke of Orleans, 
brother of Louis XIV. 

palaver p;Jlii·v;:Jr parley, conference; pro
fuse or idle talk. XVIII (hence as vb.). - Pg. 
palavra = Sp. palabra, Pr. paraula, It. 
parola, F. parole (cf. PAROLE) :- L. parabola 
PARABLE. (jJ Palavra appears to have been 
used by Pg. traders on the coast of Africa 
for a pa:rley with the natives, to have been 
picked up there by English sailors, and to 
have passed from nautical slang into ordinary 
colloq. use. Cf. fetish. 

pale1 peil pointed stake used in forming a 
fence ; fence of these ; limit, boundary XIV ; 
(her.) ordinary consisting of a vertical band 
xv ; territory within determined bounds XVI. 
- (O)F. pal, var. of pel (mod. pieu) = Pr. 
pal, Sp., It. palo, Rum. par :- L. ptilu-s 
stake (dim. paxillus) :- *pakslos (cf. Gr. 
pdssalos peg :- *pakjalos), f. *pag-, base of 
pang ere fix (see PACT, COMPACT). See PEEL\3

• 

So pale vb. enclose with pales. XIV. - (O)F. 
paler, f. pal; surviving in pa·lrNG1 xv; cf. 
PALISADE. 

pale 2 peil of whitish or ashen colour xm 
(Cursor M.); faint, dim xrv. -OF. pale, 
palle (mod. pale)- L. pallidu-s, whence also 
Pr. pale, Sp. pdlido, It. pallido PALLID. So 
vb. XIV. -OF. palir (mod. piilir), f. pale. 

paletot p~·lltou loose outer garment. XIX. 
-F. paletot, formerly tpal(e)toc, in ME. 
tpaltok (xrv); of unkn. origin. 111 Also in 
Sp. paletoque, in Breton paltok. 

palette p~·lit artist's tablet to lay and mix 
his colours on. XVII. -F. palette, perh. 
- It. paletta (which has not, however, the 
artist's sense), dim. of pala shovel, blade, 
plate :- L. pii[a; see PALLET 2, PEEL 3, -ETTE. 

palfrey p5·lfri, pre·lfri saddle-horse. XII. 
-OF. palefrei (mod. palefroi) :- medL. 
palefredu-s, for paraveredu-s (v), f. Gr. pard 
beside, extra (see PAR.'I.-1) + late L. veredus 
light horse, courier's horse (cf. late Gr. 
pdrippos led horse); veredus is of Gaulish 
origin and is a comp. of Celtic *reda(whenee 
L. rmda chariot), rei. to RIDE; cf. W.gorwydd 
horse:- *upo!reidos. 111 Paraveredus is repr. 
also in modified forms by Pr. palafre, Sp. 
palafren, Pg. palafrem, It. palafreno; it 
passed into Germ. and became the ordinary 
word for a horse, viz. MLG. pered (LG. 
perd), MDu. pert, paert (Du. paard), OHG. 
pfarijrid, pje1jrit (G. pferd). 

Pali pii'li the language used in the canonical 
books, etc., of the Buddhists. XVIII. Short 
for ptilibhtisti, f. ptili line, canon + bhdsii 
language. 
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palikar pre·lik:U member of the band of a 
Greek or Albanian military chief. XIX 
(Byron). -mod Gr. palikdri, pallekdri, dim. 
of Gr. pdllax, pdllex youth (see FOAL). 

palimpsest pre·limpsest tmaterial pre
pared for writing on and wiping out XVII ; 
parchment, etc., in which the original writ
ing has been erased to make place for a 
second XIX. - L. palimpsestus- Gr. palim
psestos (as sb. -on, sc. biblion book), f. pdlin 
again (cf. POLE2 , WHEEL)+psestos, pp. forma
tion on psen rub smooth. Cf. F. palimpseste 
(xvr). 

palindrome pre·lindroum word or set of 
words that reads the same backwards as 
forwards. XVII. -Gr. palindromos running 
back again, f. pdlin again (see prec.)+drom-, 
dramefn run (cf. Skr. drdmati). 

palingenesia pre:lind3Ini'si;J regeneration. 
XVII. medL. - Gr. paliggenesiii, f. pdlin 
(see prec.) + genesis GENESIS. Also palin
ge·nesy. XVII. -F. See -IA\ -Y 3 • 

palinode pre·linoud song in which a poet 
retracts something said before, recantation. 
XVI. - F. tpalinode or late L. palinOdia- Gr. 
palinoidiii, f. pdlin (see prec.)+aid£ song 
(ODE). 

pall1 p5l A. (arch.) cloth, a cloth, esp. (a) 
rich cloth OE. ; cloth spread on a coffin or 
hearse xv; B. (arch.) robe, mantle OE.; 
papal pallium xv; C. 'mantle' of cloud, mist, 
smoke xv. OE. prell- L. pallium Greek 
mantle, philosopher's cloak, later in various 
eccl. uses; see PALLIUM. 

palP p51 tbecome dim orfaintxrv (Gower); 
become vapid or stale xv (Lydg.); (fig.) be
come insipid XVIII; tin various trans. uses 
XIV (Gower). Aphetic of tappall, APPAL. 

Palladian p::olei·di::on pert. to the school of 
the It. architect Antonio Palladia (rsr8-8o), 
who imitated ancient Roman architecture. 
XVIII (Pope, Gibbon). See -IAN. 

palladium1 p;Jlei·di;Jm image of Pallas in 
the citadel of Troy, on which the safety of 
the city depended xrv (Ch.); safeguard, pro
tection xvr. - L. palladium- Gr. pallddion, 
f. Pallad-, Pallds epithet of the goddess 
Athene. 

palladium• p;Jlei·di;Jm metal of the plati
num group. XIX. - modL. ; so named by its 
discoverer Wollaston from the newly dis
covered asteroid Pallas; see prec. and -IU:-.1. 

pallet1 pre·lit (straw) mattress. xrv (Ch.). 
Late ME. pail(l)et- AN. paillete straw ( cf. 
F. dial. paillet bundle of straw), f. paille 
straw :- L. palea chaff, straw, which has 
Balto-Sl. cogns. 'dJ For the phonology cf. 
MALLET. 

pallet• pre·lit flat-bladed wooden instru
ment XVI; flat board; projection which 
engages with the tooth of a wheel XVIII. 
- (O)F. palette, dim. of pale spade, blade 
(with WF. vocalism, the regular repr. being 
pelle) :- L. piila spade, shovel :- *pakslii, 
rei. to piilus stake ; see PALE', PEEL 3, PALETTE. 

PALM 

palliasse, paillasse pre·lires straw mattress. 
XVIII (both forms). -F. paillasse- It. pa
gliaccio :-Rom. *paleiiceum, f. L. palea (see 
PALLET1); adopted earlier in naturalized 
form in Sc. pales, paillyes, pavilyeas (xvr). 

palliate pre·lieit tcloak, conceal; alleviate 
(disease, etc.) XVI; disguise the enormity or 
offensiveness of; tmitigate XVII. f. pp. stem 
of late L. palliiit·e (palliiitus cloaked, fig. pro
tected, is earlier), f. PALLIUM; see -ATE 3• Cf. 
(O)F. pallier. So palliA"TION. XVI. - (O)F. 
- medL. pa·lliATIVE. XVI. - (O)F. 

pallid pre· lid wan, pale through death, sick
ness, etc. XVII. - L. pallidus, rei. to pallere 
be pale; see FALLow• and -m1 • So pa·lloR2• 

XVII. - L. 

pallium pre·li;Jm large cloak XVI; woollen 
vestment wom by the pope and conferred 
by him on archbishops XVII; (zoo!.) mantle 
of a mollusc, etc. XIX. - L. pallium, rei. to 
palla long wide outer garment of Roman 
ladies, prob. of Gr. origin, but nothing ap
propriate is known. 'dJ The eccl. vestment, 
consisting now of a circular band resting on 
the shoulders with a pendant back and front, 
is supposed to have developed from a mantle 
which came to be folded into a band. 

pall-mall prelmre·l, pelme·l tmallet used 
in the game (also so called) in which a ball 
was driven through an iron ring XVI; talley 
in which this was played, (hence) name of 
an alley in London XVII, now Pall Mall. 
- F. tpal(le) mail(le) - It. pallamaglio, f. 
palla ball (collateral var. of baiZa BALL 1 ) + 
maglio mallet; see MALL, MALLET. 

palm1 piim tree of the (chiefly tropical) 
family Palmre or Palmacere ; leaf or 'branch' 
of a palm tree OE. ; branch or sprig of a tree 
substituted for the palm in Palm Sunday 
processions XIV. OE. palm, palma, palme = 
OS., OHG. palma (Du. palm, G. palme), 
ON. pdlmr; CGerm. (exc. Gothic)- L. 
palma PALM2 (the palm-leaf was likened to 
the hand with the fingers extended). In 
ME. thf: descendant of the OE. words coin
cided with the repr. of AN. (modF.) palme, 
OF. paume. Palm Sunday Sunday next 
before Easter, on which processions are held 
in which palms are carried. OE. palm
sunnandreg, tr. ecclL. Dominica Palmarum. 
Hence palmY1 pii·mi abounding in palms 
XVII (Milton) j flourishing XVII (Sh.). 

palm 2 piim part of the hand between the 
fingers and the wrist; flat part of a deer's 
horn XIV ; measure of length xv. ME. paume 
- (O)F. paume = Pr. pauma, Sp., It. palma 
:- L. palma palm of the hand, part of the 
trunk of a tree from which branches spring, 
palm-leaf, palm-tree (see prec.), rei. ob
scurely to Gr. paldme palm of the hand, Ir. 
ldm hand, OE. folm, OS. jolmos pl., OHG. 
folma (cf. FEEL). ME. paume, through 
paulme (also OF.), was finally assim. to the 
L. Hence palm vb. xvu. 



PALMA CHRISTI 

palma Christi pre·lm;:~ kristai castor-oil 
plant. XVI. modL., 'palm of Christ'; 80 

named from the hand-shaped leaves; see 
PALM2, CHRIST. 

palmary pre·lm;:~ri of the highest order. 
xvn. - L. palmarius that carries off the palm 
of victory, f. palma PALM1 ; see -ARY. 

palmate pre·lmeit shaped like an opE:n 
hand. XVIII. - L. palmiitus, f. palma PALM'; 
see -ATE 2

• 

palmer pii·m;:~.I pilgrim from the Holy 
Land, carrying a palm-branch as a sign 
XIII; destructive hairy caterpillar, orig. ap
plied to those that migrate or move about in 
swarms (more fully p. worm Joel i 4, Geneva 
Bible IS60, tr. Heb.giizdm pro b. locust) XVI. 
-AN. palmer, -our, OF. palmier = Sp. 
palmero, etc. :- medL. palmiirius (xn), f. 
palma PALM1 ; see -ER. 

palmette pre·lmet ornament with divisions 
resembling a palm-leaf. XIX. -F. palmette, 
dim. of palme PALM1 ; see -ETTE. 

palmetto prelme·tou small species of palm. 
XVI (palmi to). - Sp. palmi to dwarf fan-palm, 
dim. of palma PALM1 ; later assim. to It. 
dims. in -etto. 

palmiped pre·lmiped having palmate feet. 
XVII. - L. palmiped-, -pes, f. palma PALM"+ 
pes FOOT. 

palmistry pii·mistri divination by inspect
ing the palm of the hand. xv (pmvmestry, 
Lydg.). f. PALM 2 --j--estry, of obscure form~
tion, alt. to -istry XVI perh. after sophistry. 
Hence by back-formation pa·lmister. xv, 
pa·lmiST. XIX; cf. sophister, sophist. 

palmitic prelmi·tik (chem.) acid containE'd 
in palm-oil. xrx. -F., arbitrarily f. palme 
PALM1 ; see -rc. Hence pa·lmitATE1 • 

palmyra prelmai:~·r;:~ palm, Borassus flabeHi
formis. XVII. Formerly palmero, palmei:ra 
- Pg. palmeira, Sp. palmera, It. palmero, f. 
palma PALM1 (with suffix proper to tree
names); the present sp. suggests assim. to 
Palmyra, name of a city in Syria. 

palpable pre·lp;Jbl tangible, sensible XIV 
(Ch.); plainly observable xv (Lydg.); evi
dent, manifest XVII. -late L. palpiibilis, f. 
palpiire touch soothingly, prob. ult. rei. to 
FEEL; see -ABLE. So palpA-TION handling. 
xv (Caxton). -F. or L. 

palpebral pre•lpibr;:~l pert. to the eyelids. 
XIX. -late L. palpebrtilis, f. palpebra eyelid, 
rei. to pal pare; see prec. and -AL 1. 

palpitate pre·lpiteit beat rapidly and 
strongly. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. palpitdre, 
frequent. of palpdre; see PALPABLE, -ATH 3• 

So palpitA·TION. XVII. - L. Cf. F.palpiter, 
palpitation (xvr). 

palsgrave p5·lzgreiv count palatine. xvr. 
- early Du. paltsgrave (mod. paltsgraaj), f. 
palts palatinate (see PALACE)+tgrave, graaf 
count, GRAVE6• 

PAMPHLET 

palstave p5·lsteiv form of celt fitting 
into a split handle. XIX. - Da. paalstav :
ON. pdlstafr, pdll hoe, spade (- L. ptilus 
PALE1)+stafr STAVE. 

palsy p5·lzi paralysis. XIII. ME. palesi, 
parlesi- (O)F. paralisie (AN. parlesie, 
Cursor M.) - Rom. *paralisia (cf. Sp. per
lesia, It. paralisia), for L. paralysis - Gr. 
pardlusis PAHALYSIS. Hence pa·lsiED1 adj. 
XVI. 

palter p5·lt;:~.I tmumble, babble; tjumble 
XVI ; shuffie in statement or dealing xvn 
(Sh.). Of the form of a frequent. or iterative 
in -ER\ but the base is unkn. ; perh. ult. rel. 
to next. Cf. tpelt haggle, tpelter peddling 
person XVI. 

paltry p5·ltri trashy, worthless. xvr. adj. 
use (cf. trumpery) of (dial.) paltry sb. (xvr) 
rubbish, trash; cf. MLG. palter- in palter
tappen rags, LG. paltrig ragged, torn, and 
prec. Parallel synon. formations are dial. 
pelt (XVI), tpelting adj. (xvi, canting term), 
peltry XVI (esp. Sc.); perh. of LG. origin. 

paludal pre·ljud;:~l, preljtl'd;:~l pert. to 
marshes. XIX. f. L. palad-, palas marsh ( cf. 
synon. Skr. palvalam), perh. f. base meaning 
'wash, pour'. So palustrAL p~l.'\.·str;:~l. 
XVII. f. L. palustris, f. paliis. See -AL1, 

paludament prelju·d~ment military or 
royal cloak. XVII. - L. paluddmentum, 
which, withpaludiitus cloaked, is an ancient 
ritual term, f. Paluda epithet of Minerva; 
see -MENT. 

paly pei-li (her.) divided by vertical lines 
(palewise). XV. - (O)F. pale, f. pal PALE1 ; 

see -Y5• 

pam p~m knave of clubs, as at loo; card 
game in which this was the highest trump. 
XVII. abbrev. - F. pamphile, which is more 
nearly repr. by Sc. pamphie, pawmie; pre
sumably ult. based on L. proper name 
Pamphilus, Gr. Pdmphilos. 

pampa pre·mp;:~, usu. pl. pa·mpas vast 
treeless plain in S. America. XVIII. - Sp. 
pampa- Quechua pampa plain. 

pamper pre·mp:l.I tcram with food, feed 
luxuriously XIV; over-indulge xvr. In ME. 
also in pp. forpampred (Ch.); frequent. (see 
-ER4) of synon. tpamp (xrv), dial. pomp; 
prob. of Low Du. origin; cf. G. dia!.pampen, 
pampfen cram, gorge, WF!em. pamperen, 
perh. f. nasalized var. of the base ofPAP 2 • 

pamphlet pre·mflit small treatise of smaller 
compass than a 'book' XIV (T. Usk); short 
treatise or booklet on a matter of current or 
temporary interest XVI. Late ME. pamfiet, 
paunfiet, in AL. pmifletus (Richard de Bury, 
1344); generalized use of Pamphilet, Panfiet 
(in OF. and YIDu. respectively, xm), verna
cular name of the L. amatory poem 'Pam phi
Ius seu de Amore' (xu); for the termination 
cf. Catonet the Distichs of Cato, Esopet 
the Fables of JEsop. (jj Adopted from Eng. 
in F. XVIII, whence in G. Hence pam
phletEER1. xvn, earlier tpamphleter. xvr. 

[644] 



PAN 

pan pren A. broad shallow vessel OE.; 
tskull (brain pan) XIV; B. depression in the 
ground XVI; C. hard substratum of the soil 
XVIII. OE. panne = OFris., OS. panna, 
(M)LG., MDu. panne (Du. pan), OHG. 
phanna, pfanna (G. pfanne) :- CWGerm. 
•panna (Scand. forms are prob. from LG.). 
Initial p and HG. pf suggest adoption from 
a foreign source at an early date, and deriv. 
from L. patina (see PATEN) has been pro
posed. (Lith. and Slav. forms are from 
Germ.) Hence pan vb. wash (gravel, etc.) 
in a pan, separate the gold; (usu. with out) 
yield gold when so washed; also fig. XIX 
(c.ISso). Sopa·ncAKEXV, prob. afterMLG. 
pannek6ke (Du. pannekoek) = OHG. pjan
kuocho (G. pfannkuchen, whence Magyar 
pance, Rum. pancovii); F. pannequet is from 
Eng. 

pan- pren comb. form of Gr. pas, n. pan all 
(cf. PANTO-), which was used freely in Gr. 
with adjs. in the sense 'wholly, completely, 
of all, by all', and less freq. with sbs. mean
ing 'all', 'complete' (cf. PANACEA, PANCREAS, 
PANDECT, PANOPLY, etc.); extensively used 
in later XIX to express the notion of uni
versality in political or religious activities, 
as Pan-African, Pan-Anglican (modL. Pan
Anglicus xvn), Pan-Britannic (xviii), pan
denominational, Panslavism; also in other 
miscellaneous camps. of a more or less 
techn. character. 

panacea prenashJ universal remedy. XVI. 
- L. panacea- Gr. pandkeia, f. panakis all
healing, f. pan- (see prec.) + base of dkos 
remedy; see -A1 • 

panache p;ma-J plume of feathers XVI; 
swagger xx. - F. panache - It. pennac
chio :- late L. pinniiculum, dim. of pinna 
feather (cf. PINNACLE). 

panada p;ma·da dish of pulped bread with 
flavouring. XVI. - Sp.panada = Pr.panada, 
It. panata, repr. Rom. •pantitti, f. ptinis 
bread (cf. PANTRY) j see -ADE. 

panama prenama · name of a town and state 
in Central America and of the isthmus join
ing N. and S. America, misapplied to a hat 
which originated in Jijipapa, Ecuador (hence 
named jijipapa in Latin America). XIX. 

pancratium, -ion prenkrei·Jlam, -an ath
letic contest combining wrestling and boxing. 
XVII (Holland). L. - Gr. pankrdtion, f. pan
PAN-+krdtos strength, mastery. 

pancreas pre·IJkrires gland discharging 
a digestive secretion, sweetbread. XVI. 
- modL. pancreas - Gr. pdgkreas, f. pan
PAN- + kreas flesh (see RAW). So pan
crea·tiC. xvrr. - modL. 

panda pre·nda racoon-like animal of the 
Himalayas. XIX. -Nepali name. 

Pandean, -rean prendi·an pert. to Pan or 
the pipes reputedly invented by him. XIX. 
irreg. f. Pan, Gr. rural deity+ -EAN. 

PANEGYRIC 

pandect pre·ndekt compendium of Roman 
law made by order of the emperor Justinian ; 
complete treatise or digest. XVI. -F. pan
decte or L. pandecta, -tes- Gr. pandektes 
(pl. pandektai as a title), f. pan- PAN-+ 
dekhesthai receive (cf. DECENT). 

pandemic prende·mik (of a disease) preva
lent over the whole of an area. xvn. f. Gr. 
pdndemos, f. pan- PAN-+demos people (cf. 
DEMOCRACY) j see -IC. 

pandemonium prendimou·niam abode of 
all devils XVII ('Pandannonium, the high 
Capital Of Satan and his Peers' Milton 
'P.L.' I 756); haunt of great wickedness, 
(later) place or gathering of lawless violence 
XVIII. modL., f. Gr. pan- PAN-+daim6n 
DEMON; see -ruM. t]J Hence F. pande
monium (-ion, Voltaire), It., Sp.pandemonio. 

pander pre·nda.r go-between in clandestine 
amours XVI (Lyndesay); one who ministers 
to base passions or designs XVII. Earliest 
form pandar; appellative use of Pandare 
-It. Pandaro (- L. Pandarus, Gr. Pdndaros), 
name used by Boccaccio and thereafter by 
Chaucer for the man who procured for 
Troilus the love of Criseyde (Griseida). 
The sp. pander is due to assoc. with -ER1• 

Hence vb. play the p. to. XVII (Sh., Dekker). 

pandiculation pre:ndikjulei· Jan stretching 
accompanying yawning. XVII. f. L. pandi
cultit-, -tiri', f. •pandiculus, pandus (with dim. 
el.) wide apart or open, rei. to pandere 
stretch j see PASS, PACE\ -ATION. 

pandora prendaa·r;:~, pandore prenda;:~·.r 
stringed musical instrument of the either 
type. XVI (Morley, Drayton). Also tpandola, 
tpandure;- It. tpandora, -iera, pandura, 
(whence F. pandore)-late L. pandura-Gr. 
pandoura, -dourti three-stringed lute, prob. 
of Oriental origin. Cf. BANDORE, MANDOLINE. 

pandour pre·ndu;:>.l (pl.) local force organ
ized in I74I by Franz Freiherr von der 
Trenck in Croatia to clear the country of rob
bers; their rapacity made the word synon. 
with 'brutal Croatian soldier'. xvrrr. -F. 
pandour, G. pandur- Serbo-Croatian pan
dur constable, bailiff, summoner, mounted 
policeman, guardian of the public peace, of 
fields, etc. (whence Magyar, Rum. pandur, 
Turk. pandul), prob. - medL. banderius 
guard of cornfields and vineyards, apparitor 
(cf. BANNER). 

pane pein A. tpiece of cloth XIII (Cursor 
M.); B. section or side (now only in some 
techn. uses) XIV; C. division of a window 
xv; panel XVI. ME. pan, later pane- (O)F. 
pan = Pr. pan, Sp. paiio, It. panno :- L. 
pannus cloth, piece of cloth. Sense A sur
vives in COUNTERPANE. 

panegyric prenid3i·rik laudatory discourse. 
xvn (S. Daniel)- F. panegyrique- L. pane
gyricus public eulogy, sb. use of adj.- Gr. 
panegurik6s pert. to public assembly, f. 
paniguris general assembly, f. pan- PAN-+ 



PANEL 

-eguris = agord assembly (cf. CATEGORY). 
So panegy·riCAL adj. XVI (Harvey, Nashe). 
panegy·riST. XVII (Camden); so F. pa·ne
gyriZE. XVII. -Gr. panegurizein. pane
gyrY3. XVI. 

panel pa!·n(:J)I piece of cloth placed under 
the saddle XIII (Cursor M.); saddle consist
ing of a rough pad XVI ; piece of parchment 
(attached to a writ) on which names of 
jurors were written, (hence) list of jurymen, 
jury ( cf. EMPANEL) XIV; section of a fence 
xv; compartment of a door, etc. XVI; thin 
board used for a painting XVIII; large size 
of photograph XIX. -OF. panel piece of 
cloth, saddle cushion, piece (mod. panneau) 
= It. pannello :- Rom. *pannellu-s, dim. of 
pannus PANE; see -EL2 • 

pang pa!IJ brief keen spasm of pain. XVI. 
In earliest use pange(s) of deth, panges of 
child bed; unexpl. var. of earlier "tpronge 
(xv, prongys of deth, tvonzmanys pronge), 
"tprange; but cf. the OE. variants pmtig, 
prmttig PRETTY, spree, spriec SPEECH. The 
forms in pr- corr. to MLG. prange pinching, 
early Du. prang(h)e oppression, constraint, 
shackle, Du., LG. prangen pinch, Goth. 
anapraggan oppress, ME. prangled pressed 
tightly, Sc. prang (varying with pang) pack 
tight, cram. 

pangolin pa:IJgou·lin scaly ant-eater. XVIII 
(Goldsmith, after Buffon). -Malay peng
gtiling roller, f.peng- (denominative element) 
+ goling roll, with ref. to its habit of rolling 
itself up (cf. 'Javanensibus et aliis populis 
orientalibus Panggoeling, qua! vox Convolu
torem notat', Seba, I734). 

panic1 p1e·nik millet. xv. - L. panicum 
(whence F. panic, It. panico, Rum. piirinc; 
also OE. panic, OHG. pfenih, G. fenich, 
fench, etc.), rei. to panus thread wound on 
a bobbin, swelling, ear of millet- Gr. penos 
web (penion bobbin). 

panic• p1e·nik adj. in p. fear, etc. Such as 
was attributed to the god Pan, a Gr. rural 
deity, identified by the Romans with Faun us 
XVII ; sb. "tcontagious emotion so ascribed 
XVII; sudden and extreme alarm XVIII. -F. 
panique, carr. to Sp., It. panico, G. panisch 
- modL. panicus (in p. terror tr. 7TaV<Kov 
OeifLa, rrlpaxos 1Tal't«6s, 00pv{3os d KaAoUp.evos 
7TavtKos:)- Gr. panik6s (also n. -on as sb.), f. 
Ptm name of a deity part man part goat, 
whose appearance or unseen presence caused 
terror and to whom woodland noises were 
attributed; see -IC. Hence pa·nickY1• XIX. 

panicle p1e·nikl compound (racemose) in
florescence. xvi. - L. panicula, dim. of 
panus; see PANIC\ -CLE. 

panification pa!:nifikejof:Jn conversion into 
bread. XVIII. - F. panification, f. panifier 
make into bread, f. panis bread(cf. PASTURE); 
see -FICATION. 

panjandrum p1end31e·ndr:Jm nonsense 
word, similating comps. of PAN-, occurring 

PANTALEON 

in the farrago of nonsense composed by 
Samuel Foote in I755 to test the memory 
of the retired actor Macklin (see 'Quarterly 
Review' I854, xcv sr6); hence used as a 
mock title (orig. 'the Grand Panjandrum') 
for a pretended great personage. 

pannage pa:·nid3 mast on which swine 
feed XIV (pawnage, Ch.); (right of) feeding 
swine in a forest xv. - OF. pannage, paan-, 
pasn- (mod.panage) :- medL.pastionaticum, 
f. pastio(n-) feeding, pasturing, f. past-, pp. 
stem of pascere; see PASTURE, -AGE. 

pannier pre·ni:J.r basket, esp. a large one (as 
carried by a beast of burden, etc.). XIII 
(Havelok). - (O)F. panier, "tpannier = Pr. 
panier, Sp. panero :- L. panarium bread
basket, f. p1inis bread, prob. rei. to pascere 
PASTlJRE. 

pannikin p1e·nikin small metal drinking
mug. XIX. f. PAN, after CANNIKIN. 

panoply pre·n;,pli complete suit of armour. 
XVII (used earlier in Gr. or latinized form). 
- F. or modL. - Gr. panoplia full armour of 
a HOPLITE, f. pan- PAN-+hop[a arms. 

panopticon p1en;,·ptik.:m Bentham's name 
for a circular prison in which warders could 
at all times observe their prisoners XVIII; 
show-room XIX. f. Gr. pan- PAN-+optik6n, 
n. of optik6s OPTIC (cf. pdnoptos fully visible). 
t1f Earlier ( 1768) applied to an optical instru
ment. 

panorama pa!n;}ra·m" picture of a scene 
unfolded so as to show the parts in succes
sion XVIII; (fig.) continuous passing scene 
XIX. Invented by Robert Barker c.r789 
(who in his patent of 1787 called it 'La 
nature a coup d'reil', i.e. 'nature at a glance'), 
f. Gr. pan- PAN-+hordnza view, f. horan. 

pansy p1e·nzi common name of Viola tri
color. xv (pensee, later pensy, paunsie). 
- (O)F. pensee thought, fancifully applied to 
the plant, f. penser think = Pr. pesar, Sp. 
pensar, It. pensare- L. pensare weigh, pon
der, consider, in Rom. think (cf. POISE). 

pant prent breathe quickly and hard. xv. 
-AN. *panter, based on OF. pantaisier be 
agitated, gasp, pant = Pr. pantaisar, Cat. 
panteixar, Pg. pantegar jeer, banter :-Rom. 
'*pantasiare, for *phantasilire be oppressed 
as with nightmare, gasp with oppression 
- Gr. phantasioz1n cause to imagine, make 
game of, f. phantasia PHANTASY. Hence 
pant sb. XVI. (j[ The syll. pant- was taken 
as a base for the formation of other F. words, 
as panteler pant, pantoier gasp, whence 
pantoiement asthma in hawks; perh. first 
from the sb. and adj. pantois, "tpantais 
(whence Eng. tpantais), in which the second 
syll. was apprehended as a suffix. 

pantaleon penta:·li"n large dulcimer named 
after the inventor (1705) Pantaleon Heben
streit. XVIII. 



PANTALET(TE)S 

pantalet(te)s prent;:,le·ts (chiefly U.S.) 
loose drawers, etc. XIX. f. next+-ETTE. 

pantaloon prent;:,lu·n Venetian character in 
Italian comedy represented as a lean and 
foolish old man xvr; 't(pl.) breeches or 
trousers in fashion after the Restoration XVII 
(Evelyn, Butler); tight-fitting trousers which 
superseded knee-breeches XVIII; trousers 
in general (esp. U.S.) xrx. -F.pantalon (xvr) 
-It. pantalone 'a covetous yet amorous old 
dotard, properly applied in Comedies to a 
Venetian' (Torriano), alleged to be appella
tive use of the name of san Pantal(e)one 
patron saint of Venice. Cf. COLUMBINE. 

pantechnicon prente·knikon name of a 
bazaar of miscellaneous artistic work, in
tended to be held in a building in Motcomb 
Street, Belgrave Square, London, which 
became a large warehouse for furniture ; 
(hence, short for p. van) a furniture-re
moving van. XIX. f. Gr. pan- PAN-+ 
tekhnikon, n. of technik6s TECHNICAL. 

pantheist pre·npiist adherent of the doc
trine that God and the universe are identical. 
XVIII (r7o5). First used by John Toland 
(r670-1722), author of 'Christianity not 
Mysterious', r696; f. Gr. pan all + theos 
god; see PAN-, THEIST. Hence pa·ntheiSM. 
XVIII. tJ[ F. pantlu!isme, -iste (1712) are 
from Eng. 

pantheon pre·npi;m, prenpi·;:,n sacred build
ing in ancient Rome dedicated to all the 
gods XIV; habitation of all the gods, deities 
collectivelyxvr; applied to modern buildings 
resembling the Pantheon in Rome XVIII. 
ME. panteon - medL. panteon; adopted 
afresh XVI - L. pantheon - Gr. pdntheion, f. 
pan- PAN-+thefos divine, theos god (see 
THEISM). 

panther pre·nj:>aJ leopard (but in early use 
with vague reference) XIII; puma, cougar, 
jaguar XVIII. ME. panter(e)- OF. pantere 
(mod. panthere)- L. panthera- Gr.pdnther, 
which was applied to various spotted Felidre 
(an Oriental origin has been suspected and 
Skr. pw;tjar"ikas tiger has been compared). 
tJ1 The analysis of the Gr. word as pan- all+ 
thiir beast gave rise to many fancies and 
fables. 

pantile pre·ntail (prop.) roofing tile curved 
to an ogee shape ~. XVII. f. PANt-TILE, 
prob. after Du. dakpan 'roof-pan' (cf. G. 
dachpfanne, pfannenziegel 'pantile'). 

panto- pre·ntou, -to before a vowel pant-, 
repr. Gr. pant(o)-, comb. form of pas, pan, 
g. pant6s all (see PAN-). 

pantograph pre·ntograf instrument for 
the mechanical copying of a design. XVIII. 
-F. pantographe (Bion 1723, who has the 
erron. form pento-), f. Gr. panto-+ -grdphos 
(see prec. and -GRAPH); cf. 'Pantographice, 
seu Ars Delineandi res quaslibet per paral
lelogrammum' by C. Scheiner, 1631. 
tJ[ Various incorrect forms have been used, 
viz. pento-, -e-, panta-, panti-. 

PAPAW 

pantomime pre·nt;:,maim ancient Roman 
actor who performed in dumb show XVII 
(earlier in L. form); dramatic entertainment 
by gestures to a musical accompaniment; 
performance of a dramatized tale followed 
by a transformation scene and clowning 
XVIII. -F. pantomime (xvr) or L. panto
mimus- Gr. pant6mimos adj. and sb.; see 
PANTO-, MIME; abbrev. pa·nto. So panto
mi·mic. XVII. - L. 

pantry pre·ntri room in a house, etc., in 
which provisions, dining-plate and china, 
etc., are kept. XIII. - A:'-r. panetrie, OF. 
paneterie, f. panetier (whence Eng. 'tPanter 
XIII, later 'tpant(e)ler XIV, tpanterer xv) = 
Pr. panetier, Sp. panadero, Pg. padeiro baker 
-Rom. *ptindtiirius (in medL. pane-, pani
tdrius), for pduarius (in late L.) bread-seller, 
f. panis bread (:- *piisnis, rei. to PASTURE); 
see -RY. 

pants prents (U.S.) trousers; (in British 
use) drawers. XIX. Shortening of pl. of 
PANTALOON. 

pap1 prep teat, nipple. xu (Orm). ME. 
pappe, prob. immed. from Scand. (cf. Sw. 
and ~orw. dial. pappe), ult. f. an imit. base 
'*pap- expressing blowing out the cheeks 
and the noise of sucking; cf. L. papilla, 
late L. papula nipple, Lith. papas teat, 
Lett. papa bladder. Cf. next. 

pap2 prep soft or semi-liquid food for in
fants. XV. prob.- (:\1)LG. pappe, corr. to 
MG. pap (G. pappe), l\IDu. pappe, Du. pap, 
prob.- medL. pappa (cf. OF., Sp., Pg. 
papa, It. pappa), f. L. papptire eat (whence 
OF. paper, Pr., Sp. papar, Rum. papa), ult. 
derived from baby language (cf. L. pap(p)a, 
used by infants in calling for food; cf. 'cum 
cibum ac potionem buas ac pappas vocent', 
Varro). 

papa p;}pa· father. xvn. - F. papa (whence 
in other Rom. langs.)- late L. papa- Gr. 
pdppas, pdpas child's word for father (esp. 
in voc., as pdppa phil' father dear, 'Odyssey' 
vr 57), shortened pa(s). At first, like G. papd 
(xvu), in courtly and polite use it remained 
fashionable till early XIX; subsequently re
stricted to children's use, but now gen. dis
carded. Shortened to pa pa (dial.) xrx. 
The var. pa·ppa (xvm) survives in U.S. 
POPPA, abbrev. pop. Cf. POPE. 

papacy pei·p;lsi office of pope XIV (Gower); 
papal system xvr. - medL. ptipdtia, f. papa 
POPE; see -ACY. So pa·pAL1• XIV (Gower). 
- (O)F.- medL. 

papaveraceous p::~peiv;:,rei·f;,s of the poppy 
family. xrx. f. modL. (bot. family) Papd
verdcere, f. paptiver POPPY; see -ACEOUS. 

papaw p;:,p5· fruit of the S. Amer. tree 
Carica Papaya. XVI. Earlier papaye, and in 
foreign forms;- Sp. papaya, Pg. papayo 
(whence F. papaye)- Carib; the change to 
papaw (xvrr) is unexplained. 



PAPER 

paper pei·p;u substance made of interlaced 
and compressed fibre for writing, drawing, 
or printing on, etc.; sheet of this contain
ing a document, etc. XIV ; short for news
paper; essay, article XVII ; set of examination 
questions XIX. Late ME. papir- AN. papir, 
(O)F. papier (whence MLG., MHG. papir, 
G. papier, Ice!. pappir), corr. to Pr. papier, 
Sp. papel, It. papiro- L. papyrus- Gr. 
pdpzlros PAPYRt:s. Hence paper vb. XVI. 
paper-hanging. XVII, paper-money. XVII. 

papier mache pa!·piei ma!" Jei paper pulp 
shaped by moulding. XVIII. Not of F. 
origin, though composed of F. words, viz. 
papier PAPER and miiche, pp. of miicher chew 
:- L. mastictire MASTICATE. Cf. equestrienne, 
sacque. 

papilionaceous p;Jpi:lionei· J;Js like a butter
fly. XVII. - modL. papilionticeus, f. L. papi
lio(n-) butterfly; see PAVILION, -ACEOt:S. 

papilla p;Jpi· b nipple-like protuberance. 
XVIII. L., dim. of papula (see PAP1). So 
papi·llARY pa!·pil;Jri, p;~pi·bri. XVII. 

papist pei·pist adherent of the Pope or the 
papal system, Roman Catholic. XVI. -F. 
papiste or modL. ptipista, f. ceciL. ptipa 
POPE; see -!ST. Hence papi·stiC(AL) p;Jpi·s-, 
pa·pistRY. XVI. So (by suffix-alt.) pa·piSH1 

papistical, popish XVI; (dial.) papist XVII. 

papoose p;~pu·s. N. Amer. Indian child. 
XVII. Algonkin (Narragansettpapoos, Pequot 
pouppous). 

papoosh p;Jpu·J Oriental slipper. XVII. 
- Pers. ptiposh BABOUCHE; the Turk. ptibutch 
is repr. by pabouch (XVII). 

pappus pre·p;~s (bot.) downy appendage on 
fruits. XVIII. modL. -Gr. pdppos (i) grand
father, (ii) down on plants. So pa·pposE'. 
XVII. - modL. 

papyrus p;Jpai;J·r;Js, pl. -i ai kind of sedge 
from which ancient writing material was 
made xrv (Wycl. Bible); writing material so 
prepared XVIII. - L. papyrus- Gr. pdpiiros 
paper-rush, of unkn. (pro b. Oriental) origin; 
cf. PAPER. The comb. form is papyro-, as 
in papyro•LOGY (1898), papyro·LOGIST 
(earlier papyrographer r896). 

par1 pii.r equality of value, equal footing; 
recognized value of currency, etc. XVII; 
average amount XVIII. - L. ptir equal (cf. 
PAIR, PEER). 

par• pa.r in F. expressions, e.g. 1\iE. par 
charite (XIII) out of Christian love, par com
paignie for company's sake (xrv, Ch., Gower), 
mod. par excellence (xvr) above all others of 
the kind. - (O)F.par ( = Pr., Cat. per, Rum. 
p(r)e) :-Rom. *'pra, *'per ad (L. per PER-, 
ad AD·). See also PARDIE. 

para pii·r;J small Turkish coin. XVII. 
- Turk. - Pers. ptirah piece, portion, coin 
so called. 

PARACLETE 

para-1 pa!'r;J, p;Jra!· before a vowel or lz usu. 
par-, repr. comb. form of Gr. pard prep. by 
the side of, alongside, past, beyond, as in 
PARABLE, PARADIG~I, PARADOX, PAR~LLEL, 

PARENTHESIS, PAROCHIAL, PARODY, etc. Also 
in numerous techn. comps. in which it had 
cogn. advb. and adj. uses, as 'to one side', 
'amiss', 'irregular(ly)', 'wrong(ly)'. 

para- 2 pre•r;J repr. F. para-- It. para-, 
imper. of parare ward off :- L. partire PRE
PARE; orig. in It. words, e.g. parapetto 
PARAPET, parasole PARASOL, but adopted and 
extended in French, e.g. PARACHUTE, para
crotte mudguard, parapluie umbrella. 

para basis p;Jrre· basis in ancient Gr. 
comedy, choric song addressed to the 
audience. XIX. - Gr. pardbasis, f. para
bainein go aside, step forward; see PARA-I, 
COl\ IE. 

parable pa!•r;Jbl (arch.) similitude, dark 
saying, proverb; fictitious narrative or alle
gory for teaching spiritual truth. XIV. ME. 
parabile, parable- (O)F. parabole- L. para
bola comparison, in ChrL. allegory, proverb, 
discourse, speech - Gr. paraboU compari
son, analogy, proverb, f. parabdllein put 
alongside, compare, f. pard PAR~- 1 +bdllein 
cast, throw (cf. BALLISTA). See also PALAVER, 
PARABOLA, PAROLE. 

parabola p;m.B·b;Jl;J (geom.) plane curve 
formed by the intersection of a cone by a 
plane parallel to a side of the cone. XVI 
(Digges). - modL.- Gr. parabote applica
tion, spec. in geom. of a given area to a given 
straight line, f. parabdllein (see prec.). So 
parabolic prerab,·lik pert. to parable, 
metaphorical XVII. -late L. -late Gr.; 
pert. to a parabola XVIII. parabo·hcAL in 
both senses. xvr. (jf To the earlier Gr. geo
metricians, who investigated only sections 
perpendicular to th~ surfa~e of t}:le cone, ,the 
p. was known as opOoywvwv Kwvov TOJLTt = 
sectio rectanguli coni, the use of wapaf3o>.7] in 
this sense (due to Apollonius ofPerga, II B.c.) 
referring to the fact that a rectangle on the 
abscissa being equal to the square on the 
ordinate, can be 'applied' to the latus rectum 
without either excess (as in the hyperbola) 
or defect (as in the ellipse). 

Paracelsian prerase·lsi;Jn pert. to (follower 
of) Theophrast Bombast von Hohenheim 
(r490-I54I), Swiss physician, chemist, and 
natural philosopher, known as Paracelsus, 
a name supposed to be based on PARA-1 and 
L. celsus high, thus loosely repr. von Hohen
heim ('high dwelling'). xvr. (jf To Para
celsus is due the invention of the words 
gnome, laudanum, sylph. 

parachute pre·r;Jfut umbrella-like appara
tus used for descending from a great height. 
XVIII. -F. parachute, f. PARA·"+ chute fall 
(see CHUTE). 

Paraclete pa!"r;Jldit title of the Holy Ghost. 
xv. - (O)F. paraclet- ChrL.paracletus, also 
-clitus (Tertullian) - Gr. pardkletos advocate, 



PARADE 

intercessor, f. parakalefn call to one's aid, 
f. pard PARA-1 + kalefn call (cf. CLAIM). 
'1J Pardkletos was assoc. by the Gr. Fathers 
with the HelJenistic sense 'console, comfort' 
(cf. parakUtor comforter). 

parade p:Jrei·d show, display; mustering of 
troops for inspection, etc. ; place of such 
assembly; public square or promenade; 
tparry. XVII. - F. parade - Sp. par ada and 
It. parata (i) display, (ii) parry, (iii) pulling
up of a horse - Rom. "'pariita, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of L. pariire PREPARE, which in 
Rom. acquired specific applications repr. in 
the Fr., Sp., and It. words given above; see 
-ADE. Hence as vb. xvn. 

paradigm pre•r:Jdaim, pre•r:Jdim pattern, ex
ample xv; (gram.) example of the inflexions 
of a class of words xvr. - late L. paradigma 
-Gr. parddeigma example, f. paradeiknzinai 
show side by side, f. pard PARA-1 +deikminai 
show (see TEACH). Cf. F. paradigme (xvr). 

paradise pre-r:Jdais garden of Eden; Heaven 
XII; paradisaical place or state XIII; park, 
pleasure-ground; (after Luke xxiii 43, etc.) 
the Intermediate State XVII. ME. paradis, 
also parais (xn-xv)- (O)F. paradis, also in 
semi-pop. form parais - ChrL. paradisus
- Gr. parddeisos, first used by Xenophon of 
the parks of Persian kings and nobles, 
(hence) garden, orchard, in LXX and N.T. 
Eden, abode of the blessed- Av. pairidaeza 
enclosure, f. pairi around, PERI-+ diz mould, 
form (see DOUGH), whence Arm. pardes, late 
Heb. pardes, Pers. (Arab.) firdaus garden. 
Cf. PARVIS. Henceparadisarc -ei·ik. xvm, 
paradisa·ICAL. XVII; after Judaic, Mosaic. 
paradisiAc -i·sirek, paradisiACAL -ai·:Jkl. 
XVII. - ChrL. paradisiacus- Gr. paradeisi
ak6s. '1J Variants of greater or less currency 
are paradisean XVII, paradisial XVIII, para
disian XVII, paradisic XVIII, paradisical XVII. 

parados pre·r:Jdas (fortif.) elevation of 
earth behind a fortified place. XIX. -F. 
parados, f. PARA- 2 +dos back :- L. dorsum 
(see DORSAL). 

paradox pre·r:Jdaks statement or tenet con
trary to received opinion; proposition on 
the face of it (in pop. use, actually) self
contradictory XVI; phenomenon conflicting 
with preconceived notions XVII. -late L. 
paradoxum, -doxon, sb. use of n. of paradoxus 
-Gr. parddoxos, f. pard PARA-1+d6xa opi
nion (cf. DOGMA). Cf. F. paradoxe rs8o 
(Montaigne). Hence parado·xrcAL. XVI (in 
paradoxically, Sidney; earlier paradoxa[, 
Dee). 

paraffin pre·rdfin orig. colourless or white 
substance being a mixture of hydrocarbons ; 
spec. a hydrocarbon of the methane series (p. 
oil, kerosene). XIX. -G. paraffin (Reichen
bach in 'Journal ftir Chemie und Physik' 
lix 456, r83o), f. L. parum too little, barely 
(see FEw)+affinis related (see AFFINITY); so 
named with ref. to its neutral quality and 
the small affinity it possesses for other 
bodies. 

PARALLEL 

paragogic prerdgo·d3ik (of a letter or 
syllable) added to a word. XVIII. - modL .• 
paragogicus, f. late L. paragoge- Gr. paragoge 
derivation addition to the end of a syllable, 
f. pard pa~t, beyond, PARA-1 +agligt leading 
(cf. ACT). Also parago·gJCAL. XVII. 

paragon pre·r;1g;m pattern of excellence; 
tmatch, mate; tcomparison; perfect dia
mond XVI; tdouble camlet; fblack marble 
XVII; size of printing type XVIII. -F. tpara
gon, now parangon (XVI) in the above senses 
(whence also Sp. para(n)g6n)- It. paragone 
(XIII) touchstone, comparison - medGr. 
parak6ne whetstone, f. Gr. parakonlin 
sharpen against, f. pard PARA- 1 +ak6ne 
whetstone, f. *ak- (see ACID, etc.). 

paragraph pre·r:}grltf character '1! or 11' 
marking a section of a discourse, etc. ; 
passage or section of a book, etc. XVI ; short 
passage or notice in a journal xvu. - (O)F. 
paragraphe or medL. paragraphus, -um 
- Gr. pardgraphos short horizontal stroke 
written below the beginning of a line in 
which a break of sense occurs, passage so 
marked, f. pard by the side+-graphos writ
ten, grdphein write; see PARA-\ GRAPHIC. 

parakeet prer:Jki·t small bird of the parrot 
kind. xvr. Three types are repr.: (i) parro
ket, -quet, perroquet XVI, (ii) paraquito, 
-quetto XVI, (iii) par(r)akeet XVII, the l_ast 
being anglicized forms of the former, whtch 
are- (O)F. paroquet (mod. perroquet parrot), 
It. parrocchetto, perrochetto, Sp. periquito, 
the interrelation of which is uncertain. The 
coexistence of \VF. perrot (see PARROT), F. 
perruche parakeet (xvn), Guernsey perrounet 
parrot, Sp. perico parakeet, sugges~s that all 
the forms may be ult. based on a dtm. of the 
name 'Peter' (F. Pierrot, Sp. Perico). 

parallax pre·r;J!reks (astron.) apparent dis
placement or difference in the apparent 
position of an object. xvrr. - F. parallaxe 
- modL. parallaxis - Gr. pardllaxis change, 
alternation, mutual inclination of two lines 
meeting in an angle, f. paralldssein (-all akt-) 
alter, alternate, f. pard PARA-1 + alldssein 
exchange, f. dllos other (cf. ALTER, ELSE). 
So paralla·ctrc. XVII. - Gr. 

parallel pre·r;J!el lying alongside another 
or one another and always at the same dis
tance apart XVI ; precisely similar or corre
sponding XVII (Sh.). -F. paraltele- L. 
parallelus- Gr. pardllelos, f. pard alongside 
+altelous -on, etc. pl. one another, redupl. 
of dllos other; see PARA- and prec. So 
pa:rallelepiped -e·piped figure contained 
bv 6 parallelograms. XVI (in Gr. form, 
B.illingsley). -Gr. paral!elepipedon, f. pardl
lelos+epfpedon plane surface, sb. use of n. 
of epfpedos plane, f. epi on, EPI-+pMon 
ground. paralle·Iogram4-sided rectilineal 
figure with opposite sides parallel. XVI 
(Billingsley). -F. para!lelograrnrne -late L. 
parallelogrammum- Gr. parallel6grammon,, 
sb. use of n. of adj. f. pardllelos+gramme 
line (cf. -GRAM). 



PARALOGISM 

paralogism p:me·lod3izm false reasoning, 
fallacy. xvr. - F. paralogisme or late L. 
paralogismus- Gr. paralogism6s, f. paralogi
zesthai reason falsely, f. pard/ogos ; see PARA-\ 
LOGOS, -ISM. 

paralysis p;me·lisis disease involving im
pairment of motion or feeling. xvr. - L. 
paralysis- Gr. pard/usis, f. parahiesthai be 
'loosened' or disabled at the side, pass. of 
paralziein, f. pard+ lziein loosen; see PARA-\ 
LOOSE. This form superseded tpamlysie XIV 
- (O)F. pamlysie; see PALSY. So paralyse, 
G.S. -yze affect with paralysis. XIX. -F. 
paralyser, f. paralysie. paralytic -li"tik. 
xrv. - (O)F.- L.- Gr. 

paramatta paor;Jm::e·t;J orig. applied to 
cloth made at Paramatta (prop. Pm·ramatta) 
in ~ew South 'Vales, Australia, where there 
was formerly a convict establishment in 
which it was produced; afterwards transf. 
to a fabric made in England. XIX. 

parameter p;Jrao·mit;J~ (math.) third pro
portional to any given diameter and its con
jugate. xvrr. - modL. parameter, -metrum 
(C. :VIydorge, I 63 I), f. Gr. pard beside, sub
sidiary to + ;net ron measure; see PARA-\ 
METER. 

paramount p::e·r;Jmaunt (of a feudal lord) 
superior, supreme. XVI (also fpera-). -AN. 
(Law F.) paramont, peramont (e.g. le chef 
seigneur paramont), adj. use of adv. paramont 
above (e.g. son seigneur proclzain a luy para
mont his lord next above him), f. (O)F. par 
by-t-amont above; see PAR 2, Al\IOUNT. 

paramour pre·r;,mu;:,~ adv. phr.paramour(s) 
by way of (sexual) love, for love's sake, as 
a lover. XIII. -OF. par amour(s) by or 
through love; see PAR 2, AM01:R. Hence as 
sb. t(sexual) love; tlover, sweetheart XIII; 
illicit lover or mistress XIV (Ch.). The sb. 
use may have arisen partly fron1 a mistaken 
analysis of the common ME. phr. to lm·e 
paramour(s). (J In early use applied in 
devotional lang. to God and the Virgin :VIary. 

paranoia paoranoi·;~ (path.) mental de
rangement marked by delusions, etc. XIX. 
modL.- Gr. pardnoia, f. pardnoos distracted, 
f. pard beside, PARA-1+n6os, n01ls mind (cf. 
NOETIC). Hence paranoi·Ac adj. and sb. 

paranymph p::e·r;:~nimf friend of the bride
groom, groomsman, (also) bridesmaid; 
tadvocate, spokesman. XVI. - late L. para
nymphus, fern. -nympha- Gr. pardnumplws 
m. and fern. j see PARA-\ NYMPH. 

parapet pre·r;>pet (fortif.) defence of earth 
or stone; low wall or barrier XVI ; (local) 
footpath of a street XIX. - F. parapet 
(Rabclais) or its source It. parapetto wall 
breast-high, f. para- PARA- 2 + petto :- L. 
pectu-s breast (cf. PECTORAL). 

paraph pre·r::ef fparagraph XIV; (dis
tinctive) flourish after a signature XVI. -F. 
paraphe, -afe- medL. paraphus, syncopated 
form of paragraphus PARAGRAPH. 

PARBOIL 

paraphernalia pre:r;~f;~mei·li;~ articles of 
personal property which the law allows a 
married woman to regard as her own xvn ; 
trappings, accessories, appurtenances XVIII. 
- medL. paraphernalia; sb. use (sc. bona 
goods) of n. pl. of parapherna/is, f. late L. 
parapherna- Gr. pardpherna n. pl. articles of 
property held by a wife besides her dowry, 
f. pard beside, PARA-1-j-phernd dowry, rei. to 
pherein BEAR2 (for the formation cf. OE. 
beam BAIRN); see -AL\ -IA 2• 

paraphrase pre·r::>freiz expression of the 
sense of a passage in other words. xvr (also 
in L. form). -F. paraphrase or L. para
phrasis- Gr. pardphrasis, f. paraphrdzein 
tell in other words; see PARA-t, PHRASE. 
Hence as vb. XVII. 

paraplegia prer;Jpli·d3i;:~ partial paralysis. 
XVII. modL. - Gr. paraplegia, f. paraplis
sein, f. pard PARA-1 +pUsseinstrike (*plegj-); 
see -IA1• 

parasang pre·r;Js::e!J Persian measure of 
length. xvr. - L. parasanga- Gr. para
sdnges- Pers. word now repr. by jarsang. 

parasceve prer;Jsi·vi eve of the Jewish Sab
bath. xvr. - ChrL. parasceve- Gr. para
skeuJ preparation, in N.T. day of prepara
tion for the Sabbath (Mark xv 42, Luke xxiii 
54, etc.), in later use, Good Friday, sb. of 
paraskeudzein prepare, f. pard PARA-1 + 
skeudzein make ready, f. skez1os instrument, 
pl. equipment. 

paraselene see PARHELION. 

parasite pre·r;:,sait one who obtains hospi
tality, etc. by obsequiousness XVI; animal or 
plant supported by another xvm. - L. para
situs - Gr. pardsitos one who eats at the 
table of another, toady, f. pard beside, PARA-1 

+sitos food. Cf. F. parasite (Rabelais). So 
parasi·trc -si-tik. xvn. - L. - Gr. para
si·tiCAL. XVI. 

parasol prer;Js;:,·l, pre·r;,s;:,l sun-umbrella, 
sunshade. XVII. - F. parasol- It. parasole, 
f. para--t-sole sun; see PARA- 2, SOLAR. 

parasynthetic p::e:r;,sinpe·tik (gram.) 
based on a syntactical combination or com
pound, as hardhearted from hard heart, 
get-at-able from phr. get at. XIX. f. late Gr. 
paraszinthetos' f. pard beside+ sun thetas' ppl. 
formation on suntithenai combine, f. sun 
together + tithenai put; see PARA-\ sYN-, 
THEME. 

parataxis p::er;Jtao·ksis (gram.) placing of 
propositions or clauses side by side without 
connecting words. XIX. -Gr. pardtaxis, f. 
paratdssein place side by side; see PARA-1, 

So paraTA·cnc. XIX. 

parboil pii·~boil fA. boil thoroughly; B. 
boil partially xv. -OF. parboillir -late L. 
perbullire; see PER-, BOIL. Sense B is due to 
assoc. with PART (so in medL. parbullire). 

[6so) 



PARBUCKLE 

parbuckle pii·lbAkl (naut.) sling or looped 
rope used for raising and lowering. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). Early forms -bunkie, -bzmkel, 
altered XVIII by assoc. with BUCKLE; of unkn. 
origin. 

parcel pii·lsl part, portion, particle, sur
viving in part and parcel xrv (Ch.); separate 
part, unit, or item xrv; portion of land xv; 
small party or company XVI (Sh.); quantity 
of a thing or things put together in a package 
xvn ; quantity of a commodity dealt with 
xvm. ME. parcelle- (O)F. parcel/e = Pr. 
parcela, Sp. partecilla, It. particella, Rum. 
ptirticea :- Rom. *particella, f. L. particula 
PARTICLE. In advb. use 'partly, partially' 
from xv, e.g. in parcel-gilt, becoming obs. 
XVII, and revived bv Scott c.r8:zo. Hence 
parcel vb. divide into portions xv; (nnut.) 
cover with canvas strips XVII (Capt. Smith); 
the latter sense may have a separate origin. 

parcener pii'Js;m;u tpartner XIII; (leg.) 
co-heirxvr. -A':\.pm·cener = OF.parronier 
= Pr. parsonier, Sp. parzonero, Pg. parceiro, 
Rom. *partii5narius for *partitii5narius, f. L. 
partitii5 PARTITI0:-1 j see -ER 2, PARTNER. 

parch piiltf dry by exposure to great heat 
xrv (Trevisa); scorch, shrivel xvr. Also 
perch xrv-xvr, pearch XVII, of obscure origin; 
the assumption that it is a var. of PIERCE 
(0':\F. perclzier) does not fit the sense, and 
that it is a specialized use of PERISH is not in 
accordance with the phonology. 

parchment pii•Jtfm~nt skin of sheep or 
goat, etc. prepared for writing, etc. XIII 
(Cursor M.). ME. parclzemin- (O)F. par
chemin, earlier parcamin :-Rom. *partica
minum, which resulted from a blending of 
L. pergamina with Parthica pellis 'Parthian 
skin', leather dyed scarlet (whence OF. 
pare he parchment, Pr. pargue kind ofleather). 
Pergamina (sc. charta paper) writing-material 
prepared from skins invented at Pergamum 
(now Bergama) is repr. by Pr. pm·gami, Sp. 
pergamino, Oit. pergamina, the collateral 
form Pergamena by Pr. pergamen. Assimila
tion of the ending of the Eng. word to the 
suffix -MENT appears xv; it is anticipated in 
medL. pergamentum (xr); cf. Du. perkament, 
perkenzent, (:vl)HG. pergament. 

parclose pii·.rklouz tclose, conclusion; 
partition, screen. XIV. :VIE.jmrclos(e)- OF. 
parclos m., parclose fern., sb. uses of pp. of 
parclore, f. par-, L. per- thoroughly, PER- 4 + 
clare :- L. claudere CLOSE. 

pard1 pii.rd (arch.) panther, leopard. xm 
(Cursor M.). OE. pard; in ME. - OF. pard 
- L. pardus- Gr. pdrdos, of Indo-Iranian 
origin (cf. Skr. pfdtikus tiger, panther, Pers. 
pars panther). See also LEOPARD. 

pard2 pii.rd (U.S.) mate. xrx. abbrev. of 
pardner, vulgar form (xvm) of PARTNER. 

pardie pii.Idi·, perdie paldi· (arch. as
severation). xm. -OF. par de (mod. 
pardieu, colloq. pardi) 'by God' :- L. per 
De!l'ftl; see PAR 2, DEITY. 

PARGET 

pardon pci'.Id(;,)n remission of punishment 
for an o!Tcnce (spec. papal indulgence) xm 
(Cursor :VI.); excusing of a fault XVI. - OF. 
pardun, perdun (mod. pardon) = Pr. perdo, 
Sp. perdon, It. perdono; f. OF. pardoner, 
perduner (mod. par donner), whence pa·rdon 
vb. xv ~ Pr., Sp. perdonaT, It. perdonare :
medL. perd<>nare, f. L. per PER-+ di5nare give 
(see DO:-IAT!ON); cf. FOHGIVE. Sopa·rdonER 2 

(arch.) ecclesiastic licensed to sell pardons. 
XIV (PPI., Ch.). -AN. pardoner. 

pare pr;,.r trim by cutting. xm (Sir Tris
trem). - (O)F. parer adorn, arrange, peel 
(fruit) :- L. parare PREPARE, which in Rom. 
acquired specialized uses, as in Pr., Sp. 
parar adorn, arrange, It. parare ward off 
(cf. PARADE, PARRY), rei. to parere (see 
PARENT). 

paregoric p:rrig;:,·rik assuaging pain xvn; 
sb. for p. elixir camphorated tincture of 
opium xrx. -late L. paregoriws- Gr. 
paregorik6s encouragin!!;, soothing ( 7Tap7JyopL
K0v cf)(lpp.aKov, TT. haTd:;rActaJ.La, Galen), f. pare
go rein console, soothe, f. pard beside + 
egor-, var. of agor- in agoreziein speak in the 
assembly; see PARA-\ CATEGORY, -!C. 

parenchyma p;,re·IJkimu (anat. and zoo!.) 
substance of the liver, etc., (bot.) cellular 
tissue. xvn. - modL.- Gr. pareghhuma 
(-mat-) 'something poured in besides', f. 
pard+tfgh/wma infusion, f. egkhefn, f. en 
in,hhein pour; see PARA-\ EN- 2 , Ft:SI0:-1, 
The Gr. word was first used by Erasistratus 
(nr B.c.) in the first sense. Hence paren
chy·matous, pare·nchymous. XVII. 

parent pr;>•r;,nt father or mother; trelative. 
xv. - (O)F. parent (in both senses), corr. to 
Pr. pareu related, Sp. pariente related, hus
band (paricnta wife), It. parenti relatives, 
tp:1rcnts, Rum. pdrinte fatha, priest, pdrin{i 
parents :- L. parentem, nom. parens father 
or mother, pl. parelltes parents, progenitors, 
kinsfolk, (prop.) procreators, prp. with 
athematic stem of parere bring forth, rei. 
to purdre PREPARE; see -ENT. So pa·rentAGE. 
xv (Caxton).- (O)F. parentAL1 p;}re·ntgl, 
XV!l, - L. 

parenthesis p:Jre·nplsis qualifying matter 
introduced into a passage XVI ; device used 
to mark this, e.g. () [] XVIII. - late L. 
- Gr. parenthesis, f. parentitht1nai place in 
besides j see PARA-\ E:-<- 2, THESIS. So 
parenthe·tiC(AL). XVII. - medL. 

parergon paor5·Jgon (in painting) some
thing subordinate to the main theme; sub
ordinate piece of work. XVII. - L., extra 
ornament in art- Gr. pdrergon subordinate 
or secondary business; see PARA-\ WORK. 

paresis pa!'flSIS (path.) partial paralysis. 
XVI!. modL.- Gr. pdresis, f. parihzai relax, 
f. pard I'AHA-1+hienai let go. 

parget pii·.1d3it daub with plaster. XIV 
(\Vycl. Bible, Trevisa). -OF. pargeter, 
parjeter (now dial. fill up joints in masonry), 
f. par through, all over (PAR 2) + jeter cast 
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:- medL. jectare, for L. jactiire throw (see 
JET 2

); cf. the use of cast as in rough-cast. 
parhelion pii..Ihi-livn (astron.) mock sun. 

XVII. In early use par(h)elion, par(h)elius 
- L. parelion- Gr. parilion, also -ios, f. pard 
beside, PARA-1+/dlios suN. So pa:rasele·ne 
mock moon. XVII. modL. (Gr. seUnemoon). 

pariah p::e·ria, pea·ria, pii·ria member of a 
low Hindu caste XVII; social outcast XIX. 
Earlier parea, parrier, par(r)iar- Tamil 
paraiyar, pl. of paraiyan name of the largest 
of the lower castes in S. India, lit. 'drummer', 
f. Parai large drum beaten at certain festivals. 

parietal p;}rai-it;}l (anat.) pert. to the wall 
of the body or a bodily organ XVI; (U.S.) 
pert. to residence within walls of a college 
XIX. -F. parietal or late L. parietiilis, f. 
pariet-, paries wall, partition wall (from 
Rom. *parete are F. paroi, It. parete, etc. ; 
cf. W. parzvyd); see -AL1 • The comb. form 
is pari·eto- XIX. 

parish p::e·riJ district for administrative 
purposes, orig. township having its own 
church and priest. XIII. ME. pa-roche, 
-os(c)he, -osse, -isshe, -esche- AN., OF. 
pa~oche and (O)F. paroisse- ecclL. paro
chra, alt. (after parochus- Gr. pdrokhos 
public purveyor) of parcecia- Gr. paroikfii 
~ojourning, f. pdroikos dwelling near, so
JOurner, str~nger, f. pard beside, PARA-1 + 
oikos dwellmg, house (see WICK1); it is 
doubtful whether the notion 'neighbour' or 
'sojourner' was prevalent in determining 
the application of parcecia, parochia (which, 
moreover, was formerly equivalent to 'dio
cese' as well as 'parish'). For -sh repr. OF. 
7ss- cf: -ISH 2, etc. S_o parishioner p"ri·J"n".I 
mhabttant of a pansh xv; superseded earlier 
tparishion, tparislzen (xiv), alt., after PARISH, 
of tparoschian, -ien (xm), parochian- OF. 
parochien, -ossien (mod.paroissien), f.paroche, 
etc.; -ER1 was added to suggest more clearly 
a personal designation. 

parisyllabic p::e:risil::e·bik (gram.) having 
the same number of syllables in the nomina
tive as in the oblique cases. XVII. f. L. pari-, 
piir equal, PAR1+sy/laba SYLLABLE+-Ic. 

park pii.1k enclosed tract of land held by 
royal grant or prescription for the chase XIII 
(La3.); (north.) field, paddock XVI; enclosed 
piece of ground for public recreation; space 
m a camp occupied by artillery, etc. XVII. 
- (O)F. pare = Pr. parrec herd, pargue park 
(whence It. parco, Sp., Pg. parque) :- medL. 
parricus ('Lex Ripuaria' vm)- Germ. base 
repr. by OHG. pfarrilz, pferrilz (G. pferclz) 
pen, fold, corr. to OE. pearruc (see PAD
DOCK2), MLG., MDu. perc (Du. perk) (Ir., 
Gael. pairc, W. pare are from Eng.). Cf. 
PARQUET. Hence park vb. XVI f. the sb. 

parkin pii·.1kin kind of gingerbread. XIX. 
Oflocal origin; perh. f. proper name Parkin 
Perkin, dim. of Per, Peter. ' 

parky pii•Jki (colloq.) chilly. XIX. perh. f. 
PARK+-Y', as suggesting the atmospheric 
conditions of a (London) park. 

PAROLE 

parlance pii•Jlans (arch.) speech XVI; mode 
of speech, idiom xvm. - OF. parlance, f. 
parler :- L. paraboliire; see PARLOUR, -ANCE. 

parley pa·.1li speech, talk; (conference for) 
discussion of terms. XVI. perh.- OF. parlee, 
sb. use offem. pp. ofparler speak (see prec.). 
Hence parley vb. XVI. Superseded con
temp. tparle sb. and vb., of which the vb. 
was immed.- F. parler and the sb. from the 
vb. So parleyvoo pii.Iliv11· (joe.) sb. 
French talk XVIII; Frenchman XIX; vb. talk 
French xvm. -F. Parlez-vous (franfais)? 
Do you speak (French) ? 

parliament pii·.rllmant ttalk, conference; 
deliberative assembly XIII ; Great Council 
of the realm XIV. ME. parlement- (O)F. 
parlement, f. parler; see PARLANCE, -MENT •. 
The present form follows AL. parliamentum 
(XII), which is prob. based on Eng. parli-; 
it appears in xv, when four main forms were 
current, parle-, -la-, -li-, -lia-. Hence pa:r
liamentA'RIAN sb., parliame·ntARY. xvn; 
cf. F. parlementaire adj. (xvn), sb. (xvm). 

parlour, U.S. parlor pa·.Il::>.I apartment 
set aside for conversation in a religious house 
XIII ; smaller room in a mansion, dwelling
house, etc. for private talk, (hence) f!lmily 
sitting-room XIV (Ch.). -AN. parlur, OF. 
parleor, parleur (mod. parloir) = Pr. parla
dor, It. parlatorio (cf. medL. parliitorium); 
f. Rom. *par(au)liire (see PARABLE, PAROLE); 
the ending is assim. to -ouR2• 

parlous pii·.rl;Js exposed to danger XIV; 
dangerously cunning xv. ME. perlous, 
parlous, syncopated form of perelous,parelous 
PERILOt:S. 

Parmesan pii · .rmizan 
made in the province 
where in N. Italy. 
parmigiano, f. Parma. 

epithet of a cheese 
of Parma and else
- F. parmesan- It. 

Parnassian pamre·si;Jn of or belonging to 
Parnassus, poetic XVII; epithet of school of 
French poetry (les Parnassiens) XIX. - L. 
Parnassus - Gr. Parnass6s, mountain an
ciently sacred to the Muses. See -IAN. 

parochial p;Jrou·kial pert. to a parish. XIV. 
-AN. parochiel, OF. parochial- ecc!L. 
parochiiilis, f. paroclzia; see PARISH, -AL1 • 

Formerly also tparoclzian XIV. -OF. para
chien - medL. 

parody pre·r;}di imitation of a work so 
turned as to produce a ridiculous effect. XVI 
(Jonson). - medL. parodia (Pseudo-Asco
nius) or Gr. paroidiii burlesque poem or 
song, f. pard beside, subsidiary, mock-+ 
aidii song, poem; see PARA-', ODE, -Y3• 

pa·rody vb. xvm (Pope), pa·rodiST. xvm; 
prob. after F. parodier, parodiste. 

parol p::e·ral oral statement xv; (leg.) plead
ings filed in an action XVII; adj. oral XVI 
- (O)F. parole, in Law F. parol; see next. 

parole p;}rou·l word of honour XVII ; pass
word used by an officer or inspector of the 
guard XVIII. - (O)F. parole word, in the 
sense 'formal promise, engagement' (as in 



PAROLI 

phr. parole d'honneur) :-Rom. *paraula :
L. parabola PARABLE. 

paroli pa-roli doubling the stake at faro, 
etc. xvm. - F. paroli - It. paroli, f. pari 
like:- L. pare-m (see PAIR). Cf. It. giocare 
a pari (Neapolitan joca a paro) play with 
money added to the original stake. 

paronomasia p:mmomei"Zl;} playing on 
words. XVI. -L.-Gr.paronomaslti, f. pard+ 
onomasiti naming, after paronomdzein alter 
slightly in naming, f. pard+6noma; see 
PARA-\ NAME, -IA1

• 

paronymous p;}ra·nim;}s (of words) radi
cally connected. XVII. f. Gr. par6numos, f. 
pard+6numa, 6noma; see PARA-\ NAME, 
-OUS. 

parotid p;}ra·tid (anat.) situated beside or 
near the ear. XVII.- F.parotide- L.parotid-, 
parotis- Gr. parotid-, parotis, f. pard PARA-1 

+at-, oils EAR1 ; see -m2
• 

-parous p;}r;}s, repr. L. -pants bearing, 
producing, rel. to parere bring forth (see 
PARENT), as in oviparus OVIPAROUS, viviparus 
VIVIPAROUS; hence in numerous later and 
mod. formations; see -ous. 

paroxysm pre·r"ksizm increase of the 
acuteness of a disease; violent access, fit. 
XVII. -F. paroxysme- medL. paroxysmus 
irritation, exasperation- Gr. paroxusnuis, f. 
paroxunein, f. pard in addition, PARA-1+ 
oxunein sharpen, f. oxzis sharp (cf. OXY-). 

paroxytone see OXYTONE. 

parpen pa ".Ip;m binding stone passing 
through a wall from side to side. xv (per
pend, -poynt, etc.). - OF. parpain, also per-, 
-pan, -pin, -poin (mod. parpaing), whence 
also adj. in pierre parpaigne; of much con
tested origin, but prob. :- Rom. ""perpan
niu-s, f. L. per through + pannus in Rom. 
use, section of a wall; see PER-, PANEL. 

parquet pii·.Ikei flooring consisting of 
pieces of wood set in a pattern; (U.S.) part 
of the floor near the orchestra in a theatre. 
XIX. - (O)F. parquet small marked-off space, 
etc., dim. of pare PARK; see -ET. 

parr pii.I young salmon, or coal-fish. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin. 

parrel, parral pre•r;~l (naut.) band by 
which the middle of a yard is fastened to a 
mast. xv. var. of tparel (XIV) equipment, 
apparatus, tackle, aphetic of APPAREL. 

parricide1 pre·ris"id murderer of a father, 
near relative, or revered person, traitor. XVI. 
- (O)F. parricide or L. ptir(r)icida, of uncer
tain origin, but assoc. by the Romans with 
pater FATHER and parens PARENT; for the 
second el. see -CIDE1• So pa·rriciDE2 mur
der of a father, etc. XVI .. -F. parricide or 
L. ptir(r)icidium; see -CIDE 2• 

parrot pre•r;~t bird of the genus Psittacus 
and its congeners. XVI (Skelton). prob. 

PART 

appellative use of F. tPerrot (cf. PIERROT), 
dim. of Pierre Peter; perot is given by Littre 
as a familiar name in modF. for the bird, 
and pierrot for house-sparrow ; cf. PARAKEET. 
t] The earlier name was POPINJAY. 

parry pre-ri ward off or turn aside a weapon. 
XVII. prob. repr. F. parez (used as a word 
of command in fencing), imper. of parer 
- It. parare ward off, specialized use of the 
sense 'prepare' (cf. PARADE). 

parse pa.1z, (formerly, and now Sc. and 
U.S.) pii.Is state the part of speech of. XVI 
(pars( e), peirse, pearse, in XVII parce, pearce). 
Of doubtful origin; perh. orig. f. ME. pars 
(xm-xv) parts of speech(- OF. pars, pl. of 
part PART), and later infl. by L. pars, as in 
the question Qure pars orationis? What part 
of speech?; but the forms in -ea-, -ei- are in 
any case difficult of explanation. 

Parsee, Parsi piilsi· descendant of Persians 
who fled to India to escape Mohammedan 
persecution. XVII. - Pers. Piirsi Persian, f. 
Piirs Persia. 

parsimony, parci- pii·.tsim;~ni (arch.) care 
in the use of money xv; stinginess XVI. - L. 
parsi-, parcimonia, -monium, f. pars-, pp. 
stem of parcere refrain, spare; see -MONY 
and cf. F.parcimonie, tparsi-. Hence parsi
monious -ou·ni;1s. XVI. 

parsley pii•.tsli biennial herb, Petroselinum 
sativum (Apium Petroselinum). The earliest 
antecedents of the present form, percely, 
pers(e)le, -ly (XIV), appear to repr. a blend 
of (i) OE. petersilie, corr. to MDu. petersilie 
(mod. -selie), OHG. petersilia (G. petersilie) 
-Rom. *petrosilium, for L. petroselinum 
- Gr. petroselinon, f. petrii rock, petros stone 
+selinon parsley, with (ii) ME. percil, 
per(e)sil (surviving dial. parse!)- OF. peresil 
(mod. persil), corr. to Pr. pe(i)resilh, Sp. 
perejil, Pg. perrexil, Oit. petrosello, of the 
same L.- Gr. origin. 

parsnip pii·.Isnip biennial plant, Pastinaca 
sativa, with pale-yellow root. XIV (Trevisa). 
The immed. antecedents of the present form, 
pars(e)nep (xvi) are alterations of earlier 
pas(se)nep- (with assim. to ME. nep, OE. 
n:Ep turnip- L. ntipus) OF. pasnaie (mod. 
Pflnais) :- L. pastintica, whence also (M)Du., 
(O)HG. pastinak(e). Cf. TURNIP. 

parson pii·.Is(;~)n parish priest XIII; clergy
man, minister XVI. ME. person, later par
so(u)n- OF. persone, (law F.) parsone :- L. 
persona PERSON, used in the eccl. sense at 
the Council of Clermont I096 ('mortuis .. 
vel mutatis Clericis quos Personas vocant'). 
The genesis of the application is much dis
puted, but in England the parson has been 
long held to be the legal persona who could 
sue and be sued in respect of the parish. So 
pa·rsonAGE tbenefice XIV (Wyclif); for p. 
house xv. -OF. personage. 

part pii.It A. portion of a whole ; portion 
allotted, share XIII; portion of the body XIV; 
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melody assigned to a vmce or instrument 
XVI; B. region; side XIV. OE., rep!. by 
- (O)F. part = Pr. part, Sp., It. parte:- L. 
partem, pars share, part of a whole, side, 
direction, perh. rei. to portio PORTION, and 
parere produce (see PARENT). Also adv. and 
adj. in part, partly, partial XVI; cf. A~. par
paiement (xiv). So part vb. A. divide into 
parts ; B. put or go asunder; C. depart XIII. 
- (O)F. partir = Pr., Sp. partir, It. partire 
:- L. (Rom.) partire, partlri divide, distri
bute, part, f. parti-, pars. 

partaker pa.rtei·b.r one who takes a part, 
participator. XIV. f. PART sb.+taker, agent
noun of TAKE, after L. particeps; so par
ta·ldng. XIV (Wycl. Bible), after late L. 
participati6 PARTICIPATION; see -ER\ -ING1. 
Hence by back-formation parta·ke vb. XVI 
(in XVI-XVII often with pt. and pp. partaked, 
the connexion with take being obscured). 
Cf. G. teilnehmer. 

parterre pii.rtrg·.r level space in a garden 
with ornamental flower-beds. XVII. - F. 
parterre, sb. use of phr. par terre on or along 
the ground (L. par PAR\ terra earth). 

parthenogenesis pa:iplnoud3e·nlsis repro
duction without sexual union. XIX (R. 
Owen). modL., f. Gr. partlufnos virgin + 
genesis birth, GENESIS. 

partial pa·.rf(g)l A. inclined to favour one 
party or individual xv (Lydg.); B. pert. to 
a part XVII (Lydg.). - OF. parcial (mod. 
partial in sense A, partie! in sense B), corr. 
to Sp. parcial, It. parziale- late L. partialis, 
f. L. parti-, pars PART; see -AL1. So par
tiA·LITY. XV (parcialte, parcialite). - (O)F. 
parcialte, -alite- rnedL. pa·rtialLY2 xv; 
after late L. partialiter (i) partly, (ii) with 
partiality, or in sense 'partly'- (O)F. par
tiellement. 

partible pa·.rtibl divisible. xvr. - late L. 
partibilis, f. L. partirl divide, PART; see -IBLE. 

participate pa.rti·sipeit take part (in). XVI. 
f. pp. stern of L. participare, f. particip-, 
-ceps taking part, f. parti-, pars PART+cip-, 
weakened form of cap- of capere take ; see 
HEAVE, -ATE3. So parti•cipANT. XVI; par
ticipA'TION. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- late L. 

participle pa·.rtisipl (gram.) word that par
takes of the nature of a verb and an adjective 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); tperson or thing par
taking of two natures xv. -OF. pm·ticiple, 
by-form of participe- L. participium (Varro, 
Quintilian), f. particeps (see prec.), after Gr. 
metokhii (Dionysius of Halicarnassus), f. 
metikhein partake. tJ[ For the parasitic l cf. 
manciple, principle, treacle. 

particle pa·.rtikl small or minute part XIV; 
(gram.) minor part of speech merely ex
pressing relation XVI. - L. particula, dim. 
of parti-, pars PART; see -CLE. 

particoloured pii'.rtikt.Jg.rd partly of one 
colour and partly of another. XVI. In early 
use partie or party coloured beside parti-

PARTNERS 

coloured; amplification of PARTY2 by com
bination with coloured. 

particular pg.rti·kjulg.r tpartial XIV (Tre
visa); pert. to a single individual XIV (Ch.); 
tprivate, personal xv; distinguished as an 
individual XVI; tbestowing marked atten
tion XVII; attentive to details XIX; sb. tpart, 
section; minute part; particular instance; 
item, detail XVI. !VIE. particuler- OF. par
ticuler (mod. particulier) - L. particularis 
(opp. to unh,ersalis, Apuleius), f. particula 
PARTICLE; see -AR; conformed to L. XVI. 
So parti·cularisM. XIX (theol.), after F. 
particularisme (Bossuet) or modL. particu
larismus ; in politics, after G. partikularismus. 
parti·culariST xvm, after F. particulariste. 
particulariTY -re·rlti. xvr. - (O)F. parti
cularite or late L. particularitas ( Cassiodorus, 
Boethius). parti·culariZE. XVI. -F. parti
culariser. parti·cularLY2 XIV; after late L. 
particultiriter or (O)F. particulierement. 

partisan1 pa.rtizre·n zealous supporter xvr; 
guerrilla soldier or chief XVII. - F. partisan 
- It. dial. partisano, partezan, Tuscan 
partigiano, f. parte PART + -igiano (Rom. 
*-ese, L. -i!nsi-s + *-iano, L. -iiinus -IAN); 
cf. COURTESA;>;, PARMESAN. 

partisan• pa·.rtizen long-handled spear, 
halberd. XVI. - F. tpartizane (now pertui
sane, after pertuiser bore through, PIERCE) 
-It. tpartesana, dial. var. of partigiana, sb. 
use (sc. arma arm, weapon) of fern. of parti
giano (see prec.), so called as being used by 
some faction. 

partition pa.rti·J;m action of dividing, orig. 
of property; (her.) division of a shield xv; 
division in general xvr. - (O)F. partition 
corr. to Sp. particion, It. partizione- L. 
partitio(n-), f. partiri divide, share, PART; 
see -ITION. So pa·rtitiVE (gram.) pert. to 
part of a whole. XVI (Whitington, Palsgr.). 
-F. partitif or medL. partitivus. 

partlet1, Partlet pa·.rtlit (proper name for) 
a hen. orig. damoisele Pertelote (XIV, Ch. 
'Nun's Priest's Tale' so), repr. later by dame 
Partlet (Sh.), occurring as a common noun in 
early XVII. - OF. Pertelote, of unkn. origin. 

partlet2 pa·.rtlit neckerchief, ruff. xvr. 
Earlier Sc. and north. tpatelet (xv, Henry
son)- OF. pate!ette, dim. of patte paw, band 
or belt of stuff; see -LET. q The form 
appears to have been assim. to prec. 

partly pii·.rtii in part. XVI. f. PART + -LY2, 
to render L. partim (old ace. sg. of pars PART) 
and express the meaning of in part (XIV) by 
means of an adv. corr. to twholely, WHOLLY. 

partner pa·.rtn;J.r partaker, associate XIV; 
(comm.) XVI; in games XVII; alt. of PAR
CENER by aSSOC. with PART. 

partners pa·.rtng.rz (naut.) framework 
fitted around a hole or scuttle XIII (paute
neres Sandahl). - pl. of OF. pautonier 
servant ( = F. valet); cf. similar use of 
car[ings CARLING1, 2. 



PARTRIDGE 

partridge pa·.1trid3 well-knowngame-bird, 
esp. Perdix cinerea. XIII. ME. partrich, 
north. and Sc. partrick, also per- -OF. 
perdriz, -triz (mod. perdrix), alt. of perdiz 
- L. perdicem, -ix, which is CRom. (exc. 
Rum.), but often in alt. forms, viz. Pr. 
perditz, perlitz, Cat. perdiu, Sp., Pg. perdiz, 
It. pernice, tperdice. tJI The change from 
final -che tJ to -dge d3 is paralleled in know
ledge, sausage, smallage, Greenwich gri·nid3, 
Norwich no·rid3, Woolwich wu·lid3. 

parturient pi'iltjua·ri;mt about to bring 
forth. XVI. - L. parturient, -ens, prp. of 
parturire be in labour, inceptive f. part-, 
pp. stem of parere bring forth; see PARENT, 
-ENT. So parturi"TION. XVII. -late L. 

party1 pa·Jti A. tpart, portion; side in a 
contest, etc. ; company or body of persons; 
person considered in some relation, spec. as 
litigant, etc. xrn ; (now vulgar) individual, 
person XV; body of adherents XVI; detach
ment of troops XVII ; gathering, assembly 
xvm. ME. parti(e)- (O)F. partie part, 
share, side in a contest, contract, etc., litigant 
= Pr., Sp. partida, It. partita :-Rom. 
•partita, sb. use of fern. pp. of L. partfri 
PART, whence also Du. partij, G. partei. 
Some of the Eng. meanings ('military party', 
'political party') are due to later (O)F. parti, 
corr. to Sp. partido, It. partito :- Rom. 
•partitum, n. pp. 

party2 pi'i•Jti tparticoloured, variegated XIV 
(Ch., Gower); (her.) of a shield divided into 
parts of different tinctures xv. - (O)F. parti 
:- L. partitu-s, pp. of partiri divide, PART. 

parvenu pa·Jv;mju one who from obscurity 
has (unexpectedly or undeservedly) attained 
to wealth or position. XIX. F., sb. use of 
pp. of parvenir arrive, reach a position :- L. 
pervenire, f. per PER-1+venire COME. 

parvis pi'i·Jvis court in front of a church, 
church portico. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. parvis, 
tparevis (beside pareis) :- Rom. *paravisu-s, 
for late L. paradisus PARADISE (applied in 
the Middle Ages to the atrium in front of 
St. Peter's, Rome). 

Pasch pask (hist.) Passover; Easter. XII 
(Peterborough Chron., Orm). ME.pasch(e), 
pask(e), also pl. pasches, paskes (esp. Easter
tide). - OF.pasche-s,pasque-s (mod. Paques), 
corr. to Pr. pasca(s), Sp., It. pasqua, Pg. 
pascoa :-Rom. (medL.) pascua, alt. (by 
assim. to piiscuum pasture), of ecclL. pascha 
- Gr. pdskhii- Aram. paskhii, rei. to Heb. 
pesakh PASSOVER; from L. are also OFris., 
OS. pascha (Du. paaschen pl.), Ice!. pdskar 
pl.; north. ME. pask(e), whence pass, pace 
(in PACE EGG) is due to Scand. So paschAL1 

pa·skal. xv. -(O)F.pascal-ecc!L.paschiilis. 

pasha (formerly also pacha) pii·Ja, pre·Ja, 
pafa• Turkish title of officers of high rank. 
XVII. - Turk. pfl§a, perh. identical with 
basha, f. bash head, chief (cf. BASHAW). 

PASSIBLE 

pasque~flower pa·skflaua.I species of ane
mone. XVI. orig. passeflower (Lyte, I 578) 
-F. passe-fleur, f. passer PASS sb. + fleur 
FLOWER; altered to pasque-flower by Gerarde, 
1597, after pasque, PASCH, because 'they 
flower for the most part about Easter'. 

pasquil p:e·skwil lampoon published or 
circulated. XVI. orig. name of the personage 
on whom anonymous lampoons were fa
thered, It. Pasquillo (whence medL. Pasquil
lus), dim. of Pasquino, pop. name of a statue 
in Rome (disinterred rsor) at which Latin 
verses (later satirical) were presented. 

pass1 pas. ME. pas, paas (XIII), var. of PACE1 

which became restricted to the sense 'pas
sage' (as between mountains, across a river), 
pro b. through contact with F. pas (pas d'une 
montagne, pas d'une rh·iere); the sp. was 
infl. by next. 

pass 2 pas intr. (the most general vb. express
ing onward motion); also trans. go by, 
through, or beyond. XIII (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.). - (O)F.passer = Pr.passar, Sp.pasar, 
It. passare :-Rom. *passiire (medL., im
plied in passiiticum transport-money), f. 
passus step, PACE. Hence pa·ssABLE that 
may be passed; that passes muster. xv. 
- (O)F. passable. 

pass8 pas event, issue xv (Caxton) ; act of 
passing; permission to go; lunge, thrust XVI. 
Partly- F. passe, f. passer; partly f. PASS 2• 

passado presa·dou (in fencing) forward 
thrust. XVI (Sh.). alt. of Sp. pasada (cf. Pr. 
passada, It. passata, F. passade); see -ADO. 

passage pre·sid3 action of passing; way by 
which one passes XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); event, 
act (surviving in p. of arms); part of a dis
course or musical composition XVI. - (O)F. 
passage = Pr. passatge (whence Sp. pasage, 
It. passaggio)- Gallo-Rom. *passiiticum, f. 
*passiire ; see PASS 2, -AGE. 

passant pre·sant tpassing, surpassing XIV; 
(her.) walking xv. - (O)F. passant, prp. of 
passer PASS 2

; see -ANT. 

passe pa·sei past one's or its prime. XVIII. 
-F., pp. of passer PASS 2 • 

passenger p~·sind3:J.I ttraveller, wayfarer 
XIV; one who travels in a vessel or vehicle 
XVI. ME. passager- (O)F. passager, sb. use 
of adj. passing, f. passage PASSAGE; see -ER2• 

tjj For the intrusive 11 cf. HARBINGER. 

passe-partout prespi'iltli· master-key XVII; 
plate of cardboard, etc. cut out to receive a 
picture XIX. F., f. passer PASS 2 + partout 
evetyWhere (L. per, tatum). 

passerine p~·s:~rain (ornith.) pert. to the 
Passeres or perchers. xvm (Pennant). f. L. 
passer sparrow+-INE1 • 

passible pre·sibl capable of suffering. XIV 
(Rolle). - (O)F. passible or ChrL. passibilis, 
f. pass-, pp. stem of pati suffer; see PATIENT, 
-IBLE. 
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PASSIM 

passim pre·sim in many or various places. 
XIX. L., here and there, everywhere, f. 
passus spread abroad, scattered :- *padtos, 
f. *pad-, base of pandere spread out (cf. 
EXPAND); cf. paulatim, statim, ·vicissim. 

passion pre·fan suffering of pain (earliest, 
of the sufferings of Jesus Christ) XII; tbeing 
acted upon; powerful affection of the mind 
XIV (Ch.); outburst of anger; amorous feel
ing XVI ; sexual impulse ; strong predilection 
XVII. - (O)F.passion = Pr., Sp., It.passione 
- ChrL. passio (n-) suffering (whence OE. 
passion), affection (rendering Gr. pdthos), 
f. pass-, pp. stem of pati; see PATIENT, -ION. 
So pa·ssionATE 2 prone to anger xv; marked 
by strong emotion XVI. - medL. passiomitus 
(cf. F. passionm!, etc.). passion-flower 
genus Passiflora. XVII. tr. modL. fios pas
sionis ; so named from the comparison of the 
corona to the Crown of Thorns. 

passive pre·siv (gram.) opp. to acti·ve XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); suffering action from without 
xv; (Sc. law) under a liability XVI. - (O)F. 
passij, -ive or L. passivus, -iva (gram. tr. Gr. 
V1TTtos), f. pass-; see PASSION, -IVE. Hence 
passi•VITY. XVII. 

Passover pa·sou:va.r Jewish feast, the lamb 
sacrificed at this, the Paschal Lamb (see 
Exodusxii II, I3; I Cor. v7). XVI (Tindale). 
f. phr.pass over pass without touching (PASS2, 

OVER prep.), rendering Heb. pesakh, f. 
pasakh pass over (cf. PASCH). 

passport p1l"sp5rt authorization to pass 
from a port or leave a country. xv. -F. 
passeport (cf. It. passaporto), f. passer PAss+ 
port PORT1 • 

past past that is gone or has passed away, 
ago XIV (Cursor M.); (gram.) preterite XVI; 
sb. the p. (F. le passe) XVI; one's p. XIX. ME. 
passed, past ; arising out of the perfect tense 
of resultant condition of the vb. PASS 2 formed 
with the vb. 'to be', e.g. the daies ben (i-) 
passed / (i)past, corr. to OF. les jors sont 
passes. Hence as prep. beyond in time or 
place XIII ; arising from such construction 
as 'The day is short and it is passed pryme', 
'It was passed 8 of the clokke the space of 
2 degrees' (Ch.); whence ellipt. as adv. 
XIX (e.g. to go past). 

paste peist flour moistened and kneaded 
XIV (PPI., Gower); mixture of flour and 
water used as a glue XVI ; applied to various 
other mixtures XVII. - 0 F. paste (mod. pate) 
= Pr., Sp., It. pasta :-late L. pasta small 
square piece of a medicinal preparation 
(Marcellus Empiricus, c.4oo)- Gr. pdste, 
pl. pastd, pastai barley porridge, sb. uses of 
past6s sprinkled, f. pdssein sprinkle. Hence 
paste vb. xvr. pa·steBOARD material made 
by pasting sheets of paper together XVI; for 
*pasted board; cf. the recorded tpasted 
paper (xvi). pastv1 pei·sti. XVII. 

pastel1 pre·stal woad. XVI. -F. pastel- Pr. 
pastel, dim. of pasta PASTE; the leaves of 
woad are made into a paste for pigment. 

PASTY 

pastel2 pre·stal dry paste used for crayon 
XVII (Evelyn); drawing in this XIX. -F. 
pastel, or its source It. pastello; see prec. 

pastern pre·stam ttether or hobble for a 
horse XIV; part of a horse's foot between 
fetlock and hoof XVI. ME. pastron- OF. 
pasturon (mod. paturon), f. pasture (dial. 
p&ture) hobble, alt. by change of suffix of 
*pastoire (corr. to It. pastoia shackle for 
sheep when being sheared)- medL. pasti5ria, 
-orium, sb. uses of fern. and n. of L. pastorius 
pert. to a shepherd, f. pastor PASTOR. 

pasteurize pre·staraiz sterilize by the 
method devised by the F. scientist Louis 
Pasteur (ISzz-95); see -IZE. XIX. 

pasticcio presti·tfiou hotchpotch, pot
pourri; work of art made up of fragments 
of an original. XVIII. - It. pasticcio pie, 
pasty, etc. ~" OF. pastiz, Pr. pastitz pasty 
:-Rom. *pasticiu-s, f. late L. pasta PASTE. 
So pastiche presti·f. XIX. -F.- It. 

pastille pre· stil roll of aromatic paste ; 
troche, lozenge. XVII. -F. pastille- L. pas
tillus little loaf or roll, lozenge, dim. of 
*pasnis, panis loaf; or, dim. of pasta PASTE. 
Sp. pastilla. 

pastime pa·staim diversion serving to pass 
the time. xv (Caxton). f. PAss"+nME, ren
dering F. passe-temps, f. passe, imper. of 
passer+ temps time. 'lJ The F. word is directly 
repr. by Sc. tpastance XVI. 

past-master pa·stma·st::J.r A. one who has 
filled the office of master in a guild, etc. 
XVIII ; B. one who is proficient in a subject 
XIX. In sense A, f. PAST; in B var. of passed 
master (xvi), f. phr. pass master graduate as 
a master in a faculty (cf. tpass-master XVI 
as sb. in this sense). 

pastor pa·sta.I tshepherd; shepherd of 
souls. XIV (PPI.). -AN., OF. pastour (mod. 
pasteur), ace. ofpastre (mod.patre shepherd) 
:- L. piistorem, pastor (cf. Pr. pastre, Sp. 
pastor, It. pastore, Rum. pastor), f. *pas-, 
extended form of *pa- in pas cere feed, graze ; 
see -TOR. So pa·storAL1 pert. to shepherds 
xv; pert. to a spiritual pastor XVI. - L. past6-
ralis; cf. (O)F. pastoral, etc.; sb. pastoral 
play or poem XVI. pa•storATE1 XVIII. 

pastry pei·stri (coli.) articles of food made 
of flour. XVI. f. PASTE, after OF. pastaierie, 
f. pastaier pastrycook; see -RY. 

pasture pa·stfa.I growing grass for cattle 
XIII (Cursor M.); tfeeding, food XIV. -OF. 
pasture (mod. pature) = Pr., Sp., It. pastura 
:-late L. piistilra (Palladius), f. pp. stem of 
piiscere feed, pasture (cf. PABULUM). So 
pa·sture vb. XIV (Gower). -OF. pasturer 
(mod. paturer). pa·sturAGE. XVI. -OF. 

pasty pre·sti, pei·sti meat pie. XIII (Havelok). 
ME.paste(e)- OF.pastee,paste(mod.patee, 
pate) :- medL. *pastata, -tatum, f. late L. 
pasta PASTE; cf. MDu.pastei(d)e(Du. pastei), 
MHG. pastete, -ede (G. pastete); see -Y6• 
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PAT 
pat pret A. (dial.) stroke, blow xrv; gentle 

stroke or tap xrx; B. sound made by patting 
XVII; C. small mass shaped by patting XV!! I. 
imit., like (dial.) bat, of similar date; not 
evidenced XV-XVI and app. re-formed XVII 
from pat vb. strike XVI, tap or beat lightly 
XVII. Hence pat adv. 'with a fitting stroke', 
aptly, opportlUlely; first in phr. hit pat. 

patagium pret;:~d3ai·;:~m (anat.) fold of skin. 
XIX. medL. use of L. patagium gold edging 
of a tunic - Gr. patagefon. 

Patavinity pret;Jvi·niti characteristics of 
the dialect of Patavia (mod. Padua) in Gallia 
Cisalpina as seen in the Roman historian 
Livy. XVII. - L. patavinitas; see -INE\ -ITY. 
f1[ Also occas. termed tPaduanism (XVI). 

patch1 pretf piece of cloth, etc. used to 
mend a hole, etc. XIV (Wycl. Bible); various 
transf. uses XVI. Late ME. pacche, patche, 
perh. var. of peche (AncrR.)- AN. *peche, 
OF. pieche, dial. var. of piece PIECE; for the 
vocalism cf. CRATCH, MATCH 2• Hence vb. XV. 

patch2 pretf fool, dolt. xvr. Alleged nick
name of Cardinal Wolsey's domestic fool; 
perh. surviving dial. and colloq. as in cross 
patch ill-tempered person. 

patchouli pre·tfuli, p;:~tfii·li odoriferous 
plant (Pogostemon), perfume prepared from 
it. XIX. - Hind. pacholi, referred by some 
to Tamil pach, pachai- green, ilai leaf. 

pate peit head. XIV. Of unkn. origin. 

pate pate pie, PASTY. XVIII. F.; cf. PATTY. 

patella p;Jte·b (anat.) knee-pan, knee-cap. 
XVII. - L. patella, dim. of patina; see 
next. 

paten pre·t;Jn round shallow dish for the 
Bread at the Eucharist. XIII (Havelok). 
ME. pateyne, patyn- A~. *pateine, (O)F. 
pat?me or L. patina, -ena shallow dish or 
cooking-pan- Gr. patdne plate, dish, rei. to 
petannunai display, open, petalon PETAL. 

patent pei·t;Jnt, pre·t<mt A. in letters p., for
merly also letters p-s, open letter from an 
authority recording, enjoining, or conferring 
something XIV ; conferred by these XVI ; pro
tected by letters patent, as an invention 
XVIII; B. (gen.) open, manifest XVI. In A 
- (O)F. patent, -ente- L. patent-, patens, 
prp. of patere lie open (see FATHOM); orig. 
- (O)F. lettres patentes, medL. litterre 
patentes; in B, directly - L. Hence as sb., 
by ellipsis of letters XIV ; so AN. patente, 
AL. patens. 

pater pre·t;:~.l A. short for PATERNOSTER (cf. 
PATTER1) XIV; B. (colloq.) pei-t;:J.l FATHER 
XVIII. L. 

paterfamilias pei:t;:J.Jf;Jmi·lires male head of 
a family or household. xv (Lydg.). L., f. 
pater FATHER+arch. g. of familia FAMILY. 

PATONCE 
paternal p;Jt;:l·m;:Jl fatherly; derived from 

one's father. XVII. -late L. paterniilis, f. 
L. jJaternus, f. pater FATHER; see -AL1 and 
cf. (O)F. paternel, etc. So pate·rniTY. xv. 
- (O)F. or late L. 

paternoster pei-t;:J.l-, pret;J.Ina·st;:J.l the 
Lord's Prayer OE. ; rosary, or a bead of this 
XIII ; form of words used as a charm XIV 
(Ch.). - L. pater noster our Father, the first 
words of the Lord's Prayer in Latin, whence 
OF. pater-, patrenostre (mod. patenotre). 

path pap way beaten or trodden by the feet; 
way, course. OE. prep = OFris. path, pad, 
OLG. (Du.) pad, OHG. phad (G. pjad) :
WGerm. *papa. Hence pa·thwAY. XVI 
(Tindale). f1[ The cant var. pad (xvi), prob. 
- LG. pad, as in squire or gentleman of the 
pad (hence highpad, and simply pad) high
wayman, survives in FOOTPAD. 

pathetic p;Jpe·tik pert. to (esp. arousing) 
the emotions. XVI (earlier -ical, G. Harvey). 
-F. pathetique -late L. patheticus- Gr. 
pathetik6s sensitive, f. pathet6s liable to 
suffer, f. pathe- of pdthos; see next, -IC. 

patho- pre·pou, p;Jpo· repr. comb. form of 
Gr. pdthos PATHOS, in modL. formations 
on Gr. types; patho·LOGY study of disease 
XVII (Cotgr.)- F. or modL.; so patho
lo·giCAL (Boyle), -o·logist (Charleton). 

pathos pei·pos, pre·pos quality in speech, 
etc. exciting pity or sadness. xvn (Dryden ; 
earlier in Gr. letters and in sense 'pathetic 
expression'). -Gr. pdthos, rel. to pdskhein 
suffer, penthos grief. 

-pathy p;Jpi terminal el. of ALLOPATHY, 
HOMCEOPATHY, extended in the sense 'method 
of cure', e.g. in electropathy, hydropathy. 

patience pei· J;Jns endurance with calmness. 
XIII (AncrR.; earliest form with pac-). 
- (O)F. patience, tpacience corr. to It. 
pazienza, etc.- L. patientia, f. patient-, -ens, 
prp. of pati suffer. So pa·tiENT suffering 
or enduring without complaint XIV; capable 
ojxvii. - (O)F.- L.; as sb. tsufferer (PP!.); 
one under medical treatment (Ch.). 

patina pre·tin;J film produced by alteration 
of the surface of bronze, marble, etc. XVIII. 
-It. patina (whence F. patine)- L. patina 
dish (cf. PATEN). 

patois pre· twa local dialect, spec. of France 
or French Switzerland; hence gen. XVII 
(withjargon, SirT. Browne). - (O)F.patois 
'rough speech', perh. f. OF. patoier handle 
roughly, trample, f. patte paw ( = Sp., Pg. 
pata), of unkn. origin. Cf. PATROL. 

patonce p<~to·ns (her.) of a cross with the 
arms expanded+. XVI. per h. alt. of potence 
(XVI) having crutch heads (f. potent crutch, 
var. of potence crutch- F. potence- L. 
potentia POTENCY. 
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PATRIARCH 

patriarch pei·triiilk chief of a family or 
tribe XII ; bishop of certain pre-eminent sees 
XIII (RGlouc., Havelok); father of an institu
tion XVI; venerable old man XIX. - (O)F. 
patriarche- ecclL. patriarcha- Gr. patri
drkhes head of a family, f. patrid family, clan 
(f. pater FATHER)+-arkhes ruler (see -ARCH). 
Sopatriar·chAL1. xvr. -late L. patria·rch
ATE1. XVII. pa·triARCHY3 tpatriarchate XVI; 
patriarchal government XVII. - medL. 

patrician patri·J;Jn noble in ancient Rome 
or the later Roman Empire xv; nobleman, 
aristocrat XVII. - (O)F. patricien, f. L. 
patricius, sb. use of adj. 'of a noble father', 
f. patr-, pater FATHER; see -IAN. 

patrico pae·trikou (cant) parson, hedge
priest. XVI. prob. reduced form of earlier 
patryng cove, i.e. pattering, ppl. adj. of 
PATTER\ COVE 2, quasi 'praying fellow' (cf. 
teo lad, youth XVI-XVII). 

patrimony pae·trim;Jni property inherited 
from ancestors. XIV (patrimoyne). - (O)F. 
patrimoine- L. patrimonium, f. patri-, pater 
FATHER+-monium -MONY; later conformed 
to L. 

patriot pei-tri;Jt, pae·tri;Jt tcompatriot XVI ; 
(orig., as in F., with commendatory adj.) 
one whose ruling passion is the love of his 
country XVII (Jonson). - F.patriote-late L. 
patriota- Gr. patri6tes, f. pdtrios of one's 
fathers, patris fatherland, sb. use of adj. 
ancestral, f. patr-, patifr FA THEil.; see -OT. 
~ The word fell into disrepute in XVIII, when 
the present use (for 'good patriot') became 
frequent in F.; cf. J.'s definition, 'ironically 
for a factious disturber of the government'. 
So patriotic -v·tik. XVII. - late L. - Gr. 
patriotik6;. pa·triotiSM. xvm. 

Patripassian paetripae·si::m one who holds 
that the Father suffered with, in, or through 
the Son. XVI. - ecclL. patripassitinus (Isi
dore), f. patri-, pater FATHER+Passus having 
suffered; see PASSION, -IAN, and cf. F. patri
passien. 

patristic p;Jtri·stik pert. to the Fathers of 
the Church. XIX. -G. patristisch, f. L. patr-, 
pater FATHER; see -ISTIC. 

patrol p;:,trou·l going the rounds of a camp, 
etc. ; person or body that does this. XVII. 
- G. patrolle, -ouille - F. patrouille, f . . Pa
trouiller (whence ult. patrol vb. xvn), alt. 
of patouiller paddle about in mud (cf. OF. 
patoier), f. patte paw, foot, with ending 
from dial. gadrouille mud, dirty water. 
~ Of Eur. range, through adoption from F. 

patron pei·tr;:,n, pae·tr;Jn holder of an ad
vowson; tutelary saint; protector, upholder 
XIV; (in various uses repr. Rom. ones) 
tcaptain or master of a galley, etc. xv. 
- (O)F. patron, carr. to Pr. padron, Sp. 
patron, It. padrone- L. patronus protector 
of clients, advocate, defender; (colloq.) 
affectionate term of address, f. patr-, pater 
FATHER+-onus, var. of -o(n-). See also 

PAUNCH 

PATTERN. So patrOnAGE pae·tr;:,nid3. XV. 
- (O)F. patronage; cf. medL. patrontiti
cum, -tigium. patronAL1 patrou·nal, pei·-, 
pae•tr;Jn;:,l. XVII. -F. or L. pa·tronESS1. xv. 
pa ·tronrzE paet- act towards as a patron. 
XVI. - tF. or medL. 

patronymic paetr;:,ni·mik derived, or form
ing a derivative, from the name of a father 
or ancestor. XVII. -late L. patronymicus 
(Priscian)- Gr. patronumik6s, f. patr6numos 
named from the father, f.patr-,patdr FATHER 
+6numa, 6noma NAME; see -rc. 

patroon patru·n A. tpatron (in . various 
senses) XVII; B. U.S. possessor of land and 
manorial rights granted by the Du. govern
ments of New York and New Jersey to the 
Du. W. India Company XVIII. In A var. of 
PATRON after certain Rom. forms; in B 
- Du. patroon. See -OON. 

pattamar pae·t;:,miiJ tcourier XVI; Indian 
dispatch-boat XVIII. - Pg. patamar- Marathi 
pattanuiri, f. patta tidings+-mari carrier. 

pattee, patee pae·tei, pre·ti (her.) of a cross 
the arms of which widen out from the centre 
~~. xv. -F. patte(e), f. patte paw, of unkn. 
origin ; see -y5. 

patten pae·t(;:,)n wooden shoe, thick-soled 
shoe. XIV. - (O)F. patin (whence Sp. patin, 
It. pattino), f.patte paw, foot (see prec.)+-in 
(repr. L. -fnu-s -I:-:E1). 

patter1 pae·t;:,J repeat the paternoster or 
other prayers, etc. rapidly or glibly XIV; talk 
rapidly or fluently, esp. in a set formula or 
in a language not generally understood xv. 
f. PATER A. Hence patter sb. thieves' or 
beggars' cant, cheap-jack's talk XVIII. 

patter2 pae·tvl make a rapid succession of 
taps or light strokes XVII; run with rapid 
short steps XIX. frequent. f. PAT vb. + -ER'. 

pattern pae•t;)ln object serving as a model 
or specimen XIV (Ch.); decorative design 
XVI. ME. patron- (O)F. patron PATRON, 
model, pattern. ~ The development of 
sense is from the notion of a patron giving 
an example to be copied. The change from 
pae·tmn (still Sc.) to pre·t;:,m is evidenced in 
XVI; cf. dial. apern (apron), childern. 

patty pre·ti little pie or pasty. XVIII. alt. of 
P.hF: by assoc. with PASTY. 

paucity p5·siti fewness, scantiness. xv. 
-F. paucite or L. paucittis, f. paucus; see 
FEW, -ITY. 

paulo-post-future p5·lou poust fjutf;}J 
(gram.) future perfect. XIX. - modL. paulo 
post futurum (Lascaris, 1494) 'the future by 
a little after', tr. Gr. o p.<r' oMyov p.l>.>.wv 'the 
future after a little'. 

paunch1 p5n1J belly, stomach. xrv (Barbour, 
Ch., PPI. Gower). -AN. pa(u)nche, ONF. 
panche, var. of OF. pance (mod. panse) = 

Pr. pansa, Sp. panza, It. pancia, Rum. 
ptntece :- CRom. "'pantice, L.pantic-,pantex 
(esp. pl.) bowels, intestines. 
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PAUNCH 

paunch2 p5ntJ, pantf (naut.) thick mat or 
wooden shield to prevent chafing. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). prob. identical with prec. 
through the use of OF. pance for belly 
armour. 

pauper p5·p;JJ: destitute person (in strict 
legal use, one who was allowed to sue in a 
court of law in forma pauperis 'in the charac
ter of a poor man', i.e. without paying costs). 
XVI. - L. pauper poor (see FEW). 

pause p5z act of ceasing for a (short) time, 
stop or break in speech, etc. xv (Promp. 
Parv.; mus.- It. pausa). - (O)F. pause or 
L. pausa- Gr. pausis, f. pauein stop, cease. 
So pause vb. XVI. - F.pauser or L.pausare. 

pavan pae·v;Jn stately dance in elaborate 
costume. XVI. -F. ·pavane- Sp. pavana, 
poss. f. pavon :- L. pavo(n-) PEAcocK, with 
allusion to the ostentatious behaviour of the 
bird. 

pave peiv lay a street, floor, etc. with stones, 
etc. xrv. - (O)F. pave1·, prob. back-forma
tion from tPavement (whence pa·veMENT 
XIII) = Pr. pavamen, etc. (Rum. pamznt 
earth, world) - L. pavimentum beaten or 
rammed floor, f. pavire beat down, ram. So 
paviour pei·vi;JJ:, xv. Earlier pavier, alt. 
(see -IER1) of paver- (O)F. paveur; see 
-OUR\ -IER1• 

pavilion p;Jvi·!j;Jn (large peaked) tent XIII; 
projecting subdivision of a building or 
fac;ade; building of light construction for 
pleasure or amusement XVII. - (O)F. pavil
ion tent, canopy :- L. papilio(n-) butterfly, 
tent (as being likened to a butterfly's wings). 

pavis pae·vis large (convex) shield. XIV. 
Late ME. pa·veis- OF. *paveis, pavais (now 
pavois) - It. pavese (whence also Sp. paves) 
- medL. pavense (sc. scl7tum shield), f. Pavia 
name of a town in Italy where such shields 
were orig. made. IJ[ Revived by Southey 
and Scott after long desuetude. 

pavonine pae·von;Jin pert. to a peacock. 
XVII. - L. ptivoninus, f. paw(n-) PEACOCK j 
see -INE1• 

paw p5 foot of a beast having claws or nails. 
XIII. ME. powe, pazce - OF. powe, poue, 
poe = Pr. pauta, Cat. pota :-Rom. *pauta
Germ. *pauta, repr. by MDu. pi5te (whence 
G. pfote), Du. poot. Hence paw vb. XVII. 

PEACEABLE 

ped-, pes FOOT. Cf. PEON. IJ[ Th" use goes 
back toPers. piytidah, f. pai FOOT. 

pawn• p5n pledge, surety xv; state of being 
pledged XVI. -OF. pan, also pand, pant 
pledge, security, plunder :- WGerm. 
*panda (Ice!. pantr is from LG.), repr. by 
OFris. pand, OS., MDu. pant (Du. pand), 
OHG. pfant (G. pfand); the Germ. word 
has been derived by some from OF. pan :
L. pannus piece of cloth. Hence vb. XVI. 

paxwax pae·kswaeks tendon joining spine 
and occiput. xv (Promp. Parv. ; also pixzvex 
XVI). alt. of earlier fax wax, fex wex (XIV), 
also fix-fax (xv), which survived in dial. 
fic-fac, fig-fag; presumably f. fax (OE. feax 
hair of the head+ *weaxe growth (see wAX 2). 

IJ[ A further alt. is taxwax (taxyzvaxy) XVIII. 
There are several similar synon. forms in the 
Germ. langs., but their relationship is ob
scure: OE. weald weaxe, OFris. walduwaxe, 
OHG. waltowahso, Upper G. waldwachs, 
with var. MG., LG. wildwachs; MLG. haer
wachs, G. haarwachs (for the use of 'hair' 
for tendon cf. Du. geel haar 'yellow hair'). 

pay1 pei A. tpacify, please XII; give what 
is due in discharge of an obligation XIII ; 
render (something due or exacted) XIV. 
B. (naut.) let out (rope); cause to fall, fall, 
to leeward XVII. - (O)F. payer = Pr., Sp. 
pagar, It. pagare :- L. piictire appease, 
pacify, medL. pay, f. pac-, ptix PEACE; the 
sense 'pay' was developed through that of 
pacifying a creditor. So pay sb. XIII. 
(O)F. paie, f. the vb. Hence pay·MENT. 
XIV. - (O)F. paiement= Pr. pagamen, etc. 

pay2 pei (naut.) smear with pitch, etc. XVII. 
-OF. peier = Pr., Sp. pegar :- L. picare, 
f. pic-, pix PITCH. 

paynim pei·nim fpagan countries, heathen
dom XIII; (arch.) pagan, heathen XIV. ME. 
painim(e)- OF. pai(e)nime :- ecciL. paga
nismu-s heathenism, f. ptigdnus PAGA::-1; see 
-IS~I. 

pea1 pi (round seed of) the plant Pisum 
sativum. xvn. Evolved as if a sg. from 
PEASE apprehended as a pl. ( cf. as like as tzvo 
pease). 

pea 2 pi sliding weight of a steelyard, etc. 
XVIII. Evolved as if a sg. from a supposed 
pl. pease, pe(i)se, weight, clock weight, ME. 
peis- OF. peis (mod. poids) (cf. POISE). 

pawky p5·ki (Sc.) sly, humorously tricky. pea3 pi peak or bill of the fluke of an anchor. 
XVII. f.pawk (XVI, G. Douglas) trick, cunning XIX. app. naut. pronunc. of PEAK1• 

device, of unkn. origin+-vr. peace pis freedom from war, disturbance, 
pawl p5l (naut.) bar to prevent a capstan, or dissension XII (Peterborough Chron.); 

etc. from recoiling. xvrr (Capt. Smith). quiet, stillness, concord XIII (AncrR.). ME. 
poss.- LG., Du. pal rei. to adj. pal im- pais, pes- AN. pes, OF. pais (mod. paix) = 
mobile, fixed, of unkn. origin. Pr. patz, Sp. paz, It., Rum. pace :- L. 

pawn1 p5n piece of the smallest value in pace-m, nom. pax peace (cf. PACT, APPEASE). 
chess. XIV (Ch.). Late ME. poun _AN. Hence pea·cemaker. xv; tr. L. pacificus 
poun, OF. poon, paon, peon, earlier pehon, PACIFIC. IJ[ For the sp. -ce cf. ADVICE. 
pedon pawn = Pr. pezo, Sp. peon footman, peaceable pi·s;Jbl disposed to peace, 
pawn, It. pedone footman (fern. pedona fpeaceful. XIV (R. Mannyng, Rolle). ME. 
pawn) :- medL. pedo(n-) foot-soldier, f. peisible, pesible- OF. peisible (mod. paisible), 
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PEACH 

with var. tplaisible, corr. to Pr. pazible, Cat. 
pahible, Sp. apacible meek, quiet, pleasant, 
aplacible pleasing, Pg. aprazivel, It.piacevole 
agreeable (dial. pazaivel, plazeul) :- late L. 
placibilis pleasing, f. placere PLEASE+ -ibilis 
-IBLE. fj[ In F. and other Rom.langs. assoc. 
with and conformed to L. piix PEACE, and in 
Eng. to adjs. in -ABLE (see -BLE for the active 
meaning). 

peach1 pitf (fruit of) the tree Amygdalus 
persica. XIV. ME. peche- OF. peche, 
earlier pesche (mod. peche) = Pr. persega, It. 
pesca, Rum. piersecii (cf. Sp. prisco, Pg. 
pecego) :- medL. persica (pessica), for L. 
persicum (whence OE. persoc, Du. perzik, 
G. pfirsti:h), for Persicum mii[um 'Persian 
apple'; see PERSIA:>!. 

peach 2 pitJ tim peach xv; tinform against; 
turn informer XVI. Aphetic of appeach, ME. 
appeche-AN. *apecher, for OF. empecher 
IMPEACH. 

peacock pi·k;)k male bird of species of 
Pavo. XIV (PP!., Ch.). ME. pecok, f. *pe 
(OE. pea:- *pau)+cocK sb. The ME. var. 
pocok, north. pacok, is based on ME. po, pii 
:- OE. piiwa; both OE. forms are - L. piivo, 
whence also MLG. piiwe (Du. pauw), OHG. 
phiiwo (G. pfau). fj[ The source of the sur
names Poe, Pay, Pocock, Pe(a)cock. So 
pea·HEN. XIV. ME.pehenne, besidepohemze. 

pea-jacket pi·d3re:kit short stout overcoat. 
XVIII (first in Amer. sources). prob. (with 
assim. to JACKET)- Du. pi]jakker, f. pif, 
MDu. pie (whence tpee man's coat of coarse 
stuff xv-xvn)+fekker jacket. 

peak1 pik pointed extremity; projecting 
part of the brim of a cap XVI ; pointed top of a 
mountain. XVII. pro b. back-fommtion from 
peaked (peked xv), var. of (dial.) picked 
pointed, f. PICK1 +-En 2• In the earliest exx. 
of the last sense, rendering or repr. Sp., Pg. 
pico and superseding tpike (XVI), which is 
itself from Sp. and Pg., and, like tpic (XVII 
-F. pic), applied esp. or orig. to the Peak of 
Teneriffe. Cf. APEAK. 

peak• pik tfall, tumble; tshrink, slink, 
sneak; look sickly or emaciated (p. and pine, 
Sh. 'Macbeth' I iii 23). Of uncertain status 
and identity; the following appear to be 
cogn. in form and meaning : tpeak dolt 
(Skelton), tpeak-goose poor creature (XVI), 
peaking sneaking (Sh.), sickly (XVII), peakish, 
slothful, dispirited, silly (xvi). 

Peak pik hilly district in NW. Derbyshire. 
OE. Peac in Peaclond, perh. rei. to Puca 
PucK, as is suggested by the name Peak's 
Arse (OE. *Peaces rers, in Domesday Book 
Pechesers) for the Peak Cavern, known also 
as Devil's Arse at Peak; cf. other place
names, as OE. Peacesdel, Pechesdon (Domes
day) Pegsdon, Bedfordshire. 

peal' pil tappeal, summons XIV (PP!.); 
ringing of a bell or bells, esp. as a summons; 
loud volley of sound XVI ; set or ring of bells 

PEBBLE 
XVIII. Late ME. pele, aphetic of apele, 
APPEAL sb. Hence vb. XVII (Milton). 

peal' pil young or small salmon. XVI. First 
in salmon pele, of unkn. origin. 

pear pe;u (fruit of) species of Pyrus, esp. P. 
communis. OE. pere, peru, corr. to MLG., 
MDu.pere (Du.peer)-popL. *pira, whence 
(O)F. poire, Pr., Sp., It. pera, Rum. pard), 
fern. sg. rep!. L. pirum, of alien and unkn. 
origin (cf. Gr. dpion pear). 

pearl p;}Jl globular or oval gem formed 
within the shell of a bivalve mollusc XIV; 
size of printing type between agate and dia
mond XVII. ME. perle- (O)F. perle = Pr., 
Sp., It. perla :-Rom. *perla, prob. for *per
nula, dim. ofL. perna leg, ham, leg-of-mutton 
shaped bivalve (cf. It. dial. perna pearl, It. 
pernocchia pearl-oyster). fj[ The Rom. word 
is also the source of OE. prerl, OHG. perala, 
berla (G. perle), MDu. parele (Du. paarl). 
HencepearlED2• XIV (Gower); after F. perU. 
pea·rLY1 • XV. 

pearmain pE;}"Jmein variety of tpear xv, 
of apple XVI. Late ME. par-, permayn- OF. 
par-, permain kind of pear (mod. Norman 
permaine kind of apple is from Eng.), prob. 
-Rom. *Parmanus (rep!. L. Parmensis) of 
Parma, It. town and province (cf. PARMESAN). 

peasant pe·z(;))nt one who lives in the 
country and works on the land. xv. -AN. 
paisant, OF. paisant, paisent (mod. paysan), 
refash. (after -ant) of earlier paisenc, f. pais 
(mod. pays) country ( = Pr. paes, It. paese) 
:-Rom. *piigensis, f. piigus country district 
(cf. PAGAN)+Germ. *-iyg-, denoting origin. 
Hence pea·santRY. XVI. 

pease piz (arch. or dial.) pea plant or its 
seed. OE. pise, pl. pi san -late L. pisa, pl. 
pisre, for earlier pisum, pl. pisa- Gr. pison, 
pl. pisa. ME. pese, pl. pesen, survive as arch. 
and dial. pease, peas on; see also PEA 1• 

peat pit piece of the vegetable substance of 
which bogs or mosses consist. XIV. - AL. 
peta (xn), also in petamora 'peat-moor', 
petaria, -er(i)a peat-bog, perh. f. the Celtic 
base *pett-, which is prob. the ult. source 
of PIECE. 

peavey pi·vi lumberer's hook. XIX. f. sur
name of the inventor. 

pebble pe·bl small rounded stone. Late 
OE. (i) papel, popel (found only in comb. 
with stan STONE), surviving in dial. popple 
and in the place-names Popplewick (Notts), 
Poppleford (Derby), Poppleton (Yorks); (ii) 
pyppel in pyppelripig pebble-stream, sur
viving in W. midi. pipple; a var. of the latter 
with b, "'pybbel, is repr. by s.w. tpuble 
(xiii-XIV), mid!. tpibbil (xiv), later tpible, 
pibble, of which pebble may be a var. with 
lowered vowel, unless its ult. origin is to be 
seen in the dubious OE.local name prebbeles 
hol. 
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PECCABLE 

peccable pe·bbl liable to sin. XVII. -F. 
peccable - med. L. pecctibilis, f. pecctire sin; 
see -ABLE. So peccadillo pek;Jdi·lou venial 
or trifling offence. XVI. - Sp. pecadillo, dim. 
of pecado (= F. pecluf, etc.)- L. pecctitum, 
sb. use of n. pp. of pecctire. So pe·ccANT 
sinning; (med.) morbid XVII; partly after 
(O)F.peccant. peccavi pekei·vai. XVI. L., 
'I have sinned', rst sg. pt. of pecctire. 

peccary pe·k;Jri Central and S. Amer. 
quadruped allied to the swine. XVII (pakeera, 
pec(c)ary). -Carib (of Guiana and Venezuela) 
pakira. 

peck1 pek i bushel. XIII. ME. pek- AN. 
pek (whence AL. pecca, peccum XIII), of 
unkn. origin, perh. containing the same base 
as F. picotin measure of oats. 

peck2 pek strike or take food with the beak 
xrv (Ch., Trevisa, Wycl. Bible); strike with 
pointed tool XVI. prob. - MLG. pekken 
peck with the beak; ult. source unkn. 

pecten pe·kten comb-like structure. XVIII. 
- L. pecten (-in-) comb, wool-card, pubic 
hair, rei. to pectere, Gr. pektezn, pekein comb, 
pekos fleece, Lith. pesu I pull by the hair, 
OE. feax, OHG. fahs hair. So pe·ctinATE0 

formed like a comb. XVIII. - L. 

pectic pe·ktik (chem.) p. acid, gelatinous 
substance forming a constituent of fruit 
jellies. XIX. - Gr. pektik6s, f. pekt6s con
gealed, f. *peg- in pegnuein made firm or 
solid; see -rc. Also pe·ctiN, pe·ctosE 2• 

pectoral pe·kt;Jr;Jl pert. to the breast or 
chest XVI; sb. object worn on the breast XV; 
medicine for affections of the chest XVII. 
- (O)F. pectoral- L. pectoralis (-tile breast
plate), f. pector-, pectus breast, chest. 

peculation pekjulei·J;Jn wrongful appro
priation of property. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. pecultiri, rei. to peczllium ; see next and 
-ATION. 

peculiar pikjii•!i;J.r that is one's own xv; 
individual, particular XVI; uncommon, odd 
XVII; sb. parish or church independent of 
the jurisdiction of the ordinary xvr. - L. 
peculitiris not held in common with others, 
f. peculium property in cattle, private pro
perty, f. pecu cattle, money (cf. next), rei. to 
Vedic pdfu, OE. feoh live stock, property, 
OFris.fia, OS., OHG.jehu (G. vieh), ON.je, 
Goth. faihu; f. IE. base *peku-. See -AR. 
Hence peculiariTY -re·riti. XVII. 

pecuniary pikju·ni;Jri pert. to money. XVI. 
- L. pecunitirius, f. pecunia money, orig. 
'riches in cattle', f. pecu; see prec. and -ARY. 
So pecu·nrous moneyed (xrv; rare), now 
repr. by IMPECUNIOUS. - L. pecuniosus. 

pedagogue pe·dag;>g instructor of youth. 
XIV (Trevisa). - L.pa:dagogus- Gr.paidago
g6s slave who took a boy to and from school, 
f. paid-, pats boy (cf. PAEDo-)+agog6s lead
ing, dgein lead (see ACT). So pe·dagogy3 

-gngi,-gnd3i. XVI, pedago·grc. xvn; after F. 

PEDIMENT 

pedal1 pe·dal lever worked by the foot. 
xvn. -F. pedale- It. pedale foot-stalk, 
tree-trunk (pedale d'organo organ pedal) :
L. pedtilis, f. ped-, pes FOOT; see -AL1 • 

pedal" pe·dal lower and thicker part of 
straw of Italian production. XIX. -It. 
pedale; see prec. 

pedant pe·d;Jnt tschoolmaster XVI (Sh.); 
person who overrates book-learning XVI. 
-F. pedant- It. pedante, of obscure origin; 
the first el. is presumably that of PEDAGOGUE, 
to which has been added the prp. ending 
-ante, -ANT. In XVI-XVII also tpedanti(e), -ee, 
direct from It. Hence peda·ntrc pidre·ntik. 
XVII; corr. to F. pedantesque, It. pedantesco; 
-ICAL XVI (Sh.). pe·dantRY. XVII; after F. 
pedanterie or It.pedanteria (used by Sidney). 

peddle pe·dl A. follow the occupation of a 
pedlar XVI; B. busy oneself with trifles XVI. 
First recorded in peddling; in A back
formation from peddler, PEDLAR; in B prob. 
var. of PIDDLE by assoc. in form and sense 
with A. 

pedestal pe·dist;>l base supporting a column, 
etc. -F. piedestal (tpied d'estal)- It. piede
stallo, i.e. pie FOOT, di of, stallo STALL; the 
first syll. was conformed to L.ped-,pes FOOT. 

pedestrian pide·stri;>n going on foot; pro
saic, uninspired; also sb. XVIII. f. F. pedestre 
or its source L. pedester, -tr- going on foot, 
(after Gr. 1T<~os) written in prose :- *pedit
tris, f. *pedit-, f. ped-, pes FOOT+ *-ter-; see 
-IAN. Earlier tpede·strrAL, tpede·strrous. 
XVII. 

pediatrician pe:diatri·J;Jn one concerned 
with the health of children. xx. f. Gr. paid-, 
pats child+iatr6s physician+-ICIAN. So 
pedia·triST. 

pedicel pe·disel (bot.) small stalk of a plant. 
XVII. - modL. pedicellus, f. L. pediculus 
(whence pe·dicLE xv), dim. of ped-, pes 
FOOT. 

pedicure pe·dikju;J.r one whose business is 
the surgical treatment of the feet (also 
pe·dicurrsT); the treatment. xrx. -F. 
pedicure, f. L. ped-, pes FOOT+curtire CURE. 

pedigree pe·digri genealogy in tabular 
form; one's line of ancestors; family descent. 
xv(pedegru, -gre,petegreu, -gree). -AN. *pe 
de gru = OF. *pie de grue crane's foot, i.e. 
pie (mod. pied :- L. pedem, pes FOOT), de of, 
gru crane (:- L. gru-s); so called from the 
mark II\ used to denote succession in a 
genealogical tree ; later forms show assim. 
to degree. 

pediluvium pediJiu·viam foot-bath. xvn. 
modL., f. L. ped-, pes FOOT+-luvium wash
ing, f. luere wash (cf. ABLUTION). 

pediment pe·dimant A. triangular gable
like part crowning a fayade XVII; B. base, 
foundation XVIII. Earlier pedament (Eve
lyn), pedement (Randle Holme), refash. of 
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PEDLAR 

periment (xvi), expl. as 'corrupt English' 
for perimeter in R. Dallington's 'Hypneroto
machia' 1592, but prob. workman's or 
rustic's deformation of PYRAMID. Sense B 
is due to direct assoc. with L. ped-, pes FOOT 
and -;\lENT, and the present form simulates 
derivation from these elements. 

pedlar pe·dl"J travelling vendor of small 
wares. XIV (pedlere, PPI.). alt. of tpedder 
(xm), f. (dial.) ped wicker pannier (xrv), of 
unkn. origin+ -ER1 ; for the ending -ler 
cf. (dial.) tinkler (xu), beside tinker. Hence 
PEDDLE. 

pedology peda·l;,d3i science of soils. xx. 
-Russ. pedol6giya, f. Gr. pedon ground (cf. 
Skr. paddm step, track, place)+-LOGY. 

pedometer peda·mit;.J instrument for re
cording the number of steps taken. XVIII. 
-F. pedometre (Bion, 1723), f. pedo-, irreg. 
comb. form (for pedi-) of L. pes FOOT; see 
-OMETEH. t]] F. podometre is earlier, 1712. 

pedrail pe·dreil device for facilitating pro
gress of heavy vehicles over rough ground. 
XX. f. L. ped-, pes FOOT-rRAIL 2

• 

pedrero pedrE<l·rou piece of ordnance for 
discharging stones. XVI. - Sp. pedrero = 
Pr. peirier, It. petriere, F. pierrier (adopted 
in Eng. as tperrier before 1400) :- L. 
*petrariu-s ( cf. medL. petraria), f. petra 
stone (cf. PETRIFY); vars. in pet(e)r-, patar-, 
pater- have been current since r6oo. 

peduncle pidA·I)kl (bot.) stalk of flower or 
fruit. XVIII. - modL. pedunculus (Linnreus, 
1750), f. L. ped-, pes FOOT+ -unculus -t:NCLE. 

pee pi (dial., colloq.) make water. XVIII. 
euphem. or nursery substitute for PISS; cf. 
F. jaire pipi. 

peek pik peer, peep. XVI. Early mod. 
pe(e)ke (Skelton), preceded by rare ME. 
pike (Ch.); parallel to kihe, heek (xrv, now 
Sc. and dial.), which has LG. cogns. Also 
peek-bo.' (XVI), superseded by peep-bo.' 

peeF pi! tstake, fence of stakes XIV; (pro b. 
short for tP· house house defended by a 
'peel', XVI) small fortified dwelling or tower 
on the Scottish Border XVIII (but cf. AL. 
pela, pelum tower, castle XIII): -AN. {lei, 
OF. piel (mod. pieu) stake :- L. piilu-s, 
palum PALE1• 

peeP pi! A. tplunder, pillage XIII; B. strip 
outer layer of xv. IVIE. peolien, pilien, later 
pele, pile, pill, repr. OE. *peolian, *pilian, 
recorded only late in pyleo peels (intr.)- L. 
pilare; varies with pill in early modEng. 
and dial. t]] The differentiation in literary 
Eng. between peel and pill may have been 
assisted by (O)F. peler peel, piller pillage. 
Hence peel sb. xvr (rep!. earlier pill) rind, 
skin; cf. AN. peel (XIV). 

peeP pil (U.S., diaL, and teehn.) shoveL 
XIV (pele). -OF. pele (mod. pel/e) = Pr., 
Sp., It. pala :- L. pala :- *pagsla, f. base of 
pangere fix, plant (cf. PACT). See PALE1

• 

PEKOE 
peeler pi·l;,J (hist.) policeman. XIX ('carried 

off .. by a set of fellows well known in Ire
land ... by the name of Peelers', r8r7). 
orig. nickname for a member of the Irish 
constabulary founded under the secretary
ship (I8I2-r8) of Robert Peel; see -ER1 and 
cf. BOBBY. 

peep1 pip (dial.) utter a weak shrill sound. 
XV (Lydg.). imit.; cf. CHEEP. Hence sb. XV. 

peep 2 pip look through a narrow opening 
xv; emerge a little into view XVI. For the 
expressive combination of initial p with ee 
cf. PEEK, PEER2 , and dial. pee, pie (xvn). 
Hence sb. XVI (of the first appearance of 
daylight). 

peer1 pi:JJ (one's) equal XIII; member of the 
nobility xrv. -AN., OF. per, peer (mod. 
pair) = Pr., Sp. par, It. pare :- L. pare-m, 
par equal; cf. PAIR. Hence pee·rAGE xv, 
pee·rEss1 • xvu. 

peer2 pi;:,J look narrowly; peep out, show 
itself XVI. var. of pire (xrv) (e.g. Sh. 'Mer
chant of Venice' I i 19, piring), corr. to LG. 
Piren; perh. partly aphetic of APPEAR. 

peevish pi·vif tsilly, foolish XIV (PPI.); 
tspiteful, malignant xv; tperverse, obsti
nate; querulous, fretful XVI. Rare before 
XVI ; of unkn. origin, with ending assim. to 
-ISH1• Hence peeVED1 pivd (orig. U.S.) 
annoyed, vexed. XX. ppl. formation on a 
supposed verb-stem. 

peewit see PEWIT. 

peg peg pin or bolt of wood, etc. (cf. peg
top) xv; (dial.) tooth; (in stringed instru
ments) pin with which the tension of the 
strings is adjusted; step, degree XVI; (orig. 
Anglo-Indian) measure of drink XIX. First in 
'Prompt. Parv.' (pegge), prob. of LDu. 
origin (cf. :viDu. pegge, Du. dial. peg plug, 
peg, LG. pigge peg; also MLG., MDu. 
pegel peg, pin, bolt). Hence peg vb. fix with 
a peg XVI; mark with pegs; p. out, die (sl.) 
XIX. 

Pegasus pe·g;,s;,s winged horse (L. Pegasus 
-Gr. ll~yao-os) of Greek and Roman mytho
logy (cf. HIPPOCRE:-m), by modern writers 
(first in Boiardo's 'Orlando Innamorato', 
c.1490) repr. as the favourite steed of the 
1\i[uses and said to carry poets in their 
'flights'. XVI. In late ME. (Ch., Lydg.) 
t Pegasee- medL. (equus) PegasiJus, for L. 
Pegaseius- Gr. ll1Jyaanos, f. 7T1JY"l spring. 

pejorative pe·d3;,r:Jtiv, pi·d3;,r;,tiv, pid3;:,·
r;,tiv depreciatory in meaning. XIX. -F. 
pejoratij, -ive, f. pp. stem of late L.pejoriire 
make worse, f. pejor worse; see -ATIVE. 

pekin piki·n silk stuff. xvm. -F. pekin, f. 
Chinese place-name (so spelt by Jesuit mis
sionaries) Peking 'northern capital' )( Nan
king 'southern capital' (see ;:o;;ANKEEN). 

pekoe pe·kou, pi·kou superior black tea, so 
called because the leaves are picked young 
while the down is on them. xvm (peco,pack-
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PELAGE 

ho). -Chinese (Amoy) pek-ho, i.e. pek, pak 
( = Mandarin peh, pai) white, ho ( = Man
darin hao) down, hair. 

pelage pe·lid3 fur, wool, etc. of a quadru
ped. XIX. - F. pelage, f. poi!, OF. peil, pel 
hair(:- L. pilu-s), after OF. pilain (:- *pilii
men); see -AGE. 

pelagic pela:·d3ik pert. to the open sea, 
oceanic. xvn. - L. pelagicus, f. pelagus sea 
- Gr. pelagos prop. level surface of the sea; 
perh. rei. to L. planus PLAIN, PLANE; see -rc. 

pelerine pe·L~rin· mantle, cape. XVIII. -F. 
pelerine deep collar on a mantle, fern. of 
peferin PILGRIM. 

pelf pelf tspoil, booty XIV; tproperty xv; 
money, 'filthy lucre'; ttrash, (now dial.) 
refuse XVI. - ONF. *pelfe, recorded as 
peuffe (mod. Norman F. peufe), var. of OF. 
pelfre, peufre spoil (in AL. pelfra, pelfrum), 
rei. to pelj(r)er pillage, rob (in AL. pel
f(r)are), and *pelf erie, peuferie, whence Eng. 
tpelj vb. (xm), tpeljry (xv); of unkn. origin; 
cf. PILFER. 

pelican pe·likan large gregarious fish-eating 
water-fowl OE. ; tform of alembic; instru
ment for extracting teeth xvr. OE. pellican, 
reinforced in ME. by (O)F. pelican -late L. 
peliciinus (Jerome)- Gr. pelekdn (of which 
there was a parallel form pelekfnos), pro b. f. 
pelekus axe (corr. to Skr. pdrafus), pelekt'in to 
hew with an axe, perh. with reference to the 
appearance or action of the long hooked bill; 
cf. Gr. pelekt'is woodpecker. 

pelisse p;J!i·s fur or furred garment; long 
mantle worn by women. XVIII. - (O)F. 
pelisse = Pr. pelisa, etc. - medL. pellicia; 
see PILCH. 

pellagra pela:·gr;J disease marked by 
cracked skin occurring in the Italian rice 
districts. XIX. - It. pellagra, f. pelle skin 
(:- L. pelli-s FELL1) + -agra, after PODAGRA. 

pellet pe·lit small ball; ball of stone used 
as a missile, cannon-shot, (now) small shot. 
XIV (Gower, PPl, Ch.). Late ME. pelote, 
pelet- (O)F. pelote = Pr. pelota (cf. PELOT A), 
pilota, It. tpillotta :-Rom. *pilotta, dim. of 
L. pita ball, PILL. 

pellicle pe·likl thin skin, cuticle, film. xvr. 
- F. pellicule- L. pellicula, dim. of pellis 
skin, FELL1 ; see -CLE. Earlier pe·llicULE 
XIV. 

pellitory pe·lit;Jri A. plant Anacyclus 
Pyrethrum, 'p. of Spain' ; B. plant Parietaria 
officinalis, 'p. of the wall' XVI. In sense A 
alt. of late ME. peletre (xiv) - OF. peletre, 
alt. of peretre, corr. to Pr., Sp. pelitre, It. 
pilatro - L. PYRETHRUM. In sense B alt. of 
tPeritorie, tparetorie- AN. paritarie, OF. 
paritaire (mod. parit!taire) -late L. parie
tiiria, sb. use (sc. herba) of fern. of parietiirius, 
f. pariet-, paries wall. (][ For the change of 
ending cf. FUMITORY. 

PEN 

pell-mell pelme·l in mingled confusion, 
tindiscriminately, in hurried disorder; also 
adj. and sb. XVI (earlier tpelly melly xv). -F. 
pele-mele, OF. peste mesle, of which there 
were early vars. mesle mesle, mesle peste, all 
jingling redupls. on mesle, stem of mesler 
(mod. me[er) mix, MEDDLE. 

pellucid piliii·sid transmitting light. xvrr. 
- L. pelliicidus, f. pelliicere, perliicere shine 
through; see PER- (r), LUCID. 

pelmet pe·lmet valance, as to conceal cur
tain rods. XIX. pro b. alt. - F. palmette 
palm-leaf design on a cornice, f. palme 
PALM1 ; see PALMETTE. 

peloid pe·loid, pi·loid pert. to muds, peats, 
etc. xx. f. Gr. pel6s clay, mud+ -om. So 
pelo- comb. form of Gr. pel6s. 

pelota pilou·t;J Basque game played in a 
court with a ball. XIX. - Sp. pelota ball; see 
PELLET. 

pelt1 pelt skin with short wool on it xv; raw 
skin of an animal XVI. Either (r) var. (by a 
rare kind of syncope) of tpellet- OF. 
pel(l)ete, dim. (see -ET) of pel (mod. peau) :
L. pelli-s skin, FELL 1; or (2) back-formation 
from PELTRY, perh. after paste /pastry. 

pelt2 pelt attack with many and repeated 
blows (now with something thrown) xv; 
speed along XIX. perh. contr. of PELLET (cf. 
prec.), as if primarily 'throw stones at'. Cf. 
colloq. F. peloter beat. Hence pelt sb. act of 
pelting; (dial.) outburst of temper XVI; full 
p. at full speed XIX. 

peltate pe·lteit shield-shaped. XVIII. -
modL. peltiitus, f. L. pelta (bot.) applied to 
shield-like structures; see -ATE 2• t1J L. pel
tiitus meant 'armed with a shield'. 

peltry pe·ltri undressed skins, fur-skins 
coli. xv. -AN. pelterie (Gower), OF. pele
terie (mod. pelleterie pdtri), f. peletier furrier, 
f. pel (mod. peau) :- L. pellis FELL1 ; see -RY. 
(][ Not exemplified between XVI and XVIII; 
in mod. use re-adopted through Canadian F. 

pelvis pe·lvis (anat.) lowest or hindmost 
cavity of the trunk in vertebrates. XVII. 
- L. pelvis basin, with cogns. in Skr., Gr., 
and Sl. ; the anat. applications are modern. 

pemmican pe·mibn (among N. Amer. 
Indians) meat prepared by drying, pounding, 
mixing with fat, etc. XVIII. - Cree pimecan, 
f. pime fat, greasy. 

pent pen enclosure for domestic animals. 
Not recorded in literary use before XIV, but 
presumably repr. OE. penn, which is, how
ever, evidenced only in designations of local 
features of uncertain meaning; implied in 
OE. onpennad 'unpenned', opened, with 
which has been compared LG. pennen bolt, 
but this is prob. to be connected with PIN. 
So pen vb.1 enclose, confine. xn; OE. *pen
nian, as in onpennad; also ME. bipennen 
(xm). 



PEN 

pen 2 pen instrument, orig. quill, for writing 
XIII (Cursor M.); (dial.) feather XIV (PP!., 
Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). ME.penne (two syll.) 
- (O)F. penne- L.penna feather, pl. pinions, 
wings, in late L. pen; see FEATHER. Hence 
pen vb. • xv. pe·nK~IFE. xv; orig. one used 
for mending quill pens. 

penal pi·n;:,l pert. to punishment. xv. -
(O)F. penal or L. pcenalis, f. pcena PAIN; see 
-AL1• Hence pe·nalrzE. XIX. So penalT'£2 

pe·n;:,lti punishment imposed. xv;. - legal 
AN. *penalte (cf. severalty, specialty), for 
F. penalite- medL. pcenalitas. 

penance pe·n;:,ns trepentance, penitence; 
penitential discipline or observance XIII; 
ordinance for administering this (one of the 
sacraments) xrv. -OF. penance:- L. pceni
tentia PENITENCE; see ·ANCE. 

Penates pinei-tiz household gods of the 
Romans. XVI. - L. Penates pl., f. penus pro
vision of food, rei. to penes (cf. PENETRATE). 

penchant pa·Ja bent, inclination. XVII 
(Dryden). -F. penchant, sb. use of prp. of 
pencher incline = Pr. penjar :- Gallo-Rom. 
*pendicare, f. L.pendere hang (see PENDENT). 

pencil pe·nsll artist's paint brush XIV (Ch.); 
writing implement of black lead, chalk, etc.; 
set of convergent rays XVII; set of straight 
lines meeting in a point XIX. Late ME. 
pensel, -eel- OF. pincel (mod. pinceau) = 
Pr. pinzel (whence Sp., Pg. pincel) :-Galla
Rom. *penicellum, for L. penicillum paint 
brush, dim. of peniculus brush, dim. of penis 
tail, PENIS; see -Ct:LE. Hence pe·ncil vb. 
XVI. 

pendant pe·ndant hanging part XIV; 
(archit., etc.) truss, spandrel; (naut.) hang
ing rope, PENNANT; tapering flag, PEKNON 
XV; that by which a thing is suspended XVI; 
parallel, match XVIII. - (O)F. pendant, sb. 
use of prp. of pendre hang; see next. 

pendent pe·ndant hanging, overhanging 
xv; (gram.) XIX. Late ME. penda(u)nt 
(later latinized)- (O)F. pendant, prp. of 
pendre = Pr. pendre :- Gallo-Rom. *pen
dere, for L. pendere hang, rei. to pendere 
~veigh, pondus weight; see -ENT. C][ From 
the same base are: appendix, compendium, 
compensate, depend, dispense, expend, expence, 
impend, pensile, pension, pensive, perpend, 
perpendicular, poise, ponder, ponderous, pre
pense, preponderate, suspend, suspense. 

pendentive pende·ntiv (archit.) each of the 
spherical triangles formed by the inter
section of a hemispherical dome by two 
pairs of opposite arches. XVIII. -F. pen
dentif (Delorme), f. L. pendent-, -ens; see 
prec., -IVE. 

pending pe·ndil) A. awaiting decision XVIII; 
B. prep. throughout the continuance of XVII. 
Anglicization of ( O)F. pendant (see PENDENT) 
in suspense, not concluded or settled, as in 
OF. le plet pendant the suit being in process, 

PENITENCE 

modelled on L. lite pendente, pendente lite; 
for the development of the prep. cf. DURING, 
NOTWITHSTA.'\'DING. 

pendulous pe·ndjulas hanging down XVII; 
suspended so as to swing XVIII. f. L. pendu
lus pendent, f. pendere; see PENDENT, -ULOUS. 

pendulum pe·ndji:ilam body suspended so 
as to swing freely, as for regulating move
ments of a clock's works. XVII (Boyle, r66o). 
-modL.pendulum, sb. use ofn. ofL. pendu
lus PENDULOUS; after It. pendolo (Galileo, 
1637); cf. F. pendule (r664). 

penetralia penitrei-lia innermost parts. 
XVII. L., pl. of penetral, f. stem of penetrare; 
see next. 

penetrate pe·nitreit make a way into. xvr. 
f., after (O)F. penetrer, pp. stem of L. pene
trare place within, enter within, f. penitus 
(cf. intus I intrare) inner, inmost, into the 
inmost recesses, rei. to penes within, in the 
power of. So pe·netrABLE. xv (Lydg.). 
penetrA·TroN. XVII (Bacon). -F.- L. 

penguin pe·l)gwin tgreat auk (of New
foundland); bird of the southern hemi
sphere having scaly paddles. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin; first recorded in both applications in 
reports published by Hakluyt (1589, r6oo); 
the earliest accounts mention an island of 
the name; the superficial resemblance toW. 
pen gwyn white head, referred to rs8z, has 
suggested that the name was first applied by 
Breton fishermen to the northern bird. 
C][ F. pingouin (I 6oo) is still applied to the 
great auk, the penguin being manchot. 

penicillate penisi·leit tufted, pencilled. XIX. 
f. L. penicillum PENCIL+-ATE2 ; see next. 

penicillin penisi·lin therapeutic drug de
rived from Penicillium notatum. xx. f. 
modL. Penicillium generic name of moulds, 
so named from their brush-like sporangia, 
f. L. penicillum PENCIL; see -IN. 

peninsula pini·nsji:ila piece of land nearly 
surrounded by water. XVI (Leland). - L. 
paminsula, f. prene almost (cf. PENITENT)+ 
insula iSLAND. Hence peni·nsulAR. XVII; 
after F. peninsulaire. 

penis pi·nis membrum virile. XVII. - L. 
penis tail, usu. male copulatory organ, rei. 
to Gr. peas, Skr. pdsas. 

penitence pe·nitans tpenance xn; con
trition leading to amendment XVI (Sh.). 
- ( 0 )F. penitence- L. prenitentia, f. prenitent-, 
-ens, prp. of prenitet (in medL. pcenitet) 
cause want or discontent to, make sorry, 
perh. rei. to prene scarcely, prenuria PENURY; 
see -EKCE and cf. PENANCE. So pe·nitENT 
adj. xrv; sb. xv. - (O)F.- L. prp. peni
te·ntiAL. XVI. -late L. prenitentialis (sb. 
-rile). penite·ntiA!lY adj. pert. to penitence 
XVI; pert. to reformatory treatment of 
criminals XVIII; sb. official dealing with 
penitents xv. - medL. paenitentiiirius. 



PENNANT 

pennant pe·n;Jnt tpendant; pennon. XVII. 
Blending in form of PENDANT and PENNON. 

Pennant pe·n;Jnt (geol.) name of gritty 
strata in S. Wales, etc. xvm. Welsh, f. pen 
head, nant valley. 

pennon pe·n;Jn long narrow flag or streamer 
XIV (Barbour, Ch., Trevisa, Gower); (poet.) 
wing, pinion XVII (Milton). - (O)F. pennon 
= Pr. peno, It. pennone :- Rom. deriv. of L. 
penna PEN° j cf. -OON. 

penny pe·ni coin of the value of -& shilling. 
OE. penig, prenig, pl. penegas, prenegas, 
earlier pen(n)ing, pending = OFris. penning, 
panning, OS. (Du.) penning, OHG. Pfenning, 
also phantinc, phenting (G. pfennig), ON. 
penningr, pl. pengar money:- Germ. *pan
niygaz, *pandiygaz (not in Gothic, and the 
ON. word may be from Eng.), which has 
been referred to *pand- PAWN2 with suffix 
*-iyg-, as in OHG. cheisurung imperial gold 
coin, SHILLING. OE. pl. penegas gave ME. 
pene!Jes, whence penies, pen(n)is, contr. pens 
XIV, later sp.pence (xvr) pens; in comb. with 
a numeral p;Jns; pennies pe·niz repr. a new 
formation. 

pennyroyal peniroi·;,l species of mint, 
Mentha Pulegium. XVI (penneryall, pene-, 
peny-). alt. of puliol(e) real! (ryall) xv- AN. 
puliol real, i.e. OF. pouliol (mod. pouliot) 
and real ROYAL; pouliol corr. to Cat. polio!, 
It. dial. pelizol, poledzol, etc. :-Rom. *pule
geolum, f. L.piile(g)ium, thyme (whence OF .. 
pauli, Pr. poleg, Sp. paleo, It. puleggio, and 
OHG. pulei). The change of puliol to penny 
is unexpl.; no intermediate forms are known. 

penology pinn·l;Jd3i scientific study of 
punishment. XIX. f. L. pama penalty; see 
PAIN, -OLOGY. 

penseroso pens;Jrou·zou melancholy (per
son). XVIII. From the title of Milton's 'II 
Penseroso' (1632) 'the thoughtful man'- It. 
tpenseroso (now pensieroso ), f. tpensiere 
thought- Pr. pensier, f. Rom. *pemlire (see 
PANSY, POISE). 

pensile pe·nsail hanging, vaulted. XVII. 
- L. pensilis, f. pens-, pp. stem of pendere 
hang j see PENDENT, -ILE. 

pension pe·nJ;Jn fixed or regular payment, 
spec. out of the revenues of a benefice XIV ; 
payment made by members of a society (as 
an inn of court) for general expenses xv 
(hence, consultative assembly of Gray's Inn 
XVI); annuity for past services XVI; tpay
ment for board and lodging or education; 
boarding-house (now only as F. p1isj5) XVII, 
- (O)F. pension.- L. pensiii(n-) payment, 
rent, f. pens-, pp. stem of pendere weigh, 
pay, rel. to pendere; see PENDENT, -ION. So 
pe·nsiODER2 one in receipt of a pension ; 
one who makes a stated periodical payment, 
spec. commoner at Cambridge Univ. xv. 
-AN. pensionner, OF. pensionnier- medL. 
pensiondrius (whence pe•nsioDARY xvr). 

PENTECOST 

pensive pe·nsiv plunged in thought. XIV 
(PPl.). Late ME.pensyf, -yve- (O)F.pensif, 
-ive, f. penser think - L. penslire weigh, 
balance, consider, f. pens-; see POISE, -IVE. 

pent pent closely confined. XVI. pp. of 
tpend (xv), extended form of PEN vb.1, due 
partly to pt. and pp. penned; its use has de
veloped, like that of spent, independently of 
the vb. 

penta- pe·nt;J- repr. Gr.penta-, comb. form 
of pente FIVE, used since late XVII in techn. 
terms from Gr. elements or on Gr. analogies. 

pentacle pe·nt;Jkl pentagram, pentangle. 
xvr. - medL. *pentaculum, f. Gr. penta-+ 
-culum; see PENTA-, -CLE. Cf. F. tpentacle 
s-branched candlestick, It. pentacolo s
pointed star. 

pentad pe·nt~d number five, group of five 
xvn; (chem.) XIX. -Gr. pentad-, pentds, 
later var. of pempds, f. pempe, dial. var. of 
pente FIVE; see -AD1. 

pentagon pe·nt;Jg;Jn five-angled figure. XVI 
(Digges). - F. pentagone or late L. penta
giinum - Gr. pentdgonon, sb. use of n. of 
pentdgonos; see PENTA-, -GON. So penta
gonAL1 pent~·g;~n;Jl, XVI (Digges). - F. or 
medL. 

pentagram pe·nt;Jgr~m the figure "k:,. XIX. 
- Gr. pentdgrammon, sb. use of n. of pentd
grammos of five lines; see PENTA-, -GRAM. 
«.lJ Called also PENTACLE, pentalpha (from its 
presenting the form of alpha, A, in five 
different positions), PENTANGLE. 

pentameter pent~·mit;JJ (pros.) line of five 
feet or five stresses. xvr. - L. pentameter 
(whence also F. pentametre)- Gr. pentd
metros, -on, sb. uses of m. and n. of adj. 
f. pente+metron; see PENTA-, METRE. 

pentangle pe·nt~l)gl pentagram. XIV (Sir 
Gawayne). perh. - medL. *pentangulum, 
alt. of *pentaculum PENTACLE after L. angulus 
ANGLE2• 

Pentateuch pe·nt;~tjiik the first five books 
of the O.T. XVI (in earliest use pl.). - ecclL. 
pentateuchus- ecclGr. pentdteukhos, sb. use 
of adj., f. pente PENTA-+teukhos implement, 
vessel, (later) book. Cf. HEPTATEUCH, 
HEXATEUCH. 

Pentecost pe·ntiknst the Jewish Feast of 
Weeks; Christian feast observed on the 
seventh Sunday ('the fiftieth day') after 
Easter, Whitsunday (cf. Acts ii. I for the 
transf. application). OE. pentecosten- ace. 
of ecclL. Penticoste- Gr. Pentekosd, sb. use 
(sc. heord feast or hemerli day) of fern. 
ordinal adj. of pendkonta fifty, f. pente FIVE+ 
-konta (cf. L. quinquli/ginta); so Goth. 
paintekuste, and d. pl. forms in OS. te pin
easton, OHG. zi pfinkustin (G. Pfingsten); 
re-adopted in ME. from OF. So Pente
co·StAL1. XVI. - ecclL. 
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PENTHEMIMER 

penthemimer penpimi·m;,.1 (pros.) cata
lectic colon of five half-feet. xvrr. - late L. 
-Gr. penthemimer£s, f. pdnte FIVE+hemi
mer!s halved, f. hhni- HEM!- + mhos part, 
MERE2• 

penthouse pe·nthaus, pentice pe·ntis 
subsidiary structure attached to the wall of 
a main building, esp. one with a sloping 
roof. XIV. ME. pentis, rarely pendis- AN. 
*pentis, aphetic of OF. apentis, apendis -
med. use of late L. appendicium appendage, 
f. L. append ere hang on, attach in a dependent 
state, f. L. ad AP-+pendere hang (see PE:-<
DE:-<T); refash. (late xrv) by assoc. with 
HOUSE, as if 'sloping house'. 

penultimate pinA·ltim;Jt last but one. xvn. 
f. L. pamultimus (f. pame almost + ultimus 
last), after ULTI:\IATE. Earlier tpenultim 
(XVI). 

penumbra pin.vmbr;:> (astron.) partly 
shaded region on the edge of a total shadow. 
XVII. - modL. (Kepler, r6o4), f. L. pame 
almost · l · umbra shadow; cf. PENINSULA, 
UMBRAGEODS. 

penury pe·njuri indigence, want; dearth. 
xv. - L. penziria, p::emlria, per h. rei. to p::ene 
almost; see -Ys. 

peon phm (in India) foot-soldier, constable, 
orderly XVII; (in Sp. America) day-labourer 
XIX. - Pg. peiio and Sp. peon = OF. peon 
(mod. pion) = Pr. pez6, It. pedone :- medL. 
pedo(ne-) one who goes on foot (in classL. 
broad-footed man), f. ped-, pes FOOT; cf. 
PAWN\ -OON, and PIONEER. 

peony pi;:>·ni plant or flower of the herba
ceous or shrubby genus P~onia (the root, 
flowers, and seeds were formerly used in 
medicine). OE. peonie- L. peonia, p::eonia 
-Gr. paionfti, f. PaiiJn physician (orig. of 
the gods); cf. paiiJnios medicinal. Between 
OE. and xv the form pione was current -
OF. peone, peoine, pioine (now pivoine)- L.; 
this was succeeded by pionye, which was 
finally assim. to L. 

people pi·pl nation, race, persons coli., e.g. 
in relation to a place, person in authority, 
etc. XIII (Cursor M.); the commonalty XIV. 
ME. peple, poeple, people- A~. poeple, 
people, OF. pople (also mod. peuple) = Pr. 
poble, Sp. pueblo, It. popolo :- L. populu-s 
(cf. Umbrian puplum). For the sp. cf. 
jeopardy, leopard. So vb. xv (Caxton). -
(O)F. peupler. 

pep (orig. U.S.) great vigour. xx. abbrev. 
of PEPPER. 

pepper pe·p;,.r pungent aromatic condi
ment. OE. piper, -or = OFris. piper, OS. 
pipari, pepar (Du. peper), OHG. pfeffar (G. 
pfeifer); W.Germ. (ON. piparr being from 
Eng.) - L. piper (whence OF. peivre, modF. 
poivre, Pr. pebre, etc., It. pepe, OS!. pipirn) 
-Gr. peperi- Skr. pippalt- berry, pepper
corn. In ME. piper, peper, the latter type 

PERAMBULATION 

prevailing in later Eng. ; cf. lemon, level. 
Hence vb. XVI; cf. OE.(ge)pip(o)rian. tdf The 
spice was known to the Germans at the time 
of the migrations. 

pepsin pe·psin ferment contained in the 
gastric juice. XIX. -G. pepsin (r836), f. Gr. 
pepsis digestion, f. *pep- cooK, digest; see 
-IN. So peptiC pe·ptik digestive. XVII. 
- Gr. peptik6s, f. pept6s cooked, digestive; 
cf. DYSPEPTIC. peptONE pe•ptoun (chem.). 
xrx. -G. pej>ton (C. G. Lehmann, r849) 
- Gr. pept6n, n. of pept6s. 

per p5.r (r) L. prep. 'through', 'by', 'by 
means of', rei. to PRE- in L. expressions 
from xv, e.g. per consequens consequently, 
per se by or in himself or itself ( cf. A:\IPER
SA"'D); (2) OF. per (see PAR 2), as in phrases 
repr. by the comp. advs. peradventure, per
chance, perforce, perhaps; (her.) denoting 
partition in the direction of an ordinary, e.g. 
party per pale; (3) as an Eng. prep.: by, by 
means of, e.g. per bearer; as indicated or 
shown by, e.g. per invoice, per margin, joe. 
(as) per usual; (in distributive sense) for 
each or every, e.g. so much per head (cf. L. 
phr. per annum every year, per capita 'by the 
heads', per centum PER CENT). 

per- p5J, p;,.I L. prep. per (see prec.) used 
in comp. with vbs., adjs., and their derivs., 
partly through F., partly directly from L., 
with the senses: (I) through in space or 
time, throughout, all over, as in PERAMBU
LATE, PERVADE; (2) thoroughly, completely, 
as in PERFECT, PERPETRATE, PERUSE; (3) 
away, entirely, to destruction, as in PER
DITI0:-:1, PEREl\lPTORY, PERISH, PERVERT; (4) 
perfectly, extremely, very, as in PERFERVID. 
b. chem. denoting the (supposed) maxi
mum of some element in a combination: 
(r) as in peroxide compound of oxygen 
with another element which contains the 
largest possible proportion of oxygen, (2) as 
in perchloride compound of chlorine with 
another element or radical containing the 
maximum pror:wrtion of chlorine. 

peradventure per;,dve·ntJ;,.r by chance; 
PERCHA:-lCE, PERHAPS XIII. phr. per or par 
auenture- OF. per or par auenture (see PAR2, 
PER, ADVE;<;TUHE); reduced at an early date 
to tperaunter, in late xv assim. to L. spell
ing; sb. uncertainty, doubt, hazard XVI. 

perai pirai· voracious freshwater fish of the 
Orinoco, etc. XVIII (peri). - Tupi piraya 
(in Brazil piranYa, whence piranha xrx), 
lit. 'scissor3'. 

perambulation p<'~r~mbjulei· J<'~n travelling 
through a plac•~, tour; spec. for the purpose 
of recording boundaries xv; bounds XVII. 
-A~. perambulation or medL. perambula
tio(n-), f. L. perambultire, whence per
a·mbulate XVI, earlier tperamble; see PER-, 
AMBLE, -ATE", -ATION. So pera·mbulATOR 
ttraveller, pedestrian; thodometer XVII ; 
hand carriage for young children XIX. 
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PERCEIVE 

perceive p;)Jsi·v A. apprehend with the mind 
XIII (Cursor M.); apprehend through the 
senses XIV; B. treceive, collect XIV. -AN. 
*perceiver, OF. *perceivre, par-, var. of 
perfoivre (now rep!. by percevoir) = Pr. 
percebre, Sp. percibir, etc. ;- L. percipere 
(i) seize, obtain, collect, (ii) understand, 
apprehend, f. per PER- + capere take (see 
HEAVE). So percepno:-~ p~Jse·pf<Jn A. 
collection of rents, etc. ; tpartaking of Holy 
Communion xv; B. taking cognizance or 
being aware of objects xvrr. In A.- (O)F. 
perception, in B. - L. perceptiiJ(n-) (i) col
lecting, (ii) perceiving, f. percept- percipere. 
perce·ptiBLE tperceptive XVI; cognizable 
XVI!. - OF. or late L. perce·ptiVE charac
terized by perception XVII. perci·piENT. 
XVII. - prp. of L. percipere. 

per cent p;)Jse·nt by the hundred, in 
every hundred. xvr. In earliest ex:.'C. per 
cento, per centum; often written per cent., as 
if an abbrev. of per centum, \vhich is the 
form used in Acts of Parliament and legal 
documents; see PER, CENT; orig. It. business 
term. Hence perce·ntAGE. xvm (Bentham). 

perch1 p5JtJ freshwater fish Perea. XIII. 
- (O)F. perche = Tuscan, Pg. perca ;- L. 
perca - Gr. ptirke, rel. to phkos spotted, 
dark, perkn6s blackish, bluish, Skr. pJ'snis 
spotted, 0 Ir. ere striped. 

perch' p:'iJtJ tpole, stake xm; fixed bar, esp. 
for birds to rest upon; linear measure equal 
to st yards XIV; superficial measure xv. 
- (O)F. perche = Pr. perga, It. pertica :- L. 
pertica. So perch vb. xv. - (O)F. percher, 
f. perche. 

perchance p;l.Itfa·ns peradventure, per
haps. XIV. orig. phr.- A::'\. par chance, i.e. 
(O)F. par by (PAR 2), chance CHA!'ICE; with 
later assirn. to PER-. So tpercase XIV- AN. 
per cas, OF. par cas (see CASE1). 

percolate p:'i·Jk;)leit pass or cause to pass 
through a porous substance. xvu. f. pp. 
stern of L. perciJltire, f. per PER- I + ciJltire 
strain, f. ciJlum sieve, strainer; see -ATE 3 • 

percussion p;ukA·J;)n striking of one body 
by another. XVI. - (O)F. percussion or L. 
percussio(n-), f. pp. stem of percutere strike 
or thrust through, f. per PER- I + quatere 
shake, strike, dash (cf. QUASH). 

perdition p;)Jdi·J;jn tutter destruction; 
final spiritual damnation. XIV. - OF. perdi
ciun (mod. -tion) or late L.perditiiJ(n-), f. pp. 
stern of perdere destroy, (hence) lose, f. per 
PER-a+ *-dere (see ADD, -ITION). 

perdu p:'i·.Idjii tsentinel perdue, p. sentinel 
post of sentinel, or sentinel himself, in a 
hazardous position XVI ; be p. be placed on 
an outpost, etc. in such a position, (hence) lie 
in wait XVII, and gen. be concealed (now as 
F. pudil) xvm. - (O)F.perdu lost, perished, 
past hope of recovery = It. perduto :- Rom. 
•perdutu-s, for L. perditus, pp. of perdere; 
see prec. 

PERFORATE 

peregrinate pe·rlgrineit travel (abroad). 
XVI (Nashe). f. pp. stem of L. peregrintiri 
sojourn or travel abroad, f. peregrinus 
foreign; see next and -ATE•. So peregrinA·· 
TION. XVI (Skelton). - L. 

peregrine pe·rlgrin applied to a species of 
falcon, Falco peregrinus, esteemed for 
hawking XIV (Ch.); foreign, outlandish XVI. 
In the first use repr. (O)F. faucon pelerin 
( cf. PILGRI:\t), medL. falc6 peregrinus, so 
named because the young were not taken 
like EYAS hawks from the nest, but caught 
in their passage from the breeding-place; 
in other uses directly - L. peregrinus foreign, 
f. pereger that is abroad or on a journey, 
peregre abroad, f. per through + ager terri
tory, country; see PER- I, ACRE, -INE1• 

peremptory pe·r;)rnt;1ri (leg., orig. Roman) 
that precludes all debate, question, or delay; 
decisive, final. XVI. -AN. peremptorie = 
(O)F. phemptoire (whence Sc. tperemptor 
XY)- L. peremptiJrius deadly, mortal, deci
sive (e.g. edictum peremptorium, peremptorire 
exceptiones), f. perempt-, pp. stern of peri
mere take away entirely, destroy; see PER- 3, 
E:\lPTI0:--1, -ORY. 

perennial p;lre·ni;}l lasting throughout the 
year or a succession of years. XVII. f. L. 
per ennis, f. per through+ ann us year ; see 
PER- I, ANNAL, -IAL. t1l Earlier tperennal. 

perfay p5Jfei· (arch. or obs.) in truth. xm. 
-OF. per or par fei; see PAR 2 , FAY1 • 

perfect p:'i·Jfikt thoroughly versed or 
trained; in a complete state XIII (Cursor M.); 
in a faultless state, accurate XIV; unqualified, 
unalloyed XVI (Sh.); (arith.) xv; (gram.) of 
a tense XVI. ME. parfit (-fiJi, -fijt, -fight), 
-fite, later parfet xv, (by assirn. to L.) perfect 
xv. - OF. parjit, -fite (mod. -fait), corr. to 
Pr. perfect, etc. - L. perfectu-s, pp. of per
ficere accomplish, complete, f. per PER- 2 + 
facere make, D01 • The earliest form sur
vived in mod. dial. parfit, and in Sc. perfit 
p<Jrfi·t complete, exact, is distinguished 
from pe·rject thorough, utter. Hence per
fe·ct vb. XIV. So perfe·ctiBLE. XVII. 
- medL. perfe·CTION tcornplete state XIII 
(AncrR.); bringing to completion; condi
tion of being perfect XIV. - (O)F.- L. 
perfe·ctiVE conducing to perfection XVI; 
(gram. after Slav. usage) expressing com
pletion of an action XIX. - medL. 

perFE·RVID. XIX. - modL. perfervidus (Bu
chanan); see PER- 4· 

perfidy p:'i•Jfidi base breach of faith. xvr. 
- L. perfidia (whence F. perjidie, Sp., It. 
perfidia), f. perfidus treacherous, f. per PER- 3 
+fides FAITH; see -Y 3

• So perfi·drous. XVI. 
- L. -iiJsus. 

perforate pa·.Ifvreit make a hole through. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. perfortire, f. per PER- I 

+Jortire BORE, pierce; see -ATE 3 • So per
forA"TION. XV. - (O)F.- rnedL. 
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PERFORCE 

perforce p::l.r£5· .rs tforcibly xrv; of neces
sity XVI. -OF. phr. par force, with assim. 
as in PERCHANCE; see PAR2, PER, FORCE. 

perform p::l.rf5·.rm tcomplete, finish; 
tbring about, effect; carry out (an order, 
etc.) xrv; tconstruct xv; go through for
mally xvm. -A~. par-, perfourmer (in AL. 
performiire), alt. (after forme FORM) of OF. 
parfournir (in medL. perfurnire), f. par
PER- 2, 4 -j- foumir FURNISH; cf. Sc. and 
north. tperfurnish (xrv-xvr) ; the forms par-, 
perfo( u )rne were current XIV-XV. Hence per
fo·rmANCE. XVI (at first leg.). prob. -A:'\. 
"'performance; also tperformATI0::-1 xvr; so 
AL. perforrniitio; tperforMENT XVI-XVII, 
performiNG1 (xrv-xvii). 

perfume p~·.rfjilm, (formerly also) p::l.rfju·m 
odorous vapour, (fragrance of) liquid scent. 
XVI. In early use also par-, but regularly 
assim. to PER-, - F. parfum, f. par-, tper
fumer (whence perfume vb. xvr)- It. tpar
fumare, tper- (now pro-), lit. smoke through; 
see PER- r, FUME. Hence perfu·mERY. 
XVIII. f1l The perfume industry was promi
nent in Italy in xvr. 

perfunctory p::l.rfA"IJkt::lri done or acting 
merely by way of duty. XVI. -late L. per
functorius careless, negligent, f. perfunct-, 
pp. stem of petfungi perform, discharge, get 
rid of, f. per PER- -j- fungi; see FUNCTION, 
-ORY2• 

pergola p~·.rg::ll::l arbour formed with plants 
trained over a trellis. XVII (Evelyn). - It. 
pergola :- L. pergula projecting roof, vine 
arbour, f. pergere come or go forward, f. per 
PER- I+ *reg- move in a straight line (see 
RECTITUDE, RIGHT). 

perhaps p::l.rhre·ps maybe, possibly; as 
mav happen. XVI. f. PER 2 +pl. of HAP\ rep!. 
ME. phr. by hap(s) by a single word modelled 
on percase, PERCHANCE. f1l Instances of per 
happous read in Lydg. are uncertain. 

peri pia·ri fairy, orig. malevolent demon, 
of Persian mythology XVIII ; transf. beauti
ful girl XIX. Anglicized in Richardson's 
Persian Dictionary, 1777-So, but first popu
larized in the Eng. translation (1786) of 
Beckford's 'Histoire du Caliph Vathek' 
(r782) in pl. form Peries, rendering F. 
Perises. -(F. peri-) Pers. peri, pari:- Peh
levi pm·Jk evil genius, malevolent elf:- Av. 
pairikii winged. 

peri- pe·ri, p::lri·, repr. comb. form of Gr. 
peri, pet·i adv. and prep. about, around, 
roundabout, rei. to L. per (see PER, PER-); 
in older terms often through L. derivs. and 
new formations (for which see below); in 
mod. scientific terms (anat. and path.), 
forming adjs. meaning 'situated or occur
ring about or around, surrounding or en
closing the part denoted by the second el.', 
as peribranchial around the branchia; or gills, 
and forming sbs. denoting a surrounding or 
enclosing part, in sbs. in -!TIS, which denote 

PERIMETER 

inflammation of the region surrounding that 
denoted by the second el., e.g. perityphlitis, 
of some part adjacent to the CJECUM. 

perianth pe·rirenp (bot.) tcalyx, involucre 
XVIII; outer part of a flower xrx. -F. peri
anthe (Rousseau 1771-7)- modL. peri
anthium, f. Gr. peri about, PBRI--j-anthos 
flower (cf. ANTHOLOGY), after pericarpium 
PERICARP. 

periapt pe·rimpt amulet (worn about the 
person). xvr. - F. periapte- Gr. periapton, 
f. peri PERI- + hdptos fastened, hdptein 
fasten. 

pericardium perika·.rdi::lm (anat.) mem
branous sac enclosing the heart. XVI. 
- modL.- Gr. perikdrdion (Galen), f. peri 
PERI--i-kardiii HEART. Hence perica·rdiAC 
XIX, perica·rdiAL XVII, pe:ricardr•TISXVIII. 

pericarp pe·rika.rp (bot.) seed-vessel. XVIII. 
-F. pericarpe or modL. pericarpium- Gr. 
perikdrpion pod, husk, shell, f. peri-t-karpos 
fruit; PERI-, HARVEST, -!UM. 

pericope peri·k::lpi paragraph. XVII. 
- late L. pericope- Gr. perikop~ section, f. 
peri PERr-+*kop- cut; see COMMA. 

pericranium perikrei·ni;,m membrane en-
veloping the skull. XVI. - modL. peri
cranium- Gr. perikrdnion, sb. use of n. of 
perikrdnios round the skull; see PERI-, 
CRA:N"IUM. 

peridot pe-rid"t tchrysolite XIV; the 
variety called olivine XVII. In late ME. 
peritot- OF. j>eritot (mod. -dot), of which 
there are several vars. ; of unkn. origin. 

perigee pe-rid3i (astron.) point in the orbit 
of a planet that is nearest to the earth. XVI. 
In early use varying with forms directly 
repr. L. and Gr.;- F. perigee- modL. peri
geum, -amm -late Gr. perigeion (Ptolemy), 
sb. use of n. of perigeios 'close round the 
earth', f. peri PERI--i-gee, gala, ge earth. 

perihelion perih1Hi"n (astron.) point in 
the orbit of a heavenly body that is nearest 
to the sun)( APHELION. XVII. Grrecized form 
of modL. pnihelium (Kepler 1596), f. Gr. 
perf PERI- -i- lzC[ios SU:N". 

peril pe·ril ris!:, danger. XIII (AncrR., 
Cursor ::vi.). - (O)F. peril = Pr. perilh, Sp. 
peligro, Pg. perigo, It. pericolo :- L. perZ.
c(u)lum experiment, risk, f. *per- in experiri 
try (see EXPERIENCE, PlRATE)-j--culum -CLE. 
f1l Replaced OE. jli!r, corr. to G. gefahr 
danger, which may be cogn. ; superseded 
gen. by danger except in at one's p. Cf. IM
PERIL. So pe·rilous. XIII. -OF. perillous, 
-eus (mod. perilleux) :- L. periculosu-s; cf. 
PARLOUS. 

perimeter p::lri·mitg.r circumference, peri
phery. xvr. -F. phimetre- L. perimetros 
-Gr. perimetros, f. peri-t-metron; see PERI-, 
METER. 
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PERIOD 

period pi;;~•ri;;~d extent of time; end of a 
course (xiv-xv), XVI; complete sentence, 
esp. one containing several clauses; full 
pause at end of this, full stop XVI. In Ch. 
and Lydg. in the forms parodie, -ye, also in 
xv paryode, unexpl. alt. of (O)F. periode, 
corr. to Sp., It. periodo- L. periodus cycle, 
sentence- Gr. periodos circuit, revolution, 
recurrence, course, orbit, rounded sentence, 
f.periPERI-+hod6sway, course. Soperiodi
c(AL) -a·dik(l). XVII. - F. or L. - Gr. 
periodikos. periodiciTY -i·siti. XIX. -F. 

peripatetic pe=rip;;~te·tik (member) of the 
school of philosophy founded by Aristotle, 
who taught in a perfpatos or walking place 
in the Lyceum at Athens. XVI. - (O)F. 
peripatetique or L. peripateticus (Cicero, of 
the philosophy)- Gr. peripatetik6s, f. peri
patefn walk up and down, f. peri PERI- + 
patefn tread ( cf. pdtos beaten path); see -IC. 

periphery p;;~ri·f;;~ri tlayer of air XIV (once, 
Gower); boundary of a rounded surface XVI 
(Digges). -late L. peripheria- Gr. peri
phereia, f. peripheds revolving round, f. peri 
PERI-+pherein BEAR 2 ; see -Y 3 • Cf. CIRCUM
FERENCE. So peri·pherAL1• XIX (Barclay), 
periphe·rrc (Coleridge), -!CAL. XVII. 

periphrasis p:Jri'fr:Jsis roundabout way of 
speaking. XVI. - L. periphrasis (Quintilian) 
-Gr. periphrasis, f. periphrdzein, f. peri+ 
phrdzein declare; see PERI-, PHRASE. So 
periphrastic -fne·stik. xrx. - Gr. peri
phrastik6s; so F. periphrastique. 

periscope pe·riskoup apparatus for obtain
ing a view of objects above the ordinary 
level of vision. XIX (I 899). f. Gr. peri
skope£n, f. peri + skopein look; see PERI-, 
SCOPE; per h. modelled on perisco·prc (r 8o4) 
enabling one to see for some distance around 
the axis of vision. tJ[ Earlier occas. uses did 
not survive. 

perish pe·rif come to a violent or untimely 
end, cease to exist ; pass. be destroyed, lost, 
injured by exposure, etc. xm. f. periss-, 
extended stem of (O)F. perir = Pr. perir, 
It. perire, Sp. perecer, Rum. per! :- L. per ire 
pass away, come to nothing, lose one's life, 
f. per PER- 3 +ire go, eo I go, tt goes, f. *ei-, 
'*'i-, repr. also by Gr. e'imi I shall go, and in 
Skr., Celtic, and Slav. See -rsH 2 • Hence 
pe·rishABLE. XVII; after F. perissable. 

perispome pe·rispoum having a circumflex 
accent on the last syllable. xrx. Shortening 
of perispo·menon- Gr. perispi3menon, n. 
of prp. pass. of perispan draw round, mark 
with a circumflex, f. peri PERr-+span draw. 

perissodactyl p;;~riso(u)d::e·ktil (zool. of 
ungulates) having an odd number of toes. 
xrx. - modL. perissodactylus, f. Gr. periss6s 
uneven, odd+ddktulos digit (see DACTYL). 

peristaltic perist::e·ltik pert. to the auto
matic muscular movement in the alimentary 
canal. xvrr. -Gr. peristaltik6s (Galen) 

PERLUSTRATE 

clasping and compressing, f. peristellein 
wrap up or round, f. peri round+stellein 
place j see PERI-, STOLID, -IC. 

peristyle pe•ristail (archit.) colonnade sur
rounding a building. XVII. - F. peristyls 
- L. peristylum- Gr. peristtllon, sb. use of 
n. of peristtllos having pillars all round; see 
PERI-, STYLE. 

peritoneum pe:rit;;~ni·;;~m (anat.) serous 
membrane lining the cavity of the abdomen. 
XVI. -late L. peritonmum, -eum- Gr. peri
t6naion, -eion, sb. use of n. of peritonaios, f. 
peritonos stretched around, f. peTi+-tonos 
stretched; see PERI-, TONE. 

periwig pe·riwig peruke, wig. xvr. alt., 
through the stages perezvike, -zvig, of perzvike, 
-zvick, vars. of PERUKE (orig. str. pe·ruke), in 
which -zvi- repr. an attempt to render ii of 
the F. word. 

periwinkle1 pe·riwil)kl plant of the genus 
Vinca. XIV. l\1E. pervenke, -vinke - AN. 
pervenke, var. of (O)F. pen•enche = Sp. 
pervenca, It. pervinca :-late L. per"L·inca, 
earlier vi(n)ca pervi(n)ca (Pliny). tJ[ Not 
continuous with OE. peruince - L. The 
mod. form appears XVI as per(i)zvyncle, 
prob. by assim. to next. 

periwinkle" pe-riwil)kl gastropod mollusc 
of the genus Littorina. XVI (purv:inkle, pere-, 
periwinkle). Of unkn. origin; OE. zvine
zvinclan pl., also read as pinezvinclan, may 
perh. be repr. by dial. forms in penny-; in 
any case the second el. is the same. 

perjure pi'i·.rd3;;~.r pass. be p-d be forsworn 
or guilty of false swearing xv (now rare), 
repr. AN., OF. estre parjw·e(z); ref!. p. one
self XVIII, repr. F. se parjurer forswear one
self, for which the intr. pe1jure was formerly 
used XVII-XVIII (so in AN.). - (O)F. par
Jurer, tper-- L. perjiiriire, refash. of pe(r)ie
riire break one's oath, f. per PER- 3 +jurare 
swear (see JUROR). So pe•rjurY3• XIV. 
-AN. perjurie (modF. parjure) - L. per
Jurium. 

perk pi'i.rk (intr., pass.) carry oneself jauntily, 
be spruce or smart XIV; (trans.) project or 
raise in a brisk manner XVI. The earliest 
instances refer to the action of birds and 
suggest deriv. from perk sb., var. of PERCH2, 

or a transf. use of perk vb. perch (both now 
obs. or dial.)- dial. F. *perque, *perquer, 
vars. of perche,percher. Hence pe·rkY1 • XIX. 

perk(s) p:i.rk(s) sl. abbrev. of PERQUISITES. 
r887. Preceded by Sc. pirkus (1824); cf. 
parkaseet (1857). 

perlaceous p:i.Ilei·J1 ;;~s of the nature of 
pearl. XVIII. f. modL. perliiceus, f. L. perla 
PEARL j see -ACEOUS. 

perlustrate pi'i.IIA·streit travel through and 
survey. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. perliistrtire, 
f. per PER- I +liistriire purify, pass in review, 
f. [iistrum LUSTRE1 j see -ATE3• 
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PERMAFROST 

permafrost p5·~m;)frnst permanently fro
zen subsoil. XX. f. PERMA(NENT, FROST. 

permanent p5•.Im:m:mt lastingindefinitely. 
XV. - (O)F. permanent or L. permanent-, 
-ens, prp. of permanere remain to the end; 
See PER- I, 2, MA:-ISION. So pe·rmanENCE. 
xv. - (O)F. or medL. 

permeable p5•Jmi;)bl permitting passage 
or diffusion through itself. xv. -late L. per
meabilis, f. permedre (the pp. stem of which 
gave pe·rmeate XVII), f. per PER- I, meare 
pass, go (cf. CONGEE); see -ABLE. 

Permian p5·Jmi::m (geol.) pert. to the 
upper division of paheozoic strata, charac
teristic of Perm, former province of E. Russia. 
XIX, See -IAN. 

permission p:umi'f;:,n action of allowing, 
leave. XV. - (O)F. permission or L. per
missii5(n-), f. pp. stem ofpermittere surrender, 
allow, f. per-,mittere let go; see PER- I, 3, 
MISSION. So permi·t vb. XV. - L. per
mittere; hence sb. pe·rmit XVIII. per
mi·ssiBLE xv, permi·ssiVE xvii (Sh.). 

permute p:umju·t texchange XIV (PPI.); 
tchange, transmute xv; transpose XIX. - L. 
permiitdre, f. per PER- 4 + miitdre change. 
So perMUTA·TION texchange, barter XIV 
(PPI.); talteration, transmutation XIV (Ch.); 
transposition (spec. math.) XVI. - (O)F. 
or L. 

pernicious p;:,mi'f;:,s tending to destroy or 
ruin. XVI. - L. pernicii5sus, f. pernicies de
struction, f. per PER- 2+nec-, nex death, 
destruction; see INTERNECINE, -IOUS, and 
cf. (O)F. pernicieux. 

pernickety p;>Jni·kiti (colloq.) precise about 
trifles. XIX. orig. Sc., of uncertain origin; 
such local vars. as parnickety, pernackety 
suggest a fanciful alt. of PARTICULAR infl. by 
Sc. and north. knick-knack personal pecu
liarity (cf. nick-nacket, Burns)+-Y1• 

pernoctate p::im;J'kteit pass the night, spec. 
in prayer, in a certain place to 'keep resi
dence'. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. pernoctdre, 
f. per PER- I +noct-, 1lOX NIGHT; see -ATE3. 
So pernoctA·TioN. XVII. -late L. (Am
brose). 

peroration per;:,rei·J:m concluding part of 
a speech. xv (Capgrave). - F. peroration or 
L. peri5rdtii5(n-), f. peri5rdre (whence pe·ro
rATE3 XVII); see PER- I, ORATION. 

perpend p;)Jpe·nd (arch.) ponder. XVI. 
- L. perpendere weigh exactly, consider; see 
PER- 2, PENDENT. 

perpendicular p5Jp:mdi·kjul;)J situated or 
having a direction at right angles XIV (Ch.; 
but not gen. current till XVI); first applied 
to the third style of English pointed archi
tecture by T. Rickman, I8I2-IS; sb. xvr. 
- L. perpendicultiris, f. perpendiculum plum
met, plumb-line, f. per PER- 2 + pendere 
hang; see PENDENT, -CULE, -AR. (Cf. OF. 
perpendiculer, -ier, It. perpendicolare; F. per
pendiculaire- L. perpendicultiris, -iirius.) 

PERSIAN 

perpetrate p5·Jpitreit commit (an evil 
deed). xvr. f. pp. stem of L. perpetrdre per
fornl (in neutral sense), f. per PER- r + 
patrdre bring about, lit. perform or execute 
as father, f. patr-, pater FATHER; see -ATE3• 
So perpetrA·TION. xv. -F. or late L. 

perpetual p;upe·tju;:,l lasting or destined 
to last for ever. XIV (-el, Rolle). - (O)F. 
perpetuel- L. perpetualis (Quintilian, who 
uses it, with universalis, to render Gr. 
KaOo>.,KJs), f. perpetuus, f. perpet-, perpes 
continuous, uninterrupted, f. per PER-1 + 
petere be directed towards (cf. IMPETUS); 
assim. to L. form XVI; see -AL1 • So per
pe·tuATE3. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. perpetuiire, 
f. perpetuus. perpetUA'TI0:-1. XIV (Wyclif). 
- medL. perpetUITY p5.Ipltjii·lti. XV (Hoc
cleve). - (O)F.- L. 

perplex p;:,Jple·ks trouble with doubt or 
uncertainty XVI (Sh.); make uncertain or 
involved through intricacy XVII. Back
formation from .Perplexed (xv), extension of 
tperplex adj. (xiv-xvn)- (O)F. perplexe or 
L. per plexus involved, intricate, f. per PER- 2 
+plexus, pp. of plectere plait, interweave, 
involve, f. *plek-, as in duplex; twofold, 
simplex SI:\IPLE, etc.; see PLAIT. So per
ple·xiTY. XIV. - (O)F. or late L. 

perquisite p5•Jkwizit tproperty acquired 
otherwise than by inheritance xv; casual 
profits or emoluments XVI ; gratuity XVIII. 
- medL. perquisltum acquisition, sb. use of 
n. of pp. of L. perquirere search diligently 
for, f. per PER- 2-t-qua:rere seek (see QUERY). 

perry pe·ri beverage made from pears. XIV. 
:VIE. pereye, perre(e), perrye - OF. pert! :
Rom. *piriitum, f. L. pirum PEAR; see -Y6• 

persecute p5·Jsikjiit tpursue, chase; pur
sue with malignity; tprosecute at law xv 
(Caxton). - (O)F. j>ersecuter, f. L. perseciit-, 
pp. stem of persequi, f. per PER- I, 2 + sequi 
follow, St:E. So persecu·TION. XIV (Rolle, 
Barbour, Trevisa, Wyclif). - (O)F.- L. 

perseity p;';Jsi'lti independent existence. 
XVII. - mcdL. perseitiis (Duns Scotus), f. 
per se by itself, tr. Aristotle's KaO' atlT6 
('Posterior Analytics' i 4); see -ITY. 

persevere p;';Jslvi::>'.I continue steadfastly. 
XIV. - (O)F. perseverer - L. perseveriire 
abide by strictly, persist, f. perseverus very 
strict; see PER- (4), SEVERE. Stressed regu
larly perse·ver (and so sp.) till xvu; but the 
str. perseve·re is found sporadically XIV-XVI, 
is the only form used by Milton, and be
comes general in late XVII. So perseve·r
A:-.CE. XIV. - (O)F.- L.; formerly str. 
perse·z•erance. 

Persian p::i•JJ:m pert. to Persia. xm. Late 
ME. persien, percien (Ch., Gower)- OF. 
persien = It. persiano- medL. *Persiiinus 
(rep!. L. Persicus), f. (after Asiiinus) Persia, 
f. Gr. Persis- OPers. Piirsa (mod. Pars, 
Arab. Fiirs); assim. to -IAN XVI. 



PERSIFLAGE 

persiflage p(}·Jsifiii3 light banter, raillery. 
XVIII (Lord Chesterfield). F., f. persijler 
banter, f. per- for par-+siffier whistle :
popL. sifilare, for L. sibilare; see SIBILANT, 
-AGE. 

persimmon p::usi·m;>n plum-like fruit of 
the tree Diospyros virginiana. XVII (Capt. 
Smith). Early forms are putchamin, pessem
min, posimon- Algonquian word repr. by 
Cree pasiminan, Lenape pasimenan. 

persist p;>Jsi·st continue firmly in a state, 
etc. XVI ; remain in existence XVIII. - L. 
persistere, f. per PER- 2 + sistere STAND. 

person pa·.rsn tcharacter, part played; 
human being XIII; living body of a human 
being; individual personality XIV; (theol.) 
distinction of being in the Godhead XIII ; 
gram. (soL. persona in Varro, Gr. prdsopon 
in Dionysius Thrax) XVI. -OF. persone 
(mod. personne) = Pr., Sp., It. persona, Pg. 
pessoa :- L. persona mask used by a player, 
one who plays a part, character acted ('dra
matis persona'), character or capacity in 
which one acts person as having legal rights, 
human being, in Christian use of the Trinity 
(for Gr. im&aracns). perh. f. Etruscan tfoersu 
mask, and used to render Gr. prdsopon face, 
mask, dramatic part, person (f. pros to, to
wards, 6ps face). The normally developed 
var.parson (XIV-XVII) has been differentiated 
with a special meaning ; person is a reversion 
to L. form. So pe·rsonABLE having a well
formed person. xv. - F. tpersonnable. 
pe·rsonAGE timage, effigy; body of a person 
xv; person of note ; person in a drama XVI. 
- OF. personage (mod. personnage), corr. to 
Pr. personatge, It. personaggio, in medL. per
somiticum, -tigium. pe·rsonAL1 pert. to a 
person or individual XIV; )(real XV. - OF. 
personal, -el (mod. personnel)- L. personalis. 
personA'LITY. XIV. - (O)F.- late L. pe·r
sonalTY personal estate. XVI. -law F. 
personalte. pe·rsonATE3 act the part of, 
IMPERSONATE XVI j represent, typify XVII. 
f. pp. stem of late L. persontire (Boethius). 
personiFY p;,.rs;J'nifai. XVIII. - F. person
nijier (Boileau); hence perso:niFICA'TION. 
XVIII (Johnson). personnel pa.rsene·l body 
of persons engaged in a service. XIX. -F., 
sb. use of personnel PERSONAL, opposed to 
materiel material equipment, as in le materiel 
et le personnel d'une armee. 

perspective p;,.rspe·ktiv toptics XIV (Wycl., 
Trevisa); toptical instrument XIV (Ch.); 
(after It. perspectiva) art of drawing so as to 
give the effect of solidity and relative size 
XVI ; drawing in perspective XVII. - medL. 
perspectiva (sc. ars art), sb. use of fern. of 
late L. perspectivus (Boethius), f. perspect-, 
pp. stem of perspicere look at closely, f. per+ 
specere look j see PER- I, SPECTACLE, -IVE. So 
perspe·ctive adj. toptical xv; pert. to per
spective XVII. - late L. So perspicacious 
pa.rspikei· J;,s of penetrating (mental) vision. 
XVII. f. L. perspictic-, -tix sharp-sighted, 
f. perspicere; see above and -!OUS. per-

PERVADE 

spica·cnY. XVI.- F. or late L. perspi·cuous 
ttransparent xv; lucid, evident XVI. f. L. 
perspicuus, f. perspicere. perspiCU'ITY. xv. 
-L. 

perspiration pa.rspirei·J;,n tbreathing 
through; tevaporation, exhalation; excre
tion of moisture through the pores XVII. 
-F. perspiration (XVI, Pare), f. perspirer -
L. perspirtire (whence perspi·re vb. xvn); 
see PER- I, SPIRIT, -ATION. 

persuade p;>.rswei·d induce to believe or 
act in a certain way; tinduce belief in or 
practice of, commend, recommend XVI. 
- L. persutidere, f. per PER- I or 2 + suadere 
advise, recommend. So persua·S!ON. XIV. 
action of persuading XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); 
religious belief or denomination XVII ; 
(joe.) nationality, sex, sort XIX. - L. persua
sio(n-); see SUASION and cf. (O)F. persuader, 
persuasion. 

pert pa.rt (dial.) expert, intelligent xm ; 
open, manifest XIV ; forward in behaviour 
XIV (Ch.); (dial.) brisk, lively XVI. Aphetic 
of tapert (in these senses) XIII. -OF. apert 
= Pr. apert- L. apertus open, pp. of aperire 
(see APERTURE) j partly blended with OF. 
aspert, espert :- L. expertu-s expert. tJ[ In 
the first and the last senses often sp. peart 
and perh. apprehended as a distinct word. 

pertain p;,~tei·n belong to. XIV. Late ME. 
partene, -teine repr. tonic stem of (O)F. 
partenir = Pr. pertener, It. pertenere- L. 
pertinere extend, tend or belong (to), f. per 
PER- I+ tenere hold j cf. CONTAIN. So pe·r
tinENT relevant, apposite XIV (Wycl.); 
tappurtenant, suitable xv. - (O)F. pertinent 
or L. pertinens, prp. of pertinere. 

pertinacious p;;~tinei· fgs persistent in one's 
opinion or intention. XVII. f. L. pertintici-, 
stem of pertindx; see PER- 4, TENACIOUS. 
Earlier (rare) tpertinace- OF. pertinace. So 
pertina·ciTY. xvr. - F.; earlier tpertinACY 
XIV (Ch.). - L. 

perturb p;>.rta·.rb disturb greatly. XIV (Ch.). 
-OF. pertourber- L. perturbdre; see PER- 2, 

DISTURB. So perturbA'TION. XIV (Ch.). -
(O)F.- L. 

peruke p;>rii·k tnatural head of hair; PERI
WIG, WIG XVI. -F. perruque (xv, thead of 
hair)- It. perrucca, parrucca (whence also 
Sp. peluca), of unkn. origin. 

peruse p;,rii·z tuse up; go through so as 
to examine, revise, etc. xv ; read through 
XVI. prob. based on AL. *periistire, periisi
ttire use up (XIV), f. L. per PER- 4+medL. 
iistire, L. usittiri use often, frequent. f. us
USE. Hence peru·sAL2 XVI (Sh.); earlier 
tperuse sb. XVI. 

pervade p;uvei·d (arch.) pass through; 
diffuse itself throughout xvn. - L. per
vadere, f. per+vadere go; see PER- I, WADE. 
So perva·SIVE. xvm. f. pp. stem of 
pervtidere. 



PERVERSE 

perverse pGJv;i•Js turned from the right 
way, perverted XIV (Ch.); froward, way
ward XV (Lydgate). - (O)F. pervers, -e- L. 
perversus, -a, pp. of pen·ertere (see below). 
So perve·rsio::<r. XIV. - L. perversio(n-); 
cf. F. perz•ersion. perve·rt toverthrow, 
subvert; turn aside from a right course or 
opinion XIV (Ch., \Vycl.). - (O)F. pen·ertir, 
corr. to Pr., Sp. pervertir, It. pervertere, or 
their source L. pen·ertere turn round or the 
wrong way, overturn, ruin, corrupt, f. per+ 
vertere turn; see PER- z, 3, VERSE. pervert 
p::i•Jv;iJt perverted or apostate person. XVII. 
sb. use of tpervert adj. (xv-xvi), short for 
pen•erted, or an analogical formation after 
convert sb. 

pervious pJ·JviGs allowing a passage 
through. XVII. f. L. perdus, f. per PER-1 + 
via WAY. Cf. IMPERVIOUS (XVII). 

peseta pesei·~G Spanish silver coin and 
monetary umt. XIX. Sp., dim. of pesa 
weight :- L. pensa, pl. of pensum (see POISE). 

pesky pe·ski (U.S. colloq.) plaguy, con
founded. XIX. poss. alt. of *pesty, f. 
PEST+Y1• 

pessary pe·sGri tsuppository XIV; instru
ment to remedy uterine displacement XVIII. 
- late L. pessiirium, rep!. late L. pessulum, 
f. late L. pes sum, -us- Gr. pess6s, -6n draught
board, oval stone used in a game, medicated 
plug; see -ARY. 

pessimism pe·simizm tthe worst condition 
possible XVIII (Coleridge); tendency to look 
at the worst aspect of things; (after G. 
pessimismus, Schopenhauer, I8I9) doctrine 
that this world is the worst possible. f. L. 
pessimus worst, rel. to peior worse ( cf. PEJORA
TIVE) +-ISM, on the model of optimism. 

pest pest tpestilence, plague XVI; noxious 
person or thing XVII. - F. peste or L. pestis 
plague, contagious disease. So pesti·FEROUS 
plague-bringing, pernicious. xvr. -L.pesti
fer, -ferus; cf. (O)F. pestifere. pe·stilE::<rCE 
fatal epidemic, spec. bubonic plague. XIV. 
- (O)F. pestilence- L.pestilentia, f. pestilent-, 
-ens, -lentus (whence pe·stilENT xv), f. pestis; 
cf. late L. pestilis of the nature of plague, 
and L. gracilentus, macilentus. pestile·ntiAL. 
XIV. - medL. pe·sticmE1 pest-killer xx. 

pestle pe·sl instrument for pounding in a 
mortar. XIV (Wycl. Bible). -OF. pestel = 

It. pestello- L. pistillum, dim. of *pistrum, 
f. pist-, pp. stem of pins are pound; cf. -EL 2• 

pet1 pet animal domesticated and treated as 
a favourite; indulged child XVI ; darling, 
favourite XVIII. orig. Sc. and north. dial. ; 
of unlm. origin; formally distinct from 
tpeat (xvi) pet (of a woman), (spoilt) girl. 
tl[ Ir. Peat, Gael. peata are from Sc. 

pet• pet offence at being slighted. xvr. 
orig. in phr. ttake the pet; of unkn. origin. 
Hence pe·ttrsH1• xvr. 

PETROL 

petal pe·tal each of the divisions of the 
corolla of a flower. xvm. - modL. petalum 
(Fabio Colonna, 1649), in medL. metal 
plate (Isidore)- Gr. ptftalon lamina, leaf, 
sb. use of n. of adj. ptftalos outspread, f. base 
pet-, as in petdnnusthai unfold. 

petard pita·Jd small engine of war for 
making a breach XVI (Florio, Sh.); firework 
xvn. -F. petard (1585), f. peter break wind, 
f. pet fart = It. peto :- L. peditum, f. pedere 
break wind; see -ARD. 

petasus pe·t;lsas (antiq.) low-crowned 
broad-brimmed hat of the ancient Greeks. 
XVI (Jonson). - L.- Gr. ptitasos, f. base 
*pet- (see PETAL). 

peter pi·b.I (U.S. mining colloq.) become 
exhausted, give out. XIX (earlier I8IZ trans. 
in. sl. use, stop, put an end to). Of unkn. 
ongm. 

petiole pe·tioul leaf-stalk. xvm. -F. 
petiole- L. petiolus little foot, fruit-stalk, 
specialized by Linmeus ('Petiolus promit 
folium, et Pedunculus fructificationem', 
1751). 

petite p;:>ti-t of small stature or dainty 
figure. XVIII. F., fern. of petit PETTY. 

petition piti·f;m action of begging or sup
plicating, orig. in prayer XIV; formally 
drawn-up request from an inferior to a 
superior or body in authority XV. - (O)F. 
petition- L. petitio(n-), f. pp. stem of petere 
aim at, lay claim to, ask, seek; see -TION. 
Hence as vb. XVII (Sh.). tl[ To the same 
base belong APPETITE, COMPETE, IMPETUS, 
REPEAT. 

petrel pe·tr;ll small sea-bird of the genus 
Procellaria. XVII. The significance of the 
early vars. pitteral, pittrel is obscure, but as 
early as I703 Dampier has the sp. petrel and 
derives the name from that of St. Peter in 
allusion to his 'walking upon the Lake of 
Gennesareth' (cf. Matt. xiv 30), an expl. 
supported by :t\orw. Soren Peders, Peders
fugl, G. Petersvogel; for the ending cf. 
cockerel, dotteral, hoggerel, pickerel, which 
may have supplied the analogy. tl[ F. 
petrel is from Eng. 

petrify pe·trifai convert into stone XVI ; 
deprive of movement or feeling XVII. -F. 
phrifier - L. *peu·ifictire, f. petra - Gr. petrti 
rock, stone (also petros, whence Petrus 
'rock-man', Peter); see -FY. Hence petri
fa·cTION. XVII (Sir T. Browne); after 
stupefy, stupefaction; superseded pe:tri
FICA"TION (xvii, Cotgr., Sir T. B.). 

petro- pe·trou, petm· comb. form of Gr. 
petrii rock or petros stone, as in petro·
GRAPHY XVII, petro·logy xrx (earlier erron. 
petrcdogy, Pinkerton). 

petrol pe·tr;ll tpetroleum XVI; (after F. 
essence de ptftrole) refined petroleum used in 
internal combustion engines XIX (c. 1895). 
- F. ptftrole - medL. petroleum; see next. 



PETROLEUM 

petroleum pitrou·lidm mineral oil, occur
ring in rocks, etc. XVI. - medL. petroleum 
(cf. petra oleum, Saxon Leechdom, II :;:88), 
f. L. petra (see PETRIFY)+oleum OIL. 

petronel pe·tranel large pistol or carbine. 
XVI. - F. petrinal, var. of poitrinal, sb. use 
of adj. 'pert. to breast or chest', f. poi trine 
:- Rom. *pectorina, f. L. pector-, pectus 
breast; so called because in firing it the butt 
end rested against the chest. 

petticoat pe·tikout tsmall coat worn under 
the doublet xv; (Lydg.); ttunic or chemise 
XV; skirt dependent from the waist XVI. 
orig. two words, PETTY and COAT. 

pettifogger pe·tif;>g;).I legal practitioner of 
inferior status XVI; (gen.) petty practioner 
XVII. f. PETTY+ Jogger, of unlm. origin (periL 
back-formation from this). Hence pe·tti
foggiNG1 and 2, XVI. 

pe~t~toes pe·titouz (orig.) giblets; (later) 
ptg s trotters XVI. In form and sense corr. 
to F. petite oie 'little goose' (L. auca), de
fined by Cotgrave r6u as 'the giblets of 
a Goose; also, the bellie, and inwards or 
intralls, of other edible creatures' ; assim. to 
PETTY and pl. of TOE took place early. 

petty pe·ti tsmall XIV (PPL); minor, secon
dary, subordinate XVI. Late ME. pety, var. 
of petit (PPI.)- (O)F. petit = Pr., Cat. petit 
:-Rom. *pittittu-s, f. *pit- (cf. Rum. pit! 
make itself small), repr. in late L. pitinnus, 
pitulus very small, and regarded as a sym
bolic word of child-speech. In some techni
cal phr.petit is still retained, e.g.p. constable, 
p. jury, p. larceny. 

petulant pe·tjul;mt twanton, lascivious 
XVI ; tpert, saucy XVII; pettishly impatient 
XVIII. - (O)F. petulant- L. petulant-, -iins, 
prp. of *petuliire, f. petere direct oneself to, 
attack (with formative as in postuliire, ustu
llire); see PETITION, -ANT. So pe·tulANCE 
XVII, -ANCY XVI. 

petunia pitjii·ni;~ genus of herbaceous 
plants closely related to the tobacco plant. 
XIX. - modL. petunia (Jussieu, 1789), f. F. 
petun tobacco (also in Eng. use XVI-XVII) 
- Guarani pety; see -IAl, 

pew pju raised enclosure, stall, or desk in a 
church, tin a court, etc. XIV (PPI.); pl. fixed 
benches with backs XVII. Late ME. pywe, 
puwe- OF. puye, puie- L. podia, pl. of 
podium elevated place, parapet, balcony 
(whence OF. pui height, mod. puy, as in 
place-names)- Gr. p6dion base, pedestal, 
dim. of pod-, pozis FOOT. 

pewit, peewit pi·wit, pju·it lapwing. XIII 
(pywet in place-name), XVI lPuwyt, puet, -it). 
imit. of the bird's call; cf. synon. dial. pee(s)
weep, tewit, and Flem. piewitvoghel, (M)Du. 
kievit, etc., G. kiebitz. 

PHARISEE 

pewter pjii·t;).I alloy of tin and lead. XIV. 
-OF. peutre, peaultre = Pr. peltre, It. peltro 
:- Rom. *peltrum, of unkn. origin; con
nexion with SPELTER has been assumed but 
notestablished. Sopew•terER2• XIV. -AN. 
peautrer, OF. peautrier = It. peltraio. 

pfennig pfe·nix 1 ~0 of the German mark. 
XVI (phen(n)ing). G. i see PENNY. 

pha:ton fei·tdn four-wheeled open carriage. 
xvm. -F. phaeton- L. Phaethon- Gr. 
Phaeth6n (myth.) son of Helios (sun) and 
Clymene, famous for his unlucky driving 
of the sun-chariot, sb. use of prp. phaethon 
shining, rei. to phainein (cf. PHENOMENON), 
plzdos, ph6s light (cf. PHOSPHORUS). 

phago- fao·go(u) repr. Gr. phago- eating, 
phagefn- eat, as in pha·gocyte. So -phagous 
f;:,g;!S -eating, f. L. -phagus, Gr. -phagos 
(cf. SARCOPHAGUS), -phagy3 f;)d3i Gr. 
-phagiii, as in ichthyophagous, -phagy. 

phalanx fre·l;:,IJks line of battle, esp. of 
hoplites in close order xvr ; ( anat.) joint of a 
digit XVII; (bot.) bundle of stamens XVIII. 
- L. phalanx (-ang-) - Gr. phdlagx (cf. 
BALK). So pha·lange. -F.- L. 

phallus fre·l;~s penis or image of this. XVII. 
-late L. phallus - Gr. phall6s; see BULL. So 
pha·llic. xvm. -Gr. phallik6s. 

phanerogamous fren:~ro·g;~m;!s (bot.) 
flowering )(cryptogamous. XIX. f. F. phane
rogame or- modL. phanerogamus, f. Gr. 
phdneros visible, evident, rei. to phainein 
show-t-gdmos marriage, sexual union; see 
PHENOMENON, GAMETE, -OUS. 

phantasm fre·ntaozm illusion XIII; appari
tion, ghost; imagination, fancy xv; mental 
image XVI. - (O)F. fantasme, t-esme- L. 
phantasma ; see next. So phantasmagoria 
fre:ntaozm;~g5·rid exhibition of optical illu
sions; shifting succession of imaginary 
figures XIX. First recorded 18oz, applied to 
an exhibition in London, pro b. - F. fantas
magorie (r8or), f. fantasme with fanciful 
termination. 

phantom fre·nt;!m tillusion, deception XIII 
(Cursor M.); apparition, spectre XIV; mental 
illusion, dream image XVI ; appearance with
out substance XVII. ME. fantome, -um, also 
-osme- OF. fantosme, -ome (mod. fantome) 
= Pr. fantasma, -auma, Sp., It. fantasma 
:- L. phantasma- Gr. phdntasma, f. phantd
zein make visible, f. phant-, phainein show 
(see PHENOMENON). (j[ For the sp. ph- cf. 
PHEASANT. 

Pharisee fre·risi ancient Jewish sect marked 
by strict observance of the law, (hence) self
righteous person. OE. jariseus, early ME. 
Jarisew (Orm) -late L. pharisreus, -eus- Gr. 
pharisazos - Aram. p'rishaiyii, emphatic pl. 
of p'rish = Heb. piiriish separated, separa
tist. The present form is from ME. j-, 
pharise(e) - OF. pharise - L. 
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PHARMACY 

pharmacy fii·Jmasi administration of 
medicines XIV ; art of preparing drugs XVII ; 
dispensary xrx. -OF. farmacie (mod. 
pharmacie)- medL. pharmacia- Gr. phar
makeiti practice of a pharmakeus druggist, 
f. phdrmakon drug, medicine; see -Y 3 • So 
pharmaceutiCAL -sju·tibl. XVII. f. late L. 
pharmaceuticus- Gr. -keutik6s, f. pharma
keutes, pharmakeus poisoner, druggist, 
pharmakeuein administer drugs. pharma
copreia -pi·a xvrr. modL. -Gr. pharma
kopoiiti (-poios -making, -maker). 

pharos fea·ms lighthouse. XVI. Appella
tive use of L. Pharos - Gr. Phdros name of 
an island off Alexandria on which stood a 
famous tower lighthouse. (Cf. F. phare.) 

pharynx fa:-riiJks (anat.) cavity behind the 
nose. XVII. - modL.- Gr. phdrugx (cf. 
phdragx cleft, chasm). Hence phary·ngAL\ 
phary·ngeal -d3ial (modL. -eus) XIX. 

phase feiz aspect (orig. astron. of a planet). 
XIX. Partly- F. phase, partly new sg. 
evolved from phases, pl. of phasis fei·zis, 
fei·sis (xvii)- modL. phasis- Gr. phdsis 
appearance, phase, f. *pha-, as repr. by phiJs, 
phdos light (cf. PHOSPHORUS). 

pheasant fe·zant long-tailed bright-
coloured game-bird, Phasianus. XIII. -A~. 
fesaunt, for (O)F. jaisan- Pr. jaisan = Sp. 
jaisdn, Pg.jaisiio, lt.jagiano :- L. phtisitinus 
-Gr. phtisitin6s (sc. 6rnis bird) of Phasis, a 
river in Colchis, whence the bird is said to 
have spread westwards. Cf. OHG., MHG. 
jasant (G. fasan), Du. jazant. t]f As in 
phantom, there has been etymol. reversion 
to ph-. For parasitic -t cf. tyrant. 

phen- fen, fen, pheno- fe·no(u), fi·no(u), 
fena· repr. Gr. plwino-, rei. to phainein 
shine (cf. PHE:-.IOMENON), whence F. tphene 
benzene, phenyle (see-YL) radical of benzene, 
acide phenique tphenic acid; orig. applied 
to coal-tar products arising from the manu
facture of 'illuminating' gas, later as in 
phenacetin, pheno-barbitone. 

phenol fi·nal (chem.) hydroxyl derivative 
of benzene, carbolic acid. XIX. - F. phenole, 
f. phene, phenique; see pree. and -OL. 

phenomenon fina·minan, pl. -mena min;J 
thing or fact perceived or observed XVII 
(Bacon); immediate object of perception; 
notable or exceptional fact or occurrence 
XVIII. Also, in early use, phaino-, ph;eno-; 
- late L. ph;enomenon, pl. -mena- Gr. phai
n6menon, -a, sb. use of prp. pass. of phainein 
show, pass. be seen, appear, f. *phan- (as in 
phaner6s visible, clear, phantasiti FANTASY), 
extension of *pha-; see PHASE, PHOSPHORUS, 
PHOTO-. 

phew fjii vocal gesture of disgust, weariness, 
etc. XVII. repr. puffing or blowing away 
with the lips; cf. pho, phoo (xvn), foh, fah 
(XVI), FAGGH. 

PHILISTINE 

phial fai·<~l vessel (small glass bottle) for 
holding liquids. xrv. Late ME.jyole- (O)F. 
fiole = Pr.fiola, lt.fiala- L. phiola, phiala 
saucer, censer- Gr. pllidle broad fiat vessel. 

-phil fil, -phile fail repr., through med. 
and modL. -philus, F. -phile, Gr. terminal 
el. -philos (which means 'dear to', 'beloved 
by', as in Theophilus dear to God), loving, 
devoted or favourable to, e.g. modL. botano
philus (Linnreus) amateur botanist, BIBLIO
PHILE, and many formations like Anglophil(e), 
for which forms in phil(o)- would be etymol. 
more correct. The corr. adj. suffix is 
-philous filas, frequent in bot. and zoo!., 
with the sense 'having affinity to or prefer
ence for', as ammophilous, dendrophilous, 
hygrophilous; with corr, nouns of state or 
quality in -philY3 fili, -philiSM filizm. 

philander1 fila:·ndaJ t(passionate) lover. 
XVII. -Gr. philandros, f. philos loving + 
andr-, anir man, husband; used as a charac
ter-name in poetry and drama. Hence vb. 
make love, esp. flirtatiously. XVIII. 

philander• filre·ndaJ gen. name for certain 
marsupials. XVIII (fil-). Named after Phil
ander de Bruyn, who saw a specimen in 1711. 

philanthropy fila:·nprapi benevolence to
wards mankind. XVII. -late L. philan
thr6pia (formerly also in Eng. use)- Gr. 
philanthropiti, f. phildnthropos, f. phil- PHILO
+ dnthropos man; see -Y3

• So philan
thro·piC xvm; after F. phila·nthroprsT 
XVIII. 

philately fila:·t<~li postage-stamp-collecting. 
xrx (186s). -F. philatelie (Herpin, 'Le 
collectionneur de timbres-poste', 1864), f. 
Gr. phil- PHILo-+ateUs free from tax or 
charge, ateleiii exemption from payment, 
f. a- A-'+ telos payment, charge, tax; see-Y3• 

Gr. ateUs was taken as a passable equivalent 
of 'free' or 'franco', which was formerly 
stamped on prepaid letters (before the intro
duction of the impressed receipt stamp or 
its successor the adhesive label). Hence 
philatelic -ate·lik, phila·telrsT. 

philharmonic fil(h)iiJmo·nik devoted to 
music. xvrn. -F. philharmonique- It. filar
monica ; see PHIL-, HARMONIC. 

philibeg see FILIBEG. 

philippic fili·pik (pl.) name of the orations 
of Demosthenes against Philip II, king of 
Macedon, in defence of Athenian liberty 
(rv B.C.); hence applied to Cicero's ora
tions against Marc Antony, and gen. to any 
invective or denunciatory speech. XVI. - L. 
philippicus (in orationes Philippic;e)- Gr. 
Philippik6s (in <1>tll<rr7TtKo! lloyot), f. Philippos; 
see -Ic. 

Philistine fi·listain one of a people who 
inhabited the southern sea coast of Palestine 
and harassed the Israelites; an enemy into 
whose hands one mayfallxvi; tin Germany, 
one who is not a student at the university; 
person defiCient in liberal culture or of nar-



PHILLIS 

row interests XIX. -F. Philistin or Vulgate 
L. Philistinus, also Palrestinus, usually pl. 
-late Gr. Philist!noi, Palaistinoi- Heb. 
p•lishtim or -iim (whence Vulgate L. Philis
thiim, LXX Gr. Phi/istieim), rei. to p•lesheth 
Philistia, Palestine. (Earlier Eng. forms of 
the ethnic name were tPhilistee (XIV)- Vul
gate L. Philisteus, and t Philistian (xm) 
-OF. philistien- medL. Philistianus.) The 
last sense is derived from G. Philister, the 
allusive uses of which were popularized in 
England by Carlyle, Froude, and Matthew 
Arnold. This use of G. Philister is said to 
be due to the choice of the passage Philister 
uber dir, Simson! the Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson (Judges xvi) for the text of a 
sermon preached in I683 at the funeral of 
a student killed by townsmen in a riot at 
Jena. Hence PhHistinrsM. I83 I (Carlyle). 

Phillis fi·lis in pastoral poetry, comely 
rustic maiden, or sweetheart. XVII (Milton). 
- L. Phyllis girl's name in Virgil's and 
Horace's poetry- Gr. Phullis female name 
(prop. 'foliage'), f. phzillon leaf ( cf. PHYLLO-) ; 
the sp. withi instead ofy maybe due to assoc. 
with Gr. philos dear, beloved (cf. PHILO-). 

phillyrea filiri·G evergreen shrub, native of 
the Mediterranean. XVII (Evelyn). modL. 
(Tournefort, Linna:us), for L.philyrea- Gr. 
philurtfa, app. f. philitrii linden tree. 

philo- fi·lo(u), fil;:~·, before a vowel or hphil-, 
repr., often through F. or L., Gr. phil(o)-, 
comb. form of philos meaning 'lover', 'lov
ing' (cf. -PHIL), as in philosophos PHILO
SOPHER; in n1any comps. (often nonce
words) from XVII, among which in later use 
are numerous specimens of the type of Gr. 
phitellen loving or favourable to the Greeks, 
philHELLE"NE (Moore, I8zs), phi·lomath 
lover of learning XVII (Gr. philomatltis), 
phi:loproge·nitiveness faculty of love 
of offspring (as a term of phrenology, IBIS, 
Spurzheim), f. pp. stem progenit- of L. pr6-
gignere ( cf. PRO-\ GENITIVE). 

philology fil;:~·l;:Jd3i tstudy of literature 
XVII (Selden) ; science of language XVIII. 
- F. philologie (xvr; Bude, with reference to 
'the lady' of Martian us Capella's 'De nuptiis 
Philologia: et Mercurii'; cf. Ch., 'Merchant's 
Tale' 490)- L. philologia (Cicero)- Gr. 
philologia devotion to dialectic, love of 
learning and literature, love of language, f. 
philologos fond of talking, fond of learning, 
studious of words, whence L. philologus; 
see PHILO-, LOGOS. Hence philolc·grCAL, 
philo·logrST XVII, phHologue XVI. modL. 
philologicus, F. philologue (Rabelais). 

Philomel fi·lGmel, Philomela fil;:Jmi"!G 
poetic proper name of the nightingale. XVI 
(Philomele, Spenser). The earlier form was 
philomene (xv-xvr), occas. used as a common 
noun - medL. phi/omena (XII), alt., pre
sumably by assoc. with Melpomene 'the 
singing muse', of L. philomela- Gr. philo
mile nightingale. 

PHLOX 

philosopher fil;:~·s;:Jf;u one versed in philo
sophy. XIV. -AN. philo-, filosofre, var. of 
(O)F. philosophe- L. philosophus (Cicero) 
-Gr. phil6sophos 'lover of wisdom', f. ph£los 
PHILO- + soph- (see SOPHIST); orig. str. 
philoso-jre; philo·sopher (OE. had philosoph) 
(assim. to -ER1 ) has prevailed since xvr. 
So philoso·phic xvn, philoso·phiCAL 
XIV (Ch.) -late L. philosophicus (cf. adv. 
philosophice, corr. to Gr. philosophikOs); 
philo·sophrzE XVI; corr. in use to F. philo
sopher, L. philosophari, Gr. philosophefn. 
philo·sophY3 study of things and their 
causes. XIII (RGlouc.). -OF. filosofie, 
(now) philosophie, corr. to Pr. philosophia, etc. 
- L. philosophia (Cicero)- Gr. philosophfii. 

philtre, U.S. philter fi·ltG.I love-potion. XVI. 
- F. philtre- L. philtrum- Gr. philtron, f. 
*phil-, as in philos dear, philein iove+-tron, 
suffix of instrument or means. 

phit fit imit. of certain sounds, e.g. of that 
made by a bullet. xrx. 

phiz fiz face. xvn (phyz, phys). colloq. 
shortening of physnomy, early var. of 
PHYSIOGNOMY, of which another var. 
physognomy (xvr-xvn) is repr. by colloq. 
physog fi·z;:~g. t;ll Another var., visnomy, 
was current XVI-XVII, survived dial., and 
was revived by Scott and Lamb. 

phleb(o)- fle·b(ou), fleb;:~·, comb. form of 
Gr. phteps, phleb- vein. phlebotor.~y 
fleb;:~·tGmi blood-letting. XIV (earliest forn 
with fl-). -OF. flebothomie (mod. phtebJ
tomie -late L. phlebotomia- Gr. phlebotomfii, 
f. phlebotomos opening a vein, f. phlebo ., 
phteps+ *tom- cut (cf. ATOM). So phlebo·
tomrzE. XVI (Nashe). - F. - modL. 

phlegm flem mucus, considered as one of 
the four humours (cold and moist) XIV; as 
a secretion of membranes XV; coldness or 
sluggishness supposed to proceed from the 
predominance of the humour xvr. The 
present form appears xvr, as the result of 
assim. to the Gr.-L. original of earlier 
fleume, fleme, fleam(e)- OF. fleume (mod. 
flegme), corr. to Pr. fleuma, etc., Sp. flema, 
Pg. jleima, phleu(g)ma - late L. phlegma 
clammy moisture of the body- Gr. phtegma 
inflammation, morbid humour as the result 
of heat, f. ph!egein burn, blaze (cf. PHLOX). 
phlegmatic flegma:·tik xvr, tfteu- (xrv). 

phlogiston flod3i·st;:~n (old chem.) principle 
of inflammability. XVIII. - modL. - Gr. 
phlogiston, n. of phlogist6s burnt up, in
flammable, f. phlogizein set on fire, f. *phlog
burn; see next. Hence dephlogi·sticated 
lacking phlogiston (see DE· 6, -ATE 2, -ED1) 

XVIII, as in Priestley's d. air, his name for 
oxygen. 

phlox fl;:~ks herbaceous plant of the family 
Polemoniacea:. XVIII. - L. phlox (Pliny) -
Gr. phlox lit. flame, f. *phlog- *phleg- :
IE. *bhleg-, for which see also CONFLAGRA
TION, FLAGRANT, FLAME, FULMINATE, PHLEGM. 



-PHOBE 

-phobe foub terminal el. - F. -phobe - L. 
-phobus, Gr. -phobos fearing, f. ph6bos fear 
(cf. phobeisthai fear), as in hydrophobe, and 
many camps. with national names, as Anglo
phobe; so -phobia fou·bi<> (- L. -phobia
Gr. -phobia) in the sense 'dread', 'horror', 
as in hydrophobia, and Anglophobia, etc., 
some of which are modelled on F. words in 
-phobie. 

phrenix, U.S. phenix fi·niks mythical bird 
of gorgeous plumage (mostly red, ace. to 
Herodotus) living for centuries in the 
Arabian desert, then burning itself to ashes, 
from which it emerged with renewed youth. 
OE., ME. fenix- L. phamix and OF. fenix 
(mod. phenix), the L. being- Gr. phoinix 
the bird, also date-palm, etc., identical with 
phoinix Phrenician, purple, obscurely con
nected withphoin6s,phoinios red with blood. 

phonel foun abbrev. of TELEPHONE. xx. 

phone2 foun (philo!.) element of spoken 
language- Gr. phoni sound (see PHONETIC). 
XIX. 

-phone foun terminal el., repr. Gr. phon~ 
voice, sound, used in the names of instru
ments for transmitting, reproducing, or 
amplifying sound, as gramophone, mega
phone, microphone, radiophone, telephone. 

phoneme fou·nim (philo!.) series of variants 
of a distinctive speech sound. XIX. - F. 
phoneme- Gr. phiJnhna, f. phonein speak. 

phonetic fone·tik pert. to or representing 
vocal sounds xrx; (sb. pl.) science of speech
sounds xrx (Latham). - modL. phoneticus 
(G. Zoega, 1797, of notation opp. to ideo
graphic)- Gr. phi5netik6s, f. phi5net6s, ppl. 
formation on phonein speak, f. phoni voice, 
rei. to phemi I speak, pMme, L. fama FAME; 
see -rc. Hence phonetr·CIAN founlti·J;m 
1848 (A. J. Ellis). 

phoney fou·ni (sl.) deceptive, fraudulent. 
xx. Of unkn. origin. 

phonogram fou"n<>gnem character repre
senting a spoken sound r86o (Pitman); 
tsound-record made by a phonograph r884 
(see GRAMOPHONE). phonograph fou·n<>
graf tsymbol representing a sound XIX; 
instrument invented by Thomas A. Edison 
for automatically recording and reproducing 
sounds 1877. f. Gr. phoni sound-t--graphos 
written, -grdphos -writing; see prec. and 
-GRAPH. Cf. F. phonographe (Lenoir, 1877). 
So phono·GRAPHY tphonetic spelling xvm; 
phonetic shorthand invented by Isaac Pit
man in 1837 (named r84o). phono·LOGY 
science of vocal sounds esp. as applied to 
particular languages. xvnr. 

-phore f5<>J: terminal el. repr. F. -phore, 
modL. -phonts- Gr. -ph6ros bearing, bearer, 
f. '~~phor- '~~pher- BEAR 2, as in semaphore. So 
-phorrc fo·rik, -phorous far<>s. 

phosphate f<>·sfeit ( chem.) salt of phosphoric 
acid. XVIII. - F. phosphat (de Morveau, 
1787), f. phosphore PHOSPHORUS-f--at -ATE 0

• 

PHRENOLOGY 

phosphorus f<>·sf:::.r:~s tmorning star; phos
phorescent substance; (in early use Kunkel's 
p.) highly inflammable non-metallic element 
luminous in the dark, accidentally obtained 
from urine in r669 by Brandt of Hamburg, 
who communicated the discovery to Kunkel 
xvn. - L.phosphorus- Gr.phosph6ros light
bringing, sb. (sc. astdr star) morning star, 
f. phiJs light + -ph6ros -PHORE. So phos
phorE·scE, -E·scENT. xvm; cf. F.phosph01·es
cence, etc. phospho·rrc -f<>·rik. xvm. -F. 
pho·sphorous. xvm. phospho-, phos
phor(o)-, comb. forms of phosphorus. Cf. 
PH.IETON, PHENO-, PHOTO-. 

photo- fou·tou, fout<>·, before a vowel 
phot-, repr. photo-, comb. form of Gr. 
phiJs, phot- light (cf. BEA:.\I), as in photo·
METER light-measuring instrument XVIII; 
later esp. in connexion with photography, 
as pho:togravu·re (F. gravure engraving). 
pho·toTYPE plate or block for printing from, 
produced by a photographic process. 

photograph fou·t<>gritf picture produced 
by the action of light on a sensitized film. 
Used for the first time, together with photo
gra·phic and photo·GRAPHY, by Sir John 
Herschel (1792-I87r) in a paper read before 
the Royal Society on 14 March 1839, which 
was preceded by a use of G. photographie 
in the 'Vossische Zeitung' of 25 February 
1839; f. Gr. phOto-, phiJs light-t--graphos 
written; see PHOTO-, -GRAPH. t;jf Photo
graphic superseded photogenic (31 January 
1839, Fox Talbot in 'Proceedings of the 
Royal Society' vol. iv), which is now used 
for 'offering a good subject for photography'. 

phrase freiz style of expression, diction ; 
small group of words in a sentence; pithy 
expression. XVI. In earliest use also phrasis, 
-ys (in Palsgr., 1530, as sg. and pl.), from 
the pl. of which (phrases) a sg. phrase appears 
to have been evolved (cf. PHASE). - L. 
phrasis (Seneca the rhetorician, Quintilian) 
-Gr. phrdsis speech, manner of speaking, 
f. phrdzein indicate, declare, tell; cf. F. 
phrase (1548), Sp., It.frase, Du., G. phrase. 
So phraseoLOGY freizi<>·l:::.d3i arrangement 
of words and phrases in speech. XVII. 
- modL. phraseologia, spurious Gr. phraseo
logia, irreg. formed by M. Neander in the 
title of his book of locutions collected from 
!socrates, 1558 (<PPAEEOAOTIA IEO
KPATIKFI EAAFINOAATINH Phraseologia 
Isocratis Gnecolatina), from Gr. phraseon, 
g. pl. of phrdsis. 

phrenetic frlne·tik frenzied, FRANTIC. xrv 
(Ch.; in XVI-XVIII phrentic). - (O)F. frene
tique- L. phreneticus -late Gr. phrenetik6s, 
for phrenitik6s, f. phrenitis delirium, f. 
phren-, phren heart, mind; see -!TIS, -rc. 

phrenology frino·l;>d3i study of the cranium 
as an index of the mental faculties, depen
dent on the theory of Gall and Spurzheim. 
r8r5. f. Gr. phreno-, phren mind+-LOGY; 
designed to cover G. gehirn- und schiidellehre 
( 1 8o4) encephalology and craniology. Hence 
phreno·logiST, phrenolo·grCAL. 



PHTHALIC 

phthalic fpadik abbrev. of NAPHTHALIC. 
1857. 

phthiriasis pirai•;,sis, (f)pairiei·sis condi
tion of the body in which lice multiply. XVI. 
- L.- Gr. phthiriasis, f. phtheirian be lousy, 
f. phtheir louse; see -ASIS. 

phthisic ti·zik pulmonary consumption. 
XIV. ME. tisik, later ptisike, phthisick- OF. 
tisike, -ique, later ptisique, thisique (rep!. by 
mod. phtisie), corr. to Sp., It. tisica :-Rom. 
*(ph)thisica, sb. use of fern. of L. phthisicus 
-Gr. phthisik6s consumptive, f. phthisis, f. 
*phthi-, phthinein waste away; see -I c. So 
phthisis tai·sis, ti·sis, (f)pai·sis, (f)pi·sis. 
xvr. - L.- Gr. 

phut fAt (sl.) go .j., be a failure. XIX. f. 
Hind. phatna burst. 

phylactery fihe·kt;,ri small box containing 
four texts of Scripture worn by Jews as a 
reminder of the obligation to keep the law. 
XIV (Wyclif, Trevisa); in various uses from 
XVII. Early forms fil-, philaterie- OF. *fila
terie, -atiere- Vulgate L. fyl-, phylacterium 
- Gr. phulakterion safeguard, amulet, f. 
phulakter guard, f. phulak-, stem of vb. 
phuldssein. 

phyllo- fi·lou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
phzillon leaf, perh. rel. to L. folium. 

phylo- failo(u), faib· repr. comb. form of 
Gr. phziU, phulon race (whence modL. 
phylum fai·l;,m xrx), as in phylo·geny 
(Gr. genos Gm·ms) racial or tribal history. 

physeter faisi·t".r tlarge blowing whale 
XVI; cachalot XVIII. - L. physeter- Gr. 
phzlsetiir, f. phzis!iu blow, f. widespread imit. 
base *phz'l ( cf. PUSTt:LE). 

physic fi·zik healing art, medicine XIII; 
tnatural science XIV; medicinal preparation, 
medicine xvr. ME. fisike- OF.fisique medi
cine (mod. physique natural science, now 
physics)- L. physica, -e (Cicero)- Gr. phu
siki, sb. use (sc. episthnelmowledge) offem. 
of phusik6s, f. phusis nature; see BE, -rc. 
So phy·src adj. tmedical, medicinal xv (p. 
gardenxvn); physical, naturalxvr. phy·srCAL 
medical, medicinal xv; natural, material 
XVI; pert. to physics; bodily, corporeal XVIII. 
- medL. physiciilis. physicisT fi·zisist 
student of physics. XIX. physiCS fi·ziks 
natural science XVI; science that treats of 
matter and energy XVIII ; rendering L. n. pl. 
physica- Gr. tii phusikd title of Aristotle's 
physical treatises. 

physician fizi·J"n one who practises the 
healing art XIII (AncrR.); )(surgeon XIV. 
ME. fisicien- OF. fisicien (mod. physicien 
physicist), f. fisique PHYSIC; see pre c., -IAN. 

physio- fi·ziou, fizi;:,· repr. phusio-, comb. 
form of Gr. plzzisis nature (see BE). phy
siognomY3 fizi;:,·n"mi judging character 
from bodily lineaments XIV; face, coun
tenance XIV, Late l\1E. fisnamye, fis-, 
phisonomie, later phisnomy (xv-xvn), 

PIANOFORTE 

phisognomie (xvi-xvn), physiognomy (xvr) 
-OF. phisonomie, -anomie (mod. physio
nomie), corr. to Pr. phizonomia, etc.- medL. 
phisonomia, physionomia -late Gr. phusio
gnomiii (recorded once as a miswriting), 
contr. of Gr. phusiognomoniii, f. phusis nature 
+gnomon-, gnomon interpreter, f. *gno- (see 
KNOW; cf. PHIZ. physio·GRAPHY3 descrip
tion of natural phenomena XIX; physical 
geography I873 (J. Geikie). -F. physiogra
phie. So phy:siogra·ph!CAL. XVIII (Morse). 
physio·LOGY tnatural science, natural 
philosophy XVI ; science of the phenomena 
of living things XVII. - F. physiologie or 
L. physiologia (Cicero) - Gr. phusiolog{ti 
(Aristotle). So tphysio·logER1 xvr; f. late 
L. physiologus - Gr. phusiol6gos one who 
discourses on nature. physiolo·giCAL. 
XVII. physio·logiST tnatural philosopher 
xvn ; student of animal or vegetable 
physiology XVIII. 

physique fizi·k bodily structure or build. 
XIX. -F. physique m., sb. use of physique 
PHYSICAL. 

physo- fai·sou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
phusa bellows, bladder, bubble, used in 
many scientific terms. 

-phyte fait terminal el. repr. Gr. phut6n 
plant, f. phuein (see BE), and denoting a 
vegetable organism, as in saprophyte, zoo
phyte. 

phyto- fai·tou, fait;,· repr. comb. form of 
Gr. phut6n (see prec.), used in many bot. 
terms. phyto·GRAPHY, phyto·LOGY de
scription, science of plants. xvn. 

pi pai (math.) ratio of the circumference of 
a circle to the diameter. XIX. English 
pronunc. of the name of the Gr. letter II 11 

(P p ), initial letter of n<p<if,.!p«a periphery 
and 1T<p[fLerpos perimeter. 

piacular pai<e·kjul".r pert. to exptatlon. 
XVII. - L. piaculiiris, f. piaculum, f. piare 
appease, f. pius PIOUS; see -CLE, -AR. 

pia mater pai·" mei·t".I delicate innermost 
of the three meninges of the brain and 
spinal cord. XVI. medL. rendering of Arab. 
al 'unun al 1·aqiqah the thin or tender mother; 
cf. Dt:RA MATER. 

pianoforte pire·nouf6.1t, -f6:.rti musical in
strument producing tones by means of 
hammers operated by levers from a key
board. XVIII (Piano Forte, 1767). Like F. 
piano~forte (1774, Voltaire)- It. pianoforte, 
evolved from the descriptive name gra·ve
cembalo col (or di) piano e forte, 'harpsi
chord with soft and loud' (expressing the 
gradation of tone obtainable, in contrast 
with the unvarying tone of the harpsichord), 
used by the inventor Bartolomeo Cristofori 
of Padua (c.I710) ;piano eforte is found I598 
as the name of an instrument of unknown 
action. Also formerly called tfortepiano in 
It., F., and Eng. (I769). Now usu. abbrev. 
piano pire·nou. XIX (c.r8oo). 



PIASTRE 

piastre pia:·st;}J: Sp. piece of eight or dollar 
(peso duro); small Turk. coin, the ghurilsh 
XVII. -F. piastre- It. piastra, short for 
piastra d' argenta 'plate of silver' ; piastra 
metal plate, coin, repr. L. emplastra (Aulus 
Gellius), var. of emplastrum PLASTER. 

piazza pire•z::., pire·dz::. public square XVI; 
(erron.) colonnade, covered ambulatory 
XVII; (U.S.) veranda XVIII. - It. piazza = 
F. place PLACE. 

pibroch pi·br<lx series of variations for the 
bagpipe. XVIII. -Gael. piobaireachd, f. 
piobair piper (f. piob PIPE1)+-achd suffix of 
function, etc. 

pica pai·b (typog.) size of printing type. 
xvr. transf. use of medL. pica PIE3 (but no 
edition of the 'pie' printed in 'pica' type 
appears to be known) ; cf. BREVIER, PRIMER. 

picador pibd5·J: in bullfighting, mounted 
man who provokes the bull with a lance. 
XVIII. Sp., 'pricker', f. picar prick = (O)F. 
piquer :-Rom. *picctire PICK 2• 

picaresque pik<~re·sk pert. to rogues, orig. 
of Sp. literary fiction. XIX. -F.- Sp. 
picaresco, f. picaro roguish, knavish, sb. 
rogue (carr. to It. piccaro rascal, beggar); 
see -ESQUE. 

picaroon pibru·n pirate, pirate ship; 
rogue. XVII (Capt. Smith). - Sp. picaron, 
augm. of picaro; see prec. and -OON. 

picayune pik<~ju·n (in Louisiana, etc.) 
Sp..anish half-real (6i cents), (U.S.) s-cent 
piece; insignificant object; adj. mean, 
paltry. XIX. -F. picaillon old copper coin 
of Piedmont, halfpence, cash- modPr. 
picaioun, of unkn. origin. 

piccalilli pi·blili pickle of chopped vege
tables and hot spices. xvm. prob. fanci
fully f. PICKLE, with reminiscence of CHILLI. 

piccaninny pi·bnini little one, child, esp. 
child of negro or coloured race. XVII. \V. 
Indian Negro formation on Sp. pequei'io or 
Pg. pequeno little, small (of unkn. origin); 
perh. directly based on Pg. dim. pequenino. 

piccolo pi·k;}lou small flute (orig. p. flute). 
XIX. - It. piccolo small, f. *pik- (in It. and 
Rum.), corr. to synon. *pet- (in F. and Pr.), 
and *pek- (in Sp. and Pg.). See PETTY. 

pice pais i anna. XVII. -Hind. paisa, perh. 
f. pa'i PIE5 • 

piceous pi·si;Js pitchy. XVII. f. L. piceus, 
f. pic-, pix PITCH1 ; see -EOUS. 

pick1 pik pointed tool for breaking up a 
surface. XIV (Ayenbite). ME. pic, pykk, 
app. collateral form of pike pick, pointed 
object (surviving dial.), OE. pic, rei. to 
picung pricking, verbal sb. of *pician or 
*pican (see next). 

pick2 pik probe with a pointed instrument, 
etc. ; pluck, gather; choose out; rob, plunder. 
xv. Succeeded to pike XIV (surviving dial.), 

PICTURE 

prob. through the infl. of F. piquer = It. 
piccare, etc., or MLG., lVIDu. picken (Du. 
pikken), whence presumably also Ice!. 
pikka, in the senses 'pick', 'peck', 'pierce', 
'puncture'. 

pick-a-back pi·k;}brek on the shoulders or 
back like a pack. XVI. Earlier (ta) pick-back, 
ton or a pick-pack (still dial.); it is doubtful 
whether the orig. form referred to the pitch
ing of a pack on the shoulders or the back 
on which it is pitched (as, e.g. in G. hucke
pack, -back). 

pickaxe pi·ka:ks tool consisting of a curved 
iron bar with PICK1 • xv. alt., by assim. of 
the final syll. to AX£, of ME. pikois, -eis (sur
viving in s.w. dial. as peckis, pickis)- OF. 
picois. 

pickerel pi·k;}r;}I young pike. XIV. f. PIKE1 

+ -EREL after cockerel; in AL. pikerellus (xnr). 

picket pi·kit A. pointed stake, etc. xvn; 
B. small detachment of troops (orig. with 
horses tied to stakes) XVIII. -F. piquet, f. 
piquer prick, pierce; see PICK2, -ET. 

pickle pi·kl salt liquor in which food is 
preserved XIV; article of food so preserved 
xvrr. ME. pekille, pykyl- MLG., MDu. 
peke! (whence also G. poke!), of unkn. origin. 
Hence vb. XVI. 

picnic pi·knik (orig.) social entertainment 
in which each person contributed a share 
of the food; (now) outdoor pleasure party 
with a repast. XVIII (Chesterfield, 1748). 
-F. piquenique (xvn, said by Menage, 1692, 
to be of recent introduction); unexplained. 

picotee pibti· variety of carnation. XVIII. 
- F. picote, pp. of picoter mark with pricks 
or points, f. picot, dim. of pic point, prick. 

picquet pike·t card-game. xvrr. -F. pi
quet, tpicquet, prob. f. pic injaire pic make 
sixty, of obscure origin. 

picric pi·krik (chem.) p. acid. XIX. f. Gr. 
pikr6s bitter 1--IC. So pi·cro-, comb. form 
of Gr. pikr6s. XIX. 

Pict pikt one of an ancient people of N. 
Britain. Late ME. (Trevisa) -late L. Picti, 
identical in form with picti painted or 
tattooed people (pp. of L. pingere PAINT), 
adopted in OE. as Pihtas, var. Peohtas, 
whence ME. Peght, Sc. Pecht. 

picture pi·ktf~-' tpictorial representation 
xv (Lydg.); individual painting or drawing 
xv (Caxton); visual impression, mental 
image; graphic description XVI. - L. pictfira 
painting, f. pict-, pp. stem of pingere PAINT, 
embroider. Hence vb. xv (Caxton). So 
picturESQUE piktf;}re·sk such as would make 
an effective or striking picture. XVIII (I703 
Steele, I/I2, 1717 Pope). -(with assim. to 
prec., to express 'in the style of a picture') 
F. pittoresque- It. pittoresco (F. Redi I664) 
'in the style of a painter', f. pittore :- L. 
pictorem, nom. pictor painter, f. pict- f1f The 



PIDDLE 

earliest evidence available for the F. word is 
1720 (pittoresque), 1732 (pittoresquement), 
but in 1712 Pope wrote of 'what the French 
call very picturesque'. 

piddle pi·dl A. (dial.) trifle XVI; B. (colloq.) 
urinate XVIII. In A perh. alt. of PEDDLE by 
assoc. with LG. piddeln; in B presumably 
based on PISS or PEE, after PUDDLE. 

pidgin, pigeon pi·d3in in P. English, com
mercial jargon used esp. in the Far East. 
XIX (c.185o). Chinese perversion of BUSI
NEss, used for 'occupation' or 'affair'. 

pie1 pai MAGPIE. XIII (Owl & Nightingale). 
- (O)F. pie = Pr. piga, It. pica :- L. pica 
magpie, rei. to pims green woodpecker, and 
Skr. pikds Indian cuckoo, and referred by 
some to IE. *(s)pf- be pointed, whence also 
the Germ. word for woodpecker, (M)Du. 
specht, OHG. speht (G. specht). ~ The foil. 
words, PIE 2, PIE 3, PIE\ may be all ult. identi
cal with this. 

pie2 pai dish composed of meat, etc., en
closed in paste and baked. XIV. prob. 
identical with PIE1 (pica being the medL. 
equiv.); it has been conjectured that the 
reason for the application is that the magpie 
collects miscellaneous objects, and tchewet 
meat or fish pie (perh. identical vvith F. 
chouette tjackdaw, now owl) and HAGGIS 
have been compared. 

pie 3 pai (liturg.) perpetual almanac and 
ordinal for the recitation of divine service. 
xv (Caxton). Rendering of medL. pica 
(identical with PIE1); cf. PICA and PIE 2 • 

pie' pai (typogr.) confused mass of type 
(spec. printer's p.). xvn. perh. tr. F. pate 
pasty (PIE 2

), as in caracteres tombes en pate. 
~ Cf. the synon. G. zwiebelfische. 

pie5 pai -for of an anna. XIX. -Hindi, Marathi 
pa'i :- Skr. padi, pad quarter, FOOT (cf. 
PICE). 

piebald pai·b5ld of two colours mingled, 
esp. white and black. XVI. f. PIE1 -l-BALD (in 
the sense 'streaked with white'). 

piece pis A. separate or detached portion 
XIII (w. midi.); (dial.) portion of time or 
space XIII; quantity (of matter or substance) 
XIV; B. section of armour, etc. XIV; fire-arm; 
coin XVI; cask (of liquor) xv; 'man' in a 
game XVI; C. person XIII (RGlouc.). -ME. 
pece, later piece- AN. pece, OF. piece (mod. 
piece) = Pr., Cat. pesa, Sp. pieza, Pg. pe{:a, 
It. pezza :-Rom. *pettia (cf. medL. petia, 
pecia, pet(t)ium), prob. of Gaulish origin (cf. 
W. peth quantity, part, Breton pez piece :
Brythonic *petti-, corr. to Goidelic *quett-, 
whence Olr. cuit, Gael. cuid part, share. 
Cf. PEAT. Hencepiecevb. XIV. pieceMEAL 2 

piece by piece XIII; rep!. OE. styccem<Elum. 

pied paid particoloured, orig. of black and 
white like a magpie. XIV. First in pyed 
freres, also called freres of the pye and freres 

PIG 

pyes (Walsingham 'Historia Anglicana' an. 
1326) friars wearing a particoloured habit, 
tr. based on OF. freres agachies (F. agace 
magpie); f. PIE1 +-ED 2 • 

piepowder pai·pau:d;u (hist.) Court of P., 
P. Court, orig. Court of P-s summary court 
formerly held at fairs and markets to ad
minister justice among itinerant dealers, 
etc. xv. - AN. piepuldrus - AL. pedepul
verosus dusty-footed, i.e. abl. sg. of L. pes 
foot, and adj. f. L. pulver-, pulvis dust (see 
POWDER). 

pier pi:)J one of the supports of the spans 
of a bridge XII ; solid structure extending 
into the sea, etc., breakwater, jetty XIV; 
pillar XVII. ME. per- AL. pera or per a, of 
unkn. origin. ~ 0 NF. pire breakwater, boom 
of a harbour, weir, though corr. in meaning, 
cannot be formally equated. 

pierce pi;us penetrate with a sharp-pointed 
instrument. XIII. ME. perce (later pierce 
XVI)- (O)F. percer = Pr. pertusar, It. pertu
giare :-Rom. *pertiisiare, f. L. pertftsus, pp. 
of pertzmdere bore through, f. per- PER- + 
tundere thrust (cf. CONTUSION). 

Pierian paii:)·ri:)n pert. to Pieria, a regi~n 
of ancient Macedonia, a seat of the worship 
of the Muses. XVI. f. L. Pierius, f. Pie ria; 
see -IAN. (In OE. Pierisc.) 

pierrot pi;:~·rou French pantomime charac
ter· clown with whitened face in fancy 
costume. XVIII. - F. pierrot, appellative use 
of pet-form of Pierre PETER. 

pieta pjeita· representation of the Virgin 
Mary mourning over the body of the dead 
Christ. XVII. It. :- L. pietdtern PIETY. 

pietism pai·ltizm movement for the re
vival of piety in the Lutheran communion; 
hence gen. xvn. -G. (modL.) pietismus, 
f. L. pietas PIETY; see -ISM. So pi·etiST 
XVII : applied orig. in derision to the fol
lowers of P. J. Spener in ref. to the collegia 
pietatis or unions for religious edification 
formedc.I67o at Frankfort, Germany. 

piety pai-iti tpity XIII ; faithfulness to filial 
(or similar) duties XVI; devotion to religious 
duties XVII. - OF. piete (mod. pit!te)- L. 
pietiis dutifulness; f. pius PIOUS; see PITY, 
from which piety was not fully differen
tiated till late XVI. 

piezometer paiiz<>·mlt;u instrument for 
measuring pressure. XIX (I82o, J. Perkins). 
f. Gr. piezein press+-( o )METER. 

piffle pi·fl trifle (aU'ay), talk ineffectively. 
XIX. Of symbolic origin ( cf.- LE3); so Sc. 
pijfer. Hence sb. 

pig pig young of swine XIII (AncrR.); 
swine of any age; oblong piece of metal, 
ingot (cf. sow1 ) xvr. ME. pigge :- OE. 
*picga, *pigga (of similar formation to docga 
noa), prob. repr. in OE. picbred 'swine
food', acorn, and in the proper name Pigman 



PIGEON 

(xn); connexion with synon. LG., early Du. 
bigge, big, MDu. vigghe, cannot be made out. 
Hence pi·gTAIL twist of tobacco XVII; plait 
of hair xvnr. 

pigeon1 pi·d3ln tyoung dove; bird of the 
family Columbid(e xrv; tyoung woman, 
girl; dupe, gull XVI. Late ME. peion, pyion, 
pegeon- OF. pijon young bird, esp. young 
dove (mod. pigeon) = Pr. pijon (whence Sp. 
pich6n, It. Piccione):- Rom. *pibio(n-), for 
late L. pipio(n-) (whence It. pippione), f. 
imit. base *pip-, with corr. verbal forms 
pipiiire, pipire, pipiliire, pipitiire (cf. PEEP1) 

and cogns. Skr. pippaka, pippikas, Gr. pipos, 
pipplzein. 

pigeon2 see PIDGI:-;. 

pigment pi·gm::lnt colouringmatter. (OE.), 
xrv. - L. pigmentum, f. *pig-, base ofpingere 
PAIKT; see -MENT. 

pike1 paik large voracious freshwater fish, 
Esox lucius. XIV. perh. of OE. date, being 
prob. repr. in the place-names Picheburne 
(xr), Pickburn in Yorkshire, Pikeme1·e (xm), 
Pickmere in Cheshire, 'stream/lake where 
pike were found', and identical with OE. pic 
point, pick, the fish being so named from its 
pointed jaw (cf. F. brochet pike, f. broche 
spit). OE. pic (also in hornpic pinnacle) 
corr. to LG. pike, ON. pik piked staff, 
Goth. peikaJbagms palm tree, of obscure 
origin, perh. corresp. to L. ficus fig. See 
also PICKEREL. 

pike2 paik weapon consisting of a long 
wooden shaft with pointed head. XVI. 
- (O)F. pique = Pr. piqua, Sp. pica, It. 
picca, CRom. of Germ. origin. 

pike3 paik short for TURNPIKE. XIX (Dickens). 
pikelet pai·klit local (w. midi.) name for a 

kind of crumpet. XVIII. app. short for 
barapicklet (cf. 'our welsh Barrapyclids', 
Cotgr., s.v. Popelins). 

pikestaff pai·kstaf A. staff with metal point 
xrv; B. wooden shaft of a pike xvr. In sense 
A prob. - ON. pikstafr, f. pik; see PICK1 and 
STAFF; in sense B f. PIKE 2

• ~ In as plain as 
a p. (xvr) an alt. of packstafJ, i.e. a staff on 
which a pedlar supports his pack, with poss. 
ref. to its smoothness. 

pilaster pil(e·st::l.I square or rectangular 
pillar. XVI. - F. pilastre - It. pilastro, 
medL. p'ilastrum, f. L. plla pillar, PILE 2 ; see 
-ASTER. 

pilau, pilaw pilau·, pil5·, pilaff pilii·f 
Oriental dish of rice. XVII. -Turk. piliiw, 
piliiv, -iif- Pers. piliiw (whence Urdu pilao, 
paliio). Cf. F. pilau, It. pilao, modGr. 
pildphi, Russ. pildz•, Rum. pilaf. 

pilch pil'J outer garment of skin dressed 
with the hair or of woollen stuff OE.; saddle 
pad xvr; baby's wrapper XVII. OE. *pileee, 
(late) pyl(e)ce = OHG. pelliz (G. pelz fur, 
furred coat)- medL. pellicia cloak, for L. 
pellicea, fern. of pelliceus, f. pellis skin, FELL 1 ; 

cf. PELISSE, SURPLICE. 

PILL 

pilchard pi·ltf::l.rd small sea-fish, Clupea 
pilchardus, allied to the herring. XVI 
(Pilcher, -erd, -ard). Of unkn. origin; the 
ending was assim. to -ARD, as in gurnard. 
(jf Ir. pilseir is from English. 

pilcrow pi·lkrou paragraph mark (jf. xv. 
unexpl. alt. of pylcrafte (l\Iedulla Gram.), 
var. of pargrafte (Ortus Vocab.), for *pargraf 
(cf. AL. pergraphum), contr. of paragraf 
PARAGRAPH. C£ PARAPH. 

pile1 pail tdart, shaft, spike OE.; pointed 
stake or post, esp. for driving into soft 
ground for support of a structure XI; (her.) 
charge of the form A xv. OE. pi!= .:VILG., 
:\1:Du. pil (Du. pijl), OHG. pfil (G. pjeil) 
(ON., Sw., Da. forms are - LG.) - L. 
pilum javelin. 

pile 2 pail i·pillar, pier; heap of things laid 
one upon the other xv; heap of combustibles 
XVI ; lofty mass of buildings XVII; series of 
metal plates in a battery xrx. - (O)F. pile 
heap, pyramid, mass of masonry~~ Sp., It. 
pila :- L. pila pillar, pier, mole, whence 
pila1·e ram down, heap up, plunder, steal 
(see co~1PILE). Cf. PILLAGE. Hence pile vb. 
heap up. XVI. 

pile 3 pail fine soft hair xv; nap of cloth xvr. 
prob. - AK pyle, var. of peil (Liber Albus) 
kind of cloth, (O)F. pail == Pr., Sp., It. pelo, 
Rum. par:- L. p£lus hair. 

pile4 pail hremorrhoid. xv. prob. - L. pila 
ball, with ref. to the globular form of an 
external pile. 

pileated pi·lieitid (nat. hist.) having a 
pileus or cap. XVIII. f. L. pileiitus, f. pileus, 
pilleus; see -ATE 2, -En1 • 

pilfer pi'lb.r (obs.) plunder. xrv. Late 
:\IE. pylfre, pelfyr- AN., OF. pelfre (cf. 
AL. pelfra), f. pelfrer, whence pilfer vb. 
plunder, (later) steal in small quantities. 
xvr; see PELF. The form was early affected 
by assoc. with tpill (see PILLAGE). 

pilgarlik pilga·Jiik bald-headed man; poor 
creature (U.S. sl., one's poor self). XVII. 
For earlier pilled (i.e. peeled) garlic xvr, bald 
head being likened to a peeled head of garlic. 

pilgrim pi·lgrim ·rwayfarer xn; one who 
journeys to a sacred place as an act of reli
gious devotion XIII; P. Fathers XVIII. ME. 
pilegrim- Pr. pelegrin = Cat. pelegri, peregri, 
Sp. peregrino, It. pellegrino, (O)F. pelerin -
L. peregrinus foreign; see PEREGRINE. The 
Eng. forms, with .. l .. gr ( cf. Ice!. pilagrimr, 
MLG. pilegrinz), suggest derivation through 
southern France or northern Spain. For 
final m from n cf. buckram, grogram, megrim, 
vellum. (jf So pi·lgrimAGE. XIII (pe[rim-, 
pilegrim-). - Pr. pilg1·inatge = (O)F. pele
rinage, etc. 

pill pi! small ball of medicinal substance to 
be swallowed xv (Caxton); transf. pellet, 
ball xvr. - MLG., MDu. pille, Du. pil 
(whence G. pille), presumably- reduced 
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PILLAGE 

form of L. pilula PILULE. Hence pill vb. 
dose with pills XVIII ; ( sl.) blackball, fail (a 
candidate). 

pillage pi·lid3 spoliation, plunder. XIV 
(Gower). - (O)F. pillage, f. piller plunder 
(whence pill tplunder, pillage, dial. peel 
xm, superseding tpile, OE. *pi/ian, pylian 
xn, in OF. only in espiller- Pr. pilhar, 
Cat. pillar :- Rom. *pilidre, perh. f. L. 
pilum javelin; see -AGE. Hence vb. XVI 
(Marlowe, Hakluyt, Nashe). 

pillar pi·b.r slender or narrow upright sup
porting a structure. XIII (AncrR.). ME. 
piler(e)- AN. piler, (O)F. pilier = Pr., Sp. 
pilar:- Rom. *piltire, f. L. pila pillar, pier, 
PILE2

; assim. in sp. to words in -AR from XIV. 

pillion pi·lj;m saddle, esp. a woman's light 
saddle; also, cushion or pad behind a saddle. 
XVI (Sc. pib;ane, Eng. pyllyon). - Gael. 
pillean, pillin, Ir. pillin, dim. of pell (g. sg. 
and nom. pl. pill) couch, pallet, cushion 
- L. pellis skin, FELL1• 

pilliwinks pi·liwil)ks (hist.) sort of thumb
screw. XIV. In Eng. use pyrwykes, pyre
winkes (XIV-XV), in Sc. use from late XVI 
pilli-, pinniwinkes, of which various corrupt 
vars. occur in later writers; of unlm. origin. 

pillory pi-l;:,ri wooden framework erected 
on a post or pillar and constructed like 
stocks. XIII. ME. pillori- AL. pillorium 
(xn)- (O)F. pilori, tpillori, tpellori (XII), 
prob.- Pr. espilori, of obscure origin (there 
are many variations of form in OF., Pr., and 
medL.); poss. (if the forms with single l are 
original)- Rom. *expilorium, f. L. ex EX-1 -\

pila PILLAR; see -ORY\ So vb. XVI; after F. 
pilorier. 

pillow pi·lou cushion for support of the 
head. Late ME. pilwe (XIV Chaucer, Gower, 
Wycl. Bible) :- OE. *pylw-, obi. stem of 
·Pyle, later pylu (whence ME. pile, pule, pele, 
dial. pill, peel), corr. to MLG. pole, MDu. 
peluwe, poluwe (Du. peluw), OHG. pfuliwi, 
pfulwo (G. pfiihl, UG. pfulwe, pfulbe), repr. 
WGerm. *pulwi(n) (II-m)- L. pulvinus 
cushion, bolster. 

pilose p;1i·lous hairy. XVIII. - L. pilosus, 
f. pilus hair, PILE3 ; see -OSE1• So pi·lous. 
XVII. 

pilot pai·l;:,t steersman, esp. for harbour 
service. XVI. - F. pilate- medL. pilotus (xv) 
(whence also Sp., Pg. piloto), varving with 
pedota, pedotta- MGr. *pedotes, f. Gr. 
ped6n oar, pl. ru_dder, f. *ped-, *ped- FOOT; 
cf. -OT. (Du. pzloot, G. pilot are also from 
F.) So vb. XVII; after F. piloter. 

pilule pi·ljul pill. XVI. -F. pilule- L. 
pilula, dim. of pila ball, PILE4 ; see -ULE. 

pimento pime·ntou Jamaica pepper or 
al_ls.!?ice, tree yielding this. xvn. - Sp. 
ptmzento- L. pzgmentum PIGMENT, in medL. 
spiced drink, (hence) spice, pepper. 

PINCH 

pimp pimp pander, procurer. xvn. Of 
unkn. origin. 

pimpernel pi·mp;Jm;Jl tgreat burnet, salad 
burnet; plant Anagallis arvensis. xv. -OF. 
pimpernelle (mod. pimprenelle), earlier pipre
nelle (corr. to Sp. pimpinela, It. pimpinella, 
medL. pipinella)- Rom. *piperinella, f. *pipe
rinus pepper-like, f. L. piper PEPPER, the fruit 
of burnet resembling peppercorn. «.lf In 
the Rom. langs. the word has still the first 
sense ; the reason for the transference to 
the second in Eng. is not known. There is 
much variation in Germ. derivs., early and 
modern. 

pimple pi·mpl small tumour on the skin. 
XIV. Nasalized form corr. to late OE. piplian 
(in prp.) break out into pustules; parallel to 
obs. and dial. var. pumple (xvi; cf. F. tpom
pette 'a pumple, or pimple on the nose, or 
chinne', Cotgr.); similar forms are L.papula 
pustule, Lith. papas nipple. 

pin pin peg OE.; (superseding preen, OE. 
preon) pointed length of stiff wire used as 
a fastener XIV; (pl.) legs; skittles XVI. Late 
OE. pinn, corr. to MLG. pin, (M)LG., 
(M)Du.pimze (Du.pin), OHG.pfinn (MHG. 
pfinne), Ice!. pinni- L. pinna applied to 
various objects likened to a wing or feather 
(cf. PINION, PINNACLE), referred by Quin
ti!ian to an adj. *pinnus pointed, but assoc. 
in use with penna PEN', of which it appears 
as a var. in several senses. Hence pin vb. 
XIV. pi·ncu:sHION XVII, earlier tpinpillow 
XVI; pi·n-FEA'THER immature feather XVII 
(earlier pen-feather); pi·n-:.viO=NEY allowance 
made to a woman for dress, etc., typified by 
the pins used for fastening or adorning gar
ments (cf. 'I give my said daughter Margaret 
my lease of the parsonadge of Kirkdall 
Churche ... to by herpynnes withal' 1542). 
XVII; pi·n-PRICK XIX; in fig. USe from I885 
after F. (politique de) coups d'epingle. 

pinafore pi·naf5a.r child's or woman's 
washable overall. XVIII (pin-a-fore, Miss 
Burney). f. PIN vb.+AFORE, because orig. 
pinned over the dress in front. Also tpin
before (XIX, Southey). Hence pi·nnY6• XIX. 

pinaster pai·nmsta.r pine tree, Pinus 
Pinaster, of south-western Europe. XVI. 
- L. pinaster, f. pinus PINE1 ; see -ASTER. 

pince-nez p£·snei eyeglasses with clip for 
the nose. XIX. -F., f. pincer PINCH+ nez 
NOSE. 

pincers pi·ns;uz tool for grasping or nip
ping. XIV. ME. p!.pinsers, -ours-AN. *pin
cers, -ours, f. OF. pincier; see PINCH, -ER0

• 

pinch pintJ compress between the tips of 
finger and thumb, the teeth, etc. ; nip as 
with cold; stint, restrict xvr. -A~ .• ONF. 
*pinchier, var. of OF.pincier (mod. pincer) = 
Sp. pinchar, It. pinzare :-Rom. *pinctidre, 
alt. of *punctidre (see PUNCHEON) by assoc. 
with *pik- PICK 2• 



PINCHBECK 

pinchbeck pi·ntJbek alloy of copper and 
zinc xvm ; fig. counterfeit, spurious XIX. 
Named after the inventor, Christopher 
Pinchbeck (died 1732), watch- and toy
maker of Fleet Street, London. 

pine1 pain tree of the coniferous genus 
Pinus. OE. pin- L. pinus, coalescing in 
ME. with adoption of (O)F. pin ( = Pr. pin, 
Sp., It. pino, Rum. pin :-L.), perh. f. base 
*pit- resin, of Skr. pitudtirus (lit. 'resin
tree'), Gr. pitus pine, and L. pituita gum 
(see PITGITARY). Hence pi·ne-a:pple A. 
tpine-cone ( cf. Du. pijnappel) XIV; B. plant 
ananas, Ananassa sativa, the collective fruit 
of which develops from a conical spike. 

pine• pain taffiict, torment OE.; tcause 
to languish or waste away XIII ; become 
wasted xv; be consumed with longing XVI. 
OE. pinian, corr. to MDu., MLG. pinen 
(Du. piJnen), OHG. pinon, ON. pina, rei. 
to OE. *pine (ME. pine), OS., OHG. pina 
(Du. piJne, piJn, G. pein), ON. pina, CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic)- medL. pena, L. PfEna 
(whence also (O)F. peine PAl"') PE""ALTY
Doric Gr. poind (Attic paine) compensation 
for crime, expiation, punishment. 

pinfold pi·nfould pound (later, fold) for 
cattle, etc. XIV. Late OE. pundfald, f. *pund 
POUND 2 +faldFOLD; hence in ME. and mod. 
dial. forms pun( d)-, pound-, pond- but from 
c.r400 assoc. with pind, OE. pyndan (:
*pnudian) shut up, dam, and PIN vb. enclose, 
bar up (XIV). 

ping pi!) expressing an abrupt ringing 
sound. xrx. imit. (cf. PINK4). Hence pi·ng
pong game like lawn-tennis, played on a 
table with bats and a celluloid ball. XIX; 
redupl. after ding-dong. 

pinguefy pi·l)gwifai make fat or greasy. 
XVI. - L. pinguefacne, f. pinguis fat; see -FY. 
So pinguE"SCENT. XVIII. - prp. of L. pin
guescere become fat. pingum1 fat, unctuous. 
XVII. f. L. pinguis. 

pinguin pi·l)gwin (fruit of) W. Indian 
plant Bromelia Pingwin, allied to the pine
apple. XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

pinion' pi·nj;m terminal segment of a bird's 
wing, (gen.) wing. xv. -OF. pignon pl. 
wing-feathers, wings, (now only, gable) :
Rom. *pinnio(n-), augm. of L. pinna PIN. 
Cf. PENNON. Hence pi·nion vb. cut the 
pinions of; bind the arms of. XVI. 

pinion2 pi·nj;m small cog-wheel the teeth 
of which engage with those of a larger one. 
XVII. - (O)F. pignon (whence Sp. piiion), 
alt. of tpignol :-Rom. *pineolus, f. L. pinea 
pine-cone, f. pinus PINE1 • 

pink1 pil)k (small flatbottomed) sailing 
vessel. xv.- MDu. pin(c)ke, small seagoing 
vessel, fishing-boat (whence also F. pinque, 
Sp. pinque, It. pinco), of unkn. origin. 

PIONEER 

pink2 pil)k species of Dianthus; fig. finest 
'flower', embodied excellence of XVI (Sh.) ; 
adj. of a pale-light-red colour XVIII; hence sb. 
pink colour, and with spec. application to 
the scarlet worn by fox-hunters XIX. perh. 
short for tpink eye (see PINK-EYED); cf. 
synon. F. millet, dim. of mil eye. 

pink3 pil)k intr. and tr. prick, pierce XIV; 
ornament (cloth, etc.) by cutting holes in it, 
(later) ornament with scalloped edges, etc. 
xvr. perh. of LDu. origin (cf. LG. pinken 
strike, peck). 

pink4 pil)k imit. of the note of the chaffinch, 
etc. XIX. Cf. PING. 

pink-eyed pi·l)kaid (dial.) having narrow 
or half-closed eyes. XVI (Harman). f. pink 
eyes (of which there was a var. pink nyes) 
-early Du. pinck oogen, i.e. pinck small (cf. 
Du. pink the little finger, etc.), ooghen, pl. 
of ooghe EYE; see -ED 2• 

pinnace pi·n~s small light sea vessel. XVI. 
- F. pinace, tpinasse- It. pinaccia or Sp. 
pinaza, which have been referred to Rom. 
"Pinticea (sc. mivis ship), f. L. pinus PINE', 
poet. ship; but this does not account for 
earlier OF. spinace, A~. espynasse, spynagtz 
pl. (xrv), Eng. tspinace, tspyn(n)es (xv), AL. 
spinacium (x1v), of which pinace, etc. appear 
to be aphetic derivs. 

pinnacle pi·n~kl pointed turret; mountain
peak XIV; highest pitch or point xv. -OF. 
pin(n)acle (mod. pinacle) -late L. pinnti
culum, dim. of L. pinna feather, wing, 
pinnacle; see PIN, -CLE. 

pinnate pi·neit resembling a feather. XVIII. 
- L. pinnatus feathered, winged, f. pinna; 
see PIN, -ATE2 • Also pi·nnatED1 • XVIII. 

pinocle pi·n;>k! (U.S.) game of cards re
sembling bezique. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

pint paint measure of capacity. XIV. - (O)F. 
pinte = Pr., Sp.pinta (whence medL.pinta), 
of unkn. origin. Cf. MLG., MDu., MHG. 
pinte. 

pintado pintii·dou tchintz; species of 
petrel; guinea-fowl. XVII. - Pg. (Sp.) 
pintado guinea-fowl, sb. use of pp. ('spotted') 
of pintar :-Rom. *pincttire, f. *pinctus, 
pp. of L. pingere PAINT. 

pintle pi·ntl (dial.) penis OE.; pin, bolt 
xv. OE.pintel, dim. f. a base repr. by OFris., 
LG., Du., G. pint; cf. cuckoo-pint (xvr), 
-pintle (xv), priest's pintle wild arum, and 
see -LE1

• 

pioneer pai;mi~· .1 soldier going in advance 
of an army to prepare the way XVI ; first or 
original investigator, etc. XVII (Bacon). 
orig. pion(n)er- F. pionnier, OF. paonier, 
peon(n)ier (corr. to Pr. pezonier), f. paon, 
peon (see PAWN', PEON); orig. str. pi·oner (cf. 
Sh. 'Hamlet' I v r63), the suffix being later 
assim. to -EER1• 
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PIOUS 

pious pai·"s faithful to the duties owed to 
God, parents, etc. XVII (Sh.); practised for 
the sake of religion or a good object xvrr. 
f. L. pius, of Italic range ; see -ous. Cf. F. 
pieux (xvi), perh. the immed. source, and 
see PIETY. 

pip1 pip disease of birds marked by secre
tion of thick mucus. xv. - MLG. pip, 
MDu.pippe(pipse, whence G. pips), reduced 
form corr. to OHG.pfiffi> :- WGerm. *pipit 
- medL. *pip(p)Ita (whence also (O)F. 
pepie, Pr. pepida, Sp. pepita, Pg. pevide, It. 
pipita), presumably alt. of pituita (see 
PITUITARY). 

pip• pip each of the spots on playing-cards, 
dice, etc. xvr (Sh.); single blossom of an 
inflorescence XVIII. Earlier peepe, of unkn. 
origin. 

pip 3 pip tpippin (apple) XVI (recorded as 
a cry of Irish costermongers); seed of fleshy 
fruits XVIII. Shortening of PIPPIN. 

pipe1 paip musical wind instrument : hollow 
cylinder or tube OE.; tubular passage or 
canal XIV; narrow tube used for smoking 
tobacco XVI. OE. pipe = OFris., MLG., 
MDu. pipe (Du. pifp), OHG. pjifa (G. 
pfeije), ON. pipa :-Germ. *pipa- CRom. 
*pipa, f. L. pipiire peep, chirp (Varro), of 
imit. origin (cf. PIGEON); reinforced in ME. 
by (O)F. pipe. So pipe vb.1 OE. pipian 
play on a pipe. Hence pi·pER1 • OE. pipere 
= G. pjeijjer, etc. Also vb. 2 draw through 
a pipe XVI. C][ Celtic forms are from Latin 
or English. 

pipe• paip large cask for wine, esp. as a 
measure of capacity (~ tun, 2 hogsheads, or 
4 barrels). XIV. -AN. pipe, AL. pipa xm; 
spec. use of PIPE1 in the tense 'tubular or 
cylindrical vessel'. 

pipe3 paip account of a sheriff, etc. as sent 
in and enrolled at the Exchequer; depart
ment of the Exchequer concerned with 
these. xv. - AN. pipe, AL. pipa (xm) ; 
perh. spec. use of PIPE\ from the cylindrical 
shape of a roll (cf. pipe-roll XVII) or of a 
container. 

piperaceous pip;!rei·J"s of the nature of 
pepper. XVII. f. modL. piperiiceus, f. piper 
PEPPER j see -ACEOUS. 

pipette pipe·t narrow pipe or tube. XIX. 
-F., dim. of pipe PIPE1 ; see -ETTE. 

pipistrel(le) pi·pistrel small species of bat. 
XVIII (Pennant). -F. pipistrelle- It. pipi
strello, alt. of vipistrello, repr. L. vesperti
lio(n-) bat, f. vesper evening (see VESPER). 

pipit pi·pit lark-like bird. XVIII (Pennant). 
pro b. imit. of the bird's short feeble note. 

pippin pi·pin (dial.) seed of certain fruits, 
pip XIII; variety of apple xv. ME. pepin, 
pipin- OF. pepin (mod. pepin, pepin), rel. 
to synon. Sp. pepita, It. pippolo, pipporo, 
based on obscure *pipp-. 

PISH 

pipsissewa pipsi·sw" Prince's pine, Chi
maphila umbellata, XIX. Algonquian (Cree 
pipipissekweu ). 

piquant pi•k"nt tpiercing, trenchant XVI ; 
appetizing; exciting keen interest XVII. 
Early forms pickant(e), -ande- F. piquant, 
tpicquant, prp. of piquer prick, sting; see 
next. Hence pi·quANCY. XVII (Evelyn). 

pique pik tquarrel or animosity between 
persons; offence taken. XVI. Earliest forms 
pick( e), pike- F. pique, f. piquer = Pr., Sp. 
picar, It. piccare :-Rom. *picciire PICK2

• 

Hence vb. XVII. 

pique pi·kei cotton fabric with a raised 
pattern. xrx. -F. pique, sb. use ('quilted 
work, quilting') of pp. ofpiquer prick, pierce, 
back-stitch; see prec. 

piragua pirre·gw", periagua perire·gw" 
long narrow canoe ; two-masted sailing
barge. XVII. - Sp. piragua- Carib piragua 
dug-out; alt. by assoc. of the first syll. with 
peri- and petty (tpettiagua, etc.). 

pirate paia·r;Jt sea-robber xv (Lydg.); 
marauder XVI; fig. of literary or other plun
dering xvm. - L. piriita- Gr. peirads, f. 
peiriin attempt, attack, pefra attempt, trial 
:- *perfa', f. *per-, as in EXPERIMENT, PERIL. 
So pirAcY pai;J·msi. xvr. - AL. piratia 
-Gr. peiriiteiii. piratiCAL pairre·tikl. XVI. 
f. L. piriiticus- Gr. peiriitik6s. C][ Of CEur. 
range. 

pirl p~.Il, perl (dial.) twist, spin. xv. Of 
unkn. origin ; cf. PURL. 

pirogue pirou·g synon. with PIRAGUA. XVII. 
- F. pirogue, pro b.- Carib dialect of Cayenne 
(Galibi). 

pirouette pirue·t spinning round on one 
foot or on the point of the toe. XVIII. -F. 
pirouette orig. kind of dice, of unkn. origin 
(for the form cf. girouette weather-vane). 

pis-aller pizre·lei last resource. XVII. F., 
f. pis ( :- L. pefus worse)+ aZZer go ; based on 
phr. au pis aller 'at the worst procedure'. 

piscary pi·sk;Jri right of fishing xv; fishing
ground xvn. - medL. piscaria fishing rights, 
n. pl. used sb. of L. pisciirius, f. piscis FISH; 
see -ARY. So piscato·RJAL xrx, pi·scatoRY2 

XVII. f. or- L. pisciitorius, f. pisciitor angler, 
f. pisciiri fish, f. piscis. Pisces pi·siz twelfth 
zodiacal constellation and sign of the zodiac. 
xrv (Ch.), pl. of L. piscis. piscina pisi·n;J, 
-ai·n;J A. fishpond XVI (Hakluyt); B. (eccl.) 
perforated stone basin for carrying away the 
ablutions at Mass XVIII. - L. and medL. 
piscina, f. piscis; earlier tpiscine, in sense A 
XIII (Cursor M.), in sense B xv (Caxton). 

pise pi·zei clay or earth kneaded and used 
for building. xvm. F., sb. use ofpp. ofpiser 
:- L. pinsiire beat, pound, stamp, having 
cogns. in Indo-Iranian and Balto-Slavonic. 

pish pif excl. of disgust, etc. xvr (Nashe, 
Sh.). Hence as vb. XVI (Jonson). Cf. 
PSHAW. 



PISMIRE 

pismire pi·smai;J.l ant. XIV (Ch.). ME. 
pissemyre, f. Plss+mire ant (prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. Da. myre, and L. forJmica, Gr. 
murmex); so called from the urinous smell 
of an ant-hill. (_jf Similar names are Fris. 
pisimme, LG. miegemke, Norw. migemaur 
(f. *mig- MICTl:RITION), Du. tmierseycke 
(seycke urine), Finnish kusiainen (kusiurine). 

piss pis urinate. XIII. - (O)F. pisser = Pr. 
pisar, It. pisciare, Cat. pixar, Rum. pi~a 
:-Rom. *pifiire, of echoic origin. (jf From 
Rom. (medL.) the word has passed into 
the Germ. langs. (OFris. pissia, (M)LG., 
(l\II)Du., G. pissen, Da. pisse, Sw., Ice!. 
pissa) and W. piso, pisio. Hence sb. XIV 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible). pi·ssABED dandelion. 
XVI ; after F. pissenlit. 

pistachio pistiHJ1ou (fruit of) Pistacia vera 
or its kernel. XVI (pistaccio ). Earlier pistachie, 
pistace - OF. pistace, (also mod.) -ache, 
superseded by Sp. pistacho- L. pistiicium 
- Gr. pistdkion, -dke (nut and tree)- Pers. 
pistah. 

pistil pi·stil (bot.) female organ of a flower. 
XVIII. -F. pistile (Tournefort, 1694) or L. 
pistillum PESTLE; somewhat earlier the L. 
form was in use, also after Tournefort. 

pistol pi·st;Jl small firearm. XVI. - F. 
pistole- G. pistole (xv in documents relating 
to the Hussite wars)- Czechpist'al. Cf. the 
contemp. howitzer. The synon. tpistolet is 
rather earlier - F. pistole!. 

pistole pi·stoul applied to various foreign 
gold coins. XVI. - F. pistole, shortening of 
pistolet (also Eng. XVI). 

piston pi·st;Jn disk or short cylinder fitting 
a tube and used to impart or receive motion 
from a rod; sliding valve in a cornet. XVIII. 
- F. piston (Pascal)- It. pistone, var. of 
pestone pestle, rammer, augm. f. pest- in 
pestello PESTLE. 

pit pit hole in the ground OE.; hell; hollow 
in a surface XIII; see also COCKPIT. OE. pytt 
= OFris. pett, OS.putti (MDu. putte, Du. 
put), OHG. pjuzzi (G. pfiitze pool, puddle) 
:- WGerm. *putti,puttja (ON.pyttris from 
OE.)- L. puteus well, pit, shaft (whence F. 
puits, Pr. potz, Sp. pozo, It. pozzo, Rum. 
puf, and Ir. cuithe, \V. peten). The south
eastern ME. var. pett survives in place
names in Kent and Sussex. Hence pit vb. 
put in a pit; make pits in xv; set (opponents) 
together in a (cock)pit; match, oppose XVIII. 
Hencepi·tFALL 2• XIV(\Vycl. Bible, Trevisa). 

pit-a-pat pi·t;Jp~t with palpitations, with 
light quick steps. XVI. Earlier pit pat (More), 
also a-pit-( a-)pat ; imit. of rapidly alternating 
sounds j cf. PITTER-PATTER. 

pitch1 pitJ black or dark brown resinous 
substance. OE.pic, corr. to OS.pik (Du.pek), 
OHG. peh (G. pech), ON. bik, CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) - L. pic-, pix, which with Gr. pissa 
(:- *pikja) and Balto-Sl. forms imply a base 
•pik-. Hence vb. OE. (ge)pician. 

PIXIE 

pitch 2 pitJ tthrust or fix in; fix and erect 
XIII ; set in order or in a fixed place ; cast, 
throw XIV. The ME. conjugation pic(c)he, 
pihte, (i)piht suggests the existence of an 
OE. *picc(e)an, rei. to picung 'stigmata', of 
unkn. origin; pt. and pp. pight were in full 
use till XVII, but the new form piched appears 
XIV. Hence pitch sb. act of pitching; in
clination, slope xv; highest point; position 
taken up XVI. 

pitchblende pi-tJblend (min.) native oxide 
of uranium. XVIII. -G. pechblende, f. pech 
PITCH1 j see BLENDE. 

piteous pi-ti;Js tpious; exciting pity XIII; 
full of pity XIV. ME. pito(u)s, pituo(u)s, later 
pite(o)us- AN. pitous, OF. pitas, piteus = 
Pr. pitM, pidos, Sp. piadoso, It. pietoso :
Rom. *pietiisu-s, f. L. pietiis PIETY, PITY ; see 
-EOUS. 

pith pip medulla of plants ; central or vital 
part OE.; might, mettle XIII; core, marrow 
xv; gravity XVII (Sh.). OE. pipa, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. pitte, pit :- *pip(p)on, repr. 
only in the LG. group, of unkn. origin. 

pithecanthrope pipik~·nj:Jroup ape-man. 
XIX. - modL. pithecanthropus (Haeckel 
r868), f. Gr. pithekos ape+ dnthropos man. 

pittance pi·t;Jns (hist.) pious donation XIII 
(AncrR.); small allowance orig. of food XIV 
(Gower); sparing allowance XVI. ME. 
pita(u)nce- OF. pi(e)tance, corr. to Pr. 
pitansa, It. pietanza (portion of) food -
popL. *pietantia, f. L. pietiis PITY; see -ANCE. 

pitter-patter pi ·t:upre:t;,.l tpattering re
petition XV j PIT-A-PAT XVII. 

pituitary pitjii'it;Jri mucol!s. XVII. - L. 
pituitiirius, f. pituita gum, shme, rheum (cf. 
PINE1) j see -ARY. 

pity pi·ti tclemency, mercy; coz:npassion 
XIII; tpiety XIV. ME. pite- OF. pz~e (mod. 
pitie) = Pr. pietat, Sp. piedad, lt.pzeta :-L. 
pietiit-, -tiis PIETY. In later L. pietiis, prop. 
dutifulness, gratitude, acquired the sens~ of 
compassion, kindness; OF. pite and ptete 
had both senses, but were subsequently 
differentiated, and this was reflected in the 
corr. Eng. forms as now used. Hence pi·ty 
vb. XVI (More), perh. after F. pi·tiABLE xv, 
pi·tiFUL1 XIV, pi·tiLESS XV (Hoccleve). 

pivot pi·v;Jt short shaft or pin forming a 
fulcrum XVII j (mil.) XVIII. - (O)F. pivot, 
prob. f. Rom. base repr. by F. dial. pue 
tooth of a comb, harrow, etc., Pr. pua (mod. 
pivo), Sp. pu(y)a point, of unkn. origin. 

pixie, pixy pi·ksi supernat.ural bl_!ing aki!l 
to a fairy. XVII. The earhest evidence IS 
from Devon and Cornwall, whence and 
from immediately adjacent counties many 
uses are recorded, with vars. pisky, p~sgy, 
pigsy · brought into literary use by Colendge 
(born' in Devon) and Scott (in 'The Pirate', 
whence it has been ascribed to the Shet
lands). The ending, whatever its origin, is 
assoc. with -IE, -Y6• 



PIZZICATO 

pizzicato pitsikii·tou (mus.) played by 
plucking the strings. XIX. It., pp. of pizzi
care pinch, twitch, f. pizzare, f. (O)It.pizza 
point, edge. 

pizzle pi·zl penis of a bull, etc. XVI (peezel, 
pysell). - LG. pesel, Flem. pezel, dim. of 
MLG. pese, MDu. peze (Du. pees sinew, 
string, penis), whence also synon. MLG., 
MDu. peserik (Du. pezerik); cf. -EL\ -LE1• 

placable phe·bbl tagreeable xv; capable 
of being appeased, mild XVI. -OF. placable 
or L. placabilis, f. placare, pp. stem placat-, 
whence placate pl;:~kei·t XVII; see PLEASE, 
-ABLE, -ATE 3 • 

placard plre·ka.rd, (formerly) pl;:~kii·~d, -ii·.tt 
tlicence, ordinance, etc., orig. with a thin 
seal attached to its surface XV; sheet con
taining a notice on one side of it, to be 
posted up XVI; tplate of armour, placket, 
etc. xv.- F. tplacquart, -ard (mod. placard), 
f. OF. plaquier (mod. plaquer) lay flat, 
plaster- MDu. placken. «1! Forms repr. 
MDu. plackaert, plackaet (from F.), viz. 
placaet, placcat, were current XVI-XVIII in the 
sense 'decree issued in the ~etherlands'. 

place pleis tspace, room; portion of space 
XIII ; space where people dwell; residence; 
particular spot, passage in a book, etc. ; posi
tion; situation XIV; office, situation XVI. 
- (O)F. place = Pr. piasa (whence Sp. 
plaza), It. piazza :-Rom. *plattja (after 
*plattus flat), for L. platea broad way, open 
space- Gr. plateia (sc. hod6s) broad way, 
fern. of platzis broad (cf. FLAT1 and PLAICE); 
superseded in gen. use native STEAD and 
STOW; take p., happen, occur, meant at first 
'take effect' (xv). Hence place vb. XVI; cf. 
F. placer (xvii). 

placebo plresi·bou (liturg.) vespers for the 
dead. XIII (AncrR.). First word of the 
antiphon to the first psalm in the office: 
'Placebo Domino in regione vivorum' 
(Psalm cxiv 9) I shall please the Lord in 
the land of the living. 

placenta pl;:~se·nt;:~ (anat.) afterbirth XVII 
(Ray, p. uterina); (bot.) part of carpel to 
which scales are attached XVII (Grew). -
L. placenta- Gr. plak6enta (-ounta), accus. 
of plak6eis (-ous) flat cake, sb. use of adj. f. 
plak-, in pldx flat surface. 

placer plei·s;:~~ (C'.S.) deposit of sand, etc. 
XIX. - Amer. Sp. placer plase-r deposit, 
shoal, rei. to place! sandbank, f. plaza PLACE. 

placet plei·set vote of assent. XVI. - L. 
placet it pleases (e.g. vobis you), 3rd sg. pres. 
ind. of placere PLEASE. 

placid plre·sid gentle, calm. XVII (Bacon, 
Milton). - F., or L. placidus pleasing, fa
vourable, gentle, f. placere PLEASE; see -m1 • 

Earlier tplacidious. 

placket plre·kit slit at the top of a skirt. 
XVII (Sh.). alt. (by assoc. with -ET) of 
plackerd (XVI, Nashe, Greene), PLACARD. 

PLAINSONG 

plafond pla·fO (archit.) ceiling. xvn 
(platfond, Evelyn). - F. tplatfond, now 
plajond, f. plat flat (cf. PLATE)+fond bottom 
(cf. FUND). 

plagal plei·g;:~l (mus.) pert. to an ecclesi
astical mode having its sounds comprised 
between the dominant and its octave. XVI 
C.VIorley). - medL. plagalis, f. plaga plagal 
mode, f. L. plagius- medGr. pldgios (1rilayws 
~xos plagal mode), in ancient Gr. oblique, 
f. pldgos side ; see -AL 1. 

plagiarism plei·d3i;uizm wrongful appro
priation and publication as one's own. XVII ; 
so pla·giarisT XVII, pla·giariZE XVIII. f. 
pla·gi.ARY tkidnapper; plagiarist; plagiar
ism XVII; tadj. plagiarizing XVI. - L. pla
giarius kidnapper, literary thief (Martial), 
f. plagium man-stealing, kidnapping- Gr. 
pldgion. Cf. F. plagiaire (XVI). 

plagio- plei·d3iou, before a vowel or h 
plagi-, comb. form, repr. Gr. pldgios 
oblique, f. pldgos side (see PLAGAL). XIX. 

plague pleig tblow, wound; affiiction; 
malignant epidemic, pestilence. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). - L. plaga stroke, wound, (Vulg.) 
pestilence, infection, prob.- Gr. (Doric) 
plagti, (Attic) pleg~, f. *pliig- strike, rel. to 
L. plangere (see PLANGENT). Hence vb. xv 
(plaghe Caxton, after MDu. plaghen). 

plaice pleis flat-fish Pleuronectes platessa. 
XIII. -OF. pla'iz, plais, later plaise, pleisse 
(vValloon playis, pleis) -late L. platessa 
- unrecorded deriv. of Gr. platus broad 
(cf. FLAT1). 

plaid plred, pleid outer garment of High
land costume XVI ; stuff of which this is 
made XVII. - Gael. plaide = Ir. plaid 
blanket, of unkn. origin. 

plain plein clear, manifest XIII (Cursor M.) ; 
tflat, level, even (now PLANE); unembel
lished; free from duplicity or ambiguity 
XIV; ordinary, simple XVI. -OF. plain, fern. 
-e (surviving in phr. de plain-pied, plain
chant, etc.) = Pr. pla, Sp. llano, Pg. chiio, 
It. piano ( cf. PIANO) :- L. planu-s, -a, f. base 
*pla- flat, of obscure connexion. Hence 
plai·nLY2 XIV (Ch.). So plain sb. flat tract 
of country. XIII (RGlouc.). OF. plain 
(superseded by plaine :- L. col!. n. pl.) :- L. 
planum, sb. use of n. of adj. See also PLANE. 

plain-sailing plein sei·lil) simple or easy 
course of action. XIX. pop. use (assoc. with 
the adj. PLAIN) of plane (tplain) sailing (xvn), 
i.e. navigation by a plane chart (xvn), on 
which the meridians and parallels are repre
sented by equidistant straight lines (a 
method approximately correct for short 
distances). 

plainsong plei·nS;>IJ music composed in 
the medieval modes and in free rhythm; 
simple musical theme. XVI. tr. medL. cantus 
planus (whence F. plain chant, It. canto 
piano). So pla·in-CHANT. xvm. -F.; see 
PLAIN, SONG. 
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PLAINT 

plaint pleint (arch.) lamentation; com
plaint XIII (AncrR., Havelok); statement of 
grievance made to a court of law XIV (R. 
Mannyng). ME. pleint(e)- (O)F. plainte, 
sb. use of pp. fern. of plaindre and OF. 
plaint,pleint (on whichplainte was modelled) 
= Pr. planh, Sp. llanto, OPg. chanto, It. 
pianto :- L. planctu-s, f. plangere (see co;vr
PLAI::-1, COMPLAINT, PLANGENT). 

plaintiff plei·ntif complainant or prosecu
tor in a legal suit. XIV. -law-F. plaintij, sb. 
use of (O)F. plaintif, fern. -ive (f. plainte 
PLAINT), whence plai·ntrvE tcomplaining 
XIV (Gower); expressive of sorrow XVI. 

pJaister see PLASTER. 

plait plret, (Sc., U.S.) plet fold of cloth or 
similar fabric (now PLEAT) xv; braided band 
of hair, straw, etc. xvr. -OF. pleit fold, 
manner of folding :- Rom. *plic(i)tum, sb. 
use of n. of plicitus, pp. of plicare fold (see 
PLY1). Hence vb. XIV. 

plan plren diagram exhibiting the relative 
position and size of the parts of a thing; 
project, design. XVIII. (Earlier plane xvn) 
- F. plan (xvi) ground-plan, alt. (after plan 
adj. PLANE4) of tplant, f. planter, after It. 
pianta plan of an edifice ; see PLANT. (jJ This 
word and PLANE 3 cover between them the 
senses of F. plan. 

planchette plafe·t small board used in 
psychical experiments. XIX. - F.planchette, 
dim. of planche PLANK; see -ETTE. 

plane1 plein tree of the genus Platanus. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). - (O)F. plane, 
tplasne (recorded xv) :- L. platanu-s- Gr. 
pldtanos, f. stem ofplatus broad (see PLATY-). 

plane• plein tool for smoothing surfaces. 
XIV. - (O)F. plane, var. (under the infl.. of 
vb. planer) of tplaine = Cat. plana :-late L. 
plana planing instrument, f. plamire PLAJ'..'E0• 

plane• plein plane surface. XVII. - L. 
pldnum flat surface, sb. use of n. of planus 
PLAIN (for which plane was introduced to 
express the geometrical and allied uses ; cf. 
the supersession of F. plain by plan because 
of the homophony of plein full). 

plane• plein level, flat. XVII. refash. of 
PLAIN adj. after F. plan, fern. plane which 
was similarly substituted for plain: plaine 
in techn. senses. 

plane5 plein tmake level or even · smooth 
wit!; a plane XIV (also pleyne, plaine, plain 
~nul. xvm). - (O)F. planer = Pr. planar, 
lt. pzanare :- L. plantire, f. planus PLAIN. 

plan.et plre·nit t(old astron.) heavenly body 
havmg an apparent motion among the fixed 
stars XII (S.Eng. Leg., Cursor ::\1.); (mod. 
astron.) heavenly body revoiving round the 
sun xvrr. - (O)F. planete- late L. planeta, 
planetes (only in pl. planetre, for older L. 
stellre errantes)- Gr. planifti!s wanderer (pl. 
dartp£s 1rAavfjra' wandering stars), f. planan 
lead astray, wander, rei. to pldzein cause to 

PLANTIGRADE 

wander. So pla·netARY. XVII. -late L. 
planettirius (sb. astrologer, Augustine). 

plangent plre·nd3;Jnt loud-sounding orig. 
of waves breaking on the shore. xix: - L. 
plangent-, -ens, prp. of plangere beat (spec. 
the breast), strike noisily, f. *plag-, base of 
Gr. pldzein (cf. PLANKTON); see COMPLAIN, 
-ENT. 

plani- plre·ni, pleini· comb. form of L. 
planus PL;\IN, PLANE4 • plani·METRY (XIV, 
planemetrze, Gower; F. planimetrie), pla·ni
SPHERE (XIV, planisperie, Gower; medL. 
planisphrerium). 

planish plre·nif tlevel XVI; flatten on an 
anvil, etc. xvn. f. planiss-, lengthened stem 
of OF. planir (now in aplanir), f. plain 
PLAIN, PLANE4 ; see -ISH 2 • 

plank plreiJk long flat piece of smoothed 
timber. xm (Sandahl). - ONF. planke 
(mod. dial. planque) = (O)F. planche, Pr. 
planca, etc. :- late L. planca plank, slab, sb. 
use of fern. of plancus flat, flat-footed (used 
as a cognomen, Plancus, Plancius, Planciti
nus), prob. rei. to Gr. pldx flat surface, etc, 
He~ce p!ank vb. cover with planks xv ; 
(ong. U.S.) set down, deposit XIX. 

plankt.on. plre·IJkt;m floating or drifting 
organrc hfe. XIX. - G.plankton (V. Hensen 
r88.)- Gr. plagktdn, n. of plagktds wander~ 
ing, drifting, f. base of pldzein strike, cause 
to wander, (middle) pldzesthai. 

plant pl!mt young tree or herb newlv 
planted or intended for planting (OE.j, 
XIV; member of the vegetable kingdom 
XVI (Turner). OE. plante, if it survived 
coalesced in ~VIE. with- (O)F. plante = Pr: 
planta, Sp. llanta, Pg. chanta, It. pianta 
:- Rom. use of L. planta shoot for planting 
(whence the OE. word, OHG. pflanza, G. 
pflanze, Du. plant, 0~. planta, and Ir. 
eland, W. plant), prob. f. plantare, perh. 
orig. thrust in with the sole of the foot 
(planta; cf. PLANTAIN1), whence plant vb. 
OE. plantian, reinforced in ME. from (O)F. 
planter; of the same origin. So plantA·TION. 
xv. -F. or L. 

plantain1 plre·ntin plant of the genus 
Plantago. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. plantain, t-ein 
= Pr. plantage, Sp. llanten, Pg. tanchagem, 
Rum. patlagint'i :- L. plantagine-, nom. 
plantago, f. planta sole of the foot, so called 
from its broad prostrate leaves. (jJ The 
native name is zvaybread. 

plantain• plre·ntin tropical plant Musa 
paradisiaca, allied to the banana; fruit of 
this. xvr. In early use also platan- Sp. 
pldtano, pldntano, identical with the forms 
meaning 'plane-tree', to which it is prob. 
that some native words were assimilated 
(e.g. Galibi j>alatana, Carib balatana, 
Arawak pratane). 

plantigrade plre·ntigreid walking on the 
soles of the feet )( digitigrade). XIX. -F. 
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PLAQUE 

plantigrade (Geoffroy and Cuvier, I795) -
modL. plantigradus, f. planta sole + -gradus 
going, walking (cf. GRADE). 

plaque pliik ornamental plate or tablet. 
XIX. -F. plaque- Du. plak tablet, f. plakken 
Stick (cf. PLACARD). 

plash pheJ PLEACH. XV. -OF. plassier, 
plaissier :- Rom. *plectiare, f. L. plectere 
weave, plait, f. *plek-, repr. by COMPLEX, etc. 

plasma plre·zm, f£orm; green variety of 
quartz XVIII ; colourless coagulable liquid 
of blood XIX; ionized gas xx. - late L. 
plasma mould, image, f. Gr. pldssein fashion, 
form (see PLASTIC). 

plaster pla·st;:~.I A. curative application co
hesive to the skin OE. ; B. plastic composi
tion to be spread on a surface XIV. OE. 
plaster, corr. to OS. plastar, OHG. phlastar 
(G. pjlaster), ON. pldstr- medL. plastrum, 
for L. emplastrmn (prob. through the infl. of 
plasticus PLASTIC)- Gr. emplastron (Galen), 
f. emplast6s daubed, plastered, f. empldssein, 
f. en EN- 2 +Pldssein (see next); in ME. rein
forced in sense B from OF. piastre (mod. 
platre) == Pr. piastre. The once common 
(now dial.) form plaister (XIV-XIX) is based 
on occas. OF. plaistre, of obscure origin. P. 
of Paris (medL. plastrum parisiense) was 
orig. prepared from the gypsums of Mont
martre, Paris.«:!! The Celtic forms are from 
English or French. 

plastic plre·stik characterized by moulding 
or modelling, causing growth or develop
ment XVII (Jonson, Sir T. Browne); capable 
of being moulded XVIII ; of synthetic material 
xx. As sb., art of modelling figures XVI; 
plastic substance xx. - F. plastique or 
L. plasticus (Vitruvius)- Gr. plastik6s, f. 
plast6s, ppl. adj. f. pldssein; see PLASMA, -IC. 

plastron plre·str<>n breast-shield XVI; orna
mental front to a bodice; (nat. hist.) ventral 
part XIX. -F. plastron- It. piastrone, augm. 
of piastra breastplate (spec. application of 
the sense 'metal plate', 'lamina')- L. em
plastrum PLASTER. 

plat see PLOT, 
platband plre·tbrend (archit.) flat rectangu

lar moulding XVII; (hort.) narrow bed or 
strip XVIII. -F. platebande, i.e. plate, fern. 
of plat (see next)+bande BAND1• 

plate pleit flat sheet of (precious) metal, etc. 
XIII ; utensils of metal for the table or house, 
orig. of silver or gold XIV; shallow vessel for 
food xv. -OF. plate thin sheet of metal = 
Pr. plata metal plate, silver (whence Sp. 
plata, Pg. prata silver) - medL. platta, sb. 
use of fern. of plattus flat (F. plat, etc.), of 
unkn. origin; cf. MDu, plate (Du. plaat), 
MHG. plate (G. platte). In the last sense 
a separate word- (O)F. plat dish = It. 
piatto, sb. use of the corr. masc. adj. Hence 
vb. cover with metal plates XIV (Ch.). 

plateau plre·tou table-land. xvm. -F. 
plateau, OF. plate!,£. plat; see prec., -EL2 , 

PLAY 

platen plre·tn fpaten xv; flat plate of 
metal, spec. in a printing-press XVI. - (O)F. 
platine, f. plat fiat (cf, PLATE) + -ine -INE4• 

platform plre·tf5lm tplane figure or sur
face; tplan of action, design; tsite of a 
building, etc.; level place for mounting 
guns XVI ; raised level floor of planks, etc. 
XVIII (spec. raised flooring in a hall from 
which speeches are delivered, whence, orig. 
U.S., basis of political or other policy XIX). 
- F. platejorme plan, f. plate, fern. of plat 
(see PLATE)+forme FORM. 

platinum plre·tin,m rare heavy ductile 
white metal. XIX (Davy). - modL. alt., in 
conformity with metal-names in -um, of 
tplatina (xvm)- Sp. platina plati·na, dim. 
of plata silver (see PLATE). 

platitude plre·titjud dullness in speech or 
writing, commonplace remark. XIX. -F. 
platitude, £. plat flat (see PLATE), after certi
tude, exactitude, etc.; see PLATE, -TUDE. 

Platonic pl;~t<>·nik pert. to Plato, Greek 
philosopher (c. 429-347 B.c.) XVI; P. love, 
tr. medL. amor platonicus, used synon. with 
amor socraticus by Marsilio Ficino (xv), 
president of Cosmo de' Medici's Accademia 
Platonica, to denote the kind of interest in 
young men with which Socrates was credited 
XVII (Davenant, 'The Platonick Lovers'). 
- L. Platiinicus- Gr. Platiinik6s, f. Pldtiin; 
see -IC. So PlatoniSM plei·t;~nizm. xvr. 
- modL. Pla·tomsT XVI. - medL. 

platoon pl;~tu·n (mil.) body of infantry. 
xvn. -F. peloton ploto little ball, group of 
people, dim. of pelote PELLET; see -OON. 

platter phe·t;~.I fiat dish for food, wooden 
plate. XIV. -AN. plater, f. plat dish, sb, 
use of (O)F. plat fiat (see PLATE). 

platy- plre·ti comb. form of Gr. platus 
broad (see FLAT1), as in platypus plre·tip;:~s 
ornithorrhyncus of Australia (XVIII)- Gr. 
platupous flat-footed (see FOOT). 

plaudit pl5·dit act of applause. xvn. 
Shortening of trisyllabic tplaudite (XVI), 
orig. appeal for applause at the close of a 
play- L. plaudite applaud ye !, znd pers. 
pl. imper, of plaudere clap the hands in 
approval j cf. APPLAUD, EXPLODE. 

plausible pl5•zibl tlaudable; facceptable, 
agreeable; having an appearance of truth or 
value. XVI. - L. plausibilis, f. plaus-, pp. 
stem of plaudere; see prec., -IBLE. 

play plei exercise oneself, spec. by way of 
diversion, engage in (a game); perform on 
(a musical instrument) OE.; move swiftly, 
briskly, freely; act the character of XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif). OE. pleg(i)an, plregian = MDu. 
pleien dance, leap for joy, rejoice; doubtfully 
rei. to OFris. plega be wont, OS. plegan 
(Du. plegen), OHG. pflegan (G. pflegen) have 
charge of, attend to, be in the habit of. So 
play sb. OE. plega, plrega rapid movement, 
exercise, sport OE. (cessation of work, 

[687] 



PLEA 

being idle XVII); dramatic performance, 
drama XIV; action, dealing, as in fair p., 
foul p. XVI; p. of, on, or upon zvords, after F. 
jeu de mots (Boileau) XVIII. play·HOUSE 
theatre (xvi, Sh.); not continuous with OE. 
pleghiis 'theatrum'. 

plea pli (arch., dial.) action at law, suit XIII; 
pleading before a court XIV; that which is 
pleaded xv. ME. ple, also plai, plait, plaid 
- AN.ple,plai, OF.plait, earlier plaid agree
ment, talk, lawsuit, discussion = Pr. plait, 
Sp. pleito, It. piato- L. placitum decision, 
decree, sb. use of pp. n. of placere PLEASE. 
Cf. PLEAD. 

pleach plitJ intertwine (branches) to make a 
fence. XIV. LateME.pleche-OF. *plechier 
(mod. dial. plecher), var. of ple(i)ssier, 
pla(i)ssier PLASH. 

plead plid tgo to law, argue with XIII; 
address the court as advocate XIV; maintain 
(a plea), allege formally xv. ME. plaide, 
plede- AN. pleder, OF. plaidier (mod. 
plaider), f. plaid PLEA; cf. medL. placittire, 
f. placitum. 

pleasance ple·zens (arch.) pleasure; plea
santness XIV (Ch.); pleasure ground (cf. F. 
plaisance, tplace of delight, and maison de 
plaisance country house) XVI. - (O)F. plai
sance, f. plaisant (whence plea·SANT XIV), 
prp. of tplaisir PLEASE. 

please pliz A. be agreeable (to), surviving 
in if you p., where you is orig. dative; B. be 
pleased be gratified, (hence) have the desire, 
choose, be good enough to XIV; intr. in the 
same sense XVI; C. as imper., for tP. you 
'may it p. you', equiv. to 'be pleased' XVII. 
ME. plaise, plese- OF. plaisir (rep!. by 
plaire) = Pr.plazer, It.piacere, Rum.pliicea 
:- L. placere be pleasing, f. base of placidus 
PLACID, placiire PLACATE. So pleasure 
ple'3;}.I. XIV (Gower; notCh.). Late ME. 
plesir- OF. plesir, (also mod.) plaisir :
Rom. sb. use of the inf.; the final syll. was 
assim. (xv) to -URE; the earlier forms are 
repr. in dial. pleezer, plezzer. Hence (after 
comfortable) plea·surABLE. XVI. 

pleat plit vb. fold (cloth), gather (drapery) 
into pleats XIV; sb. fold of cloth or drapery 
xvr. Early formplete, var. of PLAIT. q Both 
sb. and vb.lapsed in literary use before I700, 
but Walker 1791 states that 'There is a 
corrupt pronunciation of this word [plait] 
as if written plete', and this pronunc. pre
vailed later and re-established the sp. pleat. 

plebeian plibi•;}n pert. to, a member of, the 
Roman plebs xvr; of low birth or rank xvn. 
f. L. plebeius, f. pleb-, plebs commonalty of 
ancient Rome, perh. :- *pledhw-,rel. to Gr. 
plethos, plethUs multitude, f. *pte- as in L. 
plenus FULL1 • Cf. (O)F.ptebeienand see -AN. 
So plebiscite ple·bisit, -ait law enacted by 
the plebs XVI ; direct vote of the whole electo
rate XIX. - (O)F. plebiscite- L. plebiscitum, f. 

PLEONASM 

plebi-, plebs+scitum ordinance, sb. use of n. 
pp. of sciscere approve, vote for, rei. to scire 
know (see SCIENCE); in the second sense 
familiarized in Eng. through the plebiscite 
which ratified the coup d'etat of x8sx in 
France. 

plectrum ple·ktr;"Jm instrument for pluck
ing the strings of the lyre. XVII. - L. plec
trum- Gr. p!ektron, f. pli!ssein strike, f. 
*pllik-, parallel to *pllig-, repr. by Gr. plege, 
L. pfiiga PLAGUE, plangere strike (cf. PLAINT). 

pledge pled3 bail, surety XIV (Ch.); some
thing handed over as security xv; token of 
favour or goodwill XVI; solemn promise XIX. 
Late ME. plege- OF. plege (mod. pleige) 
:-Frankish L. plebium (vi), corr. to plebire 
(whence OF., Pr. plevir) warrant, assure, 
engage, of unascertained origin, but, in view 
of the correspondence in meaning with the 
Germ. base *pleg- of PLIGHT\ it is possible 
that this was crossed with L. pr;ebere furnish, 
supply (see PREBEND). Hence pledge vb. 
xv; cf. OF. plegier (mod. pleiger). 

pledget ple·d3it compress of soft material 
esp. for application to wounds. XVI. Early 
forms plaget, pleggat, pleget, f. synon. *plage, 
tplege (xvi); corr. to medL. pliigella lint 
plug for a wound, dim. f. L. pliiga ( cf. AL. 
pliigiiire, plegiiire wound); see PLAGUE, -ET. 

plenary pli·n;}ri complete, full. XVI. -late 
L. pleniirius, f. plenus FULL 1 ; see -ARY; 
superseded ME. tplener, tPlenar - AN. 
plener, OF. plenier (mod. pUnier) = Pr. 
plen(i)er, Sp. llenero :-late L. pleniiris. 
plenipotentiary ple:nipote·nJ;}ri (person) 
invested with full power. XVII. - medL. 
plenipotentiiirius, f. L. plenus + potentia 
power; see POTENTIAL, -ARY. Cf. contemp. 
F. ptenipotentiaire. Shortened colloq. to 
plenipo ple·nipou. XVII (Dryden). pleni
TUDE ple·nitjiid fullness. xv. -OF. pleni
tude -late L.plenitiido, f. plenus. plenteous 
ple·nti;"Js bearing abundantly, existing in 
abundance. XIII. ME. plentivous, -ifous, 
later plente'l-·ous, plentuous, plentious, -eous 
(cf. BOUNTEOUS)- OF. plentivous, -evous, f. 
plentif, -ive, f. plente+-if, -ive -IVE. plenTY 
ple·nti state of being in abundance. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. plenteth (surviving as plen
tith XVII), later plente, -ee, -ie- OF. plentet 
(=-eft), mod. dial. plente = Pr. plendat, 
Rum. pliniitate :- L. plenitiite-, -tiis. Also 
adj. (xm; cf. choice, dainty). Hence 
ple·ntiFUL1 • xv(Malory). plenum pli·n;"Jm 
A. space regarded as filled with matter (opp. 
to vacuum) XVII; B. full assembly xvrn. 
- L.plenum (Cicero, in sense A), n. ofplenus. 

pleistocene plai·stosin see EOCENE. 

pleonasm plhmrezm (rhet.) redundancy 
of expression. xvu (earlier in L. form XVI). 
-late L. pleonasmus - Gr. pleonasm6s, f. 
pleondzein be superfluous, f. pleon more, 
compar. of polu much (cf. FULL1); cf. F. 
pteonasme (I6IJ). So pleona·strc(AL), xvrr. 
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PLESIOSAUR US 

plesiosaurus pli:sio(u)s5·r;~s one of a genus 
of extinct marine saurian reptiles. modL. 
(W. D. Conybeare, r82r), f. Gr. plesios near 
+sauros lizard (see SAURIAN). 

plethora ple·p;~ra, plej:>5a·ra (path.) condi
tion marked by overfullness of blood, etc. 
XVI ; excessive quantity XVII. -late L. plethora 
- Gr. plethOre fullness, repletion, f. plifthein 
be FULL. (An irreg. var. ple·thory, prob. f. 
plethoric, after allegoric / -ory, was current 
from XVII till early XIX.) So plethoric -o·rik. 
XVII. -F. -late L.- Gr. 

pleura plu;~·r;J (anat.) membrane lining the 
thorax and enveloping the lungs. XVII. 
- medL. pleura- Gr. pleurii side, rib. So 
pleurisy plua·rlsi inflammation of the 
pleura. XIV. -OF. pleurisie (mod. pleuresie) 
-late L. pleurisis (Prudentius), in modL. 
pleuresis, for earlier pleuritis (Vitruvius)- Gr. 
pleuritis (Hippocrates), f. pleurti. The adj. 
is pleuritiC -i·tik. XVI. -(O)F.pleurtftique
L. pleuriticus (Pliny) - Gr. pleuritik6s (Hip
pocrates). pleuro- plua•rou comb. form of 
Gr. pleurti. 

plexus ple·ksas (anat.) network of fibres or 
vessels. XVII. - modL. plexus, f. plex-, pp. 
stem of plectere interweave, PLAIT. 

pliable plai·;~bl easily bent or influenced. 
xv. - F.pliable,f.plierbend; seePLYl, -ABLE. 
So pli'ANT. XIV. - (O)F. pliant. 

pliers plahuz small pincers. XVI. pl. of 
plier, agent-noun f. ply bend:- L. pliciire 
FOLD; see PLY\ -ER1 • 

plight1 plait tdanger, risk OE.; (arch.) 
undertaking, engagement XIII. OE. pliht = 
OFris., (M)Du. plicht, OHG. phliht (G. 
pjlicht duty), f. Germ. *plex-, whence OE. 
pleoh peril, risk. In the second sense in 
mod. use prob. deduced from trothplight, 
which was orig. troth plight 'plighted troth'. 
Hence plight vb. pledge, engage. XIII (cf. 
OE. plihtan endanger, OHG. phlihten en
gage oneself, MDu. plichten guarantee). 

plight2 plait A. tfold, plait XIV (PPI.); B. 
condition, state XIV. Late ME. plit, plyt 
-AN. plit, var. of OF. plait, pleit fold, 
PLAIT. In sense B perh. infl. by prec. 

plimsoll pli·msal name of Samuel Plimsoll, 
English politician, to whose agitation the 
Merchant Shipping Act of r876 was largely 
due, in P.('s) line, mark load-line on the hull 
of a ship. 

plinth plinp lower square member of the 
base of a column. XVII. -F. plinthe or L. 
plinthus (Vitruvius)- Gr. plinthos tile, brick, 
stone squared for building, prob. of alien 
origin. 

pliocene see eocene. 

pliosaurus plaio(u)s5·ras extinct marine 
reptile so called because nearer to the 
saurian type than the ichthyosaurus. XIX. 
modL., f. plio-, var. of pleio-, repr. Gr. 
pleion more+sauros lizard. 

PLUCK 

plod pl;>d walk heavily; toil laboriously. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin, but pro b. symbolic; 
connexion with ME. plodde, pludde (dial. 
plud) puddle, is inappropriate in sense. 

plop plvp imit. of the sound made by a 
smooth object dropping into water. XIX. 

plosive plou·siv (phon.) stop consonant. 
XX. -F. plosive. 

plot plot A. small piece of ground XI; B. 
tground-plan, scheme, outline XVI; plan of 
a literary work XVII; C. secret plan, con
spiracy XVI (Sh.). Properly three words; in 
A late OE. plot, of unkn. origin; in B altera
tion of plat (early XVI, now U.S.), which was 
orig. a var. of plot in sense A, now dial., or 
(as in grass plat, etc.), partly assoc. with late 
ME. plat flat place or space(- (O)F. plat, in 
modF. 'dish'); in C superseding earlier 
complot XVI (- (O)F. complot tdense crowd, 
secret project, of unkn. origin) by assoc. 
with sense B. Hence plot vb. to make a 
plan of, contrive. XVI (Spenser, Greene). 

plough, U.S. plow piau implement for 
cutting furrows in soil. Late OE. ploh (pl. 
plOges xu)- ON. pl6gr = OFris. ploch, OS. 
plog (Du. ploeg), E.Frank. phluog, MHG. 
pfiuoc (G. pflug) :-Germ. *plogaz (whence 
OS I. plugl1, Lith. phigas) -north Italic 
*plog-, repr. by Langobardic L.pli5vum (cf. 
Lombardic pia, Tyrolese plof) and Rhretian 
plaumorati (Pliny), and pro b. L. plaustrum, 
plostrum, ploxenum, -imum. The native 
OE. word was sulh (rei. to L. sulcus furrow); 
another Germ. form is ON. ariJr. Hence vb. 
xv. plou·ghLAND XIII unit of land assess
ment based on the area tillable by a team 
of eight oxen in a year. plou•ghsHARE XIV, 
cf. Du. ploegschaar, MHG. phluocschar 
(G. pfiugschar). 

plover piA ·val name of several grallatorial 
birds, (pop.) lapwing. XIV. -AN. plover, 
OF. plovier, plouvier (mod. pluvier, alt. after 
pluie rain) = It. piviere :-Rom. *ploviiirius, 
*pluviiirius, f. L. pluvia rain (see FLow1). 

~ The name is paralleled in the assoc. with 
rain by synon. Sp. pluvial, G. regenpfeijer 
'rain-piper', Eng. rainbird. 

pluck plAk A. pul1 off, draw forcibly XIV; 
B. reject (a candidate) in an examination 
XVIII. Late OE. ploccian, pluccian, corr. to 
MLG. plucken, MDu. plocken (Fiero. plok
ken), ON.plokka,plukka :-Germ. *plukkon, 
*-ojan, a parallel form with mutation 
*plukkjan being repr. by OE. *plyccan 
(ME. plicchen), (M)Du. plukken, (M)HG. 
pfiiicken; pro b. all to be referred to Rom. 
*piluccdre, whence OF. peluchier, ONF. 
pelukier, plusquier (mod. Norman and Picard 
pluquer pick, peck), Pr.pelugar, Cat.pellucdr, 
It. piluccare pluck (feathers, grapes), and 
with EX-\ OF. espelucher, mod. eplucher 
pluck, 0 It. spiluccarsi lick oneself (of 
cats), obscurely f. L. pilus hair, PILE4 ; cf. 
PLUSH. The origin of sense B is obscure; 
connexion with the Oxford University 



PLUG 

practice of plucking the proctor's gown at 
a degree ceremony as a challenge to the 
granting of a degree is not evidenced. Hence 
pluck sb. act of plucking XV; heart, liver, 
and lungs of a beast, as being 'plucked' out 
of the carcass ( cf. synon. dial. gather) xvn ; 
(orig. pugilistic slang) 'heart', courage, 
'guts'; cf. pluch up heart, etc. XVIII. 

plug phg piece of wood, etc. to stop a hole, 
etc. XVII ; cock of water-pipe; tobacco 
pressed into a cake XVIII. - MLG., MDu. 
plugge (Du. plug), of which there are by
forms, MLG. plugge (LG. plUg), and with 
different consonant, (M)LG. plock, pluck, 
MHG. pfloc, pflocke (G. pflock). (Sw. plugg, 
pligg, Da. plog, pl6k are from LG., and Ir., 
Gael. pluc from Eng.) Ulterior origin un
known. Hence plug vb. XVII; cf. MLG., 
Du. pluggen. 

plug-ugly U.S. city ruffian. Ofunkn. origin. 
XIX. 

plum plAm (fruit of) the tree Prunus do
mestica OE.; dried grape or raisin (as in 
p. pudding) xvn. OE. plume, corr. to 
MLG. pliime, MHG. pflume (G. pflaume; 
in OHG. pfliimo plum-tree), 0~. pl6ma 
(perh. - OE.), with by-forms (:.VI)LG., 
MDu. prume (Du. pruim), OHG. pfnima 
- medL. priina (see PRUNE), orig. pl. of 
L. prunum plum (cf. prllnus plum-tree), 
parallel to Gr. proumnon plum. The shorten
ing of the vowel, which may have been due 
to the comp. (OE.) plumtreow plum-tree 
(but cf. THUMB), appears XIV in the sp. 
plumbe, but the orig. long vowel remains in 
north. dial. plUm. 

plumage plu·mid3 bird's covering of 
feathers. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. plumage, 
f. plume PLUME j see -AGE. 

plumb plAm ball of lead attached to a line. 
XIII (now familiar chiefly in phr. out of p. 
out of the vertical, and p.-line XVI). ME. 
plumbe, pro b.- OF. *plombe, repr. by plomme 
(XIV) sounding-lead :- Rom. *plumba; later 
assim. to (O)F. plomb = Pr., Cat. plom 
(whence Sp. plomo), Pg. clzumbo, It. piombo, 
Rum. plumb :- L. plumbum lead, of obscure 
origin, but prob. from the same source as 
synon. Gr. m6lubdos, m6libos, b6limos, and 
adopted from a Mediterranean language. 
Hence plumb adj. vertical, adv. vertically. 
XIV; plumb vb. sound with a plummet. XVI ; 
cf. F. plomber. 

plumbago plAmbei·gou tyellow and red 
oxides of lead xvn; black lead, graphite 
XVIII : genus of plants, lead wort XVIII. - L. 
plumbiig6 (i) lead ore, (ii) leadwort, flea
wort, f. plumbum lead (see PLUMB); used in 
both senses by Pliny tr. Gr. molubdaina 
(Dioscorides). Hence plumbaginous p1Am
b<.e·d3in<>s. XVIII. 

plumber plA·m<>J worker in lead. XIV.
OF. plommier (mod.plombier) :- L.plumbii
riu-s, f. plumbum; see PLUMB; -ER2

• 

PLUPERFECT 

plume plum feather (now spec.). XIV. 
- (O)F. plume = Pr. pluma, It. piuma :- L. 
pliima (whence rare OE. pliimfeoer) small soft 
feather, down, OHG. pfliima (G. pflaum, 
flaum, pflaumfeder), rei. to OPruss. plaux
dine feather-bed, Lith. plzlnksna feather. 
Hence plume vb. furnish with plumes xv; 
refl. of a bird, to dress its feathers. XVIII. 

plummer-block plA·m;ublok metal box 
or case for supporting a revolving shaft or 
journal. XIX (also plumber-, plomer-). perh. 
f. a proper name. 

plummet plA·mit leaden weight attached 
to a line. XIV (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. 
plomet- OF. plommet, plombet, dim. of 
plomb j see PLUMB, -ET. 

plump1 plAmp fall or come down with 
heavy and abrupt impact XIV; trans. xv; 
blurt out XVI; vote for one candidate only 
XIX. - (M)LG. plumpen = (M)Du. plompen 
fall into water (whence G. plumpen, Sw. 
plumpa, Da. plumpe); of imit. origin. Hence 
plump adv. XVI. In the last sense f. plump 
adv. (e.g. 1·ejuse plump, tvote plump); 
plumper (xvm) undivided vote. 

plump• pLunp tdull, blockish xv (Caxton); 
of full and rounded form XVI. Late ME. 
plompe- (M)Du. plomp, MLG. plomp, 
plump blunt, obtuse, unshapen, blockish 
(whence G. plump), perh. ult. identical with 
prec. With the second sense cf. MLG. 
plumpiclz 'corpulentus'. 

plumule plll·mjul (bot.) rudimentary shoot, 
etc. XVII; (ornith.) down-feather XIX. -F. 
plumule or L. pWmula (Columella), dim. of 
pluma PLl:ME; see -l:LE. 

plunder plA·ncl:u rob forcibly; appropriate 
wrongfully, loot. XVII. - (:.vl)HG. pliindern 
- (M)LG. pliinderen pillage, sack, lit. to rob 
of household effects, f. :\1HG. plunder bed
clothes, clothing, household stuff (modG. 
lumber, trash); cf. MLG., MDu. plunde, 
plunne (LG. pliinde, pliinne), Du. plunje 
clothes, baggage. First found c. 1630 with 
ref. to the Thirty Years War, then from 
r642 with ref. to the Civil War in England 
and esp. the act;on of Prince Rupert's forces. 
Hence plu·nder sb. action of plundering, 
goods plundered XVII; U.S. (prob. after 
Du. plunje) baggage XIX. 

plunge pLmd3 thrust or cast (oneself) into 
liquid; also fig. XIV (Ch., Barbour). -OF. 
plungier, plongier (mod. plonger) :-Rom. 
*plumbicare, f. L. plumbum lead; see PLUMB. 

pluperfect plup5·Jfikt (gram.) pert. to a 
time earlier than some particular time in the 
past XVI ; more than perfect XIX. - modL. 
pliisperfectum, for L. (tempus prmteritum) 
plus quam perfectum '(past tense) more than 
perfect', tr. Gr. (xp6vos) V7T<pavVT<li<K6s ; cf. 
F. plus-que-parfait. 



PLURAL 

plural plu:~·r:~l (gram.) denoting more than 
one (or two); also sb. XIV (PPl., Trevisa). 
Late ME. plurel- OF. plurel (mod. pluriel) 
- L. plurdlis (Quintilian) adj. with numerus, 
genitivus, also sb. (sc. numerus number), f. 
pliir-, pltls more; see PLUS, -AL1• plu·raJLy2 
XIV (Wycl.). So pluraliTY plurre·liti 
holding of two or more benefices con
currently by the same person XIV (PPl.); 
state of being plural XIV (Trevisa) ; majority 
xvr (at first Sc., after F. pluralite); U.S. 
excess of votes polled by the leading candi
date above those polled by the next XIX. 
- (O)F. pluralite -late L. plurdlitds; in the 
sense 'majority' treated as an immed. deriv. 
of L. plur-, pliis more. pluri- pluari comb. 
form of L. plitr-, plUs more, pliires several, 
used in various techn. terms of XIX. The 
earliest ex. is pluripresence, coined by John
son)( omnipresence. 

plus plAs with the addition of; verbal ren
dering of the sign + xvn; (electr.) posi
tive(ly) XVIII. - L. plus more, earlier plous, 
perh. for *pleus (cf. pleores, old form of 
plzlres several), f. *pte-, repr. also by Skr. 
p1·dyas most of the time, Av. frdyah- more 
numerous, sb. abundance, friiy6 more, Gr. 
pteon, ptees, pleistos, Olr.Zfa (:- *pleis) more, 
ON. jleiri more, jleistr most numerous. Cf. 
MINUS. 

plus-fours plAsf5a·Jz long wide knicker
bockers so called because four inches are 
added to the usual length to produce the 
overhang. XX. f. PLUS + pl. of FOUR. 

plush plAJ kind of cloth having a longer nap 
than velvet. XVI (Nashe). -F. tpluche, 
contr. of peluche, f. OF. peluchier PLUCK 
-It. peluzzo, dim. of pelo ( = F. pail, Pr. pel, 
Sp. pelo) :- L. pilus PILE 3• 

plutocracy pliito·krasi rule of wealth or 
the wealthy. xvn (Urquhart; thereafter not 
till XIX). -Gr. ploutokratlii, f. ploutos 
wealth, pro b. rei. ult. to FULL; see -CRACY. 
Hence plutocRAT plii·toukr::et. XIX. 

plutonic pliito·nik (geol.) pert. to the action 
of internal heat. XVIII (Kirwan). f. Gr. 
Plouton (Pluto) god of the infernal regions+ 
-IC; cf. F. plutonique (XVI). 

pluvial plu·vial (eccl.) cope. xvn. - medL. 
pluviiile 'rain-cloak', sb. use of n. of L. plu
viiilis, f. pluvia, pluere rain, see -AL1, plu
vious characterized by rain, rainy. xv. 

ply1 plai (Sc.) plight, condition xv; fold, 
layer XVI (in earliest use Sc.); bend, turn, 
twist XVI (fig. from XVII). - (O)F. pli, f. 
plier, tpleier (whence ply vb. bend, lit. and 
fig. xrv) :- L. plicdre; see FOLD 2 and cf. 
COMPLEX, EXPLICIT\ PERPLEX, PLAIT, REPLY. 

ply2 plai apply, employ XIV (Ch., Gower); 
work away at; solicit earnestly XVI; (naut.) 
XVI. Aphetic of APPLY. 

pneumatic njumre·tik pert. to wind or air. 
xvn. -F. pneumatique or L. pneumaticus 

PODGE 

(Vitruvius, Pliny)- Gr. pneumatikOs, f. 
pneumat-, pneilma wind, breath, spirit, f. 
"'PneF- breathe, rel. to OE. fneosan (see 
SNEEZE); see -I c. So tpneuma·tical (some
what earlier). 

pneumonia njumou·ni:~ inflammation of 
the lungs. XVII. - modL. pneumonia- Gr. 
pneumonia, f. pneumon-, -on lung, alt., by 
assoc. with pnefn, pneusai breathe, of pleu
mon, rel. to L. pulm6 lung (cf. PULMONARY). 

po pou (colloq.) chamber-pot. XIX. repr. pro
nunc. of F. pot POT. 

poach1 poutf cook (an egg) by dropping it 
without the shell into boiling water. xv 
(pocche, later patch; poach from XVII). -OF. 
pochier (mod. poe her) orig. enclose in a bag, 
f. poche bag, pocket, POKE1• The vb. was 
preceded in Eng. use by pochee, eyron en 
poche, eggez pocchez dishes made from eggs. 

poach2 poutf encroach or trespass on land, 
etc., spec. steal game. XVII ('Pocher le 
labeur d'autruy, to poche into, or incroach 
vpon, another mans imployment, practise, 
or trade', Cotgr.; 'to poach for power', 
Dryden, r68z). perh.- (O)F. pocher in spec. 
use of 'pocket' ; see prec. and cf. slang use 
of bag vb. 

pochard, pocltard pou·tf;ud, pou·k;ud, 
po·- dun-bird, Fuligula or .lEthyia ferina. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin ; for the ending cf. 
mallard. 

pock pok pustule OE. ; pl. XIV (see FOX). 
Late OE. poe, pocc- = MLG., MDu. pocke 
(Du. pok, LG. pocke, whence G. pocke) :
Germ. *pukno-, f. *puk- (repr. also by OE. 
pohha, pocca bag, MHG. pfoch). 

pocket po·kit bag, sack, as a measure of 
hops, wool, etc.; small pouch attached to 
a garment. xv. -AN. poket(e), dim. of poke 
POKE\ var. of OF. pochet, pochette (Norman 
dial. pouquet, -ette). In AL. poketa, pochettus 
POUCH. See -ET. Hence pocket vb. XVI; 
cf. F. pocheter. po:cket ha·ndkerchief. 
xvm (Mme D' Arblay). 

pod pod seed-vessel of leguminous and 
cruciferous plants. XVII. pro b. back-forma
tion from dial. podware, podder (XVI), of 
unkn. origin, which succeeded to tcodware 
(see con\ WARE1). 

podagra po·d;Jgr;J, podre·gr;J gout. xv. 
- L. podagra- Gr. poddgrd, f. pod-, polis 
FOOT+dgrii seizure, trap, f. a base meaning 
'chase', 'catch'. Earlier tpodagre (xm) 
-OF. 

podesta podesta• magistrate in Italian 
cities. XVI. - It. podesta, earlier tpodestate 
(whence F. podestat, Eng. tpodestat(e) xvi
xvm) :- L. potestatem, potestiis power. 
authority, magistrate, f. pot- (see POTENT). 

podge p:ld3 short fat person. XIX. var. of 
PUDGE. 

z 



PODIUM 

podium pou·diam projecting base XVIII; 
(zoo!.) fore or hind foot XIX. L., elevated 
place, balcony - Gr. p6dion, dim. of pod-, 
pozis FOOT. 

podo- p<>·dou, pod<>· comb. form of Gr. pod-, 
polis FOOT. XVII. 

poem pou·im metrical composition, work 
in verse. XVI (expressed early by poesy). 
- (O)F. pohne or L. poema (Plautus)- Gr. 
p6ema, early var. of poiema work, fiction, 
poetical work, f. poein, poiezn make, create, 
rei. to Skr. cini3ti, cdyati assemble, heap up, 
construct, OS!. cinu arrangement, series 
(base *quoi-). So poesY3 pou·izi, -lsi 
(arch.) poetry, poem XIV; tPOSY XV (Lydg.). 
- (O)F.pot!sie = Pr., Sp., It. poesia- CRom. 
*poesia, for L. poesis- Gr. p6esis, pofesis 
creation, poetry, poem; see -Y 3• poet 
pou·it writer of poetry. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. poete- L. poeta (Piautus)- Gr. 
poetes, poietes maker, author, poet. po·et
ASTER. XVI (B. Jonson). - modL. poetaster 
(Erasmus rszr), whence It., Sp. poetastro, 
F. tpoetastre ; after philosopluister (Cicero). 
poetiC poue·tik. XVI. - (O)F. poetique- L. 
poeticus- Gr. po(i)etik6s. poe· tiCAL. XIV 
(Ch.; rare before XVI). poe·trcs treatise on 
poetry, as that of Aristotle. XVIII. poetry 
pou·itri composition in verse. XIV (Ch., 
who knew the 'Nova Poetria' of Gaufrei de 
Vinsauf or Galfridus Anglicus, c.rzoo, in 
which, as in other early works, poetria means 
the poetic art). - medL. poetria (vii), f. L. 
poeta, prob. after L. geometria GEO:.vtETRY. 
tJJ There is no contact with L. poetria - Gr. 
poetria poetess. 

pogrom pogro·m, po·grom organized mas
sacre in Russia. xx. - Russ. pogrom devasta
tion, destruction, f. gromit' destroy. 

poignant poi•n;mt sharp, pungen·:. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. poignant :- L. pungent··, -ens, 
prp. ofpungere prick; cf. POINT and see -ANT. 

poilu pwa·Iil French private soldier. xx. 
slang sb. use of F. poilu hairy, (sl.) bold, 
determined, (sb.) stout fellow, fighting 
man, f. pail hair :- L. pilus PILE 3• 

poinsettia poinse·tia Mexican species of 
Euphorbia. xrx. modL., f. name of J, P. 
Poinsett, American minister to Mexico, dis
coverer of the plant; see -IA1

• 

point point A. minute part or particle XIII ; 
small mark, dot; precise position, time, fact, 
or quality XIV; B. sharp end XIV. In A 
- (O)F. point, in B- (O)F. pointe, repr. re
spectively L. punctum (whence also Pr. punt, 
Sp., It. punta, Pg. ponto), sb. use of n. pp. 
of pungere prick, pierce (cf. PUNGENT), and 
Rom. (medL.) puncta (whence also Pr. 
ponta, Sp., It. punta, Pg. poncha), carr. use of 
the fern pp. «:1J The phonetic coalescence 
in Eng. of point with pointe combines groups 
of meaning that are kept apart formally in 
other langs. (sometimes by distinct words, 
as in G. stich and spitze). So point vb. xrv. 
Partly- (O)F. pointer (cf. Sp. puntar, It. 

POKER 

puntare, medL. puncttire), partly f. the sb.; 
hence pointER1 in techn. uses from c. r soo; 
rod to point with XVII; dog that indicates 
position of game XVIII. Camps. point
blank direct (horizontal) aim or range; 
also adj. and adv. (xvi, Digges), of unkn. 
origin, but presumed to involve the sb. 
blank 'white spot in a target' ; point
device (arch.), orig. at p. d., perfectly, pre
cisely XIV (Ch.); later adj. and adv. without 
at; of unkn. origin, but poss. based on AN. 
*a point devis 'arranged to perfection', which 
may have combined OF. a point to perfec
tion, and a devis in good order. 

pointillism pwre·ntilizm method of impres
sionist painters consisting in the use of 
small dots of colour. XIX. -F. pointillisme, 
f. pointiller mark with small points or dots, 
f. pointille- It. puntiglio, f. punto POINT; see 
-ISM. 

poise poiz tweight xv; balance, equilibrium 
XVI. -OF. pais (mod. poids), earlier peis = 

Pr., Cat. pes, Sp., Pg., It. peso :- CRom. 
*pesum, for L. pensum weight, sb. use of n. 
of pp. of pendere weigh, rei. to pendere (see 
PE!'<DENT). So poise vb. tweigh XIV; place 
or hold in equilibrium XVI. f. OF. poise, var. 
of peise (whence ME. peise, dial. peise, paise), 
stem-stressed form of peser = Pr. pezar, 
Sp. pesar, It. pesare :- Rom. *pestire, for 
L. pensdre, frequent. of pendere. 

poison poi·zn "t(deadly) potion XIII; sub
stance introduced into an organism that 
destroys life or injures health XIV (Trevisa). 
ME. puison, poison- OF. puison, (also mod.) 
poison (in OF. magic potion) = Pr. poz6, 
OSp. pozon poison, Pg. poriio medicine, It. 
pozione drink:- L. potion( em) POTION. So 
poison vb. XIII. -OF. poisonner (super
seded by empoisonner). 

poissarde pwa·sard French market-woman 
XVIII; French fishwife XIX. - F. poissarde 
low foul-mouthed woman, (assoc. with 
poisson fish) fishwife, fern. of poissard pick
pocket, rogue, f. poix PITCH1 , lit. 'to whom 
things stick like pitch'; see -ARD. 

poitrel poi·trel breastplate; stiff stomacher. 
xv. - OF. poitral, earlier peitral :- L. 
pectoriile PECTORAL. 

poke1 pouk bag, small sack (now dial. 
except in 'to buy a pig in a poke'). XIII. 
- ONF. poque, poke (cf. AL. poca), var. of 
(O)F. poche (cf. POUCH). 

poke2 pouk thrust with the finger or a 
pointed instrument. XIV (Ch., Wyclif). 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. poken (whence perh. 
OF. poquer thrust out), of unkn. origin. 
Hence (prob.) poke sb. projecting brim of 
a bonnet. xvm; so p.-bonnet. xrx. po·Ium1 

instrument for poking a fire. xvr. 

poker• pou•bJ card-game, a variety of 
brag. XIX. orig. U.S., of doubtful origin, but 
cf. G. poch(spiel) 'bragging game', f. pochm 
brag, perh. cogn. with POKE~. 



POLACRE 

polacre pola·bJ, polacca poh:e·k~ three
masted merchant ship of the Mediterranean. 
xvn (Purchas). -F. polacre, polaque, It. 
polacra, polacca ~ Sp., Pg. polacra (whence 
Du. polaah, G. pol ach( e), polac ker) ; identical 
with the words meaning PoLisH, PoLE. 

poldavy p;:,ldei·vi, poldavis p;:,ldei·vis 
(naut.) coarse canvas. xv. prob. orig. col!. 
pl. poldavis, for *poldm·ides, £. Poldavide 
town in Brittany, whence the art of making 
the stufl:' was introduced. 

polder pou·ld;}J low-lying land reclaimed 
from the sea. XVII. repr. in place-names 
from XI, e.g. Poldreham Powderham, Polre 
Poldhurst, Polr Polders, of doubtful exis
tence in OE. and prob. - lVll)u. polre, 
(mod.) polder (whence also G. polder). 

pole1 poul (orig.) stake; (later) long slender 
piece of wood used as a support OE.; linear 
measure of s?i yards XVI; square measure of 
30! yards XVII. Late OE. piil, corr. to OFris., 
(M)LG. pal, l\'IDu. pael (Du. paal), OHG. 
phdl (G. pfahl), 0::'\. pdll; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic)- L. palus stake, prop :- *piikslos, 
f. *ptig- *pak- (cf. PACT, etc.). 

pole 2 poul each of the two points in the 
celestial sphere XIV (Ch.); each extremity 
(north and south) of the earth's axis; each 
of two opposite points on surface of magnet 
at which magnetic forces are manifested xvr. 
- L. polus end of an axis - Gr. p6los pivot, 
axis (see WHEEL).Cf. F. pole, in part the source. 
So po·lAR. XVI (Recorde). -F. polaire, It. 
polare, or modL. polaris; whence polariTY 
pouife·riti. XVII (Sir T. Browne). po·lariZE. 
XIX (r8rr). -F. polariser (Malus). 

Pole poul tPoland, country of E. Europe 
XVI; native of this xvn. -G. Pole, sg. of 
Polen, in MHG. Polan, pl. -tine- Polish 
Poljane 'field-dwellers', f. pole field. So 
Po·lack (obs. in England; U.S. immigrant 
from Poland). xvrr (earlier tPolaker). -F. 
Polaque, G. Polach- Pol. Polak. Hence 
Po·lrsH1 (the language is \Vestern Slavonic). 
XVIII. Cf. POLACRE. 

-pole poul terminal cl. repr. (partly through 
F. -pole, L. -pola) Gr. -pules seller, deakr, 
f. pole£n sell, f. a widespread IE. base. 

poleaxe pou•lreks battle-axe XIV; halbert 
XVI. ME. pol(l)ax, -ex- :VIDu. pol(l)aex, 
MLG. pol(l)et>:e, f. pol, polle POLL1 +aw AXE; 
later assoc. with POLE1 • 

polecat pou·lk~t Putorius fcetidus, of the 
weasel family. XIV (polcat). The first el. is 
of unkn. origin (OF. pole, poule chicken, 
fowl, has been suggested; see PULLET), the 
second is CAT. 

polemarch p<:>·limaJk military commander
in-chief. XVII. - Gr. polemarkhos, f. p6lemos 
\var; see -ARCH. 

polemic pole·mik disputatio\ts,, contr:,o
versial. XVII. - medL. polemLcus- ( TL 

polemik6s, f. p6lemos war; see -!c. Also 
pole·miCAL XVII. 

POLITIC 
polenta pole-nt~ porridge made from bar

ley, chestnut meal, etc. XVI. -It. polenta 
:- L. polenta pearl barley, rei. to POLLEN. 

police p'lli·s, (formerly) p<>·lis (as still in 
Scotland and Ireland) tpolicy; tcivil orga
nization XVI; civil administration regu
lating public order (first with ref. to France, 
and to Scotland, where Commissioners of 
Police were established by Queen Anne, 
13 December r?r.+); civil force appointed 
to maintain public order XVIII (the New P. 
was established for London in r829). -F. 
police - mcdL. politia for L. politia ; see 
POLICY, POLITY, Hence poli·ce~!AN1 XIX 
(r829), -wm.IAN (r853). 

policy1 p;:,·lisi tgovernment, administration 
XIV (Ch., Gower); prudence in procedure; 
course of action deemed expedient. xv 
(Lydg.). -OF. policie (in first sense)- L. 
politia POLITY. Cf. POLICE. 

policy2 p<:>·lisi in full p. of assurance or in
surance document containing an undertaking 
to pay certain sums for loss of property. 
XVI. Earliest form police (tr. F. document); 
-F. police- Pr. polissa, -issia, Cat. -ice = Sp. 
paliza, Pg. apolice, It. polizza pro b. :-medL. 
ap6dissa, -ixa, alt. of L. apodlxis- Gr. ap6-
deixis demonstration, proof, f. apodeikminaz 
(see APODEICTIC). 

poliomyelitis p<>=liou-, pou:lioumai~lai·tis 
(path.) inflammation of the grey matter of 
the spinal cord. XIX. modL., f. Gr. poli6s 
grey + muel6s marrow; see -ITIS. abbrev. 
po·lio. xx. 

poliorcetic p;:,:li5lse·tik pert. to siegecraft. 
XIX (De Quincey). -Gr. poliorketik6s, f. 
poliurke£n besiege a city, f. p6lis city+orke!n 
besiege. So po:liorce·ncs. xvi. 

-polis p;,lis repr. Gr. polis city, as in METRO
POLIS, KECROPOLIS ; OCCaS. used in the form 
-opolis (see -0-) to form nicknames of towns, 
e.g. Cottonopolis CVIanchester), Porkopolis 
(Chicago). 

polish p,)·liJ make smooth (and glossy) by 
friction XIII (Cursor M.); refine XIV. :\IE. 
polis(s - poliss-, lengthened stem of (O)F. 
polir- L. polire, which has been linked as 
a possible fuller's term with Germ. "'felt- of 
FELT; see -ISH 2 and POLITE. 

Polish see PoLE. 

polite p;,lai·t tpolished xv; polished, re
fined XVI; of refined courteous manners 
XVII. - L. politus, pp. of polire POLISH. 

politic p,)·litik tpolitical; characterized by 
policy, shrewd, judicious xv (Lydg.) sb. pl. 
science and art of government xvr (Skelton); 
political affairs or life XVII. - (O)F. politique 
(one of an opportunist party c. 1573, tempo
rizer)- L. politicus- Gr. politik6s civic, civil, 
political (used sb. as m. sg., fem. sg., n. pl.), 
f. polttes citizen, f. polis city, state; see -Ic. 
So politiCAL poli·tibl pert. to the state 
XVI (T. 'Yilson); comb. form poli"tico-xvm 



POLKA 

(Fielding); politr·ciAN tscherner, intriguer; 
one versed in politics, XVI. polity p<>·liti 
civil organization, form of government. xvr. 
- L. politia (Cicero)- Gr. politeiii. 

polka p;:~·lb, pou·lb lively dance of 
Bohemian origin, danced at Prague in 1835, 
in London in I842. -G., F. polka- Czech 
pulka 'half-step', f. pul half. Cf. MAZURKA. 

poll1 poul A. human head XIII; B. counting 
by heads (Sh.), (hence) of votes XVII. perh. 
of LDu. origin (cf. obs. Du., LG. polle); 
but OE. poll in place-names, poss. meaning 
'hill', may have orig. meant 'head'. Hence 
poll vb. in various senses of independent 
derivation: cut short, cut off the hair of 
XIII (pp. pallid); cut off the head or top 
of XVI; count heads, record votes XVII. 

poll• poul in poll deed, deed poll, legal writ
ing polled or cut even at the edge (not 
indented). XVI. orig. for pold, polled, pp. 
of poll vb. (see prec.). 

Poll p;>l var. of and conternp. with POLLY 
XVII (Pall), as proper name of a parrot; alt. 
of Moll (xvi); see MOLL, 

pollack p;:~·l;>k sea-fish allied to the cod. 
XVII. Earlier Sc. podlok (xvi), later podley; 
of unkn. origin. 

pollard p;:l'!;)Jd horned animal that has lost 
its horns XVI; tree that has been polled or 
cut back XVII. f. POLL1 -!--ARD. Hence vb. 
XVII (Evelyn). (jf Perh. earlier as a name of 
the hare XIV (pollart). 

pollen p<>·lin tfine flour xvr; (bot.) powdery 
substance produced by the anther XVIII. 
- L. pollen flour, fme powder, rei. more 
irnmed. to POLENTA, pufvis POWDER, pu/s, 
pult- PULSE 2, 

pollicitation p;,lisitei·J;:,n promising, pro
mise (spec. leg.). xvr. -F. or L. pollicitatio, 
f. pollicitari bid at auction, f. po!licerz pro
mise; see -ATIO~. 

polliwog, polly- po·liwo>g (dial. and U.S.) 
tadpole. xv. Late 1\IE. polzvygle, later 
porzcigle (xvn), polzcigge (xvr), pollizvig, 
polliwog (XIX); f. POLL1 +wrGGLE and synon. 
dial. ·wig, alt. by assim. of the vowels of 
initial and final sylls. 

pollute p;JJlu·t render impure. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible; pollute pp. in Ch. and Wyclif). f. 
polliit-, pp. stern of L. polluere, f. *por- PR0-1 

+base of lutum mud. So pollu·tiON. XIV. 
- (O)F. pollution or late L. polliitio(n-). 

Polly, polly p<>·li female name used for 
a parrot. XVII (Poolye, B. Jonson). dim. of 
PoLL; see -Y6 • 

polo pou·lou ball game of Oriental origin, 
first introduced at Calcutta from native 
Indian practice. xrx. - Balti (Indus valley) 
polo ball = Tibetan pulu. 

POLYGONUM 

dance of Polish origin. xvm. - F. polonaise 
(sc. robe dress, danse dance), sb. use of fern. 
of polonais Polish, f. medL. Polonia Poland 
(cf. PoLE). 

polonium (chem,) p;)lou·ni;)m radio-active 
metallic element. XIX. -F. (modL.) polo
nium, f. medL. Polonia Poland (see -IUM); 
so called from the Polish nationality of 
Mme Curie, who, with her husband, dis
covered it in pitchblende. 

polony p;)lou·ni sausage of partly cooked 
pork. xvm (pullony sausage). prob. for 
Bolognian sausage (XVI, Nashe), Bologna, 
a town in Italy, being noted for a kind of 
sausage. 

poltergeist p;:~·lt;)Jgaist noisy mischievous 
ghost. XIX. G., f. poltern make a noise, 
create a disturbance + geist GHOST. 

poltroon p;:~ltru·n cowardly or mean
spirited wretch. XVI (Skelton). - F. poltron, 
tpoultron - It. poltrone sluggard, coward 
(cf. medL. pultro XIII St. Francis), perh. f. 
tpoltro bed (as if 'lie-abed'). 

poly- p;:~·li, poli· repr. Gr. polu-, comb. 
form of pol!is, polu much, pl. polloi many 
(cf. Skr.purus, Olr. hil, OHG.filu, G. viel, 
OE. jela, and Ft:LL); in many techn. terms. 
polyanthus -~·np;)S cultivated type of 
primula. xvm. modL. (Gr. dnthos flower); 
po·lychrome -kroum work of art, etc. m 
various colours. XIX. -F.- Gr. pol!ikhri5-
mos (khroma colour); poly·gamous. XVII 
(Purchas), practising poly·gamY 3 marriage 
with several at once (xvi). - F. poly
gamie (Calvin)- ecc!Gr. polugamiii (gdmos 
marriage); polyglot p:J•ligl:Jt (one) who 
speaks or writes, a work in, several languages. 
XVII. - F. polyglotte- Gr. polzigli5ttos (glOtta 
tongue); polyGON p;:~·lig;:~n (geom.) many
sided figure. XVI (Digges). -late L. polY_
gi5num- Gr. polugi5non, sb. use of n. of adJ. 
-gonos. Sopoly·gonAL1 xvm, t-gonous~VII; 
polyhedron -hi·dr;:~n, -he·dr•m many-s1ded 
solid. XVI {Billingsley). -Gr. poluedron 
(hCdra base, side); po·lymath person of 
varied learning. XVII (Burton). - Gr. polu
mathiis (manthdnein learn); polynomial 
-nou·mi;)l (math.) consisting of many terms. 
XVII. f. modL. polynomius, after binomial; 
polySY'LLABLE word of many syllables. XVI. 
f. medL. polysyllaba (sc. vox word); po:ly
SYNTHE'TIC (cry·st.); (philo!.) combining 
several words of a sentence into one. XIX. 
f. Gr. poluszinthetos; polyTE'CHNIC dealing 
with various arts. XIX -F. polytechnique 
(Ecole p. 1795), f. Gr. poluteklmos; poly
THEISM p;:~·li)Jiizm belief in many gods. 
XVII. -F. polytheisme, f. Gr. polutheo_s; 
polyzoa p;>lizou·;=j (zoo!.) class of coloma! 
aql}atic ~nvertebrates. XIX; modL., f. Gr. 
zown ammal; see zoo-, -A·. 

polygonum p<'lli·g;!ll<'lm genus of plants 
(knotgrass, etc.). xvm. rnodL. (cf. -os, -us, 

polonaise p<>l;)nei·z female dress orig. -on Pliny)- Gr. polz[gonon, f. p6lus POLY-+ 
suggested by that of Polish women; slow g6nu K:<IEE. 
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POLYP 

polyp po·lip toctopus, cuttle-fish, or the 
like XVI ; applied gen. to animals of low 
organization xvm. -F. pol:ype- L. polypus. 

polypus po·lipas thydra, octopus, etc., 
polyp; (path.) tumour usu. having ramifica
tions like the tentacles of a polyp. XVI. - L. 
polypus - Doric, .!Eolic po/upos, var. of Attic 
polupous cuttle-fish, f. polus POLY-+pous 
FOOT. 

pomace pA·mis mash of crushed apples in 
cider-making. XVI(pomes,pomois). -medL. 
pomiicium cider (f. L. pomum apple), with 
transference of sense. 

pomade pamii:d scented ointment for the 
skin and hair (in which apples are said to 
have been orig. an ingredient). XVI (pomade, 
also pomado). -F. pommade- It. pomata 
:- medL. *pomata; fern. corr. to n. poma
tum poumei·tam (f. L. pomum, as prec.), 
also used in Eng. from XVI ; see -ADE. 

pomander po·manda.r, pom::2·nda.r ball of 
aromatic substances carried as a preserva
tive against infection. xv. The orig. form 
is repr. by pom(e)amber (XVI)- AN. *pome 
ambre, for OF. pome d' ambre- medL. pomum 
ambrre, pomum de ambra 'apple of A:\IBER'. 

pomegranate p;rmgra:nat fruit of the tree 
Punica Granatum, a large roundish many
celled berry with many seeds. XIV. The 
earliest forms have pown- and metathetic 
-garnet, -garnade. -OF. pome grenate, p. 
garnate, etc., i.e. pome (:-Rom. *poma for 
L. pomum) apple, grenate (mod. grenade) 
pomegranate = Sp. granada, It. granata 
:-Rom. *graniita for L. (malum) granatum 
'apple having many seeds' (see GRAIN); corr. 
to medL. pomum granatum, poma graniita. 

Pomeranian pomo:lrei·ni:m pert. to Pome
rania, district on the south-east coast of 
the Baltic Sea. XVII! (P. puppy); see -IAN. 
abbrev. pom. xx. 

pomi- poumi comb. form of L. pomum 
fruit, apple, e.g, pomi·FEROUS. XVII, 

pommel pA·ml tround body or promi
nence; knob terminating the hilt of a sword 
XIV (R. Mannyng); saddle-bow xv. -OF. 
pomel (mod. pommeau) = Pr. pomel, It. 
pomello :- Rom. *pomellum, dim. of L. 
pomum fruit, apple. Hence vb. beat as with 
a pommel. XVI. 

pomology poumo·lad3i fruit-culture. XIX. 
- modL. pomologia, f. L. pomum fruit, apple ; 
see -LOGY, -OLOGY, 

pomp pomp splendour, magnificence; 
ostentatious display (surviving in echoes of 
the liturgical formula in the rite of bapt
ism, the Devil and all his pomps, repr. ChrL. 
pompa or pompre diaboli, orig. the processions 
and shows assoc. with pagan worship). XIV 
(H.. Mannyng, Rolle). - (O)F. pompe- L. 
pompa- Gr. pompii sending, solemn pro
cession, train, parade, display, rei. to pempein 
send. So po·mpous. XIV (Ch.). (O)F. 
pompeux - late L. pomposus. 

PONTOON 

pompadour po·mpadua.r designating dress, 
furniture, colour, etc. named after the Mar
quise de Pompadour, mistress of Louis XV 
of France. XVIII. 

pom-pom po·mpom Maxim automatic 
quick-firing gun. I899· imit. of the sound 
of the discharge. 

pompon po·mpon ornament on a long pin 
xvm; globular chrysanthemum XIX. - F. 
pompon, of unkn. origin. 

poncho po·ntJou S. Amer. cloak. XVIII. -
S. Amer. Sp. poncho- Araucanian poncho. 

pond pond small body of still water, orig. 
of artificial formation. XIII. ME. ponde, 
poonde, pounde, identical with POUND 2, 

which survives dial. in this sense; but the 
vocalism is obscure. 

ponder po·nd::~.r testimate the value of; 
weigh mentally, meditate upon XIV; intr. 
xvu (Sh.). - (O)F. ponderer consider (mod. 
ponderer balance, moderate)- L. ponderare 
weigh, reflect upon, f. ponder-, pondus 
weight, rei. to pendere weigh (see PENDENT, 
POISE, and cf. PREPONDERATE), 

ponderous po·ndaras physically weighty 
XIV; laboured in manner xvm. - L. pondero
sus, f. ponder-, pondus; see prec., -ous. 

pone poun bread of N. Amer. Indians 
made of maize flour. XVII. - Algonquian, 
with vars. apone, oppone, perh. orig. pp. 
'baked'. 

pongee po·n-, pA·nd3i unbleached Chinese 
silk. xvm. - N. Chinese pun-chi = Man
darin pun-ki 'own loom' or pun-clzeh 'own 
weaving', i.e. home-made. 

pongo po·l)gou large anthropoid ape. XVII. 
- Congolese mpongo, mpongi, impungu. 

poniard po·nja.Id dagger. XVI (Sh.). - F. 
poignard, rep!. OF. poignal (cf. Pr. coltel 
ponhal, Sp. puiial, It. pugnale)- medL. 
pugnalis, n. -ale, f. L. pugnus fist, rei. to 
pugi/ PUGILIST; cf. -ARD. 

pontiff po·ntif member of the principal col
lege of priests in ancient Rome; bishop, 
spec. pope. XVII. - F. pontife - L. pontifex, 
-fie- (also used in Eng. XVI), f. ponti-, pons 
(see next) + -fie-, facere make, D01• So 
ponti·frCAL adj. xv; sb. pl. bishop's vest
ments XIV; book of episcopal rites xvr. - L. 
po:ntificalibus: -kei·libas, -ka·-, orig. and 
prop. in phr. (medL.) in pontificalibus in 
pontifical robes (xrv), abl. of n. pl. pontifi
ciilia used sb. ponti·ficATE3 officiate as 
bishop. XIX. f. pp. of medL. pontificiire. 

pontoon1 pontu·n boat (or other vessel), of 
which a number are used to support a tem
porary bridge. XVII (Ponton). - (O)F. ponton 
:- L.ponto(n-) punt, bridge of boats, f. pont-, 
pons bridge, rei. to Indo-Iran. and Balto
Slav. words, with Gr. pdtos, meaning 'road', 
'path', but the relevance of the sense in 
PONTIFF (if this is 'path-maker') is not clear; 
see -OON and cf. PUNT1, 
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PONTOON 

pontoon• pontil·n (army sl.) alt. of F. vingt
(et-)un 'twenty-one' (card game), by assim. 
to prec. xx. 

pony pou·ni small horse. XVII. orig. Sc. 
pown(e)y (cf. 'Pony, a little Scotch horse', 
Bailey's Diet. 1730), of uncertain origin; 
per h. for *poulney - F. poulenet, dim. of 
poulain foal :- late L. pulltimen, orig. coli. 
f. L. pullus young animal (cf. FOAL). 

pood pfld Russian weight (36 lb.). XVI. 
-Russ. pud- LG. or ON. pund POUND1 • 

poodle pfl·dl breed of pet dog. XIX. - G. 
pudel, taken to be short for pudelhund, f. 
pudeln splash in water, the poodle being a 
water-dog. 

poof puf int. (repr. a puff of breath) ex
pressing contempt. XIX. Cf. F. pouf. 

pooh pu excl. of impatience or disdain XVII 
(Sh.; pwh, pugh, later poh). Also redupl. 
XVII (pough pough; cf. pup XVI and prec.). 

Pooh-Bah pilba· name of a character in 
W. S. Gilbert's 'The Mikado' (188s) who 
holds many offices at the same time; joe. 
made up from the disdainful excls. POOH 
and BAH. 

pooP pfll small body of still water. OE. 
pol = OFris., (M)LG., MDu. pol (Du. 
poe!), OHG. pfuol (G. pfuhl), f. WGerm. 
*pol-, rei. to OE. pyll creek (dial. pill, of the 
Severn estuary) ; further relations uncertain. 

pool" pill collective amount of stakes in a 
card-game, tgame at cards XVII; transf. of 
other games or contests in which the com
petitors contribute a sum, (hence) common 
fund, combine XIX. -F. poule stake, prop. 
hen (perh. orig. one set as the target and 
prize in a game, as in the old jeu de la poule 
'game of the hen') :- medL. pulla, fern. of 
L. pullus young animal, FOAL; cf. Sp. polla 
(whence It. puglia) hen (see PULLET), stake 
at hombre, Walloon poie; assoc. with POOL1 

was prob. furthered by the identification of 
fish (in the pool) with F. fiche counter, 
FISH2• Hence vb. XIX. 

poop pilp stern of a ship. xv (poupe, pouppe 
Caxton, po(p)e). -OF. pupe, pope (mod. 
poupe) = Pr., Sp. popa, It. poppa :-Rom. 
*puppa, for L. puppis stern. 

poor pu::l.r having few or no possessions. 
XIII (La!3.). ME. po~·ere, pouere, poure, pore 
-OF. povre, (also dial.) poure (mod. pauvre) 
= Pr. paubre, paure, Sp. pobre, It. povero :
L. pauper (Rom. *pauperus); see FEW and cf. 
POVERTY. q For similar loss of v before r 
cf. CURFEW, KERCHIEF, LORD. 

pop p;:,p sb., vb., int., and adv., of imit. 
origin. The earliest uses (xiv), surviving 
dial., of sb. and vb. have reference to rap
ping or knocking; not recorded for abrupt 
explosive sound before XVI (as int. and adv. 
only XVII); vb. put, pass, move suddenly 
XVI (Skelton); (sl.) pawn XVIII (Fielding); 
pop the question XVIII; sb. effervescing 

POPPY 

beverage XIX (Southey). comps. po·p-coRN1 

for popped corn XIX (U.S.); po·p-eyed, 
-eyes (having) prominent eyes XIX; po·p
GUN XVII (Hobbes); po•pping CREASE 
(cricket) XVIII. 

pope1 poup the Head of the R.C. Ch. OE. 
papa- ecclL. papa bishop (Tertullian, Pru
dentius), from the time of Leo the Great 
(v) applied spec. to the Bishop of Rome 
- ecclGr. pdpas, papas bishop, patriarch, 
later form of pappas father (see PAPA). Cf. 
F.pape, Sp., Pg., It. papa; of CEur. range: 
OS. piioos, (M)Du. paus, MHG. biibes(t), 
G. papst, ult. - OF. papes; cf. OS!. papdl 
from HG.). Hence po·pERY the Roman 
Catholic religion or ecclesiastical system. 
XVI (Tindale). po·piSH1

• XVI. 

pope 2 poup parish priest of the Orthodox 
Church in Russia, etc. XVII. -Russ. (OS!.) 
popu- WGerm. *papo (cf. OHG. pfaffo) 
-later Gr. pdpas; see PAPA, POPE1

• 

popinjay po·pind3ei (arch.) parrot XIII; 
vain or conceited person XVI. ME.pape(n)iai, 
pope(n)iay, -gay- AN. papeiaye, OF. pape
gay, papingay (mod. papegai)- Sp. papagayo 
(cf. Pr. papagai, Pg. papagaio; G. papagei, 
Du. papegaai are from Rom.)- Arab. baba
ghti (whence also medGr. papagds, Pers. 
bapghti): for intrusive n cf. MESSENGER; the 
final syll. is assim. to JAY. q vars. in Eur. 
langs. are: OF. papegau (whence Sc. papingo 
XVI) = Cat. papagal, It. pappagallo, medL. 
pap(p)agallus, modGr. papagdllos, MHG. 
papegtin, medL. papagen, Russ. popugdi; 
MLG. papagoie, Sw. papegoja, Da. papegoie. 

poplar p;,·pl"J tree of the genus Populus. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa, Ch.). ME. 
popler(e)- AN. popler, OF. poplier (mod. 
peuplier, with -ier characteristic of tree
names), f. pople (mod. dial. peuple; whence 
Eng. popple XIV, now dial. and U.S.)= Cat. 
poll, Sp. poblo :- L. populus. q With the 
form poplar (XVI) cf. contemp. briar, cedar, 
medlar. 

poplin po·plin mixed woven fabric. XVIII. 
- F. tpapeline, dubiously held to be from 
It. papalina, sb. use of fern. of papalino 
PAPAL, and to be so named because orig. 
manufactured at Avignon, which was a 
papal town from 1309 to 1791; see -INE1• 

(jJ F. popeline appears to be from English. 

poppet po·pit small person or human 
figure, (hence) pet XIV (Ch.); tpuppet XVI; 
(naut.) short piece of wood XIX. Of obscure 
origin; based ult. on L. piipa, puppa girl, 
doll; cf. PUPPET, and see -ET. 

popple p;:,·pl tumble as water, boil or 
bubble up. XIV. prob.- (M)Du. popelen 
murmur, babble, quiver, throb, imit. origin. 
Hence sb. and po·pplY1• XIX. 

poppy po·pi plant of the genus Papaver. 
OE. popreg, papreg, later popig :- *papag, 
*poptig, for *piipau- medL. *papiiuum 
(whence OF. pavou, mod. pavot), alt. of L. 

(6g6] 
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papiiver (whence It. papavero). -:11 Of wide 
Eur. extent, with various modifications; but 
the oldest IE. word for the plant (not Italic 
or Celtic) is repr. by G. mohn, Gr. mdkon, 
OS!. maku. 

popsy-wopsy pn•psiwnpsi endearing ap
pellation for a girl. XIX. redupl. formation 
on dial. pop (f. POPPET)+-sY, 

populace pn·pji1l;}s mass of the people. XVI. 
- F. populace- It. popolaccio, -azzo, f. 
popolo PEOPLE, with pejorative suffix (:- L. 
-iiceus -AcEous). So popular pn·pji1l;}J: 
pert. to the people xv ; finding favour with 
the people XVII. -AN. populer, OF. popu
leir (later and mod. populaire) or L. populiiris, 
f. populus PEOPLE. Hence (or - F.) popu
lariTY -re·rlti XVII, po·pularrzE xvm. 
populATE3 P"·pjttleit people, inhabit. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of medL. populiire, f. populus. 
populA·TION tinhabited place xvr; number 
of people XVII (Bacon). - late L. populii
tio(n-) (Sedulius), f. L. populus; so in (O}F. 
po·pulous full of people. xv. -late L. popu
losus. «:!! Cl.L. populari = ravage, pillage. 

porcelain p5·:tsl1n fine kind of earthen
ware. XVI. The earliest forms in -ana, -an 
are It. or immed. - It: ; superseded by forms 
-F. porcelaine, earlier pourcelaine- It. por
cellana (xm, Marco Polo) Venus shell, 
cowrie, polished substance of this, (hence} 
china ware (from its resemblance to this 
substance), deriv. in fern. adj. form of 
porcella, dim. of porca sow :- L. porca, fern. 
of porcus swine (see PORK) ; the shells are 
said to have been so named from their re
semblance to the vulva of a sow ( cf. L. porcus 
'pudendum', Varro, tr. Gr. xorpos). Cf. Sp., 
Pg. porcelana, Du. porselein, G. porzellan, 
Sw. porslin, Da. porcellren. 

porch p5:ttf covered approach to a building 
XIII; the P., allusively with ref. to the Stoic 
school XVII. - (O)F. porche = Pr. porge, It. 
portico PORTICO :- L. porticus colonnade, 
gallery, porch (rendering Gr. o-roa; cf. 
STore), f. porta 'passage', PORT 2• 

porcine p5•J:sain swine-like. XVII. -F. 
porcin, -ine or L. porc'inus, f. porcus swine; 
see PORK, -INE1• 

porcupine p5·Jkjupain rodent of the genus 
Hystrix bearing defensive spines. XIV. ME. 
pore despyne, later porke-, porcupine (cf. AL. 
porcupina xv)- OF. pore espin (also pore 
d'espine), mod. pore-epic- Pr. pore espi(n) = 
Sp. puerco espin, etc. :-Rom. *porcosp'inus, 
f. L. porcus pig, PORK+spinus SPINE. Many 
vars. are found showing kinds of assim. ; 
porkespick (XVI-XVII) is after the modF. 
form; porpentine (XVI-XVII) is obscure; the 
present form shows assim. to L. porcus. 

pore1 p5aJ minute orifice in a body. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. pore, corr. to Sp., It. 
poro- L. porus- Gr. p6ros passage, pore, 
f. *por- *per- *PT j see FARE, FORD, PORT, So 
po·rous. XIV. - (O)F. pore].lX -medL. por6-
sus. poro·SITY. XIV (Trevisa). - medL. 

PORT 

pore• p5aJ look intently. XIII (King Horn). 
ME. pure, poure, powre, perh. :- OE. 
*piirian, f. *pur-, a mutated form of which 
(OE. •pyran) may be the source of synon. 
ME. pire (xiv). See PEER2• 

porism p5·rizm, pn·rizm geometrical pro
position in ancient Gr. mathematics. XIV 
(Ch., tr. of Boethius; thereafter not before 
XVII). -late L. porisma- Gr. p6risma deduc
tion, corollary, problem, f. porlzein carry, 
deduce, f. p6ros way, passage; see PORE\ 
-ISM. Cf. F. porisme. 

pork p5Jk flesh of the pig used as food XIII; 
tswine, pig XIV. - (O)F. pore = Pr., Pg., 
It. porco, Sp. puerco, Rum. pore - L. porcus 
swine, hog (see FARROW1). Hence po·rkER1 

pig raised for food. xvn. 

pornographer p5:tn"·grafa:t one who writes 
of obscene subjects, XIX, f. F. pornographe 
-Gr. pornogrdphos, f. prJrne prostitute; see 
-GRAPHER. So pornoGRA·PHIC, -o·GRAPHY. 

porphyry p5·J:firi beautiful red or purple 
stone. xrv. Three types are found: (i) por
jurie, -firie (Ch.) -AN. •porfurie, •-firie = 
OF. porfire, mod. porphyre, corr. to It. 
porfiro, -fido, Sp., Pg. porfido, (ii) purfire, 
porphire, (iii) porphyry; all ult. - medL. 
porphyreum, for L. porphyrites- Gr. porphu
rites, £. p6rphuros PURPLE. 

porpoise p5•J:pas small cetaceous mammal, 
Phocrena communis. XIV. ME. porpays, 
-poys, -pas- OF. po(u)rpois, -peis, -pais :
Rom. *porcopiscis (f. porcus swine, PORK+ 
piscis FISH), for L. porcus marinzts 'sea hog' 
(whence Sp. puerco marino, It. parco marino; 
cf. G. meerschwein, whence F. marsouin); 
forms with the els. reversed are It. tpesce 
porco, Pg. peixe porco :- Rom. *pisciporcus. 

porrect pore·kt (techn.) stretch out xv; put 
forward XVIII. f. porrect-, pp. stem of L. 
porrigere, f. par- = PRo-1 +regere stretch, 
direct, f. IE. *reg- (see RIGHT). So por
re·cTION. xvrr. - L. 

porridge pn·rid3 tpottage or soup XVI; 
soft food made with oatmeal XVII. alt. of 
POTTAGE, intermediate forms being repr. by 
podech (xvr), podditch, -idge. «:!! Cf. next, 
and dial. or vulgar imperence, moral, geraway, 
geron, for impudence, model, get away, get on. 

porringer pn·rind3aJ bowl for liquid food. 
xvr. alt., through the var. tpoddinger (xv), 
of (dial.) pottinger, tpotinger (xv), tpoteger 
- (O)F. potager, f. potage; see POTAGE, -ER0 • 

«:!! For intrusive n cf. HARBINGER, etc. ; for 
change of t to r cf. prec. 

port1 p5J:t harbour, haven; town having a 
harbour. OE. port- L. portus (see FORD), 
rei. to porta (see next). In ME. pro b. a new 
word- (O)F. port = Pr. port, Sp. puerto, 
Pg., It. porto:- L. portu-s. 

port2 p5Jt gate, gateway, spec. of a city or 
walled town XIII (Cursor M.); opening in 
the side of a ship XIV (Gower). - (O)F, porte 
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= Pr., Pg., It. porta, Sp. puerta, Rum. 
poartii :- L. porta (cf. prec.). Hence po·rt• 
HOLE. XVI. 

port3 p5lt (arch.) carriage, bearing XIV 

(Ch.); tstyle of living, state XVI. - (O)F. 
port, f. porter carry, bear = Pr., Sp. portar, 
It. portare :- L. portiire (if orig. transport, 
bring into port), f. portus PORT1• Hence 
po·rtLY1 tof dignified bearing, imposing 
XVI (Skelton); large and corpulent XVI (Sh.). 

port' p5Jt left side of a vessel looking for
ward. XVII (also in APORT; but no doubt 
earlier, cf. the vb.). prob. orig. the side 
turned towards the port (PORT1) or place of 
lading (cf. LARBOARD). Hence vb. put (the 
helm) to port. XVI. 

port5 p5lt red (also white) wine of Portugal. 
XVII. Short for tOporto wine, tPort 0 Port 
wine, later tOporto, ·~Porto (cf. F. porto, for 
vin de porto, vin d'Oporto), prop. wine from 
Oporto (Pg. 0 Porto 'the port'; see PORT1), 

the chief port of shipment for Portuguese 
wines. 

portable p5•Jtabl capable of being carried. 
XIV. - (O)F. portable-or late L. portiibilis, f. 
portiire carry; see PORT3 , -ABLE. So po·rtAGE 
transportation, carriage; mariner's venture 
in cargo. XV. -F. = It. portaggio (in 
medL. portiigium, portiiticum). 

portal' p5·lt;J! stately doorway or gateway. 
XIV •. -OF. portal- medL. portiile, sb. use 
of n. of portal is, f. porta PORT2 ; see -AL1• 

portal" p5·lt;J! (anat.) pert. to the porta or 
transverse fissure of the liver; p. vein, vena 
portre. xrx. - modL. portiilis, f. L. porta 
PORT2 ; see .. AL1

a 

portas, portous p5·Jtas (hist.) portable 
medieval breviary xrv (PPI.); spec. in Sc. 
law xv. Also portlwus,portehors- OF.porte
hors, f. porter carry (see PORT 3)+hors out of 
doors (:- L. foris, Joe. of jm·es DOOR), corr. 
to medL. portijorium. 

portcullis p5JtkA·Jis grating sliding up and 
down in grooves at the side of a gateway in 
a fortress. xrv. lVIE. port colice, -coles, 
-(e)cules, porcules- OF. porte cole'ice, i.e. 
porte door (PORT2

), col(e)!ce, coulice (cf. cou
LISSE), fern. of couleis gliding, sliding:- Rom. 
*coliiticius, f. L. coliit-, coliire filter. 

portend p5Jte·nd presage, foreshow. xv. 
- L. portendere (like ostendere, a term of 
augury), f. *por- = prfJ-, PR0-1 + tendere 
stretch, TEND\ So po·rtent ominous sign 
xvr; prodigious thing XVIII. - L. portentum 
strange sign, monster, f. portendere. For
merly str. porte·nt. porte·ntous. xvr. - L. 
portentosus. 

porter1 p5•ltaJ door-keeper. XIII. -A!\'. 
porter, (O)F. portier = Pr. portier, Sp. 
portero, Rum. portar -late L. (Vulgate) 
portiirius, f. porta PORT1 ; see -ER 8• 

porter• p5•JtaJ bearer. XIV (Wycl. Bible, 
PPI.). -OF. port(e)our (mod. porteur) = 
Pr., Sp. portador, etc. :- medL. portiitorem, 
f. portiire carry; see PORT 3, -ER', -oR1• 

porter3 p5·.rt<JJ kind of dark-brown beer. 
XVIII. Earlier porter or porter's ale (Swift), 
presumably so named because drunk chiefly 
by porters and the like. Comp. po·rter
HOL'SE (U.S.) house where porter and other 
malt liquors are sold ; transf. of steaks, etc. 
supplied there. 

portfolio p5Jtfou·liou case for keeping 
papers XVIII; such a case for state docu
ments, (hence) office of a minister of state 
XIX. Earlier porto folio, portefolio- It. porta
jogli, f. porta, imper. of portare carry (see 
PORT 3) + fogli, pl. of foglio leaf, FOIL 1 ; alt. 
by assim. to F. portejeuille (xvi). 

portico p5•Jtikou roofed walk supported 
on columns. XVII (Jonson). -It. portico:
L. porticus PORCH. 

portiere p5·Jti£;,l curtain hung over a 
doonvay. XIX (Thackeray). F., f. porte 
door, PORT 2 --i--itlre (:- L. -iiria -ARY). 

portion p5•Jfan part allotted, share XIII 
(Cursor M.); part of a whole xrv. -OF. 
porcion, (also mod.) portion = Pr., Sp. 
porcion, It. ponrione- L. portio(n-), attested 
first in phr. pro portione portionally, in PRO
PORno;-;. So po·rtion vb. APPORTION XIV 
(R. Mannyng); dower XVIII. -OF. portion
ner (medL. portioniire), f. the sb. 

portmanteau p5Jtmre·ntou case for carry
ing clothing, etc. when travelling. XVI. -F. 
portemanteau official who carries a prince's 
mantle, valise, clothes-rack, f. porter carry 
(see PORT3)+manteau MANTLE. Many vars. 
were formerly current, e.g. -mantel, -mantu, 
-mantua, -mant:y, -mantuan. 

portrait p5·Jtrit delineation of a person 
(formerly of any object). XVI. -F. portrait, 
sb. use of pp. of OF. portraire picture, de
pict (whence portray p5Jtrei· XIV), f. por
(:- L. pro PR0-1) + traire draw (:-Rom. 
*tragere, for L. tralzere). So po·rtraituRE. 
XIV. -OF. portraiture, f. pp. as above. 

portreeve p5·.:~triv (now local) chief officer 
of a town (mayor; later, bailiff). OE. port
gereja, f. port town (prob. transf. use of 
PORT1) -+-/{ere fa REEVE1• 

pose1 pouz A. tsuppose or assume XIV 
(Ch.); lay down (a claim, etc.) XVI; B. place 
in or assume an attitude xrx. - (O)F. poser 
:-late L. paustlre cease, PAUSE (whence also 
Pr. pausar place, rest, Sp. posar rest, lodge, 
lay down, It. posare lay down, pose (a 
model), ref!. rest); in Rom. this vb. took 
over the senses of L. ponere, pt. posui, pp. 
positum place (see POSITION) and became its 
regular repr. (cf. appose, compose, depose, 
dispose, expose, impose, itzterpose, oppose, re
pose, suppose, transpose), the application of 
ponere being specialized in the sense 'lay 
eggs' (cf. F. pondre). So pose sb. attitude. 
xrx (Lady Morgan). - F. pose, f. the vb. 



POSE 

pose2 pouz tinterrogate XVI (Tindale); 
perplex, nonplus XVI (Donne). Aphetic of 
APPOSE. Hence po·SER1 examiner XVI (Harri
son); puzzling problem XVIII (Sheridan). 

posh p<>J (sl.) tiptop, 'swell'. xx. perh. adj. 
use of sl. sb. posh (i) money, (ii) dandy (xrx), 
of unkn. origin. 

posit pn·zit (chiefly in pp.) situate, place; 
assume, lay down as a basis. XVII. f. posit-, 
pp. stem of L. ponere place. So posi·tm:-~ 
p<>zi·J<>n tlaying down, affirmation, pro
position stated XV; place occupied: (gram.) 
situation of a vowel in a syllable XVI; pos
ture, attitude XVIII. - (O)F. or L., f. posit-, 
rendering Gr. Olats THESIS, 0{1-'a THEME, 
po·sitrVE formally or explicitly stated XIII 
(Cursor M.); unqualified XV; dealing with 
fact XVI; affirmative, additive)( negative XVII. 
- (O)F. or L. po·sitivrsM (philos.) 1854. -
F. positivisme ( Comte ), for earlier philosophie 
positive (183o). positron p<>·zitron, f. 
POSI(TIVE, ELEC)TRON, XX. 

posse p<>•si A. potentiality)( esse (often in 
phr. in p. potential(ly) XVI; B. body of men 
that a sheriff may call to arms, (hence) 
armed force, strong band xvn. - medL. sb. 
use of L. posse be able (see POTENT1); in A 
from scholastic terminology, in B for posse 
comitatus 'force (power) of the couNTY'. 

possess p<>ze·s toccupy, inhabit; hold as 
property; put in possession. xv. - OF. 
possesser, f. L. possess-, pp. stem of possidere, 
f. potis (see POTENT) + sidere, rei. to sedere 
SIT. Earlier tpossede. XIV-XVII. - (O)F. pos
seder. So possessiON p:~ze·J<>n xrv (Rolle). 
- (O)F. or L. posse·ssrvE (gram.) xvr 
(Palsgr.). - L. possessivus (Quintilian), tr. 
Gr. KT1)TtK1} {'IM'wats case). 

posset p<>·sit (hist.) drink of hot milk cur
dled with ale, etc. xv. Of unkn. origin. 

possible p<>·sibl that can or may be. xrv 
(Rolle). - (O)F. possible or L. possibilis, f. 
posse be; see POTENT, -IBLE. possibr·L!TY. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or late L. fdi Impossible 
is earlier (xm). 

possum p<>·s;~m Aphetic of oPossuM; now 
esp. in colloq. phr. (orig. U.S.) play p. pre
tend to be disabled, with ref. to the 
opossum's feigning death when attacked. 
XVII. 

post1 poust stout piece of timber set up
right. OE. post- L. postis, perh. f. por
PRo-1+ base of stare STAND; pro b. reinforced 
in ME. from OF. and MLG., MDu. Hence 
postvb.1affixtoapost. xvn ;whencepostER1 
pou·st<>.t bill or placard posted or displayed. 
XIX (Dickens, 1838); app. on the false 
analogy of blotter, poker, roller. 

post• poust tmen with horses stationed 
along a route to carry the king's 'packet' or 
other letters from stage to stage; tcourier, 

POST-

postman; tmail-coach, packet-boat XVI ; 
single dispatch of letters, the mail; short for 
post-office, public department having the 
conveyance of letters XVII ; short for post
paper, size of writing-paper, orig. bearing 
as water-mark a postman's horn xvnr. - F. 
poste- It. posta (whence also Sp., Pg. posta) 
- Rom. *posta, contr. of posita, fern. pp. of 
ponere (see POSITION). Used advb., with 
post-horses, with haste XVI; e.g. ride p., 
orig. in phr. rideinp. (F. chevaucherenposte). 
Hence or- F. poster, post vb. 2 xvr. po·stAGE 
carriage of letters XVI; charge for this xvn. 
po·stAL1. xrx.- F. Comps. po·stcARD 2 1870 
(1 October), after G. feldpostkarte (25 June 
187o), which was preceded by postblatt 
(1865) and korrespondenzkarte (1869). post
HA'STE tspeed in travelling XVI (Ascham); 
adv. with all haste xvr (Sh.). From the old 
direction in the endorsement of letters (In 
hast) hast post hast, an exhortation to the 
post or courier to hasten (i.e. POST sb. 2, and 
imper. of the vb. HASTE), later apprehended 
11s post sb. used attrib. and haste sb. po·st
ma:ster1 one in charge of posts or a post 
office. XVI; cf. G. postmeister, F. maitre des 
postes; post OFFICE. XVII (rep!. letter office). 

post3 poust soldier's station XVI; position 
taken up by a body of soldiers; position of 
employment xvn; (naut.) position as full
grade captain XVIII. -F. poste (m.)- It. 
posto (whence also Du. post, G. posten)- Rom. 
*postu-m, contr. of popL. positurn, pp. of 
ponere ( cf. prec.), 

post4 poust pile of hand-made paper fresh 
from the mould. XVIII. -G. posten parcel, 
batch, lot- It. posto POST 3• 

post5 poust bugle-call warning of the hour 
for retiring for the night. xrx. prob. short 
for call to post or the like (POST 3 , first sense). 

post6 poust L. prep. & adv., earlier poste, 
*posti, 'after', which has cogns. in Balto-Sl., 
Indo-Iran., Alb., and Tokh., current in 
phrases such as p. bellum after the war, p. 
meridiem after midday, post par tum after 
childbirth. Sec also POSTERIOR, POSTHU
MOUS, PREPOSTEROUS, and next. 

post- poust comb. form of POST6 as in 
postcOMMU'NION (liturg.) part of the 
Eucharistic service following the com
munion xv (Caxton) - medL. ; earlier tpost 
common xrv; cf. 0 F. pocumenion ; post-DA ·TE 
affix a later date to. XVII (Donne); cf. F.post
dater; po·st-OBIT taking effect after a per
son's death. XVIII; postpone pous'pou·n, 
p<>s- put off, defer XVI (Dunbar); place 
after XVII. orig. Sc. - L. postp6nere. So 
postPosr·TION t(Sc.) postponement; placing 
after. xvu. postprandiAL -prre•ndi;,l oc
curring after dinner. XIX (Coleridge); L. 
prandium. postSCRIPT pou·s1skript some
thing added after the signature to a letter. 
XVI. - L. postscriptum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
postscribere. 



POSTE RESTANTE 

poste restante pnstre·stat direction written 
on a letter which is to remain at the post 
office till called for; in Eng. use also, de
partment of a post office where such letters 
are left. XVIII ( occas. anglicized t-tant). 
F., 'post remaining' (see REST). 

posterior pnstia·ria.I latter )( prior xvr 
(More); hinder )( anterior XVII; tsb. pl. 
descendants XVI; (after late L. n. pl. poste
ri6ra) hinder parts, buttocks XVII. - L. 
posterior, compar. of posterus following, 
future, f. post; see POST6, -IOR. So poster
ITY pnste·riti descendants coli. -F. - L. 

postern pou·st;~.m back or side door. XIII. 
-OF. posterne (mod. poterne), alt. of posterle 
:-late L. posterula (sc. janua gate, via way), 
dim. f. posterus that is behind (see prec.). 

posthumous pn·stjum;~s born after the 
father's death; appearing or occurring after 
death. XVII. f. L. postumus last of all, spec. 
applied as in first sense, used as super!. of post 
after (see POST6

, POST-), later assoc. with 
humus ground, humare bury, whence the sp. 
with h. Earlier tPosthume (XVI, Sylvester). 

postil po·stil marginal note or comment, 
series of these. xv. -OF. pastille = Sp. 
postila, It. postilla :- medL. postilla, con
jectured by Du Cange to beL. post illa (sc. 
verba) after those words, i.e. of the text, 
used as a direction to a scribe. 

postil(l)ion posti-Jj;~n tforerunner xvr 
(Sidney); post-boy, swift messenger; one 
who rides the near horse of a pair XVII. -F. 
postillon- It. postiglione post's boy, f. pasta 
POST 2+-iglione :- L. -ili6(n-). 

postmaster• pou·stma=sta.l scholar of 
Merton College, Oxford. xvr. Of unkn. 
origin ; medL. portionista one who receives 
a prescribed 'portion' has been suggested. 

postulant po·stjulant petitioner, candidate 
(spec. for admission to a religious com
munity). XVIII (Chesterfield). -F. postulant 
or L. postulant-, -tins, prp. of postultire 
demand ; see next. 

postulate pv·stjul;~t tdemand XVI; proposi
tion claimed to be granted, (geom.) problem 
of self-evident nature XVII. - L. postultitum 
(also used), sb. use of n. pp. of postultire, 
prob. f. base of poscere (see PRAY) with for
mative as in PETULANT. So vb. po·stjuleitxvr. 

posture pv·stf;~J:, -tj- tposition (Bacon); dis
position of parts, attitude (Sh.). XVII. -F. 
posture (Montaigne)- It. postura :- L. posi
tura position, situation, f. posit-, pp. stem 
of ponere place; see POSITION, -uRE. Cf. 
earlier tpositure- F. tpositure or L. 

posy pou·zi A. (arch.) motto, orig. line of 
verse; B. nosegay. XVI. contr. form of POESY. 

pot pot round or cylindrical vessel used as 
a container. Late OE. pott, corr. to OFris., 
(M)LG., (M)Du. pot (whence G. pott, Ice!. 
pottr, etc.) - popL. *pottus (whence (O)F., 
Pr. pot), perh. alt. of L. patus drink, in 

POTENT 

late L. drinking-cup (V enantius Fortunatus ), 
f. pot- (see POTION); prob. reinforced in 
ME. from OF. tjJ The various Celtic forms 
are from Eng. or F. The north. word mean
ing deep hole, pit (XIV) may be identical 
or may be of Scand. origin; cf. Sw. dial. 
putt, pott water-hole, abyss; so pro b. po·t
HOLE. XIX. comb. po·t-boi:ler something 
done merely to gain a livelihood; earlier 
pot-boiling (XVIII); cf. F. jaire bouillir le pot 
provide an income; po·tHOOK hook to hang 
over a fireplace xv; hooked character in 
writing xvn. po·t-hu:nter, tperh. syco
phant, parasite XVI (Nashe, Greene); sports
man who shoots anything he comes across 
XVIII; (sl.) one who competes in a contest 
merely for the prize XIX. pot-LUCK po·tl.A·k 
one's chance of what may be in the pot 
ready for a meal XVI (Nashe); cf. F. [a 
fortune du pot. po·tsHERD (arch.) fragment 
of earthenware. XIV (-schoord, -scarth). pot 
shot shot taken at game merely to provide 
something for the pot, shot aimed directly 
at something within reach. XIX. pot
wallER1 pn·two=hu householder qualified 
to vote as having a separate fire-place. XVIII. 
lit. 'pot-boiler'; alt. to pot-walloper pn·t
wo=l<:>pa.l (xvm) by assim. to WALLOP, now 
the usual form. 

potable pou·t:lbl drinkable. XVI. - F. 
potable or late L. pottibilis, f. pottire; see 
POTION, -ABLE. So potA·TION. xv. -OF. 
-L. 

potage p<>•tii3 soup. xvr. - (O)F. potage 
POTTAGE. 

potash p<>·t(ef (pl.) lixiviated ashes of vege
tables evaporated in pots XVII; potassium car
bonate (which these contain in crude form); 
hydroxide or monoxide of potassium XVIII. 
- Du. potasschen (mod. potasch); see POT, 
ASH 2• So F. potasse, whence potass pot(e•s 
XVIII. potassa pOt(e·s;:, modL. form, appro
priated to potassium monoxide by Davy, 
who (r8o7) coined the name potassium 
pat(e·siam, on the model of magnesia I mag
nesium, soda I sodium, to designate the metallic 
element which is the basis of potash. 

potato potei-tou A. (tuber of) Batatas edulis, 
now dist. as sweet or Spanish potato; B. 
(tuber of) Solanum tuberosum, widely culti
vated for food. XVI. - Sp. patata- native 
name (batata) in Hayti for sense A; the 
transference to sense B was due to the like
ness of the two plants in producing esculent 
tubers. 

potent1 pou·tant powerful. xv. - L potent-, 
patens, prp. of *potere, posse be powerful 
or able, for potis esse; the base *pot- is 
repr. also by Skr. pdtis lord, possessor, 
husband, Gr. pdsis spouse, L. hosjpes, -pit
HOST', Lith. pat spouse, Goth. briip/JajJs 
bridegroom, hunda!fajJs commander of a 
century, centurion; see -ENT. So po·ten
tATE1. XIV. - (O)F.potentator L.potenttitus, 
f. potent-. potentiAL pote·nfol possible, 
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POTENT 

latent XIV (Trevisa ; rare before XVI ; in spec. 
scientific uses XIX); (gram.) of a mood XVI. 
-OF. potencial (now -tiel) or late L. poten
titilis (earlier potentitiliter adv.), f. potentia, 
whence po·tENCY XVI, earlier po·tENCE xv 
(partly- OF. potence). potentilla pouten
ti-1;} genus of Rosacea! (Linnreus). XVI. 
medL., f. L. potent-, -ens POTENT + dim. 
suffix -illa ; applied early to Garden Valerian, 
in XVI to Potentilla anserina (silver-weed, 
goose-grass). 

potent• pou·t;)nt (her., of a cross) having 
the limbs terminating in crutch-heads. XVII 
(Guillim). attrib. use of tpotent crutch (XIV, 
PPI., Ch.), alt. of (O)F. potence supporting 
piece, crutch, gallows ( = Sp. potenza crutch) 
- L. potentia power, in medL. crutch (xu), 
f. potent-, potens; see prec. 

pot(h)een pvti·n whisky distilled privately 
in Ireland. XIX. - Ir. poitin (dim. of pota 
POT), in full uisge poitin 'little-pot whisky'. 

pother p.t.•Cl;).I, pv·b:u choking smoke or 
dusty atmosphere; commotion. XVI. Also 
pudder; the rhymes with other, mother, and 
the like point to an orig. stem vowel 6, but 
no source is known; perh. infl. by bother. 

potion pou·f;~n draught of liquid medicine 
or poison. xm. - (O)F.potion- L.potio(n-) 
drink, poisonous draught, f. pot-, stem of 
pottire drink, potus having drunk, f. IE. 
"'Po(i)- •pi-, repr. also by Skr. ptiyin drink
ing, Gr. pe/poka I have drunk, p6ma, p6sis 
drink, draught, Skr. pitds, pitis drink, and 
the vbs. Gr. pinein, OSI. piti, Skr. pibati, 
Olr. ibim, L. bibere (cf. BIBULOUS), for 
"'pibere; see -TION. 

pot-pourri poupu•ri mixture of dried 
petals kept for perfume XVIII ; musical or 
literary medley XIX. F., 'rotten pot', i.e. pot 
POT, pp. ofpourrir rot; tr. Sp. OLLAPODRIDA. 

pott pvt var. sp. of POT applied (after F. 
papier au pot) to a certain size of printing
paper, orig. bearing the watermark of a pot. 

pottage pv·tid3 dish of vegetables and/or 
meat boiled to softness XIII; toatmeal por
ridge xvn. ME. potage- (O)F. potage lit. 
'what is put in a pot', f. pot POT ; see -AGE. 

potter1 pv·t<J.r maker of pots. Late OE. 
pottere; see -ER1• Hence or- (O)F. poterie 
po·ttERY potter's factory xv (Caxton), pl. 
Potteries as the name of a district; potter's 
art, product of this XVIII; cf. AL. potaria. 

potter• pv·t;).I (dial.) poke again and again 
XVI; meddle xvn; (dial.) perplex, bother; 
trifle, dabble XVIII; move about idly or aim
lessly XIX. frequent. of (dial.) pote, OE. 
potian thrust, push, PUT1 (= MLG. poten, 
whence Ice!. pota, Sw. pdta); see -ER4 • 

pouch pautf small bag XIV (Ch.); bag-like 
cavity in an animal body xv. - ONF. pouche 
(cf. AL. pocha, pucha xm), var. of (O)F. 
poche bag, pouch, (now) pocket; cf. POKE1• 

POUND 

poult poult young of domestic fowl and 
game-birds. xv. Late ME. pult, contr. of 
poulet PULLET. So (arch.) pou·lter. XIV. 
-OF. pouletier, f. poulet; extended to 
pou·lterER1 dealer in poultry xvn, prob. 
after poultery, earlier pulletrie, vars. of 
poultry pou·ltri domestic fowls XIV (Ch.); 
tpoultry-farm, -yard, -market (surviving 
as a street-name in London) xv. -OF. 
pouletrie, f. pouletier; cf. AL. pulletarius, 
poletiirius, poletria (xm); see -ER\ -RY. 
t][ The phonology is as in boult, coulter, 
poultice, shoulder. 

poultice pou·ltis soft mass of bread, etc. 
applied as an emollient, etc. XVI. orig. pl. 
pultes, later taken as sg. - L. pultes, pl. of 
puts, putt- pottage, pap; see PULSE 2• 

pounce1 pauns claw of a bird of prey, spec. 
anterior claw of a hawk )( talon xv; tstamp 
or punch, hole pinked in a garment XVI. 
perh. shortening of PUNCHEON. So pounce 
vb.' pink. XIV (Ch.). Hence pounce vb 2• 

tseize, as a bird of prey xvn ; seize upon 
suddenly xvm; whence pounce sb. 2 act of 
pouncing XIX. 

pounce• pauns finely powdered sandarac, 
etc. used to prevent ink from spreading ; 
stamping-powder. XVI!!. - (O)F. ponce= 
Sp. pomez, Pg. pomes, It. pomice :- popL. 
"'pomicem, for L. pumicem, nom. pumex 
PUMICE. So pounce vb. 3 smooth with 
pumice or pounce; transfer (a design) with 
pounce; tpowder ( esp. the face). XVI. 
-(O)F. poncer polish or erase with pumice, 
tpowder (the face), f. ponce. 

pound1 paund measure of weight; English 
money of account (orig. pound weight of 
silver). OE. pund (pl. pund) = OFris., OS. 
pund (MDu. pont, Du. pond), OHG. phunt 
(G. Pfund), ON., Goth. pund :- CGerm. 
•pundo (whence Finnish punta) - L. pondo 
(indeclinable) pound weight, orig. instr. abl. 
of •pondos (libra pondo pound by weight), 
rei. to "'pondes-, whence L. ponder-, pondus 
weight, also to pendere weigh, pendere hang; 
see PENDENT, POISE. tj[ One of the earliest 
Germ. adoptions from L., prob. contemp. 
with MINT1 • The flexionless pl. is often re
tained with a sum following, and regularly 
in attrib. use (e.g. two p. ten, five-p. note). 

pound2 paund enclosure, esp. for cattle; 
place of confinement. XIV (Wycl.). Earlier 
only in the comps. ME. pundbreche xu 
breaking open (see BREACH) of a pound, OE. 
pundfeald PINFOLD ; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. shut up, confine (cf. IMPOUND). xv. 

pound 3 paund break down and crush as 
with a pestle OE. ; strike heavily xvn; move 
with heavy steps, proceed heavily xrx. Late 
OE. punian, ME. poune (till xvn), also 
gepunian, f. •pun- (whence also Du. puin, 
LG. piin rubbish), of which no further 
cogns. are known. t][ For the final d, which 
appears XVI, cf. ASTOUND, BOUND, COM
POUND', gownd for GOWN, HIND\ HORE
HOUND, RIBBAND, SOUND 1

• 
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POUNDAGE 

poundage1 pau·ndid3 duty of so much per 
pound sterling. XIV (PPJ.). f. POUND1 + -AGE, 

poundage2 pau·ndid3 charge for im
pounded cattle. XVI. f. P01J:"rD 2 +-AGE. 

pour p5;~.r emit in a stream. XIII. Of unkn. 
origin. The earlier pur, poure, powre, later 
power, are reflected in mod. dial. pronunc. 
pau;~.r, which is found in rhymes from Pope 
to Tennyson and Swinburne, though the 
two latter show also p5;:,.r ; the present 
standard pronunc. is indicated as early as 
xv by the sp. pore, the development of which 
is unexplained. 

pourparler pu;~rpii·.rlei informal discus
sion. XVIII. F., sb. use of OF. po(u)rparler 
discuss, f. po(u)r- (intensive), PR0-1+parler 
speak (see PARLOUR). 

pourpoint pu;~·.rpoint (hist.) doublet. xv 
(Lydg.). -OF. po(u)rpoint, orig. pp. (as in 
gambais p.) of pourpoindre perforate, quilt, 
f. pour (cf. PR0-1), substituted for par (L. 
per)+poindre :- L. pungere (see P1JNCTURE). 

pout paut protrude the lips, in displeasure, 
XIV. Of unkn. origin; perh. repr. OE. 
*piitian, f. *piit- be inflated, which appears 
to be the base of Sw. dial. puta be inflated, 
Sw., Norw. puta pad, Da. pude cushion, 
pillow; cf. prec. Hence pou·tER1 breed of 
pigeon capable of inflating the crop. XVIII. 

poverty po·v;~.rti condition of being poor. 
XII. ME. poverte- (i) OF. poverte :- L. 
pauperttis; this type survived till XVI as 
povert; (ii) OF. poverte (mod. pauvrete) = 
Pr. paubretat, Sp. pobredad, It. poverta :- L. 
pauperttitem, -ttis, f. pauper POOR; see -TY. 
g Sc. poortith (xvr) repr. OF. povertet, with 
loss of v as in POOR and retention of final 
]:> of AN. as in dainteth, plenteth; see -ETH2 • 

powder pau·d;}.r solid matter in minute 
particles XIII (Cursor M.); gunpowder XIV. 
- (O)F. poudre, earlier pol(d)re = Pr. 
po(l)dra, Sp. polvora, Rum. pulbere :- L. 
pulverem, nom. pulvis dust (whence Pr. pols, 
Sp., It. polvo, Pg. po ), rei. to POLLEN; cf. 
PULVERIZE. So vb. (in earliest use, season, 
salt). XIII. - (O)F. poudrer, or f. the sb. 

power pau·;~.r A. dominion, rule, authority 
xm; ability XIV; B. body of armed men XIII 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.); one possessed of 
authority XIV; deity, divinity XVI; C. (math., 
etc.) XVI (Billingsley, Digges). ME. poer, 
pouer po&·r, pu&·r -AN. poer, po(u)air, 
OF. poeir, later pooir, povoir (mod. pouvoir) 
= Pr., Sp. poder, It. potere, sb. use of infs. 
poeir, etc. :- Rom. *potere, superseding L. 
posse be able, f. *pot- (see POTENT); by shift 
of stress pu&·r became pu·&r, whence pau·;}.r, 
Hence pow·erFUL1• XIV. 

powwow pau·wau priest or medicine man 
of N. Amer. Indians; magical rites held by 
them XVII ; conference of Indians, hence gen. 
congress, palaver XIX. Earlier powah, paw
(w)aw, powow- Narragansett (Algonquian) 
powah·, powwaw· he dreams, (hence) magi-

PRlE.MUNIRE 

cian; the two syllables were assimilated early. 
Hence vb. XVII. 

pox poks disease marked by pocks, spec. 
syphilis. XVI. alt. sp. of pocks, pl. of POCK; 
so chicken-pox, cow-pox, SMALLPOX. 

pozz(u)olana pots(w)olii·n;} volcanic ash. 
XVIII. It., sb. use of fern. adj. (sc. terra 
earth) pert. to Pozzuoli ( :- L. Puteoli 'little 
springs', pl. of dim. ofputeus PIT), town near 
Naples (Italy) in the neighbourhood of 
:VIount Vesuvius. 

practicable prre·ktik;}bl that can be carried 
out, used, etc. xvn (earlier tpractisable XVI). 
-F. praticable, f. pratiquer put into practice, 
use, f. pratique; see below and -ABLE. So 
pra·ctiCAL pert. to practice or action (opp. 
to theory) XVII, which superseded pra·ctrc 
XIV (rare before XVI). - F. tpractique, var. 
of pratique, or late L. practicus - Gr. prakti
k6s concerned with action, f. *prak- (see 
PRAXIS). 

practice prre·ktis scheming, machination; 
(habitual or continuous) performance; exer
cise of a profession; (arith.) compendious 
method of multiplication by aliquot parts 
(ult. repr. practica Italica 'Italian methods', 
as being first introduced by Italian mer
chants). XVI. f. practise, after ADVICE f advise, 
device/devise; superseded tpra·ctic (XIV) 
(Ch., Trevisa). - OF. practique (mod. 
pratique)- medL. practica- Gr. praktiki, 
sb. use of fern. of praktik6s. practise 
prre·ktis perform (now habitually) xv; 
implied earlier in pra·ctisER1 XIV (Ch., 
PPI.). - OF. pra(c)tiser or medL. practiztire 
(AL. XIV), alt. of practictire. The change 
from the earlier str. practi·se to pra·ctise 
involved the change of final z to s. So 
practitioner prrekti·f;}n;}.r one engaged 
in the practice of an art, esp. medicine. XVI. 
Extension with -ER1 of practi·CIAN (xv; 
chiefly Sc.); cf. dial. musicianer, tphysicianer. 

prad prred (sl.) horse. XVIII. -(with meta
thesis) Du. paard - medL. paraveredus 
PALFREY, 

prre- pri see PRE-. 

prrecipe pri'sipi (leg.) writ requiring some
thing to be done. xv. First of the opening 
words of the writ, prcecipe quod reddat 
enjoin that he render .. ; imper. of prcecipere 
(see PRECEPT). 

prremunire pnmJunaia·ri (leg.) in full 
p.facias name of a writ (Stat. 16 Richard II) 
derived from a formula in the text of it. xv. 
L. prcemunire fortify or protect in front, in 
medL. (by assoc. with prcemonere; see PRE
MONITION) forewarn, admonish; the words 
of the writ (1392-3, 16 Richard II) were 
'precipimus quod per bonos et legales 
homines de balliva tua premunire facias 
prefatum propositum quod tunc sit coram 
nobis' (that you have the aforesaid warned 
to appear before us). 



PRJBNOMEN 

pra:nomen prinou·men name preceding 
the nomen, personal name. XVIII. L., f. 
prce PRE-+nomen NAME. 

prrepostor, pre- prip;)·st5J prefect or 
monitor at some public schools. XVIII. 
Syncopated form of prcepositor PREPOSITOR. 

pra:tor, U.S. pretor pri·t5.I magistrate of 
ancient Rome. xv (Wyntoun). -F. preteur 
or L. prretor (-or-), dubiously analysed as 
•prreitor 'one who goes before', f. prm PRE
+ pp. stem of ire go+ -or -OR1• So pra:
toriAN prit5·ri;m. xv. - L. 

pragmatic prregmre·tik relating to affairs 
of a state, etc.; tbusy, active, officious. 
XVII (sb. XVI). -late L. pragmaticus (in pra
gmatica sanctio, Codex Justiniani; earlier 
'skilled in affairs', Cicero)- Gr. pragma
tikos, f. pragmat-, prtlgma act, deed, affair, 
f. prak- of prtittein do. Also (earlier) prag
ma·tiCAL. XVI. So pra·gmatiSM (philos.). 
XIX (W. James 1898); whence in F. and G.; 
hence pra·gmatiST xx (earlier XVII in sense 
'pragmatical person'). 

prairie prc;}·ri great treeless tract of grass
land. XVIII. - F. prairie, OF. pra(i)erie = 
Sp. praderia, It. prateria :-Rom. *prataria, 
f. L. pratum meadow; see -RY. 

praise preiz express the worth of, speak 
highly of XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.); (dial.) 
value, appraise xrv. -OF. preisier price, 
value, prize, praise = Pr. prezar, Cat. 
prehar, It. prezzare :-late L. pretiare, f. 
L. pretium PRICE; cf. PRIZE1• Superseded 
ME. herie, OE. herian; in xrv lose, alose 
(- OF. aloser, f. los praise :- L. laudes, pl. 
of laus) were also in use. Hence praise sb. 
xv; superseding ME. los and price, OE. 
herung; whence prai·sewo:RTHY XVI, which 
replaced tpraiseji<l (XIV; Wycl. Bible). 

Prakrit prii·krit general name for verna
cular dialects developed from Sanskrit. 
XVIII. - Skr. prakrita original, natural, un
refined, vulgar, vernacular, f. pra- before 
( cf. PR0-1) + kri make. 

praline prii·lin, pr5·-, prei·- confection 
made by browning nuts in boiling sugar. 
XVIII. -F. praline, f. name of Cesar de 
Choiseul, comte de Plessis-Praslin (rsg8-
I67S), by whom it was invented. 

pram1 , praam pram flat-bottomed boat. 
XVI. - MDu. prame, praem (Du. praam), 
MLG. pram( e) (whence also G. prahm, Ice!. 
prdmr, etc., F. prame) = OFris. pram- OS!. 
pramu ( = OHG. farm ferry-boat), f. *pm·
*per- *par-; see FARE. 

pram 2 prrem short for PERAMBULATOR. XIX, 

prance prlms 'spring and bound in high 
mettle' (J.). XIV (Ch., Trevisa, Gower). Of 
unkn. origin; Da. dial. words of similar 
form and sense suggest a Scand. source, but 
there are no obvious links. 

prang pneiJ (Air Force sl.) bomb heavily. 
xx. Of unkn. origin. Also sb. 

PRE-

prank pnel)k tmischievous trick XVI (Skel
ton), later, mad frolic; also with con temp. 
tvb. Of unkn. origin; there is no obvious 
connexion with prank deck out, dress up 
(xvi) or earlier tprank sb. and vb., pleat. 

prate preit talk idly or aimlessly. xv 
(Lydg.). - (M)LG., (M)Du.praten (whence 
MHG. braten, Ice!., Norw., Sw. prata, Da. 
prate); prob. of imit. origin; cf. PRATTLE. 

pratincole pne•til)koul bird of the genus 
Glareola, allied to the plover. XVIII (Pen
nant). - modL. pratincola (Kramer 1756), 
f. L. pratum meadow + incola inhabitant 
(cf. COLONY). 

pratique prre·tik licence to a ship to hold 
intercourse with a port after quarantine, etc. 
XVII (pratticke). - (O)F. pratique practice, 
intercourse, corr. to or- It. pratica-medL. 
practica, sb. use (sc. ars art) of practicus 
PRACTIC. 

prattle prre·tl talk childishly or artlessly. 
XVI. - MLG. pratelen, f. praten PRATE; see 
-LE3 • Hence sb. XVI. 

praty prei-ti (also prawta, pritta, pl. praes). 
XIX. Anglo-lr. for POTATO, based on lr. 
prdta, preata, pl. prdtaidhe. 

prawn pr5n marine crustacean, Pahemon 
serratus. xv (prayne, prane). Of unkn. 
origin. 

praxis prre·ksis practice, exercise. XVI. 
- medL. - Gr. praxis doing, action, f. 
'*prak-, base of prassein do. Cf. PRAGMATIC. 

pray prei ask earnestly, make earnest re
quest or petition. XIII. ME. preie- OF. 
preier (mod. prier) = Pr., etc. pregar, It. pre
gare :- late L. (Rom.) precare, for L. precari 
entreat, f. *prek- "'Prk- (whence poscere 
demand :- *prkskere). So prayer prE:>.I, 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. preiere- OF. preiere 
(mod. priere) = Pr. pregueira, Cat. pregaria 
:-Gallo-Rom. *precaria, sb. use of fem. of 
L. precarius obtained by entreaty (see PRE
CARIOUS). 

pre- pri, pri, pre· (e.g. in predicate, preface, 
premiss, preposition, presage, presence), prefix 
repr. F. pre- or its source L. prce-, later pre-, 
i.e. the adv.-prep. prce (of place, rank, time) 
before, in front, in advance, OL. prai = 
Oscan prai, prae-, Umbrian pre, cogn. with 
(O)Ir. ar before, at, in, Gaul. are (as in 
Aremorici that is near the sea, Armorican), 
OPruss. prei, OS!. pri near, and rei. to the 
groups of PER, pri- (repr. by PRIME, PRIOR), 
and priJ (see PR0-1, PR0- 2); see also PRETER-. 

Many L. comps. of various dates are repr. 
variously in Eng. (see below), chiefly based 
on vbs. and corr. sbs., with the meanings 
'before', 'previously', 'in advance' (in time 
or order of succession, action, thought, per
formance, or execution) in advb. relation to 
the combined el., as in preamble, precede, 
preclude, precursor, predestine, prefer, pre
fix, premature, preserve, presume, pretence, 
pretend, prevent, previous, and a~ in 



PREACH 

apprehend, comprehend, predatory, prehensile ; 
with implication of 'beyond or over all 
others' as in precocious, predominate, pre
eminent, preponderate, prevail; hence as a 
living prefix, e.g. in prejudge (xrr), prepossess 
(xvrr); of anterior position, as in (anat.) pre
cerebellar, -dentate, -hallux. b. In preposi
tional relation, after modL. pra!adamita 
(xvrr) one who lived before Adam, as inpre
Alfredian, pre-Cambrian, pre-Hellenic, pre
historic, pre-Raphaelite, pre-Shakespearian. 

preach pritf pronounce a public discourse 
on a sacred subject (AncrR.); proclaim 
publicly. XIII. ME. preche- OF. prechier 
(mod. pr&her), earlier preechier = Pr. 
prezicar, Sp. predicar :- L. prredictire pro
claim, eccl. preach; see PREDICATE. t] ChrL. 
pra!diciire was adopted at an early date in 
the Germ. langs., e.g. OE. predician, (OFris. 
predikere preacher), OS. predik6n, OHG. 
predigon (G. predigen), 0~. pridika; so also 
Oir. pridchim I preach. Hence prea·ch
MENT. XIV (R. Mannyng). -OF.; in mod. 
use a new formation, often with derogatory 
force. 

preamble pri,1e•mbl preliminary statement. 
xrv (Ch.). - (O)F. preambule- medL. prB'
ambulum, sb. use of n. sg. of prreambulus 
going before, in medL. preliminary, f.pra;
PRE- +stem of ambuliire walk ; see AMBLE. 

prebend pre·bend portion of cathedral 
revenue granted as stipend to a member of 
the chapter; land or tithe as source of this 
xv; tprebendary XVI. - (O)F. prebende -
late L. prrebenda pension, pittance, church 
living, lit. 'things to be supplied', n. pl. of 
gerundive of L. prrebere, f. prre forth, PRE-+ 
habere hold, HAVE (cf. prrehibere, Plautus). 
So pre·bendARY holder of a prebend. xv. 
-medL. 

precarious prikta·rias (leg.) held. by an
other's favour; dependent on chance XVII; 
perilous XVIII. f. L. preciirius, f. prec-, prex 
entreaty, prayer; see PRAY, -ARIOUS. Cf. 
(O)F. precaire. 

precatory pre·katari of the nature of en
treaty. XVII. -late L. preciitorius, f. pp. 
stem of preciiri PRAY; see -ATE 3, -ORY2• 

precaution prik5·Jan caution exercised 
beforehand. XVII. - F. precaution- late L. 
pra;cautio(n-), f. L. pnecaut-, pra;cavere; 
see PRE-, CAUTION. 

precede prisi·d tsurpass, exceed XIV; go 
before in place or rank xv; go before in time 
XVI. - (O)F. prectfder- L. pr:ecedere; see 
PRE-, CEDE1• So precedENT pre·sidant 
tthing or person that goes before; previous 
instance or case xv; tadj. preceding XIV 
(Ch.). Hence precedENCE pri·-, -si·dans, 
pre·sidans. xv. 

precentor prise·nt5~ leader of the singing 
of a choir or congregation. XVII. - F. prtf
centeur or L. pr:ecentor, f. prrecent-, pp. stem 
of L. pr:ecinere, f. pr:;e + canere sing ;:see PRE-, 
CHANT. 

PRECLUDE 

precept pri·sept general command, esp. of 
divine origin XIV (Wycl. Bible); writ, warrant 
xv. - L. pra:ceptum maxim, order, sb. use 
of n. pp. of prrecipere take beforehand, warn, 
instruct, enjoin, f. pr:e PRE-+capere take 
(see HEAVE). So prece·ptoR1• xv. - L. Cf. 
F. precepte, tprecept, precepteur. 

precession prise·Jan (astron.) of the equi
noxes. XVI. -late L. prrecessio( n-) (Boethius), 
f. pra:cedere PRECEDE; modL. a:quinoctiorum 
prrecessio (Copernicus, a. I 530 ). t] Earlier in
stances XIV-XVI have the sense 'procession'. 

precieuse pre·sj8z woman professing refined 
delicacy of language and taste. XVIII. F., 
fern. of precieux PRECIOUS; popularized by 
Moliere in 'Les Precieuses ridicules', I6S9· 

precinct pri·sil)kt space enclosed by boun
daries; district or province of government. 
XV. - medL. prmcinctum, also pl. prrecincta, 
sb. uses of n. pp. of L. pra:cingere gird 
about, encircle, f. prm PRE-+cingere gird; 
see CINCTURE. 

precious pre·Jas of great worth or price 
XIII (Cursor M.); aiming at choiceness or 
refinement XIV (Ch.; in mod. use from XVIII, 
cf. PRECIEUSE); egregious, arrant, 'fine' xv. 
- OF. precios (mod. precieux), corr. to Pr. 
precios, etc.- L. pretiosus, f. pretium PRICE. 
So preciosiTY preJi<>·siti. XIV (Wycl.). 
- (O)F.- L. 

prec1p1ce pre·sipis theadlong fall XVI 
(Jonson); vertical steep face of rock, etc. 
XVII. - F. precipice or L. prmcipitium, f. 
prmcip-, pra:ceps headlong, steep, or prm
cipitiire, whence precipitATE1 prisi·piteit 
sb. chem. XVI (modL. prrecipitiitum), adj. 
prisi·pitit headlong, headforemost XVII 
(L. pp. prrecipitiitus), vb. throw headlong 
XVI; deposit in solid form from a solution 
XVII (pp. stem prmcipitiit-), precipitA·TION 
XVII (-F. or L.); so preci·pitous precipi
tate XVII; of the nature of a precipice (super
seding earlier tprecipitious XVII, f. L. 
pra:cipitium)- F. tprecipiteux = Sp., It. pre
cipitoso, f. L. prm before, PRE-, capit-, caput 
head (cf. CAPITAL). 

precis prei·si concise account or version. 
XVIII (Chesterfield). - F. precis, sb. use of 
pp. (see next). 

precise prisai·s strictly expressed; strict in 
observance; exact. XVI. -F. precis, -ise 
- L. prmcisus, -'isa, pp. of prrec'idere cut 
short, abridge, f. prm PRE-+c:edere cut; cf. 
CONCISE. So preci·sely xv; rendering F. 
precisement (xiv) and L. prrecise. precisiAN 
prisi·3an one who is precise, esp. in reli
gious observance, Puritan. XVI. precisiON 
prisi·3an tcutting short XVII; preciseness 
XVIII. -F. precision or L. prmc!sio(n-); orig. 
vbl. sb. of action, later abstract sb. corr. to 
precise. 

preclude priklii·d shut off. XVII. - L. 
prmcliidere, f. pr;e PRE- +claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE, CLOSE. 



PRECOCIOUS 

precocious prikou·J;~s flowering or fruiting 
early; prematurely developed. XVII (Sir T. 
Browne). f. L. prrecoci-, -cox, f. prrecoquere 
boil beforehand, ripen fully, f. prre PRE-+ 
coquere COOK; see -rous. So precosiTY 
priko·siti. XVII (Howell). -F. or modL. 

preconize pri·bnaiz proclaim publicly. 
xv. - medL. prreconizare, f. L. prreco(n-) 
public crier, herald, perh. for *praiwokon-, 
f. prai +'*wok-, of vocare call; see PRE-, 
VOCATION, -IZE. 

precursor prik;i·.IS;l.l forerunner. xvr. - L. 
prrecursor, f. prrecurrere, f. prre PRE-+ currere 
run; see COURSE, -OR'. 

predatory pre·d;~t;~ri pert. or addicted to 
plundering. XVI. - L. prredtitorius, f. prm
diitor plunderer, f. prredtiri plunder, f. prreda 
booty, plunder :- *prreheda, rei. to prre
hendere seize j see PREHENSILE, PREY, -ORY2 • 

predecessor pri·dises;~.:~ former holder of 
a position. XIV. - (O)F. predecesseur -late 
L. prredecessor, f. prre PRE-+decessor, f. 
decedere depart j see DECEASE, ANCESTOR. 

predestination pridestinei·J;~n God's ap
pointment from eternity of those who shall 
be saved. XIV. - ecclL. prredestinlitio(n-) 
(Augustine, Boethius), f. prredestinlire ap
point beforehand (in Christian use from III, 
rendering Gr. 7rpoop£~£LV in Romans viii 
29, 30), f. pr;;e PRE-+destinlire DESTINE. The 
L. vb. is also the ult. source of prede·stine 
vb. XIV (Wycl ) and prede·stinate pp. (xiv) 
and pt. (xv), the latter form being used as 
present tense from XVI; see -ATE3 • Cf. (O)F. 
predestination, predestiner (xn). 

predial pri·di;}l pert. to land or farms. XVI. 
- medL. prreditilis, f. L. prredium farm, 
estate, f. prred-, prres surety, bondsman :
*praroid-s, f. prm PRE-+vad-, viis surety 
(cf. WED) j see AL1, 

predicament pridi·k;~m;~nt category of 
predication XIV (Wycl.); class, category; 
situation XVI. -late L. prredicdmentum 
(Augustine, Isidore; tr. Gr. t<aT7Jyopta CATE
GORY, of Aristotle), f. L. prredicdre; see next 
and -MENT and cf. (O)F. predicament. 

predicant pre·dibnt adj. preaching XVII; 
preacher XVI (now only in Du. form predi
kant predika·nt minister of the Du. Re
formed Church, esp. in S. Africa XIX). - L. 
prredicant-, -dns, prp. of prredicdre PREACH. 

predicate pre·dibt (logic and gram.) that 
which is asserted of the subject. XVI. 
- late L. prredicdtwn 'quod dicitur de sub
jecto' (Boethius), tr. Gr. t<ar7JyopEvfL<vov, 
n. pp. of prredicdre proclaim, declare (cf. 
PREACH), in medL. predicate, f. pr;e PRE-+ 
dicdre make known, rei. to dicere say; see 
DICTION, -ATE1• So pre·diCATE3 -eit assert, 
affirm. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. prredicdre. 
predicA 'T!ON tpreaching XIV; assertion, 
affirmation XVI. - (O)F. or L. prediCATIVE 
pridi·k;}tiv (gram.) forming the whole or 
part of the predicate. xrx. 

PREGNANT 

predict pridi.kt foretell, prophesy. xvn. 
f. prredict-, pp. stem of L. prredicere (whence 
F. predire, etc.), f. prm PRE-+dicere say (see 
DICTION). (Predicted - L. pp. prredictus 
before-mentioned, aforesaid (occurs XVI). 
So predi·cTION. xvr. - L. 

predilection pridile-kf;~n mental preference 
or partiality. XVIII. - F.predilection - *prre
dilectio(n-), f. medL. prrediligere prefer, f. prre 
PRE-+diligere j see DILIGENT, ·TION. 

pre-emption prie·mPJ;~n purchase before 
an opportunity is offered to others. XVI. 
- medL. prreemptio(n-), f. L. prreempt-, 
-emere, f. prre PRE-+emere buy. Hence, by 
back-formation after L. agent-noun prre
emptor, pre-e·mpt vb. (chiefly U.S.). XIX. 

preen prin trim (the feathers) with the 
beak; also trans£. XIV (Ch.). Late ME. 
preyne, prayne, varying with proyne (see 
PRUNE 2), of which it may be an alt. by 
assim. to (dial.) preen pin, OE. preon, corr. 
to MLG. prifme, (M)Du. priem(e) bodkin, 
dagger, MHG. pfrieme (G. pfriem) awl, ON. 
prj6nn pin, peg, with ref. to the boring or 
pricking action of the bird's beak. 

prefab prifa!·b abbrev. of prefa·bricated 
(XX) j see PRE-, FABRICATE. 

preface pre·fis introduction to a litarary 
work XIV (Ch.); introduction to the canon 
of the Mass xv (Trevisa). - (O)F. preface 
- medL. prrefdtia, for L.prrefdtio, f.prrefdt-, 
-fdri, f. pr;e PRE-+fdri speak (see FABLE). 
Hence vb. xvn. So pre·fatoRY2• XVII. 

prefect pri·fekt governor, chief admini
strator. XIV. -OF. prefect (mod. prefet) 
- L. prrefectus, sb. use of pp. of prreficere set 
over, f. prm PRE-+facere make, constitute 
(see FACT). So pre·fectURE, XVI. - (O)F. 
orL. 

prefer prifa·.I tadvance, promote XIV 
(Gower, Wycl. Bible); set before others in 
esteem XIV (Gower); put forward XVI. 
- (O)F. preferer- L. prreferre, f. prre PRE-+ 
ferre BEAR2• So preferABLE pre·f;~r;}bl. 
XVII. -F. preferable. pre·ferENCE. XVII. 
- (O)F.- medL.; hence prefere·ntiAL. XIX. 
prefe·rMENT. XV. 

prefix pri·fiks verbal element placed before 
and in combination with another XVII; title 
prefixed XIX. - modL. prrefixum, sb. use of 
n. of pnefixus, pp. ofL.prrefigere fix in front; 
see PRE-, FIX. Cf. F. prefixe (xvm). So 
prefix vb. prifi·ks xv. - (O)F. prefixer. 

pregnant1 pre·gn;mt (arch.) compelling, 
cogent. XIvtpreignant argument, Ch.; there
after not till XVI). - F. preig1:la1'lt (XVI; perh. 
earlier in AN.), prp. of preindre, earlier 
priembre :- L. premere PRESS1 ; see -ANT. 

pregnant• pre·gn;~nt with child, with 
young. xvr. - F. pregnante (fern.) or L. 
prmgnant-, -dns, alt., by assim. to -dns -ANT, 
of prregnds, prob. f. prre PRE-+base of 
(g)nasci be born (see NASCENT). 



PREHENSILE 

prehensile prihe·nsail capable of grasping. 
XVIII. - F. prehensile CBuffon), f. prehens-, 
pp. stem of L. prehendere; see APPREHEND, 
COMPREHEND, PREDATORY, -ILE. 

prehistoric prihistv·rik pert. to the period 
antecedent to historical record. XIX (D. 
Wilson). - F. pnJhistorique; see PRE-, HIS
TORIC. Hence preHI·STORY. XIX (Tylor). 

prejudge prid3A·d3 pass judgement on be
fore trial or inquiry; prejudice. XVI. f. PRE
+ JUDGE vb., after F. prejuger or L. pnejudi
ciire. So prejudice pre·d3t1dis injury, 
detriment XIII ; tprevious or premature 
judgement XIV; preconceived opinion XVII 
- (O)F. prejudice- L. pr:Ejiidicium, f. pr:E 
PRE-+judicium judgement. pre·judice vb. 
affect injuriously xv; tprejudge XVI; fill 
with prejudice XVII. - (O)F. prejudicier, f. 
the sb. prejudiciAL pred3t1di·Jal injurious 
xv; tprejudiced XVI. - (O)F. or late L. 

prelate pre·lat (eccl.) dignitary of episcopal 
or similar rank. XIII (La).). - (O)F. prelat 
= Pr. prelat, etc.- L. pr:Eltitus, (eccl.) sb, 
use of pp. corr. to pr:Ejerre PREFER; see -ATE1• 

So pre·IACY toffice of a prelate; govern
ment by prelates. XIV. -AN.prelacie-medL. 
pr:Eliitia, f. pr:Eliitus. Hence prelatiC(AL) 
prihe·t-. XVII. 

prelection prile·kfan public lecture in a 
college or university. XVI. - L. pr:Electio(n-); 
see PRE-, LECTION, So pra:LE'CTOR1, XVI. 
-L. 

preliminary prili·minari introductory to 
the main business. XVII. - F. preliminaire 
or modL. pr:Eliminiiris, f. L. pr:E PRE-+ 
lfmin-, limen threshold (see LIMINAL). 

prelude pre·ljiid introductory action, con
dition, etc. XVI; (mus.) XVII. -F. pn!lude 
(Rabelais) or medL. pr:ElUdium, f. pr:Eliidere. 
So pre·lude vb. (formerly prelu·de) serve 
as prelude to. XVII. - L. pr:Eliidere play 
beforehand, preface, f. prm PRE- + liidere 
play, f. /iidus play (cf. LUDICROUS). 

premature pri·-, pre·matfua~ occurring 
before the time. XVI. - L. prmmiitiirus very 
or too early, f. prm PRE-+maturus MATURE. 

premeditate prime·diteit ponder before
hand. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. pr:Emeditiiri; 
see PRE-, MEDITATE. So premeditA'TION. 
xv. - (O)F. or L. 

premier pre·mi;;)~. pri·mi;:,~ first in position 
or rank xv; first in time XVII; sb. prime 
minister (for p. minister XVII- F. premier 
ministre 'first minister') XVIII (first applied to 
Viscount Charles Townshend 1726).- (O)F. 
premier= Pr. premier, Sp. primero :- L. 
primiirius PRIMARY, 

premiss, premise pre·mis A. (logic) pro
position from which another follows; pl. 
the two propositions of a syllogism (now 
distinguished as major and minor premiss) 
xrv (Ch., Trevisa). B. (leg., etc.) pl. matters 
stated previously; subject of a conveyance 

PREPOSTEROUS 

or bequest; lands and tenements as before
mentioned xv; building with its appur
tenances XVIII. - (O)F. premisse- medL. 
prmmissa, sb. use (sc. pr6positi6) of fern. sg. 
and n. pl. pp. of L. prmmittere send or set 
before, f. prm PRE-+mittere put, send (see 
MISSION). 

premium pri·rniarn reward, prize; sum to 
be paid in an insurance policy, etc. XVII; fee 
for instruction in a trade, etc. ; agio XVIII. 
- L.prmmium booty, reward(:- *prmimium), 
f. prm PRE-+emere buy, orig. take. 

premonition primani·fan forewarning. 
XVI (earlier tpremunition). -F. premonicion 
or late L. pr:mnonitio(n-), f. L. pra:monere, 
whence premo·nish forewarn xvr; after 
MONISH, ADMONISH; see -ITJON. (In medL. 
pr:Emonere was confused with pr<emunire; 
see PRJEMUNIRE.) premo·nitORY2

• XVII. 

prentice pre·ntis. Aphetic of APPRENTICE. 
XIII (Cursor M.). 

preo·ccupy occupy or engage in advance. 
xvr; after L. prmoccupiire seize beforehand, 
F. preoccuper. preo=ccuPA"TION, xvr.- F. or 
L. 

prep prep (colloq.) short for preparation, 
preparatory. xrx. 

prepare pripca·~ make ready. xv. -F. 
preparer or L. pr:Epartire, f. prm PRE-+ 
partire make ready (cf. PARE, PARENT). So 
preparATION preparei·fan. xrv (Gower). 
- (O)F.- L. preparatoRY pripre·rat;:,ri. xv. 
-late L. 

prepense pripe·ns (in malice p.) premedi
tated. XVIII. For earlier tprepensed (xvr), 
of which the orig. form was tpurpensed (xv) 
-AN., OF. purpense, pp. of purpenser pre
meditate, f. pur-, pour- PRo-1+penser think 
(see PENSIVE). 

preponderate prip;>·nd<Jreit weigh more 
or heavier. XVII (Cockeram). f. pp. stem 
of L. prmpondertire, f. prm PRE-+ponder-, 
pondus weight; see POISE, -ATE 3• So pre
po·nderANCE XVII (Grew), -ANCY (Sir T. 
Browne). 

preposition prepgzi·fgn (gram.) part of 
speech forming adverb-equivalents with 
nouns and pronouns. xrv ('Vycl. Bible, 
Prologue). - L. pr:Epositio(n-) putting be
fore, (tr. Gr. rrp60ea<>) preposition, f. pr:£
p6nere; see PRE-, POSITION. Cf. F. preposition 
(xv). 

prepossess pripaze·s tpossess beforehand ; 
cause to be preoccupied; cause to have an 
opinion beforehand, esp. impress favour
ably. XVII. f, PRE-+POSSESS, prob, after 
medL. or modL. prepossidere. Hence pre
POSSE·SSION. XVII. 

preposterous prip;>·st;:,ras inverted in 
position; contrary to nature or reason. 
XVI. f. L. pr:Eposterus 'before-behind', 
reversed, out of order or season, f. pne-1-
posterus; see PRE-, POSTERIOR, -ous. 



PREPUCE 

prepuce pri·pjus foreskin. XIV (also tpre
pucy XIV-XV). - L. prreputium (perh. f. prre 
PRE-+an obscure el.), whence F. prepuce. 

prerogative prira·gativ prior or peculiar 
privilege. XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. prerogative 
or L. prrerogiitiva tribe or century to which 
it fell by lot to vote first in the comitia, pre
vious choice, prognostic, privilege, sb. use 
(orig. sc. tribus or centuria) of prrerogiitivus, 
f. prrerogiire ask first, f. pr;e- + rogtire ask ; 
see PRE-, ROGATION, -ATIVE. 

presage pre·sid3 (formerly str. presa·ge) 
prognostic, omen XIV (Gower; not current 
till XVI) ; presentiment, foreboding XVI (Sh.). 
Chiefly- F. presage, but in Gower imrned. -
its source, L. pr;esiigium, f. pr;esiigire fore
bode, f. p1·;e PRE- + siigire perceive keenly 
(cf. SAGACIOUS, SEEK). So pre·sage vb. XVI. 
-F. presager or L. 

presbyopia prezbiou·pia (path.) failure of 
eyesight characteristic of old age. XVIII. 
- modL., f. Gr. presbus old man+ops EYE+ 
-IA1• 

presbyter pre·zbita.I elder in the early 
Christian church; Christian minister of the 
second order XVI (Hooker); tpresbyterian 
XVII. - ecc!L. presbyter (Tertullian) - Gr. 
presbt'tteros in N.T. 'elder' of the Jewish 
sanhedrim, 'elder' of the apostolic church, 
sb. use of compar. (older, elder, senior) of 
presbus old (chiefly sb. old man). Cf. PRIEST. 
presby·terATE1 office of presbyter, body of 
presbyters. XVII. - ecc!L. presbyteriitus. So 
presbyteriAN -i;,·rian pert. to government 
by presbyters or elders; also sb. XVII. f. 
ecc!L. presbyterium. pre·sbytery part of 
a church reserved for the clergy, sanctuary 
xv; body of presbyters or elders; presby
terianism XVI; (after F. presbytere) priest's 
house XIX. - 0 F. presbiterie - ecc!L. presby
terium- Gr. presbuterion ; see -Y4 • 

prescience pre· Jians foreknowledge. xrv 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. prescience 
- ecc!L. prrescientia, f. prrescient-, -ens 
(whence pre·sciENT XVII, Bacon), prp. of 
prrescire, f. prre PRE- + scire know (see 
SCIENCE). 

prescribe priskrai·b t hold by prescrip
tion xv; lay down as an injunction; order 
the use of (a medicine, etc.) XVI. - L. 
pr;escrfbere, f. pr;e PRE-+scrfbere write (see 
SCRIPT). So prescri·pTION (title acquired 
by) uninterrupted use from time imme
morial XIV (Wycl.); limitation of time xv; 
physician's prescribing of medicine XVI. 
- (O)F. - L. prrescriptiii(n-). prescri·ptrVE. 
XVIII. - late L. 

presence pre·zans fact of being present; 
tassembly, company XIV; carriage or aspect 
XVI. - (O)F. presence- L. prresentia, f. 
prresent-, -ens (whence pre·sent adj. through 
(O)F., XIII Cursor M.), f. pr:e PRE-+-sens, 

PRESS 

prp. of sum I am. So pre·sent sb. tpresence ; 
thing presented XIII (AncrR.). -OF. present 
= Pr. presenz, Sp., It. presente offering, gift; 
orig. t in present in or into the presence (of), 
hence, as a gift. present vb. prize·nt make 
present XIII; make anofferingofxiV.- (O)F. 
- L. prresentiire, f. pr<esent-; see -ENCE, -ENT. 
presentA·TION. XIV (Maund., Wyclif). 
- (O)F. -late L. pre·sentLY2 tso as to be 
present XIV (Wyclif); (dial.) at present, now 
XV (Lydg., Caxton); soon XVI; orig. after 
medL. prresentiiiliter. 

presentiment prize·ntimant mental im
pression of a future event. XVIII. -F. 
tpresentiment (mod. press-), f. pre- PRE- + 
sentiment feeling, SENTIMENT. 

preserve priz5·.Iv keep safe XIV (Barbour); 
keep alive; keep from physical change XVI ; 
keep (game) for private use XVII. - (O)F. 
preserver -late L. pr;eserviire, f. prre PRE-+ 
serviire keep, protect, rei. formerly to servus 
SERF). Hence prese·rve sb. tpreservative; 
confectionery preparation XVI ; wood or 
water preserved XIX. So preservA·TION. 
XV, - (O)F.- medL. prese·rvATIVE. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. or medL. 

preside prizai·d occupy the seat of authority. 
XVII. -F. presider- L. pr<esidere, f. pr;e 
PRE-+sedere SIT. So presidENT pre·zidant 
governor, appointed head. XIV (Ch., Tre
visa).- (O)F. president-L.prresident-, -ens, 
sb. use of prp. of prresidere. pre·sidENCY. 
XVI. - Sp., Pg. presidencia, It. presidenza 
- medL. prresidentia. 

presidiumprisi·diampresiding body; stand
ing committee in communistic bodies. xx. 
Russ. prezidium- L. prresidium, f. prresidere. 

press1 pres A. crowd, throng xm; B. in
strument used to compress XIV (PPl.); 
machine for imposing the impression of 
type on paper, etc. ; place for printing XVI; 
matter printed (letter-p.) xvm. C. large 
cupboard XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. presse (corr. 
to Pr. presa, Sp. prensa, It. pressa), f. presser 
= It. pressare- L. pressiire, f. press-, pp. 
stem of premere press. So press vb. bear 
down upon or against with force; crowd, 
push forward XIV; urge XVI. - (O)F. presser 
- L. pressuRE pre· fa.I weight of pain, 
grief, etc. XIV (Wycl. Bible); action of 
moral or mental force ; action of pressing 
xvn. - L.pressura, f. press-; cf. OF.pressure. 

press• pres force (a man) into the navy or 
army, impress. xvr. alt., under the inft. 
of PREss1 of tprest (xvi), f. tprest sb. loan, 
impost payment in advance, earnest-money 
paid to a recruit on enlistment xv, enlist
ment XVI. - OF. prest loan, advance pay for 
soldiers (mod. pret), f. prestm·(preter) afford, 
lend = Pr., Sp. prestar, It. prestare :- L. 
pr;estiire furnish, medL. lend, rei. to prresto 
at hand, within reach. Hence press (hist.) 
impressing of men for service XVI (rep!. 
earlier tprest); whence p.-gang xvu, p.
money XVI (earlier tprest-money). 



PRESTIGE 

prestige presti·3 tillusion, conjuring trick 
XVII ; brilliance or glamour derived from 
past success, etc. XIX. -F. prestige- L. 
prmstigium illusion, more usu. pr:estigire 
fern. pl. juggler's tricks, for *prmstrigire, f. 
prmstringere bind fast, blind, dazzle (the 
eyes), f. prm PRE-+stringere bind, press (see 
STRICT, STRINGENT). 

presto pre·stou (conjurer's word) quickly, 
at once. XVI. - It. presto, adv. use of adj. = 
OF. prest (mod. pret), Pr. prest, Sp. presto 
:-Rom. late L. prmstus ready, quick, for 
earlier prmsto at hand. (j[ As a musical 
direction presto, with its super!. prestissimo, 
is an independent adoption (XVII), and short 
for tempo presto quick time. 

presume prizjii·m take upon oneself XIV 
(Barbour, Wycl.); take for granted XIV (PPI., 
Ch.). - (O)F. presumer- L. pra-siimere anti
cipate, (later) assume, venture, f. prm PRE-+ 
siimere take (cf. ASSUME, etc.). So pre
sumptiON prizA·mPJ;m. XIII (AncrR., 
Cursor M.). - (O)F.- L. presu•mptiVE. 
XVI. - F. presomptif- late L. presu·mp
tt:ous. XIV. - (O)F. -late L. 

pretend prite·nd t(refl.) put oneself forward 
XIV (Wyclif); profess falsely, feign xv. - F. 
pretendre or - L. prmtendere stretch forth, 
put forward, allege, claim, f. prm PRE-+ 
tendere stretch, TEND 2 • So pretence, U.S. 
pretense prite·ns claim xv; purpose, esp. 
false or alleged XVI. -AN. pretense- medL. 
•prcetensa. prete·ndER1• XVI. prete·nsiON 
assertion of claim. xvrr. - medL. prmten
sio(n-), also -tio(n-), f. prmtendere. 

preter-, prR:ter- pri·ta.r prefix repr. L. 
adv.-prep. prceter past, by, beyond, more 
than, besides, compar. formation on pne 
PRE-: e.g. pretermi·t leave out, neglect XVI; 
leave off XIX. - L. (cf. MISSION). preter
NA'TURAL beyond the range of nature. xvr. 
- medL. pre:terPLUPE'RFECT pluperfect 
(tgram., and gen.). XVI. -late L. in prm
teritum plusquamperfectum 'more than per
fect past' (Priscian). 

preterite, U.S. -it pre·tarit past; spec. 
(gram.) after L. prreteritum tempus past tense 
(Quintilian). XIV (Ch.; thereafter not before 
XVI). - (O)F. preterit or L. prreteritus gone 
by, pp. of prreterire, f. prmter PRETER--1-ire 
go (cf. ambit, exit, transit). 

pretext pri·tekst ostensible reason. XVI 
(More). - L. prretextus outward display, 
f. pra!text-, pp. stem of prretexere weave in 
front, border, disguise, f. prre PRE--1-texere 
weave (see TEXTILE). 

pretorian prit5.,·rian see PRA<:TOR. 

pretty pri-ti, pru·ti tcrafty, wily OE. (only); 
tclever; ingenious; fine, 'brave' XIV; beauti
ful in a slight or dainty manner; consider
able in quantity xv. OE. prrettig, corr. to 
MLG. prattich capricious, overbearing, 
MDu. (ghe)pertich brisk, dever, roguish, 
Du. tprettig sportive, humorous; f. WGerm. 
•pratt- trick (whence OE. prret, surviving 

PRICE 

in Sc. prat perh. through LG. infl., MDu. 
parte, perte, Du. part, pret, ON. prettr), of 
unkn. origin; see -Y1

• (j[ The sense
development is paralleled in some of its 
features by canny, clever, cunning, fine, nice. 

prevail privei-1 tbecome strong XIV (Tre
visa); be superior, gain the ascendant xv; 
predominate XVII. Late ME. prevayle- L. 
prrevalere have greater power (see PRE-), 
with assim. to AVAIL. So prevalENT pre·va
lant thaving great power XVI; tpredomi
nant; in most extended use XVII. - L. 
prrevalent-, -ens, prp. of prrevali!re. 

prevaricate privre·rikeit tswerve from the 
right course XVI; act or speak evasively XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. prrevarictirf go crookedly, 
deviate from the right path, (of an advocate) 
practise collusion, (Vulg.) transgress, f. pr;e 
PRE· + varicare spread the legs apart, 
straddle, f. varus knock-kneed; see -ATE3• 

So prevariCA'TION tdeviation from recti
tude XIV (Wycl. Bible); tcorrupt action 
XVI; evasive dealing XVII. - L.; so (O)F. 

prevenient privi·niant preceding, spec. 
theol. of grace. XVII. - L. prrevenient-, -ens, 
prp. of prrevenfre; see next and -ENT. 

prevent prive·nt tact in anticipation of XV; 
anticipate with guidance; forestall by pre
vious measures, hinder. XVI. f. prmvent-, 
pp. stem of L. prrevenfre precede, anticipate, 
hinder, f. prm PRE--I- venire COME. So pre
ve·ntiON. xvr. - (O)F. or late L. preve·n
tiVE tanticipatory XVII (Milton) ; acting as 
an obstacle XVII; also preve·ntATIVE. XVII. 

previous pri·vias coming or going before 
xvn; coming too soon (orig. U.S.) XIX. f. 
L. prrevius, f. pr:e PRE--1-via way (cf. DE
VIOUS, OBVIOUS, TRIVIAL). 

prey prei that which is taken by violence; 
animal hunted or killed XIII; fig. victim XIV. 
ME. praie, preie- OF. preie (mod. proie)= 
Pr. preza, OSp. prea, It. preda, Rum. pradd 
:- L. prmda booty, prob. :- *prailzeda, f. 
prai, pr:e PRE--I- *hed-, base of prrellzendere; 
cf. PREDATORY, PREHENSILE. So prey vb. 
XIII. -OF. preier, preer :-late L.prredare, 
for earlier prredarf, f. prreda. 

priapism prai·apizm persistent erection of 
the penis XVII; licentiousness XVIII. -F. 
priapisme- late L. pritipismus - Gr. pritipis
m6s (Galen), f. priapizein act Priapus, be 
lewd, f. Priapos Greek and Roman god of 
procreation. 

price prais A. money, etc. paid for some
thing; t B. value, worth; tC. honour, praise; 
tD. pre-eminence, superiority; tE. reward, 
prize xm. ME. pris, later priis, prijs, and 
(with fmal -e added to denote length of i) 
prise, and finally price, with -ce as in BODICE, 
etc. - OF. pris (mod. prix) = Pr. pretz, Sp. 
precio, It. prezzo, Rum, pref :- L. pretium 
price, value, wages, reward. See PRAISE, 
PRIZE, which superseded this word in some 
of its meanings; but prize was rep!. by price 
vb. assign a price to xv. 



PRICK 

prick prik puncture, point, dot OE.; 
pointed object XIII (Cursor M.); act of 
pricking XIV. OE. prica, also pricca, price = 
MLG. pricke (LG., Du. prik). So prick vb. 
pierce OE. ; urge on XIII ; mark with dots 
XIV; raise, erect XVI. OE.prician = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. prikken; cf. OE. iipriccan (WGerm. 
*prikkjan), whence ME., dia!.pritch. Words 
primarily of the LG. area (OS. prekunga 
corr. to OE. sb. pricung), the Scand. forms 
(Ice!. prik, prika, etc.) being adopted thence; 
of unlm. origin. comp. p.-song written 
vocal music, as being denoted by 'pricks' 
on paper XVI; earlier pricked song xv. 
'lf W. pric stick, brooch, Ir. prioca sting, 
are from Eng. 

pricket pri·kit A. spike on which to stick 
a candle, candle itself XIV; B. buck in its 
second year, having straight unbranched 
horns xv. - AL. prikettus, -um, dim. f. 
PRICK; see -ET. 

prickle pri·kl tgoad OE.; sharp-pointed 
excrescence of the epidermis. xv. OE. 
price[, later form of pricels, f. base of 
PRICK (see -LE1); corr. to MLG., MDu. 
prickel, prekel (Du. prikkel), whence G. 
prickel. Hence pri·cklv1. XVI. 

pride praid high opinion of oneself OE.; 
consciousness of what is fitting to oneself; 
(arch.) magnificence, pomp XIII (La3.); the 
prime or flower xv. Late OE. pryde, secon
dary form (prob. after prild PROUD or ON. 
pryiJi) of prjite, prjitu, abstr. sb. f. priid, pre
sumably on the model of such pairs as hliid 
loud/ hljid sound, noise, fill foul/ fjil]J filth. 
Hence pride vb. the proud; show oneself 
proud. XII!. 

priedieu pridjo· prayer-desk. XVIII (Wal
pole). F., f. prier PRAY+Dieu God, DEITY. 

priest prist clergyman in the second of the 
holy orders ; (sacrificing) minister of religion. 
OE. preost (with unexpl. eo), corr. to OHG. 
priast, prest, ON. prestr (perh. from OE. or 
OLG.); shortening of the form repr. by 
OFris. prestere, OS., OHG. prester (MDu., 
Du., MHG., G. priester)- ecclL. presbyter 
PRESBYTER, through pop. *prester (whence 
OF. prestre, F. pretre, Sp. preste, It. prete), 
repr. in Eng. Prester John XIV(- OF. prestre 
Jehan; cf. medL. presbyter Johannes, It. 
prete Gianni), title of an alleged Christian 
priest and king of the East. Hence prie·st
ESS1. XVII; earlier tPriestress (xv, XVII) 
- (O)F. prie·stHOOD. OE. 

prig prig ttinker XVI; (sl.) thief; tdandy, 
coxcomb; tas vague pejorative; tprecisian, 
puritan, nonconformist minister XVII ; one 
who affects an offensive propriety XVIII 
(Smollett, Gray, Johnson). rei. to prig vb. 
steal, haggle XVI; (Sc.) beg XVIII; orig. words 
of rogues' or thieves' cant (Awdelay, Har
man) ; of unkn. origin. '11 It is doubtful 
whether all the applications belong to one 
and the same word. 

PRIME 

prim prim affectedly precise or formal. 
XVIII. rei. to prim sb. and vb., of similar 
meaning (xvii) and prob. to tPrim sb. pretty 
young woman (xvi); perh. all originating in 
cant or sl. use and ult.- OF. prin, fem. 
prime = Pr. prim excellent, fine, delicate 
:- L. primu-s PRIME2 (whence also modF. 
tprime fine, delicate). 

prima donna prai·mo (pri·mo) do·no prin
cipal female performer in an opera. xvm. 
It., 'first lady'; see PRIME2, DAME. 

prima facie prai·mo fei·Jii at first sight. 
xv (Lydg.). L. prima facie, i.e. abl. of fern. 
of primus first, PRIME 2, and of facies FACE. 
'11 Ch. and Lydg. have at prime face. 

primage prai·mid3 allowance for the load
ing of a cargo. XVI. - AL. primiigium, f. 
primus first, PRIME 2 ; cf. synon. tprimegilt 
(XVI-XVII)- MLG. primgelt, and medL. 
primiitor stevedore ; see -AGE. 

primal prai·mal primitive XVII (Sh.); prin
cipal XIX (Byron, Wordsworth). - medL. 
primiilis, f. primus PRIME2

; see -AL'. 

primary prai·mari earliest, original xv; of 
the first rank XVI ; of the first order or stage 
XVII ; in many techn. uses, as p. colours, 
thumours, planets XVII. - L. primiirius chief, 
principal, f. primus PRIME2 ; see -ARY. 

primate prai·mat chief bishop of a pro
vince. XIII (La3.). ME. primat, later -ate 
- (O)F. primat- late L. primat-, -as, sb. use 
of L. primiis (Apuleius) of the first rank, 
chief, f. primus first, PRIME2• So primatiAL 
praimei·Jal. XVII. -F. primatial, f. medL. 
primiitia (for earlier primiitus), whence, partly 
through (O)F. primatie, pri·mACY. XIV, 

primates praimei'tiz, (now anglicized) 
prai·meits (zoo!.) highest order of mamma
lia. xvm (sg. primas, Goldsmith). - modL. 
use (Linnreus) of pl. of primiis; see prec. 

prime1 praim earliest of the day hours of 
the Western Church OE.; (arch.) first hour 
of the day XIII; golden number XIV (R. Man
nyng) ; beginning, earliest time XIV; choicest 
or finest part, time, etc. XVI. OE. prim - L. 
prima, sc. hora first (hour), reinforced from 
(O)F. prime, from which or independently 
from L. the non-eccl. senses were derived; 
see next. 'lf Cf. TERCE, SEXT, NONE. 

prime2 praim tfirst in order of time XIV; 
(arith.) having no integral factors but itself 
and one xvr (Billingsley); of first rank, im
portance, or quality XVII (Sh. ; p. minister 
PREMIER XVII). - (O)F. prime (now only in 
some phr.) - L. primus first, f. *pr'i-, rei. to 
prre PRE-, prii PRO-\ PR0-2• Hence prime 
sb. prime number XVI ; and in other techn. 
uses, partly after F. prime; cf. prec. 

prime• praim fill, charge, load. XVI 
(Douglas). Connected with PRIMAGE, Sc. 
tprimegilt, but the basic meaning is not 
clear. 
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PRIME 

prime• praim cover with a first coat of 
paint. XVII. perh. f. PRIME2 after synon. F. 
imprimer (- L. imprimere IMPRESS). 

primer pri·m;}.I, prai·m;}.I prayer-book for 
the laity XIV (PPI.); first reading-book, orig. 
containing elements of religious instruction 
XIV (Ch.); size of type (cf, BREVIER) XVI; 
elementary text-book XIX. -AN. primer 
- medL.prinuirius (sc.liber book),primtirium 
(sc. manuale), sb. uses of m. and n. of L. 
primtirius PRIMARY. 

primero prime;}·rou gambling card-game. 
xvr. alt. (cf. -ADO) of Sp. primera (whence 
It. primiera), fern. of primero first:- L. 
primtirius PRIMARY. fJl Associated or identi
fied with tprima vista 'first sight' and tprime 
(xvr), which seem to have been applied orig. 
to a sequence of the best cards. 

primeval, -reval praimi·v(;})l pert. to the 
first ages of the world. XVII. f. L. primwvus, 
f. primHs first, PRIME 2 +mvum AGE; see -AL1• 

primitive pri·mitiv pert. to early times, 
original. XIV. - (O)F. primitij, -ive, or L. 
primitivus first or earliest of its kind, f. 
primitus in the first place, f. primus PRIME2 ; 

see -IVE. 

primogeniture praimoud3e·nitJu;}.I condi
tion of being first-born, right or custom 
depending upon this. XVII (Bacon). - medL. 
primogenitura, f. L. prima adv. of primus first 
+genitura birth (after primogenitus first
born); see PRIME 2

, GENITIVE. 

primordial praim5·.rdi;}l pert. to the begin
ning. xrv (Trevisa). -late L. primordia/is, 
f. primordium, sb. use of n. of primordius 
original, f. primus PRIME 2 + base of ordiri 
begin; see -IAL. 

primrose pri·mrouz plant Primula veris. 
xv. Late l\11E. primerose, corr. to OF. prime
rose (now, hollyhock), medL.primarosa 'first' 
or 'earliest rose' ; the reason for the name is 
not known. (j[ Superseded tPrimerole (XIV), 
dim. formation, perh. more widely used. 

primula pri·mjul;} name of a genus used by 
Linmeus. XVIII. medL. primula, fern. (sc. 
planta plant) of dim. (see -ULE) of primus 
first, PRIME 2 ; orig. in primula veris 'little 
firstling of spring', applied to the cowslip 
and the field daisy. 

primum mobile prai·m;}m mou·bili sup
posed outermost sphere added to the Ptole
maic system, carrying with it other spheres 
in its revolution. xv. medL. 'first moving 
thing', n. of L. primus PRIME 2 and mobilis 
MOBILE; tr. Arab. al-muharrik al-awt!.!al 'the 
first mover' (Avicenna).' 

primus prai·m;}s presiding bishop in the 
Scottish Episcopal Church. XIX. - L. primus 
PRIME 2

• 

prince prins sovereign ruler; chief; ruler 
of a small state XIII (AncrR., RGlouc., 
Cursor M.); male member of a royal family 
XIV. - (O)F. prince, corr. to Pr. prince, Sp., 
It. principe- L. principem, nom. princeps 

PRISON 

chief, leader, sovereign, f. primus PRIME 2+ 
-cip-, comb. form of stem of capere take (see 
HEAVE). 

principal pri·nsip(;})l chief XIII; constitut
ing the primary or original sum XIV; (gram.) 
XVI ; sb. chief, head, superior; original sum 
xrv; chief actor XVI. - (O)F. principal- L. 
principii/is first, chief, original, f. princip-, 
princeps PRINCE; see -AL1• So principALITY 
-re·liti principal ship; territory of a prince. 
xrv. -OF. principalite (mod. principalite 
headship of a college); varying in ME. with 
principalte- OF. principalte (mod. princi
paute princedom) -late L. principtilitiis. 
pri·ncipATE1 • XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

principia prinsi·pi;} first principles (of a 
subject). XVII. pl. of L. principium begin
ning, f. princip-, princeps chief (cf. PRINCE). 

principle pri·nsipl torigin, source; funda
mental source, quality, truth, etc. XIV 
(\Vyclif, Ch., Trevisa); general law or rule 
XVI (of nature XIX); (elementary) constituent 
XVII. -AN. *principle, var. of (O)F. principe 
- L. principium beginning, source, (pl.) 
foundations, elements, f. princip-, princeps 
first in place or time (see PRINCE). fJJ For 
parasitic l cf. manciple, participle. 

print print impression, impress XIII (Cursor 
M.); (typographical uses) xv. ME. prient(e), 
preint(e), preent(e), prent(e) (still mod. Sc.), 
later print( e)- OF. priente, preinte, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of preindre, older priembre = 
Pr., OSp. P,remer, It. premere :- L. premere 
PRESS1 ; cf. (M)LG., CVI)Du. prent. Hence 
print vb. impress, stamp XIV; (in typo
graphical uses) XVI (earlier enprynte, Caxton; 
seeiMPRINT). Hencepri·ntER1• xvi(prenter). 

prior1 prai·;}.r officer of an abbey next below 
the abbot; head of offshoot of an abbey. XI. 
Late OE. prior, reinforced in ME. by OF. 
priur, priour (mod. p.rieur)- L. prior (-or-), 
sb. use of prior former, elder, superior, 
compar. (:- *prijos) f. OL. pri (prm PRE-) 
before. So pri·orESs1• XIII. -OF. prioresse 
~ medL. priorissa. pri·orY3 • XIII. -AN. 
priorie, medL. prioria. 

prior2 prai·;}.r earlier, anterior; also advb. 
XVIII. - L. prior; see prec. So prioriTY 
prai;niti. XIV (Usk). - (O)F.- medL. 

prism prizm (geom.) solid figure of which 
the two ends are similar, equal, and parallel 
rectilinear figures and the sides parallelo
grams XVI (Billingsley); (optics) transparent 
body of this form XVI!. - medL. prisma 
CVIartianus Capella) - Gr. pY!sma, -mat
(Euclid), lit. thing sawn, f. prizein saw vb. 
(cf. pri8n, priein). So prismATIC -re·tik. 
xvm (Pope). - F. or modL. 

prison prizn imprisonment, place of this. 
XII. - OF.prisun, (mod.) prison= Pr.prez6, 
Sp. prision, It. prigione :- L. prerzsionem, for 
prwhensio(n-), n. of action f. prrehendere, f. 
prre PRE-I *hend-, var. of *hed- (cf. PREY, 
GET). So prisonER 2 pri·zn~.r. XIII; super
seded earlier prison so used, as in OF., Sp., 
It., and medL. 



PRISTINE 

pristine pri·stain pert. to the earliest period. 
XV. - L. pristinus, f. base of priscus early, 
p1·imus PRIME 2, with suffix as in criistinus of 
yesterday, diiitinus long-lasting; see -INE1• 

prithee pri·oi (arch.) formula of request. 
xvr. Earlier pray the, preythe, clipped form 
of I pray thee. 

private prai·vit tapplied by Wyclif to the 
friars; not open to the public XIV (Trevisa); 
not holding a public position xv. - L. privii
tus withdrawn from public life, peculiar to 
oneself, sb. man in private life, prop. pp. of 
priviire bereave, deprive, f. privus single, 
individual, private, :- *preiuos (of Cltalic 
range); see -ATE 2• !Ience privAcY pri·vasi, 
prai·v<Jsi. xv (rare before xvr). privateer 
praiviti;;,· .r vessel owned and officered by 
private persons holding letters of marque, 
commander of this. XVII ; after volunteer ; 
earlier called private man of war. priva
tion praivei·J;m depriving, being deprived 
XIV (Rolle, Trevisa). - L. privatio(n-), f. 
privtire. privatiVE pri·v<Jtiv. XVI (Hooker, 
Bacon). -F. or L. 

privet pri·vit evergreen shrub Ligustrum 
vulgare. XVI (Elyot, Turner, also privie, 
dial. privy). Obscurely rei. to contemp. 
synon. primprint (Turner, Lyte), abbrev. 
(dial.) prim, primp; of unkn. origin. 

privilege pri·vilid3 private or particular 
right. XII. Early ME. privilegie, privilege 
-AN. *pn"vilegie, (O)F. privilege- L. privi
legiumlegal provision affecting an individual, 
prerogative, f. privus PRIVATE-t-Ug-, lex law 
(see LEGAL). So vb. - (O)F. privilegier 
- medL. privilegitire. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). 
So privy pri·vi tprivatc; hidden, secret 
XIII; participating in knowledge (of) XIV; 
sb. tintimate XIII; private place of easement 
xrv (Barbour); (leg.) partakerxv. ME.prive, 
privey, privy- (O)F. prive (as sb. in OF. 
familiar friend, private place) :- L. privtitu-s 
PRIVATE. See -Y5

• So pri·vrTY tsecret 
thing; tprivacy XIII; (chiefly pl.) private 
parts XIV; private knowledge XVI. - OF. 
privete, -ite. ~ The sense 'place of ease
ment' is found in medL. priveta, -ata, OF. 
priveit, MHG. privet(e), privtit(e). 

prize1 praiz tbooty XIV (Ch., Gower); ship, 
etc. captured at sea XVI. - (O)F. prise cap
ture (of a ship), booty, captured vessel or 
cargo = Pr., Sp., It. presa :-Rom. *presa, 
•prensa, sb. use of fern. pp. of *prendere 
:- L. prmhendere seize (see PREY); became 
identified finally with PRIZE 3 • 

prize 2 praiz testimate xv; esteem highly 
xrv. Late ME. prise (earlier Sc. priss)- pris-, 
tonic stem of OF. preisier PRAISE. 

prize3 praiz reward for superiority in a 
contest. XVI. Differentiated sp. of pris(e), 
PRICE. 

prize4 praiz lever up. XVII. f. (dial.) prize 
(x~v) levering instrument - OF. prise grasp, 
ae1zure, PRIZE1• See PRY2• 

PROBATE 

pro1 prou argument or person in favour of 
a proposal c. 1400; now only in pro and con 
prou:mdk<J·n (reasons) for and against XVI, 
earlier pro and or et contra xv (Lydg., Cax
ton). L. pro for, on behalf of, to be grouped 
with PER, prm PRE-, pri- as in prior, primus 
PRIME2 j see PRO-', PR0- 2• 

pro• prou short for comps. of PRO-', as 
professional, proproctor. XIX. 

pros prou L. prep. pro before, in front of, 
for, on behalf of, instead of, on account of 
(see PR01), in several phrases domiciled since 
xv (pro tempore temporarily) and esp. XVI 
(pro forma as a matter of form, pro rata 
according to a RATE, proportionally). 

pro-1 prou, pro repr. comb. form of L. 
adv.-prep. pro (see PR01) having a var. 
prod- as in prodigal, pronounced with <> in 
procurator, promise, prosecute, prostitute, 
proverb; with obscured vowel in proceed, 
procure, produce, pmfane, profound, promote, 
protect; as a living prefix chiefly in the senses 
(I) 'for', 'instead of', 'in place of', as pro
cathedral; 'acting as a deputy', in imitation 
of, as proconsul; (z) 'on the side of', 'favour
ing' ,as in pro-Boer, pro-German, pro-war. For 
its reflex in F. pour-, pur-, see POURPARLER, 
POURPOINT, PURLIEU, PURLOIN, PURPORT, 
PURPOSE, PURVEY. 

pro-2 prou, pr<l repr. comb. form of Gr. 
pro before (of time, position, priority), as in 
problem, proboscis, programme, prologue, 
prophet,prostate,protasis; in recent scientific 
terms denoting (I) 'earlier', 'primitive'; 
pro·chronrsM, referring something to a too 
early date XVII; propredeutic proupidju·tik 
pert. to preliminary instruction (Gr. pro
paideuein teach beforehand); (2) 'anterior' 
(of position), 'front', ns proCEPHA"LlC pert. 
to the fore-part of the head. prognathous 
pm·gnapas having projecting jaws (Gr. 
gndthos jaw). 

proa prou·a Malay boat. xvr. Early vars. 
parao, paroo, prau, prow- Malay p(a)rii(h)ii. 

probable pr<J·b::~bl tsuch as to commend 
itself XIV (Trevisa); tdemonstrable xv; 
having an appearance of truth XVII (Sh.). 
- (O)F. probable- L. probiibilis provable, 
credible, f. probiire j see PROBE, PROVE, ABLE. 
So probabiliorisM -bi·liorizm, -IST xvm; 
probabilisM pr:>·b::~bilizm, -IST xvu; de
signating tenets based on a greater or less 
degree of probability. 

probang prou·b::el) (surg.) strip of whale
bone with sponge, button, etc. for intro
ducing into the throat. XVII. orig. provang, 
so named by the inventor, W. Rumsey; of 
unkn. origin (but cf. tprovet probe- F. 
eprouvette) j alt. pro b. after PROBE. 

probate prou·b::~t, -beit official proving of a 
will. xv. - L. probiitum thing proved, sb. 
use of n.pp. of probiire PROVE; see -ATE1• So 
probA·TioN testing; proving xv. - (O)F. 
probation or L. probiitio(n-), f. probtire; 
hence proba·tionER2

• XVII. 
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PROBE 

probe proub blunt instrument for exploring 
wounds, etc. XVI. -late L. proba proof, 
medL. examination, f. probare; hence probe 
vb. xvn. 

probity pro·blti, prou·blti moral integrity. 
xvr. - F. probitt! or L. probitas, f. probus 
good, honest :- *probhos, p<>rh. orig. 'grow
ing well' (as crops), f. priJ forward (cf. 
PR0-1 ) + *bhWo- *blzzt BE ( cf. SUjlerbus 
SUPERB) i see -ITY. 

problem pm·blam tdifficult question, 
enigma XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); question 
proposed for discussion; matter of in
quiry; (geom.) proposition in which some
thing is required to be done (Billingsley) 
xvr. - (O)F. probleme or L. problema- Gr. 
pr6blhna, f. probdllein put forth, f. pro 
PR0- 2 + bdl!ein throw (cf. BALLISTA, EM
BLEM). So problemA"T!C XVII, -A"TIC"AL 
XVI. - F. or late L. - Gr. 

proboscis proubo·sis, pro- elephant's 
trunk; elongated (tubular) part of insect's 
mouth. XVII. - L. proboscis (Pliny) - Gr. 
proboskis lit. 'means of providing food', f. 
pro PRo-"+boskein cause to feed. 

proceed prosi·d go forward, come forth. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch., Gower). Late :ME. 
procede- (O)F. proct!der- L. procedere, f. 
pro PR0-1 -+-cedere go; see CEDE. So pro
ce·duRE. XVII. - (O)F., f. the vb. 

proceleusmatic prou:seljiismre·tik animat
ing; (pros.) consistingoffourshort syllables. 
XVIII. -late L. proceleusmaticus- Gr. pro
keleusmatik6s, f. prokt!leusma (-mat-), f. 
prokeletiein incite, f. pro PRo- 2 +keletiein bid, 
command; see -ATIC. 

process prou·ses fact of going on or being 
carried on XIV (R. Mannyng, Rolle); pro
ceedings at law XIV; outgrowth XVI; con
tinuous operation XVII. !VIE. proces- (O)F. 
proces- L.processus, f. pp. stem ofprocedere; 
orig. str. proce·ss, as still by Milton; but 
pm·cess is as early as Ch. Hence pro·cess 
vb.1 A. (orig. Sc.) institute a process against 
XVI ; B. treat by a special process XIX. In A 
-OF. processer, f. prod:s; in B f. the sb. So 
procesSION prase· Jan formal or ceremonial 
act of going in orderly succession XII ; 
emanation (chiefly theol.) XIV. - (O)F. pro
cessiotl- L. processio(n-) advance, (later) 
religious procession, f. process-, pp. stem of 
procedere. Hence proce·ss vb. 2 go in pro
cession XIX; for the back-formation cf. 
progress vb. 

proclaim proklei·m make public announce
ment of. XIV (Gower). Late ME. proclame 
- L. proclamare cry out, f. pro PRo-1 + 
clamare; see CLAIM, to the sp. of which this 
word was assim. So proclamA"TION pro
kl;:Jm- xv. - (O)F. - L. 

PROCURE 

word and having no accent of its own. XIX. 
- moc,IL: procliticus (Hermann, r8or), f. Gr. 
prokl!nem lean forward, after late L. encltticus 
ENCLITIC. 

proclivity prokli·viti inclination of mind 
or character. xvr. - L. procli·vitas, f. pro
cli•·is inclined (whence fproclive xvr), f. 
pro PRo- 1 -+-clh·us slope (see DECLIVITY). 

proconsul prouk;:>·nsal governor of an 
ancient Roman province XIV (Wycl. Bible); 
(after F. of the Revolution period) governor 
of a modern colony, etc. XIX (Scott). - L. 
proconsul, for pro consule (one acting) for the 
consul; see PR0-1 (I) and COKSUL. So pro
co·nsulAR. XVII. - L. proconsularis. Simi
larly propRJE·ToR. xvr. - L., for pro pra-:tore. 

procrastinate proukrre·stineit put off to 
another time. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. pro
crastinare, f. pro- PRo-1+ crastinus belonging 
to tomorrow, f. eras tomorrow (for the suffix 
cf. jJYistine); see -ATE 3 • 

procreate prou·krieit beget, engender. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. procreare, f. pro PRo-1 + 
creare CREATE, after tProcreate pp. (xv) and 
(O)F. procreer; see -ATE 3• So procreA·TION. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

Procrustean proukrA·sti;m tending to pro
duce uniformity by violent methods. xrx. 
f. Gr. Prok1"0ustes name of a fabulous robber 
of Attica who stretched or amputated his 
victims to conform them to the length of his 
bed, f. prokrotiein beat or hammer out, 
stretch out, f. pr6 PRo- 2 +krotiein knock, 
which has Balto-Sl. eogns.; see -EAN. 

procto- pro·ktou comb. form of Gr. prokt6s 
anus, in (mainly) anat. and surg. terms. XIX. 

proctor pm·kt:u tagent, deputy, proxy XIV 
(Wyclif, Ch.); advocate, attorney xv; uni
versity officer representative of the Masters 
of Arts; representative of clergy in Convoca
tion XVI. Late lVIE. proctour, syncopated 
form of procketour, procutour, reduction of 
pro·curatour PROCT.:RATOR. fJJ For the syn
cope cf. PROXY. 

procurator pm·kjureit;>.I orig. form of 
PROCTOR, surviving in Sc. p. fiscal, public 
prosecutor of a district. XIII. -OF. pro
curateur or L. procurator manager, agent, 
deputy, collector in a province, f. proclirare 
PROCCRE; see -ATOR, and cf. PROCURER. 
fJJ For the corr. noun of action see PROXY. 

procure pr;Jkjua· .1 tcontrive; bring about 
by effort; obtain, win. XIII (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.). - (O)F. procurer- L. procurare take 
care of, attend to, manage, f. pro PRo-1 + 
curare look after (see CURE). In ME. usu. 
str. pro·cure, whence the weakened forms 
pro·cur, pro·cre, pro·ker. So procu•rER 2• 

XIV (in earliest use, advocate, defender, 
proclitic proukli·tik (gram.) of a mono- manager). -AN. procurour, OF. procureur 

syllable closely linked with the following - L. pr6curat6rem, PROCURATOR. 
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PROD 

prod pmd stab or poke with a pointed in
strument, etc. xvr (Coverdale). perh. of 
purely symbolic origin, but poss. a blending 
of POKE with dial. brod vb. tsprout (xn), 
goad (xv), rei. to brod sb. tsprout (xm), 
goad, prick (XIV)- ON. broddr = OE. brord 
spike, OHG. brort edge:- Germ. *brozdaz. 
(jJ There is no obvious connexion with OE. 
prod-, protbor boring tool. 

prodigal pm·dig::ll extravagant in expendi
ture. (xv) XVI. - medL. prodigalis (implied 
in prodigaliter, prodigalitas), f. prodigus 
lavish, rei. to prodigere drive forward, cast 
before one, squander, f. prod-, var. of pro
PRo-1+ageredrive; see ACT, -AL1• Soprodi
gA·LITY. XIV. - (O)F. -late L. (Boethius). 

prodigy pro·did3i tomen, portent XVI ; 
marvel; one of precocious genius xvn. - L. 
prodigium, f. prod-, var. of pro PRo-1+an el. 
variously referred to aio (:- *agjo) I say, and 
agere (cf. ACT); see -v4• So prodigious 
pr::ldi·d3::lS tominous, portentous; of the 
nature of a prodigy. xvr. - L. prodigiosus; 
cf. F. prodigieux (Rabelais). 

prodromus pm·dram::ls tforerunner; intro
ductory treatise. XVII. - L. prodromus -
Gr. prodromos precursor, sb. use of adj. 
'running before', f. pro PRO-~ + -dromos 
running, dramefn run. 

produce prodjii·s bring forward xv; bring 
into existence; extend in length XVI. - L. 
prodiicere, f. pro PRo-1+ducere lead (see 
DUCT). Hence produce sb. pra·djiis. xvn. 
So product pm·d::lkt quantity produced by 
multiplying xv; thing produced by an opera
tion XVII. - L. produ::tum (math., Albertus 
Magnus), sb. use ofn.pp. ofprodiicere. pro
duction pradA·kJ::ln. xv. - (O)F.- L. 
produ·ctiVE. XVII. - F. or late L. 

proem prou·em prefatory discourse. XIV 
(Ch.). Late ME. proheme (also prohemie) 
-OF. pro(h)eme (mod. proeme) or L. pro
mmium (medL. prohemium)- Gr. proofmion 
prelude, f. pro PR0- 2 toime song, lay. 

profane profei·n secular )(sacredxv; ritually 
impure; characterized by disregard of sacred 
things XVI. -OF. prophane (mod. profane) 
or L. profdnus (med. prophanus) not sacred, 
uninitiated, impious, lit. 'before, i.e. outside, 
the temple', f. pro PRo- 1+fanum temple, FANE. 
So profa·ne vb. desecrate, violate. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). - L. prof andre; cf. F. pro
faner. profaDA'TION prof-. XVI. -F. or late 
L. profanrTY profte·niti. XVII (before XIX 
profaneness was more frequent in Eng. )( Sc. 
and Amer. use). -late L. (Tertullian). 

profess profe·ss be professed have taken 
solemn religious vows XIV; trans. declare 
openly, affirm allegiance to, lay claim to 
knowledge of, teach as a professor xvr. In 
earliest use in pp. rep!. tprofess (- (O)F. 

PROG 

FESS, rei. to fabula FABLE. So professiON 
prl\fe· Jan taking of vows in a religious order 
XIII (AncrR.); avowal of belief in or obedi
ence to religion; occupation professed XVI. 
- (O)F. profession- L. professio(n-); hence 
profe·ssionAL1• XVIII. professoR1 pr::l
fe·s::l:~ public teacher of the highest rank in 
a faculty of learning XIV (Wyclif); one who 
makes a profession (gen.) xv. - (O)F. pro
fesseur or L. professor. Hence profe·ssor
ATE1. XIX. So professoriAL pmfis5:J•ri:Jl. 
xvm.f. L. professorius. professo·riATE1• XIX. 

proffer pr;:,·f::l.r put forward for acceptance. 
XIII. -AN., OF. proffrir, earlier poroffrir, 
puroffrir, f. por (:- L. pro PR0-1)+offrir 
OFFER. So pro·ffer sb. XIV. -AN. profre = 

OF. *poroffre, f. the vb. 

proficient profi·J::lnt tmaking progress; 
that has made progress in learning. XVI. 
- L. proficient-, -ens, prp. of proficere ad
vance, f. pro PR0-1 + facere DO\ make; see 
-ENT. Hence profi·ciE]';CY. XVI (Coverdale). 

profile prou·fail, -fil outline, contour, or 
representation of this. XVII. - It. tprofilo, 
now pro.ffilo (whence also F. profil), f. tpro
filare draw in outline, f. PR01-+filare spin, 
tdraw a line - L. fildre, f. filum thread; see 
also PURFLE. 

profit pr;rfit advantage, benefit; revenue, 
proceeds XIV; gain in a transaction XVII. 
- (O)F. profit = Pr. profech, Sp. provecho, 
Pg. proveito :- L. profectu-s progress, profit, 
f. pp. stem of proficere (see PROFICIENT). So 
pro·fit vb. XIV. - (O)F. profiter, f. the sb.; 
hence profitEE·R1• XIX. 

profligate pm·flig::lt toverthrown XVI ; 
abandoned to vice XVI (sb. XVIII). - L. pro
fligdtus ruined, dissolute, pp. of profligtire 
cast down, ruin, f. pro PR0-1 +base flig- beat 
(cf. afflict, conflict, inflict); see -ATE 2• Hence 
pro·fligACY. XVIII, 

pro forma see PR0 3
• 

profound profau·nd showing depth of 
thought or knowledge XIV; abstruse, recon
dite; physically deep xv. -AN., OF. pro
fund, (also mod.) profond earlier parfund = 

Pr. preon, Cat. pregon, It. profondo :- L. 
profundu-s, f. pro- PR0-1 +fundus bottom 
(cf. FOUND1). So profu·ndiTY. xv. -OF. 
or late L. 

profuse profjii·s liberal to excess xv; very 
abundant XVII. - L. profiisus, adj. use of 
pp. of profundere pour forth, f. pro PRo-1 + 
fundere pour; see FUSE. So profu·sroN. XVI. 
-F. (Montaigne) or L. 

prog1 pr;:,g (sl.) victuals, provender. xvrr. 
pro b. f. dial. prog vb. poke about, as for food, 
of unkn. origin. 

projes = Pr. profes, etc.- L. professus); later prog2 prag (sl.) proctor at the universities of 
f. profess-, pp. stem of L. profiteri declare Oxford and_Cat;tbr!dge (also_proggins, perh. 
aloud or publicly, f. pro PRO·'+fateri coN- by assoc. wrthjuggms, muggtns). xrx. 
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PROGENY 

progeny pm·d3ini offspring. xm (Cursor 
M.). - OF. progenie- L. progenies descent, 
family, f. pro PRo-1 + *gen- (see KI~), after 
progignere beget (cf. Skr. prajds, Av. fra
zaintis posterity). 

prognosis pr::>gnou·sis forecast of the 
course of a case of disease. XVII. -late L. 
prognosis- Gr. prognosis, f. progign6skein 
know beforehand; see PR0- 2, GNOSIS. So 
prognostiC pr::>gn::>·stik previous indica
tion or token xv (Lydg.); symptom XVI. 
Earlier form pron-- OF. pronostique (mod. 
-ic)- L. prognosticum, -con- Gr. prognusti
kon, sb. use of n. of adj. f. progign6skein; see 
-Ic. progno·sticATE 3

• XVI. f. pp. stem of 
medL. pro(g)nosticiire. tjf An altered form, 
medL. pr;enosticus, is repr. by late l\1E. 
prenostik (Gower, Ch.). 

programme, program prou·gnem A. 
tSc. public notice XVII; B. descriptive 
notice or plan of intended proceedings XIX. 
In sense A - late L. programma - Gr. pro
gramma public written notice, f. progrdphein 
write publicly, f. pro PRo- 2+grdphein write 
(see CARVE); in sense B- F. programme. 

progress prou·gres, pm·gn\s onward march; 
visit of state xv; forward movement XVI. 
- L. progressus, f. pp. stem of progredi go 
forward, f. pro PRo-1+gradi step, walk, go, 
f. gradus step (see GRADE). Hence progre·ss 
vb.; earlier str. pro·gress; became obs. in 
England in XVII, but retained or formed 
afresh in America, whence it was readopted 
in England c.x8oo. So progressiON pro
gre·fn. XIV (Ch.). -F. or L. progre·ssiVE 
XVII. -F. 

prohibit prouhi·bit forbid. xv. f.prohibit-, 
pp. stem of L. prolzibere hold back, prevent, 
forbid, f. pro in front, PRo-1 +habere hold 
(cf. e:"Chibit, inhibit). So prohibi·T!ON. XIV. 
- (O)F. or L. prohi·bitiVE. XVII. - F. 

project pr::>·d3ekt tdesign, scheme XIV; 
tconception, notion XVI ; proposal for execu
tion XVII. - L. projectwn, n. ofpp. ofp1·oicere 
throw forth, expel. f. pro PRo-1 +jacere 
throw. Cf. F. projet. So project prod3e"kt 
plan xv; throw fonvard XVI. f. project-, pp. 
stem of L. proicere. Cf. F. projeter, earlier 
tpourjeter, whichprob. suggested the forma
tion of the Eng. word. proje·ctiLE. XVII. 
- modL. projectilis. proje·cT!O~ action of 
projecting; earliest in techn. sense of repre
sentation of a spherical surface on the flat. 
XVI (Recorde, Dee). - L.; so (O)F. 

prolate prou·leit lengthened in the direc
tion of the polar axis )( oblate. XVII. - L. 
proliitus, used as pp. of proferre bring for
ward, produce, f. pro PR0-1 + ferre BEAR 2, 

So prolA"T!ON tutterance; (mus.) relative 
duration of the minim to the semibreve. XIV 
(Gower). - L. 

prolegomena proulig::>·mlna preliminary ob
servations. XVII. pl. of L. prolegomenon (also 
used) - Gr. prolegomenon, n. of prp. pass. of 
prolegein say beforehand, f. pro PRo- 2 + 
legein say (cf. LOGos). 

PROMETHEAN 

prolepsis proule·psis, -lip- anticipation, 
esp. as techn. device in rhet. and gram. XVI. 
-late L. prolepsis (the pure L. term was occu
patio)- Gr. prolepsis, f. prolambdnein anti
cipate, f. pro PR0- 2 + lambdnein take. So 
prole·ptiC. XVII. - Gr. 

proletarian proulitEa·rian pert. to the 
lowest class of the people XVII ; wage-earning 
XIX. f. L. proletiirius Roman citizen of the 
lowest class under the constitution of Servius 
Tullius, one who sen'ed the state not with 
his property but only with his offspring, 
(hence) common, low, f. *proletus provided 
with offspring, f. proles offspring, for 
*prooles, or *proales, f. pro PRo-1 + *ol- *al
grow (cf. ADOLESCE~T, ALIME~T); see -ARIAN. 
So proleta·riATE1• XIX. -F. proletariat, f. 
L. prolett'irius (whence F. proletaire, which 
was current in Eng. in early XIX), and pro·
letARY. XVII (earlier than proletarian). 

prolific proli-fik producing (much) off
spring. xvn. - medL. prolificus, f. L. 
proles; see prec. and -FIC; cf. F. prolifique. 

prolix prou·liks, prouli·ks lengthy xv 
(Lydg.); lengthy in discourse xvi. - (O)F. 
prolixe or L. prolixus spreading abroad, ex
tended, lit. 'poured forth', f. pro PRo-1 +pp. 
formation on base of liquere be LIQCID. So 
proli·xiTY. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F.- late L. 

prolocutor proul::>·kjutaJ spokesman of an 
assembly. xv. - L. prolocutor pleader, 
advocate, agent-noun of proloqui speak out; 
see PRO-\ I.OCCTION. tjf In medL.prolocutor 
varies with pr<elocutor one who speaks before 
others; cf. AL. prolocutor and pr;elocutor 
parliamenti Speaker. 

prologue prou·l.:>g preface to a discourse 
or drama XIII (Cursor ::vi.); speaker of this 
XVI. ME. prolog- (O)F. prologue- L. pro
logus - Gr. pr6logos, f. pro PR0- 2 + logos 
speech (cf. LOGOS). 

prolong prol::>·IJ extend in duration xv 
(tdelay, put off, Lydg.); lengthen in space 
or time XVI. - late L. prolongiire, f. pro 
PRo-1+longus LONG; cf. OF. prolonguer, var. 
of (O)F. prolonger, which superseded OF. 
por-,proloingier (see PURLOIN). So prolong
A·noN. xv (Caxton).- (O)F. or late L. 

prolusion prouljii· 3::Jn preliminary attempt, 
essay, or dissertation. XVII. - L.proliisio(n-), 
f. pp. stem of proliidere, f. pro PRo-1+liidere 
play; see -S!ON. 

promenade pmmlna·d walk taken for 
exercise or amusement XVI (purmenade, 
-ado); place for this XVII. -F. promenade, 
f. se p1·omener walk, refl. of promener cause 
to walk, alt. of pourmener, f. pour(:- L. pro) 
+ mener lead ( :- late L. miniire drive, for L. 
miniiri threaten); see PRO-\ MENACE, -ADE. 
Hence vb. XVI. 

Promethean promi'pian pert. to Prome
theus, a demigod who stole fire from Olympus 
and taught men its use. XVI (Sh.). See -EAN. 
tjf Applied c.183o-6o to a kind of lucifer 
match. 



PROMINENT 

prominent pr.J·min;Jnt projecting XVI; 
conspicuous XVIII. - L. prominent-, -i!ns, 
prp. of prornini!re jut out, f. pro PRo-1+ base 
meaning 'jut', repr. also by mons MOUNT\ 
mentum chin, mime projection of a wall; see 
-ENT and cf. eminent, imminent, menace. So 
pro·minENCE. XVI, 

promiscuous promi·skju;Js of mixed or 
disorderly character. xvn. f. L. promiscuus, 
f. pro PR0·1 +misci!re MIX ;.see -uous. Hence 
promiscu·rTY pr<:>m-. xrx. 

promise pm·mis assurance concerning the 
future. xrv. - L.prornissum, sb. use ofn. pp. 
of promittere send or put forth, promise, 
f. pro PR0-1 + mittere send (see MISSION). 
Hence pro·mise vb. xv (Lydg.); after 
(O)F. promettre or L. promittere. So pro·
missoRY. XVII. - medL. promissorius. 

promontory pr<J'm;Jnt;Jri point of high 
land jutting into water. xvr. - medL. pro
montoriurn, alt. (after mont-, mons :vtOUNT1) 
of L. promunturium, gen. considered to be 
f. pro PR0-1 and a deriv. of mons; cf. -ORY1. 

promote pr;Jmou·t advance in position XIV 
(Trevisa) ; further in growth XVI. f. promot-, 
pp. stem of L. promovi!re move forward; see 
PR0-1, MOVE. So prOMO"TION. XV (Caxton). 
- (O)F.- L. 

prompt pmm"t ready or quick to act. xv. 
- (O)F. prompt or L. promptus brought 
forth, manifest, ready, disposed, pp. of pro
mere bring forth, f. pro PRo-1 +emere take 
(see EMPTION). So prompt vb. incite to 
action xrv; assist (a speaker) by suggesting 
what is to be said xv; suggest, inspire 
XVII, - medL. *prompttire, f. L. promptus. 
pro·mptER1. XV (theatr. XVII Sh.). 

promulgate pr0·malgeit make known 
publicly. XVI (Palsgr.). f. pp. stem of L. 
promulgtire expose to public view, f. pro 
PRo-1+ base of mulgi!re MILK, (hence) cause 
to issue forth, bring to light; see -ATE3 • 

prone proun naturally inclined, disposed 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); bending forward and 
downward XVI; lying flat XVII. - L. pronus, 
f. pro forward (PR0 3 , PR0-1), with suffix as 
in infernus 1::\'FERNAL, internus INTERNAL. So 
pronA·TION (physiol.) putting a fore limb 
into a prone position. XVII. - F. or medL. 
(f. late L. prontire). pronA·ToR muscle 
effecting this. XVIII, 

prong pr<JIJ forked instrument xv; tine of a 
fork XVII. In early use also prang and varying 
with (dial.) sprang (xv); the form suggests 
connexion with MLG. prange pinching, 
pinching instrument, horse's barnacle, Du. 
prang pinching, confinement, tshackle, LG., 
Du. prangen press, :viHG. pfrengen (op-) 
press, Goth. ana/praggan oppress (cf. rare 
ME. prangle press tightly, pinch). Cf. PANG. 

PROPENSITY 

antonumlti (Aristarchus, Dionysius Thrax), 
f. anti ANTI-+6numa, 6noma NAME. So pro
nominAL1 prono·min;Jl. XVII. -late L. 
pronomintilis (Priscian); cf. NOMINAL. 

pronounce pronau·ns utter formally; speak 
in a set way. XIV (R. Mannyng, Wyclif, 
Gower). - OF. pronuncier (mod. prononcer), 
for earlier purnuncier- L. pronuntitire pro
claim, narrate, f. pro PR0-1 + nuntitire 
ANNOUNCE. So pronunciATION pron,\ll• 
siei·J;Jn, xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. or L. 

pronunciamento pronA:nsi;Jme·ntou mani
festo. XIX (W. Irving). - Sp. pronuncia
miento, f. pronunciar (- L. pronuntiiire 
PRONOVNCE)+-miento ·MENT. 

proof priif that which makes good a state
ment XIII (AncrR.); action of proving or 
testing XIV (\Vyclif); something produced 
as a test xvr. Later ME. prof (obi. form 
prove, pl. proves), superseding earlier pri!f, 
pri!ve, preove- OF. preve, proeve, prueve 
(mod. preuve) = Pr. prova, Sp. prueba, It, 
prova :- late L. proba, f. probtire PROVE. The 
substitution of prof for pri!f was due to 
assim. to the vb. ; the devocalization of v to f 
was consequent upon the loss of final e ( cf. 
belief). Hence proof adj. of tested strength 
XVI (Sh.); pro b. from ellipsis of of in tarmour 
of proof (xv-xvn). 

prop pr<:>p rod, stake, or beam to support 
a weight. xv (Promp. Parv.). prob.- MDu. 
proppe vine-prop, support, corr. in form to 
MLG. proppe plug, stopper, bung, OHG. 
pfropfo sucker, shoot, graft, but the diver
sity of sense makes difficulties. Hence or 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. proppen, prop vb. xv. 
tJ[ Ir. propa, Gael. prop are from Eng. 

propaganda pr<>p;Jga!·nd;J committee of 
cardinals charged with the foreign missions 
of the Church XVIII ; systematic scheme for 
the dissemination of a doctrine or practice 
XIX. - It. (Sp., Pg.) propaganda (whence F. 
propagande), extracted from the modL. title 
congregatio de propaganda fide congregation 
for propagating the faith; fern. gerundive of 
L.proptigtire. propagate pm·p;~geit multi
ply specimens of (a plant, etc.); cause to 
increase or spread. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. 
propiigiire (prop.) multiply by means of 
layers or slips, rel. to proptigo, propiigi!s set, 
layer, offspring, f. pro PR0-1_1- *ptig- fix; see 
PACT, PAGE\ ·ATE3

• So propagA'TION. XV. 
- (O)F. or L. 

proparoxytone see OXYTONE. 

propel prope·l texpel xv; drive forward 
xvn. - L. propellere, f. pro PRo-1 +pellere 
drive (see COMPEL). So propulsiON pro
pA·IJ;m. xvn(Florio). -medL.propulsio(n-); 
so F., It. 

propensity prope·nsiti favourable disposi
tion or tendency. xvr. f. propense disposed 

pronoun prou·naun (gram.). XVI. f. PRo-1 (XVI)- L. propensus inclining, inclined, pp. 
instead of+NOUN, after F. pr_onom (xv) and of propendi!re, f. pro PR0-1 + pendi!re; see 
L. pronomen (Varro, Quintilian) tr. Gr. PENDENT, -ITY. 

[715] 



PROPER 

proper pr;>•p;JJ pert. to oneself or itself or 
to a person or thing particularly XIII (Cursor 
l\1.); strictly pertaining; thorough, com
plete; excellent, fine XIV; specially adapted 
xv (cf. the adv.). ME. propre- (O)F. propre, 
corr. to Pr., etc. proprio- L. prliprius one's 
own, special, peculiar, prob. f. *pro priuo 
as a PRIVATE or peculiar thing. So pro·per
LY2. xm (appropriately, fittingly, AncrR.); 
after(O)F.proprement, L.pr6prie. property 
prOl'P;Jlti ownership (esp. private) xm 
(Cursor M.); thing or things owned XV (not 
freq. before XVII); attribute, quality XIV (R. 
Mannyng); tproprietyxrv (Wycl.); portable 
article for a dramatic performance XV. !VIE. 
proprete- AN. *proprete, (O)F. propriete 
- L. priJprietds PROPRIETY. 

prophecy pr;:l'fisi action or function of a 
prophet, utterance of a prophet, prediction 
of events. xm (AncrR., Cursor M.). -OF. 
projecie (mod. prophetie), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
profecia, It. profesia- late L. prophetia- Gr. 
prophetiti, f. propMtes prophet; see -CY. So 
prophesy pm·fisai speak as a prophet. xrv 
(PPI., Wycl. Bible). -OF. prophecier, f. 
prophecie; the differentiation of sp. between 
vb. and sb. became established after 1700; 

for the pronunc. of final -y cf. vbs. in -FY 
and multiply. prophet pm·fit inspired 
revealer of God's will XII; one who predicts 
XIII (AncrR.). ME. profete, -phete- (O)F. 
prophete- L. propheta, -tes- Gr. propMtes 
interpreter, spokesman, esp. of the will of 
a deity, as in LXX and N.T., f. pr6 PR0- 2+ 
-phetes speaker, f. phe-, phdnai speak. So 
pro·phetESS1• XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. 
prophetesse - late L. prophetissa; prophetiC 
prOfe·tik. XVI (Sh.), -!CAL. XV. - F. or 
late L. 

prophylactic pr<Jfi!ff!·ktik preventive of 
disease. xvr. - F. prophylactique- Gr. pro
phulaktik6s, f. prophuldssein keep guard 
before; see PR0- 2, PHYLACTERY, -IC. 

propinquity propi·l)kwiti nearness, proxi
mity. xrv (Ch.; of kinship). -OF. pro
pinquite or L. propinquitas, f. propinquus 
neighbouring, f. prope near (cf. longinquus, 
f. Ionge far off), pro b. for *proqe ( cf. proxi
mus PROXIMATE); see -ITY. 

propitiate propi·Jieit render propitious. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. propitiare, f. propitius 
favourable, gracious; see -ATE 3 • So pro
pitiA·TIO!'I. XIV (Wycl. Bible). propi-tia
toRY2. XIII (Cursor JVI.). - ecc!L. pro
pi-tiOUS. xv (Bokenham). -OF. propicieus 
or f. L. propitius. 

propolis pm·polis bee-glue, resinous sub
stance with which bees line their hives. XVII. 
- L.propolis (Pliny)- Gr.pr6polis (i) suburb, 
(ii) bee-glue, f. pr6 PRo- 2+p6lis city. 

PROSCRIBE 

(Cicero, tr. Gr. avaAoyia analogy), derived 
from phr. pro portioue (tr. Gr. ava A6yo<·) 
proportionally, i.e. pro PRo-1 -t-abl. of portio 
PORTION. So vb. make proportionate. XIV. 
- (O)F. or medL. prop01·tiouare. propo·r
tionAllLE (Ch.). - late L. propo·rtionAL1 

(sb., Ch.).- L. propo·rtionATE 2 (Trevisa). 
-late L. 

propose pr;1pou·z put forward for con
sideration. XIV. - (O)F. proposer, repr. L. 
proponere (see PRO-', POSE). Hence pro
po·SAL 2. xvu. So proposition prOlpni'J<Jn 
act of propounding or plan propounded XIV 
(Rolle, Wyclif, Usk); (math.) xvr (Billings
ley)- (O)F. or L. (Cicero, tr. Gr. rrp60w<s, 
r.poTaa<s, 7rpof3ArJI.<a ; see PROTHESIS, PROTASIS, 
PROBLEM), f. pp. stem of proponere, whence 
propound propau·nd. XVI, alt. of tpro
polt'ne, for earlier propo·ne (XIV; chiefly 
Sc.)- L. proponere (for parasitic d cf. AS
TOUND, COMPOUND, EXPOUND). 

proprretor see PROCONSUL. 

proprietary proprai-it;ni grantee of one of 
certain Amer. colonies; proprietorship XVII; 
adj. xv. -late L. proprietarius (in medL. as 
sb. holder of property), f. proprietds PRO
PERTY; see -ARY. So proprietor pr;}
prai·;}t;}.I one who holds something as 
property. XVII. alt. of prec. by irreg. sub
stitution of suffix -TOR. 

propriety proprai·iti tproperty xv; fitness, 
appropriateness XVII ; conformity with good 
usage XVIII. - (O)F.propriete- L.priJpriettis 
peculiarity (Cicero; tr. Gr. lo<orrys), owner
ship, f. priJprius PROPER j see -ITY. 

propulsion see PROPEL. 

propylreum pr<Jpili·;}m, -pai- entrance to a 
temple, etc.; introduction. XVIII. L. - Gr. 
propulaion, sb. use of n. adj. 'before the gate'. 
f. pr6 PRO- 2 + pzile gate. 

propylite pr<J·pilait (geol.) volcanic rock so 
named as opening the Tertiary epoch. xrx. 
f. Gr. pr6pulon gateway, f. pro PR0- 2-t-pzile 
gate; see -ITE. 

prorogue prorou·g textend in time; dis
continue the meeting of (a legislative body, 
etc.) xv. Late ME. proroge, later -rogue 
(xvi) - (O)F. proroger, t-guer- L. proro
gdre, f. p1·o PRo-1+rogtire. So proROGA·
TION prou-, pr<J- XV. - (O)F. or L. 

proscenium prousi·ni;}m in the ancient 
theatre, space between background and 
orchestra XVII; in the mod. theatre, space 
between curtain and orchestra XIX. - L. 
proscenium- Gr. proskenion, f. pr6 PR0- 2-t
skenif SCENE. 

proscribe pro(u)skrai·b post up the name of 
proportion pr:>p5·.tf;:>n comparative part, (a person) as condemned xvr; denounce, 

share; comparative relation, relative size. interdict XVII. - L. proscribere publish in 
xrv. Used by Wyclif, Chaucer, Trevisa, and writing, f. pro PRo-1+scribere write (see 
Gower, but not fully current before XVI; SCRIPTURE). So proscri·pnoN. XIV (Tre-
- (O)F. proportion or L. proportio(n-) visa). - L. 
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PROSE 

prose prouz form of language not restricted 
in measure or rhythm XIV; (eccl.) sequence 
xv (Pecock) ; matter-of-fact expression XVI; 
prosy discourse XVII. - (O)F. prose- L. 
prosa (sc. oratio, 'straightforward discourse'), 
sb. use of fern. of prosus, for earlier prorsus 
straightforward, direct, contr. of pro·versus, 
pp. of provertere turn forwards, f. pro PR0-1 
+vertere turn (see -WARD). So prosaic 
prouzei-ik. XVI. -F. or late L. prosaicus 
(Fortunatus), after mosaic. pro•sv1 XIX. 

prosecute pro·sikjut follow up, go on with 
xv; carry on; institute legal proceedings 
against XVI. f. proseciit-, pp. stem of L. pro
sequi pursue, accompany, f. pro PRo-1 +sequi 
follow (see SEQUENCE). So prosecu·TION. 
XVI. -OF. or late L. Cf. PURSUE. 

proselyte pro·silait convert, spec. to the 
Jewish religion. XIV., -late (Christian) L. 
proselytus- Gr. proseluthos stranger, so
journer (LXX), convert to Judaism (N.T.), 
f. znd aorist stem (proseluth-) of proserkhes
thai come to, approach. Hence pro·selyt
IZE. XVII ( tproselyte is somewhat earlier). 

prosody pro·s::~di science of versification. 
xv. - L. prosodia accent of a syllable (Varro, 
Quintilian)- Gr. prosoidiii song sung to 
music, tone of a syllable, mark indicating 
this, f. pros to :- *proti ( cf. Skr. prdti opposite 
to)+oidesong, ODE; see -Y 3• Cf. F.prosodie 
(xvi). 

prosopopreia prosopopi·::~ (rhet.) figure by 
which an imaginary or absent person is 
represented as acting, (hence) personifica
tion. xvr. - L. (Quintilian)- Gr. proso
popoiia representation in human form, f. 
prosopon face, person (f. pros to+ilps EYE, 
face)+poiefn make (cf. POET). 

prospect pr,·spekt view afforded b:r a posi
tion xv ; spectacle, scene ; mental VIsta XVII 
(Sh.). - L. prospectus look-out, view, f. 
prospicere, f. pro PRo-1 +specere look (cf. 
ASPECT). So prospe·ct vb. tlook forward 
XVI; explore a region for min~r~l XIX (fr~m 
the use of the sb. for 'spot g1vmg promise 
of mineral deposit'). prospe·ctiVE. XVI. 
- obs. F. or late L. prospe·ctus prospe·kt::~s 
description in advance of a proposed under
taking. XVIII. - L.; prob. after F. use 
(xviii). , 

prosper pm·sp::~.r be fortunate or successful 
xv; trans. XVI. - (O)F. prosperer or L. 
prosperiire, f. prosper, prosperus doing well or 
successfully. So prosperiTY prospe·rlti. 
XIII (AncrR.). - (O)F.- L. pro·sperous. 
xv. -F. tprospereus, f. L. prosper. 

prostate pr,·steit (anat.) gland at junction 
of neck of the bladder and the urethra. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). -F. prostate (Pare)
modL. prostata - Gr. prostates one that 
stands before, guardian, f. pr6 PRo- 2 +stat6s 
placed, standing, f. *sta- (~ee STAND). 

prosthesis pro·splsis (philo!.) addition of 
a letter or syllable at the beginning of a 

PROTEUS 

word. XVI. -late L. prosthesis (Charisius, 
Diomedes)- Gr. prosthesis, f. prostithenai 
add, f. pros to; see THESIS. 

prostitute pro·stitjut tadj. offered or ex
posed to lust XVI; sb. woman given over to 
indiscriminate sexual intercourse for hire 
XVII (Purchas). - L. prostitutus (fern. prosti
tiita as sb.), pp. ofprostituere expose publicly, 
offer for sale, prostitute, f. pro PR0-1+ 
statuere set up, place (see STATUTE). So 
pro·stitute vb. XVI. f. pp. stem of the 
L. vb. prostitu·TION. XVI. - (O)F. or late L. 

prostrate pm·streit lying with face to the 
ground. XIV. - L. prostriitus, pp. of pro
sternere throw in front, cast down, f. pro 
PR0-1 +sternere lay low; see STRATUM, -ATE 2 • 

So vb. xv. f. the pp. stem; formerly pro
stra·te. prostrA·TION. XVI. -(O)F. or late L. 

protagonist pro(u)tre·g::~nist chief personage 
in a drama XVII ; leading person in a contest 
or cause XIX. - Gr. protagonistes, f. protos 
first, PROTo-+agonistes combatant, actor, f. 
agonizesthai contest, AGONIZE; see -rsT. 

protasis pr"·t;,sis tfirst part of a play; 
(gram.) introductory clause of a sentence. 
XVII. - L. protasis (Apuleius, Donatus)- Gr. 
protasis proposition, problem, etc., f. pro
tefnein put forward, tender, f. pro PRo- 2+ 
tefnein stretch (cf. TEND 2 , TENUOUS). 

protect prote·kt defend from injury. xvr. 
f. protect-, pp. stem of L. protegere cover in 
front, f. pro PR0-1 +tegere cover (see TEGU
MENT). So prote·cTION. XIV. - (O)F. or 
late L. prote·ctoR1

• xrv. - (O)F.- late L.; 
hence prote·ctorATE1. XVII. 

protege, fern. -gee pr<>·tl3ei one under 
another's protection. XVIII (Sheridan). F., 
pp. of proteger- L. protegere PROTECT. 

protein prou·tiin, -tin (chem.) one of a class 
of organic compounds forming essential 
constituents of living organisms. XIX. - F. 
proteine (Mulder 1838), G. protein, f. Gr. 
protefos (n. as sb. -on chief place), f. protos 
first (PROTO-); see -rN. Hence pro·tem3 

prou·tiid. XIX. 

pro tem short for pro tempore (see PR0 3). 

protest prou ·test protestation xrv; formal 
written declaration xvrr ; declaration of dis
sent xvrrr. -F. tprotest (mod. protet), f. 
protester (whence protest prote·st vb. xv). 
- L. protestiiri declare formally, f. pro PR0-1 
+ testiiri be a witness, assert (see TESTA
MENT). So protestANT pm·tist;,nt applied 
to those who joined in the protest at the 
Diet of Spires in 1529; (hence) non-Roman
Catholic xvr (1539); (with pronunc. pro
te·st;,nt) one who protests (gen.) xvrr. - L. 
protestiins, prp. of protestiiri. protestATION 
pmtestei·J;,n. xrv. - (O)F. -late L. 

proteus prou·ti;,s, -tjus (Gr. and Rom. 
myth.) sea-god fabled to change his shape, 
transf. and fig. xvr ; amreba; genus of 
amphibians xrx. L. - Gr. Proteus. Hence 
pro·teAN changing, varying, xvr. 



PROTO-

proto- prou·tou comb. form of Gr. protos 
first, obscurely rei. to pro PR0- 2 ; in many 
techn. terms; formerly chem. from 1804 
(protoxide, T. Thomson); pro·tOMARTYR 
first martyr, e.g. St. Stephen. xv (Lydg.). 
- medL. proto:-~o·TARY principal notary, 
chief clerk. xv (Bokenham). - medL. 
protoplasm prou·toplrezm substance con
stituting the physical basis oflife. XIX (1848, 
Lindley). - G. protoplasma (H. von Mohl, 
1846), f. Gr. protos first, PROTo-+pldsma 
moulded thing (see PLASMA); protOTYPE 
prou·totaip primary type. XVII. -F. or late 
L. protozoa prouti'izou·;J (zoo!.) division 
of animals of the most primitive type. XIX 
(Coleridge). modL. (Goldfuss, 1818), f. Gr. 
proto- PROTo-+zoia animals; see zooLOGY, 
-A•. 

protocol prou·tobl original note or minute 
of a transaction XVI ; original draft or record 
of a diplomatic document XVII; etiquette of 
precedence, etc. XIX. orig. prothocoll (in 
earliest use Sc.)- OF. prothocole (mod. 
protocole), corr. to Pr. prothcolle, Sp. proto
colo, It. protocollo- medL. protocollum- Gr. 
protokollon first leaf of a volume, fly-leaf 
glued to the case and containing an account 
of the contents, f. protos PROTO-+ k6lla glue. 

proton prou·t;m (phys.) unit of matter 
associated with a charge of positive elec
tricity. xx. - n. sg. of Gr. protos first. 

protract protrre·kt A. lengthen out; B. 
draw to scale. XVI. f. protract-, pp. stem of 
L. protrahere prolong, defer, in medL. also 
in sense B, f. pro PR0-1 + trahere draw; cf. 
PORTRA.Y. So prOTRA'CTION. XVI. -F. or 
late L. protra·ctoR1 one who prolongs 
time, etc. ; instrument used in setting off 
and measuring angles. XVII. - medL. 

protrude protrii·d thrust forward; also 
intr. for refl. or pass. XVII. - L. protriidere, 
f. pro PR0-1 + triidere press, thrust (see 
THREAT, and cf. ABSTRUSE). So protru·SION. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). -F. or modL. 

protuberant protjii·b;Jr<~nt bulging beyond 
the surface. XVII (Sir T. Browne). - prp. of 
late L. protiibertire, f. pro PRo-1 + tiiber 
bump, swelling; see TUBER, -ANT. So pro
tu·berANCE. XVII. - modL. 

proud praud having a high opinion of one
self OE.; feeling honoured; stately, grand 
XIII ; tvaliant XIV; overgrown, tumid XVI. 
Late OE. priid (also priit) = ON. pruor 
- OF. prud, prod, nom. pruz, proz, prouz 
(mod. preux) valiant, gallant = Pr. proz, 
Cat. p1·ou, It. prode- Rom. *prodis (late L. 
prode, n. in pre-Vulg. a. zoo), f. L. prodesse 
be of value, be good, f. prod, var. of pro 
PR0- 1 +esse be (cf. ENS). Cf. PRIDE, PRUDE. 

prove priiv try, test XII; make good, estab
lish XIII. OE. profian, succeeded by- OF. 
prover (mod. prouver) = Pr. proar, Sp. 
probar, It. probare :- L. probtire test, 
approve, demonstrate, f. probus good (see 
PROBITY). For the ME. var. preove, preve, 
later prieve, Sc. preif, derived from OF. 

PROVIDE 

forms with radical stress (preuve, etc.) cf. 
MOVE. The pp. proven prou·vn, prii·vn 
(orig. Sc. law), belongs to the var. preve, 
and is based on the analogy of tchese/chosen, 
cleavefcloven, weave/woven. 

provenance pr::>•v;Jn;Jns, -nas place of 
origin. XIX. F., f. prp. of provenir come 
forth- L. provenire, f. pro PR0-1 +venire 
coME. The form provenience provi·ni;Jns, 
derived immed. from the prp. of the L. vb., 
is preferred in U.S.A. See -ANCE, -ENCE. 
Proven~al provii·srel, pmv;~nsii-1 pert. to 

Provence, former province in south-east 
France XVI ; the Romance language spoken 
there XVII. Formerly t-zal, t-cial;- F. 
provenral - L. provincitilis PROVINCIAL ; the 
southern part of ancient Gaul, Gallia Narbo
nensis, which came under Roman rule long 
before the rest, was familiarly styled (nostra) 
provincia the or our province. 

provender pr::>·vind;J.I tprebend; food, pro
visions. XIV. -OF.provendre, var. of provende 
= It. projenda :-Rom. *probenda (whence 
also OS. provenda, OHG. pjruonta, G. 
pfrilnde, ON. profenda), alt. of L. pr;;ebenda 
PREBEND (cf. PROVOST). t1J For parasitic r 
cf. PHILOSOPHER. 

proverb pm·v~.Ib short pithy saying em
bodying a general truth. xrv (first in the 
biblical title, R. Mannyng; in gen. use, Ch., 
Wycl., Gower). - (O)F. pro-c•erbe or L. 
proverbium, f. pro PRo-1 +verbum WORD, as 
if 'a set of words put forth' ( cf. the formation 
of adagium ADAGE). So prove·rbrAL. xv. 
-L. 

proviant pr::>·virent provision, commissariat. 
XVII (introduced by soldiers who served in 
the Thirty Years War !618-48). -G. pro
viant (cf. Du. proviand)- It. provianda, alt. 
of tprovenda (see PROVENDER). 

provide pr;~vai·d t(intr.) exercise foresight; 
furnish for use; fit out. xv. - L. providere 
foresee, attend to, f. pro PRo-1 +videre (see 
VISION); cf. PURVEY. So providENCE pm•
vidans foresight, prevision, timely care XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Gower); applied to God XVII. 
- (O)F. or L. pro·vid.E:-.~T. xv. - L. (cf. 
PRUDENT). Hence provide•ntiAL. XVII. 
provision pr6vi·3<Jn appointment to a see 
or benefice not yet vacant XIV (Wycl., Tre
visa) ; tforesight, providing in advance; 
clause providing for a matter ; supply of 
necessaries, etc. xv; supply of food XVII. 
- (O)F. provision- L. provisio(n-), f. pp. 
stem of providere PROVIDE; see -ION. Hence 
provi·sionALl. XVII; after F. tPI'Dvisionnal 
(now -el). proviso pr;Jvai·zou clause 
making a condition. xv. - L. proviso, abl. 
sg. n. of pp. of providere PROVIDE, as used in 
medL. phr. proviso quod (or ut) .. it being 
provided that .. (cf. F. pourvu que . . ). pro
visor provai·z;,.r holder of a certain grant 
(now hist. in Statute of Provisors); (arch.) 
one who provides, or purveys XIV. - AN. 
provisour (F. proviseur)- L. provisor, agent
noun of providere PROVIDE; see -OR1• 
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PROVINCE 

province pm·vins district, region XIV (R. 
Mannyng); territory outside Italy under 
Roman rule, hence gen. XIV; department of 
activity XVII (Bacon). - (O)F. province- L. 
provincia charge, official duty, administra
tion or region of conquered territory, of 
unkn. origin. So provinciAL provi·nJ;~l. 
XIV (PPI., Wyclif). - (O)F. - L. Cf. PRo
VENyAL. Hence provi·ncialrSM. XVIII. 

provoke pr;~vou·k incite, esp. to anger; 
call forth, evoke. xv. - (O)F. provoquer or 
L. provociire, f. pro PRo-1+vociire call (see 
VOCATION). So prOVOCA'TION, proVOCATIVE 
-vo·k-. xv. - (O)F. or (late) L. 

provost pm·v;~st, (in p. marshal) pravou· 
official set over others (in various spec. 
uses). Late OE. profost (also prafost), corr. 
to MLG ., MDu. provest, MDu. proofst (Du. 
proost), OHG. probost (G. probst, propst), 
ONorw. pr6fastr; in ME. reinforced from 
AN. provost (also prevost, modF. prevot) 
- medL. propositus, used alongside prre
positus, sb. use of pp. of L. prreponere, 
f. prre PRE-, PR0-1 + ponere place (see 
POSITION). 

prow prau fore-part of a sailing vessel. XVI. 
- (O)F.proue- Pr.proa or It. dial. (Genoese, 
Sicilian) prua = Sp., Pg. proa, It. proda 
:- L. prora- Gr. pr6ira, f. base repr. by L. 
pro before, in front of (PR0-1). The earlier 
pronunc. prou continued till early XIX; 
the present one may be due to assoc. with 
Bow•. 

prowess prau·is valour, manly courage. 
XIII (RG!ouc.). -OF. proesce (mod. prou
esse) = Pr., Sp. proeza, It. prodezza; f. OF. 
prou (whence tprow adj. worthy, valiant 
xrv), early prod, etc.; see PROUD, -ESs 2• 

prowl praul go about in search of some
thing, esp. plunder. XIV (Ch.). Late ME. 
prolle, of unkn. origin. The earlier pronunc. 
was pro!, proul, Dryden rhyming controll/ 
prole, proul'd/fold; the graphic change (XVI) 
of prolle to proule, prowle finally induced a 
change of pronunc. 

proximate pm·ksim;~t immediately adja
cent XVI ; coming next XVII. - L. proximiitus, 
pp. of proximiire approach, f. proximus 
nearest, super!. of *proqe, var. of prope near 
(cf. APPROACH, PROPINQUITY) j see -ATE0• So 
proxi·miTY nearness. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

proxy pm·ksi action of a substitute or 
deputy xv; document authorizing a person 
to act for another XVI. Earlier forms pro
cusie, prokecye, proccy, contr. of tprocracy, 
tpro·curacy (xm) - medL. procuriitia, repl. 
L. pr6ciiriiti6 PROCURATION j see -ACY and cf. 
PROCTOR. 

prude priid woman who affects excessive 
modesty or propriety; talso adj. XVIII. -F. 
prude adj. and sb. (Moliere), back-forma
tion from prudefemme, misunderstood as 
adj.+sb. but prop. fern. (f. *preu de femme) 
corr. to prud'hommt: good man and true, 

PRYTANEUM 

earlier prodome (f. '~pro de orne 'fine thing of 
a man'); cf. PROUD. Hence pru·disH1. XVIII 
(Pope). So pru·dERY. XVIII (Steele). -F. 
pruderie (Moliere). 

prudent prii·dant marked by sound practi
cal judgement. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Ch.). 
- (O)F. prudent or L. priidens foreseeing, 
sagacious:- "'prowidens, f. pro PRo-1+prp. 
of videre (cf. the new formation providens 
PROVIDENT). So pru·dENCE. XIV. - (O)F. 
- L. prude·ntiAL. XVII. - medL. or f. L. 
priidentia. 

prune1 priin dried fruit of the plum-tree. 
XIV. - (O)F. prune = Pr., OSp. pruna, 
Rum. prunii :- Rom. '~priina, fern. sg. for L. 
n. pruna, pl. of priinum- Gr. prounon, later 
form of proumnon PLUM. 

prune• priin trim (feathers) with the beak. 
XIV. ME. prune, pruyne, also proyne, Sc. 
prun;e -pres. stem poroign- of OF. por
oindre, f. por- (mod. pour-) :- L. pro- PRo-1 
+oindre :- L. ungere anoint (see UNGUENT). 
Cf. PREEN. 

prune3 priin lop superfluous growth from. 
xv (Lydg.). Early forms prouyne, proine, 
pruine- OF. proignier, earlier prooignier 
:-Rom. *prorotundiiire, f. pro PR0-1+ 
"'rotundiiire cut round (whence F. rogner 
clip, prune, ttonsure), f. rotundus ROUND. 

prunella prune·b strong (worsted) stuff 
used for academic gowns. XVII. Of uncer
tain origin ; tprunello and prunella may be 
alterations after Sp. or It. of F. prunelle 
(xvm), derived by some from prune plum 
(PRUNE), as if 'plum-coloured stuff'. 

prurient pru;~·rj;~nt itching, having an 
itching desire XVII; given to lewd thoughts 
xvrn. - L. prurient-, -ens, prp. of priirire 
itch, long, be wanton; see -ENT. So prurigo 
-ai·gou, pruritus -ai·tas itching XVII. L. 

Prussian prA·J:m pert. to Prussia, a Baltic 
territory, f. Prussi (or Borussi), a people 
belonging to the Balto-Slavic group whose 
language (Old P.) became obsolete in the 
17th century; see -IAN. XVII. 

prussic prA·sik pert. to or derived from 
Prussian blue, which was so called from 
having been discovered (1704) by Dies bach, 
a Berlin colour-maker; p. acid, hydrocyanic 
acid, CNH. XVIII. -F. prussique (de Mor
veau, 1787), f. Prusse Prussia; see -IC. 

pry1 prai look closely or inquisitively. XIV. 
Of unkn. origin. 

pry• prai (dial. and U.S.) prize up. XIX. 
Evolved from PRIZE4 through apprehending 
the final cons. as the ending of the 3rd sg. 
pres. incl. 

prytaneum prit;~ni·;~m public hall of a 
Greek state or city. XVI. - L. prytaneum 
- Gr. prutaneion, f. prutanis prince, ruler( at 
Athens), president, rei. to protainl before. 



PSALM 

psalm sam sacred song or hyn1n, spec. one 
of the collection in the Bible so entitled. 
OE. psalm, psealm, s(e)alm (reinforced in 
ME. from OF.), corr. to OHG. (p)salmo 
(G. psalm), ON. (p)salmr -late L. psalmus 
(whence OF. saume, F. psaume, etc.) - Gr. 
psalm6s plucking with the fingers, sounding 
of the harp, (in LXX and ~LT.) song sung 
to the harp, f. psdllein pluck, twang, play 
with the fingers, sing to the harp, perh. rei. 
to L. pa/pare (see PALPITATION). So psalm
IST sa ·mist author of a psalm or psalms. xv. 
-late L. psa·lmodY3• XIV (Rolle). -late L. 
psalmOdia (Jerome)- Gr. psalmoidia, f. 
psalmoid6s psalmist (see ODE). So psalter 
s5·lta.T book of psalms OE. (p)saltere, corr. 
to OHG. (p)salteri, ON. (p)saltari -late L. 
psalterium- Gr. psaltirion stringed instru
ment, (in Christian L. and Gr. writers) the 
book of Psalms of the O.T., f. psdllein; 
ME. sauter-AN. sauter, OF. sautier (mod. 
psautier). psaltery s5·ltari ancient stringed 
instrument. XIII. ME. sautre, sautrie- OF. 
sautere, -erie - L. psalterium; all finally 
superseded by latinized forms in ps-, which 
have been exclusively used since 16oo. 

psephology psifo·lad3i study of the con
duct of public elections. xx. f. Gr. psephos 
pebble, vote (rei. to psdmmos sandy, L. 
sabulum sand)+-LoGY. 

pseudo- (p)sju·dou before a vowel pseud-, 
repr. comb. el. of Gr. pseudis false, pseildos 
falsehood, in comps. adopted (often through 
L.) from Gr. or modelled on them. 

pseudonym (p)sjii·danim fictitious name. 
XIX. -F. pseudonyme- Gr. pseudonumon, 
n. of pseudiJnumos (6numa, 6noma NAME), 
whence pseudonymous -o·nimas. XVIII. 

pshaw (p )f5 natural excl. of rejection. XVII. 
Cf. PISH, tpush (XVI), TUSH. 

psittacosis (p )sitakou·sis contagious disease 
of birds, esp. parrots. XIX. modL., irreg. f. 
L. psittacus - Gr. psittak6s parrot; see -OSIS. 

psoriasis (p)sorai·asis (path.) disease of the 
skin. XIX. - modL. psoriasis- Gr. psoriasis, 
f. psorian itch, f. psiJra itch, rei. to psen 
scratch, rake, reduce to dust, Skr. bhas 
crush, chew, devour. 

psyche (p)sai·ki soul, spirit, mind. XVII. 
- L. psyche- Gr. psukhi breath, soul, life, 
rei. to psilkhein breathe, blow, cool, psykhr6s 
cool (whence comb. form psychro-). So 
psy·ch1c XIX, -!CAL XVII (More; rare before 
XIX); first in senses pert. to soul or mind, 
from 1878 (psychical research) pert. to condi
tions supposed to be outside the physical 
domain. -Gr. psukhik6s ( cf.late L. psychicus 
carnal, Tertullian). psycho- sai·kou, saiko·, 
comb. form of Gr. psukhi used in techn. 
terms since XVII, but prolifically only since 
mid-XIX; before a vowel psych-, as in 
psychiatry -ai·atri healing of mental 
disease (Gr. hiatr6s healer). psychoLOGY 

PUBLIC 

saiko·lad3i science of the human soul or 
mind. XVII (only occas. before XIX). - modL. 
psychologia (XVI, Melanchthon, Freigius, 
Goclenius); cf. F., G. psychologie. So psy
cholo·giCAL pert. to psychology; loosely 
used for 'psychical' XVIII; cf. F. psychologique, 
G. psychologisch. In p. moment moment at 
which the mind is prepared to receive what 
is to happen; through F., a journalistic 
perversion of G. das psychologische Moment 
through confusion of der Moment moment 
(of time) with das Moment operative factor, 
momentum. 

ptarmigan ta·.1migan bird of the grouse 
family, Lagopus alpinus or mutus. XVI. 
Early forms (in Sc. use) termigan(t), terma
gant, tormichan - Gael. tarmachan, of unkn. 
origin; fancifully sp. ptarmigan (after Gr. 
words with pt-, e.g. pter6n wing) by Sib bald 
in 'Scotia Illustrata', x684, and hence by 
Pennant in his 'Zoology', 1768. 

pterido- (p)te-rido(u) repr. comb. form of 
Gr. pteris, -id- fern, rei. to pter6n (see next). 

pterodactyl (p)teroudre·ktil extinct winged 
reptile. XIX. - modL. pterodactylus, f. Gr. 
pter6n wing+ddktulos finger; see FEATHER, 
DACTYL. So pte·rosaur. XIX; see SAURUS. 

pterygoid' (p)te·rigoid wing-like. XVIII. f. 
Gr. pterug-, ptentx wing, fin (cf. prec.)+ 
-OlD. 

ptisane tizre·n medicinal decoction, orig. 
barley-water. XIV. Earlier tizanne, tysan, 
later ptisane (XVI) - (O)F. tisane, later 
tptisane - medL. tisana, - L. ptisana - Gr. 
ptisdne peeled barley, barley-water, f. base 
of ptissein peel, bray (cf. L. pinsere knead; 
see PESTLE). 

Ptolemaic tolimei·ik pert. to (the astro
nomical system of) Ptolemy (L. -reus, Gr. 
-afos) of Alexandria (11 A.D.). XVII (earlier 
-re·an). See -Ic. 

ptomaine tou·mein, toumei·n gen. name 
for alkaloid bodies found in putrefying mat
ter. XIX. -F. ptomaine- It. ptomaina 
(Selmi, of Bologna), irreg. f. Gr. ptoma 
(-at-) corpse, lit. 'fallen body', f. '*'p(e)t
fa!l ( cf. L. pet ere make for; see PETITIO:<~). 
See -INE5

• 

puberty pju·ba.Tti condition of having be
come functionally capable of producing 
offspring. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa; not 
frequent till XVI). - L. pubertas (or the 
deriv. F. puberte), f. puber, pubes, -is ( -er-) 
adult, pubes pubic hair; see -TY. So pubes 
pju·biz XVI, whence pu·b1c XIX. pubE·s
CENT of the age of puberty XVII ; downy 
XVIII. -F. pubescent or L. pubescent-, -ens, 
prp. of pubescere reach the age of puberty. 
pubE·SCENCE. XVII. 

public p11.·blik pert. to the people or to a 
community as a whole xv; sb. inp. (tr. F. en 
public, L. in publico) xv; the state or com
monwealth; the community as a whole xvn; 
short for p. house (xvn), i.e. of entertainment 



PUBLISH 

XVIII. - (O)F. public, -ique or L. publicus, 
based on pubes adult (see prec.) with cross
ing from poplicus, f. populus PEOPLE; see -Ic. 
So pu·blicAN tax-gatherer XII; keeper of a 
public house XVIII. - (O)F. publicain- L. 
piiblictinus orig. farmer general of the 
revenues, f. publicum public revenue, sb. 
use of n. of publicus. pu·bliciST -isist one 
learned in international law XVIII ; political 
journalist XIX; publicity agent XX. -F., f. 
L. (jus) publicum public law. publiciTY 
-i•siti being open to public observation XVIII; 
making things public xx. - F. pu·bli
CIZE. XX. 

publish pA·bliJ make publicly known XIV; 
issue copies of (a book, etc.) to the public 
XVI. ME. puplise, -ische, publishe, f. stem of 
OF. puplier, (also mod.) publier- L. publi
ciire make public, f. publicus; see -ISH 2• So 
publicA·TION. XIV. - (O)F.- L. 

puccoon pAkii·n N. Amer. plant yielding 
a red pigment. XVII (Capt. Smith). Algon
quian. 

puce pjus purplish-brown. XVIII. - (O)F. 
puce flea (couleur puce 'flea colour' XVII) :
L. pulicem, piilex, ult. rei. to FLEA, 

Puck pAk dial. Pook? tevil spirit or 
demon, spec. the Devil OE. ; mischievous 
sprite, called also Robin Goodfellow and 
Hobgoblin XVI. Late OE. piica (in glosses 
and place-names) = ON. puki mischievous 
demon; cf. W.pwca,pwci, Ir.puca; whether 
Germ. or Celtic origin is prior is uncertain. 

pucka see PUKKA. 

pucker pA·k;}.I contract into wrinkles. XVI. 
pro b. frequent. f. base pok- of POKE1, POCKET, 
as if 'make pockets', 'form into bag-like 
gatherings'; see -ER4• Cf. F. faire des poches 
bag, pucker. Hence pu·cker sb. XVIII. 

pud pAd hand of a child, paw of an ammal. 
XVII. Nursery word of unkn. origin, but 
poss. var. of PAD. Hence (perh.) pudsy 
pA·dzi plump xvnr, poss. alt. to pudgy 
pA·d3i short and thick, whence by back
formation pudge short thickset person XIX 
(cf. PODGE). 

pudding pu·dil) animal's stomach or in
testine stuffed with meat, etc. XIII; (dial.) 
pl. entrails xv ; preparation of food with 
basis of flour boiled, orig. in a bag XVI. ME. 
poding, puddyng, corr. in meaning to (O)F. 
boudin, which it is difficult or impossible to 
connect formally. g Similar words in Germ. 
and Celtic langs. are from Eng. 

puddle pA·dl small dirty pool. XIV (R. 
Mannyng). ME. podel, later puddel, dim. 
of OE. pudd ditch, furrow; see -LE1• Cf. 
OE. pydel (see PIDDLE) and G. dial. pudel, 
pfudel. So pu·ddle vb. dabble in mud, etc. 
xv; make muddy XVI; stir (molten iron) 
XVIII. Cf. Du. poedelen, LG. pud(d)eln. 
'1[ W. pwdel is from Eng. 

PUISNE 

pudendum, pl. -enda pjude·nd;:,m, -d;:, 
private parts XVII (once XIV). -late L. pu
denda, sb. use of n. sg. and pl. of pudendus 
gerundive of L. pudet it is shameful. 

puerile pju;:,·rail pert. to a boy or child, esp. 
in depreciation. xvn. -F. pueril or L. 
puerilis, f. puer boy, child (:- *poweros; cf. 
Gr. pafs child:- *pawis); see -ILE and cf. 
PUSILLANIMOUS. So pueriliTY pju;:,.Ji•liti. 
XVI. -F. or L. 

puerperal pju;}·.Ip;:,r;:,l pert. to parturition. 
XVIII. f. L. puerperus parturient, f. puer 
child + -parus bringing forth ; see prec., 
PARENT, -AL'. 

puff pAf short emission of air or vapour XIII 
(AncrR.); swollen or inflated object (light 
pastry; cf. LG. pujje, puffebrodt) xv; 
(exaggerated) commendation XVII. So vb. 
expel breath with the lips XIII ; inflate XVI. 
In the earliest exx. puf sb., puffe vb., pt. 
pufte, the u may denote either u or li, and 
may repr. OE. *puf or pyf(f) sb., *puff an or 
pyffan (imper. pyj, pt. pyfte, prp. piffende; 
also tipyffan exhale), corr. to (M)Du. puff en, 
Du. pof, poffen, LG. pof, puf. The vb. is 
recorded in 'South English Legendary' (xiii) 
as poffe breathe (r.w. astoffe stifle) and in 
PPI. and Ch. aspoffe,puffe. Of echoic origin, 
imit. of the sound of the breath. 

puffin pA·fin sea-bird of the genus Frater
cula. XIV. Late ME. poffo(u)n, pophyn (AL. 
poffo), of unkn. origin, perh. Cornish (the 
earliest reference concerns Scilly in the 
duchy of Cornwall); prob. assim. later to 
PUFF on account of the bird's plump or 
puffed-out appearance. 

pug1 pAg tterm of endearment ; tcourte
san, harlot ; bargeman XVI ; timp ; monkey 
XVII ; dwarf breed of dog XVIII ; genus of 
moths XIX. poss. of LDu. origin ; cf. WFlem. 
Pugge, substituted for a Christian name, as 
Pugge Willems (De Bo). 

pug2 pAg (dial.) pull, tug XVI; in techn. uses 
expressing stamping or thrusting action XIX. 
perh. symbolic formation with structure re
sembling that of lug, plug, slug, tug. Cf. 
WFlem. pug(ge) hard prod, kick, knock. 

puggaree pA•g;)ri Indian native's light 
turban XVII ; scarf or veil wound round a 
sun helmet XIX. - Hind. pagri. 

pugilist pju·d3ilist boxer. XVIII. f. L. pugil 
(for the ending cf. vigil), f. base of pugnus 
fist, pugmire fight, perh. identical with that 
of pungere (pt. pupugi) prick (see POINT) ; cf., 
however, Gr. plix with the fist, pugmdkhos 
pugilist,pugmefist, boxing; see -rsT. pugnA
crous pAgnei·J;>s disposed to fight. XVII. 
f. L. pugniici-, -iix, f. pugniire, f. pugnus. 
pugnaciTY -me·siti. XVII. - L. 

puisne pjii·ni younger, junior (now only of 
judges). XVI. Legal sp. of PUNY. 

[72I] 



PUISSANT 

puissant pju:is;mt, pwi·sant, pjui·sant 
(arch.) powerful. xv. - (O)F. puissant = 

Pr. poissan :- Gallo-Rom. *possiantem (f. 
L. posse), for L. potentem, -ens POTENT. So 
puisSANCE. xv. - (O)F. puissance= Pr. 
poissansa, -ensa. 

puke pjiik vomit. XVI (Sh. ; somewhat 
earlier in pewkishnesse, Mulcaster rs8r). 
prob. of imit. origin; cf., for similar expres
sive elements, LG. (whence G.) spucken, 
Flem. spukken spew, spit, and SPEW. 

pukka, pucka pil:ka of full weight; genuine; 
reliable, pennanent. xvn. - Hindi pakkii 
ripe, mature, cooked, made of brick, finn, 
strong. 

pule pjiil whine, cry plaintively. XVI. prob. 
of imit. origin; cf. F. piauler, dial. piouler 
chirp, whine, and MEWL. 

pull pul (dial.) pluck ; drag or tug at. Late 
OE. pullian, also iipullian, having ostensible 
similarity in form and sense to LG. pulen 
shell, strip, pluck, MDu. polen 'decorticare' 
(Kilian), and (M)LG. pule, Du. peul husk, 
shell, the meaning 'pluck, snatch' being 
prob. the original (cf. PLUCK); the sense 
'take a draught of' (xv) is in Du., LG. pullen. 
Hence sb. XIV. 

pullet pu·lit young hen of the domestic 
fowl. XIV (PP!.). - (O)F. poulet, fern. -ette, 
dim. of poule hen = Pr. pola, Sp., It. polla 
:- Rom. *pulla, fern. of L. pullus young 
animal, chicken (see FOAL); cf. POULTRY. 

pulley pu·li grooved wheel for cord to pass 
over used for changing direction of power. 
XIV. 'ME. poley- OF. polie (mod. poulie) = 
Pr. poleja (whence Sp. polea, Pg. pole), 
It. puleggia :- Rom. *polidia (n. pl. used as 
fern. sg.), pl. of *polidium, pro b. - medGr. 
*polidion, dim. of p6los POLE2, also windlass, 
capstan. 

pullicate pu ·likdt coloured handkerchief 
orig. made at Pulicat on the :Madras coast, 
India. XVIII. 

pullman pu·lman railway carriage con
structed as a saloon. XIX. f. name of the 
designer, George M. Pullman (r831-97), of 
Chicago, U.S.A. 

pullulate pA·ljoleit sprout XVII; swarm XIX. 
f. pp. stem of L. pulluliire spring forth, grow 
(whence F. pulluler swarm), f. pullulus, dim. 
of pullus young of an animal, chick ( cf. 
FOAL); see -ATE3 • 

pulmonary pA·lmanari pert. to the lungs. 
XVIII. - L. pulmomirius, f. pulmon-, pulmo 
lung, rei. obscurely to synon. Gr. pleumon, 
OSI.pijustap!., OPruss. plauti; see -ARY and 
cf. F. pulmonaire. 

pulp pAlp fleshy part of fruit, etc. XVI; soft 
formless mass XVII.- L.pulpa (whence also 
F. poulpe, It. polpa, etc.). 

PUMP 

pulpit pu·lpit raised structure from which 
a sermon is preached. xrv (R. Mannyng). 
- L. pulpitum scaffold, platform, stage, 
medL. pulpit (whence F. pupitre), prob. of 
alien origin. 

pulse1 pAls rhythmical dilatation of the 
arteries. xrv. ME. pous, pouce, later puis 
- OF.pous, later (latinized) pauls = Pr. pous, 
Cat. pols temple, It. polso :- L. pulsu-s beat
ing (spec. vendrum of the veins) :- *pelssos 
f. base of pellere drive, beat. So pulse vb. 
tdrive; pulsate. XVI. - L. pulsiire, frequent. 
of pellere; pu·lsATE3• xvm; pulsA·TION. 
XVI. - L. Cf. PUSH, REPULSE. 

pulse• pAls edible seeds of leguminous 
plants. XIII. ME. pols- OF. pols (mod. 
dial. poul(s), pou) :- L. puts (pult-) thick 
pottage of meal or pulse (cf. Gr. p6ltos 
porridge), rei. to POLLEN. Latinized in form 
from xv. 

pulverize pA·lvaraiz reducetopowder. xvr. 
-late L. pulveriziire (Vegetius), f. pulver-, 
pulvis dust, rei. to POLLEN; cf. F. pulveriser 
(Pare); see POWDER, -IZE. So pulverULENT 
pAlve·rjOlant powdery, crumbling. XVII. -L. 

puma pjii·ma feline quadruped Felis con
color. XVIII. - Sp. puma - Quechua puma. 

pumice pA·mis porous kind of lava. xv. 
Late ME. pomys - OF. pomis - L. dial. 
pomice-m, var. of pumicem, nom. pumex; cf. 
POUNCE 2• The present sp. shows reversion 
to the orig. L. form, but the pronunc. has 
not been infl. OE. pumic(stdn), corr. to 
MLG. pomes, MDu. pums(e), OHG. pumi!f, 
bumi!f (G. bimsjstein), was not repr. in ME.; 
the forms pumysch, pomege (xv), purnish 
(XVI-XVII) were prob. due to assim. of -is to 
-IsH\ -AGE. (Du. puimsteen is based on L. 
piimex.) 

pummel pA·ml beat repeatedly, esp. with 
the fist. XVI. Earlier pomell,poumile,pumble, 
f. POM:\1EL, the orig. sense being 'strike with 
the pommel of a sword (instead of the edge 
or point)'. 

pump1 p.rmp mechanical device for raising 
water, etc. xv. In earliest use naut.; corr. 
to late MDu. pompe wood or metal pipe, 
stone conduit, Du. pomp ship's pump, LG. 
pump(e), whence early modG. pumpe (XVI), 
Sw. pump, Da. pompe, F. pompe (xvi); the 
evidence is inadequate to decide whether 
the word was prior in Eng. or LG. The co
existence of synon. Eng. tplump (xv-xvn), 
G. dial. plumpe, plumpje, and Cat., Sp., Pg. 
bomba, suggests a series of more or less inde
pendent imit. formations. Hence pump vb. 
XVI ; cf. Du. pompen, etc. 

pump2 pAmp light close-fitting shoe. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin ; perh. from transf. joe. use 
of tpump shoe (xvr) (part of) the piston of 
a pump, so applied on account of its fitting 
close. 
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PUMPERNICKEL 

pumpernickel pA•mp:Jrnibl German rye 
bread. XVIII. G., of unkn. origin (earlier 
lout, booby). 

pumpkin pA·mPkin, (U.S. often pA·!)kin) 
kind of gourd, Cucurbita Pepo. XVII. alt. 
(by assim. of the ending to -KIN) of pumpion, 
earlier pompon- F. tpompon (whence also 
(M)Du. pompoen), nasalized form of tpopon, 
var. of *pepon- L. pepo(n-)- Gr. pepon 
large melon, sb. use ofpepon ripe (see cooK), 
for sikuos pepon kind of melon not eaten till 
quite ripe (the sikuos being eaten unripe). 

pun pAn play on like-sounding words. 
XVII (Dryden, x662, Eachard, 1670). prob. 
one of a group of clipped words which be
came fashionable in Restoration times (cf. 
CIT, MOB, NOB, PUNCH 2); app. short for 
tpundigrion, which occurs with tpunnet and 
quibble in 1676 (Roger L'Estrange), 'of 
which' it is said 'fifteen wiii not make up 
one single jest'; it has been conjectured that 
pundigrion may be a fanciful alteration of 
It. puntiglio fine point, PUNCTILIO, tcavil, 
tquibble. (An earlier term was clinch.) 
Hence vb. XVII (Eachard, 167o). pu·nsTER. 
xvrr (Congreve); contemp. with punner. 

punch1 pAn'S tdagger xv (rare); instrument 
for pricking or piercing XVI, for impressing 
a design XVII. Shortening of PUNCHEON1, 

which it has mostly superseded, if not f. 
PUNCH4 ; partly synon. with tpounce, of 
obscure origin. 

punch2 pAn'S (capital P) hump-backed 
short grotesque male figure ; principal char
acter in the puppet-show of Punch and Judy 
XVIII; short fat man (also adj.) XVII; one of 
a breed of thick-set horses (e.g. Suffolk p.) 
XIX. Shortening of PUNCHINELLO. 

punch3 pAn'S beverage from wine, spirits, 
mixed with hot water or milk, etc. XVII 
(1632). Stated by Fryer ('Account of East 
India', r698) to be the Marathi and Hindi 
ptinch (Skr. paiichan FIVE), so named from 
the five ingredients of the drink ; but the 
mod. pronunc. descends from earlier punS, 
which is not a normal repr. of the ti or a of 
the Indian word piinch, panch- (in camps.). 
The problem is complicated by the early 
occurrence of forms which appear to repr. 
bowl o' punch, but which may, however, 
point to an original of which punch is a 
shortening. q Taken from Eng. into many 
Eur. langs., as F. punch, Du. punch, G., Sw., 
Da. punsch, Sp., Pg. ponche, Russ. punsh. 

punch4 pAn'S (dial.) poke, prod, tstab XIV; 
pierce with holes; deliver a sharp blow at 
esp. with the fist XVI. var. of tpounce emboss, 
pink the edge of (xv), prob. of Rom. origin 
(cf. next). 

puncheon1 pA·n'f:Jn pointed tool or 
tweapon. XIV. Late ME.pons(y)on,ponchon 
-OF. poinson, po(i)nchon (mod. poinr:on) = 
Pr. pounclwun, Sp. punz6n, Pg. punr:iio, It. 
punzone :- Rom. *punctione(m), f. Rom. 
*punctiiire prick, punch, 

PUNISH 

puncheon2 pA·n1f:Jn (mostly Sc.) large cask 
(esp. one of specific capacity). xv. Identical 
in form with prec., but if it is the same word 
the sense-development is obscure. 

Punchinello pAn1Jine·lou principal char
acter in an Italian puppet show (see PUNCH 2). 

XVII (Pepys). Current from the outset in 
two main forms Policinello and Punchinello 
(with vars. in Pon-, -elle). -Neapolitan dial. 
Polecenella (1632, in Silvio Fiorillo's 'La 
Lucilia costante'), in literary It. Pulcinella, 
perh. based on dim. of pollecena young of 
the turkey-cock (to the hooked beak of 
which the nose of the mask of Punch bears 
some resemblance), f. pulcino chicken :
Rom. *pullicinu-s, f. L. pullus (see PULLET). 
q The forms in Pun- appear to have re
sulted from assim. of l to the following n. 

punctilio pA!)kti· liou tfine or minute point; 
minute detail of conduct. XVI (puntilio). 
-It. puntiglio, Sp. puntillo, dim. of punta 
POINT; with later assim. to L. punctum; cf. 
F. pointille- It. So puncti·lio1:s. XVII. 
- F. pointilleux. punctual pA·!)ktfual, 
-tjual pert. to a point or dot XIV; tbearing 
on the point, precise; tminutely observant 
of rule, etc.; exactly observant of appointed 
time xvn. - medL. punctuiilis, f. L. punctum 
POINT; cf. F. ponctuel and see -AL1 • So 
punctuA·LITY. XVII; cf. medL.punctuiilitiis, 
F. ponctualite. punctuate pA·!)ktJueit, 
-tjueit point out (rare) XVII; put the stops in 
(a sentence) XIX (formerly point XIV). f. pp. 
stem of medL. punctuiire prick, point, etc. 
(cf. F. ponctuer, It. puntuare), f. punctum 
POINT; see -ATE 3

• So punctuA•TION tpoint
ing of the psalms XVI ; insertion of vowel 
points in Hebrew, etc., of stops in a sentence 
XVII. - medL. punctuiitio; cf. F. ponctuation. 
puncture pA·!)ktf;u prick, perforation. 
XIV (rare before xvr). - L. punctiira, f. 
punct-, pp. stem of pungere prick; see 
PUNGENT, -URE. Hence vb. XVII. 

pundit pA·ndit learned Hindu. XVII. 
-Hindi PatJt/it :- Skr. patJ¢ita learned, 
skilled, sb. learned man, scholar, rei. to 
patJt/li understanding, learning ; cf. F. pandit, 
t-ite, Pg. pandito. 

pungent pA·nd3;Jnt pricking, sharp, keen. 
XVI. - L. pungent-, -ens, prp. of pungere 
prick, perh. f. base *pug- of pugnus fist, 
pugna fight, pugil boxer (cf. PUGILIST, PUG
NACIOUS); see -ENT. Superseded tpoinant, 
POIGNANT in several senses. 

Punic pju·nik Carthaginian. xv. - L. 
Piinicus, earlier Pmnicus, f. Pomus- Gr. 
Phoznix PH<ENICIAN; see -Ic; cf. F. punique. 

punish pA·niJ cause to suffer for an offence. 
XIV. ME. punisse, -ische- (O)F. puniss-, ex
tended stem (see -ISH 2) of punir :- L. punire, 
earlier pmnire, f. pama PAIN. Hence pu·nish
MENT. XV~ -OF. punissement. So punitiVE 
pjii·nitiv. XVII. - F. punitif, -ive or medL. 
piinitivus, f. punit-, pp. stem of punire. 
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PUNK 

punk1 pAIJk (obs. or arch.) strumpet. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin. 

punk2 pAI)k (chiefly U.S.) touchwood. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin; t funk and spunk are 
syns. 

punkah pA'I)b portable fan XVII; fan of 
cloth stretched on a frame XIX. - Hindi 
pankhii fan :- Skr. pakshaka fan, f. paksha 
wing. 

punnet p<~.·nit (round) chip basket for fruit 
or vegetables, serving locally as a measure. 
XIX, perh. dim. f. pun, dial. var. of POUND1 ; 

see -ET. 

punt1 pAnt flat-bottomed shallow boat. xv. 
In earliest use (E. Anglian) pontebot, punte 
boot (BOAT)- MLG. punte, punto (LG. 
piinte, piinto) ferry-boat, mud-boat, corr. to 
late OE.punt (which did not survive), MDu. 
ponte (Du. pont) ferry-boat, pontoon- L. 
pont6 Gaulish transport vessel (Cresar), 
PONTOON. Hence vb. XIX. 

punt2 pAnt at cards, lay a stake against the 
bank. XVIII. - F. ponter, rei. to ponte punt 
in ombre, player against the bank- Sp. 
punto POINT (the Sp. word is used in ombre, 
quadrille, etc. for the ace of certain suits). 

punt• pAnt in Rugby football, kick (the ball) 
after dropping it from the hands before it 
reaches the ground. XIX. Appears (with the 
corr. sb.) in the 'Rules of Football at Rugby 
School' of I 845 ; pro b. spec. use of dial. punt 
push with force, bunt (V/arwickshire, in 
which county Rugby is situated), poss. 
blending of bunt and put. 

punty, ponty p<~.·nti iron rod used in glass
blowing. XVII. -F. pontil- It. puntello, 
dim. of punto POINT. 

puny pju·ni tjunior, PUISNE; tinexperi
enced; of inferior size or strength. XVI. 
-OF. puisne (mod. puzne), f. puis (:- L. 
postea or Rom. *postius) afterwards + ne 
(:- L. niitu-s; cf. NATAL) born; the ending 
has been assim. to -Y1 • 

pup pAp young dog. XVIII. Back-formation 
f. PUPPY, as if this were a dim. in -Y6• 

pupa pjii·pa chrysalis. XIX. - modL. use 
by Linnreus (I758) of L. papa girl, doll; cf. 
PUPPET. 

pupil1 pjii•pll orphan who is a minor and 
hence a ward XIV (Wyc!. Bible); one under 
instruction XVI. - (O)F. pupille m. and fern. 
or its source, L. papillus, -illa orphan, ward, 
secondary dim. (on papulus, -ula) of pupus 
boy, papa girl. 

pupil 2 pjfl•pll circular opening in the iris 
of the eye. XVI. - (O)F. pupille or L. papilla 
(cf. Sp. pupila, It. pupilla), secondary dim. 
of papa girl, doll, pupil of the eye (see prec. ). 
The application of the L. words to the pupil 
of the eye is based on, or parallel to, that of 
Gr. k6re maiden, girl, doll, pupil (the allu
sion being to the tiny images of persons and 
things that may be seen therein). 

PURGE 

puppet p<~.•pit tdoll; (human) figure jointed 
and moving on strings or wires XVI ; lathe
head xvn. Earlier in deriv. pu·ppetRY 
(Tindale, I528); var. of P~PPET. 

puppy p<~.·pi tlap dog, toy dog xv; young 
dog XVI (Sh. ; also puppy-dog) ; contemp
tuously of a person XVI. Late ME. popi(e), 
corr. in form to OF. popee, (also mod.) 
poupee doll, lay figure, (contextually) toy, 
plaything:- Rom. *puppiita, f. *puppa (see 
POPPET, -Y6). 

purana purii:na sacred works of Hindu 
mythology. XVII. - Skr. purii!ld pert. to 
olden times, sb. tale of the past, f. purii 
formerly (cf. FORE-). 

purblind p;i•Jblaind tquite blind XIII; 
tblind in one eye XIV; partially blind, 
short- or dim-sighted XVI. orig. pur(e) 
blind, i.e. pur(e), ME. advb. use of PURE 
(with assim. to pour-, pur-), and BLIND adj. 
g For the change of sense from 'utterly' to 
'partially' cf. PARBOIL. 

purchase pa·.Itfas tcontrive, devise 
(RGlouc.); tprocure, acquire XIII (S. Eng. 
Leg.); buy XIV (PPI.); (naut.) haul in or up 
(prob. orig. pull in rope with the two hands 
so as to 'gain' one portion over another) XVI. 
-AN. purchacer, OF. pourchacier seek to 
obtain, procure, f. intensive pur-, por-, pour
(:- L. pro-, PRo-1) + chacier (mod. chasser) 
CHASE. So pu·rchase sb. XIII (RGlouc.). 
-AN. pur-, OF. porchas, f. the vb. 

purdah pa· .Ida curtain, spec. to screen wo
men from sight XVIII ; system of seclusion of 
Indian women XIX. - Urdu- Pers. pardah. 

pure pjua.I not mixed XIII (RG!ouc.); guilt
less, innocent XIV (Rolle); chaste xv (Lydg.). 
- (O)F. pur, fern. pure = Pr. pur, Sp., It. 
puro :- L. piiru-s, rei. to Skr. pavitdr- puri
fier, putds purified, (with divergent sense) 
Ir. ur, Gael. ir green, fresh. So pu·riFY, 
pu:riFICA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or (late) L. 
pu·rrsT one who affects strict purity or cor
rectness. XVIII. -F. puriste. pu·riTY. XIII 
(purete, AncrR.). - (O)F. purete, with later 
assim. to late L. 

puree pilre soup made from vegetables, etc. 
pulped and passed through a sieve. XIX. 
- (O)F. puree, f. (with L. suffix -iita -ATE1) 

purer purify, squeeze (fruits, etc.) to obtain 
the pulp :- L. piiriire, f. purus PURE. 

purfte pa·.Ifl adorn with a border. XIV. 
-OF. purfiler = Pr., Sp. porfilar, It. pro
filare- Rom. *profiliire, f. pro PRo-'+ filum 
(cf. PROFILE). 

purge pa.1d3 A. make pure, cleanse, free 
from guilt XIV (Rolle); B. empty (the bowels) 
xv. - (O)F. purger = Pr., Sp. purgar, It. 
purgare :- L. purgiire purify, for piirigtire, f. 
parus PURE. So purgA•TION paJg-. XIV. -
(O)F. or L. pu•rgATIVE. xv.- O(F.) or late L. 
purgatORY1 pa.I·gatari condition or place of 
spiritual purging. XIII (AncrR.). -AN. 
purgatorie, (O)F. purgatoire- medL. purgii-



PURITAN 

torium (St. Bernard XII), sb. use of n. of 
late L. purgiitorius cleansing, f. pp. stem of 
purgiire. Hence purgato·riAL. xv. 

Puritan pjua·rit;m Protestant who aimed 
at further purification of Reformed doctrine 
and practice. XVI. f.late L. piiritiis PURITY+ 
-AN, perh. after F. puritain (Ronsard, rs64) 
or modL. piiritiinus ; prob. modelled on 
medL. Cathari, Catharistre name assumed 
by the Novatian heretics, f. Gr. kathar6s 
pure. (tCatharan was a contemporary, and 
tCatharite an earlier synon. of Puritan.) 
Hence puritanrc, -ICAL -re·nik(l). XVII. 
q Early evidence points to its being a self
assumed name, the hostile application being 
later. · 

purl1 pa.rl cord made of twisted gold or 
silver wire ; tpleat, frill XVI ; loop on the 
edge of lace, etc. XVII; inversion of stitches 
in knitting producing a ribbed appearance 
XIX (often spelt pearl). So vb. XVI. orig. 
pyrle, pirle, of unkn. origin. q The last 
sense of the sb. may be a different word. 

purl" pa.rl (of water) whirl with a murmur
ing sound. XVI. So sb. tsmall rill XVI; 
purling motion or sound XVII. pro b. imit.; 
cf. Norw. purla bubble up, gush out, Sw. 
dial. porla ripple, gurgle. 

purl" pa.rl revolve, whirl round XVIII; tum 
head over heels XIX. perh. identical with 
PURL1• Hence pu•rlER1 headlong fall, swinge
ing blow. XIX. 

purlieu pa·.rlju, pa·;di tract of land on the 
border of a forest xv; (one's) haunt or 
bounds ; outlying district, esp. of a mean 
sort XVII. orig. purlew, presumably alt. (by 
assim. to leu place, LIEU) of AN. purale(e), 
-ley (str. on the first syll.) perambulation, 
tract of land between the wider bounds of a 
forest and those fixed by a perambulation 
(in AL. purale, porale, purlea), OF. poural
lee, f.po(u)raler traverse, f.por-,pour- (:- L. 
pro forth)+aller go; the colloq. pronunc. is 
repr. by the form purley (XVI; still current 
xx); cf. Beaulieu, pronounced as Bewley. 

pur lin pa·.rlin (archit:) horizontal beam run
ning along the length of a roof. xv. In AL. 
perlion- (xv), pass. f. L. per through, PER-+ 
stem of ligiire bind (see LIGATURE; cf. F. lien 
tie in carpentry). 

PURSUE 

For dissimilation of r .. r in this word cf. 
Pr. polpra, OSp. porpola, and MARBLE. 
(Before rsoo the commoner form was 
purpur(e), partly repr. OE. purpure, ME. 
purpre, purper, -ur, partly - OF. purpre 
(mod. pourpre) ;- L. purpura.) 

purport pa·.rpii.rt tenor or substance of a 
document, etc. xv. -AN., OF. pur-, 
porport produce, contents, f. purporter ;
medL. proportiire (in AL. XII), f. L. pro 
PRo-'+portiire carry, bear (cf. DEPORT, etc.). 
So purpo·rt vb. state, mean. XVI. -OF. 
purporter. Sc. tproport is earlier (xrv) -
OF. var. proporter. 

purpose pa·.1pas object in view XIII (S. Eng. 
Leg.); intention, aim; matter in hand, now 
only in phr. to the p. XIV; on p. by design 
(xvr, Sh.), earlier (dial.) a p. (XVI), of p. (xv). 
-OF. porpos, purpos (mod. propos, after L. 
propositum), f. por-, purposer design, intend 
(whence pu·rpose vb. XIV, Wycl. Bible, 
Gower, Ch.), f. L. proponere PROPOSE, after 
poser (see POSE1). 

purpresture pa.rpre·stjua.r (leg.) illegal en
closure of or encroachment on property. 
xv. -OF. pur-, porpresture, alt. of por
presure, f. porprendre occupy, usurp, 
enclose, f. por- (;- L. pro PRO-')+prendre 
take (:- L. pra::hendere; see PREY). 

purr pa.I sb. and vb. imit. of the vibratory 
sound made by a cat ; first recorded from 
Sh. (XVII) in the sb. q Other langs. have 
various forms containing r, as F. ronron, 
G. schnurren, Du. snorren. 

purse pa.rs money-bag of leather, etc. OE. 
purs (with p after pung purse, pusa wallet) 
- late L. bursa, var. of byrsa- Gr. bursa 
leather, bag (cf. BURSAR). OF. bourse, Pr., 
It. borsa, Sp., Pg. bolsa purse vb. pocket XIV 
(R. Mannyng); wrinkle XVII (Sh.). Hence 
pursER1 pa·.rsa.r tmaker of purses; purse
bearer, treasurer, esp. ship's officer who 
keeps the accounts and provisions, orig. 
charged only with the commissariat. xv. 

purslane, -ain pa· .rshm herb Portulaca 
oleracea. xrv. Late ME. purcelan(e)- OF. 
porcelaine, identical in form with the F. 
word for PORCELAIN, and prob. assim. to 
that from L. porcil(l)iica (Pliny), more usu. 
portulaca (another name wasporcastrum, IV). 

purloin pa.rloi·n t remove, do away with pursue pa.rsju· follow with intent to over-
xv; take dishonestly XVI. -AN. purloigner, take, formerly with hostility. xrrr (prosecute 
OF. porloigner, f. por-, pour-(:- L.pr6 forth, at law xvi, esp. Sc.). ME. pursiwe, -sewe-
PR0-1)+loign (mod. loin) far(:- L.longe far, AN. pursiwer, -suer = OF. porsivre (mod. 
adv. of longus LONG'). poursuivre) = Pr., Sp. per-, proseguir, etc. 

purple pa·.rpl (orig.) of crimson or other :- Rom. *per-, *pr6sequere, for L. prosequi 
red colour; (later) of a colour obtained by PROSECUTE. So pursu·ANT consequent and 
mixing red and blue OE.; sb. xv. OE. (late conformable. XVII. pursu·ANCE. XVI. pur-
Nhb.) purple, reduced and dissimilated form suit pa.rsju·t tpersecution XIV (Wycl., 
of purpuran, obi. case of purpure 'purple' Trev.); tsuit, petition XIV (Ch.); act of 
clothing or garment - L. purpura (whence pursuing xv; following of an occupation XVI. 
alsoOHG.purpura, G.purpur, ON.purpuri, - (O)F. poursuite (see sun). pursuivANT 
Goth. paurpaura) - Gr. porphurii shellfish pa·.rswivant junior officer attendant on 
that yielded the Tyrian purple dye, dye it- heralds. XIV (Ch.). - OF. pursivant, sb. use 
self, cloth dyed therewith (cf. PORPHYRY). of prp. of pursivre. 
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PURSY 

pursy p5·.rsi tshort-winded xv; (arch.) 
corpulent xvr. Later form of tpursive, -if 
- AN.porsij, alt. ofOF.polsif(mod.poussij), 
f. polser breathe with difficulty, pant :- L. 
pulsare drive or agitate violently (see PUSH); 
pro b. assoc. with purse; for the ending cf. 
hasty, jolly, tardy. 

purulent pjua·rlul;mt of the nature of pus. 
XVI. - L. purulent-, f. pur-, PUS j see -ULENT. 

purvey pa.rvei· tsee to, foresee; provide, 
supply. XIII (RGlouc.). ME. porvaie, -veie 
-AN. par-, purveier, OF. porveeir (mod. 
poun·oir) = Pr. provezer, Sp. proveer, etc. 
:- L. providere PROVIDE. So purvey·on1• 

XIII (Cursor M.). -AN. purveur, OF. por
veour, -eur. 

purview p5·.rvju body of a statute, following 
the preamble xv; scope of a document, etc. 
XVIII. -AN. purveu, OF. porveu (mod. 
pourvu), pp. of porveeir PURVEY; orig. clause 
introduced by purveu est it is provided, or 
purveu que provided that. 

purwanah pa.rwa·na letter of authority, 
licence. xvu. -Urdu- Pers. parwanah. 

pus pAs matter produced by suppuration. 
XVI. - L. piis, g. pilris (cf. PURULENT, 
PUTRID, SUPPURATE), having cogns. in Gr., 
Skr., Arm., Lith., and Germ. (see FOUL). 

Puseyite pjii·ziait follower of the Tracta
rian opinions of the Rev. Edward Bouverie 
Pusey (r8oo-82); see -ITE. XIX. 

push puf use force to press or thrust away, 
etc. XIII (pt. puste). -AN. *pusser, (O)F. 
pousser, tpou(l)ser (repr. earlier in repousser 
REPULSE) = Pr. polsar, Sp. pujar :- L. pul
sare, frequent. f. puls-, pp. stem of pellere 
drive, thrust (cf. COMPEL, etc.). Hence sb. 
(XVI) ; cf. F. pousse (xv). «1f For the develop
ment of F. -ss- cf. BRUSH, -ISH 2, QUASH. 

Pushtoo, Pashto pA"ftii language of the 
Afghans. XIX. 

pusillanimous pjus-, pjiizihe·nimas faint
hearted, mean-spirited. XVI. f. late L. 
piisillanimis (rendering Gr. o'Atyo.fvxos), f. 
piisillus very small, weak (f. pusus boy, pusa 
girl, rei. to puer boy; cf. PUERILE)+ animus 
mind; see ANIMATE, -ous. 

puss pus cat, esp. as a call name XVI (also 
puss-cat); hare; applied to a girl or woman 
XVII. prob.- MLG. pus (also piiskatte), 
Du. poes; cf. Ir., Gael. pus; of unkn. origin. 
Hence pussv6 pu·si. XVIII. 

pustule pA·stjiil pimple. XIV. - (O)F. 
pustule or L. pustula (also pussula, pusula) 
blister, f. imit. base *pu- *phu- blow, inflate, 
repr. with different extensions by Gr. pln1sa 
bellows, breath, bubble (cf. PHYSETER), 
Lith. puczizl, piisti blow, Skr. pupphusas 
lung, phutkar6ti blow (cf. PHUT). See -ULE. 

put1 put (obs. or dial.) push, thrust, knock, 
butt (cf. PUTT); transf. in various applica
tions ranging from forcing or urging to 

PYCNO-

placing or setting in a place or position. 
Fully evidenced from XII onwards; inf. 
puten, pt. putte, pp. put (later putted), repr. 
OE. *putian (u of uncertain quantity), 
repr. only in noun of action putung in
stigation; parallel forms are OE. potian, 
ME. pote, potte, mod. dial. pot, OE. 
pytan (iit out), apytan put out, ME. pitte, 
pp. (i)pit, mod. dial. pit; ult. 'origin unkn. 
«11 Similar synon. Scand. dial. forms are of 
recent date; W. pzvtio, Gael. put are from 
Eng. 

put2 see PUTT. 
putative pji:t·tativ that is such .by repute. 

xv. - (O)F. putatif or late L. putativus 
(Tertullian), f. pp. stem of L. puttire (1) 
prune, (2) reckon, think (perh. orig. two 
distinct bases); see -IVE. «1f The base is 
repr. also in amputate, compute, depute, 
dispute, impute, repute, and the corr. sbs. 

putlock, putlog pA·tbk, -l;:,g short hori
zontal timber in scaffolding. XVII. perh. 
f. put, pp. of PUT1 ; the form -lock, which is 
much the earlier, is obscure. 

putrefaction pjiitrifa:·kfan rotting, de
composition. XIV. - (O)F. putrefaction or 
late L. putrefactio(n-), f. L. putrefacere, f. 
putr-, puter rotten + facere make, D01• So 
pu ·treFY xv. - L. putrefacere; cf. F. putrefier 
(xvr). pu·trml rotten. xvr. - L. putridus, 
f. putrere rot, f. puter, rei. to PUS. putrE·
SCENCE XVII, -ESCENT XVIII. 

putt, put pAt (Sc.) tpush, shove XVI; 
throw, hurl (stone or weight) XVIII (spec. in 
golf of striking the ball). Formally identical 
with PUT\ with differentiated pronunc. and 
pt. and pp. putted. 

puttee pA'ti strip of cloth wound spirally 
round the leg. XIX. - Hindi patti band, 
bandage; cf. synon. Skr. patta, f. pat split, 
cleave, tear. 

putty pA·ti jeweller's polishing powder; 
plasterer's fine cement XVII; glazier's ce
ment for fixing panes xvm. - F. potee pot
ter's glaze, jeweller's putty, loam for moulds, 
orig. potful (xn), f. pot, POT; see -Y5• 

puzzle pA·zl embarrass, perplex, bewilder. 
XVI. - Of late-XVI emergence (pusle, 
puzzell), unless preceded by late ME. pp. 
poselet (r.w. hoselet houselled), which, 
except for chronological difficulties, might 
be f. POSE2 (xvr)+-LE3 ; the origin remains 
unknown. Hence sb. XVII (Bacon). 

puzzolana var. of POZZOLANA. 
pya:mia, pyemia paii·mia (path.) blood

poisoning marked by the formation of 
pus foci. XIX. modL., f. Gr. puon pus+ 
haima blood (cf. HJEMO-); see -IA1• 

pycno- pi·kno(u), before a vowel pycn-, 
repr. Gr. pykno-, comb. form of pukn6s 
thick, dense, as in py·cnodont (Gr. odont-, 
od6n TOOTH), of the genus Pycnodus or 
family Pycnodontidm of ganoid fishes having 
obtuse teeth XIX. 



PYGMY 

pygmy, pigmy pi·gmi member of a race 
of very small men XIV (Trevisa, Wyclif, 
Maund.); gen. (also adj.) xvr. In earliest 
use pl. pygmeis - L. pygm;;ei, pl. of pygmreus 
- Gr. pugma'ios dwarf( ish), f. pugm~ measure 
of length from elbow to knuckles, fist (see 
PUGILIST). 

pyjamas, U.S. pajamas pid3ii·m;:,z, p;:,
d3ii•m;:,z (prop.) loose trousers tied round 
the waist, (by extension) sleeping suit of 
these with jacket. xvm. -Urdu ptie 
jtimah, f. Pers. ptie, pay FOOT,jtimah clothing. 

pylon pai·bn (archit.) gateway XIX; tower, 
mast, etc. marking a course, supporting a 
span of wire, etc. xx. -Gr. pultin, f. pule 
gate. 

pylorus pail5·r;~s (anat.) opening from the 
stomach into the duodenum. xvn. -late 
L. pylorus ( Crelius Aurelianus) - Gr. pulor6s, 
pulour6s gate-keeper, f. pule gate-t-ouros 
watcher, warder. 

pyo- paiou, before a vowel py-, comb. form 
of Gr. pzion PUS, as in pyorrhrea paiori·;~ 
(path.) discharge of pus. xvm. modL. 
(rhofti flow, flux; cf. RHEO-; RHEUM). 

pyramid pi-r;:,mid monumental (esp. 
Egyptian) structure with polygonal base and 
sloping sides meeting in an apex; pile of this 
shape. XVI (Eden, Dee). orig. used in L. form 
pyramis (-id-)- Gr. puramis, -id- (Hero
dotus), of alien origin. So pyramidAL1 

pirre·mid;~l. xvr. - medL. 

pyre pai;~J pile of combustible material, 
funeral pi!~. XVII (Sir T. Browne). - L. pyra 
- Gr. purii, f. pur-, pur FIRE, 

pyrethrum pairi·pr;:,m pellitory of Spain, 
Anacyclus Pyrethrum xvr; feverfew xrx. 
L. (Pliny) PELLITORY- Gr. pzirethron fever
few, perh. f. puret6s fever (see next). 

pyretic pai(;:>)re·tik pert. to fever. xrx. 
- modL. pyreticus, f. Gr. puret6s fever, 
f. pur FIRE; see -rc. 

pyrexia pai(;:,)re·ksi;, (path.) febrile disease. 
xvm. modL., f. Gr. purexis, f. puressein be 
feverish, f. pilr ; see prec., -IA 1 • 

pyrites pirai·tiz, pai(:>)- tfire-stone; sul
phi~e of iron. xvr. - L. pyrites (Pliny)- Gr. 
purltes sb. use (sc. lithos stone) of adj. pert. 
to fire, f. pur-, pilr FIRE; see -ITE. 

QUACK 

pyro- pai;:>·ro(u), pai(a)m· comb. form of 
Gr. pur FIRE, in many techn. terms; in Eng. 
use first in pyrotechny pai(:>)·ro(u)tekni 
tmanufacture of gunpowder, firearms, etc.; 
ttechnical use of fire XVI; making and use of 
fireworks XVII. -F. pyrotechnie- modL. 
pyrotechnia, (Gr. tekhne art; cf. TECHNICAL). 
So pyrote·chNIC XVIII, -!CAL. XVII. 

pyrrhic pi•rik (pros.) foot of ancient Gr. 
and L. verse v v, XVII (Jonson). - L. 
pyrrhichius- Gr. purrhfkhios, f. purrhikhe 
war dance; see foil.; -rc. 

Pyrrhic1 pi·rik war-dance of ancient 
Greeks. xvr. - L. pyrrhicha or Gr. 
purrhikhe, said to be named from the 
inventor, Purrhikhos. 

Pyrrhic2 pi·rik P. victory, one gained at too 
great cost, like that by Pyrrhus, king of 
Epirus, over the Romans at Asculum. XIX. 
f. Pyrrhus-t--rc. 

pyrus paia·r;:>s genus of rosaceous trees 
(pear, apple, etc.). XIX. med. and modL. 
var. of L. pirus PEAR-tree. 

Pythagorean paipregori·;m pert. to Pytha
goras, ancient Gr. philosopher (vr D.c.). 
xvr. Formerly tPythago·rian, -o·rean (Cow
ley, Dryden), in Bailey 1731 Pythago·rean, 
1736 Pythagore·an. f. L. Pythagoreus, -ius 
-Gr. Piithag6reios, f. Piithag6ras; see -EAN. 

Pythian pi·pi;:>n pert. to Delphi, its oracle, 
or priestess of Apollo there. xvn (P. games, 
P. Apollo). f. L. Pythius- Gr. Pzithios, f. 
Piithon; see next and •IAN. 

python pai·]J;:>n (Gr. myth.) huge serpent 
slain by Apollo near Delphi XVI; (zoo!.) 
genus of large snakes xrx. - L. Python 
-Gr. PiithOn. 

pythoness pai·p;:>nes female soothsayer, 
witch. XIV (Barbour, Ch.). Late ME. 
phitones(se)- OF. phitonise (mod. pythonisse) 
- medL. phitonissa, for late L. pythonissa 
(Vulg., I Chron. x 13), fern. of pythO (Deut. 
xviii II, etc.)) -late Gr. pilthon (Acts xvi 
I6), identical with piithon PYTHON; like the 
F. word finally assim. to the L. form; see 
-Ess1 • 

pyx piks vessel for the reservation of the 
Host xrv; box at the Royal Mint in which 
gold and silver coins are deposited to be 
tested xvr. - L. pyxis -late Gr. puxis BOX2

• 

t1f The L. form is current as a technical term 
of anatomy and botany. 

Q 
qua kwei in the capacity or status of. XVII. 

L. quti, abl. sg. fern. of qui wHo, corr. in use 
to Gr. Ti, d. sg. fern. of os who. 

quack1 kwrek (of a duck) utter its charac-

tensttc cry. xvn. imit., often repeated; cf. 
Du. kwakken, G. quacken croak. t1f Early 
vars. are tquake XVI (cf. Du. kzvaken, G. 
quaken croak, quack), tqueke XIV (cf. Du. 
kzvekken), quackle xvr (cf. MLG. quackelen, 



QUACK 

G. quakeln prattle). (j[ F. has coin coin, G. 
gack gack, pack pack, It. qua qua, Rum. mac 
mac, Da. rap rap. 

quack2 kwrek ignorant pretender to (medi
cal or surgical) knowledge or skill. XVII. 
Short for quacksalver kwre·ksre:lv'l.t XVI 
(now rare)- early modDu. quacksalver (now 
ku:akzalver, whence G. quacksalber), of which 
the second el. is f. salf, zalf SALVE, and the 
first is pro b. the stem of tquacken, kwakken 
prattle. (j[ For the shortening cf. RAKE3, 

SAP', WAG 2• 

quad1 kw<>d Oxford University abbrev. of 
QUADRANGLE. XIX. 

quad 2 kw<>d abbrev. of (typogr.) QUADRAT 
(xix), QliADRUPLET (esp. pl. quads) (XIX). 

quadragenarian kw<>:dr:ld3im:~·ri:m (one) 
forty years old. XIX. f. late L. quadrii
geniirius, f. quadriigeni, distrib. of quadrii
gintti. Also -a·rrous. XVII. quadragesimal 
kw<>dr;:~d3e·sim;:~l (of a fast) lasting forty 
days ; of Lent, Lenten. XVII. - late L. 
quadrligesimiilis, f. Quadragesima, name of 
the first Sunday in Lent and reckoned the 
fortieth day before Easter, and hence of the 
whole season, sb. use (sc. dies day) offem. of 
L. quadrtigesimus fortieth, ordinal of quadrti
gintiiforty, f. quadrti-, repr. old n. of quattuor 
FOUR+-gintti, corr. to Gr. -konta; see -AL1• 

Cf. QUI"Qt:AGESIMA, SEPTUAGESIMA. 
quadrangle kw<>·drrel)gl, kw5drre·l)gl figure 
having four angles (and four sides) xv; 
squar.e or rectangular space or court XVI. 
-. (O)F. quadrangle or late L. quadrangulum, 
sb. use of n. of quadrangulus; see QUADRI-, 
ANGLE 2 • So quadra·ngulAR. XVI - medL. 
quadranguliiris (Boethius), tr. Gr. tetrdgonos 
TETRAGONAL. 

quadrant kw<>·dr:lnt tfourth part, quarter, 
now only of a quarter-circle; instrument (of 
the form of a graduated quarter-circle) used 
for making angular measurements. XIV. 
- L. quadrant-, -iins quarter, orig. of the as, 
f. quadr-, for *quatr-, comb. form of 
quattuor FOUR. 

quadrat kw<>·dr:lt tsquare XIV; (typogr.) 
small block of metal used for spacing XVII, 
- L. quadrtitum (or the deriv. F. quadrat), 
sb. use of n. of quadratus, pp. of quadrtire 
square (cf. quadrum sb., square), f. quadr-, 
var. of quattuor FOUR. (Quadrate adj. XIV 
and vb. XVI were formerly current in various 
senses.) So quadratiC kw<>drre·tik square; 
(math.) involving the second and no higher 
power of an unknown or variable. XVII. 
-F. quadratique or modL. quadrtiticus, 
f. quadratus. qua·dratuRE squaring. xvr. 
-F. or L. 

quadrennial kw<>dre·ni'll occurring every 
four years, lasting for four years. XVII. 
f. L. quadr(i)ennium+-AL1• 

quadri- kw<>·dri comb. form of L. quattuor 
FOUR, as in quadriLA'TERAL XVII, quadri
LI'TERAL XVIII, quadripa·rtite XV (L, parti
tus, pp. of partiri divide). 

QUAGMIRE 

quadrille1 k(w);,dri-1 card-game played by 
four persons with forty cards. XVIII. -F. 
quadrille (1725), perh.- Sp. cuartillo (f. 
cuarto fourth), with assim. to the original of 
next. 

quadrille• k(w);:~dri·l any of four groups of 
horsemen taking part in a tournament, etc. ; 
square dance performed by four couples. 
XVIII. -F. quadrille (r6r r)- Sp. cuadrilla, 
It. quadriglia troop, company, f. quadra 
square (cf. CADRE). 

quadrillion kw<>dri·lj'ln in Great Britain, 
fourth power of a million; in U.S.A. (as in 
France), fifth power of a thousand. XVII. 
-F. quadrillon, f. QUADRI- + m)illion; cf. 
BILLION, TRILLION. 

quadrivium kw<>dri·vi;,m see TRIVIUM. 

quadroon kw<>dru·n one who has a quarter 
of negro blood, XVIII. Earliest forms 
quartero(o)n (through F. quarteron)- Sp. 
cuarteron, f. cuarto fourth, quarter; later 
assim. to words in quadri-. 

quadru- kw<>·dru, kw<>drfl' var. of QUADRI
used before lip-cons., as in quadru·manous 
(xvm) (cf. F. quadrumane, Buffon) and next. 

quadruped kw<>·druped four-footed ani
mal. XVII (Sir T. Browne), -F. quadrupede 
or L. quadruped-, -pes, f. quadru-+pes; see 
prec. and FOOT. So quadru·pedAL1• XVII. 
- medL. (Bede), f. L. quadruped-. xvr. 

quadruple kw<>·drupl fourfold. xvi. 
(O)F quadruple - L. quadruplus; see 
QUADRU-, DUPLE, So vb. xrv. -F. or late L. 
quadru·plicATE 3 adj. and vb. XVII. - L. 
quadruplicA·TION XVI.- late L. qua·dru
plet one of four at a birth. XVIII; after 
triplet; abbrev. QUAD 2• 

qurere kwi;,·ri one may ask, it is a question; 
question, query. XVI. L. imper. of qurerere 
ask, inquire. Now usu. QUERY. 

qurestor kwi·st5.t (Rom. antiq.) official 
having charge of public finances. XIV. - L. 
qurestor, f. *qures-, old form of stem of 
qurerere (see prec.)-+-agent-suffix -TOR. 

quaff kwaf drink copiously or deeply. xvr. 
pro b. imit. ; in earliest use tquaft (More, 
Coverdale), tquaught (Palsgr.); cf. synon. 
tquass (xvr-xvii)- MLG. quassen eat or 
drink immoderately. 

quagga kwa:·g;, S. African animal allied to 
the ass and the zebra. XVIII. Said to be orig. 
Hottentot, but now Xhosa-Kaffir in the form 
iqwara (with guttural r). 

quagmire kwa:·g-, kw<>·gmai;}.I piece of wet 
boggy ground. XVI. f. (dial.) quag (xvi) + 
MIRE. The origin of the first el. is obscure; 
it may orig. denote quaking, as may also the 
similar els. of synon. and contemp. tquab-, 
tquack-, tquake-, tquall-, tquave-, tquaw
mire; perh. the original wasquab-(cf. quab(be), 
quob in ME. place names XII-XIII) and the 
source MLG. quabbe (Du. kwabbe), with 
later assim. to quake, etc. 



QUAIL 

quail1 kweil migratory bird allied to the 
partridge. XIV. -OF. quaille (mod. caille) 
= Pr. calha (whence OSp. coalla, It. 
quaglia) :- medL. coacula, prob. of imit. 
origin like, if not derived from, synon. 
MLG., MDu. quackele (Du. kwakkel), 
OHG. wahtala, qua(h)tala (G. Wachtel). 

quail2 kweil fail, give way xv; lose heart, 
be cowed XVI ; also trans. Of unkn. origin. 
(jJ Not in literary use after c.I6so until 
revived by Scott c.r8ro. 

quaint kweint fskilled, clever; fskilfully 
made, fine, elegant; tproud, fastidious XIII; 
fstrange, unfamiliar XIV; uncommon but 
attractive XVIII. ME. cointe, queinte- OF. 
cointe, queinte :- L. cognitu-s known, pp. of 
cognoscere ascertain, f. co- COM- + gnoscere 
KNOW. (jJ The development of the main 
senses took place in OF.; some of the stages 
are obscure. For the phonology cf. acquaint. 

quake kweik shake, tremble. OE. cwacian, 
rel. to cweccan (:- *kwakjan) shake (trans.), 
in mod. dial. quetch, quatch; cf. OS. 
quekilfk waving to and fro. (jJ For the 
symbolic CW-, qu- cf. QGAVER, QUIVER 2• 

Quaker kwei•b.z member of the Society of 
Friends. XVII (r653). f. QUAKE+-ER1• 'Shak
ing and quaking' was attributed to them. 
Formerly dyslogistic, perh. with ref. to 
'Sonne of man, eate thy bread with quaking' 
(Ezek. xii r8). (jJ Earlier (1647) recorded 
as being applied to a foreign religious sect 
of women settled in Southwark. 

qualify kwo·lifai invest with a quality or 
condition; modify, moderate. XVI. -F. 
qualifier - med.L. qutilificdre, f. qutilis of 
what kind, f. base of qui, quis WHO+-tilis 
-AL1 ; see -FY. So qua:lificA·TION. XVI- F. 
or medL. qualiTY kwo·liti tcharacter, 
disposition; ftitle, description XIII ; attri
bute, property; nature, kind; rank, position 
XIV; fprofession XVI. ME. qualite- (O)F. 
qualite- L. qutilittis (Cicero, rendering Gr. 
,.,.o,6T?JS), f. qutilis. So qua·litATIVE. xvu. 
-late L. 

qualm kwiim, kw5m feeling of faintness or 
sickness XVI ; strong scruple of conscience 
XVII. Of obscure origin; phonetically carr. 
forms either have inappropriate meanings 
or cannot be historically connected : OE. 
cw(e)alm pestilence, pain (rel. to QUELL), 
MLG. quallem, G. qualm (Du. kwalm) thick 
vapour or smoke. 

quandary kwo·nd;;~ri, (orig.) kwonde;;~·ri 
state of perplexity. XVI (Lily). Also fquan
dare (which is considered to be of L. 
form by Mulcaster 'First Part of the Ele
mentarie' xvii I I 1), as if f. L. quando WHEN 
treated as a verbal form with a corr. infin. 
quandare. Cf. tbackare back!, fjocundare 
merry mood, tvagare VAGARY, all XVI; 
such formations were pefh. modelled on 
CERTIORARI, of which a common var. was 
certiorare. 

QUARRY 

quantic kw;rntik (math.) rational, integral 
homogeneous function of two or more 
variables. XIX (Cayley). f. L. quantus how 
great (cf. next)+-Ic, with ref. to the degree 
(2nd, 3rd, 4th). 

quantity kwo·ntiti size, amount. XIV. 
- (O)F. quantite, corr. to Sp. c(u)antidad, 
It. quantita- L. quantittis (rendering Gr. 
7TDDO'T?JS), f. quantus how great, how much, 
f. base of qui, quis WHO; see -ITY. So 
qua·ntitATIVE. XVI. - medL. quantum 
kwo·nt;;~m amount required or allotted. 
XVII. - n. of L. quantus. 

quaquaversal kweikw;;~v;i·.zs<~l turning in 
every direction. XVIII. f. L. qutiquti versus, 
i.e. qutiquti where-, whithersoever, versus 
turned, towards (see -WARD). 

quarantine kwo·r;;~ntin A. (leg.) period of 
forty days during which a widow had the 
right to remain in her husband's chief 
mansion house; B. period of isolation of 
persons and animals suspected of contagious 
disease. XVII. In sense A- medL. quaran
tena, quadrantena, f. *quadranta, for L. 
quadrtiginta (seer QUADRAGESIMAL); in sense 
B-It. quarantina, f. quaranta forty ; see -INE1 • 

quarenden, quarender kwo·r<~nd;;~n, -de.z 
variety of apple common in Somerset and 
Devon. xv (quaryndon). perh. a use of 
the place-name Querendon, Bucks. 

quarrell kwo·r;;~l short square-headed 
arrow XIII ; square or diamond-shaped pane 
of glass xv. -OF. quar(r)el (mod. carreau) 
= Pr. cairel, Sp. cuadrillo, It. quadrello :
Rom. *quadrellu-s, dim. of late L. quadrm 
square (see QUADRAT). 

quarreP kwo·r;;~l tcomplaint, accusation; 
ground of complaint XIV; violent contention 
XVI. ME. querele- OF. querele (mod. 
querelle) :- L. querella, var. of querela com
plaint, f. queri complain (cf. QUERULOus), 
with suffix as in sequela SEQUEL. Forms with 
quar(r)- were established by Caxton's time, 
but querele continued till XVII. So qua·rrel 
vb. XIV (isolated in Gower; then not before 
XVI). In late ME.- OF. quereler; after
wards f. the sb. Hence qua·rrelsOME1• 

XVI (Sh.). 
quarry1 kwo·ri parts of a deer placed on 
the hide and given to the hounds; collection 
of deer killed XIV ; animal hunted or hawked 
at xv. ME. quirre, querre - AN. *quire, 
flquere, OF. cuiree (mod. curee), alt., by 
crossing with cuir leather and curer cleanse, 
spec. disembowel (:- L. curare CURE), of 
couree = Pr. corada :- Rom. flcortita en
trails, f. cor HEART+-tita -EE, -Y5• 

quarry2 kwo·ri open-air excavation from 
which stone is obtained. xv. - medL. 
quarreia, shortened var. of quareria- OF. 
quarriere (mod. carriere), f. flcarre = Pr. 
caire :- L. quadrum square (sb.) (see 
QUADRAT); superseded ME. quarere (XIV) 
- AN. flquarere, OF. quarriere. Hence vb. 
XVIII. 
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QUARRY 

quarry8 kwo·ri alt. of QUARREL1, prob. after 
tquarry square (xm-xvn) - OF. quarre 
(mod. carre) :- L. quadratus QUADRAT. 

quart1 kw5.rt one-fourth of a gallon. XIV. 
- (O)F. quarte = Sp. cuarta, It. quarta :- L. 
qutirta, sb. use of fem. (sc. pars part) fourth, 
ordinal of quattuor FOUR. 

quart• kw5.rt position in fencing XVII; 
sequence of four cards XVIII. - F. quarte; 
cf. CARTE. 

quartan kw5·.rt;m of a fever in which the 
paroxysms occur every third (ace. to old 
reckoning, fourth) day. XIII (Cursor M.). 
ME. quartain- (O)F. quartaine (sc. fievre 
fever) :- L. qutirttina ( sc. febris), fem. of 
quartanus, f. quiirtus; see prec. and -AN; 
the present form shows assim. to L. 

quarter kw5·.rt;).I one of four parts ; mea
sure of 8 bushels XIII ; fourth part of a year; 
region, district XIV; place of residence, pl. 
soldier's lodgings; assigned position (spec. 
in close q-s); relations with another, terms of 
treatment XVI; exemption from being imme
diately put to death XVII. -AN. quarter, 
(O)F. quartier :- L. quartiirius fourth part 
of a measure, quartern, gill, f. qutirtus fourth 
(see Qt.:ART). Hence vb. divide into quarters 
XIV; lodge in quarters XVI (Sh.). qua·rter
AGE quarterly payment XIV; after OF. or 
medL. qua·rter-deck xvn orig. smaller 
deck above the half-deck XVII (Capt. Smith). 
qua·rterLY(r) XVI. qua·rterLY(2) XVI (her., 
after AK. esquartele), adv. xv. qua·rter
MASTER officer in na''Y and army (q. in the 
senses of assigned position and lodging) xv; 
cf. Du. kzcartiermeester, etc. qua·rtersTAFF 
stout pole used as a weapon. xvr ; perh. 
orig. made from a tree trunk cleft in four. 

quartern kw5·.rt;).rn quarter, esp. of certain 
weights and measures XIII. -AN. quartrun, 
OF. quart(e)rotz, f. quart fourth, QUART\ or 
quartier QUARTER. 

QUAY 

quash kwof annul, invalidate xrv; bring to 
nought XVII. -OF. quasser (mod. casser 
break) = Pr. casar, Sp., Pg. cansar weary, 
tire:- L. quasstire shake violently, break 
to pieces, shatter, freq. of quatere (pp. 
stem quass-) shake. Senses connected with 
those of shake and break were current XIV
XVII. Cf. CONCUSSION, PERCUSSION. (j[ F. 
-ss- is repr. by -sh- as in brush, push. 

quasi kwei·sai as it were xv (Caxton); (a) 
kind of XVII; seemingly, almost XIX. L., re
duced fom1 of quansei :- *quiinsei, f. *quam, 
ace. sg. fern. (denoting extent) of the base 
of WHO, WHAT+sei, si if. 

quassia kw:essi·a, kwo·Ji;) (wood, etc. of) a 
S. Amer. tree, Quassia amara. xvm. Named 
by Linnreus, to whom the virtues of the root 
were communicated by C. G. Dahlberg, 
who himself heard of them from a Surinam 
negro named Graman (i.e. 'grand man') 
Quassi (Ashanti or Fanti Kwasi, name 
given to a child born on a Sunday), the 
discov~rer of the root's properties in 1730. 

quaternary kw<>t5·m;)ri sb. set of four 
things xv; adj. consisting of four things 
XVII; (geol.) fourth in order (to match 
tertiary) XIX. - L. quaterntirius, f. quaterni 
four together, f. quater four times, f. base of 
quattuor FOCR; see -ARY, cf. TER)iARY. 

quaternion kw;lt5·.mian group of four XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Acts xii 4); quire of four 
sheets XVII; (math.) XIX (W. R. Hamilton, 
r843). -late L. quaternio(n-), f. quaterni 
(see prec.). 

quatorzain k:e·t5.rzein (pros.) poem of 
14 lines. XVI. -F. quatorzaine set of four
teen, f. quatorze fourteen(:- Rom. *quattor
decem, for L. quattuordecim)+-aine (:- L. 
-tina, fern. of -anus -AN). 

quatrain kw;rtrein (pros.) stanza of four 
lines. XVI (quadrain). -F. quatrain, tquad
rain, f. quatre FOUR -1-- -ain :- L. -tinu- -AN. 

quatrefoil kre•t;).rfoil compound leaf or 
quartet(te) kw5.rte·t composition for four flower of four leaflets. xv. - AK. *quatre-
voices or instruments XVIII (Coleridge); set foil, f. (O)F. quatre FOt:R +foil leaf, FOllY; 
of four XIX. -F. quartette- It. quartetto cf. CINQUEFOIL. 
(which was used somewhat earlier in Eng.), quaver kwei·v;).I vibrate, tremble xv 
f. quarto fourth (cf. QUART1

); see -ET, -ETTE. (Lydg.); trill or shake in singing; also 
quartile kw5·.rtil (astr.) pert. to an aspect of trans. xvr. frequent. (see -ER4

) of ME. 
two heavenly bodies which are 90o (i.e. qwwe, czvauien (xm), perh. repr. unrecorded 
i of a circle) c!istant. XVI. - medL. quartilis, OE. *czNJfian, parallel symbolic formation 
f. qum·tus fourth; see prec. and -ILE. to cwacian QFAKE; :VIE. cwakien and czvauien 

are found in alliterative collocation; cf. the 
quarto kw5·.rtou size of paper produced by parallel forms under QUAGMIRE. Hence 
folding a whole sheet twice so as to form qua·ver sb. (mus.) note equal to half a 
four leaves (8 pages) XVI; book made up of crotchet XVI; shake or trill XVII; tremulous 
such paper XVII. orig. in phr. in quarto 'in cry, etc. XVIII. 
a fourth' (see QUART1); cf. OCTAVO, etc. 

quay ki solid artificial landing-place. XIV, 
quartz kw5.rts silica in various forms. Late ME key(e), later kay, and finally quay 
xvm. - (::VI)HG. quarz, quartz, var. of (xvu) by assim. to modF. quai;- OF. kai, 
zwerg DWARF (with East MG. qu- for zzv- cay, north. form corr. to Lyonnese chai 
and hypocoristic ending as in Heinz for retaining wall - Gaulish caio :- OCeltic 
Heinrich, Kunz for Konrad); for the applica- *kagio- (cf. Oir. cae enclosed place, house, 
tion cf. COBALT, NICKEL. (j[ Of CEur. range. W. cae hedge, OBreton cai fence, caiou 
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QUEAN 

fortifications, mod. cae embankment), perh. 
rei. to Germ. *xag- HEDGE. g The pro
nunc. has followed the same lines as in KEY1• 

From F. are also Sp. cayo CAY, Du. kaai, 
G., Da. kai. 

quean kwin orig. woman; (arch.) from early 
ME. times, bold impudent woman, jade, 
hussy; Sc. girl, lass. xv. OE. cwene = OS. 
cwena (Du. kween barren cow), OHG. quena, 
quina, ON. kvenna, kvinna (g. pl., nom. 
kana), Goth. qino woman:- CGerm. *kwe
non wk. fern., f. IE. base *gwen-, *gwn-, 
repr. by Gr. guni, Av. gena, OS!. zena 
(Russ. zhend), Olr. ben woman; cf. QGEEN. 

queasy kwi•zi ttroublous, unsettled; un
settling the stomach xv; easily upset, in
clined to nausea; fastidious, scrupulous XVI. 
Early forms coisy, quesy, quasy, queysy sug
gest AN., OF. *coisi, *queisi or -ie, rei. to 
coisier hurt, wound, but there is no evidence. 

Quechua ke·tfu;), Quichua ki·tfu;) lan
guage of large areas of South America XIX. 

queen kwin wife of a king, woman having 
sovereign rule. OE. cwen = OS. quan, 
ON. kvren (also kvdn), Goth. qens :-Germ. 
(exc. HG.) *kv:tiniz str. fern., f. IE. *gwen
*gwen- (see QUEAN). Hence quee·nLY. XVI. 

queer kwi;)J: odd, strange XVI ; out of sorts, 
drunk XVIII. First recorded from Dunbar 
and Gavin Douglas ; identical in form with 
and perh. of the same origin as sl. tqueer 
bad (XVI, Awdelay, Harman); poss. - G. 
quer cross, oblique, squint, perverse (MHG. 
twer; see THWART). Hence queer vb. quiz, 
puzzle, ridicule XVIII ; spoil XIX. 

queest kwist (dial.) ring-dove, wood
pigeon. XV (quyshte, quyste). perh. synco
pated form of CUSHAT. 

quell kwel tkill OE. ; suppress, extinguish 
XIV; crush, subdue XVI. OE. cwellan = OS. 
quellian (Du. kwellen), OHG, quellen (G. 
quiilen), 0::-;[. kvelja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*kwaljan, f. *kwal- *kwel-, repr. also by 
OE. cwalu death = ON. kv(!l torment, OE. 
cwealm death, torture, plague, OS., OHG. 
qualm, OE. cwelan die = OS. quelan, OHG. 
quelan; a long vowel appears in OS., OHG. 
quala (Du. kwaal, G. qual); the IE. base 
*gwol- '*gwel- is repr. by Lith. gela, OS!. 
tali sorrow, OPruss. golis, ace. gallan death, 
Oir. atJbalim I die, Arm. kelem I torment. 

quench kwentf put out, extinguish. xu. 
ME. quenchen :- OE. *cwencan (in ticwencan) 
:- *kwaykjan, causative of OE. *cwincan (in 
acwincan) be extinguished = OFris. quinka 
:- *kweykan. Hence que·nchLESs. XVI. 

quern kw;'iJ:n hand-mill. OE. cweorn(e) = 
OFris., OS. quern (Du. kweern), OHG. 
quim(a), ON. kuern, Goth. -quairnus, f. 
CGerm. *kzcern- :- IE ... '*gwern-, repr. also 
by Lith. gzrna, OS!. zriiny, zruniivu (Russ. 
zhernov), Pol. zarna, Olr. br6 (g. broon), 
W. breuan, Skr. gra~·an-. 

QUICK 

querulous kwe·ralas complaining, peevish. 
xvfxvr. f. L. querulus or-late L. querulosus, f. 
queri complain; partly superseding late ME. 
querelous- OF. querelous (mod. querelleux), 
f. querele QUARREL2 ; see -ous. 

query kwi;~•ri anglicization of QUJERE, 
with ending assim. to inquiry. xvu. 

quest kwest (obs. or dial.) inquiry, inquest; 
search, pursuit XIV; collection of alms XVI. 
-OF. queste (mod. qu8te) ~ Pr. questa, 
quista, Sp. cuesta, It. chiesta :-Rom. *qure
sita for L. quresita; sb. use of fern. pp. of 
qurerere seek, inquire. Cf. INQUEST. So 
quest vb. go in pursuit of game XIV; search, 
seek XVII; search for, seek out XVIII. -OF. 
quester (mod. queter) f. the sb. 

question kwe·stf;m action of asking; what is 
asked (about). XIII (Cursor M.). - AN. 
questiun, (O)F. question - L. qurestio(n)-, f. 
qu:est-, pp. stem of qu:erere see prec.). So 
ques·tion vb. xv. - (O)F. questionner. 
Hence que·stionABLE. XVI. questionnaire 
k(w)estj;~nr;~•.I formal list of questions. 
XIX. F., f. questionner+-aire -ARY. 

questor kwe·st5J: official who delivers 
papal indulgences. xv. - medL. questor, 
var. of QUJESTOR. 

queue kjii (her.) tail of a beast XVI; long 
plait of hair XVIII ; line of persons, etc. XIX. 
- F. queue, OF. coe, cue = It. CODA :- L. 
cauda tail. 

quibble kwi·bl play on words; equivocating 
or evasive speech. XVII. f. synon. tquib 
(xvi), prob. f. L. quibus (d. and abl. pl. of 
qui, qu<e, quod WHO, WHAT, WHICH) as a word 
of frequent occurrence in legal documents 
and so assoc. with verbal niceties or subtle 
distinctions; see -LE1• Hence qui·bble vb. 
tpun; evade the point by a quibble. XVII. 
g For sl. uses of quibus cf. F. quibus the 
wherewithal, cash, Du. kwibus fool, coxcomb. 

quick kwik (arch.) living, alive OE.; lively, 
mobile, active ; rapid, swift XIII ; func
tionally active XIV. OE. cwic(u) = OFris., 
OS. quik (Du. kwik), OHG. quek (G. keck, 
dial. kweck lively, sprightly), ON. kvikr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kwikwaz, m which 
the second k is of obscure origin, being ab
sent in Goth. *qius (in pl. qiwai) :- '*kwiwaz, 
f. CIE. base '*gwej- repr. also in L. vivus, 
Lith. gyvas, OS!. zivu (Russ. zhiv6i), Oir. 
biu, beo, W. byw, Skr. jivds living, Gr. bios, 
zoe life (cf. VITAL, VIVID, BIO-, ZOO-). quick 
sb. the q., sensitive flesh in the body. 
XVI; cf. F.le vif. Hence qui·ckEN6 give life 
to; receive life XIII (Cursor M.); make 
quick or quicker XVII. In eariiest use- ON. 
kwikna (intr.). Comps. quickLIME kwi·k
laim lime that has been burned but not 
slaked. XIV; after L. calx viva (Vitruvius), 
F. chaux vive. qui·cksAND bed of loose wet 
sand. xv; f. quick in sense of 'mobile' (XIV), 
corr. to Du. kzoikzand, G. quicksand, lcel. 
kviksandr; OE. had cwetesand, f. cwettan 
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QUICKHATCH 

shake (rei. to QUAKE); qui·ckset live slips 
set in the ground as for a hedge Xv; also 
adj. Xvi; cf. SET sb. and F. haie vive. 
qui·cksi:lver mercury. OE. cwicseolfor = 
Du. kwiksih>er, OHG. quecsilbar (G. queck
silber), ON. kviksiljr; tr. L. argentum vivum 
'living silver' (Pliny), whence also. F. vij 
argent, It. argento vivo. 

quickhatch kwi·khretJ wolverene. XVIII. 
-Cree (~. Amer. Indian) okeecoohagees, 
kwekwukao ; from other Algonkian dialects 
come CARCAJOU, KINKAJOU. 

quid1 kwid sovereign, tguinea. Xvii. 
prob. sl. use of L. quid something, perh. 
with allusion to QUID PRO QUO; cf. F. quibus 
'the wherewithal'. 

quid2 kwid piece of tobacco, etc. to be 
chewed. xvm. dial. var. of Ct:D (OE. 
cwidu). 

quiddity kwi·diti A. essence of a thing Xv; 
B. subtlety, quibble XVI.- medL. quidditds, 
f. quid WHAT; see -ITY. Cf. F. quiddite. 

quidnunc kwi·dnAI)k inquisitive person, 
gossip. Xvi. f. L. quid nunc? WHAT NOW? 

quid pro quo kwid prou kwou (in apothe
caries' language) one thing in place of 
another; one thing in return for another. 
tit for tat. XVI. L. quid something, pro FOR; 
instead of, quo (abl. of quzd) something; see 
WHAT, WHO. 

quiescent kwaie·sant motionless, at rest. 
xvii. - L. quiescent-, -ens, prp. of quiescere 
be still, f. quies quiet; see WHILE, - ENT. 

quiet kwai·;}t freedom from disturbance or 
noise. XIv. -AN. quiete (as in phr. en quiete 
et peas in quiet and peace), which was orig. 
OF. quiete (adopted in Sc. xv-Xvi), f. quiet 
(- L. quietus, pp. of quiescere be QUIESCENT), 
whence qui·et adj. XIv (Wycl. Bible). Cf. 
COY. Hence qui·et vb. xv partly after 
late L. quietiire; qui·etEN5• XIX (orig.local). 
So qui·etiSM mysticism characterized by 
passive contemplation. Xvii. qui·etunE. Xvi 
- F. quietude or medL. quietildo. 

quietus kwaii•t;)S discharge or acquittance 
Xvi; death Xvii (Sh.). Short for quietus est 
(xv used as sb. in Eng.), medL. formula 
'he is QUIT'. 

quift' kwif (oiled) lock of hair worn on the 
forehead. xx. Of unkn. origin ; perh. de
veloped from any of various sl. uses. 

quill kwil thollow stem or reed xv (Lydg.); 
pipe, tube xv; tube or barrel of a feather 
esp. as used for writing Xvi; spine of th~ 
porcupine XVII (Sh.). prob. - (M)LG. 
quiele, of unkn. origin, and obscurely rei. to 
synon. MHG. kil (G. kiel). 

QUINSY 

quilt kwilt (orig.) article of bed furniture 
to lie on, consisting of two pieces of material 
with padding between; (later) coverlet 
similarly made, counterpane. xm. -OF. 
coilte, cuilte (mod. couette), with var. coute 
(see cou!'ITERPANE, -POINT), Sp. colcha :
L. culcita mattress, cushion, rei. to Skr. 
kzircds bundle, package. Hence quilt vb. 
xvi. 

quin kwin abbrev. of QGINTUPLET, chiefly 
pl. quins. xx. 

quinary kwai·n;Jri consisting of fives. Xvii. 
- L. qufniirius, f. quini, distributive of 
quinque FIVE; see -ARY. 

quince kwins (fruit of) the tree Pyrus 
Cydonia. XIv. orig. pl. used coli. of coyn; 
quoyn- CF. cooin (mod. coing), corr. to Pr. 
codonh, Cat. codony, It. cotogno :- L. cotO
neum (Pliny), varying with cydoneum (apple) 
of Cydonia (now Canea) in Crete - Gr. 
ml!lon Kud6nion. (From L. cotonea, cydonia, 
Gr. kudonia, -ea are ult. derived OHG. qui
tina, MHG. quiten, G. quitte, OHG. chutina, 
MHG. kiiten, UG. kutte(n), MDu. kweede, 
Du. kwee.) (jf For similar development of 
pl. cf. bodice, lettuce, in which the pronunc. 
with s is preserved, as also is pence. 

quincentenary kwinsenti•n;Jri (pert. to) 
the sooth anniversary. XIX. irreg. f. L. 
quinque FIVE + CENTENARY. Also quin
gentenary kwind3enti·n;Jri. XIX. f. L. 
quingenti soo after centenary. 

quincunx kwi·nkAI)ks, -l)k- arrangement 
of five objects so placed that four occupy 
the corners and the fifth the centre. xvii. 
- L. quincunx five-twelfths (1

5
2 of an as was 

denoted by five dashes arranged as above), 
f. quinque FIVE+ uncia twelfth, OU!'ICE1 • 

quinine kwini·n, (U.S.) kwai·nain alkaloid 
obtained from the bark of cinchona, etc. 
XIX. f. quina (Sp.) bark of cinchona, etc. 
- Quechua kina bark, reduplicated kina
kina, kinkina, whence Sp. quinquina (in Eng. 
use from xvii); see -INE6• 

Quinquagesima kwinkw;Jd3e·sim;J tperiod 
beginning on the Sunday immediately pre
ceding Lent and ending on Easter Eve XIv ; 
(Q. Sunday) the Sunday itself. XVII. medL. 
sb. use (sc. dies day) of fern. of L. quinquii
gesimus fiftieth, f. quinqwiginta fifty; cf. 
QUADRAGESIMA, etc. 

quinque- kwi·nkwi comb. form of L. 
quinque FIVE, as in qui·nquereme having 
five banks of oars (L. remus oar) xvr. 

quinquennial kwinkwe·nial lasting five 
years xv (Fortescue); occurring every fifth 
year Xvii. f. L. quinquennis, f. quinque FivE+ 
amzus year ; see BIENNIAL and cf. L. quin
quenniilis. 

quinsy kwi·nzi inflammation of the throat. 
XIv. ME. quinaci, quinesye- OF. quinencie 
- medL. quinancia, f. Gr. kundgkhe, f. kun-, 

q_uillet kwi:li~ quibble. Xvi. prob. shorten- kuon dog (HOt:ND)+dgkhein throttle. g A 
mg of tqutllzty (Xvi), alt. of QUIDDITY (B); frequent var. in ME. is squina(n)cy (dial. 
cf. quip and tquipy, tquiddit and quiddity. squinsy). 
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QUINTAIN 

quintain kwi·ntein post set up to be tilted 
at; exercise of tilting at this. XIV. -OF. 
quintaine, -eine = Pr., It. quintana, medL. 
quintana, -ena, usu. taken to be identical 
with L. quintiina market of a camp, f. 
quintus fifth (sc. manipulus maniple). 

quintal kwi·ntal I 12 lbs. xv. -OF. quintal 
Sp., Pg. -al, It. -ale, medL. -tile- Arab. 
qintar KANTAR; cf. KENTLEDGE. 

quintessence kwinte·s;ms substance latent 
in all things, the extraction of which was one 
of the objects of alchemy xv (Lydg.); most 
essential part XVI. - F. quintessence, tquinte 
essence - medL. quinta essentia FIFTH ES
SENCE, the 'lEther' of Aristotle ('De ClElo' 
n 3), the fifth primary body besides the 
elements of earth, fire, air, and water. 
Formerly also str. quintesse·nce; both stress
ings are used by Milton. Hence quintes
sential kwintese·nJa!. XVII. 

quintet(te) kwinte·t (mus.) composition 
for five voices or instruments. XIX. - F. 
quintette- It. quintetto (formerly used in 
Eng. xvm), f. quinto :- L. quintus FIFTH; see 
-ET, -ETTE. 

quintillion kwinti-!j;m fifth power of a 
million; U.S. (as in France) cube of a 
million. XVII. See BILLION. 

quintuple kwi·ntjupl fivefold. XVI (Bill
ingsley). -F. quintuple, f. L. quintus fifth, 
after triple, etc. Hence qui·ntuplet pl. set 
of five. XIX. Cf. QUADRUPLET. 

quip kwip Sharp or sarcastic remark. XVI. 

prob. shortening of tquippy (XVI), perh. 
- L. quippe indeed, forsooth (with sarcastic 
force). 

quipu k(w)i·pu knotted device of ancient 
Peruvians for recording and communicating. 
XVIII. Quechua. 

quire1 kwaia.I tsmall book, short poem, etc. ; 
set of four sheets of parchment or paper 
doubled so as to make eight leaves; hence, 
any gathering of sheets. xv. ME. quaer, 
later quayer, quair, quere, quire- OF. 
qua(i)er (mod. cahier quire, copy-book) = 
Pr. cazern, It. quaderno :-Rom. *quaternum, 
f. L. quaterni set of four, f. quater four 
times, f. quattuor FOUR. (jf For the de
velopment of the pronunc. cf. quaisy I queasy, 
kay I key, and brere I briar,frere I friar. 

quire 2 see CHOIR. 

quirk kwii.Ik verbal trick or subtlety XVI ; 
sudden turn or twist XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

quirt kwii.It riding-whip used in Southern 
U.S. and Sp. America. XIX. - Sp. cuerda 
CORD. 

quisling kwi·zliiJ one who collaborates with 
the enemy. 1940. Surname of Major Vid
kun Quisling, a Norwegian who colla
borated with the Germans when they 
invaded Norway in World War II. 

QUIZ 

quit1 kwit free, clear of, XIII. (i) ME. quit, 
quite (surviving in QUITE)- OF. quite = Pr., 
Cat. quiti (Sp., Pg. quito)- L. quietus QUIET; 
cf. MDu. quite, quijt (Du. kwijt), MLG., 
MHG. quit. Superseded by (ii) later ME. 
or early mod. quit(te)- (O)F. quitte- medL. 
quittus, special development of L. quietus ( cf. 
MHG. quit (G. quitt), ON. kvittr). 

quit• kwit pt., pp. quitted, (locally) quit. 
tA. set free, clear, clear off; B. trepay, 
requite; C. renounce; leave XIV. Late ME. 
quitte, rep!. earlier quite (XIII), pt. quitte, 
pp. quit(t);- (O)F. quitter, earlier quiter 
(cf. medL. quitttire, quietiire)~ f. quietus 
QUIET, QUIT1 • Cf. ACQUIT, REQUITE. 

quitch kwitJ couch grass, Triticum repens. 
OE. cwice = MLG. kweke (hence G. 
kwecke) ; supposed to be rei. to cwic QUICK 
with ref. to the vitality of the grass. 

quitclaim kwi·tkleim release, acquit; re
nounce. XIV. -AN. quiteclamer declare 
free, f. quite QUIT1+clamer proclaim (see 
CLAIM). So sb. tre!ease XV; renunciation 
XVII. -AN. quiteclame, f. the vb. 

quite kwait completely, entirely XIV; in the 
fullest sense, absolutely XVI. adv. use of 
quite, earlier form of QUIT1 free, clear. 
(tQuitely is found somewhat earlier.) 

quitrent kwi·trent rent paid in lieu of 
services. xv. f. QUIT1 +RENT1• 

quits kwits tclear, discharged xv; even 
(with) by repayment or retaliation XVII. 
prob.- colloq. use of medL. quittus QUIT1 • 

quittance kwi-tans release XIII (AncrR.); 
release from debt, receipt XIV (R. Mannyng); 
requital, reprisal XVI (Marlowe). -OF. 
quitance (later quittance), f. quiter QUIT; see 
•ANCE. 

quiver' kwi·va.I case for holding arrows. 
XIII. -AN. *quiver, quiveir, OF. quivre, 
coivre- WGerm. word repr. by OE. cocor, 
OFris. koker, OS. kokar(i) (Du. koker), 
OHG. kohhar(i) (G. k6cher); rei. obscurely 
to medL. cucurum, medGr. koukouron, 
Russ. k6kor cartridge case (from Du. koker). 

quiver2 kwi·va.I shake with small rapid 
movements. xv (Caxton). f. ME. cwiver 
nimble, quick, OE. cwifer (in adv. cwiferlice); 
cf, QUAVER, 

qui vive ki viv phr. on the qui vive on the 
alert. XVIII. F. Qui vive? sentinel's chal
lenge to discover to which party the chal
lenged person belongs, lit. 'Long live who?', 
orig. expecting an answer in the form Vive 
le roi, Vive la France, etc. (cf. VIVAT). 

Quixote kwi·ks;Jt enthusiastic visionary. 
XVII. f. name of Don Quixote, now written 
in Sp. Quijote kixo·te, hero of Miguel de 
Cervantes' romance. Hence quixotiC 
kwiks;J•tik. XVIII. 

quiz1 kwiz teccentric person ; one who 
quizzes XVIII ; practical joke, hoax XIX. So 
quiz vb. make fun of, turn to ridicule. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin ; tquoz was a syn. of similar 
date. Hence qui•ZZICAL. XVIII. 
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QUIZ 

quiz1 kwiz (dial. and U.S.) question, exa
mine; also sb. examination (spec. oral). XIX. 
Of unkn. origin. 

quod kwod prison. XVII. perh. first syll. of 
QUADRANGLE, but there is no evidence. 

quodlibet kw<>·dlibet question proposed in 
scholastic disputation; scholastic debate or 
exercise. XIV. - medL. quodlibetum, f. L. 
quodlibet f. quod WHAT, libet it pleases (see 
LIBIDINOUS); cf. (O)F. quolibet. 

quoin koin external angle of a wall or 
building, corner-stone; wedge, wedge
shaped block. XVI. var. of COIN, formerly 
current in all senses of this. 

quoit koit flat disc thrmvn as an exercise 
of strength or skill ; pl. sport of throwing 
quoits at a pin. xv. Earliest form coyte (as 
also in AN. statute of I388); sp. with qu
coit was frequent XV-XIX. XVI-XVIII ; of 
unkn. origin. 

quondam kw;:~·ndrem former. XVI. adj. use 
of L. quondam formerly (orig. 'at any given 
moment'), f. quam when (f. "'kwo- WHo)+ 
generalizing particle -dam. 

quorum kw5:J•r;Jm justice of the peace 
whose presence was necessary on the bench, 
later gen. xv; fixed number of persons 
whose presence is necessary in the trans
action of business xvn. g.pl. of L. qui WHO; 
taken from the wording of commissions 
designating such persons, quorum vos .. duos 
(etc.) esse volumus of whom we will that you 
be .. two (etc.). 

quota kwou·ta part or share of a total. 
XVII. - medL. quota, sb. use (sc. pars part) 
of fern. of L. quotus of what number, f. quat 
how many (so Skr. kati), f. base of qui, 
quis WHO; cf. carrel. tot (see TOTAL). Also 
quo·tum. XVII - medL. quotum, cotum, n. 
of quotus. 

RABBLE 

quote kwout tmark with numbers or 
(marginal) references XIV; cite or refer to; 
tnote XVI; repeat (a passage) from a book, 
etc. XVII. - medL. quotiire number, f. quot 
how many, or quota QUOTA. Formerly often 
cote, after F. cater. So quotA·noN tnum
bering xv; tmarginal reference xvr ; (typo gr.) 
large quadrat used for filling up blanks 
(orig. between marginal references); quot
ing, passage quoted XVII; (comm.) price of 
stocks, etc. XIX. - medL. quotiitio(n-), f. 
quotiire; cf. F. tquotation. 

quoth kwoup (arch.) said. OE. cwrep, pt. 
of ewe pan say = OFris. qwetha, OS. queoan, 
OHG. quedan, ON. kueiJa, Goth. qipan :
CGerm. •kwepan; early ME. cwaiJ, quap, 
became quoth by rounding of a in con
tiguity with w in unstressed positions; a 
common var. XIV-XVI was quod. Forms 
with lack of stress are repr. by former pro
nuncs. kw<>p,kwap. Hencequothakwou·pa 
XVI; for quoth (h)a said he; fully reduced 
form is repr. by catha, ketha (XVI). 

quotidian kwouti·dian, kw:J- daily, spec. 
of a fever recurring every day. XIV. ME. 
cotidien, -ian, quot-, orig. -OF. cotidien 
(mod. quotidien), early assim. to L. quoti
diiinus, earlier cott-, cotidianus, f. cott-, 
cotidie ( quot-) every day, f. base of quotus 
(see QUOTA)+dies day; see -IAN. 

quotient kwou·Jant result obtained by 
dividing one quantity by another. xv. - L. 
quotiens how many times (f. quat how many; 
see QUOTA), taken as a prp. in -ens; cf. F. 
quotient (earlier quotiens, which was occas. 
used in Eng.), It. quoziente, Sp. quociente. 

quo warranto kwou w;:~rre·ntou (leg.) writ 
of Queen's Bench demanding by what 
warrant a thing is held. XVI. Law L. 'by 
what warrant'; abl. sg. of quod WHAT 
and warrantum WARRANT. 

R 
rabbet rre· bit channel or groove made in 

wood, stone, etc. ; rectangular recess. XV. 
-OF. rab(b)at, act of beating down, recess 
in a wall, f. rabattre beat back or down, 
REBATE; the ending has been assim. to -ET. 

rabbi rre·bai (title of respect given to) a 
Jewish doctor of the law. XIV (raby). -OF. 
rab(b)i (mod. rabbin), ceciL. rabbi - Heb. 
rabbi my master, f. rabh master, with pro
nominal suffix. So rabbin rre·bin. XVI.- F. 
rabbin or medL. rabbinus (cf. It. rabbino, 
Sp. rabino, Du. rabbijn, G. rabbiner, Russ. 
ravvin) in which then may be due to a Semitic 
pl. form. Hence rabbi·mc(AL). XVII. 

rabbit rre·bit burrowing rodent of family 
Leporidre (orig. applied to the young, the 

full-grown animal being called cony, which 
was superseded in gen. use by rabbit). 
XIV (Trevisa). Late ME. rabet(te), perh. 
-an OF. form repr. by dial. F. rabotte, 
rabouillet young rabbit, rabouillere rabbit 
burrow, poss. of LDu. origin (cf. Flem. 
robbe, dim. robbeke, Du. trobett, \Valloon 
robete). f1l For the use of dims. for this 
animal cf. L. cuniculus CONY, G. kaninchen, 
Du. kanin(c)ken. 

rabble rre·bl A. tpack, swarm of animals 
XIV; disorderly crowd XVI; B. tlong string 
of words XVI, (dial.) rigmarole XVI. Of 
obscure origin; sense B suggests immed. 
connexion with (dial.) rabble vb. utter in a 
rapid confused manner (XIV) prob. - MDu. 
rabbelen, LG. rabbeln, of imit. origin. 
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RABID 

rabid rre· bid furious, raging xvn; affected 
with rabies xrx. - L. rabidus, f. rabere rave, 
be mad, rei. to Skr. rdbhas impetuosity, vio
lence; see -ID1 • So rabies rei·biiz canine 
madness. xvn. - L. rabies, f. rabere. 

rac(c)oon rieku·n Amer. nocturnal animal 
of the genus Procyon. XVII (Capt. John 
Smith has the forms rahaugcum, raugrough
cum, aroughcun, rarowcun). -Powhatan 
(Virginia) dial. of Algonkian. See cooN. 

race1 reis tonward movement, rush XIII 
(Cursor M.); (dial.) running, run XIV; 
strong current of water (channel for water, 
e.g. mill-race XVI); contest of speed XVI. 
north. ME., MSc. rds, raas- ON. rds 
running, race, rush of water, channel, row, 
series "= OE. rres running, rush, impetus, 
attack, MLG. rds current; cf. ON. ras 
impetuosity, hurry, rasa rush headlong; of 
unlm. origin. Taken into gen. Eng. use from 
the north in XVI ; hence the pronunc. reis, 
earlier res, orig. riis. 

race• reis set or class of persons, animals, 
plants; group of persons, etc. having a com
mon ancestry or character ; class of wine 
or characteristic flavour of this, supposed 
to be due to the soil XVI; characteristic style 
of speech or writing XVII. -F. race- It. razz a 
(XIV, Sacchetti), whence also Sp. raza, Pg. 
rar;a, Du. ras, G. rasse, Russ. rdsa; ofunkn. 
origin. Hence raciAL rei·J1::>l. XIX. racv1 

rei·si (in senses derived from the last two of 
the sb. above; phr. racy of the soil). XVII. 

race 3 reis root of ginger. XVI. -OF. rais, 
raiz = Sp. raiz :- L. riidice- radix root; 
see RADISH, RADIX, 

raceme r::>si·m (bot.) form of inflorescence. 
XVIII. - L. racemus cluster of grapes. Cf. 
RAISIN. So race·mosE1 . xvn. 

rachitis r::>kai-tis (med.) rickets. XVIII. -
modL. - Gr. rhakhftis, f. rhdkhis spine, 
ridge; prop. 'inflammation of the spine', but 
adopted for 'rickets' by the Eng. physician 
Francis Glisson in his 'De Rachitide sive 
morbo puerili qui vulgo The Rickets 
dicitur Tractatus', r65o; see -ITIS. 

rack1 rrek A. tshock, collision xnr; B. mass 
of driven cloud XIV. prob. of Scand. origin; 
cf. Norw. and Sw. dial. rak (Sw. vrak, Da. 
vrag) wreck, wreckage, refuse, f. reka drive 
(cf. ON. reki flotsam); but the identity of A 
and B is not certain. 

rack2 rrek tbar, or framework of bars, esp. 
used for support or suspension. XIV. ME. 
rakke, occas. rekke- Du. rak, LG. rack, 
also MDu. rek (Du. rek, rekke), MLG. 
rek(ke) horizontal bar, shelf, prob. f. recken 
stretch (see RACK 3). 

rack3 rrek instrument of torture in the form 
of a frame with a roller at each end. xv. 
prob. spec. use of RACK 2• So rack vb. 
stretch the joints of xv (Lydg.), various 
transf. and fig. uses, stretch, strain, raise( rent) 
XVI. - MLG., MDu. racken, also rttcken 

RADICLE 

=OE. ret!can, OS. rekkian, OHG. recchan 
(G. recken), ON. rekja, Goth. (CGerm.) 
"'rakjan stretch, rei. to L. regere DIRECT, 
porrigere reach, Gr. oregein (cf. RIGHT). 

rack' rrek horse's gait in which the two feet 
on each side are lifted simultaneously. XVI 
(Blundevil). Contemp. with rei. vb. ; perh. 
ult. of Arab. origin (cf. rekhwet easy-paced, 
f. rekhow soft, and mod Gr. (Chios) rhakhbdn 
amble). C1J F. racquassure given by Palsgr. 
for 'rackyng' is otherwise unknown. 

rack5 rrek phr. to rack (and ruin) to destruc
tion. XVI. var. of WRACK1• 

rack6 rrek. Aphetic of ARRACK. XVII. 

racket1 rre·kit bat of network used in ball 
games; pl. game played with ball and 
rackets XVI; (N. Amer.) snow-shoe XVII. 
-F. raquette tpalm of the hand, tsole of the 
foot, racket, battledore, snow-shoe- It. rac
chetta, f. Arab. rii?zat, colloq. form of riil;la 
palm of the hand. 

racket• rre·kit disturbance, uproar xvr; 
social excitement XVIII ; trying experience 
xrx; illicit scheme XX (U.S.). perh. imit. of 
clattering noise. Hence ra·cket vb., 
ra·cketv1 xvnr. C1J Gael. racaid is from Eng. 

rackrent rre·krent. XVII (but implied in 
rackrented XVI). f. rack in sense 'raise (rent) 
beyond a normal amount' (xvr 'racke and 
stretche out the rentes', 1553); see RACK3, 

RENT1• 

raddle rre·dl red ochre. XVI. var. of 
RUDDLE. 

radial rei·di::>l pert. to rays or radii. xvr 
(Dee). - medL. radialis, f. RADIUS; see 
-AL'. 

radiant rei·di::>nt shining brightly xv; pert. 
to radiation XVIII. - L. radiant-, -tins, prp. 
of radiiire, f. RADIUS. Hence ra·diANCB 
XVII (Sh.), -ANCY XVII. So ra·diATE 3 emit 
rays XVII ; spread in all directions from a 
centre XIX. f. radiiit-, pp. stem of radiiire. 
radiA·TION XVII.- L. ra·diATOR one or 
that which radiates XIX (in sense 'apparatus 
for circulating hot water to warm an apart
ment' orig. U.S.). 

radical rre·dik(::>)l pert. to the moisture in
herent in animals and plants XIV (Trevisa); 
(math., philology, etc.) pert. to a root or 
radix; inherent, fundamental XVI; going 
to the root or origin, thorough XVII (r. 
reform xvnr) ; sb. radical element xvn; 
advocate of 'radical reform' XIX (at first a 
term 'in very bad odour' 'The Times' 
r6 Aug. r8r9). -late L. riidiciilis (Augus
tine), f. L. riidic-, RADIX; see -AL1 • abbrev. 
rad XIX (orig. U.S.). Hence ra·dicaliSM. 
XIX. 

radicle rre·dikl (bot.) part of the embryo 
which develops into the primary root. XVIII. 
- L. riidicula, dim. of riidic-, RADIX; see •CLE. 
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RADIO 

radio rei·diou short for radiotelegraphy 
(I904), -telephony (I909); see next. (jJ Sug
gested as the mark of 'wireless' telegrams 
under the Radio Convention drawn up at 
Berlin I906; in foreign langs. the ordinary 
term for 'wireless' operations. 

radio- rei·diou, reidi:1· used as comb. form 
of RADIUS (i) anat., as radio-carpal pert. to 
radius and carpus, (ii) pert. to X-rays and 
other forms of radiation, as radioactive 
(I898), radio·logy(I9oo), radio· METER (I875). 

radish rre·diJ (plant having) fleshy slightly 
pungent root used as a salad. OE. rredic 
(ME. redich, radich) - L. radice-, radix root 
(see RADIX and cf. RACE3); late ME. radish 
(xv), alt. of this perh. by blending with F. 
radis (tradice XVI)- It. radice :- L. 

radium rei·diam (chem.) metallic element 
emitting rays that penetrate opaque matter, 
discovered by P. Curie, Mme Curie, and G. 
Bemont in 1898. modL., f. L. radius RAY1 ; 

see -IUM. 

radius rei·dias tstaff of a cross XVI; thicker 
and shorter bone of the forearm; straight 
line drawn from the centre of a circle to the 
circumference XVII; (techn.) rod, bar, ray 
XVIII. - L. radius staff, measuring-rod, 
spoke, ray, radius of a circle, of the arm, 
various pointed objects. 

radix rei·diks (chiefly techn.) root, basis. 
XVI. - L. radix root of a plant ; for possible 
cogns. see ROOT1• 

raff rref (dial.) abundance, large number 
XIV; rubbish, trash (see RIFF-RAFF) XV; 
common run or ruck XVII. perh. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. rafs rubbish, tagrag). 

raffia rre·fi;:> soft fibre of the leaves of the 
palm Raphia. XIX. Also raphia (rei·fia), var. 
of rofia roufia· kind of palm (rofeer xvm), 
a Malagasy word. 

raffie rre·fl (dial.) game of chance played 
with three dice XIV (Ch.); (f. the vb.) form 
of lottery XVIII. - OF. raffle, (also mod.) 
rafle (in medL. raffia), of which traffe, 
traphe were syns. in the senses 'throw at dice 
of all three alike', 'clean sweep'; of unkn. 
origin. Hence or- F. rafter ra·ffie vb. XVII. 

rafHesia rrefli·zia, -3ia plant of the family 
Cytinacere. XIX. modL., f. name of Sir T. 
Stamford Raffles (I78I-I8z6), British gov
ernor of Sumatra, who discovered the plant; 
see -IA1• 

raft raft tbeam, spar; structure of planks, 
etc. forming a means of transport over 
water. xv -ON. raptr rafter rei. to OHG. 
ravo, ON. rdjr, nkjr, with Balto-Sl. cogns.; 
cf. next, · 

rafter ra·fta.I beam in a building supporting 
the roof. OE. rrejter ~ OS. rehter, MLG. 
rafter, rachter, rei. to RAFT. 

rag1 rreg small fragment of textile material 
XIV; remnant, scrap xv; thing (con temp-

RAIL 

tuously) regarded as such XVI. ME. ragge, 
prob. back-formation on raggED 2 rre·gid 
shaggy, rough XIII; of irregular or straggling 
shape XIV ; in rags XIV - 0 N. rpggvaor 
tufted (cf. Norw. ragget shaggy); or on 
raggY1 rre·gi late OE. racgig 'setosus' (cf. 
Sw. raggig shaggy), f. *racg- ON. rpgg 
(*raggw-) tuft or strip of fur (cf. Norw., 
Sw. ragg rough hair); of unkn. origin. 

rag 2 rreg ( tpiece or mass of) coarse or rough 
stone XIII (ragghe), XIV (ragston). Of unkn. 
origin, but assoc. later with prec. 

rag3 rreg (dial. sl.) scold, rate XVIII ; ( sl.) 
annoy, esp. in a rough or noisy fashion XIX. 
Also in comp. bally-, BULLYRAG; of unkn. 
origin; Da. dial. rag opportunity for slander, 
grudge, has been compared. 

ragamuffin rre·gamAfin ill-dressed dis
reputable-looking man or boy. XVI. Occurs 
in the form ragamoffyn in PPI. C. XXI z83 as 
the name of a demon, a grandson of Belial ; 
dial. syns. are ragabash (XVII), -brash (xvm); 
perh. based on RAG1• 

rage reid3 tmadness; violent anger, furious 
passion XIII ; violent feeling or desire XIV; 
fervour, enthusiasm, excitement XVI. 
- (O)F. rage = Pr., Sp. rabia, Pg. raiva, 
It. rabbia :-Rom. *rabia, for L. rabies; see 
RABIES. So rage vb. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. rager, f. rage. 

raglan rre·glan overcoat without shoulder 
seams. XIX. f. name of Fitzroy James Henry 
Somerset, rst Baron Raglan, British com
mander in the Crimean war. 

ragout rregu· meat stewed with vegetables. 
XVII. - F. ragout, f. ragouter revive the 
taste of, f. ra- (i.e. re- RE- z, 4+a-)-tgout 
taste (cf. GUSTO). 

rag-tag rre·gtreg rabble, riff-raff. XIX. For 
older tag-rag (XVII), which replaced tag and 
rag (XVI) j see TAG1 • 

raguly rre·gjuli (her.) having short oblique 
projections. XVII. f. RAG1 or RAGGY after 
NEBULY. See -Y5• 

ragweed rre·gwid XVII, ragwort rre·gw~.It 
xv plant of the species Senecio, esp. S. 
Jacobrea. XV. f. RAG1 +WEED', WORT\ the ref. 
being to the ragged form of the leaves. 

raid reid military expedition, orig. on horse
back, foray. xv (Wyntoun). Sc. form of 
ROAD, revived by Scott ('Lay of the Last 
Minstrel', I8os) and hence generalized, 
with extension of meaning ('sudden or vigo
rous onset or attack'). Hence vb. XIX. 

rail1 rei! tgarment, mantle OE., early ME.; 
tneckerchief xv; night-rail dressing-gown 
XVI. OE. hrreg(e)l = OFris. (h)reil, OHG. 
(h)regil, of unkn. origin. 

rail2 rei! bar of wood, etc. fixed in a hori
zontal position XIII ; hand-rail of a staircase 
xv ; bar or continuous line of bars laid for 
wheels to run on (so railroad, railway) XVIII. 
ME. reyle, raile - OF. reille iron rod = 
Pr. relha lever, crowbar, Sp. reja lattice :
L. regula staff, rod, RULE. 



RAIL 

raiP rei! bird of the genus Rallus or family 
Rallidre. xv. - Norman-Picard raille (AN. 
radle, OF. raale, mod. rille) = Pr. rascla 
land-rail, Cat. rascla water-rail :- Rom. 
*'rasc(u)la, perh. of imit. origin. 

rail4 rei! utter abusive language. xv. -F. 
railler, tragler- Pr. ralhar jest, Sp. rajar 
boast, Pg. ralhar scold, It. ragliare bray 
:-Rom. *'ragulare, f. *ragere roar, bray, 
neigh (recorded in a gloss ragit pullus the 
colt neighs), crossing ofL. rugire bellow with 
Rom. *bragere BRAY. Cf. RALLY2• 

raillery rei-!;1ri good-humoured ridicule. 
XVII. - F. raillerie, f. railler RALLY 2 ; a var. 
trallery (xvii-xvm) is repr. by the pronunc. 
rre·J;Jri current U.S.A.; see -ERY. 

raiment rei·m;Jnt clothes, apparel. xv 
(Promp. Parv., Malory). Aphetic of array
rnent (XIV) - AN. araiernent, OF. areernent; 
see ARRAY, -MENT, and cf. (dial.) ray 
tarrange, tdispose, dress (xrv), aphetic of 
ARRAY. 

rain rein condensed vapour of the atmo
sphere falling in drops. OE. regn, ren 
= OFris. rein, OS., OHG. regan (Du., G. 
regen), ON. regn, Goth. rign; CGerm., but 
isolated in IE. (the several words for rain 
are of limited range). So rain vb. OE. 
regnian, also of CGerm. extent; the comps. 
rainbozv, -drop, -shozver, -zvater, and rai·nY1 

are all of OE. age. 

raise reiz set up or upright; build up, 
construct, produce ; remove to a higher 
position, elevate XII; levy; end (a siege) 
XIV; to make higher or greater xv. t][ First 
recorded from the Ormulum, in which it 
occurs freely in various senses; ME reise(n) 
- ON. reisa = OE. r<F:ran REAR1• 

raisin rei·zn partially dried grape. (xm.) 
- (O)F. raisin grape = Pr. razin, razim, 
Cat. rahim, Sp. racimo :-Rom. *racimu-s, for 
L. racernus cluster of grapes (see RACEME). 
The several OF. types were more or less 
fully repr. in early use (viz. raizin, razin, 
reisin, resin, raisin (on the var. rosin are 
based (M)HG. rosine, Du. rozijn, Da. rosin, 
Sw. russin). t][ Was approximately homo
phonous with reason till late XVIII ; the 
pronunc. ri·zn is defended by Webster in 
I828; cf. 'Reason and raisin ... are pro
nounced alike in the age of George the 
Third, by every person who speaks without 
affectation', H. J. Pye 'Comments on the 
Commentators of Shakespeare' I8o7. 

raising-piece wall-plate. XVI (raysyng or 
resun pieces). f. trasen, also reason (xvi); 
OE. r<Esn, of unkn. origin. 

raj rad3 sovereignty. XVIII.- Hindi raj reign. 

raja, rajah ra·d3a Indian king or prince. 
XVI (Eden's 'The Decades of the Newe 
Worlde' ISSS). prob. through Pg. raja -
Hindi riijii :- Skr. riijan, cogn. with L. reg-, 
rex, Oir. ri, rig king (see RICH), 

RAMEKIN 

rake1 reik implement consisting of a comb
like cross-bar fitted to a long handle. OE. 
raca m., racu fern.= MLG., MDu. rake 
(Du. raak), rei. to Goth. uflrakjan stretch 
out, and by gradation to MLG., MDu. reke 
(Du. reek}, OHG. rehho (G. rechen), ON. 
reka, and OHG. rehhan, Goth. rikan heap 
up; Germ. *rak- *'rek- :- IE. *'rog- *reg
move in a straight line, stretch, repr. also 
by RIGHT. So vb. XIII. - ON. raka scrape, 
shave, rake; also f. the sb. 

rake 2 reik (naut.) projection of hull at stem 
and stern beyond the keel line. XVII (Capt. 
Smith). f. rake vb. (XVII, Capt. Smith) have 
a rake, incline from the perpendicular ; 
prob. rei. to G. ragen project (whence Sw. 
raka, Da. rage), of unkn. origin. Hence 
ra·krsHl having a smart appearance like a 
fast-sailing ship XIX (W. Irving); partly 
assoc. with next. 

rake" reik man of dissipated or loose habits. 
XVII. Clipped form of rake! (XVII; dial.), 
var. of arch. rakehell rei·khel XVI 'suche a 
feloe as a manne should rake helle for' 
(Udall, 'Apophthegms of Erasmus' u6b, 
I542), f. RAKE1 +HELL. Cf. QUACK 2, SAP\ 
WAG 2• Hence ra·kiSH1• XVIII. 

raki rre·ki, raki· aromatic liquor made from 
grain spirit, etc. XVII. -Turk. raqi (whence 
modGr. rhaki brandy spirits). 

rallentando rrel;Jntre·ndou (mus.) direction 
for reducing the tempo. XIX. It., prp. of 
rallentare, f. re- RE- 7+al- AD-+lento slow. 

rally1 rre·li reassemble, revive XVI; also 
intr. XVII. -F. rallier, f. re- RE-+allier 
ALLY. Hence ra·lly sb. XVII. 

rally 2 rre·li treat with good-humoured 
ridicule. XVII (in early use also railly). 
-F. railler RAIL4 • Cf. RAILLERY. 

:l'am rrem male sheep; battering-ram (after 
L. aries; see ARIES) OE.; weight of a pile
driving machine xv. OE. ram(m), corr. to 
Fris. mm, room, (M)LG., (M)Du. ram, 
OHG., MHG. ram ram (G. ramme rammer), 
perh. rei. to 0~. ram(rn)r strong. Hence 
ram vb. xrv (cf. MHG. rammen), whence 
ra·mmER1 xv. 

ramadan rrem;:,da·n ninth month (30 days' 
fast} of the Mohammedan year (supposed 
orig. to have been a hot month). xvr. 
-Arab. ramatjan (hence Turk., Pers. 
ramazan), f. ramal/a be hot. 

ramble rre·mbl wander about. XVII. 
prob. - MDu. rammelen (of cats, rabbits, 
etc.) be excited by sexual desire and wander 
about, frequent. f. rammen copulate with, 
cover, corr. to OHG. rammalon (G. rarn
meln); ult. f. ram R-\1\1; see -LE3• Hence 

fra·mble sb. XVII. t][ The earlier synon. 
tromble (XIV), f. rome ROAM, appears to be 
unconnected. 

ramekin, ramequin rre·m;,kin cheese with 
breadcrumbs, etc. baked. XVIII. - F. rame
quin, of Germ. origin ; cf. Flem. trameken 
toasted bread. 
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ramify ne·mifai form branches, branch 
out. XVI. - (O)F. ramifier- medL. rami
ficare, f. L. ramus branch; see RADIX and -FY. 
So ra:mificA·TroN. XVII. -F. 

ramillie ne·mili wig with long plait and a 
bow at top and bottom. XVIII. f. Ramillies 
town in Belgium, the scene of the Duke of 
Marlborough's victory in 1706. 

ramoon r;:>mO.·n tops and leaves of West 
Indian Trophis americana used as fodder. 
XVIII. - Sp. ramon, f. ramo branch :- L. 
ramus; cf. RAMIFY and see -DON. 

ramose ramou·s branching. XVII (H. 
More). - L. ramosus, f. ramus; see prec., 
-osE. So earlier ramot:s rei·m;:>s. XVI 
(Leigh). 

ramp1 rremp rear or stand on the hind legs 
(threateningly) xur (Cursor M.); rage vio
lently XIV (Ch.); (dial.) climb, scramble XVI. 
- (O)F. ramper creep, crawl (a sense rarely 
repr. in Eng.), climb = It. rampare. So 
rampANT rre·mp;:>nt standing with fore
paws in the air XIV, spec. in her. xv; violent 
and unrestrained XVII. - (O)F. rampant, 
prp. of ramper. 

ramp• nemp inclined plane. XVIII. -F. 
rampe, f. ramper RAMP1• 

rampage rrempei·d3 behave violently 
xvrn; push about excitedly XIX. orig. Sc., 
of unkn. origin; poss. based on RAMP1• 

rampart rre•mpii.It mound of earth raised 
for the defence of a place. XVI. - F. rempart, 
trampart, alt. (by assoc. with boulevart 
BOULEVARD) of tremper, tramper, f. remparer 
fortify, f. re- RE-7 + emparer take possession 
of- Pr. amparar :-Rom. *anteparare put in 
position before another, f. ante ANTE-+ 
partire PREPARE. Adopted earlier in the 
forms trampar, trampere, t-ier, later t-ire. 

rampion rre·mpi;)n species of bell flower, 
Campanula Rapunculus. xvr. f. some var. 
of the Rom. forms derived from medL. 
rapuncium, rapontium (It. raperonzo, F. 
raiponce, Sp. reponcha; cf. G. rapunzel), 
presumably f. L. riipum RAPE2

• 

rams rremz (dial.) wild garlic. OE. 
hramsa, hramse = MLG. ramese (whence 
G., Da., Sw. rams), rei. to Lith. kermiise, 
Russ. cheremshd, Oir. crem (Jr., Gael. 
creamh, W. era!) wild garlic, Gr. kr6muon 
onion. So ra·msen OE. hramsan, pl. of 
hramsa, -e, in later use taken as a sg. with 
pl. ramsons. 

ramshackle rre·mJrekl loose and shaky, 
rickety. XIX. Later form of ra·mshackled 
XVII, orig. pp. of trans(h)ackle ransack, 
f. RANSACK+-LE 3• 

ranch ran1J hut or house in the country; 
cattle-breeding establishment. XIX. - Sp. 
rancho (also used in Eng.) mess on board 
ship, soldiers' quarters, (in S. America) hut 
for herdsmen, etc. 

RANK 

rancid rre·nsid having a rank taste or smell. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). - L. rancidus, f. 
*rancere (in prp. rancens) be putrid; see -m1

• 

rancour, U.S. rancor rre·IJb.I bitter ill
feeling, malignant spitefulness. XIV. -OF. 
rancour (mod. rancamr) = Pr. rancor, rencor, 
OSp., Pg. rancor, Sp. rencor :-late L. ranco
rem, nom. rancor rankness, (in Vulg.) bitter 
grudge, f. *rancere; see prec., -ouR2. 

rand rrend (dial.) border, margin OE.; 
(dial.) strip, long slice XIV; strip of leather 
used in the sole of a boot or shoe XVI. OE. 
rand brink, bank, shield-boss, shield, corr. 
to OFris. rond, OS. rand 'umbo' (Du. 
rand edge, ridge, as in Witwatersrand, S. 
Africa), OHG. rant (G. rand), ON. rpnd 
edge, rim of a shield:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *randa (whence Pr. randa end, Sp. 
randa lace-edging, It. randa), f. *ram- *rem-, 
whence also OHG. ramft (G. ranft edge, 
border, crust), OE. rima RIM. 

randan rrendre·n style of rowing (or boat) 
in which the middle of three rowers pulls 
a pair of sculls, the others an oar each. XIX 
(r8z8). prob. transf. use of randem style 
of driving in which three horses are har
nessed tandem (randem-tandem c.r8os, 
jingling formation on TANDEM); but the 
stress is then difficult to account for. 

random rre·ndam timpetuosity, great 
speed or violence (phr. o or in r., zvith (a) 
great r.) XIV; at (the) r., orig. in hawking 
and the tournament XV; at r., at great 
speed, (hence) at haphazard, without purpose 
XVI; tfull range of a piece of ordnance, 
elevation of a gun XVI; adj. XVII (e.g. 
random shot). ME. rand(o)un- OF. randon 
(phr. de and a grant r., en un r.) = Pr. (a 
and de) randon (whence Sp. de rondon, Pg. 
de rondiio suddenly, abruptly), rei. to OF. 
randir run impetuously, gallop, f. Germ. 
*randa RAND; taken to be orig. a soldier's 
phr., lit. 'with the shield'. For the dis
similation of n .. n to n .. m cf. RANSOM. 

ranee rii·ni Hindu queen. XVII. -Hindi 
rani:- Skr. rdjni, fern. of rajan RAJAH. 

range reind3 A. trank, file XIII (Cursor M.); 
row, line, series XVI; B. moving about over 
an area; area itself xv; extent over which a 
missile ranges XVI; scope XVII. C. form of 
fire-grate or cooking apparatus xv. -OF. 
range row, rank, file, f. ranger (f. rang RANK1), 

whence range vb. place in a line, ARHANGE, 
dispose XIV, take up a position, extend XVI, 
n1ove over a certain area xvr. Hence 
ra·ngER1 (arch.) gamekeeper xv (cf. AL. 
rangeator, rangiarius XIV); wanderer xvr; 
(esp. U.S.) pl. body of mounted troops XVIII. 

rank1 rreiJk row, line; grade of station or 
dignity. XVI. - OF. ranc, var. of rene (now 
rang)= Pr. rene- Germ. *x:revgaz RING1. 

rank2 rrel)k A. tproud, rebellious OE. ; 
tstout and strong XII ; tswift, violent XIII ; 
B. tfull-grown OE. ; vigorous or luxuriant 
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of growth ; coarsely luxuriant XIII ; grossly 
rich or fertile; gross, coarse in manner XIV; 
of offensively strong smell; absolute, down
right XVI. OE. ranc proud, stout, valiant, 
showy in dress = (M)LG. rank long and 
thin, ON. rakkr erect, f. Germ. '*rar;kaz; 
further relations and the primitive sense and 
later development of meaning are uncertain. 

rankle ne· IJkl fester (now only fig.) XIV; 
fret, chafe (as, or as with, a sore) XVI. -OF. 
rancler, raoncler (cf. medL. rancliire, 
ranquillare), var. of draoncler (mod. dial. 
drancler), f. rancle, raoncle, var. of draoncle 
ulcer, festering sore - medL. dranculus, 
for L. dracunculus, dim. of draco serpent, 
DRAGON. 

ransack ne·nsrek tsearch (a person); 
search (a place), examine thoroughly XIII; 
search (a place) with intent to rob, plunder 
XIV. -ON. rannsaka search for stolen 
goods, f. rann house ( = OE. <ern; cf. BARN) 
+ -saka, rei. by gradation to scekja SEEK. 
The earliest exx. are from northern and 
eastern texts; used by Ch. and Gower, and 
in PPI. 

ransom rre·nsam procuring the release of 
a prisoner by a payment, sum so paid. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. rans(o)un- OF. ransoun, 
raenfon (mod. ranfon) = Pr. rezemson :- L. 
redemptio(n-) REDEMPTION. So ra·nsom vb. 
XIII (Cursor M.)- OF. ransouner (mod. 
ranfonner); for the dissimilation of n .. n to 
n .. m cf. RANDOM. 

rant rrent the uproariously merry; declaim 
in an extravagant manner. XVI (Sh.). 
- Du. tranten talk foolishly, rave, also 
tranden, whence trand (XVII, B. Jonson). 
Hence rant sb. high-flown declamation; 
(dial.) boisterous merrymaking. XVII. 

ranunculus ranA·IJkjttl"s crowfoot, butter
cup. XVI. - L. ranunculus little frog, tad
pole, medicinal plant (perh. crowfoot), dim. 
of rana frog, after Gr. {3aTpaxwv, dim. of 
{3aTpaxos frog. 

rap1 rrep strike or knock smartly. XIV. prob. 
imit.; perh. of Scand. origin: cf. Sw. rappa 
beat, drub, and clap, flap, slap, tap. So rap 
sb. XIV; cf. Sw. rapp, Da. rap. 

rap 2 rrep counterfeit coin current in Ireland 
XVIII (Swift); type of the smallest coin, 
(hence) least bit XIX. Shortening of Ir. 
ropaire. 

rapacious rapei· fas given to grasping. 
XVII (Jer. Taylor). f. L. rapaci-, rapax, 
f. rapere snatch; see RAPE3, -rous. So rapa
CITY rapre·siti XVI (Bacon). -F. or L. 

rape1 reip any of the six administrative 
districts of the county of Sussex, England. 
XI (rap, Domesday Book; taken up by legal 
and antiquarian writers from XVI). Iden
tical with OE. rap ROPE (the var. rope is 
found occas. XIV), the reference being to the 
fencing-off of land with a rope (cf. 'Illam 
terram suis fidelibus funiculo [with a rope] 
divisit', Dudo of St. Quentin, in Migne's 

RARE 

Patrologia Latina cxli 652); cf. the similarly 
used cogn. OHG., MHG. reij. 

rape• reip turnip; Brassica producing oil
seed. XIV. - L. rapum, rapa turnip, ob
scurely rei. to Gr. rhdpus, rhdphus turnip, 
rhdphanos, rhaphdne radish, OS!. repa, Russ. 
ripa, Lith. rope, OHG. ruoba turnip. 

rape• reip take by force XIVj ravish (a woman) 
XVI. -AN. raper- L. rapere seize, snatch, 
take by force (cf. RAPTURE). So rape sb. 
tviolent seizure, robbery; carrying away 
of a person by force XIV ; violation of a 
woman XV. -AN. ra(a)p, rape rape of a 
woman (Britton), f. the vb. 

rapid rre·pid moving with great speed XVII ; 
acting or happening quickly XVIII. - L. 
rapidus lit. carrying along or away, f. rapere 
seize, carry off quickly or violently ; see 
RAPTURE, -ID1 • So rapidiTY rapi·diti. XVII. 
-F. or L. 

rapier rei·pia.t kind of sword. XVI. prob. 
- Du. rapier or LG. rappir (cf. Sc. trapper) 
-F. rapiere, orig. espee rapiere (1474) 
'rapier sword', of unkn. origin. 

rapine rre·pain seizing and taking away by 
force. xv. - (O)F. rapine or L. rapina, f. 
rapere seize; see RAPE•. -INE4• 

rapparee rrepari· Irish pikeman or irregular 
soldier. XVII. - Ir. rapaire, pl. rapairidhe 
( -i·ja) short pike. 

rappee rrepi· coarse snuff, orig. produced 
by rasping a piece of tobacco. XVIII. -F. 
(tabac) rape, pp. of raper RASP. 

rapport rrep5·.tt, II rap5r t report XVI (rare); 
relationship, connexion XVII. F., f. rap
porter, f. re- RE- 7+apporter bring- L. ap
portare, f. ad- AP-+ portare carry (see PORT3). 

rapprochement rapra·Jma establishment 
of harmonious relations. XIX. F., f. rap
procher, f. re- RE- 7 + approclzer APPROACH; 
see -MENT. 

rapscallion rrepskre·lian rascal, vagabond. 
XVII. Later form of rascallion (XVII), f. 
RASCAL, after trampallion (xvr) ruffian, 
scoundrel, or later MDu. rappailie rabble; 
cf. for the ending TATTERDEMAL(L)ION. 

rapt rrept taken and carried up to heaven, 
etc. xrv; carried away by force ; carried 
away in spirit xv; transported with emotion, 
plunged in thought XVI. - L. raptus, pp. of 
rapere seize, rei. to Lith. aprepiu take by 
force; cf. RAPE 3, RAPID. So raptuRE rre·ptf::>r 
tcarrying off, violent seizure, rape ; trans
port of mind, ecstatic state ; rhapsody 
XVII. - medL. raptiira seizure, ecstasy, f. 
rapt-, pp. stem of rapere. 

rare1 rEa.t tnot thick or closely set ; few and 
widely separated ; of unusual merit xv; 
uncommon XVI. - L. rarus. Cf. F. rare 
(xvr). So ra·reFY. XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. 
rarefier or medL. rarificiire, extension of L. 
riirefacere. rariTY rEa·riti. XVI. -F. rarete, 
trarite, or L. raritiis. Also trari·ety (xvi), 
after variety. 
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rare• n:::~.I underdone. xvn. Later form of 
rear, OE. hrer, of unkn. origin. 

rarebit rr::~·.Ibit in Welsh rarebit (BIT1), ety
mol. alt. of W. rabbit. XVIII. 

raree-show rc::~·rifou peep-show. XVII. 
pro b. Savoyard's pronunc. of rare show; cf. 
'Raree shew men, poor savoyards who sub
sist by shewing the magic lanthorn and 
marmots about London', Grose. The G. 
name is raritiitenkasten 'box of rareties'. 

rascal ra·sk;Jl trabble; tyoung or inferior 
deer of a herd XIV; tone of the rabble, man 
of low station xv; low or unprincipled 
fellow XVI. -OF. rascaille (mod. racaille), 
prob. f. ONF. *rasque = OF. rasche, Pr. 
rasca scab, scurf :- Rom. *riisica, f. *riisiciire 
(cf. OF. raschier, Pr., Sp. rascar, Sp., Pg. 
rasgar scratch), f. ras-, pp. stem of L. radere 
scrape, scratch, shave. As adj. xv. Hence 
ra·scalLY1. XVI (Sh., Jonson). 

rase reiz tscratch, slit, slash; scrape XIV; 
level with the ground, RAZE XVI. - (O)F. 
raser shave close = Pr., Sp. rasar, It. 
rasare :- Rom. *rasare (AL. XIII), f. ras-; 
see prec. Cf. ERASE. 

rash1 rref (dial.) active, brisk XIV; hasty or 
impetuous in action or behaviour XVI. OE. 
'*'r;esc = (M)Du. rasch, OHG. rase (G. 
rasch), ON. rpskr doughty, brave:- Germ. 
'*'raskuz, perh. for *raj>skuz, f. *rap
RATHE; the existence of the word in OE. 
may be inferred with probability from the 
occurrence of rmsc storm, ligetjrmsc light
ning, rmscan quiver, flash. 

rash 2 nef superficial eruption of the skin. 
XVIII. corr. in form to OF. ra(s)che skin 
eruption = It. rasclzia itch, but the late 
emerge?ce of the word is against direct 
connexwn. 

rasher rre·f;~.r slice of bacon or ham (to be) 
cooked by boiling or frying. XVI (Nashe). 
Of unkn. origin ; the suggestion of a thing 
'rashly or hastily roasted' (Minsheu, r627) 
is not convincing. 

raskolnik rreslw·lnik dissenter from the 
Russian church. XVIII. - Russ. raskdl'nik, 
f. raskdl split, schism. 

rasp rasp coarse file. XVI. -OF. raspe 
(mod. rape; cf. RAPPEE), f. rasper scratch, 
scrape = Pr., Sp. raspar, It. raspare :
Rom. '*'rasp are ( cf. medL. raspatorium rasp) 
-WGerm. ( =OHG.)rasponscrapetogether, 
of doubtful origin. So rasp vb. scrape 
as with a rasp XIV ; make a grating noise xrx. 
In ME.- OF. rasper; later f. the sb. 

raspberry ra·zb;Jri (fruit of) plant of the 
genus Rubus. XVII (ras-, resberry). f. svnon. 
rasp (XVI), shortened form of traspis ·(XVI), 
traspes, trespis, which was used as coli. pl. 
or as sg. ( cf. AL. raspeium XIII); it is of unlm. 
origin, but is identical in form with traspis 
(xv-xvi) a kind of wine. See BERRY. 

RATII 

rat1 rret rodent of some of the larger species 
of the genus Mus. OE. net, reinforced in 
late ME. from (O)F. rat= Pr. rat, Sp. rata, 
Pg. rato, -a, It. ratto :- Rom. *rattus, 
whence (with variations of cons. and vowel) 
OS. ratta (MLG. rotte, MDu. ratte, Du. 
rat, rot), OHG. ratta fern., rato m. (MHG. 
ratte, rat, G. ratte fern.), Sw. rdtta, Da. 
rotte, and OHG. ratza (MHG., G. ratz m., 
ratze fern.) ; ult. origin unkn. and historical 
details uncertain. In ME. raton (mod. dial. 
rattan, ratten) was the more frequent word. 
-OF. raton (f. rat with augm. suffix); vars. 
with o, rottan, -en, occur from XVI and 
survive dial. 

rat 2 net (mild imprecation) xvn. repr. 
affected pronunc. of ROT vb. Cf. DRAT. 

rata rii ·t;~ large forest tree of :s-ew Zealand. 
XIX. Maori. 

ratafia rret;Jfi·;J cordial flavoured with fruits 
or their kernels. xvrr. -F. ratafia (Boileau), 
pro b. of Creole origin and rei. to tafia rum. 

rataplan rret;Jplre·n tattoo, rub-a-dub. XIX. 
- F. rataplan, of imit. origin. 

rat-a-tat net;~tre·t sharp rapping sound 
repeated. XVII. imit. So rat-ta·t. xvrrr. 

ratchet rre·tfit set of teeth on the edge of 
a wheel, etc. in which a cog, etc. may catch. 
XVII (rochet). - F. rochet (in OF.) blunt 
lance-head, (later) bobbin, spool, ratchet 
(wheel), corr. to or partly- It. rocchetto 
spool, ratchet, dim. f. Rom. *rokk- ; see 
ROCK3• Later assim. to synon. ratch (xvnr) 
distaff, which may depend upon G. ratsche. 

rate1 reit A. testimated quantity or worth 
xv; t price XVI ; B. quantity in relation to 
another, value of one thing in respect of that 
of another xv; fixed relative charge XVI ; 
degree of speed XVII ; relative amount of 
variation XIX; C. tstandard, measure xv; 
class (as of ships) xvrr. -OF. rate- medL. 
rata (evolved from phr. pro rata, short 
for pro rata parte or portione according to 
an estimated or fixed part, proportionally), 
fern. of ratus (see RATIFY). Hence rate vb. 
tfix the amount of, allot XV ; estimate, 
reckon, assess XVI. 

rate2 reit chide angrily. XIV (Ch.). Also 
tarate (PPI.), of which rate may be an 
aphetic form; the significance of the occas. 
vars. trehete (xv), trahate (xvi) is obscure; 
perh. to be referred to OF. (a)reter (of 
which a var. aratter occurs) accuse, blame = 
Pr. reptar, OSp. rebtar, reutar blame, 
challenge :- L. reputiire REPUTE .. 

ratel rei·t;~l S. African carnivore, :.vlellivora 
capensis. XVIII. - Afrikaans rate!, of unkn. 
origin. 

rath rap fortress. XVI. - Ir. rdth (now pro
nounced rii) = Gael. trdth, Gaul. (ace.) 
ratin, -ratum in place-names (e.g. Argento
ratum, Strasbourg). 



RATIIE 

rathe reit'5, rath ra]J (arch. and dial.) 
quick, eager OE.; early XIII (in compar.), xv. 
OE. hr::ep, var. of hr::ed (ME. and dial. rad) 
= OHG. (h)rad, ON. hraor, Goth. *raps:
Germ. "'x.ra]Jaz, cogn. with Lith. api/kratai 
swift, kreliu, krataii, Mir. crothaim I shake. 
The form rathe is from OE. obi. cases. So 
rathe adv. tquickly, soon OE.; early XIV 
(now arch. and dial.; comp. rathe-ripe XVI). 
OE. hrape, hr::epe = MLG. rade, OHG. 
(h)rado, Cf. RASH1• 

rather rii•tJ;).r tmore quickly, (dial.) earlier, 
sooner; the more readily, the more OE. ; 
more properly; somewhat XVI. OE. hrapor 
(=Goth. rapizo), compar. of hrrepe RATHE 
adv.; see -ER 3 • The pronunc. rei·tJ:u, which 
shows normal development of ME. a in an 
open syll., is now only dial., as are also pro
nuncs. with re, a; cf. father, gather, lather. 

ratify rre·tifai make valid by consent or 
formal sanction. XIV. - (O)F. ratifier
medL. ratificare, f. L. ratus fixed, estab
lished, pp. of reri reckon, think; see RATE', 
-FY. Sora:tiFICA'TION. xv-(O)F.-medL. 

ratio rediou relation of one quantity to 
another XVII ; tration XVIII. - L. ratio, f. 
rat-, pp. stem of reri reckon, think; cf. 
RATION and REASON. 

ratiocination rre:Jiousinei·J:m process of 
reasoning. XVI. - L. ratiocinatio(n-), f. 
ratiocinari calculate, deliberate, f. ratio 
REASON; see -ATION. So ratio·ciDATE3, 

ratio·ciDATIVE. XVII; cf. F. ratiociner, 
-cinatif. 

ration rre·J;}n, (formerly) rei·Jan allowance 
of victuals or provisions. XVIII. In naval 
and military use- F. ration- It. razione or 
Sp. racion (cf. medL. ratio soldier's ration, 
in reference to Spain, XIII in Du Cange)
L. ratio(n-) reckoning, computation, sum or 
number (for other senses see REASON). 
«1f Earliest obs. uses in the senses 'reasoning', 
'ratio' (xvi-XIX) were immed. from L. 

rational ne·Janal endowed with reason XIV 
(Trevisa); based on or pert. to reason XVI; 
(math.) XVI (Billingsley); agreeable to 
reason, reasonable XVII. - L. rationalis, f. 
ratio REASON; see -AL1• Cf. F. trational, 
mod. rationnel). So rationale rreJ;}nei·li 
reasoned exposition; rational basis. XVII. 
- modL. rationale, sb. use of n. of rationalis. 
ra·tionahsM. XIX; after F. rationalisme 
(r8o3), G. rationalismus. ra·tionahsT. XVII; 
after F. rationaliste (xvr). ra·tionahzE. 
XIX (Coleridge). 

ratlin(e), -ling rre·tlin, -Iii) (naut.) thin line 
or rope xv; pl. small lines fastened hori
zontally on the shrouds XVII. Early forms 
ratlin, raddelyne, radelyng, of unkn. origin. 

rattan r;}tre·n species of Calamus, stem of 
this, switch or stick made therefrom. XVII. 
var. of earlier rot(t)ang- Malay rotan, prQb. 
f. raut pare, trim, strip. 

rat-tat(•tat) see RAT-A-TAT. 

RAVIN 

ratteen rlf!ti·n thick twilled woollen fabric. 
XVII. - F. ratine, of unkn. origin. 

rattle ne·tl give out a rapid succession of 
short sharp sounds XIV ; various trans£. uses 
from xvr. prob.- (M)LG., MDu. ratelen 
= MHG, ra:5;:eln (G. rasseln), of imit. 
origin. Hence rattle sb. rattling sound; 
instrument for making a rattling noise ; 
plant having a seed-pod that rattles XVI; cf. 
LG., Du. rattel, G. rassel. OE. hrretele, 
hratele plant-name ('bubonica', 'hiero
botanicum') appears to have no historical 
connexion; but rattle-bag child's toy (xvi), 
which occurs as a surname in Ratellebagge 
('Rotuli Hundredorum' 1273), may be orig. 
a comp. of the OE. word (perh. 'rattling 
seed-pod'). 

ratty rre·ti pert. to, infested with, rats; 
miserable, wretched (like a drowning rat?); 
irritated. XIX. f. RAT sb.+-Y1

• 

raucous r5·k;:,s hoarse and harsh. XVIII. 
f. L. raucus :- *ravicus, f. ravus hoarse, 
ravis hoarseness; see -ous. So rau·ciTY 
r5·siti. XVII - F. or L. raucitas. 

ravage rre·vid3 devastation. XVII. - (O)F. 
ravage, alt., by substitution of -AGE, of 
ravine RAVINE, both being used in the sense 
'rush of water'. So ra·vage vb. XVII. 
-F. ravager, f. ravage. 

rave reiv the mad, (hence) talk wildly. 
XIV (Ch., Gower). prob. - ONF. raver, rei. 
obscurely to (l.Vl)LG. reven be senseless, 
rave, Du. travelen, ravotten. 

ravel rre·vl (dial.) entangle, become en
tangled XVI ; unravel xvn. poss. - Du. 
ravelen tangle, fray out, unweave, corr. 
obscurely to LG. reffeln, rebbeln. 

ravelin rre·valin (fortif.) outwork of two 
faces forming a salient angle. xvr. - F. 
ravelin- It. travellino, (now) rivellino = 
Sp. rebellin, Pg. revelim, of unkn. origin. 

raven1 rei·vn large black bird with raucous 
voice, Corbus corax. OE. hrrefn = OS. naht/ 
hralJan 'nocticorax', MLG., MDu. raven 
(Du. raaj), OHG. (h)raban, ON. hrafn, 
beside MDu. ra•ve, OHG. rabo (G. rabe) 
:-Germ. *xralJnaz, "'xralJan; belongs to 
a group of imit. words: L. corvus raven 
Gr. korax raven, korone crow, Ir. cru 
raven, Skr. karavas crow ('that says ka'), 
Pol. kruk raven, Lith. kraukia croaks, Lith. 
sdrka, Russ. Soroka magpie. 

raven• rre·vn ttake by force, divide as 
spoil xv; devour voraciously (also intr.). XVI. 
- (O)F. raviner rush, ravage, (now) hollow 
out, furrow :- Rom. *rapinare, f. L. rapina 
RAPINE. So ra·veDER2

• XIV- OF. ravineor 
:- L. rapinatorem, -ator; ra·venous- OF. 
ravineux, f. the vb. 

ravin rre·vin, raven 3 rre·vn (arch.) rapine; 
voracity; spoil, prey. XIV. - (O)F. ravine 
:- L. rapina RAPINE. 



RAVINE 

ravine r;~vi·n tviolence, violent rush (rare) 
xv; deep narrow gorge, mountain cleft XIX. 
- (O)F. ravine in mod. sense XVII, (formerly) 
violent rush, impetuosity, fall (of earth), 
torrent (of water), corr. to Pr. rabina im
petuosity, ardour :- L. rapina RAPINE, in 
Rom. (by assoc. with rapidus RAPID) im
petuous or violent action. 

ravish ne·vif seize and carry off (a person), 
remove from sight XIII (Cursor M.); trans
port with strong feeling xrv. - raviss-, 
lengthened stem of (O)F. ravir ~, It. rapire, 
Rum. rap! :- Rom. *rapire, for L. rapere 
seize; see RAPE3, -ISH2• 

raw r5 uncooked OE.; in a natural or un
wrought state ; crude XIV ; inexperienced 
xvr. OE. hreazv = OS. hrlio (MDu. raeu, 
rou, ro, Du. rauzv), OHG. (h)riio, rau-, rou-, 
ro(G. roh), ON. hrdr :-CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*xrazvaz :- IE. *krowos, f. a base repr. also 
by Oir. cru, Lith. krafijas, OS!. krzlvi blood, 
Gr. kreas, Skt. kravis raw flesh. 

ray1 rei line of light xrv; various techn. 
senses from XVII. - (O)F. rai = Pr. rai, Sp. 
rayo, It. raggio :- L. radiu-s; see RADII.:S. 

ray 2 rei edible sea-fish allied to the shark 
(family Raiidre). XIV. - (O)F. raie = Sp. 
raya, It. (prop. Venetian) razza :- L. raia 
(Pliny). 

raze reiz tscratch, graze; tscrape out, 
erase; sweep away, efface. XVI. var. sp. of 
RASE. 

razor rei·z;~J instrument for shaving. XIII. 
ME. raso(u)r- OF. rasor, -our (superseded 
by rasoir :-Rom. *riisorium), f. raser RASE; 
see -OR1 ; the sp. razor dates from XVI. 

razzia rre·zi;~ hostile incursion, raid. XIX. 
- F. razzia - Algerian Arab. ghiiziah, var. 
of Arab. ghazwah, ghaziih military expedi
tion, f. ghasw war. 

razzle-dazzle ne·zldrezl riotousjollity. XIX. 
Of U.S. origin; jingling formation on 
DAZZLE. 

re1 rei (mus.) second note of a hexachord 
or of the octave in solmization. xrv. See 
GAMUT. 

re• ri in the matter of, concerning. XVIII 
(Hearne). abl. of L. res thing, affair. Also 
in re. 

re- (unstressed, mostly) ri, (emph. or with 
stress, esp. with the sense 'again') ri, (with 
main or secondary stress, as in recipe, 
recognize, record, redolent, reference, register, 
renovate, resolute, revolution) re; repr. L. re-, 
(before a vowel. in the classical period) red
( e.g. redimere REDEEM, redo/ere, redundiire 
REDOI.:ND) surviving in the doubled cons. of 
reddere RENDER, religio RELIGION, etc.; prefix 
restricted to the Italic group, having the 
general sense of 'back' or 'again', occurring 
in many Eng. words of L. or Rom. origin 
(cf. F. re-, re-, Sp., Pg. re-, It. ri-), or of 
Eng. formations freely modelled on these. 
From the L. was derived an adj. *recos, 

REACH 

repr. in reciprocus RECIPROCAL, and an adv. 
retr6 backwards, RETRO-. In combination 
with a- the prefix is disguised in rally, ram
part, and ransom, and in the non-naturalized 
rallentando, rapport, rapprochement. The 
meanings of the L. prefix, which are all 
repr. in Eng., are: (1) backwards from a 
point reached or to the starting-point, e.g. 
recedere RECEDE, redire return, respicere look 
back (see RESPECT), revocdre REVOKE; pass
ing sometimes into 'away', e.g. rernovere 
REMOVE; (2) back to an earlier state or over 
to another condition, e.g. reficere re-do, re
make (see REFECTION), renoviire RENOVATE, 
reponere REPOSE, restituere (see RESTITUTION), 
resumere RESU:viE; (3) back in a place, from 
going forward, e.g. refrenlire REFRAIN', re
manere REMAIN. retinere RETAIN, residere RE
SIDE, restiire REST 2 ; (4) again, in return, in 
repetition or reiteration (the most frequent 
use in new formations, and sometimes 
doubled or trebled to express further repeti
tion); (5) in a contrary direction, so that 
what has been done is annulled or destroyed 
( = UN- 2), e.g. recingere ungird, recliidere 
unclose (for later use see RECLUSE), renun
tilire RENOUNCE, reprobare REPROVE, resigniire 
RESIGN, revellire unveil, REVEAL; (6) in oppo
sition or conflict, e.g. rebellis REBEL, recri
minliri RECRIMINATE, recuslire refuse ( cf. 
RECUSANT); (7) in response to a stimulus, 
with intensive force, e.g. redolere (see REDO
LENT), requirere REQUIRE, resolvere RESOLVE, 
Rom. *resentire RESENT, *resimullire RE
SEMBLE, F. redouter (cf. REDOUBTABLE). 

Words containing the prefix occur as early 
as c.12oo, are prominent in AncrR. and 
RG!ouc., and become more frequent inCh., 
PP!., Trev., Wyclif; it became an Eng. pre
fix in xvr, formations on native words being 
modelled to some extent on foreign comps., 
as recall on L. re·vociire, recast after F. 
refondre, renew on L. renovlire. There are 
double forms with different meanings (with 
or without hyphen) arising from the coining 
of new formations from els. identical with 
those of already existing ones, e.g. re-cover 
(cover again) beside RECOVER. The hyphen 
in general is used when a re-compound is 
coupled with the simplex, as bind and re
bind, and when the simplex begins with e, 
as re-enter, which in U.S.A. usage is often 
re-enter. 

reach1 ritf stretch out, extend (in various 
lit. and fig. uses). OE. rrecan (pt. rrehte, 
rlihte), also gerrecan = OFris. reka, rets(i)a, 
MLG., (M)Du. reiken, OHG. (G.) reichen 
:- WGerm. *raikjan, with which Lith. 
raizytis stretch has been connected. The 
typical ME. forms of pt. and pp. were 
rau(g)hte, rau(g)ht r5t; the new reeked 
appeared c.I400, later reached XVI. comp. 
reach-me-doz~n ready-made or secondhand 
(garment); pl. trousers. XIX (Thackeray). f. 
customer's request, reach me down (a gar
ment from a peg or shelf). Hence reach 
sb. continuous stretch, as of a waterway XIII 
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(in place-names); act or extent of reaching 
XVI. 

reach 2 ritf tspit, hawk OE. ; make efforts to 
vomit (see RETCH). XVI. OE. hniJcan o.o 

ON. hrlikja spit, f. Germ. *xraik-, repr. 
also by OE. hrtica, ON. hrdki spittle; of 
1m1t. origin (cf. OE. hroh phlegm, hrohian 
hawk, clear the throat, dial. rough). 

react ri!e·kt act in turn or in response to a 
stimulus xvn ; move or tend in a reverse 
direction XIX. f. RE- 5, 7+AcT vb., after F. 
reagir or late L. reagere. So reA·cTION 
XVII (Florio, rendering It. reazione), prob. 
after F. reaction (XVI; in political sense 
xvm), whence rea·ctioDARY XIX; partly 
after F. rt!actionnaire (xvm in political 
sense). reAGENT riei·d3;}nt (chem.) sub
stance employed to detect the presence of 
another by the reaction produced XVIII · 
after reaction. ' 

read1 rid (now techn.) stomach of an animal. 
OE. reada, of unkn. origin. 

read 2 rid pt., pp. read red tthink, suppose, 
guess; discern the meaning of (chiefly in 
read a riddle, a dream); inspect and interpret 
aloud or silently (signs representing speech); 
also intr. OE. riEdan = OFris. reda, OS. 
riidan (Du. raden advise, guess), OHG. 
riitan (G. raten guess, read (a riddle), ad
vise), ON. rdtfa advise, plan, contrive, rule, 
explain, read, Goth. -redan :- CGerm. 
*riEtfan, prob. rei. to Oir. imJrddim I deli
berate, consider, OS!. raditi take thought, 
attend to, Skr. rtidh- accomplish. · Also pp. 
'informed by reading', as in well-read XVI. 
The orig. senses of the Germ. vb. are those 

of taking or giving counsel, taking charge, 
controlling (the sense 'advise' has been pre
served in Eng. with the form REDE); the 
sense of considering or explaining some
thing secret or mysterious is common to 
several langs., but that of interpreting 
written symbols is peculiar to OE., and 
ON. (perh. through OE. infl.). 
The orig. Germ. conjugation is repr. by 

OE. (rare) pt. red, reord, and pp. (ge)riEden, 
OS. ried, red, and *giriidan (Du. riet, ried, 
and geraden), OHG. riat and girtiten (G. riet 
and geraten), ON. rdtf and rdoinn, Goth. 
-rairop and *-redans :- CGerm. *rerotf and 
*gariEdanaz; but the usual OE. forms were 
riEdde and (ge)r;ed(e)d, on the analogy of 
liEdan LEAD2, ME. radde, redde and (i)rad, 
(i)red; since XVII the Eng. inf., pt., and pp. 
have been identical in spelling. Hence rea·d
ER1. OE. riEdere; reading-book xvm. rea·d
ING1 OE. riEding. 

ready re·di in a state of preparation for 
something, prompt, quick. xu-xm (Ormu
lum, La3., S.Eng. Leg., Cursor M.). Early 
ME. r;edi(;), readi, redi, also Jeredi, ireadi, 
extended forms (with -Y1) of OE. riEde, usu. 
geriEde (ME. irede) = OFris. rede, MLG. 
rede, gerede (Du. gereed), OHG. reiti, MHG. 

REAP 

gereite, parallel to OE. gertid straight, wise, 
prudent, -conditioned, MLG. gered, MHG. 
gereit ready, ON. reitfr,greitfr ready (whence 
ME. tgraith, dial. gradely), Goth. garai]Js 
arranged; f. Germ. *raio- prepare, arrange; 
connexion with RIDE has been conjectured, 
the basic meaning 'prepared for a journey' 
being supposed. 

reaP ri·;}l (orig. leg.) pert. to things (as dist. 
from persons) xv; actually existing or 
present; that is truly what its name implies 
XVI. orig.-AN. real= (O)F. reel; later
its source, late L. reiilis, f. res thing, ace. 
rem, corr. to Vedic rdm riches, iatdJrti 'hav
ing a hundred riches' ; see -AL 1• So re·ahsM 
XIX (Coleridge); orig. after G. realismus 
or F. realisme. re·ahsT (philos.) xvu; after 
F. realiste (xv1). In the sense 'adherent of 
philosophical realism' earlier treal (XVI), 
after late L. reiilis. realiTY ri!e·liti. XVI. 
- (O)F. or medL. re·ahzE, realizA·TION. 
XVII (Cotgr.). -F. rt!aliser, -isation (xv1). 
realLY 2 ri·;}li. xv; after late L. retiliter. 

real" ri·;,l, re·al small Spanish silver coin. 
XVII. - Sp. real, sb. use of real ROYAL; in 
full real de plata 'royal coin of silver' (cf. 
PLATE). 

realgar ri!e·lga.I native disulphide of 
arsenic. XIV. - medL. realgar- Arab. rehj 
al-ghar 'powder of the cave or mine' (rehj 
powder, al AL-2, ghtir cave). Cf. F. realgar, 
formerly treagal, triagal, trealgal, Sp. 
rejalgar. g In some vars. Arab. j is repr. by 
s; cf. OSp. risalgado, Pg. resalgar, rosalgar, 
It. risogello, risigallo, medL. risigallum, 
resegale, Eng. tresalgar (x1v, Ch.), trosalger 
(xv), trosaker (XVI). 

realm relm (now rhet. and techn.) king
dom. XIII (S.Eng. Leg.). ME. reaume, later 
reame, reume, realme (XIV)- OF. reaume, 
realme (mod. royaume), corr. to Pr. regeme, 
re(y)alme, OSp. rea(l)me, It. reame- L. 
regimin-, REGIMEN; blending with OF. reiel 
ROYAL, etc. produced forms with -1-, which 
finally prevailed in Eng., realm being estab
lished c.I6oo, rialm and royalme being 
earlier prevalent. 

ream1 rim 20 quires of paper. XIV. - OF. 
raime, reyme, remme (mod. rame), also 
riesme, corr. to Cat. raima, Sp., Pg. resma 
-Arab. risma bundle of clothes, etc. (whence 
also It. risma, the source of Du. riem, G. ries, 
whence Sw., Da. ris), f. rasama remain 
fixed, collect into a bundle. g Rag paper 
was introduced into Spain by the Arabs. 

ream 2 (dial.) cream. OE. ream= MLG. 
rom( e), (M)Du. room, MHG. rnilchJroum (G. 
rahm, dial. raum, rohm) :- WGerm. *rauma 
(ON. rj6mi is :- gradation-var. *reum-). 

reap rip cut (grain) for harvest. The pre
sent form descends from ME. repetz, reopen, 
repr. OE. (i) reopan, "'riopan (late Nhb. 
rioppa, rippa, also hr-, with characteristic 
cons.-doubling), var. of ripan (pt. ripde, 
*ripte), and (ii) *repan (pt. pl. rrepon); no 

[743] 



REAR 

certain cogns. are known. (OE. pt. pl. ripon 
implies an inf. *ripan, pres. ripe, rip]>, repr. 
by ME. and dial. ripe, pt. rope. C]j Various 
types, some showing admixture, are found 
in ME., early modE., and mod. dial., viz. 
inf. rippe, rip, tripe, pt. rep, rept, rope, 
pp.tropen, trepen, trept, ripped, rope.) 

rear1 ri"'.r set up, lift up, raise (lit. and fig.) 
OE.; bring up, breed xv; intr. rise on the 
hind feet XIV. OE. r:Eran =ON. reisa, Goth. 
urJraisjan awaken :- CGerm. *raizjan, 
causative of *reisan RISE. C]j Superseded in 
many senses by the Scand. RAISE. 

rear• ri;JJ hindmost part. xvr. In earliest 
use military and naval; prob. extracted from 
phr. in the rearward (xv) or simply a shorten
ing of rearward or rearguard, as the some
what later VAN 1 is of vanguard. C]j Aphetic 
deriv. from ARREAR is not supported by the 
chronology. 

rearguard ri"'·.rga.rd trear portion of an 
armed force xv (Caxton); portion detached 
from the main force to protect the rear XVII. 
-OF. rereguarde (cf. F. arriere-garde), f. 
rer, riere :- L. retro back (see RETRO-) + 
guarde GUARD. The AN. var. reren·arde is 
repr. by rea·rward. XIV; see WARD1 • 

rearmouse ri;J·.rmaus (dial.) bat (Vesper
tilio). OE. hdremus, the first el. of which is 
of unkn. origin, the second is MOUSE; poss. 
alt. of synon. hreaoemus. 

reason ri·zn fact or circumstance serving as 
ground or motive for action; intellectual 
power, thinking faculty. XIII (AncrR.). 
Many senses now obs. have been current, 
as well as phr., which often depend on 
foreign models. ME. res(o)un, reson, reisun 
-OF. reisun, res(o)un (mod. raison) = Pr. 
raz6, Sp. raz6n, It. ragione :- Rom. *ra
tione, L. ratio(n-) reckoning, account, judge
ment, understanding, reasoning, method, 
motive, cause (cf. RATIO, RATION), f. rat-, 
pp. stem of rerl think, reckon; see -TION. So 
reason vb. tquestion, call to account XIV; 
thold discourse xv; think connectedly or 
logically xvr. - OF. raisoner (mod. -onner), 
f. raison, after medL. rationtire. rea·son
ABLE agreeable to reason XIII (Cursor M.); 
tendowed with reason; having sound 
judgement; not exceeding limits assigned 
by reason XIV.- (O)F. raison(n)able, f. raison, 
after L. rationabilis. C]j OF. re(s)nable is 
repr. by renable (XIII to mod. dial.) eloquent, 
fluent. 

reasty ri·sti (dial.) rancid. xvr (Tusser). 
Later form of tresty (xiv-xvn)- OF. •·este 
left over, pp. of rester remain, REST1 • Other 
related (dial.) forms are reesed, reezed (xv), 
var. of trest (xv) ; reest become rancid (xv); 
reasy adj. (xvn, Cotgr.), RUSTY 2• 

Reaumur reH>mju"', J!reomdr Name of a 
thermometer invented by Rene Antoine de 
Reaumur(r683-I7 57), French physicist. XVIII. 

REBUS 

reave riv pt., pp. reft (arch.) commit rob
bery ; despoil ; take forcible possession of. 
OE. reafian = OFris. rtivia, rtiva, OS. robon 
(Du. rooun), OHG. roub6n (G. rauben), 
Goth. biJraubon :- CGerm. *rauoojan (cf. 
ROB), f. *raub- (whence also OE. reaf plun
der, equipment, clothing = OFris. rtif, OS. 
rof, OHG. roub; cf. ON. reyji fleece and 
ROBE, *reuo- (whence OE. reofan break, tear; 
cf. BEREAVE, ON. rjtifa break, violate); 
the orig. sense is 'break', as in cogn. L. 
rup-, rumpere (see RUPTURE). The prevailing 
Sc. form is reive. Hence reaver, Sc. reiver 
ri·v"'.r robber, plunderer (brought into 
literary use by Scott). OE. reajere = OFris. 
rtivere, MDu. rovere (Du. roover), OHG. 
roubari (G. riiuber). 

rebate ribei·t tdeduct, subtract; reduce, 
diminish xv; tdull, blunt XVI. Late ME. 
rabat - (O)F. rabattre, f. re- RE-+abattre 
ABATE; later alt. by substitution of re
for the first syll. Hence rebate ri·beit 
deduction. XVII; cf. F. rabat. Formerly 
trebateMENT. XVI. -OF. rebatement. 

rebeck ri·bek (hist.) three-stringed fiddle. 
XVI. -F. rebec, trabec, corr. to Pr. rebec, 
Cat. rabec, It. tribeca, unexpl. alt. of OF. 
ribebe, rubebe (whence ME. ribibe, 1'U-, ribi
ble), Pr. rebeb, It. tribeba- Arab. rabtib 
(dial. rabeb) one- or two-stringed fiddle ; 
other perverted forms are OF. rebdle, Cat. 
rabell, Sp., Pg. rabel, Pg. (with AL- 2

) arrabil. 

rebel re·b("')l adj. that refuses obedience or 
allegiance xm; sb. one who does this xrv. 
In earliest use as predic. adj., later in attrib. 
position (now felt rather as the sb. used 
attrib.). - (O)F. rebelle. adj. and sb. - L. 
rebellis adj. and sb. (said orig. of the con
quered making war afresh), f. re- RE- 6+ 
bellum war (cf. BELLICOSE). So rebel 
vb. ribe·l. XIV. - (O)F. rebeller- L. rebel
/tire, f. re- RE- 6+belltire fight, make war, 
f. bellum. rebellion ribe·lj;m. xrv. - (O)F. 
rebellion- L. rebellio(n-). Hence rebe·llrous. 
XVI; preceded by trebellous (xv)- F. trebel
leux. Cf. REVEL. 

rebound ribau·nd bound back. XIV. - OF. 
rebnnder, (also mod.) rebondir, f. re- RE- I+ 
bondir BOUND 4• Hence or- JF. rebond sb. xvr. 

rebuff ribA·f repel bluntly. XVI (Sidney). 
-F. trebulfer -It. ribulfare, rabbulfare, f. 
ribuffo, rabbuffo, f. ri- RE- 6 + buffo gust, 
puff, of imit. origin. So rebu·ff sb. XVII 
(Florio). -F. trebuffe- It. ribuffo. 

rebuke ribjii·k tbreak down, force back; 
chide severely. XIV. -AN., ONF. rebuker 
= OF. rebuchier, f. re- RE- I ~buschier, 
buchier, bukier beat, strike, prop. cut down 
wood, f. busche (mod. buche) Jog, prob. of 
Germ. origin. Hence rebu·ke sb. xv. 

rebus r!·b"'s enigmatic representation of a 
name, word, etc. by pictures suggesting its 
syllables. XVII (Camden). -F. rebus- L. 
rebus, abl. pl. of res thing (see REAL), in 
the phr. de rebus qure geruntur 'concerning 
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things that are taking place', title given by 
the clercs de basoche (guild of lawyers' 
clerks) of Picardy to satirical pieces con
taining riddles in picture form produced at 
carnival times. 

rebut ribA·t trevile, reproach XIII (Cursor 
M.); trepel, repulse XIV; check XV; (leg.) 
repel by counter-proof XIX (intr. XVII). 
-AN. rebuter, OF. rebater, -bouter, f. re-, 
RE- 6-f-boter BUTT1. Hence rebu·ttAL2 XIX; 
so rebu·ttER5 (leg.) defendant's answer to 
plaintiff's surrejoinder. XVI. 

recalcitrant rikre·lsitr;mt kicking against 
restraint. xrx. - F. recalcitrant - L. re
calcitrant-, -tins, prp. of recalcitriire kick out, 
(later) be refractory (whence reca·lcitrate, 
-a· tion XVII), f. re- RE- 6 + *calcitrum kick, 
f. calc-, calx heel; see -ANT. 

recall rik5·1 call back; revoke. xvr. f. 
RE- r, 2, 3 +CALL, after L. revociire or F. 
rappeler. Hence reca·ll sb. XVII. 

recant rikre·nt retract as erroneous. XVI 
(Lyndesay). - L. recantiire recall, revoke 
(Horace), f. re- RE- S+cantiire sing, CHANT, 
after Gr. 7TaA<v<piletv ( cf. late L. palinodiam 
canere recant, Macrobius). Hence recan
tA·TION ri-. XVI. (j[ Terms originating at 
the Reformation. 

recapitulate ribpi·tjiileit go over or 
repeat again. XVI. f. pp. stem of late L. 
recapituliire, f. re-, RE- 4+capitulum section 
of a writing, CHAPTER; see -ATE 3 ; preceded 
by trecapitle (xv, Lydg.) - OF. recapitler, 
var. of recapituler. So re:capitulA·TION. 
XIV. - (O)F. or late L. 

recast rika·st cast (metal) again; refashion. 
XVIII. f. RE- 4 + CAST, after (O)F. refondre. 

recede risi·d retire from a place. xv. - L. 
recedere, f. re- RE- I + cedere go, CEDE. So 
recess rise·s tretirement, withdrawal XVI ; 
(period of) retirement from occupation; 
retired, receding, or inner part XVII. - L. 
recessus, f. recedere RECEDE. rece·sSION re
tirement. XVII. - L. (Vitruvius). rece·s
sionAL1 (hymn) sung during the retirement 
of clergy, etc. after a service. xrx. 

receipt risi"t A. recipe. B. reception (of 
money, etc.); money received XIV (written 
acknowledgement of this XVII); office for the 
reception of moneys xv (r. of the Exchequer). 
ME. receit(e)- AN. (ONF.) receite = OF. 
reroite, var. (with -ei-, -oi- from receivre, 
reroivre) of recete (mod. recette, after It.) 
= Sp. receta, It. ricetta - medL. recepta, 
sb. use of fern. pp. of recipere RECEIVE. 
The sp. with p appears in OF. recepte 
(xrv), a latinized form of recete. (j[ Many 
uses no longer current depend on early F. 
uses and on contacts with receive. 

receive risi·v take to oneself XIII (Cursor 
M.); accept, take in, admit; be the object of 
XIV. ME. receive, receve- OF. receivre, var. 
of reroivre ( = Pr. recebre, Sp. recibir, It. 
ricevere) or later (refash.) recevoir, ult. :- L. 

RECIPROCAL 

recipere ; see RECIPIENT and cf. CONCEIVE, 
DECEIVE, PERCEIVE. So recei·VER2 XIV
AN. *receivere, -our = OF. recevere. 

recension rise·nfan tenumeration, survey 
XVII ; critical revision of a text, text so 
revised xrx. - L. recensi6(n-), f. recensere 
reckon, survey, review, revise, f. re- RE- 4+ 
censere; see CE:«SOR, -ION. 

recent ri·sant lately done or happened XVI ; 
lately formed or begun XVII. - F. recent or 
L. recent-, recens. 

receptacle rise·ptakl containing vessel, 
place, or space. XV (Lydg.). - (O)F. recepta
cle or L. receptaculum, f. receptare, f. recept-, 
pp. stem of recipere RECEIVE. 

reception rise·pfan action of rece1vmg, 
XIV (Gower, in astron. sense); in gen. sense 
XV (not freq. til mid-xvii). - (O)F. reception 
or L. receptio(n-), f. recipe1·e; see prec. and 
-TION. So rece·ptrVE. xvr. - medL. 

Rechabite re·bbait one of the Jewish 
family descended from Jonadab, son of 
Rechab, who abstained from wine and strong 
drink and refused to live in houses XIV (Wycl. 
Bible), hence, total abstainer XVII, dweller 
in tents xrx. -Vulgate L. Rechabita, used 
in pl. to render Heb. pl. Rekiibim, f. Rekiib 
(Jer. xxxv); see -ITE. 

rechauffe reifou·fei, flreJofe warmed-up 
dish. xrx. F., pp. of rechauffer warm up 
again, f. re-+echauffer; see RE- 4, CHAFE, -Y5• 

recheat ritfi-t tassembling of hounds, notes 
sounded on a hom for this purpose. xv 
(Malory). f. recheat vb.- OF. racheter, 
raclzater (whence ME. rechate XIV) re
assemble, rally. 

recherche r;Jf,~·Jfei, !:uferfe very choice or 
rare. XVIII. F., pp. of recherclzer search for 
carefully, RESEARCH. 

recidivist risi·divist one who relapses. XIX. 
-F. recidiviste, f. recidiver- medL. recidi
viire, f. L. recidivus, f. recidere fall back, f. 
re-+cadere fall; see RE- 2, CASE, -IVE, -IST. 
(j[ In much earlier use were trecidivate xvr, 
t-ation XV (Lydg.). 

recipe re·s1p1 t (imper.) take xrv; sb. 
formula for a medical prescription xvr, for 
a dish in cookery XVIII. - L. recipe, imper. 
sg. of recipere RECEIVE. 

recipient risi·pi;mt one who or a thing 
which receives. XVI. -F. recipient- It. 
recipiente or L. recipient-, -ens, prp. of 
recipere RECEIVE, f. re- + capere; see RE- 2, 
HEAVE, -ENT. 

reciprocal risi·pr;~kal done in return; 
inversely related XVI ; corresponding to each 
other; (gram.) reflexive XVII. f. L. reciprocus 
moving backwards and forwards, alternating 
:- *recoprocos, f. *recos+ *procos, f. (re. 
spectively) RE- and PRO-\ with *-cos as in 
anticus ANTIQUE, posticus (f. post after) ; cf. 
(O)F. reciproque, whence treciproque XVI, 
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RECITE 

common c.I570-I6zo); see -AL1• So reci·
procATE3. XVII. f. pp. stem ofL. reciproctire, 
f. reciprocus. reciprocA"fiON. xvr. -F. or 
L. recipro·crTY resipm·siti. xvm. -F. (in 
medL. 'recurrence', 'reflexive action'). 

recite risai ·t repeat or utter aloud; state or 
describe in detail. XV (Caxton). - (O)F. 
reciter or L. recittire read out, f. re- RE- 7 + 
cit are CITE. Hence reci ·tAL 2 • xvr. So recitA
TION resitei•J;m, xv (Caxton). - (O)F. 
•·licitation or L. recittitio(n-). recitative 
resit;Jti·v adj. and sb. XVII (Evelyn). - It. 
recitatiw (also used in Eng. from xvn, 
Evelyn, Pepys), orig. in stile recitativo (cf. 
'after the Italian manner (Stylo Recitative)' 
B. Jonson I6I7), (mus.) manner of declama
tion combining melody with the rhythms of 
speech; cf. F. recitatij(I69o): see -ATIVE and 
cf. medL. recitative; in express terms ; for
merly str. re·citative (Johnson), reci·tative 
(Byron, 'Don Juan' IV lxxxvii). 

reck rek take care, heed, care, concern one
self. OE. shows two types: (i) *recan, pt. 
•·ohte (whence ME. reche, rouhte, later 
rought till XVII) •= OS. rokjan, OHG. 
ruohhen, ON. rmkfa :-Germ. *rokfan; 
(ii) reccan, the origin of which is obscure, 
paralleled in recceleas, earlier recci-, RECK
LESS. The present form, which appears as 
rek(k)-, reck- in XII and XIII (Ormulum, 
Havelok, Cursor lVI.), is due partly to 
generalization of the k of ME. 3rd sg. pr. 
ind. rekp (OE. recp, which may belong to 
either *•·ecan or reecan), partly to the infl. 
of 0~. rcekfa. Forms with a long stem
vowel are indicated by ME. reke (xrv), con
tinued in reak, wreak (xvr-XVII). New pt. 
and pp. in -ed appeared xv. 

reckless re·klis careless, negligent. OE. 
reeceleas, rcie-, earlier reccileas, whence ME. 
rech-, retch(e)less (to XVII), reach- (XVI-XVII), 
corr. to MLG. rokel6s, (M)Du. roekeloos, 
OHG. ruahhalos (G. ruchlos); f. base of 
RECK+-LESS; forms with -(c)k- are extant 
from Orm's date, by assoc. with the vb. 
(rekkenn). 

reckon re·kn A. trecount, relate OE. 
(once); enumerate, name serially XII (Orm); 
count, compute XIII ; estimate, consider xrv. 
B. make a calculation, settle accounts with; 
calculate or design to xvr ; depend on xvn. 
OE. gerecenian = OFris. rek(e)nia, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. rekenen, OHG. 1·ehhan6n (G. 
reclmen) :- WGerm. *(ga)rekenojan, perh. f. 
*rekf1wz (OE. recen, OFris. rekon clear, 
open) ready, rapid, straightforward. 

reclaim riklei·m tcall (a hawk) back xm 
(Cursor M.); recall, bring back; reduce to 
obedience XIV (Gower); claim restoration of 
XVI ; bring (land) under cultivation XVIII. 
- (O;,F. reclamer- L. rec!timiire cry out, 
exclaim; cf. Pr., Sp. reclamar, It. richiamare; 
see RE- 2, CLAIM. So reclamATION rekla
mei·Jan. XVI. - F. or L. 

RECOMPENSE 

recline riklai·n tlay down xv; (of a dial) 
incline from the vertical XVI ; rest in a re
cumbent position XVII. -OF. recliner lean, 
of a dial (as above), and reinforced from its 
source L. recliniire bend back, lay aside, 
recline, f. re- RE- I-+- -cliniire (cf. DECLINE, 
INCLINE). 

recluse riklfrs sb. person shut up from the 
world for the purpose of religious con
templation XIII (Ancr.R.); person of retired 
life XVIII; adj. XIV. - (O)F. reclus, fern. 
recluse, pp. of reclz~re :- L. reclfidere (pp. 
recliisus) shut up, (earlier) open, f. re- RE- 4+ 
claudere CLOSE. 

recognition rek;Jgni·J;m t(Sc. leg.) re
sumption of lands by a feudal superior xv; 
acknowledgement as true or valid XVI ; 
identification of a person or thing xvrn. 
- L. recognitio(n-), f. recognit-, pp. stem of 
recognoscere; see RE- 4, COGNITION. So 
recogniZE re·bgnaiz t(Sc. leg.) resume 
possession of xv; trevise, amend; tacknow
ledge, admit; treat as valid, approve; know 
again XVI. Early forms mccunnis (Sc.), 
recognis, -nish, soon assim. to vbs. in -ise, 
-IZE. -OF. recon(n)iss-, pres. stem of re
connaistre (mod. reconnaftre) :- L. recogno
scere. recogniZANCE rika·(g)niz;Jns legal 
bond or obligation XIV (Ch.); trecognition; 
tbadge xv. -OF. recon(n)issance (mod. 
RECON~AISSANCE) ; cf. COGNIZANCE. 

recoil rikoi·l tbeat or drive back XIII 
(AncrR.); retreat, retire XIV; tgo or draw 
back xv; spring back XVI. - (O)F. reculer, 
corr. to Sp. recular, Pg. recuar, It. rinculare 
-Rom. *reciildre, f. re- RE-I + ciilus poste
riors (cf. Olr. czil back, Skr. kiila- rear
guard); for oi repr. F. ii cf. FOIL1 • Hence 
recoi·l sb. XVI, with a rare ME. ex. (xiv); cf. 
F. recut (xvi). 

recollect rekale·kt call back to one's mind 
XVI. var., with distinctive pronunc., of 
recollect rikale·kt tcollect; collect again XVI; 
summon up (one's spirits, courage, etc.) 
XVII ; f. recollect-, pp. stem of L. recolligere, 
f. re- RE- I +colligere COLLECT1• So Recol
lect re·kalekt Observantine of the Fran
ciscan order. xvn- medL. recollectus, pp. of 
L. recolligere; cf. F. recollet (whence Re·
collet xvn), Sp. recoleto, It. recolletto. 
recolle·cnoN A. (ri-) gathering together 
again XVI ; B. (re-) concentration of thought; 
recalling to the memory XVII. - F. or medL. 

recommend rekame·nd commend or com
mit to God (Ch.); tpraise, commend XIV 
(PP!.); mention or introduce with approval; 
make acceptable xvn. - medL. recom
mendiire (based on F. recommander, It. racom
mandare, etc.), f. re- RE- 7 + commendare 
COMMEND. So re:commendA•TION. XV. 
- medL., so F., etc. 

recompense re·bmpens reward, requite. 
xv. - (O)F. recompenser - late L. recom
pensiire, f. re- RE- 4, 7+compensdre COMPEN
SATE. So sb. XV- F. recompense, f. the vb. 



RECONCILE 

reconcile re·k:msail bring again into 
friendly relations or agreement XIV (Wyclif, 
Trevisa); make compatible xvr. - (O)F. 
reconcilier or L. reconcilicire, f. re- RE- 2, 7+ 
concilicire CONCILIATE. So re:conciliA'TION. 
XIV (Ch.). - F. or L. 

recondite re·kmdait, rib·ndait thidden 
away; removed from ordinary understand
ing or knowledge. XVII. - L. reconditus, 
pp. of recondere put away, hide, f. re-RE- I+ 
condere, put together, compose, hide, f. com 
CON-+ base -dere, as in addere ADD. 

reconnaissance, -noiss- rik;l'nis~ns ascer
tainment of the position and strength of an 
enemy. XVIII (both forms in Wellington's dis
patches).- F. reconnaissance, -oissance, f. stem 
of reconnaftre, later form of reconnoitre (:
L. recognoscere RECOGNIZE), whence recon
noitre rek~noi·t~~ make a reconnaissance 
(of). XVIII (early). 

record re·k5.rd (leg.) fact of being com
mitted to writing as evidence XIII (Cursor 
M.); fact of being preserved as knowledge 
XIV; (leg.) authentic report of proceedings 
XV; account of a fact in writing, etc. XVI. 
- (O)F. record remembrance, f. recorder 
bring to remembrance = Sp. recordar, It. 
recordarsi (cf. OF. soi recorder remember) 
:- L. recordcire, usu. -ciri (Rom. ref!. "'sibi 
recordcire) think over, be mindful of, f. re
RE-+cord-, cor HEART; whence record vb. 
rik5·.rd A. tcommit to memory XIV; practise 
(a song, tune) xv; B. trecall, remember; 
relate, set down in writing XIV. So re
corder (I) rik5·.rd~~ magistrate holding a 
court of quarter-sessions, orig. lawyer 
appointed by the mayor and aldermen (of 
London) to keep in mind proceedings of the 
court, etc. xv. -AN. recordour, OF. re
cordeur, f. recorder; see -ER2• recorder (z) 
rik5·.td;}.t wind instrument of the flute kind. 
xv (Lydg.). f. record vb. in the sense 
'practise a tune'+ -ERt. 

recount rikau·nt relate, tell in detail. xv. 
-A~., O~F. reconter, f. re- RE- 4 + conter 
COU~>."T. ~ (O)F. has raconter, f. re- + 
aconter ACCOUNT. 

recoup rikil·p tinterrupt xv (rare); (leg.) 
deduct; recompense for loss or outlay XVII. 
-OF. recouper cut back, retrench, interrupt, 
re-sell, f. re- RE- I, 2 +couper cut, OF. coper 
prop. behead (cf. It. accoppare strike down), 
f. Rom. *'cuppa CUP, transf. head. 

recourse rik5·.rs treturn; tcourse, move
ment; resort to a person or thing XIV (Ch.); 
means resorted to xv. - (O)F. recours- L. 
recursu-s, f. recurs-, recurrere run or tum 
back, resort (see RECUR). 

recover rikA·v;}~ trans. get or bring back, 
regain; intr. regain a status. XIV. -AN. 
recoverer, OF. recovrer (mod. recouvrer), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. recobrar, It. ricoverare- L. 
recupercire RECUPERATE. So reCO'VERY, XIV. 
-AN. recoverie, OF. reco(u)vree, f. the vb. 

RECTIFY 

recreant re·kri;}nt confessing oneself van
quished, (hence) cowardly, craven XIV (also 
sb.); false, apostate XVII (sb. XVI). -OF. 
recreant adj. and sb. use of prp. of recroire 
yield, surrender :- medL. (se) recredere sur
render (oneself), f. re- RE- 5 +credere entrust, 
believe; see CREED, -ANT, and Cf. MISCREANT. 
(II A term of the greatest infamy in the 
Middle Ages; cf. 'illud verbum odiosum 
quod recreantus sit', Bracton 'De legibus ... 
Angli::e' III II xxxiv § z. 

recreate re·krieit restore to a good or 
wholesome condition, refresh. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. recrecire, f. re- RE- z + creare 
CREATE. So recreA·TION trefreshment, 
nourishment; refreshment by pleasant 
occupation. XIV. - (O)F. -L. re·creaTIVE. 
XVI; after F. n!creatif. (II Distinct from 
re:crea·te ri- create afresh. XVI. 

recrement re·kriment refuse, waste. XVI. 
-F. recrement or L. recrementum, f. re-+ 
ere-, pt. and pp. stem of cernere separate; 
see RE- I, DISCERN, DISCRETION, -MENT, and 
cf. excrement. 

recriminate rikri ·mineit retort an accusation, 
accuse in return. XVII. f. pp. stem of med. 
L. recriminare, f. re- + L. crlminari accuse, 
f. crimin-, crimen; see RE- 6, CRIME, -ATE 3• 

So recriminA·TION. XVII. -F. or med. L. 

recrudescence rikrude·s~ns breaking out 
afresh. XVIII. f. L. recriidescere, f. re-+ 
criidescere become raw; see RE- 4, CRUDE, 
-ESCENCE. So -ENCY XVII, -ENT XVIII. 

recruit rikrii·t treinforcement (abstr. and 
concr.) of troops; tpl. reinforcements, 
(hence) one of the men composing these, 
newly enlisted soldier. XVII. - F. dial. 
(Hainault) trecrute = F. recrue (whence 
somewhat earlier Eng. trec1·ew), sb. use of 
fern. pp. of recro'itre = Pr. recreiser, etc. 
:- L. recrescere, f. re- + crescere grow; see 
RE- 4, CRESCENT and cf. CREW. So recrui·t 
vb. reinforce; replenish; enlist new soldiers; 
recover health or vigour XVII; enlist (men) 
XIX. - F. recruter, f. trecrute. In ordinary 
F. use the vb. recruter first appeared in 
gazettes published in Holland and was con
demned as barbarous by Racine and others. 
(II The words were adopted in the Germ. 
langs. (Du. recruut, rekruteeren, G. rekrut, 
-ieren) and in other Rom. langs. (Sp. recluta, 
-ar, It. recluta, -are, Pg. recruta, -ar). 

rectangle re·kt:oel)gl right-angled quadri 
lateral. XVI (Digges). - F. rectangle or medL. 
rectangulum, for earlier rectiangulum (Isi
dore), sb. use of n. sg. of *rectiangulus (after 
Gr. dpiJoywvws), f. L. rectus straight, RIGHT+ 
angulus ANGLE 2• Hence re·ctanglED 2 xvr 
(Billingsley), recta·ngulAR xvn; after F. 

rectify re·ktifai put right, remedy XIV; 
refine by chemical process xv; adjust XVI. 
- (O)F. rectifier- medL. rectificare, f. L. 
rectus RIGHT; see -FY. So re:ctiFICA'T!ON. 
xv- (O)F. or late L. 

[747] 



RECTILINEAR 

rectilinear rektili·ni;}.J characterized by 
straight lines. XVII. f. late L. rectilineus, 
f. rectus RIGHT+ linea LINE1 ; see -AR. 

rectitude re·ktitjiid tstraightness xv; moral 
uprightness XVI. - (O)F. rectitude or late L. 
rectitudo, f. rectus RIGHT; see -TUDE. 

recto re·ktou right-hand page of a book 
when open, front of a leaf. XIX. - L. recto 
(sc. folio leaf) on the right side of (a leaf), 
abl. of rectus RIGHT. Cf. VERSO. 

rector re·kt;u truler, governor XIV (Tre
visa); incumbent of a parish whose tithes 
are not impropriate XIV (PPI.); head of a 
university, etc. xv. -OF. rectour (mod. 
recteur) or L. rector, -or-, f. pp. stem of 
regere rule (see REGENT). So re·ctORY1 bene
fice held by a rector XVI ; residence XIX. 
- AN., OF. rectorie or medL. rectoria; 
see -Y3 • 

rectum re·kt;}m final section of the large 
intestine, so called from its form in some 
animals. XVI. - L. rectum, short for 
intest'inum rectum the straight gut (Celsus), 
n. of rectus straight (RIGHT). 

recueil r;}ko·j literary compilation. xv 
(recuyell, Caxton). In XV-XVI in anglicized 
forms, from xvn in the F. form recueil, 
f. recueillir gather together, see RE- 4, CULL. 

recumbent rilu:mb;}nt lying down, re
clining. xvn. - L. recumbent-, -ens, prp. of 
recumbere recline, f. re- RE- I + -cumbere ( cf. 
INCUMBENT). 

recuperate rikjii·p;}reit trecover, regain 
XVI; restore (esp. in health) xvn; (intr.) re
cover health, etc. XIX. f. pp. stem of L. 
recuperare, f. re- RE- 2+ *cup- (as in occupiire 
OCCUPY), var. of *cap- (see HEAVE), with 
extension as in tolerare TOLERATE. So re
cuperA"TION trecovery xv (Caxton; rare 
before xvn); restoration of health XIX. - L. 

recur rik;}•.t go or come back, return (now 
in abstr. senses) xv; occur again XVII. - L. 
recurrere, f. re- RE- I, 4 + currere (see CUR
RENT). So recurrENCE rikA·r;}ns. XVII (Sir 
T. Browne); recurrENT rilu·r;}nt. XVI. 

recusant re·kjuzant Roman Catholic (etc.) 
who refused to attend services of the Church 
of England. XVI (Act of Edward VI). - L. 
recusant-, -ans, prp. of reciisare refuse, f. re
RE- 6+causa CAUSE (cf. accuse, excuse); see 
-A."<T. 

red red of the colour of blood, sunset 
clouds, rubies, glowing coal. A widespread 
IE. colour-name. OE. read = OFris. nid, 
OS. rOd (Du. rood), OHG. rot (G. rot), ON. 
rauor, Goth. rau]Js :- CGerm. *rauoaz :
*roudhos, f. IE. base repr. also by Oir., 
Gael. ruadh, W. rhudd, Serb. riid, Lith. 
raildas, L. rufus RUFOUS (Italic robus), OE. 
reod, ON. rj6tfr red, ruddy, Goth. gariudi, 
Gr. ereuthein redden, and L. ruber (cf. 
RUBICUND, RUBRIC), rubigo rust, russus (see 
RUSSET), Gr. eruthr6s, Skr. rudhirds red, 
rudhirdm blood, OS!. rlideti sja become red, 

REDEEM 

Lith. rzldas; cf. RUDDY, RUST. (j[ The 
shortening of the stem-vowel is paralleled 
in bread, dead, lead (metal); the long vowel is 
retained in the surnames Read(e), Rede, 
Reid. 

comp. re·dBREAST. xv (Lydg., Promp. 
Parv.); cf. LG. rod-, Du. roodborstje; 
red deer. xv (Malory); red herring. xv; 
after (O)F. hareng saur;red lead1.xv; red
short, see COLD-SHORT; redstart re·d
stiiJt singing-bird Ruticilla phcenicurus, 
having a red tail. XVI; OE. steort tail (see 
START1); cf. Du. roodstartje, G. rotsterz and 
Eng. red-tail (xvr). Hence re·ddEN5 vb. xvn 
(Cotgr.). re·ddiSH1

• XIV (Trevisa). 

red- var. of RE-. 

-red rid repr. OE. riiden condition, which 
was freely used as a suffix, as in broporriiden 
brotherhood, freondriiden friendship, sibrii
den relationship. Only a few were retained 
in ME., but there were some new formations, 
as felawrede fellowship, gossibrede GOSSIPRED, 
haterede(n) HATRED, kinrede(n) KINDRED. In 
Sc., by metathesis, the suffix assumed the 
form -rend, -rand (-rent, -rant), as hatrent, 
manrent (homage, vassals). 

redaction rid!e·kJan preparation for 
publication. XIX. - F. redaction- late L. 
redactio(n-) (Boethius), f. redact-, pp. stem 
of redigere drive back, collect, reduce, f. re
RED-+agere (see AGENT). 

redan rida!·n (forti£.) field-work having 
two faces forming a salient angle. XVII. 
-F. redan, var. of redent notching as of a 
saw, f. re- RE-+dent TOOTH. 

reddle see RADDLE, RUDDLE. 

rede rid trule, govern OE. ; tguide, guard, 
appoint XIII; advise, counsel OE. ; interpret 
xvm. ME. form of READ 2, retained for arch. 
senses. So rede sb. (arch.) counsel; tplan 
of action; tsuccour, remedy OE.; tale, 
story XIV. OE. riid, corr. to OFris. red, OS. 
riid (Du. raad), OHG. rat (G. rat), ON. 
rdo :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *riioaz, -am, 
f. base of *'riioan READ 2 j cf. READY, RIDDLE. 

redeem ridi·m buy back; free (mortgaged 
property) by payment; free by paying ran
som; deliver, spec. from sin xv; make up 
for, compensate XVI. -F. ri!dimer or L. 
redimere, f. re- RE- 2+emere buy, orig. take 
(cf. OS!. imq, Lith. imu I take, and see 
EXEMPT, PEREMPTORY, PROMPT). The long 
vowel of the second syll., paralleled in 
ESTEEM, is indicated in the earliest forms 
with -eme. (OF. raembre :- L. redimere is 
repr. by ME. raim xm-xrv.) Hence 
redee·mER1• xv. (Earlier tredemptor- OF. 
or L.) So redempTION ride·m•Jan action 
of freeing or delivering; ransom. XIV. 
- (O)F. redemption- L. redemptio(n-), f. 
redempt-, pp. stem of redimere; cf. RANSOM. 
rede·mptoriST member of the Congrega
tion of the Most Holy Redeemer. XIX -F. 



RED-GUM 

red-gum re·dgAm papular eruption. XVI. 
alt., by assim. to GUM\ of tredgown(d), 
t-gowm (xv), later form, infi. by RED, of 
radegound (XIV once, PPI.), f. obscure first 
el. + (dial.) gound pus, esp. from the eyes, 
OE. gund = OHG. gunt pus, Goth. gund 
carcinoma, connected by some with Gr. 
kantluile swelling. 

redintegrate redi·ntigreit restore to com
pleteness or unity. xv. f. pp. stem of L. 
redintegrtire, f. red- RE- 2 + integrtire INTE
GRATE. So redintegrA'TION. XV. 

redolent re·dol;mt tsweet-smelling XIV; 
smelling of or with XVII (Dryden). -OF. 
redolent or L. redolent-, -ens, prp. of redolere, 
f. red- RE- 1+olere emit a smell, rei. to odor 
ODOUR; see -ENT. So re·dolE!'fCE. xv. -OF. 

redouble ridA"bl double in quantity xv 
(Caxton); repeat XVI. - F. redoubler; see 
RE- 4, DOUBLE vb, 

redoubt ridau·t tsmall work within a 
fortification; square or polygonal outwork 
or field-work. XVII. - F. redoute, tridotte 
- It. tridotta, now ridotto ( = F. reduit, Sp. 
reducto)- medL. reductus refuge, retreat, f. 
pp. stem of reducere draw off, withdraw (see 
REDUCE). fJl The intrusive b is due to assoc. 
with next. 

redoubtable ridau·t;1bl to be feared. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. redoutable, f. redouter fear, 
dread (whence redoubt vb. XIV), f. re- RE-7+ 
douter DOUBT ; see -ABLE. 

redound ridau·nd toverfiow; tabound; 
tflow or go back XIV (Wycl. Bible); tre
sound XIV; turn or contribute to some 
advantage or disadvantage xv; attach or 
accrue to XVI. - (O)F. redonder = Sp. 
redundar, It. ridondare :- L. redundtire (see 
REDUNDANT). 

redress ridre·s tset upright again; restore, 
amend, remedy XIV (Ch., in various applica
tions). - (O)F. redresser, tdrecier = Sp. 
redere{:ar, It. ridirizzare ( cf. medL. redre{:are, 
-escere, -ssare, etc.); see RE- 2, 3, DRESS. So 
redre·ss sb. XIV (Ch., Barbour). -AN. 
redresse, -esce, f. the vb. 

reduce ridjii·s tbring or lead back XIV; 
bring or restore to a condition; bring into 
subjection, bring down xv; diminish xvr. 
- L. reducere bring back, restore, replace 
(whence F. reduire, Sp. reducir, It. ridurre), 
f. re- RE- 2, 3, 4, S+ducere lead, bring (see 
DUCT). So redUCTION ridA·kJ;>n. XV. -
(O)F. or L. 

redundant ridA"nd;Jnt characterized by 
superfluity or excess. XVII. - L. redundant-, 
-tins, pp. of redundtire, f. red- RE-7+undti1·e 
(of the sea) be agitated, surge, f. unda wave; 
see WATER, -ANT. So redu·ndANCE, re
du·nd.A."!cY. XVII. - L. 

reduplicate ridjii·plikeit make double or 
twofold XVI; (gram.) XIX. f. pp. stem of late 
L. reduplictire (pp. in Tertullian), f. re- RE-

REEVE 

4 + duplictire DUPLICATE. So reduplicA 'TION 
doubling XVI; (gram.) repetition of an ele
ment of the radical or base of a word, as in 
the present and perfect tenses of some IE. 
langs. xvur. - late L. redupliciitio(n-) (Mar
tian us Capella, Boethius), tr. Gr. avaM1r.\wms; 
cf. F. reduplication. 

reed rid (tall straight stem of) any plant of 
the genera Phragmites and Arundo. OE. 
hreod = OFris. hriad, OS. hriod, OHG. 
(h)riot (Du., G. riet) :- WGerm. "'xreuiJa, 
referred to IE. *kru-, recognized in Tokh. 

reef1 rif (naut.) horizontal strip of a sail that 
can be taken in. XIV(rijj, Gower). - (M)Du. 
reef, rij (whence also G. rejj, reef, Sw. ref, 
Da. rev)- ON. rif (RIB) in same sense; cf. 
next. Hence reef vb. reduce (a sail) by 
taking in a reef. XVII; cf. Du. reven. Hence 
ree·fER1 reefing-jacket (close-fitting jacket). 
XIX. 

reef2 rif ridge of rock at or near the surface 
of the water XVI ; (in gold-mining, orig. 
Australian) lode of auriferous quartz XIX. 
Earlier riff( e), in nautical use- MLG. ref, 
rif, pl. reves, MDu. rif, ref (whence also 
G. riff, Sw. ref, Da. rev)- ON. rif (RIB) in 
same sense ; cf. prec. 

reek rik smoke OE. ; vapour, steam XIV; 
exhalation, disagreeable fume XVII. OE. 
rec, "'rfee = OFris. reek, OS. rok (Du. rook), 
OHG. rouh (G. rauch), ON. reykr :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *'raukiz, f. *'rauk
*'reuk-. From the second grade is reek vb. 
smoke (trans. and intr.); emit hot vapour 
OE. ; emit unwholesome vapour, stink 
xvm. OE. reocan = OFris. riaka, (M)Du. 
rieken, OHG. riohhan (G. riechen), ON. 
rjzika. The normal repr. of the OE. sb. is 
ME. and dial. reech; the k-form (which 
appears first in Cursor M.) is due partly to 
Scand. infl., partly to assoc. with the native 
verb. Hence ree·kv1• XIV; prominently Sc. 
(Auld Reekie, 'Old Smoky', nickname for 
Edinburgh). 

reel ril winding instrument, orig. for 
thread or silk OE.; (orig. Sc. f. the vb.) 
whirling movement, staggering roll; lively 
dance of Sc. origin XVI. (Gael. ruidhil, 
ruithil, righil are from Lowland Sc.) OE. 
hreol, of which no cogns. are known. Hence 
reel vb. (first in northerly texts) wind on a 
reel; whirl; stagger, sway XIV; dance a reel 
XVIII. 

reeve1 riv (chiefly hist.) in Anglo-Saxon 
times, high official having local jurisdiction; 
later, variously applied to local officers. 
OE. refa, aphetic var. of OE. gereja, earlier 
gir&ja (late Nhb. contr. form griEfa 
GRIEVE 2

), f. ge- Y-+ *raj in seegroj host of 
men, sta:frof alphabet = OHG. ruova, 
ruoba, ON. stafr6j. See PORTREEVE, SHERIFF. 

reeve 2 riv pt. and pp. reeved, later rove 
(naut.) pass (a rope) through a hole. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). prob. - Du. reven reef, 
with shift of meaning. 

[749] 



REFECTION 

refection rife·kf;}n refreshment, recreation 
XIV (Rolle); partaking of food, meal, repast 
XV. - (O)F. refection- L. refectio(n-), f. pp. 
stem of reficere remake, renew, f. re-+ 
facere make; see RE- 2, DO\ -TION. So 
refectORY1 rife·kt~ri, re·fikt~ri room for 
taking meals in. xv (Caxton). - late L. 
rejectorium (Gregory) ; cf. F. refectoire. 

refer rifa·~ attribute to a source or related 
thing; have relation or allusion to XIV (Ch.); 
commit to an authority, etc. XV. - (O)F. 
rejerer- L. referre carry back, f. re- RE- 2 + 
ferre BEAR2• referABLE re·f;}r;}bl. xvu; 
earlier referriBLB rif5·ribl. xvr. Hence 
referEE1 ref~ri· xvr (leg.); cf. committee. 
re·ferENCE re·f;}r;}ns. XVI (G. Harvey, 
Hooker); cf. conference, inference; hence F. 
reference. refere·ndum referring a matter 
to the whole body of voters (as in the Swiss 
constitution) XIX. gerund or n. gerundive of 
L. referre. re·ferENT (gram.). xrx; - prp. 
of L. referre. 

refine rifai·n free from impurity, imperfec
tion, or coarseness. XVI (Stanyhurst, Spen
ser). f. RE- 7 +FINE vb. 2, partly after F. 
raffiner. Hence refin·eMENT xvn, refi·DERY 
XVIII ; after F. raffinement, raffinerie. 

reflect rifle·kt divert, deflect xv (Lydg.); 
throw back (beams, etc.), turn one's 
thoughts upon xvn (B. Jonson); cast re
proach XVII (lVIassinger, Clarendon). 
-OF. refiecter or L. refiectere, f. ,·e- RE-I+ 
fiectere bend. So refte·cTION, reFLE'XION 
throwing back of light or heat XIV (Ch.); 
animadversion, imputation; fixing of the 
thoughts XVII (Clarendon)- (O)F. refiexion 
or late L. 

reform rif5·~m A. form again xrv; B. 
t restore; convert into another and a better 
form XIV; change for the better xv. -OF. 
reformer (mod. reformer) or L. reformare (cf. 
Sp. reformar, It. riformare); see RE- 2, 3, 
FORM vb. In sense A, a new formation since 
xvr, and now usu. sp. re-form and pro
nounced ri:f5·Jm. Hence or- F. reforme 
refo·rm sb. XVIII (Butler). So reformADo 
ref5.nna·dou disbanded officer. XVI (B. 
Jonson). - Sp., sb. use of pp. of refomzar. 
reformATION ref;umei·J;m improvement, 
radical change for the better xv (Wyntoun); 
(hist.) spec., with R. XVI; also re:forma·
tion ri- new formation. xv. - (O)F. or L. 
refo·rmatORYadj. XVI (Nashe); sb. institute 
for the reformation of juvenile offenders XIX. 

refract rifrre· kt deflect the course of 
(light, etc.). XVII. f. refract-, pp. stem of L. 
refringere, f. re- RE- I +frangere BREAK'. So 
refra·cTION t breaking open or up XVI 
(rare); deflection of rays, etc. XVII. -F. or 
L.; see FRACTION. refra·ctORY 2 stubborn, 
unmanageable XVII ; resisting the action of 
heat XVIII. alt. of trefractary (xvr, Jonson) 
- L. refracttirius (Seneca) ; cf. F. refractaire 
(Rabelais). But trefractorious is still earlier. 
11[ Refractory was formerly str. on the first 
syll. ; hence dial. rejatory. 

REGAL 

refrain1 rifrei·n burden of a poem or song 
(recurring at intervals and so breaking the 
sequence). XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. refrain, 
trefrein, succeeding to earlier refrait, -eit, 
prob. - Pr. refranh bird's song, f. refranhar
Rom. "'refrangere, for L. refringere, f. re
RE-7-1-frangere BREAK. 

refrain 2 rifrei·n trestrain; abstain. XIV. 
- (O)F. refrener- L. refrentire bridle, f. re
RE- 3 +frenum bridle, rei. to frendere grind. 

refresh rifre·J impart freshness to, restore 
to a fresh condition. XIV (Ch., Barbour, 
Trevisa). -OF. refreschier, refreschir (cf. 
Sp. refrescar, It. rinfrescare), f. re- RE- z+ 
fres, fern. fresche FRESH. Hence refre·sh
MENT. XIV (C'sk). 

refrigerate rifri·d3;}reit cause to become 
cold. XVI (More). f. pp. stem of L. re
frigertire, f. re- RE- 2 +/rigor-, frigus cold ; 
see FRIGID, -ATE3 • So refrigerA'TION. XV. 
- L. refri·gerATOR cooler XVII; apparatus 
for maintaining a cold temperature XIX ; 
earlier refri·geraTORY1 xvn. 

reft see REAVE. 

refuge re·fjud3 shelter from danger or 
trouble. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. refuge, corr. to 
Sp., It. refugio- L. refugium, f. re- RE- I+ 
fugere flee (cf. FUGITIVE). So refugEE1 

refjud3i· one who takes refuge in another 
country. XVII (refugie and -gee). - F. refu
gie, pp. of (se) refugier take refuge, f. the sb.; 
the ending was early assim. 

refulgent rifA•ld3;}nt shining with bright 
light. xvr. - prp. of L. refulgere, f. re
RE- 7 + fulgere shine; see PHLOX, -ENT. 

refund rif11.·nd tpour back XIV; pay back, 
repay XVI. -OF. refonder or L. refundere, 
f. re- RE- z+fundere pour (see FUSION); in 
later use based on FUND. 

refuse rifju·z tavoid; decline to accept or 
to do a thing ; trenounce XIV ; decline to 
grant XVI. - (O)F. refuser, corr. to Pr. 
refuzar, Sp. 1·ehusar, It. trifusare- Rom. 
"'refiistire, prob. alt. of L. recii.sare refuse 
(see RECUSANT), after refiUdre REFUTE. 
Hence refu·sAL 2• xv. So refuse sb. re·fjus 
rejected matter. xv (Promp. Parv.). perh. 
-OF. refuse, pp. of refuser. Ill For loss of e 
cf. COSTIVE, SIGNAL 2, TROVE. 

refute rifju·t trefuse XVI (rare); prove in 
error, disprove XVI. - L. refiitdre repel, 
rebut; see RE- 5, CONFCTE. So refutA·TroN. 
XVI. - L. 

regal ri·g<ll royal, kingly. XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
regal or L. regalis, f. reg-, rex king, f. a base 
common to the Italo-Celtic and Indo
Iranian groups and repr. by Gaulish '*rix 
(as in Dumnorix

1 
Vercingetorix), (O)Ir. rig 

king, Skr. samjrlij- supreme king, raja 
RAJA(H), rei. to L. regula RULE. See -ALl 
and cf. ROYAL. So regaliTY rigre·Jiti, XV, 
- OF. or medL. 



REGALE 

regale rigei·l entertain or feast in a choice 
manner. XVII. -F. regaler (whence It. 
regalare, etc.), f. re- RE- 7+0F. gale plea
sure, joy; see GALA, GALLANT. 

regalia rigei·lia royal powers or privileges 
XVI; insignia of royalty XVII. - medL. 
regalia royal residence, royal rights, n.pl. of 
regiilis REGAL; see -IA 2• 

regard rigii·.td A. taspect, look XIV; (arch.) 
look, glance xv; (hist.) official inspection of 
a forest xvr ; B. trepute, esteem XIV; 
observation, attention xv; thing to be con
sidered; kindly feeling or wish XVI. - (O)F. 
regard, f. regarder (see RE- I, 7, GUARD vb.), 
whence rega·rd vb. look at, take notice of 
xv ; heed, take into account, consider XVI; 
concern, have respect or relation to XVII 
(prp. regarding, passing into prep. XVIII). 
Cf. REWARD. So rega·rdANT (leg.) attached 
to a manor xv; (her.) looking backwards. 
-AN., (O)F. regardant prp. of the vb. 

regatta rigre·ta boat-race held on the 
Grand Canal, Venice XVII; hence gen. XVIII. 
-It. (orig. Venetian) tregatta, trigatta, 
regata (whence F. rt!gate, Sp. regata) 'strife 
or contention or struggling for the maistrie' 
(Florio), f. rigattare 'to wrangle, sell by 
retail as hucksters do, to contend, to cope 
or fight' (ib.), corr. to Sp. regatear haggle, 
sell by retail, contend in sailing. 

regelate ri·d3eleit freeze again. XIX (Tyn
dall). f. RE- 4+PP· stem of L.geliire freeze 
(see COLD). 

regenerate rid3e·nareit cause to be born 
again or reproduced. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. 
regeneriire (see RE- 4, GENERATE); based on 
earlier rege·nerATE 2 adj. re-born, formed 
anew xv; spiritually re-born xvr. So 
regenerA'TION re-creation XIV; spiritual re
birth xv. - (O)F. or L. 

regent ri·d3ant adj. presiding over dis
putations in a university XIV (Trevisa, 
maisters regentes, tr. L. magistri regentes); 
acting as regent of a country XVI; sb. one 
who rules, has royal authority, etc. xv. 
- (O)F. regent or L. regent-, -ens ruling, 
ruler, governor, prp. of regere rule; see 
RIGHT, -ENT. So re·gENCY office of a ruler 
or regent XV; body of persons acting for a 
sovereign; period during which a regent or 
regency governs XVIII. - medL. regentia. 

regicide1 re·d3isaid one who kills a king. 
xvr. 'f; L. regi-, stem of rex king (see REGAL) 
+-CIDE', prob. after F. regicide. So 
re·gicmE 2 killing of a king. XVII. 

regime rei3i·m tregimen of health; system 
of government. XVIII. - F. - L. regimen, 
f. regere (see REGENT). So regimen 
re·d3imen regulation of matters pert. to 
health XIV; rule, government xv; (gram.) 
government xvr. - L. regiment re·d3(i)
mant trule, government ; tcontrol, manage
ment; tplace under a certain rule XIV 
(Gower); tregimen of health; body of 
troops forming a unit xvr. - (O)F. regiment 

REGRESS 

- late L. regimentum rule, f. regere; see 
REGENT, -MENT. Hence vb. XVII, regime·n
tAL1 adj. and sb. pl. XVIII. 

region ri·d3an fkingdom, realm; track of 
country, division of the world XIV; part or 
division of the air, a city, the body XVI. 
- (O)F. region, corr. to Sp. region, It. 
regione- L. regio(n-) direction, line, boun
dary, quarter, district, province, f. regere 
direct, guide, rule; see REGENT, -ION. So 
re·gioDAL1 xvu -late L. 

register1 re·d3ista.1 A. volume in which 
particulars are systematically entered XIV; 
B. slider in an organ XVI; plate for regulating 
the passage of air, heat, or smoke; adjust
ment of printing type XVII. Late ME. 
registre, -estre- (O)F. registre, fregestre or 
medL. registrum, -estrum, alt. of regestum, sg. 
of late L. regesta list, register, sb. use of 
n. pl. of pp. of L. regerere transcribe, record, 
f. re- RE- ?+gerere carry, carry out, execute 
(cf. digerere DIGEST); the senses under Bare 
due to assoc. with F. regir guide, manage 
- L. regere (see REGENT). So re·gister vb. 
XIV- (O)F. registrer or medL. registriire, 
f. registrum. registrA•TION. XVI. - obs. F. 
or medL. re·gistRY registration XVI; place 
of registration; register XVII. Reduced form 
of registery (xv) - medL. registerium. regis
trar red3istra·.r one who keep a register. 
XVII; superseding in general Eng. use older 
re·gistrARY (retained in the University of 
Cambridge) XVI - medL. registriirius (f. 
registrum), re·gister 2 (retained in U.S.A. 
and Madras and 'of the Garter') XVI, osten
sibly alt. of tre·gistrer xrv (PPI.) - AN. 
•registrere= OF. registreur, medL. registriitor 
(see -ER2) 

regius ri·d31as designation of professors 
appointed by the Crown, instituted by 
Henry VIII. L., f. reg-, rex king; see REGAL. 

reglet re·glit tcolumn of a page XVI; 
(archit.) narrow band separating mouldings, 
etc. (Evelyn); (typogr.) narrow strip for 
making white spaces (Moxon) XVII. 
- (O)F. reglet, also reglette, dim. of regle 
RULE1; see -ET; in archit. sense - It. 
regoletto, f. regola. 

regnal re·gn::~l of a sovereign's reign. XVII. 
- medL. regniilis, f. regnum REIGN; see -AL1• 

regnant re·gn::~nt reigning, ruling. XVII. 
- L. regnant-, -iins, prp. of regniire REIGN; 
cf. F. regnant and see -ANT. 

regrate rigrei·t (hist.) buy up (commodities) 
to sell again at a profit. xv. -OF. regrater, 
supposed to be f. re- RE- 7 + grater (mod. 
gratter) scratch (of Germ. origin). Hence 
regra·tER\ -OR1• XIV (PPI.); in AL. regratiire 
(xm), regratiirius (XII). 

regress ri·gres return, re-entry. xrv. - L. 
regressus, f. pp. stem of regredi go back, f. re
RE- I + gradi step, go, rei. to gradus, step, 
GRADE. So regre·ssiON. XVI. - L. re
gre·ssxVE. xvn (T. Carew). 
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REGRET 

regret rigre·t remember with pain or long
ing XIV; grieve at XVI. - (O)F. regreter be
wail (the dead) (mod. regretter), with var. 
tregrater, whence ME. tregrate (XIV-XVII in 
both senses), corr. to Pr. regretar; perh. f. 
re- RE-7+Germ. *gretan weep, GREET 2

• So 
regre·t sb. tcomplaint, lament; sorrow, 
esp. for something lost. XVI. - (O)F. regret. 
f. the vb. 

regular re·gjQl;}:t tsubject to a religious 
rule XIV (Trevisa) ; conforming to a rule, 
principle, or standard XVI. Late ME. 
reg1tler (later with ending assim. to L.) 
-OF. reguler (mod. regulier, with change of 
suffix), corr. to Sp. regular, It. regolare 
- L. regularis (late in present sense), f. regula 
RULE; see -AR. So re·gulariZE. XVII (once 
in a diet. ; thereafter not before XIX, after 
F. regulariser). re·gulATE 3 control, adjust. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of late L. regulare. Hence 
regulA·TION XVII; rule prescribed XVIII. 
re·gulATOR. XVII. 

regulus re·gjUI;}S (astron.) bright star in 
Leo; tmetallic antimony, app. so called 
from its ready combination with gold; 
metallic part of a mineral XVI ; petty king 
XVII; golden-crested wren (also called 
kinglet; cf. F. roitelet) XIX. L., dim. of reg-, 
rex king (see REGAL). 

regurgitate rig~·:~d3iteit gush back again 
XVII; cast out again XVIII. f. pp. stem of 
medL. regurgitare, f. re- RE- r, 4 + late L. 
gurgitare. So regurgitA'TION. XVII. 
medL. 

rehabilitate rih;}bi-liteit restore to former 
status. XVI. f. pp. stem of medL. rehabili
tare; see HABILITATE. So re:habilitA·TION. 
XVI. - medL. t][ In earliest use Sc. 

rehearse rih~· .Is recite, relate XIII ; practise 
the performance of XVI. Late ME. reherce, 
-erse. -A~. rehearser, OF. reherc(i)er, perh. 
f. re- RE- 4 + hercer harrow (see HEARSE). 
Hence rehea·rsAL 2 recital XIV (Ch.); prac
tice of a play, etc. XVI. 

reify ri-ifai convert mentally into a thing. 
XIX. f. L. res thing (cf. REAL1) +- IFY. So 
re:ificA•TJON. XIX (Grote). 

reign rein (arch.) royal rule, sovereignty, 
(poet.) sway; tkingdom, realm XIII; period 
of rule XIV. -OF. reigne, (also mod.) regne, 
in OF. always 'kingdom'- L. regnum (cf. 
INTREREGNUM), rei. to regula RULE. So 
reign vb. XIII (R. Glouc., Cursor M.) 
-OF. reignier (mod. regner)- L. regnare, 
f. regnum. 

reim rim (S. Africa) strip of ox-hide. XIX. 
- Du. riem = OE. reoma, etc. 

reimburse riimh:l·:~s repay (a sum, a 
person). XVII. f. RE- 2 -f- IMBURSE, after F. 
rembourser (repr. immed. by rare Sc. 
tramburse XVI). 

rein1 rein long narrow strap for guiding a 
horse. XIII. ME. rene- OF. rene, reigne, 

REJOICE 

raigne, rainne, etc., earlier resne, (AN.) resne 
(mod. r&ne) = Pr. renha, Cat. regna, Sp. 
rienda, Pg. redea, It. redine :- Rom. *retina, 
f. L. retinere RETAIN, rep!. L. retinaculum 
halter, tether. Hence rein vb. XIV. 

rein2 rein reindeer. XVI (rhen, reen). - Sw., 
Da. ren, treen :- ON. hreinn = OE. hran, 
ace. to some, of Finnish-Lappish origin. 
From Scand. are also early G. reen, rein(er), 
F. renne. reinDEER rei·ndi;}:t deer of sub
arctic regions, used for drawing sledges. 
XIV- ON. hreindyri (whence also Sw. ren
djur, Da. rensdyr and adopted in Du. rendier, 
G. renntier). 

reinette reine·t var. of RENNET 2• 

reinforce riinf5·:ts strengthen with addi
tional men XVI; also gen. XVII. alt., by 
analysis into RE- and inforce, ENFORCE, of 
trenforce (XVI), often sp. (xvi-xvu) re'n-, 
r'en-, r'in- - (O)F. renforcer, in mil. use 
prob.- It. rinforzare. 

reins reinz (arch.) kidneys, loins. XIV 
(Trevisa, Wycl. Bible, Gower). - (O)F. 
reins:- L. renes, pl. of *ren kidney (cf. 
RENAL), whence Sp., It. rene. t][ An instance 
of renys in late OE. Saxon Leechdoms repr. 
immed. L. renes. 

reinstate riinstei·t re-establish in a position 
XVI; restore to a former state XVIII. See 
RE- 4-

rei·ntegrate, -a·tion, vars. of REDINTE
GRATE, -ATION, after F. or late L. XVI. 

reis1 reis Portuguese money of account.- Pg. 
reis for *reaes, pl. of real= Sp. real REAL 2 • 

reis•, rais rais (in Eastern countries) 
captain of a boat. XVI, -F. dis, rais (cf. Sp. 
arraes, Pg. arraes, arrais, with AL- 2) - Arab. 
ra'is chief, f. rei's head. 

reitbuck ri·tbAk S. African antelope, Cervi
capra arundinacea. XVIII (-bok). -Afrikaans 
rietbok, f. riet REED-f-bok BUCK1• 

reiter rai-tal German cavalry soldier. XVI. 
-G. reiter rider, trooper, f. reiten RIDE; 
see -ER1• 

reiterate rii·t;}reit. XVI. f. L. reiterlit-; see RE-
4, ITERATE. So reiterA·TION. XVI.- F. or L, 

reiver see REAVER, 

reject rid3e·kt refuse to have, recognize, 
etc. xv. f. r~ject-, pp. stem of L. reicere throw 
back, discard, f. re-, RE- I + jacere throw; 
cf. F. trejecter, var. of trejetter, mod. 
rejeter (see JET2). Hence re·ject sb. tcast
away XVI; thing rejected XIX; f. vb. So 
reje·cnoN. XVI. - F. or L. 

rejoice rid3oi·s ten joy possession of XIV; 
gladden; trefl. and intr. be joyful XIV (Ch.). 
ME. reioshe, reioische, reioyse, f. rejoiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. re(s)joir (whence 
ME. treioy), later rejouir, f. re- RE-?-t-esjoir 
(ejouir), f. es- EX-1 + joir JOY vb. 
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REJOIN 

rejoin1 rid3oi·n reply to a charge or plea 
xv; say in answer XVII. f. rejoin-, stem of 
(O)F. rejoindre; see RE-, JOIN. So rejoinder 
defendant's answer xv; answer to a reply, 
reply XVI. -AN. *rejoinder, for (O)F. 
rejoindre, inf. used as sb. (see -ER5 and cf. 
attainder, remainder). 

rejoin• rid3oi·n join again. XVI. - (O)F. 
(as prec.) or f. RE- 4+JOIN. 

rejuvenate rid3ii·v;meit restore to youth. 
XIX. irreg. f. RE-4+L.juvenisYOUNG+-ATE3 , 

after F. rajeunir or rejuvenE·scENCE renewal 
of youth (xvii), f. late L. rejuvenescere. 
rejuvenE·scENT (xviii). 

-rei ral, -erel aral ME. suffix of diminutive 
and depreciatory force, repr. OF. -ere! 
(mod. -ereau), found first in animal names, 
the earliest of which is maquerel (xm) 
MACKEREL, followed by DOGGEREL in XIV 
(Ch.) and in XV by COCKEREL, DOTTEREL, 
MONGREL, PICKEREL, and later KESTREL, 
WHIMBREL. Formations of a more general 
kind are SCOUNDREL, WASTREL. 

relapse rihe·ps fall back into error, illness, 
etc. xvr. f. relaps-, pp. stem of L. relabi, 
f. re- RE- 2 + labi slip. So sb. XVI; after 
LAPSE sb. or- F. relaps, medL. relapsus. 

relate rilei·t give an account of XVI; (leg.) 
refer back XVI ; bring into connexion or com
parison XVII. f. stem of L. reliitus, function
ing as pp. of referre REFER, but formally f. 
the base of tollere (cf. EXTOL, SUBLATION); 
see -ATE3 • So relA·TION narration XIV 
(Gower); connexion xrv (PPI.); relative 
XVI. - (O)F. or L. relatiVE re·lativ adj. 
having relation to xvr; sb. (gram.) XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); (gen.) XV (Lydg.); kinsman 
XVII. - (O)F. relatif, -ive or late L. reliitivus. 

relax rilre·ks loosen, tlit. and fig. xv; {Sc.) 
free from legal restraint XVI ; make less 
strict XVII. - L. rdaxiire, f. re- RE- ?+laxus 
LAX. Cf. RELEASE. So relaXA·TION ri-, re
remission of penalty, etc. ; release from 
ordinary occupations XVI ; diminution of 
firmness or strictness XVII. - L.; cf. (O)F. 
relaxer, relaxation. 

relay rilei·, rHei set of fresh hounds, etc. 
posted to take up the chase from others xv; 
set of fresh horses at a stage XVII ; relief gang 
XIX; (stage of) a relay race xx. - OF. relai 
(mod. relais), f. relayer, f. re- RE 3 + laier, 
ult. repr. L. laxiire (see LEASE and cf. DELAY), 
whence or from the sb. relay vb. tlet go 
(fresh hounds) xv; provide with relays XVIII. 

release rili·s A. trevoke, cancel XIII; 
trelieve; remit (now leg.); give up, sur
render XIV; B. set free XIV. ME. relese, 
-esse- OF. relesser, relaiss(i)er :- L. rela."Ciire 
RELAX; cf. LEASE. So relea·se sb. freeing, 
deliverance xrv; (leg.) conveyance of an 
estate xv. -OF. reles, f. relesser. 

relegate re·ligeit send into exile XVI; con
sign to obscurity XVIII; refer for decision 
XIX, f. pp. stem of L. relegare send away, 

RELIEF 

refer, f. re- RE- r, etc. + Iegare send; see 
LEGATE, -ATE3• Cf. F. reltfguer. 

relent rile·nt tmelt, dissolve XIV (Ch.); 
grow gentle or forgiving XVI. - medL. 
*relentiire (cf. L. relentescere slacken), f. re
RE-?+L.lentiire bend, medL. soften (so Pg. 
relentar), f. lentus flexible, rei. to OE. li]Je 
LITHE. 

relevant re·livant pertinent to. XVI. In 
earliest use Sc. and pro b. of legal origin; 
not in gen. Eng. use before r8oo. - medL. 
relevant-, -iins, prp. of L. releviire raise up, 
RELIEVE, in medL. take up, take possession of 
(a fief), pay a relief for, hold of a landlord. 
(J[ For the wide development of sense cf. F. 
relever be dependent, It. rilevare be of 
importance or use, rilevante important, con
siderable, Sp. relevar exculpate, relieve, 
exalt, Sp., Pg. relevante eminent, excellent, 
relevar be important, suitable, or neces
sary, exonerate, etc.; and RELIEF1 A. 

reliable rilai·abl that can be relied upon. 
XVI (raliabill, Sc.). f. RELY+ -ABLE. Fre
quent in gen. use only since c.rSso, and at 
first most prominently in Amer. writings ; 
often protested against as a faulty Amer. 
formation (for rely-on-able) but it has ana
logues in available, dependable, laughable. 
(See Fitzedward Hall 'On English adjectives 
in -able'.) Hence reliABI·LITY. XIX (r8r6, 
Coleridge, who uses reliable also). 

reliance rilai·ans act of relying. XVII (Sh.). 
f. RELY+-ANcE, after affiance. So reli·ANT. 
XIX, chiefly in self-reliant. 

relic re·lik object remaining as a memorial 
of a departed saint XIII (souvenir, memento 
XVII Sh.); pl. remains xrv; surviving trace 
or memory XVI. ME. relike- (O)F. relique, 
orig. pl. - L. reliquim remains, fern. pl. of 
reliquus remaining, f. re- RE- + *liqw-, base 
of linquere leave behind (see RELINQUISH). 
(J[ OE. had reliquias (from L. ace. pl.) and 
relicgang veneration of relics. The sp. 
relique was in use XV-XIX. 

relict re·likt t (chiefly Sc.) relic; widow; 
pl. remains XVI. - L.relictus,n. sg. -um, n.pl. 
-a, pp. of relinquere leave behind, RELIN
QUISH. In the sense 'widow' (in earliest use 
Sc.)- OF. relicte, late L. relicta. 

relief1 rili·f A. payment made to an over
lord on taking possession XIV (R. Mannyng). 
B. alleviation of distress etc. XIV; release 
from occupation or duty XVI. -AN. relef, 
(O)F. relief, f. relever (tonic stem reliev-) 
RELIEVE; for sense A cf. RELEVANT. 

relief2 rili·f elevation of (parts of) a design 
from a plane surface. XVII (Evelyn). -F. 
relief- It. rilievo rilje·vo, trilevo, f. rilevare 
raise; see next. Earlier treleve (B. Jonson), 
trelieve was immed. from the It. forms, 
which were also in Eng. use before relief, as 
also in alto relievo, basso relievo, mezzo 
rclievo high, low, medium relief. 
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RELIEVE 

relieve rili·v assist in trouble or difficulty 
XIV; ease, mitigate xv; (Sc.) release XVI; 
(after RELIEF1) release from guard or watch 
XVII; (after RELIEF 2) bring into relief XVIII. 
Late ME. releve- (O)F. relever = Pr., Sp. 
relevar, It. rilevare ;- L. releviire raise again, 
succour, alleviate, f. re- RE- 7+leviire raise, 
f. [ez,is LIGHT 2• 

religion rili·d3;,n state of life (as of monks) 
bound by vows and a rule XII; religious 
order or rule; system of faith in and worship 
of a divine power XIII ; recognition of a 
divine being to whom worship is due XVI. 
- (O)F. religion = Pr., Sp. religion, It. 
religione- L. religio(n-), obligation (as of an 
oath), bond between man and the gods, 
scrupulousness, scruple(s), reverence for 
the gods; (in late L. from v) religious 
(monastic) life; by Cicero ('De natura 
deorum' II xxviii § 72) derived from 1·elegere 
gather together, peruse, but elsewhere con
nected by him with the idea of obligation 
(e.g. religione obstringere) and more pro b. to 
be derived (as by Servius, Lactantius, and 
Augustine) from religiire bind fast, f. re
RE- 7 + /igiire bind; see LIGATURE, -ION. So 
religious rili·d3"lS bound by monastic 
vows; imbued with religion XIII; pert. to 
religion XVI; sb. as pl. monks, etc. XIII, as 
sg. XIV. -OF. religious (mod. -ieux)- L. 
religiosus. religio-siTY. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- L. ; in more recent use perh. after F. 

relinquish rili·l)kwiJ tabandon; desist 
from xv; resign, surrender XVI. f. relinquiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. relinquir- L. re/in
quere, f. re- RE- 7 + linquere leave; see LEND, 
LOAN, -ISH 2• 

reliquary re·likw;;,ri vessel to contain relics. 
XVII. - (O)F. reliquaire, f. relique RELIC; see 
-ARY and cf. Sp. relicario, It. reliquiario, 
medL. reliquiarium, -iiire. 

relish re·liJ taste, flavour XVI; appet1zmg 
taste; liking, zest XVII. Later form of ME. 
reles taste (xrv), corr. formally to OF. reles, 
var. of relais remainder, f. relaisser leave 
behind, RELEASE, but the senses of the Eng. 
word are not recorded in OF. (taste is re
garded as what remains behind after eating). 
Hence re·Iish vb. give a relish to; have a 
taste for XVI; have a certain taste XVII. 

reluctant riiA·kt"lnt tstruggling, resisting 
XVII (~Iii ton); unwilling XVIII. - L. reluc
tant-, -tins, prp. of reluctiiri struggle against, 
f. re- RE- 7 + luctiiri struggle; see -A;\IT. 
So earlier relu·ctANCE (r64r), -ANCY (r6zr); 
other derivs. of the L. vb. are reluct vb. 
( r sz6), reluctate vb. ( r6.1-3), reluctation 
(r6os). 

relume riljii.·m relight, rekindle XVII (Sh.); 
illuminate again XVIII. f. RE- 4 + -lume of 
ILLUME, partly after F. rallumer or late L. 
reluminiire. 

rely rilai· tgather together, assemble, rally 
(trans. and intr.) XIV (R. Mannyng); trally 
to, trust, adhere, or be devoted to XIV; de-

REMIND 

pend trustfully on XVI. -OF. relier :- L. 
religiire bind closely, f. re- RE- 7 + ligiire bind ; 
see LIGATURE and cf. ALLY, RALLY. Hence 
RELIABLE, RELIANCE. 

remain rimei·n be left over; continue to 
exist XIV; stay in a place XV; continue to be 
XVI. f. remain-, remein-, tonic stem of OF. 
remanoir = It. rirnanere, Rum. rdtnfned :
L. remanere, f. re- RE- 7·t-manere remain (see 
MANSION); or - OF. remaindre = Pr. re
manre :- Rom. *remanere, for L. rernanhe. 
So remai·n sb. remainder, relic, remaining 
member or part(nowchieflypl.). xv. Earliest 
instances Sc.; partly - OF. remain, f. re
maindre; partly immed. f. the vb. re
mainder rimei·nd;u (leg.) residual interest 
of an estate xv; what is left over XVI : 
(math.) XVI (Digges). -AN. remainder = 
OF. remaindre; sb. use of inf. (see -ER6

). 

Cf. REMNANT. 
remand rima·nd send back xv, spec. (a 

prisoner) into custody XVI. - medL. re
mandiire (in late L. send back word, repeat 
a command), f. re- RE- z·+·mandiire com
mand, send word (see MANDATE). Hence 
rema·nd sb. XVIII. 

remanet re·m;;,n;>t remainder XVI; (leg.) 
cause of which the hearing is postponed 
XVIII. L., 'there or it remains', 3rd sg. pres. 
ind. of remanere REMAIN. 

remark rima·Jk tdistinguish, point out; 
take notice of; utter as an observation. XVII. 
-F. remarquer, superseding OF. remerquier, 
-merchier, pro b. after It. rimarcare; see RE-7, 
MARK vb. So rema·rk sb. tof ( .. ) remark 
worthy of( .. ) notice (F. de ( .. ) remarque); 
(an) observation, (a) conunent. XVII. - F. 
remarque, f. remarquer; cf. It. rimarco. 
rema·rkABLE. XVII. -F. remarquable. 

remedy re·midi cure for disease; redress, 
relief XIII ; legal redress; small margin 
within which coins as minted are allowed to 
vary from the standard xv. -AN. remedie 
= (O)F. remede, Sp. remedio, It. remedio
L. remedium medicine, means of relief, in 
medL. concession, f. re- RE- 2, 7 tmed-, stem 
of mederi heal (see MEDICINE). So remediAL 
rimi·digJ. XVII. -late L. remediiilis. re·
medy vb. xv. - (O)F. 1·emt!dier (whence 
also earlier tremede XIV) or late L. remediiire. 

remember rime·mbal retain in or recall to 
the memory, bear in mind (R. Mannyng); 
(arch., dial.) remind (Ch.). XIV. - OF. 
remembrer = Pr., Sp. remembrar :-late L. 
rememoriiri call to mind, f. re- RE- 7+memor 
mindful (see MEMORY). So reme·mbrANCE 
calling to mind, recollection. XIII. -OF. 
reme·mbrancER1 official responsible for 
collection of dues, etc. xv. -AN. remem
brauncer. 

remind rimai·nd tremember, recollect; 
putinmindoj. XVII. f.RE--!-MINDvb.,prob. 
after trememorate (late L. rememoriiri 
REMEMBER), which was current at the 
time that remind first appears. Hence 
remi·ndER1• XVII (H. More; rare before XIX). 

[754] 



REMINISCENCE 

rem1n1scence remini·s;ms act or fact of 
remembering. XVI. - late L. reminiscentia 
(Tertullian), f. reminiscf remember, f. re
RE- 4 + *men- (see MIND, -ENCE); cf. (O)F. 
reminiscence. So remini·scENT. XVIII. 
Hence by back-formation (usu. joe.) re
mini·sce vb. XIX. 

remise rami·z coach-house; hired carriage 
(for voiture de remise 'carriage put under 
cover') XVII; (fencing) second thrust made 
when the first has missed; (cards) XIX. 
-F. remise, f. remis, pp. of remettre put back 
or up, REMIT. 

remiss rimi·s tdiluted, weak, mild; slack, 
lax, loose. xv. - L. remissus, adj. use of pp. 
of remittere slacken, relax, REMIT. 

remit rimi-t A. forgive (sin); abstain from 
exacting (a penalty) XIV. B. give up, desist 
from XIV. C. refer for consideration, etc. 
XIV; put back, XVI ; put off XVII; transmit 
XVII; D. intr. abate XVII. - L. remittere 
send back, slacken, relax, postpone, f. re
RE- 1, 2 + mittere put, send (see MISSION). 
Hence remi·ttANCE money sent away. 
xvrn. So remi·ssiON forgiveness xm; 
remitting (of debt, etc.) XIV; diminution of 
force XVII. - (O)F. - L. 

remnant re·mmmt (small) part remaining 
over. XIV. contr. of earlier remenant 
(c.IJOO)- OF. remenant, sb. use of prp. of 
remenoir, -manoir REMAIN; see -ANT. 

remonstrate rim::>·nstreit, re·m<Jnstreit 
tdemonstrate XVI; tpoint out (a fault, etc.) 
to; traise an objection to; urge strong 
reasons against XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. 
remonstrtire demonstrate, f. re-+mon
strtire show j see RE- 7, MONSTER, -ATE3 • 

So remo·nstrANCE tappeal xv (Caxton); 
tdemonstration XVI ; formal statement of 
grievances XVII. - F. tremonstrance (mod. 
remontrance) or medL. remonstrA·noN. 
xv (Caxton). - obs. F. or medL. 

remora re•m<Jra sucking-fish, Echeneis 
remora. XVI:- L. remora delay, hindrance, 
f. re- RE- J+mora delay (cf. MORATORIUM); 
occurs in some texts of Pliny's 'Natural 
History' XXXII i, where others read mora, for 
the fish called in Gr. <x••1Jts 'hold-ship'. 

remorse rim5·Js feeling of compunction for 
wrong done. XIV (in full r. of conscience Ch. 
repr. OF. remors de conscience, medL. 
remorsus conscientim). -OF. remors (mod. 
remords)- medL. remorsus, f. remors-, pp. 
stem of L. remordere vex, torment, f. re
RE- 7+mordere bite (see MORDANT, MORSEL). 

remote rimou·t far apart or away. xv (rare 
before late XVI). - L. remotus, pp. of remo
vere REMOVE. 

remount rimau·nt tset up again XIV (Ch.); 
replace on horseback XIV; supply with fresh 
horses XVII. In early use- (O)F. remonter; 
later in part a new formation·.on RE- 4 and 
l'/IOUNT1, 

RENDEZVOUS 

remove rimii·v move from the place occu
pied. XIV. ME. remeve, remove- OF. re
meuv- and remov-, stressed and unstressed 
stems respectively of removeir (mod. re
mouvoir) :- L. removere; see RE- 1, MOVE. 
Hence remo·vAL 2• XVI. remo·ve sb. 
removing, removal XVI; promotion at 
school from one division or class to another, 
(hence) title of a class or form xvm. 

remunerate rimjii·nareit pay for services. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. remiinertiri (later 
-tire), f. re- RE- 7+mii.nertire, -tiri, f. miiner-, 
miinus gift, reward (cf. MUNIFICENT); see 
-ATE3

• So remunerA·TION. xv. -F. or L. 

renaissance rinei·sas 'revival of learning' 
in Europe beginning in Italy in the 14th 
century. XIX (cited as a French term c. r 840 ). 
-F. renaissance (in spec. use, short for r. des 
arts, r. des lettres), f. re- RE- 2, 4+naissance 
birth :- L. ntiscentia, f. ntisci be born ( cf. 
NATION) or f. naiss-, pres. stem of naftre :
Rom. *nascere; see -ANCE. So renascENCE 
rin<e·sans rebirth, renewal XVIII; sub
stituted for renaissance by Matthew Arnold 
1869. f. rena·sCENT xvm- L. renascent-, 
-ens, prp. of rentisci. Earlier trena·scENCY 
(XVII, Evelyn, Sir T. Browne); cf. It. 
rinascenza. 

renal ri·n<Jl pert. to the kidneys. XVII. 
,;.. F. renal-late L. rentilis, f. L. renes REINSj 
see -AL1. 

rencounter renkau·nt<JJ meeting of ad
versaries XVI; chance meeting XVII. - (O)F. 
rencontre (which was in Eng. use XVII-XIX), 
f. rencontrer meet (whence trencou·nter 
vb. XVI) j see RE- 6, ENCOUNTER. 

rend rend pt., pp. rent tear apart (asunder). 
OE. rendan = OFris. renda, rei. to MLG. 
rende, and perh. further to Skr. rdndhra
fissure, slit, split. 

render re·nd<JJ A. trepeat, recite XIV; give 
in return (now as echo of I Thess. v 15, 
I Peter iii 9) xv; give back; represent, re
produce XVI; B. hand over, give up, sur
render XIV; submit (an account, etc.) xv; 
give, pay XVI ; C. bring into a specified state 
xv; D. melt XIV; give a first coating of 
plaster XVIII. - (O)F. rendre, corr. to Pr. 
rendre, Sp. rendir, It. rendere :-Rom. 
*rendere, alt., after prendere (see PRISON), of 
L. reddere give back, give up, recite, represent, 
imitate, make to be or appear, f. red- RE- I, 3 
+-dere, as in addere ADD, edere EDIT, etc. 
tjJ The unusual retention in Eng. of the F. 
inf. ending is paralleled in TENDER2 ; perh. 
the AN. infs. render and tender were taken 
over without change to avoid collision with 
REND and TEND, which would have other
wise resulted. 

rendezvous m·n-, rii·n-, ra·divii, -deivii 
place for the assembling of troops ; place of 
meeting. XVI (also randevou(s), etc.). -F. 
rendez-vous, sb. use of rendez-vous present or 
betake yourselves, imper. pl. of sc rcndrc, 
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RENDITION 

ref!. of rendre RENDER. Hence as vb. XVII. 
q Somewhat earlier trendy, repr. F. 
rendez, which was also so used. 

rendition rendi·Jan surrender xvn; (now 
U.S.) translation, rendering XVII; (U.S.) 
performance XIX. -F. trendition (cf. Sp. 
rendicion), f. rendre RENDER; see -ITION. 

renegade re·nigeid apostate XVI; deserter 
of a cause, etc. XVII. Anglicization of 
renegado renigei·dou (much used XVI
XVIII)- Sp. renegado- medL. renegdtus, sb. 
use of pp. of renegdre; see next and -ADE, 
-ADO. The medL. word is also the source of 
It. rinnegato (whence F. renegat) and 
trenegate. XIV, later RUNAGATE. 

renegue nm·g deny, renounce; refuse 
XVI; revoke at cards XVII. - medL. renegdre, 
f. re- RE-:7+ L.negdreDENY, f. *neg- not, as in 
L. negotium (see NEGOTIATE). Renegdre was 
repr. in OF. by reneie1·, whence Eng. trenay, 
treny XIV-XVI. 

renew rinjfr make new, restore. XIV (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible, Trevisa), f. RE- 4+NEW, after 
earlier :\1E. treno·vel, trenule (-OF. 
renoveler, renuveler), L. renovdre RENOVATE. 
Hence renew·AL 2 • xvn. 

rennet1 re·nit curdled milk in a calf's 
stomach, preparation used in curdling milk 
for cheese. xv. prob. south-eastern- repr. 
of an OE. *rynet (f. *run- RUN) and corr. 
to (dial.) runnet (xv), to which there appears 
to have been a parallel *rynels (see -LE1), 

similarly repr. by tren(d)lys, trennelesse, 
trenels, dial. rendles (cf. Flem. ren-, rin-, 
runsel, whence G. dial. ren-, runsel). Cf. 
also synon. OE. rynning, dial. running (also 
cheese-running XVI), trenning (xv), dial. 
earning (XVII), tronnelles (xvi, rare). The 
sense is further exemplified in OE. gerinnan 
(intr.), gerennan (trans.) curdle, gerunnen 
curdled, OS. girunnian (intr.), girennian 
(trans.), G. gerinnen (intr.), rennen (trans.) 
curdle. iiJ[ The ordinary OE. word for 
rennet was ceselyb prob. 'plant-juice for 
cheese-making', dial. cheslip. 

rennet2 re·nit variety of apple. XVI (reinet, 
renate, runnet). - F. reinette, also rainette, 
prob. f. raine tree-frog(:- L. rtina frog), the 
fruit being so named from the spotted 
markings of some varieties. q The F. form 
is also used. 

renounce rinau·ns give up, abandon. XIV 
(Wyclif). - (O)F. renoncer, corr. to Pr., Sp. 
renunciar, It. rinunziare- L. renuntiiire 
announce, proclaim, protest against, f. re
RE- 5 + nuntiare bring news, report; cf. 
announce, etc. So renunciA·TIO::<r. XIV. 
- (O)F. or L. 

renovate re•n;~veit renew. XVI (with pp. 
trenovate). f. pp. stem of L. renovdre, f. re
RE- 2, 4 + novdre make new, f. novus NEW, 
NOVEL. So renovA·TION. xv. -F. or L. 

REPAY 

renown rinau·n fact or condition of being 
widely celebrated. XIV, -AN. renoun, 
renun, OF. renon, renom, f. renomer make 
famous, f. re- RE- 7 + nomer name (:- L. 
nominare NOMINATE). Hence renow·ned 
widely celebrated. XIV (Barbour); after OF. 
rename (mod. renomme), whence ME. tre
nomed (XIII), which this superseded; see -ED1• 

rent1 rent tsource of income XII ; trevenue ; 
ttax ; payment made by tenant to landlord 
XIII. - (O)F. rente = Pr. renta, renda, Sp. 
renta, It. rendita :- Rom. *rendita, f. 
*rendere RENDER. So rent vb. tendow XIV; 
pay rent for XVI. - (O)F. renter, f. rente. 
re·ntAL1 trent-roll XIV; amount of rent 
XVII. -AN. rental or AL. renttile. 

rent 2 rent tear in a piece of stuff. XVI 
(Coverdale). f. (dial.) rent tear, rend (XIV, 
Ch.), var. of REND based on pt., pp. rent. 

rentier ra·tiei, !Jratje one who derives his 
income from property or investments. XIX. 
F., f. rente revenue, RENT1 +-ier -ER2• 

rep1 rep textile fabric with corded surface. 
XIX. -F. reps (which has also been used in 
Eng.), of unkn. origin. 

rep 2 rep (I) sehool abbrev. of REPETITION XIX ; 
(2) short for repertory theatre and r. company 
XX. 

repair1 ripe;J·.r betake oneself, resort. XIV. 
-OF. repair(i)e1· (mod. repairer, 1·eperer) :
late L. repatridre return to one's countrv; 
see REPATRIATE. So repai·r sb.' (place of) 
resort. XIV (R. Mannyng). OF. repaire, 
repeire (mod. repaire, repere), f. repairer. 

repair 2 ripEa· .r t adorn; restore to sound 
condition. XIV. - (O)F. reparer- L. reparare, 
f. re- RE- 2+pararemakeready, put in order; 
see PARE, PREPARE. Hence repai·r sb. 2 act 
of restoring to sound condition, etc. XVI 
(Sh.). So reparABLE re·p-. xvr. -F. 
reparATION reparei· Jan action of repairing 
XIV; amends XV. - (O)F. -late L. 

repand rip:e·nd (nat. hist.) undulating, 
wa\-y. XVIII. - L. repandus bent backwards, 
f. re- RE- I +pandus bent, pandere spread. 

repartee repii.Jti• ready reply, quick retort. 
XVII. - (O)F. repartie, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of repartir set out again, reply readily, f. 
re- RE- 4+partir PART. 

repast ripa·st (quantity of food and drink 
for) a meal. XIV. -OF. repast (mod. repas), 
f. repaistre, mod. repaftre (:-late L. re
pascere), after OF. past(:- L. pastus fodder, 
food) j see RE- 7, PASTURE. 

repatriate rip:e·trieit, -pei·- restore to his 
own country. XVII. f. pp. stem of late L. 
repatridre go back home, in medL. causa
tive, f. re- RE- 2+patria native land, sb. use 
(sc. terra land) ofpatrius, f. pater FATHER; see 
PATRIOT, -ATE3• So re:patriA•TJON. XVI. 
-medL. 

repay ripei· pay back or in return. XVI. 
-OF. repaier; seeRE- 2, PAY. So repay·
MENT. XIV. 



REPEAL 

repeal ripi-1 revoke, rescind. XIV. -AN. 
repeler, for OF. rapeler (mod. rappeler), f. 
re- RE- s+appeler APPEAL. So repea·l sb. xv 
(Caxton). -AN. repel, f. repeler. 

repeat ripi·t A. say again XIV; say over, 
recite; say after another XVI ; B. return to, 
undergo again xv; do or perform again XVI. 
Late ME. repete- (O)F. repeter- L. re
petere, f. re- RE- 4 + petere (see PETITION). 
Hence sb. trepeated word(s), refrain xv; 
repetition XVI. So repetiTION n:plti·Jan. 
XVI. - (O)F. or L. repetiTIOUS repiti·J:~s 
tiresomely iterative. XVII. repetitiVE ri
pe·titiv. XIX. 

repel ripe·! drive, force, or turn back. xv. 
- L. repellere, f. re- RE- I -j-pellere drive (cf. 
COMPEL, IMPEL). So repe·llENT. XVII. 

repent ripe·nt refl. and intr. feel contrition 
for XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); be sorry for XIV. 
- (O)F. repentir, f. re- RE- ?+OF. pentir :
Rom. *pmnitire, for L. pr£nitere (see 
PENITENT). So repe·ntANT XIII; -ANCE XIV; 
- (O)F. '1[ The native word is RUE 2• 

repercussion ripaJkA·Jan trepulsion, re
pulse, recoil; reverberation. XVI. - (O)F. or 
L.; see RE- r, 4, PERCUSSION. So reper
CU"SSIVE (med.) repellent. XIV. '1[ Douglas 
(I50I) uses pp. repercus[si]t of an echo. 

repertory re·p:~Jt:~ri tindex, list; store
house, repository XVI; (after F. repertoire) 
stock of dramatic pieces xrx. -late L. reper
torium, f. repert-, pp. stem of L. reperire find, 
f. re- RE- ?+*per-, base of experiri (see 
EXPERT), periculum PERIL; see -ORY1• 

repine ripai·n feel or show discontent. XVI. 
f. RE--l-PINE 2 , after repent. 

replace riplei·s restore to a former place xvr 
(Daniel); fill the place of XVIII. f. RE- z+ 
PLACE vb., prob. after F. remplacer (1549). 

replenish riple·niJ A. (obs. or arch.) fill or 
stock abundantly XIV (Rolle); B. fill up 
againxvu (Drayton). f. repleniss-, lengthened 
stem of OF. replenir, f. re- RE- 4, ?+Plenir 
(whence plenish, chiefly Sc., xv), f. plein :
L. ptenu-s FULL; see -ISH 2• 

replete ripli·t filled. xrv (Ch., Wycl. Bible). 
- (O)F. replet, fern. -ete, or L. repletus, pp. 
of rep/ere fill (see FULL). So reple·TION. 
XIV (Ch., Trevisa). - (O)F. or late L. 

replevin riple·vin (writ for) recovery by 
a person of goods or chattels taken from 
him. xv. -AN. replevin, f. OF. replevir 
recover (whence reple·vy XVI), f. re- RE- z+ 
plevir - Germ. *plegjan PLEDGE. 

replica re·plik:~ reproduction of a work of 
art. XIX. -It. replica, f. replicare REPLY. 

replication replikei•f:~n reply, rejoinder. 
xrv (Ch.). -OF. replicacion- L. replica
tio(n-) folding back, repetition, legal reply, 
f. pp. stem of replicare unfold, reflect on, 
reply, f. re- RE- I, 4+plicare fold (see PLY). 
So reply riplai· an~wer, re~pond. XIV 

REPRIEVE 

(Ch.). -OF. replier turn back, reply (in 
this sense rep!. by repliquer) :- L. replicare. 
Hence reply· sb. XVI. 

report rip5·Jt rumour xrv (Ch.); account 
of a matter xv; tmusical response, note; 
resounding noise XVI. -OF. report, f. re
porter :- L. reportare carry back, bear away 
(spec. an account), f. re- RE- I +portare carry 
(see FARE). So repo·rt vb. relate. xrv (Ch.); 
etc. -OF. reporter. repo·rtER2 XIV (spec. 
of legal cases, etc. xvn). -OF. reporteur. 
'1[ The prominent uses corr. to those of 
OF. raporter (mod. rapporter), f. re-+ 
aporter :- L. adportare. 

repose1 ripou·z treplace xv; place (trust, 
etc.) in xvr. f. RE- 2-l-POSE\ after L. reponere 
replace, restore, store up, lay aside or to rest, 
r. re-+ponere place (see POSITION). 

repose 2 ripou·z rest, trans. xv, intr. xvr. 
- (O)F. reposer, earlier repauser = Pr. re
pausar, Sp. reposar, It. riposare :-late L. 
repausare, f. re- RE- 7+pausare PAUSE. So 
repo·se sb. rest. xvr. f. the vb. or- (O)F. 
repos (corr. to Pr. repaus, etc.), f. reposer. 

repository rip<l'zit:~ri vessel or chamber for 
storage of things xv (Caxton); storehouse 
(fig.) xvu; warehouse, mart XVIII. -F. 
trepositoire or L. repositorium, f. reposit-, 
pp. stem of reponere; see REPOSE\ -ORY1• 

repousse r:~pu·sei beaten into relief. xxx. 
-F., pp. of repousser, f. re- RE- 7+pousser 
PUSH. 

reprehend reprihe·nd reprove, censure. 
XIV (Rolle). - L. reprehendere, f. re- RE-7+ 
prehendere seize (cf. GET). Soreprehe·ns!BLE. 
xrv (Wycl. Bible). -late L.; reprehe·nsroN. 
XIV (Ch.). - L.; cf. (O)F. reprehensible, 
reprehension. 

represent reprize·nt tbring into one's 
presence (Wyclif); bring before the mind 
(Barbour); display totheeye(Maund.); sym
bolize (Wyclif) xrv ; stand in place of xv 
(speak for, as in parliament XVII, Crom
well). - (O)F. repTifsenter or L. reprmsentare, 
f. re- RE- 7 + prmsentare PRESENT. So re:pre
sentA·TION tpresence, tappearance, like
ness XV (Caxton); presentation to the eye, 
mind, etc. XVI. - (O)F. or L. represe·nta
TIVE adj. XIV (Usk); sb. XVII (Clarendon). 
- (O)F. or medL. 

repress ripre·s restrain, suppress, reduce. 
XIV (Ch., Gower). f. repress-, pp. stem of L. 
reprimere; see RE- 3, PRESS. So repre·ssiON. 
XIV (Ch.; thereafter not before xvr). -
late L., so in F. (xv). 

reprieve ripri·v tsend back to prison; 
tpostpone; delay the punishment of. xvr. 
First in pp. reprived, for earlier repryed (to 
prison)- AN., OF. repris, pp. of reprendre, 
f. re- RE- I, etc. + prendre take (see PRISON). 
The change of repry to reprive, and hence 
to repre(e)ve, reprieve, is unexplained. Hence 
reprie·ve sb. xvr (Sh.), reprie·vAL 2• XVI 
(repriuall, Sidney). 
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REPRIMAND 

reprimand re·primand sharp rebuke. 
XVII. - F. reprimande, t-ende - Sp. repri
menda- L. reprimenda, n.pl. of gerundive 
of reprimere REPRESS. So vb. XVII. -F. 
reprimander, f. the sb. 

reprisal riprai·z;~l seizing of property in 
retaliation or by way of indemnity xv; ( esp. 
pl.) act of retaliation in warfare XVIII. 
-AN. reprisaille (xrv)- medL. reprmsalim, 
-alia (xm), contr. of reprm(h)ensiilim, -ia 
(whence also F. represaille, It. rappresaglia), 
f. reprmhens-, pp. stem of L. reprmhendere, 
f. re- RE- 2, 5 + prmhendere take ( cf. GET) ; 
see -AL 2

• 

reproach riprou·tf cast up (a thing) against 
a person xv (Caxton); upbraid xvr. -OF. 
reprochier (mod. reprocher) = Pr. reprop
char, Sp. reprochar, It. rimprocciare :-Rom. 
"'repropiiire 'bring back near', f. re-, RE
I, 6+prope near (see PROXIMATE). So 
reproa·ch sb. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. reproche 
(corr. to Pr. repropche, etc.), f. the vb. 
(Earlier rare adoptions of these words are 
treproce, trepruce (XIV)- AN. reproce, 
repruce, -er.) 

reprobate re·probeit rejected by God; of 
abandoned character XVI; also sb. XVI. 
-late L. reprobiitus, pp. of reprobdre dis
approve, f. re- RE- 5 + probiire approve, 
PROVE. (The currency is largely due to 
biblical usage, Vulg. reprobatus and A.V. 
reprobate rendering Gr. a86KtfLOS not ap
proved, not \vhat one ought to be, esp. 
morally; see e.g. Rom. i. 28, 2 Cor. xiii. s-·7, 
2 Tim. iii. 8, Tit. i. 16.) So re·probate vb. 
disapprove of xv; reject, cast off xvr. f. 
pp. stem of L. reprobare; see -ATE3 • repro
bA·TION. xv. - (O)F. or late L. 

reproduce ripr;Jdju·s create anew xvn 
(Cotgr.); repeat in a copy, etc. XIX. f. RE-
4+PRODt:CE vb., after F. reproduire. So 
reprodu·cTION. XVII (Pearson); after 
production. 

reproof ripru·f tshame; tinsult (Rolle); 
censure. XIV. ME. 1·eproz·e, reprof(e)- OF. 
reproz•e, E. reprover- late L. reprobiire; cf. 
PROOF, REPROBATE. So reprove ripru·v 
treject; censure; reprehend. XIV. - OF. 
rep1·over (mod. rtfprouver). 

reptile re·ptail creeping animal XIV (Gower; 
rare before XVII); mean person XVIII. 
- (O)F. 1·eptile or late L. (Vulg.) reptile, n. 
of late L. reptilis, f. rept-, pp. stem of repere 
creep, crawl (with Lett. and Lith. cogns.); 
see -ILE. Also adj. XVII. So reptiliAN 
repti·li;m, f. reptHIA 2 (zoo!.) XVII. 

republic ripA·blik fstate, common weal; 
state in which the supreme power resides in 
the people (Bacon, Clarendon). XVII. -F. 
republique- L. respublica, f. res affair, thing 
(see REAI}) + fem. of publicus PUBLIC. 
Hence repu·blicAN tpert. to the common
wealth; pert. to (sb. advocate of) a republic 
XVII (earlier trepublical) ; partly after F. 
republicain (D' Aubigne XVI); whence repu· b
licaDJSM. XVII; so F. (XVIII). 

REREMOUSE 

repudiate ripju·dieit put away (a wife); 
reject XVI; (orig. U.S.) refuse to acknow
ledge (a debt, etc.) XIX. f. pp. stem of L. 
repudiiire, f. repudium divorce, perh. rei. to 
ped-, pes FOOT, as if 'spurn with the foot'; 
see -ATE3

• So repudiA·TION. xvr. - L. 
tRepudy sb. and vb. show earlier adoption 
XV. 

repugnant ripA·gn;~nt contrary or contra
dictory to XIV (Usk); distasteful to XVIII. 
- F. repugnant or L. repugnant-, -iins, prp. 
of repugndre (whence repugn ripju·n be 
contrary, oppose XIV), f. re- RE- 6+pugniire 
fight (cf. PlJGNACIOUS, IMPUGN) j see -ANT. 

repulse ripA·ls driving back; refusal, re
jection. XVI. - L. repulsus, repulsa, f. pp. 
stem of repellere REPEL. So vb. XVI; repu·l
SJON trepudiation xv; act of repelling XVI; 
feeling of being repelled XVIII. - late L. ; 
cf. F. repulsion. repu•lsiVE. XVI. - (O)F. 
repulsij, -ive, or f. repulse vb. 

reputation repjutei·f;~n topinion, estima
tion (Wycl.); tgeneral estimate (Ch.); high 
esteem or credit. XIV. - L. reputiiti6(n-) 
computation, consideration, f. reputdre, f. 
re- RE-7+Putiire reckon (see PUTATIVE); see 
-ATION. Cf. F. reputation. So repute ripju·t 
consider, esteem. xv. - (O)F. reputer or L. 
reputdre. Hence repu·te testimate; reputa
tion (in neutral sense) XVI; (in favourable 
sense) XVII. 

request rikwe·st act of asking. XIV. -OF. 
requeste = Pr. Sp. riquesta, It. richiesta 
:- Rom. *requmsita, sb. use of fern. pp. of 
L. requmrere REQUIRE. So vb. XVI. f. the sb. 
or- OF. requester, f. requeste. 

requiem re·kwi;Jm, ri·- l\1ass for the de
parted. XIV (R. lVIannyng). - L. requiem, 
ace. of 1·equies rest, first word of the introit 
of the Mass, 'Requiem reternam dona eis, 
Domine' Rest eternal grant unto them, 0 
Lord ; see RE- 7, QUIET. 

require rikwai;J·.t ask, esp. authoritatively 
or imperatively. XIV. ME. requere, require 
- OF. requer-, requier-, stem of requere 
(now refash. requerir) = Pr. requerre, Sp. 
requerir, It. richiedere :- Rom. *requmrere, 
for L. requirere, f. re- RE-7 + qumrere seek, ask. 
Cf., for assim. of sp. to the L. form, ACQUIRE, 
INQUIRE. So requisite re·kwizit required, 
necessary xv; sb. XVII. - L. requisitus, pp. 
of requirere search for, pass. be necessary. 
requisi·TION. xvr. - (O)F. or L. Hence 
vb. XIX (Carlyle); after F. requisitionner. 
requite rikwai-t make return for. xvr. 
f. RE.- 7 .+ quite, var. of Qt:IT 2

• Hence 
requrtAL". xvr. 

reredos ri;J· .td;Js ornamental screen at the 
back of an altar; (hist.) back of a fireplace. 
XIV. -AN. *reredos, aphetic of OF. m·eredos, 
f. arere back (see ARREAR, REAR-)+ dos back 
(cf. noss, DOSSAL). Disused after c.rsso, 
until revived c.rSJs. 

reremouse, rereward see REARMOUSE, 
REARGUARD. 



RESCIND 

rescind risi·nd ftake away, remove; 
abrogate, cancel. XVII. - L. rescindere, f. 
re- RE- 7 + scindere cut or tear asunder (see 
SCISSION, SCISSORS). 

rescript ri·skript decretal epistle from the 
Pope in reply to a question referred; edict, 
decree. xvr. - L. rescriptum imperial de
cision, sb. use of n. of pp. rescriptus of 
rescribere reply in writing to a petition, 
etc., f. re- RE-I +scribere write (see SCRIPT). 

rescue re·skju deliver from attack, siege, or 
harm. XIV. ME. rescowe, reskewe - rescou-, 
reskeu-, stem of OF. rescoure, reskeure 
(mod. recourre) = It. riscuotere recover 
(money) :-Rom. *reexcutere, f. re- RE- 7 + 
excutere shake out, discard, f. ex Ex-1 + 
quatere shake (see QUASH). Hence re·scue 
vb. XIV. The contemp. syn. trescous (-OF. 
rescousse, f. rescourre) survived in legal sense 
'forcible recovery' till XVII. 

research risa·.ttf intensive searching XVI; 
investigation directed towards discovery 
XVII. -OF. recerche (now recherche). So 
vb. XVI.- OF. recercher = It. ricercare. 
See RE- 7, SEARCH. 

reseda risi·d:l genus of plants including 
mignonette. XVIII. - L. reseda, according 
to Pliny, f. imper. of resediire assuage, allay 
(see SEDATIVE), the formula reseda morbis 
'assuage diseases' having been used as a 
charm when applying the plant to the 
reduction of tumours. 

resemble I'ize·mbl be like (Ayenbite); 
fcompare XIV (PPI.). -OF. Tesembler (mud. 
ressembler), f. re- RE- 7+sembler seem:- L. 
similiire, f. similis like ( cf. SIMILITUDE). So 
rese·mblANCE. XIV (Gower). -AN. re
semblance. 

resent rize·nt orig. frefl. feel pain; show 
strong feeling; trans. t feel deeply or pain
fully; feel oneself injured by, show dis
pleasure at. XVII. (Several other uses, now 
obs., were current XVII-XVIII.) -F. fresentir, 
now ressentir (in ref!. use XVI; so It. 
risentirsi), f. re- RE- 7 +sentir feel (see SEN
TIENT). So rese·ntMENT. XVII (fresenti
ment somewhat earlier XVI). - F. tresenti
ment, now ress-; cf. It. risentimento. 

reserve riza· .tv keep for future use ; keep 
or set apart. XIV (pp. reserved as adj. XVII). 
- (O)F. resm·ver- L. reserviire, f. re- RE- I+ 
serviire keep, save j cf. CONSERVE, PRESERVE. 
Hence rese·rve sb. A. something reserved; 
mil., pl. and sg. force(s) kept in r. XVII 
(whence rese·rvisT) after F.; B. self-re
straint XVII. So reservATION rez:l.rvei·f:ln. 
XIV. - (O)F. or late L. 

reservoir re·z:l.tvwii.t capacious receptacle 
for storage, also fig. XVII (Temple, Addi
son); reserve supply (Cowper). - F. reser
voir, f. reserver RESERVE+ -oir = ORY1• 

reside rizai·d ftake up one's abode xv; 
dwell permanently XVI; be vested or in
herent in XVII. prob. orig. back-formation 

RESOLUTE 

from resident, but later infl. imrned. by F. 
resider and L. residere. So re·sidENCE act or 
fact of residing XIV (Ch., Wycl.); place of 
residence XVI. - (O)F. or medL.; cf. Pr. 
residensa, It. residenza, etc. residENT 
re·zid:lnt residing XIV (Wycl. Bible); sb. 
xv. - (O)F. resident or L. resident, -ens, prp. 
of residere remain behind, rest, f. re- RE- I + 
sedere settle, SIT. reside·ntiARY one bound 
to official residence XVI; adj. XVII. - medL. 

residue re·zidju that which is left. XIV 
(PP!., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. residu - L. 
residuum, sb. use of n. of residuus re
maining, f. residere remain, RESIDE; see 
-uous. Hence residuAL1 rizi·djual. XVI 
(Billingsley); cf. F. residue[, It. residua/e. 
resi·duum residue, remains. XVII. L. 

resign rizai·n give up, surrender, abandon 
XIV (Ch., Wyclif); intr. XV. - (O)F. resigner, 
corr. to Sp. resignar, It. rissegnare. - L. re
signiire unseal, cancel, give up, f. re- RE- z+ 
signiire SIGN. So resigDA'TION rezig-. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. - medL. 

resile riz~i-1 draw back, shrink, recoil. XVI. 
- F. fresilir or L. resilire leap back, recoil, 
f. re- RE- I + salfre leap (see SALIENT). So 
resiliENT rizi-li:lnt returning to the original 
position. XVII. - L. resilient- prp. resi·li
ENCE. XVII (Bacon). 

resin, rosin re·zin, m·zin adhesive substance 
secreted by pbnts. XIV. Late ME. recyn, 
resyn, rosyn (Wycl. Bible), rosine (Gower). 
- L. resina (whence Pr. rezina, F. resine xv, 
etc.) and medL. rosina (cf. OF. poix roisine 
XIII), prob. collateral adoption, with Gr. 
rhetine, from some non-IE. source. The 
medL. rosina is of unkn. origin; other Eng. 
vars. were trosil (xv), roset Sc. (xvi); cf. 
AL. rosetum (xv). So re·sinous, tro·sin
ous. XVII. - F. resineux- L. resinlisus. 

resipiscence resipi·s:lns acknowledgement 
of error, return to a better opinion. XVI 
(after long desuetude revived XIX). -F. 
resipiscence or late L. resipiscentia, f. resi
piscere come to oneself again, f. re-+sapere 
know j see RE- 4, SAPIENT, -ENCE. 

resist rizi·st withstand the action of. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. resister or L. resistere, f. re
RE- 6 + sistere stop, redupl. formation on 
stiire STAND. So resi·stANCE. xv. - F. 
resistance, later form of tresistence (whence 
tresi•stENCE XIV Ch.) -late L. 

resolute re·z:lliiit fdeterminate, absolute; 
of fixed resolve. XVI (earlier uses xv were 
sporadic). - L. resoliltus, pp. of resolvere. 
So resoluTION rez:lllii:fan fdissolution; 
resolving into components XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); decision, determination XVI.- L. 
noun of action f. L. and CRom. resolvere 
(f. re- RE-7+solvere SOLVE), whence resolve 
rizo·lv fdissolve (trans. and intr.) XIV (Ch., 
Trevisa); fsoften, slacken xv; separate 
into ; answer; solve ; determine ; fassure 
XVI; hence sb. XVI (Sh.). 
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RESONANCE 

resonance re·zanans reinforcement of 
sound. xv (Caxton). -F. treson(n)ance 
(mod. resonnance) - L. resonantia echo 
(Vitruvius), f. prp. stem of resoniire RESOU:-.ID. 
So re·sonANT. xvr. - (O)F. resonnant. 

resort riz5·:tt treturn, revert XIV; betake 
oneself, repair or proceed to xv. - (O)F. 
resortir (mod. ressortir), f. re- RE- 4+sortir 
go out, of unkn. origin. So sb. that to 
which one resorts. XIV (Ch.) - (O)F. ressort, 
f. the vb. 

resound rizau·nd ring with some sound XIV 
(Ch.); make an echoing sound; (arch.) pro
claim, celebrate; (poet.) re-echo XVI. Late 
ME. 1·esoune, f. re- RE- 7 + soune sou:-.~D3 

vb., after OF. resoner or L. resontire (cf. 
RESONANCE). 

resource ns<>·:ts means of supplying a 
want (Cotgr.); possibility of aid; expedient, 
device (Dryden). XVII. - F. ressource, 
t-ourse, sb. use of fern. pp. of OF. (dial.) 
resourdre rise again, recover :- L. resurgere 
(see RESURRECTION). 

respect rispe·kt relation, reference XIV (Ch., 
Trevisa); relationship xv; discriminating 
regard (Prov. xxiv 23), deferential regard 
xvr. - (O)F. respect (corr. to Sp. respeto, 
It. rispetto) or L. respectus, f. pp. stem of 
respicere look (back) at, regard, consider, 
f. re- RE- r +specere look (cf. ASPECT). So 
respe·ct vb. regard (also in various obs. 
senses); refer or relate to (in prp. respecting 
passing into prep. XVIII). XVI. f. respect-, 
pp. stem of L. respicere, or its frequent deriv. 
respecttire. In prp. respecting passing into 
prep. XVIII. So respe·ctABLE. XVI; cf. F. 
respectable, etc. respe·ctiVE. xvr. F. or 
medL. Cf. RESPITE. 

respire rispaia·:t t(rare) come up to breathe 
XIV (Usk); breathe again, recover xv; 
breathe (trans. and intr.) xvr. - (O)F. 
respirer or L. respirtire, f. re- RE- 4+spirtire 
breathe; see SPIRIT and cf. ASPIRE, COK
SPIRE. So respirA-TION. xv (Lydg.). -F. 
or L. re·spirATOR. XVIII; so F. respirateur. 

respite re·spit delay or extension of time 
XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); temporary cessation of 
labour, etc. XIV. -OF. respit (mod. repit) = 
Pr. respieit :- L. respectus RESPECT. So 
re·spite vb. grant respite to or delay of. 
XIV (Ch., Gower). -OF. respitier :- L. 
respecttire. 

resplendent risple·nd;mt shining, brilliant. 
xv. - L. resplendent-, -ens, prp. of resplen
dere, f. re- RE- 7 + splendere shine; sec 
SPLENDID, -ENT. 

respond rispu·nd (liturg.) responsory XIV; 
response to a versicle xvr. -OF. respond, f. 
respondre (mod. repondre) = Pr. respondre, 
etc. :- Rom. *respondere, for L. respondere 
answer to an engagement, f. re- RE- 4 + 
spondere make a solemn engagement (see 
SPONSOR). So respo·nd vb. answer. XVI. 
- L. respondere. respo·ndENT one who 
defends' a thesis; (leg.) defendant. xvr. 

REST -HARROW 

response rispu·ns answer, reply XIV; 
(liturg.) verse corresponding to a versicle 
XVII (earlier, responsory xv). ME. rtspons 
(not continuous with OE. respons). - OF. 
respons (mod. repons) or response (mod. 
reponse) or L. responsum (pl. -a), f. pp. of 
respondere. respo·nsiBLE tcorresponding to 
XVI (B. Jonson); answerable to another for 
something; reliable XVII. - F. tresponsible. 
responSION risp<>·nfan tsum to be paid xv; 
tresponse XVI; (Oxford Gniv.) first exa
mination for the B.A. degree (in which the 
candidates 'responderunt in Parviso'). re
spo·nSIVE responding, corresponding. XVI. 
-F. responsif, -ive, or late L. respo·nsoRY1 

(liturg.) anthem to be recited antiphonally 
after a lesson. xv. -late L. responsorium. 

rest1 rest A. relief from activity by sleep, 
intermission of labour, repose of body or 
mind OE.; repose of death XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); (mus.) XVI. B. (from the vb). sup
port for a fire-arm XVI; gen. support XVII. 
OE. r:est, rest repose, bed, corr. to OFris. 
rasta in rastelik restful, OS. rasta place of 
rest, OHG. rasta rest, league (G. rast), ON. 
r(Jst, Goth. rasta mile (as a distance after 
which one rests); on another grade are 
based MLG. roste, ruste (whence G. riiste), 
MDu. ruste. Further connexions have been 
seen in OE. :ern, rren dwelling (cf. BAR"') = 
Goth. razn, and Oir. tirus (:- *adrostu-) 
dwelling-place. So rest vb.' take or be at 
rest; remain OE. ; give rest to XIII. OE. 
rrestan, restan = OFris. resta, OHG. resten, 
raston (G. rasten), and (M)Du. rusten. 
Hence re·stFUL1• XIV. re·stLESS. OE. rest
leas; cf. G. rastlos, Du. rusteloos. 

rest• rest tremainder, remnant; tsum re
maining over (xv; reserve fund of a bank 
XIX); remaining part, number, members XVI; 
in primero, stakes kept in reserve, freq. in 
allusive phr. for venture, resolution, stay, 
residence XVI. - (O)F. reste, f. rester, whence 
rest vb. 2 remain so-and-so. corr. to Sp., 
Pg. restar, It. restare, ristare - L. resttire, 
f. re- RE- I -+-stare STA~D. 

rest• rest in medireval armour, contrivance 
fixed to the cuirass to receive the butt-end 
of a lance. XIV. Aphetic of ARREST sb.; cf. 
It. resta, Pg. reste, riste, Sp., Pg. ristre 
(hence enristmr put the lance in rest). 

restaurant re·st;)ra establishment for the 
provision of refreshments :Jr meals. XIX. 
-F. restaurant, sb. use ( 1765; earlier in the 
sense 'restorative', La Fontaine) of prp. of 
restaurer RESTORE; see -ANT. So restaura
teur rest;Jratil:t keeper of a restaurant 
XVIII; trestaurant XIX (somewhat earlier 
than restaurant). - F. 

rest-harrow re·sthre:rou field shrub, 
Ononis arvensis, with tough roots. xvr. 
expl. by early writers to mean 'plant that 
arrests the harrow' (f. aphetic form of 
ARREST) and so hinders the labourer; cf. OF. 
resteboef 'stop-ox', whenc~: medL. resta 
bovis. 
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RESTITUTION 

restitution restitju·J;>n action of g1vmg 
back XIII (Cursor M.); restoration to a former 
state xrv (Trevisa, Wycl. Bible); tendency 
to resume a previous position XVII (Boyle). 
- (O)F. restitution or L. restitiUio(n-), f. 
restituere restore, f. re- RE- 4 + statuere set up, 
establish; see STATUTE, -TION. 

restive re·stiv tinactive, inert XVI; tob
stinate in opinion or action; (of horses) re
fusing to move or follow a course xvn. 
Later form (by assim. to -IVE) of trestif xv. 
-OF. restif (mod. retif) = Pr. restiu, It. 
restio :- Rom. *restivus 'inclined to remain 
stationary', f. restiire REST vb. 2 t;![ With 
dial. var. resty (XVI) cf. HARDY, JOLLY, 
TESTY. 

restore rist5:J• .1 give back; build up again; 
reinstate; renew, re-establish XIII (RGlouc., 
Cursor M.); bring back to an earlier con
dition XIV (R. Mannyng). -OF. restorer 
(mod. restaurer) = It. ristorare :- L. restau
rtire (whence also Sp. restaurar, It. restau
rare); see RE- 2, STORE vb. So restorATION 
rest;, rei· J;,n action of restoring XVII; (R-) 
re-establishment of the monarchy in Eng
land in I66o XVII. Later form (assim. to the 
vb.) of restauration (XIV)- (O)F. or late L. 
resto·ratiVE adj. and sb. XIV. Var. of 
trestaurative (XIV, Gower, Trevisa) - OF. 
restauratif, -ive. 

restrain ristrei·n put a check on, restrict. 
XIV. 1\IIE. restreyne, restrayne- OF. re
strei(g)n-, -ai(g)n-, pres. stem of restreindre, 
restraindre = Pr. restrenher, Cat. restrenyer, 
It. ristringere :- L. restring ere bind fast, 
confine, f. re- RE- z+stringere draw tight (see 
STRAIN, STRICT). Sorestrai·nt. XV. - (O)F. 
restreinte, f. pp. of restreindre. restrict 
ristri·kt confine within limits. XVI (Lynde
say). f. restrict-, pp. stem of L. restringere. 
(Stigmatized by Johnson as 'a word scarce 
English' and included by Beattie in his 
'Scotticism·s~, I787.) restri·cTION. xv 
(Hoccleve). restri·ctiVE. XIV (Maund.). 
- (O)F. or late L. 

result rizA·lt arise as a consequence or 
effect. xv. - medL. (AL.) 1'esulttire (whence 
also F. resulter, etc.), fig. use of L. resulttire 
spring back, reverberate, re-echo, f. re
RE-7 + salttire leap (see SALTATION). Hence 
resu·lt sb. (now U.S.) decision, resolution; 
effect, consequence . of action, etc. XVII ; 
cf. Sp., Pg. resulta. (tResultance, tre
sultancy were in use somewhat earlier; 
medL. had resulttitunz, whence F. resultat, 
It. risultato.) So resu·ltANT tshining by 
reflection; resulting XVII ; sb. tmathe
matical result xv; composite effect of forces 
XIX. prp. of the L. vb. 

resume rizju·m take up, or back, or to one
self again. xv. - (O)F. resumer or L. 
resilmere (whence also Sp. resumir, It. 
risumere), f. re- RE- 2 + s!lnzere take ( cf. 
ASSUME). So resumpTION riu,·mPJ;,n XV. 
- (O)F. or late L. resume re·zjumei, rei
summary, XIX. F., sb. use of pp. of resumer. 

RETALIATE 

resurge ris;i· .1d3 rise again. xvr. - L. 
resurgere; see RE- 4, SURGE vb. So resu·r
gENT. XVIII. 

resurrection rezgre·kJ;m rising again of 
Jesus Christ from the dead or of all men at 
the Last Day. XIII. - (O)F. resurrection
late L. resurrectio(n-), f. pp. stem of L. 
resurgere; see prec. and -TION; in ChrL. 
rendering Gr. aVclO'TUaL!). Hence, by back
formation, resurre·ct vb. xvm. 

resuscitate risA'Siteit restore to life or 
consciousness. XVI (More). f. pp. stem of 
L. resuscittire, f. re-+suscittire raise, revive, 
f. sus- SUB- + cittire put in motion, excite; 
see RE- 2, SUB-, CITE, -ATE3 • Superseded tre
suscite (xiv-xvi) - (O)F. ressusciter or L. 
So resuscitA'TION. XVI. -late L. 

ret ret soak (flax, etc.) in water. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). The E. Anglian forms reten, retten 
corr. to MDu. reeten, (also mod.) reten; but 
the north. forms rayte, rate point to an ON. 
*reyta (repr. by Norw. reyta, Sw. rota, 
Da. rr'ide), corr. to MLG. roten, ::\1:Du. 
rooten, roten (Du. roten; dial. also 1·oten, 
reuten), :vn-IG. ro:,en, rce:,m (G. rosten); 
rei. to ROT. 

retable ri'teibl reredos; shelf or ledge at 
the back of an altar. XIX. -F. retable, retable 
- Sp. retablo (Pg. retabolo)- m.edL. *reta
bulum, for retrotabulmn (xin) 'structure at 
the back of an altar-table' (cf. Pr. reiretaule), 
f. L. retr6 RETRO-, REAR-+ tabula TABLE.! 

retail ri-teil the sale of (commodities) in 
small quantities XIV; attrib. XVII. - A:-.;. 
*retaille (AL. retallia, also in phr. ad 
retalliam vendere sell by retail XIV), spec. use 
of OF. retaille piece cut off, shred, f. 
retaillier, f. 1·e-, RE- 7 + taillier cut (see 
TAILOR). t;![ This use, which is not in F. or 
Sp., is prob. of It. origin (cf. medL. retaitire, 
1'etagliator, repr. It. ritagliare retail, ritaglia
tore retailer; so It. ritaglio, Pg. retalho, 
retalhm·, retalhiste). So retai·l vb. sell by 
retail XIV; recount XVI (Sh.). re·tai1ER1• xv. 

retain ritei·n trestrain XIV (Ch.); keep hold 
or possession of, keep in one's service; 
keep in mind xv; keep attached to one xvr. 
- AN. retei(g)n-, repr. tonic stem of OF. 
retenir = Pr., Sp. retener, Pg. reter, It. 
retinere :- Rom. *retenere, for L. retinere, 
f. re- RE- 3 +tenere hold (see TENABLE and 
cf. CONTAIN, etc.). retai·UER5 (authorization 
of) retaining for oneself xv ; fee for retaining 
a barrister's services XIX. retai·nER1 

maintainer, preserver; dependant on a 
person of rank. XVI (earlier -our = -oR1). 

So rete·nTION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. re
te·ntiVE. XIV. - (O)F. or medL. 

retaliate ritre·lieit repay in kind. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. retalitire, £. re- RE- + 
ttilis of such a kind, f. demons. base *to (see 
THAT, THE) + -iilis -AL1 ( cf. qutilis of what 
kind); see -ATE3

• So retaliA'TION. xvr 
reta·liatORY 2• XIX. ' 



RETARD 

retard rita·.rd keep back, delay. xv (Cax
ton). - (O)F. retarder = Sp. retardar, It. 
retardare ;- L. retarddre f. re- RE- 3 + tardus 
slow (see TARDY). So retardA·TJON ri-. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. or L. 

retch retf, ritf hawk in the throat XVI ; 
make efforts to vomit XIX. var. of REACH 2, 

reticence re·tis;}ns maintenance of silence. 
xvn (rare before c.I83o, being repr. by 
reticency). - L. reticentia, f. reticere keep 
silence, f. re- RE- 7 + tacere be silent (see 
TACIT); cf. F. reticence, etc. So re·ticENT. 
XIX. - L. reticent-, -ens. 

reticular riti·kjul;)J resembling or con
structed like a net. XVI. - modL. reticuliiris, 
f. L. reticulum RETICULE; see -AR and cf. F. 
reticulaire (XVII). So reti·culATE 2• XVII. 
- L.; so reti·culatED1• XVIII. 

reticule re·tikjill reticulate structure used 
in a microscope XVIII ; small bag used as 
a pocket or workbag XIX (c.I825; somewhat 
earlier ridicule). - F. reticule- L. reticulum 
network bag, omentum (mod. anat. second 
stomach of a ruminant XVII), dim. of rete 
net ; see -CULE. 

retina re·tin;) innermost coating at the back 
of the eyeball. XIV. - medL. retina (whence 
also F. rt!tine, Sp., It. retina), perh. f. L. 
rete net. 

retinue re·tmJu 'tretention in servtce 
(Gower); company of persons retained in 
one's service (Barbour). XIV. - OF. rete
nue, sb. use of fern. pp. of retenir RETAIN. 
(jj Stressed reti·nue XVI-XVIII, as by Spenser, 
1\Iilton, Bailey's Diet. 

retire ritai;J·.r draw back, withdraw. XVI. 
- (O)F. retirer, f. re- RE- I+ tirer draw; cf. 
TIER and Sp. retirar, It. retirare. Hence 
reti·rAL 2• XVII. reti·reMENT, XVI (Sh.; 
somewhat earlier re·tire). 

retort1 rit5·.rt repay, requite; cast back (a 
charge, etc.) XVI; reply in kind to XVII. f. 
retort-, pp. stem of L. retorquere, f. re- RE- 4 
+ torquere twist (see TORT). Hence reto·rt 
sb. sharp reply. XVI. 

retort• rit5·.rt vessel with a long neck used 
for distillation. XVII. - F. reto1·te ( = Sp., 
It. retorta)- medL. retorta, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of L. retorquere (see prec.). 

retract1 ritrre·kt draw back xv; trestrain, 
withdraw XVI. f. retract-, pp. stem of L. 
retrahere, f. re- RE- I+ trahere (see TRACT). 

retract• ritne·kt recall, revoke XVI; intr. 
XVII. - (O)F. retracter or L. retractiire, f. 
re- RE- I + tractd1'e, frequent. of trahere; cf. 
F. retracter, etc. So retractA'TION (pl.) 
title of a work of St. Augustine containing 
further treatment and correction of former 
works xv; recantation XVI ; withdrawal from 
an engagement XVII. - L. retractiitio; so 
F., etc. retra·cTION retractation XIV (Ch., 
rare before XVI), - L. retractio; so F., etc., 

RETURN 

retreat ritri•t (mil.) signal to retire XIV 
(Barbour); act of retiring in the face of 
danger, etc. (Gower); withdrawal into 
privacy; place of seclusion xv. Late ME. 
1·etret- OF. retret, etc., vars. of retraite 
(whence t1·etrait xv-xvn), sb. uses of m. 
and fern. pps. of 1'etraire ;- L. retrdhere 
RE'l'RACT1• So retrea·t vb. retire xv; tre
tract, revoke xvr. -OF. J'etraitier- L. 
retractdre RETHACT 2 ; assim. to the sb. 

retrench ritre·nf tcut short, repress; cut 
down, reduce; also intr. XVII. -F. tre
trencher, early form of retrancher; see RE- 5, 
TRENCH vb. (tretranch is a rare var. XVI
XVII.) So retre·nchMENT. xvn. -F. t]! The 
use of both words is earlier in fortification 
(xvr) for inner line of defence. 

retribution retribju·f;m recompense, re
quital XIV (PPI., Wycl. Bible); recompense 
for evil XVI. - ChrL. retributio(n-), f. L. 
retribuere, f. re- RE- 2 + tribuere assign; see 
TRIBUTE, -TION, and cf. (O)F. retribution. 
So retr.i·butiVE (in Southey and Shelley 
str. on the first and third sylls.). XVII (r. 
justice Cudworth; rare before XIX). 

retrieve ritri·v 'f(of dogs) find again (game 
that has been lost) xv; recover, regain XVI; 
bring in (killed or wounded game) XIX. 
Late ME l'etreve- OF. retroev-, -euv-, tonic 
stem of retrover (mod. retrou~•er), f. re- RE- 4 
+ trover find (cf. TROVE). The usual form 
in XVI-XYII was retrive, with change of 
vowel as in co:•HRIVE; retrieve dates from 
c. 16so. Hence retrie·vER1 tdog used to 
set up game again xv; breed of dog 
adapted for recovering game XIX. 

retro- ri·trou, re·trou prefix repr. L. retro
adv. ('behind') used in combination as in 
retrospicere ( cf. RETROSPECT), 1·etrogradus 
(see next), f. re-+compar. suffix as in intr6-
INTRO-; in anat. and path. denoting 'situ
ated behind' the part of the body indicated 
by the second el., as retro-ocular, -uterine. 

retrograde re·trogreid (astron., of planets) 
moving apparently in a direction contrary 
to the order of the signs xrv (Ch.); tending 
or inclined to go backwards XVI. - L. 
retrogradus (astron.), f. retro -i- grad- step; 
see RETHO-, GRADE. So re·trograde vb. XVI. 
- L. retri5gradi, later retrograddre. retro
gradA"f!ON. XVJ. -late L. retrogre·ssiON. 
xvrr. - L. *retrogressio(n-). Cf. F. nitro
grade, etc., with corr. forms in Sp., Pg., It. 

retrospect re·trospekt, ri'trou- regard or 
reference to some fact, etc. ; survey of the 
past. xvrr. f. ret1·6spect-, pp. stem of L. 
retri5spicere look back, after PROSPECT. So 
retrospe·cno", retrospe·cTIVE. xvn. 

retrousse r;Jtrfi·sei (of the nose) turned up 
at the end. XIX. -F., pp. of retrousser, f. re
RE- r + trousser TRt.:ss. 

return rit'l·.rn come or go back, lit. and fig. 
XIV (Ch.); turn, bring, or send back XV; 
give back, render XVI (Sh.). -OF. retorner, 



REUNION 

returner (mod. retourner) = Sp. retoumar, 
It. ritornare- Rom. *retorntire; see RE- r, 
TURN. So retu·rn sb. XIV (Gower). -AI\. 
retorn, return, f. retorner. 

reunion rijil·nian coming together again. 
XVII (Donne). - F. reunion, f. reunir reunite, 
after union. So reuni·te. XVI; cf. AL. 
reiinfre. See RE- 4, Ui'/ION, UNITE. 

reveaF rivi·l disclose in a supernatural 
manner XIV; divulge by discourse, etc. xv; 
make visible XVI. - (O)F. reveler ( = Sp. 
revelar, It. ri-, revclare) or L. reveldre, f. 
re- RE- 5 + velum VEIL. So revelA·TION 
revil-. XIV (R. Mannyng). - (O)F. or ChrL. 

revea12 rivi-1 side of an opening or recess 
at right angles to the face of a work. XVII 
(re·vale, Holme). f. trevale lower, bring 
down- OF. revaler, f. re- RE- I + avaler 
lower, f. a val down. 

reveille rivre·li, rive·li morning signal given 
to soldiers. XVII (revelley, revalley). - F. 
reveillez, imper. pl. of reveiller awaken, f. re
RE- 4+veiller :- L. t•igiltire keep watch (see 
VIGIL). 

revel re·v(a)l be (riotously) festive. XIV. 
- OF. 1·eveler (refl.) rebel, rejoice noisily 
:-L. rebelltireREBEL. Sore·velsb.XIV. -OF. 
revel (f. the vb.) rebellion, tumult, dis
turbance, noisy mirth. 

revenge rive·nd3 refl. (XIV, Barbour), pass. 
(xv) take vengeance; exact retribution for 
xv. In earliest use Sc. -OF. revenger, var. 
ofrevencher (mod. revancher) = Pr. revenjar 
:-late L. revindicdre, f. re- RE- 7+ L. vindi
cdre VENGE. Hence reve·nge sb. XVI; cf. F. 
trevenge, var. of revenche (mod. revanche). 

revenue re·v;mju (also str. reve·nue XVI to 
mid-XIX) tyield or profit of property; in
come from possessions xv; (annual) income 
gen. ; department of the civil service dealing 
with national funds XVII. - (O)F. revenu, 
trevenue, m. and fem. pp. of revenir :- L. 
revenfre return, f. re- RE- I, ~ -1- venire COlv!E; 
cf. AL. reventus revenue. 

reverberate riv;}·Jb;}reit tbeat or drive 
back; re-echo; also intr. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
L. everbertire, f. re- RE- I + verberdre strike, 
beat, f. ~Jerbera rods, scourge, flogging, with 
cogns. in Baltic and Sl., and Gr. rhapis 
stick, rhdbdos stick, rod; cf. F. nh·erberer, 
It. ri(n)verberare, etc. So reverberA·TION. 
XIV (Ch.; rare before XVI). - (O)F. or late L. 
reve·rberatonv (furnace) so constructed 
that the flame is forced back upon the sub
stance exposed to it, XVII; cf. F., etc. 

revere rivi;}·;r regard with deep respect. 
XVII. -F. reverer or L. revereri, f. n- RE-7+ 
vererf feel awe of, fear (see WARE2). So 
reverENCE re·v;}r;Jns deep respect XIII (S. 
Eng. Leg.); gesture indicative of this; con
dition of being revered; as a title XIV. 
- (O)F. reverence ~ Sp. reverencia, It. re-

REVISE 

verenza - L. reverentia. So reve·rence vb. 
XIV. -AN. reverencer (Gower); cf. modF. 
reverencier. re·verend worthy of reverence 
(spec. as an epithet of respect) xv ; treverent 
XVI (formerly in regular use). - (O)F. 
reverend ( = Sp., It. reverendo, or L. re
verendus, gerundive of revererf. re·verENT 
treverend XIV (very freq. XVI-XVII); deeply 
respectful XV. In first sense- OF. reverent 
or after medL. reverentissimus most reverend 
(of bishops); in second sense- L. reverent-, 
-ens (whence Sp., It. reverente). revere·n
TIAL. xvr. - F. treverencial, revhentiel or 
medL. *reverentialis (adv. reverentialiter 
reverently). 

reverie re·v;}ri twild delight, violent or 
riotous action XIV; tfanciful idea; ab
stracted musing XVII. In ME.- OF. reverie 
rejoicing, revelry, wildness, rage, f. rever 
revel, act or speak wildly (mod. rever 
ttalk in delirium, dream), of unkn. origin. 
In XVII-XVIII (often resverie) -later F. 
resverie, now reverie; see -ERY. 

reverse riv5·;rs opposite, contrary XIV (R. 
Mannyng, Gower; thereafter not till xvm); 
mil. commanding the rear XVIII. -OF. 
revers( e)- L. reversus, -a, pp. of revertere. 
So sb. A. contrary XIV (Gower, Ch.; there
after not till xvm); back of a coin, etc. xvn. 
B. tback-handed stroke XV; adverse change 
of fortune XVI. - (O)F. revers or treverse -
sb. uses of the L. pp. reve·rse vb. tbring, 
send, etc. back ; toverthrow ; invert, tum 
the other way. XIV. - OF. reverser (now 
ren-) - late L. reversiire, f. L. reversus. 
reve·rSION (leg.) return of an estate; right 
of succession. xv. - (O)F. or L. reve·rsAL 2

• 

xv. reve·rt trecover consciousness XIII; 
return, go back XIV. -OF. revertir or L. 
revertere, f. re- RE- r, z + vert ere turn (see 
-WARD). 

revetment rive·tm;:mt (forti£.) retammg 
wall supporting the face of a rampart. XVIII. 
-F. revetement (also used in Eng.), f. 
revetir (whence trevest XVII, revet XIX) 
- late L. revestfre, f. re-+ vestfre clothe; see 
RE- 4, VEST, -MENT. 

review rivjil· revision; formal inspection 
XVI; general survey or account XVII. - F. 
reveue, now revue, f. revoir, f. re- RE- 4+voir 
:- L. videre see; see VIEW. So or hence 
vb. tinspect again; revise, survey XVI ; 
etc.; after F. revoir, It. rividere, etc. 

revile rivai·l assail with abuse. XIV (R. 
!Vlannyng). -OF. reviler, f. re- RE- 7 + viZ 
VILE; cf. F. ravilir, It. ravvilire. 

revise rivai·z tlook at or behold again; 
read over again. xvr. - (O)F. reviser, 
treviser or L. revisere, f. re- RE- 4, 7 + vfsere 
VISIT, examine, desiderative and intensive of 
vis-, videre see (see WIT). Hence revi·se sb. 
review, revision XVI; revised form of proof
sheet XVII; revi·SAL 2 • XVII. So reviSION 
rivi·3an. XVII. - (O)F. or late L. 



REVIVE 

revive rivai·v return or restore to con
sciousness or life. XV. - (O)F. revivre (corr. 
to Pr. reviure, etc.) or late L. revfvere, f. re
RE- 2 + ~:fvere live (see vivid); the causa
tive meaning, which has developed in Eng., 
corr. to the uses of F. raviver, It. ravivvare. 
Hence revi·vAL 2 • XVII; whence revi·val
ISM, -IST. XIX. 

revoke rivou·k tbring back, recall; annul, 
cancel XIV (Ch., Wyclif); (at cards) fail 
improperly to follow suit XVI. - (O)F. 
revoquer "'' Sp. revocar, etc. or L. revociire, 
f. re- RE- I, 2, 3 + vociire call. So revocA·
TION. XV (Lydg., \Vyntoun). 

revolt rivou·lt, -<>·It cast off allegiance XVI; 
affect with disgust XVIII (prp. adj. revo·lting 
XIX). -F. (se) revolter- It. rivoltare (ref!. 
-arsi)- Rom. *revolvitiire, intensive of L. 
revolvere REVOLVE. So revo·lt sb. xvr. 
-F. revolte- It. rivolta, f. the vb. So 
revolution rev;JVu·J:m moving of a 
celestial body in an orbit, time in which this 
is done XIV (Gower, Ch.); tperiodical re
currence XVI ; complete change of affairs or 
reversal of conditions XV; overthrow of 
established govemment XVI. - (O)F. revo
lution (corr. to Sp. revolucion, It. rivoluzione) 
or late L. revoliitio(n-), f. pp. stem of 
revolvere REVOLVE; see -TION. Hence 
revolu·tionARY. XVIII (I77+; but in gen. 
use only after F. revolutionnaire I 794). 
revolu·tionrzE. xvm (1797); after F. 
revolutionner (1795). revolve riv:J"!v tturn 
or roll back or round XIV (Usk); tum over 
in the mind, consider XV; cause to travel in 
an orbit XVII (Milton); intr. of this XVIII. 
- L. re'l:olvere, f. re- RE- I, 7 + volvere roll, 
turn (cf. VOLUBLE). Hence revo·lvER1 pistol 
in which a set of loaded barrels or cartridge 
chambers is revolved. XIX (patented by 
S. Colt, 1835, American inventor, used 
by Dickens in 'Martin Chuzzlewit' x.xxiii, 
along with revolving pistol). 

revulsion rivA·lf;)n (path.) diminishing a 
morbid condition in one part by acting on 
another XVI ; drawing away XVII; strong 
reaction XIX (Scott, Southey). -F. revulsion 
or L. rendsio(n-), f. revuls-, pp. stem of 
revellere, f. re- RE-I + vellere pluck, pull (cf. 
CONVULSION). 

reward riw5·Jd tregard; tassign as a re
compence; recompense, requite XIV. -AN., 
ONF. rewarder = OF. reguarder REGARD. 
So rewa·rd sb. tregard; return, recom
pence. XIV. -AN., ONF. reward= OF. re
guard, f. the vb. 

reynard re·n;JJd proper name of the fox. 
XIV. - (O)F. renard, t-art, orig. proper 
name of the fox (le goupil) in the 'Roman de 
Renart' XIII) - Frank. Reginhart, whence 
MDu. Reynaert (-d), on which Caxton 
modelled his form reynard. Also ME. 
renaud, later reynold, mod. dial. (mister) 
Reynolds, showing assim. to ME. Reinaud 
-OF. Renaud (cf. OHG. Reginolt, G. Rein
(h)old). 

RHETOR 

rhabdo- ne·bdou, nebdi>· comb. form of 
Gr. rhdbdos rod (see REVERBERATE), as in 
rhabdo·LOGY computation by 'N'apier's 
bones'. XVII- modL. rhabdologia (~apier). 
rha·bdoMANCY divination bv a rod or wand. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne)- Gr. ;habdomanteia. 

Rhadamanthine rred::lmre·n]nin inflexibly 
severe. XIX (earlier t-eem XVII). f. L. 
Rhadamanthus, Gr. Rhaddmanthos one of 
the judges in the lower world; see -INE1

• 

Rhreto-Romanic ri:touroumre·nik pert. to 
the Ro:wANCE dialects spoken in SE. 
Switzerland and the Tyrol, sometimes spec. 
Romansch or Ladin XIX. Also Rhre:to
Roma·nce XIX. 

rhapsody rre·ps<'ldi epic poem or part of 
one suitable for recitation at one time; 
tmiscellany, medley XVI; extravagant effu
sion xvn. - L. rhapsodia, applied by 
Cornelius ~epos to a book of Homer- Gr. 
rhapsoidiii, f. rhapsoid6s rhapsodist, f. 
rhdptein stitch+ oidif song, onE; see -Y 3 • 

Hence rhapsodic -;:,·dik. xvni, -ICAL, -IST, 
-IZE. XVII; cf. F. r(h)apsodie (xvn), r(h)apso
diste, r(h)apsodier. 

rhatany rre·t<'Jni S. Amer. shrub, Krameria 
triandra. XIX. - modL. rhatania - Pg. 
ratanlza, Sp. ratania - Quechua ratafia. 

rhea ri·::l three-toed ostrich of S. Americe. 
XIX. modL. generic name (Mohring 1752' _ 
arbitrary use of the myth .. female name L. 
Rhea, Gr. Rluia. 

Rhemish ri·mif pert. to Rheims (~E. 
France), formerly tRhemes, or the English 
R.C. college there, or the ~.T. emanating 
therefrom in 1582 xvr; see -ISH1 • 

Rhenish re·nif pert. to the Rhine, chief 
river of Germany XIV; sb. Rhine wine XVI 
(Sh.). Late ME. rynis, -isch, renys (assim. 
XVI to L.)- AN. reneis, OF. rinois, minois 
- medL. *Rhenensis, for L. Rheniinus, f. 

Rhenus Rhine; cf. MHG. rin(i)sch, G. 
rheinisch, etc.; see -ISH1• 

rheo- ri·ou, ri<>· comb. form of Gr. dzeos 
STREA:\1, current, used in scientific terms 
with the meaning 'electric current', as 
rheo·meter, rhe·ostat. XIX (\Vheatstone). 

rhesus ri•s;)s one of the macaques. XIX. 
modL. specific name, arbitrary use of L. 
Rhesus, Gr. Rh€sos, mythical king ofThrace. 

rhetor ri·t5J professor of rhetoric XIV; 
(professional) orator xvr. Late l\1E. rethor 
(later rhetor) -late L. rethor, var. of L. 
rhetor- Gr. rhiftor, f. *Frii- (as also in 
rhema word), f. *wer- (cf. VERB, WORD). So 
rhetoric re·t.~rik art of using language for 
persuasion. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). Late ME. 
ret(h)orique- OF. rethorique (mod. rlu!to
rique)- L. rhetorica (med.L 1·eth-)- Gr. rhe
torike, sb. use (sc. tekhne art). rhetoricAL 
rlt<>Tibl. xv. f. L. rhetoricus. rhetori·ciAN. 
XV (Lydg.). - OF.; earlier trethorien XIV 
(Ch.)- OF. rethorien. 
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RHEUM 

rheum1 rum watery matter secreted by 
mucous glands or membranes; mucous dis
charge, catarrh XIV (Trevisa, PPI.); (poet.) 
tears XVI (Sh.). Late ME. reume- OF. reume 
(mod. rhume) = Pr., Sp., It. reuma-late L. 
rheuma (Vegetius, Jerome) - Gr. rhez'lma 
flow, STREAM, bodily humour or defluxion. 
So rheumATIC -re·tik consisting of watery 
discharge XIV ; suffering from, characterized 
by this xvr. -OF. reumatique (mod. rhu-) 
- L. - Gr. rheu•matiSM rheumatic dis
ease. XVII. - F. or L. -Gr. rheu·ma
tom. XIX. 

rheum• ri·am generic name for the rhu
barbs. XVIII. - Gr. rMon. Hence (chem.) 
rhe·Ic, rhe·r:-<1 ; after F. rhtfique, rlufine. 

rhinegrave rai·ngreiv count whose domain 
bordered on the river Rhine. xvr. - MDu. 
rijngrave, G. rheingraj; see GRAVE6• 

rhino rai·nou (sl.) monev. XVII. In the 
earliest ex. assoc. with trhinocerical ('The 
Ready, the Rhino; thou shalt be rhinocerical, 
my Lad', Shadwell 'Squire of Alsatia' I i), 
which is recorded also by Grose as a sl. 
word for 'rich', presumably f. RHINOCEROS 
in some allusive sense now lost. 

rhino- rai·nou, raino· comb. form of Gr. 
rhis, rhinos nose, pl. nostrils, in scientific 
terms (xrx). 

rhinoceros raino·s;:,ras pl. -oses asiz large 
pachyderm with a horn or two horns on its 
nose. XIII (ri-, rynoceros). - L. rhinoceros 
(Pliny), pl. -otes, in medL. usu. rino- -Gr. 
rhinokeros, pl. -otes, f. rhino-, rhis nose + 
keras HORN. Several vars. have been current, 
as rhinocerot (cf. F. rhinocerot xvr), pl. -otes, 
pl. -ceros, -ons (cf. occas. OF. rhinocerons), 
-ontes (after medL.), -ceroes, -ceri. Cf. F. 
rhinoceros, Sp., It. rinoceronte. So rhino
cerotiC -sam·tik. xvm. - late L. 

rhizo- rai·zou, raizo· comb. form of Gr. 
rhiza ROOT, in many scientific terms. XIX. 

rhizome rai·zoum (bot.) root-like stem. 
xrx (Lindley). - modL. rhizoma- Gr. 
rhizoma, f. rhizoilsthai take root, f. rhiza 
ROOT1 . 

rhodium1 rou·diam rosewood (Convolvu
lus). XVII. modL. (sc. lignum wood), n. of 
rhodius rose-like, f. Gr. rhodon ROSE. 

rhodium• rou·diam (chem.) white metal of 
the platinum group. XIX (Wollaston). 
f. Gr. rhodon ROSE+-IUM ; so called from 
the rose colour of a solution of salts con
taining it. 

rhododendron roudo-, mdode·ndr;:,n 
genus of shrubs akin to azalea. XVII. - L. 
rhododendron oleander (Pliny)- Gr. rhodo
dendron, f. rhodon ROSE + dendron tree. 

rhodomontade see RODOMONTADE. 

rhomb rom plane figure having the four 
sides and opposite arigles equal. xvr. 

RHYTHM 

-F. rhombe or L. rhombus (whence rho·m
bus xvr)- Gr. rhombos spinning motion, 
spinning-top, equilateral parallelogram, 
lozenge, rei. to rhembesthai roll about, roam. 
Hence rho·mbrc XVII; so rho·mbom adj. 
XVII, sb. XVI; - F. rhombo!de or late L. 
rhomboides- Gr. rhomboeidis adj., -es sb. 
(sc. skhema figure), -OIDAL. xvrr. - modL. 

rhopalic roupre·lik (of lines of verse) in 
which each word contains one syllable more 
than the one immediately preceding it. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). -late L. rhopalicus 
(Servius), f. Gr. rhopalon cudgel thicker 
towards one end (cf. RHABDO-); see -rc. 

rhotacism rou·tasizm excessive use of r 
(Southey); (philo!.) conversion of another 
sound (esp. s) into r. XIX. - modL. 
rhotacismus- Gr. *rhotakismos, f. rh6takfzein 
make excessive or wrong use of r, f. rho 
letter R; see -ISM, and cf. LAMBDACISM. 

rhubarb ru·bii.Ib (rootstock of) species of 
Rheum used in medicine, long imported from 
China to Europe through Russia and the 
Levant (Turkey, Russian, Chinese r.) xrv; 
any species cultivated in England or France 
for their fleshy stalks XVII. Late ME. 
rubarbe- OF. ru-, reubarbe (mod. rhubarbe) 
= Pr. reubarba, Sp. riu-, Pg. reubarbo- Rom. 
*r(h)eubarbum, shortening of medL. r(h)eu
barbarum, alt. by assoc. with rheum RHEUM 2 

(- Gr. rMon rhubarb- Pers. rewend) of 
rhabarbarum foreign 'rha', whence It. 
rabarbaro, G. rhabarber (late L. rhti- Gr. 
rha, said by Ammianus Marcellinus to be 
called after the ancient name Rha of the 
river Volga). 

rhumb rMll, rMllb (naut.) tline on a chart 
indicating the course of a ship moving con
tinuously in one direction ; point of the 
compass XVI ; angular distance between two 
successive points XVII. -F. rumb, trum, 
earlier tryn (de vent of wind) point of the 
compass, prob. - Du. ruim space, ROOM, 
altered later by assoc. with L. rhombus 
RHOMB(us) ; cf. Sp. rumbo, Pg. rumbo, rumo, 
It. rombo, which may be partly the source 
of the Eng. word. 

rhyme raim. XVII. var. sp. of RIME'. So 
vb. xvn; hence rhy·mER1• XVII, rhy·meSTER. 
XVIII. 

rhyncho- ri·l)kou comb. form of Gr. 
rhugkhos snout, in scientific terms, as 
rhy:nchocepha·lian, rhy-nchophore. XIX. 

rhythm ri·om, ri·J;>m A. t(piece of) 
rhymed verse XVI ; B. metrical movement or 
flow as determined by the recurrence of 
features of the same kind XVI ; also transf. 
and gen. XVII. In A graphic var. of RIME2 

(rhyming, e.g., with time XVII); in B- L. 
rhythmus or F. rhythme- Gr. rhuthmos, rei. 
to rhefn flow (IE. *sreu-; cf. STREAM). So 
rhy·thmrc. xvn, -ICAL. xvr. -F. or L. 
-Gr. 



RIAL 

rial rai·al applied from XIV to various royal 
persons and things, esp. (xv- ) coins struck 
in particular reigns (cf. REAL 2). -OF. rial, 
var. of real REAL1• 

riant rai·ant smiling, gay. xvr. -F. riant 
- L. rldentem, -ens, prp. of ridere laugh; see 
-ANT. 

riata ria·t;~ lariat. XIX. - Sp. reata, f. reatar 
to tie again, f. re- RE- 4 + atar :- L. aptdre 
apply, adjust (cf. ADAPT). 

rib rib any of the curved bones articulated 
to the spine OE. ; wife, woman (in allusion 
to Gen. ii :n) XVI; various transf. and techn. 
uses from XIV. OE. rib(b), corr. (with 
variations in gender and declension) to 
OFris. ribb, rebb, OS. ribbi (Du. rib( be)), 
OHG. rippi, ripjJa (G. rippe), ON. rij :
Germ. *re!Jja-, -jo, rei. to OS!. (Russ.) rebro 
(:-*rebhro) rib, side, and prob. further to 
OHG. hirni/reba brain-pan, cranium, Gr. 
oropld roof, ertfphein roof over. 

ribald ri·b;~ld tretainer of low class XIII; 
tknave, rascal, licentious person; offensive 
or scurrilous person XIV; adj. XVI. ME. 
ribaud- OF. ribaut, -ault, -auld (also mod. 
ribaud) = Pr. ribaut (whence OSp., OPg., 
It. ribaldo, medL. ribaldus), f. OF. riber 
pursue licentious pleasures, f. Germ. base 
repr. by OHG. hriba (MHG. ribe) whore, 
l\1HG. riben be on heat, copulate. 'lJ The 
Rom. word was adopted in MLG., MDu., 
MHG., and Ice!. So ri·baldRY. XIV, 
tribaldY3

• XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). - OF. ribau
derie, ribaudie. 

ribband1 ri·b:md (naut.) any of the long 
flexible timbers fastened to the ribs of a 
ship. XVIII. perh. f. RIB+BAND 2 , but poss. 
identical with next, ribbon being so used 
from the same date. 

rib band 2 see next. 

ribbon ri·bn narrow woven band of fine 
material. XIV (PPI., Ch.). Late ME. reban, 
riban, ryban, later ryband xv, ri·bband XVI 
(freq. till XIX)- OF. riban (still dial.), reuban, 
(also mod.) ruban, prob. - Germ. comp. of 
band BAND 2

• 'lJ The sp. in -on, evidenced 
from XVI, is pro b. after button, cotton; 
the d of riband is parasitic, as in astound. 

ribes rai·biz pl. currants XVI; (bot.) genus 
comprising currant and gooseberry XVIII. 
- medL. ribes - Arab. ribds sorrel. 

Ribston ri·bst;~n dessert apple, introduced 
from Normandy, named after Ribston Park, 
situated between Knaresborough and 
Wetherby in Yorkshire. XVIII. 

rice rais (seeds of) the food plant Oryza 
sativa. XIII. ME. rys- OF. ris (mod. riz) 
- It. riso (whence also Pr. ris) :-Rom. 
*orizum, for L. orj'za- Gr. oruza (also 
oruzon), of Eastern origin (cf. Skr. vrihi); 
widespread in the Germ. langs.: MLG., 
MHG., ris (Du. rijst, G. reis), MSw. riis, 
Sw., Da. ris (Sp., Pg. arroz are from Arab. 
ar-rozz, with AL- 2). 

RIDDLE 

rich ritJ tpowerful, great; having abundant 
means OE.; costly, splendid, sumptuous 
XII ; various transf. and fig. uses from XIII. 
OE. rice = OFris. rik(e), OS. riki, OHG. 
richi (Du. rijk, G. reich), ON. rikr, Goth. 
reiks, CGerm. - Celtic rix (Ir. rig) = L. 
rex king (cf. RAJAH, ROYAL); reinforced in 
ME. by (O)F. riche orig. powerful = Pr. 
ric, Sp. rico, It. ricco, of Germ. origin. 
From the same CGerm. stem are OE. 
rice = OFris. rike, OS. riki, MLG., MDu. 
rike (Du. rijk), OHG. richi (G. reich), ON. 
rtki, Goth. reikikingdom, realm, royal power, 
surviving in BISHOPRIC. So riches ri·tjiz 
abundance of means XIII (La3.). var. (simu
lating Eng. pls. in -es) of trichesse, tricheise 
(XII)- OF. richeise, -esce (mod. -esse); f. 
riche+-eise, -esse -ESS 2

• Cf. ALMS, EAVES. 

rick1 rik stack of hay, etc. OE. hreac ~ 
MDu. rooc, rake (Du. rook), ON. hraukr, of 
unkn. origin. The shortening of the vowel, 
dating from XVI, is paralleled by the wide
spread dial. var. ship of sheep. 

rick" rik sprain, wrench XVIII; var. of 
WRICK. 

rickets ri·kits disease marked by softening 
of the bones. XVII ('De Morbo puerili 
Anglorum, quem patrio idiomate indigeme 
vocant The Rickets', D. Whistler, I645). 
perh. of local origin, the disease being first 
observed in Dorset and Somerset; assoc. 
by medical writers with Gr. rhakhztis 
RACHITIS, which was adopted as the technical 
designation. Hence ri·ckety1 affected with 
r. XVII; shaky, tottering XVIII. 

rickshaw ri·kf5 also 'rickshaw (Kipling), 
rik(i)sha, ricksha. XIX. Abbreviation of 
JINRICKSHA. 

ricochet ri·kojei, -jet (method of firing 
characterized by) the skipping of a shot 
along a surface. XVIII. -F. ricochet, orig. in 
phr. fable (later chanson song) du ricochet 
endless exchange of question and answer, 
unending argument; the basis of these is 
unknown. Hence vb. XIX. 

rictus ri·kt;o~s (techn.) throat, orifice, gape. 
XVIII. L. 'open mouth', f. ppl. stem of ringi 
gape. 

rid rid clear (a space) ; set free from, of XIII ; 
disencumber of XVI. ME. (western) ruden 
(rudde, irud), north. and eastern ridde- ON. 
ryoja (pt. ruddi, pp. ruddr). Hence ri·ddANCE 
xvr (Coverdale). 

riddle1 ri·dl puzzling or dark utterance, 
enigma. OE. r:'i!dels, r:'i!delse opinion, 
riddle, corr. to OFris. riedsel, OS. riidisli, 
riidislo (Du. raadsel), OHG. rddisle (G. 
riitsel); f. *r:'i!dan READ2 , REDE; see -LE1• 

Hence ri·ddle vb.l speak in riddles; solve 
a riddle. XVI ; whence ri · ddlemeree -miri ·, 
XVIII; fanciful var. of riddle my rede or 
riddle. CJl For the fall of s as a supposed pl. 
ending cf. burial, cherry, pea. 
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RIDDLE 

riddle2 ri·dl coarse-meshed sieve. Late 
OE. hriddel, rei. to synon. hrider and 
hridrian sift, of \VGerm. extent and based 
on IE. *kri- with widespread cogns., as in 
Gr. krinein (see CRISIS), L. cribrum sieve, 
cernere, discrimen (see DISCERN, DISCRI
MINATE), in Germ. *xrain- clean, pure (e.g. 
G. rein), etc. Hence ri·ddle vb. 2 tsift XIII; 
pierce with holes xrx. 

ride raid pt. rode roud, pp. ridden ri·dn 
sit upon and be carried by a horse, etc. ; 
lie at anchor OE.; trans. (of ON. origin) 
XIII. OE. ridan, pt. nid, ridon, pp. *riden = 
OFris. rida, OS. -ridan (Du. rijden), OHG. 
ritan (G. reiten), ON. rioa, rei. to Oir. ria
daim I travel, riad journey, Gaulish reda 
chariot (cf. PALFREY). Hence sb. xvm. 
ridER1 rai·d;u tknight XI; one who rides a 
horse, etc. xm; (pl.) additional timbers to 
strengthen the frame of a ship; additional or 
supplementary clause XVII ; corollary XIX. 
Late OE. ridere. ri·ding-coAT. xvr; adopted 
in F. as redingote. 

ridge rid3 tback, spine; top, crest; coping 
of a roof; long stretch of high ground ; raised 
strip of arable land OE. ; narrow raised part 
across a surface XVI. OE. hrycg = OFris. 
hregg, OS. hruggi- (MDu. rue, Du. rug), 
OHG. hrucci (G. riicken), ON. hryggr 
(whence ME. and north. dial. rig XIII) :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xrugjaz, having 
prob. Celtic, Lith., and Skr. cogns. In 
some trans£. senses sparsely recorded in gen. 
use between OE. and XVI. The ordinary 
word in OE. for 'back' as a part of the body, 
whereas brec BACK, which has superseded it 
in this use, is found mainly in phraseological 
usage (e.g. on brec ABACK). 

ridicule1 ri·dikjul tridiculous thing, nature, 
character; making fun of. xvp. -F. ridicule 
- n. sg. of L. ridiculus, f. ridere laugh. So 
ridicuLOus -i·kjulas. XVI. f. L. ridiculus or 
- L. ridiculos us ; cf. F. ridiculeux. 

ridicule 2 ri·dikjiil - F. illiterate perversion 
of RETICULE. XIX. 

riding rai·dil) any of the three districts of 
Yorkshire (East, West, and North). xr. 
In Est Treding, Estreding, Nort Treding 
(Domesday Book), Nort riding, etc. (XII), 
alt., by change of tp to t(t), of late OE. 
*priding, * priffing (treding, trethine, trithing 
XI-XIII)- ON. priffjungr third part, f. pri(fi 
THIRD; see -ING 3• The pronunc. with ai is 
a sp.-pronunc. depending on the anti
quarian revival of the term in xvr (but Fitz
herbert in 1514 has rydding). 

riem rim also reim, rheim long strip or 
thong of leather. XIX. -Afrikaans, Du. riem 
= OE. reoma (dial. rim), OS. riomo, OHG. 
riumo (G. riemen), rei. to Gr. eruein draw. 

rife raif prevalent, widespread; abundant 
XII; generally current XIV. Once in late OE. 
ryfe, for *rife; subsequently rif, rijj, riue, 
in northern, eastern, and w. midi. texts; 

RIGHT 

prob.- ON. rifrgood, acceptable~~ WFris. 
rjii, MLG. rive, MDu. rive, rijj abundant; 
cf. ON. reija enrich, reifr glad, cheerful. 

riff-raff ri·frref persons of the most dis
reputable class xv; worthless stuff xvr. 
f. phr. trij and raj (XIV) one and all, every 
bit- OF. rif et raj (also ne rij ne raj nothing 
at all; 'Il ne luy lairra rif ny raj, he will strip 
. .. him of all', Cotgr.), cf. MDu. rijj ende 
raj. 

rifle1 rai•fl despoil; carry off as booty. xrv. 
-OF. rifler, r~ffier graze, scratch, plunder, 
of unkn. origin. ; cf. AL. rif(j)liitum spolia
tion, rijfierus robber. 

rifle 2 rai·fl spiral groove inside a gun
barrel ; (per h. for rifle or rifled gun) fire-arm 
having a rifled bore. XVIII. f. rifle vb. 
(xvn) form spiral grooves in - F. rifler 
scratch, scrape, plane, of unkn. origin. 

rift rift trending, splitting XIII (Cursor 
M.); cleft, fissure XIV (Maund.), orig. north.; 
of Scand. origin (cf. Norw., Da. rift cleft, 
chink, Ice!. ript breach of contract); rei. to 
RIVE. 

rig1 rig fit out, esp. with clothes; make 
ready for sea, supply with tackle xv; pro
vide, fit up xvr; fix, adjust xvn. perh. of 
Scand. origin (cf. Norw. rigga bind or wrap 
up, Sw. dial. rigga pd harness). Hence rig 
sb. arrangement of masts, sails, etc. ; outfit 
(rig-out). xrx; ri·ggrNG1 • xv; concr. xvr. 

rig 2 rig (dial.) banter, ridicule; trick, prank 
(phr. run a rig) XVIII. f. rig vb. (xvr) wanton, 
romp, of unkn. origin. 

rigadoon rigadii·n (hist.) lively dance for 
two persons. XVII. -F. rigodon, rigaudotz, 
said by Rousseau ('Dictionnaire de 
Musique') to have been named after its 
inventor, one Rigaud, stated to have been 
the name of a celebrated dancing-master at 
Marseilles. 

right rait tstandard or rule of action; that 
which is equitably or morally just; just 
treatment; justifiable claim. OE. riht = 
OFris. riucht, OS., OHG. reht (Du., G. 
recht), ON. rettr; the sb. corr. to right adj. 
tstraight; tupright, righteous; just, cor
rect, proper, due; real, true; epithet of the 
hand that is normally the stronger OE. ; 
(of an angle) of 90° XIV (Ch.); mentally 
normal XII ; correct in opinion, etc. 
xvr. OE. riht = OFris., etc., as in the sb., 
Goth. ralhts :- CGerm. *rextaz, pp. forma
tion with IE. •-to-; equiv. formations are 
L. rectus (for rectus), Oir. recht law, W. 
rhaith, Breton reiz, Gr. orekt6s upright; f. 
IE. base *reg- denoting movement in a 
straight line, extension; cf. DIRECT, ERECT, 
RECTOR, REGENT, REGIMEN, REGION, RULE. So 
right vb. tguide, direct; tset up; set in 
order, set right, etc. OE. rihtan; CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) weak vb. right adv. OE. rihte. 



-RIGHT 

ri·ghtEN6 set right XIV (rare before XVI). 
ri·ghtLY 2 • OE. rihtlice. righ·tFUL1 • OE. riht
jul, f. the sb. 

-right repr. the adj. and the adv. right, as in 
OE. jorpriht(e) FORTHRIGHT, upriht(e) UP
RIGHT, after which were formed ME. DOWN
RIGHT, OUTRIGHT. 

righteous rai·tf;:Js upright, virtuous. OE. 
rihtwis, f. riht sb. or adj. +wis manner, state, 
condition (cf. -WISE and nicdwis necessary, 
Pearlwis severe, and OHG. rehtwisig); ON. 
rettviss is prob. - OE. Forms in -wise were 
current XIII-XVI, unstr. forms in -wes, -was 
XV-XVI; the next stage was -uous XV-XVI, 
which gave way to -eous (xvi Tindale) by 
assim. to beauteous, bounteous, plenteous. So 
ri·ghteousLY 2• OE. rihtwislice. ri·ghteous
NESs. OE. rihtwisnisse. 

rigid ri·d3id not pliant or yielding; strict 
XVI; precise in method xvrr. -F. rigide or 
L. rigidus, f. rigere be stiff; see -m1• So 
rigoUR2

, U.S. rigor ri·g;:1;~ severity, strict
ness XIV (Ch.), severity, as of climate; 
severe exactitude; chill with shivering (now 
usu. rigor, the L. form) xvr. sudden chill 
XVI (in mod. medical use rigor rai·g5.I). 
- (O)F. rigour, mod. rigueur, corr. to Sp. 
rigor, It. rigore- L. rigorem, rigor, f. rigere. 
ri·gorous. XIV (Wyclif.; rigorously Bar
bour). -OF. rigorous (cf. medL. rigorosus) 
- late L. rigori5sus. 

rigmarole ri·gm;:1roul rambling or mean
ingless talk. XVIII. Of dial. origin; alt. of 
tragman roll list, catalogue (XVI ; obs. in 
literary use c.r6oo), earlier troll of ragman. 
Ragman('s) roll was used in most of the 
senses of rag man (earlier rageman, three 
syll. as still in Gower 'Confessio Amantis' 
VIII 2379), which was applied orig. (XIII) to 
(i) a statute of Edward I and articles of 
inquisition made under this statute, (ii) a 
game of chance played with a written roll 
having strings attached to the items of it, 
which the players drew; Rageman perh. orig. 
"'ragiman 'ragged man'. It is sometimes 
treated as a proper name. 

rigveda ri·gveida principal sacred books 
of the Hindus. XVIll. Skr. rigveda, f. ric 
praise+vEDA knowledge. 

rile rail (colloq.) make turbid ; disturb in 
temper, vex. XIX. orig. var. (cf. jint for 
joint, etc.) of (dial.) roil (XVI), perh.- OF. 
ruiler mix mortar :-late L. regultire REGULATE. 

rill ril small stream. xv (but cf. AL. rilla 
XIV). probl. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. ril(le), 
Du., EFris. ril (whence G. rille); but the 
ult. source is unknown. 

rim rim (raised) edge, margin, verge OE. ; 
outer ring of a wheel XIV. OE. rima, esp. in 
dregrima (ME. dairime) break of day, sres rima, 
s:i!rima (ME. sa:rime) sea-shore; to prima 
gums, wudurima edge of a wood= ON. 
rimi ridge of land, of which no other cogns. 
are known. 

RINK 

rime1 raim hoar frost. OE. hrim = (M)Du. 
rijm, ON. hrim; rarely evidenced in ME. 
exc. in trime-FROST (xirr-xvrr), corr. to 
Icel., OSw., hrimjrost; from XVI onwards 
chiefly north., until adopted in gen. literary 
use in late XVIII. 

rime• raim tmetre xn (Ormulum); con
sonance of terminal elements in words; 
(rhyming) verse XIII ; word that rhymes XVI. 
- (O)F. rime (:- *ritme) - medL. rithmus, 
rythmus (used spec. of accentual verse 
which was usu. rhymed), for L. rhythmus 
RHYTHM. So rime vb. XIII. - {O)F. rimer. 
The sp. rime (var. ryme) prevailed till c.I56o, 
when the tendency to respell on classical 
models led to the use of rithrne, rythme, 
rhythme (till c.r7oo); these were succeeded 
after I6oo by rhirne, RHYME, and rime; 
which was never discontinued, gained con
siderable vogue in XVIII and XIX. t] F. rime 
was the source of Pr., Sp., It. rima, and of 
forms current throughout the Germ. langs. ; 
so with the vb. rimer. 

rind1 raind bark of a tree; crust OE. ; peel 
orsk in XIV. OE. rind, rinde, corr., with 
variation, to OS. rinda, lVIDu. rinde, rende, 
runde (Du. run), OHG. rinta (G. rinde); of 
unkn. origin. 

rind 2 raind iron support of an upper mill
stone. XIV. prob. - (M)LG. rin, (M)Du. 
rijn, trine, Flem. rijne; the d is parasitic. 

rinderpest ri·nd;upest cattle plague. XIX. 
G., f. rinder cattle, pl. of rind. 

ring1 ril), circle or circlet of metal, etc.; 
circular group OE. ; various transf. and 
fig. uses esp. from XIV. OE. hring = OFris. 
(h)ring, OS., OHG. hring (Du., G. ring), 
ON. hringr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xrey
gaz (whence Finnish rengas). Hence ring 
vb. put a ring or circle around; from xv, with 
corr. formations in the cogn. langs.; OE. 
be-, ymbllzringan (surround) would have 
survived as *ringe. Comps. ri·ngnovEwood
pigeon; prob. after LG. or Du. XVI. ri·ng
FI'NGER third finger. OE. hringfinger; so in 
other Germ. langs. ri·nglea·der. XVI; f. 
phr. lead the r. ri·ngLET. XVI. ri·ngwoRM 
skin disease marked by circular patches. xv. 
pro b. of foreign origin; cf. Du. ringworm, 
Norw., Da. ringorrn. 

ring• ril), pt. rang (rung) nel), pp. rung 
rAIJ give out a resonant sound OE. ; cause 
(a bell) to do this XII. OE. hringan, corr. to 
ON. hringja (whence Du., G. ringen); orig. 
weak (OE. pt. hringde, early ME. ringde), 
but strong forms appear in early xm (La3.), 
after sing. In earliest OE. a poetical word 
used of the resounding or clanging of 
armour; the later application to the ringing 
of bells was partly due to ON., in which the 
vb. was so restricted. 

rink ril)k tarea allotted to a contest XIV 
(Barbour); stretch of ice for the game of 
curling XVIII, for skating XIX. Only in Sc. 
use till XIX; poss. later form of *renk- OF. 
-rene (mod. rang) RANK. 
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RINSE 

rinse rins, (locally) rinz wash out with 
water, etc. XIV. - (O)F. rincer, earlier 
raincier, reincier, of unkn. origin. 

riot rai·at tdebauched living, dissipation 
XIII (Ancr R.); tnoisy feast, wanton revel; 
violence, violent disturbance of the peace 
XIV (Barbour, Gower); (hunting) hound's 
following the scent of a quarry other than 
that intended xv (phr. hunt or run riot; 
hence fig. use of the latter XVI). -OF. riote, 
riot (mod. riotte) debate, quarrel = Pr. 
riota (whence Oit. riotta), f. OF. rihoter, 
ruihoter = Pr. riotar quarrel. So ri·ot vb. 
XIV (Ch.). -OF. riot(t)er. ri·otous (arch.) 
dissolute, extravagant XIV (Ch.); turbulent 
xv. -OF. riotous, -eus. 

rip1 rip tear or pull away vigorously. xv. 
Of unkn. origin. 

rip 2 rip (sl., dial.) worthless thing, old 
knacker; dissolute person. xvni. poss. alt. 
of rep, short for reprobate. 

riparian raipea·rian pert. to the banks of 
a river. XIX. f. L. riparius, £. ripa bank; see 
RIVER, -ARIAN, 

ripe raip ready for reaping or gathering 
OE.; in various trans£. and fig. uses 
'matured, mature' from c.rzoo. OE. ripe = 
OS. ripi (Du. rijp), OHG. rift (G. reif); 
CWGerm. So ripe vb. (arch.) become ripe 
OE.; make ripe XIV. OE. ripian = OS. 
ripon (Du. rijpen), OHG. rifen (G. reifen); 
superseded gen. by rl·pEN5 rai·pn. XVI. 

riposte ripou·st return thrust in fencing 
XVIII (risposte); effective reply XIX. - F. 
riposte, earlier trisposte- Italian risposta, 
sb. use of fern. pp. of rispondere RESPOND. 

ripple ri·pl (of water) present a surface of 
small waves. XVII. Hence ri·pple sb. U.S. 
piece of shallow water in a river where rocks 
cause obstruction; light ruffiing of the sur
face of water XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

Ripuarian ripjma·ri;m Frank living on the 
Rhine in the district between the Moselle 
and the Meuse. XVIII (Gibbon). f. medL. 
Ripuarius; see -IAN. Earlier (rare) Ri·pu
ARY. XVII. 

rise raiz, pt. rose rouz, pp. risen ri·zn 
get up, go up, ascend; rebel; increase XII; 
come into existence XIII ; (dial., techn.) raise 
xv. OE. risan, pt. *ras, pl. *rison, pp. *risen 
(as in iiras, etc.) = OFris. risa, OS., OHG. 
risan (Du. rijzen, G. reisen of the sun), ON. 
risa, Goth. ur[reisan :- CGerm. str. vb., of 
which no cogns. are known. The simplex 
risan is very rare in OE. (as in OS.), the 
common form being iirisan ARISE ; in early 
ME. the use of rise in several senses appears 
first in the Ormulum, is predominantly 
north. and may be chiefly due to ON. risa. 
The proper causative forms are REAR1 and 
RAISE. Hence rise sb. xv (rare before 
late xvr). 

RIVULET 

risible ri·zibl inclined to laughter XVI; 
pert. to laughter; laughable xvm. - late 
L. risibilis. f. ris-, pp. stem of ridere laugh; 
see -IBLE and cf. (O)F. risible, etc. So 
risibi-liTY. XVII. -late L. (Boethius). 

risk risk chance or peril of destruction or 
loss. XVII. - F. risque- It. risco, rischio, f. 
rischiare, risicare run into danger; of unkn. 
(much debated) origin. Hence ri·sky1 , 

XIX (J. F. Cooper); later, partly after F. pp. 
risque. 

rissole ri·soul fried ball or cake of meat or 
fish with bread-crumbs. xvm. -F. rissole, 
later form of OF. ruissole, dial. var. of 
roissole, roussole :- Rom. *russeola (sc. pasta 
paste), sb. use of fern. of late L. russeolus 
reddish, f. russus red (see RUSSET). (j[ An 
early anticipation of this word is russoles (pl.) 
in 'Ayenbite of Inwyt', 1340; and an AN. 
var. russ(h)eaulx (pl.) is repr. by late ME. 
rissheus, -ewes (xv). 

rite rait formal (esp. religious) procedure or 
act XIV; general use or practice, esp. in 
religion xv. - (O)F. rit, later rite ( = Sp., 
It. rito) or L. ritus (religious) usage. So 
ritUAL 1 ri-tju;~l pert. to rites XVI; sb. (book 
containing) prescribed order of the per
formance of rites XVII. - L. rituiilis; cf. F. 
rituel, t-al, etc. ; in sb. use after medL. 
rituiile sb. use of n. sg. ri·tuabsT one versed 
in ritual or who advocates its observance. 
XVII; cf. F. ritualiste; hence ri·tualrsM. xrx. 

rival rai·v;~l one who strives to surpass or 
disputes renown with another. XVI. - L. 
rivalis one who uses the same stream with 
another, f. rivus stream (cf. DERIVE); see -AL1• 

Hence vb. XVII, riVA'LITY. XVI. - L. (cf. 
F. rivalite, etc.); superseded by ri·valRY. 
XVI. 

rive raiv (arch., dial.) tear, rend. xm 
(La3., Cursor M.). ME. rive, pt. raj, pp. 
riven (pt. and pp. rived XVI)- ON. rifa, pt. 
reij, rifu, pp. rijinn = OFris. riva; of unkn. 
origin. 

river ri·v;u copious natural stream of 
water flowing in a natural bed. XIII (R. 
Glouc.). -AN. river( e), (O)F. riviere triver 
bank, river = Pr. ribiera bank, river, Sp. 
ribera, It. riviera bank (spec. of the Genoese 
coast as far as Nice, adopted in Eng. use as 
Riviera rivie;~·ra) :-Rom. *riparia, fern. 
used sb. (sc. terra land) of riparius RIPARIAN. 
Hence ri·veriNE1 situated on or pert. to a 
river; contemp. with ri·verain -ein - F. 
rive-rait1 f. riviere. xrx. 

rivet ri·vit small nail or bolt. XIV. -OF. 
rivet, f. river fix, clinch, of unkn. origin; for 
the suffix cf. foret drill, f. forer bore. Hence 
vb. XIV. 

riviere ri·viE~l necklace of gems. XIX. F., 
RIVER. 

rivulet ri·vjulet small stream. XVI (Harri
son) alt. of earlier synon. triveret- F. dim. 
of riviere RIVER, perh. after It. rivoletto, dim. 
of rivolo, dim. of rivo :- L. rivus stream; 
sec -LET. 



RIX-DOLLAR 

rix-dollar ri·ksdo:J:l;~J (hist.) silver coin and 
money of account current XVI-XIX in various 
Eur. countries, XVI. - Du. trijksdaler, f. 
g. of rijk (see RICH)+daler DOLLAR. 

roach routf small freshwater fish, Leuciscus 
rutilus. XIV. -OF. roche, with vars. roce, 
roque, of unkn. origin. 

road roud A. triding; tRAm (cf. INROAD) 
OE. ; B. sheltered water where ships may 
ride XIV ; C. line of communication between 
places (also roadway) XVI (Sh.); (gen.) way, 
course XVI (Sh.). OE. rtid = O.Fris. red, 
MDu. red, 0~. reiff, rei. to ridan RIDE. 
Continental words for sense B have diver
gent forms, e.g. MDu. rede, MLG., G. reede. 
Sense C may be of iocal origin a..'1d gene
ralized from such camps. as OE. hweolrtid 
wheel-track, streamriid course of stream. 

roam roum wander, rove. XIII. perh. :
ME. ramen (as in the obscure rarneden of 
La3. 7854) with which Gower's rhyming of 
rome with horne (OE. hiim) would agree, but 
the origin remains unknown. 

roan1 roun (of horses, etc.) having a coat in 
which the prevailing colour is intermingled 
with another. XVI. - OF. roan (mod. rouan) 
= Pr. rouent, It., Sp. roano, of unkn. origin. 

roan• roun soft flexible leather used in 
bookbinding. XIX. Of unkn. ongm; 
identity with troan skin (royne xv, rone XVI) 
is not established because of the date. 

roar r5;~J utter full deep or hoarse pro
longed cry OE. ; make a loud noise or din 
XIV (R. Mannyng). OE. rarian, carr. to 
MLG. rtiren, reren, MDu. reeren, OHG. 
reren (G. rohren); WGerm., of imit. origin. 
Hence sb. XIV (Gower); there is one in
stance of OE. gertir. (jf For roar (ME. roore) 
confusion, tumult cf. UPROAR. 

roast roust cook by exposure to an open 
fire. XIII (RGlouc.). -OF. rostir (mod. 
riJtir), corr. to Pr. raustir, Cat. rostir, It. 
arrostire - WGerm. *raustjan, whence Du. 
roosten, OHG. rosten (G. rosten), f. rost, 
rosta gridiron, grill, rostpfanna frying-pan; 
pp. roast (ME. roste) survives in roast beef 
XVII (whence F. rosbif, earlier trot de bif, 
Russ. r6stbif, etc.), roast meat XVI. 

rob mb deprive (one) of by force; plunder, 
pillage. XIII (AncrR.). -OF. rob(b)er = 
Pr. raubar, Sp. robar, Pg. roubar, It. rubare, 
of Germ. origin; f. base *rauli-, repr. also by 
REAVE; cf. ROBE. So ro·bbER 2, ro·bbeRY. 
xn. -A~. rob(b)ere, -erie. 

roband rou·b;~nd (naut.) rope for attaching 
head of sail to its yard. XIII (Sandahl). ME. 
roband, -end, (also ropbend XIII, robyn xv), 
- LDu. raband (whence Sc. raband XVI), f. 
ra (pron. rd) sailyard + band BAND1• 

robe raub long outer garment. XIII (S. Eng. 
Leg.). - (O)F. robe = Pr. rauba, Cat., It. 
roba, (erratically Sp. ropa, Pg. roupa) :
Rom. *rauba, of Germ. origin, as ROB, 
the orig. sense being 'booty', (hence) 
clothes, regarded as spoil. Hence vb. XIV. 

ROCKET 

robin m·bin small red-breasted bird, Eri
thacus rubecula XVI; short for r. redbreast 
xv, both being Sc. in their earliest use. 
-OF. Robin, familiar var. of the masculine 
name Robert (used XV for 'robin'); also 
robinet (xv to mod. dial.). In round r. (XVIII) 
the adj. describes the circular unpunctuated 
list of names on the document; the re
ference of the sb. is unkn. 

robot rou·bo:Jt, m·bvt mechanism doing the 
work of a man, automaton. xx. -G. robot, 
Czech robota compulsory service, rei. to 
G. aTbeit work, OE. earfop difficulty, 
hardship. 

Rob Roy rvb roi· name (meaning 'Red 
Robert') of a famous Highland freebooter 
(I67r-1734) given by JohnMacgregor(rSzs-
92) to a canoe in which he made extensive 
voyages; (hence) kind of canoe for one person 
propelled with a double-bladed paddle XIX. 

robust roubA"st strong and hardy. XVI. 
- (O)F. robuste or L. robustus oaken, firm 
and hard, solid, f. robus, older form of robur 
oak, strength:- *reudhos, f. IE. *reudh- RED. 
Hence robu·st!OL"S; freq. in XVII, becoming 
rare in XVIII, when Johnson described it as 
'now only used in low language, and in a 
sense of contempt' ; revived XIX. 

roc rvk bird of Eastern legend, of enormous 
size and strength. XVI. In early use in roche, 
roque, Tuc, ruch- Sp. trocho, Pg. roco, It. 
troche, Sp., Pg., It. rue- Arab. rokh, 
rukh(kh). 

rochet m·tJit linen vestment of the surplice 
kind worn by bishops, etc.; (dial.) smock 
frock. xrv. - (O)F. rochet, var. of roquet 
(whence ME. 1·oket XIII), carr. to It. 
rocc(h)etto, medL. rocheturn, etc., dim. f. 
Germ. base found in OE. race, OS., (M)Du. 
rok, OHG. roch (G. 1·ock) coat, 0~. rokkr 
(cf. Oir. rucht tunic); see -ET. 

rock1 mk move from side to side on a pivot. 
Late OE. roccian, prob. f. Germ. *rukk
move, remove (of which no outside cogns. 
are known), repr. also by MLG., MDu. 
rukken, rocken (Du. rukken tug, jerk, 
snatch), OHG. rucchan (G. riicken move, 
push), ON. rykkja pull, tug. 

rock• rvk solid part of the earth's crust, 
mass of this. XIV. - OF. ro(c)que, var. of 
(O)F. roche (adopted in Eng. XIII and sur
viving dial.) = Pr., Sp. roca, It. rocca, 
roccia, medL. rocca, rocha; of unkn. origin. 
(jf Late OE. stiinrocc 'stone-rock' contains 
an early adoption of the medL. (Rom.) 
word. Hence ro·ckv1• xv. 

rock 3 mk (arch., dial.) distaff. XIV. 
MLG. rocken, MDu. roche (Du. rok, rokken) 
or ON. rokk1· = OHG. rocco (G. rocken) 
:- Germ. *rukkon, of unkn. origin, whence 
Rom. *rukka, *rokka (in Sp. rueca, Pg. roca, 
It. rocca). 

rocket1 rv·kit cruciferous annual, Eruca 
sativa. XVI. - F. raquette (xvr) - It. 
rochetta, var. of ruchetta (whence also Sp. 
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ruqueta), dim. of ruca :- L. eriica caterpillar, 
plant with downy stems. 

rocket• ro·kit cylindrical paper or metal 
case designed to be projected on ignition of 
explosive contents. XVII. - (O)F. raquette
It. rocchetto, dim. of rocca ROCK 3 ; so called 
from the cylindrical form. Hence vb. XIX. 

rococo rokou·kou told-fashioned; charac
terized by conventional shell-and-scroll
work, as of the time of Louis XIV and XV 
of France. XIX. - F. rococo, fanciful alt. of 
rocaille pebble- or shell-work, f. roc ROCK2 • 

rod rod straight slender wand xu ; stick for 
measuring with ; measure of length and of 
area xv. Late OE. rodd, synon. with Con
tinental forms cited s.v. ROOD, but formally 
distinct; pro b. rei. to ON. rudda club 
(Norw. dial. rudda, rydda large twig or 
stick, rodda stake). 

rodent rou·dant gnawing, belonging to the 
Rodentia. XIX. - L. rodent-, -ens, prp. of 
r6dere gnaw (cf. CORRODE, ERODE), rei. to 
Skr. rddati scratch, dig; see -ENT. 

rodeo roudei·ou, rou·diou round-up of 
cattle XIX; exhibition of lassooing, etc. xx. 
- Sp. rodeo, f. rodear go round, based on 
L. rottire ROTATE. 

rodomontade rodom<>ntei·d vainglorious 
or extravagant boast. XVII. - F. rodomon
tade- It. trodomontada, -ata, f. F. rodomont, 
It. -monte bragger, boaster, appellative use 
of Rodomonte name (lit. 'roll-mountain') of 
a boastful Saracen leader in Boiardo's 
'Orlando Innamorato' and Ariosto's 'Or
lando Furioso'. Earlier trodomontada, -ado 
(xvi), with hispaniolized ending; see -ADO. 
(Also mis-spelt rhoda-.) 

roe1 rou small species of deer. OE. rti, 
earlier riia, rtiha (also riihdeor roe-deer) = 
OS., OHG. reho (Du. ree, G. reh), ON. rd 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *raix- perh. rei. 
to Lith. and Oir. words meaning 'varie
gated, spotted'. (jf OE. had also rrege hind, 
corr. to OHG. reia. 

roe2 rou milt or spawn of a fish. xv. Late 
ME. row(e), rough, roof:- *ro_;e- MLG., 
MDu. roge = OHG. rogo (MHG. roge); 
contemp. forms are dial. rown (xv, Promp. 
Parv.), later roan (xvn)- MLG. rogen or 
ON. hrogn (Da. rogn) = OHG. ragan (G. 
rogen), and dial. rawn (xv, Catholicon 
Anglicum), also of Scand. origin (cf. Da. 
ravn), as is likewise F. rogue. The relation 
of the various forms and their ult. origin are 
obscure. 

rogation rougei·J;m A. (pl.) litanies used 
on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
before Ascension Day (R. Days) XIV; B. 
(Roman hist.) submission by consuls, etc. of 
a proposed law to the people xv. - L. 
rogtitio(n-), in medL. pl. (in sense A) 
Rogtiti6nes, whence Rom. forms, f. rogtire 
ask, orig. stretch towards, rel. to regere 
direct; see RIGHT, -hTION, Cjf From the 

ROLLOCK 

same base are abrogate, arrogance, derogate, 
prorogue, surrogate. 

rogue roug one of a, class of vagrants XVI 
(Awdelay, Harman); unprincipled man; 
mischievous person XVI ; (rendering Cinga
lese hora, sora :- Skr. chora thief) savage 
elephant living apart from the herd XIX. 
orig. one of the numerous canting words 
that are recorded from mid-xvi ; perh. 
based on troger begging vagabond pre
tending to be a poor scholar from Oxford 
or Cambridge (XVI, Copland), prob. f. 
L. rogtire ask, beg (see prec.)+-ER1 • Hence 
ro·guERY. XVI (Sh.). ro·guiSH1 • XVI. 

roil see RILE. 

roister roi·st;u swaggerer, reveller. XVI, 
- (O)F. rustre ruffian, alt. of ruste :- L. 
rusticus RUSTIC; for the repr. of F. ii by 
Eng. oi cf. tmoil MULE, tois USE, RECOIL. 

Roland rou·land legendary nephew of 
Charlemagne celebrated in the 'Chanson de 
Roland' and other romances, often with his 
comrade Oliver; hence phr. (give) a R. for 
an Oliver, give as good as one gets, or tit 
for tat. XVII. 

role, role roul part or character as in a 
play. XVII (rowle, roll). - F. troule, trolle, 
r8le ROLL\ orig. the 'roll' containing an 
actor's part. 

roll1 roul piece of parchment, etc. made 
into cylindrical form XIII (AncrR.); such 
a piece inscribed with formal records, 
register XIV (PPI., Ch.); quantity of 
material, mechanical object in cylindrical 
form, etc. XVI. -OF. rolle, roulle (mod. rOle; 
see prec.) = Pr. role, rolle, rocle, roll, roller, 
Sp. rolde group of persons, It. 1·occhio cylin
drical piece of wood or stone :- L. rotulu-s 
(whence also Sp., Pg. rotulo list, bill, It. 
rotolo, ruotolo roll of parchment, cloth, etc.), 
var. of rotula, dim. of rota wheel (ROTA). 
Hence ro·ll-CALL XIX, earlier ro·ll-ca:lling 
Jist XVIII. 

roll 2 roul turn or cause to turn over and 
over as on an axis or in a socket XIV; coil or 
cause to coil into a mass; make a reverberat
ing noise xvi. - OF. rol(l)er, (also mod.) 
rouler, the source of (M)HG. rollen ~' Pr. 
rolar (whence Sp. rollar, Pg. rolar, It. 
rullare) :-Rom. *rotultire (in AL. xu), 
f. L. rotulus ROLL1 . Hence roll sb.• act of 
rolling. XVII. rollER1 rou·laJ cylindrical 
object, as of wood, metal, etc. xv. 

roller• rou·la.I crow-like bird with brilliant 
plumage, Coracius garrulus. XVII.- G. 
roller, f. rollen ROLL 2 ; known XVII as Rollar 
Argentoratensis and Strasburg Roller; so 
called from its cry (?). 

rollick ro·lik romp; esp. in prp. rollicking 
boisterously sportive. XIX (Scott). prob. of 
dial. origin; perh. blending of the vbs. 
romp and frolic. 

rollock var. of ROWLOCK. 

[771] 



ROLY-POLY 

roly-poly rou·li pou•li tworthless fellow 
XVII (rowle powle, rowly powly); name of 
various games involving the rolling of a ball 
XVIII ; pudding in which a sheet of paste 
covered with jam, etc. is rolled on itself XIX. 
Fanciful formation on ROLL; the origin of 
the first sense is obscure ; the second el. 
may contain POLLl (head). 

rom mm male gipsy. xrx (Borrow). 
Romany rom man, husband, in various 
gipsy langs. of the Middle East found 
as dom, dam, dum, lorn - Skr. t;loma, 
domba minstrel-dancer of low caste. So 
Romany m·m~ni gipsy, gipsy language. 
XIX (Vaux, r8Iz). -Gipsy Romani, pl. and 
fern. of Romano adj., f. Rom. 

Romaic roumei·ik pert. to the vernacular 
language of modem Greece. xrx. -Gr. 
Romaik6s, f. Rome, used spec. of the Eastern 
Empire. 

Roman rou·m~n pert. to (native or in
habitant of) ancient Rome XIII (RGlouc., 
Cursor M.); pert. to (adherent of) the 
Roman Catholic Church; (typogr.) based 
on the characteristic form of the ancient 
Roman inscriptions xvr. ME. Romein, -ain 
- (O)F. Romain- L. Romanus, f. Roma 
Rome, capital of Italy; later assim. in sp. to 
L. ; preceded by OE. Romane, -an sb. pl. ; 
see -AN. R, Catholic (I 6os), based on the 
official title of the Roman Church, Eccle
sia Romana Catholica et Apostolica, 'Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic Church'. 

romance roumae·ns tale in verse embodying 
adventure, esp. of medireval legend Xlll 
(Havelok) ; fictitious narrative in prose; 
(after Sp. and F. romance) Spanish historical 
ballad XVII. ME. roma(u)nz, -a(u)ns- OF. 
romanz, -ans, fern. romance= Pr. romans 
(whence Sp., Pg. romance, It. romanzo) the 
vernacular tongue (as dist. from literary 
Latin), work composed in this :- popL. 
'*'romanice 'in the Romanic tongue', adv. of 
L. Romiinicus, f. Romanus RoMAN+ -icus -rc. 
So roma·nce vb. (xrv), XVII. -OF. roman
cier. roma·ncER2 (xrv), xvn. -OF. ro
manceor, -cier. 

Romance roumre·ns vernacular language of 
France, later applied to the related tongues. 
xrv (R. Mannyng). -OF. romanz, fern. 
adj. -ance expressed in the vernacular (see 
prec.), whence medL. romancium, -ia. 

Romanesque roum~ne·sk t(ofa language) 
Romance XVIII; (archit.) pert. to building 
of Romanized style XIX. -F. romanesque, 
f. roman ROMANCE; see -ESQUE. 

Romanic roumre·nik Romance, Romance
speaking. XVIII. - L. Romanicus, f. Ro
manus RoMA.."'+-icus -rc. 

Ro·maniST Roman Catholic. XVI (Cover
dale). -G. Romanist (Luther) or modL. 
Romanista (Luther, ISzo). So Ro·manizE 
render Roman or Roman Catholic. XVII. 
Romano- roumei·nou comb. form (see 
-o-) of L. Romtinus RoMAN xvn. 

ROOK 

Romansh roumre·nf language of Latin 
origin spoken in the Grisons (East Switzer
land). XVII. - native name Rum-, Ro
man(t)sch :-Rom. * Romiinice RoMANCE. Cf. 
RHJETO-. See LADIN. 

romant roumre·nt, romaunt roum5·nt 
(arch.) romance. XVI. -OF. roma(u)nt, 
(later roman), deduced (as if an obl. case) 
from roma(u)nz ROMANCE. Hence or -
modL. romanticus romantrc roumae·n
tik of the nature of or suggestive of 
romances or their imaginative or extrava
gant qualities. xvu (1650, T. Bayly 'Herba 
Parietis'). f. romant, ROMAUNT (medL. 
romantium, -tia); whence F. romantique 
(1694), G. romantisch (1698); renewed from 
F. and G. in early xrx. 

Romany r;J'm~ni gipsy ; language of the 
gipsies. xrx. - Romany Romani pl. of 
Romano, f. rom (see ROM). 

romic rou·mik system of phonetic writing 
'based on the original Roman values of the 
letters' (r877, H. Sweet). f. RoMAN+-rc. 

Romish rou·miJ Roman Catholic (chiefly 
in hostile use). XVI. f. Rome (seat of the 
papal see)+-rsH\ prob. after Du. Roomsch, 
G. Romisch. So tRo•mrsT Romanist. XVI. 

romp mmp frolic boisterously. XVIII. 
perh. alt. of RAMP with modification of 
sense. So sb. XVIII. 

rondeau m·ndou, r5do poem with two 
rhymes throughout and the opening words 
used twice as a refrain. XVI (rare before late 
XVII, Dryden). - (O)F. rondeau, later form 
of ronde[ (f. rond ROUND), whence rondEL1 

ro·nd"l. XIV (Gower). 
rondo r;J·ndou (mus.) piece in which a 

return is continually made to the principal 
subject. XVIII. - It. rondo- F. rondeau 
(see prec.). 

Rontgen r5·ntj;m name of the German 
scientist Conrad W. Rontgen, applied to 
certain rays. XIX. 

rood riid A. cross, spec. that on which 
Jesus Christ suffered (Holy Rood); crucifix 
(as on a rood loft or screen); B. (now local) 
rod, pole, or perch OE. ; superficial measure, 
40 square poles. xv. In sense A, OE. rod = 
OFris. rod( e), OS. roda, Oicel. r6oa, -i (perh. 
from OE.); in the sense of ROD (only in OE. 
seglrod sailyard), the Continental forms are 
OS. roda, MDu. ro(o)de (also mod. roede), 
OHG. ruota (G. rute). 

roof riif (pl. roofs, rooves) upper covering of 
a building; palate of the mouth. OE. hrof 
= OFris. hrof, (M)LG. rof, MDu. roof 
(Du. roef cabin, coffin lid), ON. hr6f boat 
shed, of which no certain cogns. are known. 

rook1 ruk black harsh-voiced bird of the 
crow kind. OE. hroc = (M)LG. rok, MDu. 
roec (Du. roek), OHG. hruoch, ON. hr6kr :
Germ. '*'xrokaz (whence F. freux), prob. of 
imit. origin. In the sense 'cheat, swindler, 
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sharper', with corr. vb., a gaming sl. use of 
late XVI. Hence roo·kERY. XVIII. 

rook 2 ruk piece at chess also called castle. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). ME. rok, roke- OF. 
roc(k), rok, corr. to Sp., Pg. roque, It. rocco, 
and various Germ. forms of the same ult. 
origin, Arab.-Pers. rukh, of uncertain orig. 
meaning. 

room rum space OE. ; tplace XIV; chamber 
in a building xv. OE. riim = OFris., OS., 
OHG., ON., Goth. riim (Du. ruim, G. 
raum, Ice!., etc. rum), sb. use of CGerm. 
adj. *riimaz spacious (OE. riim, etc.), f. 
*ru-, which has been connected with L. 
rii-s, rii-ris country. For the vocalism cf. 
cooper, droop, etc. Hence (dial.) roomTH1 

rum]:> space. XVI. roo·mv1• XVII; cf. 
MLG. riimich, G. riiumig. 

roost rust perch for fowls. OE. hrost = 
MDu., Du. roest and perh. OS. hrost spars 
of a roof; of unkn. origin. Hence vb. XVI. 

root1 rut part of a plant below the earth's 
surface OE.; source, basis XIV; (math., 
philo!.) XVI. Late OE. rot - ON. rot :
Scand. *wrot-, obscurely rei. to L. radix (cf. 
RADISH), ramus branch, and OE. wyrt (see 
WORT1). Hence root vb. A. in pp. firmly 
fixed XIII; B. furnish with roots XIV. C. 
uproot, eradicate XIV. 

root• rut tum over (soil) with the snout. 
XIV. Later var. of wroot, OE. wrotan = 
(M)LG. wroten, (M)Du. wroeten, OHG. ruo· 
:;::;en, ON. rota (partly the immed. source), 
rei. to OE. wrot, LG. wrote snout, G. (with 
instr. suffix) riissel snout, and perh. ult. to 
L. rodere gnaw (cf. RODENT, ROSTRUM). 

rope roup length of strong line or cordage. 
OE. rap = OFris. rap, (M)LG. rep, 
(M)Du. reep, (O)HG. reij, ON. reip, Goth. 
raip (in skaudaraip shoe-thong) :- CGerm. 
*raipaz (adopted in Finn. as raippa rod, 
twig). q The second el. of STIRRUP. 

roquefort r.:l'kf5.I cheese made at Roque
fort, village in S.W. Franc~. XIX. 

roquelaure rn·k;)l5;).I (hist.) man's cloak 
reaching to the knee. XVIII. -F., f. name 
of Antoine-Gaston, due de Roquelaure 
(I6s6-I738), marshal of France. 

roquet rou·ki in croquet, hitting another 
player's ball with one's own. XIX. presu
mably arbitrary alt. of CROQUET. 

rorqual r5·.Ikw5l species of whale. XIX. 
-F. rorqual (Cuvier)- Norw. royrkval :
reyoarhvalr, f. reyhr (specific name)+hvalr 
WHALE. 

rosAcEous rouzei·J;)s resembling the roses. 
XVIII. - L. 

rosary rou·z;)ri base coin current in Eng
land in the r 3th century XIV (Trevisa); rose
garden xv;· set of devotions, spec. that of 
the B.V.M. ('Our Lady's psalter'), set of 
beads for its recitation xv. - L. rosarium 
rose-garden, AL. rosarius (coin), sc. nummus 

ROTA 

penny, sb. uses of n. and m. of adj. f. rosa 
ROSE j see -ARY. 

rose rouz plant and flower of the genus 
Rosa OE.; rose-shaped figure XIV. OE. 
rose, corr. to MDu. rose (Du. roos), OHG. 
rosa (G. rose), ON. rosa; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic)- L. rosa (whence F. rose, It., Sp. 
rosa), rei. obscurely to synon. Gr. rhodon (cf. 
RHODODENDRON) j reinforced in ME. from 
(O)F. rose. Hence rosY1 rou·zi XIV. (Ch.; 
rare before XVI); cf. MDu. rosich, MHG. 
rosie (Du., G. rosig). So rosETTE rouze·t 
decoration made in the form of a rose. XVIII. 
- (O)F. rosette. 

rosemary rou·zm;)ri evergreen shrub, 
Rosmarinus officinalis. xv. alt., by assoc. 
with ROSE and MARY, of trosmarine (xiv), 
either immed. - L. ros marfnus, late L. 
rosmarinum, or through (i) OF. rosmarin 
(mod. romarin), corr. to Pr. romari(n), It. 
rosmarino, or (ii) MDu. rosemarine (Du. 
ros(e)marijn), corr. to MHG. rosen marin 
(G. rosmarin), etc. The L. name, which 
appears also as marfnus ros, ros maris, and 
simply ros, means 'sea-dew'. 

Rosicrucian rouzikru·J;)n member of a 
society reputed to have been founded in 
1484 by Christian Rosenkranz, the modL. tr. 
of which, viz. rosa crucis or crux i.e. 'rose (of 
the) cross' (cf. rosy cross xvu, their alleged 
emblem), is the basis of the name xvn ; see 
-IAN. 

rosin see RESIN. 
roster rou·st;).I, rn·st;).I list or plan exhibit
ing an order of rotation. XVIII. - Du. rooster 
(i) grating, gridiron, (ii) table, list (from the 
appearance of a paper ruled with parallel 
lines), f. roosten ROAST; see -ER1• 

rostrum rn·str;)m (pl. rostra) platform for 
public speakers in ancient Rome, adorned 
with beaks of captured ships XVI ; beak of a 
galley XVII ; platform, stage, pulpit XVIII. 
- L. rostrum beak, snout, etc. (as above), f. 
rodere gnaw (see RODENT) + instr. suffix 
*-trom. 

rot r<>t undergo decay; trans. XIV (Ch., 
Wyclif) ;in imprecations (cf. RAT 2, DRAT) XVI 
(Sh.). OE. rotian = OFris. rotia, OS. rotan, 
MDu. roten (also mod. rotten, whence G. 
zJerirotten), OHG. ro::;::;en, rei. to MLG. 
roten, MHG. rre:;en; cf. ROTTEN. Hence sb. 
(but perh. - Scand.) XIII (Cursor M.). 

rota rou·tOl political club founded in I659 
by J. Harrington, which advocated rotation 
in the offices of government ; rotation, 
routine; (R.C.Ch.) supreme court for all 
causes xvn; roster XIX. - L. rota wheel, f. 
widespread IE. base (not repr. in OE.) 
meaning 'wheel', 'chariot' (cf. G. rad). So 
ro•tARY (of motion) circular; operating by 
rotation. XVIII - medL. rotarius. rotate 
routei·t move in a circular track, etc. XIX. 
f. rotat-, pp. stem of L. rotare turn round, 
whirl about, revolve. rotA·noN. XVI. 
- L.; so F. rotation. Cf. ROTUND, ROUND, 
ROLL\ CONTROL, 
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rote1 rout (hist.) stringed instrument of the 
violin class. XIII (Cursor :\1.). -OF. rote= 
Pr. rota; cf. MLG., l\IDu. rot(t)e, OHG. 
rot(t)a; the Rom. and Germ. words are 
identical with the Celtic word repr. in 
CROWD 2

• 

rote 2 rout tcustom, habit; regular pro
cedure, routine, esp. in by rote. XIV. Of 
unkn. origin. 

rotograph rou·t::>grilf photographic print 
of a page, etc. containing a reversed image 
(proprietary name XIX), f. rota-, used as 
comb. form of L. rota wheel+ -GRAPH. 

rotten m·tn decomposed, putrid XIII ; fig. 
corrupt XIV. -ON. rotinn, which has the 
form of a pp. of the base *raut- *reut
"'rut-, repr. by ROT; see -E]'.;6 • 

rotund routA·nd round, rounded XVIII; 
sonorous (cf. OROTU:--:D) XIX. - L. rotundus, 
f. rotare ROTATE (cf. secundus favourable, f. 
sequi follow). So rotu·nda, also trotzmdo, 
round-shaped building. XI"!! (Evelyn). alt. 
(after L. rotundus) of rotonda (XVII)- It. 
rotonda, sb. use (sc. camera) of fem. of 
rotonda ROUND. rotu·ndiTY. xvr. -F. 
or L. 

rouble rii·bl Russian monetary unit. xvr. 
Earliest forms rubbel, robel, ruble, later 
rouble (after F.). - Russ. rub!', related by 
some to Rt:PEE. 

rou.; rf1·ei debauchee, rake. XVIII. F., pp. 
of rouer break on the wheel, f. Toue whet! 
:- L. rota (see ROTA); applied joe. (it is said) 
by Philip, Duke of Orleans, regent of 
France (r7r5-23), to his profligate com
panions because they were worthy of such 
punishment. 

rouge rii3 A. R. Croix and R. Dragon, two 
pursuivants of the English College of Arms, 
so called from their badges xv; B. red powder 
used as a cosmetic XVIII. - (O)F. rouge :
L. rubeu-s RED. Hence rouge vb. XVIII. 

rough rAf not even or smooth OE.; turbu
lent, violent XIII; harsh, sharp xrv. OE. 
ruh ~· :\iLG., MDu. nich, ni (Du. ruig, mzv), 
OHG. nih (G. rauh) :- \VGerm. *rux(u')az, 
rei. to Lith. nih.ti be wrinkled, muka wrinkle, 
Skr. nih~ds rough. Hence rou·ghE;-; 5 • XVI. 
rou·ghcAST. XVI. f. cast i"cover by casting 
mortar on. 

roulette rule·t game of chance played on 
a table with a revolving centre. XVIII. 
-F. roulette, f. rouelle, dim. of roue wheel :
L. rota; see ROTATIO)'.;, -ETTE. 

Ro(u)manian see Rumanian. 
round1 raund A. of the form of a ball 

XIII (RGlouc.). B. full, complete, plain, 
straightforward. C. vigorous, severe XIV; 
plain, straightforward xvr. 1V1E. rond, 
round- OF. rand-, round-, inflexional stem 
of rant, roont, earlier reont (mod. rand) = 
Pr. redan, Sp. redondo, It. tritondo, Rum. 
rdtund :-Rom. *retundus, for L. rotundus 
ROTUND. Hence sb. XIV, vb. XIV, adv. XIII; 
prep., perh. aphetic of ARO!:ND XVII (Sh.). 

ROVER 

()! The F. word has been adopted into most 
of the Germ. langs. ; e.g. :\I[Du. rant (Du. 
rand, MHG. runt (G. rund), (M)Sw. rund. 

round2 raund (arch.) whisper. OE. Tii11ian, 
1\lE. rune, roune = OS. ninon, MLG., 
1\IDu. rzlnen, OHG. rzlnen, OSw. runa; 
f. OE. riin, :ME. run, roun dark saying, 
counsel, runic letter, Rl'NE. For the para
sitic d cf. BOUND 2, sou:<:o 2• 

roundel rau·nd"l circle, circular object XIII 
(S. Eng. Leg.); rondeau XIV (Ch.). -OF. 
rondel or -elle, f. rand ROt:"m; see -EL2

; cf. 
It. rondello, -ella; adopted freely into Germ. 
langs., (l\!l)Du. rondeel, G., Sw. rundel, etc. 
Cf. RONDEAl:, RO:<:DO. 

roundelay rau·nd;:>lei short song with a 
refrain. xvr. - (O)F. rondelet (whence ME. 
rozmdelet) with ending assim. to VIRELAY or 
LAY. 

roup riip disease of poultry. XVI (Turber
ville). Of unkn. origin. 

rouse1 rauz ref!. and intr. (of a hawk) shake 
the feathers XV (Bk. St. Albans); start 
(game); cause to rise from slumber, etc. 
xvr. orig. techn. term of hawking and 
hunting, of unkn. origin. Cf. AROUSE. 

rouse 2 rauz (arch.) bumper of liquor, 
carousal. XVII (Sh.), prob. aphetic of CA
ROt:SE, as in such phr. as take, drink, make 
carouse being apprehended as drink, etc. 
a muse. But cf. Da. drikke en ms get drunk, 
Du. roes, G. rausch drunkenness. 

rout1 raut company, troop; disorderly com
pany XIII; tthe r., the common herd XIV; 
riot, uproar xv; fashionable gathering XVIII. 
:\IE. rute, route- A:"J. mte (cf. AL. Tuta), 
OF. route = Pr. rota :-Rom. *rupta, sb. 
use (sc. turba, turma band, crowd) 'broken 
or fractional company' of fem. of pp. of L. 
rumpere break (see RUPTURE). Cf. next. 

rout 2 raut disorderly retreat. xvr. - F. 
troutc (in the sense of deroute), prob. -It. 
rotta breakage, discomfiture of an army :
Rom. *rupta, noun of action (for L. ruptii5, 
rupt1ira) f. rupt-, rumpere (see prec.). Hence 
rout vb. xvr. 

route rflt, (in army use) raut way, course 
XIII (obs. in :'viE. in xv; readopted XVI); 
(mil.) order to march, marching orders 
XVIII. -OF. rute, (also mod.) route :
Rom. *rupta, sb. use (sc. ·via way) of fern. 
of pp. of rumpere (see prec.). 

routine riiti·n regular or unvarying pro
cedure. XVII (rotine). -F. routine, trotine, 
f. route (see prec.). 

rove rouv tA. shoot with arrows at a 
selected mark for finding the range xv ; 
B. wander at random xvr. poss. southern
izcd form of (dial.) ra·ve stray (xiv), prob. 
of Scand. origin (cf. Ice!. Tdfa); sense B 
prob. due to infl. by ROVER. 

rover rou·vJ.I sea-robber, pirate. XIV 
(Gower). - MLG., MDu. rover, f. ri5ven 
rob, REAVE. 
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ROW 

row1 rou number of persons or things set 
in a line. ME. raw, row (xm) points to OE. 
*'raw (of doubtful authenticity), var. of riilw 
(ME. rew) :- *'rai(g)wa, pro b. obscurely rei. 
to MDu. rie (Du. rij), MHG. rihe (G. reihe) 
:- *'reixwan, beside OHG. riga, ON. riga, 
rega string :- *'rigwa; cf. Skr. rekhd stroke, 
line. 

row2 rou use oars OE. ; trans. XIV. OE. 
rowan, pt. reow (weak inflexions appear xm) 
= OFris. *roia, MLG. r5jen (Du. roeijen), 
MHG. riiejen steer (G. rojen is- LG.), ON. 
roa, f. Germ. *'ro- steer, belonging to the 
IE. series *'era- *re- *ro, repr. in Gr. 
eretes rower, eretmon oar, tri[£res TRIREME, 
triakont[oros 30-oared, L. remus oar, Oir. 
rdme oar, ro[raiset have rowed, Lith. irti row, 
irklas, Skr. aritd rower, arltras oar, and 
RUDDER. 

row 3 rau violent commotion, noisy dispute. 
XVIII. Of sl. or base origin, ace. to Grose 
1785 a Cambridge term; the source is unkn. 
(towrow intoxicated is recorded earlier); 
Todd, r8r8, notes it as 'a very low ex
pression'. 

rowan rou·;m, Sc. rau·;Jn mountain ash, 
Pyrus Aucuparia. XVI (rountree). Of Scand. 
origin; cf. Norw. rogn and raun, Ice!. reynir. 

rowdy rau·di backwoodsman of a rough 
type; violent disorderly person. XIX; orig. 
Amer., but the source is unkn. 

rowel rau·;Jl spur-wheel. XIV. - OF. roe!, 
roele (mod. rouelle corr. to Pr. rodella knee
cap, Sp. rodi!la knee, It. rotella little wheel. 
:- late L. rotella, dim. of rota wheel; see 
ROTATION, -EL 2 , and cf. ROULETTE. 

rowlock rA·bk, m·l- device forming the 
fulcrum for the oar in rowing. XVIII. alt., 
by substitution of Row• for the first syll., 
of oarlock, OE. tirloc, f. tir OAR + Zoe fasten
ing, LOCK2, 

royal roi·;Jl pert. to a king or kings. XIV 
(Ch.). -OF. roial (mod. royal) :- L. rega
lis REGAL. So roy·ahY. XIV. (Ch.).- OF. 
roialte (mod. royaute) ; superseded somewhat 
earlier treal(te), trial(te). roy·ahsT. XVII; 
first in Charles I's reign, perh. modelled on 
F. royaliste. 

rub rAb subject a surface to friction with 
pressure, trans. and intr. XIV (PPI., Wycl. 
Bible, :VIaund.). perh.- LG. rubben (whence 
prob. Sw., Norw., Ice!. rubba, Da. rubbe); 
ult. origin unkn. Hence rub sb. obstacle, 
produced as if by rubbing a surface (techn., 
at bowls) XVI; often fig. as in there's the r. 
rubbER1 rA·b;J.r rubbing implement XVI; 
piece of a substance used for this (short 
for India(n) rubber) XVIII. (jf The synon. 
trodde, trudde (xm-xv) is curiously similar. 

rub-a-dub rA·b;JdAb. xvm. imit. of 
drumming sound. 

rubber2 rA·b;u set of (usu.) three games, as 
of bowls, whist, etc., the last of which is 
decisive for victory ct·also spec. this game). 
XVI. The earliest exx. have (play) a mbbers. 
Per h. spec. application of RUBBER. 

RUDDOCK 

rubbish rA·biJ waste or refuse material. 
XIV. Late ME. robous, robys, -ishe, rubbes 
-AN. rubbous, perh. for *'robeus, pl. of 
"'robel RUBBLE · assim. to -ish and -idge 
(xvm). ' 

rubble rA·bl waste fragments of stone, esp. 
from demolished buildings XIV; pieces of 
undressed stone xvr. Late ME robyl, rubel, 
perh.- AN. *robel, f. OF. robe spoils (see 
ROBE) i cf. -EL\ -LE1• 

rubicund Iii·bik;Jnd tinclined to redness 
XVI (rubico(u)nd, Hawes); of ruddy com
plexion XVII. -F. rubicond or L. rubicundus, 
f. rubere be RED. 

rubidium rubi•di;Jm (min.) mineral related 
to cresium, lithium, etc. XIX. f. L. rubidus, 
f. rub- of mber RED; in allusion to the two 
red lines in its spectrum; see -ruM. 

rubric Iii·brik A. i-red earth, ruddle xv 
(Promp. Parv.); B. direction (in red) for the 
conduct of divine service XIV; heading of a 
division of a book, etc. xv. Rare before 
xvn, rubriche, -ishe being the usual form 
XIV-XVI (Ch., Lydg., Caxton). -OF. 
rubriche, -ice (xm), beside mbrique, or its 
source L. rzibrfca red earth, title of a law, 
law itself (written with red ochre), sb. use 
(sc. terra earth) of adj. f. ruber RED. 

ruby ru·bi red precious stone. XIV. -OF. 
rubi (mod. rubis), corr. to Pr. robi, Sp. 
rubi(n), Pg. rubi(m)- medL. rubfnu-s, sb. 
use (sc. lapis stone) of adj. f. base of L. 
rubeus, ruber RED. 

ruche riif frill of light material. XIX. -F. 
ruche beehive, and (with allusion to the 
plaits of a straw hive) frill. - (O)F. ruche = 
Pr. rusca, etc. :- medL. riisca bark of tree, 
of Celtic origin. 

ruck1 r.\.k heap, stack, pile XIII (AncrR.); 
multitude, throng XVI; undistinguished 
crowd XIX. Of unkn. origin, but perh. 
Scand. (cf. Norw. synon. ruka). 

ruck• nk crease, fold. XVIII (presumably 
of much earlier occurrence). - 0~. hrukka 
(Norw. lmtklw) :- *hrunka, rei. to ~orw. 
rukla, rukka, MSw. rynkia (cf. ME. and 
dial. runkle). 

rucksack rA·ksrek, ru·k- knapsack. XIX. -
G. rucksack, f. dial. rucken ( = riicken back, 
R!DGE)+sack SACK1• 

ruction rA·kJ;Jn (colloq.) disturbance, dis
orderly action (esp. pl.). XVIII (rare before 
XIX). perh. joe. based on L. ructus belching 

rudder rA·d"'.r tsteering oar OE.; steering
gear mounted in a boat or ship XIV (R. 
Mannyng). OE. roper = OFris. rather, 
MLG. (whence Norw., Da. ror), MDu. 
roder (Du. roer), OHG. ruodar (G. ruder) 
:- WGerm. *'ropra- (0~. r6i'Jr denotes the 
act of rowing), rei. to ROW 2• 

r\tddle n·dl red ochre. XVI. f. base of 
RUDDY; see -LE\ and cf. con temp. RADDLE, 
and reddle (xvm). 

ruddock rA·d;Jk (dial.) redbreast, robin. 
OE. rudduc, rei. to RUDDY; see -ocK. 
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RUDDY 

ruddy rA·di red, reddish, orig. of the face. 
Late OE. rudig, f. base of rudu red colour, 
redness, rei. to read, reod, RED; see -Y1• 

rude riid in various trans£. and fig. senses 
of 'rough'. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. rude- L. 
rudis unwrought, unformed, uncultivated, 
uncultured, unpolished, orig. techn. term 
of handicraft, rei. to riidus rubble. Cf. 
next and ERUDITE. 

rudiment rii·dim;Jnt (pl.) first principles 
or elements. xvr. - F. rudiment or L. 
rudimentum (Livy, of the early experience 
of military service), f. rudis RUDE, after 
elementum element. Hence rudime·ntAL1• 
XVI; now superseded by rudime·ntARY. XIX, 
after F. rudimentaire. 

rue1 rii (arch. exc. as surviving in rue·FuL1 

XIII) sorrow, regret OE; compassion XIII. 
OE. hreow = MLG., MDu. rouwe, Du. 
rouw, OHG. (h)riuwa (G. reue), rei. to 
next. 

rue• rii affect with contrition or sorrow OE. ; 
affect with pity XII; repent of XII. OE. 
hreowqn (pt. hreow) = OFris. hriowa, OS. 
hreuwan (Du. rouwen), OHG. (h)riuwan 
(G. reuen); Germ. str. vb. (not in Goth.; cf. 
ON. hryggja, hryggva distress, grieve) of 
which no cogns. are known. See RUTH. 

rue8 ru shrub of the genus Ruta. (XIV; ruwe 
Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. rue = Pr., Sp. ruda, 
It. ruta, Rum. rutii :- L. rtita- Gr. rhiitif, 
orig. a Peloponnesian word. 

ruelle riid space between bed and wall; 
side of bed nearest the wall ; bedroom in 
which a lady of quality received XVII. -
(O)F. ruelle lane, dim. of rue street = Pr., 
It. ruga:- L. riiga wrinkle (cf. RUGOSE). 

ruff1 rAf small freshwater fish of the perch 
family, Acerina cernua. xv. prob. sb. use of 
ROUGH; cf. modL. aspredo (f. asper rough) 
applied to the fish by John Caius. 

ruff• rAf truffle on a garment; article of 
neckwear consisting of linen, etc. starched 
in folds. XVI. poss. sb. use of ruff, ROUGH. 

ruff3 rAf tformer card-game XVI; kind of 
trump at cards XVII; (from the vb.) act of 
trumping XIX. -OF. raffle, rouffle, earlier 
ronjle, romjle, corr. to It. ronfa, poss. alt. of 
trionfo TRUMP 2• Hence vb. xvr. 

ruff' rAf male of the sandpiper, dis
tinguished in the breeding-season by a ruff. 
XVII. trans£. use of RUFF 2• 

ruffian rA·fi;Jn man of lawless, brutal, or 
violent behaviour XVI (ruffian, ruffin); 
tpander, bawd XVII. - (O)F. ruf(f)ian- It. 
ruffiano (whence also Pr. rufian, rofian), 
supposed to be f. dial. rofia scab, scurf, of 
Germ. origin (OHG. ruf scurf). 

ruffie1 rA·fi spoil the orderly arrangement 
of XIII (Cursor M.); (gen.) disorder, dis
arrange XVI ; disturb the mind or temper of 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. Hence ru·ffie sb. 
disorderly state XVI ; ornamental edging to 
a garment XVIII. 

RUMBLE 

ruffie2 rA·fl (arch.) contend with; swagger, 
hector. xv. Hence ru·ffiER1 tone of a class 
of vagabonds; swaggering fellow. XVI. Of 
unkn. origin. 

rufous ru·f;Js reddish. XVIII. f. L. riifus, 
rei. to ruber; see RUBRIC, -ODS. 

rug rAg trough woollen stuff; piece of 
thick woollen stuff used as a coverlet XVI ; 
floor mat XIX. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. 
Norw. dial. rugga coverlet, Sw. rugg ruffled 
or coarse hair) and rei. to RAG1. So rug
gED1 rA·gid tshaggy, hirsute XIV; rough, 
uneven (also fig.) XVI. prob. pp. forma
tion of Scand. origin on the same base; .cf. 
RAGGED. 

Rugby rA·gbi name of a public school at 
Rugby in \Varwickshire, after which one of 
the two chief games of football is named. 
XIX. Hence (sl.) ru·ggER6

• XIX. 

rugose rii•gous wrinkled. xvm. - L. riig6-
sus, f. rziga wrinkle; see -OSE1• 

ruin ru·in (state consequent upon) giving 
way and falling down XIV (caner. xv); 
downfall, utter loss XIV. - (O)F. ruine, corr. 
to Sp., It. ruina- L. ruina, f. ruere fall. So 
ru·in vb. xvr. - (O)F. ruiner or medL. 
rumare. ru·inATE 3 , ruinA·TION. XVI. 
ru·inovs. XIV (Wycl. Bib!.). - (O)F. or L. 
ruin6sus. 

rule riil principle of procedure, conduct, 
etc.; code of religious life XIII (AncrR.); 
standard of estimation, etc. ; graduated strip 
of wood or metal XIV. rule of thumb XVII. 
1\IIE. riule, reule- OF. riule, reule, ruile :
Rom. *regula, for L. regula straight stick, 
bar, pattern, rel. to regere rule (see REGENT), 
rex (reg-) king. So rule vb. govern xm 
(AncrR.); mark with lines xv. -OF. reuler 
-late L. reguliire REGULATE. Hence ru·lER1. 
XIV. 

rum1 rAm spirit distilled from sugar
cane products. XVII. perh. shortening 
of slightly earlier rumbullion, rumbustion, 
of unkn. origin. (]! The word has become 
CEur. 

rum• rAm (sl.) queer, odd. XVIII. poss. 
var. of ROM in collocations like rum cove. 
Also ru·mmY1• XIX. 

Rumanian, Ro(u)manian riimei·ni:m pert. 
to (native of) Rumania, a country of S.E. 
Europe, the natives of which speak a 
language of the Romanic group having a 
large element of alien vocabulary; see -IAN. 
XIX. 

rumbelow rAmb;:,lou· meaningless com
bination of svllables used as a refrain 
chanted by s-ailors when rowing. XIV. 
Often coupled with hevelozv, lzeve (and) how, 
hey (and) how or ho. 

rumble rA·mbl make a low heavy con
tinuous sound. XIV (Ch.). prob.- MDu. 
rommelen, rummelen (Du. rommelen), whence 
G. rummeln, OSw. rumbla, etc.; of imit. 
origin. 
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RUMINATE 

ruminate rfl'mineit meditate (upon); chew 
the cud. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. riimi1Uiri, -tire, 
f. riimin-, rumen throat, gullet, (in mod. 
scientific use) first stomach of a ruminant; 
see -ATE3 • Soru·minANT(animal) that chews 
the cud. XVII. ruminA'TION. XVI (Sh.). 

rummage rA·mid3 tstowage, orig. in a 
ship's hold; (dial.) commotion XVI; (from 
the vb.) overhauling search XVIII. -AN. 
*rumage (cf. AL. rumtigium, also runtigium), 
aphetic of OF. arrumage (mod. arrimage), 
f. tarrumer, var. of OF. arimer, arune1·, 
ariner, f. a- AD-+run RUN 2 ; see -AGE. R. 
sale is first recorded (XIX) for the sale of 
unclaimed goods at docks or odds and ends 
left in a warehouse. Hence ru•mmage vb. 
tstow in the hold, tset (a ship) in order; 
search (orig. the hold), also intr. XVI. 

rummer rA·m~.I (arch.) large drinking
glass. XVII. Of LDu. origin; cf. Du. 
roemer, LG. (whence G.) ramer, f. roemen, 
etc. extol, boast. 

rumour rii·m~.:r tfavourable report XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa); general report or hearsay 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. rumur, 
rumo(u)r- OF. rumur, -or (mod. -eur) = 
Pr. rumor, etc. - L. 

rump rAmp hindquarters, buttocks. xv 
(Promp. Parv.); small or contemptible 
remainder XVII. pro b. of Scand. origin; cf. 
CM)Da. rumpe, (M)Sw. rumpa, Ice!. rumpr; 
corr. forms in (M)Du., (M)LG., and 
(O)HG. mean the trunk of the body; the 
orig. sense may be tree-stump. 

rumple rA·mpl crease, wrinkle, crumple. 
XVII. f. rumple sb. wrinkle, fold (xvi, 
Dunbar). - (M)Du. rompel, deriv. of MDu. 
rompe, :\1LG. rumpe wrinkle, or- MDu., 
l\1LG. rumpelen, rompelen, rei. to OE. 
*rimpan, in pp. gerumpen contracted, 
wrinkled, (M)LG., (M)Du. rimpel wrinkle, 
OHG. rimpfan (G. riimpfen). 

rumpus rA·mp~s disturbance, row. XVIII 
(Foote). Of fanciful formation (?). 

run1 rAn, pt. ran rren, pp. run rAn go 
along at quicker than walking pace; (gen.) 
move forward with speed. In finite parts 
of this vb. the present form with -u
is not current before XVI (runne), but the 
var. ronne is earlier. The vowel resulted 
from levelling through from forms in which 
it was original, viz. pt. pl. runnen (OE. 
*runnon) and pp. runne(n), ronnen (pp. 
gerunnen coagulated, curdled). OE. rinnan, 
pt. rann -~ OFris. rinna, renna, OS., 
OHG. rinnan, (MLG., MDu., G. rinnen), 
ON. rinna, Goth. rinnan; CGerm. str. vb. 
of unkn. origin. But the metathesized form 
of this was commoner in OE., viz. iernan 
(pt. arn, orn, urnon, pp. urnen), which died 
out in ME., except for a few survivals in 
mod. dialects. The common ME. present 
tense forms rinne, renne, were prob. 
due to ON. rinna, renna, with pt. ran, 
pp. run, reinforced from the same source. 
Hence run sb. xv (act or spell of running; 

RURAL 

later in many techn. uses). (jJ Parallel de
velopments are found in BURN 2• 

run • rAD (naut.) part of a ship's bottom that 
rises from the keel and narrows towards 
either end. XVII. perh. - OF. run ship's 
hold - (M)Du. ruim space (ROOM). 

runagate rA'n~geit tapostate; (arch.) 
deserter, runaway; vagabond. XVI. alt. of 
ren(n)egate (see RENEGADE), by assoc. with 
renne RUN and agate on the way, away, 
(f. A-1 +gate, GAIT). 

runcible rA·nsibl r. spoon kind of fork for 
pickles curved like a spoon and having three 
broad prongs (one with a sharp edge). XIX. 
First used by Edward Lear as a nonsense 
word in r. cat, r. hat, r. spoon; supposed to 
be alt. of rozmci~·al, which has been used in 
many senses of obscure origin, and has been 
identified with the place-name Roncesvalles 
(Roncevaux). 

runcinate rA·nsineit irregularly saw
toothed. xvm. - modL. rzmcinatus, f. L. 
rwzcina joiner's plane (formerly taken also 
to mean a kind of saw); see -ATE 2

• 

rundale rA·ndeil form of joint occupation 
of land. XVI. (Sc. ryndale, rindaill, later 
rendal, rennal, anglicized rundale). f. rin, 
Sc. var. of RUN-+·dale, north. form of DOLE. 

rune riin character of the earliest Germanic 
alphabet. XVII. Adopted from Danish writers 
on Northern antiquities, and repr. ON. 
*run, pl. rzinar, rzinir secret or hidden lore, 
runes, magical signs (Sw. runa, Da. rune) = 
OE. riin mystery, runic letter, secret con
sultation, OS., OHG., Goth. riina (cf. 
ROUND 2). So ru·nrc. XVII (Evelyn). - modL. 
riinicus. (jJ The words have been adopted 
into other Eur. langs.; e.g. G., Du. rune, F. 
rune, runique; also Finnish runo poem, song 
of the Kalevala, whence rune has been so 
used in Eng., and gen. for 'song, poem, 
verse' (XIX). 

rung rAIJ stick of rounded form used as a 
rail, etc. OE.; stave of a ladder XIII. OE. 
hrung = MLG. runge (Du. rong), OHG. 
runga (G. runge from LG.), Goth. hrugga 
paf3/ios. 

runnel r.\·nl small stream. xvr. Later 
form (by assim. to RUN) of rinel, OE. rynel, 
rynele, rinnele, f. run-, rin-, base of RUN1 ; 

see -EL1 • 

runt rAnt (dial.) old tree-stump XVI (G. 
Douglas), small breed of cattle XVI; un
couth, ill-conditioned, or dwarfish person; 
stout variety of domestic pigeon xvn. Of 
unkn. origin. 

rupee riipi· monetary unit of India. xvn. 
-Urdu riipiyah :- Skr. riipya wrought 
silver ; cf. ROL"BLE. 

rupture rA"ptf;}.r breach xv; abdominal 
hernia XVI; break XVII. -F. rupture or L. 
ruptiira, f. pp. stem of rwnpere break; see 
REAVE, -URE. 

rural ru~· .r~l pert. to the country )( the 
town. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. rural or late L. 
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RURITANIA 

r!lriilis, f. riir-, riis the country :- '*rewos = 
Av. ravah- space, rei. to OS!. ravinu flat, 
level, and ROOM; see -AL1• 

Ruritania ru;lritei·ni;l imaginary kingdom 
of Central Europe in Anthony Hope's 
novels (1894, r898); transf. petty state, 
csp. as a scene of court romance and in
trigue. Hence -a·niAN. f. L. riiri-, riis 
country+-tania, of Lusitania, etc. 

rusa rU'S;l E. Indian red deer. XIX. modL. 
- :Vlalay. Cf. BABIROGSSA. 

ruse n1z tdetour, doubling in the track xv; 
trick, dodge XVII. - (O)F. ruse, f. ruser 
(whence !VIE. ruse repulse in battle, make 
a detour as a hunted animal) drive back, 
perh. :- Rom. *'ru(r)siire, f. L. rursus back
(wards) :- '*reu:orsos, f. re- RE- I+ '*u·ors
turned (cf. -WARD, WORTH). 

rush1 r.~.J plant of the order Juncacere. OE. 
rysc(e), recorded chiefly in place-designa
tions, corr. to:viLG., !VIHG. (Du., G.) rusch; 
the development u :- y before point
cons. is paralleled in blush, cluster, etc. 
OE. rysc(e), with the vars. resc(e), risc(e), 
'*rex(e), rix(e), surviving dial. in resh, rish, 
rex, rix, and corr. to i\ILG., :v!Du. risch, 
etc., point to a Germ. series *rask- *resk
*rusk-, with poss. further connexions in L. 
res tis ( :- *rezgtis) rush, leaf of onion or 
garlic, rope, cord, Lith. rezgis basket, rezgil 
plait, Skr. rdjjus rope. 

rush 2 rAJ tforce out of place, move with 
force or speed; also intr. XIV (Barbour, 
\Vycl. Bible); the sense-development was 
prob. infl. by phonetic appropriateness 
-A~. russher, var. of OF. russer, ruser (see 
RVSE). fJf For -sh cf. bushel, push. 

rusk rAsk (piece of) bread re-fired so as to 
be hard and crisp. xvr. - Sp., Pg. rvsca 
t\\:is~, coil, twisted roil of bread, of unkn. 
ongm. 

Russ us pert. to (nati,·e of) Russia. Rus', 
Russ. name for the Russian lands and 
people before the sixteenth century. So 
RusSIAN rA· r;,n. XVI. - medL. Russiiinus 
f. Russia. (Russ. Rossiya prob. - Gr. 
'Pwa{a.) 

russet rA·sit coarse woollen cloth of reddish
brown or other subfusc colour XIII; adj. 
reddish-brown XIV (hence sb. russet colour 
XVI; russet apple XVIII). -AN. russet, Yar. 
of OF. rousset, rosset, dim. f. rous (mod. 
raux)- Pr. ros, It. rosso :- L. russu-s (:
*rudhsos) RED; see -ET. 

rust rAst brownish coating formed on iron 
and steel by oxidation. OE. rust = OS., 
(O)HG. rost, (M)Du. roest, based on Germ. 
"'rudh- *reudh- *raudh- RED ; cf. s~mon. 
0~. 1·yo, 081. riizda, Lett. rlisa (rusta 
brown colour), L. r6bigo, riibigo. Hence vb. 
XIII (AncrR.). ru·stY1

• OE. riistig, with corr. 

RYE 

forms in other Germ. langs. fJf The long 
quality of the OE. vowel is shown by dial. 
roust (XIV), Sc. roost, but shortening may 
have been very early. 

rustic rA·stik pert. to the country xv; sb. 
countryman, peasant xvr. - L. riisticus, f. 
r1is country)( town; cf. F. rustique (XIV). So 
ru·stiCAL. xv. -OF. or medL. ru·sticATE3 

retire to the country XVII; trans. XVIII. f. 
pp. stem of L. riisticiiri live in the country. 
rustiCA'TION. XVII. - L. rusticiTY -i·siti. 
XVI. - F. or L. 

rustle rA·sl give forth a succession of light 
crisp sounds XIV (Trevisa); (U.S. colloq.) 
move about vigorously XIX. Of imit. origin; 
cf. Fris. russelfe, risselje, Flem. truysselen, 
rijsselen, Du. ridselen, ritselen. 

rusty2 r.\·sti reasty, rancid XVI; ill-tem
pered XIX (Scott). var. of REASTY. 

rut1 rAt sexual excitement of male deer, etc. 
xv. - (O)F. rut, truit rutting (time), 
tbeiiowing (of stags) ,_, Sp., Pg. ruido 
noise, clamour :-Rom. '"riigitu-s, for L. 
rugitus, f. rugire roar, f. *ru-, imit. syll. 
found elsewhere. 

rut 2 rAt track made in soft ground. XVI. 
Early forms also rote, 1·oote, rupt; prob. 
- OF. rote, early form of ROUTE; the 
shortening of the vowel may be due to lack 
of stress in the comp. tcartrote. The form 
1·it, which occurs in cart-ritt (XVII) and un
compounded in north. dial., is perh. of 
distinct origin (f. rit scratch, incise, in 
Cumberland dial., cut the first line of a 
trench or drain with a spade). 

ruth ru)> (arch.) pity. XII. Early ME. reupe 
f. rezcen RCE 2

, prob. after ON. hrygo. 
Survives in gen. lite.rary use in ru·thLESS 
pitiless. XIV. 

ruthenium rupi·ni;;,m (chem.) metal of 
the platinum group, discm·ered r828, being 
first observed in platinum ores in the Ural 
mountains XIX. f. medL. Ruthenia Russia. 
See -JU:V!. 

-ry ri suffix, reduced form of -ERY used 
chiefly after an unstressed syii. ending in 
d, t, l, n, or sh, and rarely after vocalic els. ; 
exx. of the types are : heraldry, ribaldry; 
casuistry, dentistry, peasantry; chivalry, 
deviln•; yeomanry; Englis.lzry, Jewry; in a 
few ~-ords -ry and -ery are alternative, 
baptist(e)ry, jezl:el(le)ry. 

rybat rai•b;;,t (Sc.) REVEAI . .'. XVII (rebatt), 
prob. var. of rabbet, REBATE. 

rye rai the cereal Secale ceJreale, OE. ryge = 
0~. rugr :-Germ. *ru;:;iz, ani-stem, beside 
which there is an n- stem, *roggan-, 
*ruggn-, repr. by OFris. 1•ogga, OS. roggo 
(Du. rogge, rog), OHG. rokko (G. roggen is 
from LG.); from the ffJrmer type are 
Finnish ruis, Estonian ruki~is, Lappish rok; 



RYOT 

from the latter OF. regon, ragon, Pr. mon 
maslin; corr. forms in Balto-Sl. are Lith. 
rugys, Lett. rudzis, OSl. ruzhz (Russ. rozh'), 
perh. ult. rei. to Gr. (Thracian) brfzd 
(:- *zvrugja). The place of origin and route 
of transmission are not clear. Hence rye
GRASS A. for earlier ray-grass (xvn) species 

s, -s z repr. OE. g. sg. -es of many m. and 
n. sbs., written universally 's, as boy's, 
horse's, lady's, with extension to certain pis., 
as men's; special cases are its use (1) as 
a e~phem. repr. of God's (g. of Goo) in oaths, 
~s sblood (xvr), 'sdeath (XVII), 'slife (xvii), 
sv:ounds (xvr; see ZOUNDS); (2) in the ter

mn;al el. -sman, the extensive use of which, 
as m craftsman, helmsman, kinsman, sales
man, spokesman, sportsman, tradesman, is a 
generalization of the combination found in 
OE. sti!oresmamz STEERS:\'!AN, tiinesmamz (oc
cupier of a manor) TOWNS:\IAN. 
. b. Identical :vi.th t~e inflexion of the g. sg. 
JS the -s survivmg m certain advb. forms, 
viz. always, eftsoons, needs, nowadays, (go 
your) ways, -wards, -ways, which are 
particular instances of the use exemplified 
by such OE. advs. as d;eges by day, sopes in 
truth, tn1ly, pances voluntarily. There were 
also OE. advs. compounded with to TO and 
a !i(enitive, as tOgegnes against, tOmiddes 
amidst, by the side of which were synon. 
ongegn_ AGAIK, onmiddan AMID; hence there 
aro~e m :\1E. mixed forms such as a3eines, 
armddes; and -(e)s became generalized, as in 
EFTSOONS, -WARDS, -WAYS. In once, tzt'ice 
thrice, hence, thence, whence, since, the suffi~ 
has been otherwise spelt in order to avoid 
the suggestion of pronunc. with z which is 
associated with -ns, viz. nz. In AGAINST, 
AMIDST, AMONGST, anenst (see ANENT), dial. 
onct (oxcE), there is a parasitic t. t1J In the 
disjunctive prons. (orig. northern) hers, 
ours, theirs, yours (:\IE. hires, heres, ures, etc.) 
the -s 1s presumably analogical after his, as 
the -n of the parallel dial. hern, hisn, ourn 
etc. is after mine, thine. ' 

Sab~an, Sabean S;}bi'<m pert. to the 
ancient people of Yemen in Arabia. XVI 
(Sidney). f. L. Sab;eus - Gr. Sabafos, f. 
Sdba- Arab. Saba'= Heb. Sh'bd; see -AN. 

Sabaism sei·beiizm star-worship. XVIII. 
-F. saba!srne, f. Heb. raba host (of heaven), 
after the presumed etym. of SABlAN; 
see -rs:.r. 

Sabaoth s:e·beiou]:> in ph.r. Lord (God) of S. 
in Eng. N.T. (Rom. ix 29, Jas. v 4) and 
Te Deum. XIV. - L. Sabaoth (Vulg.)- Gr. 

s 

SABLE 

Lolium (tray darnel XIV-XVII, of unkn. 
origin); B. wild rye, Hordeum xvm. 

ryot rai·::~t Indian peasant or husbandman. 
XVII (riat, Purchas). -Urdu ra'iyat, raiyat 
- Arab. ra'iyah flock, herd, subjects, 
peasants, f. ra'd pasture, feed. 

Sabafith (LXX and N.T.)- Heb. f'bdoth, 
pl. of rabd army, host. 

Sabbatarian s:eb::~te::~·ri;}n pert. to the 
observance of the Sabbath (Saturday); sb. 
observer of the Lord's Dav as a Sabbath 
(7th day of the week). XVII. f. late L. sabba
tdrius (Sidonius), sb. pl. Jews (Martial), 
f. sabbatum; see next, -ARIAN. 

Sabbath sre·bd]:> seventh day of the week 
observed by Jews as a day of rest OE.; the 
Lord's Day, Sunday XVI; (after F. sabbat) 
midnight meeting of demons and witches 
xvn. OE. sabat, ME. sabat (xm)- L. 
sabbatum and (O)F. sabbat, tsabat ( = Pr. 
sabbat Sabbath, Sp. sdbado, It. sabbato 
Saturday)- Gr. sdbbaton- Heb. shabbath, 
f. shdbath rest. The sp. with th and the 
consequent pronunc. are due to learned 
assoc. with the Heb. form. CJJ A pop. L. 
nasalized form *sambatum is repr. by F. 
samedi :- *sarnbati dies, Rum. sdrnbiitti, 
OHG. samba;tag, G. samstag, OS!. sqbota. 
S. Day (xrv): cf. OHG. samba:; tag (G. sams
tag), Goth. sabbato dags. 

sabbatical s::~b:e·tibl pert. to the Sab
bath; pert. to the seventh year prescribed 
by l\1osaic law to be observed as a Sabbath 
XVI ; hence of an academical year of absence 
from dutv XIX. f. late L. sabbaticus - Gr. 
sabbatik6s, f. sdbbaton; see prec., -reAL. 

Sabellian S;}be·li;}n heretic maintaining 
that the three Persons of the Trinity are 
merelv tnodes of one divine Person. xv. 
-ceciL. Sabellidmts, f. Sabellius, an African 
heresiarch (III). 

Sabian sei·bi~n adherent of a religious sect 
of the Arabians xvn; (erron.) star-wor
shipper XVIII. f. Arab. [dbi'; see -AN. 

Sabine s:e·bain one of a race of ancient 
Italy. XIV (Trevisa); their language.- L. 
Sabinus, rei. to Sabelli and Samnium (see 
SA~!:-<ITE) ; see -INE1• 

sable1 sei·bl (fur of) a small carnivore 
Mustela zibellina. xv. -OF. sable (XII) 
sable fur, also in martre sable 'sable-marten' 
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SABLE 

(animal and its fur) - medL. sabelum (xu), 
whence also MLG. sabel, Du. sabel, Ice!. 
safal, safali; all ult. of Balto-Sl. origin ( cf. 
Lith. sabalas, Russ. sobol', with which 
(O)HG. zobel (xr) closely agrees), the word 
being carried into Germania with the fur 
trade from Eastern Europe. Cf. ZIBELLINE. 

sable2 sei·bl black colour (spec. in her.); 
black clothing xrv; adj. xv. -OF. sable, 
whence also Sp., Pg. sable, (M)Du. sabel; 
gen. presumed to be identical with prec., 
but sable fur is brown. 

sabot s!E·bou wooden shoe made of a 
single piece of wood. xvn. - F. sabot, of 
unkn. origin. So sabotAGE s!E·b0ta3 wilful 
and organized destruction of machinery, etc. 
by workers. xx. -F. sabotage (r87o), f. 
saboter clatter with shoes, execute badly, 
destroy (tools, etc.), f. sabot. 

sabre, U.S. saber sei·b;}J cavalry sword 
with curved blade. XVII (Otway). - F. 
sabre, unexpl. alt. of sable - G. sabel, local 
var. of sdbel, earlier tschabel- Pol. szabla or 
Magyar szblya. fll Introduced into France 
by German mercenaries. The somewhat 
earlier Eng. tsable was - G. or Du. sabel, 
and Sc. shab(b)le- It. sciab(o)la or its Pol. 
or lVIagyar source. 

sabulous s~E·bjul;}s sandy. XVII. - L. 
sabulosus, f. sabulum SA:-iD; see -ocs. 

sac s!Ek bag-like cavity. XVIII. - F. sac or 
L. saccus SACK1 in modL. applications. 
(j[ See also SACK 4 • 

saccharine SlE'k;}rain, -in sugary. XVII. 
f. medL. saccharum SUGAR+-INE1. So 
sacchariN S!E'k;}rin sweet substance ob
tained from coal tar XIX ; also popularly -ine 
in. - G. saccharin Fahlberg r879. Hence 
sacchari·METER polariscope for testing 
sugars. XIX. -F. saccharimetre. sac
charo·METER hydrometer for testing the 
amount of sugar. XVIII. f. sa·ccharo- comb. 
form of Gr. sdkkharon SUGAR. 

sacerdotal SlES;}Jdou·t;}l pert. to priests or 
priesthood. XIV. - (O)F. sacerdotal or L. 
sacerdotdlis, f. sacerdot-, -dos priest :-*sakro
dhots 'offering sacrifices', f. *sakro
SACRED (cf. L. sacra sacrifices)+*dho- make, 
DO; see -AL1

• 

sachem sei-tJ;}m, s!E·tfdm chief of some 
Amer. Indian tribes XVII; (U.S.) political 
chief XIX. -Narragansett sachem = Penob
scot sagamo (see SAGAMORE). 

sachet sre·fei small perfumed bag; dry 
perfume in packet form. XIX (isolated ex."i:. in 
Caxton). - (O)F. sachet, dim. of sac SACK1 ; 

see -ET. fll ONF. var. saquet is repr. by 
dial. sacket (xv-xix). 

sack1 s!Ek large oblong bag open at one end. 
OE. sacc - L. saccus bag, sack, sackcloth 
(whence (O)F., Pr., Rum. sac, Sp. saco, It. 
sacco), carr. to Gr. sdkkos, term of com
merce for packing-material, of Semitic origin 
(Heb. saq sack, sackcloth, Syriac saq, saqd, 

SACRAMENT 

Ass. saqqu). There are corr. forms in MDu. 
sak (Du. zak), OHG. sac(h), pl. secchi (G. 
sack), ON. sekkr, Goth. sakkus; the ON. 
form and OE. s;ecc repr. a type '*sakkiz. 
Comp. sa·ckcLOTH coarse textile fabric, esp. 
as a material for penitential garb. XIV 
(sekkclath); cf. medL. pannus saccorum. fll A 
word in gen. Eur. use, from L. or Gr.; cf. Ir., 
Gael. sac, \V. sach, Russ., Pol., Czech, 
Serb., Alb. sak, Magyar zsak. sack vb.1 

A. put into a sack XIV; B. dismiss, discharge 
xrx. In A, partly after medL. saccdre or 
MDu. sacken, etc.; in B, f. phr. give (a per
son) the sack (xrx), which has analogues in 
F. donner son sac a quelqu'un, (M)Du. ie
mand den zak geven, and in F. vb. sacquer. 

sack2 s!Ek gen. name for a class of white 
wines from Spain and the Canaries. XVI. 
orig. (u•yne) seck- F. vin sec dry wine (see 
WINE, SEC); cf. Du. sek; also G. sekt 
(tcanarienseckt) now applied to champagne, 
formerly tseck; per h. orig. applied to dry 
wines of the sherry class, but later extended 
to others. (j[ The alt. of seck to sack is 
unexplained. 

sack3 s!Ek plundering. XVI. - F. sac (in 
phr. mettre a sac 'put to sack') - It. sacco 
SACK1 (in phr. fare il sacco, mettere or porre 
a sacco, dare il sacco a pillage, andare a sacco 
be sacked, per h. orig. referring to the filling 
of bags with plunder, cf. fare sacco make a 
SACK1 of money). Hence sack vb. 2 plunder 
XVI; cf. medL. sacctire, Pr., Sp., Pg. sa
quem·, It. saccheggiare (whence F. saccager). 

sack• slEk also sac, (pseudo-F.) sacque 
loose gown for women XVI ; loose-fitting 
coat xrx. prob. orig. a use of SACK\ later 
assoc. with F. sac (cf. G. franzosischer sack, 
Du. zak). 

sackbut s~E·kbAt bass trumpet with a slide. 
xvr. -F. saquebute, earlier -boute, -bot(t)e 
(xv), recorded earlier in the sense of a 
hooked lance for pulling a man off his horse, 
f. saquer, var. of OF. sachier pull = Sp., Pg. 
sacar (:-Rom. * saccdre) + bouter per h. BUTT1

• 

(jj Used in the Geneva Bible, Dan. iii (and 
hence in A.V.) to render Aram. sabb'kd 
(repr. in LXX by sambUke and in Vulg. by 
L. sambuca), which, however, denotes a 
stringed instrument. 

sackless s~E·klis (arch., dial.) tundisputed, 
unchallenged; innocent. Late OE. sacleas 
-ON. saklauss, f. sak-, sQk; see SAKE', -LESS. 

sacrament sre·kr;}m;}nt any of certain 
sacred rites of the Christian Church xu; 
spec. the S., the Eucharist, Holy Com
munion xrrr; (arch.) sacred or solemn pledge 
XIV. ME. sacrement (also sa(c)ra-, by assim. 
to L.)- (O)F. sacrement- L. sacramentum 
solemn engagement, caution-money de
posited in a suit, military oath, (in C~rL. 
by recourse to the etymol. meamng) 
used to render Gr. 1-'va-r~p<ov MYSTERY1

. f. 
sacrdre hallow, consecrate, f. sacer SACRED; 
see -ME::o-:T. So sacrame·ntAL1 xrv 
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-OF. or late L.; sb. rite analogous to a 
sacrament xvr. sacramentA·RIAN XVI; f. 
modL. sacrlimentarius, applied like Luther's 
sacramentirer, sacramenter to deniers of the 
Real Presence. So sacrarium sdkn:d·ridm 
sanctuary of a church. XVIII. - eccl. use of 
L. sacrarium place in which sacred objects 
were kept, f. sacr-, sacer. Earlier tsacrary 
(XIV, Wycl. Bible, Trevisa)- OF. 'sacrarie, 
sacraire or L. sacred sei·krid consecrated, 
dedicated to XIV ; dedicated to a religious 
purpose xv ; reverenced as holy, secured 
against violation XVI. orig. pp. (see -ED1) of 
tsacre consecrate - (O)F. sacrer ( ~= Pr. 
sagrar, It. sacrare)- L. sacrare consecrate, 
dedicate to a divinity, f. sacr-, sacer con
secrated, holy, rei. to sancire, sanctus; 
see SANCTION, SAINT. sacrifice sre·krifais 
offering of a slaughtered animal, etc. to a 
deity ; that which is so offered XIII ; Jesus 
Christ's offering of himself XIV; applied to 
the Eucharist; gen. (so self-s.) xvr. - (O)F. 
sacrifice = Pr. sacrifici, Sp. sacrificio, It. 
sagrijizio - L. sacrificium, rel. to sacrificus, 
f. sacri-, sacer; see -FIC and cf. the formation 
of the earlier sacerd6s, s.v. SACERDOTAL. 
Hence vb. XIII; cf. (O)F. sacrifier, L. 
sacrijicare. So sacrificiAL srekrifi·J(d)l XVII 
(Sh.). f. L. sacrificium; cf. con temp. 
tsacrifical (xvu)- L. sacrijicalis, f. sacri
ficus. sacrilege sre· krilid3 violation of a 
sacred person or thing, prop. theft of a sa
cred object XIII; profanation XIV. - (O)F. 
sacrilege ( = Sp., It. sacrilegio)- L. sacri
legium, f. sacrilegus one who steals sacred 
things, f. sacri-, sacer+ leg ere take possession 
of, after the phr. sacrum or sacra legere 
purloin sacred things (see COLLECT, etc.). 
sacrilegious -li·d3ds, -li·d3ds xvi. f. L. 
sacrilegium ; the pronunc. has been affected 
by assoc. with religious. sacriNG1 sei·kril) 
(hist.) consecration of the Eucharist. XIII. 
f. tsacre consecrate+ -ING1 ; hence sacring
bell XIV. sacriST sre·krist one having 
charge of sacred vessels, etc. xvr. - (O)F. 
sacriste, or medL. sacrista, f. sacr-, sacer. 
sa·cristAN. XIV. - medL. sacristanus; cf. 
SEXTON. sa·cristY3 repository in a church 
for sacred objects. XVII (also tsextry XIV
XVII)- F. sacristie (earlier -estie), It. sacrestia 
or medL. sacristia. sacro- sei·krou used as 
comb. form (see -o-) of SACRUM in anat. 
terms. XIX. sacrosanct sre·krou-, sei·krou
srel)kt secured by religious sanction. XVII. 
- L. sacr6sanctus, f. sacra, abl. of sacrum 
sacred rite, sb. use of n. of sacer+sanctus, 
pp. of sancire (see SANCTION). sacrum 
sei·krdm (anat.) lowest bone of the spine. 
XVIII. Short for late L. os sacrum, tr. Gr. 
lEpOv OaTJov 'sacred bone'. 

sad sred A. tsated, weary OE. ; tsteadfast, 
firm; tgrave, serious; sorrowful XIV; de
plorably disappointing or bad XVII. B. 
tsolid, dense XIII (cf. sad-iron, solid flat
iron); dark-coloured (cf. G. sattblau, etc.) 
XVI; (of bread, etc.) that has not 'risen' xvn. 
OE. s:;ed = OS. sad (Du. zat), OHG. sat 

SAFETY 

(G. satt), ON. saar, Goth. saps:- CGerm. 
•saaaz :-IE. "'s•t6s, pp. formation (see 
-ED1 and cf. LOUD, OLD) on a base meaning 
SATISFY and repr. also by Gr. datos (:-*1.1sat6s) 
insatiate, hdden enough, L. sat, satis 
enough, satur sated (cf. SATURATE), Oir. 
sathech satiated, Lith. sotus satisfying. 
Hence saddEN5 sre·dn (dial.) make solid 
XVI; make sorrowful XVII; repl. tsad vb. 
(XIV) and (dial.) sade (OE. sadian). 

saddle sre·dl seat for a rider on an animal's 
back. OE. sadol, -ul = MDu. sadel (Du. 
zadel, zaal), OHG. satal, -ul (G. sattel), 
ON. sQoull :-Germ. (exc. Gothic) *saaulaz, 
perh. ult. (but not immed.) to be referred to 
the o-grade of IE. •sed- SIT, which is repr. 
in the parallel formations Goth. sitls seat 
(see SETTLE1), L. sella (:- *sedla), Gr. helld 
seat, OSl. sedulo saddle, see -LE1• Hence vb. 
OE. sadolian. 

Sadducee sre·djusi member of one of the 
three Jewish sects (the others being Phari
sees and Essenes) of the time of Christ. 
OE. sad(d)uceas, ME. saduceis, saduce(e)s, 
later Sadduces, pl.; -late L. Sadduc:;eus 
-late Gr. Saddoukatos, f. late Heb. Qadduqi, 
prob. f. personal name Qadduq, in Mas
soretic vocalization Qaaoq Zadok of the 
Eng. Bible (2. Sam. viii 17, etc.), the high 
priest of David's time from whom the 
.priesthood of the Captivity and later periods 
claimed to be descended. 

sadism sei·dizm, sii·dizm sexual perversion 
marked by love of cruelty. XIX. -F. 
sadisme, f. name of the Count (usu. called 
Marquis) de Sade (174o-t8I4), infamous 
for his crimes and the character of his 
writings; see -ISM. Also sa·disT, sadr-sTic. 

safe1 seif free from hurt or damage XIII 
(RG!ouc.); free from danger, secure XIV. 
ME. sauf, siif, orig. inflected sauve, save -
(O)F. sauf (AN. saf) = Pr. salv-s, sal-s, Sp., 
It. salvo :- L. salvu-s uninjured, entire, 
healthy (cf. SALUTARY, SAVE1), corr. in base 
and suffix to Gr. h6los (:- *solFos), Skr. 
iarvas whole, all :-IE. *solwos (cf. OL. 
sollus, W. holl whole :- IE. *solnos; see also 
SOLEMN, SOLICIT, SOLID). (jf For the vocal
ism cf. chafe, mavis, save, wafer. 

Phrases and comps. safe and sound (XIII) 
reflects F. sain et sauf, L. sanus et salvus, 
salvus sanus ; safe conduct (ME. sauf condut, 
etc. XIII)- (O)F. sauf conduit, medL. 
(Rom.) salvus conductus; sa·feGUARD (ME. 
sauf garde, xv; also saue warde XIV)- AN. 
salve garde, (O)F. sauve garde (AL. salva 
gardia XIV) = Sp., It. salvaguardia. 

safe2 seif receptacle for safe keeping. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Orig. save, f. SAVE1 ; later 
assim. to prec. 

safety seHti XIII (Cursor M., 'salvation'), 
ME. sauvete (three sylls. as still in Spenser's 
safetie). - (O)F. sauvete = Pr. saubetat, 
Sp. salvedad :- medL. salvitiitem, -tiis. See 
-TY 2• 



SAFFLOWER 

sam ower sre·flaua;~ (dried petals of) the 
plant Carthamus tinctorius. XVI (samfioure). 
- Du. sajfloer or G. sajflor - OF. sajfleur 
- It. tsaffiore, var. of asjiore, asfrole, 
zaffrole; infl. by assoc. with saffron and 
flower. 

saffron sre·fran (orange-red product of) the 
plant Crocus sativus XIII; autumn crocus xv. 
ME. saffran, safron- (O)F. safran (whence 
also MDu. saffraen, Du. saffraan, :\IHG. 
saffrtin, G. safran), corr. to Pr. safrd, It. 
zafferano, (with Arab. article prefixed) Sp. 
azqfran, Pg. a[:afriio- Arab. za[:/artin (so 
also in Pers., Turk., Hind.), of unkn. origin. 
q Of Eur. range. 

sag sreg subside xv; hang loose XVI; 
(naut.) drift xvn. The earliest exx. are 
from E. Anglian texts; corr. in form to 
Norw. dial. sagga walk slowly and heavily, 
in sense to lVILG. sacken, Du. zakken, Sw. 
sacka, Norw. dial. sakka subside, settle 
down, Da. sakke Jag behind, drop astern; 
perh. ult. of WScand. origin and adopted in 
LG. and Eng. first in nautical use. Hence 
sag sb. movement to leeward XVI; sub
sidence XIX. 

saga sa·ga medireval Norse narrative in 
prose. XVIII. - 0~. (Ice!.) saga SAW 2• 

sagacious sagei·Jas tof acute perception, 
esp. of smell; gifted with mental discern
ment. XVII. f. L. sagtic-, sagtix, f. *sdg-, repr. 
also by L. stigire discern acutely; see SEEK, 
-IOus. So sagaciTY sagre·siti XVI.- F. or L. 

sagamore sre·gam5;u SACHEM. XVII (Pur
chas). -Penobscot (Amer. Indian) sagamo. 
See SACHEM. 

sage1 seid3 plant of the labiate genus Salvia. 
XIV. ME. sauge- (O)F. sauge = Pr. saubja, 
Sp., It. salvia, Rum. salbie :- L. salvia 'the 
healing plant', f. salvus SAFE. q For the 
phonology cf. chafe, gauge, safe, Ralph reif. 

sage• seid3 wise XIII; sb. man of profound 
wisdom (in early use chiefly of the seven i 

traditional wise men) XIV. - (O)F. sage · 
(whence It. saggio), Pr. satge :- Gallo-Rom. 
*sapius (cf. L. nesapius ignorant), f. sapere 
(see SAPIENT). 

saggar sre·g;u, seggar se·g;u in ceramics, 
protecting case of fire-proof clay. XVIII. 
perh. a reduction of SAFEGUARD. 

Sagittarius sred3ite;:J·rias zodiacal con
stellation of the Archer, ninth zone of the 
zodiac. XIV (Gower). L., f. sagitta arrow; 
see -ARY. 

sago sei·gou (starch obtained from the pith 
of) the palm ::vletroxylon Jreve, etc. XVI 
(sagu; later sagow, sagoe; in XVIII, after Du., 
sago)- (orig. through Pg.) Malay stigii. Cf. 
F. sagou (xvm), Sp. sagzi, It. sogu, (from Du. 
or Eng.) G. sago. 

sagoin S;:Jgoi·n small S. Amer. monkey. 
XVII. - F. sagouin, tsagoin - Pg. saguim 
- Guarani sagui, fagui, 

SAKER 

sahib sihb title used by natives of India in 
addressing an Englishman or European. 
XVII. -Urdu use of Arab fdl:zib companion, 
friend, lord, master. 

Sahidic sahi·dik pert. to a dialect of Coptic 
spoken in Thebes and Upper Egypt. XIX. 
f. Arab. fa'id upper+ -I c. 

sail seil piece of canvas, etc. fastened to a 
mast, etc. to catch the wind OE. ; similar 
arrangement attached to the arms of a wind
mill xv. OE. seg(e)l = OFris. seil, OS. segel 
(Du. zeil), OHG. segal, -il (G. segel), ON. 
segl :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *seglam, of 
unkn. origin. So sail vb. OE. segl(i)an. 
sailor sei-laJ one professionally occupied 
with navigation, mariner. XVI. In earliest 
use sayler (see -ER1), later altered by assim. 
to agent-nouns in -OR1 (e.g. tailor) to dis
tinguish the designation of a regular calling 
from the unspecialized form. 

sainfoin sei·nfoin herb Onobrychis sativa; 
also lucerne, :\iedicago sativa. xvu. Early 
forms saintfoin, St. Foine - F. tsaintfoin 
(mod. sainjoin) orig.lucerne- modL. sanctum 
frenum 'holy hay' (whence holy hay XVII, G. 
heiligheu), alt. of siinum frenum 'wholesome 
hay', which was based on L. herba medica 
'healing plant', itself erron. alt. of herba 
Medica, Gr. MIJil<K~ 1r6a 'Median grass'. 

saint seint, (unstr.) sint, s(;;,)nt, s(;;,)n holy 
(prefixed to a name, now regarded as the sb. 
used attrib.); sb. canonized person; one of 
the elect of God XIV; person of great holi
ness XVI. OE. sanct (to which there are corr. 
forms in other Germ. langs.), superseded 
(XII) by seint(e), sant, saint (before a name 
with initial cons., sein, sayn)- OF. seint, 
(also mod.) saint, fern. seinte, sainte, prefixed 
occas. tsain = Pr. san(c)t, Sp., Pg., It. 
santo (prefixed before a cons., Pr., Sp., It. 
san, Pg. sao) :- L. sanctus sacred, holy, prop. 
pp. of sancfre (see SANCTION), used sb. in 
the Vulgate, e.g. Ps. xxix s. Hence sai·ntLY1• 

XVII. 

sake1 seik tstrife, contention (in OE. also, 
legal suit); tguilt OE.; tcharge, ground of 
accusation XII; surviving in phr. for the sake 
of xm (prob. modelled on ON. fyrir e-s 
sakir or sQkum because of, fyrir mlnum 
sQkum for my behalf, for my part). OE. 
sacu = OFris. sake, OS. saka (Du. zaak), 
OHG. sahha (G. sache), ON. SQk :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *sako affair, thing, cause, legal 
action, accusation, crime, f. *sak-, repr. also 
by OE. sacan quarrel, claim at Jaw, accuse, 
OS. sakan accuse, OHG. sahhan strive, 
quarrel, rebuke, OE. smc (:- *sakjo), Goth. 
sakjo (:- *sakjon) strife (whence Finnish, 
Lappish sakko duty), rei. to *sok-, repr. by 
SEEK. See also FORSAKE, KEEPSAKE, NAME
SAKE, RANSACK, BACKLESS. 

sake" sa·ki fermented liquor made from 
rice. XVII (saque). J ap. 

saker sei·kaJ large lanner falcon, Falco 
sacer XIV (sacre, sagre); old form of cannon 
XVI. - (O)F. sacre, corr. to Sp., Pg. sacro, 
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It. sagro, medL. sacer- Arab. faqr; identi
fied with L. sacer SACRED, partly through 
assoc. with Gr. Upaf falcon, l£p&s sacred. 
(So MHG. sacker, G. sakerfalk.) t]j For the 
application to a cannon, derived from F. 
and It., cf. falconet (s.v. FALCON), musket. 

saki sii·ki S. Amer. monkey. XVIII. -F. 
saki (Buffon), irreg. - Tupi fahy, corr. to 
Guarani fagui (see SAGOIN), whence Du. 
sagwijn, of which the dim. sagwijntje is 
repr. by sakawinki srekawi·IJki white
headed saki (xvm). 

salaam salii·m Oriental salutation, in full 
(as)saliim 'alaikum peace be unto you, cere
monious obeisance accompanying this XVII. 
-Arab. saliim = He b. shiilom peace. Hence 
vb.xvii. 

salacious salei·Jas sexually wanton. XVII. 
f. L. saliici-, saliix, f. base of satire leap; see 
SALIENT, SALTATION, -IOUS. 

salad sre·lad cold dish of herbs or vege
tables. XV. - (O)F. salade- Pr. sa/ada = 
Oit. salata, Pg. sa/ada (cf. It. insalata, Sp. 
ensalada) :-Rom. *saliita, sb. use (sc. 
herba) of pp. fern. of *saliire (cf. F. saler, 
etc.) salt, f. L. siil SALT. t]j In gen. Eur. use, 
e.g. Du. salade, G., Da. salat, Russ. saldt. 

salamander sre·lamimda.J lizard-like ani
mal supposed to live in fire XIV; tailed 
amphibian; poker used red-hot XVII. -
(O)F. salamandre- L. salamandra- Gr. 
salamdndrii. 

sal-ammoniac srelamou·nirek ammonium 
chloride. XIV (salarmoniak). - L. sal am
moniacus, medL. sal armoniacum; see SALT, 
AMMONIAC. 

salary sre·lari fixed pay for regular work. 
XIV (PPI.). -AN. salarie = (O)F. salaire, 
Sp., It. salario - L. saliirium orig. money 
allowed to Roman soldiers for the purchase 
of salt, (hence) pay, stipend, sb. use (sc. 
argentum money) of saliirius, f. siil SALT; 
see -ARY. 

sale seil act of selling. Late OE. sala- ON. 
sala = OHG. sala, f. base of Germ. *saljan 
SELL. Hence sa·l(e)ABLE. XVI. salesMAN 
sei-lzman. XVI ; see -s. 

salempore sre·l;,mp5a.J blue cotton cloth 
formerly made at Nellore, India, XVI 
(sarampura, salampora) corr. to Du. salam
porij (xvu), F. salempouri (xvm), prob. f. 
*Salempur (pur town) Salem in the pro
vince of Madras, India. 

salep sre·l;,p nutritive substance made from 
the tubers of certain orchids. XVIII. -F. 
salep, Sp. satep, Pg. salepo - Turkish stilep 
-Arab. sa'leb, local var. of tha'leb, taken to 
be the shortening of khasyn 'th-tha'lab 
orchis, lit. 'fox's testicles' (cf. dogstones). 
The . once common var. saloop salu·p 
(xvm) has the derived sense of 'hot drink' 
consisting of an infusion of salep. 

saleratus srelarei-t;,s (U.S.) impure bi
carbonate of potash (soda) used in baking-

SALLOW 

powders. XIX. - modL. sal tier titus' AERATED 
SALT'. 

Salian1 sei·lian XVII. f. L. Salii priests of 
Mars; referred by the ancients to satire leap; 
see SALIENT, -IAN, 

Salian • sei·li;,n XVII. f. late L. Salii tribe 
of Franks living near the Zuyder Zee; see 
-IAN. So Salrc sre·lik, sei-lik XVI; inS. law, 
tr. lex Salica, a Frankish code in which it 
was provided (LIX § s) that a woman could 
have no portion of the inheritance of 'Salic 
land' (terra Salica, the meaning of which is 
disputed). 

salicional s;,li·J;,n;,l (mus.) reedy organ 
stop. XIX. - G. salicional, f. L. salic-, salix 
willow, SALLow1. Also salicet sre·liset. XIX. 
G.; for the ending cf. dulcet. 

salicyl sre·lisil (chem.) diatomic radical of 
salicy·lrc acid. XIX. -F. salicyle, £. L. 
salic-, salix SALLOW1 ; see -YL. 

salient sei·liant leaping (first in her.) XVI; 
jetting forward, pointing outward XVII; 
prominent XVIII; sb. salient part or angle 
XIX. - L. salient-, -ens, prp. of satire leap; 
see SALTATION, -ENT; cf. F. sail[ant, 8. point 
tthe heart as it first appears in an embryo, 
(hence) first beginning, starting-point (xvn, 
Sir T. Browne), tr. modL. punctum saliens 
(cf. F. point saillant), the source of which is 
Aristotle's 'Historia Animalium' VI iii TovTo 

o.l Cl7Jf1-€'iov 1T'J0fi. t<al f(W£Zra• WU1T€p £p.if;vxov This 
point (i.e. the heart appearing as a speck of 
blood) leaps and moves as if alive. 

saline sei'lain, s;,lai·n pert. to salt xv; sb. 
salt lake, etc. ; saline purge XIX. - medL. 
salinum (in L. only sb. siilinre salt works, salt 
pits, siilinum saltcellar); f. L. sal SALT; see 
-INE1• 

saliva s;,lai·v;, spittle. XVII (anglicized 
salyue c.r4oo). L. saliva. So tsali·vAL1• 

xvn. - modL. saliviilis. salivARY sre·liv;,ri. 
XVIII. - L, sa[iviirius. sa·livATE3 • XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. saliviire. salivA'TION pro
duction of saliva. XVI. -F. or late L. 

salleeman sre·limren (hist.) Moorish pirate 
ship. xvn. f. Sallee, name of a Moroccan 
seaport+MAN, as in man-of-war, merchant
man, East-lndiaman. 

sallender sre·lind;,.J earlier sellender, (now 
only pl.) dry scab on a horse's hock. XVI 
(Fitzherbert). Of unkn. origin, but with 
a remarkable formal parallel in MALANDER 
(xv). F. solandre is recorded much later 
(xvn). 

sallet sre·lit, salade s;,lii·d globular head
piece in medireval armour. xv. -F. salade, 
- Pr. salada, It. celata, or Sp. celada- Rom. 
*creliita, sb. use (sc. cassis, galea helmet) of 
fern. pp. of L. creliire engrave, f. ca;lum 
chisel :- *kaidlom, f. *kaid- cut (cf. -CIDE). 
The form in -et arose from reduction of the 
final syll. due to initial stress. 

sallow1 sre·lou (dial.) willow. OE. (Angl.) 
salh (repr. directly by dial. saugh, tsalfe XIV) 
;- Germ, *salxaiii (whence F. saute), rei. to 
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OHG. salaha (G. in comp. saljweide) :
"'salxon, and ON. selja (whence north. dial. 
seal XVI, Spenser) :- "'salxjon, and outside 
Germ. to L. salix, Gr. (Arcadian) lzelike, 
Oir. sail (g. saileclz), W. helyg. The forms 
sallow (ME. salwe) and (chiefly western and 
southern) sally descend from OE. inflexional 
salg., salig-. 

sallow• s:e·lou of a sickly or brownish 
yellow. OE. salo dusky, dark (cf. saluwig 
dusky, salwed darkened) = MDu. salu, 
saluwe discoloured, dirty, OHG. salo, 
salaw- dark-coloured (G. dial. sal), ON. 
s(Jlr yellow :-Germ. *salwa- (whence F. 
sale, It. tsalavo dirty); cf. Russ. sol6vyj 
cream-coloured. For the vocalism, cf. FAL
Low• yellow. 

sally s:e·li sortie from a besieged place XVI; 
sudden start or outburst XVII ; sprightly 
remark XVIII. - (O)F. saillie, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of saillir, refash. (cf. FAIL) of OF. salir 
:- L. salire (see SALTATION). Hence sa·lly 
vb. XVI. 

Sally Lunn s:e·li IA·n kind of tea-cake. 
XVIII. Said to be so named after a woman 
who made and cried them in Bath. 

salmagundi s:elm;)gA·ndi dish of chopped 
meat with condiments. XVII. -F. salmi
gondis, t-gondin (Rabelais), of unkn. origin. 

salmi s:e·lmi ragout of game. xvm. 
shortening of F. salmigondis; see prec. 

salmiac sre·lmi:ek native sal-ammoniac. 
XVIII. -G. salmiak, contr. of L. sal ammo
niacus SAL-AMMONIAC. 

salmon s:e·m;)n large fish of the genus 
Salmo, esp. S. salar. XIII (sa(l)moun). -
AN. sa(u)moun, (O)F. saumon = Pr. salmo, 
Sp. salmon, It. salmone :- L. salmonern, 
salmo (Pliny), rel. to salar trout or young 
salmon. g For the repr. of OF. au by re 
cf. savage, scabbard, and the (now vulgar 
or dial.) pronunc. sre·sid3 of sausage. 

salon sre·l5 large reception room. xvm. 
- F. salon; see next. 

saloon S;)lu·n large apartment for assem
blies, etc. XVIII; large cabin or railway 
carriage; (U.S.) drinking bar XIX. -F. 
salon- It. salone (whence also Sp. sal6n, 
Pg. saliio), augm. of sala ( = Pr., Sp. sala, 
OF. sale, mod. F. salle)- Rom. *sala hall 
- Germ. *salaz, *saliz, repr. by OE. s:;el, 
OHG. sal (G. saal) and OE. sele, OS. seli, 
OHG. sali, seli, ON. salr; see -OON. 

saloop see SALEP. 

Salopian salou·pian pert. to Shropshire. 
XVIII. f. Salop sre·lap, alternative name of 
Shropshire, evolved from Salopesberia (XI) 
and Salopescire (xi), AN. alt. of ME. forms 
of OE. Scrobbesbyrig Shrewsbury and 
Strobbesbyrigscir Shropshire; see -IAN. 

salpiglossis srelpiglo·sis genus of scro· 
phulariaceous plants. XIX. modL., irreg. 
f. Gr. sdlpigx trumpet + glOssa tongue; so 
named from its trumpet-shaped corolla. 

SALIITARY 

salsify s:e·lsifi purple goatsbeard, Trago
pogon porrifolius. xvm. - F. sals~fis (also 
tsalsefie, -fique, tsassefrique)- It. tsalsejica 
(mod. sassefrica), earlier terba salsijica; of 
unkn. origin. 

salt s~lt substance (sodium choride) pre
pared as a condiment OE.; (old chem.) 
solid non-inflammable substance having a 
taste XIV; (mod. chem.) compound formed 
by an acid with a basic radical XVIII. OE. 
salt, sealt := OS. salt (Du. zout), (O)HG. 
salz, 0~ .• Goth. salt:- CGerm. *saltam, 
sb. use of adj. *saltaz (see below), extension 
of IE. (exc. Indo-Iran.) *sal-, repr. (with 
variations) by L. sal, sal- (whence F. sel, 
Pr., Sp., It. sale, Rum. sare), Gr. lzdls, OS!. 
sali (Russ. sol'), Lett. stils, Oir. salann, \V. 
lzalen, Toch. sale. So salt adj. OE. s(e)alt = 
OFris. salt, ON. saltr. salt vb. OE. s(e)altan 
(pp. salten) = MLG. solten, Du. zouten, 
OHG. sal::ran (pp. gisalzan), ON. salta, 
Goth. saltan; cf. L. sal(l)ire (salt- :- *sald-; 
and salsus :- *saldt6s). Hence sa·ltY1• xv. 

saltation s:eltei·Jan leaping, dancing. xvn. 
- L. saltatio(n-), f. salttire dance, frequent. 
of salfre leap, rei. to Gr. hdllesthai; see 
-ATION. So saltato·rrAL xvm, sa·ltatORY 2 

xvn. - L. saltatorius. 
saltcellar so·ltse:la.r small table vessel for 

holding salt. xv. f. SALT+saler, sel(l)er 
-AN. *saler(e), OF. sal(l)iere (mod. saliere), 
also salier, corr. to Pr., It. saliera; Rom. f. L. 
sal SALT. The sp. was finally assim. to 
cellar, through seller, sellar. 

saltern s/:..Jt:;.rn (hist.) salt-works. OE. 
sealt:;ern, f. sealt SALT+ :;ern dwelling, build
ing, house (cf. BAR.."i, RANSACK). 

saltigrade s:e·ltigreid (zoo!.) spider having 
legs developed for leaping. xrx. - modL. 
Saltigrad:;e pl., f. L. saltus leap +gradistep; 
cf. SALTATION, GRADE. 

saltimbanco s:eltimb:e·IJkou mountebank. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). - It. saltimbanco 
(whence F. saltimbanque), f. saltare leap+in 
on+banco bench; see SALTATION, BANK 2• 

saltire sre·ltaia.r (her.) ordinary in the form 
of a St. Andrew's cross X. XIV. Early forms 
sawturou1·e, sawtire, later saltier, -ire- OF. 
saut(e)our, -ouer, sau(l)toir stirrup cord 
(perh. forming a deltoid figure when in 
use), stile with cross-pieces, saltire :
medL. saltatorium, sb. use of n. of salta
torius SALTATORY. 

saltpetre s~:ltpi·ta.r potassium nitrate. 
nitre. xvr. alt., by assim. to SALT, of 
tsalpetre (XIV)- (O)F. salpetre- medL. sal
petra, pro b. for "'sal petr;e 'salt of rock', i.e. 
sal SALT, petr:;e, g. of petra (cf. PETRIFY) j the 
substance being so named because it occurs 
as an incrustation on stones. 

salubrious saJiu·bri;)s health-giving. XVI· 
f. L. saliibris, f. saliis health; see next and 
-IOus. So salu·briTY xv. L. 

salutary sre·ljutari conducive to wellbeing 
xv (Caxton; earlier tsalutaire); conducive 
to health XVII. - (O)F. salutaire or L. 
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salutdris, f. salut-, saliis health, welfare, 
greeting, salutation, rel. to salvus SAFE; see 
-ARY. So salutA·TION greeting in words XIV 
(Wycl. Bible)- (O)F. salutation or L. salUtd
tio(n-), f. salUtdre, whence salute s<~l'ii·t 
greet XIV (Wycl. Bible; repl. earlier tsalue 
- (O)F. saluer); (mil. and naval) XVI. 
salu·te sb. XIV; partly- (O)F. salut (as sb. 
to saluer), partly f. the Eng. vb. 

salvage sre·lvid3 payment to persons who 
have saved a ship or its cargo ; action of 
saving a ship, etc. ; property salved XVII. 
- (O)F. salvage- medL. salvagium, f. L. 
salvdre SAVE; see -AGE. Hence, by back
formation, salve vb. • srelv save from loss 
at sea or by fire XVIII; sa·lvoR\ tsalver XVII. 

salvation srelvei·Jan 'saving of the soul XIII 
(AncrR.); preservation, means of this XIV 
(Ch.). ME. sa(u)vacioun, salv-- OF. sauva
cion, salv- (mod. salvation) = Pr., Sp. 
salvacion, It. salvazione -late L. salvdtio(n-), 
rendering Gr. awT'T)pla, f. salvdre SAVE1 ; see 
-ATION. 

salve sav, srelv healing ointment. OE. salf, 
sealj(e) = OS. saloa (Du. zalf), OHG. salba 
(G. salbe) :-Germ. (not Scand.) *saloo :
*solpii; cf. Skr. sarpis clarified butter, 
srPras greasy, Gr. 6lpe, 6lpis oil-flask, elpos 
oil. So salve vb.1 tanoint OE.; heal, 
remedy XIII; soothe (irritation, an uneasy 
conscience) XIX (partly by assoc. with tsalve 
clear up, explain - L. salviire). OE. s(e)al
fian = OFris. salvia, OS. saloon (Du. zalven), 
OHG. salbon (G. salben), Goth. salbon 
(whence Goth. salbons). 

salver sre·lv<~:t tray for handing things on. 
XVII. f. F. salve tray for presenting objects 
to the king, or its source Sp. salva tfore
tasting or assaying of food or drink, tray on 
which assayed food was placed, f. salvar 
SAVE, render safe, assay; the ending -er is 
due to assoc. with platter. t][ Server occurs 
with the same meaning in late XVII and was 
prob. assoc. with this word through the 
pronunc. sarver. 

salvia sre·lvi<~ genus of Labiatre, including 
sage. XIX. modL. (Tournefort, 1700) use of 
L. salvia, SAGE1• 

salvo1 sre·lvou saving clause ; dishonest 
mental reservation xvn ; expedient for 
saving one's reputation or soothing one's 
conscience, etc. XVIII (cf. SALVE vb.1). - L. 
salvo, abl. of n. of salvus uninjured, intact, 
SAFE, occurring as the first word of medL. 
law phr. such as salvo jure (abl. of L. jiis 
right) without prejudice to the right of, 
salvo servicio forinseco foreign service ex
cepted (cf. SAVE 2). 

salvo2 sre·lvou simultaneous discharge of 
firearms, esp. as a salute. XVII. repl. earlier 
(XVI) tsalve (rarely tsalvee) and occas. 
tsalva, by substitution of -o for -a (cf. 
-ADO); ult. -It. salva (whence F. salve). 

sal volatile srel v<~lre·tili aromatic solution 
of ammonium carbonate. XVII. - modL. 
sa[ voliiti[e; see SALT1 VOLATILE. 

SAMOYED 
sam srem (sl.) oath. XIX. prob. shortening 
of tsalmon, tsalomon, cant term for 'alter 
or masse' (Harman's 'Caveat', 1567), in 
phr. tby the salomon, tby salmon (XVII), 
presumably a perverted use of L. (Vulg.) 
Salomon Solomon. 

Samaritan s<~mre·rit;m pert. to, native of, 
Samaria in Palestine XIV; Aramaic dialect 
spoken in Samaria XVII. - late L. Samari
tiinus, f. Gr. Samareites, f. Samareiii; see 
-ITE, -AN. (OE. had g.pl. Samaritdna and 
adj. Samaritiinisc.) 

sambo sre·mbou half-breed, mostly be
tween Negro and Indian. XVIII. - Sp. 
zambo (also in Eng. use XIX), identified with 
zambo bandy-legged; but Samboses (pl.) is 
the name of a W. African tribe in Hawkins's 
voyage (I564-5) printed by Hakluyt; prob. 
not the same as sambo nickname for a negro 
(XIX), which may be Foulah samba uncle. 

Sam Browne srem braun officer's belt in
troduced by General Sam J. Browne (1824-
190I). XX. 

sambur sre·mba:t Indian elk. XVII. Hindi. 

same seim not different, identical. XII 
(Orm). -ON. same m., sama fern., n. = 
OHG., Goth. sama :-Germ. adj. *samaz 
(repr. otherwise only by the derived adv., as 
in OE. swd same, OS. so sama, -o just as or 
like, OHG. sama, samo likewise) :-. IE. 
*som6s, whence also Skr. samds level, equal, 
same, Gr. homos (see HOMo-), Oir. som 
same; the vars. *sem- *som- *sam- of the 
base are seen in L. simul at the same time, 
SIMULTANEOUS, simi[is SIMILAR, SANSKRIT, 
Gr. hefs one (:- *sems), SEEM, and SOME. 
t][ Superseded ILK and SELF in gen. use; 
combined with self in selfsame (xv, Lydg.) 
parallel with OHG. selbsama in just the same 
way, Norw., Da. selvsamme very same. 

samite sre·mait (hist.) rich silk fabric. XIII. 
-OF. samit, corr. to Pr. samit, It. sciamito, 
Sp.jamete, ult.- medL. examitum- medGr. 
hexdmiton (whence also MHG. samit, G. 
samt velvet, 081. aksamitil), f. Gr. hexa
HEXA- +mitos thread; the ref. to sixth thread 
is variously explained. 

samlet sre·mlit young salmon. XVII (Wal
ton). alt. of earlier samonet XVI (f. SALMON+ 
-ET) by assoc. with -LET. 

Samnite sre·mnait one of a people of an
cient Italy, believed to be an offshoot of the 
Sabines. XIV (Sampnites, Gower). - L. Sam
nites (pl.), rel. to Sabinus SABINE; see -ITE. 

samovar sremova•:t Russian tea urn. XIX. 
- Russ. samovar, f. samo- self- + stem of 
varit' boil. 

Samoyed sremoi·ed one of a people native 
to W. Siberia and N. Russ. coastal area 
XVII; (also -ede) breed of dog XIX.- Russ. 
samoed, prob. f. Lapp. Norw. (Vasmer). 
t][ Earlier interpreted as 'self-eater', i.e. 
'cannibal', e.g. by Purchas 1613. 



SAMPAN 

sampan sre·mpren small Chinese boat. 
XVII. Chinese san pan, f. san three, pan 
board. 

samphire sre·mfai<JJ the plant Crithmum 
maritimum. XVI (sampere, sampiere)- F. 
(herbe de) Saint Pierre 'St. Peter's herb'; 
the later form may be due to assim. to 
camphire, var. of CAMPHOR. 

sample sa·mpl tillustrative or confirma
tory fact, etc. ; texample, warning XIII 
(Cursor M.); specimen of material or goods 
xv. Aphetic - AN. assample, var. of OF. 
essample EXAMPLE. Hence vb. XVI. Cf. 
ENSAMPLE. 

Sampler sa:mpl<JJ texample, pattern Xlll 
(Cursor M.); beginner's exercise in em
broidery done on canvas XVI. Aphetic -
OF. essamplaire, var. of essemplaire EXEM
PLAR. 

Samson's post sre•ms<Jnz poust (POST1 ) 

tkind of mousetrap having a triangular 
pillar XVI; (naut.) strong pillar or stanchion 
XVIII. prob. with allusion to Judges xvi 29 
('And Samson took hold of the two middle 

pillars .. .'). 
sanatorium sren<lt5<l'fi<Jm establishment 

for the treatment of invalids; room for the 
sick. xrx. - modL. sanatorium, f. pp. stem 
of L. saniire heal, f. siinus healthy, SANE; see 
-ATE3, -ORIUM. 

sanbenito srenbeni·tou (under the Sp. In
quisition) penitent heretic's garment. XVI. 
- Sp. sambenito, f. San Benito St. Benedict; 
so called ironically from its resemblance 
in shape to the Benedictine scapular. 

sanctify sre·l)ktifai tconsecrate, hallow 
XIV (Gower); make holy xv. In earliest 
use seintifie- OF. saintifier, later influenced 
by sanctifier - ChrL. sanctificiire (Tertul
lian), f. L. sanctus holy (sAINT). So 
sanctificA·TION. xvr. - ChrL. sanctificii
tio(n-). sanctimoniOus sreiJktimou·ni<Js 
+holy, sacred; affecting sanctity. XVII. f. L. 
sanctimonia sanctity; superseding tsancti
mo·niAL (xvr) -late L.; thence sa·ncti
MON,Y tsanctity XVI; affected holiness XVII, 
sanction sre·IJkJ;~n tiaw, decree XVI; (leg.) 
penalty exacted to compel obedience; clause 
of a Jaw prescribing this; motive, etc. 
involved therein; binding force XVII ; influ
ential encouragement XVIII. -F. sanclion 
authoritative approval of a law, penalty 
prescribed in an enactment; (gen.) approval 
- L. sanctio(n-) act of establishing as in
violable under a penalty, clause decreeing a 
penalty, f. sanct-, pp. stem of sancire render 
inviolable, decree, ratify, forbid under 
penalty, f. var. (with nasal infix) of base of 
sacer SACRED; hence vb. XVIII ; partly after 
F. sanctionner. sa·nctiTY holiness XIV; 
sacredness XVII (Sh.); partly (in forms 
sauntite, saintite)- OF. sain(c)tite (mod. 
saintett!) = Pr. sanctetat, etc.; partly immcd. 
- L. sanctitiis. sanctuary sre·l)ktju<lri 
building for religious worship XIV (R. 
Rolle); part of a church immediately sur-

SANDIVER 

rounding the altar; sacred place giving im
munity from arrest; also fig. xrv (Ch., 
vVyclif). -AN. sanctuarie, (O)F. sanctuaire, 
Pr. sanctuari, etc. - L. sanctuiirium, f. 
sanctus, after SACRARIUM. (OF. forms more 
commonly had saint-, whence Eng. forms in 
"tsaint-, tseint-, sent- xrv-xvr.) sanctum 
sa:·IJ'tam holy place of the Jewish taber
nacle XVI ; short for sanctum sanctorum in the 
second sense xrx. L., n. sg. of sanctus. 
sanctum sanctorum sre·IJ't<lm sreiJk_ 
t5<l'r<lm (also pl. sancta sanctorum in sg. 
sense, as in the Vulgate,Ezek.xliv 13 etc. ,after 
the use of LXX) Holy of Holies of the Jewish 
temple XIV; person's private retreat XVIII. 
L., n. sg. and n. g. pl. of sanctus, tr. ( = LXX 
To aywv Twv aylwv) of Heb. qodesh haqqo
dashim holy of holies. sanctus sre·r)kt;,s 
the 'angelic hymn' (see Isa. vi 3), beginning 
Sanctus sanctus sanctus Holy, holy, holy, 
which concludes the preface to the Eucha
ristic canon (see also TERSANCTl:S). XIV 
(Wyclif). L. (See SAINT.) 

sand srend material consisting of finely 
comminuted particles of rocks. OE. sand = 
OFris. sand, sond, OS. sand, OHG. sant 
(Du. zand, G. sand), ON. sandr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *sandam, *sandaz (whence 
Finn. santa) :- *sam(a)dam, -az (cf. MHG. 
sampt), rel. to Gr. hdmathos sand, L. sabu
lum (cf. SABULOUS). Hence sa·ndY1

• OE. 
sandig. 

sandaP sa:·nd(<J)! covering for the sole of 
the foot xrv (Wycl. Bible); half-shoe for 
ceremonial wear xv. - L. sandalium (pl. 
sandalia, whence as fern. sg. (O)F. sandale, 
Sp. sandalia)- Gr. sanddlion, dim. of 
sdndalon (c'Eo!ic sdmbalon) wooden shoe, 
pro b. of Asiatic origin (cf. Pers. sandal shoe). 
t1[ Of CEur. range. 

sandal" sre·nd(<l)l scented wood of species of 
Santalum. XIV. - medL. sandalum (with var. 
santalum), whence OF. sandal, (also mod.) 
san tal, tsandle, "tsandre (whence sanders XIV); 
Sp. sdndalo, It. sandalo, ult.- Skr. landanas, 
through Pers. landal, Arab. ~andal, late Gr. 
sdndanon, sdntalon. (jj Of CEur. range. 

sandarac sre·ndara:k A. realgar XVI; B. 
resin of a K.vV. African tree; tC. bee-bread 
XVII. - L. sandamca - Gr. sandardke, -dkhe, 
of Asiatic origin; the connexion between the 
senses is not clear; cf. F. sandaraque, Sp., 
It. sandaraca in A and/or B, Arab. sandariis, 
sandalus in B, Pers., Urdu sandaros in A 
and B. 

sand-blind sre·ndblaind (arch. and dial.) 
half-blind, purblind. xv. repr. ult. OE. 
*samblind, f. sam- half- (as in samcucu = 
OIIG siimiquec, half-alive), shortening of 
\'VGerm. *sami- (repr. by OS. siim-, OHG. 
siimi-) :- IE. *semi- SEMI- + BLIND j assim. 
to SAND. 

sanders see SA!'IDAL 2• 

sandiver sre·ndiv<JJ scum rising through 
g~ass in a state of fusion. XIV (saundyuer). 
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SANDWICH 

corr. of F. suint de verre (xvn), i.e. suint 
exudation from wool (formerly tsuin, 
*'sudin, f. suer sweat :- L. siidare), de of, 
verre glass :- L. vitrum (cf. VITREous); pre
sumably assim. to SAND. 

sandwich sre·ndwitJ article of food con
sisting of two slices of bread with meat, etc. 
between them. XVIII (Gibbon, 1762). f. 
name of John Montagu, 4th earl of Sand
wich (r7r8-I792), for whom the device was 
said to have been invented so that he might 
not leave the gaming-table, at which he 
spent twenty-four hours without other 
refreshment. 

sane sein sound in mind XVII (of sane 
memorie, repr. law L. sanre memorire); 
thealthy in body. - L. sanus. So saniTY 
sre·niti tbodily health XV; mental sound
ness xvn (Sh.). - L. sanitiis. 

sang-froid safrwa· coolness, indifference. 
XVIII (Chesterfield). F., 'cold blood' (L. 
sanguis, frigidus). 

sangreal sre!]grei-1 holy grail. xv. - OF. 
saint graal; see SAINT, GRAIL 2

• tJ1 The sp. 
has been infl. by assoc. with OF. sang real 
royal blood. 

sanguinary sre·l)gwin;}ri bloody; blood
thirsty. XVII. - L. sanguinarius, f. sanguin-, 
sanguis blood; see -ARY and cf. F. sangui
naire, etc. So sa·nguine blood-red XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch., Trevisa); pert. to the 
physiological complexion in which blood 
predominates over the other humours XIV 
(Ch., Gower, Trevisa); disposed to hope
fulness xvr. - (O)F. sanguin, fern. -ine- L. 
sanguineus (whence sangui·nEous XVI). 
sangui·nolent. xv. - L. See -ULENT. 

sanhedrim sre·nidrim highest court and 
supreme council of the Jews at Jerusalem. 
xvr. - late Heb. sanhedrin - Gr. sunedrion 
council, f. sun together (SYN-)+hMra seat 
(see SIT). tJ1 The common incorrect form in 
-im seems to be due to the notion that the 
orig. -in was the Aram. pl. suffix equiv. to 
Heb. -im. 

sanicle sre·nikl umbelliferous plant Sani
cula europa:a. xv. -OF. sanicle- medL. 
sanicula, -ulum, perh. f. L. sdnus healthy 
(SANE), with ref. to the plant's reputed 
healing powers. 

sanies sei·niiz (med.) thin fcetid pus. XVI. 
- L. sanies. 

sanitary sre·nit;}ri pert. to health or to 
sanitation. XIX. - F. sanitaire, f. L. sanitas 
health, f. sanus healthy (SANE); see -ARY. 
Hence (irreg.) sanitA·TION. XIX. 

sanity see SANE. 
sanjak sa:·nd3rek administrative district of 
Turkey. XVI. -Turk. sanjaq (lit.) banner. 
So sa·njakBEG, -BEY xvi. 

sans srenz (arch., chiefly after Sh. 'A.Y.L.' 
II vii r66) without. XIII. ME. san, saun, 
sans, saunz- OF. san, sanz (also mod. sans), 
earlier sen(s) = Pr. sen(e)s, OSp. senes, sen 
(mod. sin), Pg. sem, tsen, Olt. sen:- Rom. 

SAP AN 

*sene, for L. sine, partly infl. by L. absentia 
(abl.) in the ABSENCE of (whence Pr. sensa, 
It. senza). tJ1 Before Sh. mainly in phr. 
direct from OF., e.g. sans delay, sans fail, 
sans pity. 

sansculotte srenzkjuhJ"t, l!sakiilat in the 
French Revolution, a republican of the 
poorer classes in Paris. XVIII (I790). F., f. 
sans without (see prec.) + culotte knee
breeches, f. cul buttocks :- L. ciilu-s; usu. 
taken to mean lit. 'one who wears trousers 
(pantalon), not knee-breeches'. 

sanserif srense·rif printing type without 
serifs. XIX. prob. f. SANS+SERIF. 

Sanskrit, Sanscrit sre·nskrit ancient and 
sacred language of India, the oldest known 
member of the IE. group. XVII (Samescretan 
Purchas; Sanscreet). - Skr. sat{lskrta (n. 
sat{lskrtam) put together, well formed, 
highly wrought, elaborated, perfected, f. 
sam together (rei. to sama SAME) + kr make, 
do, perform + pp. ending -to. 

Santa Claus sre·nt;} kl5z imaginary person 
who brings presents for children on Christ
mas Eve. XVIII (St. A Claus), XIX (Santiclaus, 
Longfellow). orig. U.S.- Du. dial. Sante 
Klaas (Du. Sint Klaas) i.e. sant, sint SAINT, 
Klaas, abbrev. of Nicolaas Nicholas (patron 
of children). 

santon sre·nton marabout. XVI. -F. 
san ton - Sp. san ton ( = Pg. santiio ), f. santo 
SAINT j cf. -OON. 

sap1 srep vital juice of plants OE. ; sap
wood, alburnum xv. OE. srep, corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du. sap, OHG. saf (G. saft, 
whence Sw., Da. saft), prob. repr. Germ. 
*'sapam, *'sappam, and rei. to ON. safi (Sw. 
saf) :- *'safon or *'saoon :-IE. •sapon- (cf. 
L. sapa must boiled until it is thick, whence 
(O)F. seve, Pr., Sp. saba sap, It. sapa). Hence 
sa·pLING1 young tree xv; young person XVI 
(Sh.); sa·pSKULL simpleton XVIII j cf. SAP'. 

sap 2 srep tundermining a defence; con
struction of covered trenches to approach a 
besieged place XVI ; trench so constructed 
XVII. Early forms zappe, sappe- It. zappa 
(Piedmontese sappa) and the derived F. 
tsappe, tzappe (now sape) spade, spade
work; cf. Sp. zapa, late L. sappa (vi), 
zappa. Hence sap vb. dig a sap XVI ; under
mine XVII; weaken insidiously (assoc. with 
SAP\ as if 'drain the sap from') XVIII. -F. 
saper, tsapper- It. zappare; cf. Sp. sapar; 
prob. of Arab. origin. 

sap 3 srep (school sl.) studious pupil. XVIII 
(Chesterfield). perh. f. fig. use of SAP vb. 

sap4 srep (colloq.) simpleton XIX (Scott). 
Short for sapskull (xvm) 'skull of sapwood' 
(see SAP1). 'lJ Cf. sappy foolish (xvn). 

sapajou sre·pad3ii S. Amer. monkey. XVII. 
-F. sapajou, given by d'Abbeville as a 
Cayenne word. 

sapan, sappan sre·p;)n dye-wood obtained 
from the genus Cresalpina. XVI. - Du. 
sapan- Malay sapay (whence also F. sapan, 
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SAPHENA 

Pg. sapao), of S. Indian origin (cf. Tamil 
shappangam, Malayalam chapainiam). 

saphena safi·na name of two veins in the 
leg. XIV. - medL. saphena- Arab. rafin. 

sapid sre·pid savoury, palatable; having a 
taste. XVII. - L. sapidus, f. sapere; see next 
and -ID1 • 

sapient sei·piant (now usu. iron.) wise. xv. 
- OF. sapient or L. sapient-, -ens, prp. of 
sapere have a taste, be sensible or wise, rei. 
to OS. afisebbian perceive, notice, OHG. 
intiseffen notice, taste, OE. sefa mind, 
understanding, OS. seoo, ON. sefi; see -E:-IT. 
So sa·piENCE. XIV. - OF. - L. sapientia. 
sapientiAL srepie·nJal tpert. to wisdom 
xv; pert. to the 'wisdom' books of the Bible 
XVI. - F. sapiential or ChrL. sapientiiilis. 

sapodilla srepodi-la (fruit of) the evergreen 
tree Achras Sapota. XVII. - Sp. zapotillo 
(whence F. sapotille), dim. of zapote 
SAPOTA; the change of t to d occurs also in 
Du. sapodille, G. sapodilla. 

saponaceous sreponei·Jas soapy. XVIII. 
f. modL. saponaceus, f. L. sapon- SOAP; see 
-ACEOUS. 

sapor sei·p5.I taste. xv. - L. sapor, f. sapere 
have a taste; see SAPIENT and cf. SAVOt:R. 

sapota sapou·ta (fruit of) the tree Achras 
Sapota. xvr. In XVI-XVII tsapote- Sp .• 
Pg. zapote (whence F. sapote) - Aztec 
tzdpotl; rep!. by modL. sapota. 

Sapphic sre·fik pert. to Sappho or metres 
used by her XVI (G. Douglas); also sb. pl. 
verses in Sapphic metre XVI (Sidney). -F. 
saphique, tsapphique - L. Sapphicus- Gr. 
Sapphik6s, f. Sappho, name of the poetess 
(c. 6oo B.c.) of Lesbos, Greece; see -I c. 

sapphire sre·faia.J blue precious stone. XIII. 
ME. saphir, safir- OF. safir (mod. saphir), 
corr. to Pr. safir, etc. - L. wpphirus, also 
sapp(h)ir- Gr. sdppheiros (prob.) lapis lazuli 
(whence perh. Pers. saffir, Arab. rafir), 
prob. of Semitic origin (Heb. sappir, Jewish 
Aram. sampirina have been further referred 
to Skr. raniprija 'dear to the planet Saturn', 
dark-coloured stone (sapphire or emerald). 

sapro- sre·prou, srepm· comb. form of Gr. 
sapros putrid, rel. to sepein rot (see SEPTIC) 
used in some techn. terms, the earliest of 
which is sapro·PHAGOUS living on decom
posing matter XIX; before a vowel sapr
as in saprremia -i·mia septic;: poisoning 
XIX, modL. (Gr. halma blood). 

sara band sre·rabrend (music for) a slow and 
stately Spanish dance. XVII (Jonson). -F. 
sarabande- Sp., It. zarabanda, of disputed 
origin. 

Saracen sre·rasan name of nomadic peoples 
of the Syro-Arabian desert, (hence) Arab, 
Moslem; tpagan, infidel. XIII. -OF. 
Sar(r)azin, -cin (mod. Sarrasin), corr. to 
Sp. Saraceno, It. Saracino- late L. Sara
cenus- late Gr. Saraken6s, perh. f. Arab. 
sharqi eastern, f. sharq sunrise, east ( cf. SI
Rocco). The name was in medireval times 

SARDONIC 

assoc. with Sarah, the wife of Abraham, or 
with the Hagarens, descendants of Hagar. 
Cf. SARSEN. 

saraf, sarraf sara·f money-changer or 
banker, in the east. xvr. ult. - Arab. $arraj, 
f. $arafa exchange, corr. to Heb. tsaraph 
refine, assay (gold, silver); cf. SHROFF. 

Saratoga saer<>tou·g<> in full S. trunk large 
trunk esp. used by ladies. XIX. prob. f. 
S. Springs name of a summer resort in 
New York State, U.S.A. 

sarbacane sa·.Ibakein blow-tube for shoot
ing with. XVIII. - F. sarbacane. t-batane 
-(with assim. to canne CANE) Sp. zarbatana, 
cerbatana - Arab. dial. zarbatana, for 
zab(a)tana. 

sarcasm sa·.1krezm cutting expression or 
remark, sarcastic language. XVI (in L. form) 
XVII. -F. sarcasme (Rabelais) or late L., 
sarcasmos (Charisius) -late Gr. sarkasm6s, 
f. sarkdzein tear flesh, gnash the teeth, 
speak bitterly, f. sark-, sdrx flesh. So 
sarca·stic. xvn. - F. sarcastique, f. sar
casme, after enthousiasme, -astique. 

sarcenet see SARSENET. 
sarco- sa·.1kou comb. form of Gr. sark-, 

sdrx flesh. sa·rcODE animal protoplasm. XIX. 
sarcoma sa.Ikou·ma tfleshy excrescence 
XVII ; kind of tumour XIX. - modL. sarcoma 
- Gr. sdrkoma (Galen), f. sarkoun become 
fleshy, f. sark-, sdrx flesh; see -OMA. 

sarcophagus siilk;:pfdg;~s stone reputed by 
the ancient Greeks to consume corpses and 
hence used for coffins XVII ; stone coffin XVIII. 
- L. sarcophagus- Gr. sarkophdgos, sb. use 
of adj. f. sarko-, sdrx flesh+-phdgos -eating, 
-PHAGOUS. 

sard sa.rd variety of carnelian. XIV (vVycl. 
Bible). -F. sarde or L. sarda SARDIUS. 

sardelle sa.Ide·l fish resembling the sardine. 
xvr. - It. sardella, dim. of sarda :- L. sarda 
-Gr. sdrde. So F.; cf. -EL2• 

sardine1 sa·.Idain, -in precious stone of 
Rev. iv 3· XIV. -late L. sardinus- Gr. 
sdrdinos, var. reading for sdrdios SARDIUS. 

sardine 2 sa.rdi·n small fish of the herring 
family, Clupea pilchardus. xv (-eyne). -
(O)F. sardine, corr. to It. sardina- L. 
sardina; cf. late Gr. sardene, -ine, sardfnos, 
and L. sarda, Gr. sdrda; prob. connected 
with the name of the island Sardinia. 

sardius sa·.Jdi;~s precious stone, sard. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). -late L. sardius-Gr. sdrdios, 
prob. f. Sardi'J Sardinia. 

sardonic sii.Ido·nik (of laughter) marked by 
bitterness or scorn. XVII (T. Herbert). - F. 
sardonique, alt. of tsardonien (whence 
tsardo·nrAN XVI), f. L. sardonius- late Gr. 
Sard6nios Sardinian, which was substituted 
for sarddnios (Homer) as an epithet for 
scornful laughter from the notion that the 
word orig. referred to the effects of eating 
a Sardinian plant (L. herba Sardonia or 
Sardoa), which was said to produce facial 

[?88] 



SARDONYX 

convulsions resembling horrible laughter; 
cf. Sp. sard6nico, It. sardonico, and see -Ic. 

sardonyx sii·o~d;miks variety of onyx. XIV 
(sardonyse, -yk, -ix). - L. sardonyx- Gr. 
sard6nux, presumably f. sdrdios SARDIUS 
(f. Sardis, capital of Lydia) + 6nux ONYX. 

sargasso siirg~·sou seaweed found floating 
in the Gulf Stream and esp. in the S. Sea 
(bounded by the Azores, the Canaries, and 
the Cape Verde islands). XVI.- Pg. sargafo 
(whence Sp. sargazo, F. sargasse), of unkn. 
origin. 

sari, saree sii·ri long wrapping garment of 
Hindu women. XVIII (saurry). -Hindi 
sarhi, sari. 

sark sii.Ik (dial.) shirt, chemise. XIII 
(Cursor M.). ME. (north.) serk- ON. 
serkr :-Germ. *sarkiz, f. base repr. also by 
OE. sert5e, syree, syr(i)c. Hence sark vb. 
clothe with a sark; (in building) cover (a 
roqf) with planks xv. 

sarmentose sii.Ime·ntous (bot.) producing 
slender prostrate branches or runners. 
XVIII. - L. sarmentosus, f. sarmentum (chiefly 
pl.) twigs lopped off, brushwood, f. sarpere 
prune, lop, rei. to Gr. h6rpex scion, 
shoot; see -MENT, -osE1• So sarme·ntous. 
XVIII. 

sarong S;)r.J"I) Malay garment wrapped 
round the waist. XIX. - Malay and Javanese 
saroeng (prop.) sheath, quiver. 

sarracenia s~msm 1;) genus of insecti
vorous plants (side-saddle flower). xvrrr. 
modL., alt. of Sarracena; named by 
Tournefort (I?Oo, after D. Sarrazin, of 
Quebec, who sent him the plant); see -IAl. 

sarsaparilla sii :.Js;)p;)ri ·1;) (dried roots of) 
species of Smilace~. XVI. - Sp. sarza
parrilla (whence F salsepareille, It. salsa
pariglia), f. zarza bramble - Arab. sara$ 
thorny plant +(prob.) dim. of Sp. parra 
twining plant (attribution to a Dr. Parillo, 
discoverer of the plant's properties, is due 
to Scaliger). 

sarsen sii•.Js;)n large boulder. XVII. Earlier in 
Saracen's and Sarsdon stones, Sarsdens, and 
supposed to be identical with SARACEN. 

sarsenet, sarcenet sii·.Is;)net soft fine silk 
material. xv. -AN. sarzinett, perh. dim. 
of sarzin SARACEN, suggested by OF. drap 
sarrasinois, medL. pannus saracenicus 
'Saracen cloth'; see -ET. 

sartorial sii.rt5;)·ri;)l pert. to a tailor or 
tailoring. XIX (Sydney Smith, Carlyle). 
f. L. sartor, f. pp. stem of sarcire patch, 
botch; see -IAL. 

Sarum S£;)"r;)m eccl. name of Salisbury. 
XVI (the use of S.). - medL. Sarum, evolved 
from a misinterpretation of Sar~, medi~val 
abbrev. of Sarisburia Salisbury (OE. ret 
Sem·obyrig, later SaiTesbyrig). 

sash1 s~J tturban XVI; scarf worn round 
the body XVII. orig. shash - Arab. fiiS 

SATIATE 

muslin, turban ; alt. by dissimilation of 
sh •. sh to s •• sh; cf. next. 

sash2 s~J window-frame fitted with glass. 
First recorded in pl. shashes (r68r), var. of 
chasses, used as pl. of chassis- OF. chassis 
(mod. chassis) frame, framework (CHASSIS), 
f. chasse = It. cassa :- L. capsa box (CASE 2); 

for the dissimilation cf. prec. 
sasine sei·sin (Sc. law) giving possession of 

feudal property. xvn. var. of SEISIN, after 
law-L. sasina. 

saskatoon s~sk;)tii•n small tree, Amelan
chier alnifolia. XIX. - Cree misaskwato
min, f. misaskwat amelanchier + min fruit, 
berry. 

sassaby sasei·bi large S. African antelope. 
XIX. - Tswana tsessebe, -dbi. 

sassafras s~·s;)fr~s small tree native to 
N. America, Sassafras officinal e. XVI. - Sp. 
sasafrds or Pg. sassafraz, of unkn. origin; 
so F. (xvi). 

Sassenach S!e"sanax Gaelic name for 
'English'. XVIII (Smollett). -Gael. Sasun
noch = Jr. Sasanach, f. Sasan- (cf. Gael. 
Sasunn, Ir. Sasana England) - L. Saxones, 
OE. Seaxe, Seaxan Saxons. 

sat pt. and pp. of SIT. 
Satan sei·t;m, s~·tan the Devil. OE. 

Satan -late L. Satan (Vulgate O.T.)- Gr. 
Satdn- He b. $iitiin adversary, plotter, f. 
$iitan oppose, plot against. From OE. times 
Satanas has also been used- Vulgate L. 
Sataniis (whence also F., Sp. satanas, OHG., 
Goth. Satana)- Gr. Satant1s - Jewish 
Aram. $atana, emph. form of $iitiitJ. Hence 
satanrc sat~·nik xvn (Milton), sata•nrcAL 
XVI; cf. F. satanique; Sa·tanisM, -IST XVI; 
so F., and modL. satanista. CEur. 

satchel s!e•tJ(a)l small bag. XIV. -OF. 
sachel :- L. saccellu-s, dim. of saccus SACK1 ; 

see -EL 2• 

sate seit satisfy to the full. XVII (Sh.). 
prob. alt. of dial. sade (OE. sadian, rei. to 
sred satiated, sAD), by assoc. with SATIATE. 

sate seit arch. pt. of SIT. 
sateen S;)ti·n cotton or woollen stuff with 

satiny surface. XIX. alt. of SATIN, after 
velveteen; see -EEN1• 

satellite s~·talait A. attendant on an im
portant person XVI (rare before XVIII; not 
in J.); B. secondary planet XVII. - (O)F. 
satellite or L. satellit-, satelles. In sense 
B the L. word was first applied by Kepler 
(I6II) to the secondary planets revolving 
round Jupiter. 

satiate sei·Jieit tsatisfy XVI; surfeit, glut 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. satiare, f. satis 
enough (see SAD), after tsatiate pp. (xv)- L. 
satiiitus; see -ATE2 and 3 • So satiETY S;)tai•iti, 
(formerly) S;)Sai-iti condition of being 
satiated. XVI (sacietie). - (O)F. saciete 
(mod. satiete) - L. satiettit-, -ttis, f. satis, 
perh. after ebriettis. Cf. INSATIABLE. 



SATIN 

satin sre·tin glossy silk fabric. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. satin- Arab. zaitiini, pert. to the 
town Tseutung (Tswan-chu-fu) in China 
(atlas zaitiini satin of Zaitun), whence also 
OF. zatonin, zatony, Sp. acetuni, setunl, 
Mit. zetani (It. setino after seta silk, sup
posed by some to be the immed. origin of 
F. satin). 

satire sre·taia~ poetical (or prose) work in 
which vices or follies are ridiculed. XVI (Bar
clay, 'The Shyp of Folys', I509). - (O)F. 
satire or L. satira (whence also Sp. sdtira, 
It. satira, G. satire), later form of satura (in 
earliest use) verse composition treating of 
a variety of subjects, spec. application of 
the sense 'medley' (cf. phr. per saturam in 
the lump, indiscriminately); ace. to ancient 
grammarians this was ellipt. for lanx satura 
'full dish' (lanx dish, satura, fern. of satus 
full, rei. to satis fully ; cf. SAD) dish of 
various fruits offered to the gods. Formerly 
assoc. with SATYR and so spelt, from the 
common notion (found already in some 
ancient grammarians) that L. satura was 
derived from Gr. sdturos satyr, in allusion 
to the chorus of satyrs which gave its name 
to the Gr. 'satyric' drama. So satiriC(AL) 
sati·rik(a)l. XV!. -F. or late L. satiriST 
sre·tirist. XVI. sa·tiriZE. XVII (Jonson). 
- F. satiriser, f. satire. 

satisfaction sre.tisfre·kfan performance by 
a penitent of penal and meritorious acts 
enjoined by his confessor XIII (Cursor l\1.); 
payment in full of a debt, etc. ; atonement 
made by Jesus Christ for sin ; action of 
gratifying to the full XIV; release from un
certainty XVI. - (O)F. satisfaction, corr. to 
Pr. satisfactio, etc. - L. satisjactio(n-), f. 
pp. stem of satisfacere (whence, through 
OF. satisfier, sa·tisFY xv, Lydg.), f. satis 
enough (cf. ASSET, SAD) j see -FACTION, 
-FY, 

satrap sre·trrep governor of a province in 
ancient Persia. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. 
satrape or L. satrapa, satrapes- Gr. satnipes, 
also exatrdpes, *exaithrdpes (implied in 
exaithrapeuein be a satrap)- OPers. x.<aOra
piivan- 'protector of the country', f. :>:saOra
country + pti- protect. So sa·trapY3

• xvn 
(Knolles). -F. or L.- Gr. (-eiii). 

saturate sre·tfareit, -tj- tsatisfy, satiate 
XVI; cause to combine with the utmost 
quantity of another substance XVII; soak 
thoroughly XVIII. f. pp. stern of L. satzmire, 
f. satur full, satiated; see SAD, -ATE 3

• So 
saturA"TION. XVI. -late L.; so F. (xvm). 

Saturday sre·taldi seventh day of the week. 
OE. Sretern(es)d;:eg, S<eterdreg, corr. to OFris. 
saterdei, MLG. sater(s)dach, MDu. saterdach 
(Du. zaterdag), tr. of L. Siitumi dies day of 
(the planet) Saturn; cf. Ir., Gael. dia 
Sathuirn, W. dydd Sadwrn. 

Saturn sre·tam Italic god presiding over 
agriculture OE.; (astron.) one of the 
primary planets XIV (in OE. Sreternes 

SAUSAGE 

steorra); (alch.) lead XIV (Ch.). - L. 
Siiturnus, poss. of Etruscan origin. So 
Saturnalia -ei·li;> festival of Saturn 
marked by unrestrained revelry XVI (trans£. 
XVIII). L., sb. use of n.pl. of Siiturniilis; 
see -AL1 • SaturniAN S;Jt~·lni;m ancient 
Roman metre. XVI. sa·turniNE1 born under 
Saturn, (hence) of cold and gloomy 
temperament. xv (Lydg.). -F. saturnin 
- medL. *saturninus. 

satyr sre·ta.r woodland god or demon, half 
man half beast, of lustful propensities. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa, Gower). - (O)F. satyre or 
L. satyrus- Gr. sdturos. So satyric sati·rik 
epithet of the Gr. drama in which the chorus 
were habited as satyrs. XVII. - L. -· Gr. 
Cf. SATIRE. 

satyrion sreti·ri;m kind of orchis. xrv. 
- L. satyrion - Gr. saturion, f. sdtyros 
SATYR; named from the plant's supposed 
aphrodisiac properties. 

sauce s5s liquid preparation taken as a 
relish with articles of food XIV; piquant 
addition XVI; (prob. from saucy) timpudent 
person XVI; impudence xrx. - (O)F. sauce 
= Pr., Sp., It. salsa :-Rom. *salsa, sb. use 
offem. ofL. salsus salted, SALT. The etymol. 
sense is identical with that of salad. Hence 
sauce vb. season xv; i'belabour, rebuke XVI; 
address impertinently xrx. saucy1 s5·si 
t savoury; insolent towards superiors XVI ; 
(of a ship or boat) trashly venturous xvr 
(Sh.); smart XIX. 

saucer s5·s;>.r treceptacle for condiments 
at a meal xrv ; shallow circular dish XVII ; 
esp. one to support a cup xvm. - OF. 
saussier, saussiere (mod. only sauciere) sauce
boat, f. sauce SAUCE, prob. after late L. 
salsarium; cf. Sp. salsera, It. salsiera. 

sauerkraut, sourcrout sau·a.Ikraut Ger
man dish of fermented cabbage. XVII 
(sower cmwt). G. (whence F. choucroute), 
f. sauer souR+ kraut vegetable, cabbage. 

saunter s5·nta.r tmuse xv; twander aim
lessly XVII; walk leisurely, stroll XVIII. 
perh. based on late ME. sa(w)nterell, applied 
contemptuously (together with vbl. sb. 
sauntering) to Jesus Christ in the 'York 
Plays', with pro b. implication of affected 
sanctity and hence of visionary musing; 
prob. to be referred (with ME. sayntrelle) to 
sainterel (corr. to It. santarello), f. saint 
SAINT+ -ere[ -REL. 

saurian s5·rian pert. to reptiles of the order 
Sauria (crocodiles and large extinct lizard-like 
animals). xv. f. modL. Sauria (Brongniart 
1799), f. Gr. saurii, sauros lizard; see .. rAN. 
So sau·ro-, comb. form of Gr. sauros, 
whence modL. saurus, repr. in BRONTO
SAURUS,. ICHTHYOSAURUS, MEGALOSAURUS, 
PLESIOSAURUS, PLIOSAURUS, PTEROSAUR. 

sausage sa·sid3 minced meat enclosed in a 
thin cylindrical membrane. xv. Late ME. 
sausige- ONF. saussiche (var. of OF. salsice, 
mod. saucisse) = Sp. salchicha, It. salsiccia 
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:- medL. salsicia, n.pl. of salsicius (sc. 
farta, pp. n.pl. of L. farcire, stuff, FARCE1), 

f. salsus salted (see SALT, SAUCE). «.lf For the 
development -id3 cf. CABBAGE. 

saute sou·tei fried in a pan, being tossed 
from time to time. xrx. F., pp. of sauter 
leap :- L. salttire (see SALTATION), used 
trans. in causative sense. 

sauterne(s) soutS·.m wine of the district of 
Sauternes, near Bordeaux, France. xvrn. 

savage· s<:e·vid3 that is in a state of nature 
XIII ; of wild or unrestrained behaviour xv 
(Lydg.); uncivilized XVI; furiously angry 
XIX; sb. XVI. ME. sa(u)vage- (O)F. sauvage 
(AN. also savage) = Pr. salvatge, Sp. sal
vage, It. salvaggio wooded, woodland-, 
Rum. salbatic :- CRom. *salvaticus, for L. 
silviiticus woodland-, wild, f. silva wood, 
forest; see SILVAN, -AGE. The var. sah,age 
(after OF. salvage) was formerly common. 
XVI-XVII. For !e of the first syll. cf. SALMON. 
Hence sa·vagERY. xvr (Sh.). 

savanna(h) S:JV<:e"n:l treeless plain, esp. of 
tropical America. XVI (zavanna, Eden's 
'Decades'; hardly naturalized before late 
XVII).- fip. zavana, ravana (pronounced with. 
s- in S. Amer. Sp.), said by Oviedo (1535) 
to be a Carib word. 

savant s<:e·va man of learning. xvm. 
- F. savant, sb. use of orig. prp. of savoir 
know :-Rom. *sapere, for L. sapere (see 
SAPIENT). 

save1 seiv make or keep safe XIII; preserve 
from damnation xm (AncrR.); reserve, lay 
aside XIV; avoid or enable to avoid XVII. 
ME. sauve, salve, save- AN. sa(u)ver, OF. 
salver, (also mod.) sauver = Pr. sauvar, 
Sp. salvar, It. salvare :-late L. salvtire 
(theol. rendering Gr. aw,nv) save, f. L. 
salvus SAFE1• 

save2 seiv (arch.) with the exception of. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. sauf and sauve 
-OF. sauf (m.) and sauve (fern.), orig. 
varying with the gender of the accompany
ing sb. (now invariable, sauf):- L. salvo and 
salvti, abl. sg. of m. or n. and fern. of salvus 
SAFE1, as used in absolute constr. such as 
salvo jure, salva innocentia without violation 
of right, of innocence, (hence) without 
injury or prejudice to, with reserve of, salvo 
eo ut .. with the proviso that .. , (passing in 
Rom. into) excepting, except; so also Sp., 
It. salvo. The later exclusive use of the 
form save is prob. due to the identification 
of the word with the imper. of SAVE1• Cf. 
SAVING. «.lf Disguised in the first syll. of 
sirreverence XVI, alt. of sa' (for save) reverence 
with due regard, (hence) human excre
ment XVI. 

saveloy s<:e•v:Jloi kind of sausage. XIX 
(Dickens). alt. of F. tcervelat, (also mod.) 
-as servala -It. cervellata (corr. to OF. 
cervelee; cf. -ATE f. cervello brains :- L. 
CEREBELLUM. 

SAW 

savey, savvy s<:e·vi know. xvm. Negro and 
Pigeon Eng., repr. the first word of Sp. sabe 
usted you know (saber :- Rom. *sapere, 
for L. sapere know; see SAPIENT). Hence 
sb., practical sense, nous XVIII. 

savin(e) s<:e·vin shrub Juniperus sabina, 
XIV. -OF. savine (repl. by latinized sabine) 
= Sp. sabina, It. savina :- L. (herba) 
Sabina 'Sabine plant', fern. of Sabinus 
SABINE. Widely used in medicine in the 
Middle Ages; cf. medL. savina, OE. 
sajene, -ine, OHG. sevina, sevinboum (G. 
sebenbaum). 

saving sel'Vll) (arch.) except, save. XIV 
(Ch.). prob. modification of SAVE2 after 
TOUCHING. 

saviour sei·vj;u, U.S. savior one who 
saves, spec. the Redeemer. XIII (Cursor M.). 
ME. sauve(o)ur- OF. sauveour (mod. sau
veur) = Pr., Sp. salvador, etc. :- ChrL. 
salvtitorem, -titor (rendering Gr. awT.]p, and 
ult. Heb. yeshiia' JEsus), f. salvare SAVE1• 

The change from -eour to -your, -iour is 
found from XIV. 

savory sei·vari plant of the labiate genus 
Satureia. XIV. Late ME. saverey, perh. 
repr. (with change of intervocalic 1'1 to v) 
OE. smperie- L. satureia fern. sg. and n.pl., 
whence also OE. saturege, AN., ME. 
satureie, OF. sarrie (whence mod. sarriette), 
Pr. sadreia, Sp. sagerida and ajedrea 
(-Arab. akhkhetriya, i.e. AL- 2, khetriya 
- L.), Pg. saturagem and segurelha, cigurelha, 
Cat. sajolida, It. satureia and santoreggia. 
«.lf As with many plant-names, the orig. 
form has undergone obscure alterations ; 
there are several-v- forms in local F. and It. 

savour, U.S. savor s;~i•v;u taste XIII 
(AncrR.); tsmell, aroma XIII (Cursor M.). 
- OF. savour (mod. saveur) = Pr., Sp. sabor, 
It. savore :- L. sap6rem, sapor taste, occas. 
smell, f. sapere taste ; see SAPIENT, -OUR 2• 
So sa·vour vb. have a taste XIII (Cursor M.); 
relish, like XIV (Rolle). - (O)F. savourer = 
Pr. saborar, etc. :- late L. sap6rtire. 

savoury sei·vari pleasant to the taste XIII; 
appetizing XIV; fragrant (now chiefly in un
savoury) XVI; stimulating to the palate (also 
sb.) xvu. ME. savure, later savori- OF. 
savoure sapid, fragrant, f. savour (see prec.) 
+-e -ATE 2 ; the ending was assim. to -v1• 

savoy (S-) savoi· S. cole, cabbage XVI; S. 
biscuit XVIII. - F. Savoie, name of a region 
of S.E. France. 

Savoyard savoi·a.Id native or inhabitant of 
Savoy. XVIII. See -ARD. 

savvy see SAVEY. 
saw1 s5 cutting tool with teeth. OE. •sagu 

(in obi. cases sage), also saga = MLG., 
MDu. sage (Du. zaag), OHG. saga, ON. 
st;>g :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *sago, •sagon, 
of which the gradation- var. •sego is repr. by 
OHG. sega (G. sage), MDu. seghe; rei. to 
OE. seax knife, OFris., OS., OHG. sahs :-
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•saxsam, f. •sak- •sek- cut (see SECTION). 
Hence saw vb. XIII (pp. isahet); orig. with 
wk. conj., but str. forms appear XV (occas. 
pt. suwe, sew, pp. sawen, mod. sawn). 

saw2 s5 tsaying OE. ; maxim, proverb XIII. 
OE. sagu = OFris. sege, MLG., MDu. 
sage, OHG. saga (G. sage), ON. saga SAGA 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *sago, f. base of 
•sagjan SAY1 ; cf. Lith. piilsaka story. 

saw3 see SEE1 • 

sawder s5·d<~.r (colloq.) soft s. blarney, 
flattery. XIX. fig. use of sawder, var. of 
SOLDER. 

sawney sa·m (colloq.) nickname for a 
Scotchman; simpleton. XVII. Sc. local var. 
of Sandy (xv), pet-form of the proper name 
Alexander; see -Y6• q The connexion of 
these two senses and with other uses, such 
as the sl. use for 'bacon', is doubtful. 

sawyer s5·j:u one who saws timber. XIV. 
Late ME. sauier, alt. of tsawer (f. SAW1 vb. + 
-ER1) with assim. of the ending to F. -ier 
-ER 2 (cf. bowyer, clothier, lawyer, paviour). 

Saxe sreks derived from Saxony, asS. china. 
XIX. - F. Saxe (also used for porcelaine de 
Saxe, e.g. un service en saxe). -G. Sachsen 
Saxony, prop. d.pl. of Sachse (see SAXoN). 

saxhorn sre·ksh5.rn brass musical instru
ment. XIX. f. name of Charles Joseph Sax 
(r79r-r86s)+HORN. So sa·xOPHONE, in
vented about r 840 by his son Antoine Joseph, 
known as Adolphe; see -o-. 

saxifrage sre·ksifreid3 plant of the genus 
Saxifraga. xv. - (O)F. saxifrage or lateL. 
saxifraga (sc. herba plant), f. saxum rock+ 
frag-, base of frangere break (see FRAG
MENT). q The name 'rock-breaking plant' 
was prob. given because many species are 
found growing among stones and in the 
clefts of rocks. 

Saxon sre·ksan one of a Germanic people, 
of which one portion, the Anglo-Saxons, 
occupied S. Britain, while the other, the 
Old Saxons (modL. antiqui Saxones, OE. 
Ealdseaxe) remained in Germany. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - (O)F. Saxon- L. Saxonem, 
nom. Sa..,;o, pl. Saxones = Gr. Sdxones 
- WGerm. *Saxon- (OE. pl. Seaxan, 
Seaxe, OHG. pl. Sahso, G. Sachse), perh. 
f. •saxsam knife (see SAW1), as the name of 
the characteristic weapon of the people. 
Cf. FRANK. Old S., language of the Old 
Saxons, esp. as exemplified in remains of 
9th-century poetry ('Heliand', etc.). 

saxophone see SAXHORN. 
say1 sei 3 pres. sg. says sez, (arch.) saith 

se]::>, pt. and pp. said sed the verb most 
widely used to express speaking, with ref. 
to an object, like L. dicere, F. dire. OE. 
secgan, pt. smgde, pp. (ge)smgd = OFris. 
sega, sedza, OS. seggian, pt. sagda (Du. 
zeggen), OHG. sagen, pt. sagita, segita 
(G. sagen), ON. segja, pt. sagoa :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) •sagjan and •sagrejan; the IE. 

SCABROUS 

base *soq- *seq- (not extant in Indo-Iran.) 
is repr. also by OS!. soliti, Lith. sakyti, 
OL. (imper.) insece, inquam (:- *insquam) 
I say, Gr. (imper.) ennepe, (aorist inf.) 
enispefn, OW. hepp says, Oir. aithesc 
(:- *atiJsqa) answer. 

OE. inf. se6gan, I pres. ind. secge, pl. 
secgap, etc., are repr. normally by ME. 
segge(n), etc., sedgeyng recitation (R. Man
nyng), dial. zedge (xvi). These began to be 
rep!. in XII (e.g. inf. sm!Jen, smin, Peter
borough Chronicle) and were finally ousted 
by forms derived from OE. smg-, seg-, of 
2 and 3 pres. ind. viz. smg(e)st, seg(e)st 
sayest, smg(e)p, seg(e)p saith, pt. smgde said, 
pp. smgd. Hence sb. XVI. 

say• sei (hist.) serge-like cloth. XIII. - (O)F. 
saie = Pr. saia (Sp. saya, It. saja are from 
F.) :- L. saga, coli. pl. (used as sg.) of sagum 
coarse woollen blanket, military cloak, cloth 
covering, of Gaulish origin ace. to Polybius. 

sayyid sei·jid title of a man tracing his 
descent from Husain, elder grandson of the 
Prophet. XVIII (syed, seid). - Arab. sayyid 
lord, prince; cf. em. 

sbirro sbi-rou, pl. -i Italian police officer. 
XVII. -It. sbirro, f. birro -medL. birrus 
red, var. of burrtts- Gr. purr6s, var. purs6s 
fiery-red, f. pur FIRE. q The name refers 
to the red collar or cape worn by some It. 
police. 

scab skreb A. tskin disease XIII ; cutaneous 
disease in beasts ; crust formed over a 
wound xrv; B. low scurvy fellow XVI; non
unionist xrx. -ON. *skabbr (OSw. skabber, 
Sw. skabb, (O)Da. skab) = OE. sieabb (see 
SHABBY). The application to persons may 
have been due partly to MDu. schabbe slut, 
scold. Hence sca·bbY1 xvr perh. after 
MDu. schabbich, -ig; rep!. scabbed (xm), 
prob. modelled on OSw. skabbotter = 
late OE. sc(e)abbede, ME. schabbed. 

scabbard1 skre·ba.rd sheath of sword, etc. 
XIII (RG!ouc.). ME. sca(u)berc, later 
scaberge, scaubert, scaubard, aphetic- AN. 
*escauberc, pl. escaubers, -erz, escauberge 
(cf. AL. escauberca, scarbagium XIII), prob. 
- comp. of OHG. scala shell (see SCALE1) or 
scar, scara scissors, occas. sword + *berg
protect (as in HAUBERK); alt. of the second 
syll. to -bard, -bart, -berd, -bert is evidenced 
xrv, but AL. scauberdum is as early as XIII. 
q For re of the first syll. cf. SALMON, SAVAGE. 

scabbard2 skre·ba.Id thin board used for 
splints, veneer, etc. XVII. - MLG. schalbort, 
f. schale SCALE\ SCALE 2+bort BOARD. 

scabious skei·bias plant of the genus 
Scabiosa (formerly of repute for the cure of 
skin diseases). xrv. - medL. scabiosa (sc. 
herba plant), of scabiosus, f. L. scabies rough
ness, itch, f. scabere scratch, scrape; see 
SHAVE, -IOUS. 

scabrous skei·bras rough with minute 
points xvn; fig. harsh xvr. - f. L. scabr-, 
scaber, f. scab- (partly after F. scabreux); see 
prec., -ous. 
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SCAFFOLD 

scaffold skre·fald raised platform or stage 
XIV; (for the execution of criminals) XVI. 
ME. scajfiJt, scaffald- AN. *scaffaut, OF. 
(e)schaffaut, mod. echafaud, earlier esca
dajaut = Pr. escadafalc :-Rom. *excata
falcum, f. ex- Ex-1+ *catafalcum; see q.TA
FALQUE. Hence sca·ffoldiNG1 XIV. 'l[ T~e 

SCAMP 

scala) :- *scandsla, f. base of scandere climb 
(cf. SCAN, ASCEND, etc., SCANDAL). 

scale• skeil climb, mount. XIV. - OF. 
escaler (cf. ESCALADE) or medL. scaldre 
(whence also Sp. escalar, It. scalare), f. L. 
scala SCALE3• 

word appears in various forms in medL., scale-boaJ,"d. XVIII see SCABBARD 2 • 

scadafale, -!altum, scafaldus, (AL.) esca- scalene skei-lin (of a triangle) having three 
fautium, scaffaldum, scafotum (XIII), scaf- unequal sides. XVIII. - late L. scalenus 
foldum (XIV); the Rom. word has been (Ausonius)- Gr. skalenos uneven, unequal, 
adopted in Germ., as Du. schavot, G. scalene, rei. to skolios oblique, crooked, 
schafott, Da. skafot, Sw. chavott. skelos leg, L. scelus wickedness, crime, 

scaglia skii'lja limestone of the Italian Alps. OE. sceolh wry, oblique ( = MLG. schel, 
XVIII. It. (see SCALE2). So scagliola OHG. scelah, ON. skjdlgr), f. a base 
skaljou·la tscaglia XVI; Italian plaster- meaning 'bend'. 
work imitating stone XVIII. It. scagliuola, scallion skre·ljan shallot, onion. XIV. -AN. 
dim. of scaglia. scal(o)un = OF. escalo(i)gne, Pr. escalonha, 

scald1 sk5ld burn with hot liquor; (dial.) Sp. escalo1ia :-Rom. *escalonia, for L. 
burn. XIII (AncrR.). ME. scalde, schalde, Ascalonia (sc. cmpa onion) shallot, f. Ascalo 
aphetic- AN., ONF. escalder, OF. eschal- (Gr. Askdlon) Ascalon, a port inS. Palestine; 
der (mod. echauder) = Pr. escaudar, Sp. (cf. It. escalogno, corr. to Ascalonium). 
escaldar burn, scorch, scald, make red-hot, scallop, scollop skre·lap, sko·lap kind of 
It. scaldare heat, Rum. SCt'ilda :- L. shellfish; shell of this, esp. as a pilgrim's 
excaldare wash in hot water, f. ex EX-

1 +L. badge XIV; formation resembling the edge 
cal(i)dus hot (perh. in the spec. fern. sb. of a scallop-shell XVII. Aphetic- OF. 
cal(i)da, sc. aqua water), rei. to calere be escalope, presumably of Germ. origin (cf. 
warm. Hence scald sb. xvu. MDu. schelpe, schulpe mussel-shell). 

scald" sk5ld (arch., dial.) scabby, scurvy. scallywag skre·liwreg (sl.) disreP.utable 
xvr. Later sp. of scalled (XIV), f. (dial.) fellow. XIX. orig. U.S., of unkn. origin; 
seal! (XIII)- ON. skalli bald head, f. Germ. perh. orig. used for undersized or ill-
*skal-, whence SCALE', SHELL; see -ED 2

• conditioned cattle. 

scald" see SKALD. scalp skrelp (dial.) top of the head, skull 
scale1 skeil tdrinking-bowl XIII (La3.); XIII; integument of this (pro b. evolved from 
pan of a balance XIV; sg. and pl. weighing thairy scalp, which in the Bible, Ps. lxviii 
instrument xv. -ON. skdl bowl, pl. ZI, is a literalism from Heb.) xvn. north. 
weighing-scales ~ OHG. scala (G. schale) ME. scalp, prob. of Scand. origin, but the 
:- Germ. *skielo, rei. to *skal6, whence Eng. senses are not found .in any Scand. or 
OE. scealu shell, husk, drinking-cup, weigh- other Germ. lang. ; cf. ON. skdlpr sheath 
ing scale, OS. skala cup (Du. schaal), (Da. dial. skalp shell, husk), MLG. schulpe, 
OHG. scala shell, husk (G. schale); cf. MDu. schelpe (Du. sclzelp) shell, the mean-
SHALE, SHELL, SKILL. 'l[ The normal repr. ings of which suggest deriv. from Gern1. 
of ME. scale is scale, which was current *skal- *skel- *skul- SCALE', SHELL. Hence 
XIII-XVII; the characteristic north. form vb. remove the scalp of. XVII. 

scale was established in London speech XVI scalpel skre·lpal small light knife for 
(Palsgrave, Spenser, Sh.). Hence vb. weigh surgical operations. xvm. -F. scalpel or 
XVII. L. scalpellum, -us, dim. of scalper, scalprum, 

scale• skeil thin horny plate on the skin of cutting tool, chisel, knife (used in Eng. xvn), 
animals XIV; lamina of skin, etc. xv; (after f. base of scalpere scratch, carve; see -EL

2
• 

F. ecaille) metal plate worn as an epaulette scammony skre•mani gum-resin obtained 
XIX. Aphetic- OF. escale (mod. ecale husk, from Convolvulus Scammonia. XV. -OF. 
chip of stone)- Germ. *skalo (see SCALE1), escamonie, scamonee (mod. scammonee) or 
rei. to *skaljo, whence Rpm. (medL.) L. scammonea, -ia (also -eum, -ium)- Gr. 
scalia (OF. escaille, mod. ecaille fish-scale, skammonia, -i5nion. 'l[ OE. scamonie and 
oyster-shell, It. scaglia fish-scale, chip of rare ME. scamoine were casual adoptions. 
stone). Hence vb. remove scales from. xv. scampl skremp idle about mischievously 
scalyl XVI. xvi; commit highway robbery XVIII. Im-

scales skeil A. tladder (xv, Lydg.); B. plied in tscampant XVI (in a burlesque coat 
(mus.) series of graduated sounds XVI; C. set of arms, 'a lyther lad scam pant, a roge in his 
of graduations for measuring distances XIV ragges'), prob. - MDu. sclzampen slip 
(Ch.; rare before XVI); graduated instru- away, decamp- OF. escamper, eschamper = 
ment; D. relative dimension, standard of Pr. escampar, It. scampare :-Rom. •ex-
measurement XVII. - L. scala usu. pl. steps, campare, f. ex Ex-1+campus field (see CAMP). 
staircase, (sg., late) ladder (whence OF. Hence scamp sb. thighway· robber or 
eschiele, mod. echelle, Pr., Sp. escala, It. robbery xvm (cf. tscamperer street ruffian, 
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SCAMP 

tscampsman highway-man); ne'er-do-well, 
waster XIX. 

scamp• skremp do negligently or hurriedly. 
XIX. perh. identical with prec., but allied in 
sense to SKIMP. 

scamper skre·mp;u tdecamp; run nimbly. 
XVII. prob. frequent. f. SCAMP1 +-ER4• 

scan skren analyse the metre of (XIV) xv; 
tcriticize, test; examine or consider closely; 
tinterpret; tdiscern XVI ; look at searchingly 
XVIII. - L. scandere (pp. scansus) climb, 
(late) 'measure' (verses), with allusion to 
raising and lowering the foot to mark 
rhythm; cf. next, and ASCEND, DESCEND. 
The var. tscand was presumably the earlier, 
though not so shown by the evidence, and 
was apprehended as pp., from which an inf. 
scan was deduced. So F. scander (whence 
G. skandiren, Du. skandeeren), Sp. escandir, 
It. scandere. So sca·nsiON. xvii. - L. 

scandal skre·nd;Jl discredit to religion 
caused by a religious person; occasion of 
unbelief, stumbling-block; damage to 
reputation; grossly discreditable thing; 
defamatory speech. XVI. - F. scandale, 
carr. to Sp. escdndalo, It. scandala- ChrL. 
scandalum (Vulg.) cause of offence
Hellenistic Gr. skdndalon snare for an 
enemy, cause of moral stumbling, orig. trap 
(cf. skanddlethron spring of a trap), f. IE. 
"'skand- spring, leap, repr. also by Skr. 
skdndati, L. scandere (cf. SCAN), Mir. pres. 
scendim, pt. sescaind, \V. cyichn•ynnu start. 
(An independent adoption of OF. escandle, 
eschandle is seen in earlier ME. scandle, 
scha(u)ndle xm; cf. SLANDER.) So sca·ndal
IZE1 fmake public scandal of xv; fbe an 
occasion of stumbling to; slander; disgrace 
XVI; horrify by impropriety XVII. - (O)F. 
scandaliser or ChrL. scandaliziire - ecclGr. 
skandalizein. sca·ndalous. XVI. - F. or 
medL. 

scandalize• skre·nd;Jlaiz (naut.) reduce the 
area of (a sail). XIX. alt. of tscantelize 
shorten (xvu), f. tscantle (f. SCANT)-;- -IZE. 

scandaroon skrendaru·n tswindler XVII; 
kind of carrier pigeon (perh. so named 
because formerly used to take messages 
from Scanderoon to Aleppo) XIX. f. 
Scanderoon (Iskanderii.n) name of a seaport 
in Syria. 

Scandinavian skrendinei·vi;Jn pert. to 
Scandinavia, which comprises Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Iceland. XVIII. f. 
L. Scandinavia (Pomponius Mela, Pliny the 
Elder), erron. for *Scadinavia- Germ. 
*Skadinaujti, repr. by OE. Scedenfg ('Beo
wulf' I686), ON. Skdney (adopted in OE. as 
Sconeg), name of the southern extremity of 
Sweden; the terminal el. is *aujo, OE. ieg 
ISLAND. So Sca·ndiAN. xvn. f. the short
ened form Scandia (Pliny). tSca·ndiC. XVIII. 

scansorial skrens5a·rial pert. to climbing, 
that climbs. XIX. f. L. scansorius, f. scans-, 
pp. stem of scandere; see SCAN, -ORIAL. 

SCARAMOUCH 

scant skrent stinted in measure; tparsi
monious XIV; limited in extent or amount 
XVI. - ON. skamt, n. of skammr short, 
brief= OHG. scam; cf. ON. skemta enter
tain, amuse (lit. make the time short) :
*skammatjan. Superseded largely by 
sca·ntY1• XVI. For other exx. of the Scand. 
n, ending t see THWART, WANT. 

scantling skre·ntlil) measured size; small 
or scanty amount; tpattern XVI ; small piece 
of wood, etc. XVII. alt., by assoc. with -LING\ 
of tscantlon gauge (xm), dimension (XIV), 
sample (xv), aphetic- OF. escantillon (mod. 
echantillon sample), alt. of eschandillon, the 
simplex of which occurs as Pr. escandel 
measure of capacity, parallel to escandalh = 
Cat. escandall (whence It. scandaglio, Sp. 
escandallo)- mcdL. *scandalium, -ilium, f. 
L. scandere climb (see SCAN). 

scapet, 'scape skeip vb. and sb. (obs. or 
arch.) Aphetic of ESCAPE. XIII. Hence 
(from the vb.) scapeGOAT (xvi, Tindale, 
I5JO), intended to render the supposed 
literal meaning of Heb. azdzel (Lev. xvi 8, 
Io, z6) 'the goote on which the lotte fell to 
scape' (so Vulg. caper emissarius, whence F. 
bouc emissaire) ; the correct interpretation is 
prob. 'goat for ,o-\zazel' (a demon of the 
desert). sca·peGRACE 'one who escapes the 
grace of God' XIX; cf. earlier zuant-grace 
(XVII). 

scape 2 skeip (bot.) long flower-stalk rising 
from the root. XVII (Holland). - L. scapus, 
Gr. skdpos, rei. to Gr. skeptron SCEPTRE. 

scape3 skeip view of scenery. XVIII (G. 
V\"hite). Abstracted from LANDSCAPE. 

scaphoid skre·foid boat-shaped. XVIII. 
- modL. scaphoides- Gr. slwphoeid{s, f. 
skdphos boat; see -om. 

scapular skre·pjul;JJ monastic garment 
covering the shoulders. xv. - late L. 
scapuliire, f. late L. scapula shoulder (anat. 
in Eng. use XYI), earlier pl. -,<£:; see -AR. So 
sca·pulARY XIII (scapelori)- AN. *scape
lorie, var. of OF. eschapeloyre (xu)- medL. 
scapelorium, scapulariwn; assim. to -ARY. 

scar1 skiiJ trock, crag XIV; precipice XVII; 
sunken rock XVIII. ME. skerre, scarre, 
-ON. sker low reef, SKERRY (whence also 
Gael. sgeir); cf. SCAUR. 

scar2 skaJ trace of a healed wound. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). Aphetic- OF. escharre 
(later escarre, eschare), corr. to Sp., It. 
escara- late L. eschara scab (Crelius Aure
lianus)- Gr. eskhdrd hearth, brazier, scab. 
Hence vb. XVI. 

scarab skre·rab beetle XVI ; gem cut in the 
fom1 of a beetle xrx. - L. scarabmus (earlier 
in Eng. use XVIII ; also anglicized tscarabee 
(xvi, Spenser)- Gr. a«ap&fJEws, presumably 
rel. to Kapaf3os stag beetle. 

scaramouch skre·ramautf stock character 
of Italian farce, cowardly or foolish boaster 
constantly cudgelled by Harlequin; rascal, 
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SCARCE 

scamp XVII. Early forms Scaramuzza, 
-mouclza, -muchio - It. Scaramuccia, joe. use 
of scaramuccia SKIRMISH; hence F. Scara
mouche (Moliere), source of the later and 
present form. (j[ Popularized in late XVII 
by the visit to London in I673 of Tiberio 
Fiurelli, an impersonator of the part. 

scarce skE<l.rs tscanty XIII (RG!ouc.); 
tniggardly; deficient in quantity or number 
XIV. -AN., O~F. scars, aphetic of escars, 
OF. eschars, mod. echars (of coin) below 
standard value, (of wind) slight = Pr. 
esca(r)s, Sp. escaso, It. scarso :-Rom. 
"excarpsus plucked out, pp. of *excarpere, 
for L. excerpere select out, EXCERPT. (Cf. 
MDu. schaers, Du. sclzaars- F.). Hence 
sca·rceLY2 tscantily, sparingly; only just, 
not quite. XIII; after (O)F. echarsement; 
sca·rciTY. XIII. - o:-.;F. escarcete, OF. 
eschar- (mod. echarsete). 

scare skc;J.r terrify. xn (Orm). ME. 
skerre, later scarre, skere (repr. by dial. scar, 
skeer), skayre, skare (xv), scare (xvi)- o:-;. 
skirra frighten, (also) avoid, prevent, refl. 
shrink from (cf. Norw. skjerra, Sw. dial. 
skjarra scare), f. skjarr shy, timid (whence 
Sc. scar XVI, scaur); the phonology is 
obscure. Hence sca·recRow1 something 
to frighten away a typical bird from seed. 
XVI. 

scarfl skii.rf joint for connecting two 
timbers into a continuous piece. XIV (San
dahl). orig. naut.; prob. - OF. *escarf 
(mod. ecart), f. *escarver (mod. ecarver), 
perh. f. an o:-.;. base repr. by Sw. skarf, 
Norw. skarv piece to lengthen a board or 
a garment, joint or seam effecting this, Sw. 
skarfva, :::\onv. skarva lengthen in this way); 
cf. Sp. escarba, Pg. escarva, LG., Du. scherf 
scarf, Du. vb. verscherven (whence G. ver
sclzerben) ; all these collateral forms are 
recorded much later than the Eng. word; 
the ult. origin remains obscure. Hence vb. 
XVII (Capt. Smith). 

scarf2 ska.rf broad band of stuff as an 
article of clothing XVI; (her.) XVII. pro b. 
alt. (by assoc. with prec.) of scarp, which is 
recorded from XVI in the heraldic sense of a 
diminutive bend sinister. - O~F. escarpe 
= OF. escherpe (mod. echarpe), whence It. 
sciarpa, Sp. clzarpa, l\1Du. scharpe, Du. 
sjerp, G. schiirpe; prob. identical with OF. 
escarpe, escharpe, esquarpe, escreppe, pil
grim's scrip suspended from the neck (cf. 
ON. skreppa SCRIP1). comp. sca·rf-SKIN 
outer layer of the skin. XVII. 

scarify skre·rifai make incisions or scratches 
in. xv. - (O)F. scarifier -late L. scarificare, 
alt. of L. scarifdre - Gr. skaripluisthai 
scratch an outline, sketch lightly, f. skdriphos 
pencil, stilus; see -IFY. So sca:riFICA"TJON. 
XIV (rare before XVI). - (O)F. or late L. 

scarious ske;J·rias dry and shrivelled. 
XIX. -F. scarieux or modL. scariosus 
(whence also sca·riosE1 XVIII). 

SCAUP-DUCK 

scarlatina skfi.rlati·n<~ scarlet fever. XIX. 
- modL. (Sydenham, 1676)- It. scarlattina 
(Lancelotti, I537), fern. (sc. febbre fever, 
after medL. febris scarlatina) of scarlattino, 
dim. of scarlatto SCAHLET. 

scarlet ska·.dit trich cloth, of various 
colours, freq. bright-red XIII; bright vivid 
red colour xv; (adj. XIV, Ch.). Aphetic 
-OF. escarlate fern. (mod. ecarlate) = Pr. 
escarlate (also -at m.), Sp., Pg. escarlate, 
-ata, It. scm·latto, medL. (e)scarlata, -eta, 
-etum, whence prob. 0~. skarlat, skallat, 
MHG. scharldt, also (M)HG. scharlach (cf. 
LAKE 2

), (M)Du. scharlaken; the It. form is 
prob. the source of modGr., Slav., and 
Turkish forms; ult. origin unkn. (an 
Oriental source cannot be proved), 

scart ska.rt (Sc.) cormorant. xv. MSc. 
scartlz- 0~. skarfr, more closely repr. in 
Orkney and Shetlands by scarf (xvn). 

scarus skE;>·r;Js parrot-fish. XVII. L., 
- Gr. skdros; supposed by the ancients to 
chew the cud. Also anglicized as scar, 
tscare (XVIII). 

scat sk~t tax, tribute (now only hist. of 
countries under Scand. rule) XIV; (in Orkney 
and Shetland) land-tax XVI. -ON. skattr = 
OE. sceat, OFris. skett money, cattle, OS. 
skat (Du. schat), OHG. scaz (G. schatz) 
treasure, Goth. skatts piece of money, 
money :- CGerm. "skattaz (whence OS!. 
skotl't cattle. 

scathe skei() (arch., dial.) injury, damage. 
XIII (La3.). -ON. skaai ~ OE. sceapa 
malefactor, (rarely) injury, OFris. skatha 
injury, OS. skaao malefactor, OHG. skado 
(G. schade) injury, harm :-Germ. *skapon, 
f. *shap-, whence also Goth. skapis harm, 
skapjan injure, a var. *skop- being repr. by 
ON. sk6i'f harmful thing, skcear harmful. 
(The OE. word, with J, is sparsely repr. in 
ME.) So scathe vb. injure xu (Om1);wither, 
sear xrx. -ON. skaiJa = OE. sceapian, 
OFris. skathia, OS. scaaon, OHG. skadon 
(Du., G. schaden) :-Germ. "skapojan. The 
sb. survives in gen. literary use in the comp. 
sca·theLESS (XII Orm- ON. skaalauss), the 
vb. in scathiNG2 skei·()iiJ (poet.) blasting, 
searing XVIII; fig. as of invective XIX; un
scathED1 Anskei·()d uninjured, orig. Sc. 
XIV (Sc. Leg. Saints). 

scatology sbt;:~•l;:~d3i (path.) diagnosis by the 
freces. XIX. f. Gr. skato-, sk8r dung ( cf. SCORIA) 
+-(o)LOGY. So sca·toMANCY skre·t-. XVI. 

scatter skre·ta.r tsquander, dissipate; dis
perse in many directions XIII (skatere). 
prob. var. of SHATTER, with sk- substituted 
for J- under Scand. influence. (j[ The in
stance of pt. scatered in 'Peterborough 
Chronicle', an. I 137, is pro b. an ex. of shatter, 
since in that text sc normally denotes f. 

scaup-duck sk5·pdAk duck of the genus 
Fuligula. xvn (Willughby). f. scaup bank 
providing a bed for shellfish, Sc. var. of 
scalp (xvr) bare piece of rock above water, 
perh. transf. use of SCALP. 
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SCAUR 

scaur sk5J (Sc.) precipitous bank, cliff. 
XIX (Scott). var. of SCAR1• 

scavage skre·vid3 (hist.) toll formerly 
levied in London on merchant strangers. 
xv (Caxton). -AN. scawage = ONF. escau
wage, f. escauwer inspect - Flem. scauwen 
= OE. sceawian see (SHOW). 

scavenger skre·vind3;:,.1 tofficer who took 
'scavage' and (later) kept the streets clean; 
person employed to clean streets XVI. alt. 
of scavager -AN. scawager, f. scawage; see 
prec. and -ER1 ; for the n cf. harbinger, 
messenger, passenger, wharfinger. Hence by 
back-formation sca·venge vb. XVII. 

Scavenger's daughter instrument of 
torture. XVI (latinized Scauingeri filia). 
alt. of Skevington, Skeffington, name of the 
inventor (Leonard S.), Lieutenant of the 
Tower in Henry VIII's reign. 

scazon skei·z;:,n (pros.) choliamb. xvn. 
- L. scazon - Gr. skdzon, sb. use of prp. m. 
of skdzein limp, halt. 

scenario sinii·riou, Jeinii•riou outline of 
the plot of a play. XIX. - It. scenario (f. 
scena SCEKE), anglicized as tscenary XVII. 

scend see SEND 2• 

scene sin apparatus for setting forth the 
action of a play; division of an act of a play; 
place of an action ; tstage performance XVI ; 
tstage of a theatre; view of an action, place, 
etc. ; episode, situation in real life xvn ; 
stormy encounter (so F. jaire une scene) 
XVIII. - L. scena, scama stage, scene - Gr. 
skeni! tent, booth, stage, scene, rei. to skid 
shadow (cf. SHIMMER). Cf. F. scene (rare 
before XVII). So scenery si·n;:,ri tdramatic 
action (Richardson) ; decoration of a theatre 
stage (Burke) ; aggregate of features in a 
landscape XVIII. alt. of tscenary (see 
SCENARIO) by assim. of the ending to -ERY. 
scemc si·nik, se·nik. XVII. - L. scenicus -
Gr. skenikos, sce·niCAL xv. 

scent sent track (animals) by the smell; 
texhale an odour XIV; (from the sb.) per
fume XVII. Late ME. sent( e)- (O)F. sentir 
feel, perceive, smell = Pr., Sp. sentir, It. 
sentire :- L. sentire feel, perceive. Hence 
scent sb. odour of beast or man as a means 
of pursuit XIV (Barbour); sense of smell; 
distinctive odour xv. (jf The unexpl. sp. 
scent does not appear till XVII. 

sceptic, U.S. skeptic ske·ptik one who 
doubts. XVI. - F. sceptique (septik) or L. 
scepticus, in sb. pl. sceptici followers of the 
Greek philosopher Pyrrho of Elis (Quin
tilian)- Gr. skeptik6s, sb. pl. skeptikoi (Aulus 
Gellius), f. skeptesthai look about, consider, 
observe, f. "skep-, rei. to "skop- (as in 
sk6pos; see SCOPE, -SCOPE) and poss. meta
thesis of *spek. So sce·ptiCAL. XVII. 
sce·ptiCISM. XVII. - modL. scepticismus; 
cf. F. scepticisme. (jf The sp. with sk- and 
the consequent pronunc. are due to dii·ect 
recourse to Gr. ; it is recorded (along with 
sc-) from XVI, is the only sp. in J.'s Diet., 
and is the accepted form in U.S.A. 

SCHIST 

sceptre, U.S. scepter se·pt<JJ rod or wand 
as a symbol of regal or imperial authority. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. ceptre, septre (with 
later assim. to L. and Gr.)- OF. ceptre, 
(also mod.) sceptre, corr. to Sp. cetro, It. 
scettro - L. sceptrum- Gr. sk€ptron, f. ski!p
tein prop, ski!ptesthai prop oneself, lean (on); 
cf. SHAFT1• 

sch letter-group repr. in its earliest use the 
sound J, succeeding to OE. sc- (see SH); in 
modem sp. it has this value in schedule, 
schist, in a few G. words, e.g. schnapps, 
schorl, and (formerly) in Oriental words such 
as haschisch; it repr. sin schism (as earlier in 
schedule); it is pronounced sk in words of 
ult. Gr. origin, as scheme, scholastic, school, 
and in It. words, e.g. scherzo. 

schedule Je·djill, (U.S. ske·djul) tticket, 
label XIV; texplanatory slip accompanying 
a document xv; appendix to an act of 
parliament; classified statement or list XVI. 
Late ME. cedule, sedule- (O)F. cedule, corr. 
to Pr. cedula, Sp. cedula, It. cedola -late L. 
scedula small slip of paper, dim. of sceda, also 
scheda leaf of papyrus; see -ULE. (jf In XVI 
scedule, schedule reflect the current L. forms, 
the latter finally prevailing since mid-xvii. 
The pronunc. se·djill continued till c.I8oo, 
but was supplanted by Je·djill. In U.S.A. 
that with sk (after scheme) is current through 
the authority of \Vebster. 

scheme skim tfigure of rhetoric XVI ; 
tdiagram; analytical or tabular statement; 
plan, design XVII. - L. schema - Gr. 
schema form, figure, f. *skh- :-pre-Hellenic 
*zgh-, var. of *segh- (whence Gr. hexis 
habit; cf. HECTIC). The usual medL. render
ing of skhema being figura, scheme was used 
in XVI-XVII as a syn. of figure in several 
techn. senses. Hence vb. XVIII. So sche
mA·Tic. XVIII. - modL. schematicus, f. 
schemat-, schema; cf. G. schematisch. 
sche·matrsM. XVII. - L. -Gr. 

scherzando sk~Jtsre·ndou (mus.) playfully. 
XIX. -It. scherzando, gerund of scherzare 
play, sport, f. scherzo sport, jest, (mus.) 
lively movement- (M)HG. scherz, f. scher
zen, f. base of schernen, f. OHG. skern (see 
SCORN). 

schism sizm breach of the unitv of the 
visible Church XIV (Gower); offence of 
promoting this xv; sect so formed XVI. 
Late ME. scisme, sisme- OF. scisme, sisme 
(mod. schisme), corr. to Pr., It. scisma, Sp. 
cisma- ecc!L. schisma- Gr. skhisma rent, 
cleft, in ?\.T. division in the Church, f. 
*skhid-, base of skhizein split, cleave. The 
sp. was assim. (xvi), as in F., to the L. form. 
So schismA·Tic. XIV (sb., PP!.). - (O)F. 
- ecclL. - ecc!Gr.; -!CAL XVI. 

schist Jist (geol.) fissile crystalline rock. 
XVIII (first in modL. form schistus). - F. 
sclziste- L. schistos (lapis s. 'fissile stone', 
Pliny)- Gr. skhistos (s. lithos perh. talc), 
pp. adj. f. *skhid- (see prec.). Hence 
schi·stosE1• XVIII. 



SCHIZO-

schizo- skai·zou, skaiza·, skidz- comb. 
form irreg. repr. Gr. skhizein split (cf. 
SCHISM and prec.), used from c. r84o in 
scientific terms, as schizodon, schizomycete, 
schizopod; schizophrenia -fri·nia (path.) 
'split mind', condition characterized by 
cleavage of mental functions, Gr. plwin 
mind xx (P. E. Bleuler, of Zurich; modL., 
after F. schizophrenie; see -IA1); hence 
schizophrenrc -fre·nik adj. and sb. xx. 

schnap(p)s Jnreps spirit resembling Hol
lands gin. XIX. -G. schnap(p)s dram of 
drink, liquor (esp. gin)- LG., Du. snaps 
gulp, mouthful, f. snappen seize, snatch 
(see SNAP). 

schnauzer Jnau·za.r German breed of 
house dog. xrx. G., f. schnauze snout. 

schnorkel Jn5·.rkal see SNORKEL. 
scholar sb·la.t pupil in a school; one 

devoted to learning, learned person XIV; 
student receiving emolument from a 
school, etc. XVI. ME. scaler, aphetic 
-OF. escoler, -ier (mod. ecolier) -late L. 
scholiiris, f. L. schola SCHOOL; see -AR. The 
L. word was adopted in late OE. scol(i)ere 
pupil, learner, MDu. sclzolare, -er, Du. 
scholier), OHG. scuolari (G. schiller). Hence 
scho·larLY1. XVII; earlier scho·larLIKE 
(xvi). scho·larsHIP. XVI. 

scholastic skolre·stik pert. to the school
men XVI, pert. to education in schools XVII ; 
characteristic of 'the schools', pedantic 
XVIII; sb. schoolman XVII. - L. sclzolasticus 
- Gr. sklzolastik6s studious, learned, sb. 
scholar, f. sklzoldzein be at leisure, devote 
one's leisure to learning, f. skhote; see 
SCHOOL, -IC, and cf. (O)F. sco!astique, etc. 
So schola·stiCAL. XVI (in all senses earlier). 
Hence schola·sticrsM. XVIII. 

scholium skou·liam, pl. -ia ia explanatory 
note, comment. XVI. - modL. scholium- Gr. 
sklz6lion, f. sklzote learned discussion (see 
SCHOOL). So scholiast skou·lirest com
mentator. XVI. - late Gr. skholiasds, f. 
skholidzein, f. skh6lion; cf. F. scoliaste (xvr, 
Rabelais). 

schooll sku! place or establishment for 
instruction; body of teachers of a subject in 
a university (spec. applications vary). OE. 
scot, scolu, corr. to MLG., MDu. schole (Du. 
school), OHG. scuola (G. sclzule), Germ. 
- medL. scala, for L. schola - Gr. skhoU 
leisure, employment of leisure in disputa
tion, lecture, (later) school; reinforced in 
ME. by aphetic- OF. escole (mod. ecole) = 
Pr. escola, etc. - CRom. scala; the adoption 
of the L. word (which itself superseded 
liidus prop. game) is CEur.; cf. W.ysgol, Oir. 
scol (lr., Gael. sgoil), Russ. shkola, etc.; the 
native name was liirhiis 'lore-house'. Hence 
vb. XVI; cf. G. sclzulen, etc. schoo·lMAN 
(cf. OE. sciilmann learner) in medireval 
universities, one who treated of logic, meta
physics, and theology. XVI. 

school" sku! shoal of fish, etc. XIV. -
MLG. ,MDu. sch6le (Du. school) troop, 

SCILICET 

multitude, spec. 'school' of whales = OS. 
scala, OE. scolu troop :- WGerm. *skulo, 
perh. orig. division, f. *skul- *skel- *skat
divide (see SHELL, SKILL). 

schooner sku·na.t small sea-going fore-and
aft-rigged vessel. XVIII (skooner, scooner). 
Said to be agent-noun (-ER1) f. New Eng
land vb. *scoon or *scun skim along water, 
for which there is no evidence; adopted in 
many Eur. langs. 

schorl J5.rl (min.) (black) tourmaline. xvm. 
- G. schorl, earlier sclzrul, schurZ, schirl, 
schir-, schorlich, of unkn. origin. 

schottische Ja·tiJ, Jati· J dance resembling 
the polka introduced into England in 1848. 
xrx. - G. (der) schottische (tanz) the ScoT
TISH dance. 

sciagraphy saire·grafi projection of 
shadows, delineation of light and shade. 
XVI (sciographie). -F. scia-, sciographie- L. 
scia-, sciographia - Gr. skiii-, skiographiii, 
f. skiii-, skiogrdphos, f. skid shadow + 
-graplzos j see SHINE1, -GRAPHY. 

sciatic saile·tik pert. to or affecting the hip. 
XVI. - (O)F. sciatique- late L. sciaticus, alt. 
of isclziaticus, for L. ischiadicus (after 
-aticus -.nrc) - Gr. iskhiadik6s (Hippo
crates, Galen, Dioscorides), f. iskhion hip
joint, pl. iskhia haunches, hams (cf. medL. 
scia hip). Cf. Pr. sciatic, Sp. cidtico, It. 
sciatica. So sciatica saile·tika. xv (cye
tica, sytyca). - late L. sciatica (sc. passio 
morbid affection, illness). 

science sai·ans knowledge, esp. of a tech
nical kind. XIV (Rolle). -OF. science, corr. 
to Pr. sciensa, Sp. ciencia, Pg. sciencia, It. 
scienza- L. scientia, f. scient-, prp. stem of 
scire know; see -ENCE. The foil. related or 
deriv. sbs. meaning 'man adept in science' 
are all&:.,.,ag>..y6f'£Vaexceptthefirst; tsciencer 
(xvi-xvn), tscientiate (xvu), tsciencist 
(XVIII), tscientman (xvn); they are rep!. by 
scientiST sai·antist XIX (r84o, Whewell). 
The foil. adjs. were variously current: 
tscient having knowledge or skill (xv Lydg. 
-XIX) - prp. of L. scire in Rom. largely rep!. 
by sapere (cf. SAPIENT); tsciential (xv Pecock 
to xrx) - late L. scientiiilis; tscie·ntic, t-ical 
XVI- F. scientique; tscie·ntious xvu (only); 
tscie·ntive XVI (only)- OF.; they were 
finally superseded by scientiFIC saianti·fik 
(also t-ical) XVI (of proof, etc.) demonstra
tive ; concerned with science or the sciences 
XVI; pert. to science XVIII. - (O)F. scien
tijique or late L. scientificus, equiv. to 
scientiam jaciens producing knowledge, used 
primarily in translations of Aristotle's works 
to render Gr. ETTLU77JfLOVLKos (f. ETT<u-rrif.Lwv 
possessing knowledge, f. ETT<UT~fl''l know
ledge), and applied first to arguments or 
proofs, later extended to matters and persons 
having to do with science. Cf. CONSCIENCE, 
PRESCIENCE. 

scilicet, ab brev. scil., sc. sai-liset that is 
to say, to wit. XIV. L., contr. of scirt licet 
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SCILLA 

'it is permitted to know'; sdre (see prec.), 
licet 3rd sg. pres. ind. of licere (see LICIT). 

scilla si-!a liliaceous plant of the genus 
Scilla. XIX. - L. scilla- Gr. skilla. Cf. 
SQUILL. 

scimitar si·mit<JJ short curved one-edged 
sword. xvr. Introduced in various forms 
(cimiterie, cemitere, cymitare, scimitar) repr. 
F. cimeterre, cimiterre, It. scimitarra, 
tcimitara, Sp., Pg. cimitarra, Pers. #m~ir 
(whence Gr. sampsirti). 

scincoid ski·l)koid resembling a skink. 
XVIII. - modL. scincoides, f. L. scincus 
SKINK; see -OlD. 

scintilla sinti·h minute particle. XVII 
(anglicized tscintill XVI). - L., spark. So 
sci·ntil1ATE3 sparkle. XVII. f. pp. stem of 
L. scintilltire, f. scintilla. scintilla·TION. 
XVII. - L.; so F. 

sciolist sai ·;,list smatterer. XVII. f. late L. 
sciolus, dim. f. scius (cf. CONSCIOUS), f. base 
of L. scire know; see SCIENCE, -IST. 

sciomancy sai·o(u)mrensi divination by the 
shades of the dead. XVII. - modL. scio
mantia, f. Gr. skio-, skid shadow; see SHINE; 
-MANCY. 

scion sai·:>n shoot, slip, graft xrv; heir, 
descendant XIX. ME. sioun- OF. ciun, 
cion, sion (mod. scion), perh. alt. of eldon (as 
in mod. Picard dial.)- Germ. *kiiJon shoot. 

scire facias sai;rri fei·Jires (leg.) writ re
quiring the sheriff to summon the party 
before the court. xv. sb. use of law L. 
phr. ('you are to do (him) to wit'), the 
essential formula of the writ. 

scirrhous si·r<Js pert. to a scirrhus. XVI. 
-F. scirrheux (now squirreux)- modL. 
scirrhosus, f. scirrhus (used in Eng. since 
XVII) hard tumour (scirros in Pliny) - Gr. 
sklrros, skfros hard (substance); see -Ol:S. 

scission si•J::Jn cutting, division. xv (rare 
before XVIII). - (O)F. scission or late L. 
scissio(n-), f. pp. stem of scindere cut, cleave, 
f. IE. *sk(h)id-, *sk(h)eid-; cf. Gr. skhizein 
split, Separate, and SCHIS:'<I1 SCHIST, SCHIZO-; 
see -ION. 

scissors si·z:>Jz cutting instrument con
sisting of a pair of pivoted handled blades. 
XIV (Ch.). Late ME. sisoures- (O)F. 
cisoires (now only 'large shears', the sense 
'scissors' being appropriated to ciseaux, pl. 
of tcisel CHISEL), repr. medL. *cisoria, pl. of 
late L. cisorium, f. -cis-, -cidere, var. in 
comp. of L. ems-, credere cut (cf. CEMENT, 
CONCISE). For the ending -or(s) see MIRROR. 
q The sp. with sc-, dating from XVI, is due 
to assoc. with L. scindere (see prec. and cf. 
L. uissor carver, in medL. tailor). 

sciurine sai·jurain pert. to squirrels. XIX. 
f. L. sciilrus- Gr. skiouros, f. skid shadow+ 
ourd tail; see SHINE, ARSE, -INE1• 

sclaff sklref (in golf) scrape the ground. 
XIX. spec. use of Sc. sclaff strike with a flat 
surface, shuffle along, perh. of imit. origin. 

SCOOP 

sclero- skli<J·rou, skli<Jro· comb. form of 
Gr. skleros hard (see SKELETON). XIX. So 
sclero·sis morbid hardening. XIV. medL. 
sclerosis (usu. sclir-, repr. late Gr. pronunc. 
of TJ)- Gr. sklirosis, f. skleroiln harden. 
sclerotic -:>·tik xvr. - medL. 

scoff1 sbf contemptuous ridicule XIV; 
also vb. perh. of Scand. origin; cf. early 
modDa. skoj, skuj jest, mockery, skuffe 
jest, mock, also (as now) deceive, disap
point, rei. to OFris. skoj mockery, OHG. 
skoph poet (cf. scoP). 

scoff• sk:>f (sl. and dial.) eat voraciously; 
seize, plunder XIX. orig. var. of synon. 
(dial.) 5caff (xvrrr), rei. to contemp. scaff 
food; later assoc. with S. African scoff food, 
meal- Afrikaans (Du.) schoft (prop.) quarter 
of a day, (hence) any of the four meals of the 
day. 

scold skould ribald or abusive person (esp. 
a woman). XIII (the ex. in 'Ormulum' 2192 
may mean 'poet, minstrel'). prob. -ON. 
skdld J::Oet, SKALD, in comps. also with 
dyslogistic implication (e.g. skdldskapr, 
prop. poetry, which has in the Ice!. law
books the spec. sense of libel in verse), hence 
(perh. by a spec. Eng. development), 
libellou>, scurrilous, or ribald person. 
Hence scold vb. tquarrel i noisily, (later) 
be vehement or persistent in reproof or 
faultfinding (to) XIV (PPI., Trevisa). 

scollop see SCALLOP. 
scolopendra sblope·ndr::J ffabulous sea

fish xn ; centipede, millipede XVII.- L. · 
-Gr. skol6pendra, prob. of alien origin. 

sconce1 skvns lantern or screened candle
stick c 1rried by a handle XIV ; bracket
candlestick xv. Aphetic- OF. esconse (i) 
hiding-place, (ii) lantern or- medL. sconsa, 
aphetic of absconsa (sc. laterna) dark lantern, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of L. abscondere hide (see 
ABSCOND). 

sconce2 sk:>ns (arch. sl.) head. xvr. perh. joe. 
use of prec. 

sconce3 sbns (fortif.) small fort or earth
work. xvr. - Du. schans, tschant..-e brush
wood, screen of brushwood for soldiers, 
earthwork of gabions- (M)HG. schanze 
(whence also MLG. schantze), of unkn. 
origin; the orig. meaning was perh. 
'bundle of twigs'. Cf. ENSCONSE. 

sconce• sk:>ns (Dniv. sl.) fine in a tankard 
of ale, etc., e.g. for breach of discipline or 
convention. XVII. Early exx. have allusions 
to head-money and being 'taxt by the poul', 
suggesting that the term arose from a joe. 
ref. to SCONCE 2• Hence sb. XVII. 

scone sk:>n, skoun round cake of wheat or 
barley meal baked on a griddle, quadrant
shaped section of this. XVI (scon, Douglas). 
orig. Sc., perh. shortening of MLG. 
schonbrot, MDu. schoonbrot sxonbrot 'fine 
bread' (see SHEEN). 

scoop skilp utensil for baling or ladling 
XIV; kind of shovel xv. Orig. in nautical and 



SCOOT 

trade use from the Low Countries. - MLG., 
MDu. schope (Du. schoep) vessel for baling, 
bucket of a water-wheel = MHG. schuofe 
(G. tschufe) :- WGerm.j"'•sk6po(n), f. *sk6p
var. of *skap-, whence *skappjan draw 
water (repr. by OS. skeppian, Du. scheppen, 
OHG. scephan, G. sch6pfen); cf. SHAPE. 
Hence scoop vb. tladle or bale out XIV; 
remove (as) with a scoop XVII. Also in mod. 
use, orig. U.S., to take up in large quanti
ties; cut out (a rival newspaper editor, etc.) 
XIX (whence sb. exclusive piece of news). 

scoot sklit go suddenly and swiftly. XVIII 
(naut.). The orig. form is scout, which 
became obs. in early XIX; the present form 
seems to have been imported later from the 
U.S.A.; of unkn. origin. 

scop skop also erron. scrip, sc/Jp skoup 
Anglo-Saxon poet or minstrel. XIX (Lytton). 
Antiquarian revival (with sp.-pronunc.) of 
OE. stop, sceop (which, if surviving nor
mally, would have become *shop or *shope, 
*shoap) = OHG. scof, rei. to MDu. schop, 
OHG. scopf poet, jest, derision, 0~. skop 
mocking, railing (cf. SCOFF1). 

scope skoup object aimed at; room for 
exercise, free course; range of activity XVI ; 
length of cable at which a ship rides XVII. 
- It. scopo aim, purpose - Gr. skopds mark 
for shooting at, f. *skop- *skep-, as in 
skopeln observe, aim at, examine, skeptesthai 
(cf. SCEPTIC). 

-scope skoup terminal el. repr. L. -scopium 
-Gr. -skdpion (as in Jzoroscopium- horo-
skdpion casting of nativities), f. skopeln (see 
prec.); extended in medL. use in micro
scopium MICROSCOPE and telescopium TELE
SCOPE, on the model of which have been 
formed terms denoting scientific instru
ments for enabling the eye or the ear to 
make observations, e.g. baroscope, gyro
scope, laryngoscope, stethoscope. The corr. 
adjs. end in -sco·pic skopik with advs. in 
-sco·picalLY2 and nouns of action in 
-scopY3 sbpi. 

scorbutic sk5lbjii"tik pert. to scurvy. XVII. 
- medL. scorbiiticus, f. scorbutus scurvy 
(whence F. scorbut, It. scorbuto, etc.), perh. 
for *scorbiicus -l\1LG. schorbiik, Du. scheur
buik (whence G. scharbock, Ice!. skyrbjugr, 
etc.), f. MLG., MDu. schoren (Du. scheuren) 
break, lacerate + biik (buik) belly; cf. Du. 
tscheurmond (mond mouth) scurvy of the 
gums, scheurbeen (been bone) scorbutic 
affection of the bones. 

scorch sk5Jtj heat so as to dry up. xv. 
rei. obscurely to tskorkle (XIV, Ch.), fre
quent. of *skorke (cf. scorrcnenn in 'Ormu
lum', which may be- 0~. skorpna be 
shrivelled). tj] With the colloq. use 'cycle 
or motor at high speed' cf. F. phr. brzUer le 
pave 'burn the road'. 

score sk5;)l A. set of twenty (pro b. orig. as 
marked on a tally) (xr); B. notch, mark, 
stroke; account of times kept on a tally or 
board XIV ; amount of a bill or reckoning 

SCOT 

XVI ; account, reason XVII ; record of points 
in a game XVIII ; C. written or printed piece 
of concerted music (said to be so named 
from the practice of connecting the related 
staves by 'scores' or lines marking off the 
bars) XVIII. Late OE. *scoru, pl. scora, -e 
-ON. skor notch, tally, twenty :- *skuro, 
f. *skur- *sker- cut, SHEAR. So score vb. 
XIV. partly - ON. skora, f. skor; partly f. 
the Eng. sb. 

scoria sk5;)"fi;) slag, clinkers. XVII. - L. 
scoria dross- Gr. skoriti, f. sk/Jr dung (cf. 
SCATOLOGY), rei. to 0£. scearn, dial. sharn 
dung= OFris. skern, ON. skarn, etc., pp. 
formation on Germ. *sker- *skar- cut, 
divide, separate (see SHARE, SHEAR). 

scorn sk5ln tbehave contemptuously XII 
(Orm); tderide, (now) hold in disdain XIII. 
Aphetic - OF. escharnir, eschernir = Pr. 
escarnir, esquernir, Sp., Pg. escarnir, It. 
schernire :-Rom. *escarnire, *eskernire
Germ. *skarnjan, *skernjan, f. base of OS. 
skern, etc., jest, mockery. So scorn sb. xu 
(Orm). -OF. escarn, corr. to Pr. esquern, 
etc., f. the vbs. In sb. and vb. forms with 
-a- and -o- are equally early; the origin of 
the latter is obscure; there are difficulties in 
the way of referring them to F. tescorner, 
It. scomare insult, affront :-Rom. "'ex
corniire, deprive of horns, dishonour, f. L. 
ex EX- 1+cornii HORN. 

scorpion sk5·Jpi;)n arachnid whose sting 
causes intense pain XIII (AncrR.); (after 
I Kings xii II, z Chron. x II) knotted or 
armed cord XIV. - (O)F. scorpion = Pr., 
Sp. escorpion, It. scorpione :- L. scorpio(n-), 
extension of scorpius - Gr. skorpios. 

scorzonera sk5lz;)ni;)"r;) plant of the genus 
so named. XVII (earlier tscorzoner, Ger
arde). - It. scorzonera (whence F. scorsonere, 
Sp. escorzonera), f. scorzone :-Rom. *scur
tione, alt. of medL. curtio(n-) poisonous 
snake, for whese venom the plant may have 
been an antidote. 

scot sbt payment, contribution; scot and 
lot, taxes levied by a municipal corporation 
in proportionate shares upon its members 
xm. In ME. partly- ON. shot ( = OE. 
scot SHOT), partly aphetic- OF. escot (mod. 
ecot), of Germ. origin; in later use to some 
extent an antiquarian revival of the OE. 
form (cf. scoP). Hence scot-FREE· exempt 
from the payment of scot, fine, etc. ; 
exempt from injury or punishment XVI ; 
there is a parallel shot-free (xvr, Sh., Jonson). 

Scot skot (hist.) one of a Gaelic-speaking 
people first known in Ireland, and later 
settled in north Britain (Scotland) OE. ; 
native -of Scotland XIV. OE. *Scot, only in 
pl. Scottas -late L. Scottus (c.4oo), whence 
also OHG. Scotto (G. Schotte), MDu. 
Schotte, (also mod.) Schot. The regular 
medL. form was Scotus, whence OF. Escot, 
Sp. Escoto, It. Sea to; a var. Scotus may be 
repr. by ON. pl. Skotar. Nothing is known 
of the ult. origin. So Scotch sk"tf XVI, 
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SCOTCH 

Scots XIV (Scottis), reduced vars. of Scot
tiSH1 XIII (La3.), rep!. OE. Scyttisc (cf. 
(M)Du. schotsch, G. schottisch, t schottisch, 
ON. skotskr). Sco·tchMAN XVI. Sco·tsMAN 
XIV (Scottis man, Barbour). 

scotch1 skvtf make an incision in xv 
(Hoccleve); (from Theobald's emendation 
of scorch in Sh. 'Macbeth' III iv 13) injure 
or obstruct so as to render harmless for a 
time XVIII. Of unkn. origin. Hence sb. 
incision XV; SO in HOPSCOTCH. 

scotch2 skvtJ block, etc. placed under a 
circular object to prevent slipping. XVII. 
occas. skatch, which may indicate identity 
with scatch (xvi) stilt- OF. escache, whence 
Du. schaats SKATE 2• 

Scotist skou·tist follower of the 13th
century theologian Ioannes Duns Scotus 
(the Subtle Doctor); see -IST. XVI. 

scoundrel skau·ndr;Jl unscrupulous or un
principled person. XVI. Of unkn. origin; 
deriv. from Sc. and north. scunner shrink, 
flinch, is excluded by the phonology and the 
Eng. locality of the word, and deriv. from 
an OF. *esconderel (f. escondre evade :- L. 
abscond ere hide, ABSCOND) by its late 
appearance. See -REL. 

scour1 skau;J~ rid, clear (an area) XIII 
(Cursor M.); purge XIV (Barbour); cleanse 
by hard rubbing XIV (Ch.); clear out, get 
rid of xv (.::..ydg.); rake with gunshot XVI. 
prob. introduced by Flemish workmen, and 
- MLG., MDu. schiiren (whence G. scheu
ern, (M)Sw. skura, Da. skure)- OF. escurer 
(mod. ecurer clean, scour) = Pr., Sp. escu
rar, It. tsgurare, tscurare :- late L. exciirtire 
(medL. (e)sciirtire), f. L. ex EX-1 + c!lrare 
take care of, medL. clean, f. ciira CURE. 

scour2 skau;JX move about rapidly; pass 
rapidly over XIV. Of dubious early history 
and of unkn. origin. 

scourer skau;J•r;J~ tscout XIV; (arch.) 
roisterer XVII. Late ME. scoverour, aphetic 
of descoverour -OF. descouvreor, f. des
couvrir DISCOVER; afterwards apprehended 
as agent-noun of scouR2• 

scourge sk;i~d3 whip XIII ; instrument of 
divine chastisement XIV; cause of calamity 
XVI. Aphetic- OF. escurge, escorge, f. 
escorgier (cf. escorgiee, mod. e(s)courgee whip, 
Oit. scuriada, OF. escourjon thong of a 
whip) :-Rom. *excorrigiare, f. ex Ex-'+ 
corrigia thong, whip, perh. of Gaulish origin. 
So scourge vb. XIII (RGlouc.). - OF. 
escorgier. 

scout1 skaut spy, reconnoitre. XIV. Aphetic 
- OF. escouter (mod. ecouter) listen, alt. of 
ascolter = Pr. escoltar, It. ascoltare, etc. 
:-Rom. *ascultare, for L. auscultare (see 
AUSCULTATION). So scout sb. one sent 
ahead to reconnoitre. XVI. - OF. escoute, f. 
escouter; earlier in tscout-watch sentinel, 
spy (XIV), unless this is a comp. of the vb. 

SCRANNEL 

scout2 skaut flat-bottomed boat. xv. 
- MDu. schiite (Du. schuit), adopted earlier 
as schoute (xiv), rei. to ON. skuta (Da. 
skude) light fast vessel ; per h. to be referred 
to the base of SHOOT in the sense 'move 
rapidly'. 

scout• skaut tmock, deride XVII ; reject 
with scorn xvm. prob. of Scand. origin 
(cf. ON. skuta, skziti a taunt, skutyri'Ji, 
skotyroi abusive language), prob. f. base of 
skjota SHOOT. (If so, the word must have 
been in colloq. use long before it is recorded.) 
Cf. SHOUT. 

scout4 skaut (at Oxford, hence at Yale and 
Harvard), male college servant. XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin ; perh. spec. use of scouT1

• 

scow skau large flat-bottomed square
ended lighter. XVIII. - Du. schouw, earlier 
schouwe, sclzoude = LG. sclzalde, rei. to OS. 
skaldan push (a boat) from the shore. 

scowl skaul look with louring brows and 
threatening expression. XIV. First recorded 
from northerly and eastern areas; pro b. of 
Scand. origin (cf. Da. skule cast down one's 
eyes, give a sidelong look); perh. ult. rei, 
to late OE. sczilegede squint-eyed (varying 
with scylegede). Hence sb. XVI (Dunbar). 

scr-mayrepr. (r) locally, OE.scr-,as in screed, 
the standard development being slzr-, as in 
shred, shroud, (2) ON. skr-, as (partly) in 
scrape, (3) OF. escr-, as in screw, (4) MLG., 
MDu. schr- as in scrabble, scrub vb., (s) an 
expressive modification of cr-, as in scrag', 
scratch, scrunch. 

scrabble skne·bl make marks at random, 
scrawl; scratch about XVI ; scramble XVII. 
- MDu. sclzrabbelen frequent. of sclzrabben 
scratch, scrape ; cf. synon. MDu. schrtiven 
and SCRAPE. 

scrag1 skrreg lean person or animal XVI ; 
lean end of a neck of mutton XVII; neck XIX. 
perh. alt. oft crag(ge) xv-XVIII; see scR- (5). 
Hence vb. hang by the neck, throttle. XVIII. 
scra·ggy-1 lean. XVII. 

scrag• skrreg (dial.) stump of a tree, rough 
projection. XVI. Parallel to dial. scrog 
stunted bush, pl. brushwood (xiv), slzrag 
rag (xrv), twig (xvi), shrog bush, pl. under
wood (xv). Implied in ME. scra•ggv1 
rough, rugged, ragged. XIII (scraggi). 

scramble skrre·mbl make one's way by 
clambering, etc. XVI (Sidney); struggle with 
others for something XVI. Of symbolic 
form, combining dial. scamble and cramble 
(XVI), of allied meaning. 

scrannel skrre·nal (dial.) lean, thin. XVII 
(Milton 'Lycidas' 124 s. pipes, from which 
subsequent users of the word have inferred 
the meaning 'harsh, unmelodious'). Ob
scurely rei. to synon. dial. scrank (E. Coles, 
Diet. 1679), Sc. scranky (Ramsay, XVIII), 
scranny; all pro b. of ult. Scand. origin and 
derived from a base repr. by Norw. skran 
shrivelled, skrank lean large-boned figure. 
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SCRAP 

scrap1 skrrep pl. remains of food XIV 
(Trevisa); fragmentary portion xvr. -ON. 
skrap scraps, trifles, f. base of skrapa 
SCRAPE. Hence scrappY1 skrre·pi. XIX. 

scrap 2 skrrep tvillainous plot XVII ; struggle, 
tussle XIX. perh. f. SCRAPE. 

scrape skreip remove an outer layer from 
XIV; rake together with effort ; draw harshly 
or noisily over a surface XVI. -ON. skrapa 
or (M)Du. schrapen (whence also OF. 
escraper) = OE. scrapian scratch, ME. 
tshrape, rei. to Du., LG. schrappen (whence 
G. schrappen), MHG. schrapfen, schrepfen; 
for other prob. cogns. cf. SHARP. 

scratch skrretJ wound the surface of the 
skin with the nails, etc. xv (Caxton); rub 
lightly with the finger nails or claws XVI; 
make linear abrasions on XVII. pro b. blend
ing of synon. (dial.) scrat (scratte xm) and 
tcratch (cracche xm); the origin of these 
forms is obscure, but their meaning asso
ciates them with the similar MLG., MDu. 
kratsen, OHG. krazzon (G. kratzen), OSw. 
kratta scratch; (O)F. gratter GRATE 2, OF. 
esgrater (a pass. source of scrat), Sp. 
gratar, It. grattare are from Germ. Hence 
sb. result of scratching XVI; mark indicating 
starting-point xvru; adj. hastily done, col
lected, etc. XIX. 

Scratch skrretJ (dial.) usu. Old S., the 
Devil. xvm. alt. of (dial.) scrat, late ME. 
scrate (xv) hermaphrodite- ON. skrat(t)i 
wizard, goblin, monster, rel. to OHG. 
scrato (G. schrat) satyr, sprite. 

scrawl skr51 write in a sprawling untidy 
manner. XVII. perh. trans£. use of (dial.) 
scrawl sprawl, crawl (XIV), prob. blending 
of CRAWL and SPRAWL; cf. SCR- 5· Hence 
sb. XVII. 

scream skrim utter a shrill piercing cry. 
XIII. Either aberrant repr. (see SCR-) of late 
OE. *sirmman, ME. shreame (xrn) or -
the rel. MDu. *schreemen (so \VFlem.; 
cf. MDu. schreem sb.) = OFris. *skrbna 
(WFris. skrieme weep). 

scree skri mass of detritus on a mountain
side. xvm. prob. back-formation from 
screes, for *screethes pl.- ON. skrioa land
slip, rel. to skrioa slide, glide = OE. 
scripan, OS. skriiJan, OHG. skritatl (G. 
schreiten). 

screech skritJ XVI. alt. (with expressive 
lengthening of vowel) of tscritch (scriche 
xm), f. imit. base repr. in OE. scriicettan; 
cf. (dial.) screak (xv), scrike (xrv), of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. skrrekja, Norw. scrika). So 
screech-owl (xvi, Sh.), earlier tscritch-owl. 

screed skrid (dial.) fragment severed, torn 
strip XIV; long roll or list, lengthy discourse 
xvm ; levelled strip of plaster XIX. pro b. 
var. repr. (see SCR-) of OE. screade SHRED. 

screen skrin contrivance to ward off heat, 
wind, light, etc. ; partition in a building xv; 
(fig.) xvr ; sifting apparatus XVI. Aphetic 

SCRIMSHAW 

- OFrank. *skrank,- ONF. escren, var. of 
escran (mod. ecran) = OHG. skrank, pl. 
skrenk (G. schrank cupboard) bar, barrier, 
fence (cf. mod. schranke). Hence vb. shelter, 
shield XV; sift XVII. 

screever skri·v;J.I (sl.) pavement artist. 
XIX. Agent-noun (-ER1 ) of screeve (sl.) 
write, draw pictures on a pavement, perh. 
- It. scrivere :- L. scribere write (see 
SCRIBE). 

screw skn1 A. mechanical contrivance of 
which the operative part is a spiral groove or 
ridge xv ; worm or boring part of a gimlet 
XVI; (fig.) XVII. B. (from the vb.) act of 
screwing xvm; object screwed or twisted 
up XIX. C. (sl. senses of obscure develop
ment) unsound horse; wages, salary XIX. 
In A- OF. escroue fern. (mod. ecrou m.) 
either (i) - WGerm. *scruva, = MHG. 
schrube (G. schraube), corr. to MDu. schruve 
(whence the Scand. forms), or (ii) :-(the 
source of the Germ. forms) L. scrofa sow 
(cf. SCROFULA), medL. female screw (for the 
sense development cf. Sp. puerca sow, 
screw). Hence screw vb. XVII (Sh.). 
screwed skrud (sl.) intoxicated; perh. a 
joe. variant on tight; also (earlier) screwy. 

scribble skri·bl write carelessly or hastily. 
XV. - medL. scribilliire ( cf. rare L. con
scribilliire), dim. formed on L. scribere write 
(see next); see -LE3 • 

scribe skraib doctor of the Jewish law XIV 
(PPL); secretary, clerk XIV (Wycl. Bible); 
copyist, transcriber xvr. - L. scriba official 
or public writer (in Vulg. tr. Gr. ypafL
fLUT£vs, Heb. sopher), f. scribere trace 
characters, write, f. IE. base *skreibh
scratch, incise, repr. also in Oir. and Lith., 
and by Gr. skar'iphasthai scratch (cf. 
SCRIPT and SHRIVE). For semantic develop
ment cf. WRITE. So scribe vb. (in car
pentry) mark or score (wood, etc.), shape 
the edge of. XVII. Of obscure development; 
varying with scrive; per h. orig. for describe, 
tdescrive. (jf The L. vb. is repr. by many 
comps. with prefi.xes, e.g. ascribe (ascrip
tion), conscribe (conscript, conscription), de
scribe (description), transcribe (transcript, 
transcription). 

scrimmage skri·mid3, scrummage skrA·
mid3 tskirmish xv; noisy contention, con
fused struggle XVIII (spec. in rugby football 
XIX; cf. SCHUM). alt. of tscrimish, var. of 
SKIRMISH, with assim. of the ending to -AGE; 
for the change of iJ to id3 cf. dial. rubbidge 
for rubbish. 

scrimp skrimp scanty. xvm. In early use 
Sc. ; of unkn. origin ; for possible cogns. see 
SHRIMP and for similar expressive structure 
cf. SKIMP. So scrimp vb. scant, skimp. 
XVIII. 

scrimshaw skri·mf5 {sl.) handicrafts prac
tised by sailors on long voyages. XIX. Also 
scrimshander, -shandy; of unkn. origin; perh. 
f. the surname Scrimshaw; cf. for the form 
scrimshanker (soldier's sl.) shirker. 
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SCRIP 

scrip' skrip wallet, satchel. XIII (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic- OF. escrep(p)e purse, bag for 
alms, var. of escherpe (mod. echmpe) or
ON. skreppa, which may itself be- OF.; 
ult. Germ. *'skerpii (latinized as scerpa 
equipment). 

scrip 2 skrip (dial.) piece of paper with 
writing on it. XVI (Sh.). perh. alt. of 
SCRIPT by assoc. with SCRAP. 

scrip3 skrip A. (orig.) receipt for the 
portion of a loan subscribed, (now) share 
certificate XVIII ; B. trade price of a book 
25% below published price XIX. In A 
short for sublscripltion (receipt); in B for 
subiscripJtion price. 

script skript piece of writing XIV (exa
minee's written papers XIX); (kind of) hand
writing XIX. In late ME. aphetic- OF. 
escript, for escrit (now ecrit), whence 
tscrit(e) XIII-XV :- L. scriptum, sb. use of 
n.pp. of scrfbere write (see SCRIBE). scrip
toRIUM skript5·ri;:,m writing-room. XVIII, 
(anglicized scriptory xv). - medL. scrip
ture skri·ptf;u Holy Writ, the Bible xm 
(Cursor M.); (arch.) inscription XIV. - L. 
scriptilra, f. script-, pp. stem of scribere; see 
SCRIBE, -URE. So scri·pturAL1• XVIJ, 
-late L. scrivenER skri·v;:,n;:,J professional 
scribe XIV; notary xv. f. ME. scrivein 
(xm), aphetic- OF. escrh·ein (mod. ecri
vain) = Pr. escrivd, etc. :-Rom. *scribano, 
f. L. scriba SCRIBE, with -linus -AN; see -ER1 . 

scritch skritJ see SCREECH. 
scrofula skm·fjo.l;:, disease characterized by 

degeneration of the lymphatic glands. XI\'. 
In early use pl. after late L. scrofulce, dim. f. 
L. scriifa breeding-sow (supposed to be 
subject to the disease; cf. synon. Gr. 
khoirddes, pl. of khoirds like a hog's back); 
in sg. form XVIII. Hence scro •fulous. XVII. 

scroll skroul roll of paper or parchment; 
writing, list, roll; inscribed paper xv ; 
scroll-like ornament XVII. Late ME. 
scrowle, alt., after rowle, ROLL, of scrow 
(XIII), aphetic- A~. escrm('e, OF. escroe 
strip, esp. of parchment- Germ. '*skrauiJa 
SHRED. See ESCROW. 

scrotum skrou·t;:,m pouch-like enclosure 
of the testicles. xvr. - L. scrotum; cf. 
scrautum skin sheath for arrows. 

scrouge skrud3, skraud3 (sl.) crowd out. 
XVIII (Johnson). alt. of (dial.) scruze (xvr, 
Spenser), perh. blending of SCREW vb. and 
SQUEEZE. 

scrounge skraund3 (sl.) acquire illicitly. 
XX. var. of dial. scrunge steal. 

scrub' skrAb rub hard. XIV. ME. scrobbe, 
beside shrubbe, prob. -MLG., MDu. schrob
ben, schrubben (cf. SCR-). 

scrub• skrAb low stunted tree XVI (doubt
fully XIV); dwarf cattle; mean little fellow 
XVI. var. of SHRUB; see SCR- I. 

scruff skrAf nape of the neck. xvm. orig. 
alt. of scuff, scuft (xvm), of which there is 

SCULLERY 

a synon var. cuff (xvm); perh. based ult. 
on ON. skoft (= OHG scujt, Goth. skuft) 
hair of the head; cf. (M)HG. schopf. 

serum skrAm XIX. Shortening of serum
mage, SCRIMMAGE. 

scrumptious skrA·mPJas (orig. U.S. colloq.) 
first rate, 'grand'; (also formerly) fastidious, 
'particular' xrx. Of unlm. origin. 

scrunch skr.m'J (colloq.) XIX. Expressive 
alt. of CRUNCH; dial. crush, squeeze; see 
SCR- 5· 

scruple skru·pl A. small unit of weight or 
measurement; B. thought or doubt trou
bling the conscience. XVI (occas. tscrupule). 
-F. scrupule (corr. to Sp. escrupulo, etc.) or 
L. scriipulus, -ulum in above senses, dim. of 
scrz'ipus rough or sharp pebble, anxiety 
(Cicero). scru·ple vb. XVII. f. the sb. 
or -F. scrupulous skru·pjul;:,s. xv. 
scru:pulo·srTY. XVI -F. or L. (jf Preceded 
by tscriple (xrv (Wyclif) to xvr.) - L. scri
pulum, var. of scrilpulum; tscripulous (xv
XVI!). 

scrutator skrO.tei·t;u one who examines 
closely. xvr. - L. scriitiitor, f. scriltiiri search, 
examine, f. scriita trash, rubbish, the orig. 
application being to the rummaging of rag
pickers or the searching of persons; see 
-ATOR. So scrutinY4 skru·tlni formal 
taking of votes xv; close investigation XVII ; 
official examination of votes XVIII. - L. 
scriltinium. Hence scrutinEE'R XVII, earlier 
tscrutiner XVI; see -ER', -EER. scru·tiniZE. 
XVII; cf. F. scrutiner (xvm). 

scrutoire skru·twar (arch.) XVII. Aphetic 
of escrutoire, unexpl. var. of ESCRITOIRE. 

scry skrai (dial.) descry; act as a crystal
gazer XVI (revived 1894 by Andrew Lang). 
Aphetic of DESCRY. 

scud skAd move briskly, now esp. of 
objects driven by the wind. XVI (More). 
poss. alt. of secT, as if to race like a hare. 

scudo sku·clou pl. scudi silver com 
fonnerly current in Italian states. XVII. 
It. = OF. escu (mod. ecu), Sp. escudo 
shield, coin bearing a shield :- L. scz'itum 
shield. 

scuffle skdl struggle confusedly together. 
XVI. prob. f. Scand. base (cf. Sw. skuff, 
skuffa puslt) to be referred to Germ. *skuf
SHOVE. 

sculduddery, skul- skAidA·d;:,ri (Sc.) 
fornication XVIII; obscenity XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

sculduggery, skul- skA!dA·g;:,ri (U.S.) 
tricky doings. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

scull skAI kind of oar. XIV. Of unkn. 
origin; identity with SKCLL is poss. Hence 
scuJI vb. XVII. 

scullery skA·lJri (hist.) department of a 
household concerned with kitchen utensils 
XV; room attached to a kitchen XVIII. - AN. 
squiUerie, for OF. escuelerie, f. escuelier 
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SCULLION 

maker or seller of dishes, f. escuele :- Rom. 
"'scutella (by assoc. with L. scutum shield), 
for L. scutella salver, waiter, dim. of 
scutra wooden dish or platter; see -ERY. 

scullion skA·lj;m (arch.) servant who per
formed menial offices in the kitchen. xv 
(scul3on, Cath. Angl.). Of unkn. origin. 

sculpin skA·lpin any of several worthless 
spiny fishes. XVII. perh. alt. of scorpene- L. 
scorprena- Gr. skorpaina, presumably f. 
skorpios SCORPION. 

sculpture skA·lptf;}J art of carving in hard 
material, products of this. XIV (Gower; 
rare before XVII ; occas. tsculture XVI - It. 
scu[t,~ra). - L. sculptura (whence F. sculp
ture, etc.), f. pp. stem of sculpere, 
var. of scalpere (cf. SCALPEL), generalized 
from the comps. exsculpere, insculpere; see 
-URE. Hence scu·lpture vb. (Evelyn; 
earlier sculp tengrave xvr, now chiefly 
colloq. or joe. xvm; also sculpt xrx), 
scu·lpturAL1 xrx (Shelley). So scu·lptoR1• 

XVII. - L.; cf. F. sculpteur. 
scum skArn tfoam, froth XIII ; film of 

floating matter on liquid XV; fig. xvr. 
- MLG., MDu. schiim (Du. schuim) = 
OHG. scum (G. schaum; cf. MEERSCHAUM), 
ON. skzim :-Germ. "'skzlman (whence Pr. 
escuma, OF. escume, mod. ecume, It. 
schiuma), f. *skii- cover. Hence scum vb. 
tskim XIV (Trevisa); tscour the surface of 
XV; throw up as scum XVII. 

scumble skA·mbl spread colour over a 
picture to soften hard lines, etc. XVIII. poss. 
f. SCUM vb.+-LE3 • 

scuncheon skA·nJ;}n (archit.) bevelled 
inner edge. xv. Aphetic- OF. escoinson 
(mod. ecoinfon), f. es- EX-1 +coin corner (cf. 
COIGN) + L. -sio(n-) -SION. 

scup skAp (U.S.) fish Pagrus argyrops. 
XIX. Shortened- Narragansett mishcup, f. 
mishe large, cuppi scale. Also scuppaug 
skA·p5g XIX; for mishcuppiiuog, pl. of 
mishcup, Stenotomus versicolor. 

scupper1 skA·p;}.t opening in a ship's side 
on a level with the deck. xv. perh. -AN. 
aphetic deriv. of OF. escopir (mod. ecopir) 
:- CRom. *skuppire spit, of imit. origin; cf. 
G. speigatt scupper, f. speien spit + gat(t) 
hole (GATEl). 

scupper• skA·p;}J (mil. sl.) surprise and 
massacre; (pass.) be done for. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin; first recorded at Suakin. 

scuppernong skA·p;}.tm>IJ variety of musca
dine. XIX. name of a river and lake in N. 
Carolina, U.S.A. 

scurf sk5.tf scales of epidermis characteriz
ing a morbid condition of the skin formerly 
so called. Late OE. scurf, prob. alt. of 
sceorf by the influence of ON. *skurjr, 
implicit in skurf6ttr scurfy, f. base allied to 
that of OE. sceorfan gnaw, sceorfian cut into 
shreds; cf. (M)HG., (M)LG. schorf scab, 
scurf. Hence scu·rfv1• XVII (isolated ex. xv 
in_ Cath. Angl. ), 

SCYE 

scurrilous skA·ril;}s coarsely opprobrious 
or jocular. XVI (Gascoigne). Contemp. with 
synon. tscurrile (Drant), on which it is 
formed with -ous; - F. scurrile or L. 
scurrilis (see -ILE), f. scurra buffoon. So 
scurriliTY skAri·liti. XVI (Dunbar). -F. 
or L. 

scurry skA·ri go rapidly or hurriedly. XIX. 
Second el. of HURRY-SCURRY used inde
pendently. «1[ Chronology seems to pre
clude connexion with tscurrier (xv-xvu) 
scout. 

scurvy ska· .tvi characterized by scurf XVI; 
see -Y1• Hence sb., partly ellipt. for ts. 
disease XVI, the spec. application being 
determined by assoc. with the like-sounding 
F. scorbut, LG. schorbiik (see SCORBUTIC). 

scut skAt thare xv (Promp. Parv.); short 
erect tail of rabbit, etc. XVI (Palsgr.). rei. to 
i"scut adj. short, sb. short garment (Promp. 
Parv.), tscut vb. cut short, dock (Palsgr.); 
of unkn. origin; connexion with ON. skutr 
(::-Jorw. skut) end of a vessel is pass. 

scutage skju·tid3 (hist.) tax levied on 
knights' fees, esp. in lieu of military service. 
xv. - medL. scuttigium, f. L. scutum shield, 
after OF. escuage; see -AGE. 

scutate skjii·teit covered with large scales; 
shield-shaped. XIX. - L, scutiitus having a 
shield, f. SCUTUM; see -ATE 2• 

scutch skAtJ dress (fibre) by beating. XVIII. 
-OF. *escouclzer, dial. var. of escousser :
Rom. *excusstire, f. pp. stem excuss- of L. 
excutere, f. ex EX-1 + quatere shake (cf. 
QUASH). 

scutcheon skA·tJ;}n aphetic var. of AN. 
escuclzon ESCUTCHEON. XIV (Ch., Wyclif). 

scuttle1 skA·tl tdish, trencher (OE.), xv; 
(dial.) corn-basket, grain-shovel XIV; wide
mouthed basket xv; bowl-like vessel for 
coal XIX. Late OE. scutel 'catinus' does not 
seem to have survived; ME. scutel is first in 
northern use- ON. skutill, corr. to OS. 
skutala = MLG. schotele, MDu. schotele 
(Du. schotel), OHG. scu:;:;ila (G. schiissel, 
whence Lett. skutelis); all- L. scutula or 
scutella, rei. to sczttra dish, platter. 

scuttle• skA·tl opening in a ship's deck xv; 
trap-door XVIII. perh. - F. tescoutille (mod. 
ecoutille) hatchway- Sp. escotilla (the sense 
'scuttle' is expressed by the derivs. F. 
ecoutillon, Sp. escotillon), dim. of escota 
cutting out of cloth, f. escotar cut out, f. L. 
ex EX-1 + Germ, '*skaut- SHEET. Hence 
scu·ttle vb. cut a hole in sides, bottom, or 
deck of (a ship). xvn. 

scuttle" skA·tl run with quick hurried steps. 
xv. Parallel with synon. (dial.) scuddle 
XVII, frequent. of scuD; see -LE3• 

scutum skjii•t;)m (nat. hist.) shield-shaped 
part or segment. XIX. techn. use of L. 
sczltum oblong shield. 

scye sai tailor's term for the opening in a 
coat into which a sleeve is inserted. xrx. 
Sc. and Ulster dial. word of unkn. origin, 
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SCYLLA 

Scylla si•b see CHARYBDIS. 
scypho- sai·fou, saifa· repr. Gr. skuplw-, 

comb. form of scuphos large drinking vessel 
(L. scyphus, the comb. form of which is 
scyphi- sai-fi). 
s~ythe sail\ long-handled long-bladed 

mstrument for mowing. OE. sipe, earlier 
*sigoi (written sigdi) = MLG. segede, sigde 
(LG. seged, seid, sichte), 0~. sigor :- Germ. 
*segipo, f. *seg- (:- *sek- cut; s~e SECTION), 
whence also synon. OS. segtsna, MDu. 
seisene (Du. zeis), OHG. segansa (G. sense). 
Hence vb. XVI (Sh.). (jf The sp. with sc
(xvii) is prob. due to assoc. with SCISSORS. 

Scy~hian si·l\i;m pert. to (one of) a people 
anciently occupymg far-eastern Europe. 
XVI. f. L. Scythia - Gr. Skuthiii, f. Skuthes 
Scythian; -IAN. (The OE. adj. was Sci]Jpisc.) 

'sdeath (see 's) XVII. 
se- prefix occurring in derivs. from Latin, 

repr. se (also sed) prep. and adv. without 
apart, as in SECEDE, SECLUDE, SECRET, SE~ 
CRETE, SEDUCE, SEGREGATE, SEPARATE. 

sea si body of salt water. OE. s;E = OFris. 
se, OS. seo, seu, d. sewa, OHG. seo, se, d. 
sewe (Du. zee, G. see), ON srkr, sjdr, sjor, 
Goth. saiws :- CGerm. *saiwiz, of unkn. 
origin (there being no CIE. word). comp. 
sea-coAL (xm) mineral coal (as dist. from 
charcoal) is in origin prob. coal derived 
from the sea (cf. AL. carbo rnaris xm), not 
coal brought by sea. (Late OE. srecol is jet, 
often got from the sea.) 

seal' sil aquatic mammal, spec. Phoca 
vitulina. OE. seol-, inflexional form of 
seolh (whence Sc. selch) ~ NFris. selich, 
MLG. sel, MDu. see!, zele, OHG. selah, 
ON. selr :-Germ. *selxaz, of unkn. origin. 
The sp. seal occurs xv. 

1eal2 sil (piece of wa.x for impressing) a 
device used in attesting a document. xm. 
-AN. seal, OF. seel (mod. sceau) = Pr. 
sael, Sp. sello, It. suggello, sigillo, Rum. sugel 
:- L. sigillurn small picture, statuette, seal 
dim. of signum SIGN. So seal vb. -OF: 
seeler (mod. sceller), f. seel. 

seam sim junctio~ made by sewing ; line 
made by two abuttmg edges. OE. seam = 
OFris. siim, MDu. sam (Du. zoom), OHG. 
soum (G. saum), ON. saumr- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *saumaz, f. *sau- *su- SEW. Hence 
seam vb. xvi. sea·msTER OE. seamestre 
se•mpSTER XVI si·msta.I, se·msta.I. sea·m~ 
strESs\ se·mpstrESsl xvii. 

seaman si·man one whose occupation is on 
the sea, sailor, (techn.) sailor below officer 
rank; OE. s;Emann, with Germ. parallels. 

seance ~e~·as .session of a body of persons, 
spec. spmtuahsts' meeting. XIX. F., f. OF. 
seoir :- L. sedere SIT ; see -ANCE. 

sear• si;1.1 become withered OE • cause to 
wither xv (Lydg.); bum, char ~I. OE. 
searian = OHG. soren :-Germ. *saw·ajan, 
f. *sauraz SERE. 

SECOND 

sear• sia.I portion of a gun-lock that en
gages with the notches of the tumbler. XVI. 
pro b.- OF. serre grasp, lock, bolt, (now) foot 
of a bird of prey, f. serrer grasp, hold fast. = 
Pr., Sp. sen·ar, It. serrare :-Rom. *serrare, 
for late L. seriire bar, bolt, f. sera bar for a 
door. 

search s;\.Itf examine thoroughly; look for· 
also intr. XIV. -AN. sercher, OF. cerchie; 
(mod. chercher) = Pr. cercar, It. cercare 
seek, Sp. cercar surround :- late L. circiire 
go round, f. L. circus CIRCLE. So search 
sb. XVI.- AN. serche, OF. cerche (tcherche) 
if not f. the vb. XIV. ' 

season si·z(a)n (appropriate) time or 
period XIII (Cursor M.); period of the year 
(spring, summer, autumn, winter); time of 
breeding, etc. xrv. ME. seson, -un -oun 
- 0!'. seson. (mod. saison) = Pr. sazo'n, Sp. 
sazo_n, I~· dral. sas~m, saschun :- L. satio(n-) 
sowmg, m Rom. time of sowing, seed-time 
f. *sa-, as in L. satus sown (cf. SEED; 
SEMEN, sow 2). So sea·son vb. render more 
palatable by the addition of a spice, salt etc. 
XIV; bring to maturity XVI. -OF. sais~nner 
(rep!. by mod. assaisonner), f. the sb. Hence 
sea·sonABLE suitable to the time, opportune. 
XIV (Wyclif, Hoccleve). sea·sonABLY. XIV 
(Usk). ~ea·sonAL1 • XIX. sea•sonrNcl tim
pregnatwn XVI ; savoury addition to a dish 
(F. assaisonnement) XVI. (jf The sense
development in the vb., as shown in Rom. 
dialects, is presumed to have been: 'sow' 
'cultivate at a favourable time', 'ripen' 
mature', 'cook well', 'add flavouring to'. ' 

se~t sit tsitting XII (Orm); place or thing to 
sit on xm (La3.); place of residence XIII. 
-ON. srkti = OE. gesete, MDu. gesaete 
(Du. gezeet), OHG. gasii:;i (G. gesiiss) :
Germ. *gas;Etfam, f. *sret- *set- SIT. Hence 
vb. XVI. 

sebaceous sibei·fi;)s greasy, oily. XVIII. 
f. L. sebiiceus, f. sebum tallow, rei. to SOAP; 
see -ACEOUS. 

sebesten sibe·stan plum-like fruit of the 
genus Cordia. XIV. - medL. sebesten
Arab. sabastiin - Pers. sapistiin. 

sec sek (of wines) dry. XIX. F.:- L. siccu-s. 
secant si·k:mt in full s.line. XVI (Blundevil). 

- F. secant adj., secante sb. (sc. ligne)
mo~L. use of L. secant-, seciins, prp. of 
secare cut; see SECTION, -ANT. 

secateurs sc·kat;}.Jz pruning clippers. XIX. 
-pl. of F. secateur, irreg. f. L. seciire cut (see 
SECTION)+-ateur -ATOR. 

secede sisi·d withdraw from an association. 
XVIII. - L. secedere, f. se- SE-+cedere go 
CEDE. So secesSION sise·fan xvn. -F. or L: 

seclude siklil·d shut off or away. xv. 
- L. seclildere, f. se- SE-+ claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE, CLOSE. So seclu·SION. XVII. 

medL. 
second1 se·kand coming next after the first 

XIII (RGlouc.); next in rank or succession 



SECOND 

(e.g. s. lieutenant) XIV; from XVI in various 
techn. (mainly ellipt.) uses as sb. - (O)F. 
second, fern. -onde = Pr. segon, Sp. segundo, 
It. secondo- L. secundus following, favour
able, second, f. base of sequi follow (see 
SEQUENCE). So se·cond sb. -lo of a minute. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. seconde- medL. secunda, 
sb. use (sc. minuta minute) of fern. of 
secundus, secunda minuta 'second minute' 
being the result of the second operation of 
sexagesimal division, the first being prima 
minuta. se·condARY belonging to the 
second class or order XIV; also sb. xv. 
- L. secundiirius; cf. (O)F. secondaire, etc.; 
hence se·condariLY2 xv. (![ In OE., as in 
German, there was no proper ordinal for the 
number two, oPer OTHER being so used; the 
resulting ambiguity . was removed by the 
adoption of the F. word. 

second 2 se·k;md support, back up. XVI 
(Sidney, Sh., Bacon). -F. seconder, corr. to 
Pr. segondar, etc. - L. secundiire favour, 
further, f. secundus, see prec. 

second3 sika·nd (miL, etc.) transfer (an 
officer) temporarily to other duties. xrx. 
f. F. phr. en second in the second rank (said 
of officers; cf. the use of SECOND lieutenant). 
seco·ndMENT. XIX. 

seconde sag5·d (fencing) the second of the 
eight parries. XVIII. -F. seconde, sb. use 
(sc. parade) of fern. of second SECOND1 ; the 
m. was also adopted as tsegoon (xviii). 

secrecy si·krasi secret quality. XVI. rep!. 
tsecrette (xv), f. secre or SECRET+ -TY2 or -v3, 

prob. after privatefp1·ivacy. 
secret si·krit kept from knowledge or ob

servation; sb. secret thing. xrv (PPL, 
Gower, Trevisa ; Ch. has secre( e) - 0 F. secrt!) 
- (O)F. secret, corr. to Pr. secret, Sp., It. 
secreto- L. secretus (n. secretum used sb.), 
pp. of secernere (whence secern xvn), f. se
SE-+ cernere separate, distinguish, secrete, 
(pp. sifted). Cf. CERTAIN, CRIME, CRISIS, 
CRITIC, DECREE, DISCERN, DISCRIMINATE, 
EXCREMENT. 

secretary se·kritari tconfidant xrv (Tre
visa); one employed to conduct correspon
dence, keep records, etc. xv; (after F. 
secretaire d'etat), It. segretario di stato, Sp. 
secretario de estado, minister at the head of 
a department of state XVI. - late L. secre
tiirius confidential officer, sb. use of adj. f. 
secretus SECRET ( cf. L. secretiirium n. secret 
place); see -ARY. So secretariat sekri
tEa·riat office of secretary. XIX. - F. secre
tariat; see -ATE1 • secretaire sekritEa·.I 
writing-bureau. XIX (Scott). - F. secretaire 
secretary, with trans£. meaning prob. sug
gested by ESCRITOIRE, secretoire (xvn-xrx); 
so It. segretario. 

secrete1 sikri-t produce by secretion. XVIII. 
f. secret-, pp. stem of L. secernere separate 
(see SECRET), partly as a back-formation on 
secre·TION extraction by a gland, etc. of 
blood, sap, etc. from a substance XVII (Sir 
T. Browne)- F. secretion or med. use of L. 
secretio(n-). So secre·toRY 2

• XVII (Ray). 

SECUNDINB 

secrete• sikri-t hide out of sight. xvm. 
alt., after L. secretus SECRET, of secret vb. 
(XVI), f. the adj. 

secrete• sikri·t treat (fur) with nitrate of 
mercury. XIX. -F. secreter, f. secret SECRET 
sb. (in the sense 'secret process'). So 
se·cretAGE. xvm. -F., f. the vb. 

secretive sikri·tiv addicted to secrecy, 
indicative of such addiction. XIX. Back
formation from secretiveness (also XIX), name 
in phrenology of a propensity, modelled on 
F. secretivite (F. }. Gall, 'Introduction au 
cours de physiologie du cerveau', 18o8), f. 
secret SECRET; see - IVE. 

sect sekt tclass (of persons) ; treligious 
order; (now illiterate) sex; religious follow
ing; philosophical school xrv; religious 
denomination XVI ; school of opinion XVII 
(Sh., Jonson). All the earliest uses are 
found in one or more of the following: Ch., 
Wyclif, PPL, Trevisa, Gower. - (O)F. secte 
or L. secta following (used as cogn. obj. in 
sectam sequi follow a certain course of con
duct, follow a person's guidance), party 
faction, school of philosophy, f. older pp. 
stem sect- ( cf. sectator follower) of sequi 
follow (see SEQUENCE); cf. Sp. secta, It. setta. 
So sectARY se·ktari member of a (heretical 
or schismatic) sect, party, or school. xvr. 
- medL. sectiirius; cf. F. sectaire (XVI). Hence 
sectARIAN sektEa·rian adj. and sb. (used in 
Commonwealth times for Presbyterians and 
Independents) xvn; whence secta·rianrsM 
xrx (Coleridge); cf. F. sectarisme. 

section se·kfan cutting; subdivision of a 
written or printed work or document ; part 
cut off xvr ; drawing of an object as if cut 
through XVII ; sign § XVIII. - F. section or 
L. sectio(n-), f. sect-, pp. stem of seciire cut, 
f. IE. *sek- (cf. SCYTHE), repr. also in 
Balto-Sl. and Celtic, and in Germ. by SAW1 ; 

cf. SEGMENT. ~ The senses depend ult. on 
those of Gr. TofL'>] TOME. 

sector se·kta.I plane figure contained by 
two radii and the arc of a curve intercepted 
by them XVI (Billingsley); instrument in
vented by Thomas Hood for the mechanical 
solution of mathematical problems (orig. 
containing a graduated arc) xvr (1589). 
-late L. techn. use (Boethius) of L. sector 
(agent-n. of seciire cut), tr. Gr. 'TOfL<VS cutter; 
see prec. and -oR1. 

secular se·kjo.la.I A. pert. to the world, 
worldly XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); not sacred, pro
fane xv; non-religious XVI; B. occurring 
once in an age XVI; living or lasting for an 
age or for ages XVII ; sb. secular cleric XII!. 
In A- OF. seculer (mod. seculier)- L. 
s;:ecular,is, f. sreculum generation, age, in 
ChrL. the World (esp. opp. to the Church); 
in B immed. - L. s<eculiiris; see -AR. So secu
la·rrTY. XVII. - (O)F. or medL.; earlier 
tseculerte XIV prob.- AN. 

secundine 
(Trevisa). 

se·kAndain, -in after-birth. XIV 
-late L. secundinre,fem. pl. (for 
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SECURE 

which earlier L. had secundm), f. secundus 
following; see SECOND\ -INE1• 

aecure sikju;~·J (arch.) feeling no care; safe, 
certain. XVI. - L. seciirus, f. se- SE- + ciira 
care (see CURE); cf. SICKER, SURE. Hence 
secu·re vb. make secure XVI; make sure of, 
get hold ofxvm. So secu·riTY. xv. - (O)F. 
st!curitt! or L. seciiritas. 

sedan sidre·n closed vehicle for one person 
carried by means of two poles. XVII. poss. 
based on a dial. var. with -dd- of a Rom. 
deriv. of L. sella SADDLE. t;l[ 'The streetes 
(of Naples) are full of gallants on horseback, 
in coaches and sedans, from hence brought 
first into England by Sir Sanders Dun
comb' (Evelyn 'Diary' 8 Feb. 1645). 

sedate sidei·t undisturbed by passion or 
excitement. XVII. - L. sedatus, pp. of 
sediire settle, assuage, calm, f. *sed- *sed-, 
as in sedere SIT; see -ATE 2

• So sedA·TION xvr. 
- F. or L. sedatiVE se·d::~tiv inducing calm 
XV. - (O)F. or medL. ; sb. XVIII. 

sedentary se·dantari remammg in one 
place XVI; pert. to or involving a sitting 
posture XVII. -F. st!dentaire or L. seden
tarius, f. sedent-, prp. stem of sedere SIT; see 
-ENT, -ARY. 

sederunt sidi;~·rAnt (Sc.) sitting of an 
assembly. XVII. sb. use of L. sederunt 
'(there) sat' (viz. the following persons, i.e. 
at a meeting), 3rd pl. pt. indic. of sedere SIT. 

sedge sed3 coarse grassy rush-like or flag
like plant. OE. secg, m., n. :-Germ. *sagjaz, 
f. *sag- *seg- :- IE. *sek-, repr. by L. secare 
(see SECTION); cf. EFris. sige, LG. segge. 
t;![For the etymol. notion of 'plant with 
cutting edge', cf. L. gladiolus (f. gladius 
sword), which the OE. word renders in 
glosses, and OE. setg fern., sword(:- *sagjo). 

sedilia sidi-li;~ (n. pl.) series of (three) seats 
in the sanctuary of a church; rarely sg. 
sedile sidai'li xvm. - L. sedilia, pl. of sedile, 
f. sedere SIT; see -ILE, -IA2 • 

sediment se·dim:mt solid matter falling to 
the bottom of a liquid. XVI. - F. sediment 
or L. sedimentum settling (cf. late L. sedimen 
sediment), f. sedere SIT, settle; see -MENT. 

sedition sidi·J;~n tviolent party strife XIV; 
trevolt, mutiny XVI ; behaviour inciting to 
rebellion XIX. - (O)F. sedition or L. 
seditio(n-), f. sed- SE-+itio going, f. it-, pp. 
stem of ire go (cf. ITINERARY). So sedi·tiOUS2• 

xv. - (O)F. or L. 
seduce sidjii·s divert from allegiance or 

service xv (Caxton); induce (a woman) to 
surrender her chastity; lead astray xvr. 
In earliest use seduise, seduse- (O)F. seduis-, 
inflexional stem of seduire; later assim. to 
L. sediicere, f. se- SE-+diicere lead (cf. DUCT). 
So seducTION -dA·k- XVI. -F. or L. 

sedulous se·djll.l;~s diligent or persistent in 
application. XVI. f. L. sedulus eager, 
zealous, f. sedulo zealously, carefully, for 
se dolo 'without guile', (hence) with zeal 
(perh.- Gr. d6los ruse); see SE-, -ous. 

SEEP 

sedum si·d;~m (bot.) genus the British 
species of which are known as stonecrop. 
xv (cedum). L. 

see1 si, pt. saw s5, pp. seen sin per
ceive with the eyes. OE. seon, pt. seah, 
sawon and s:Egon, pp. (ge)sewen = OFris. 
sia, OS., OHG. sehan (Du. zien, G. 
sehen), ON. st!a, sia, sid, Goth. saihwan, pt. 
sahw, sehwum, pp. snihwans :- CGerm. str. 
vb. *sexwan - IE. *seqw-, by some identi
fied with the base of L. sequi follow (see 
SEQUENCE), the etymol. sense being 'follow 
with the eyes'. 

see• si seat, spec. bishop's seat or throne 
XIII (RGlouc.); episcopal office or authority 
XIV. -AN. se, sed, OF. sie, sied :-Rom. 
*sedem, alt. (after L. sedere) of sedem (nom. 
-es) seat, f. *sed- *sed- SIT. 

seebright si·brait clary, Salvia sclaria XIX. 
f. SEE1 +BRIGHT, after clear eye, perverted 
form of CLARY, 

seed sid that which is or is to be sown; 
toffspring OE.; tsemen XIII. OE. s:Ed, 
Anglian sed, corr. to OFris. sed, OS. sad 
(Du. zaad), OHG. sat (G. saat), ON. sdo, 
Goth. -seps in manaseps :- CGerm. *s:Eoiz, 
•s:Ei.Jam, f. *s:E- sow•. Hence seed vb. 
XIV (intr., Ch.). See·dLING1• XVII. see·dy1 

full of seed XVI; (sl.) shabby (from the 
appearance of a plant that has run to seed) 
XVIII; unwell xrx. Hence seedlip si·dlip 
basket for seed. OE. s:Edleap; see LEAP 2• 

seek sik pt., pp. sought s5t (arch.) try to find 
or obtain; also intr. OE. secan, earlier sli!can 
pt. sohte, pp. gesaht = OFris. seka, seza, pt. 
sochta, OS. sokian, pt. sohta (Du. zoeken), 
OHG. suohhan, pt. suohta (G. suchen), ON. 
scekja, pt. s6tti, Goth. sokjan, pt. sokida, 
:- CGerm. *sokjan, f. base *sok- :-Western 
IE. *sag- *sag-, repr. also by L. sagire 
perceive by scent (cf. PRESAGE), sagus 
sorcerer, siigax SAGAciOus, Gr. hegezsthai 
(Doric hag-) lead, Olr. saigin I seek, 
approach. t;l[ The normal repr. of OE. 
secan survives in n.w. dial. seech and in 
BESEECH. Seek is prob. due to generalization 
of sek- from the forms *sekst, sekp (2nd and 
3rd pres. indic.), furthered by ON. scekja. 

seel sil stitch up the eyes of (a hawk, etc.), 
also transf. xv. Later form of tsile (XIV)
OF. ciller, sille'r or medL. ciliare, f. L. 
cilium eyelid (cf. SUPERCILIOUS). 

seem sim tbefit, BESEEM XII (Onn); appear 
to be XIII. ME. seme- ON. scema honour 
(MSw. befit), f. scemr fitting, seemly, f. 
'~sam-, whence also OE. sam reconciliation, 
seman (:- *somjan) settle, reconcile, rei. to 
*sam- SAME. So see·mLY1 • XIII. ME. 
semeliche- 0~. scemiligr, f. scemr. 

seep sip ooze; percolate. XVIII (in recent 
use through U.S. influence). perh. dial. 
development of OE. sipian, rei. to OFris. 
sipa, MLG. sipen, MHG. sifen, presumably 
= OE. sipian, surviving in dial. sipe, of 
unkn. orig. ; but the chronological gaps in 
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SEER 

the evidence make the history of the two 
vbs. doubtful. 

seer1 si;}.I (tr. Vulg. L. videns, Gr. {J'Al .. wv, 
Heb. roeb) one who sees visions of divine 
things XIV (Wycl. Bible); one who sees xv; 
magician, crystal-gazer XVII. f. SEE1+-ER1• 

seer2 si;}.r Indian denomination of weight. 
XVII.- Hindi ser. 

seersucker si;:,·.tsA:k;u thin striped crimped 
fabric. xvm. E. Indian alt. ofPers. shiro shak
kar 'milk and sugar', striped linen garment. 

see-saw si's5 redupl. forn<ation symbolic 
of alternating movement, based on SAW1 

(as if orig. sung by sawyers), and used in 
rhythmical jingles, see saw sacke a downe 
(sacaradown), see saw sack a day, see saw 
Margery Daw XVII; game at which children 
sitting on each end of a pivoted plank move 
each other up and down XVIII; plank so 
used XIX. Hence as vb. XVIII. Cf. Du. 
ziegezagen 'scrape' on a violin. 

seethe sill tboil OE. ; soak, steep XVI; be 
inwardly agitated xvn. OE. seo]Jan, pt. 
seap, sudan, pp. soden (SODDEN) = OFris. 
siiitha, OS. •siooan, in pp. gesodenemo 're
cocto', OHG. siodan (Du. zieden, G. sieden), 
ON. sjdiJa, f. Germ. •seujJ- *saujJ- *sua-, 
the second grade of which is repr. also by 
ON. sauiJr sheep ('boiled flesh'), Goth. 
sau]Js sacrifice, and OE. seajJ pit, cistern, 
pond, lake, OFris. siith, MLG. sot (-d-) 
spring, fountain, MHG. sot (-d-) cooking, 
boiling. 

segment se·gm;}nt piece resulting from 
cutting or division. XVI. - L. segmentum, 
f. sec-, stem of seciire; see SECTION, INSECT, 
-MENT. 

segregate se·grigeit separate from a body 
of persons or things. XVI. f. pp. stem of 
L. segregiire, f. se- SE-, greg-, grex flock ( cf. 
EGREGIOUS); based on segregate pp. (xv); 
see -ATE 3• So segregA·TION. XVI. -late L. 

seguidilla segidi·lja Spanish dance of 1 or 
1 time. XVIII. Sp., f. seguida following, 
sequence, f. seguir :- Rom. *sequere, for L. 
sequi (see SEQUENT). 

seid see SA YYID. 

seidlitz se·dlits s. powder (XIX), named after 
tS. salt and water (xvm), because of its 
aperient properties; name of a village in 
Bohemia where there is a spring im
pregnated with magnesium sulphate and 
carbonic acid. 

seigneur se·np.r, [[stl)j6r French feudal 
lord XVI ; in Canada, one of the landed 
gentry xvm. - (O)F. seigneur:- L. seniorem, 
SENIOR. The corr. Rom. words are 
It. SIGNOR, Sp. SENOR, Pg. SENHOR. So 
seigniorY3 sei·nj;:,ri tlordship xm (S. Eng. 
Leg.); feudal lordship xv. Hence seignio·
riAL XIX (earlier seigneu·rial XVII). 

seine, sean sein large fishing-net. OE. segne 
= OS., OHG. segina :-WGerm. *sdgina
L. sage'!a (whence OF. saine, mod. seine)
Gr. sagifnif; reinforced in ME. from OF. 

SELF 

seisin st·zm (chiefly leg.) possession. ME. 
sesin(e), seisin(e)- AN. sesine, OF. seisine, 
(also mod.) saisine ( = Pr. sazina, Olt. 
sagina), f. seisir SEIZE; see -INE 4• 

seismic sai·zmik pert. to an earthquake. 
XIX (Mallet). f. Gr. seismos earthquake, 
f. selein shake; see -rc. So seismo-, comb. 
form of Gr. seismos. (jj The more normal 
form is repr. by F. sismique. 

seity si'iti selfhood. xvrfr (Steele). - medL. 
seitas, f. L. sif oneself + -ITY. 

seize siz A. put in (feudal) possession (of); 
B. take possession or hold of XIII; tC. arrive 
at xvr; D. (naut.) lash together with cord, etc. 
XVII (a F. use, the source of which may be 
Du. seisen, derived thence); (of surfaces) 
unite XIX. -OF. seisir, (also mod.) saisir = 
Pr. sazir (whence Sp., Pg. asir) :-Gallo
Rom., Frankish L. sacire (as in phr. ad 
proprium s., claim as one's own), Germ. 
*sakjan, f. •sak- process, procedure (see 
SAKE1), which may have been partly con
flated with Germ. *satjan place, settle, 
SET1• Hence seizuRE si·3a.r. xv. 

selachian silei·ki;:,n (pert. to) a shark or 
allied fishes. XIX. f. modL. Selache (-Gr. 
seldkhe, pl. of selakhos shark) or Selachii, 
after F. selacien (Cuvier); see -IAN. 

selah si'lii He b. selah, occurring often at the 
end of a verse in the Psalter and in Habbakuk 
iii (rendered in LXX by 8u5.ofw.>.p.a), sup
posed to be a musical or liturgical direction, 
perh. indicating a pause. 

seldom se·ld;:,m on few occasions. OE. 
seldan (with late var. seldum, due to 
assim. to hwilum WHILOM), corr. to OFris. 
sielden, MLG., MDu. selden (Du. zelden), 
OHG. seltan (G. selten), ON. sjaldan, dative 
formation on Germ. *selda-, repr. also in 
OE. seldlic, sellic strange, wonderful, seld
siene rare, and in Gothic by sildaleiks won
derful, sildaleikjan be astonished. 

select sile·kt specially chosen, picked. XVI. 
- L. selectus, pp. of seligere choose out, f. se
apart (sE-) + Iegere collect, choose (see 
LECTIO:-<). So sele·ct vb. pick out. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of the L. vb. sele·cTION. XVII (Sir 
T. Browne). - L. Hence sele·ctrvE. xvu. 

selenite se·linait sulphate of lime or gyp
sum (identity of the mineral so named by 
ancient writers is dubious). XVI. - L. 
selenites (also -itis)- Gr. selenltes (sc. lithos) 
'moon(stone)', so called because supposed 
to wax and wane with the moon, f. seline 
moon, rei. to selas brightness. So seleniUM 
sili·niam (chem.) rare non-metallic element. 
xrx. - modL., f. Gr. seline; so named by 
Berzelius ( 1 8 1 8) because of its similarity in 
properties to tellurium (f. L. tellus earth), 
with ref. to the moon's relation to the earth 
as a satellite. 

self self A. (arch.) in apposition with a sb. 
or pron., e.g. he self, superseded by emphatic 
prons., as himself, ourselves OE.; B. adj. 
tthe same, the very OE.; (of a colour) the 
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SELJUK 

same throughout XVII; C. sb. (pl. selves 
selvz) individual or particular person XIII; 
(chiefly philos.) the ego XVII. OE. self str., 
selja wk. = OFris. self, selva, OS. self, 
seloo, OHG. selb, selbo (Du. zelv, -zelve, 
-zeljde, G. selb-, selbe), ON. (only str.) sjdlfr, 
Goth. (only wk.) silba :- CGerm. *sell!a-, 
*selaon-, of unkn. origin. comps. se•lfHoOD 
XVII; tr. G. selbheit; se·lfiSH1 XVII; said to 
be of Presbyterian coinage. se·lfsAME the 
very same xv (Lydg.); cf. OHG. selbsama 
adv., in the very same way, Norw., Da. 
selvsamme adj. g Used extensively in 
comps. from the OE. period onwards; the 
17th century was a period of great produc
tivity in theological and philosophical terms, 
many of them with parallels in G. selbst-. 

Seljuk se-ld3uk epithet of certain Turkish 
dynasties. XIX. Turk. Seljuk name of the 
reputed ancestor of these. So SeljukiA::>~ 
seld3ii • ki;Jn. XVII. 

sell sel pt., pp. sold sould tgive up; dis
pose of for money (orig. in OE. const. with 
wijJ in exchange for). OE. sellan, pt. s(e)alde, 
pp. s(e)ald = OFris. sella, OS. sellian, OHG. 
sellen, ON. selja give up, sell, Goth. saljan 
offer sacrifice; CGerm. wk. vb., of which 
cogns. have been recognized in Gr. helefn, 
Olr. selaim take. Cf. SALE. 

sellender var. of SALLENDER. 

s'elp selp vulgar contr. of so help (as in so 
help me God). In ME. selpe me god (XIV) ; cf. 
MHG. selftir, for so helfe dir 'so help thee'. 
Also s'help, swelp (XIX). 

seltzer se·lts;J.I effervescent mineral water 
obtained near Nieder Selters, Prussia; also 
a similar artificial one. XVIII. alt. of G. 
Selterser (with g. pl. ending), f. Selters. 

selvage, selvedge se·lvid3 edge of a piece 
of woven material finished so as to prevent 
unravelling. xv. f. SELF+EDGE, after early 
mod.Du. selfegghe (now zelfegge), LG. 
siilfegge; cf. synon. Du. zelfkant (kant 
border), zelfeinde (einde end), whence G. 
selbende (now salband). 

SEMOLINA 

It. sembrare, semblare), Rum. sdmdna :- L. 
similiire, simuliire, see SIMULATE, -ANCE. 
Superseded earlier tsemblant. 

semee se·mi (her.) covered with many small 
spots or figures. XVI. -F., pp. fern. of semer 
:- L. seminare sow, f. semen SEED. 

semeio- simai·ou, simain· comb. form of 
Gr. sernefon sign, f. sema signal, as in 
semeio·LOGY sign language XVII ; branch of 
medicine concerned with symptoms XIX; so 
semeio•TIC XVII, -ICAL XVI relating to 
symptoms- Gr. semei6tik6s. 

semen si·men seed of male animals. (xrv) 
xvm. - L. semen, f. base of serere (pt. sevi, 
pp. satus) sow•. Cf. disseminate. 

semester sime·st;J.I academic half-vear. 
xrx. -G.- L. semestris (sc. cursus period), 
f. se-, comb. form of sex srx (as in sedecim 
sixteen)+memis MONTH. 

semi- se·mi comb. form repr. L. semi
(partly through F., It., etc. semi-) 'half', 
(less strictly) 'partly', 'partially', equiv. in 
meaning to DEMI- and HEM!-, but in much 
more extensive use. L. semi- corr. to Gr. 
hemi-, Skr. sami, and OS. sam-, OHG. 
sami-, OE. sdm- (as in sambrerned half
burnt, samcwic 'half-alive', half-dead, 
samsoden partly cooked, surviving in SAND
BLIND). The L. el. has been in uninter
rupted use from the times of Ennius and 
Plautus, through the post-Augustan, early 
Christian, medireval, and modem periods. 
Typical exx. of techn. usage, besides 
numerous comps. of a general character with 
sbs., adj s., and pples., are semicirculus se·mi
CIRCLE XVI, late L. semicircularis semi
CI"RCULAR xv, semidiameter (Boethius) in 
Eng. use from XVI, ceciL. semichristianus 
(Jerome), semi-A·RIAN, se:mi-PELA·GIAN 
XVII, L. semivocalis se·mivowEL XVI ; 
modL. semimetallumse· miMETALXVII ; (mus ). 
se·miBREVE, ·QUAVER XVI, se·miTONE XVII 
(earlier t-toyn xv, t-tune xvn), cf. late L. 
semitonium; also demisemiquaver, semidemi
semiquaver; in adjs. and advs. of the type 
semi-annual(ly) recurring every half-year 
xvm, semidiurnal XVI, semi-monthly, -weekly; 
semico·LON XVII. See also SESQUI-. 

semantic simre·ntik trelating to signs of 
the weather XVII (rare) ; pert. to meaning 
XIX; sb. pl. science of the meanings of 
words xx. _F. semantique (rare in form seminar se·minii.I group of students meet-
symentique xvr; sb. Breal 'Essai de Seman- ing for systematic instruction. XIX. G. - L. 
tique' I883) - Gr. semantik6s significant, f. seminiirium (see next). 
semainein show, signify, f. sema sign; see seminary se·min;>ri tseed-plot xv; place of 
-IC. So semasioLOGY simeisio·l;>d3i. XIX. production, cultivation, or education XVI. 
-G. semasiologie (I839), f. Gr. semasiii signi- - L. seminarium, sb. use of n. of seminarius, 
fication, f. semainein. sematoLOGY sima- f. shnin-, SEMEN; see -ARY. Hence se·min-
to·l;Jd3i doctrine of signs in relation to ariST one trained in a seminary. XVI. 
knowledge XIX; semasiology XIX. Semite si·mait, se·mait Hebrew, Arab, 

semaphore se·m;>{5;:>J signalling apparatus. Assyrian, or Aramrean, regarded as a de-
XIX. -F. semaphore (I8rz), irreg. f. Gr. scendant of Shem (Gen. x). xrx. - modL. 
sema sign, signal + -pharos -PHORE. So Semita, f. (Vulg.) Sem- Gr. Sim Shem; 
semapho·rrc XIX. see -ITE. So Semitic -i-tik. XIX. - modL. 

semblance se•mbl:ms tact of appearing semolina sem;:>]i·na hard grains left after 
XIII (Cursor M.); appearance, likeness XIV bolting of flour. XVIII. alt. of It. semolina, 
(Ch.); outward seeming of XVI. - (O)F. dim. of semola bran, based on L. simi/a 
semblance, f. sembler = Pr., Sp. semblar (cf. flour (cf. Gr. semidalis). Cf. SIMNEL. 
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SEMPITERNAL 

sempiternal sempit::i·mal everlasting. xv. 
- (O)F. sempiternel-lateL. sempiterntilis, f. 
L. sempiternus (whence OF. sempiterne, 
taken into Eng., XIV, by Gower), f. semper (f. 
•sem- = Gr. hen-, hefs one) always, for ever 
+ *mviternus ETERNAL. 

sempster, sempstress see SEAMSTER, SEAM
STRESS. 

sen sen J ap. copper or bronze coin. XIX. 

senarius sin£o•rios (pros.) iambic trimeter. 
XVI. L. seniirius (sc. versus verse, line), sb. 
use of adj., f. seni six each, f. sex SIX. 

senate se·nat supreme governing assembly 
or council. XIII (La!3.). - (O)F. senat (in OF. 
nom. sg. senaz, whence occas. ME. senas) = 
Pr. senat, etc. - L. sentitus, f. sen-, senex old 
(man); see SENIOR, -ATE1. So se·natoR1 

member of a senate. xm (La!3.). - (O)F. 
senateur- L. senator, -orem. 

send1 send pt., pp. sent cause or direct to 
go. OE. sendan, pt. sende, pp. gesended = 
OFris. senda, senda, pt. sante, OS. sendian, 
pt. senda, sanda, OHG. sendan, senten, pt. 
sante (Du. zenden, G. senden, pt. sandte, 
sendete, gesandt), ON. senda (pt. senda, pp. 
sendr), Goth. sand_jan :- CGerm. *santf_jan, 
f. *sana- (whence OE. sand message, 
messenger) :- *sanp-, causative of *senp-, 
repr. by OE., OS. sip, OHG. sind, sint, ON. 
sinn, Goth. sinps journey (cf. WITHERSHINS). 
comp. se·nd·OFF. XIX; orig. U.S. 

send2 send (naut., of a ship) fall with head 
or stern deep in the trough of the sea. XVII. 
Often written 'scend, as if aphetic of 
DESCEND, which may in fact be the source. 

sendal se·nd;)l thin rich silk material. XIII 
(w. midi.). -OF. cendal, (also Pr.) sendal 
(whence It. zendalo, zendado, etc.), ob
scurely derived from Gr. sindon SINDON. 

senega se·niga N. Amer. plant Polygala 
Senega, XVIII. prob. var. of Seneca name 
given by white men to one of the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy living 
near Lake Seneca, N.Y. 

seneschal se·nifal official in a great house
hold administering justice, etc. XIV (PPI.) 
governor xv. -OF. seneschal (mod. semf
chal) = Pr. senescal-s, Sp. senescal, It. 
siniscalco, sescalco :- medL. seni-, siniscalcus 
(Frankish and Alemanic Laws) -Germ. 
*siniskalkaz, f. *seni- old (cf. SENIOR)+ 
*skalkaz servant (OE. siealc, etc., Goth. 
skalks); cf. MARSHAL. 

senhor senja·.r XVIII. Pg. analogue of 
SENOR; fern. senho·ra, dim. senhori·ta. 

senile si•nail pert. to old age. XVII. - F. 
senile or L. senilis, f. sen- of senex; see next 
and -ILE. 

senior si·nia.r person superior by reason of 
age or station XIV (Wyclif); adj. older, elder 
XV; that ranks higher XVI. - L. senior, com
par. of senex old, rei. to Gr. henos (in hene 
last day of the moon), Goth. sineigs old, 
sinista elder, with other cogns. in Celtic, 

SENTENCE 

Baltic, Arm., and Indo-Iran. Cf. SEIGNEUR, 
SENHOR, SENOR, SIGNOR, SIR, SIRE, SENATOR. 
So senioriTY -a·rlti. xv. - medL. 

senna se·na (leaflets of) a shrub of the genus 
Cassia. xvr. - modL. senna, sena - Arab. 
sana. (Earlier tsene XIV- OF. sene.) 

sennachie se·naxi in the Scottish High
lands and Ireland, one occupied with the 
study of traditional lore (Gaelic teller of 
legendary romances). XVI (shannaghe). 
Gael. seanachaidh ( = Oir. senchaidh), f. 
sean old (Oir. sen; cf. SENIOR). 

sennet se·nit set of notes on a trumpet, etc. 
to announce ceremonial entrances and exits. 
XVI (Marlowe, Sh.). perh. var. of SIGNET. 

sennight se·nait (arch.) week. OE. seofon 
nihte seven nights, ME. seoueniht(e), later 
sennyJt (xv); see SEVEN, NIGHT, and cf. 
FORTNIGHT. 

sennit var. of SINNET. 

seiior senj5·;r Sp. title of respect for a man. 
XVII. Sp. :- L. seniorem, SENIOR; fern. 
seiio·ra XVI; dim. seiiori·ta. 

sensation sensei· J;)n operation of any of the 
senses, physical feeling XVII ; condition of 
excited feeling XVIII (make, create as., after 
F. faire sensation). - medL. sensatio(n-), f. 
L. sensus SENSE, after late L. senstitus gifted 
with sense; see -ATION and cf. (O)F. 
sensation, etc. Hence sensa·tionAL1• xrx. 

sense sens meaning, signification XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); faculty of perception or 
sensation ; actual perception or feeling XVI. 
- L. sensus faculty of feeling, sensibility, 
mode of feeling, thought, meaning, f. sens-, 
pp. stem of sentire feel (cf. SENTENCE, 
SE;>~TIMENT, ASSENT, CONSENT, DISSENT, 
RESENT); cf. (O)F., Pr. ses, Sp. seso, It. 
senso. Common sense: L. communis sensus, 
tr. Gr . .q Kotv~ ai.aBTJats. Hence sense vb. 
perceive (in several techn. uses). Xvi; se·n
SIBLE perceptible by the senses xrv (Ch.); 
cognizant, conscious XV (Hoccleve); having 
good sense xvr. - (O)F. or L. se·nsitiVE 
having sensation. XIV. - (O)F. or medL. 
senso·RIUM seat of sensation in the brain. 
XVII. -late L. (Boethius). se·nsuAL1 pert. 
to the senses. xv. -late L.; cf. F. sensuel. 
se·nsuous pert. to the senses XVII (Mil
ton). 

sentence se·nt;ms tmeaning, sense XIII ; 
tway of thinking; opinion, judgement, or 
decision pronounced; tapophthegm, maxim 
XIV; tpassage of a writing; grammatically 
complete expression of a thought XV. -
(O)F. sentence = Pr. sentensa, etc. - L. 
sententia mental feeling, opinion, judgment, 
(philos.) tr. Gr. S&fa and yvWf'TJ, f. sentire feel 
(for the athematic form cf. parens PARENT 
(pario I bring forth)); see -ENCE. So sen
tence vb. xrv. - (O)F. sentencier, sente·n
trous tfull of meaning xv; aphoristic XVI 
(Hawes, Jonson). - L. sententiosus (Cicero), 
sentiENT se·nJiant capable of feeling xvn. 



SENTIMENT 

sentiment se·ntimant tfeeling, sensation ; 
mental attitude, opinion; mental feeling, 
emotion XVII ; refined and tender feeling 
XVIII (Sterne)- (O)F. sentiment, refash. of 
OF. sentement (repr. by late ME. sentement, 
Ch.)- medL. sentimentum, f. L. sentire feel 
(cf. prec.); see -MENT. Hence sentime·n
tAL1. XVIII; whence F. sentimental (1769), 
first recorded in tr. of 'A Sentimental 
Journey through France and Italy' (1768) by 
Sterne, who is alleged to have used the 
word in a letter of 1739-40; also G. senti
mental (1773), -alisch (1774); preceded by 
sentimented, 'Prompter', 1735; cf. F. tsenti
mente. 

sentinel se·ntinal sentry; tduty of a 
sentry; tmilitary watch-tower XVI; t(in full 
privates.) private soldier xvm. -F. sentinelle 
(Rabelais)- It. sentinella, of unkn. origin; 
for the fern. gender cf. the originals of 
guard, scout, spy, vedette. Hence vb. XVI 
(Sh.). 

sentry se·ntri tsentinel; armed member of 
the fighting forces set to keep guard XVII. 
perh. shortening of tcentrinell, -onel (xvi), 
vars. of sENTINEL, with assim. to-RY. comp. 
se·ntry-go, torig. phr. consisting of sentry 
sb. (used vocatively) and imper. of GO; 
(hence) patrol or duties of a s. XIX. 

sepal se·pal (bot.) division of the calyx. 
XIX. - modL. sepalum (originated and 
named by N. ]. de Necker, 1790, as irreg. 
modif. of Gr. skepe covering + suffix of 
PETAL). IJ[ Necker included petal and sepal 
under the one term, not recognizing the 
distinction between corolla and calyx. 

separate se·pareit set apart. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. separtire, f. se- SE·+Partire make 
ready, PREPARE; partly after tseparate pp. 
(xv); see -ATE3• So separATION separei· Jan. 
xv. - (O)F. - L. se·paratiST one who 
advocates (ecclesiastical) separation. XVII. 
f. separate adj., which was used contemp. 
as sb. in the same sense. 

sepia si·pia A. cuttlefish XVI; B. rich brown 
pigment prepared from its inky secretion 
XIX. - L. sepia- Gr. sepiii. In B pro b. (as 
F. sepia) immed.- It. seppia. 

sepoy si·poi, sipoi·, sipahi sipi'i-i t(rare) 
horseman XVII ; Indian native soldier under 
European discipline XVIII. -(pro b. through 
Pg. sipae) Urdu- Pers. siptihi horseman, 
soldier, f. siptih army. Cf. F. cipaye, SPAHI. 

seps seps very venomous serpent XVI ; 
scincoid lizard XIX. - L. seps- Gr. s!ps, 
cf. base of sifpein rot ; cf. next. 

sepsis se·psis putrefaction. XIX. - modL 
- Gr. sepsis, f. sifpein rot, putrefy (cf. sapr6s 
rotten). So se·pnc. xvu. - L. (Pliny) -
Gr. septik6s. 

sept sept (Irish) clan. XVI. poss. alt. of 
sect (also so used XVI); cf. AL. septus (xvi), 
and medL. septa, repr. OF. sette sect, It. 
setta. 

SEQUACIOUS 

September sapte·mba.r ninth month of the 
year, formerly seventh month of the year 
beginning in March. - L. September or (in 
ME.) F. septembre, earlier tsetembre, f. 
septem SEVEN. (The OE. name was hrerfest
monap 'harvest month' = OHG. herbist
miinot). septenarius septinea·rias (pros.) 
line of 7 feet or stresses. XIX. septenary 
se·ptinari, septi·nari. septennial septe·nial 
see BIENNIAL. septentrionAL1 septe·ntri
anal northern. - L. septentrioniilis, f. septen
triones 'seven plough-oxen', i.e. the seven 
stars of the Great Bear (f. septem SEVEN+pl. 
of trio plough-ox). See-AL1• septet, -ette 
septe·t (mus.) composition for seven voices 
or instruments. XIX. -G. septet, f. L. 
septem SEVEN; see -ET, -ETTE. septi-1 

se·pti comb. form of L. septem SEVEN, e.g. 
septifo·lious seven-leaved (L. folium FOIL1); 

septipa·rtite (also septempartite) divided 
into 7 parts. XIX. septillion septi·ljan see 
BILLION. septuagenARIAN se:ptjuad3inea·
rian 70 years old XVIII; also sb. - L. septua
genarius, f. distrib. septuageni, f. septuaginta; 
see next, -ARIAN. So septuagenARY 
-d3i·nari. XVII. Septuagesima se:ptju<J
d3e·sima third Sunday before Lent XIV 
(Wyclif); tthe seventy days beginning with 
this (Trevisa) ; cf. QurNQUAGESIMA, SEXA
GESIMA. L. fern. (sc. dies day) of septua
gesimus, ordinal of septuagintii seventy. 
Septuagint se·ptjuad3int t'the seventy 
translators of the Old Testament into 
Greek XVI; the translation traditionally 
attributed to them (denoted by LXX) XVII. 
- L. septuagi11tti 70. se·ptuple sevenfold 
(cf. CENTUPLE) XVII. 

septum se·ptam (anat., bot., zoo!.) divid
ing wall or partition. XVIII. - L. septum, 
s;eptum, f. sepire, srepire enclose, f. sepes, 
srepes hedge. So se·pti- 2 comb. form, e.g. 
se·ptiFORM. 

sepulchre se·palka.r tomb, burial-place. 
XII. ME. sepulcre- (O)F. sepulcre- L. se
pulcnun, erron. -chrum, f. stem of sepultus, 
pp. of sepelire bury. So sepulchrAL1 

sip.dkral. XVII. - F. or L. se·pultuRE 
(arch.) burial. XIII (RGlouc.). - (O)F. 
sepulture- L. sepultura, f. sepultus. 

sequacious sikwei·Jas given to following 
another (slavishly). XVII. f. L. sequtici-, 
sequtix, f. sequi follow; see -IOUS. So sequel 
si·kwal ttrain of followers, following XV 
(Lydg.); what follows as a result xv; ensu
ing course of affairs, narrative, etc. XVI. 
- (O)F. sequelle or L. sequela (-ella), f. sequi. 
sequela sikwi-la pl. -a: i morbid affection 
resulting from a disease. XVIII. L. seqUENCE 
si·kwans (liturg.) piece of rhythmical prose 
or accentual metre following the epistle at 
Mass XIV (Trevisa) ; order of succession, 
run of cards XVI. - late L. sequentia, f. 
sequent-, -ens (whence se·quENT following 
XVI), prp. of sequi, f. IE. base repr. also by 
Gr. hepomai, Ir. sechur I follow. Cf. 
consequent, subsequent, also obsequies, second, 
consecutive. 
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SEQUESTER 

sequester sikwe·sta.I set aside, remove XIV 
(Wyclif); confiscate XVI. - (O)F. sequestrer 
or late L. sequestrtire, f. sequester depositary 
of a thing in dispute, lit. 'one standing 
apart', f. *sequM, secus apart, otherwise, f. 
IE. *sekw-, repr. also in Indo-Iran., Celtic, 
and Baltic. So sequestrATE sikwe·streit. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. sequestrtire; se
questrA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or late L. 

sequin si·kwin Italian gold coin XVII; 
small spangle for the ornamentation of 
dresses XIX. -F. sequin- It. zecchino, f. 
zecca ( = Sp. seca) the mint- Arab. sekkah 
die for coining. Cf. SICCA. 

sequoia sikwoi·a (tree of a) genus of large 
American conifers (wellingtonia). XIX. 
- modL. (Endlicher, I847), from Sequoiah, 
name of a Cherokee Indian, who invented 
a syllabary for his native language. 

serac sirre·k tower of ice on a glacier. XIX. 
Swiss F., orig. name of a compact white 
cheese, prob. deriv. of L. serum whey. 

seraglio sirii ·ljou part of a Mohammedan 
dwelling-house assigned to women; Turk
ish palace. xvr. -It. serraglio-Turk. -Pers. 
sertii palace. Cf. F. serail, formerly current 
in Eng. (xvi-XIx). 

serai sarai· CARAVANSERAI; Turkish palace. 
XVII. - Turk. - Pers. sertii lodging, resi
dence, palace; cf. prec. 

seraph se·raf one of the seraphim. XVII 
(Milton). Back-formation from SERAPHIM, 
-in, after cherub /cherubim, -in. So sera
phic sirre·fik pert. to the seraphim; ec
static in worship or devotion. XVII. -medL. 
seraphicus; cf. F. seraphique (xv), etc. 
sera·phiCAL. XVI. 

seraphim se·rafim the living creatures 
with six wings of Isaiah vi, in early Christian 
interpretation taken to be a class of angels. 
OE., ME. seraphin, later seraphim (xvi) 
- biblical L. seraphim, -in ( = Gr. seraphim, 
-pheim)- Heb. s•raphim, pl. of stirtiph, perh. 
identical with the word qualifying nti/:ltish 
serpent in Num. xxi, Deut. viii, and !sa. 
xiv 29, XXX 6 (the 'fiery (flying) serpents' of 
the Eng. Bible), perh. f. stiraph bum (with 
reference to stinging). From XVI to xvm the 
word was freq. taken for a sg., with pl. ins 
(cf. (O)F. seraphin). 

Serb s5.Ib ta Wend of Lusatia; a native, the 
language, of Serbia. XIX. - Serbian Srb. 
Hence Se·rbiAN (formerly Servian) XIX. 

sere sia.I (arch.) dry, withered. OE. sear = 
MLG. sor (LG. soor, Du. zoor) :-Germ. (of 
the LG. area, but cf. OHG. soren become 
dry) *sauzaz :-IE. *sous6s, repr. also by Gr. 
auos, (Attic) hauos, and by Indo-Iran. and 
Balto-Sl. forms, and rei. to L. sildus dry 
(:- *suzdos, *susodos). 

serenade serlnei·d music performed at 
night in the open air, esp. by a lover. XVII 
(Milton has serenate, after It.). -F. serenade 

SERIF 

- It. serenata (formerly also, purity, 
serenity), f. sereno SERENE, in the current 
sense infl. by sera evening ( :- L. sera, sb. use 
of fern. of serus late; cf. SOIREE); see -ADE. 
Hence vb. XVII. 

serendipity serindi·piti faculty of making 
happy discoveries by accident 1754. 
Coined by Horace Walpole from the title 
of the fairy-tale 'The Three Princes of 
Serendip', the heroes of which were always 
making such discoveries; see -ITY. 

serene siri·n (of weather, etc.) clear and 
calm ; honorific epithet of a prince XVI ; (of 
persons) calm, untroubled XVII. In both the 
early senses first in Sc. (Dunbar) - L. 
serenus clear, fair, calm (whence F. serein, 
Sp., It. sereno). So sereniTY sire·niti first 
in Sc. (xv) as a title of honour- (O)F. or L. 

serf s:i.:~f tslave xv (Caxton only); person 
in servitude 'attached to the soil' XVII. 
- (O)F. serf :- L. servu-s slave. 

serge s5.ld3 woollen fabric. XIV (Ch.). 
ME. sarge, later serge (XVI)- OF. sarge, 
later serge (XVI) = Pr. serga, sargua, Sp. 
sarga, Rum. sdricd :- Rom. *stirica, for L. 
serica, fern. (sc. lana wool) of sericus - Gr. 
serik6s of SILK, orig. pert. to the Seres name 
of a people anciently inhabiting a part of 
E. Asia (pro b. China). Cf. AL. sergia (xm). 

sergeant, serjeant sa·.1d3ant tservant XII; 
t common soldier; ttenant by military 
service below a knight ; officer charged with 
the arrest of offenders, etc. (now in s. at 
arms); (after law L. serviens ad legem 
serjeant-at-law) XIII; officer of the Corpora
tion of London xv; military non-com
missioned officer XVI. -OF. sergent, 
serjant (mod. sergent) = Pr. serven-s, Sp. 
sirviente, It. servente :- L. servientem (see 
-ANT), prp. of servire SERVE (cf. SERVANT). 
The two variant forms descend respectively 
from ME. sergeaunt, seriaunt; the form with 
j has become appropriated to legal use ; 
sergeant major xvr (see MAJOR adj.). Hence 
se·rg-, se·rjeantY3 xv; after OF. 

sericulture se·rilu.ltfa.r cultivation of silk. 
XIX. Shortened - F. sericiculture, f. late L. 
sericum silk, n. of sericus; see SERGE, 
CULTURE. 

series sia·riz, sia·r(i)iz set of things of the 
same kind (orig. ranged in a line). XVII. 
- L. series row, chain, series, f. serere join, 
connect; cf. F. serie, Sp., It. serie. So 
seriAL1• XIX (first of the publication of a 
literary work). - modL. seritilis. seriatim 
siariei·tim one by one in succession. 
XVII. medL. (after GRADATIM, LITERATIM); 
semi-anglicized tseriatly (xv) ; cf. synon. 
tseriously (xiv-xvrr) after medL. seriose. 

serif se· rif (typo gr.) fine cross-stroke at top 
or bottom of a letter. XIX. perh.- Du. 
schreef sxref dash, line, earlier schreve line, 
mark, prob. f. Germ. *skreb-, repr. by 
OHG. screvon scratch in. Cf. SANSI!RIF. 
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SERINGA 

seringa siri·l)ga shrub of the genus Phil
adelphus. XVIII. -F. seringa = Pg. seringa 
- L. SYRINGA. 

serious si;J•ri;Js of grave or solemn dis
position xv ; requiring earnest thought xvr. 
- (O)F. serieux or late L. seriosus, f. serius 
(used only of things in classical times), perh. 
rei. to the Germ. base repr. by OE. sw:'Er, 
swiir, OHG. swiir (G. schwer) heavy, with 
sense-development as in L. gravis heavy, 
GRAVE3 ; see -rous. serio- si;J•riou used as 
comb. form (see -o-), as in se·rio-co·mic 
(XVIII). 

sermon sa·.lm;Jn discourse from a pulpit. 
XII. ME. sermun, -oun- AN. sermun, (O)F. 
sermon = Pr. sermo-n, Sp. sermon, It. ser
mone :- L. sermo(n-) talk, discourse, referred 
by the ancients to serere join (cf. SERIES), 
but perh. based on IE. *swer-, repr. in 
SWEAR, ANSWER. 

sero- sia·rou used as comb. form (see -o-) 
of SERUM. XIX. 

serotine se•r;Jtain late-flowering. xvr. f. 
L. serotinus, f. sera adv. of serus late (see 
SERENADE). 

serous sia·r;Js pert. to serum. XVI. - F. 
sereux or medL. serosus, f. SERUM. 

serpent sa· .!p;Jnt scaly limbless animal that 
hisses and 'stings' xrv; wind instrument of 
wood shaped with three U-shaped turns 
XVIII. - (O)F. serpent = Pr. serpent, etc. 
:- L. serpent-, serpens, sb. use of prp. of 
serpere creep, cogn. with Gr. herpein, Skr. 
srp; see -ENT. So se·rpentiNE'. XIV. 
- (O)F. -late L. 

serpigo s'i.!pai·gou creeping skin disease. 
XIV. - medL., f. serpere crawl (cf. prec.). 
So serpiginous -i·d3inas. XVII. - modL. 

serpula s'i·.!pjul;J marine annelid which 
inhabits a tortuous calcareous tube. XVIII. 
modL. use of late L. serpula, dim. f. L. 
serpere (see SERPENT). 

serrate se·reit notched like a saw. XVII- L. 
serratus, f. serra saw; see -ATE 2

• So 
se·rratED1• XVIII. 

serried se·rid in close order. XVII CVIilton ; 
in recent currency due to Scott). Either (i) 
f. (arch.) serry press close together in the 
ranks (xvi), prob. f. (O)F. serre, pp. of 
serrer ( = Pr. serrar, Sp. cerrar, It. serrare) 
:- Rom. *serriire press close, alt. of L. (in 
comps.) seriire, f. sera lock, bolt; or (ii) sp. 
of tserred (disyll.), pp. of tserr (XVI)- (O)F. 
serrer; see -EDt. 

serum si;J•ram watery animal fluid. XVII. 
- L. serum whey, watery fluid, corr. to Gr. 
or6s (*ser- flow). So F. serum (Pare). 

serval s;\'.!V;Jl tlynx; bush cat. xvm. 
- modL., F. serval (Buffon, 1765)- Pg. 
(lobo) cerval 'deer-like wolf' (cf. F. loup
cervier), f. cervo :- L. cervu-s deer; see 
HART, -AL1• 

SESQUI· 

servant s5· J:vant personal or domestic 
attendant XIII (AncrR.); one under obliga
tion to work for (and obey) another XIV. 
- OF. servant m. and fern. (now only fern. 
-ante), sb. use of prp. of serair; see -ANT 
and cf. SERGEANT. serve s'i:~:v be a servant 
(to). XIII (AncrR.); many deriv. uses from 
the same date. - (O)F. servir or L. servire 
(whence also Pr., Sp. servir, etc.), f. L. 
servus slave (SERF). So serviCE1 S;J'J:vis con
dition or work of a servant. XII (serfise, 
seruise). -OF. servise, (also mod.) service = 
Pr. ser·vis(i), etc., or- L. servitium slavery, f. 
servus; in Eng., as in the Rom. langs., pro
viding a noun of action to the vb. se·rvice
ABLE. XIV (R. Mannyng)- OF. serviceable, 
-isable, with suffix in active sense. serviette 
sa·.Ivie·t table napkin. xv. In earliest use 
only Sc. (seruiot, -iat, later seruit), since 
c.I8oo re-adopted in gen. Eng. use with F. 
sp. - (O)F. serviette towel, napkin, f. 
servir; see -ETTE and cf. OUBLIETTE. serVILE 
sa·:~:vail pert. to a slave or to laborious or 
mechanical work XIV (Wycl. Bible; s. work, 
after L. opus servile (Vulg.), tr. Heb. 
m•leketh Yiibodiih); of slavish character XVII. 
- L. serv"ilis, f. servus; cf. (O)F. servile. 
serviTOR sa·.Ivit;JJ: t(man)servant XIV (R. 
Mannyng); tone who serves in war XVI; 
former class of exhibitioner at Oxford uni
versity XVII. -OF. servitor (mod. serviteur) 
-late L. servitor (whence also Pr., Sp. 
servidor, It. servitore), f. L. servire SERVE. 
serviTuDE sa·:~:vitjud slavery xv; (Sc. leg.) 
subjection or subservience of property 
xvr. - (O)F. ser·vitude- L. servitiido, f. 
servus. (Earlier tservitute- OF. servitut or 
L. servitiit-, -tiis.) servo- sa· :~:vou XIX, in 
servo-MO'TOR- F. servo-moteur auxiliary 
motor (see -o-). 

Servian s5'.IVi;Jn early form of SERBIAN. 
XVI. f. modL. Servia; see -IAN. 

service 2 S;J'.Ivis the tree Pyrus (Sorbus) 
domestica. XVI (sarves, servyse). orig. pl. 
of tserve, OE. syrfe :- *surojon - popL. 
*sorbea, f. L. sorbus service tree. 

Servite s'i·:~:vait member of the order of the 
Servants of lVIary. XVI. - medL. ServitaJ 
pl., f. L. servus slave, SERF, in the title of the 
order, Servi BeataJ MariaJ; see -ITE. 

sesame se·s;Jmi, (formerly) se·s;Jm, si·s;Jm 
E. Indian plant, Sesamum indicum. xv. 
In early use hardly naturalized and appear
ing in various fonns. - L. sesamum, sisamurn, 
sesama, -ima- Gr. silsamon, sesdme (whence 
It. sesamo, mod Gr. sesdmi), of Oriental origin 
( cf. Syriac shiishmd, Jewish Aram. shumsh•mii, 
Arab. simsim). Since late xvm the currency 
of sesame is due to translations of 'The 
Arabian :Kights' from F. (sesame) and the 
trisyll. pronunc. to Gr. sesdme. 

sesqui- se·skwi prefix expressing super
particular ratio. - L. sesqui- :- *semisque 
a half in addition; see SEMI- and cf. sestertius 
:- *semis tertius SESTERCE; in musical terms, 
e.g. se:squia·ltera (denoting the proportion 
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I!: I) XVI; in other terms, e.g. se:squipe
da·lian a foot and a half long (after Horace's 
sesquipedalia verba, 'Ars Poetica' 97) XVII; 
in chem. terms introduced by J. Thomson 
I8zs, denoting a proportion of 3 to z 
between constituents of compounds. 

sess var. of CESS (in Ir. use). XVI. 

sessile se·sail, se·sil (path.) adhering close to 
the surface; (nat. hist.) immediately at
tached to the base XVIII ; sedentary XIX. 
- L. sessilis, f. sess-, pp. stem of sedere SIT; 
see -ILE. 

session se· fan sitting together for con
ference, spec. judicial sitting XIV (Ch.); 
continuous series of meetings XVI ; act of 
sitting, occupation of a seat XVII. - (O)F. 
session or L. sessio(n-), f. sess-, sedere SIT; see 
-ION. 

sesterce se·staJs ancient Roman coin, orig. 
equiv. to z! asses. XVI. - L. sestertius (sc. 
nummus coin) that is two and a half, f. semis 
half+tertius third; see SEMI-, SESQUI-. So 
sestertium sest;i·Jfiam IOoo sesterces. 
xvr. - L., expl. as g. pl. of sestertius, with 
ellipsis of mille thousand, taken as n.sg. 

sestet(t), -ette seste·t (mus.) composition 
for six voices or instruments; last six lines 
of a sonnet. XIX. - It. sestetto, f. sesto ( :- L. 
sextu-s) SIXTH j see -ET and cf. SEXTET. 

sestina sesti•na poem of six six-line 
stanzas. XIX. - It. sestina, f. sesto sixth ; see 
prec. So se·stine. XVI (Sidney)- F. tsestine 
- lt. j cf. SEXTAIN. 

set1 set pt., pp. set cause to sit; (hence) the 
most gen. word for place, put, with many 
spec. applications lit. and fig. OE. ; tsub
side OE. (late); (of a luminary) go down, 
sink below the horizon XIII (prob. after ON. 
ref!. setjask). OE. settan, pt. sette, pp. 
geset(t), Anglian geseted = OFris. setta, OS. 
settian (Du. zetten), OHG. sezzan (G. 
setzen), ON. setja, Goth. satjan :- CGerm. 
*satjan, causative of *setjan SIT. t1f Con
fusion between set and sit appears XIV. 

set• set A. setting of a luminary XIV; B. 
in various applications of the senses 'act 
of setting', 'manner or position in which a 
thing is set', 'something that is set' from xv. 
Mainly f. SET1 ; but sense A may be in part 
due to ON. -setr, -seta (as in s6larsetr, -seta 
sunset). There is no evidence of survival of 
OE. set place of sunset ( cf. OE. setgang sun
set), pl. camp, stable. 

set3 set number or group of persons XIV; 
number or collection of things XVI. orig., 
in sense 'sect'- OF. sette :- L. secta SECT, 
but in later developments infl. by SET1 and 
apprehended as 'number set together' (cf. 
SET 2); the application to things may be 
partly due to MLG. gesette set or suite of 
things (cf. Da. sret set of china, suit of 
clothes, G. satz). 

setaceous sitei·Jas like a bristle. XVII. f. 
modL. setticeus, f. seta bristle-; see -Acnous. 

SEVER 

seton si·tan thread, etc. drawn through a 
fold of the skin to maintain an issue XIV ; the 
issue itself xvr. - medL. setii(n-), app. f. L. 
seta bristle, in medL. also, silk; cf. (O)F. 
seton, It. setone. 

settee1 seti· (hist.) vessel with lateen sails 
used in the Mediterranean. XVI (settea, 
later sattee, satia, settee). - It. saettia, held 
to be f. saetta arrow :- L. sagitta. 

settee• seti· seat to hold two or more per
sons. xvm. perh. identical with tsettee 
double pinner for the head, the etymol. 
notion being an object having divisions (cf. 
'The soft settee ... United yet divided, 
twain at once', Cowper 'The Task' I 75). 

setter se·tal dog of a breed trained to mark 
the position of hunted game XVI ( cf. setting 
dog XVII) j see -ER1• 

setterwort se·taJw5Jt species of hellebore. 
XVI. prob. - MLG. siterwort, the first el. 
of which is ofunkn. origin; see WORT1• Also 
called tsettergrass (xiv, saturgresse). 

settle1 se·tl tseat OE. ; long wooden bench 
with a high back XVI. OE. setl, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. setel, OHG. se:,:,al (G. 
sessel), Goth. sitls :- Germ. *setlaz, *setlam, 
rei. to L. sella saddle :- *sedla, f. *sed- SIT; 
see -LE1 • 

settle• se·tl place in a certain position 
OE. ; come to rest after movement or agita
tion XIII ; sink down XIV ; render stable, 
establish XIV; fix, determine, make an 
agreement xvr. OE. setlan (once) place, 
implied also in setlung sitting-down, setting 
of the sun, f. setl SETTLE1 • t1f That the later 
sense-development was infl. by tsaughtel 
reconcile, be reconciled, is improbable, since 
the latter vb. was obs. before xv. 

setwall se·tw5l (root of) the East Indian 
plant Curcuma Zedoaria. xm. ME. 
zedewal, zeduale, cetewale- AN. zedexvale, 
OF. citoual- medL. *zedoale, var. of 
zedoarium ZEDOARY. 

seven se·vn 7, vii. OE. seofon, inflected 
seofone, -u = OFris. sigun, soven, sogen, 
sav(e)n, OS. sioun, OHG. sibun (Du. zeven, 
G. sieben), ON. sjau, Goth. sibun :- CGerm. 
*seoun :-IE. *septrfz, repr. by Skr. saptd, Gr. 
heptd, L. septem, OSI. sedml, Lith. septyn!, 
Oir. secht n-. So sevenTEEN. OE. seofon
tiene = OFris. soventene, OHG. *sibunzehan 
(G. siebzehn), ON. sjautjdn. se·venTH2• XIV. 
new formation, directly f. SEVEN+-TH2, 

rep!. (i) OE. (Anglian) seofunda, ME. 
sevende = OFris. sigunda, OS. sivondo, 
OHG. sibunto (G. siebente), ON. sjaundi 
:-Germ. *seoundo-, (ii) OE. seofopa, ME. 
sevepe, rep!. in ME. by sevenpe = OS. 
sivooo :-Germ. *seounpo-. se·venTY1 • OE. 
(hund)seofontig = OS. sivuntig, OHG. sibun
zug, ON. sjautigr. 

sever se·val put apart, part, be sundered. 
XIV. -AN. severer, OF. sevrer (now, wean) 
:- Rom. *seperare, for L. separtire SEPARATE. 
So se·verAL1 existing apart; pert. to an 
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individual; also sb. xv. -AN. several 
(whence medL. severdlis)- medL. separtilis, 
f. L. sepiir separate. se·verANCE. xv. 
-AN. severance, OF. 1evrance. 

severe sivia·~ extremely strict xvr; ex
tremely grievous, exacting, or painful XVII. 
- (O)F. severe or L. severus (whence also 
Sp., It. severo). So severiTY sive·riti. XVI. 
- (O)F. or L. 

severy se·vari (archit.) compartment of a 
roof or scaffolding. XIV (revived XIX). 
-AN. *civorie, OF. civoire CIBORIUM. 

Sevres seivr, llscvr XIX. Name of a town in 
France, near Paris, designating a costly 
porcelain. 

sew sou pt. sewed, pp. sewn, sewed, soun, 
soud join together with thread, etc. OE. 
siwan, siowan = OFris. sfa, OHG. siuwen, 
ON. sjja, Goth. siujan :- CGerm. *siwjan, f. 
IE. *siw- *sju-, repr. also by L. suere, Gr. 
kaslsuein, with Balto-81. and Skr. forms (cf. 
SEAM, St:TRA). For the pronunc. sou cf. 
strozv, var. of strew; rhymes with clue, new 
are found till XVII ; cf. Sc. J u. 

sewer1 sju·;u artificial channel for draining. 
xv. -AN. sever( e), ONF. se(u)wiere channel 
to carry off overflow from a fishpond 
(whence medL. seweria) :-Rom. *exaquaria 
(cf. medL. exaqutitorium), f. *exaqutire (f. L. 
ex Ex-1+aqua water), whence OF. essever 
drain off (cf. assevour, -eur, essouere drain, 

. ditch). 

sewer• sju·;u (hist.) attendant who arranged 
a meal and tasted the dishes. XIV. Aphetic 
-AN. asseour, f. (O)F. asseoir place a seat 
for:- L. assidere, f. ad lill-+sedere SIT. 

sewin sju·in kind of salmon trout. xvr. 
Of unkn. origin. 

sex seks males or females collectivelv XIV 
(Wycl. Bible; rare before XVI); condition in 
respect of being male or female XVI. - (O)F. 
sexe or L. sexus m. (whence also Sp. sexo, 
It. sesso), rei. to synon. secus n. So se·xuAL1

• 

XVII. -late L. (Crelius Aurelianus). 

sex- seks comb. form of L. sex SIX, as in 
techn. terms, e.g. (zool.) sexdi·gital, (chem.) 
sexva·lent; sexagenARIAN se:ks;Jd3im;J·ri;m. 
XVIII, sexage·nARY pert. to 6o XVI, aged 6o 
XVII; Sexagesima seks;Jd3e·sim::> XVI 
(earlier t-ime XIV) second Sunday before 
Lent (cf. 8EPTUAGESIMA); sexage·simAL1 

(math.) pert. to or based on 6o XVII; 
seXCENTE"NARY of 6oo XVIII j of a period/ of 
6oo years XIX. sexennial sekse·ni;Jl see 
BIENNIAL. sext sekst (eccl.) the third ofthe 
day hours of the Church, so called because 
orig. allocated to the sixth hour of the day 
(midday). XV. - L. sexta, •b. use (sc. h6ra 
hour) of fern. of sextus SIXTH; cf. PRIME. 

sextant se·kstant (astron.) instrument re
sembling a quadrant having a graduated 
arc equal to ! of a circle. XVII (Burton). 
- modL. use (by Tycho Brahe, r6oz) of L. 
sextant-, -iins sixth part (of an as, etc.), f. 

SHACKLE 

sextus SIXTH. sextet(t), -ette sekste·t. XIX. 
alt. of SESTET after L. sex SIX. sextiLE 
se·kstail (astral.) pert. to the aspect of two 
heavenly bodies which are 6o0 or ! of the 
zodiac distant. xvr. - L. sextilis, f. sextus 
SIXTH. Cf. QUARTILE. sexti·llion see BIL
LION. tse:xtode·cimo size of a book in 
which the leaf is 1Jr of the sheet, 1·decimo
sexto; sixteenmo. XVII. sextuple se·kstjupl 
sixfold. XVII (Bacon) j cf. CENTUPLE. se·x
tuplex sixfold. XVII j cf. DUPLEX, TRIPLEX, 
etc. 

sexton se·kst;m sacristan, (later) guardian 
of a church fabric and churchyard, bell
ringer and grave-digger. XIV. Late ME. 
segerstane, secristeyn, sekesteyn, sexteyn, 
(from XVI) sexton- A::--;., OF. segerstein, 
secrestein- medL. sacristlinus SACRISTAN. 

seyd var. of SAYYID. 

sforzando sf5Jtsre·ndou (mus.) direction 
for emphasis. XIX. - It., gerund of sforzare 
use force, vb. f. s- EX-1 +for:::are :- Rom. 
*jortitire FORCE. 

sgraffito sgrrefi·tou earlier (XVIII) equiv. of 
GRAFFITO, s- repr. L. ex EX- 1. 

sh J excl. to enjoin silence, also written 'sh 
as if an abbrev. of HUSH, of which it is the 
common int. equiv. XIX. 

sh digraph repr. the sound J, current since 
c.rzoo, in the 'Ormulum' (regularly) and 
'Trinity College Homilies' (frequently), 
finally prevailing from Ca..xton's date and 
superseding OE. to XIII sc (often with 
graphic e before a, o, u), ME. s (XII-XIII), 
ss (xn-xiv), sch (xn-XIV; till xvn Sc.), ssh 
(xm-xvr), beside which are the EAnglian 
ME. var. x in xal, xulde (shall, should), 
Coverdale's sz(s)h, and sporadic ch (esp. in 
-chipe -SHIP XIV-XV) j cf. -ISH\ -ISH2• 

shabby Jre·bi dingy and faded; con
temptibly ungenerous. XVII. Parallel to 
tshabbed (OE. sceabbede), as scabby to 
scabbed; f. shab scab (OE.), low fellow 
(XVII), OE. sceabb = ON. *skabbr SCAB; 
see -Y1 • (jf 'A word that has crept into con
versation and low writin;;; but ought not 
to be admitted into the language' (J.). 

shabrack Jre·brrek saddle-cloth. XIX. -G. 
schabracke, F. schabraque, of East European 
origin (Russ. shabrak, Turk. lapraq). 

shabunder JiibA"nd;,J officer at native ports 
in Indian seas. XVI (sabandar). - Pers. 
shtihbundar 'king (SHAH) of the port'; cf. Pg. 
xabandar. 

shack Jrek (N. Amer.) roughly built cabin 
or shanty. XIX. perh. shortened - Mex. 
jacal, Aztec xacatli wooden hut, which are 
more closely repr. by occas. U.S. shackle. 

shackle Jre·kl fetter OE.; transf. uses from 
xrv. OE. sc(e)acul, corr. to LG. schiikellink 
of a chain, hobble, Du. schakel, ON. skt;kull 
wagon-pole, f. Germ. *skak-, repr. also by 
OE. sceac, LG. schake; see -LE1• Hence 
vb. XV. 
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SHAD 

shad fred fish of the genus Alosa. Late OE. 
sceadd, of unkn. origin; cf. W. ysgadan pl. 
(sg. ysgadanyn), Ir., Gael. sgadan herring. 

shaddock Jre•d01k fruit of Citrus decumana, 
tpompelmoose. XVII. f. name of Captain 
Shaddock 'Commander of an East-India 
Ship, who touch'd at that Island [sc. 
Jamaica] in his Passage to England, and left 
the Seed there' (Sloane, 'A voyage to ••• 
Jamaica', 1707). 

shade Jeid shadow; protection from glare or 
heat OE. (concr., as in lampshade, sunshade 
XVII); (after L. umbra, Gr. aK<a) disem
bodied spirit (pl. the shades Hades); degree 
of colour XVII ; slight degree xvm. OE. 
sc(e)adu fern. (obi. cases repr. by SHADOW), 
and obi. cases sceade, sceadu, etc. of scead n. 

shadow Jre·dou comparative darkness ; 
image cast by a body intercepting light; 
shelter from light and heat. XII. ME. 
sceadewe, shadewe, repr. obi. forms, scea
d(u)we, of OE. sceadu SHADE, corr. to OS. 
scado (Du. schaduw), OHG. scato (G. 
schatte, later schatten), Goth. skadus :
CGerm. (exc. ON.) *skaowaz, *skaowo :
IE. *skotw6s, -wti or *skatw6s, -wti; cf. Gr. 
sk6tos darkness, Skr. chaddyati covers, and 
Oir.scathshadow,MW.cisgauddarkness(W. 
syisgod, gwaisgod shade) :- OCeltic *skat-. 
So sha·dow vb. OE. sceadwian (also in oferi
sceadwian overshadow) = OS. skadowan, 
skadoian (Du. schaduwen), OHG. scatewen, 
Goth. -skadwjan. Hence sha·dowv1• XIV 
(Ch.). 

shaft1 Jaft rod of spear, etc. OE. ; long 
straight part of an object XIV; long bar or 
rod in a vehicle or machine XVII. OE. 
sc:ejt, sceajt = OFris. scejt, OS., OHG. 
scaft (Du., G. schaft), ON. shaft:- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *skaftaz, "-am, -iz, perh. to 
be referred to IE. "sqtip-, "sqabh- support, 
as in L. scapus shaft, stem, shank, scamnum 
bench, stool, Gr. (Doric) skapton staff, 
skeptloukhos staff-bearer, skeptein prop, 
skeptron SCEPTRE. 

shaft1 Jaft long well-like excavation giving 
access to a mine xv. - MLG. (whence 
(M)HG.) schacht, prob. spec. application of 
SHAFTl, as if the vertical channel were com
pared to the leg (schaft) of a boot. 

shag1 Jreg rough hair or wool OE. ; cloth 
having a velvet nap XVI ; fine-shredded 
tobacco; in full s. tobacco, i.e. a use of the 
adj. XVIII. Late OE. sceacga (once, in a 
gloss), rei. to ON. skegg beard(:- *skagjam), 
OE. sceaga coppice, SHAW, ON. skagi pro
montory (:- *skagon), skaga project, and 
further to ON. sk6gr wood. Hence shag 
adj. XVI (Sh.), tshaggED~ Late OE. 
sceacgede (twice, in glosses); superseded 
by sha·ggv1• XVI. t;JJ Not evidenced before 
late XVI exc. for the OE. glosses. 

shag1 Jreg cormorant. XVI. perh. a use of 
SHAG1 (sb. or adj.), with ref. to the bird's 
shaggy crest, 

SHALLOP 

shagreen fregri·n untanned leather. XVII. 
var. sp. of chagrin- F. chagrin (whence It. 
sagrin, Du. sagrijnleer)- Turk. sagry rump, 
skin of this. 

shah Jii king of Persia. XVI (shaw, shaugh). 
- Pers. sah, shortening of OPers. xsaya)Jiya. 
Cf. CHECKMATE. 

Shaitan Jeitii·n Satan, evil spirit XVII; evil
disposed person or animal ; dust storm XIX. 
-Arab. faifan- Heb. satan SATAN. 

shake feik pt. shook fuk, pp. shaken fei·kn. 
tgo, move; vibrate, cause to vibrate. OE. 
sc(e)acan, pt. sceoc, pp. sceacen = OS. 
skakan (pt. skok departed), ON. skaka, pt. 
sk6k, pp. skekinn :- Germ. *skakan (exc. 
Goth.), with which Skr. khajati agitate, 
chum, has been connected. shakY1 Jei·ki 
XVIII. 

shako Jre•kou military cap. XIX. -F. 
schako- Magyar csdk6, short for csdk6(s) 
siiveg peaked cap (csdkos, f. csdk peak- G. 
zacken point, spike). -

shale Jeil argillaceous fissile rock. XVIII. 
prob.- G. schale (not used in this sense, but 
cf. schalstein laminated limestone, schal
gebirge mountain system of thin strata) = 
OE. sc(e)alu SCALE1• So sha•ly1• XVII. 

shall Jrel, J(01)l pt. should Jud, J01d. 
CGerm. perfect-present vb., with a new 
wk. pt. (cf, CAN2, etc.) orig. meaning t I owe, 
(hence) ti ought, must, am to, passing 
thence into a tense-sign of the future and a 
mark of contingency. OE. sceal (2nd pers. 
scealt shalt), pl. sculon, pt. sceolde should = 
OFris. skel, skil, skilun, skolde, OS. skal, 
skulun, skolda, OHG. seal, sculun, scolta (Du. 
zal, zullen, zou, G. soll, sollen, sollte), ON. 
skal, skulu, skylda, Goth. skal, skulum, skulda ; 
f. CGerm. ("skel-) "skal- "skul- owe :- IE. 
"skel- "skol- "skf-, repr. also by OE. 
geiscola, OS., OHG. scolo, Goth. skula 
debtor, OE. scyld, OFris. skeld, OS. sculd, 
OHG. sculd, sculda (G. schuld) debt, guilt, 
and, outside Germ., by Baltic forms of 
similar connotation. 

The northem var. sal (reduced enclitically 
to s), pt. suld, is paralleled by OFris. sal, sel, 
OHG. sal, sol, sulun, and this form of the 
initial sounds has ousted the normal form in 
G. soil, sollen, sollte, and Du. zal, zou. The 
Eng. vb. has no inf. or pples. (the alleged 
OE. "sculan, "sceolan are based on insuffi
cient evidence); but elsewhere the inf. is 
repr. by OHG. scolan (G. sollen), OS.sculan, 
ON. skola, skula (pt. skylda), the prp. by 
OHG. scolanti (G. sollend), Goth. skulands, 
the pp. by ON. skyldr bound by duty, Goth. 
skulds lawful. 

shalloon Jalu·n woollen fabric. XVII.
(O)F. chalon (adopted earlier as tchalon 
blanket, coverlet XIV), f. name of Chalons
sur-Mame, France. 

shallop Jre·l01p sloop; dinghy. XVI. -F. 
chaloupe- Du. sloep SLOOP; cf. Sp. chalupa, 
It. scialuppa, G. schaluppe. 
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SHALLOT 

shallot J;:~lv·t small onion, Allium Asca
lonicum. XVII. Aphetic of teschalot- F. 
eschalotte (now echalotte), alt. of OF. 
eschaloigne = Pr. escalonha, etc. :- Rom. 
"'iscalonia, for L. Ascali'inia (cmpa), (onion) 
of Ascalon, a town in Palestine. 

shallow Ja:·lou not deep. xv. Obscurely 
rei. to synon. OE. sceald, ME. schald; see 
SHOAL1• 

sham Ja:m sb. ttrick, fraud XVII; spurious 
imitation XVIII; adj. false, counterfeit XVII; 
vb. tdefraud, hoax; tattempt to pass off; 
counterfeit, assume appearance of xvn. 
Like many words orig. in canting or sl. use, 
first recorded in late XVII, and of obscure 
etym. ; poss. north. dial. var. of SHAME. 

shaman Ja·m;:,n, Ja:·m;:,n priest among 
N. Asiatic tribes. XVII. -G. schamane, 
Russ. shamdn - Tungusian samdn; cf. F. 
chaman. 

shamble J::e·mbl walk with an ungainly 
gait. XVII (late). f. shamble adj. ungainly, 
shambling (early XVII), perh. orig. in s. legs, 
which may have orig. meant 'legs straddling 
like those of the trestles of a meat table' (see 
next) ; cf. WFris. skammels (pl. of skammel 
board on trestles) legs, esp. when badly 
formed, skammelje walk clumsily; cf. G. 
schemelbein, schemeln; see -LE3 • 

shambles Ja:·mblz (dial.). meat-market ( orig. 
flesh s.) xv; slaughter-house xvr. Colloq. 
transf. pl. of shamble table or stall for the sale 
of meat (xiv), spec. use of OE. sc(e)amul 
stool, table= OS. fotJskamel, OHG. fuo>l· 
scamil footstool (also MDu., MHG. schamel, 
schemel, G. schemel); CWGerm.- L. sca
mellum, dim. of scamnum bench, which has 
Celtic cognates. 

shame Jeim feeling of disgrace; state of 
disgrace, circumstance causing this OE. ; 
modest feeling XIV. OE. sc(e)amu = OFris. 
shame, skome, OS., OHG. skama (Du. 
schaam- in comp., G. scham), ON. skQmm :
CGerm. *skami'i (not in Goth., but cf. 
shaman vb. below); on the same base are 
formed OE. scand m. infamous man, scand 
fern. infamous woman, disgrace, scendan 
vb. (see SHENT), OHG. scanda (G. schande) 
disgrace, scant ashamed, Goth. skanda 
disgrace. So vb. OE. sc(e)amian intr. 
and impers., carr. immed. to OS. skamon, 
OHG. scami'in, and rei. to OHG. seamen, 
Goth. shaman, and MHG. schemen (G. 
schiimen), ON. skemma. shamefaced fei·m
feist modest, bashful. XVI. alt. by assim. 
to FACE, -faced, of (arch.) shamefast, OE. 
sc(e)amfrest, the second el. being identical 
with FAST\ as if 'restrained by shame' (cf. 
ii:fmst 'bound by law', religious, righteous, 
peawfrest 'bound by virtue', virtuous); but 
-frest is a common suffix of OE. adjs. equiv. 
to -ful, -ous. sha·meFUL\ -LESS. OE. 
sc(e)amjul, -Uas. 

shammy Ja:·mi XVIII. pronunc. of CHAMOIS. 
So shamoy Jre·moi prepare (leather) by 
working oil into it. XIX. 

SHARD 

shampoo Ja:mpii· massage (as now in a 
Turkish bath) XVIII; wash and rub (the 
scalp) XIX. -Hind. chhtimpo, imper. of 
chhtimpnti (cf. G. schamponieren). 

shamrock Ja:·mmk plant with trifoliate 
leaves, now usu. Trifolium minus (lesser 
yellow trefoil). xvr. - Ir. seamr6g = Gael. 
seamrag), dim. of seamar clover. 

shandygaff Ja:ndiga:·f mixture of beer and 
ginger-beer or lemonade. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

shanghai Ja:IJhai· (naut. sl., orig. U.S.) 
render insensible and ship on board a 
vessel wanting hands (perh. orig. one 
destined for Shanghai). XIX. f. Shanghai, 
name of a Chinese seaport. 

shank fa:IJk shin-bone, tibia OE. ; stem, 
shaft xvr. OE. sceanca, LG. schanke, Fleni. 
schank :- WGerm. *skaykan, rei. to MLG. 
schenke, Du. schenk leg bone (:- *skaykiz), 
LG., (M)HG. schenkel (:- "'skaykilaz); 
other formations on the series *skiyk
*skayk- *skuyk- are OS. scinka tibia (MLG. 
schinke thigh, ham), OHG. skinko, skinka 
(G. schinken ham), and OFris. skunka, LG. 
schunke; the etymol. meaning is uncertain, 
but the base corr. formally to that of ON. 
skakkr (:- *skaykaz) wry, distorted, lame, 
and Gr. skdzein (:- *sql}gy) limp (cf. 
SCAZON). phr. Shanks's mare, pony for 'the 
legs as a means of transport' is orig. Sc. 
(xviii), the pl. of the common noun being 
joe. turned into a surname. (j[ The primitive 
sense of LEG (which superseded this word in 
gen. use) is shown in surnames such as 
Cruikshank, Longshanks, Sheepshanks. 

shanty1 Jre·nti roughly built cabin or hut. 
XIX. Orig. in N. Amer. use; perh. - Ir. 
sean tig (toig) 'old house'. 

shanty2
, chant(e)y J::e·nti sailor's song, XIX, 

app. corruption of F. chantez, imper. of 
chanter sing. 

shape Jeip external or visible form; tsexual 
organs OE. ; guise XVI ; form or kind of 
structure xvii. orig. repr. OE. geJsceap 
creation, creature, form, figure, pudendum, 
decree, destiny, corr. to OS. giskapu pl. 
creatures, decrees, ON. skap condition, pl. 
fate (skppin genitals); f. "'skap- base of the 
vb., of which the sb. came to be later 
apprehended as a deriv. So shape vb. 
tcreate ; fashion, form. Early ME. new 
formation on the pp., rep!. orig. OE. 
"'scieppan, *sceppan, pt. sci'ip, pp. scapen, 
corr. to OFris. skeppa, ski'ip, eskepen, OS. 
"'gisceppian, -sci'ip, *scapan, Goth. gaskapjan 
-skop, -skapans; f. *skap- create, fashion; 
first established as a wk. vb. XVI; the OE. 
pp. survives chiefly in misshapen. sha·pe
LESS. XIII (Cursor M.). sha·peLY1 tfit, 
suitable XIV (Ch.); well-shaped XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). 

shard fiild, sherd f;ild (dial.) gap; frag
ment of broken earthenware (cf. POTsherd). 
OE. sceard, corr. to OFris. skerd cut, notch, 
MLG. skart crack, chink, MDu. scarde, 
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SHARE 

schart flaw, fragment (Du. schaard), (M)HG. 
scharte, ON. skaro notch, gap, sb. uses of 
the adj. repr. by OE. sceard, OS. shard, 
OHG. -scart, ON. sharor :-Germ. *sharoaz 
cut, notched, diminished, pp. formation on 
"'shar- *sker- SHEAR. 

share1 Jt:u cutting blade of a plough. OE. 
serer, scear, corr. to OFris. sher, MLG. 
schar(e), OHG. scar, scaro, scare (G. schar); 
WGerm. deriv. of Germ. *shar- *sher
SHllAR. Cf. next. t][ The present form 
repr. disyll. obi. forms of the OE. sb., the 
nom. of which gave ME. s(c)har. 

share 2 ft:J.I allotted portion XIV; portion of 
a property owned by a number in common 
XVI. The earliest exx. are in AN. and AL. 
documents; repr. spec. development of OE. 
scearu lit. 'cutting, division', recorded only 
in senses 'tonsure', 'fork of the body', and 
in landscearu boundary, folc-, leodscearu 
division of people, nation, hearmscearu 
penalty, corr. to OS. scara feudal service, 
troop, also in harmscara, MLG. schare troop, 
share, OHG. scara troop, share of forced 
labour (Du. schaar, G. schar troop, multi
tude), ON. shari :- Germ. deriv. f. *shar
"'sker- cut, divide, SHEAR. Hence share vb. 
XVI (Spenser, Sh.). 

shark Jii.Ik large voracious seafish, Squalus 
XVI; rapacious or extortionate person XVIII. 
Said to have been so named by sailors of 
Capt. John Hawkins's expedition, who 
brought home a specimen which was 
exhibited in London in I569; of unkn. 
origin. t][ The available evidence is insuffi
cient to determine connexion with tsharh 
parasite, sharper (late XVI) and its syn. 
tshirh XVII-xvm, or with tsharh vb. prey 
upon (bte XVI), play the parasite or sharper, 
pilfer. 

sharp Jii.Ip having a keen edge or point ; 
keen, acute; severe, harsh; pungent OE. ; 
shrill XIV; (mus.) XVI (Morley); sb. uses 
date from XIV. OE. sc(e)arp = OFris. sharp, 
sherp, OS. sharp (Du. scherp), OHG. sharj, 
scarpf (G. scharf), ON. skarpr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *sharpaz; cf. OE. scearpe scari
fication, scearpian scarify, OHG. scurfen 
(G. schiirfen scratch), and SCRAPE. Hence 
sha·rpJEN6 xv; superseding (dial.) sharp, 
OE. *sderpan, scerpan; sha·rpER1, in sense 
'cheat', swindler' (XVII) ; cf. sharp vb. 
swindle' (XVII). sha·rpLY2, sha·rpNESS. 
OE. 

shatter Jre·t:J.I (dial.) scatter, disperse XII; 
break in pieces xv. Origin and relation to 
SCATTEU obscure, there being no evidence 
for either word before 'Peterborough 
Chronicle' an. I I37 or between this and 
c.I300. MLG. schateren be shattered, re
sound, laugh uproariously (cf. Du. scha
teren) is prob. an independent imit. 
formation. 

shave Jeiv scrape, pare away OE. ; re
move with a razor, use a razor to XIII. 

SHEAF 

OE. sc(e)afan, pt. scoj, pp. scafen, sceafen = 
OS. sea/Jan, OHG. scaban (Du. schaven, 
G. schaben), ON. shafa, Goth. shaban :
CGerm. "'shaoan, of doubtful orig. ; str. vb. 
became wk. XIV, with the literary survival 
str. pp. shaven. Hence sha·veLING1 ton
sured ecclesiastic. XVI. shaVER1 Jei·v:u one 
who shaves xv; tplunderer, swindler; 
(hence colloq.) fellow, chap, wag XVI. 

shaw J5 (dial.) thicket, copse. OE. sceaga, 
corr. to NFris. skage farthest edge of culti
vated land, ON. shagi promontory, rei. to 
OE. sceacga (see SHAG1). t][ A common el. 
in place-names, hence a surname. 

shawl f5l Oriental oblong article of dress 
made in Kashmir from the hair of a goat of 
Tibet XVII ; in the West, outer covering for 
the shoulders (and head) XVIII. Earliest 
forms schal, scial, chal, shaul; ult.- Urdu, 
etc. - Pers. shiil, pro b. f. Shiiliiit, a town in 
India; adopted in all the main Eur. langs., 
e.g. Sp. chal, It. scialle, Rum. sal, Du., G. 
schal, Icel. sjal, (from Eng.) F. chlile, 
tschale, G., Da. shawl. 

shawm J5m (hist.) medireval wind instru
ment. XIV. ME. schallemele (Gower), pl. 
chalm(e)yes (Ch.), schalmes, later (sg.) 
schalmus, shawme (xvi). - (i) OF. chalemel 
(mod. chalumeau) :-Rom. "'calamellus, dim. 
of L. calamus reed- Gr. hdlamos; (ii) 
OF. (unexpl.) chalemie, whence also MLG., 
MDu. schalmeie, MHG. schalmie, Du., G. 
schalmei; (iii) OF. chalemeaus, pl. of 
chalemel. 

shay Jei chaise. XVIII (also chay). Back
formation from CHAISE Jeiz, misappre
hended as pl. 

she Ji, Ji 3rd sg. fern. nom. pers. pron. This 
form repr. east midi. ME. sere (XII, Peter
borough Chronicle), s3e, sse, sche (XIII), 
parallel with which there was ME. scho, 
sho, north. sco, surviving in n.w. dial. shoo. 
These two types appear to descend from 
divergent developments of OE. fern. de
mons. pron.-adj. sio, seo, ace. sie (see THE), 
resulting from the conversion of the falling 
diphthongs io, ie into rising diphthongs jo, 
je, viz. sjo, sje passing into Jo, Je; cf. the 
development of OE. fern. pers. pron. heo, 
ace. hie, to ME. 3ho, 3he (oo, for hoo, 
survives in some northerly dial.). t][ The 
necessity for a new form for this pron. arose 
partly from the coincidence in ME. of OE. 
he (he) and heo (she) under the form he. 
For the parallel use of the fern. demons. for 
'she' cf. OS. and OHG. siu (Du. zij, G. sie) 
= OE. seo, and OFris. se, beside hiu, and in 
ON. the use of the demons. pron. of all 
genders as a pers. pron. 

sheaf Jif bundle of reaped corn. OE. 
sceaf = OS. skof (Du. schooj), OHG. scoub 
sheaf, bundle or wisp of straw (G. schaub), 
ON. shauf fox's brush:- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *shauliaz (-am), f. "'shauo- "'sheuo
•skuo- (see SHOVE). 



SHEAR 

shear Ji;~J pt. sheared,tshore, pp. sheared, 
shorn. cut with a scissor-like instrument. 
OE. sceran, pt. pl. scteron, pp. scoren = 
= OFris. skera, OS. bilsceran (Du. scheren), 
OHG. sceran, scar, giscoran (G. scheren), 
ON. skera, skar, skorinn :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *skeran, f. *sker- *skar- *skier
*skur- (cf. SCORE, SHARD, SHARE, SHORE1). 

Hence shea·rLING1 sheep that has been 
shorn once XIV. shea·rwA:TER bird of the 
genus Puffinus. XVII. shears Ji;~Jz pl. 
(rarely sg.) scissors, now only of a large kind. 
OE. (i) scerero pl. :- *skterizo, (ii) sceara, 
pl. of scear fern., corr. to MLG. schere, MDu. 
scare, scere (Du. schaer), OHG. skar, pl. 
skari (whence MHG. scluere, G. schere), 
ON. skfkri n.pl.; f. *skier-. (naut.) pl. (also 
sp. sheers; cf. SHEER-HULK) device on ships 
for manipulating heavy gear XVII. 

sheat-fish Ji·tfiJ freshwater fish Silurus 
glanis. XVI. Earlier sheath-fish, prob. f. 
SHEATH+FISH, after G. scheid(en). 

sheath Jip case for a bhide. OE. screjJ, sceajJ 
= OS. skeoia (Du. scheede, schee), OHG. 
sceida (G. scheide), ON. skeioir pl. scabbard 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.} *skaijJiz, *skaipjo, 
pro b. f. *skaijJ- divide (see SHED1}, as if orig. 
'splitting husk' or 'split stick' ; cf. SHIDE and 
rei. OSw. skijJa (Sw. skida sheath), ON. 
skioa billet of wood, faggot. Hence sheathe 
fii5. XIV. 

sheave Jiv pulley. xrv. repr. OE. *scije, 
rei. to *scije (dial. SHIVE) = OFris. skive, 
OS. scioa, (M)LG, MDu. schive (Du. schiif), 
OHG. sciba (G. scheibe), f. base meaning 
variously disc, quoit, wheel, pulley, pane of 
glass, slice of bread. 

shebeen Jibi·n illicit public house xvm. 
Anglo-Ir. sibin, seibin, f. seibe liquid mea
sure, mug + -in -EEN 2

• 

shed1 Jed pt., pp. shed tseparate, divide 
OE.; (dial.) spill, let fall, pour, send forth 
as an emanation XII ; give forth, diffuse XIV; 
cast off XVI. OE. sc(e)adan, pt. sc(e}ad, 
sc(e)tidde, sc(e)adade, pp. sc(e)tiden,gescetidad, 
corr. directly or with cons.-variation to OFris. 
skeda, sketha wk., OS. skedan, skethan (Du. 
scheiden, scheidde, geschieden), OHG. sceidan, 
seiad, gesceidan (G. scheiden, schied, geschie
den), Goth. skaidan, skaidans :- CGerm. (ex c. 
ON.) *skaioatz, *skaijJan (cf. SHEATH,SHIDE). 
Beside orig. OE. sc(e)adan, repr. by early 
ME. shade, a var. with falling diphthong 
sceadan arose, from which the present 
shed descends (with shortening as in bread, 
dead). The OE. vb. retained its str. con
jugation in WS., but is found only wk. in 
Nhb.; str. forms persisted to some extent in 
ME., but wk. forms schedde, seized, with 
vars. schadde, schad, finally prevailed. 

shed2 Jed tseparation OE. (dial.) parting of 
the hair XIV; ridge of ground dividing valleys 
(cf. WATERSHED) XVI; spacing between the 
threads of the warp xvm. OE. (ge}scead, alt. 
of (ge)scead f. base of SHED1 ; cf. OHG. sceitil 
division, G. scheitel parting of hair. 

SHEET 

shed" Jed slight structure for shelter. xv 
(shadde, Caxton). prob. specialized use of 
shad(de), shed(de) (ssed(e Ayenb.), by-forms 
of SHADE, which itself survives dial. in this 
sense. 

sheen fin (poet.) beautiful, bright, re
splendent. OE. scene, \VS. sciene = OFris. 
skene, OS., OHG. sconi (Du. schoon, G. 
schiin}, Goth. skauns :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) 
*skauniz, *skaunjaz, f. *skau- behold (see 
SHOW). Hence sheen sb. brightness. XVII 
(Sh.); apprehended as abstr. noun of SHINE; 
whence shee·nY1• XVII (Milton). 

Sheeny fi•ni (sl.) Jew. xrx. Of unkn. 
origin. 

sheep Jip animal of the genus Ovis. OE. 
(Anglian) seep, (WS) sciep, sceap =OFris. 
skep, OS. scap (Du. schaap), OHG. scaj 
(G. schaf) :- WGerm. *skiepa, of which 
no cogns. are known (the ON. word was 
jter, the Gothic lamb; cf. EWE). In OE. 
nom. and ace. sg. and pl. became identical 
through the normal loss of -u of the pre
historic pl. *sciepu. Hence shee·pisH1• xn. 

sheer1 Ji;:u tbright, shining; (of fabrics) 
thin, fine; unmixed, unqualified XVI; rising 
perpendicularly without a break XVIII. prob. 
alt. of (dial.) shire clear, pure, mere, thin, 
weak, OE. scir = OFris. skire, OS. skir(i), 
ON. skirr, Goth. skeirs :-Germ. *skiraz, 
*skirjaz, f. *ski- SHINE. There is no proof 
of continuity with ME. schere (XIII-XIV) 
free, clear, fine, which was prob.- ON. 
skierr (:- *skairjaz) with change of sk to J; 
cf. SHEER THURSDAY. 

sheer• Ji;~J (of a ship) turn aside. xvn 
(Capt. Smith). perh.- (M)LG., (M)HG. 
scheren; identical with SHEAR. 

sheer" Ji;:,J (naut.} curve of a ship. XVII. 
pro b. f. SHEAR; cf. synon. F. tonture 
'shearing' (xvn). 

sheer hulk Ji;~.:dudk hulk of a disused ship 
fitted with hoisting shears. XVIII. f. sheers, 
SHEARS device for raising masts, etc., the 
form of which suggests a pair of shears+ 
HULK. q In Dibdin's song 'Tom Bowling', 
usu. misapprehended as 'mere hulk'. 

Sheer Thursday Ji;,J p!i·Jzdi (hist.} 
Maundy Thursday. xrr (Shereoursdei). ME. 
shere-, shire, corr. to ON. skfkrr, skirr (cf. 
SHEER1), which were used in the same way 
and were adopted XU-XIII with sk-. 

sheet1 fit broad piece of linen (etc.) covering 
OE. (as an article of bedding XIII); piece of 
paper or parr.hment for writing or printing 
on; broad expanse XVI. OE. (Anglian) 
scete, (WS.) sciete :- *skautjon, f. *skaut
*skeut- *skut- (see SHOOT, SHOT), one mean
ing of which is 'project'. The unmutated 
stem is repr. by OE. sceat comer, region, 
lap, bosom, skirt, cloth = OFris. skat skirt, 
MLG. schot, (M)Du. schoot lap, sail-rope, 
OHG. sciJ:;: (G. schoss} skirt, lappet, lap, 
ON. skaut comer, quarter, skirt, bosom, 
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SHEET 

sail-rope, Goth. skauts hem of garment, and 
the forms s.v. SHEET 2

• 

sheet• Jit rope attached to lower (leeward) 
comer of a sail)( tack. XIV. repr. OE. sceata 
'pes veli', but used for sceatline (see LINE 2) 

= MLG. schiitline (cf. ON. skautreip), prob. 
after ON. skaut or MLG., MDu. schOte, 
both in this sense; phr. three s-s in the 
wind, drunk. (OE. sceata corr. to (M)LG. 
schote, OHG. scoja skirt, ON. skauti ker
chief; cf. SHEETl.) 

sheet-anchor Ji-tre:IJka.t largest of ship's 
anchors. xv (shute anker), XVII (sheet a.). 
The earliest forms point to deriv. from 
tshoot sheet of a sail (xv to XVII) - (M)LG. 
schote, (M)Du. schoot (see SHEET1 and 2) ; 

the connexion in sense is not obvious, but 
the corr. seems to be confirmed by the 
substitution of SHEET3 in XVII. 

sheikh Jeik Arab chief. XVI. ult. -Arab. 
faikh (prop.) old man, f. fiikha be or grow 
old; cf. F. cheik, scheik, tseic, Sp. jeque. 

shekel Je·k(a)l Semitic unit of weight, chief 
silver coin of the Hebrews. XVI (Geneva 
Bible). - Heb. feqel, f. fdqal weigh; repr. 
earlier in Eng. by tsicle (xm to xvm)- OF. 
sicle -late L. siclus- Gr. siklos, slglos- Heb. 

shekinah Jikai·na manifestation of the 
Divine Majesty 'between the cherubims' 
(Exod. xxv 22, etc.). XVII. -late Heb. 
fekiniih, f. fiikan rest, dwell. 

sheldrake Je·ldreik bird of the genus 
Tadorna. xrv. prob. f. (dial.) sheld patti
coloured, pied, rei. to MDu. schillede varie
gated, f. schillen (modDu. verschillen differ) 
diversify+DRAKE 2• 

shelf1 Jelf horizontal slab of wood, etc. to 
hold objects XIV (Ch.); ledge or terrace of 
land XIX (shelfy XVIII). - (M)LG. schelf shelf, 
set of shelves, with accommodation to Eng. 
words in sh., more normally repr. by (dial.) 
skelf (xiv); rei. to OE. scylfe partition, com
partment, scylf (also stiinscylf) rugged rock, 
crag, pinnacle; cf. Gern1. *shelf- split. 
Hence shelve vb. tproject like a shelf; 
provide with shelves. XVI. 

shelf2 Jelf sandbank in the sea or a river. 
XVI. prob. alt., by assoc. with prec., of 
synon. tshelp (xv), repr. OE. scylp 'scopulus, 
murex', of unkn. origin. 

shell Jel hard outer covering of an animal, 
fruit, etc. ; scale or scale-like object OE. ; 
hollow or concave object XVI; exterior cover 
or case (spec. one containing powder and 
shot) XVII. OE. (Anglian) scell, (WS.) sciell 
= (M)LG., MDu. schelle, schille, Du. schel, 
schil pod, rind, scale, shell, ON. skel sea
shell, Goth. skalja tile :- Germ. (not in 
HG.) *skaljo, f. *skal- (cf. SCALE1 and 2 , 

SHALE). Hence vb. XVI rep!. (dial.) shale 
(xiv), sheel, shel (xv), which are based on 
OE. sc(e)alu shell, husk. 

shellac Jelre•k lac melted into thin plates 
for use as varnish. XVIII. f. SHELL sb. +LAC'. 

SHERRY 

Shelta Je-!ta cryptic language of Irish 
tinkers, gipsies, etc., known also among 
them as sheldru, shelter. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

shelter Je·lt::~.t (structure affording) pro
tection from the elements. XVI. poss. alt. 
of tsheltron phalaiL""< :- OE. scieldtruma, f. 
scield SHIELD+truma troop. Hence vb. XVI 
(Spenser, Sh.). 

shelve Jelv ttilt XVI; slope gradually XVII. 
perh. back-formation from shelvy having 
sandbanks (xvr, Sh.), f. SHELF 2+-Y1• 

shemozzle Jem:l"zl (orig. East End sl.). 
muddle, quarrel, m~lee. XIX. Also shle
mozzle; of Yiddish origin, and based on late 
Heb. fello'mazziil, i.e. fel of lo' not mazzal 
planet, planetary influence, luck. 

shent Jent (arch.) disgraced, ruined. ME. 
schent (xm) :- OE. gescend, pp. of scendan 
put to shame or reproach, ruin, discomfit = 
OLG. scendian (Du. schenden), OHG. 
scentan (G. schiinden) :- WGerm. *skandjan, 
f. *skand- ashamed :- *skamaa-, pp. forma
tion on *skarn- SHAME. 

shepherd Je•p:J.Id tender of sheep. Late 
OE. sceaphierde; see SHEEP, HERD 2, and cf. 
MLG., MDu. schiiphirde, etc. Hence vb. 
XVIII, she·pherdESS1 • XIV. 

Sheraton Je·r:Jtan name of Thomas 
Sheraton (I75I-I8o6), furniture-maker and 
designer, applied to his products XIX. 

sherbet Ja·.tb::~t Oriental drink XVII; pre
paration in powder form for making an 
effervescing drink XIX. - Turk., Pers. 
ferbet - Arab. fariib, f. fariba vb. drink 
(cf. SHRUB 2 , SYRUP). 

sherd fa.Id see SHARD. 
sherif, shereef J:Jri·f descendant of 

Mohammed through his daughter Fatima; 
sovereign ruler of certain states. XVI. - Arab. 
farif noble, glorious, f. sharafa be exalted. 

sheriff Je·rif representative of the royal 
authority in a shire or county. OE. stir
gereja, f. scir SlliRE+gerefa REEVE. Several 
types of form appear in ME. and later 
periods; the main stress falling orig. on the 
first etymol. e!., considerable modification 
took place in the second, whence schir(r)eve, 
schir(r)ef (by loss of final e and consequent 
unvoicing of v), shirrij, Sc. schirray; there 
was also a type scher(r)eve, whence schreve, 
shrieve (surviving in SHRIEVALTY), schriej, 
which resulted from the shift of the main 
stress to the second el. ; the present 
form, sheriff, combines the initial stress of 
the first type with the vowel e of the second. 
The etymol. analytic shire-reeve has been 
used by some antiquaries since XVI. Hence 
she·riffalty XVI; see SHRIEVALTY. 

sherry Je·ri still white wine of a type orig. 
made near Xerez (now Jerez), a town in 
Andalusia, Spain, XVI. alt. of sherris (xvi), 
apprehended as a pl. or derived from sherris 
sack (see SACK 2), i.e. Sherries, repr. old 
pronunc. of Xerez. 

od 



SHERRYV ALLIES 

sherryvallies Je·rivreliz (U.S.) trousers 
worn (e.g. by teamsters) over others. XVIII. 
prob. immed. -Pol. szarawary (General C. 
Lee, the first recorded user of the word, 
having been aide-de-camp to the king of 
Poland), corr. to Russ. sharovdry, Gr. 
sardbara (loose Persian trousers), late and 
medL. sarabara, saraballa, etc. -Arab. 
farwal, Syriac farbdld, prob. - Pers. falwar. 

sheva Java· (in Heb. gram.) sign under a 
consonant letter to indicate the (supposed) 
absence of a vowel XVI; (philo!.) the vowel 
a XIX. - Rabbinic Heb. feva, app. arbitrary 
alt. of saw' emptiness, vanity. Cf. G. sclzu•a. 

shew see SHOW. 

shewbread Jou·bred twelve loaves placed 
every Sabbath 'before the Lord' in the 
Jewish temple. XVI (Tindale). f. shew, var. 
of SHOW vb.+BREAD, after G. schaubrot 
(Luther), repr. Heb. texem panim 'bread of 
presence' (LXX apro• evdnr•o•, NT. apra. 
rijs 7TpofUaews, Vulg. panes p1·opositionis.) 

shibboleth Ji·balep Heb. word used by 
Jephthah as a test word to distinguish the 
fleeing Ephraimites, who could not pro
nounce sh (f), from his own men, the 
Gileadites (Judges xii 4-6) XIV (Wycl. 
Bible); (gen.) word used as a test for 
detecting foreigners ; catchword adopted by 
a party XVII. - Heb. fibboleth stream. Cf. 
F., G. schibboleth. 

shicer Jai·s~u (sl.) worthless person; 
(Austral.) unproductive mine. XIX. -G. 
scheisser 'cacator', agent-noun of scheissen 
SHIT. Cf. SHYSTER. 

shide Jaid (dial.) block of wood, board, 
plank. OE. scid = OFris. skid, OHG. scit 
(G. scheit), ON. skiiJ (cf. SKI) :-Germ. 
"*skioam, f. *skiiJ- divide; see SHEATH, SHED1• 

shiel Ji! (Sc. and north. dial.) shed, shanty, 
hut. xm. ME. shale, shele, of unkn. origin. 
Hence shie· bNG1 piece of pasture for cattle; 
rough hut. XVI. 

shield Jild article of defensive armour ; 
(fig.) protection, OE. sceld, scield = OFris. 
skeld, OS., OHG. scild (Du., G. schild), ON. 
skjQldr, Goth. skildus- CGerm. *skelduz, 
prob. orig. 'board' and so f. base *skel
divide, separate (cf. SCALE1). Hence vb. 
OE. sceldan, sCildan. 

shift Jift A. tarrange OE. ; B. change xm ; 
c. alter the position of XIV. OE. sciftan = 
OFris. skijta, MLG. schiften, schichten, 
MHG. schihten (G. schichten), ON. skipta 
divide, separate, change, f. base *skip- as in 
ON. skipa arrange, assign. Hence shift sb. 
A. expedient, contrivance, evasion; B. 
tchange; (spec.) of clothing; (esp.) woman's 
chemise XVI; C. change of position, removal 
XVIII. Hence shi·ftY1 • XVI. 

Shiite Jai·ait member of the Shiah sect of 
Mohammedans. xvm. f. Shiah (xv11) -
Arab. fio.ah sect, f. fiio.a follow; see -ITE. 

SHINGLE 

shikar Jikii·:t hunting, sport. XVII. -Urdu 
- Pers. fikar. 

shillelagh Jilei-li Irish cudgel. XVIII. f. 
name of a barony and village in County 
Wicklow, Ireland, known for its oaks. 

shilling Ji-li!J money of account equiv. to 
r 2 pence or r /20 of a pound. OE. stilling = 
OFris., OS., OHG. scilling (MDu., Du. 
schelling, G. schilling), ON. skillingr, Goth. 
skilliggs :- CGerm. *skilliygaz, of much 
disputed origin; adopted, in OS!. as skulrzl, 
OF., Pr., Sp. escalin, It. scellino, modF. 
schelling. 

shilly-shally Ji-IiJreli phr. stand or go shill 
I, shall I vacillate, be irresolute XVII; adj. 
vacillating; sb. vacillation xvm. f. shall I, 
with variation of vowel, for which cf. 
DILLY-DALLY, WISHY-WASHY. 

shimmer Ji·ma:t shine with tremulous 
light. Late OE. scymrian, *scimerian = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. schemeren be shaded or 
shadowy, glimmer, glitter, G. schimmern, 
iterative (see -ER4) f. Germ. *skim-, exten
sion of *ski- SHINE1 ; obs. in XVII. Revived 
by Scott, 'Lay of the Last Minstrel' I xvii 
(r8o5); hence sb. (Scott, 1821). 

shin Jin front part of the leg between knee 
and ankle. OE. scinu = (M)LG.,MDu. 
schene (Du. scheen), OHG. scina, shin, needle 
(G. schiene thin plate); the basic meaning is 
pro b. 'thin or narrow piece'. OE. scia shin, 
MHG. schie hedge stake. 

shindy Ji·ndi shinty; spree; commotion. 
XIX. unexpl. alt. of shinty (i) game re
sembling hockey (xvm), (ii) row, ccmmo
tion (XIX), later var. of shinny (xvn), an 
earlier name of the game. Shinny (xvn) and 
shinty (xvm) appear to be derived from cries 
used in the game, shin ye, shin you, and shin 
t'ye 'shin to you'; other dial. names are 
shinnins, shinnack, shinnup. 

shinel Jain pt., pp. shone J;>n shed beams 
of bright light. OE. sCinan, pt. scan, pp. 
*scinen (rare ME. sinen) = OFris. skina, 
OS. skinan, OHG. scinan (Du. schijnen, G. 
scheinen), ON. skina, Goth. skeinan :
CGerm. *'skinan, f. *'ski- with present-stem 
formative -n- carried through into the pt. 
and pp. (for cogns. see SHEER\ SHIMMER). 
Hence sb. XVI (Skelton); whence (unless 
f. the vb.) shi·nY1• XVI (Spenser, Sh.). 

shine• Jain (dial.) convivial party; (colloq.) 
row, disturbance. XIX. perh. uses of prec. 
sb., but the senses are notably like those of 
SH!NDY. 

shingle1 Ji·l)gl piece of wood used as a 
house tile. xu. ME. scincle, scingle, singe[ 
(whence AL. cingula XIV, shingula xv), repr., 
with unexpl. modification, L. scindula, later 
form of scandula after Gr. skhidax, skhin
dalm6s. Hence vb. roof with shingles XVI ; 
(orig. U.S.) cut (the hair) so as to produce 
the effect of overlapping tiles XIX. 



SHINGLB 
shingle1 Ji·l)gl (beach covered with) small 

roundish stones. XVI. Of obscure origin and 
history; forms poss. identifiable with this 
word appear in place names from Domesday 
Book onwards, viz. sincle, single, later with 
initialch, e.g. chingel, esp. in Sc., as chyngil(l), 
from xv; the relation, if any, with Norw. 
sing[ coarse sand, small stones, NFris. singe[ 
gravel, is not determinable. 

shingle8 Ji•l)gl subject (puddled iron) to 
blows and pressure. xvn. -F. cingler- G. 
ziingeln, f. zange TONGS. 

shingles Ji·l)glz eruptive disease often 
extending round the middle of the body. 
XIV (Trevisa). Late ME. schingles, cingules, 
sengles- medL. use of L. cingulus, var. of 
cingulum girdle (f. cingere gird; cf. CINCTURE), 
re~dering Gr. '<fwq (zoNE), 'wan}p girdle, in 
this sense. 

Shinto Ji·ntou native religion of Japan. 
XVIII. - Jap. shiuto- Chinese shin tao way 
of the gods. 

shinty Ji·nti see SHINDY. 

ship Jip large sea-going vessel. OE. scip = 
OFris., OS. skip (Du. schip, scheep-, in 
comb. scheeps-), OHG. skif(G. schif.f), ON., 
Goth skip :- CGerm. *skipam, of unkn. 
origin; for its adoption in Rom. langs. cf. 
SKIFF. So ship vb. late OE. scipian, corr. to 
(M)Du. schepen, (M)HG. schif.fen, ON. 
skipa. Hence shi·pMAN (arch.) seaman, 
sailor, OE. scipman, with Germ. cogns. 
shi·pMENT. XIX, shi·pMONEY (hist.) impost 
for providing ships for the navy. XVII. 
shippER1 Ji·p;)J tseaman. late OE. scipere, 
f. scipian; one who ships goods XVIII. Cf. 
SKIPPER. shippound Ji·ppaund unit of 
weight (zo lispounds) used in the Baltic 
tra~e. XVI. - MLG. schippunt, MDu. 
sc~tppo~td; see POUND1• ship-shape Ji·p
Jelp tnm, orderly. XVIII. ong. tship shapen 
(xvn) 'arranged in ship fashion', i.e. SHIP 
~b., and pp. of SHAPE, alt. to ship shape and 
mterpreted as 'in the fashion of a ship'. 
shi·pWRECK what is cast up from a wreck 
XI ; destruction or loss of a ship xv. Super
seded tshipbreche (OE. siipbryce), f. BREACH. 

SHOAL 

early mod. Eng. it is added to a sb. to 
denote a state of life relating to what is 
denoted by the sb.; courtship (Sh.) is the 
chief instance. TOWNSHIP is the one survival 
of a group of OE. sbs. with collect. sense. 

shire Jai:u tofficial charge; tdistrict under 
a governor, bishop's see, etc.; administra
tive district later called county OE. (hence 
terminal element in names of counties XII). 
OE. scir = OHG. scira (in two glosses) 
care, official charge, poss. :- *skizo :
*skeisti, rel. to Oitalic *koisa, repr. by L. 
ciira care, charge, CURE1

• 

shirk f;iJk tpractise fraud or trickery; 
(dial.) slink, sneak away XVII; evade (duty, 
etc.) xvm. rei. to tshirk sb., perh.- G. 
schurke (cf. SHARK). 

shirt f;iJt undergarment for the trunk. 
OE. scyrte (once, as an obscure gloss on 
'prretexta'), corr. formally to (M)LG. 
schort(e), schorte, MDu. schorte (Du. 
schort), G. schiirze apron, ON. skyrta shirt 
(whence SKIRT), based on Germ. *skurt
SHORT. Hence shi·rtv1 (sl.) out of temper 
xrx; f. phr. get (a person's) shirt (out), cause 
him to lose his temper. 

shit Jit void excrement. XVII. Superseding 
(dial.) shite, OE. scitan, pp. -sciten = MLG. 
schiten (Du. schijten), OHG. ski:;;an (G. 
scheissen), ON. skita; f. Germ. *skit- *skit
( whence OE. scitol purgative, siitte diar
rhrea). Short i was generalized from the 
pp. shi-ttEN6 xrv (Ch.). prob. based on IE. 
*skheid- split, divide (see SCHISM and cf. the 
etymol. sense of excrement). Hence sb. XVI. 

shittah Ji·ta species of acacia. XVII (A.V.). 
- He b. shittak (tt :- nt; cf. Arab. san{, 
Egyptian sont acacia). So shittim Ji-tim 
acacia wood. XIV (Wycl. Bible). The 
earliest forms, sechym, cetyne, sethim, are 
based on Vulg. setim- Heb. shittim, pl. of 
shittak. 

shive Jaiv (dial.) slice XIII (AncrR.); thin 
bung or cork XIX. ME. schive, prob. -
MLG., MDu. schive, with assim. to Eng. 
phonetic conditions (see SH-); cf. SHEAVE. 

shiver1 Ji·v:u fragment, chip. XIII (La;J.). 
Early ME. scifre, scivre, corr. to OHG. 

-ship Jip suffix denoting state or condition: scivaro splinter (G. schiefer slate, for 
(x) added to adjs. and pps.; of the numerous schieferstein), f. Germ. *sklf- split, whence 
OE. exx., only HARDSHIP and WORSHIP sur- also SHEAVE, SHIVE. So shiver vb, XII (in 
vive; (z) added to sbs. to denote the state or tto-shiver); cf. MDu. scheveren, MHG. 
condition of being what is expressed by schiveren (G. schiefern). 
the sb., the qualities or character associated 
with, the power implied by, and spec. the shiver2 Ji·v;u tremble as with cold or fear. 
position or dignity designated by the sb. as XIII. Early ME. chivere, superseded by 
in OE. freondscipe FRIENDSHIP, hltifordstipe shiver xv, prob. by assoc. with shake (cf. 
LORDSHIP, similarly in authorship, crafts- chivere and schake XIV); perh. orig. referring 
m.ansh~p, fellowship,. headship, horsemanship, to chattering of the teeth (cf. chevere with 
kmgshtp, stewardshtp, suretyship, workman- the chin xv) and so an alt. by substitution of 
ship. In ladyship, lordship, worship, like -ER4 of ME. chavele, chefle wag the jaws, 
comps. of -NESS, used with poss. adjs. his chatter, and chevele, chivele shiver (PPL), 
her, their, your to denote personage~ f. OE. ceafl jaw, JOWL. 
bearing the title. In fellowship, scholarship, shoall foul shallow. XVI. alt. of late ME. 
sizarship, etc. there is trans£. application to schoold, schold, Sc. schald (xrv), repr. OE. 
the emoluments attached to the status. In sc(e)ald (only in local names, oet scealdan 
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SHOAL 

fleote, on scealdan ford, cet scealdeburnan 
Shalfleet, Shalford, Shalbourne) :- *skaldaz, 
rel. to SHALLOW. Hence shoal sb. shallow 
place, sandbank XVI ; succeeding to late 
ME. schald, sholde, earlier shelde. 

shoal• foul large number of fish, etc., 
swimming together. late xvr. prob.- MLG., 
MDu. schole (adopted earlier as SCHOOL2), 

with Eng. sound-substitution (f for Du. sx). 

shock1 fok pile of sheaves of grain. ME. 
XIV, but implied earlier in AL. socca (xu), 
scoka (xm), either repr. OE. •sc(e)oc or 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. schok shock of corn, 
group of 6o units (with assim. of sx to J), in 
OS. scok = MHG. schoc(h) heap, also (as 
in G. schock) sixty; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. (in AL. socciire XIV), with agent-noun in 
OE. g. pl. scocere, s(h)oker (xu-xm). 

shock2 fok encounter of armed forces XVI; 
violent concussion xvu ; sudden and dis
turbing impression on body or mind xvm. 
In early use also tcho(c)k, tchoque- F. choc, 
f. (O)F. choquer (whence shock vb. XVI) = 
Sp. chocar, of unkn. origin. The ppl. adj. 
sho·cki~G· (xvm) appears first in the forms 
chocquing, choqueing, preceded by choquant 
(xvn), the F. prp. 

shock" Jok thick mass (of hair). XIX. prob. 
for shock head, in which shock is adj. (xvn) 
rough and thick, based on tshock, tshock
dog poodle (xvn), presumablyvar. oftshough 
(XVI, Nashe, Sh.), of unkn. origin. 

shoddy Jo·di woollen yarn obtained by 
tearing up refuse rags; cloth made of this, 
which does not show its origin; XIX. Of 
dial. but obscure origin. Hence as adj. 
counterfeit and trashy. 

shoe Jii outer covering for the foot OE. ; 
horseshoe XIV ; various transf. senses from 
xv. OE. sco(h) = OFris. scoh, OS. scoh (Du. 
schoen), OHG. scuoh (G. schulz), ON. sk6r, 
Goth. skohs :-Germ. *skoxaz or *skoxwaz, 
with no known cogns. OE. pl. sc(e)os is 
normally repr. by mod. shoes; a wk.
inflected pl. appeared xm and is wide
spread in dial. shoon. Hence shoe vb. pt., 
pp. shod Jod OE. scog(e)an = MLG. 
schoi(g)en (Du. schoeien), OHG. scuohon (G. 
schuhen), ON. skua; the doubling of din pt. 
and pp. (XIV) with consequent shortening of 
vowel is anticipated in late OE. unsceoddum 
fotum with unshod feet, and is paralleled in 
fled, pt. and pp. of FLEE. 

shoful Jou·f;Jl counterfeit money; hansom 
cab (as an infringement of Hansom's 
patent) XIX. - Yiddish schofel worthless 
stuff, rubbish, sb. use of adj. 'base, mean', 
repr. German-Jewish pronunc. of Heb. 
fiiphiil. 

shog fog (chiefly dial.) shake, roll (Wyclif); 
jog along, go steadily on XIV. Late l\1E. 
s(c)hogge, parallel to contemp. schokke 
move swiftly, MLG., MHG. schocken 
swing, sway; cf. JOG. 

SHOT 

shogun Jou·gun hereditary commander-in
chief of the Japanese army. XVII. - Jap. 
shogun, for sei-i-tai shOgun 'barbarian-sub
duing great general' (shogun being sound
substitution for Chinese chiang chiin 'lead 
army'). 

shoo Jii exc!. to drive away birds, etc. xv 
(schowe, ssou, Cath. Angl.). Of instinctive 
origin; cf. LG. schu, (M)HG. schii, F. shou, 
It. scio. Hence vb. 

shoot Jut pt., pp. shot Jot go swiftly and 
suddenly; send forth (spec. missiles); 
wound or kill with a shot. OE. sceotan, pt. 
sceat, scuton, pp. scoten (cf. SHOTTEN) = 
OFris. skiata, OS. skietan, OHG. scio:r:;'an 
(Du. schieten, G. schiesun), ON. skj6ta :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) str. vb. •skeutan, f. 
•skeut- *skaut- *skut-, whence also OE. sceat, 
sciete SHEET1 and 2, scot SHOT, scotian shoot 
with arrows, scyttan SHUT. Hence sb. (xvi); 
sloping channel or conduit ( cf. SHUTE) XIX. 
«.J! The phonetic development of shoot is as 
in CHOOSE. 

shop J<>p building where goods are sold 
XIII (in AL. schopa XI); building set apart 
for work (xv). Aphetic- AN., OF. eschoppe 
(mod. echoppe) lean-to booth, cobbler's 
stall- MLG. sclzoppe, corr. to OE. sc(e)oppa 
(once, rendering Vulg. 'gazophylacium'), 
OHG. scopf porch, vestibule (G. schopj 
porch, lean-to, cartshed, barn), rei. to OE. 
scypen (dial. shippen, -on) cow-shed, MLG. 
schoppen, sclzuppen (whence G. schuppen) 
shed. 

shore1 J5;J.I land bordering on a piece of 
water. XIV. -(with assim. to Eng. phonetics 
as in foil.) :viLG., JVIDu. schore, perh. f. 
the base of SHEAR. 

shore• J5;J.I oblique support for the side of 
a building. xv. -(with LDu. sx assim. to J) 
MLG., MDu. schore (Du. schoor) prop, 
stay. Soshorevb.propup. XIV.- (M)LG., 
(M)Du. schoren. 

shore• f5<J.I sewer. xvr. orig. in common 
shore, perh. an application of this phr. 
(sHoREl) in the sense 'no-man's-land at the 
water-side, where filth was deposited for the 
tide to wash away'. IJl Not a var. of SEWER1 

(common sewer is later). 
short f5.It )( long OE. ; not reaching a cer

tain standard XIV; friable, brittle xv. OE. 
sceort = OHG. scurz :- Germ. •skurtaz 
(compar. *skurtizon, OE. scyrtra); cf. SHIRT, 
SKIRT. Hence sho·rtAGE (orig. U.S.) XIX. 
sho·rtco:ming (censured by De Quincey, 
1847, as a Scotticism) XVII; f. phr. comes. 
sho·rtEN5 XVI (More, Palsgr., Coverdale); 
superseding tshort vb. (OE. to xvr). 
sho·rtHAND XVII; rep!. somewhat earlier 
·tshort-writing, tr. BRACHYGRAPHY. IJf For 
cold-, hot-, red-short see COLD-SHORT. 

shot Jut act of shooting; that which is shot; 
payment, share (cf. scoT) OE. OE. sc(e)ot, 
gesc(e)ot = OFris. skot, OS. siljscot 'balista', 
MLG. (ge)scot, OHG. sea:; and gisco:; (G. 

[822) 
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schoss, geschoss), ON. skot :-Germ. "'skutaz, 
"'gaskut, f. "'skut- *skeut- SHOOT. 

shotten J"·tn pp. of SHOOT, surviving in 
(arch.) s. herring herring that has spawned 
(fig. in Sh. 'I Hen. IV' II. iv. I43); see -EN°. 

shoulder Jou·ld;JJ part of the body at which 
arm, fore-leg, or wing is attached. OE. 
sculdor (pl. in -u, perh. repr. a dual), corr. to 
OFris. skuldere, MLG. schuldere (whence 
Scand. forms), (M)Du. schouder, OHG. 
sculter(r)a (G. schulter) :- WGerm. "'skuldr-, 
of unkn. origin (perh. for *skurdr-; cf. 
OHG. scarti shoulder-blade); a mutated 
form is seen in OE. (pl.) gescyldru = OS. 
sculdir, OHG. scultirra. Hence vb. push 
with the shoulder(s) XIII; support with the 
shoulder(s) xvr. t1f For the same conditions 
cf. COULTER, POULTICE, MOULD, POULTRY. 

shout Jaut loud cry; vb. utter this. XIV. 
Late ME. schoute, poss. repr. a deriv. of 
"'skut- "'skut- "'skeut- send forth forcibly, 
SHOOT j cf. ON. skuta, skuti SCOUT 3 • 

shove fAv pt., pp. shoved fAvd thrust, 
push. OE. sciifan, pt. sceaf, scufotz, pp. 
scofen = OFris. skuva, MLG., MDu. schU
ven (Du. schuiven), OHG. sciuban (G. 
schieben), Goth. afiskiuban push away:
CGerm. str. vb. *skeuoan, "'skauo-, "'skuo
(but ON. sklifa is wk.). t1f For the same 
development of ii before v cf. DOVE. The 
str. pt. and pp. began to be rep!. by wk. 
forms in XIV. Cf. SHOVEL. 

shovel JA·vl kind of spade. OE. scojl, corr. 
to (M)LG. schuffel, :VIDu. schof(f)el (Du. 
schoffel) shovel, hoe; with rei. forms show
ing a long vowel, as in OHG. scuvala (G. 
schaufel); f. Germ. "'skUf- sktio- SHOVE; see 
-EL1• 

show, shew Jou pt. showed Joud, pp. 
shown Joun tlook at, examine OE. -XIV; 
cause to be seen, point out, exhibit; make 
known, explain XII (Orm); be seen, appear 
XIII. OE. sceawian = OFris. skawia, skowia, 
schoia, OS. skawon (Du. schouwen), OHG. 
scouwi'in (G. schauen) :- WGerm. wk. vb. 
"'skauwojan, f. "'skau- see, look (whence also 
Goth. skauns, etc. beautiful; see SHEEN) :
IE. *sqou-, repr. in Gr. thuoisk6(r)os priest, 
lit. 'one who attends to sacrifices', a form 
without initial s- being repr. by Skr. kavis 
sage, poet, Gr. keetn observe, L. cavere (see 
CAVEAT). Hence show sb. XIII (Cursor M.); 
whence showY1 Jou·i making a good dis
play, effective XVIII (Addison); superseding 
tshowiSH1 (xvu; freq. in xvm). t1f The 
reversal of meaning from 'see' to 'cause to 
be seen', found in 'Ormulum', is unexpl., all 
the continental Germ. langs. retaining the 
orig. sense. The str. pp. shown is attested in 
'Ormulum' (shawenn); the wk. showed, 
shewed continued till XIX. The sp. shew, 
shewn, repr. orig. a falling diphthong 
(sceaw-), as against show, which repr. a rising 
diphthong (sceaw-), is now of limited 
currency. 

SHRIFT 

shower Jau;JJ fall of rain OE. ; copious fall 
(cf. missiles OE.; of tears, etc. XIV); tcon
flict, attack, pang XIII. OE. sciir = OFris. 
skur fit of illness, OS. skiir, MDu. schuur 
(Du. schoer), OHG. scur (G. schauer) :
WGerm. "'skiira m., beside ll!skuri'i fern. 
(whence ON. skurshowerofrain, of missiles, 
Goth. skura storm). Hence vb. XVI. 

shrapnel fne·pn;Jl shell that bursts scatter
ing bullets. XIX (S. shell, I8o6). f. name of 
General Henry Shrapnel (176r-r842), who 
invented this shell during the Peninsular 
War. 

shred fred fragment cut or broken off 
OE. ; fragment of textile material, also fig. 
XIV. OE. ll!scread (pl. screada), sereade, corr. 
to OFris. skred hair-cutting, clipping of 
coin, OS. skrod, MLG. schrat, schriit, cut 
off piece (Du. schroot- G.), OHG. scrot 
G. schrot); f. WGerm. ll!skraud- ll!skreud
"'skrud- cut; see SHROUD and cf. SCREED. So 
shred vb. tpare, trim OE.; cut into small 
strips or slices xrv. OE. scri!adian .= OFris. 
ll!skreda (whence skredare clipper of coin). 
So vb., pt., pp. shredded, shred. 

shrew1 frii mammal of the genus Sorex, 
formerly held to be venomous. OE. scri!awa, 
scrfewa shrewmouse, rei. to OHG. scrawa!? 
dwarf, MHG. schrawa:;, schrat, schrouwel 
devil, Ice!. skr(Jggr old man, Norw. skrogg 
wolf, skrugg dwarf, Sw. dial. skrugge devil, 
skragga. Comp. shrew·MOUSE. XVI. 

shrew2 frii tmalignant man XIII ; person 
(now, woman) given to railing XIV. perh. 
trans£. use of prec., but poss. spec. applica
tion of a word meaning 'ill-disposed being'. 
shrew· IsH' twicked XIV; ill-natured, given 
to scolding XVI ('I was neuer curst: I haue 
no gift at all in shrewishnesse' Sh.). 

shrewd friid (dial.) wicked XIV (Mannyng); 
thurtful, dangerous, grievous, serious XIV 
(Trevisa); (arch.) severe, hard xv (Caxton); 
tcunning, artful, (eulogistically) astute, 
sagacious XVI. ME. schrewed(e), f. SHREW2 + 
-ED1, as in CRABBED, DOGGED, WICKED, 
WRETCHED ; but some of the senses suggest 
that the formation is a pp. (-ED1) of shrewJ 
vb. curse (cf. BESHREW), quasi 'cursed'. 

shriek Jrik utter a loud sharp shrill cry. 
XVI. Also tshreak, tshreik; parallel to 
(dial.) screak (xv)- ON. sknkkja; other 
shr- forms are (dial.) shrike (xu) and 
shritch (xm), repr. the base of OE. scrit!
cettan. Cf. SCREECH. 

shrievalty Jri·v;Jlti office of a sheriff. XVI. 
f. shrieve (xv-XIX), SHERIFF+ -alty, repr. OF. 
-alte (mod. -aute), as in mayoralty, 

shrift Jrift (tpenance imposed after) 
auricular confession. OE. scrift, corr. to 
OFris. shrift, (M)Du. schrift, OHG. scrift 
(G. schrift), ON. skript, shrift; f. SHRIVE; 
see -T1• t1f The meanings 'penance', 'con
fession' are confined to Eng. and Scand. 



SHRIKE 

and appear to have arisen from a sense of 
'prescribed penalty' ; the other langs. have 
only the senses immed. connected with 
writing. 

shrike fraik butcher-bird. XVI (Turner). 
Of obscure origin; phonetically corr. forma
tions are OE. scric thrush, MLG. schrik 
comcrake, s6Ziskrikja snow-bunting, Sw. 
shrika jay, rel. to vbs. cited under SHRIEK. 

shrill Jril of high-pitched piercing tone. 
XIV (Ch.). Contemp. with ME. shrille vb.: 
superseding (dial.) shille adj. and vb., OE. 
*sciell, scyl, and *sciellan, scyllan; cf. LG. 
schrell, G. schrill, re!. to OE. scralletan, Du. 
schrallen, Ice!. skrolta; f. Germ. *skral-, 
*skrel-. 

shrimp Jrimp crustacean of the genus 
Crangon; puny person. XIV. Obscurely rei. 
to lVILG. schrempen contract, wrinkle, 
schrimpen wrinkle the nose, schrumpen 
wrinkle, fold (whence G. schrumpfen), 
MHG. schrimpj, schrimpfen contract, ON. 
skreppa slip away, and SCRIMP. Cf. CRIMP. 

shrine frain tbox, chest; repository for a 
saint's relics OE.; casket for a dead body, 
tomb XIV (Ch.), temple, church XVII 
(Milton). OE. scrin = OFris. skrin, MLG. 
schrin, MDu. schrine (Du. schrijn), OHG. 
scrini (G. schrein), ON. skrin; CGerm. (not 
in Gothic)- L. scrinium case or chest for 
books or papers (repr. widely in Rom. and 
Balto-Slavic). 

shrink fril)k pt. shrank frre!Jk, pp. 
shrunk frA!Jk, shru·nken twither, cower, 
huddle OE. ; become reduced in size or ex
tent XIII; retreat, recoil XIV; trans. XIV. OE. 
scrincan, pt. scranc, scruncon, pp. (ge)
scruncen, carr. to Sw. skrynka wrinkle (OSw. 
skrunkin, pp. shrivelled, wrinkled), Norw. 
skrekka, skrokka. Shrunk, reduced form of 
shrunken pp., is now differentiated from the 
latter by being applied to the condition of 
being contracted by immersion or lowering 
of temperature. 

shrive fraiv pt. tshrove frouv (cf. 
SHROVETIDE), pp. shriven fri·vn hear the 
confession of OE.; pass. (OE.), refl. and 
intr. (XIII) make one's confession. OE. 
scrifan, pt. scrtif, scrifon, pp. (ge)scrifen 
assign, devise, impose as a sentence or 
penance, regard, care for = OFris. skriva 
write, impose penance, OS. skrioan, OHG. 
scriban write, paint, describe, prescribe 
(Du. schrijven, G. schreiben write, spell); 
WGerm. str. vb. (in ON. wk. and with 
short i, skrifa)- L. scribere write (cf. 
SCRIBE). 

shrivel fri·vl become, cause to become, 
contracted and wrinkled. XVI. poss. of ON. 
origin (cf. Sw. dial. skryvla wrinkle). 

shroff fraf. XVII. Anglo-Indian alt. of the 
source of SARAF. 

shroud fraud A. tgarment OE. ; winding
sheet; veil, screen XVI; B. tplace of shelter 
XIV; (pl.) crypt, vault XVI; C. (pl.) ship's 

SHUT 

ropes leading from a mast-head xv. OE. 
sCrild, corr. to ON. skrniJ and skrniJi fittings, 
gear, ornaments, apparel, furniture, textile 
fabric, f. Germ. *skriUJ- *skreuiJ- cut (see 
SHRED). Hence shroud vb. tclothe; cover, 
screen XIII; rep!. tshride :- OE. scrydan 
(*skruiJjan) =o ON. skrjiJa. 

Shrovetide Jrou·vtaid the three days pre
ceding Ash Wednesday. xv. Abnormally 
f. pt. stem shrov- of SHRIVE+TIDE sb. So 
Shrove Tuesday (xv). '1[ The reference is to 
the practice of going to confession before 
Lent. 

shrub1 frAb woody plant smaller than a tree. 
OE. scrubb and scrybb (both evidenced once 
prob. in sense 'shrubbery, underwood'). 
The basic meaning may be 'rough plant or 
bush' and the foil. appear to be rei. forms: 
NFris. skrobb broom, brushwood, 'WFlem. 
schrobbe climbing wild pea or vetch, Norw. 
skrubba dwarf cornel, Da. dial. skrub brush
wood. Cf. SCRUB 2 • Henceshru·bbERY. XVIII. 

shrub2 frAb drink prepared from acid fruit, 
etc. XVIII. -Arab. surb, {arab, f. sariba 
vb. drink; cf. SHERBET, SYRUP. 

shrug frAg shiver, shudder XIV; raise (the 
shoulders) in disdain, etc. xv. Of unkn. 
origin; the occas. vars. shrukke (xv), shruck 
(xvr) and some affinity of sense suggest 
comparison with Sw. dial. skrugge, skrukka 
crouch, Da. skrugge, skrukke duck the head, 
but no point of contact can be made out. 

shuba Jii:ba fur gown or greatcoat. XVI. 
- Russ. shuba. 

shuck fAk (dial., U.S.) husk XVII; valueless 
thing (pl. used as int.) XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

shudder JA•d;)J tremble convulsively. XIII. 
ME. shod(d)er- MLG.schOderen, MDu.schu
deren (whence G. schaudern, Sw. skudra), 
frequent. (see -ER4) f. Germ. *skud- shake, 
repr. in various synon. formations, as OFris. 
schedda, OS. skuddian, (M)LG. schudden, 
OHG. scutten (G. schutten, whence fre
quent. schiittern), scutison. Hence sb. XVII 
(Sh.). 

shuffie fA"fl Evidenced in the latter half of 
XVI in a series of senses expressive of push
ing along, putting together, into, or off in a 
disorderly or evasive manner, and the like. 
-or cogn. w. LG. schuffeln, based on Germ. 
*sku!-; sec SHOVE, -LE3• 

shun fAn tabhor OE.; avoid, eschew XII. 
OE. scunian (chiefly in ii-, onscunian); a 
peculiarly Eng. vb. of unkn. origin. 

shunt fAnt tswerve, shy, shrink away XIII; 
(dial.) shove XVIII; move (a railway train) 
from one line to another XIX. lVIE. schunte, 
perh. a deriv. of SHUN. 

shut fAt pt., pp. shut tfasten (a bolt), (a 
door, etc.) with a bolt; move (a door, etc.) 
so as to close an aperture XIII. OE. scyttan 
(more freq. in the camp. forscyttan) = 
OFris. sketta, (M)LG, (M)Du. schutten 
shut up, obstruct :- WGerm. *skuttfan, f. 



SHUTE 

"'skut- "'skeut- SHOOT. The normal repr. of 
OE. scyttan is shit(te), the prevailing form 
down to XVI, except for the south-eastern 
shet(te), used by Ch. and Gower; the form 
shut was taken into standard Eng. from the 
west midlands. Hence shu•ttERl XVII· 
sho~ for. twindow-shutter (xvu), rep!: 
earlier twzndow-shut and simple shut. 

shute Jut channel for conveying water to 
a lower level XVIII ; steep channel down 
which stuff is shot xrx. Partly var. of 
SHOOT sb., partly var. sp. of CHUTE. 

shuttle JA·tl weaver's instrument for shoot
ing the thread of the weft backwards and 
forwards. XIV. repr. . OE. scytel dart, 
arrow, corr. to ON. skutzll harpoon, bolt:
Gerrri. *scutilaz, f. *skut- SHOOT; rei. forms 
in Scand. langs. have acquired the same 
sense, viz. Sw., Da. skyttel, Da. skytte 
Norw. skyt, skjet; see -LEl. ' 

shy1 Jai teasily frightened OE. ; timidly 
averse to. meeting anything XVI; unwilling 
to comm1t oneself XVII. OE. sceoh (also in 
sceohmod of timid mind) = OHG. *scioh, 
MHG. schiech (G. scheu is a new formation) 
:- Germ. "'skeux(w)az, whence also OHG. 
sciuhen (G. scheuen shun, scheuchen scare); 
rei. by gradation to MDu. schuwe, schu (Du. 
schuw), Norw. skygg, OSw., Da. sky :
*sku(g)waz timid; cf. ESCHEW. «11 The 
phonetic development of Jai from OE. 
sceoh is parallel to that of THIGH. Hence 
vb. XVII. 

shy•. Jai throw (a missile). XVIII. The 
e~rhest exx. refer to throwing at cocks with 
stlcks (cf. cockshy) and suggest that this vb. 
was derived from tshy-cock (perh. orig.) 
a cock that refused to fight or to be caught 
(sHY1); but the source remains obscure. 

shyster Jai·st;u (U.S. sl.) tricky lawyer, 
unscrupulous business man, etc. XIX. prob. 
based on G. scheisser, agent-noun of 
scheissen SHIT, with substitution of -STER. 
Cf. SHICER. 

si si (mus.) seventh note of the scale in 
solmization. XVIII. - F. si- It. si, supposed 
to be made from the initials of Sancte 
Johannes, for which see UT. 

sialagogue sai•;J!;,g<>g medicine that pro
duces saliva. XVIII. - F. sialagogue- modL. 
sialagogus, f. Gr. s{alon saliva+ agog6s lead
ing, drawing forth, f. dgein lead (see ACT). 

siamang sah!mrel) large ape with long 
black hair. XIX. Malay si(y)amang, f. 
amang black. 

Siamese sai;,mi·z pert. to, native of, Siam. 
XVII. See -ESE. 

sib sib related by blood, now (exc. dial.) 
spec. of canaries; OE. sib(b) = OFris. sibbe, 
MDu. sib(b)e, OHG. sippi, ON. pl. fern. 
sijjar, Goth. unlsibjis (sibja relationship), of 
unkn. origin. 

sibilant si•bihmt having a hissing sound. 
xvu. - L. sfbila11t-, -tins, prp. of sfbiltire 

SIDE 

hiss, whistle, f. sibilus whistling sound, of 
imit. origin; see -ANT. So sibilA·TION. 
XVII (Bacon). - late L. 

Sibyl si·bil woman possessing powers of 
divination. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. Sibile 
(mod. Sibylle) or medL. Sibilla, L. Sibylla, 
Sibulla- Gr. Sibulla, explained in the 
Doric form SiobUlla, by Jerome, as for 
Theoboule 'divinely wise'. So Si·bylliNE1

• 

XVI (North). - L. 
sic sik L. sic so, thus, used parenthetically 

to indicate authenticity. 
sicca si·b orig. newly coined rupee. XVII 

(secau, siccau). -Hind. sikka- Arab. (Pers.) 
sikkah die for coining, impression on 
money ; cf. SEQUIN. 

sick sik ill, ailing OE. ; out of condition XIV; 
weary of XVI; inclined to vomit, vomiting 
XVII. OE. seoc = OFris. siiik, OS. siok, 
OHG. sioh (Du. ziek, G. siech), ON. sjUkr, 
Goth. siuks :- CGerm. •seukaz, of unkn. 
origin. There is evidence that e of ME. sek 
had been raised to i in some areas perh. 
c. 1200; the form sik(e), which rhymes with 
lik(e), e.g. in Ch. and Gower, and is indi
cated by the sp. syke as late as XVI, was 
normally shortened. in ~ickness (OE. seocnes), 
whence the form szck m the simplex. The 
raising and shortening of e were prob. 
assisted by the forms of OE. siclian be ill 
pp. sic(c)lod, and "'sicol in bad health, pi: 
sicle, ME. sikel, early modE. sickle. Hence 
si·ckEN5 XII. si·ckLY1 XIV; pro b. after ON. 
sjukligr; whence vb. xvn (Sh.). 

sicker si•k;Jl (north. since c.rsoo) safe, 
secure, sure. OE. sicor = OFris., OS. sikor 
(MDu. seker, Du. zeker), OHG. sihhur (G. 
sicher); early WGerm. - late form *sicurus 
of L. securus SECURE. 

sickle si·kl reaping-hook with toothed edge. 
OE. sicol, sicel = MLG., MDu. sekele, 
sikele (Du. zikkel), OHG. sichila (G. sichel) 
- var. *sicila of (Campanian) L. secula (cf. 
It. segolo ), f. seciire cut (see SECTION). 

side Jaid long surface or part )( top, 
bottom, or end ; place or aspect with 
reference to a centre; lateral slope, shore, 
etc. OE. ; situation with respect to an 
opinion XIII. OE. side = OFris., OS. side, 
OHG. sita (Du. zijde, zij, G. seite), ON. 
sioa :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *sioo, prob. 
f. *sioaz adj. extending lengthways, long, 
deep, low (OE. sid, MDu. side, zide, ON. 
sior, whence adv. OE. side, MLG., MDu. 
side), and rei. further to OE. sip late, etc. (see 
SINCE). Hence side vb. xv. sidelong 
sai•dl;,!J sideways, obliquely; also adj. XVI. 
alt. of sideling (XIV) j see -LING 2, -LONG; and 
cf. MLG., MDu. sideling( e), (Du. zijdelings), 
OSw. sidholangs, ODa. sidelangs. sidesMAN 
sai·dzm;Jn churchwarden's assistant. XVII. 
alt. of tsideman (XVI-XVII), 'a man who 
stands at the side of a churchwarden'. 
si·deWAYS, t-WISE from one side, laterally, 
obliquely. XVI. sidiNQ1 sai·di!) taking 
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SIDERAL 

sides XVII; concr. piece of something at the 
side XVIII. sidle sai•dl move obliquely, 
edge along XVII ; back-formation from side
ling, sidelong, after vbs. in -LE 3

• 

sideral si·daral, sai·daral pert. to the stars. 
XVI. - L. sidertilis, f. sider-, sidus constella
tion, star. So sidereAL1 saidia·ri;,l. XVII. 
f. L. sidereus. 

siderite si·d;,rait, sai·d;,rait tloadstone XVI; 
various min. uses from XVIII. In early use 
- F. siderite or L. siderites, -itis - Gr. 
siderites, -ftis, f. sfderos iron; in later use f. 
Gr. s{deros; see -ITE. 

sidero- si·darou, saidi::>·rou comb. f. of Gr. 
s{deros iron, in names of minerals (XVIII), 
and var. techn. terms. 

siege sid3 investing of a place with an 
army. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. sege- OF. 
sege (mod. siege), f. assegier (mod. assieger) 
BESIEGE. (jJ Distinct from ME. sege, later 
siege seat, now only in techn. uses derived 
from modF. siege = Pr. setge :- Rom. 
"'sedicum. 

sienna sie·na (ferruginous earth used as) a 
reddish-brown pigment. XVIII. Earlier 
terra-sienna, for It. terra di Sienna 'earth of 
Sien(n)a', a town in Tuscany. 

sierra sie·ra mountain range in Spain, etc. 
XVII. - Sp. sierra :- L. serra saw (cf. 
SERRATED). 

siesta sie·st;, aftemoon rest taken in hot 
climates. XVII. - Sp. siesta (Pg. sesta) :- L. 
sexta (sc. hora) siXTH hour of the day; cf. 
SEXT. 

sieve siv vessel with a mesh for separating 
coarser from finer particles. OE. sife = 
MLG., MDu. seve (Du. zeef), OHG. sib, 
sip (G. sieb) :- WGerm. *sioi, which was 
applied spec. to the finer kinds as opp. to 
RIDDLE. The present sp. repr. the ME. seve 
with orig. 'i lengthened toe, but the pronunc. 
repr. orig. 'i. 

sift sift pass through a sieve. OE. siftan = 
MLG., :\1Du. siften, sichten (Du. ziften), 
whence G. sichten; f. *sio- (see prec.). 

sigh sai emit a deep breath expressing 
weariness, pain, or relief. First in ME. pt. 
si']ide, syhid, sighed, gerund sy']ing, sighing 
(xm), based on the stem of sihte, si']te (pt. 
tsight was in literary use till XVII), wk. pt. of 
tsiche :- OE. sican (orig. str.; cf. pt. on[s,ic); 
dial. side-developments are: sike (xu), sick 
(xv), evolved from znd and 3rd pres. ind. 
OE. sicst, sicp; sithe (XIV, now dial.) by a 
sporadic change of x to p, lJ; Sc. sich six 
(Barbour); s1je, sif; of unkn. origin. Hence 
sb. XIV. 

sight sait thing seen, spectacle OE. ; eye
sight, vision; show, display, (hence) lot 
XIV; device to guide the eye XVI. OE. sihp, 
more usu. gesihp, gesiht (see Y-), corr. to OS. 
gisiht, MLG. sichte, MDu. sicht (Du. zicht), 
OHG., MHG. (ge)sicht (G. gesicht; sicht 
XIX- LG.) sight, vision, face, appearance; 

SIKH 

WGerm. deriv. of *sex(w)- SEE1 ; see -T1
• 

Hence si·ghtLY1 tvisible; pleasing to the 
sight. XVI; noW more freq. in UNSIGHTLY. 

sigil sid3il seal or signet; occult sign. xvrr. 
sigla si·gl;, characters used as abbreviations. 
xvm. Late L. sigla, perh. for singula, n.pl. 
of singulus SINGLE; cf. singulaJ litter:P, so 
used. 

sigma si·gm;:, name of the Gr. letter L:, u, s: 
(i.e. s), uncial C. xvn. So si·gmom. XVII. 
-Gr. sigmoeidis. 

sign sain gesture to convey a meaning; 
mark having a meaning, token XIII ; division 
of the zodiac XIV ; device for a shop or inn 
xv. - (O)F. signe- L. signum mark, token, 
the organic reprs. of which in Rom. are 
(O)F. seing seal, Pr. senh, Sp. seiia, Pg. senha 
(from the pl.), It. segno, Rum. semn. So 
sign vb. mark with a sign XIV; affix one's 
mark or name (to) xv. - (O)F. signer- L. 
signtire, f. signum. signaP si·gn;,l sigrt or 
token (of); sign agreed upon XVI (Sh.). 
- (O)F. signal, alteration of earlier seignal, 
corr. to J;'r. senhal, Sp. seiial, It. segnale :
Rom. (medL.) signiile, sb. use of n. of late L. 
signtilis, f. signum SIGN; see -AL1 • (As used 
by Ch. and Gower, an independent early 
adoption: cf. Gower's use of AN. signal.) 
Hence si·gnal vb. XIX. si·gnahzE. XVII. 
signal' si•gnal striking, remarkable. XVII. 
- F. signahf, earlier i'segnate- It. segnalato, 
pp. of segnalare make illustrious, f. segnale 
(see aboYe). For the loss of final syll. cf. 
ASSIGN 2 , COSTIVE, DEFILE2 • si·gnatORY2 

tused in sealing XVII; (forming) one of 
those whose signatures are attached XIX. 
L. signtitorius. signatuRE si·gn::>tf".r (Sc.) 
writing presented to the Baron of Ex
chequer as the ground of a royal grant; 
person's name as authentication of a docu
ment XVI ; character. In the first sense rep!. 
Sc. t signa tor - F. signature (- It. segnatura) 
or medL. signtitura, f. pp. stem of L. 
signtire. signET si·gnit small seal. XIV 
(Ch., Gower). - (O)F. signet (whence also 
(l\II)LG., (M)Du. signet) or- medL. sig
netum, dim. of signe, signum SIGN. signi
ficANCE signi·fik:ms meaning xv; im
portance XVIII. - OF. sign~ficance or L. 
significantia, f. prp. of significtire, f. signum 
SIGN; see -ANCE. So signi·fiCANT. XVI. 
- L. significant-, -tins. si·gnifiCA'TION. 
xm (Cursor M.). - (O)F.- L. si·gnrFY. 
XIII. - (O)F. signifier- L. significtire. signi
ficavit si:gnifikei·vit (eccl. law) form of 
writ. XIV (Ch.). 3rd s. pt. ind. of L. signi
fictire. Cf. assign, consign, design, insignia, 
res(r;n, etc. 

signor, signior si•nj5.I sir, Mr.; man of 
distinction or authority. XVI. - It. signor, 
clipped form of signore ( = SEIGNEUR, 
SENOR, SENHOR) :- L. seniorem, senior 
SE:>~IOR, SIRE. So signora sinj5·r~ title of 
respect corr. to madam, JI;Jrs. XVII. 

Sikh sik, sik member of a military com
munity of the Punjab, established orig. as 
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SILAGE 

a religious sect. XVIII. -Hindi sikh :- Skr. 
sishya disciple. 

silage sailid3 ensilage. xrx. Alt. f. EN
SILAGE, after SILO. 

silence sai•hms abstinence from speech XIII 
(AncrR.); absence of sound XIV (Wycl. 
Bible, Trevisa). - (O)F. silence, corr. to Pr. 
silenci, Sp. silencio, It. silenzio - L. silentium, 
f. silent-, silens, prp. of silere be silent; see 
-ENCE. Similarity of form and meaning are 
seen in Gr. sig~ silence, siopan, Goth. 
anajsilan, G. schweigen. So si·lENT. XVI. 
- L. prp. 

silene saili·ni genus of caryophyllaceous 
plants typifying the tribe Silenea:; plant 
belonging to this; catchfly. XVII. modL. 
- L. Silenus- Gr. Seilen6s species of satyr. 

Silesia saili·zja, -J;) name of a province in 
eastern Germany. xvn. Latinized f. G. 
Schlesien. 

silhouette silue·t portrait or picture in 
solid black. XIX. From F. phr. a la 
silhouette, f. name of Etienne de Silhouette 
(1709-67), controller-general in 1759; but 
divergent reasons are given for the applica
tion. 

silica si·lika (chem.) dioxide of silicon. 
c. 18oo. f. L. silic-, silex flint, after alumina, 
etc. Hence si·licATE2• So silicEous sili·J1as 
pert. to flint or silica. XVII. f. L. siliceus. 
sili·cruM. XIX (H. Davy, 1808); rep!. by 
silicon si-lik:m. XIX (T. Thomson, 1817). 

siliqua si-likwa (bot.) pod of seeds of the 
mustard family. XVIII. So si·liquosEl, 
si·liquous. XVII. 

silk silk (fabric made from) the soft 
lustrous fibre woven by certain moths that 
feed on mulberry leaves. OE. sioloc, 
seol(e)c, for *siluc, corr. to ON. silki pp., 
and 081. !elkil (Russ. shelk), Lith. Iilkai, 
OPruss. (genitive) silkas- L. *sericum, for 
sericum, n. of sericus, f. seres- Gr. Seres 
(see SERGE), oriental people from whom silk 
was first obtained ·and passed through 
Slavonic countries into the Baltic trade. 
Hence si·lkEN 3 • OE. soel(o)cen. si·lkWORM. 
OE. seolcwyrm. si·lkY1• XVII. 

sill sil beam forming the foundation of a 
wall OE. ; lower horizontal part of a window 
opening XV; threshold XVI. OE., syll, sylle 
= MLG. sulle, sul, MDu. sulle, rei. to 
MLG., MDu. sille, ON. svill, syll, and 
MHG. swelle, OHG. swelli, swella (G. 
schwelle threshold), Goth. gajsuljan found, 
establish, sulja sole, and perh. to L. solea 
SOLE1• 

sillabub, syllabub si·labAb dish of 
milk curdled with wine, etc. xvr. The 
earliest exx. show sol-, sul-, sel-, sil-; to
gether with synon. (dial.) sillibouk ; of unkn. 
origin. 

silly si-li (dial.) deserving of pity XV ; 
tweakly; tsimple, ignorant; feeble-minded, 
foolish XVI. Later form of seely (orig.) 

SIMONY 

happy, blessed :- OE. •srelig (as in unsrelig 
unhappy, sreliglice, adv.) and gesrelig, corr. 
to OFris. selich, OS., OHG. salig (Du. zalig, 
G. selig) :- WGerm. •sreliga, f. *stili luck, 
happiness (OE. srel), sb. f. CGerm. base 
repr. also by ON. s<i!ll happy, Goth. sels 
good, and abstr. sb. OE. srel]J, etc., ON. 
s<kld :- *sreli]Jo. 

silo sai•lou pit or underground chamber for 
storing grain, etc. xrx. - Sp. silo (whence 
also F. silo) :- L. siru-s- Gr. siros pit to 
keep corn in. Cf. ENSILAGE. 

silphium si-Jfi;)m Mediterranean plant 
yielding a gum resin. xvm. - L.- Gr. 
silphion. 

silt silt fine sand, etc., deposited as sedi
ment. XV (Promp. Parv.). The earliest exx. 
are from E. Anglia; of uncertain origin, but 
prob. denoting orig. a salty deposit, and so 
perh.- a Scand. word repr. by Norw., Da. 
sylt, Norw. and Sw. dial. sylta salt marsh, 
sea beach, corr. to OLG. sulta (LG. sulte, 
sillte; Du. zult), OHG sulza (G. siilze) salt 
marsh, salt pan, brine, f. Germ. *sult- *salt
SALT (cf. OE. un(ge)sylt unsalted, Du. zilt 
salty). 

Silurian1 sailju;)·ri;)n pert. to the ancient 
British tribe of Silures XVIII; (geol.) pert. to 
a series of paheozoic rocks immediately 
below the Devonian xrx; see -IAN. 

Silurian• sailju;)·rian pert. to the family 
Siluridre of fishes. XIX. f. L. silurus 
- Gr. silouros; see -IAN. Also Silu·rom. 

silvan see SYLVAN. 
silver si·lva.r precious metal ranking next to 

gold. OE. siolfor, seolfor = OFris. sel(o)ver, 
OS. silutJar, silotJar, OHG. sil(a)bar, silbir 
(Du. zilver, G. silber), ON. siljr, Goth. 
silubr, CGerm. •siluor-, rei. indeterminately 
to various Balto-Sl. forms, perh. all ult. of 
Oriental origin. 

simian si·mi~n ape-like. XVII. f. L. simia, 
perh. f. simus- Gr. sim6s snub-nosed, flat
nosed; see -IAN. 

similar si·mil~.r thomogeneous (Bacon); 
like, alike .(Cotgr.) XVII. Earlier similary 
XVI (common in XVII). -F. similaire (cf. 
Sp., Pg. similar) or medL. similiiris, f. L. 
similis, based on IE. *sem- *som- (cf. HOMO-, 
SAME, SIMULTANEOUS); see -AR, -ARY. Hence 
or- F. simila·riTY. XVII. So similiTUDE 
simi-litjud. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

simmer si·m~.r be at a point short of boil
ing point. XVII (H. More). Later form of 
(dial.) tsimper (xv), perh. of imit. origin; 
see -ER4

• 

simnel si·mnal bread made of fine flour. 
XIII (Havelok). - OF. simenel (mod. dial. 
simnel), derived ult. from L. simila (whence 
OHG. semala, G. semmel), similago, or Gr. 
semidalis fine flour ( cf. SEMOLINA). 

simony sai·mani, si·mani traffic in sacred 
things. XIII (AncrR.). - (O)F. simonie
late L. simonia, f. name of Simon Magus in 
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SIMOOM 

allusion to his offer of money to the 
Apostles Peter and John for the gift of 
conferring the Holy Ghost (Acts viii 18, 19); 
see -Y3• So simoniac si-, saimou·nirek 
XIV (sb.; adj. xvn). - (O)F. simoniaque or 
medL. simoniacus; simoniacAL1 si-, sai
monai·abl. XVI. Several other formations 
were current XIV-XVI. 

simoom stmu·m hot suffocating sand
wind. XVIII. - Arab. samum, f. samm vb. 
poison. Cf. F. simoun, G. samum. 

simper si·mpa.r smile in a self-conscious 
or affected way. XVI. Similar forms with 
rei. meanings in Scand. langs., MDu., and 
G. may be the immed. source or point to a 
CGerm. imit. origin with the suffix -ER4 ; 

a close resemblance is seen in whimper. 
simple si·mpl A. free from duplicity; free 
from pride XIII; B. of humble condition; 
ordinary, homely XIII; deficient in know
ledge XIV; silly XVII ; C. with nothing added 
XIV; not complex xv. sb. pl. persons of 
humble status ; unlettered people XIV; sg. 
(gram.) simplex; (arch.) uncompounded sub
stance, herb for use as such XVI. - (O)F. 
simple = Pr., Sp., Pg. simple- L. simplus 
(whence It. scempio), corr. to Gr. hap/6os, 
f. •sm- •sem- (cf. semper always, SEMPI
TERNAL) "'som- ( cf. HOMO-, SAME)+ "'pl-, as 
in duplus DOUBLE, trip/us TRIPLE, etc. ( cf. 
-FOLD). Hence si·mpLY2 • XIII (RG!ouc.); 
with contr. as in gently, nobly, singly. So 
simplex si·mp!eks consisting of a single 
part XVI; sb. (gram.) uncompounded word 
XIX. L., with second el. as in duplex, 
multiplex, -plic- (see PLY1). simpliciTY 
-i·siti. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. or L., f. simplic-, 
simplex. si·mpliFY. XVII. - F. - medL. 
si:mplificA·TroN. XVII; so F. 

simpleton si·mpltan silly person. XVII. 
f. SIMPLE+-ToN, as in many surnames 
derived from place-names; cf. idleton idle 
fellow (xvm), tsillyton (XVIII), and the 
use of -by (ON. byr; cf. BY-LAW), as in 
idle(s )by, lezvdsby, rudesby, sneaksby, sure(s )by, 
wigsby. 

si.mulacre si·mjuleika.r (arch.) image. XIV. 
- L. simula·crum (xv1), which is now esp. 
used for 'mere image'; f. simulare (see next). 

simulate si·mjuleit assume falsely the 
appearance of. XVII. - pp. stem of L. 
simulare, f. simi/is SIMILAR; see -ATE 3• So 
simuLA·TION. XIV. - OF. or L. Cf. DIS
SEMBLE. 

simultaneous simaltei·nias existing or 
operating at the same time. XVII. f. L. 
simul at the same time, prob. after instan
taneous or momentaneous; see SAME, -Eous. 
q Rare medL. simultiineus means 'simu
lated' ; F. simultane is recorded only from 
XVIII. 

simurgh si•m:i.rg monstrous bird of Persian 
legend. XVIII. - Pers. simurgh, f. Pahlavi 
sin (Av. saena, Skr. cyena) eagle + murgh 
bird. 

SING 

sin sin transgression of the divine law. OE. 
syn(n) wrongdoing, offence, (also) enmity 
(:- •sunjo), rei. to other Continental forms 
with dental, as OFris. sende, OS. sundea, 
OHG. sunt(e)a, sund(e)a (G. siinde), ON. 
synd; taken to be cogn. with L. sont-, sons 
guilty (see also soOTH). So sin vb. OE. 
syngian (:- •sunnigojan), ME. siingen, singen, 
sunigen, -iJen, was rep!. by sinne, based 
on the sb. Cf. ON. syndgast refl. vb. 

sinapism si•napizm mustard plaster. XVII. 
-F. sinapisme or late L. siniipismus- Gr. 
simipism6s use of a mustard plaster (sind
pisma), f. slniipi mustard, of Egyptian 
origin; see -ISM. 

since sins adv. tthereupon; from then till 
now; ago, before now xv; prep. from (a 
certain time) till now XVI; conj. from the 
time that; seeing that xv. Late ME. synnes, 
syns; either (i) reduced form of tsithenes 
(XIV), f. tsithen, OE. siftfton, siftftan, sift ]Jiim 
after that (cf. G. seitdem since), i.e. sift after 
= OS. sio, OHG. sfd (G. seit), ON. sior 
less, Goth. -seifts (in ni ftanaseifts no longer), 
prep. compar. adv. meaning 'later', the base 
of which is rei. to synon. L. setius; or (ii) 
directly f. (dial.) sin (XIV), syncopated form 
of tsithen + -s. For the sp. cf. hence, 
once, etc. 

sincere sinsia·.r not falsified, adulterated, 
or feigned. XVI. - L. sincerus (whence F. 
sincere, Sp., It. sincero). So since·riTY 
sinse·riti. XVI. - L. 

sinciput si·nsipAt (anat.) front part of the 
skull. xvr. - L. sinciput, for * senciput, f. 
semi- half, SEMI-·+·caput HEAD. 

sine1 sain (math.) one of the three trigona
metrical functions (cf. secant, tangent). XVI. 
- med. use of L. sinus bend, bay, fold of 
toga, bosom (see SINGS), used to translate 
Arab. jaib bosom (cf. JIBBAH) in this sense. 

sine2 sai·ni without. L. (see SUNDER). L. phr. 
sine die sai·ni dai-i without a day (sc. 
being specified) XVII; sine qua non sai·ni 
kwei non 'without which (thing cam·ii) not', 
indispensable (thing) XVII; cf. Gr. Jiv otH< 
av<v 'which things not without'. 

sinecure sai·nikjua.r, si·n- benefice without 
cure of souls; position with emolument but 
without duties XVII. - L. (beneficium) sine 
curii; see SINE2, CL'RE. 

sinew si·nju tendon OE.; mainstay, chief 
support (sinews of war money, after L. 
nervi belli pecunia, Cicero 'Philippics' vii 5) 
XVI. OE. sin(e)we, siomve, seonew-, obi. 
forms of sinu, seonu = OFris. sini, sin(e), 
(M)LG., MDu., MHG. sene (Du. zeen, 
G. sehne), ON. sin :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
•senazvo (the zv of the stem appears also in 
OS. sinezva (MDu. zenuwe, Du. zenuzv), 
OHG. senawa. 

sing siiJ pt. sang s::eiJ (formerly also sung 
XVI-ear!y XIX), pp. sung SAIJ, utter with 
musical inflexions of the voice. OE. 
singan, pt. sang, sungon, pp. sungen = OFris. 
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SINGE 

si~;~nga, sionga, OS., OHG. singan (Du. 
zmgen, G. singen), ON. syngva, Goth. 
siggwan :- CGerm. *seygwan, rel. to Gr. 
omphii voice :- *soygwii. camp. si·ng-song 
jingling verse XVII ; informal concert XVIII; 
formed on the model of DING-DONG (xvi). 

singe sinct3 burn lightly. OE. sencgan 
(samcgan), usu. besencgan = OFris. senga, 
sendza, OS. bisengian (Du. zengen), 
(M)HG. sengen :- WGerm. *saygjan, f. 
*sayg- *seyg- *suyg-, repr. also by Du. 
sengel spark, MHG. senge dryness, sinc(-g-) 
singeing, sungen, Ice!. sangr singed, Norw. 
sengla, sengra smell of burning, OS!. 
preJsqliti dry, sqlilo oven. 

Singhalese see SINHALESE. 
single si•IJgl unaccompanied; unmarried; 

individual; not double XIV; separate xv; one 
(one or an) only XVI. ME. sengle-OF. sengle, 
single :- L. singulu-s f. sim- as in SIMPLE+ 
dim. suffix •-go-+*-lo-, corr. in formation 
to Goth. ainakls solitary, f. •aina- ONE + 
•-ka-+*-la-. Hence single vb. separate, 
pick out. XVI. singlet si•I]glit unlined 
undergarment for the trunk. XVIII; f. -ET, 
after doublet. 

singleton si•IJglt:m a single card of a suit 
in the hand. XIX j with -ton, as in SIMPLETON, 
with allusion to the surname Singleton. 
si·ngLY2 adv., with contr. as in simply. 

singlo si·IJglou green China tea, orig. 
obtained from the Sunglo hills in the pro
vince of Gan-hwuy. XVII. 

singular si·IJgjiil::u talone, solitary; one 
only; (gram.); tseparate, single, personal; 
tspecial, particular; not customary, pecu
liar XVII. ME. singuler- OF. singuler (mod. 
singulier)- L. singularis, f. singuli SINGLE; 
see -ER2• The form in -er was not finally 
displaced by the latinized -ar till XVII. So 
singula·riTY. xrv. - (O)F. -late L. 

Sinhalese, Sing(h)alese sinhali·z, siiJg:Jli·z 
pert. to Ceylon XVIII. f. Skr. Siizhalam 
Ceylon+ -ESE. Also CINGALESE. 

sinister si·nist:J.I A. marked by till-will, 
tsuspicion, dishonesty xv; unlucky, un
favourable XVI; B. situated on, or directed 
to, the left side (spec. her.) xv. - (O)F. 
sinistre or L. sinister left, f. compar. type in 
-is- on an unidentified base+ •-tro-, as in 
magister MASTER; str. sini·ster till XVIII. 

sink siiJk pt. sank sreiJk, pp. sunk SAIJk, 
sunken SA"IJkn be submerged; drop to a 
lower level OE. ; trans. (rep!. ME. senchen, 
OE. sencan) XIII. OE. sincan, pt. sane, sun
con, pp. suncen = OFris. sinka, OS., OHG. 
sinkan, MLG., MDu. sinken (Du. zinken, 
G. sinken), ON. SQkkva, Goth. sigqan; 
CGerm. str. vb., of unkn. origin. The pp. 
sunk, as dist. from sunken, now tends to be 
used of states implying deliberate human 
agency. Hence sink sb. tpit for the receipt 
of water, conduit xv; basin, etc. of stone, 
etc. having an escape pipe for water XVI 
(also fig.). 

SIREN 

Sinn Fein Jin fein Irish movement formed in 
1905 by Arthur Griffith. Ir., 'we ourselves'. 

sinnet si·nit, sennit se·nit (naut.) cordage 
made by pleating several strands of yam, 
etc. XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

Sino- sai·nou comb. form of Gr. Sinai, 
L. Sinm the Chinese, in Sinologue -lag 
one versed in Chinese civilization, etc. 
(xrx) modelled on F. or G. camps. 

sinter si·nt::u incrustation formed by pre
cipitation from mineral waters. XVIII. 
-G. sinter CINDER. 

sinuous si·nju:Js marked by turns or bends. 
XVI. - L. sinu6sus or F. sinueux; see next 
and -ous. 

sinus sai·nas (path.) abscess, etc. XVI· 
(bot., anat.) cavity, depression XVII. - L: 
sinus semicircular fold, bosom, bay. 

-sian f:Jn, 3an repr. F. -sion, L. -sio(n-), f. 
s of pps. and supines + -io(n-) -ION, as in 
adhesion, ascension, delusion, fusion, lesion, 
pension, suspension, tension, version. 

sip sip imbibe liquid in small quantities 
XIV (Ch.); trans. XVII. prob. symbolic 
modification of SUP1, to express less vigorous 
action; but cf. LG. sippen, which, if early 
enough, might be the immed. source. 
Hence sb. XVII. 

siphon, syphon saH:m bent tube for 
drawing off liquid by atmospheric pressure. 
XVII. -F. siphon or L. sipho(n-)- Gr. 
siphon pipe, tube. So siphu·nculus small 
canal or tube. XVIII (anglicized si·phuncle 
XIX). L. (Pliny), dim. of siph6; see -UNCLE. 

sippet si·pit small piece of bread to be 
dipped in liquid. xvr. Intended as a dim. 
of SOP; see -ET and cf. rare tsupet (XIV) and 
tsoppet (xvii). 

si quis sai kwis (leg.) notice requesting 
information. XVI. L. si if, quis anyone (sc. 
invenerit shall have found, etc.). 

sir sa;~, sa title prefixed to the name of a 
knight or male superior, or used vocatively 
XIII, later as a gen. term of respect XIV. 
ME. sir, ser, sur, Sc. scher, denoting un
stressed vars. of SIRE. 

sirdar sa·;~dii.I military chief, as in India 
and Egypt. XVII (Sandys). -Urdu, f. Pers. 
sar head+dar possessor. 

sire saiaJ: tas a prefixed title or a vocative; 
tmaster, sovereign; (arch.) father XIII; 
male parent of a quadruped XVI. - (O)F. 
sire :- •sieire :- Rom. •seior, for L. senior 
SENIOR. Cf. MONSIEUR, SEIGNEUR. 

siren saia·ran (classical myth.) fabulous 
female monster having an enchanting voice 
XIV; dangerously attractive person XVI (Sh.); 
instrument for producing musical tones, 
invented by Cagniard de Ia Tour, I819 
(hence, one for making signals). In some 
early texts (i) sereyn, -ayn (Ch.), (ii) siren1 
(Trevisa, Gower)- OF. (i) sereine, -aine, 
(ii) sirene, carr. to Sp., It. sirena, Pg. 
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SIRIUS 

sere(i)a -late L. Sirena, fern. form (cf. -A1) 

of L. Siren (to which the Eng. word was 
finally assim.) - Gr. Seirtn, pl. Seirenes 
('Odyssey' XII 39 ff.). 

Sirius si·rias chief star of the constellation 
Canis Major, dog-star. XIV (Ch.)- L. 
Sirius- Gr. Seirios. 

sirkar s::i·~kiir tcourt, palace of native 
prince XVII; native agent, etc.; province, 
state XVIII. -Urdu- Pers. sarkiir, f. sar head 
+kar agent, doer. 

sirloin s::i·~loin upper part of a loin of beef. 
XVI (surloyn, serlyn). -OF. *surloigne, var. 
of med. and modF. surlonge, f. sur over, 
above (see SUR-)+longe LOIN. q For the 
sp. with sir- (from XVII) cf. tsirname SUR
NAME, tsirples SURPLICE, but its final pre
valence may have been due to the fiction that 
the joint was knighted by an English king. 

sirocco sira·kou oppressively hot and 
blighting wind blowing from the north 
coast of Africa. XVII. -F. sirocco, earlier 
tsiroc(h)- It. scirocco, corr. to Pr. siroc, 
Sp. siroco, jaloque, Pg. xaroco, siroco -
Arab. fariiq, var. of farq east (wind), f. 
faraqa'(the sun) rose. 

sirrah si·ra condescending or contemp
tuous term of address to men and boys. 
xvr. Early forms syrra, sirah, also serray, 
sirry, surry, later (XIX) siree siri·, prob. 
repr. late ME. sire SIRE with the last syll. 
finally assim. to AH. 

sir-reverence see SAVE 2• 

sirvente sirvat (pros.) form of poem used 
by the troubadours. XIX (Scott). - F. sir
vente- Pr. sirventes, the finals of which was 
misapprehended as the pl. ending; of unkn. 
origin. 

sisal si·sal (fibre of) species of Agava, etc. 
XIX. f. name of a port in Yucatan, Mexico. 

siskin si·skin aberdevine. XVI. - MDu. 
siseken, early Flem. sijsken (Du. sifsfe), dim. 
based on l\1LG. sisek, czitze, MHG. zisec, 
zise(G. zeisig), of Sl. origin (cf. Czech liZ, 
dim. lizek, Russ. chizh, dim. chizhik); see 
-KIN. 

sister si·sta~ daughter of the same parent(s) 
as another person. First in E. Anglian and 
north. texts (xm)- ON. systir, superseding 
native forms (suster, soster) repr. cogn. OE. 
sweoster, swuster, swyster, suster = OFris. 
swester, suster, sister, OS. swestar, MLG., 
MDu. suster (Du. zuster), OHG. swester 
(G. schwester), Goth. swistar :- CGerm. 
*swestr :- CIE. *swesr-, *swest5r, repr. in 
L. soror (:- *swesor) sister, Gr. eor daughter, 
niece, Oir. siur, W. chwaer, Balto-Sl., Skr., 
Av., and Arm. Hence si·sterHoon. XIV 
(Gower); si·sterLY1 • XVI (Levins). 

Sistine si·stin pert. to a pope Sixtus XIX. 
- It. Sistino, f. Sisto Sixtus; see -INE'. 

sistrum si·str;Jm jingling instrument or 
rattle used by ancient Egyptians. XIV 

SKALD 

(Trev.). - L.- Gr. seistron, f. se{ein shake 
( cf. SEISMIC). 

Sisyphean sisifi·an useless and ineffective 
like the toil of the legendary Sisyphus in 
Hades. XVII. - L. Sisypheius- Gr. Sisu
pheios, f. Stsuphos; see -EAN. 

sit sit pt., pp. sat sret be seated, seat one
self, the situated OE.; tfit, suit xm. OE. 
sittan, pt. smt, siEton, pp. seten = OFris. 
sitta, OS. sittian, OHG. sizzan (Du. zitten, 
G. sitzen), ON. sitfa :- CGerm. (exc. Goth., 
which has sitan) •sitfan, *setjan, f. •set
:- IE. •sed- •sod- ""sd-, repr. also by forms 
s.vv. SEDATIVE, SET, SOOT, NEST. 

site sait tplace occupied XIV (Ch.); ground 
on which a building, etc. is set up xv; 
situation of a place or building XVI. - AN~ 
site (XIV) or L. situs local position, perh. f. 
sit-, pp. stem of sinere leave, allow to 
remain (cf. SITUATE). Hence vb. XVI. 

sith sip (arch., dial.) since. OE. sippa, 
ME. sippe, sip(e), clipped form of sippan 
(see SINCE). 

sitringee sitri·nd3i carpet of coloured 
cotton. XVIII. -Urdu shatrangi, f. Pers. 
shatranf chess, with ref. to the orig. 
chequered pattern. 

situate srtjueit situated. xvr. - late L. 
situiitus, f. L. situs SITE. Hence si·tuate vb., 
si·tuated XVI; see -ATE 2 and 3• So situA·
TION. XV. - (O)F. or medL. Cf. medL. 
situiire. 

six siks 6, vi. OE. siex, syx, seox, sex = 
OFris. sex, OS., OHG. sehs (Du. zes, G. 
sechs), ON. sex, Goth. saihs :- CGerm. 
*seks, varying in IE. with *sweks, and repr. 
by L. sex, Gr. hex, dial. Fex, Oir. se, W. 
chwech, etc. So sixTH 2 siksp new forma
tion rep!. sixt(e), OE. siexta = OFris. sexta, 
OS., OHG. sensto, ON. setti, Goth. saihsta; 
cf. L. Sextus, Gr. hektos. Cf. SEXT, SEXTANT. 
sixTEEN. OE. siextiene, etc. si·XTY1, si·x
tiETHl, OE. siextig, siextigoj>a. sixteenTH", 
rep!. OE. syxteopa, etc. 

size1 saiz A. (dial.) assize( s) ; tordinance for 
payment of tax, etc. XIII ; tfixed standard of 
food, etc. XIV; B. magnitude XIV. -OF. 
sise, size, aphetic of assise ASSIZE, or aphetic 
var. of Eng. word. So size vb.1 XIV; hence 
siz(e)ABLE sai·zabl fairly large. XVII. Hence 
sizar sai·z;u at the Univ. of Cambridge, 
an undergraduate receiving a fixed allow
ance of food, etc. XVI. 

size• saiz glutinous substance used to pro
duce a ground for gilding, etc., or to mix 
with colours. xv. perh. identical with SIZE!, 
but the history is obscure. Hence vb. • XVII. 

sizzle si·zl bum with a hissing sound. XVII. 
imit. j cf. FIZZLE and -LE3• 

sjambok fre·mbok whip made ofhide. XIX. 
- Afrikaans sam-, tjam-, sjambok - Malay 
samboq, chamboq- Urdu chiibuk CHABOUK. 

skald sk5ld poet of ancient Scandinavia. 
XVIII (Percy). -ON. skald, of unkn. origin. 
Hence ska·ldic. xvm (Warton). 
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SKAT 

skat skat three-handed card game. XIX. 
-G. skat- It. scarto ( = F. ecart) cards laid 
aside, f. scartare (see ECART:ti). 

skate1 skeit fish of the genus Raia. XIV. 
-ON. skata. 

skate• skeit device fixed on the sole of a 
boot for gliding over ice. XVII. orig. in pl. 
scates, occas. scatses- Du. schaats (pl. 
schaatsen), in MDu. schaetse- ONF. (with 
unexpl. development of sense) escace, OF. 
eschasse (mod. echasse) stilt. The final s of 
the Du. word was from the first apprehended 
as a. pl. ending. Hence vb. XVII. 

skedaddle skidre•dl retreat hastily; (gen.) 
run away, clear out. XIX. First in U.S. mil. 
sl., unless the earlier Eng. dial. use is taken 
into account. 

skein skein length of thread or yarn put up 
in a loose knot. xv (Promp. Parv.). Aphetic 
-OF. escaigne (mod. ecagne) = Pr. escanha 
(c;:f. medL. scagna), of unkn. origin. «:!! Gael. 
sgeinnidh, Ir. sgainn are from Eng. 

skeleton ske·lit~n bony frame of an animal. 
XVI (sc-). - modL. sceleton, skeleton- Gr. 
skelet6n, sb. use (sc. sOma body) of n. of 
skelet6s dried up, f. skellein dry up, rei. to 
skler6s dry (SCLERO-). Cf. F. squelette, Sp. 
esqueleto, It. scheletro. 

skellum ske·l~m rascal. XVII (now only 
S. African in form skelm). - Du. schelm 
sxe·l~m -G. schelm (OHG. skelmo, skalmo 
rascal, devil, pestilence, carcass). 

skene skin knife or dagger of the Irish 
kerns and Scottish highlanders. XVI. - lr. 
and Sc. Gael. sgian (genitive sceine, seine); 
cf. W. ysgien. 

skep skep specific quantity of grain, etc. XI ; 
basket, hamper XIII (Cursor M.); beehive 
xv. Late OE. sceppe (in AL. sceppa, 
eskeppa XII)- ON. skeppa basket, bushel, rei. 
to synon. OS. scepil, MLG., (M)Du. schepel, 
OHG. sceffil (G. scheffel); the base of which 
is repr. also by OS. skap, MLG. scap, OHG. 
scaf (G. schaff tub, vat). 

skerry ske-ri rugged insulated sea rock. 
xvu. Orkney dial., f. ON. sker (whence 
Gael. sgeir) SCAR1• 

sketch sketf rough drawing; brief account 
or description. XVII (some exx. still show 
foreign forms, schytz, schetse). - Du. 
schets or G. skizze- It. schizzo (whence also 
F. esquisse, tesquiche, Sp. esquicio), f. 
schizzare make a sketch :- Rom. '*schediare, 
f. L. schedius (cf. L. schedium extempore 
poem, late L. schedia raft) - Gr. skhedios 
done extempore, f. '*skh-, aorist stem of 
ekhein (cf. SCHEME), Hence vb. XVII 
(Dryden). 

skew skju tescape xrv; move sideways or 
obliquely xv; look sideways XVI. Aphetic 
- O~F. eskiu(w)er, eskuer, var. of OF. eschuer 
ESCHEW. So skew adj. oblique, slanting. 
XVII. f. the vb. or ASKEW. Also skeW•WHI·FF. 
adj. and adv. XVIII. 

SKIMP 

skewbald skju·b5ld irregularly marked 
with white and brown or red. XVII. f. 
synon. tskued (xv), of uncertain origin, 
perh. f. OF. escu (mod. ecu) shield :- L. 
scutum ( cf. L. scutuliitus as the colour of 
a horse, f. dim. of scutum) ; modelled on 
PIEBALD. 

skewer skju·~.I long wooden or metal pin. 
XVII (Evelyn). var. of dial. shiver (xvii), of 
unkn. origin, but perh. the more original 
form; cf. ME. kever, kiver, cure, as vars. of 
cover. 

ski Ji, ski snow-shoe. XIX. - Norw. ski fi 
(skji, sjii, skid) - ON. ski a billet of cleft 
wood, snow-shoe = OE. scid SHIDE. Cf. F. 
ski, G. schi. 

skiagram skai·~grrem radiograph. XIX. 
f. Gr. skid shadow + -GRAM. So skia·
GRAPHY XIX j cf. SCIAGRAPHY. 

skid skid supporting timber XVII ; wooden 
fender; wheel-locking device XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin, but in form and sense resem
bling ON. skiiJ (see SHIDE, SKI). Hence 
skid vb. lock (a wheel) with a skid XVII; 
(of a wheel) be dragged along by having a 
skid applied; slip sideways XIX. 

skiff ski£ small sea-going ship XVI ; sculling
or racing-boat xvm. -F. esquif (cf. Sp., 
Pg. esquije)- It. schifo- Lombardic '*skij, 
OHG. schif SHIP. 

skill ski! treason ; twhat is reasonable XII ; 
tcause, reason; practical knowledge with 
ability XIII. -ON. skil distinction, dis
cernment, knowledge, adjustment, pleading, 
rei. to skila give reason for, expound, decide, 
skilja divide, distinguish, decide, etc., and 
MLG. schele, (M)Du. geschil, verschil dif
ference, MLG ., MDu. schillen, schelen differ, 
make a difference. Hence skil11m• skild 
XVI. 

skillet ski·lit saucepan, stew-pan. xv; 
(skelet; in AL. schiletta XIV). perh. aphetic 
-OF. escuelete small platter, dim. of 
escuele (mod. ecuelle) :- popL. scutella, alt. 
of L. scutella SCUTTLE1 ; see -ET. 

· skilly ski·li thin gruel, soup, etc. xrx. 
Shortening of skilligalee (xrx, Vaux), of 
unkn. origin. 

skim skim clear (a liquid) of surface 
matter xv; move or act lightly over XVI. 
Back-formation f. skimmer vessel for skim
ming liquids (xrv), tskemour, tskymour (later 
with assim. of ending to -ER1) -OF. 
escumeure (mod. ecwnoire), f. escumer, £. 
escume scuM. 

skimble-skamble ski·mblsk10e:mbl con
fused, nonsensical. XVI (Sh.). 

skimmington ski·mil)t~n tshrewish 
woman; ludicrous procession ridiculing 
an erring spouse. XVII. poss.- SKIM+ -ton, 
after simpleton. 

skimp skimp scanty. xvn. vb. scrimp xrx. 
poss. rei, to SCRIMP. 



SKIN 

skin skin hide of an animal stripped off XI; 
derma, epidermis ; outer coat or covering 
XIV. Late OE. scin(n) (also berascin bear
skin)- ON. skinn :- *skinp-, rei. to MLG. 
schinden (Du. schinden) flay, peel, OHG. 
scindan (G. schinden); phr. The skin of one's 
teeth (xvi ; Job xix zo, Geneva Bible and 
A.V.), a literalism from Heb. Hence vb. 
cover with strip of skin. xv. skin·rulR1 one 
who deals with skins. XIV (Trevisa). Cf. ON. 
skinnari and medL. peltarius. 

skink skil)k small lizard. XVI. -F. tscinc 
(now scinque) or L. scincus- Gr. skigkos; 
cf. SCINCOID. 

skip1 skip leap lightly off the ground XIII 
(Cursor 1\ti.); pass from one thing to an
other omitting what intervenes XIV. prob. 
of Scand. origin, but the synon. MSw. 
skuppa, skoppa does not formally agree. 

skip2 skip footman, manservant; spec. 
college servant at Trinity College, Dublin. 
XVII. Short for tskip-kennel (xvii) lit. 
gutter-jumper; cf. QUACK2, WAG 2• 

skip" skip Shortening of SKIPPER (captain 
of a team). XIX. 

skipper ski·p<~~ master of a small ship. 
XIV (Herman, skypper de Dansk, i.e. Dant
zig). - MLG., MDu. schipper (whence also 
OF. eskipre, etc.), f. schip SHIP; see -ER1• 

skippet ski·pit (hist.) cylindrical wooden 
box to contain a seal. XIV (Trevisa). Of 
unkn. origin. Also (dial.) skibbet. XIV 
(Trevisa}. 

skirl ska~l cry out shrilly XIV; (of the 
bagpipes) XVII. prob. of Scand. ori;::in; 
early forms scrille, skrille, corr. to Norw. 
dial. skrylla; ult. imit. 

skirmish ska·~miJ irregular engagement 
between small bodies of fighters. XIV. Late 
ME. (i) skannuch, aphetic- OF. escar(a)
muche- It. scaramuccia (whence also Sp. 
escaramuza, Pg. escarramut:a), of unkn. 
origin; superseded by (ii) skannich, skyr
mish, which were based on OF. eskermiss-, 
eskirmiss- (whence skirmish vb. XIV) leng
thened stem of eskermir, eskinnir (whence 
ME. skirme XIII), also escremir, escrimir 
(modF. escrimer fence) = Pr. escremir, It. 
schermire - Frankish *skirmjan, = OHG. 
skirmen (G. schirmen) defend. See -ISH 2 

and cf. SCRIMMAGE. 

skirr ska~ (poet., arch.) move rapidly XVI; 
pass rapidly over XVII. synon. with scouR2 

but identity with this is not favoured by the 
forms skyr, sker. 

skirret1 ski-rit water-parsnip. XIV. ME. 
skirwhit(e}, perh. f. tskire clear, bright 
(- 0~. skirr SHEER1}+WHITE. 

skirret2 ski·rit instrument for measuring 
land, aligning trenches, etc. working on a 
revolving centre-pin. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

skirt ska~t part of a dress or robe from the 
waist down XIII (Cursor M.); flap of a 

SLAB 

saddle, etc. XIV; border, edge xv. - ON. 
skyrta shirt = OE. scyrte SHIRT. l.lf The 
change of meaning is not accounted for, but 
the corr. LG. schort means 'woman's gown' 
locally. Hence vb. be on the border of. XVII. 

skit skit vain or wanton woman XVI; 
satirical remark, parody XVIII. So skit vb. 
move lightly and rapidly XVII; make 
satirical hits XVIII. ski·ttiSH1 excessively 
lively xv; disposed to shy, frolicsome XVI; 
fickle, coy XVII. perh. all ult. based on ON. 
*skyt-, mutation of *skut- *skeut- SHOOT; 
cf. dial. skite move rapidly, dart, prob. f. 
ON. *skyt- mutated stem of skj6ta shoot. 

skittle ski·tl (pl.) game of ninepins. XVII. 
Parallel with kittle pins (somewhat later in 
XVII); cf. tskayles (XVI-XVII) and (dial.) 
KAYLES; of unkn. origin, but the base may 
be the same as in prec. (cf. Sw., Da. skyttel 
shuttle, marble, gate-bar). 

skiver skai·v<~~ thin kind of leather split 
from a sheepskin. XIX. f. skive split- ON. 
skija (cf. SHIVE). 

skivvy ski·vi (sl.} alt. of slavvy, SLAVEY. 
XIX. 

skoal skoul health or toast in drinking. 
XVI (in earliest use Sc. perh. through 
James VI's visit to Denmark in 1589). 
- Norw., Da. skaal, Sw. skdl, repr. ON. 
skdl bowl. See SCALE1• 

skua skjii·<~ predatory gull, Stercorarius. 
XVII (Ray). - modL. skua- F::eroese skitg
vur = ON. skujr, of unlrn. origin. 

skulk skAlk move stealthily ; conceal one
self. XIII. Of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. 
skulka lurk, lie watching, Sw. skolka, Da. 
skulke shirk, play truant). 

skull skAl bony framework of the head, 
cranium.. XIII (AncrR., S. Eng. Leg.). 
ME. scolle, schulle, of unkn. origin, but 
remarkably similar to synon. ON. skoltr 
(Norw. skolt, skult, Sw. skult, dial. skulle); 
rep!. OE. brcegenpanne brain-pan, heajod
bolla, -panne head-bowl, -pan. comp. 
skull-CAP. XVII. 

skunk skAIJk N.Amer. animal of the weasel 
kind, noted for emitting an offensive smell 
XVII ; contemptible person XIX. - Abenaki 
(Algonkin) segankw, segongw. 

sky skai tcloud; the vault of heaven, the 
firmament (now the ordinary colloq. word). 
xm. -ON. sky cloud (:- *skiuja), rei. to 
OE. sceo, OS. skio (:- *skeuw-) and (more 
remotely} OE. scuwa, OHG. scuwo, ON. 
skuggi shade, shadow, Goth. skuggwa mir
ror :- *skuwwon. comp. sky·LARK (which 
soars in the sky while singing) xvn. 

Skye skai name of the largest island of the 
Inner Hebrides used attrib. as in S. terrier, 
a small breed of dog. XIX. Gael. Sgith ski. 

slab' sl::eb fiat, broad, and thick piece. 
XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). Of unkn. origin. 

slab 2 sl::eb (dial.) marshy place, slush. XVII. 
So adj. viscid XVII (Sh.). prob. of Scand. 



SLACK 

origin (cf. ODa. slab mud, Ice!., Norw., 
Sw. slabb wet filth). So (dial.) sla·bhER4 
XVI; see SLOBBER, SLAVER. 

slack1 shek indolent, careless, remiss OE.; 
loose XU!; dull, inactive XIV. OE. slcec = 
OS., (M)Du. slak, OHG. slach, ON. slakr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *slakaz, cogn. with L. 
laxus LAX, languere LANGUISH. Hence 
slack vb. XVI. (OE. slacian relax efforts; 
cf. MDu. slacken), sla·ckEN5 • 

slack 2 slrek small or refuse coal. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Late ME. and dial. sleek, 
prob. of LDu. origin (cf. LG. slakk, Du. 
slak, G. schlacke dross). 

slade sleid valley, dell; forest glade. OE. 
slced=OS. slada, LG. slade, Icel. slQor, Da., 
Norw. slad(e). The present form descends 
from OE. obl. cases. 

slag slreg refuse matter from smelting. XVI. 
- MLG. slagge, perh. f. slagen strike, SLAY, 
with ref. to fragments resulting from 
hammering. 

slake sleik A. trelax one's efforts OE.; 
abate, moderate XIII (Cursor M.); B. 
tloosen, slacken XII; mitigate, appease, allay 
XIII; disintegrate (lime) with water XVII. 
OE. slacian, f. slcec SLACK1 ; corr. to (M)Du. 
slaken relax, diminish. 

slam1 slrem (at cards) truff and honours; 
winning all the tricks in a game. XVII. perh. 
shortening of tslampant, -am, -aine, in phr. 
give (one) the slampant trick, hoodwink. 

slam2 slrem (dial.) beat XVII; shut with a 
noise XVIII. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. 
ON. slam(b)ra, Sw. sliimma, Norw. slemma). 

slander sla·nda~ tbe a stumbling-block to 
XIII (Cursor M.); tdisgrace; defame XIV. 
ME. sclaundre, aphetic- AN. esclaundre, 
OF. esclandre, alt. of escandle SCANDAL. So 
slander vb. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. 
esclandrer, f. esclandre. sla·nderous tdis
graceful, scandalous ; characterized by 
slander or calumny. xv (Hoccleve). -OF. 
esclandreux. 

slang sla!IJ (orig., but now differentiated 
from) tcant, jargon xvm; colloquial 
language of an undignified kind XIX (Keble, 
r8r8). In its earliest appearance a cant 
term variously applied ('humbug', 'line of 
business', 'lay', 'show', 'performance of 
strolling players', beside the above uses, and 
as vb. 'defraud'), with gen. implication of 
irregular or lawless activity variously 
specialized. The north. dial. sense of 
'abusive language' and the colloq. ·use of the 
vb. for 'abuse' are notably parallel to 
Norw. dial. slengeord offensive language, 
(also) new word introduced without special 
reason, slengjenamn nickname, and the phr. 
slengje kjceften 'sling the jaw', utter offensive 
language ; but no immed. connexion can be 
made out. Hence vb. texhibit at a fair 
XVIII ; rail, or rail at, abusively (as in slanging 
match) XIX. 

SLAV 

slant slant slope, as of ground XVII; in
clination, obliquity XIX. f. earlier adv. xv 
(slonte, later slant, slaunt), aphetic of ASLANT, 
and vb. (XVI, sklaunt), obscurely rel. to dial. 
slent sb. and vb., which are presumably of 
Scand. origin. Hence slantindi·cular 
XIX (orig. U.S.); f. slanting prp.+PER
PEN[DICULAR. 

slap slrep smart blow as with the open hand. 
XVII. - LG. slapp (cf. G. schlappe), of imit. 
origin (similar words are clap,jlap, rap, tap). 
So vb. and adv. XVII. In comb. with vbs. 
slap-bang XVIII (Grose), slap-dash XVII 
(Dryden). 

slash slref cut with a sweeping blow xrv 
(Wycl. Bible; rare before XVI); cut slits in 
(a garment); assail severely XVII. perh. 
aphetic- OF. '~~esclaschier, var. of esc/achier 
break, obscurely rei. to esclater, mod. 
eclater (see SLAT); pro b. reinforced by 
symbolical assoc. with slit, lash. 

slat sl:et (dial.) slate XIV; long narrow slip 
of wood or metal XVIII. Aphetic- OF. 
esclat (mod. eclat) splinter, piece broken off, 
f. esclater split, splinter, shatter = Pr. 
esclatar, It. schiattare, repr. Rom. *ex
clattire, f. ex EX-1 +imit. base *clat-. 

slate1 sleit (tablet of) variety of stone that 
splits readily into plates. XIV (sclate, 
sklatestane). - OF. esclate, fern. corr. to 
m. esclat SLAT. 

slate• sleit (sl.) 'knock the hat over some
one's eyes' ; thrash; assail with abuse. XIX. 
Of dial. origin, presumably f. prec. 

slattern sl:e·t;un untidy and slovenly 
female. XVII. prob. alt. of synon. dial. 
slattering ('a dirty slattering won1an', Ray), 
prp. of slatter spill or splash awkwardly, 
slop, frequent. (see -ER4) of slat (ME. sleate, 
sclatte XIII) dash, perh. of Scand. origin (cf. 
ON. sletta slap). 

slaughter sl5·ta~ killing of cattle, etc. for 
food; killing of a person (cf. manslaughter) 
XIII; carnage, massacre XIV. -ON. *slahtr 
(ON. sldtr, mod. Ice!. sldtur butcher's meat), 
f. "'slax- SLAY1 ; rep!. ME. sla'Jt, repr. OE. 
*slmht, *'sleaht (as in wmlsleahta g. pl.), corr. 
to OS. -slahta, (M)Du. slacht, OHG. slacht 
(G. schlacht battle), ON. sldttr, sldtta. 
Hence vb., esp. of massacring people and 
killing cattle xvr. 

Slav slav, slrev member of any of a large 
group of peoples of Eastern Europe com
prising Russians, Bulgarians, Serbs, Poles, 
Czechs, and Wends. XIV (Sclave, Trevisa). 
In earliest use - medL. Sclavus, corr. to 
medGr. Skldbos; so MHG. Schla.ff, etc.; 
later, after medL. Slavus, F., G. Slave; 
So SlavoniAN slavou·ni~n XVI, Slavonic 
-o·nik XVII. f. medL. S(c)lavonia, f. Slavus; 
superseded Slavon - F. Esclavon. Cf. SLo
VAK, SLOVENE. 



SLAVE 

slave sleiv one who is owned by another 
person. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). ME. sclave, 
aphetic - (O)F. esclave, prop. fern. of 
esclaf = Pr. esclau m., esclava fern., Sp. 
esclavo, -va, Pg. escravo, -va, It. schiavo, -va, 
Rum. fchiau, medL. sclavus, -va, identical 
with the ethnic name Sclavus SLAV, the 
Slavonic races having been reduced to a 
servile state by conquest. Hence sla·VERY. 
XVI; cf. MDu. slaverie, Du. -erij, G. 
sklaverei. slavey slei·vi, slre·vi tmale 
servant or attendant ; female domestic 
servant; see -Y6, sla·visH1• XVI. 

slaver slre·v;J.r allow saliva to fall. XIV (so 
also sb.). prob. of symbolic origin like 
synon. (dial.) slabber (XVI), prob. of 
LDu. origin, and SLOBBER; see -ER4• 

slay1 slei pt. slew slii, pp. slain slein 
(rhet.) tstrike; kill. OE. slean, pt. slog, sloh, 
slogon, pp. (ge)sl::egen, slegen, slagen = OFris. 
sla, OS., OHG. slahan (Du. slagen, G. schla
gen), ON". sld, Goth. slahan; the Germ. base 
*slax- *slag- *slog- strike has no recogniz
able cogns. The present form of the inf. and 
pres. stem appeared XIV and is derived from 
the pp., finally superseding slea, slee (ME. 
slen). See SLEDGE1 • 

slay•, sley slei instrument for beating up 
the weft. OE. slege = OS. slegi; f. base of 
prec. 

sleave sliv divide, split (spec. silk into fila
ments). XVI. OE. slrefan (in camp. toslrefan), 
causative f. *slaf-, rei. to *slifan (see SLIVER). 
Hence sleave sb. silk in filaments. XVI; 
now used only in echoes of Sh. 'Macbeth' 
II ii 37 Sleepe that knits vp the rauel'd 
Sleeue of Care. 

sled sled sledge, sleigh. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
- MLG. sledde, carr. to MHG. slitte (G. 
schlitten), and rei. to MLG., MDu. slede, 
Du. slede, slee (see SLEIGH), OHG. slito, 
slita, ON. sleoi, f. *slid- *slid- SLIDE. Cf. 
SLEDGE 2• 

sledge1 sled3 large heavy hammer. OE. 
slecg = (M)Du. slegge, ON. sleggja :- *slagj
f. *slax- strike (see SLAY 2). 

sledge 2 sled3 carriage mounted on runners. 
XVII. - MDu. s[eedse (Du. dial. steeds), rei. 
tO slede SLED. 

sleek slik having a perfectly smooth surface. 
XVI (Sh.). var. of slick (XIV), ME. slike, 
prob. repr. OE. *slice, rei. to *slician (as in 
nigJsliced 'newly polished', glossy) and Ice!. 
slikja, Norw. slikja be or make smooth. Cf. 
SLICK. 

sleep slip unconscious state in which the 
physical powers are suspended. OE. step, 
sliep = OFris. slep, OS. ship (Du. slaap), 
OI-IG.sliif(G.schlaj),Goth.sleps :- CGerm. 
(exc. ON.; cf. SWEVEN) *slrepaz, rel.to carr. 
vb. *slmpan, whence OE. slrepan, OS. 
slapan, etc., and by gradation, to *slap-, 
whence LG., Du. slap inert, sluggish, G. 
schlaff slack, lax; ult. connexions are 
doubtful. Hence slee·pER1 one who sleeps 

SLIGHT 

XIII (AncrR.); stout horizontal timber XVII; 
apartment for sleeping (orig. U.S.) XIX. 

sleet slit falling snow partially thawed. 
XIII. repr. OE. *slete, *sliete :- *slautjan-, 
rei. to MLG. sloten pl. hail, MHG. slo:;e, 
slo:; (G. sclzlosse) hail(stone) :- Germ. 
*slautan-. 

sleeve sliv part of a garment to cover the 
arm. OE. (Anglian) sleje, (WS.) sliefe, and 
sliej, slyj, corr. to EFris. slewe, NFris. slev, 
sliv sleeve, and ult. rei. to MDu. sloove, 
sloof covering. 

sleigh slei sledge for transport of passengers 
or goods. XVIII. orig. N.Amer.- Du. slee 
(see SLED). 

sleight slait tcraft, cunning XIII; dexterity, 
adroitness XIV- (surviving gen. in phr. 
s. of hand). ME. sle;;]l- ON. slmgo (OSw. 
slogdh, Sw. slojd SLOYD, etc.), f. sld:gr SLY. 
q For the final -t cf. HEIGHT. 

slender sle·nd;J.r not stout or fleshy XIV; 
slight xv. Of unkn. origin. q The alleged 
F. esclendre (Palsgr. I530) and early Flem. 
slinder (Kilian 1599) are of doubtful 
authenticity; a poss. adj. deriv. of the base 
of tslend vb. slice, split (XIV-XVI), succeeded 
by (dial.) slent (xvn), involves difficulties of 
meaning and formation. 

sleuth sliip 'ftrack, trail XII (Orm); (short 
for sleuth-hound XIV) bloodhound, (hence) 
detective XIX. -ON. sl6o track, trail (cf. 
SLOT 3). 

slew sliii turn or swing round XVIII (slue). 
orig. naut. ; of unkn. origin. Hence 
slewed sliid (sl.) intoxicated (xix). 

slice slais tshiver, splinter; applied to 
various flat utensils XIV; thin, flat, broad 
piece xv. ME. s(c)lice, aphetic- OF. 
esclice (mod. eclisse) small piece of wood, etc. 
f. esclicier splinter, shatter (whence slice 
vb. xv)- OFrank. slitjan = OHG. sli:;an 
(G. schleissen) = OE. slitan (see SLIT). 

slick slik sleek XIV; smooth-spoken, 
plausible xvr; adroit, smart xrx; hence adv. 
(orig. U.S.) XIX. See SLEEK. 

slide slaid pt. and pp. slid move from place 
to place smoothly and continuously. OE. 
slidan, pt. aJslad, alslidon, pp. a!sliden = 
LG. sliden, MHG. sliten, rei. to OE. slidor 
slippery, slid(e)rian SLITHER, and the forms 
s.v. SLED. Hence sb. XVI. 

slight slait (dial.) smooth, sleek XIII 
(Cursor M.); slender, slim; of light texture 
XIV; small in amount xvr. ME. (orig. 
north.) sleght, sly;;t- ON. *slehtr, stettr 
level, smooth, soft = OFris. sliucht, level, 
flat, smooth, straight, usual, OS. sliht, 
MLG., MDu. slecht, slicht simple, defective 
(Du. slecht bad; adv. badly; but slechts 
merely, only, but), OHG. sleht level, 
MHG. sleht (G. schlecht bad, schlicht (after 
the vb.) smooth, even, plain, simple), Goth. 
slaihts level :- CGerm. *slextaz (whence Pr. 
esclet, It. schietto; the base is repr. in OE. 



SLIM 

only by eorPislihtes adv. even with the 
ground), prob. pp. formation ('levelled'), of 
obscure origin. So slight vb. tsmooth, 
level. XIII (Cursor M.)- ON. *'slehta, sletta, 
f. slt!ttr; in (obs.) sense 'level to the ground, 
raze' XVII- Du. slechten, LG. slichten; in 
sense 'treat with disdain' xvr (Sh.) f. the 
adj. in the sense 'of little account'. Hence 
sb. XVII. 

slim slim slender, gracefully thin; slight, 
poor; (orig. dial.; since 1899 fromMrikaans) 
cunning, wily. XVII. - LG., Du. slim, repr. 
MLG. slim(m), MDu. slim(p) slanting, 
cross, bad = MHG. slimp (-b) slanting, 
oblique, G. schlimm grievous, disagreeable, 
awkward, bad:- Germ. *'slimbaz (cf. OHG. 
slimbi obliquity, inclination), whence Fin
nish limppa, OF. escleme, It. sghembo; perh. 
ult. rei. to Lett. slips(:- *'slimpas) oblique, 
steep. 

slime slaim soft sticky mud OE. ; viscous 
fluid XIII. OE. slim = OFris., MLG., 
MDu., MHG. slim (Du. slijm, G. schleim 
phlegm, slime, mucus), ON. slim :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) sb. (whence Finnish 
lima) rei. to Balto-Sl. words meaning 
'saliva', 'mucus', and L. limus mud, slime, 
Gr. limne marsh. Hence sli·my1 XIV 
(Trevisa, PPI.). 

sling1 slil) strap for hurling missiles. XIII 
(Cursor M.). prob. of LDu. origin (cf. 
MLG. slinge, corr. to OHG. slinga), of 
symbolic origin. See foil. 

sling• slil) device for securing or grasping 
bulky objects XIV; strap, band, loop for 
suspension XVIII. The immed. source is 
doubtful; poss. identical with prec., the 
senses of LG. sling-e, G. schlinge noose, 
snare, arm-sling, to some extent correspond; 
the Germ. word was adopted in Rom. (OF. 
eslingue, whence Sp. eslinga). Hence vb. 
XVI. 

sling3 slil) pt., pp. slung slAIJ throw, cast 
with or as with a sling. XIII. prob.- ON. 
slyngva str. vb. (pt. slQng, pp. slunginn), 
with corr. wk. vb. slQngva; cf. OHG. 
slingan (G. schlingen wind, twist). 

sling• slil) Amer. drink with a basis of spirit; 
juice of the sugar-cane. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

slink slil)k pt. pp. slunk slAI)k move 
stealthily XIV (Ch.); drop (young) pre
maturely or abortively XVII. repr. OE. 
slincan creep, crawl, corr. to (M)LG. slinken 
subside (whence (O)Sw. slinka shake, 
totter), and (dial.) slench (XIV) slink, sneak, 
repr. OE. *'slencan. 

slip1 slip semi-liquid mass (cf. the second el. 
of COWSLIP, OXSLIP) OE.; curdled milk (now 
U.S.) xv; semi-liquid cementing material 
XVII. OE. slipa, slyppe slime (so slipig 
slimy); cf. Norw. slip, slipa slime on fish, 
and SLOP 2• 

slip• slip pass lightly, quickly, or quietly 
XIII (Cursor M.); slide, lose foothold or 
grasp, err XIV (Rolle); cause to slide, get 

SLOE 

loose from; let go XVI. prob.- MLG., Du. 
slippen = MHG. slipfen (cf. SLIPPERY). 
Hence slip sb. artificial slope xv:; leash for 
a dog; act of slipping or sliding (cf. landslip 
XVII); fault, error XVI ; garment readily 
slipped on XVII. 

slip3 slip small shoot of a plant XV; young 
person; long and narrow strip XVI. pro b. 
- MLG., MDu. slippe (Du. slip) cut, slit, 
strip (but the earliest Eng. sense is not re
corded in these langs.). 

slipper sli·p;}.l light loose-fitting shoe. xv. 
cf. (dial.) slip-shoe (xvi) ; presumably f. 
SLIP 2 ; for the use of -ER1 cf. drawers. 

slippery sli·pari giving an insecure foot
hold or grasp. XVI. First recorded from 
Coverdale's tr. of the Bible (Ps. xxxv 6), 
who probably modelled it on Luther's 
schlipjjerig, MHG. slipferig, f. slipfern, 
extension of slipfen, f. Germ. *'slip- as 
repr. in OE. slipor (dial. slipper) slippery, 
morally unstable (cf. SLIP1); see -Y1 • 

slipshod sli·pJ<>d wearing slippers or very 
loose shoes XVI; untidy, slovenly XVII. 
f. SLIP2+shod, pp. of SHOE vb., after slip
shoe (xvi) slipper (cf. OE. slypesco 'soccus'). 

slipslop sli·psl<>p sloppy mess of food XVII; 
blundering use of words (with allusion to 
the mistakes in language made by Mrs. 
S!ipslop in Fielding's 'Joseph Andrews' 
1742) XVIII. redupl. f. SLOP 2 with vowel 
variation. 

slit slit pt., pp. slit cut into, cut open. XIII. 
ME. slitte, in pp. islit (La3.), repr. OE. 
*'slittan, rei. to slitan = OFris. slita, OS. 
slitan, OHG. sli:,an (Du. sliften, G. schleissen), 
ON. slita, f. CGerm. (exc. Goth.) base 
having no known cogns. Hence slit sb. 
straight narrow cut. XIII; cf., however, OE. 
geslit rending, biting, slite tear, rent. 

slither sli·tla.I glide, slip. XIII. alt. of ME. 
slidere (dial. slidder), OE. sliderian = MLG. 
MDu. slid(d)eren, G. dial. schlittern, fre
quent. (see -ER4) f. weak grade of SLIDE. For 
the change of d to o cf. hither, together, etc. 

sliver sli·va.I slice, splinter. XIV (Ch.). 
Of obscure formation on the base of (dial.) 
slive (XIV), OE. *'slifan, occurring in pt. 
tolslaf split up, but without any known 
cogns. Hence vb. XVII (Sh.). 

slobber sl<>·b;}J behave (e.g. feed) in a 
slovenly fashion. xv. Earlier in ME. 
byslober, beslobber (cf. slobber mud, slime 
XIV), and corr. to Du. slobberen, with 
parallel and gen. synon. contemp. forma
tions in (dial.) slabber (xvr) and slubber 
(xvi), Du. slabberen, MLG., MDu. slubberen, 
of imit. or symbolic origin. Cf. SLAVER. 

sloe slou (fruit of) the blackthom. OE. 
slii(h) = MLG., MDu. sli!, sleuuwe (LG. 
sle, sli, Du. slee), OHG. sleha, sli!wa 
(G. schlehe), Sw. sld(n), Da., slaa(en) :
Germ. *'slaixwon, which has been connected 
with L. livere be blue (see LIVID), W. lliw, 
Ir. li colour, OS!. (Russ.) sliva plum. 



SLOG 

slog slog A. hit hard; B. plod. XIX. In 
sense A parallel to synon. dial. slug; no 
further cogns. are found. 

slogan slou·g;m war-cry, battle-cry xvr 
(first in Sc. use: slog(g)orne, sloghorne, 
slug horne); party cry or watchword XVIII. 
-Gael. sluaghghairm, f. sluagh host ( = Olr. 
sliiag, W. llu)+gairm shout, cry. 

sloid see SLOYD. 

sloop sh1p small one-masted vessel, small 
ship of war. XVII (slup) - Du. sloep, tsloepe 
(whence F. chaloupe, adopted earlier as 
shalloop, shalop XVI); of unkn. origin. 

slop1 slop tbag; (dial.) loose tunic or gown 
XIV; (pl.) wide breeches xv; ready-made 
garments XVII. OE. slop, in oferslop surplice, 
corr. to MDu. (over)slop, 0~. (yfir)sloppr, 
f. Germ. *slup-, of which synon. OE. 
oferslype, MHG. sluj, ON. slyppa, repr. 
a mutated form, rei. to *slilp- in OE. slilpan, 
MLG. slftpan, OHG. sliojan (G. schliejen), 
Goth. sliupau glide ( cf. L. liibricus; see 
LUBRICATE). 

slop• slop (dial.) muddy place, slush XIV; 
liquid food (esp. pl.) XVII; refuse liquid XIX. 
prob. repr. OE. *sloppe as in ciisloppe 
COWSLIP, OXSLIP; cf. SLIP1• Hence slo·ppy1 

slo·pi. XVIII. 
slop3 slop (sl.) policeman. XIX. Modifica

tion of ecilop, back-slang for POLICE. 
slope1 sloup tadv. in an oblique direction 
or position xv. Aphetic of ASLOPE. Hence 
as tadj. XVI, in comp. tslopeWISE (XVI), and, 
by further transference, as vb. intr. take an 
oblique direction XVI, trans. bring into a 
slanting position (spec. in military use) 
xvn, and sb. XVII (partly by analysis of 
aslope as a slope, e.g. 'An other ryuere 
runneth downe a slope' More's 'Utopia') 
sloping stretch of ground (Cotgr.); inclined 
direction (Bacon). 

slope• sloup (sl.) make off, decamp. xrx. 
orig. U.S.; perh. spec. use of prec. vb. 

slosh sloJ xrx (Southey). var. of SLUSH. 
slot1 slot (dial.) bar or bolt for a door, etc. 

XIII; metal rod, wooden bar XIV.- (M)LG., 
(M)Du. slot= OHG. slo;s (G. schloss) door
bolt, lock, castle, f. WGerm. *slut- (*slltt-) 
"'sleut-, whence also OS. slutil, OHG. slw;:;il 
(G. sch!Ussel) key, OFris. sliita, MLG., 
MDu. sliiten (Du. sluiten), OHG. slio;;an 
(G. schliessen) close, lock. 

slot• slot (dial.) hollow of the breast bone 
xrv; elongated narrow depression in wood, 
etc. XVI. - OF. esclot (in first sense), of 
unkn. origin. 

slot• sbt track of an animal XVI (slott 
hownd); deer's foot XIX. - OF. esclot horse's 
hoof-print, prob. -ON. sl6o track (see 
SLEUTH). 

sloth sloup inactivity, sluggishness xn; 
S. Amer. arboreal mammal of sluggish 
habits xvn. ME. slaujJe, slouhjJe, later 

SLUG 

tsloath,sloth (xvi), f.sltiw,slow,sLow+-TH1
; 

rep!. OE. slt.ewjJ, ME. sleujJ(e). t][ For the 
transf. application to the animal cf. SLUG1 

and F. paresseuse slow-moving caterpillar, 
sb. use of fern. of paresseux idle. 

slouch slautJ ungainly fellow XVI; (for 
slouch(ed) hat) hat with flopping brim 
XVIII; (from the vb.) stooping ungainly 
carriage XVIII. Hence slou·chiNG 2 prp. 
adj. XVII, whence slouch vb. XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin; but cf. synon. dial. slouk (XVI), 
slotch, and Norw. slok, Ice!. sl6kr. 

slough1 slau soft muddy piece of ground. 
OE. slOh, slo(g), of unkn. origin. t][ vars. 
slow, slew (xvrrr) in U.S. and Canada mean 
'marshy or reedy pool (or other water)'. 

slough2 slAf outer skin shed by a reptile. 
XIII (Cursor ::\1.). ME. sloh, slo'3, poss. rei. 
to LG. sluzve, slu husk, peel, shell. Hence 
vb. be shed as skin XVIII; cast off XIX. 

Slovak slou·vrek, sb·vak, slova·k member of 
a Slavonic people inhabiting Slovakia in E. 
Czechoslovakia. XIX. - Slovak, Czech, Russ. 
Slo·vdk. 

sloven slA·vn tknave, rascal xv; tidle 
fellow XVI (Skelton) ; careless or negligent 
person XVI (Palsgr.). perh. based on Flem. 
sloe] dirty, squalid, Du. sloj negligent. 

Slovene slo(u)vi·n member of a Slavonic 
people inhabiting Slovenia in NW. Yugo
slavia; their language. XIX. - G. Slozcene 
- Styrian, etc. Slovenec (pl. -enci), f. OS!. 
Slo~·- (as also in SLoVAK), held by some to 
be f. stem of slovo word, sloviti speak. 

slow slou not quick, active, or rapid. OE. 
sliizv = OFris. slezdch, WFris. sleau, OS. 
steu, (M)Du. sleeuzv, slee, OHG. sleo (G. dial. 
schleh), ON. sld!r, sijdr, sij6r :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *slrewaz :-IE. *slewos, of unkn. 
origin; cf. SLOTH. Hence slow vb. XVI ; not 
continuous with OE. slazvian (forsliiwian). 
perh. repr. by L. lrevus, Gr. lai6s ( :- *lair6s) 
left (hand). 

slow-worm slou·w;'iJm small lizard, Anguis 
fragilis. OE. slazvyrm 'regulus', 'stellio' ; the 
first el., which has been assim. to SLOW, is of 
doubtful origin; it appears, with and with
out the corr. forms for WORM, in OSw. slii 
(Sw. orm/sld), Norw. orm/slo. 

sloyd, sloid sloid system of manual instruc
tion adopted from Sweden. XIX. - Sw. 
slojd :-ON. s/mgo SLEIGHT. 

slubber see SLOBBER. 
sludge s1Ad3 mire, ooze XVII ; matter mixed 
with water or slime XVIII. Appears in litera
ture about the same time as the more or less 
synon. (dial.) slutch and SLUSH; but pp. 
sluchched befouled (XIV) is much earlier; 
pro b. all symbolically expressive formations. 

slug1 slAg sluggard xv; tslow-sailing 
vessel XVI; slow-moving shell-less land
snail XVIII. Based on a stem slug-, repr. also 
by slug vb. be slow or inert (xv) and much 
earlier by tsluggy sluggish (xm) and 
tforslug neglect through indolence (xiv); 

[836] 



SLUG 

prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. dial. slogga 
be sluggish, Norw. dial. slugg large heavy 
body, sluggjen slow, backward). So the 
synon. adjs. tslug, tslugged (xv), slu·ggisH1 

(xiv), slu·ggARD XIV (slogard), whence 
tslu-ggardy (Ch.), slu·gABED XVI (Sh.). 
I][ For the transf. application of slug to the 
snail cf. SLOTH. 

slug2 slAg irregularly shaped bullet XVII ; 
(typogr.) metal bar, line of type XIX. perh. 
identical with prec. 

slughorn slA·gh5.rn used for 'trumpet' by 
Chatterton and Browning through mis
apprehension of an early form of SLOGAN. 

sluice sliis structure for regulating flow of 
water in a river, etc. XIV (scluse). -OF. 
escluse (the source of LG., G., and mod. 
Scand. forms), modF. ecluse = Pr. escluza 
(whence Pg. esclusa) :- Gallo-Rom. *ex
cliisa, sb. use (sc. aqua water) of fern. pp. 
of L. exclzidere EXCLUDE. Hence vb. I][ For 
the sp. with ui (first in XVI) cf. juice. 

slum slAm A. troom; B. (orig. back s.) 
dirty or squalid back street, alley, or neigh
bourhood; C. tgammon, blarney, gipsy 
jargon; all early XIX. Of cant origin; in gen. 
use only in sense B. Hence vb. visit slums; 
slu·mmY1 • XIX. 

slumber slA·mb;;>.r sleep lightly. XIII 
(Bestiary). ME. sliimere, f. sliime, OE. 
sliima or vb. sliimen (XIII), north. dial. 
sloom, corr. to MDu., MLG. sliimen, 
MLG. slummen, G. tschlummen, with 
parallel formations in MLG., MDu. 
sWmeren (Du. sluimeren), MHG. slummeren, 
G. schlummern. Hence sb. XIV (Ch.). f. 
Germ. base repr. also by early ME. slummi 
drowsy (AncrR.). I][ For the intrusive b cf. 
BRAMBLE, LIMBER. 

slump siAmp fall or sink into a bog, etc. 
XVII; transf. and fig. XIX. Of symbolic 
origin, like clump, lump, plump. Hence sb. 
heavy or sudden fall in value. XIX. 

slur sl;i.r A. (dial.) fluid mud xv (sloor, 
slore, Promp. Parv.); gliding movement XVI; 
sliding mechanism XVIII ; B. deliberate 
slight XVII; (mus.) mark indicating a smooth 
connected passage XIX. Hence vb. A. 
(dial.) stain, sully; disparage xvu; B. slide 
XVI; (mus.) XVIII. perh. two or more words 
have coalesced in sb. and vb. ; partly corr. 
Continental forms are (M)Du. sloor, sluttish 
woman, LG. slurren shuffle, (M)LG. sliiren, 
MDu. sloren, Du. sleuren, drag, trail. 

slush siAJ watery matter resulting from the 
melting of snow or ice XVII ; liquid mud 
XVIII. contemp. with synon. SLUDGE, slutch, 
with which it forms a series of expressive 
words paralle :to ME. sloche, sliche (XIV), 
sleech (xvi), and SLOSH, to which the closest 
foreign parallels are Da. tslus sleet, mud, 
Norw. slusk sloppy ground or weather. 

slut slAt dirty slovenly woman XIV (implied 
in sluttish, Ch.); loose woman, hussy xv. 

SMALM 

Of unkn. origin; contact with Continental 
words similarly used and having the same 
cons. framework sl . . t., cannot be proved. 

sly slai (dial.) skilled, clever XII ( Orm) ; 
dyslogistic connotations appear very early. 
ME. sleh, sley, sli(J)- ON. sld!gr clever, 
cunning, etymol. 'able to strike', f. slog-, 
pt. stem of sld strike (see SLAY1

); cf. 
SLEIGHT. For the vocalism cf. DIE', etc. 

slype slaip covered way from one part of 
a cathedral, etc. to another. XIX. perh. a 
use of slipe long narrow piece (as of ground 
XVI-XVII), varying with SLIP, of unkn. 
origin. 

smack1 smrek taste, flavour OE.; (fig.) 
trace, tinge, 'touch' xvr. OE. smcec = OFris. 
smek, MLG., MDu. smak (Du. smaak), 
OHG. gi[smac (G. ge[schmack). Hence vb. 
taste XIV, savour of XVI; superseding (dial.) 
smatch :- OE. smceccan taste = OFris. 
smekka, smakia, MLG. smaken, MHG. 
smecken, smacken (G. schmecken). 

smack2 smrek separate the lips with a 
sharp noise XVI; crack (a whip) XVII; strike 
sharply with a flat surface xrx. - MLG., 
MDu. smacken (LG., Du. smakken); cf. 
OE. ge[smacian pat, caress, G. schmatzen 
eat or kiss noisily (MHG. smatzen, for 
earlier smackezen, f. smacken); of imit. 
origin. So sb. XVI ; cf. MDu. smack, etc. 

smack3 smrek light single-masted sailing
vessel. XVII. - LG., Du. smacke, mod. 
smak (whence also G. schmacke, Sw. 
smack, Da. smakke, F. semaque, Sp. esmaque, 
Pg. sumaca, It. semacca), of unkn. origin. 

small sm51 (dial.) slender, thin; tnarrow; 
of limited size or extent; of fine texture OE. ; 
of low strength or power XII (in AL. 
smalemannus inferior tenant). OE. smml = 
OFris. smel, OS., OHG. smal (Du. smal, 
G. schmal), ON. smalr, Goth. smals :
CGerm. *smalaz (:-IE. *smol-) in the later 
Continental langs. mostly 'slender', 'nar
row'; the use exemplified in OHG. smala::; 
no::;, fihu (MHG. smalno::;, smalvihe; cf. 
smalhirte shepherd), ON. smali small cattle, 
connects with IE. *mol- *mel-, repr. by 
081. mala small, Oir. mil(:- *melo- beast), 
Gr. melon sheep. comp. sma·llPox XVI 
(small pokkes; cf. a pokke small xv), dist. 
from great pox, the pox proper; cf. F. 
petite verole (xv). 

smallage sm5·lid3 variety of celery or 
parsley, esp. Apium graveolens. XIII. ME. 
smal ache, i.e. SMALL, tache- (O)F. ache 
( = Pr. api, Sp. apio, It. appio) :- L. 
apium. I][ For the change of final tJ to d3 
cf. borage, partridge, spinach, Dulwich, 
Greenwich, Harwich, Norwich, Woolwich. 

smalm, smarm smiim (dial.) smear, be
daub XIX; plaster down ; behave fulsomely 
xx. Hence sma·lmY\ sma·rmY1. Of 
unkn. origin. 
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smalt sm5lt glass coloured deep-blue by 
oxide of cobalt XVI; deep-blue colour XIX. 
-F. smalt (whence also Du. smalt, G. 
schmalte), -It. smalto = OF. esmail (mod. 
email), nom. esmauz, Pr. esmaut- Germ. 
*smalt (OHG. smalz, G. schmalz), rei. to 
SMELT 2

• 

smaragd sma:·negd emerald. XIII. -OF. 
smaragde (usu. esmaragde, -aude EMERALD) 
or L. smaragdus (also used in Eng. from XIV) 
-Gr. smdragdos, var. of mdragdos- Prakrit 
maragada- (cf. Skr. marak(a)tam)- Semitic 
*biiraqt (Heb. biireqet) f. btiraq shine. 

smart smii.rt be acutely painful OE. ; feel 
sharp pain, suffer severely for xu. OE. 
smeortan, pt. *smeart (only infyrismeortende 
fiery, painful, smeortung itching) = MDu. 
smerten, (also mod.) smarten, OHG. smerzan 
(G. schmerzen), based on WGerm. *smert
*smart- *smurt-, perh. rei. to L. mordere 
bite (cf. MORDANT), Gr. smerdn6s, smerdateos 
terrible. So smart adj. tbiting, stinging 
XI; causing acute pain XII; brisk, vigorous 
xu. Late OE. smeart. smart sb. xu. 

smash smreJ break up or strike at violently. 
XVIII (Foote; an earlier isolated sl. meaning 
'kick downstairs' appears c.r7oo). prob. 
imit., combining sm- of smack and smite 
with -ash of earlier bash, clash, crash, dash, 
lash, mash. Hence sb. XVIII. 

smatter sma:·t;).I tsmirch, defile XIV; 
tprate, chatter xv; have a superficial know
ledge ofxvr. Ofunkn. origin; similar forms, 
such as Sw. smattra, G. schmettern sound 
shrill, smash, etc., do not corr. in sense. 

smear smi;J.I tanoint; cover thickly (as) 
with some greasy matter. OE. smierwan, 
corr. to MLG. smeren, OHG. smirwen (G. 
schmieren), ON. smyrva, smyrja :-Germ. 
*smerwjan. So smear sb. tfat, grease, oint
ment OE.; in later senses f. the vb. OE. 
smeoru = OFris. smere, OS., OHG. smero 
(G. schmer, Du. smeer), ON. smjQr, Goth. 
smairpr; cogn. with Gr. muron ointment, 
srnuris EMERY, 

smectite sme·ktait kind of fuller's earth. 
XIX. f. Gr. smektis, f. sm~khein rub, 
cleanse; see -ITE. 

smcddum see SMITHAM. 

smegma sme·gm;) (physiol.) sebaceous 
secretion. XIX. - L. (Pliny)- Gr. smegma, 
f. base of sm~khein rub, cleanse. 

smell smel pt., pp. smelled, smelt A. per
ceive by the sense of which the nose is the 
organ; B. have an odour. xu. ME. smelle, 
also smiille, smille, pointing to OE. *smiellan, 
*smyllan, of which no cogns. are !mown. 
Hence sb. xrr; superseding stink and stench 
in the neutral application of sense B. 

smelt1 smelt small fish, Osmerus sperlanus. 
OE. smelt, smylt (in AL. smeltis, -us, smyltus 
XIV), obscurely rei. to similar Continental 
names for species of fish ; cf. SMOL T. 

SMITH 

smelt 2 smelt fuse (ore) to obtain the metal. 
xv (implied in smelter). - MLG., MDu. 
smelten (whence also Sw. smiilta, Da. 
smelte) = OHG. smelzan (G. schmelzen), 
wk. trans. vb. corr. to str. intr., f. *smelt-, 
var. of the base of MELT. 

smew smjii saw-billed duck, Mergus 
albellus. XVII. Obscurely rei. to synon. 
(dial.) smee (XVII), and smeath (xvii), Du. 
smient, tsmeente, LG. sment widgeon, G. 
schmi-, schmii-, sclzmeiente small wild duck 
(ente duck). 

smila:11: smai-la:ks species of liliaceous 
plants. XVII. - L. smilax (Pliny)- Gr. 
smllax bindweed. 

smile smail give the face a pleased or 
amused expression. XIII (Cursor M.). perh. 
of Scam!. origin (cf. Sw. smila, Da. smile); 
a parallel form is OIIG. *smilan (in prp. 
smilenter), MHG. smielen; f. (with l- suffix) 
the base repr. by forms cited s.v. SMIRK. 
Hence sb. XVI; cf. MHG. smiel. 

smirch sm5.rtJ defile, sully. xv. Of unkn. 
origin. Cf. besmirch. XVI (Sh.). 

smirk sm5.rk smile, (later) esp. in a silly 
manner. OE. smearcian, smercian, (with -k 
formative) f. *smar- *smer- (*smir-), repr. 
by OE. smerian laugh at, bilsmer, bilsmerian 
scorn, *smrere ingtilismrere given to frivolous 
laughter, OHG. smieron (G. tschmieren) 
smile, and closely rei. to Skr. smeras 
smiling, more remotely to OS!. smijQ s{!, 
smijati s~ laugh, Skr. smdyate (he) smiles, 
Gr. mefdos, meidan laugh. Cf. SMILE. 

smite smait pt. smote smout, pp. smitten 
smi·tn, (arch. or joe.) smit administer a 
blow to XII ; in various applications lit. and 
fig. now chiefly arch. or joe., superseded in 
gen. use by strike and hit except in pp. in fig. 
uses ('struck', 'impressed', 'infatuated'). 
OE. smitan, pt. smiit, smiton, pp. smiten 
smear, pollute (also besmitan defile) = 
OFris. smita, OS. bismitan, MLG., MDu. 
smiten (Du. smijten), OHG. smi:?an smear, 
also bilsmi:?an smear, sully (G. schmeissen 
throw, fling), Goth. biismeitan, gaismeitan 
smear :- CGerm. *smitan (but in Scand. 
langs. from LG.). C][ For a similar series of 
meanings cf. STRIKE. 

smith smi]:> one who works in iron, etc. 
OE. smip = OFris. smith, MDu. smit, (also 
mod.) smid, OHG. smid (G. schmied, 
tschmid), ON. smiiJr :- CGerm. •smipaz 
(in Goth. aizalsmipa coppersmith) orig. 
prob. craftsman (cf. OE. sense of 'carpenter' 
and wigsmip warrior, ON. lj6oasmior poet, 
Ice!. skosmiiJur shoemaker, and senses of 
corr. vbs.); pro b. f. IE. •smei-, repr. by Gr. 
smile chisel, sminue mattock. So smith vb. 
OE. smi]Jian = OS., OHG. smithOn, ON. 
smiiJa, Goth. gaismipon. smithy smi·l'li 
smith's workshop, forge. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-ON. smioja, corr. to OE. smijJ]Je (surviv
ing in early ME. smijJ(jJ)e), OFris. smithe, 
MLG. smede (smee), MDu. smisse (Du. 
smidse), OHG. smidda, smitta (G. schmiede). 



SMITH AM 

smitham smi·l5am, smeddum sme·dam 
fine powder ; finest lead ore ground to 
powder XVII; (Sc.) energy, go XVII. OE. 
smed(e)ma fine flour, meal, of unkn. origin; 
later assim. to SMITH. 

smithereens smil5ari·nz (colloq., dial.) 
small fragments. XIX. f. (dial.) smithers 
(XIX) + -EEN 2 -l-pl. s. Cf. Ir. smidirin. 

smock sm<>k (dial.) shift, chemise OE.; 
(short for s. frock) loose coarse-linen overall 
garment XIX. OE. smoc = OHG. smoccho, 
ON. smohkr (perh. from Eng.); rei. to MHG. 
gesmuc (G. schmuck ornament); parallel to 
forms based on *smzig-, viz. OE. smugan 
creep, MHG. smiegen, ON. smjuga creep 
into, put on a garment, OE. reJsmogu 
snake's skin, smygel(s) burrow. Cf. SMUGGLE. 

smoke smouk visible vapour from burning 
matter. OE. smoca, f. wk. grade of the base 
repr. by MLG. smok, MDu. smoock (Du. 
smook), MHG. smouch (G. schmauch) and 
OE. smeoc, smiec, smec, smiC, (dial.) smeech, 
smitch, and vbs. smeocan, (dial. smeek), 
MDu. smieken, (M)LG., (M)Du. smoken, 
Flem. smuik, smuiken (whence Sc. smuke). 
So vb. OE. smocian. Cf. Gr. smugenai be 
consumed with heat, Lith. smaugti to be 
asphyxiated by smoke. 

smolt smoult young salmon between a 
parr and a grilse. XIV (AL. smoltus XIV). In 
earliest use Sc.; of unkn. origin; cf. SMELT1• 

smoot smut do casual work in a printing 
house. XVII (Moxon). Of unkn. origin. 

smooth smiil5 having a surface free from 
irregularities OE. ; pleasant, affable XIV; 
bland, plausible XV. Late OE. smojJ (rare, 
the usual form being sme]Je, ME. smethe, 
dial. smeeth, which was gen. superseded); 
without certain cogns. Hence smooth 
vb. xv; superseding ME. smethe (dial. 
smeeth), OE. sme]Jian, sme]Jan. smoo·thEN5 

XVII. 

smother smA'll:ll (often with smoke) dense 
or stifling smoke. XII. Early ME. smortier, 
later (with loss of the first r) smojJer; f. base 
of OE. smorian (dial. smore) suffocate, corr. 
to (M)Du., (M)LG. smoren (whence G. 
schmoren), of unkn. origin. Hence vb. 
(early ME. smororen). 

smouch smautJ (U.S.) pilfer. XIX. perh. 
alt. of SMOUSE. 

smoulder smou·ld~l tsmother, suffocate 
XIV; burn and smoke without flame XVI. 
rei. obscurely to LG. smoln, MDu. smolen 
(Du. smeulen smoulder), Flem. smoel sultry. 
(j[ After early XVII discontinued exc. poet. 
in the prp. smouldering, until revived by 
Scott c.I8Io. 

smouse smaus, also tsmouch Jew. XVIII. 
- Du. smous Jew, usurer, corr. to G. schmus 
talk, patter - Yiddish schmuoss, Heb. 
semii'oth tales, news, the reference being to 
the persuasive talk of Jewish pedlars. 

SNAIL 

smudge smAd3 make a dirty mark or 
smear on. xv. Hence sb. XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin, but parallel to synon. smutch sb. 
(xvi), vb. (xvii, Sh.), smooch vb. (xvn); cf. 
the formally corr. pair sludge and slush, and 
forms cited s.v. SMUT. 

smug smAg trim, neat, smooth, sleek XVI; 
marked by self-complacency XIX. Parallel 
to tsmudge adj. smart, trim (Nashe), vb. 
deck out (Nashe, Greene), and corr. in sense 
to LG. smuck pretty (xvn), G. schmuck 
ornament, schmiicken adorn. 

smuggle smA·gl convey clandestinely to 
avoid duty, etc. xvn. Earlier smuckle, as in 
smuckellor (1661)- LG. smukkelen, with 
var. smuggelen (whence G. and Scand. 
forms), Du. smokkelen, of unkn. origin 
(reference to the base of OE. vb. smugan 
creep does not account for the k-variant). 

smut smAt blacken, smudge XVI; affect 
(grain) with smut xvn. So smut sb., 
fungous disease of plants marked by 
blackness; black or sooty mark; indecent 
language XVII. Hence smu·ttv1 (of grain) 
XVI; dirty, blackened, obscene XVII. Parallel 
with obs. synon. formations having the 
cons.-frame sm .. t (with var. sm .. d), 
as OE. smitt smear, smittian pollute, smitan 
SMITE, also besmittian (ME. besmit), ismotted 
pp. (Trevisa), besmotered (Ch.) stained, 
besmotted, smoterlich (Ch.), smotry (Lydg.) 
defiled, sullied, smad (xv), smod stain 
(xiv), bismudded, besmuoeledxm, and forms 
cited s.v. SMUDGE; cogn. further with Con
tinental Germ. formations such as LG. 
smutt, MHG. smotsen, smuz, smutzen (G. 
schmutz, schmutzen, LG. smadden, Du. 
smodderen; cogns. of a type lacking initial s 
are seen in Gr. mudos dampness, Lith. 
mdudyti bathe, Olr. muad cloud. 

snack smek (dial.) bite (esp. of a dog) xv 
(Hoccleve); share, portion; drop of liquor 
XVII ; morsel of food, light repast, 'bite' 
XVIII. - MDu. snac(k) in the first sense, rei. 
to snacken, var. of snappen SNAP (whence 
Eng. dial. snack vb. XIV); MLG. snacken 
chatter (whence G. schnack gossip, rumour); 
perh. orig. imit. of the sound of snapping 
the jaws together. Cf. SNATCH. 

snaffie sme·fl form of bridle-bit. XVI. 
prob. of LDu. origin; cf. OFris. snavel 
mouth, (M)LG., (M)Du. snavel, corr. to 
OHG. snabul (G. schnabel) beak, bill, spout, 
nose ; cf. Lith. snapas beak, bill ; see -LE1• 

snag smeg short stump projecting from a 
tree; sharp projection XVI; (orig. U.S.) 
trunk or branch in a river, etc. interfering 
with navigation; hence gen. obstacle XIX. 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. snaghyrndr 
sharp-pointed (axe), Norw. dial. snag, 
snage sharp point, spike, Ice!. snagi peg). 

snail sneil gasteropod housed in a shell. 
OE. snmg(e)l, sneg(e)l = OS. snegil, MLG. 
sneil, OHG. snegil (LG. snagel), ON. 
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SNAKE 

snigill, f. "'snag-, "'sneg-, rei. to 1\IILG. 
snigge, OHG. snecko (G. schnecke); cf. -LE'. 

snake sneik reptile of the order Ophidia. 
OE. snaca = MLG. snake, ON. sndkr, 
sn6kr (Sw. snok, Da. snag); rei. to OHG. 
snahhan (G. dial. schnaacken) crawl, and 
further to Ir. snaighim I crawl. 

snap sn>ep quick or sudden bite xv, catch, 
effort, sound XVII. So vb. bite quickly or 
suddenly, seize with sudden action XVI; 
break clean; make a cracking sound XVII. 
prob.- (M)LG., (M)Du. snappen seize (cf. 
SNACK vb.), speak hastily; but partly echoic. 
snap- the verb stem has been much used in 
·comb. since XVIII to form terms denoting 
operations or appliances involving the use 
of a catch, a snapping movement, or rapid or 
unexpected action. comp. sna·pDRAGON A. 
antirrhinum XVI (Tusser, Gerard e); B. 
Christmas game of snatching raisins from 
burning brandy XVIII (Swift, Steele); in A 
with fanciful likening of the flower to a 
dragon's mouth, the lips of which suggest 
snapping; in B with suggestion of snatching 
a fiery dragon. 

snare snE<J.I trap consisting of a string with 
a running noose. Late OE. sneara- ON. 
snara = OS. snari (Du. snaar) string, OHG. 
snarahha snare; rei. to MLG. snare harp
string, OHG. snerhan bind, knot, ON. 
snara wind, twist. As applied to the strings 
of gut or rawhide stretched across the lower 
head of a side-drum pro b.- MDu. or MLG. 
snare. Hence snare vb. XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
So synon. snarF snii.Il XIV; see -EL', -LE1

• 

snark snii.Ik imaginary animal invented by 
'Lewis Carroll' (C. L. Dodgson) in 'The 
Hunting of the Snark', 1876. 

snarl• snii.II make an angry sound with 
showing of the teeth. XVI. Extension of 
synon. tsnar (xvr)- (M)LG. snarren = 

MHG. snarren (G. schnarren); cf. MHG. 
snarche(l)n (G. schnarchen); see -LE3• 

snatch sn>etJ make a sudden snap at or 
seizure of. XIII. Hence snatch sb. tcatch, 
hasp ; ttrap, snare XIV; hasty catch, sudden 
grab; short period ; snack; small amount 
xvr. Obscurely rei. to SNACK, and north. 
dial. sneck door-latch (XIV); these imply a 
base "'snak-, repr. by (M)Du. snakken gasp, 
perh. orig. open the jaws suddenly; cf. 
SNAP. 

sneak snik go stealthily, creep furtively. 
xvr (Sh. ; implied in somewhat earlier 
meakish). pro b. of dial. origin; rei. ob
scurely to early ME. snike, OE. snican creep, 
crawl, ON. snikja. 

sneer sni;,.I tsnort XVI ; smile contemp
tuously XVII. Hence sneer sb. XVIII. perh. 
of LDu. origin (cf. NFris. sneer scornful 
remark), sneere scorn. 

sneeze sniz sb. and vb. (make) explosive 
noise to clear the nostrils. Appears first 
(xv) in the form snese as a substitute in 

SNOOD 

printed texts for an original fnese (from 
OE. fnesan), which had become obs. soon 
after 1400, being superseded by nese, 
NEEZE for which snese, sneeze was prob. 
substituted as more expressive. 

snib see SNUB. 
snick snik cut, snip XVIII; (in cricket) cut 

a ball so that it glances off XIX. Deduced 
from tsnick-a-snee, tsnickersnee fight with 
knives (1705), tsnick or snee, rep!. earlier 
tstick or snee (XVII)- Du. steken thrust, 
sTicK, and snee, dial. var. of snijen, snijden 
cut, repr. CGerm. *snipan (OE. snipan, etc., 
Goth. sneipan). 

snider snai·d;>J breech-loading rifle in
vented by Jacob Snider (died r86o). 

sniff snif draw air through the nose audibly. 
XIV. imit. ; cf. next. 

snift snift (dial.) sniff. XIV; implied in 
synon. (dial.) snifter (see -ER1); perh.
MSw. snypta, or MDa. snyfte, of imit. 
origin. snifting tclack, pipe, valve, through 
which air may be expelled. 

snigger sni•g<JJ laugh in a half-suppressed 
manner. XVIII. var. of snicker (XVII), of 
imit. formation (cf. nicker neigh); see -ER'. 
Hence sb. (xix). 

snip snip tsnap, snatch; cut (up or off). 
XVI. - LG., Du. snippen (cf. G. dial. 
schnippen), of echoic origin (cf. SNAP). 
Hence (or- LDu. forms) snip sb. small 
piece or amount; cut, incision; (hence) 
tailor (B. Janson). XVI. 

snipe snaip bird of the genus Gallinago. 
XIV. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Ice!. myril
snipa, Norw. myr-, strand/snipa). The 
occas. var. tsnippe (xrv--xvn) corr. to 
obscurely rei. (M)LG., MDu. snippe (Du. 
snip), also sneppe, and OHG. snepfa (G. 
schnepfe). flJ The synon. (dial.) snite, OE. 
snite (also wudujsnite) is of unkn. origin. 

snip-snap-snorum snip sn>ep sn5·r<Jm 
round card-game. XVIII. - LG. snipp
snapp-snorum, offanciful coinage. IJ[ Earlier 
tsnape snorum (XVII). 

snite snait see SNIPE. 
snivel sni·vl run at the nose XIV; be in a 
tearful state XVII. repr. OE. *snyflan, 
implied in late snyflung mucus of the nose, 
f. synon. snofl. Cf. LG., Du. snujjelen smell 
out, snuiven sniff, Sw. sniivla, Norw. snuvla, 
Da. snovle, tsnevle. Hence sb. xv; ef. -LE3• 

snob sn<>b (dial.) shoemaker, cobbler; 
t(Cambridge Univ.) townsman XVIII, tone 
with no claim to gentility; one who vul
garly admires, etc., one of superior rank, 
etc. (Thackeray) xrx. Of unkn. origin. 
Hence sno·bbERY, sno·bbiSH1 (Dickens), 
sno·bbiSM (George Eliot). 

snoek snilk (S.Afr.) large edible sea-fish. 
XIX. Du. (cf. SNOOK). 

snood snud hair-band. OE. snod of 
doubtful origin. 



SNOOK 

snook sniik kinds of fish, esp. the sea-pike. 
XVII. - Du. snoek = (M)LG. snok, prob. 
rei. to the base of SNACK. Cf. SNOEK. 

snooker snu:k;J.I game combining pool and 
pyramids. XIX (late). Of unkn. origin. 
Hence snoo·kerED1 having one's object-ball 
covered by another. 

snook(s) snilk(s) derisive gesture with 
thumb to nose (phr. cock a s.). XIX (late). 
Of unkn. origin. 

Snooks snuks (colloq.) hypothetical sur
name of a person not identified or identi
fiable. Of unkn. origin. 

snoop snilp (orig. U.S.) appropriate; go 
about prying. XIX. - Du. snoepen to eat (on 
the sly). 

snooze snilz take a short nap. XVIII. Cant 
word of unkn. origin, perh. suggested by 
snore and doze. 

snore sn5;J.I (dial.) snort; make harsh 
noises in sleep through mouth and nose. 
XIV. f. imit. base *snor-, repr. (with ex
pressive additions) by (M)LG., (M)Du. 
snorken (whence dial. snark XVI, Tindale), 
Du. snorken, and SNORT; cf. also (M)LG. 
snarken, MHG. snarchen (G. sclmarchen), 
beside OE. fm£ran, fni'Erettan snort. 

snorkel sn5·.Ibl, schnorkel Jn5·- under
water breathing device, esp. on a submarine. 
XX. -G. schnorchel (in same sense); cf. G. 
schnarchen to snore. 

snort sn5.It tsnore ; make an explosive 
noise by driving the breath through the 
nostrils. XIV. ult. imit. (cf. prec.); pro b. 
partly alt. of tfnort (in some MSS. of Ch.); 
cf. the history of SNEEZE. 

snot snot (dial.) snuff of a candle XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); mucus of the nose xv. pro b. 
- (M)LG., MDu. snotte, Du. snot, corr. to 
OE. geisnot, OFris. snotta, MHG. snuz (G. 
dial. sclmutz), f. Germ. *snut- (cf. next). 
Hence sno·ttY1 XVI (Levins); .preceded by 
sno·ttiness (Palsgr.). · 

snout snaut telephant's trunk; nose, 
muzzle. XIII. ME. smite- MLG., MDu. 
snfit(e) (Du. snuit), whence MSw. snuta, 
Da. snude, G. schnauze; ult. f. Germ. *snfit-, 
whence also late OE. snjitan clear the nose 
(dial. snite) = (M)LG. snuten, OHG. snuzen 
(G. schneuzen snuff a candle, blow the nose), 
ON. snyta :- *snfitjan (cf. SNOT). 

snow1 snou frozen vapour of the air falling 
in flakes. OE. sntiw = OFris. sne (also 
mod.), OS., OHG. sneo (Du. sneeuw, G. 
schnee), ON. smi!r, snjdr, snj6r, Goth. snaiws 
:- CGerm. *snaiwaz, immed. cogn. with 
Balto-Sl. forms, and Ir. snigid it snows, Av. 
snaezaiti, Olr. snechta, parallel to an IE. 
type without s-, repr. by L. nix, nivis, Gr. 
nipha (ace.) niphds, neiphei it snows, W. nyf. 
Hence snow vb. XIII; rep!. ME. snewe, OE. 
sniwan = MLG. snien, MDu. snfiwen, snien, 
OHG. sniwan (G. schneien) :- WGerm. 
""mizwan; with diff. vowel grade, ON. 

-so 
snjdva, snj6va; cf. comps. and derivs. (most 
of them with Germ. analogues. sno·wBALL1 

XIV; cf. AL. nivenodium; sno·WDROP plant 
Galanthus nivalis XVII (Boyle); sno·wFLAKE 
XVIII; sno·W-SHOE XVII; SnO·W-WATER XII; 
sno·w-WHITE OE. sntiwhwit; sno·wy1 OE. 
sniiwig; analogical str. inflexions, pt. snew, 
pp. snawn, snown, remaining dial., date 
from XIV. 

snow 2 snou small sailing-vessel. xvu. 
- Du. sna(a)uw or LG. snau (whence also 
Sw., Da. snau, G. sclmaue, F., etc. senau). 
Of unkn. origin. 

snub snAb rebuke or reprove sharply XIV 
(Rolle); check, stop (obs. exc. naut.) XVI; 
(dial.) shorten XVIII. -ON. snubba (cf. 
Norw. and Sw. dial. snubba, Da. snubbe cut 
short, make stumpy), rei. to MDa. snibbe, 
MSw. snybba, whence (dial.) snib rebuke 
XIII (Cursor M.); ult. origin unkn. Hence 
adj. short and turned up, in snub-no·se 
and -no·sed adj. XVIII (cf. Norw. dial. 
snubbnos); earlier tsnutnose(d) xvn-xvm, 
tsnatnosed XVI, tsnatted xm-xv. 

snuff1 snAf portion of candle-wick partly 
consumed XIV (Wycl. Bible). Of unkn. 
origin (G. synon. schnuppe does not corr. 
phonetically). Hence snuff vb. remove the 
snuff from xv (preceded by snot (Wycl. 
Bible), later dial., extinguish XVII (sl. intr. 
with out, die xrx). 

snuff2 snAf powdered tobacco for inhaling 
through the nostrils. XVII. - Du. snuj, 
prob. short for snuftabak (so LG. snuv-, 
G. schnupftabak), f. MDu. snuffen snuffie, 
whence Eng. snuff (xvr) inhale through 
the nostrils. 

snufHe snA·fl tsniff at in contempt; smell 
at ; speak or draw air through the nose. xvr. 
prob.- LG., Du. muffelen (whence G. 
schniiffeln), f. imit. base *snuf-, repr. also by 
SNUFF 2, OE. snoffa nausea, snofl catarrh; 
see -LE3 and cf. SNIVEL. 

snug snAg (of a ship) trim, secure against 
bad weather XVI ; in ease or comfort XVII. 
First in naut. use and prob. of LDu. origin 
(cf. LG. snugger, snogger slender, smooth, 
dainty, smart, Du. snuggher, snoggher 
slender, slim, active (mod. snugger lively, 
sprightly), but the meanings are not close. 
Hence (see -LE3) snuggle snA·gl lie snug 
or close. XVII. 

so sou in such a manner; in that way; to 
that extent. OE. swa, lengthened swti (also 
swi'E, swe, se), corr.,. with variations, to 
OFris. sa, so, OS. so:, OHG. so, suo (Du. 
zoo, G. so), ON. svd, Goth. swa (also swe), 
rei. to OL. suad so, Oscan svai, svae if, swti 
and, Gr. hOs (:- *sros) as, h6p(p)os (:-*srod
pos) how. Cf. ALSO, AS, SUCH. 

-so sou adv. attached to wh- prons. and 
advs., and how, e.g. ME. hwa so whoso, 
hwer so whereso (reduced forms of OE. 
swti hwti swti, swti hwtEr swti, etc.), rep!. gen. 
by -ever (whoever, wherever) and -SOEVER. 
Cf. -SOME3• 



SOAK 

soak souk steep (trans. and intr.) OE.; 
permeate thoroughly XIV; percolate xv. 
OE. socian, carr. to WFlem. soken, zoken, 
rei. to OE. soc sucking at the breast, f. *suk-, 
wk. grade of OE. siican sucK. t.lf In OE. 
perh. only a colloq. word, which could ac
count for its non-appearance in early ME. 

soap soup substance composed of certain 
oils and fats used for cleansing. OE. sdpe = 
(M)LG. sepe, MDu. seepe (Du. zeep), 
OHG. seipha, seija (G. seife) :- WGerm. 
*saipo (ON. sdpa is prob. from ()E.), 
whence Finnish saip(p )io, saip(p )ua, Lappish 
saipu, and L. sdpo(n-), credited to Gaul by 
Pliny, whence (O)F. savon, Pr. sab6, Sp. 
jab6n, It. sapone, Rum. sdpun. Hence vb. 
XVI. 

soar s5a.I fly upwards. XIV (Ch.). 
Aphetic- {O)F. essorer (used refl.) = Pr. 
eisaurar raise into the air, It. (of hawks) 
sorare :-Rom. *exaurdre, f. L. exEx- 1 +aura 
air in motion (see AURA). 

sob s;:>b catch the breath convulsively. XII. 
First evidenced in easterly texts ('Vices and 
Virtues', 'Havelok', 'Ayenbite of Inwyt') 
and perh. of LDu. origin (cf. WFris. sobje, 
Du. dial. sabben suck). 

sober sou·ba.I temperate in food or drink 
(R. Mannyng); not drunk or drunken 
(Wycl. Bible, Trevisa) ; grave, serious, 
sedate (PPI., Ch., Gower); subdued in tone 
XVI (Sh.); restrained in thought, etc. XVII. 
- (O)F. sobre = Sp., It. sobrio- L. sobrius )( 
ebrius (see EBRIETY, INEBRIATE). So 
sobriETY sobrai-iti. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

sobriquet, soubr:iquet sou·brikei, sii·
nickname. XVII. - F. sobriquet, earlier 
soubriquet (xv); identical with soubriquet 
{xiv) tap under the chin, perh. for 
*souzbequet, f. souz (:- L. subtus) under + 
bee BEAK. 

socage s<J·kid3 (hist.) tenure by service 
other than knight-service, as by attendance 
at the court held by the superior in vittue 
of his right of soke. XIV. -AN. socage (AL. 
socdgium), f. soc; see SOKE, -AGE. 

soccer s<J·k::~.I see -ER6
• 

sociable sou·J::~bl marked by inclination for 
companionship. XVI. - F. sociable or L. 
sociiibilis, f. socidre unite, ASSOCIATE, f. 
socius companion, ally, fellow; see -ABLE. 
So sociabi-liTY. xv. sociAL1 sou·J::~l 
tallied, occurring between allies ; marked 
by mutual intercourse XVI ; pert. to human 
society XVIII (the popularization of this 
sense was due partly to the title of J. J. 
Rousseau's 'Le contrat social', I762)
(O)F. social or L. socidlis allied, con
federate, companionable, sociable, (Ovid) 
conjugal, f. socius; the L. adj. was used by 
Grotius and Puffendorf in jus naturale 
sociale natural social law. So so·cialrsM 
political doctrine and practice of social 
organization by which production and ad
ministration of all resources are controlled 
by the community, 1839. -F. socialisme 

SODALITY 

(1832); cf. It. antisocialismo (Giacomo 
Giuliana, 1803). so·ciahsT (1827, R. 
Owen). society sosai-iti A. (living in) 
association XVI (Elyot, More); aggregate of 
persons living together XVII ; B. collection 
of persons forming a community XVI. 
- (O)F. societe ~ Sp. sociedad, It. societa 
- L. societas, -tat-, f. socius; see -ITY, 
-TY 2• societA"RIAN pert. to society or its 
organization XIX (1822, Lamb); cf. F. 
societaire (xvm). sociology sousi<J·lad3i 
science dealing with human society. XIX. 
-F. sociologie (Auguste Comte, 1830), 
irreg. f. (see -0-) L. socius. t.lf Grotius used 
modL. socialista, and socialistus was applied 
later to adherents of his. 

Socinian sousi·ni::~n (pert. to) a member of 
a heretical sect denying the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. XVII. -modL. Socinidnus, f. Socinus, 
latinization of Soz(z)ini, surname of two 
It. theologians of XVI. 

sock1 s;:>k t light shoe OE. ; half-hose xrv; 
shoe worn by comic actors on the Greek 
and Roman stage xvr. OE. socc, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. socke (Du. zok), OHG. 
soch (G. socke), ON. sokkr; Germ.- L. 
soccus- Gr. sukkhos, sukkhds, which may be 
of Oriental origin, but their connexions are 
obscure. 

sock2 s;:>k (sl.) blow, beating; also vb. xvn. 
Of unkn. (perh. echoic) origin. 

sock3 s;:>k (Eton School sl.) eatables. xrx. 
Of unkn. origin. 

socket s<J·kit tlance- or spear-head of the 
form of a ploughshare XIII ; cavity to receive 
an object fitting into it xv- AN. soket, dim. 
of (O)F. soc ploughshare (thought to be of 
Celtic origin) after AL. vomerulus (Matthew 
Paris xm), dim. of L. vomer ploughshare; 
see -ET. 

socle s<J·kl plain block or plinth serving as 
a pedestal. XVIII. - F. socle- It. zoccolo 
prop. wooden shoe, repr. L. sacculus, dim. 
of saccus SOCK1• 

sod1 s;>d piece of grass-grown earth. xv. 
- (M)LG. sode, MDu. sode (Du. zode) = 
OFris. sdtlza, sdda, of unkn. origin. 

sod • s<Jd gross term of abuse for a male 
person; also in milder use. XIX. sl. shorten
ing of SODOMITE. 

soda sou•d;) sodium carbonate. XVI. 
- medL. soda (whence F. soude, Sp., It. 
soda), perh. back-formation f. soddnum 
glasswort, based on Arab. ~udae. headache 
(for which the plant, containing soda, was 
used as a remedy), f. sadao. split. Hence 
sodium sou·diam (chem.) metal forming 
the base of soda. XIX (H. Davy 1807). 

sodalite sou·d;}lait (min.) greenish-blue 
silicate of aluminium and sodium. xrx. f. 
SODA+·LITE. 

sodality soudre·liti religious guild for 
mutual help, etc. XVI. -F. or L., f. sodiilis 
member of a brotherhood or corporation ; 
see -ITY. 



SODDEN 

sodden s:J"dn tboiled XIII; tdull, stupid, 
expressionless XVI ; saturated with moisture 
XIX, pp. of SEETHE. 

sodomy s;J·d<>mi unnatural sexual inter
course, esp. between males. XIII (RGlouc.). 
- medL. sodomia (whence also (O)F. 
sodomie XIV, Sp. sodomia, It. sodomia), for 
ChrL. pecciitum Sodomfticum (Jerome), So
domita libido (Prudentius) sin, lust ofSodom, 
f. Sodoma (Gr . .E&Ilop.a, Heb. S'dom) the city 
of Sodom in Palestine the wickedness and 
destruction of which are recorded in Gen. 
xviii-xix. So so·domiTE one who commits 
sodomy XIV; inhabitant of Sodom xv. 
- (O)F. sodomite -late L. Sodomita, Gr. 
Sodomites; see -ITE. 

soever soue·v<>l poet. soe'er sOU£;}'l so+ 
EVER used with generalizing or emphatic 
force. XVI, hence as a var. of -ever, as in 
whosoever, whensoever, wheresoever; so (dial.) 
some·ver, -some·ver see -so, -SOME3• 

sofa sou·f<> in the East, dais furnished with 
cushions and carpets XVII (Purchas); long 
stuffed couch XVIII. ult. - Arab. ~uffah, 
through Eur. langs., F. soja, tsopha, etc. 

soffit s;J·fit (arch.) under surface or ceiling 
of an architrave, etc. XVII. Earliest forms 
soffita, -ito, later sof(f)ite, soffit- F. soffite or 
It. soffito, -ita :- *suffictu-s, -icta, for L. 
suffixus (see SUFFIX). 

soft silft A. agreeable OE. ; B. gentle, mild 
x.II; C. impressionable, compliant XIII (silly, 
Simple XVII); presenting a yielding surface 
XIII. Late OE. softe agreeable, comfortable, 
luxurious, rep!. earlier mutated sefte = 
OFris. sefte, OS. siifti, OHG. semfti (UG. 
tsenft) :- WGerm. *samfti; the un-mutated 
form, due to influence from the adv. (OE. 
softe, etc.), is paralleled in MLG. sachte, 
safte, LG. sacht, MDu. sachte, safte (Du. 
zacht), (M)HG. sanft; f. WGerm. *samft-, 
referred by some to the base *sam- of SEEM. 
Hence softEN6 si>·fn. XIV (Ch.). 

soggy S;J'gi (dial., U.S.) swampy. xvm. 
f. dial. sog marsh+-YI. 

soho souhou· (orig. in hunting) call to 
direct attention to a hare. XIII. In earliest 
use varying with howe, he howe, here howe, 
howe here. 

soi-disant swadiza self-styled XVIII; pre
tended XIX. F., soi oneself(:- L. se), disant, 
prp. of dire say (see DICTION). 

soiF soil (piece of) ground or earth, land, 
country; ground as cultivated. XIV. First in 
several senses from west-midi. texts. 
-AN. soil land, perh. repr. L. solium seat 
(whence F. seuil threshold), by assoc. with 
solum (F. sol) ground. 

soil • soil tmuddy place ; stretch of water as 
r~fuge for a hunted animal xv; stain, pollu
tion XVI; filth, ordure (as in night-soil) xvii. 
- OF. *soille, souille (mod. souille muddy 
place, (dial.) souil pond, ordure), f. souiller 
SOIL3

• 

SOLANDRA 

soiP soil A. defile, pollute XIII; sully, 
tarnish XVI; B. take to water or marshy 
ground xv. -OF. soill(i)er, suill(i)er (mod. 
souiller) = Pr. solhar, Cat. sullar :- Rom. 
*suculare, f. L. suculus, -ula, dim. of sus 
sow1 • 

soil4 soil (dial.) feed (cattle) with green 
fodder, orig. for purgation. xvn. perh. a 
use of SOIL 3 • 

soiree swii•rei evening party. XIX. F., f. 
soir evening :- L. serum late hour, n. of 
serus late ( cf. SINCE). 

sojourn S;J'd3<>~n, SA'd3<>~n reside, stay. 
XIII (S.Eng. (Leg). ME. sorjourni, soiourni 
-OF. sorjorner, sojorner tmod. sejourner) = 
Pr. sojornar, It. soggiornare :-Rom. *sub
diurniire 'spend the day', f. L. sub- SUB-+ 
late L. diurnum day (cf. JOURNAL). So so·
journ sb. XIII. -AN. su(r)jurn, OF. sojor, 
etc. (mod. sejour), f. the vb. 

soke souk right of local jurisdiction; area 
of this. XIV. - medL. soca- OE. socn attack, 
resort, right of prosecution or jurisdiction, 
administrative district = ON. s6kn attack, 
prosecution, concourse, parish, Goth. 
sokns search, inquiry:- Germ. *sokniz, f. 
*sok- (see SEEK). The full form so·ken is 
also used for jurisdictional district (locally, 
as by Ch., for resort to a particular mill). 

sol' S;Jl sun; (alch.) gold XIV (Ch.); (her.) or 
XVII, - L. sol SUN, 

soP s;Jl (mus.) sth note of Guido's hexa
chords and hence of the octave. XIV. See 
GAMUT. Hence solfa s;J]fii· set of syllables 
(do, re, mi, fa, etc.) sung to the notes of the 
major scale XVI; as vb., rep!. tsolf(e) XIV, 
surviving in Sc. sowff (XVIII) hum or whistle 
(a tune) softly- (O)F. solfier; cf. Sp. solfear. 
So solfeggio S;J!fe·d3iou exercise in which 
the solfa is employed. XVIII. It., f. solfeggiare. 
solmization s;J]maizei·J<>n solfa-ing. xvm. 
-F., f. solmiser, f. sol soL 2 + mi MI. See 
-IZE, -ATION. 

sola sou·l<> L. sola, of females, solitary, 
= SOLE 3

• XVIII. It. (comm.) single bill- L. 
fern. of solus SOLE 3 ; see -A1. 

solace s;J·l;}s consolation or means of it; 
tdelight, amusement. xm. -OF. solas, 
-atz (mod. dial. soulas) = Pr. solatz, Sp. 
solaz, It. solazzo :- L. solatium, f. sO/ari 
relieve, console. So so· lace vb. XIII.- OF. 
solacier (med. dial. soulasser); cf. It. 
solazzare, medL. solatiare, etc. 

solan sou·l<>n gannet. xv. In earliest use 
Sc.; prob. f. ON. sula gannet + and-, Qnd 
duck (see DRAKE). 

solander sou·lrend<>~ box made in the form 
of a book to contain botanical specimens, 
etc. XVIII. f. name of D. C. Solander, Sw. 
botanist (1736-82). 

solandra soulre·ndr<> genus of tropical 
Amer. shrubs. XVIII. modL., f. name of 
D. C. Solander; see prec. and -AI, 



--------------------------------------

SOLANUM 

solanum soulei·n;}m nightshade. xvr. 
- L. solanum, f. sol soL1• solanA'CEoc:s. 
XIX. 

solar sou·l;}.r pert. to the sun. xv. - L. 
soliiris, f. sol soL1 ; see -AR and cf. F. solaire, 
etc. So solarium soule;}·ri;}m sundial; 
apartment or area exposed to the sun. XIX ; 
cf. SOLLAR and see -IUM. 

soldan so·ldan see SULTA:«. 

solder so·lda.r, sou·lda.r, so·da.r, s5·da.r fusible 
alloy used for uniting metal surfaces. XIV. 
Early forms soudur, soudre, sazudere (cf. 
SAWDER), sod(d)er- (O)F. soudure, f. souder, 
tsolder (whence tsold vb. XIV) = Pr. soudar, 
Sp. soldar, Olt. sodare :- L. solidiire fasten 
together, f. solidus SOLID. Hence vb. xv. 

soldier sou·ld3a.r one serving in an mmy 
for pay. XIII (Cursor M.). Early forms 
sazuder, -iour, sozudier, -iour, souldeour, 
w(l)diour- OF. soud(i)er, saudier, so(l)dier 
(cf. medL. solidarius), f. sou(l)de (whence 
tsold sb. XIV) pay = Pr. sol, Sp. sueldo, It., 
Pg. soldo :- L. solidus gold coin of imperial 
times, sb. use (sc. nummus coin) of solidus 
SOLID j see -IER2

• 

sole1 soul under-surface of the foot XIV; 
bottom of a boot or shoe ; tfoundation ; sill 
xv; lower part, bottom XVII. Late OE. 
*solu or *sole (in miswritten pl. solen), corr. 
to OS., OHG. sola (Du. zool, G. sohle)
popL. *sola (whence also OF. suele, Pr. 
mla, Sp. suela, It. suola, whence F. sole), 
for L. solea sandal, sill (see also next), f. 
solum bottom, pavement, sole of the foot. 

sole2 soul flatfish Solea vulgaris (solea). 
XIV. - (O)F. sole- Pr. sola = Sp. suela 
whence It. soglia, Pg. sollza :- Rom. *sola 
for L. solea, identical with prec., the fish 
being so named because of its shape. 

sole3 soul single, unmarried (surviving in 
FEME sole) XIV (Ch.); alone, solitary xv; one 
and only XV; exclusive XVI. Late ME. 
soul( e)- OF. soul-e (mod. seul-e) = Pr. sol, 
Sp., It. solo :- L. solus alone, sole. Cf. 
CONSOLE, DESOLATE. 

solecism so·lisizm violation of good 
grammar or good manners; impropriety. XVI. 
- F. solecisme or L. solcecismus - Gr. soloi
kism6s, f. s6loikos using incorrect syntax, 
guilty of grammatical impropriety, said by 
ancient writers (Strabo, etc.) to refer to the 
corruption of the Attic dialect by Athenian 
colonists at Soloi in Cilicia; see -ISM. 

solemn so·lam accompanied with cere
mony; grave, serious. XIV. ME. solem(p)ne 
-OF. solem(p)ne (superseded by solennel), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. solemne, It. solenne- L. 
sollemnis, -ennis, -empnis celebrated cere
monially and at a fixed date, festive, 
customary, f. sollus whole, entire, said by 
Festus to be an Oscan word ; the terminal 
el. is unexpl. So solemniTY sole·mniti. 
XIII (S.Eng. Leg., Cursor M.). - OF. 
solem(p )nite (mod. solennite) ;.,. L sollem(p )-

SOLIPSISM 

nitiis. solemniZE so·lamnaiz. XIV (Wycl.). 
-OF. solemniser- medL. so:lemnizA·TION. 
XV. 

solen sou·lan razor-fish. XVII. - L. solen 
- Gr. solifn channel, pipe, ~yringe, shellfish. 

solfa, solfeggio see soL2. 

solfatara solfatii-ra volcanic vent exhaling 
sulphurous vapour. xvnr. f. name of a 
sulphurous volcano near Naples, Italy. 
f. soljo SULPHUR. 

solferino solbri·nou bright crimson dye
colour rosaniline. XIX. f. Soljerino, name 
of a town in Italy, where a battle was fought 
in 1859· t1f Cf. for circumstances of origin 
MAGENTA, STEE:«KIRK. 

solicit S;}li·sit A. tdisturb, trouble xv; 
tentreat, petition, incite XVI; B. tmanage, 
attend to (affairs) xv; turge, plead; sue for; 
also intr. xvr. - (O)F. solliciter, corr. to Pr. 
sollicitar, etc. - L. sollicitiire stir, agitate, 
harass, vex, seduce, entice, (medL.) look 
after, f. sollicitus agitated, f. sollus whole, en
tire (cf. SOLEMN)+citus put in motion, pp. of 
ciere (see CITE). So solicitA·TION tmanage
ment, transaction XV; entreaty XVI. - (O)F. 
- L. soli·ciToR1 tinstigator, fmanager, 
agent, deputy xv (Lydg.); agent in a court 
of law XVI. - (O)F. solliciteur tone who 
takes charge of business, etc., f. solliciter; 
cf. late L. sollicitiitor. soli·citoc:s troubled, 
anxious, careful. XVI. f. L. sollicitus. soli·ci
TUDE. XV. - (O)F. - L. 

solid so· lid free from empty spaces)( hollow 
XIV (Ch.); of three dimensions xv; of dense 
consistency; firm and substantial XVI. 
- (O)F. solide (corr. to Sp., It. solido), or 
L. solidus, rei. to salvus SAFE, sollus whole 
(cf. prec.). Also sb. xv, after F. solide, L. 
solidum, sb. use of n. adj. Hence soli·diTY 
xvi - L. ; cf. F. solidite. So solidariTY 
solidao·riti the being fully at one in interests, 
etc. XIX. - F. solidarite, orig. in legal use 
(xvm), f. solidaire (XVI; whence so·lidARY 
joint and several XIX), f. solide, after L. phr. 
in solidum for the whole, in toto. solidu·n
guLATE2 XIX, -u·ngulous XVII (Sir T. 
Browne) soliped; L. ungula hoof, f. unguis 
NAIL. 

solifidian sou!ifi·di;}n (theol.) one who 
holds that faith alone is sufficient for 
justification. XVI. - modL. solifidius, f. L. 
soli-, comb. form of solus SOLE 3 +fides 
FAITH; see -IAN. 

soliloquy S;}li-lakwi talking aloud to one
self. xvn. -late L.soliloquium (Augustine), 
f. soli-, solus SOLE 3 +loqui speak (see Locu
TIO:-<). Hence soli-loquiZE. xvm. 

soliped, -pede so·liped, -pid animal with 
uncloven hoof. xvn (Sir T. Browne). 
- F. solipede or modL. soliped, -pes, for L. 
solidipes, f. solidus BOLIDt pes FOOT. 

solipsism so·lipsizm (philos.) theory that 
the self is the only object of knowledge. 
XIX. f. L. solus SOLE 3 -fipse self-+-ISM. 



SOLITARY 

solitary s<>·lit;Jri alone; marked by solitude. 
xrv. - L. solitiirius, f. solitiis solitariness, f. 
solus SOLE3 ; see -ITY, -ARY. So solitaire 
s<>· lit£;J.I recluse; precious stone set by 
itself; game to be played by one person ; 
loose necktie. xvm. - (O)F. solitaire. 
so·lituDE. XIV (Ch.; not frequent before 
XVII).- (O)F. or L. 

sollar s<>·l::u upper room. XIII (Cursor M.). 
-AN. soler, OF. solier = Pr. solar, It. 
solaio :- L. solarium sundial, gallery, ter
race, f. sol soL1 ; not continuous with OE. 
solor = OS. soleri, OHG. solliri (Du. 
zolder, G. soller), WGerm. adoption of the 
L. word; see -AR. 

solleret s<>·l;Jret in the armour of xrv-xv, 
a shoe of steel plates. XIX. -OF. sol(l)eret, 
dim. of sol(l)er (mod. sottlier) = Pr. sotlar 
:- medL. subteliiris (sc. calceus shoe), f. 
late L. subtel arch of the sole; see -ET. 

solmization see SOL 2 • 

solo sou·lou (mus.) part to be sung or 
played by one performer alone. XVII. - It. 
solo:- L. solu-s SOLE3• Hence so·lorsT. xrx; 
cf. F. soliste. 

solstice s<>·lstis time at which the sun is 
furthest from the equator and appears to 
stand still before returning. XIII.- (O)F. 
solstice- L. solstitium, f. sol SOL 1 + stit-, 
var. of stat- (as in STATIO:>~). 

soluble s<>·ljubl tfree from constipation 
xrv; capable of being melted or dissolved 
xv; solvable XVIII. - (O)F. soluble -late L. 
soliibilis, f. solvere loosen, SOLVE; see next, 
-BLE. So soluTION s<lPii• f<ln solving; 
explanation (Barbour); dissolving (Gower) 
XIV; breach XVI. - (O)F.- L. 

solve s<>lv "tloosen, unbind x:v; explain, 
clear up; clear off (a debt) xvr. - L. solvere 
unfasten, free, pay (whence Sp. solver, It. 
solvere), for *seluere, f. *se SE-+luere pay(see 
LOOSE). So so· I VENT able to pay; dissolving 
(also sb.) XVII. - prp. of L. solvere. 

somatic soumre·tik pert. to the body. 
xvm. -Gr. somatik6s, f. soma(t-) body; 
see -rc. So so·mato-, comb. form of Gr. 
soma. 

sombre s<>·mba.r marked by gloom XVIII; 
dark in colour xrx. - (O)F. sombre, adj. use 
of OF. sb. ( = Cat., Sp., Pg. sombra shade), 
first in sombre coup 'dark blow', bruise, based 
on Rom. subombriire (cf. Pr. sozombrar, 
solombrar shade), f. L. sub SUB- 5 +umbra 
shade, shadow (cf. UMBRAGEOUS). 

sombrero s<>mbre;J·rou "t0riental umbrella 
xvr; broad-brimmed hat xvm. - Sp. 
sombrero (in full sombrero de sol), f. sombra 
shade (see prec.). 

some SAm, (unstr.) sam ta certain; one or 
other; a certain amount or number of; also 
as sb. or pron. OE. sum = OFris., OS., 
OHG. sum, ON. sumr, Goth. sums :
CGerm. *sumaz :-IE. *'s1{1mos, the base 
of which is repr. also by Gr. hamOs some-

SON 

how, ham6then from some place, oudlam6s 
none, Skr. samds, Av. hamo some, every, 
Arm. amen every, all. (Cf. SAME.) comps. 
So·meBO!DY, -ONE XIV, so·meHOW XVIII, 
so·meTHING OE., so·meTIME XIII, -TIMES 
XVI, so·meWHAT, ·WHERE XII (Orm). tJf The 
word has had greater currency in Eng. than 
in other Germ. langs., in some of which it is 
now restricted to dial. use or repr. only in 
derivs., e.g. Du. sommige some, certain, 
somtijds, somwijlen sometimes, G. dial. 
sum, summige. 

-some1 S<lm suffix repr. OE. -sum = OFris. 
-sum, rei. by gradation to OS., OHG. -sam 
(Du. -zaam, G. -sam), ON. -samr, Goth. 
*-sams (in voc. pl. lustusamans longed-for), 
added to sbs., adjs., and vbs., to form adjs. 
denoting a quality, condition, temperament, 
etc. of a character expressed or implied by 
the first el. Of the OE. formations 1uinsome 
remains in literary use, longsome, lovesome 
are arch. or dial. ; many others are of ME. 
age, as cumbersome, fulsome, gladsome, 
handsome, noisome, wholesome; later are 
quarrelsome (Sh.), tiresome. In buxom and 
lissom the suffix is disguised. 

-some2 s;Jm repr. OE. sum soME, used after 
g. pl. of a numeral, as fiftena sum (being) 
one of (a company of) fifteen, surviving in 
descriptions of games or contests in which 
persons of the number designated take part, 
as twosome, threesome, foursome. 

-some3 s;Jm later var. of -sum, repr. Scand. 
rei. adv. sum, som, surviving in dial. 
-somever, equiv. to -SOEVER, e.g. whatsomever. 

somersault sA·ma.rs/Jlt leap in which the 
person turns heels over head. XVI. (Also 
occas. tsombersalt) - OF. sombresau(l)t, alt. 
of sobresault (whence Eng. tsobersault 
XVI-XVII), mod. soubresaut - Pr. *sobresaut 
= Sp. sobresalto, f. sabre (:- L. suprii) 
above+saut (:- L. saltu-s) leap; see SUPRA-, 
SALTATION. Further alt. to somer-, summer
set (xvi). tJf xvr-xvii sp. also -saut. The 
sp. with l, after F. -sault, influenced the 
pronunc. Cf. FAULT. 

somnambulism s<>mnre·mbjulizm walking 
in one's sleep. XVIII. f. L. somnus sleep (cf. 
INSOMNIA) + ambufiire walk (see AMBLE) + 
ISM. So somna·mbulrsT, somnambulA·
TION XVIII. 

somni- comb. form of somnus sleep, as in 
somni·FEROUS XVII, somni•FJC XVIII. 

somnolent s<>·mnalant inclining to sleep 
xv; inclined to sleep xvr. - F. somnolent 
(tsomp-) or L. somnolentus, f. somnus (see 
prec.). So so·mnolENCE. xrv (Ch.). 

son sAn male child in relation to his parents, 
'filius'. OE. sunu = OFris., OS., OHG. 
sunu (Du. zoon, G. sohn), ON. sunr, sonr, 
Goth. sunus :- CGerm. *sunuz, rei. more 
immed. to Balto-Sl. and Indo-Iran. forms 
(OS!. synu, Skr. sunm), and remotely 
to Oir. suth (:- *sutu) offspring, Skr. sutds 
and Gr. huius, hui6s (:- *suju-s) son. Cf. 
BROTHER. 



SONANT 

sonant sou·n;Jnt (phon.) uttered with voice. 
XIX. - L. sonant-, -tins, prp. of sontire 
sound; see SOUND 3 • 

sonata s:ma•t;J (mus.) tpiece of instrumental 
music )( cantata; now, one for the piano
forte, consisting of three or four movements. 
XVII. - It. sonata, fern. pp. of sonare 
SOUND 2 • 

song S;>IJ singing; that which is stmg. 
OE. sang (song) = OFris. sang, song, OS. 
sang (Du. zang), OHG. sane (G. sang), ON. 
spngr, Goth. saggws :- CGerm. "'sar;gwaz, 
f. "'sar;gw- "'ser;gw- SING. Hence so·ngSTER 
singer. OE. sangestre; whence so·ngstrEss1 • 

sonorous s;Jn5·r;Js giving out a deep or 
strong sound. XVII. f. L. sonorus, f. sonar-, 
sonor sound; see SOUND 3 , -ous. 

sonnet s:>·nit (pros.) tshort poem; poem of 
fourteen ro-syllable (five-stress) lines with 
a particular rhyme-pattern variously ar
ranged. XVI (sonet). - F. sonnet or its 
source It. sonetto, dim. of suono SOUND 3 ; 

see -ET. Hence sonnetEE·R1 • XVII; partly 
- It. sonettiere. 

sonsy s;>·nsi ·lucky, fortunate XVI; buxom, 
comely and pleasant XVIII. orig. Sc., Ir. and 
north. dial.; f. (dial.) sonse (XIV) abundance, 
prosperity- Ir., Gael. sonas good fortune, 
f. sona fortunate, happy; see -Y1. 

soon sun within a short time (timme
diately, at once). OE. sona = OFris. son, 
OS. stino, stin(a), OHG. stin(o) :- WGerm. 
"'sreno (obs. in nearly all Continental 
langs.), perh. rel. to Goth. suns immediately. 

soot sut black carbonaceous deposit from 
the burning of wood, etc. OE. sot = MLG. 
sOt (G. dial. sott), MDu. soet, (also mod. 
dial.) zoet, ON. sot :-Germ. "'sotam 'that 
which settles', with Balto-Sl. and Ir. cogns. ; 
f. IE. "'sod- *sed- SIT. For the standard 
pronunc. cf. book, shook ; for the vulgar SAt 
cf. blood, flood. Hence soo·tY1• XIII. 

sooth sup (arch. as in in (good) s., s. to say) 
truth. OE. sop = OS. soo, f. corr. adj. OE. 
sop = OS. soo, ON. sannr, saor :-Germ. 
"'sanpaz :- IE. *sontos, rel. to Goth. *sunjis 
true (in fern. sunja) :- IE. *stztyos; with 
Indo-Iran. cogns. (cf. Skr. satyds). So 
soo·thfast truthful, faithful, veracious. Cf. 
OE. sopfmst; exc. in Sc. legal use not evi
denced from xvn until revived by Scott 
c. r8os. soothsayer su·psei:;J.I tone who 
speaks the truth; one who claims to foretell 
the future XIV; so pseegmi tell the truth; 
cf. OE. sopsagu truth, history; sayer agent
noun of SAY. 

soothe sul'l tprove to be true OE. ; tdeclare 
to be true ; confirm, encourage ; tplease or 
flatter by assent ; t gloss over XVI ; calm, 
mollify XVII; allay, assuage XVIII. OE. 
(ge)so]Jian, f. so]J sooTH; cf. ON. sanna 
assert, prove. 

sop s:>p piece of bread, etc. dipped in 
liquid OE. ; milksop XVII. Late OE. sopp, 

SORCERER 

corr. to MLG. soppe, OHG. sop fa bread and 
milk, ON. soppa (a foreign word), prob. f. 
wk. grade of the base of OE. supan SUP (cf. 
OE. sopa draught). So sop vb. dip in 
liquid OE. soppian (thereafter not till XVI 
f. the sb.); drench, soak XVII; become wet 
XIX. so·ppiNG 2 soaked, soaking wet XIX. 
so·ppy1 tfull of sops xvn; (colloq.) 
foolishly sentimental XIX. 

soph s:>f abbrev. of SOPHISTER (XVII) and 
SOPHOMORE (XVIII). 

sophism s:>·fizm specious but fallacious 
argument. XIV. ME. sophime, -eme- OF. 
sophime (also mod. sophisme after L. and 
Gr. to which the Eng. form was later assim.) 
- L. sophisma- Gr. s6phisma clever device, 
trick, argument, f. sophizesthai devise, f. 
sophos wise, clever; see -ISM. So so·phisT 
xvr.- L. sophistes- Gr. so·phistER1 sophist. 
XIV (Wycl., PPl., Trevisa). sophi·stic. XVI, 
-ICAL. XV (Caxton). sophistiCATE3 S;Jfi·sti
keit tadulterate XIV (Maund.); corrupt, 
pervert, falsify, as by debasing admixture 
xvn. sophisticA·TroN c.r4oo. -OF. or 
medL. so·phistRY specious or fallacious 
reasoning. XIV. - OF. sophistrie (mod. 
-erie) or medL. sophistria. 

sophomore s:>·fi:im5;J.I at universities (now 
U.S.) student in his second year. XVII. 
Earlier sophumer (-ER1), beside prp. sophum
ing, f. sophum, obs. var. of SOPHISM. 

sophy sou·fi (hist.) shah. XVI. - Pers. 
fafi surname of the ruling dynasty of Persia 
from c.rsoo to c.r736, derived from the 
Arab. epithet fafi-ud-din ('purity of religion') 
given to an ancestor of Ismail Safi, founder 
of the dynasty. 

sopite soupai-t put to sleep XVI ; put an end 
to xvn. f. sopit-, pp. stem of L. sopire 
deprive of sense or consciousness, f. sopor 
deep sleep, f. IE. "'sup- *swep- (see SWEVEN). 
So sopori·FEROUS soup;Jri·f;Jr;Js, s;>p
producing sleep. xvr. -L. soporifer. sopori·
FIC. XVII. 

soprano S;Jprii·nou highest singing voice in 
women and boys. XVIII. - It. soprano, f. 
sopra above; see SUPRA-, -AN. 

sorb s5.Jb (fruit of) the service tree XVI; 
rowan XVIII. - F. sorbe or L. sorbus service 
tree, sorbum service berry. 

Sorb s5Jb member of Slavonic race in
habiting Lusatia, E. Saxony. XIX. -G. 
Sorbe, var. of Serbe SERB. 

sorbet s5·.Ibit sherbet. XVI. - F. sorbet 
-It. sorbetto- Turk. shorbet- Arab. sharbtit 
pl. drinks; cf. SHERBET. 

sorcerer s5·J:Sar;JJ practiser of sorcery. XVI 
(Tindale, Coverdale). Extension, with -ER1, 

of late ME. sorser- (O)F. sorcier :- Rom. 
•sortitirius, f. sort-, sors lot (SORT); see -ER2• 
So so·rcerESs1• -AN. sorceresse; fem. of 
sorc(i)er. so·rcERY. xm (Cursor M.). 
-OF. sorcerie, f. sorcier. 



SORDES 

sordes s5·.Idiz filthy or feculent matter. 
xvn. - L. sordes pl., rel. to sordere be dirty. 
So so·rdm1 foul, dirty (lit. and fig.) XVI; 
characterized by mean or ignoble motives 
xvn. - F. sordide or L. sordidus, f. sordere. 
See SWART. 

sordine s5·.Idin (mus.) muting device. XVI 
- It. sordina, -ino, f. sordo :- L. surdus deaf, 
mute; see SURD, -INE1• 

sore s5;~.I tbodily suffering, disease; place 
where the skin is broken or inflamed ; tgrief, 
trouble. OE. stir = OFris., OS., OHG. ser 
(Du. zeer, G. tsehr), ON. sdr, Goth. sair 
:- CGerm. •sairam (-az). So sore adj. 
(arch.) painful, grievous; painful, aching, 
(now) with skin inflamed, etc. OE. ; pained, 
distressed XIII. OE. stir = OFris. •ser, 
OS., OHG. ser (bu. zeer, G. sehr), ON. 
sdrr :- Germ. *sairaz (whence Finn. sairas 
sick, ill). sore adv. (arch., dial.) painfully, 
grievously. OE. stire = OFris. sere, OS., 
OHG. sero (Du. zeer, G. sehr greatly, very). 
soreLY 2 OE. sarlice. 

sorex s5·reks shrew-mouse. XVII. L. sorex 
(-ic-), rel. to Gr. hurax mouse. So soriciNE 
so·risain. XVIII (Pennant). - L. soricinus. 

sorghum s5· .tg;~m Indian millet XVI ; 
Chinese sugar cane; genus of grasses XIX. 
- modL. sorghum -It. sorgo (whence F. 
sorgho), perh. :-Rom. •syricum (cf. medL. 
sur(i)cum) Syrian (sc. grtimen grass). 

sorites s5rai·tiz (logic) chain syllogism, in 
which the conclusion is formed of the first 
subject and the last predicate. XVI. - L. 
sorites- Gr. siireites, f. siir6s heap. 

sorner s5•.tn;~.I (Sc.) sponger. xv. f. sorn, 
f. sorren (sorthyn, sorryn XIII-XIV) service 
required of vassals in Scotland and Ireland 
consisting of giving hospitality to the 
superior or his men- Ir. tsorthan free 
quarters. 

sororicide sor5·risaid one who kills his or 
her sister. xvn. f. soror SISTER+-cmE1. So 
soro·ricmE2 the killing of one's sister XVIII. 

sorrel' so·r;~l (leaves of) plant of the genus 
Rumex, having a sour taste. XIV. - OF. 
sorele, surele (mod. dial. surelle), f. sur
Germ. •suraz SOUR; see -EL 2

• 

sorrel" so·ml (horse) of bright chestnut 
colour. XV. -OF. sore[ adj., f. sor yellowish 
= Pr. saur, sor, Sp. sora, It. tsauro- Frank
ish •saur dry; see -EL 2

• 

sorrow so·rou mental pain or distress. 
OE. sorh, sorg = OFris. *sorge, OS. sor(a)ga 
(Du. zorg), OHG. s(w)orga (G. sorge), ON. 
sorg, Goth. saurga; CGerm. sb. of unkn. 
origin, with corr. vb. OE. sorgian, OS. 
sorgon, OHG. sorgen (Du. zorgen, G. sorgen), 
beside ON. syrgja and Goth. saurgan. 
Hence so·rroWFuL1 OE. sorhful; of Germ. 
range. 

sorry so-ri pained at heart OE. ; worthless, 
poor XIII (Gen. & Ex.). OE. siirig = OS., 

SOUGH 

OHG. serag (G. dial. serich) :- WGerm. 
*sairag-, -ig-; f. *sairaz SORE sb.; see -Y1 • 

«:!f ME. sQri xn-xv, sory -xvn, was finally 
assim. to unrelated SORROW. 

sort s5.It kind, species XIV (Wyclif, Gower, 
Ch.); (arch.) manner, way XVI. - (O)F. 
sorte = It. sorta :- CRom. *sorta, alt. of L. 
sors, sort- wooden voting tablet, lot, share, 
fortune, condition, (late) rank (AL. sort, 
kind). So sort vb. tallot; arrange, assort 
XIV; (arch.) agree or associate with XVI. 
-OF. sortir or L. sortiri (f. sors); later f. the 
sb. or aphetic of ASSORT. 

sortie s5·.tti tknot of ribbon XVII; sally by 
a besieged garrison XVIII;- F. sortie a going 
out. 

sortilege s5· .ttilid3 casting of lots. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. sortitege ( = Sp., It. 
sortilegio) - medL. sortilegium, f. sortilegus 
diviner, f. sort-, sors lot (see SORT)+legere 
choose (see LECTION). 

sostenuto sostinu·tou (mus.) in a sustained 
manner. XVIII. It., pp. of sostenere SUSTAIN. 

sot sot tfool OE.; habitual drunkard XVI. 
Late OE. sott- medL. sottus (c.Soo), of 
unkn. origin; reinforced from (O)F. sot. 

sotnia s<>·tni;~ squadron of Cossack cavalry. 
XIX.- Russ. s6tnya hundred, f. s(o)t- (ORuss. 
sut-), rel. to Skr. iatam, L. centum (see 
HUNDRED). 

sotto voce so·tou vou·tJei in a subdued 
voice. XVIIJ. It., i.e. sotto under (:- L. 
subtus), voce VOICE. 

sou su French coin (five centimes). XIX. 
F., sg. form deduced from sous, tsoux, pl. 
of OF. sout :-solidus, sb. use of L. solidus 
SOLID. t]J Earlier forms are soulx, soul XVI
XVII, SOUS, sowse XVI-XIX. 

soubise subi·z tcravat XVIII ; kind of onion 
sauce XIX. f. name of Charles de Rohan 
Soubise (I7IS-87), F. general and courtier. 

soubrette subre·t lady's maid, maid
servant (in a play or opera). XVIII. F.
modPr. soubreto, fern. of soubret coy, f. 
soubra (Pr. sobrar :- L. supertire be above; 
cf. SUPER-). 

soubriquet see SOBRIQUET. 
souchong siiJo·IJ fine variety of black tea. 

XVIII.- Chinese siao chung (Cantonese siu 
chung) small sort. 

souffie su·flei, II sufle light dish made by 
mixing materials with white of egg. XIX. 
- F. soujJU, pp. of soujjler :- L. sujjltire, f. 
sub SUB- 7+fltire BLOW1• 

sough sAf, sau, Sc. sux rushing or mur
muring of the sea. xrv (Ch.). Late ME. 
swo(u)gh, swow, f. swoghe, OE. swogan = 
OS. swogan resound, rel. to OE. swegan 
sound, Goth. ga-, uflswogjan, swiigatjan, 
swegnjan, sigh (see swooN). «:11 From XVI 
chiefly north. dial. until taken up in literary 
use in XIX. 



SOUL 

soul soul tlife, animate existence; spiritual 
or emotional part of man ; disembodied 
spirit of a man OE. ; vital principle xrv; 
essential part of xvr. OE. siiwol, siiw(e)l = 
Goth. saiwala, corr. to OFris. sele, OS. seola 
(Du. ziel), OHG. se(u)la (G. seele), with 
contr. arising from the fall of zv at the be
ginning of a syll. (cf. 0~. sdla, sdl- OE.; 
OSw. sial, siel- OS., whence Finn. sielu, 
Lapp. siello); CGerm. *saiwalo, corr. 
formally to Gr. ai6los quick-moving, easily 
moved (:- *saiwolos), the soul being 
primitively conceived as a fleeting or 
flitting thing. 

sound 1 saund tswimming; tsea, water OE. ; 
swimming-bladder of fish XIV; (from 
Scand.) narrow channel of water xv. OE. 
sund = ON. sund swimming, strait (Norw. 
sund swimming, swimming-bladder, strait, 
ferry, Sw., Da. sund strait) :-Germ. *sun
dam, f. *sum- *swem- SWIM. 

sound 2 saund unhurt, uninjured XII (Orm); 
healthy XIII; based on fact or good grounds 
xv; solid, ample xvr. Early ME. sund, 
aphetic of isund, OE. gesund = OS. gisund 
(Du. gezond), OHG. gisunt (G. gesund) :
WGerm. 111gasunilaz rei. by Kluge to OE. 
swip strong, ON. svinnr intelligent, prudent, 
Goth. swin]>s strong, MHG. geschwinde (G. 
geschwind swift) cf. OFris., MLG., MDu. 
sunt (-d-), whence Sw., Da. sund. Hence 
sound adv. fast asleep XIV. 

sound 3 saund that which is or may be 
heard, auditory effect. xm (Cursor :VI.). 
ME. sun, son, soun- AN. sun, soun, (O)F. 
son = Pr. son, so, Sp. son, Pg. som, It. 
suono :- L. sonu-s (whence also OE. son, 
0~. s6nn). So sound vb. cause to make a 
sound XIII; emit a sound XIV. ME. sune, 
sone, soune- AN. suner, OF. saner (mod. 
sonner) = Pr., Sp. sonar, Pg. soar, It. sonare 
:- L. soniire, f. sonus. (j[ The form with -d 
appears xv, and is established XVI. 

sound4 saund tpenetrate XIV; intr. and 
trans. ascertain the depth of water xv; 
measure or examine as by sounding XVI. 
- (O)F. sander, corr. to Sp., Pg. sondar use 
the sounding-lead :- Rom. *subundiire, f. 
L. sub SUB-+ unda wave (see WATER). So 
sound sb. tact of sounding XVI; (surg.) 
instrument for probing XVIII. 

sounder sau·nd<J.r herd of wild swine. XIV 
(Sir Gawain). -OF. sundre (also mod. dial. 
sonre), of Germ. origin (cf. OE. sunor, corr. 
to Lombard sonar/pair boar, OHG. swaner, 
0~. sonar/blot, -gpltr). 

soup sup liquid food prepared by boiling 
meat and/or vegetables. XVII. - (O)F. 
soupe (i) sop, (ii) broth poured on slices of 
bread= Pr., Sp. sopa, It. zuppa :-late L. 
suppa (Oribasius), f. *suppiire soak, of 
Germ. origin; cf. MLG. soppe, MHG. suppe, 
and SOP, SUP. 

soup~on su·pso slight trace (of). XVIII. F., 

SOVEREIGN 

repr. OF. sou(s)pefon :-late L. suspectio(n-), 
for L. suspicio S"CSPICION. 

sour sau<J.t of tart or acid taste OE. ; 
bitter, extremely distasteful XII; morose, 
peevish xm. OE. szlr = OS., OHG. sur 
(Du. zuur, G. sauer), ON. surr :- CGenn. 
(exc. Goth.) *siiraz, having cogns. in the 
Balto-Slav. langs. Hence sour vb. XIV. 
sou·rNESS. OE. silrnes. 

source s5( <1 ).rs A. trising on the wing ; 
B. fountain-head of a stream; place of origin 
XIV (Ch.). Late ME. sours and sourse- OF. 
sours, sors m. and sourse, (also mod.) source 
fern., sb. uses of m, and fern. pp. of sourdre 
rise, spring = Pr. sorzer, Sp. surgir, It. 
sorgere :- L. surgere rise, SURGE. 

sour-crout sau·;JJkraut. XVII. Angliciza
tion of SA"CERKRAUT; cf. F. choucroutl', 
tsorcrote (xvm)- Alsatian G. surkrut, 
with assim. to chou cabbage. 

souse saus steep (meat, etc.) in pickle XIV 
(Trevisa); plunge in water XV (Malory); 
drench, soak XVI (Wyatt). f. (dial.) souse 
(XIV) pickled meat- OF. sous, souz = Pr. 
soulz, sols- OS. sultia, OHG. sulza (G. 
siilze) brine, f. Germ. *sult- *salt- SALT. 

soutache suta·f narrow flat braid. XIX. 
F.- Magyar sujtds. 

soutane suta·n cassock. XIX. F. - It. 
sottana, f. sotto under :- L. subtus. 

Souter sil•t<J.I (Sc. and north.) shoemaker, 
cobbler. OE. siltere, corr. to OHG. siltiiri, 
ON. sutari- L. siltor shoemaker, f. suere 
SEW, stitch; see -TOR, -ER1• 

south saup adv. towards the part opposite 
to the north; adj. OE.; sb. XIII (RGlouc.). 
OE. slip = OFris., OS. slith (LG. sud), 
OHG. sunt (-d-), ON. (with r-suffix) suor 
(:- *szmpr); MDu. suut (Du. zuid) and G. 
siid have repl. organically developed forms 
(*zoud, *sund) through the infl. of Fris., 
LG., or F.; perh. ult. rei. to SUN as being 
the 'sun-side'. So southerLY1 sA·i'i<J.Ili xvr. 
southern sA'i'i<J.rn pert. to the south. OE. 
sil]>erne = OFris. siithern, OS. silthroni, 
OHG. sundroni, 0~. suoramn; with Sc. 
var.southron sA·i'ir<Jn xv(Henry, 'Wallace'); 
in spec. names of plants of OE. date, e.g. 
sou·thernwoon, Artemisia Abrotanum. 
OE. Also comp. southEAST, -WEST OE., 
sou·thwARD(s) OE. 

souvenir sil·v<Jni<J.r, // suvnir token of re
membrance. XVIII. F. 'memory', 'keep
sake', sb. use of souvenir :- L. subvenire 
come to the mind, f. sub SUB-+venire COME. 

sovereign sa·vrln (supreme) ruler XIII; 
English gold coin of 20 shillings value (first 
coined 29 Oct. I490) XVI. ME. soverein 
-OF. so(u)verain, -ein (mod. souverain) = 
Sp. soberano, It. sovrano ;-Rom. '"superii
nus, f. super above; see SUPER-. Forms in 
-gn- are found c.I400; cf. FOREIGN. Also 
adj. supreme, paramount. XIV. So so·ye-



SOVIET 

reignTY 2 XIV. -OF. so(u)vereinete (mod. 
souverainete). 

soviet sou·vi<Jt, llsavje·t council. xx. 
- Russ. sovet. 

sovran S;)"Vr<Jn Milton's sp. of SOVEREIGN, 
after It. sovrano ('Comus' 41, 'PL.' I 246). 

sow1 sau female swine OE.; (so medL. 
sus) structure to cover a besieging force 
XIII (RGlouc.); (prob. after Du.) oblong 
mass of metal XVI. OE. sugu = OS. suga, 
MLG., MDu. soge (Du. zeug), rei. to OE. 
sii, OHG. sii (G. sau), ON. syr (accus. w); 
f. CIE. base *su-, the orig. sense of which is 
unkn., repr. also by L. siis (suis) pig, Gr. 
hils (beside sus), with Alb., Arm., and 
Toch. parallels, and forms with k- suffix, 
as L. suculus young boar, OW. hucc (W. 
hwch), Olr. socc; and with adj. suffix in 
SWINE. Hence sowthi·stle, ME. su!Jepistel, 
plant of genus Sonchus. 

sow• sou pt. sowed soud, pp. sown soun 
scatter or plant seed so that it may grow. 
orig. redupl. str. vb., which has become 
wk. in all the Continentallangs. OE. siiwan, 
pt. seow, pp. gesiiwen, corr. to OFris. (pp.) 
esen, OS. siiian, pt. seu, siiida, OHG. siiwen, 
siijan, sii(h)en, pt. siita (Du. zaaien, G. siien), 
ON. sa, pt. sera, (late) saba, pp. saiun, Goth. 
saian, pt. saiso; CGerm. •srejan, repr. IE. 
base *se(j)-, as in L. pt. sevz (of serere), and 
Balto-Sl., lr., and in SEED, SEMEN. 

soy soi sauce prepared from the soya bean. 
XVII. - Jap. soy, colloq. form of sho-yu or 
siyau-yu - Chinese shi-yu, shi-yau, f. shi 
salted beans used as condiment + yu oil. 
The Jap. form is the source of Malay soi, 
Du. soja, soya, whence soya soi·<l XVII. 

spa spa, sp5 (also tSpau, tSpaw) medicinal 
spring or well XVII ; locality possessing this 
XVIII. f. name Spa of a watering-place in 
the province of Liege, Belgium, noted for 
its curative mineral springs. 

space speis extent of time or distance. XIII 
(Cursor M., KAlis.). Aphetic- (O)F. espace 
= Pr. espaci, Sp. espacio, It. spazio- L. 
spatium (in medL. also spacium). So vb. 
place in respect of distance or extent. XVI. 
- (O)F. espacer, or f. the sb. spacrous 
spei·J<~s XIV (Wycl. Bible). - L. spatiosus, 
or OF. spacios (mod. -ieux). Cf. SPATIAL. 

spade1 speid tool for digging, etc. ground, 
turf, etc. OE. spadu, spada, -e = OFris. 
spada, OS. spado (Du. spade, spa), a word of 
the LG. area (G. spaten, OSw. spadhe, 
ODa. spade, Ice!. spa1Ji, etc. are from LG.); 
rei. to Gr. spathe blade, paddle, shoulder
blade, broadsword (cf. SPATHE). 

spade2 speid (pl.) suit of playing cards 
with black spade-shaped marks. xvr. - It. 
spade, pl. of spada- L. spatha- Gr. spathe 
(see prec.). 

spadille sp<~di·l ace of spades in ombre and 
quadrille. XVIII. -F. spadille- Sp. espa
dilla, dim. of espada sword, SPADE2

• Also 
tspadi-Zlo (XVII). 

spadix spei·diks (bot.) inflorescence con-

SPANIARD 

sisting of a thick fleshy spike. XVIII. - L. 
spadix- Gr. spddix palm-branch. 

spae spei (north. and Sc.) prophesy. XIII 
(Cursor M.).- ON. spa, of unkn. origin. 

spaghetti sp:lge·ti Italian variety of ali
mentary paste. XIX. It., pl. of dim. of spago 
string, of unkn. origin. 

spagyric sp<1d3i·rik alchemical; alchemist. 
XVI. - modL. spagiricus, used and prob. 
invented by Paracelsus. So spagyriST 
spa:·d3irist. XVII. - modL. 

spahi spa·hi one of a body of Turkish 
cavalry XVI ; native Algerian horseman XIX. 
-Turk. (Pers.) sipiihi; cf. SEPOY. 

spall sp51 chip, splinter. xv (Promp. Parv.). 
var. of contemp. spale, of unkn. origin. 

spalpeen spa:lpi·n labourer, farm-hand 
XVIII; scamp, rascal XIX. - lr. spailpin, of 
unkn. origin; see -EEN2• 

spam spa:m proprietary name of a variety 
of tinned meat f. initial and final letters of 
spiced ham. xx. 

span1 spa:n distance from tip of thumb to 
extended tip oflittle finger (OE.), XIII; small 
piece or space XIV; short space of time XVI ; 
space between supports of an arch, etc. XVIII. 
OE. span(n) = MLG. spen(ne), (M)Du. 
spanne, OHG. spanna (G. spanne), ON. spQnn 
(spann-); perh. not continuous with OE., 
but in ME. prob. -OF. espan(n)e, espan 
(mod. empan), corr. to It. spanna, medL. 
spannus, -a, of Germ. origin. Hence vb. 
tseize XIV; measure with outstretched hand 
XVI; form an arch over xvn. perh. partly
MLG. spannen; not continuous with rei. 
OE. spannan. So spa·nDER1 orig. ttool for 
winding up the wheel lock of a firearm XVII, 
(later) instrument for turning a nut, etc. 
XVIII. -G. spanner, f. spannen. 

span• spa:n harness, yoke (e.g. to a vehicle) 
XVI; (naut.) fix, attach XVIII.- (M)Du. or 
(M)LG. spannen = OE. spannan, OHG. 
spannan (G. spannen). Cf. INSPAN, OUT
SPAN. 

spandrel spa:·ndr<ll (archit.) space between 
either shoulder of an arch and the surround
ing rectangular framework. xv. perh. f. 
AN. spaund(e)re, poss. f. espaundre EXPAND; 
see -EL2• 

spangle spa:·l)gl thin piece of glittering metal 
for ornament xv (Lydg.); small sparkling 
particle XVI (Spenser). dim. (see -LE1) f. 
synon. tsPange (xv) - MDu. spange (Du. 
spang) = OHG. spanga (G. spange), or rei. 
ON. spf!ng, spang- clasp, brooch :- Germ. 
*spango (OE. spang is- OS. *spanga), whence 
Finn. panka buckle, clasp; perh. f. a base 
meaning 'fasten'. 

Spaniard spre·nj<J~d native of Spain, 
Spanish person. XIV. Late ME. Spaynard, 
aphetic- OF. Espaignart, Espaniard, f. 
Espaigne (mod. Espagne), whence Eng. 
Spain spein (XIII); corr. to Sp. Espana, 
Pg. Hespanha, It. Spagna :- late L. Spiinia 
(Gr. Sptiniii) for earlier Hisptinia, Isptinia, 
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SPANIEL 

whence lspania in OE., but also d. pl. 
Spenum, Spaneum; cf. MDu. Spaengen, 
Du. Spanje, MHG. Spanje, G. Spanien, 
ON. Spdnn; see -ARD. (An earlier synon. 
was tSpaynol (XIV)- OF. Espaignol = Sp. 
Espaiiol, It. Spagnuolo; cf. SPANIEL.) The 
early forms in Spayn-, Spain- were ult. 
superseded by Span- (xv), prob. under the 
infl. of MDu. Spaensch (Du. S'paansch); 
the form Spaniard superseded Spainard by 
assoc. therewith. So SpanisH1 spre·nif pert. 
to Spain xm (Spainisce, La3.); the language 
of Spain and those parts of America and Asia 
colonized by the Spaniards from XVI on
wards; spec. Castilian, of Central Spain, 
which is a ROMANCE language allied most 
nearly to its neighbours Catalan and 
Portuguese xv (Caxton). «:!! OE. had adj. 
Speonisc. 

spaniel spre·nj;:~l variety of dog. XIV (spaynel, 
Ch.). Aphetic- OF. espaigneul (mod. epa
gneul) :- Rom. '*spiiniolus, for Hispiiniiilus 
Spanish, f. Hispiinia Spain, see prec. 

spank1 spre!Jk smack or slap with the open 
hand. xvm. perh. imit. of the sound. 

spank2 spre!Jk (dial.) travel with vigour and 
speed. XIX. Presumably back-formation 
from spa·nkER1 tgold coin XVIII; fine large 
thing xvm ; fast horse XIX; or spa ·nkiNG 2 

very large or fine XVII; fast-moving xvm; of 
unkn. origin; there is a parallel Sc. spang 
spring, leap, move fast XVI. 

spar1 spact (dial.) rafter of a roof XIII 
(Cursor M.); (orig. and esp. naut.) pole or 
length of timber XIV. -ON. sperra or 
aphetic- OF. esparre (mod. epare, epar) or 
its Germ. source, repr. by MLG., MDu. 
sparre (Du. spar), OHG. sparro (G. sparren), 
ON. sparri (whence also Lith. spiiras, etc.); 
cf. MDu. sperren (whence ME. sperre XII, 
later spar), OHG. sperren (G. sperren) shut 
as with a bar. The Germ. base is of unkn. 
origin. 

spar• spaJ tstrike out with the feet or a 
weapon OE.; 'fight with prelusive strokes' 
(J.) xvm. OE. sperran, spyrran, '*spierran, 
corr. to 0~. sperrask kick out, of unkn. 
origin. 

spar3 spact gen. term for certain crystalline 
minerals (as in calcspar, FELDSPAR, fluor
spar). XVI. - MLG. spar, rei. to OE. sp::eren 
of plaster or mortar, sp::erstiin gypsum. 

sparable spre·r;:~bl small headless wedge
shaped iron nail. XVII. alt. of sparrow-bill 
(xvn), so named from the shape; see SPAR
Row, BILL2• 

spare spe;:~J leave unharmed, abstain from 
destroying, injuring, using OE. ; part with, 
do without, keep in reserve XIII; avoid in
curring XIV. OE. sparian (also with ii-, ge-) 
= OFris. sparia, OS., OI-IG. sparon (Du., 
G. sparen), ON. spara :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) '*sparojan. So spare adj. XIV. OE. 
sp::er sparing, frugal = OHG. spar, ON. 
sparr. 

SPATE 

spark spaJk A. small particle of fire OE. ; 
vital principle XIV (Wycl. Bible); B. woman of 
beauty or wit XVI ; elegant young man xvn ; 
beau, lover XVIII. OE. spmrca, spearca = 
(M)LG., MDu. sparke, of unkn. origin. 
«:!! The identity of group B of the senses is 
doubtful. Hence spark vb. xm (Havelok), 
spa·rklevb.xn; OE. spearcianis of doubtful 
existence; but cf. MDu., MLG. sparken; 
also (M)Du. sparkelen (see -LE3). 

sparling spa·JliiJ (north.) smelt, Osmerus 
eperlanus. XIV. Aphetic- OF. esperlinge 
(mod. eperlan), of Germ. origin (cf. MLG., 
MDu. spirlinc, G. spierling). 

sparrow spre·rou small bird of the family 
Fringillidre. OE. spearwa = OHG. sparo, 
MHG. sparwe, ON. spQrr, Goth. sparwa :
Germ. '*sparwon, '*sparwaz (in some langs. 
surviving in comps., e.g. MLG. sperlink, 
G. sperling). 

sparrowgrass spre·rougras XVII. illiterate 
alt. of tsparagus (XVI)- medL., aphetic form 
of ASPARAGUS, by assim. to SPARROW and 
GRASS. 

sparrowhawk xv. rep!. arch. or dial. 
sparhawk f. OE. spearhajoc, = ON. sparr
haukr, f. stem of spearwa SPARROW+ hajoc 
HAWK. 

sparse spaJs widely spaced or distributed; 
orig. Sc. of widely spaced writing xvm. 
- L. sparsus, pp. of spargere scatter, prob. 
rei. to Gr. speirein; cf. F. epars, etc. 

Spartan spii·Jtan native of Sparta xv; adj. 
XVI. - L. Spartiinus, f. Sparta (Gr. Sparta, 
-e); see -AN. 

sparus spea·ras sea bream. XVII. - L. 
- Gr. spdros. 

spasm spre·zm sudden or violent muscular 
contraction. XIV. - (O)F. spasme or L. 
spasmus, spasma - Gr. spasm6s, spdsma, 
f. span draw, pull, f. IE. *spa- stretch. So 
spasmodic -o·dik marked by spasms or 
twitches XVII, intermittent XIX. - modL. 
spasmodicus, f. Gr. spasm!Jdes, f. spdsma; see 
-ODE. spa·strc marked by spasmodic symp
toms. XVIII. - L. spasticus (Pliny)- Gr. 
spastik6s, f. span draw, pull. 

spat1 spret spawn of shellfish. xvn. -AN. 
spat (XIV), of unkn. origin. 

spat2 spret short gaiter worn over the 
instep. XIX. Shortening of spatterdash 
(xvn) long gaiter or legging for protection 
from splashing, f. SPATTER+DASH1 ; also dial. 
tspatterplash, t-lash, splatter-, spattle
-dash(er). 

spatchcock spre·tfkok (orig. in Ir. use, 
later Anglo-Indian) fowl prepared by being 
summarily split open and grilled. XVIII. 
Connected by Grose with DISPATCH, but 
cannot be dissociated from spitchcock eel 
cut into short pieces, dressed, and cooked 
(xvr), of unkn. origin. 

spate speit flood or rising in a river. xv 
(Wyntoun). orig. north. and Sc., of unkn. 
origin. 
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SPATHE 

spathe speil'S (bot.) large sheathing leaf 
enveloping inflorescence. XVIII. - L. spatha 
(also used in Eng. XVIII)- Gr. spdthe (see 
SPADE1). 

spatial spei· J;}l pert. to, occupying, or hap
pening in space. XIX. f. L. spatium SPACE+ 
-AL1. 

spatter spre·t;}.r scatter in fragments or 
drops; splash with drops XVI; also intr. 
frequent. of imit. base repr. also in LG., 
Du. spatten burst, spout, WFlem. spatteren, 
WFris. spatterje; see -ER4• Hence spatter
dash; see SPAT2• 

spatula spre·tjfil;} flat elongated implement, 
XVI. - L. spatula, var. of spathula, dim. of 
spatha SPATHE. Also spa·tule. XV. - (O)F. 
spatule or L.; with alt. of ending tspature 
XIV, whence tspatter XVI, also tspattle xv. 
Cf. Du., etc., spate!. 

spavin spre·vin hard bony tumour in a 
horse's leg. xv (Lydg.). Late ME. spaveyne, 
aphetic- OF. espavin (cf. medL. spavenus, 
It. spavenio) var. of esparvain (mod. eparvin, 
dial. spavagn, spavin)- Germ. *spadwiini, 
f. base repr. by EFris. spadde, sparre+wan
(see WANE). 

spawn sp5n cast spawn xrv-xv; engender 
XVI. Aphetic- AN. espaundre shed roe, var. 
of OF. espandre (mod. epandre) shed, spill, 
pour out:- L. expandere EXPAND. Hence 
spawn sb. eggs of fishes, etc. xv. 

spay spei remove the ovaries from (a 
female). xv. Aphetic- AN. espeier, OF. 
espeer, f. espee (mod. epee) sword:- L. 
spatha (see SPADE). 

speak spik pt. spoke spouk, pp. spoken 
spou·kn utter words. Late OE. specan, pt. 
spree, sp:Econ, pp. gespecen (corr. to MDu. 
speken, OHG. spehhen); superseding parallel 
OE. sprecan, which did not survive beyond 
XII OFris. spreka, OS. sprekan, 
OHG. sprehhan (Du. spreken, G. sprechen); 
WGerm. str. vb., witli which cf. ON. spraki 
rumour,jorsprakki spokesman, ON. spekjur 
fern. pl. talk, parley; W. ffraeth eloquent 
(:- *sphrakto-) is commonly connected. 
The conjugation was assim. to bear and 
break, pt. spake (retained arch. like that 
of bare, brake) and pp. spoken appearing 
XIII, pt. spoke XVI. Cf. BESPEAK, -SPOKEN, 
SPOKESMAN. Hence spea·kER1 XIV (of the 
House of Commons; in I376-7 Sir 
Thomas de Hungerford 'avoit les paroles 
pur les Communes d'Engleterre en cest 
Parlement'). 

spear spi;}.I thrusting weapon with a 
pointed head. OE. spere = OFris. spiri, 
spere, OS., OHG. sper (Du., G. speer), ON. 
(pl.) spjr;Jr, doubtfully rei. to L. sparus hunt
ing-spear. Hence vb. XVIII (J.). 

spec spek (colloq.) abbrev. of SPECULATION. 
orig. Amer. XVII. 

special spe•J(;})l exceeding what is usual or 
common XIII (AncrR., Cursor M.); having 

SPEECH 

a particular purpose XIV. Aphetic- OF. 
especial ESPECIAL or - L. specialis, f. species ; 
see -AL1 ; hence spe·cialLY0 XIII (RGlouc.); 
after OF. (e)speciaument, L. speciiiliter. 
spe·ciahsT. XIX. speciA-LITY. xv. -OF. 
especialite. spec·iahzE. XVII. -F. sptf
cialiser. spe·cia1Tv2 XIV. -OF. (e)specialte. 
So specie spi·fli phr. ins., in kind; in the 
real form XVI; in actual coin XVII; hence sb. 
coined money XVII; abl. sg. of species; cf. 
the development of EFFIGY. 

species spi· J1iz outward form (surviving 
spec. theol. of the elements in the Eucharist); 
kind (gen. and spec.) XVI. - L. (sg. and pl.) 
species, f. spec- of specere look, behold (cf. 
ASPECT, SPICE, SPY, etc.). speciFIC spisi-fik 
xvn (Donne), speci·fiCAL. xv having a spe
cial determining quality -late L. specificus. 
specificATION spe:sifikei-J;}n. XVII. - medL. 
spe·ciFv. XIII (Cursor M.). -OF. ormedL. 
specificiire. specimen spe·simen texperi
ment; tpattem; typical example XVII. -
L. specimen; so F. speciOUS spi·J;}s tfair to 
look upon XIV; attractive or plausible but 
lacking in genuineness XVII. - L. speciosus 
beautiful, fair-seeming. 

speck1 spek small spot. OE. specca, repr. 
otherwise only in spe·ckLE1 xv. - MDu. 
spekkel (Du. spikkel). Also vb. XVI; 
spe·ck1En2 XIV, perh. after MDu. spekelde, 
gespekeld (Du. gespikkeld). 

speck• spek fat meat, fat of a whale, etc. 
XVII. - Du. spek (MDu. spec, MLG. speck) 
or G. speck (OHG. spec) = OE. spec, var. 
of spic = ON. spik. So specksioneer 
spekJ;}ni;}· .r harpooner on a whaler. XIX. 
- Du. speksniJer, colloq. form of speksniJder, 
f. spek+sniJden cut ( = OE. snipan). 

specs speks, also specks, colloq. abbrev. of 
spectacles (see next). XIX (Hogg). 

spectacle spe·kt;}kl prepared display, ob
ject exhibited XIV (Rolle) ; device for assist
ing defective eyesight XIV (sg., Ch. ; pl., 
Lydg.). - (O)F. spectacle- L. spectliculum 
public show, spectators in a theatre, f. 
spectiire, frequent. f. specere look at ( cf. 
SPECIES). So spectA"TORonlooker. XVI. -F. 
or L. spectre, U.S. specter spe·kta.r ap
parition, phantom. XVII. -F. spectre or L. 
spectrum, whence also spe·ctrum spectre ; 
coloured band into which a beam of light 
is decomposed (I. Newton) XVII; comb. form 
spectro-, as in spe·ctroscOPE (after F. or 
G.). speculATE3 spe·kjCtleit tobserve, con
sider XVI ; engage in thought XVII ; engage in 
buying and selling for gain xvm. f. pp. 
stem of L. speculiiri spy out, watch, f. 
specula, lookout, watch-tower, f. specere. 
speculA•TION. XIV (Ch.). spe·culaTJVE. 
xrv. - (O)F. or late L. speculum spe·kjCt
l;}m surgical instrument for examining XVI ; 
mirror, reflector XVII. - L., f. base of 
specere+-ulum (cf. -LE1). 

speech spitf act of speaking. OE. spec, 
WS. spree, rei. to specan SPEAK; rep!. earlier 
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SPEED 

spriEc = OFris. spreke, spretze, OS. sprlika 
(Du. spraak), OHG. sprlihha (G. sprache), 
WGerm. sb. f. *spn'ek- *sprek- SPEAK. 
Hence spee·chiFY make a speech or 
speeches (usu. with derogatory force) xvm; 
preceded by speech vb. (xvii), used to 
some extent similarly. 

speed spid fsuccess (surviving in phr. wish 
good s.); quickness. OE. sped, earlier sp&d 
=OS. spod, OHG. spuot; f. Germ. *spoan 
(OE. spowan, OHG. spuo(e)n prosper, suc
ceed). Hence speed vb. OE. spiJdan, usu. 
gespedan = OS. spodian (Du. spoeden), 
OHG. spuoten (G. spuden, sputen, from 
LG.), f. *spod-. 

speer, speir spi:l.t (Sc. and north.) ask. 
OE. spyrian = OFris. spera, OS. *spurian 
(cf. the sbs. spuringa, spuriiJa), OHG. 
spurren (G. spuren), ON. spyrja :- *spurjan, 
f. Germ. *spur- (see SPOOR, SPUR). 

spel(l)ican see SPILLIKINS. 

spelJl spel tdiscourse (cf. GOSPEL) OE.; 
formula of incantation, first in night-s. XIV 
(Ch.). OE. spel(l) = OS., OHG. spel, ON. 
spjall, Goth. spill recital, tale :- CGerm. 
*spellam, rei. to OE. spellian = MLG., 
MDu. spellen, OHG. -spellon, ON. spjalla, 
Goth. spillon :- CGerm. *spellam; of unkn. 
origin. See GOSPEL. comp. spe·llBOUND3 

enchanted XVIII; hence spe·llbind vb., 
whence (U.S.) spe·llbi:nd.ER1. xx. 

spelJ2 spel pt., pp. spelled, (usu.) spelt, 
read out as ifletter by letter XIII (Cursor M.) ; 
name or set down the letters of XV (Spell
ynge, 'sillabicacio', Promp. Parv.); make 
out, decipher XVI. Aphetic - OF. espeller, 
espeler (mod. epeler), espelir, for older 
*espeldre (whence north. Eng. spelder xn), 
espeaudre- Germ. *spellon (see prec.). 

spel13 spel relieve (another) at work XVI. 
Later form of tspele take the place of, OE. 
spelian, rei. to gespelia, spala substitute, of 
unkn. origin. Hence spell sb. trelief gang 
XVI ; tum of work taken in relief of another 
XVII; continuous course of time XVIII. 

spellicans var. of SPILLIKINS. 

spelt spelt species of grain, Triticum spelta. 
Rare before XVI; in late OE., ME., and 
modEng. due to independent adoptions 
from the Cnntinent of OS. spelta, MLG., 
MDu. sptlte (Du. spelt) = OHG. spelza, 
spelta (G. spelz), whence late L. spelta (the 
source of F. epeautre, Sp. espelta, It. spelta, 
spelda, and Pol. szpelta, Czech spalda), 
perh. based on *spel- split (cf. OE. speld 
splinter). 

spelter spe·lt:u zinc xvn; zinc alloy XIX. 
corr. to OF. espeautre, MDu. speauter (Du., 
G. spiauter), G. spialter, and rei. indeter
minately to PEWTER. 

spence spens (arch.) buttery, pantry XIV 
(Ch.); (Sc.) parlour XVIII (Bums). Aphetic 

SPHERE 

-OF. despense (mod. depense) = Sp. des
pensa, It. dispensa :- sb. use of fern. pp. of L. 
dispendere DISPENSE. So tspencer steward, but
ler (surviving as a surname)- AN. espenser, 
for OF. despenser. 

spencer spe·ns;,.x tkind of wig XVIII ; short 
double-breasted overcoat xvm; form of 
life-belt XIX. f. family name Spencer; in the 
several senses respectively after Charles 
Spencer, third earl of Sunderland (z674-
I722), George John Spencer, second earl 
Spencer (I758-I834), Knight Spencer 
(fl. z8o3). 

spend spend pt., pp. spent give or pay 
out OE.; use, use up xm. Partly (i) OE. 
spendan (also in lispendan, forspendan, and 
spendung), corr. to MLG., MDu. spenden, 
OHG. spenton (G. spenden), ON. spenna 
- L. expendere EXPEND; partly (ii) aphetic 
of dispend- OF. despendre :- L. dispendere 
distribute, DISPENSE. comp. spe·ndTHRIFT 
XVII; thrift being taken in the sense 'sub
stance', 'wealth' ; rep!. Scattergood. 

sperm sp~.rm generative substance of the 
male. XIV (Ch.). -late L. sperrna- Gr. 
spbma (-at-), f. base of speirein sow (cf. 
SPORADIC), SPORE; comb. form spe·rmato
XIX. So sperma·tic XVI, -!CAL XV. -late 
L.- Gr. 

spermaceti sp~.rmase·ti, -si·ti fatty sub
stance obtained from the sperm whale 
or cachalot. xv. - medL. spermaceti (so 
named from an erron. notion of the nature 
of the substance), f. sperma (see prec.)+ 
ceti, g. of cetus- Gr. ketos whale; attrib. in 
s. whale (xvn), shortened to sperm whale 
(XIX) ; the alt. form parmacety was current 
XVI-XIX. 

spew spjii vomit. (i) OE. spiwan, pt. spiiw, 
spiwon = OFris. spia, OS., OHG. spiwan 
(G. speien), ON. spyja, Goth. speiwan; 
CGerm. str. vb. ; (ii) OE. speowan, spiowan, 
wk. vb.; corr. to L: spuere, Gr. puiein (:
*spjuj-), and Balto-Sl. formations on an IE. 
base of imit. origin. 

sphacelus sfa:·sil;,s (path.) mortification. 
xvi. - modL.- Gr. sphdkelos convulsive 
movement, painful spasm, gangrene (Hip
pocrates). 

sphagnum sfa:·gn;,m (bot.) genus of 
mosses. xvm. - modL. -Gr. sphdgnos. 

sphenoid sfi·noid (anat.) irregularly-shaped 
bone at the base of the skull wedged in 
between other bones. XVIII. - modL. 
sphiJnoides- Gr. sphiJnoeidis, f. spMn wedge, 
rei. to SPOON ; see -om. 

sphere sfia.:t globular ~ody or figure; .globe 
conceived as appropnate to a particular 
planet, hence (one's or its) province or do
main xvn. ME. sper(e)- OF. espere, later 
(with assim. to Gr. - L.) sphere= Sp. 
esfera, It. sfera - late L. sphera, earlier 
sphrera - Gr. sphafra ball, globe. So 

[Sszl 



SPHINCTER 

spherrc, spheriCAL sfe·rik(::~l) xvr. -late L. 
sphe-, sphrericus- Gr. sphairik6s. spheroiD 
sfi::~·roid. XVII. 

sphincter sfi·l)kt::~.l (anat.) muscular ring 
normally closing an orifice. xvr. -late L. 
sphincter- Gr. sphigkter band, contractile 
muscle, f. sphiggein bind tight (cf. next). 

sphinx sfil)ks (Gr. myth.) hybrid monster 
which propounded a riddle; figure of 
creature having a human head and breast 
with a lion's body; inscrutable being XVI; 
- L. Sphinx - Gr. Sphigx, g. Sphigg6s 
(Breotian Phix, ace. Phfka), presumably 
f. sphiggein (see prec.). 

sphragistic sfr::~d3i·stik sb. pl. (see -res) 
scientific study of seals or signet rings; adj. 
pert. to these xrx. - F. sphragistique- Gr. 
sphriigistik6s, f. sphriigis seal. 

sphygmo- sfi·gmou comb. form of Gr. 
sphugm6s pulse, f. *sphug-, base of sphuzein 
beat, throb. Cf. ASPHYXIA. 

spicate spi·keit (bot.) having a spike-like 
inflorescence. XVII. - L. spiciitus, pp. of 
spiciire furnish with spikes, f. spica SPIKE2 ; 

see -ATE2• 

spice spais aromatic vegetable substance 
used for its pungency or fragrance. XIII. 
Aphetic- OF. espice (mod. epice) :- L. 
species appearance, specific kind, SPECIES, 
(late) pl. wares, merchandise, after late Gr. 
use of pl. of efdos form (cf. IDEA) in the 
senses 'goods', 'groceries', 'spices'. So 
spice vb. season with spice. xrv (PPI.); cf. 
tspi•cER 2 dealer in spices, druggist. xnr 
(surviving as a surname)- OF. espicier (mod. 
epicier grocer). spi·cERY. XIII (RGlouc.). 
spi·cv1. xvr (Turner). 

spick and span spik::~ndspa!•n brand new 
XVII (speck and span); trim, spruce xrx. 
Shortening of (dial.) spick and span new 
(xvr), extension of (dial.) span-new (xm) 
-ON. spdnnyr 'new like a freshly shaved 
chip', f. spdnn chip (see SPOON1)+n:Yr 
NEW; the el. spick is pro b. due to synon. 
Du. spikspelldernieuw, -splinternieuw 'spike-, 
splinter-new' (cf. G. nagelneu 'nail
new'). 

spicula spi·kjiil::~ (nat. hist.) sharp-pointed 
feature. XVIII. modL., dim. of L. spica 
SPIKE 2• So spi·culum, spi·cule (so F.), 
spi·culate(d). XVIII. See -ULE. 

spider spai·d;u arachnid of the insecti
vorous order Araneida!. OE. spi]Jra (Saxon 
Leechdoms II 142), ME. spi]Jre, spiper :
*spinpron, f. spinnan SPIN; cf. synon. OSw. 
spinnil, Sw. spindel, Da. spinder, OHG. 
spinna, G. spinne (lit. female spinner), Du. 
spin, Eng. dial. spinner XIII (Bestiary), 
MDu. spinnere (Du. spinner). 

spiel1 spil curling match. xrx. Extracted 
from BONSPIEL. 

spieP spil (U.S.) talk, speech. xrx. -G. 
spiel play, rei. to the vb. spielen (of WGerm. 
extent). 

SPIN 

spifling spi·fil) (dial., sl.) first-rate, smart. 
xrx. Of unkn. origin; of prp. form (see 
-ING 2), like clinking, ripping, topping, and 
rei. to spiff, spiffy, which connote smartness 
or spruceness. 

spif(f)licate spi·flikeit (dial., sl.) handle 
roughly, overcome, crush. XVIII. Of fanciful 
formation. 

spignel spi·gn::~l (aromatic root of) Meum 
athamanticum. xvr. perh. contr. of 
obscure ME. tspigurnel (xrv-xv) - medL. 
spigurnella. 

spigot spi·g::~t vent-peg. xrv. Of uncertain 
origin, but ult. based on L. spica SPIKE2

, 

and perh., with change of suffix, - Pr. 
espigoun, -gou = Sp. espig6n, It. spigone 
rung of a ladder, bar of a chair, bung; cf. 
Pg. espicho spigot :- L. spiculum, dim. of 
spicum, var. of spica, SPIKE 2• 

spike1 spaik sharp-pointed piece of metal, 
large nail. XIII. ME. spyk (also spiknail), of 
uncertain origin, but corr. to OSw. spik, 
spijk (Sw., Norw. spik nail) and perh. 
shortening of (M)LG., MDu. spiker (Du. 
spijker) = MHG. sptcher (G. speicherlnagel), 
or of MDu. spiking ( = OE. spicing, whence 
ME. spiking spike-nail xnr), rei. to SPOKE. 
Hence spike vb. XVII. 

spike 2 spaik A. ear of corn XIV (rare before 
xvn); inflorescence of sessile flowers on a 
long axis xvr. B. lavender xvr. - L. spica, 
-us, -um, rei. to spina SPINE. 

spikenard spai·kna.1d aromatic substance 
from an Eastern plant. XIV. - medL. 
spica nardi (see SPIKE2 , NARD), rendering 
Gr. vapoov uraxvs, vapo6uraxvs; or more 
immed.- OF. spicanard(e) or MLG. spike
nard, MDu. spikenaerde (Du. spijknardus) ~ 
MHG. spicanarde (G. spikenarde and older 
variants; cf. mod. shortened forms narde, 
spiek), etc. 

spill1 spil pt., pp. spilt, spilled tput to 
death, destroy, ruin, waste, squander OE.; 
shed (blood) xrr ; allow or cause (liquid) to 
fall or pour XIV (hence intr. XVII). OE. 
spillan = (M)LG., (M)Du. spillen, rei. 
to OE. spildan destroy = OS. spildian, 
OHG. spilden, ON. spilla (:- *spilpjan), of 
unkn. origin. Hence spilTH1 spilp. XVII 
(Sh.). 

spill" spil splinter or slip of wood, etc. XIII; 
thin slip of wood, etc. for lighting XIX. 
c.r300 prob.- (M)LG., (M)Du. spil(l)e = 
OHG. spilla, MHG. spille (G. spille spindle, 
axis, stalk) :- WGerm. *spinla, f. *spin
SPIN. 

spillikins spi·likinz game with slips of 
wood, etc. XVIII. f. SPILL2 +-KrN. 

spin spin pt. span spren, spun spAn, 
pp. spun draw and form into thread 
OE.; form (a thread) XIII; shoot, gush xrv; 
revolve XVII. OE. spinnan, pt. spann, 
spunnon, pp. gespunnen = (M)Du. spinnen, 
OHG., Goth. spinnan (G. spinnen), ON. 
spinna; CGerm. str. vb., with cogns. 
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SPINACH 

recognized m Balto-Sl. forms having sp
or p-. 

spinach spi·nid;s culinary plant Spinacia 
oleracea. xvr (spinache W. Turner, -age 
Palsgr.). prob. - MDu. spinaetse, spinag(i)e 
(Du. spinazie)- OF. espinache, -age (mod. 
epinard)- Sp. espinaca (whence also Cat. 
espinach, It. spinace, Rum. spanac)- medL. 
spinachia, -ium, -acia, -acium - Arab. isfi1llij, 
isfaniij (- Pers. aspanakh), perh. by assim. to 
L. spina SPINE, with ref. to· the prickly seeds 
of some species; the pro b. intermediate 
channel of adoption, Spain, is illustrated 
by the names medL. Hispanicum olus and 
F. therbe d'Espaigne (Cotgr.). 

spinal spai·n;Jl pert. to the SPINE. XVI 
- late L. spinalis ; see -AL 1• 

spindle spi·ndl slender rod serving to twist 
and wind thread in spinning OE. ; rod 
serving as an axis XIV. OE. spinel, corr. to 
OFris. spindel, OS. spinnila, (M)Du. spindel, 
OIIG. spin(n)ila, -ala (G. spindel), f. *spin
SPIN; see -LE1 ; for intrusive d cf. Du. and 
G. forms. comp. spindle-side female line of 
descent (xix), used by F. Palgrave and E. A. 
Freeman as a rendering of OE. spinlhealf; 
cf. G. spindelseite, etc., and DISTAFF. 

spindrift spi·ndrift continuous driving of 
spray. XVI. orig. Sc. var. (due to local Sc. 
pronunc. speen, spin, of spoon) of spoondt·ift 
(actually recorded later XVIII), f. SPOON 2 + 
DRIFT. 

spine spain backbone XIV (rare before 
XVII); thorn or thorn-like process xv 
(Lydg.). Aphetic- OF. espine (mod. epine) 
= Pr., Sp. espina, It. spina, or their source 
L. spina thorn, prickle, backbone, prob. rei. 
to spica SPIKE 2 • 

spinel spi·n;J!, spinelle spine·! gem re
sembling the ruby. XVI. -F. spinelle 
- It. spinella, dim. of spina SPINE. 

spinet spine·t, spl'mt keyed instrument 
resembling the harpsichord. XVII (Pepys). 
Aphetic- F. tespinette (mod. epinette)- It. 
spinetta (whence Sp. espineta, modL. 
spineta XVI), prob. (ace. to A. Danchieri, 
r6o8) f. name of the inventor Giovanni 
Spinetti of Venice, whose name Banchieri 
had seen on a spinet dated I503. 

spinifex spai·nifeks coarse grass of the 
Australian deserts, having spiny leaves. 
XIX. - modL. spinifex, f. spina SPINE+-fex 
maker, facere make, no1 • 

spinnaker spi·n;Jkd.I (naut.) three-cornered 
sail carried by racing yachts. XIX. Said to be 
a fanciful formation on spinks, mispro
nunciation of Sphinx, name of the first 
yacht that commonly carried the sail; perh. 
with reminiscence of SPANKER. 

spinney spi·ni copse, esp. for preserving 
game, XVI. Aphetic- OF. espinei (mod. 
epinaie) :- Rom. *'spineta, coil. form of L. 
spinetum (whence It. spineto, Rum. spinet), f. 
spina thorn, SPINE1• ~ The use of the word 

SPIRIT 

was generalized from particular designations, 
which are found as early as XIII, and in AN. 
form( .. de Spiney) in XII. 

spinster spi·nst;J.I woman (rarely, man) 
engaged in spinning XIV (PPI.); appended 
to names of women to denote occupation 
(e.g. Alicia Moris Spynnestere XIV), later 
(from xvn) legal designation of one still 
unmarried. f. SPIN vb.+-sTER; perh. after 
(M)Du. spinster (cf. MLG. spinsterinne). 
spi·nstrEss1 xvii. 

spirrea spairi·;J genus of rosaceous plants. 
XVII (Evelyn). - L. spircea- Gr. speiraia, 
f. spe'ira SPIRE2• 

spiral spai;J•r;Jl coiled as round a cylinder 
or cone. XVI (Recorde). - F. spiral or 
medL. spiralis (Albertus Magnus xur), f. L. 
spira SPIRE 2 ; see -AL1 • 

spirant spai;J•r;Jnt (philo!. of a consonant) 
continuant, open. xrx (Whitney). - L. 
spirant-, -tins, prp. of spirdre breathe; see 
-ANT. CJJ The L. stem spir- is widely repr. 
in Eng., with a great diversity of application, 
as in aspire, conspire, expire, inspire, per
spire, respire (with respirator), suspi:e, 
transpire, with the large group assoc. with 
spirit; many derivs. depend for sense ult. 
upon Gr. pnefn blow, breathe, pneuma 
breath, spirit. 

spire1 spai;J.I tstalk, stem OE., (dial.) reeds 
XIII ; shoot, sprout XIV ; tapering portion of a 
steeple XVI (earlier spere xv). OE. spir = 
MLG., MDu. spier, spir, MHG. spir (G. 
spier tip of blade of grass). 

spire• spai;J.I coil, spiral. XVI. -F. spire 
It. spira-L. spira- Gr. spe'ira coil, winding. 

spirit spi·rit A. breath of life; B. v!tal 
principle; C. intelligent incorporeal b~mg 
XIII ; immaterial element of a human bemg ; 
D. vital power XIV; E. tany of four sub
stances so named of the alchemists XIV 
(Ch.); liquid of the nature of an essence 
XVII. -AN. spirit, aphetic of espirit, OF. 
esperit, (also mod.) esprit = Pr. esperit, _Sp. 
espiritu, It. spirito - L. spiritus bre~thmg, 
breath, air, life, soul, pride, courage, (m Chr. 
use) incorporeal being, f. spirdre breathe 
(cf. halitus, f. halare); see SPIRANT, and cf. 
SPRIGHTLY, SPRITE. comb. spirit-rapping 
rapping alleged to be made by disembodied 
spirits, communication so com:eyed, ~.IS?'?· 
Hence spi·rit vb. (arch.) enhven, msp1nt 
XVI (Sh.); carry away mysteriously XVII. 
spi·ritED2 full of spirit. XVI (B. Jonson). 
spi·ritisM, -IST. XIX; preferred by some to 
spiritualism, -ist; cf. F. spiritisme, G. 
spiritismus. So spi·rituAL1 pert. to the 
spirit XIV (R. Mannyng); ecclesiastical x.r':'· 
ME. spirituel (later latinized)- (O)F. spm
tuel- L. spiritualis; str. spiri·tual XVI-XVIII. 
spirituA·LITY. xv. - (O)F. or late 1:-·. comb. 
spiritual-mindedness xvn, after spxntually
minded Tindale, tr. Luther's geistlich 
gesinnet. spi·ritualrsM exercise of spiritual 
faculties, spiritual view XIX (Carlyle, 
Lytton); modern s. (ISss). spi·ritua1TY1 



SPIROMETER 

tspiritual character; body of ecclesiastics, 
clergy. XIV. -OF. spiritualte- late L. spiri
tualitiis. spi·rituous tspirited XVI (B. Jon
son); ardent, alcoholic XVII. - F. spiritueux 
or f. L. spiritu-s. 

spirometer spai;JJ;)•mit::l.I instrument for 
measuring breathing-power. XIX. f. L. 
spirare breathe ; see -01\IETER. 

spirt spi\.1t tshort space XVI ; slight spell of 
wind xvm ; brief spell of activity XIX. See 
SPURT1• 

spit1 spit pointed rod on which meat is 
stuck for roasting OE. ; sword; small 
tongue of land XVII. OE. spitu = MLG., 
MDu. spit, spet (Du. spit), OHG. spi:s (G. 
spiess) :-Germ. *spituz (whence (O)F. epoi 
point of a deer's hom, Sp. espeto, It. dial. 
spito), of which a var. *spitj- is repr. by 
OHG. spizza (G. spitze) point. 

spit2 spit pt., pp. spat sp~et eject saliva 
(the z·ery s., sl. phr., the exact likeness XIX) 
OE. late Northumb. (ge)spittan = G. dial. 
spiitzen, f. imit. base *spit-, of which there 
are other expressive vars. *spait-, *sput-, 
repr. by OE. spiitlian, spietan (ME. spete, 
later spat), spietlan, spietl, spatl, spiild saliva, 
MHG. spiutzen, ON. spyta; see SPITTLE and 
cf. SPEW. 

spit3 spit spade's depth of earth. XVI. 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. spit, rei. to OE. spittan 
(dial. spit) dig with a spade, and hence 
prob. ult. to SPIT1• 

spital spi·tl (hist.) re-spelling XVII, after the 
L. original, of tspittle, tspitel, common vars. 
(xm-xvm) of aphetic form of HOSPITAL; 
corr. to OHG. spital, MLG., MHG. spittel 
(G. spital, spittel). 

spitchcock spi·tfk;)k method of preparing 
an eel by cutting it up and frying it. xvr. 
Of unkn. origin; cf. SPATCHCOCK. 

spite spait toutrage, insult XIII (Cursor 
M.); strong ill-will XIV; ins. of, in contempt 
or defiance of, notwithstanding XIV. Aphetic 
- OF. despit DESPITE. So spite vb. tregard 
with contempt XIV; treat maliciously XVI 
(Sh.). Aphetic- OF. despiter- L. despectiire. 
Cf. MLG., MDu. spit, spiten (Du. spijt, 
spijten). 

spittle spi-t] saliva. xv (Caxton). alt. by 
assoc. with SPIT 2 of (dial.) spattle, OE. spat!, 
spiidl, spald (ME. spold), corr. to OFris., 
MLG. spedel, f. Germ. 111spiit-, repr. also by 
OE. spietl, (tspettle xv-xvn), spietan spit. 
Hence spittooN spitu·n receptacle for 
spittle. XIX. orig. U.S. 

spitz spits Pomeranian dog, having a very 
pointed muzzle. XIX. -G. spitz, also 
spitzhund, spec. use of spitz pointed, 
peaked; see SPIT1• 

splacknuck spl~e·knAk imaginary animal 
of Brobdingnag in Swift, 'Gulliver's 
Travels', 1726. Fanciful invention. 

splanchnic spl~e·l)knik pert. to the viscera. 
xvn. - modL. splanchnicus- Gr. splagkh-

SPLIT 

nik6s, f. spldgkhnon, usu. pl. -a inward parts, 
pro b. rei. to spUn SPLEEN; see -rc. 

splash spl~ef dash water, etc. upon, also 
with water, etc. as obj., and intr. XVIII. 
Expressive alt. of plash. 

splay splei tunfold (a banner) XIV; spread 
out xv. Aphetic of DISPLAY. Hence sb. 
(archit.) work deviating from a right angle 
XVI; adj., as in splay-foot(ed) XVI. 

spleen splin gland in the abdomen an
ciently held to be the seat of (i) melan
choly, (ii) mirth xm; used of various 
emotions and states of mind XVI (Sh.). 
Aphetic- OF. esplen- L. splen- Gr. spUn, 
prob. rei. to Gr. spldgklmon pluck, L. lien, 
Skr. plihdn. comp. splee·nWORT XVI; after 
L. splenium, asplenon - Gr. So splenetiC 
spline·tik pert. to the spleen; irritably mo
rose XVI; ill-humoured XVII. - late L. sple
neticus, f. spli!n; so F. Variant synon. forms 
are: tsplenatic- medL. spleniiticus (so OF. 
sptenatique); tsple·nativexvi-XVII; splenic 
sple·nik. xvn - F. splenique (Pare), L. sple
nicus- Gr.; tspleni·tic xvr-xvn; so F. 

splendid sple·ndid brilliant, resplendent; 
magnificent. XVII, - F. splendide or L. 
splendidus, f. splendere be bright or shining. 
From the prp. of the L. vb. are derived 
tsple-ndANT XVI-XVII, sple·ndENT XV (cf. 
RESPLENDENT). Various other formations 
synon. with splendid, which finally super
seded them, were: tsplendi·diOT.JS XV-XVII, 
tsple•ndidous XVII only (B. Jonson); 
splendA·crous XIX fanciful formation after 
capacious, spacious. splendi·FEROUS xv (now 
joe., chiefly U.S.)- medL. splendiferus, for 
late L. splendorifer; tsplendious XVII 
only. So sple·ndouR2, U.S. sple·ndor 
great brightness xv; magnificent display, 
brilliant distinction XVII. - (O)F. splendeur 
or L. splendor; hence tsple·ndorous XVI 
(Drayton). 

splice splais join (ropes) by interweaving 
the strands XVI; join (two pieces of timber) 
by overlapping the ends XVII; (sl.) join in 
marriage XVIII (Smollett), prob. - MDu. 
splissen (whence also Du. dial., G. splissen, 
spleissen), but agreeing in vocalism with G. 
spleissen SPLIT; cf. Sw. splitsa, Da. splidse. 

splint splint plate of overlapping metal in 
medi~eval armour XIII ; slender or thin slip 
of wood, etc.; (dial.) splinter XIV; (in 
farriery) tumour developing into a bony 
excrescence XVI; laminated coal XVIII. 
- MLG. splente, splinte, MDu. splinte (Du. 
splint) ; rei. to next but no eogns. are known. 

splinter spli·nt::lJ rough slender piece of 
wood, etc. XIV (Trevisa). - (M)Du. splin
ter, rei. to prec. 

split split break up (a ship) on a rock, etc.; 
cleave, rend longitudinally. XVI. In earliest 
use naut. - (M)Du. splitten, obscurely rei. 
to spletteri, whence earlier Eng. (dial.) splet 
(Palsgr.), spleet, and to OFris. splita, MLG., 
MDu. spliten, MHG. spli:sen (G. spleis.ven); 
of obscure ult. origin. 
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SPLODGE 

splodge splvd3 thick clumsy lump or spot. 
XIX. Expressive alt. of next; cf. WODGE. 

splotch splvtf large irregular spot or patch. 
XVII (Holland). perh. blend of SPOT and 
tplotch (XVI), BLOTCH. 

splurge spl5Jd3 (U.S.) ostentatious display. 
XIX. Of symbolic origin. 

splutter spL~c·t;JJ (dial.) noise, fuss; violent 
and confused utterance XVII. loud sputter 
or splashing XIX. alt. of SPUTTER, by assoc. 
with splash; 'a low word' (J.). 

spode spoud china ware manufactured by 
Josiah Spode (1754-I827). XIX. 

spoil spoil goods captured from an enemy 
XIII; (esp. pl.) arms or armour so captured, 
(also gen.) XVI; refuse material XIX. Aphetic 
-OF. espoille (cf. Sp. espoja, It. spoglia, -ie), 
f. espoillier :- L. spoliare, f. spolium, pl. -ia 
skin stripped from an animal, booty. So 
spoil vb. (pt., pp. spoilt since XVII). A. strip, 
despoil XIII; B. damage, ruin XVI ; C. de
teriorate XVII; be spoiling for (orig. U.S.) 
desire eagerly XIX. -OF. espoillier, f. the 
sb.; or aphetic of DESPOIL. 

spoke spouk one of the staves of a wheel 
OE.; colloq. phr. put a s. in one's wheel, (i) 
attempt to advise or help, (ii) act so as to 
impede (another) XVII. OE. spiica = OFris. 
speke, spiike, OS. speca, OHG. speihha (Du. 
speek, G. speiche) :- WGerm. *spaikon, f. 
*spaik- *speik- SPIKE1 • 

-spoken spou·kn as the second el. of a 
comp. 'speaking in the way denoted by the 
first el.', e.g. fair-s., well-s. (xv), fine-s., 
plain-s. (xvn), based on phr. speak fair, etc.; 
pp. of SPEAK; cf. the similar use of ON. 
talaiJr, pp. of tala speak. 

spokesman spou·ksm;Jn tinterpreter; one 
who speaks on behalf of another XVI; 
tspeaker of an assembly; public speaker 
XVII. irreg. f. spoke, pt. of SPEAK + -sman 
(see -s). '1f Not connected with rare ME. 
spekeman advocate. 

spoliation spouliei·f;Jn action of despoiling. 
XIV. - L. spoliatii5(n-), f. spoliare SPOIL; 
see -ATION. So F. (xv). 

spondee sp::>·ndi (pros.) metrical foot of 
two long syllables. XIV. - (O)F. spondee or 
L. spondeus- Gr. spondetos sb. use ( sc. pous 
foot) of adj. f. sponde libation (see SPONSOH), 
the spondee being a foot characteristic of 
melodies accompanying libations. So spon
daiC sp<>ndei·ik. xvm. -F. spondaique or 
late L. spondaicus, alt. of spondiacus (whence 
Eng. tspo·tzdiac XVI) - Gr. spondeiak6s. 

spondulicks sp::>ndju·liks (U.S. sl.) money. 
XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

sponge spAnd3 (piece of) the absorbent 
skeleton of an aquatic animal with pores in 
the body wall. OE. sponge, corr. to OS. 
spunsia (Du. spans) - L. spongia (whence 
OF. esponge, mod. epon.rfe, It. spugna)- Gr. 
spoggid, f. sp6ggos, sph6ggos; reinforced in 
ME. from OF. Hence vb. XIV; cf. F. 
eponger, tesponger, late L. spongiare, Gr. 

SPOOR 

spoggizein. So spo·ngious spA·nd3i;Js XIV. 
- L. spongiosus. 

sponsion spv·nf:m solemn or formal en
gagement. XVII. - L. sponsio(n-), f. pp. stem 
of spondere promise solemnly, rei. to Gr. 
spendein pour a libation, promise, sponde 
libation, alliance, truce; see -SION. So 
spo·nsoR1 godfather, godmother; one who 
gives surety. XVII. - L. 

sponson spv·ns;Jn (naut.) extension beyond 
the ordinary line or bulk of a vessel. XIX. 
Formerly also sponsing, sponcing, of unkn. 
origin. 

spontaneous spvntei·ni;Js acting or pro
duced by natural, instinctive, or voluntary 
impulse. XVII. f. late L. spontaneus, f. L. 
(sua) sponte of (one's) own accord, abl. of 
*spi5ns, anciently connected with spondere 
{cf. SPONSION). 

spontoon sp::>ntu·n (hist.) kind of half-pike 
or halberd. XVIII. -F. tsponton (mod. 
esponton) - It. spuntone, f. spuntare blunt, f. 
s- EX-1 + punta POINT. 

spoof spu£ (card) game of a hoaxing 
character; (gen.) hoax, humbug. XIX. 
Invented by Arthur Roberts (I852-1933), 
Eng. comedian. 

spook spuk (colloq.) spectre, ghost. XIX. 
- Du. spook= C:.\1)LG. spi5k (whence G. 
spuk), of unkn. origin. 

spool spul bobbin on which thread is 
wound. XIV. Aphetic- OF. espole (mod. 
epoule) or- its source, MLG. spi5le = MDu. 
spoele (Du. spoel), OHG. spuolo, -a (G. 
spule); WGerm., of unkn. origin. 

spoom spurn (naut.) run or scud before the 
sea, etc. XVII. alt. of SPOON 2, prob. by 
assoc. with boom (said of a ship making all 
the way possible). 

spoon1 spun A. tchip, splinter OE. ; B. 
shallow oval bowl with a long handle XIV. 
OE. spi5n = MLG. span, MDu. spaen, 
OHG. span (G. span shaving), ON. sp6nn, 
spdnn; the Germ. word (adopted in Finn. 
panna shingle) is usu. connected with 
Gr. sphen wedge. '11 The Scand. sense (B) 
prevailed in this word, as in dream and 
dwell. camp. spoo·nBILL 2 bird of the 
genus Platalea; after Du. lepelaar, f. lepel 
spoon. Hence spoo·ny1 foolish person, 
silly XVIII ; spoon was similarly applied con
temp. to person making love sentimentally, 
whence a corr. use of spoon vb. 

spoon2 spun t(naut.) run before the wind 
or sea, scud. XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

spoondrift see SPINDRIFT. 
spoonerism spu·n;~rizm accidental trans

position of initial sounds or syllables of 
words associated in a context, 1900. f. name 
of the Rev. W. A. Spooner (I844-1930), who 
was said to have been addicted to this ; 
see -ISM. 

spoor spu;J.I track, trail. XIX. - Du. spoor 
(in S. African use), repr. MDu. spo(o)r = 
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SPORADIC 

OE., OHG., ON. spor (G. spur); rei. to 
SPUR. 

sporadic sporre•dik occurring in isolated 
instances XVII. - medL. sporadicus- Gr. 
sporadik6s, f. sporad-, spords scattered, dis
persed, f. base of spord sowing, seed, whence 
modL. spora, used spec. bot., minute re
productive body in flowerless plants, 
anglicized spore sp5;u. XIX. Cf. F. spora
dique, etc. ; see ~IC. 

sporran spo-ran pouch worn with the kilt 
of Scottish Highlanders. XIX (Scott). -
Gael. sporan = Ir. spardn purse, Mir. 
sboran, W. ysbur- L. bursa PURSE. 

sport sp5Jt pleasant pastime, diversion xv; 
in fulls. of nature (tr. L. lusus natur<e) xvu; 
object of diversion XVII (Milton); pl. series 
of athletic contests XVI. So sport vb. t(refl.) 
amuse oneself XIV; so intr. xv; display XVIII. 
Aphetic of DISPORT sb. and vb. Hence 
spo·rtiVE. XVI (Sh., Nashe). spo·rtsMAN. 
xvm (Farquhar) (cf. spokesman); earlier 
tsporter (xvu). 

spot spot moral stain xu ; small roundish 
mark XIII ; speck, stain; small piece or 
particle; small plot or area XIV. perh. -
MDu. spotte, LG. spot, carr. to ON. spotti 
small piece, bit (Norw. spott speck, spot, 
plot of ground), obscurely rei. to OE. splott 
spot, plot of land ( cf. gesplottod spotted, and 
rare ME. splotti adj.). (Spotland, Lanca
shire, which appears in xu as Spotlond, may 
be a dissimilated form of *Splotland.) 
Hence vb. xv (Hoccleve, Lydg.). spo·ttED 2• 

XIII, spo·ttY1 • XIV. 
spouse spauz wife, husband. xu. Early 
ME. spas( e)- OF. spus, spous m., spuse, 
spouse fern., aphetic var. of espous, espouse 
(mod. epoux, epouse) = Pr. espos, -a, Sp. 
esposo, -a, It. sposo, -a :- L. spansus bride
groom, sponsa bride, sb. uses of m. and 
fern. pp. of spondere betroth (see SPONSOR). 
So Sp0U"SAL 0 twedlock j ESPOUSAL XIII. 

spout spaut pipe for discharge of water, etc. 
XIV; discharge of water, waterspout XVI. 
corr. to Flem. spuyte, Du. spuit, but prob. 
immed. f. spout vb. (xiv) discharge liquid 
- MDu. spouten (Du. spuiten), f. imit. base 
*spilt-, repr. also in ON. spyta spit. 

sprag sprreg smart, clever. XVI (Sh.). Of 
unkn. origin ; cf. synon. (dial.) sprack XVIII ; 
also sprag lively young fellow, young salmon 
or cod XVIII. 

sprain sprein wrench (a part of the body) 
so as to cause pain. xvu. Agrees in form 
with OF. espraindre (see next), but the 
meaning is distant and the date of emergence 
is a difficulty. Hence sprain sb. xvu. 

spraints spreints excrement of the otter. 
XV. -OF. espraintes (mod. epreintes), sb. 
use of fem. pp. of espraindre squeeze out, 
for earlier *espriembre :- Rom. *expremere, 
for L. exprimere EXPRESS. 

sprat sprret seafish Clupea Sprattus. xvr. 
Later var. of tsprot, OE. sprot = MLG., 

SPRING 

(M)Du. sprot (whence G. sprotte), of unkn. 
origin. «.Jl For the vocalism cf. STRAP. 

sprawl spr51 (dial.) kick convulsively; 
spread one's limbs awkwardly. OE. 
spreawlian, formed with expressive initial 
group spr- (cf. the foil. words); for the el. 
-mvl cf. crawl. Obscurely rei. to similar 
NFris. spraweli, Da. sprelle, sprmlle kick or 
splash about, Sw. dial. spral(l)a, Nonv. dial. 
sprala struggle. 

spray• sprei tsmall twigs, fine brush
wood XIII (RG!ouc.); slender shoot or twig 
XIV (Trevisa). Earlier in Devon place
names Spreyton, Sprytown, in Domesday 
Book Espreitone, Spreitone 'farm in brush
wood country' and Sprei respectively. The 
ult. origin of OE. *spr:Eg and synon. 
spr:Ec is unkn. 

spray2 sprei water in the form of a fine shower 
XVII; jet of vapour XIX. orig. spry, and so 
commonly XVII-XVIII; immed. source unkn. ; 
formally corr. to MDu. vb. spra(e)yen 
(whence occas. Eng. tspray sprinkle XVI) = 
MHG. spraJjen, sprmwen. Hence vb. XIX. 

spread spred pt., pp. spread stretch so 
as to display, send out in various directions 
XII ; overlap with; be extended, become 
diffused XIII. OE. *spr:Edan (in comps. ii-, 
ge-, ofer-, tospr:Edan, and spr:Edung diffu
sion) = OS. toJspreidan, MLG., MDu. 
spreden (Du. spreiden, spreien), OHG. 
spreitan.(G. spreiten) :-WGerm. *spraidjan, 
causative of *spridan, repr. by OHG. spritan 
be extended, with no certain cognates. 

spree spri (colloq.) boisterous frolic. XIX. 
Of unkn. origin; former vars. spray, sprey. 

sprig1 sprig small slender nail. XIV. Of 
unkn. origin. 

sprig2 sprig shoot, twig xv; fig. (cf. scion) 
XVI. Of unkn. origin ; LG. has synon. 
sprick. 

sprightly sprai-tli animated, brisk. XVI 
(late). f. spright (xvi), var. of SPRITE+-LY1• 

Cf. tsprightful (Sh.). 
spring1 spriiJ A. place of rising, as of a 

stream OE. ; B. action or time of rising or 
beginning XIII ; tC. young growth XIII ; 
D. (rep!. LENT) first season of the year XVI 
(earlier ts. of the year, ts. tide XVI, s. time xv, 
tspringing time XIV, Trevisa); E. rising of the 
sea to its extreme height XIV (s. tide XVI); 
F. elastic contrivance xv (fig. impelling 
agency). OE. spring and spryng (more freq. 
in :£spring, zviellspdng fountain of water, and 
ofspring OFFSPRING, upspring rising of the 
sun, beginning of day etc.), f. *spreyg- and 
*spruyg respectively, of the base of next; 
cf., in sense A, (M)Du., (M)LG., OHG. 
spring; in sense E perh. of LDu. origin. 

spring2 spriiJ pt. sprang sprreiJ, pp. 
sprung sprAI) bound, leap (up, etc.); 
issue forth; grow OE. ; originate XII ; cause 
(a bird) to rise XVI. OE. springan = OFris. 
springa, OS., OHG. springan (Du., G. 
springen), ON. springa :- CGerm. (exc. 
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SPRINGALD 

Goth) *sprerJgan, f. base rei. to *spruyg-, 
repr. m prec. and (O)HG. sprung, (M)Du. 
sprang; relation with Gr. sperkhesthai hasten 
sperkhn6s rapid, has been assumed. ' 

spr~n"l"al(d) spri·l)g5l(d) (arch.) youth, 
stnplmg. xv (revived in XIX by Scott). 
The oldest forms have -old, which gave way 
to -ald, -al(l); presumably f. SPRING 2 but 
the ending is obscure. ' 

springbok spri·l)b:Jk antelope Antidorcas 
Euchore. XVIII. Afrikaans, f. Du. springen 
SPRING 2 +bok goat, antelope (BUCK1). 

springe_ sprind3 snare to catch small game, 
esp. btrds. XIII. repr. OE. *sprencg :
*sprangjan, f. base of SPRING 2• 

springhalt spri·l)h3lt. XVII. unexpl. alt. 
of STRINGHALT. 

sprinkle spri-JJkl scatter in drops XIV 
(Maund.); bedew, bespatter xv; cover with 
specks of colour XVIII. perh. - (M)Du. 
sprenkelen fcf. MLG. sprinkelt pp., spotted; 
so late ME. sprynkled); see -LEa. 

sprint sprint fdart, spring XVI; run, etc. 
fast for a short distance XIX.- ON. *sprinta 
(Sw. spritta); superseding (dial.) sprent 
(xiv)- o::-.;. *sprenta (Sw. spriitta, Da. 
sprrette), prop. the corr. causative wk. vb., 
but in Eng. chiefly intr. ; ult. origin unkn. 

sprit sprit pole OE., (naut.) boom or pole 
crossing a sail diagonally XIV. OE. spreot = 
(M)Du., (:vl)LG. spriet, spret (whence G. 
spriet), f. Germ. *spreut- sprut-; see 
SPROUT. Cf. BOWSPRIT. 

sprite sprait spirit (formerly in various 
senses, now only) elf, fairy. XIII (Cursor lVI.). 
ME. spryte, also spreit, sprete, alt. with 
lengthened vowel of sprit, contr. of SPIRIT. 
The modified sp. spright XVI (cf. delight) 
was specialized in the senses 'disembodied 
spirit', 'fairy', 'goblin', and familiarized by 
Spenser and Sh.; cf. SPRIGHTLY. 

sprocket spr;,·kit triangular piece of timber 
XVI ; projection on the rim of a wheel engag
ing with the links of a chain xvm. Of unkn. 
origin. 

sprout spraut shoot forth, spring up. XII. 
ME. spriiten, OE. *spriitan (in pp. aisproten), 
OS. spriiton = MLG. spriUen, (M)Du. 
spruiten, MHG. spriezen (G. spriessen) :
WGerm. orig. str. vb. *spriitan, f. *sprut-, 
as also in OE. sp1jitan, spryttan, OHG. 
spriozan. l-Ienee or- MLG., MDu. spriite 
sproutsb.xiir. 

spruce sprus fbrisk, lively; trim, neat. XVI. 
poss. from a particular collocation of 
Spruce = Pruce Prussia, e.g. Spruce leather 
(jerkin). Hence vb. XVI. 

spruit spruit small watercourse in S. Africa. 
XIX. Du. (SPROUT). 

spry sprai active, brisk. XVIII. The earliest 
evidence is from S.W. dial. and N. America; 
of unkn. origin; cf. (dial.) sprack (xvm), 
SPRAG (XVI). 

SPY 

spud spAd tshort or poor knife or dagger 
xv (Promp. Pan'.); spade-like implement 
for d~gging or weeding XVII ; stumpy person 
or thmg XVII; potato XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

spume spjum foam, froth. XIV (Gower). 
-OF. (e)spume or L. spiima, gen. connected 
with piimex PUMICE, OE. jam FOAM. 

spunk spAI)k spark; touch wood XVI • 

fungus gro':'i.ng on trees XVII; (Sc.) lucife; 
match; spmt, mettle XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin ; cf. PUNK. 

spur sp5.I device attached to a rider's heel 
for pricking on his mount. OE. spora 
spura = OS. sporo, OHG. sporo (Du. SPOOR, 
G. sporn, earlier sporen), 0::"1. spori :
<?Germ. (exc. Gothic) *spuron (whence F. 
eperon, Pr. esporo, Sp. espuera, Pg. espora, 
It. sp(e)rone), based on IE. *sper- strike with 
the foot (cf. SPURN). Hence vb. XIII (La3.). 

spurge sp5.Id3 plant of the genus Euphor
bia, species of which have been used as 
purgatives. Aphetic- OF. espurge (mod. 
epurge), f. espurgier :- L. expurgare (see 
EX- 1, PURGE). 

spuri~us spjuC>·riC>s illegitimate XVI ; not 
genume XVII. f. L. spurius bastard, prop. 
legal term and per h. of alien origin and allied 
to spurcus impure. 

Spurling var. of SPAR[.!NG. 

spurn sp5.In strike with the foot (tintr. and 
trans.); reject with contempt. OE. spurnan, 
spornan, pt. spearn, pp. -spornen (more 
freq. retspurnan), corr. to OS. spurnan, 
OHG. spornon, spurnan, ON. *spurna, pt. 
sparn; Germ. str. vb. cogn. with L. 
spernere scorn. 

spurr(e)y spA·ri plant of the genus Sper
gula. XVI. - Du. spurrie, earlier sporie 
speurie, obscurely based on med. L. sper~ 
gula, whence G. spergel, sporgel. 

spurt1 sp5.It short period, brief unsus
tained effort. XVI. var. of contemp. SPIRT, 
of unkn. origin. 

spurt2 sp5.It issue in a sudden forcible jet. 
xvr. var. of contemp. spirt, of unkn. origin. 
Hence sb. XVIII. 

sputter sp.~ ·t;~J spit out in small particles 
xn ; utter hastily or confusedlv XVII. - Du. 
sputteren, of imit. origin; cf. SPLliTTER. 

sputum spju·t;,m saliva, spittle. xvn. 
- L. sptitum, sb. use of n. pp. of spuere spit; 
see SPEW. 

spy spai one who watches secretly (e.g. an 
enemy). XIII. Aphetic- OF. espie ( = Pr., 
Cat. espia, It. spia), f. espier ESPY, whence 
sp3;' vb. act as a sp~; catch sight of xm ; 
- Germ. *spex-, as m MLG. speen, MDu. 
spien (Du. spieden), OHG. speh6n (G. 
spahen), 0~. speja, spreja, repr. IE. *spek
(L. specere; see SPECIES), poss. rei. by 
metathesis with Gr. skep- (see SCEPTIC). 
(jf For other derivs. of the base see ASPECT, 
AVSPICE, CONSPECTVS, CONSPICVOUS, EXPECT, 
FRONTISPIECE, INSPECT, RESPECT, SPECTRUM, 
SUSPECT. 
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SQUAB 

squab skw<>b young bird; squat person; 
sofa, couch, soft cushion. xvu. Of uncertain 
origin; cf. Sw. dial. sqvabb loose fat flesh, 
sqvabba fat woman, sqvabbig flabby, and 
Eng. tquab (XVII) squat object (cf. G. 
quabbe soft mass). Also adj. squat. xvn. 

squabash skw<>bad crushing blow. XIX 
(Wilson). f. SQUA!sH+BASH. Also vb. 

squabble skw<>·bl quarrel in a petty 
manner (Sh.); throw (type) out of line xvn. 
imit. of noisy confusion; pro b. of im.it. orig. 
So sb. Cf. Sw. dial. sqvabbel. 

squad skw;:,d small detail of soldiers. 
XVII. Aphetic (after next)- F. escouade, 
tesquade (XVI), var. of escadre- Sp. escuadra, 
It. squadra, corr. to F. ecarre SQUARE. 

squadron skwv·dr;}n tbody of soldiers in 
square formation; military and naval unit. 
xvr. - It. squadrone, f. squadra SQUARE; cf. 
F. t(e)squadron (mod. escadron), Sp. escua
dron; cf. -OON. 

squails skweilz ninepins. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin j cf. KAYLES, SKITTLES. 

squalid skw;:,·lid repulsively foul. XVI 
(Spenser). - L. sqwilidus, f. squalere be dry, 
rough, dirty; see-m1• Sosqua·loR2 skw;:,·l;}.r. 
XVII. 

squall skw5l cry out violently. XVII (Dray
ton). prob. alt. of SQUEAL by assoc. with 
BAWL. Hence perh. squall sb. sudden and 
violent gust of wind (and rain). XVIII. 

squaloid skwei·loid shark-like. XIX. f. L. 
squalus sea-fish (Varro, Pliny), used in zoo!. 
for the shark, rei. to WHALE; see -om. 

squamose skwei·mous, skw;:,moirs scaly. 
XVII. - L. squamosus, f. squama scale; see 
-osE1• So squa·mous. xvr. - F. squameux 
or L. 

squander skw:rnd;}.r (dial.) scatter, dis
perse; spend prodigally. XVI (Sh., Nashe). 
Of unkn. origin. 

square skWE;}.I A. implement for deter
mining a right angle XIII (Cursor M.); B. 
rectangular figure with four equal sides 
XIV; rectangular area XVII. Earliest form 
squire (XIII-XVII) chiefly in sense A, 
later square (xv), aphetic - OF. esquere, 
esquare (mod. equerre) = Pr. escaire, Sp. 
escuadra, It. squadra :- Rom. *exquadra, 
f. *exquadrare, f.ex Ex-1 +quadra square (see 
QUADRANT). So square adj. XIV. - OF. 
esquarre, pp. of esquarrer (whence squarevb. 
XIV) = Sp. escuadrar etc. :- Rom. *exquad
rare. 

squarrose skwre·rous, skw;:,·rous having 
scales, etc. standing out at right angles. 
XVIII. - L. squarrosus scurfy, scabby, prob. 
for *escharosus (with assim. to squama scale), 
f. Gr. eskhdra SCAR; see -OSE1• 

squarson skwa·.rs;}n parish priest who is 
also squire. XIX (1876 E. A. Freeman; has 
been attributed to Bishop Wilberforce and 
others). joe. f. SQUIIRE and P!ARSON. 

squash1 skw;:,J crush to a flat mess or pulp. 
XVI. Aphetic- OF. esquasser = It. squas
sare :- Rom. *exquasstire; see EX-', QUASH. 

SQUINT 

squash• skw;:,J kind of gourd. xvn. Short 
for t(l)squoutersquash- Narragansett Indian 
asquutasquash, f. asq raw, uncooked, the 
-ash being pl. ending, as in succoTASH. 

squat skw;:,t A. (dial.) crush, flatten xm; 
B. ref!. and intr. sit in a crouching attitude 
xv. -OF. esquatir, -ter, f. es- EX-1+quatir 
press down, crouch, hide :- Rom. *coactire, 
f. L. coactus (cf. medL. quactus), pp. of 
cogere drive or force together, f. co- COM-+ 
agere drive (cf. AGENT). Cf. SWAT1 • 

squaw skw5 N. Amer. Indian woman or 
wife. XVII. -Narragansett Indian squaws, 
Massachusetts squa woman. 

squawk skw5k utter a loud harsh cry. 
XIX. imit. 

squeak skwik utter a short or slight high
pitched sound XIV (Trevisa; trans. XVI); 
(sl.) turn informer, 'squeal' XVII (Dryden). 
imit., combining the initials of SQUEAL and 
final of SHRIEK; but cf. Sw. skviika croak. 

squeal skwil utter a long loud cry XIII 
(Cursor M.); (sl.) turn informer XIX. imit.; 
in earliest use northern. 

squeamish skwi·miJ affected with nausea 
xv; distant, reserved, prudish, fastidious 
XVI. alt., by substitution of -ISH1 for -ous, 
of ME. squaymes, squeymous, earlier scoymus, 
squoymous (mod. north. dial. skymous), 
aphetic- AN. escoymos, of unkn. origin. 

squeegee skwid3i· implement fitted with 
rubber for removing moisture from a sur
face. XIX. Arbitrarily f. squeege (xvm), 
expressive alt. of SQUEEZE; see -EE 2• 

squeeze skwiz press hard, force out by 
pressure. xvr. var. of earlier tsquise, tsquize 
(XVI), intensive of tqueise (xv), as (dial.) 
squench of quench; ult. origin unknown. 

squelch skwel1J crush down (something 
soft). XVII. imit.; cf. rare quelch (XVII). 

squeteague skweti·g (U.S.) weak-fish or 
sea salmon, Cynoscion regalis. Narragansett 
Indian. 

squib skwib kind of firework; smart hit, 
lampoon. XVI. prob. imit. of a slight 
explosion. 

squid skwid kind of cuttle fish. XVII 
(Purchas). Of unkn. origin. 

squiffy skwi-fi (sl.) slightly drunk. XIX. 
Of unkn. origin. 

squiggle skwi·gl make wavy or writhing 
movements. XIX. perh. blend of SQUIRM 
and WIGGLE, WRIGGLE. 

squilgee skwi-ld3i kind of swab. XIX. 
perh. blend of SQUELCH and SQUEEGEE. 

squill skwil (root of) the sea-onion. xrv. 
- L. squilla, var. of scilla - Gr. ski!la. 

squinch skwin'J (archit.) tstone cut for a 
scuncheon xv; support constructed across 
an angle XIX. Shortening of SCUNCHEON. 

squint skwint t(looking) obliquely with the 
eyes differently directed XIV (in squyntloker, 
Trevisa); adj., (as in s. eye, -eyed), vb. XVI. 
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SQUIRE 

Hence sb., strabismus XVII; hagioscope XIX. 
Aphetic of ASQUINT; cf. late ME. of skwyn, 
analytic var. of askoyne. 

squire skwai;}.r young man in attendance on 
a knight XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); one who 
attends on a lady XVI (Spenser); country 
gentleman XVII. Aphetic- OF. esquier 
ESQUIRE. Hence squi·rearchy -ii.rki class 
of squires. XVIII; after hierarchy. squirEE"N2 

petty squire XIX (Maria Edgeworth). 

squirm skw5.rm writhe like an eel, etc. 
XVII (Ray, 'South and East Country \Vords'). 
Of symbolic origin; pro b. assoc. with 
zcorm. 

squirrel skwi·r;)l rodent of genus Sciurus, 
or subfamily Sciurina. XIV (Ch.). Aphetic
A~. esquire!, OF. esquireul, escureul (mod. 
ecureuil) = Pr. escurol, esquirol, Sp. esquirol :
Rom. *sc[iriulus, dim. of *sc1lrius, for L. 
sciiirus- Gr. skiouros, prob. f. skid SHADE 
+ourd tail. 

squirt skw5.rt eject liquid in a thin stream. 
XIV. Earlier swirt and perh. - LG. szvirtjen, 
of imit. origin. 

squish skwif (dial.) squeeze, squash. XVII. 
imit. Hence sb. (Univ. sl.) marmalade. 
XIX. 

squit skwit (dial., sl.) insignificant or con
temptible person. XIX. prob. rei. to (dial.) 
squit squirt and SQt:ITTER. 

squitch skwitf alt. of QUITCH. XVIII. 
squitter skwi·t;,.r (dial.) squirt, splutter 

XVI (Nashe); void thin excrement xvn. 
imit. 

st excl. used (i) to impose silence, (ii) drive 
away or urge on an animal. XIV. So in L., 
tF., G., Du.; cf. HIST, WHIST\ 

stab st~b use a pointed weapon to wound 
or kill. XIV (Barbour). The relation to 
synon. (dial.) stob (XVI) is not clear; similar 
correspondences are seen in spratfsprot, 
strap/strop. Hence sb. xv (Promp. Parv.). 

stable1 stei·bl building for the housing of 
horses and tcattle. xm. Aphetic- OF. 
estable m. and fern. stable, pigsty, etc. (mod. 
etable cowhouse), corr. to Pr. estable, -a, 
Sp. establo, It. stabbio sheepfold, Rum. 
staul, staur (whence mod Gr. stazUos) :- L. 
stabulum, Rom. *stabula (pl. used as fern. 
sg.) stall, enclosure for animals, lit. 'stand
ing-place', f. *st(h)a-, base of L. stcire 
STAND. Cf. CONSTABLE. Hence, or - OF. 
est abler- L. stabulare, stable vb. XIV. 

stable• stei·bl able to remain erect, not 
liable to fail or va1y, steadfast. XIII. -AN. 
stable, OF. estable (mod. stable), corr. to Pr., 
Sp. estable, Pg. estavel :- L. stabile-m, -is, 
(with pass. force) firm as a foundation or 
support, (with active force) standing firm, 
secure, steadfast, f. *stii, base of stare 
STAND; see -BLE. So stabiliTY st;~bi·liti 
xv (Lydg.). In earliest use also stablete
OF. (e)stablete- L. stabilitiis, on which 

STAFF 

(O)F. stabilite and Eng. stabilitie were 
directly modelled. stabilizE stei·-, stm·bilaiz. 
XIX. -F. stabiliser. stabhsH2 st~·blif XIII 
(Cursor M.). Earlier var. of ESTABLISH, now 
chiefly used in reminiscences of the Bible 
and the Prayer Book ; in ME. varying with 
tstable (XIII), testable- OF. establir (mod. 
etablir) - L. stabilire. 

staccato st;,ka·tou (mus.) with abrupt 
breaks between successive notes. XVIII.,- It. 
staccato, pp. of staccare, aphetic of distaccare 
DETACH. 

stack stmk pile, heap. XIII (Havelok, 
Cursor :VI.); cluster of chimneys XVII 
(Pepys). - ON. stakkr haystack :- Germ. 
*stakkaz, prob. in IE. *stognos (cf. Russ. 
stog haystack). Hence stack vb. pile up 
XIV; (U.S.) pack (cards) fraudulently XIX. 

stacte st~·kti fragrant spice of the ancients. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). L. - Gr. staktif, sb. use 
of fern. of stakt6s distilling in drops, f. *stag-, 
base of stdzein flow, drip. 

stad stat S. African town or village. XIX. 
- Du. stad = G. stadt, rei. to STEAD. 

staddle st~·dl tfoundation OE. ; young 
tree left standing; lower part of a rick, etc. 
XVI; platform on which a rick stands XVIII. 
OE. stapol base, support, tree trunk, fixed 
position = OFris. stathul, OS. staiJal 
standing, OHG. stadal barn (G. dial. stadel), 
ON. stpiJull milking-place:- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *staplaz, f. •sta- STAND + instr. 
suffix *-tl-. 

stad(t)holder stm·thou:ld;~.r tgovernor of a 
fortress XVI ; in the Netherlands, viceroy of 
a province, etc. XVII. - Du. stad/wuder 
( = G. statthalter) tr. LOCt:M TENENS, f. stad 
place (STEAD) -1 · houder, agent-noun of houden 
HOLD1• 

stadia stei·di;, apparatus for measuring 
distance by optical means. XIX. Of obscure 
origin; perh. - pl. of STADIUM, which was so 
used earlier in Eng. So in F. use. 

stadium stei·di;,m ancient Greek and 
Roman measure of length XVI ; course for 
foot-racing; stage of a process XVII. - L. 
stadium- Gr. stddion, earlier (Argive) spd
dion racecourse, f. spiin draw (cf. SPAN, 
L. spatium SPACE, SPASM, SPIN), prob. infl. 
by stddios fixed, firm, f. IE. *st(h)a- STAND. 

staff stitf pl. staves steivz (now chiefly 
literary exc. in senses in which STAVE is now 
the usual sg.), staffs stafs (the only form 
in C). A. stick, pole, rod OE. (later in many 
spec. uses); B. tletter OE.; tline of verse 
xv; tstanza XVI; (mus.) set of horizontal 
lines for the placing of notes XVII ; C. body 
of officers or persons employed XVIII. OE. 
stref = OFris. stef, OS. staf (Du. staf), 
OHG. stap (G. stab), ON. stafr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *staoaz, of which a var. 
appears in Goth. *stafs (d. pl. stabim). 
C is of Continental origin; cf. Du. staf, 
G. stab (also generalstab, regimentsstab; the 
use being prob. developed from the sense 
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STAFF AGE 

wand of office, 'baton' (cf. 'The Germans 
Call a Regiment, and all that belongs to it, 
the Colonel's Staff (den Regiment, oder 
Colonelstab), for with that the Soldiers are 
to be ruled' (Astry, tr. Saavedra Faxardo II 
249, 17oo). Hence vb. provide with a staff 
of officers, etc. XIX. 

staffage stada3 accessories of a picture. 
XIX. -G. staffage, pseudo-F. formation on 
G. staffieren fit out, garnish; Cf. OF. 
estoffage furnishing, garnishing, f. estoffer, 
STUFF ; see -AGE. 

stag streg male of the (red) deer XII; 
(north.) young horse XIV; (dial.) full-grown 
castrated animal XVII; male of birds; (sl.) 
informer XVIII. OE *stacga, *stagga, of 
similar formation to the OE. animal names 
docga DOG, frocga FROG, *picga, *pigga PIG, 
*sucga, *sugga (cf. ME. hegesugge hedge
sparrow), wicga beetle (see EARWIG); perh. 
orig. 'male animal in its prime' (cf. ON. 
staggr, staggi male bird, whence north. dial. 
steg gander, in lcel. also steggur tomcat). 

stage steid3 A. storey, floor XIII (Cursor 
M.); B. tstation, position XIII; t C. raised 
floor, platform XIV (in a theatre XVI); D. 
division of a journey or process; short for 
s. coach xvu. Aphetic- OF. estage dwelling, 
stay, situation (mod. etage storey) = Pr. 
estatge :- Rom. *staticum standing-place, 
position, f. L. stiire STAND; cf. -age. Sense 
D. perh. arose from a supposed etymol. 
connexion with STADIUM. So stagER1 

stei·d3;;1J: old s., one qualified by long 
experience. XVI; OF. estagier (f. estage) in
habitant, resident, is a poss. source. 

stagger stre·g;;J.r move involuntarily from 
side to side; cause to reel or totter. XVI; alt. 
of (dial.) stacker (XIII Cursor M.)- ON. 
stakra, frequent. of staka push, stagger. 
Hence stagger sb. spec. pl. as name of a 
vertiginous disease XVI. Cf. for change of 
cons. straggle, trigger. 

stagnant stre·gn;mt (of liquid) tthat is at 
rest in a vessel; not running or flowing. XVII. 
- L. stagnant-, -tins, prp. of stagntire (hence 
sta·gnate XVII) f. stagnum pool; see -ANT, 
-ATE3

• Hence stagnA·TION. XVII. 

staid steid tfixed, permanent ; settled in 
character; of sober or steady demeanour. XVI 
(stayed). adj. use of pp. of STAY vb. 

stain stein A. change the colour of, tde
pri ve of colour; sully, blemish ; spot or 
blotch with dirt, etc. XIV; B. impart its 
colour to, tinge; tomament with colour xv ; 
colour (fabric, etc.) with pigment XVII, 
(glass) XVIII. Aphetic of DISTAIN; the de
velopment of sense B is obscure. Hence sb. 
XVI ; dye, pigment XVIII. 

stair ste;;J.r flight of steps OE. ; so in coll. pl. 
XIV; any one of these XIV. OE. st:Eger = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. steiger scaffolding, quay 
:- *staigri, f. Germ. *staig- •stig- climb 
(cf. STY). t]! For staircase (xvn) see CASE 2• 

STALK 

staithe steil'i (dial., esp. north.) landing
stage, wharf. XIV (stath). - 0]'1<. •sta]Jwo, 
stpo, rel. to OE. stmjJ = OS. stao, OHG. 
stad, Goth. sta]Ja (d. sg.) bank, shore:
CGerm. *sta]Jaz, •-am, f. *sta- STAND; 
further rel. to OHG. stado, MHG. gestat 
(G. gestade) shore. 

stake1 steik stout stick or post. OE. staca, 
corr. to OFris., (M)LG., MDu. stake (Du. 
staak); sb. of the LDu. area (G. stake, 
staken, Sw. stake, etc. being -1\IILG.), f. 
*stak- *stek- (see STICK). Hence stake vb. 
XIV; cf. OE. stacung impaling on a stake. 
q From Germ. are OF. estaque, -ache, Pr., 
Sp. estaca, It. stacca. 

stake2 steik sb. that which is placed at 
hazard; vb. wager, hazard. XVI (Palsgr.). 
Of unkn. origin. 

stalactite stre·laktait, st;;Jlre·ktait icicle-like 
deposit of carbonate of lime pendent from 
a cave-roof. XVII. - modL. stalactites 
(Olaus Wormius), f. Gr. stalakt6s dropping, 
dripping, f. stalak-, base of staldssein drip, 
let drip; see -ITE. So sta·lagmite similar 
deposit rising from the floor of a cave. XVIII. 
- modL. stalagmites (Olaus Wormius). 
f. Gr. stdlagma, stalagm6s. 

stale1 steil twooden upright; long handle, 
as of a broom. OE. stalu (corr. to Flem., 
Fris. staal handle), rel. to stela support, 
stalk (mod. dial. steal, stell) ; cf. Gr. stele&, 
-6n handle, f. *stel-. 

stale2 steil t(of liquor) that has stood long 
enough to clear, (hence) old and strong XIII; 
that has lost its freshness XVI. prob. -AN., 
OF. *estale (mod. etale, naut. of stationary 
water), f. estaler come to a stand, STALL 2 • 

stale• steil urinate, esp. of horses. xv. 
perh. - O,F. estaler take up a position (see 
next), in spec. sense. 

stalemate stei·lmeit (in chess) position 
(not properly a mate) in which the player 
has no allowable move open to him, but is 
not in check. XVIII. f. synon. tstale (XV
XVII), prob.- AN. estale, position, f. estaler 
be placed, f. Germ. *stall-; see STALL\ 
MATE2 • 

stalk1 st5k slender stem of plant or flower. 
XIV. prob. dim. (with k suffix), of ME. stale, 
OE. stalu side of a ladder, stave (see STALE1), 

rel. to OE. stela stalk, support; cf. WFlem. 
stalke(n), Norw. dial. stalk, and parallel 
NFris. stelk, Icel. stilkur, OSw., ODa. 
sti<Elke (Sw. stjelk, Da. stilk). 

stalk2 st5k twalk stealthily OE.; pursue 
game by method of stealthy approach XIV 
(trans. XIX); walk with stiff measured steps 
XVI ('I stalke, I go softely and make great 
strides .... He stalketh lyke a crane', 
Palsgr.). Late OE. *stealcian (repr. in 
bistealcian and vbl. sb. stealcung) :- *stalko
jan, frequent. f. *stal-, *stel- STEAL. 
Hence sta·lking-horse horse, or screen 
simulating one, used in stalking game XVI. 
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STALL 

stall1 st51 tplace, position; division in 
stable or shed OE. ; each of a row of seats 
in a choir; board in front of a shop for the 
sale of goods, booth, stand XIV; sheath for 
the finger, etc. xv (finger-stall). OE. steall 
= OFris., (M)Du., OHG. stal (G. stall), 
ON. stallr pedestal, stall for a horse :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *stallaz, prob. :
*staiJlaz, f. *sta- STAND, with *-dhl- suffix 
(and corr. to L. stabulurn STABLE1 ) or with 
*-tl- suffix (and a var. of *staplaz STADDLE). 
In some ME. senses partly- OF. estal 
(mod. etal) place, stall in church, etc. = It. 
stallo, of Germ. origin. 

stall 2 st51 A. thave one's abode; B.tinstall; 
C. put (an animal) in a stall XIV; tassign, 
fix; D. come or bring to a stand XV. Of 
mixed origin; partly (i) -OF. estale1· stop, 
sit in choir, f. estal (see STALL1), (ii) f. 
STALL\ and (iii) aphetic of INSTAI.L. Cf. 
FORESTALL. 

stallion st~·lj;m entire horse. XIV (\Vycl. 
Bible). Late ME. staloun- AN. var. (cf. 
AL. stalonus) of OF. estalon (mod. halon) ~ 
It. stallone- Rom. deriv. (cf. -ooN) of 
Germ. *stall- STALL1 (stallions for breeding 
being kept in the stable); the origin of the 
form -ion (stalyone xv) is unkn.; but cf. 
It. stallio. 

stalwart stiHw<>.tt, st~· 1- strongly made; 
valiant, resolute. XIV (Barbour). Sc. var. of 
stalward, stalworth, brought into Eng. use 
by Scott; OE. strelwierpe (:\1E. stalworpe, 
-worde, -warde), f. stfi:l place (perh. contr. 
of *stajJl-, stapol STADDLE; cf. occas. ME. 
staaelwur/Je)+weorp, warp WORTH 2 adj. 
CJl For the final t cf. stezvart, Sc. var. of 
steward. 

stamen stei·men twarp, thread; (bot.) 
male or fertilizing organ of a plant. XVII. 
- L. stamen warp, thread of warp (pl. 
stamina; see next) applied by Pliny to the 
stamens of the lily, corr. to Gr. sdrnon 
warp, sterna some part of a plant (Hesy
chius), Goth. stoma, Skr. sthaman station, 
place :- IE. *st(h)amon-, *st(h)iimen-, f. 
*st(h)a- STAND. 

stamina st~·mina tnative elements or 
rudiments of a thing XVII; tcongenital vital 
capacities; vigour of bodily constitution 
XVIII ; intellectual or moral robustness XIX. 
- L. stamina, pl. of stamen; see prec. 
CJl The senses arise partly from the orig. L. 
sense 'warp of cloth', partly from the 
application of L. stamina to the threads 
spun by the Fates. 

stammel stae-ml (hist.) coarse woollen 
cloth. XVI (Palsgr.). prob. alt. (with variation 
of suffix) of tstamin (garment of) coarse 
cloth (xm) - OF. estamine (mod. etamine) -
fern. of L. adj. stiimineus, f. stamen (see prec.). 

stammer st~·ma.r speak with halting 
articulation OE.; (dial.) stagger XIV. Late 
OE. stamerian = OS. stamaron, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. stameren :- WGerm. *stamrojan, f. 
*stamra- (repr. by OE. stamor stammering), 

STAND 

f. •stam-, repr. by OE. stam(m), OHG. 
stammer, ON. stamr, Goth. stamms stammer
ing, OHG. stam(m)en, ON. stama stammer, 
and synon. vbs. with other formatives, 
(M)LG., (M)Du. stamelen, OHG. stamalon 
(G. stammeln), f. WGerm. *stamla- (OHG. 
stamal) stammering, OE. stammettan. Cf. 
STEM 3, STUMBLE; -ER4• 

stamp st~mp A. tbray, pound xn; B. 
bring down the foot heavily XIV ; C. strike 
an impression on something XVI. pro b. OE. 
*stampian = (M)LG., (M)Du. stampen, 
OHG. stamp/on pound (G. stampfen stamp 
with the foot, pound, crush), ON. stappa :
Genn. •stampojan, f. *stampaz, -on pestle, 
mortar (OE. pil)stampe pestle, MLG. 
stamp, stampe, (O)HG. stampj), prob. f. 
nazalized var. of *stap- tread, STEP; re
inforced or infl. in sense in ME. by (O)F. 
estamper stamp ( = Pr., Sp. estampar, It. 
stampare), Rom. f. Germ. *stamp-. Parallel 
formations are OE. stempan pound, bray 
(astempan stamp with a die, stempingisern 
stamping-iron)= MLG. stempen, MHG. 
stempfen. The base has been connected by 
some with Gr. stembein shake about, handle 
roughly. Hence or- F. estampe stamp sb. 
stamping instrument xv; stamped or im
pressed mark; kind, character; act of 
stamping as with the foot XVI. 

stampede st~mpi·d (orig. U.S.) sudden 
rush and flight, orig. of panic-stricken 
cattle. XIX. -spec. Mex. use of Sp. 
estampida crash, uproar = OF. estampie, 
Pr. estampida, It. stampita, sb. use of fern. 
pp. of Rom. *stampire- Germ. *stampjan 
STAMP. 

stance st~ns station, position. XVI. - F. 
stance tstay, stanza- It. stanza station, 
stopping-place (see STANZA). 

stanch, staunch stiinJ, st5nf stop the flow 
of; arrest the progress of, allay; tquench, 
extinguish. XIV. - OF. estanchier (mod. 
etancher) = Pr. Sp. estancar in similar 
senses, It. stancare weary - CRom. *stan
dire, f. *stancus (whence OF. estqnc) dried 
up, weary, Pr. estanc exhausted, weak, Sp. 
estanco, Pg. estanque watertight, It. stanco 
exhausted, enfeebled (tmano stanca left 
hand, Rum. stfng the left), of unkn. origin. 
For the rei. adj. see STAUNCH. 

stanchion sta·nJan upright bar or stay. xv. 
-AN. stanchon- OF. estanchon, estanson, 
f. estance prop, support :- Rom. *stantia 
(cf. STANCE, STANZA). 

stand st~nd pt., pp. stood stud A. assume 
or maintain an erect position on the feet; 
be upright on a base; be set or placed OE.; 
B. confront, face XIV; cause to stand, set 
upright XIX. OE. standan, pt. stod, st6don, 
pp. (ge)standen = OFris. standa, stonda, 
(pl.) stodun, stenden, OS. standan, stod, 
stiidun, -standan (Du. pt. stond), OHG. 
stantan, stuont, stuondum, gistantan (G. pt. 
stand, tstund, pp. gestanden), ON. standa, 
st6]>, st6pom, stapenn, Goth. standan, stop, 
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st6jJUm (no pp.) :- CGerm. str. vb. *standan, 
pt. *stop, pl. *stooun (prob. without pp., 
which has been supplied differently in the 
several langs.), formed, with suffix *-nd
(:- IE. *-nt-) in the pres. stem and *-jJ-, 
*- o- ( :- IE. *-t-) in the perfect stem, on the 
base *sta- *sto- :- IE. *stha- *stha- stand, 
cause to stand, !repr. in all branches exc. 
Arm. and Alb., e.g. L. stare, Gr. histdnai, 
OS!. stati, Skr. stha, tisthati. (In the Germ, 
langs. exc. Eng., ON., and Gothic, the pres. 
stem has a shorter form (by infl. of gan, gen 
Go), e.g. OFris., OS. stan, OHG. stan, sten 
(Du. staan, G. stehen), and in some the pp. 
has similar forms.) The Eng. pp. standen, 
stand( e) survived till XVI, when it was super
seded by the pt. form stood; the wk. 
formation standed (xvr) is rare, but see 
UNDERSTAND. Hence stand sb. tdelay OE. 
(late Nhb.); place of standing, position XIII 
(Cursor M.); act of standing, stop, halt xvr; 
appliance to stand on XVII. comp. sta·nd
point (physical or mental) point of view. 
XIX. f. STAND vb. +POINT sb., after G. 
standpunkt (xvm), which was modelled on 
gesichtspunkt (XVI), tr. L. punctum visiis ( cf. 
F. point de vue point of view). sta·ndstill 
cessation of movement. XVIII. f. phr. stand 
still (STILL1); cf. G. stillstand. t]J The IE. 
base is repr. by the foll. and their con
nexions: stable, state, station, static, statue, 
stature, status; statute; stater; stance, stanza; 
circumstance, substance ; transubstantiation ; 
constant, distant, extant, instant; destine, 
predestinate, destiny; interstice, solstice; 
assist, consist, desist, exist, insist, persist, 
resist, subsist ; superstition ; constitute, desti
tute, institute, prostitute, substitute, restitu
tion ; STOOL. 

standard st~·ndg.Id A. military or naval 
ensign XII; B. (gen.) erect or upright ob
ject; stump of tree left standing XIII (in 
place-names); C. exemplar of measure or 
weight; level or degree of quality or achieve
ment xv. Aphetic (in AL. standard(i)um 
XII) of AN. estaundart, OF. estendart (mod. 
etendard), f. estendre EXTEND; see -ARD. 
The group of meanings under B is of mixed 
origin, but in the majority assoc. with 
STAND is clear. Hence sta·ndardrzE. xrx. 

standish st~·ndif (arch.) stand for writing 
materials. xv. Of unkn. origin; presum
ably based on STAND, but the ending is 
obscure (vars. in -age, -ege, -idge occur 
XVII-XVIII). 

stang st~l) pole, beam. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- ON. stgng (corr. to OE. steng) = OS., 
OHG. stanga (Du. stang, G. stange) :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *staygo, f. base cogn. 
with *steyg- pierce (see STING). t]J Sur
viving esp. in (local) ride the s., be carried 
astride a pole for the derision of spectators. 

stanhope stre·n;Jp applied to (i) a light open 
two-seated vehicle first made for the Hon. 
and Rev. Fitzroy Stanhope (1787-1864), 
and (ii) a lens and a printing press invented 
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by Charles, third Earl Stanhope (1753-
1816). XIX. 

staniel stre·ni;JI kestrel. OE. stiin(e)gella 
'stone-yeller', f. stiin STONE + *gella, f. 
gellan YELL (in OE. of the cry of the hawk). 

stank strel)k (local) pond, pool XIII; dam, 
weir XVII. -OF. estanc (mod. etang) = Pr. 
estanc(s), Sp. estanque :-Rom. *stancu-, 
prob. f. *stanciire dam up, STANCH. 

stannary stre·n;Jri the Stannaries, the dis
tricts comprising the tin mines and smelting 
works of Cornwall and Devon. xv. 
medL. stanniiria n.pl., f. late L. stannum tin, 
properly stagnum alloy of silver and tin 
(Pliny), whence F. etain, Sp. estafio, It. 
stagno, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. W. ystaen, 
Bret. sten); see -ARY. 

stanniC stre·nik contammg tin. XVIII. 
f. late L. stannum; see prec., -rc. 

stanza stre·nzg (self-contained) group of 
lines of verse. Late xvr (stanze, stanzo, 
stanza) -It. stanza standing, stopping
place, dwelling, room, strophe (whence F. 
stance, G. stanze) = Pr. estansa position, 
Sp. estancia dwelling, room :- Rom. *stan
tia, f. L. stant-, stans, prp. of stiire STAND. 
Hence stanzaiC -ei-ik. XIX. 

staphyloma st~filou·m;> (path.) protru
sion of the cornea. XVI (-ome). - modL. 
- Gr. staphUloma, f. staphute bunch of 
grapes; see -OMA. 

staple1 stei·pl tpost, pillar (surviving in 
place-names) OE.; short U-shaped metal 
rod or bar XIII (so in AL. staplus xu). OE. 
stapol, corr. to OFris. stapul, -el rung, 
anvil, crown of a tooth, execution block, 
MLG., (M)Du. stapel pillar, steeple, anvil, 
emporium, OHG. staffal foundation, ON. 
st(lpullpil!ar, steeple:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*stapulaz; see -LE1• 

staple2 stei·pl place in which merchants 
have trading privileges; principal market or 
commercial centre XV ; principal article of 
commerce or industry XVII ; chief object of 
employment, etc. XIX. - OF. estaple em
porium, mart (mod. etape halting-place) 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. stapel (see prec.). 
Hence sta·ple adj. having the chief place in 
production or use; orig. qualifying com
modity. XVII. 

staple3 stei·pl fibre of wool, etc. as deter
mining the quality. xv. perh. f. tstaple vb. 
inspect and sort at a staple (see prec.). 

star sta.I luminous celestial body OE., 
image or figure of one of them XIV. OE. 
steorra = OFris. stera, OS. sterro (Du. ster, 
star), OHG. sterro :- CWGerm. *sterron, 
to which a parallel formation is *sternon, 
repr. by OHG. sterno (G. stern), ON. 
stjarna (whence ME. sterrne 'Ormulum'), 
Goth. stairn6; f. IE. *ster- *ster-, repr. by 
L. stella (:- *sterlii), Gr. astir (aster-), 
dstron (cf. ASTRAL), with Indo-Iran., Arm., 
Toch., and Celtic cogns. Star Chamber {xv), 
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orig. tsterred (starred) chamber (xiv), tr. 
AL. camera stellata, AN. chambre esteillee or 
des esteilles (XIV); prob. so called from its 
decoration. Hence sta·rrY1• XIV (Ch.). 
Late ME. sterry. sta·r-ga:zer. XVI 
(Geneva Bible); see GAZE. 

starboard stii·.tb5.td, -b;ud right-hand side 
of a ship )( larboard. OE. steorbord (f. steor 
guidance, steering paddle, rudder (see 
STEER2)+bord BOARD), to which there are 
corr. continental Germ. forms, whence are 
F. testribord (mod. tribord), Sp. estribor, It. 
stribordo. CJl The etymol. sense refers to the 
early mode of steering by means of a paddle 
worked over the right side of the vessel. 

starbolins, -bowlines stii·.tbolinz pl. men 
of the starboard watch. XVIII. perh. f. prec. 
+-LING1 ; so larbolins. 

starch stiiJtf tstiffen, compose (the 
features); stiffen (linen, etc.) with starch xv. 
repr. OE. *sterian make rigid (the pp. is 
found in steriedferhp of fixed or resolute 
mind) = OFris. sterka, -ia, OS. sterkian, 
OHG. sterken (Du. sterken, G. stiirken) 
strengthen :- WGerm. *starkjan, f. *starkaz 
STARK. Hence starch sb. substance ob
tained from flour, used to stiffen fabrics. 
xv; cf. MDu. stercke, MHG. sterke (G. 
starke), G. stiirkmehl. 

stare steaJ gaze fixedly OE.; (of hair) stand 
on end XVI. OE. starian = MLG. staren, 
OHG. staren, ON. stara, f. Germ. *star
*ster- be rigid, repr. also by MDu. star 
rigidity of the eyes (Du. staar cataract, 
glaucoma), Du. staren, G. starren be rigid, 
OE. st;er(e)blind quite blind (with cogns. in 
G., etc.), STARK, STARVE, STERN\ STEREO-. 

stark stiiJk thard, unyielding; tviolent, 
severe OE.; (arch.) strong, stout XIII; 
(dial.) rigid, stiff; sheer, absolute XIV; 
naked XVIII. OE. stearc = OFris. stark, 
OS., (O)HG. stark, (M)Du. sterk, ON. 
sterkr, Goth. *starks (in proper name 
Starcedius) :- CGerm. *starkaz, the weak 
grade of the base being repr. by OHG. 
gistorchanen grow rigid, Goth. gastaurknan 
dry up, ON. storkna curdle, ON. styrkr 
strong, strength; cf. also STARCH, STORK. 
In s. blind (xv) and s. dead (xiv) used adv. 
for 'quite', from the sense 'rigid'; similarly 
s. naked (XVI), for earlier (dial.) start naked 
(XIII) steort naket, f. START\ as if orig. 
'naked even to the tail' ; synon. forms with 
other qualifying els. are OE. strer(e)blind 
(see STARE), OFris. stokknaked, Du. 
spiernakt, G. splitternackt ('stick'-, 'stalk-', 
'splinter-naked'). 

starling stii·JlilJ bird of the genus Sturnus. 
Late OE. sUer/inc, f. steer 'sturnus' (dial. 
stare), corr. to MLG. star, OHG. star m., 
stara fern. (G. star, stahr), ON. stari :
Germ. *staraz, *staron, rei. to L. sturnus; 
see -LI~G1 • 

starosta stii·rosta head man in a Russian 

STATE 
village community. XVI. Russ., Pol. 
'elder'. 

start1 stiiJt ttail OE.; (dial.) handle XIV; 
tpoint, spur of antler XVI; etc. OE. steort = 
OFris., (M)LG. stert, MDu. staert (Du. 
staart), (O)HG. sterz, ON. stertr:- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *stertaz, rei. to Gr. st6rthe 
point of a spear, st6rthugx point, boar's tusk, 
tine of antler, promontory. 

start• stii.tt A. tleap, jump (OE.); move 
with a sudden or violent impulse; issue 
swiftly XIII; make a sudden involuntary 
movement; break away XVI; set out for a 
race XVII ; set out on a journey ; B. cause to 
move in such ways XIV. ME. sterte, starte, 
stUrte, repr. OE. *stiertan or *steortian, 
*steartian, *styrtan (perh. seen in late Nhb. 
prp. sturtende), f. Germ. *stert- *start
*sturt-, repr. on the Continent by (M)LG. 
storten, (M)Du. storten, OHG. sturzen (G. 
stiirzen) overthrow, pour out, rush, fall 
headlong, gush out, and MHG. sterzen, 
starzen set up or stand stiffiy, move briskly. 

startle stii·.ttl tkick, struggle OE. (only); 
(dial.) rush XIII; tstart with surprise, etc.; 
cause to start (Sh.) xvr. OE. steartlian, 
f. *start-; see prec. and -LE 3• 

starve stii.tv tdie OE.; die of hunger; cause 
to die of hunger, cold, etc. XVI. OE. steorfan, 
pt. stearj, sturjon, pp. storjen = OFris. sterva, 
OS. steroan (Du. sterven), OHG. sterban (G. 
sterben) :- CWGerm. str. vb., perh. orig. 
'be rigid' and thus rei. to ON. stjarfi epi
lepsy, stjarjr, stirfinn obstinate, star] effort, 
star] a toil; outside Germ., cf. 0 Ir. ussarb 
(:- *udsterbhii) death; extension with -*bh
of the base *ster- be rigid (cf. STARE). The 
orig. str. forms of the pt. became obs. xv, 
of the pp. XVI. Hence starvA·TION. First 
used with ref. to the speech made 6 March 
1775 on the Bill for Restraining Trade and 
Commerce with New England Colonies by 
Henry Dundas (I74Z-I8I 1), who said that 
'as to the famine which was so pathetically 
lamented he was afraid it would not be 
produced by this Act', and consequently 
received the nickname 'Starvation'. 

stasis stei·sis (path.) stoppage of the fluids 
of the body. XVIII. - modL.- Gr. stdsis, 
f. *sta- STAND. 

-stat sta!t repr. modL. -stata, Gr. -stdtes, 
-statos, f. *sta- STAND; first in HELIOSTAT, 
intended to mean an instrument for causing 
the sun to appear stationary. 

state steit A. condition XIII (Ancr R.); B. 
tstatus, (high) rank XIII; 'solemn pomp' (J.); 
C. estate of the realm XIV; D. common
wealth; body politic, territory belonging 
thereto XVI; E. (partly from the vb.) state
ment XVII (spec. mil., report of forces XIX). 
Partly aphetic of ESTATE, partly direct-L. sta
tus manner of standing, condition, f. base of 
stare STAND. Hence vb. tplace XVI; set out 
in due form, declare in words XVI. sta·teLY1 

befitting or indicating high estate. XIV (Ch.); 
cf. G. staatlich, the sense of 'stately' being 
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expressed by stattlich (so Du. statelijk). 
sta·teMENT XVIII; repl. state sb. E. stater 
stei·t:J.l ancient weight and coin. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible). - late L. stater- Gr. stadr, f. "'sta-, 
base of histdnai STAND used in the sense 
'weigh'. sta·tesMAN (see-s) man concerned 
with affairs of state. XVI; after F. homme 
d'etat ; cf. G., Du. staatsman. static stre·tik 
tpert. to weighing or weight XVII ; pert. to 
forces in equilibrium or bodies at rest XVII; 
pert. to a fixed condition XIX. - modL. 
staticus - Gr. statik6s pert. to weighing, f. 
"'sta-; cf. F. statique. sta·tiCAL· XVI. 
tsta·tic sb. XVI, later altered to sta·trcs 
XVII. - modL. statica- Gr. statiki (sc. 
tekhne) science of weighing, fern. of statik6s. 
staTION stei·J;:~n in spec. or occas. use (e.g. 
to render the L. word), place assigned or 
prescribed for some (religious) observance 
XIV; tact of a play XVI ; act of standing (now 
techn.); standing-place, position; stopping
place (of a conveyance) XVI. - (O)F. 
station, corr. to Sp. estaci6n, It. stazione
L. statio(n-), f. "'stii.-. Hence or -F. 
stationner sta·tion vb. XVIII. sta·tionARY 
having a fixed station. xv (Lydg.). - L. 
stationarius, f. statio(n-); cf. (O)F. station
naire. sta·tionER2 t(hist.) bookseller, tpub
lisher XVI ; tradesman who sells writing 
materials (at one time part of the stock-in
trade of a bookseller) XVII. - medL. sta
tionarius tradesman having a regular 'sta
tion' or shop (i.e., not itinerant); cf. Sp. 
testacionario bookseller, It. tstazioniere 
shopkeeper; whence sta·tionERY articles 
sold by a stationer, writing materials. XVIII. 
statiST stei·tist tpolitician, statesman XVI; 
statistician XIX. perh. -F. statiste or It. 
statista f. stato- L. status. stati·stic 
st;:~ti·stik. xvm. stati·stiCAL tpolitical XVII; 
pert. to stati·strcs, first applied to the 
political science concerned with the facts of 
a state or community xvm; all derived (as 
F. statistique, etc.) immed.- G. statistisch 
adj., statistik sb., as used by G. Achenwall 
(1719-72); whence statisticiAN stretisti· J;:~n. 
XIX. stato- stre·tou repr. Gr. stat6s standing. 
cf. *sta-, used in scientific terms virtually 
as comb. form of STATIC and STATICS XIX. 
statue stre·tju representation in the round 
of a living being. XIV. - (O)F. statue- L. 
statua (whence also Sp. estdtua, It. statua), 
f. pp. stat- of stare. (The L. form was in use 
c. 1400-XVII.) sta·tuARY maker of statues; 
art of making them. xvr. - sb. uses of L. 
statuarius, -aria (sc. ars). statuE·SQUE xrx; 
after picturesque. statuE·TTE XIX. -F. 
statuRE stre·tJ;;u height of a living body. 
xm (Cursor M.). - (O)F. stature- L. 
statiira (whence also Sp. estatura, It. 
statura). status stei·t;:~s theight, acme 
XVII; legal standing xvm. - L. status. 
status quo stei·t;:~s kwou existing state of 
things. xrx. Based on L. phr. in statu quo 
ante, prius, or nunc ... in the STATE in 
which (things were) before, (or are) now. 
statute stre·tjiit enactment of a sovereign 
or legislative authority. - (O)F. statut 
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( = Pr. statuts, Sp. estatuto, It. statuto)
late L. statiitum decree, decision, law, sb. 
use of n. pp. of statuere set up, establish, 
decree, f. status. sta·tutABLE prescribed or 
allowed by statute, of statutory quality, etc. 
XVII. sta·tutORY2 tenacting; pert. to 
statutes. XVIII. tstatutary is earlier (xvii) 
but rare; cf. med.L. statfttarius, lex statu
taria. 

staunch, stanch st5nJ, stiinJ watertight; 
strong, firm xv; (of a sporting dog) reliable 
XVI; standing firm XVII. - OF. estanche, fern. 
of estanc, used as m. xrv (mod. etanche); 
see STANCH. 

stauro- st5·rou comb. form of Gr. staur6s 
cross, geol. in terms denoting cruciform 
formations. XIX. 

stave steiv stick orlath of wood XIV (Trev.); 
verse, stanza XVII ; set of lines to carry 
musical notation XVIII. Back-formation from 
staves, pl. of STAFF. Hence stave vb. break 
up (a cask) into staves xvr; break a hole in 
(a boat, etc.), make a hole in; drive off with 
a staff or stave ; keep or ward off XVII. 

stavesacre stei·vzei:k;u plant Delphinium 
Staphisagria. XIV (stafisage, staphisagre). 
- L. staphisagria- Gr. staphls agria 'wild 
raisin', staphis raisin, agria, fern. of dgrios 
wild. 

stay1 stei (naut.) large mast-rope. OE. 
st::eg, corr. to MLG. stach, Du. stag (whence 
G. stag), ON. stag:- Germ. "'staga-, f. 
"'stag- "'stax- be firm ( cf. STEEL). 

stay• stei support, prop, lit. and fig. XVI; 
pl. stiffened underbodice XVII. Partly
OF. estaye (mod. etai), partly f. stay vb. 
support, sustain (xvr)- OF. estayer (mod. 
etayer), of Germ. origin (cf. prec.). 

stay3 stei cease moving, remain ; cause to 
cease, stop, check xv. pro b. -pres. stem 
(AN.) estai-, estei- of OF. ester :- L. stare 
STAND. 

stead sted place, in various applications lit. 
and fig. (surviving in in one's s., and IN
STEAD) OE.; site for a building (surviving 
in farmstead, homestead, and place-names) 
XIII; tframework of a bed (surviving in 
bedstead) XV; advantage, profit (surviving in 
phr. stand in good s.) XIII. OE. stede, corr. 
to OFris. stede, stidi, OS. stad, stedi (MLG. 
stad, stede place, town), MDu. stat, stede 
(Du. stad town, stede, stee place), OHG. 
stat (MHG. stat, stete, G. statt place, adv. 
prep. instead (of), stiitte place, site, stadt 
town), ON. staor, Goth. staps place :
CGerm. *statliz :- IE. "'st(h)atis, f. *st(h)a
"'st(h)a- STAND; cf. Skr. sthiti standing, 
position, Gr. stdsis (see STATIC), L. statio 
STATION, statim adv. immediately. The sense 
'advantage' may be due to assoc. with MLG. 
stade opportunity, help = OHG. stata con
dition, opportunity, proper time or place, 
ON. staoa position, condition:- Germ. 
""staoon. Hence steadfast ste·df;:~st fixed 
m position, etc. OE. stedefrest (FAST1) = 
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MLG. stedevast, ON. staiJfastr. So steadY1 

ste·di tfixed, immovable; firm in position 
or movement; regular in operation or force 
XVI; not easily perturbed or disturbed XVII. 
f. sTEAD, after MLG., :vrDu. stedig, stiidig 
stable, constant = OHG. stiitig (G. stetig) 
:-Germ. *staiJigaz, f. *staiJ- (see prec.). 
Hence steady vb. xvr. 

steak steik thick slice or strip of meat. xv. 
-ON, steik, rei. to steikja roast on a spit, 
stikna be roasted. 

steal stil, pt. stole stoul, pp. stolen stou·
l;m take dishonestly OE. (in various uses 
with immaterial object from xm); come or 
go secretly xu (prob. after ON. stelask refl.). 
OE. stelan, pt. steel, stti:lon, pp. stolen = 
OFris. stela, OS., OHG. stefan (Du. stelen, 
G. stehlen), ON. stela, Goth. stilan, f. Germ. 
*stet- *steel- *stul-, of unkn. origin. The 
pt. stal (in A.V. twice stale) began to be 
superseded by stole in XIV, after the pp. 
Hence stealTH1 stelj:> ttheft; furtive or 
underhand action (surviving in by s.) XIII. 
OE. *stti:lp, repr. in ME. by stalp and -stelp. 
Whence stea·lthY1 • XVII (Sh.). 

steam stim vapour, fume OE. ; vapour into 
which water is converted bv heat xv. OE. 
steam = WFris. steam, Du.'stoom :-Germ. 
•staumaz. So steam vb. OE. steman, 
styman. 

stearin sti·drin (chem.) glyceride formed 
by combination of stearic acid and glycerine. 
xrx. - F. stearine, f. Gr. stear tallow, suet; 
see -IN. So stearrc sti1~·rik derived from 
or containing stearin. xrx. steatite sti·;,tait 
massive variety of talc, soapstone. XVIII. 
- L. steatitis, -ites (Pliny)- Gr. *steatitis, 
-ites (sc. lithos stone) resembling tallow, f. 
steal-, stear; see -ITE. 

steato- sti·;,tou used as comb. form of Gr. 
stear as in steatopyga -pai·g;, protuber
ance of the buttocks (Gr. pugil rump) as in 
the females of certain races. XIX. steato·MA 
encysted fatty tumour. xv-r. - L. (Pliny). 

steed stid in OE. stallion; in lYlE. and early 
mod. Eng. high-mettled horse, from XVI 
poet. and rhet. for 'horse'. OE. steda (also 
gestedhors), f. base of Germ. *stiio6 STUD 2. 

steel stil artificial varietv of iron. OE. 
(Anglian) *stele, earlier sieli, stti:li, (WS). 
•stiele, style = OFris. *stel (in adj. stelen), 
OS. stehli :- WGerm. *staxljam, prop. adj. 
f. Germ. *staxla-, repr. by MLG. still, 
MDu. stael (Du. staal), OIIG. stahal (G. 
stahl), prob. f. *stax- *stag- STAY1

• Hence 
stee·lY1 . XVI; rep!. tsteelen (OE. st_'i'len, 
stti:len); of \VGerm. range. camp. steel
YARD2 sti'ljiiJd balance consisting of a 
lever with unequal arms, moving on a 
fulcrum. XVII. 

Steelyard sti· lja~d site of the establishment 
of the l\1erchants of the Hanse on the north 
bank of the Thames. XIV. f. STEEL+ YAIUJ1 

; 

mistr. of MLG. stalhoj, f. st<ll sample, 
pattern (erron. identified with prec.) lwf 
courtyard C= G. hof). 

STELE 

steenbok stei·nbak S. African antelope. 
xvrrr. - Du. steenbok, f. steen STONE + bok 
BUCK1. Cf. STEI:c-;BOCK. 

steenkerk, steinkirk sti·nk5~k neckcloth 
with long lace ends. xvrr: -F. (crm•ate a 
la) Steinkerke, named from the French 
victory at Steenkerke, Belgium, 3 Aug. x6g:o:. 
Cf. magenta, soljerino. 

steep' stip thigh, towering; t(of eyes) 
prominent, glaring OE.; precipitous XII. 
OE. steap ~ OFris. stiip :- \VGerm. *staupa, 
f. *staup- *stzip- (see STOOP 1). The pre
sent sp. points rather to an OE. *steop; 
perh. infl. by STEEPLE; cf., however, cheek, 
leek. 

steep 2 stip soak in liquid XIV (:VIaund.); in 
various transf. and fig. uses from late xvr. 
repr. formally OE. *stepan, *stiepan = Sw. 
st6pa, Da. stobe, Norw. stoypa steep (seeds, 
barley for malting) :- Germ. *staupjan, f. 
*staup- (see STOUP). 

steeple sti·pl tall tower OE.; spire xv. OE. 
stepel, \VS. *stiepel, stypel :- *staupilaz, f. 
*staup- STEEP1 ; see -LE1• Hence stee·ple
CHASE (XVIII) orig. race having a church 
steeple in view as goal (cf. phr. thunt the s., 
ts.-hunting (xvm). 

steer1 sti~J young (esp. castrated) ox. OE. 
steor = MLG. ster, OHG. stior (Du., G. 
stier), 01'\. stj6rr, Goth. stiur :- CGerm. 
*steuraz, the relation of which with Gr. 
tauros, L. taurus bull, is doubtful. 

steer• stidJ guide the course of. OE. 
stieran = OFris. stizira, MLG. sturen, 
(:VI)Du. sturen, stieren, OHG. stiuren (G. 
steuern), ON. st_\•ra, Goth. stiurjan settle :
CGerm. *steurjan, f. *steur6, whence OE. 
Stear Steering, etc. (cf. STARBOARD, STERN 2). 

So steers:vrA:-~ sti~·Jzm~n. OE. steoresman, 
f. g. of steor (see -s), beside steorman; cf. 
Du. stuurman, G. steuermann, ON. styri-, 
stj6rnarmaiJr, whence OF. esturman. The 
base is presumed to be identical with that 
of Gr. staur6s post, stake ( cf. RESTORE). 

steeve' stiv compress and stow in a ship's 
hold. xv. -F. estiver or its source Sp. 
estiz·ar :- L. stipiire (cf. CONSTIPATE). See 
STEYEDORE. 

steeve' stiv (naut.) incline upwards at an 
angle. XVII. Of unkn. origin. 

stegano- ste·g,1nou-, -;>·- comb. form of 
Gr. stegan6s covered, as in steganography 
XVI - mod.L. steganographia cryptic writing. 
So stego- ste·gou comb. form of Gr. 
stegein cover, stege covering, stegos roof, in 
scientific terms (xrx). See THATCH. 

Steinbock stai·nb;>k wild goat of the genus 
Ibex. XVII. -G. Steinbock, f. stein STONE+ 
bock BUCK1• Cf. STEENBOK. 

steinkerk see STEENKIRK. 

stele stil, sti·li sculptured upright slab. XIX. 
-Gr. stele. Earlier stela sti·b. xvm- L. 

Gr. 

[866] 



STELLAR 

stellar ste·b.x pert. to the stars, star
shaped. xvr. -late L. stellaris, f. L. stella STAR; 
see -AR. So ste·llATE2 tstudded with stars 
XVI; star-shaped XVII. - L. stellatus. ste·ll
IFY place (a person) 'among the stars', deify. 
XIV (Ch.)- OF. - medL. 

stellenbosch stdanbaJ relegate (one) to 
an unimportant position where little harm 
can be done, 1900 (Kipling). f. Stellenbosch 
town and division of Cape Colony, to which 
officers were sent who had failed in the 
Kaffir wars. 

stellio ste·liou, ste·llion lizard with starlike 
spots. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - L. stellio(n-), 
ace. to Pliny f. stella STAR. 

stem1 stem main body of the portion of a 
tree or other plant above ground OE. ; stock 
of a family XVI; upright stroke, etc. XVII ; 
cylindrical or tubular support; (philo!.) 
theme of a word XIX. OE. stemn, stefn (for 
corr; forms see STEM 2) :-Germ. *stamniz, 
of which a parallel and synon. formation 
*stamnaz is repr. by (M)LG., (M)Du., 
OHG. stam (G. stamm), also by OS., ON. 
stamn, recorded only in the naut. sens~; f. 
*sta- STAND + suffix -mn (cf. Gr. stdmnos 
earthen jar). Hence vb. trise erect XVI; 
remove the stalk from XVIII; (orig. U.S.) 
derive from xx. 

stem2 stem ttimber at either end of a 
vessel OE. ; upright at the bow of a vessel 
XVI. OE. stemn, stefn, spec. use of STEM1 ; 

corr., with variation, to OFris. stevene, 
LG., Du. steven (whence G. steven), and 
OS. stamn, ON. stamn, stafn. The ON. 
form was repr. in Eng. by stam (xiv-xv) and 
the LG. in Sc. by steven (xvr-xvn); during 
these periods the native form was rare. 

stem3 stem tintr. stop, delay xm; trans. 
stop, check, dam up xv. -ON. stemma = 
(O)HG. stemmen :-Germ. *stamjan, f. 
*stam- check (cf. STAMMER). 

stem4 stem head in a certain direction XIV; 
tram (a vessel) with the stem xv; make 
headway against XVI {Sh.). 

stemson ste·ms;m (naut.) timber fitting 
into the angle formed by stem and kelson. 
XVIII. f. STEM 2, with -son, after KELSON. 

stench sten1J todour, smell; spec. foul 
smell. OE. stem! corr. to OS. stanc, OHG. 
stanch (Du., G. stank); f. *staykw- *steykw
STINK. 

stencil ste·nsil tornament with bright 
colours XIV; (from the sb.) produce with a 
stencil plate XVIII. Late ME. stansel, stencel 
-OF. estanceler, estenceler, f. estencele (mod. 
etincelle) :-Rom. *stincilla, for L. SCINTILLA 
(whence Cat., Sp. centella) spark. Hence 
stencil sb. perforated plate for producing 
a pattern by passing a brush over it charged 
with pigment. xvm. t.lf The chronology, 
prob. through lack of early evidence, is 
doubtful. 

Sten gun light machine gun. xx. f. 
initials of the inventors' surnames, Shep
herd and Turpin + -tm, as in Brtm gun. 

-STER 

stenography stina·grafi wntmg in short
hand. XVII (J. Willis). f. Gr. sttm6s narrow 
+-GRAPHY. 

stentorian stent5·rian abnormally loud 
like the voice of Stentor, a Greek warrior in 
the Trojan war ('Iliad' v 785). XVII. f. 
Sttmtor+-IAN, after late L. stentoreus, Gr. 
stent6reios. 

step step pt., pp. stepped stept lift the 
foot and set it down; proceed on foot OE.; 
fix (a mast, etc.) in its step XVIII. OE. 
steppan, stceppan, pt. stop, pp. -stapen = 
OFris. stapa, steppa, OS. *steppian, pt. stop, 
(M)LG., (M)Du. steppen, OHG. stapfon, 
stepfen (G. stapjen); CWGerm. str. vb., f. 
*stap- (whence synon. Continental forms 
with -ap-) ; wk. forms are found from the 
end of XIII, and became universal by XVI. 
So sb. OE. stepe, stcepe :- *stapiz; rei. forms 
in WGerm. descend from *stappaz, -on. 
No certain cogns. are known. 

step- Germ. {exc. Gothic) el. prefixed to 
terms of relationship to designate a degree 
of affinity resulting from the remarriage of 
a widowed parent. OE. steop- (as in 
steopcild step-child, steopjceder stepfather, 
steopmoder stepmother, steopswzu stepson), 
corr. to OFris. stiap-, OS. stioj-, (M)Du. 
stiej-, MLG. stef-, OHG. stiof- (G. stiej), 
ON. stjup-; the prim. sense is indicated by 
its relation to OE. astieped bereaved, OHG. 
stiujen bereave, and the meaning 'orphan' 
of OE. steopbearn, -cild. Later formations 
are stepbrother, -sister (xv), stepdame (XIV). 

stephanotis stefanou·tis (bot.) genus of 
tropical asclepiadaceous plants. XIX. modL. 
- Gr. stephanotis (fern.) fit for a crown or 
wreath, f. stephanos crown. 

steppe step vast plain in SE. Europe and 
Siberia. XVII. -Russ. step'. 

-ster sta.x suffix repr. OE. -istrce, -istre, 
-estre, corr. to MLG. -(e)ster, (M)Du. -ster 
:- WGerm. *-strjon, added to verbal pres. 
stems and to sbs. ; primarily applied to 
females, but in OE. and LDu. also to males; 
Survivals from OE. are Seamster (sempster), 
songster, tapster, with the surnames Baxter 
(OE. bcecestre) and Webster (OE. webbestre); 
extraordinary OE. exx. are miltestre prosti
tute (L. meretrix) and w:Epenwifestre herm
aphrodite ('man-woman-being'), witege
stre prophetess; in ME. appear huckster, 
demestre (deemster, dempster), with occas. 
bellringestre, frutester (Ch.), and the per
manent brewster, maltster, spinster. From 
XVI -ster has been used for comps. having 
derogatory force, as in daubster, gamester, 
jokester, rhymester, trickster, whipster; dab
ster and punster are neutral; roadster, team
ster, and tipster are technical ; gangster is a 
modern (U.S.) coinage (1896). A few forma
tions on adjs. date from XVI; as tlewdster 
(Sh.), youngster (on which was modelled 
oldster). Feminine formations made with 
the addltion of -ESS1 are huckstress, semp
stress, songstress. 
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STERCORACEOUS 

stercoraceous stii.rk::.rei· J::.s pert. to dung. 
XVIII. f. L. stercor-, stercus dung+-ACEOUS. 
So ste·rcorARY. xvn. - L. stercortirius. 
sterco·rEAN, sterco·rEOUS (both rare) XVIII. 
f. L. stercoreus. ste·rcorous. xvx. 

stere sti::..r cubic metre. XVIII. - F. stere
Gr. stereos solid. 

stereo- ste·riou, sti::.·riou, comb. fonn of 
Gr. stereos solid (see prec.) in various 
scientific and technical terms, mostly repr. 
modL. forms, as in stereographic(al),-ography 
XVII ; stereo·metry XVI (Dee) ; ste·reoscope XIX 
(Wheatstone, 1838); ste·reotype XVIII. 

sterile ste·rail, ste·ril unproductive, barren. 
xvr. - (O)F. sterile or L. sterilis, f. IE. *ster-, 
repr. also by Skr. staris, Gr. stefra barren 
cow, Gr. steriphos, Goth. stairo fern. barren; 
see STIRK, -ILE. Hence or- (O)F. steriliser 
Ste·riliZE. XVII. So steriliTY st::.ri·liti. XV 
(Lydg.)- (O)F. or L. 

sterlet stii·.rlit small sturgeon. XVI (sterle
dey). -Russ. sterlyad'. 

sterling st;)·.rlil) English silver penny of 
Norman and later dynasties XIII; (genuine) 
English money XVI; adj. in pounds. etc. (for 
earlier pound of s-s of English money) 
applied to lawful or standard money xv; of 
standard or excellent quality xvn. Re
corded earlier in OF. ester/in (XI or XII), 
medL. sterlingus, librm sterilensium 'pounds 
of sterlings' (xu); plausibly referred to late 
OE. *steorling, f. steorra STAR + -LING', 
some of the early Norman pennies bearing 
a small star. 

stern1 st;i.ln severe, rigorous OE. ; expressing 
displeasure or austerity XIV. OE. *stierne 
(implied in stiernlice adv.), late WS. styrne:
*sternjaz, prob. f. *ster- *star- be rigid 
(cf. STARE). 

stern 2 st;i.m hinder part of a ship xm (King 
Horn); tsteering gear of a ship XIV; tail, 
buttocks XVI (Turbervile, Jonson). prob. 
-ON. stj6rn steering, f. base of styra 
STEER; but the existence of OFris. stiarne, 
stiorne stern, rudder, may indicate that 
there was a corr. form in OE. 

sternum st;i·.rn::.m (anat.) breast-hone. 
XVII (earlier tsternon). - modL.- Gr. 
sternon chest, breast, based on IE. *stern
spread out, repr. e.g. by Gr. storminai dis
play, L. sternere lay low, OHG. stirna (G. 
stirn) forehead, Oir. sernim, and Skr. and 
Balto-Sl. forms. comb. form sterno-, from 
XVII. 

sternutation st;i.rnjutei·J::.n (act of) sneez
ing. XVI. - L. sterniittitio(n-), f. sterm1ttire, 
frequent. of sternuere sneeze, rei. to Gr. 
ptdrnusthai, Arm. phincel, and W. ystrew, 
trew, Oir. sreod sneezing, f. echoic base 
•pster-. 

stertorous stii•.rt::.r::.s pert. to snoring. XIX. 
f. modL. stertor snoring, f. L. stertere snore 
(cf. Olr. srennim); see -ous. 

STICH 

stet stet direction to the printer to restore 
deleted matter. XIX. 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
subj. of L. stare STAND; 'let (it) stand'. 

stethoscope ste·p::.skoup instrument for 
examining the chest, etc. by auscultation. 
XIX. -F. stethoscope (Laennec, the inven
tor, c.r8r9), f. Gr. stDthos chest + skopefn 
look at, observe (see SCOPE). 

stetson ste·ts::.n man's slouch hat with wide 
brim. xx. Maker's name (c.r865). 

stevedore sti·vid5::..r workman employed in 
loading and unloading cargoes. XVIII. 
orig. U.S.- Sp. estivador, f. estivar stow a 
cargo = Cat. estibar, It. stivare (whence 
F. estiver) :- L. stiptire press, pack (see 
STEEVE1). 

steven ste·v::.n (dial.) voice. OE. stefn, 
stemn corr. to OFris. stifne, stemme, OS. 
stemn(i)a, stemma, OHG. stimna, stimma 
(G. stimme), Goth. stibna :- Germ. (not in 
ON.) *stemno, which has been referred to 
Gr. st6ma mouth. 

stew1 stjii A. tstove, heated room; t(arch.) 
brothel XIV; B. (from STEW3 ) preparation of 
meat stewed XVIII; (sl.) state of anxiety XIX. 
ME. stuwe, st(e)we- OF. estuve (mod. etuve), 
corr. to Pr., Cat. estuba, rei. to estuver, 
etc., STEW 3

• 

stew• stjii pond or tank for fish. XIV. 
-OF. estui place of confinement, fish-pond 
(mod. etui; cf. TWEEZERS), f. estoier put into 
the sheath or scabbard, shut up, conceal, 
reserve = Pr. estoiar, Pg. estojar :- Rom. 
*studitire care for, f. L. studium STUDY. 

stew3 stjii bathe in a hot bath XIV; boil 
slowly in a closed vessel xv (intr. for pass. 
XVI); confine or be confined closely XVI. 
-OF. estuver (mod. etuver), corr. to Pr. 
estubar, It. stufare :- Rom. *extiiptire, *ex
tiiftire (cf. medL. stupa,stufa), pro b. f. Ex-1 + 
"'tUfus- Gr. tuphos smoke, steam (TYPHus), 
with poss. infl. from Germ. *stuo- (see 
STOVE). 

steward stju::..rd officer of a (royal) house
hold OE.; high administrative officer XIV; 
ship's officer who keeps stores, etc.; (Sc. 
hist.) magistrate administering crown 
lands xv; OE. stigweard, stiweard (whence 
lcel. stivariJr), f. stig (prob.) house, hall (cf. 
stigwita householder, forestige 'vestibulum, 
introitum' and STYE) + weard WARD1 • The 
source of the surname Stuart (orig. Sc.); 
for -art cf. STALWART. Hence stew·ardRY, 
usu. stew·artRY (Sc.). xv. 

stibium sti·bi::.m black antimony. ME. 
- L. stibium - Gr. stibi, stimmi- Egyptian 
s.tm. 

stich stik line, verse. - Gr. stikhos row, line 
(of objects), line of writing, verse, rei. to 
steikhein advance, proceed, f. IE. *stigh- (see 
STY); cf. DISTICH, HEMISTICH. So sti·chiC. 
XIX. - Gr. stikhik6s. comb. form sticho- as 
in sticho·METRY measurement of a manu
script by lines of a certain length. XVIII. 
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STICK 

-late Gr. stikhometliii. stichomu·thia 
-mjfrpi~,(usu.)-my·thia -mi·pi~ dialogue in 
alternate lines of verse. XIX. modL.- Gr. 
stikhomuthiii, f. muthos speech, talk, l\iYTH. 

stick1 stik rod, staff, or slender piece of 
wood OE., object in long slender form xv. 
OE. sticca stick, peg, spoon = OFris. stekk, 
MDu. stecke (Du. stek slip, cutting), OHG. 
stecko (G. sleeken stick, staff):- WGerm. 
*stikkon, synon. vars. of which with single 
*-k- are repr. by OHG. stehho, ON. stika 
stick, yardstick, kertajstika candlestick; f. 
f. *stik- *stek- pierce, prick (see next). 

stick2 stik pt., pp. stuck stAk pierce, 
thrust; remain fixed OE. ; cause to adhere 
XIII. OE. stician = OHG. stehhan prick, 
stab, with parallel forms in (M)LG., 
(M)Du. stikken, OHG. sticchen, sticken (G. 
sticken embroider); Germ. *stik- pierce, be 
sharp (see STICK\ STITCH) :- IE. *stig-, 
*steig-, repr. by Gr. stizein prick(:- *stigj-), 
stigm~, stigma STIGMA, L. injstigiire spur on, 
INSTIGATE. Hence sti·ckY1. XVIII. 

stickle sti·kl tact as umpire; tsettle (a 
dispute, etc.) ; tstrive persistently XVI ; 
contend for XVII; make difficulties XIX. 
alt. of tstightle, tsti3til arrange, control 
(XIII Cursor M.), bestir oneself, strive 
(xiv), frequent. (see -LE3) of tstight, OE. 
stihtan, stihtian arrange, corr. to ON. 
stetta ( :- *stihtan) support, help (Sw. 
stifta, Da. stifte, Ice!. stipta, are from 
LG.). Hence sti·cklER1 (dial.) moderator, 
umpire, tactive partisan XVI; one who is 
insistent for XVII; synon. tstijfler, tstyteler 
are earlier (xv). 

stickleback sti·klbrek small spiny-finned 
fish, esp. Gasterosteus aculeatus. xv. f. 
OE. sticels sting, goad, thorn = OHG. 
stihhil goad, ON. stikill point of a horn, 
rei. to sticol steep, rough = (0)8. stekul, 
OHG. stechal steep, etc., f. *stik- *stek
STICK1 + BACK1. (jf The synon. tstickling 
(XIV)= or-(M)Du.stekelingcorr.toMHG. 
stichelinc (G. stichling); other syns. are 
bans tickle (xv), stanstickle (xvii) ; cf. Du. 
stekelbaars 'prickle-perch', G. stachelfisch. 

stiff stif not flexible, rigid, OE.; (dial.) 
stalwart; (of wind) strong, steady XIII; 
steep so as to be difficult XVIII. OE. stif, 
corr. to MLG., MDu. stif, Du. stijf (whence 
MHG. stif, G. steij), ON. stifr :-Germ. 
*stifaz :- *stipos, rei. to L. stipiire (see 
CONSTIPATE), Stipes stake, STIPE, Lith. stiprus 
strong; cf. STEEVE1, STIPULATE, STUBBLE. 
comp. stif.fnecked XVI (Tindale), after Gr. 
aKATJpoTpaxTJAos, Hebrew q•seh'oref 'hard of 
neck'. Hence sti"fiEN6

• XVI. 
stifle1 stai·fl joint at the junction of the 

hind leg and the body in a horse, etc. XIV. 
Of unkn. origin. 

stifle2 stai·fl cause to choke, suffocate, esp. 
kill by suffocation. XIV. Of obscure history; 
in earliest use stuf(f)le, varying with tstujje, 
superseded (xv) by stiffle (surviving dial., 
and recorded XIV as sb. 'asthmatic com-

STILT 

plaint'), stifle; perh. orig. frequent. forma
tion on OF. estouffer (mod. etouffer) = Pr. 
estofar :- Rom. *extujfiire, poss. blend of 
*extUfiire STEW 3 and *stuppiire STOP; see 
-LE3 • 

stigma sti·gm~ (arch.) mark branded XVI; 
mark of disgrace, (pl. stigmata) mark(s) 
corresponding to those on the body of the 
crucified Christ XVIII. - L. stigma- Gr. 
stigma, -mat- mark made by a pointed 
instrument, brand, f. *stig-, as in stizein 
(:- *stigj-) prick; see STICK 2• Earlier pl. 
tstigmates (XIV, Trevisa) stigmata of the 
Passion; cf. F. stigmate (xv). So sti·gmatiZE 
tbrand XVI; set a brand upon XVII. -F. 
stigmatiser or medL. - Gr. stigmatizein, f. 
stigmat-, stigma. 

stile1 stail barrier of steps or rails allowing 
passage through a fence. OE. stigel, corr. to 
OHG. stigilla (MHG. stiegel, stigele), f. 
Germ. *st'{g- climb (ref. STIRRUP, STYLE). 

stile2 stail vertical bar of a wooden frame
work. XVII. prob. - Du. stijl pillar, prop, 
doorpost. 

stiletto stile·tou short dagger. XVII. - It. 
stiletto, dim. of stilo dagger, STYLUS; see -ET. 
(jf By Scott and Browning anglicized as 
stylet, by Meredith as stilet. 

still' stil not moving ; (dial.) silent ; free 
from commotion. OE. stille = OFris. stille, 
OS., OHG. stilli (Du. stil, G. still) :
WGerm. *stillja, *stellja, f. *stet- be 
fixed, stand, cf. STALL. S. LIFE (pl. [ijes) 
XVII after Du. stilleven, also (in XVII) stil
staand [even, stilliggend Leven (whence G. 
stilleben, also in XVIII stilliegende sachen 
'still-lying objects'), presumably applied 
orig. to representation not of inanimate ob
jects but of living things in a state of rest. 
So still vb. quiet, calm; very common XVI
XVII, later chiefly poet. OE. stillan = OS. 
(gi)stillian trans., stillon intr., OHG. stillen 
trans., stillen intr., ON. stilla. still adv. 
without change of position OE. ; tquietly; 
twithout change or cessation, always XIII ; 
until then or now ; in or to a further degree 
XVI; (as sentence adv.) even then, notwith
standing XVII. OE. stille = OS., OHG. 
stillo (Du. stil, G. stille) :- WGerm. *stillii. 
stillY1 sti·li tsecret XIII; (poet.) quiet 
XVIII. pro b. f. the adv. OE. stillice, f. stille+ 
-lice -LY2• 

still" stil apparatus for distillation. XVI. 
f. tstill vb. (XIII), aphetic of DISTIL. 

stilt stilt (dial.) crutch XIV; thandle of a 
plough XIV; each of a pair of poles or props 
with brackets raising a walker's feet above 
the ground xv; post or pile on which a build
ing is raised XVII. ME. stilte, corr. immed. to 
LG., Flem. stilte, Norw. stilta :-Germ. 
*steltjon, and rei. to MLG., MDu. stelte 
(Du. stelt), OHG. stelza (G. stelze) :-*stet
ton, Sw. stylta, Da. stylte :- *stultjon, and 
OFris. stult, etc. (see STOUT1). Hence stilt 
vb. elevate artificially XVII ; the pp. stilted in 
the sense 'artificially or affectedly elevated' 



STILTON 

is first recorded from Byron (1820), who 
also used stiltijied. 

Stilton sti-lt;m rich cheese made in 
Leicestershire, so called from having been 
orig. sold to travellers at a coaching inn in 
Stilton, Huntingdonshire. xvrn. 

stimulant sti·mjul~nt that stimulates· sb. 
stimulating agent, stimulus xvm · alcoholic 
drink XIX. - L. prp. of L. stimulii;e, f. stimu
lus goad, spur, incentive (in Eng. use from 
XVII, at first in physiological use), prob. f. 
"'sti-, repr. also by stilus STYLUS and stinguere 
from the pp. stem sti·mulATE3• XVI. 

stimy var. of STYMIE. 

sting stil) pt., pp. stung stAI) tpierce with 
a sharp instrument ; wound with a sharp
pointed organ. OE. stingan, pt. stang, 
stungon, pp. stungen = ON. stinga, pt. 
stakk, stungu, pp. stunginn, f. *steyg- *stayg
(whence ON. stanga pierce). The vowel of 
the pp. encroached upon the pt. in XVI. So 
sting sb. act of stinging OE. ; stinging 
organ XIV (Trevisa). OE. sting, styng. 

stingaree stil)g~ri·, sti·l)g~ri. XIX. (U.S. or 
Austral.) alt. of sting-ray (xvn), fish having 
a sting in the tail; see STING, RAY 2• 

stingo sti·l)gou strong ale or beer. XVII. 
f. STING (with ref. to the sharp taste) -t--o. 

stingy sti·nd3i niggardly xvii; (dial.) ill
tempered XVIII, perh. based on a (dial.) var. 
stinge stind3 of STING; see -Y1• 

stink sti·l)k pt. stank sta:l)k, pp. stunk 
stAl)k emit a smell; smell offensively. 
OE. stincan = (M)LG., (M)Du. stinken, 
OHG. stinchan (G. stinken) :- WGerm. 
*stiykwan. Cf. STENCH. 

stint stint A. (arch. or dial.) cease XII 
(Ormulum); cause to cease XIII (Cursor M.) · 
B. limit XVI. OE. styntan (once), more full~ 
repr. in comps. iistyntan, retstyntan, for
styntan blunt, dull; corr. to ON. *stynta 
(OSw. stynta, Olcel. stytta) shorten, the 
source of some Eng. uses :- Germ. "'stun
tjan, f. "'stunt- (see STUNT1). Hence stint sb. 
tcessation, limitation XIII (Cursor M.); 
amount allotted or fixed xv. 

stipe staip (bot.) footstalk. xvm. -F. 
stipe - L. stipes log, post, tree trunk, in 
modL. stalk. So stipes stai·piz xvm. 
Cf. STIFF. 

stiJ!end stai·pend tsoldier's pay; salary xv 
(stzpendy, stipende). -OF. stipende, stipendie 
- L. stlpendium, for "'stipipendium, f. stip-, 
stips money payment, wages, alms-j-pendere 
weigh, pay (cf. POISE). So stipe·ndiARY 
stai-, sti- adj. and sb. XVI. - L. stipendi
iirius; so synon. tstipe·ndary XVI-XVII. 

stipple sti·pl paint or engrave in dots. XVIII 
(Goldsmith). - Du. stippelen, frequent. of 
stippm prick, speckle, f. stip point, see -LE 3• 

So sb. t(pl.) dots used in shading, etc. 
xvu; method of using such dots XIX. 

stipulate sti·pjuleit make a contract; 
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specify or require as a condition xvn ; 
make a demand for xvm. f. pp. stem of L. 
stipuliiri, ace. to Paulus (c.2oo) f. OL. 
stipulu.s firm, but connected by some with 
stipula (cf. STUBBLE) from the custom of 
breaking a straw in confirmation of a pro
mise; see -ATE 3• So stipulA•T!ON. XVI.- L. 

stir st;}.r move, set in motion, agitate, 
excite; also intr. OE. styrian, corr. to OS. 

farjsturian subvert (MLG. vorsturen), MHG. 
stiirn stir, poke, MSw. styr(i)a, Norw. 
styrja make a disturbance :- Germ. *sturjan, 
f. *stur- (repr. also by ON. sturla disturb 
and prob. by STORM), of which the var. 
*staur- is repr. by OFris. to-, uristera, 
OHG. storen (G. stliren); further con
nexions unknown. 

stirk st:i.rk young bullock or heifer. OE. 
stirc, styr(i)c, Kentish stiorc (with doubtful 
vowel-quantity), perh. f. steor STEER1 -!--oc, 
-uc -ocK; cf. (with other dim. formations) 
MLG. sterke (whence G. sterke, starke), 
MDu. sterke young cow, stierken bull calf; 
but some connect it with Germ. *ster- of 
Goth. stairo fern. barren (see STERILE). 

stirp st5Jp stock of a family. XVI. - L. 
stirpis, -es, stirps stock, stem (lit. and fig.). 

stirrup sti·r;,p support for the foot of a 
rider, orig. a looped rope. OE. stigriip = 
OS. stigerep, MDu. steegeJ·eep (WFlem. 
steegreep; the Du. word is stijgbeugel), OHG. 
stegareif (G. stegreij; the usual word is 
steigbiigel), ON. stigreip; f. Germ. "'stig
c!imb (see STILE, STYLE)-!- *raipaz ROPE. 

stitch stitf tprick, puncture OE. only; 
sharp sudden local pain OE. ; (from the vb.) 
movement of a needle and thread XIII; 
portion of thread left as a result of this XIV. 
OE. stice = OFris. steke, OS. stiki prick, 
stab. OHG. stih (G. stich) prick, sting, 
stitch, Goth. stiks point :- CGerm. (not 
Scand.) *stikiz, f. "'stik- STICK 2• Hence 
stitch vb. tstab with pain; fasten with 
stitches XIII. Hence stitchwORT Stellaria 
holostea, plant reputed to cure the stitch in 
the side. XIII. 

stithy sti·i'li anvil. XIII. ME. stepi, stipi 
-ON. steiJi :- *staiJjon, f. Germ. *sta
STAND. The form is due to assoc. with 
SMITHY (cf. ME. stith, dial. stith, for 
*stepe, normally- ON. steiJi). 

stiver stai·v;,J small coin of the Low Coun
tries XVI; (colloq.) typical coin of low value 
xvn. - Du. stuiver, in MLG. stuver (whence 
G. stiiber, Sw. styfver, Da. styver), prob. 
based on *stuf- (cf. STUMP). 

stoat stout European ermine, Putorius 
ermineus, in its brown summer coat (Mustela 
erminea). xv. Of unkn. origin. 

stoccado st;:Jka·dou thrust with a pointed 
weapon. XVI. With suffix-substitution- It. 
stoccata, f. stocco point of a sword, dagger, 
of Germ. origin; see STOCK, -ADO. 

stock st;:Jk A. trunk, stem OE.; B. support-
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ing structure; frame of timber for punish
ment XIV; C. hollow receptacle XIV; D. 
massive portion of an instrument XIV (of 
a gun XVI); E. line of descent (cf. L. stirps, 
G. stamm) XIV; F. part of hose (upper and 
nether; cf. STOCKING) xv; G. fund, store (as 
of money) xv; quantity XVII ; H. object of 
contemptuous treatment J>'VI; I. stiff neck
cloth XVII. OE. stoc(c) = OFris. stokk, OS., 
(M)Du. stok (G. stock stick), ON. stokkr 
trunk, block, log :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*stukkaz, rei. to *stukkjam piece, repr. 
by OE. stycce, OS., OHG. stucki (Du. stuk, 
G. stuck), ON. stykki; ofunkn. origin. Used 
adj. 'kept in stock' xvrr. Hence vb. in 
various senses, that of t'put in the stocks' 
being the earliest (xiv), 'supply with a stock 
of' the latest (xvrr) in appearance. comp. 
sto·ck-DOVE wild pigeon. XIV; cf. Flem. 
tstokduive; per h. so called from its resting 
in hollow tree-trunks. sto·ckFISH cod, etc. 
split open and dried. XIII. - (M)Du., 
(M)LG. stokvisch (whence also G. stock
jisch), variously expl. stockGI'LLYFLOWER 
Matthiola incana. XVI ; cf. Flem. stokviolier; 
so called from its woody stem; abbrev. 
stock XVII. stocksn·LL motionless. xv; cf. 
Du., G., and sense H above. 

stockade stilkei·d barrier of stakes or piles. 
XVII. -F. testocade, alt. of testacade- Sp. 
estacada, f. estaca - Rom. - Germ. *stak
STAKE; see -ADE. 

stockinet(te) stilkine·t knitted textile fabric. 
XIX. prob. alt., simulating a dim. in -ET, 
-ETTE, of earlier stocking-net. 

stocking stil·kil) close-fitting covering for 
the leg from foot to knee. xvr. Of obscure 
formation with -ING', rep!. tnether-stock 
(NETHER, STOCK), corr. to tupper stock, 
as F. bas de chausse (whence bas stocking) 
is parallel to haut de chausse. 

stodge stild3 fill quite full. XVII. Phoneti
cally symbolic after stuff and podge. Hence 
sb. and sto·dgY1 XIX. 

stoep stiip (S. Africa) raised verandah. 
XIX. - Du. stoep, rei. to Germ. *stap- STEP. 
In U.S. STOOP 2 • 

Stoic stou·ik pert. to the school of philo
sophers founded by Zeno (c.300 B.c.); also 
sb. XVI (in Wycl. Bible Stoycis for L. Stoici). 
- L. stoicus- Gr. st6ik6s, f. stod the Porch 
in which Zeno taught at Athens, f. IE. 
*sthou- (*sthiiu- *sthu-) stand, repr. also by 
STOW, STUD 2• Also Sto·icAL1• XV. (Ch. and 
Wycl. Bible have forms based on OF. 
stoicien.) 

stoker stou ·k;u one who feeds and tends a 
furnace. XVII. - Du. stoker, f. stoken feed 
(a furnace), MDu., MLG. stoken push, poke, 
f. *stok-, rei. to *stek- thrust, prick, STICK; 
see -ER1. Hence by back-formation stoke 
vb. XVII (stoking-hole; cf. contemp. sto ·he
hole, tr. Du. stookgat, f. stoken+gat hole). 

stole1 stoul (arch.) long robe; (eccl.) vest
ment consisting of a narrow strip of stuff 
worn over and hanging from the shoulders. 
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OE. stole fern. stol n.- L. stola (whence 
OF. estole, mod. etole, etc.)- Gr. stoli 
equipment, array, clothing, garment, f. 
*stol- *stel- place, array, lead, send (cf. 
APOSTLE, EPISTLE, SYSTOLE). 

stole2 stoul in Groom or Yeoman of the 
Stole officer of the King's Household next 
below the vice-Chamberlain. xv. var. of 
STOOL in the sense 'close-stool', surviving 
traditionally in the designation of the officer, 
with pronunc. based on sp. ; formal assoc. 
with STOLE1 has given rise to unwarranted 
etymol. notions connecting the two words. 

stolid st<>·lid dull and impassive. XVI (rare 
before XIX; not entered by}. 1755, who has 
stolidity). -F. tstolide or L. stolidus poss. 
rei. to stultus foolish; see -m1• So stoli·d
ITY. XVI. - F. tstolidite or L. 

stolo stou·lou (bot.) prostrate branch that 
takes root at the tip. XVIII. L. Earlier 
stolon stou·l;m xvrr- inflexional forms 
stolon- ; cogn. with Gr. stelekhos trunk, 
branch (*sthel- stand upright). 

stoma stou·m:} (anat., bot.) small opening. 
XVII. - modL. use of Gr. st6ma mouth. 

stomach stA·m:}k internal pouch or cavity 
of the body in which food is digested; ab
domen, tchest; appetite for XIV; tseat of 
emotion; ttemper, disposition XVI; tcou
rage, pride, anger xvr. ME. stomak- OF. 
stomaque, (also mod.) estomac = Pr. estomac, 
Sp. est6mago, It. stomaco - L. stomachus -
Gr. st6makhos throat, gullet, mouth of an 
organ, as of the stomach, (later) stomach, 
f. st6ma mouth. So vb. ttake offence; 
toffend, incite XVI; put up with, brook XVII. 
orig.- F. s'estomaquer (refl..) be offended, 
L. stomachari be resentful, be angry with, 
f. stomachus. stomachic stiim::e·kik. XVII. 
-F. or late L. -Gr. 

stomacher stA ·m:Jk;u tman' s waistcoat xv ; 
part of woman's dress covering the chest 
XVI. pro b. aphetic- OF. estomachier (perh. 
AN., but recorded only once, Palsgr. 1530), 
f. estomac STOMACH+-IER -ER 2 ; this would 
account for the older pronunc. with tJ, 
attested by the vars. stomager (xv-xviii) and 
stomatcher (xvm) and by diets. from XVIII; 
but forms with -k- are as early as xv. 

stone stoun piece of rock or hard mineral 
substance OE.; measure of weight (14 lb.) 
XIV (Sir Perc.). OE. stiin = OFris., OS. 
sten (Du. steen), (O)HG. stein, ON. steinn, 
Goth. stains :- CGerm. *stainaz, rei. to OS!. 
stena wall, Gr. stiii, stion pebble. stone
BUCK1 ibex. OE. stanbucca; from XVI- G. 
Steinbock; cf. STEENBOK, STEINBOCK. Sto•ne
chat, Pratincola rubicula. XVIII ; the clash 
of pebbles is supposed imit. of the bird's 
alarm cry. sto·necrop, Sedum acre; OE. 
stiincrop (the second el. is not identified); 
earlier stone-chatter, -smatch, -smitch. 
stone's throw XVI; preceded by ts. cast 
(XIII Cursor M.), stone's cast XIV (Trevisa). 
stonewall vb. (f. stone wall wall of stone as 
presenting an obstacle) offer resistance or 
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obstruction xrx. Hence sto·nY1• OE. 
stiinig, ult. rep!. stfenig, stfenen, stiiniht; 
with similative force, e.g. stone-blind xrv, 
-deaf, the earliest being stone-dead, -still 
(xm). Hence vb. XII (pp. istanedd, Orm). 

stooge stud3 (sl.) one who cooperates or 
deputizes in a subservient fashion. xx. 
orig. U.S., of unkn. origin. 

stook stuk shock of corn. xv. Late ME. 
stouk, corr. to or- lVILG. stllke, formally = 
widespread Germ. word (OHG. stiihha 
sleeve, G. stauche muff), not agreeing in 
sense; the present form shows survival of 
northern vocalism. 

stool stu! A. wooden seat for one person 
OE.; B. base, support, stand XIV; C. seat 
enclosing a chamber utensil xv; evacuation 
of the bowels XVI (cf. STOLE 2); D. (figure of) 
a bird secured to a stool or perch, serving as 
a decoy xrx. OE. stol = OFris., OS. stol, 
OHG. stuol (Du. stoel, G. stulzl), Oi'J. st6ll, 
Goth. stBls throne :- CGerm. *stO!az, f. 
*st6- *stii- STA:-ID -1- -LEI, the basic sense 
being 'stand', 'station'; cf. OS!. stoli:t throne 
seat, Gr. stifle pillar. 

stoop1 stiip bow or bend down, incline from 
the vertical; condescend. XVI. OE. stzlpian 
= MDu. stiipen, 0;\J. stzlpa, f. Germ. 
*stiip-, rei. to *steup- STEEP1 • The orig. 
vowel 11 has been retained before the lip
consonant p. 

stoop 2 stup (U.S., Canada) uncovered 
platform before the entrance of a house. 
XVIII. - Du. STOEP. 

stop st<>p A. fill up, close, plug ; B. bring to 
a stand or halt xrv; C. come to a stand xvr. 
OE. *stoppian injorstoppian plug (the ear), 
corr. to OFris. stoppia, G. ~·erstopfen, MLG. 
stoppen, OHG. stopfon (G. stopfen); see 
STCFF. Hence sto·ppAGE XV. stoppER1 

st;rp;u. xv; in the sense 'plug, cork' (xvr) 
rep!. stopple. XIV,._ 

storax st5·neks fragrant gum resin. xrv. 
- L. storax- Gr. storax, var. of sturax 
STYRAX, of alien origin. 

store st5;}.I necessaries for future use (now 
pl.); tlive stock xm (RGlouc., Cursor M.); 
storage, reserve XIV; sufficient supply, 
stock laid up xv; animal kept for fattening; 
warehouse XVII ; large shop XVIII. ME. stor, 
aphetic of tastor- OF. estor ( '= Pr. est or), 
f. estorcr (whence store vb. XIII; also 
tastore, tenstore; cf. AL. stauriire XII) :
L. instauriire renew, repair, RESTORE. Hence 
sto·rAGE action and place of storing XVII. 

storey, story st5·ri any of the parts one 
above another of which a building consists 
XIV j tier of columns XV ( cf. CLERESTORY). 
Aphetic- AL. (h)istoria, spec. use of L. 
historia HISTORY, STORY1 ; per h. orig. tier of 
painted windows (cf. AL. lzistoria picture). 
Hence storeyED', storied2 st5·rid having 
storeys. XVII. 

storge s~(i-.Igi natural affection. XVII. 
Gr. storge, rei. to stergein love. 
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storied1 st5·rid decorated with scenes from 
history or legend xv (Caxton); recorded in 
history XVIII (Pope). f. STORY1 +-ED1, after 
medL. historiiitus, OF. (h)istorie. 

storied• see STOREYED. 

stork st5.Ik tall white wading bird. OE. 
store = OS. (Du.) stork, OHG. stor(a)h 
(G. starch), OX storkr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *sturkaz, prob. f. '*'sturk- *sterk
(see STARK), the name being supposed to 
refer to the bird's rigid habit; Balto-Sl. 
forms are held to be - Germanic. 

storm st5.Im violent disturbance of the 
atmosphere, fig. of affairs OE. ; paroxysm, 
violent access XVI; (from the vb.) assault of 
troops on a place XVII. OE. storm = OS. 
(Du.) storm, (O)HG. sturm, ON. stormr :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *sturmaz, prob. f. 
*stur-, repr. also by STIR. Hence storm vb. 
be tempestuous xv; (of persons >:rage ( cf. 0 F. 
estormir make a disturbance) XVI; (after G. 
stiinnen, tst6rmen) make an assault (on) 
xvn. sto·rmY1• /ate OE. 

Storthing st5·.Ipil) Norwegian parliament. 
XIX. - Norw. starting, former storthing, f. 
star great+TmNG assembly. 

story1 st5·ri thistorical relation or anecdote, 
historical writing XIII (AncrR., Havelok, 
Cursor M.) XIII; recital of events XIV (Bar
bour) ; narrative designed for entertainment, 
tale XIV; account xvn (Sh.). Aphetic- AN. 
estorie (OF. estoire, mod. histoire)- L. 
historia (whence OE. stfer, through Olr. 
stair) HISTORY. 

story• see STOREY. 

stoup stup (Sc.) pail, bucket XIV; drinking
vessel xv; holy-water vessel against or in 
a church wall XVIII (substituted by mod. 
antiquaries for tstop, tstope). - ON. staup 
= OE. steap, MLG. stop, (M)Du. stoop, 
OHG. stouf (G. dial. stauf) :-Germ. 
*staupaz, -am, rei. to OE. stoppa, OS. 
stoppo pail :- WGerm. *stoppon, f. stup-. 
See STEEP2

• 

stout1 staut tproud, fierce, brave; strong in 
body or build xrv; corpulent xrx. -AN., 
OF. (NE. dial.) stout, for estout :- WGerm. 
*stult- (OFris. stult, MLG. stolt, MDu., 
Du. stout, (O)HG. stolz proud), perh. rei. 
to *stelt- (see STILT). 

stout• staut 'a cant name for strong beer' 
(J.) xvn ; strong variety of porter XIX. 
prob. ellipt. for s. ale or s. beer, the adj. 
being current xvii-XIX as applied to drink 
having a good body. 

stove stouv theated chamber or building 
xv; closed box containing burning fuel 
XVII; fire grate XVIII. - MLG., MDu. stove 
(Du. stoof footwarmer) ~ OHG, stuba (G. 
stube living-room), rei. to OE. stofa bathroom, 
stuffbmp vapour bath (Scand. forms are pro b. 
of LG. origin), f. *stuo-; connexion with 
STEW1, STEW 3 is possible. 
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stow stou tplace XIV; put away to be stored 
xv; place (cargo) in a ship XVI. Aphetic of 
BESTOW (based on OE. stozv place, surviving 
in many place-names ( = OFris. sto) but 
not continuous with OE. stowian restrain). 
Naut. sense perh. infl. by Du. stouwen, 
Hence sto·wAGE. XIV; cf. AL. stowagium 
(xiv); comp. sto·wAWAY person who hides 
in a ship. XIX; f. phr. s. (oneself) away. 

strabismus str;:Jbi·zm;:Js (med.) squinting. 
XVII. modL. -Gr. strabism6s, f. strabizein 
squint, f. strab6s twisted, squinting (whence 
L. strabus), rei. to strephein (see STREPTO-). 

straddle strre·dl spread the legs wide apart 
XVI ; bestride XIX. frequent. f. "'striid *'strid 
STRIDE alt. of contemp. and synon. striddle, 
back-f. from striddling(s) astride (xv), f. 
*'strid-, wk. var. of STRIDE; see -LE3 • 

stradiot strre·di;>t cavalry soldier of Greek 
and Albania. xvr. - It. stradiotto (whence 
F. estradiot, formerly in Eng. use)- Gr. 
strati6tes soldier, f. stratiii army. 

Stradivarius strredive;l·ri;:~s (colloq. abbrev. 
strad) latinization of the name of Antonio 
Stradi·vari of Cremona (1649-1737) applied 
to violins made by him and his relatives. 

strafe straf, streif punish, damage, 'curse'. 
xx. f. G. phr. Gott strafe England God chas
tise England, current in Germany. Hence 
sb. fierce assault. 

straggle strre·gl wander scatteringly from 
the direct course. XIV. perh. alt. of 
*strackle, f. (dial.) strake move, go, f. *strak
base of STRETCH; see -LE3 ; for -gg- from -ck-, 
-kk- cf. stagger, trigger. 

straight streit not curved or bent XIV; not 
oblique; honest XVI (obs. in XVII, revived in 
XIX, from U.S.?); in proper order xrx; 
adv. XIV (s. azcay, s. off XVII). ME. streJt, 
stra!Jt (as pp. adj. extended at full length), 
pp. of strecche STRETCH. Hence vh. t(Sc.) 
stretch XIV; make straight XVI ; superseded 
by strai•ghtEN5 XVII. straightFO'RWARD 
acting in a direct manner. XIX. f. phr. 
s. forzvard in a direct path onwards. 
strai · ghtwAY t by a direct course xv ; imme
diately XVI (Tindale; also t-ways Bemers). 
Cf. L. rectii viii. 

strain1 strein tgain, treasure OE.; tgenera
tion, offspring XII; tpedigree, ancestry, 
XIII; race, stock XIV; breed, inherited 
character XVII. OE. *streon, (Nhb. strion), 
aphetic of gestreon = OS., OHG. gistriuni, 
rei. to OE. (ge)streonan, (ge)strienan gain, 
get, beget ~ OHG. (gi)striunen, f. Germ. 
*streu- pile up, rei. to L. strues pile, heap, 
struere build ( cf. STRUCTURE). IIJ[ The normal 
repr. streen (XIV-XVI) of the OE. form has 
been perverted by assoc. with next. 

strain • strein A. draw tight, stretch XIII ; 
force the sense or application of; force to 
extreme effort XV; B. bind or compress 
tightly (obs. or arch. except in s. to one's 
bosom, etc.); C. press through a filtering 
medium XIV; D. ref!. and intr. exert oneself 
XIV (in s. at make a difficulty of 'swallowing' 
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or accepting XVI, misunderstanding of s. at a 
gnat in l\1att. xxiii 24, which means 'strain 
the liquor if they find a gnat in it'). ME. 
strayne, streyne, aphetic- OF. estrei(g)n-, 
stem of estreindre (mod. etreindre) = Pr. 
estrenher, Sp. estrefiir, It. strignere, stringere:
L. stringere draw tight, bind tightly (see 
STRI:-<GENT). Hence or - AF. *estreignour 
strai·nER1 filter, sieve. XIV. 

strain 3 strein section of a piece of music ; 
melody, tune; passage of song or poetry 
XVI ; tstream of impassioned language ; 
tone, style, tenor, drift xvn. rei. obscurely 
to STRAIN 2 used in the senses 'lift up (the 
voice) in song', 'utter in song, sing', which 
are of doubtful origin. 

strait streit (arch., dial.) tight, narrow; 
strict, rigorous; limited in extent XIII; sb. 
narrow place, (now only) narrow waterway 
XIV; (now only pl.) straitened circumstances, 
difficulty, fix XVI; adv. tightly, etc. XII, 
surviving in gen. use only in strait-laced 
tnarrow in scope, mind, etc., excessively 
rigid (xvi), orig. tightly-laced (streyght lasyd 
XV). ME. streit, aphetic- OF. estreit tight, 
close, narrow, sb. narrow place, strait of the 
sea, distress = Pr. estreit, Sp. estrecho, It. 
stretto :- L. strictu-s STRICT. The var. 
forms show confusion with stre!Jt STRAIGHT 
at an early date. Hence strai·tEN5 XVI, 
superseding tstrait vb. XIV, and surviving 
mainly in pp. (straitened circumstances, etc. 
XVIII). 

strake streik strip of iron; stripe of colour; 
ray of light XIV; line of planking in the side 
of a vessel, breadth of a plank xv. ME. 
strake (in AL. stracus 130o), prob. f. *strak-, 
base of OE. streecan STRETCH; largely co
incident in form and meaning with streak 
from XVI. In the sense 'pit or box for 
washing ore' (xvm) prob. orig. applied in 
pl. to the lining boards. 

stramineous strami·ni;:>s pert. to straw. 
XVII. f. L. striimineus, f. striimen straw (f. 

*strii-; see STRATUM)+-ous. 

stramonium str;lmou·niam (bot.) solana
ceous plant Datura Stramonium. XVII. 
- modL. stramonium (Parkinson I629), 
strammonium (F. Columna 1592), poss. alt. 
of Tartar turman medicine for horses 
(whence Russ. durmdn stramonium). 

strand' strrend (arch., dial.) land bordering 
the sea or other water. OE. strand ~ MLG. 
strant, -nd- (whence Du., G. strand), ON. 
strr;md; of unkn. origin. The Strand, name 
of street in London orig. occupying an extent 
of the shore of the Thames. Hence vb. 
force on to a shore. xvn; so Du., G. stran
den (xv), Sw. stranda, Da. strande. 

strand 2 strrend one of the strings twisted 
together forming a rope or cord. xv 
(strond). Of unkn. origin; connexion with 
more or less synon. OHG. streno (G. 
striihne), MDu. strene (Du. streen) is not 
proved. 



STRANGE 

strange streind3 tforeign, alien; belonging 
to another place ; unfamiliar, unknown. XIII. 
Aphetic- OF. estrange (mod. etrange) = 
Pr. estranh, Sp. estrano, It. strano, sb. 
stranio, strangio, Rum. strain :- L. extraneus 
EXTRANEOUS; cf. ESTRANGE, earlier tstrange 
(Wycl., Gower). So stranger strei·nd3;J.I 
(arch.) foreigner; guest, visitor; unknown 
person xrv; new-comer xv. Aphetic- OF. 
estrangier (mod. t!tranger) :-Rom. *extra
nearius, f. L. extraneus; see prec., -ER 2• 

strangle strre·l)gl kill by pressing the wind
pipe, (gen.) choke. XIII. Aphetic- OF. 
estrangler (mod, etrangler) = Pr. estrang(o)
lar, etc. - L. strangulare -Gr. straggaltin, 
rei. to straggdle halter (see STRING1). So 
strangulA·noN. XVI. - L. 

strangullion strrel)g,\'lj;Jn inflamed state 
of throat in horses. XV (Caxton). - OF. 
(e)stranguillon (mod. etranguillon) - It. 
stranguglione :-Rom. *strangulio(n-), f. L. 
stranguliire STRANGLE. 

strangury strre·l)gjil.ri (path.) slow and 
painful urination. XIV. - L. strangllria - Gr. 
straggouria, f. stragg-, strdgx drop squeezed 
out + ouron URINE. 

strap strrep leather band XVI ; strop in naut. 
use XVII; razor strop XVIII. var. of STROP, 
with change of vowel before p widespread 
in dial. use; cf. NAP 2 • 

strappado strrepa·dou torture in which the 
victim was hoisted by a rope and dropped 
with a jerk. XVI. - F. strapade, estrapade
It. strappata, f. strappare drag, snatch 
-OF. estraper, var. of estreper, esterper :
L. extirpiire EXTIRPATE; see -ADO. 

strapping strre·pil) tvigorous, lusty; stur
dily built. XVII. Hence stra·ppER1 strapping 
person. XVII. 

Strasbourg strre·zba.rg, IJftra·sburx name of 
the principal town of Alsace (Elsass), as in 
S. linen, S. pie. 

strass strres paste for artificial gems. xrx. 
-G. strass, F. stras, f. name of inventor; 
Joseph Strasser. 

stratagem strre·tid3;Jm artifice to surprise 
an enemy xv (Caxton) ; device, trick XVI. 
-F. stratageme = Sp., Pg. estratagema, It. 
stratagemma- (with alt. of second syll.) L. 
strategema- Gr. stratfgema, f. strategein be 
a general, f. strateg6s, commander-in-chief 
(whence L. strategus in Eng. use xvn), f. 
strat6s army + -dg- lead (see ACT). So 
strategiC -i·d3ik, -e·d3ik. xrx. -F. 
strategique- Gr. strategik6s, f. strateg6s, 
strategia, whence strategy-3 strre·tid3i. xvn, 
through F. strategie, Gr. strategla. 

strath strrep (Sc.) wide valley or tract of 
low-lying land. xvr. - Gael. srath = Ir. 
srath, sratha, W. ystrad dale :- *strat-; cf. 
Gr. strat6s encamped army. 

stratify strre·tifai 'range in beds or layers' 
(J.). XVII. -F. stratifier- modL. strati
ficare, f. L. stratum. So stratificA·TION. 

STREET 

XVII. - modL. stratigraphic strreti
grre·fik pert. to strati·GRAPHY geological 
study concerned with the strata of the 
earth's crust. xrx. stratosphere strei·tou-, 
strre·tousfi;J.r stratum of the atmosphere 
above the troposphere f. -sphere of ATMO
SPHERE. x.x. stratum strei·t;Jm pl. strata 
strei·t" layer (chiefly in spec. uses). XVI. 
- modL. use of L. stratum 'something laid 
down' (bed-cover, horsecloth, pavement), 
sb. use of n. pp. of sternere lay or throw 
down, f. IE. *ster- extend, lay out, for other 
derivs. of which see CONSTERNATION, 
PROSTRATE, STRAMINEOUS, STRAW, STREET, 
STREW, STROMA, SUBSTRATUM. Stratus 
strei·t;Js (meteor.) form of cloud having the 
appearance of a broad sheet of uniform 
thickness. xrx. comb. form (see -o-) 
strato- strei·tou, as in strata-cirrus, 
-cumulus. 

straw1 str5 (coli. sg.) stems or stalks of 
cereals OE. ; single stem XII. OE. streaw = 
OFris. stre, OS., OHG. stro (Du. stroo, 
G. stroh), ON. strd (whence ME. stra, stri5) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *'strawam, rei. to 
STREW. Cf. L. stramen STREW. comp. straw
BERRY str5·b;Jri fruit of species of Fragaria. 
OE. strea(w)berige, streow-; the reason for 
the name is unknown. 

straw2 str5 (arch.) scatter XII (Orm); cover 
with something scattered xm. Differen
tiated repr. of OE. stremvian STREW. 

stray strei domestic animal that is found 
wandering. XIII (in AL. xu). -AN. strey, 
aphetic of astrey used as sb. So stray vb. 
escape from confinement, wander, roam. 
XIV. Aphetic- AN., OF. estraier (see 
ASTRAY). Hence (from the sb.) adj. that has 
escaped from control and goes free. XVII 
(Topsell}. 

streak strik tmark, stroke OE. ; thin line 
of different colour or substance from the 
rest xvr ; stratum of coal or ore XVII ; strip of 
land or water XVIII. OE. strica stroke of the 
pen, mark, line of motion, orbit, corr. in 
sense and vowel-grade to OFris. strike, 
MLG., MDu. streke (Du. streek), (O)HG. 
strich, Goth. striks, f. *'strik- (see STRIKE). 
The normal development of the OE. form 
is repr. by ME. strik; the divergent streke 
(with e from l) was prob. reinforced by 
MDu. or MLG. streke. Hence streak vb. 
tstrike out xv ; mark with streaks xvr. 

stream strim course of water, etc. ; fig. 
continuous flow. OE. stream = OFris. 
stram, OS strom, OHG. stroum (Du. 
stroom, G. strom), ON. straumr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *straumaz :- *'sroumos, f. IE. 
•srou- *sreu- *sru- flow, repr. also by Gr. 
rhein flow, rheuma stream. Hence vb. 
Oir. sruaim, Skr. srdvati flows. \Vhence 
strea·mER1 flag floating in the air. xm. 

street strit paved road, highway (surviving 
in names of ancient roads such as Watling 
Street); road in a town or village. OE. 
striiJt = OFris. strete, OS. strata, OHG. 



STRELETS 

strdfi(!i)a (Du. straat, G. strasse); CWGerm. 
-late L. strata (Eutropius), sb. use (sc. via 
way) of fern. pp. of sternere throw or lay 
down, cf. STRATUM (whence Sp. estrada, It. 
strada) an adoption from L. roughly con
temp. with MINT\ POUND, SACK. 

Strelets stre·Iits, pl. Streltsy, (one of) a body 
of Russian infantry first raised by I van the 
Terrible (I533-84). XVI. -Russ. strelets 
archer, f. strelydt' shoot, f. streld arrow. 
OE. str<i:l, OS., OHG. strata, G. strahl :
Germ. *strel. 

strength streiJkP quality or condition of 
being strong. OE. streng]m = OHG. stren
gida :- Germ. *straygipo; see STRONG, 
-TH1

• Hence stre·ngthEN6 • XIII; rep!. 
tstrength XII (pp. gestrrencped, itself rep!. 
OE. gestrangod). 

strenuous stre·nju<ls vigorous; (now esp.) 
ardently energetic. XVI (Marston, ridiculed 
by Jonson). f. L. strenuus brisk, active, 
valiant, the presumed relation of which 
with Gr. strents sharp, hard, rough, 
strenos pride, is not convincing. So 
strenu·nv. xv. - L. strenuitiis. 

strepto- stre·ptou comb. form of Gr. 
strept6s twisted, pp. adj. of strephein tum, 
twist (cf. STROPHE), in scientific terms. XIX. 
streptoco·ccus bacteria in which the cocci 
are arranged in chains. XIX. 

stress stres thardship, affliction; tforce, 
pressure XIV; physical strain ; legal dis
traint xv; overpowering adverse force XVI ; 
emphasis, spec. of utterance XVIII. Aphetic 
of DISTRESS or, in part, of OF. estrece, -esse 
narrowness, straitness, oppression = Pr. 
estreisa :- Rom. *strictia, f. L. strictus 
STRAIT, STRICT. So stress vb. tconstrain, 
restrain XIV; tdistress ; overstrain XVI ; lay 
stress on XIX. In earliest use aphetic - OF. 
estrecier = Pr. estreisar :- Rom. *strictiiire 
(cf. It. strizzare), f. L. strictus. Later senses 
are f. the sb. 

stretch stretJ lay at full length; extend OE. ; 
tighten, lengthen, widen by force XIV. OE. 
streecan = OFris. strekka, MLG., MDu. 
strecken (Du. strekken), OHG. strecchan (G. 
strecken) :- WGerm. *strakkjan (the Scand. 
forms are- LG.), of doubtful source; cf. 
STRAIGHT. Hence sb. extension XVI; extent 
of time or space xvn. 

stretto stre·t(t)ou (mus.) in quicker time. 
XVII. It. :- L. strictus STRICT. 

strew stn1 pt. strewed, pp. strewed 
(chiefly in active tenses), strewn (chiefly in 
literary use) scatter, sprinkle. OE. strewian, 
streowian, corr. to OFris. strewa, OS. 
stroian, OHG. strewen (Du. strooien, G. 
streuen), ON. strd, Goth. "'straujan (in 
pt. strawida); commonly taken to be based 
on IE. *ster- as repr. in L. sternere (see 
STRATUM, etc.). Differentiated vars. are 
STRAW 2 and strow strou XIV-XVII (pt., pp. 
strowed, pp. strown). 

STRIFE 

stria strai·;) (archit.) fillet between flutes of 
columns, etc. XVI; small groove, narrow 
stripe XVII. - L. stria furrow, grooving, 
perh. :- *strigja, · f. *strig- (see STRIGIL, 
STRINGENT). So stri·ATE", -atED1 XVII. -
modL. striatus. 

stricken stri·kn s. in years, tage, advanced 
in age; pp. of STRIKE in the sense 'go' XIV; 
(arch.) wounded in the chase; struck with 
a blow XVI; s. field, pitched battle xvn (Sc. 
phr. brought into literary use by Scott, 
from strike in the sense 'fight a battle' 
(orig. Sc. XIV); afflicted with disease, over
whelmed with grief XVII (cf. 'Yet did we 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted', I sa. liii 4). 

strickle stri·kl rod for levelling contents of 
a heaped measure OE. ; tool for sharpening 
a scythe XVII. OE. stricel, perh. also 
*stricels ( cf. the forms stricklace, -les-s 
XVII-XIX), with var. stricel, repr. by dial. 
stritchel; f. *st1·ik- STRIKE; cf. Fris. strikkil, 
Flem. strekel. Cf. -LE'. 

strict strikt ttight, close ; trestricted in 
space, narrow; (techn.) straight and stiff; in 
various non-physical senses (for many of 
which Sh. gives the earliest evidence), 
close, intricate; rigorous, exact. late XVI. 
- L. strictus, pp. of stringere draw tight; 
see STRIKE. 

stricture stri·ktf<l~ A. (path.) morbid 
narrowing XIV (rare before XVII); tbinding, 
tight closure; B. ttouch, slight trace; in
cidental comment; (now) adverse criticism 
XVII. - L. strictiira, f. strict-, pp. stem of 
stringere, repr. two orig. different words, 
(A) touch, stroke, fig. blame, rei. to STRIKE, 
(B) draw tight, rel. to STRANGLE, STRING, 
STRONG. 

stride straid pt. strode stroud strided 
tstraddle OE. ; walk with long steps XII. 
OE. stridan (once in 3rd sg. pres. ind. stridit, 
stridced; cf. bestridan BESTRIDE in pt. 
bestriid = (M)LG. striden set the legs wide 
apart; formally corr. to a set of str. and wk. 
vbs. meaning 'strive, quarrel', viz. OFris. 
strida, (M)LG., (M)Du. striden, OHG. 
stritan (G. streiten, stritt, gestritten), and 
OS. stridian, ON. strioa, with rei. sbs.; 
a base expressing strong effort is suggested. 
Hence sb. XIII; preceded by OE. stride and 
(Nhb.) strrede. 

strident strai·dant making a harsh noise. 
XVII (Blount I6S8; not current before XIX). 
- L. strident-, -ens, prp. of stridere creak, f. 
*streid-, beside which is "'(s)treig-, repr. by 
Gr. trizein squeak, creak; see -ENT. So 
stri·doR2 grating or creaking noise XVII; 
(path.) harsh vibrating noise XIX. stri
dulous stri·djO.las. XVII. f. L. stridiilus. 

strife straif action of striving together, 
condition of discord. XIII (AncrR.). Aphetic 
-OF. estrij, rei. to estriver STRIVE, of unkn. 
origin. A synon. form tstrift (xvn) sur
vived in the traditional phraseology of the 
Society of Friends; see -T1• 

[S7sl 



STRIGIL 

strigil stri·d3il instrument for scraping the 
skin. XVI. - L. strigilis, f. *strig-, base of 
stringere touch lightly (see STRIKE). 

strigose strai·gous (nat. hist.) covered with 
stiff hairs. XVIII. - modL. strig6sus, f. L. 
striga furrow, in modL. row of stiff hairs, 
rei. to STRIA j see -OSE1 • 

strike straik pt., pp. struck strAk (see also 
STRICKEN) A. move, go (now with restric
tion); B. (obs. or dial.) stroke, smooth OE.; 
C. lower (a sail, etc.); D. deal a blow XIII; 
impinge (upon) XIV; E. settle, arrange XVI 
(partly from phr. s. hands xv, partly from L. 
jcedusjerire strike a treaty; F. refuse to work 
(perh. f. s. tools) XVIII. OE. strican, pt. 
striic, stricon, pp. stricen = OFris. strika, 
MLG. striken, (M)Du. strijken, OHG. 
strihhan (G. streichen); WGerm. deriv. of 
*strik- *straik- :- IE. *strig- *streig
*stroig- j cf. STREAK, STRICKLE, STRIGIL, 
STROKE. Hence sb. from XIII in various 
techn. applications. 

string1 striiJ line, cord OE. ; number of 
things strung together xv. OE. streng =' 
MLG. strenge, MDu. strenc, stranc, OHG. 
stranc, ON. strengr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
"'straygiz (see STRONG). Hence string2 

striiJ pt., pp. strung strAIJ fit (a bow) with 
its string XVI (isolated ex. of pp. ystrenged 
xrv); make tense XVI; bind (as) with string 
XVII. f. prec. ; the str. conjugation is after 
ring. stringED2 striiJd having a string of 
strings. First and chiefly in OE. tynstrenged 
ten-stringed (Psalm xci 4) and similar 
combs. stri·ngvl. xvrr. 

stringent stri·nd3;~nt tastringent, styptic; 
tcompelling assent XVII ; rigorously binding 
XIX. - L. stringent-, prp. stem of stringere 
bind; cf. STRICT and see -ENT. Hence 
stri·ngENCY. XIX. 

stringhalt stri·IJh5lt disease contracting 
a horse's hind legs. XVI. Obscurely f. 
STRING1 +HALT1 • Also SPRINGHALT. 

strip1 strip narrow piece (as of textile 
material). xv. -or cogn. w. (M)LG. 
strippe strap, thong, prob. rei. to STRIPE2• 

strip 2 strip unclothe, denude; doff, tear or 
peel off. XIII. ME. stripe, strepe, strupe, 
pointing to an OE. *strypan, *striepan (as 
in bestriepan plunder, strip), corr. to 
(M)Du. stroopen, OHG., MHG. stroufen 
(G. streifen) :-Germ. *straupjan; shorten
ing of basic vowel began in pt. and pp. 
before -pt- and was thence extended. 

strip" survives in OUTstrip. 
stripe1 straip (arch.) stroke with a staff, 

scourge, etc. xv. Of unkn. origin; Du. 
strippen whip, does not agree in form, and is 
later. 

stripe• straip narrow portion of a surface, 
esp. of different colour or texture XVII 
(Bacon); narrow strip of cloth, etc., e.g. 
chevron of soldier's uniform XIX. perh. 
back-formation on pp. striped (xv or XVI) 

STRONTIA 

marked with narrow bands, poss. of LDu. 
origin; cf. MLG., MDu. stripe= MHG. 
strife, G. streifen. 

stripling stri·pli!J youth passing from boy
hood to manhood. XIII. f. STRIP1 + -LING', 
quasi 'one ·who is slender as a strip'. 

strive straiv pt. strove strouv, pp. 
striven stri·vn the at variance, quarrel, 
contend or struggle against. XIII (AncrR.). 
ME. striven, aphetic- OF. estriver, rei. to 
estrif STRIFE. (jJ Strive was taken over into 
the native conjugation of DRIVE, etc., the 
only vb. of F. origin to be so treated. 

strobilus stroubai·l;~s fir-cone XVIII; forma
tion resembling this XIX. - late L. - Gr. 
str6bilos anything twisted, f. *strob-, parallel 
to *strobh- ( cf. STROPHE). 

stroke1 strouk rub softly with the hand or 
an implement. OE. striician = MLG., 
MDu. streken (Du. streeken), OHG. streihh6n 
(G. streichen, which coalesced with streichen 
:- OHG. strihlzan strike), f. Germ. *straik
*strzk- STRIKE. 

stroke2 strouk act of striking xrn (RGlouc. 
CursorM.); striking of a clock xv; linear 
mark XVI; (earlier s. of God's hands XVI) 
seizure by disease XVII. ME. str6k, north. 
striik :- OE. "'striic :- *straikaz, f. gradation 
var. of base of *strikan STRIKE. 

stroll stroul applied, as a cant word, with 
stroller, in early XVII (Dekker, Jonson), 
first to itinerant, vagabond, or vagrant per
sons, later used of aimless or leisurely 
walking; prob.- G. dial. strollen, strolchen 
wander as a vagrant (strolch vagabond), of 
unkn. origin. 

stroma strou·ma (anat., etc.) framework of 
an organ or cell (as of connective tissue). 
XIX. - modL. use of late L. stroma mat
tress- Gr. stroma, f. *stro- (as in stronnilnai 
strew, spread), rei. to L. STRATUM. 

strombus str;rmbas genus of gasteropods. 
XVII (Holland). - L. strombus spiral shell 
-Gr. str6mbos, rei. to str6bilos strobein 
strebl6s twisted. Angl. as stromb. XIX. 

strong stroiJ having great power; powerful, 
vigorous. OE. strong, strang (compar. 
strenger, super!. strengest) = OS., Fris. 
strang, MDu. stranc, ON. strangr :- Germ. 
*straygaz, f. a base of which the mutated 
form is repr. in OE. (rare) strenge severe, 
MLG., MDu. strenge (Du. streng), OS. 
strang, OHG. strengi (G. streng), and for 
which see further STRING. comp. stro·ng
HOLD fortified place. xv. Hence stro·ngLY 2 

OE. strongliCe. Cf. STRENGTH. 
strontia stro·nJ1a monoxide of strontium. 

XIX (I8o:z). f. stro·ntian (xvrn) a former 
name for strontia and strontium, prop. for 
native strontium carbonate; from name of a 
parish in Argyllshire, where are the lead 
mines in which the mineral was discovered 
Hence stro·ntium (18o8, H. Davy). See 
-IA\ -IUM. 



STROP 

strop strop (naut.) band of rope, etc. XIV; 
strip of leather, etc., for sharpening a razor 
XVIII. - (M)LG., (M)Du. strop = OE. 
strop (once in sense 'band, thong', occurs 
sporadically later, but there is no evidence 
that the OE. word survived), OHG. strupf 
(cf. MHG., G. striipfe fern.); WGerm. 
- L. struppus, stroppus, presumably- Gr. 
strophos ( cf. next). 

strophanthus stroufre·npas (bot.) tropical 
genus of plants yielding a poisonous drug. 
XIX. modL., f. Gr. str6phos twisted cord 
(cf. next)+dnthos flower. 

strophe strou·fi (pros.) series of lines 
forming a system. xvn. -Gr. strophii 
(whence late L. stropha) verse unit, lit. 
'tuming', f. *stroph- (ANTISTROPHE, CATA
STROPHE, as also in strophos cord, string, 
colic, stropheus hinge), *streplz- (as in 
strephein; cf. STREPTO-). Cf. F. strophe, Sp. 
estroja, It. stroja, strofe. Hence strophic 
str:>·fik. XIX. 

strophiole strv·fioul (bot.) excrescence 
surrounding the hilum of seeds. XIX. -
modL. (Grertner 1788) use of L. strophio
lum, dim. of strophium chaplet- Gr. 
strophion, f. *stroph- tum (see prec.). 

strow see STREW. 
structure strA·ktJa.r terection, construction 

xv; manner of this; edifice, fabric XVII. 
- (O)F. structure or L. structUra, f. struct-, 
pp. stem of struere build; see STREW, -URE. 
Hence stru·cturAL1• XIX. 

struggle strA•gl contend in close grapple 
XIV (Ch.); get with difficulty out of, etc. 
XVII. frequent. (see -LE3) f. base of obscure 
origin, prob. symbolic ; connexion with 
ON. strugr ill-will, contention, or with Du. 
struikelen, G. straucheln stumble, is dubious. 

Struldbrug strA·ldbrAg fanciful name 
given by Swift in 'Gulliver's Travels' to 
'the immortals' in the kingdom ofLuggnagg. 

strum strAm play unskilfully on a stringed 
instrument. XVIII. perh. blend of STRING1 

and THRUM 2 • 

struma strii·m;;~ (path.) scrofula xvr, scro
fulous swelling, goitre xvn, (bot.) swelling 
at base of petiole xrx. L. struma (striimat-) 
scrofulous tumour. 

strumous strii·m;;~s. xvr. - L. striimasus, f. 
prec. + -ous. 

strumpet strA·mpit harlot, prostitute. 
XIV. Of unkn. origin. 

strung pp. of STRING2 tfitted with strings; 
threaded on a string XVII ; in a state of 
tension XIX. 

strut1 strAt bar to resist pressure in a frame
work. XVI. prob. f. next. 

strut1 strAt tbulge, · swell; tprotrude 
stifHy, stand out XIV; tflaunt, swagger; 
walk upright with stiff step XVI. unexpl. alt. 
of ME. stroute, repr. formally OE. striitian 
? be rigid, but a short vowel is seen in 
(M)HG. strotzen and in the Scand. langs. 

STUDENT 

struthious strii · pias pert. to an ostrich. 
XVIII (Pennant). f. L. striithiii- Gr. strou
thion, f. strouthos sparrow, ostrich ( cf. 
THRUSH); see -ous. 

strychnine stri·knin, -in poisonous vege
table alkaloid. xrx. - F. strychnine (Pelle
tier and Caventou, 1818), f. modL. (Lin
nreus 1737) use of L. strychnos (Pliny)- Gr. 
strukhnos, -on kind of nightshade ; see -INE5

• 

stub stAb stump. OE. stub(b) = MLG., 
MDu. stubbe, ON. stubbr, stubbi :-Germ. 
*stubbaz, *stubbon; OE. had also styb 
(:- *stubbjaz), which coalesced with the 
other form; to pre-Germ. *stiip- belong 
MLG. stiive, ON. stujr, Gr. stupos stump, 
stock, Lett. stups fag-end. 

stubble stA·bl stump(s) of grain-stalks left 
in the ground. XIII (RGlouc.). -AN. 
stuble, OF. estuble (mod. dial. t!teu(b)le) = 
Pr. estobla, It. stoppia :- L. stupla, stupula, 
for earlier stipula straw (cf. STIPULATE), rei. 
to stipes (see STIPE). 

stubborn stA·b;;~m pertinacious in refusing 
compliance XIV (Ch.); difficult to treat or 
manage XVI. Late ME. stibourne, later 
stoburn(e), stuborn; of unkn. origin (con
nexion with OE. stubb, stybb, *stobb STUB 
cannot be proved). 

stucco stA·kou plaster for covering walls, 
etc. XVI -It. stucco (whence also F. stuc, 
Sp. estuque, estuco, G. stuck, etc.)- Germ. 
(prob. Lombardic) word repr. by OHG. 
stukki fragment, piece, (also) crust (see 
STICK1), 

stud1 stAd A. tpost, prop (later as in a 
building) OE., B. knob, boss, or nail head 
xv; adjustable button XVI. OE. studu, stu]>u 
= MHG. stud, ON. stoo, rel. to G. stiitzen 
prop, support. The development of senses 
is obscure, but there seems to be no doubt 
of the identity of the word. 

stud 2 stAd establishment for breeding of 
horses OE. ; horses bred by or belonging to 
one person XVII. OE. stiid, corr. to MLG. 
stat, OHG. stuot (G. stute mare), ON. st6o 
:-Germ. *staoam, *stiioii (with parallel 
forms in Balto-Sl.), f. *stii- STAND. cf. 
STEED. 

studding-sail, stunsail stA·nsl sail set on 
an extension of the yard-arm. XVI (stoy
tene sale). The earliest recorded form has 
suggested deriv. from MLG., MDu. stiit
inge, noun of action of staten thrust (Du. 
stooten), cogn. with OS. stiitan, OHG. 
stii;s;san (G. stossen), Goth. stautan. 

student stjii·dant one engaged in or ad
dicted to study. xv. - L. student-, studens, 
prp. of studere be eager or diligent, study ; 
cf. It. studente, G., etc. student; earlier 
tstudiant (XIV), aphetic of testudiant- OF. 
estudiant (mod. t!tudiant) = Pr. estudian, 
etc., sb. use of prp. of estudier; a common 
var. was tstudient (xrv-xvm). studio 
stjii·diou sculptor's or painter's workroom 
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STUDY 

(XIX, c.18zo). - It. studio - L. studium 
STUDY. studious stjii·di;}s given to study. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible, Gower). - L. studiosus, 
f. studium. 

study stA ·di tperplexity; serious applica
tion of mind, mental effort in learning XIII ; 
room for study, tseat of learning XIV; 
state of reverie (obs. exc. in brozvn s.). 
Aphetic- OF. estudie (mod. etude) = Pr. 
estudis, Sp. estudio, It. studio - L. studium 
zeal, affection, painstaking application. 
So stu·dy vb. tdeliberate, consider XIII 
(Cursor M.); apply oneself to study XIV. 
Aphetic- OF. estudier (mod. tftudier) = Pr. 
estudiar, etc.,- medL. studiiire (f. L. stud
ium), for L. studere be zealous, apply 
oneself, study. 

stuff stAf tequipment, stock; material. XIV. 
Late ME. stof(je), stuff( e)- OF. estoffe 
(mod. etoffe), perh. f. estoffer (etoffer) vb. = 
Cat. estofar, Sp., Pg. estofar- Germ. 
•stopjon (G. stopfen)- late L. stuppiire plug, 
STOP up (implied in stuppator, caulker), f. 
stuppa tow, oakum, (late L.) cork. So vb. 
tfurnish XIV; line, fill (out) xv. -OF. 
estoffer. Hence stu·ffy1 tfull of substance 
XVI; (of air) close XIX. 

stultify stA·ltifai (leg.) prove of un
sound mind XVIII; reduce to absurdity XIX. 
- late L. stultificiire, f. L. stultus foolish, rei. 
to stolidus STOLID; see -IFY. 

stum stAm unfermented must. XVII. - Du. 
sb. use of stom dumb; cf. F. •1.nn muet. 

stumble stA·mbl trip, make a slip in walk
ing. XIV. -ON. *stumla (repr. by ::'\orw., 
Sw. dial. stumla, Da. dial. stumle), parallel 
to synon. stumra (whence tstummer XIV), f. 
Germ. •stum- *stam- (see STAMMER). 
stumbling-block used by Tindale to render 
Gr. wp6aKop.p.a, by others to render aKavlla>.ov; 
phr. stumble at a block, i.e. a tree stump (xv). 

stump1 stAmp part remaining of maimed 
limb, broken-off end XIV; portion of tree 
left in the ground after felling ; part of a 
broken tooth left in the gum xv; stub, fag 
end XVI; short pillar XVII; (in cricket) XVIII. 
- MLG. stump, stumpe, (M)Du. stomp 
(whence similar Scand. forms) = OHG., 
G. stump] sb. uses of carr. adjs.; perh. rei. 
to STUB and STAMP. 

stump2 stAmp blunt instrument used for 
rubbing down hard lines. XVIII. prob. -F. 
estompe- Du. stomp, with support from 
prec. 

stun stAn deprive of consciousness by a 
blow, etc. XIII (Cursor M.). Aphetic of 
tastune, tastone (xm)- AN. *astoner, 
•astuner, estuner, OF. estoner (mod. etonner) 
= Pr. estonar :- Galla-Rom. "'extoniire, for 
L. attoniire stun, stupefy, f. ad AD-+toniire 
THUNDER; cf. ASTONISH, ASTOUND. stu·n
niNG2 (colloq.) firstrate, 'topping'. XIX 
(bickens, Thackeray). 

STY 

Stundist ftu·ndist, stA·ndist member of an 
Evangelical sect among peasantry of S. 
Russia, having contacts with German Pro
testants, c.186o. The Russian name of the 
sect, Shtunda, is said to be f. G. stunde hour, 
the name given to their meetings; see -IST. 

stunt1 stAnt tirritate, provoke XVI; tnon
plus; check the growth of (esp. in pp.) XVII. 
f. stunt adj. tfoolish (OE.), tshort (xv), 
stubborn (XVI) = MHG. stunz, ON. stuttr 
(:- •stuntr) short:- Germ. *stuntaz, perh. 
f. base of STUMP. 

stunt• stAnt athletic event or feat, (gen.) 
enterprise, performance. XIX. orig. U.S. 
college sl., of unkn. origin. 

stupe1 stjiip piece of steeped tow, etc. for 
fomenting a wound. XIV. - L. stuppa tow 
- Gr. stuppe. 

stupe• stjiip (colloq., dial.) shortening of 
STUPID (sb.). XVIII (Bickerstaffe). 

stupefy stjii·pifai tstun with amazement 
XVI (Spenser); make stupid or torpid XVII. 
- F. stupefier- L. stupefacere, f. stupere; 
see STUPID, -FY. So stupeFA'CTION. XVI. 
-F.- medL. 

stupe·ndous. XVII (Pepys). f. L. stupendus, 
gerundive of stupere; earliertstupe·nd (XVII, 
Burton), tstupe·ndwus (xvi), the accepted 
form till XVIII. 

stupid stjii·pid wanting in mental percep
tion XVI; tstunned with surprise, grief, etc. 
XVII (Sh.). -F. stupide or L. stupidus, f. 
stupere be stunned or benumbed, f. base 
*stup- strike, thrust; see -m1• So stu
pi·diTY. XVII. -F. or L. stu·pOR 2 • XVII. 

sturdy stO\·.:~di tfierce, violent; rough, 
harsh XIII (RG!ouc.); stalwart, strong XIV; 
sb. stupefying brain disease in cattle XVI. 
Aphetic- OF. esturdi, estourdi stunned, 
dazed, reckless, violent (mod. etourdi 
thoughtless) = It. stordito, Pr. estordit, 
stupefied, etc., pp. of estourdir, etc. :-Rom. 
*exturdire, f. L. ex EX-1 + turdus thrush 
(taken as a type of drunkenness). 

sturgeon sta· .:~d;pn large fish of genus 
Acipenser. xm (Havelok). - AN. sturgeon, 
(O)F. estourgeon = Pr. esturjon, Sp. esturion, 
It. storione :-Rom. *sturione- Germ. *stur
jon, whence OE. styrga, MLG., MDu. 
store (Du. steur), OHG. sturjo (G. stor), 
ON. styrja, with pass. Ba!to-Sl. cogns. 

stutter stA·ta.r speak with checks at and 
repetitions of certain sounds. XVI. f. late 
ME. stutten (dial. stut)+ER'; cf. (M)LG. 
stotern, Du. stotteren, G. stottern. The stem 
is repr. also in ME. stotaye falter, totter, 
Germ. *stut- *staut-, as in MLG. staten, 
OHG. sto;an (G. stossen) strike against. 

sty stai inflamed swelling on the edge of an 
eyelid. XVII. Deduced from dial. styany 
(xv), prop. eye affected with a sty (appre
hended as sty-on-eye), f. synon. styan 
(:- OE. stigend, lit. 'riser', prp. used sb. of 
stigan rise, ascend, climb) + EYE. OE. 



STYE 

stigan corr. to OFris. stiga, OS., OHG. 
stigan (Du. stijgen, G. steigen), ON. stiga, 
Goth. steigan :- CGerm. str. vb. *stigan, 
f. *st'ig- *staig- :- IE. (not in Latin) 
*steigh-, *stoigh-, st'igh- advance, go, rise, 
repr. by G. steikhein, stikhos STICH, 
stofkhos row (cf. STIRRUP). 

sty( e) stai enclosed place for swine. XIII. 
repr. OE. *sti (as in stifearh 'sty-pig', and 
prob. some place-names), perh. identical 
with stig hall (cf. stigweard STEWARD), corr. 
to ON. *sti (only in sv{nsti swine-sty), 
whence Norw. sti flock of sheep or goats, 
household work esp. concerning the feeding 
of animals, Da. svinelsti :- Germ. *stijam, 
of which a parallel formation *stijon- is 
repr. by MLG. stege, MDu. swijnstije, ON. 
stia pen, fold. 

Stygian sti·d3i<m pert. to the river Styx 
(river of Hell); infernal. XVI. f. L. Stygius
Gr. Stugios, f. Stug-, Stux, rei. to stugefn 
hate, stugn6s hateful, gloomy; see -IAN. 

style stail stylus (first in trans£. sense in 
phr. tturn the s., tr. L. stilum vertere change 
the subject); twritten work XIII; manner of 
expression or discourse XIV; proper name or 
title XIII; manner, fashion xv (of art or 
architecture XVIII); mode of expressing 
dates XVI. - (O)F. style, tstile- L. stilu-s. 
The sp. with y is due to the erron. notion 
that the word repr. Gr. stulos column. 
Hence sty·lrsH1• XVIII (Jane Austen). 
sty·lrsT, -i·strc. xrx. - F. and G. 

stylet stai-let pointed instrument (e.g. 
surgical probe) or natural process. XVII. 
-F. stylet- It. stiletto (see STILETTO). 

stylite stai-lait ascetic living on a pillar. 
XVII. - eccl. Gr. stiilites, f. stulos pillar; 
see -ITE. 

stylobate stai·lobeit (archit.) basement 
supporting a row of columns. XVII. Earlier 
stylobata staila·b;,t;,. L. - Gr. stulobdtes, f. 
stulos pillar (f. *stu- be erect) + -bates, f. 
base of bainein walk (COME). 

stylus stai·l;,s writing instrument XVIII; 
gnomon of a sundial XVIII. - erron. sp. of 
L. stilus ; see STYLE. 

stymie, stimy stai·mi (in golf) opponent's 
ball lying in the way of the player's, I8S7· 
Of unkn. origin. Hence vb. (esp. fig.). 

styptic sti·ptik having contracting pro
perties. XIV. - L. stypticus- Gr. stuptik6s, 
f. stuphein contract; see -Ic. 

styrax stai;,•neks. XVI. - L. - Gr. ; see 
STORAX. 

suasion swei·:~;,n act of urging. xrv (Ch.). 
-OF. suasion or L. suasio(n-), f. suas-, pp. 
stem of suadere urge, PERSUADE, f. *swad-; 
see next, -ION. 

suave sweiv pleasing, agreeable XVI ; 
blandly polite XIX. -F. suave or L. suavis 
SWEET, agreeable. So suaVITY swre•viti 
tsweetness xv; pleasurableness XVI; bland 
urbanity XIX. - (O)F. or L. 

SUBAUDITION 

sub1 sAb L. prep. under, underneath, be
neath, at the bottom of (cf. next), corr. to 
Gr. hup6, as ab to ap6, the first word of 
various L. phrases current from XVII, as 
sub judice 'under a judge', being the subject 
of judicial inquiry, sub rosa 'under the rose', 
secretly (of unkn. origin), sub sigillo under 
the seal, sub silentio in silence, sub voce under 
the word (so-and-so in a list), abbrev. s.v. 
Cf. SUBP<ENA. 

sub2 M.b short for SUBORDINATE XVII, 
SUBALTERN XVIII and various titles, SUB
STITUTE, SUBJECT (U.S.), SUBSCRIPTION, 
SUBSIST (money) XIX. 

sub- sAb, s;,b prep. sub (suB1) under, close 
to, up to, towards, used in composition with 
the several meanings given below. The full 
form is retained before vowels and b, d, l, n, 
s, t; the b is assimilated to c, j, g, p, and 
often to m and r. A by-form subs- was 
normally reduced to sus- in comps. with 
initial c, p, t. As a living prefix it is capable 
of being used with words of any origin. 
Its orig. force is either entirely lost sight of 
or much obscured in many words, as in 
subject, suborn, subscribe, substance. (Where 
its form is disguised, as in succeed, suffer, 
suppose, analysis of the comp. does not 
readily suggest itself.) The main stress may 
fall either on the prefix or on the appropriate 
syll. of the radical el. (for exx. see below); 
in sense (2), in titles, the stress tends to be 
level. 

It is used with the foil. senses:- (I) under, 
underneath, below, at the bottom (of), as 
subaqueous, subterranean; (2) subordinate, 
subsidiary, secondary, esp. in titles; sub
ordinately, as subdeacon; (3) math. com
pounded with adjs. expressing a ratio the 
inverse of that of the radical element, as 
in submultiple, subtriple; (4) next below or 
after, near or close (to), as in subapostolic, 
subsequent, suburb; (5) incomplete(ly), im
perfect(ly), partial(ly), as in subaci sub
cylindrical, sub triangular; ( 6) secretly, 
covertly, as in suborn; (7) from below, up, 
(hence) away, as in succour, suggest, sus
picion; (8) in place of another, as in substi
tute; ( 9) in addition, as in subjoin. 

suba(h)dar siib;,da·.J governor of a pro
vince XVII ; chief native officer of sepoys 
XVIII. -Urdu fiibahdar, f. Arab. fitbah pro
vince+Pers. dar possessor, master. 

subaltern sA·b;~lt;,m, sAb5·lt;,m of in
ferior status. XVI. -late L. subalternus. 
Earlier subalternate xv; sb., esp. subaltern 
officer in the army XVII. See SUB- 4, 
ALTERNATE. 

subaudition sAb5di·J;~n mentally supplying 
or 'understanding'. XVIII. - late L. subaudi
tio(n-), f. subaudire supply mentally, L. f. 
sub+audire hear, after Gr. V1TaKov•w; see 
SUB- 6, AUDITION. So subauditur SAb-
5dai·t;,l 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. pass. of 
the L. vb. 



SUBCONSCIOUS 

subco·Nscrous. xrx (De Quincey, who used 
the adv. earlier); see sua- 5. 

subDEA·coN. xrv. - ecc!L. subdiaconus, also 
subdiacon- ecclGr. hupodidkonos; in xrv-xv 
su-, sodekne - AN., OF. su-, soudeacne 
- ecclL. ; see suB- z. 

submvr·DE. - late L. subdividere. xv. So 
SUbDIVI"SION. XVI. -late L.; see SUB- 2. 

subdue s<:~bdjii· conquer XIV (Trevisa); 
bring into subjection xvr. ME. sodewe, 
sudewe, later subdewe- AN. *soduer, *su(b )
duer = OF. so(u)duire, suduire deceive, 
seduce = Oit. soddurre- L. subdilcere with
draw, evacuate, (f. sub SUB- 5 +ducere lead, 
bring (cf. DUKE), with sense derived from 
tsubdit subject - L. subditus, pp. of sub
dere bring under, subdue, f. sub SUB- I+ -dere 
put (cf. ADD). 

suberose sjii·b<:~rous (bot.) cork-like. XIX. 
- modL. silberosus, f. sz4ber cork; see -OSE1

; 

earlier suberous (Evelyn). 

subfusc SAbfA·sk of dusky or sombre hue. 
XVIII. - L. subjuscus, var. of suffuscus, f. sub 
SUB- 5+fuscus dark (see DUSK). 

subjacent SAbd3ei·s<:~nt underlying. xvn. 
- L. subjacent-, -ens, prp. of subjacere; see 
SUB- I, ADJACENT. 

subject sA·bd3ekt A. one who is under the 
dominion of a sovereign, etc. XIV (Rolle, 
Shoreham); B. (philos.) tsubstance XIV 
(Ch., Wycl.); matter operated upon XVI; 
(gram.) XVII; thinking agent XVIII. ME. 
soget, suget, sugiet, later subiect (XVI) - OF. 
suget, soget, subg(i)et (mod. sujet) = Pr. 
suget-z, Sp. sugeto, It. soggetto- L. subjectu-s 
m., subjectum n. pp. of subicere, f. sub 
SUB- r+jacere throw, cast; so su·bject adj. 
that is under the rule of a power XIV 
(Mannyng); cf. OBJECT; exposed or liable 
to XIV (Ch.). -OF.- L. subject s<:~b
d3e·kt make subject. XIV (Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa). - (O)F. subjecter or L. subjectare, 
frequent. f. sub(j)icere, subject-. subje·cTION. 
XIV (Rolle). - (O)F. or L. subje·ctiVE tpert. 
to one who is subject xv; pert. to the subject 
in which attributes inhere XVII ; pert. to the 
thinking subject XVIII. - L.; so F., etc. 
su·bject- MATTER XVI. earlier tmatter subject 
xrv tr. late L. subjecta materia (Boethius), tr. 
Gr. inroK£tfLEII7J vA'YJ (Aristotle). 

subjoin s<:~bd3oi·n add at the end or 
afterwards. xvr. -F. tsubjoindre- L. 
subjungere, f. sub SUB- 9+jungere JOIN. 

subjugate SA·bd3ugeit bring into sub
jection. xv. f. pp. stem of late L. subjugare, 
f. sub SUB- z+L.jugum YOKE; see -ATE3 • So 
subjugA"TION. XVII. -late L. 

subjunctive s<Jbd3A"I)ktiv (gram.) ts. 
article (Gr. ripBpov {nromKnKov), the relative 
os 7j o )( 'prepositive article' o 7] -ro; ts. vowel 
(L. vocalis subjunctiva, F. tvoyelle sub
jonctive, Gr. rpwvfj£V inromKnKov) second 
vowel of a diphthong ; designating a mood 
orig. conceived as proper to subordinate 

SUBREPTION 

clauses (late L. modus subjunct'ivus, Gr. 
V1TOTaK'rtK-ij eyK>.tcns) XVI. - F. subjonctif or 
L. subjunctivus, f. pp. stem of subjungere 
SUBJOIN; see -IVE. 

sublapsarian sAblrepsll<:~·ri<Jn (theol.) infra
lapsarian. xvu. f. modL. sublapsarius; see 
SUB- 4, LAPSE, -ARIAN. Cf. INFRALAPSARIAN, 
SUPRALAPSARIAN. 

sublimate sA·blimeit traise to a high state 
XVI; act upon so as to produce a refined 
product XVII. Preceded by pp. sublimate 
(xv), f. pp. stem of L. sublimtire, f. sublimis; 
see next, -ATE 2

• 3• So sublimATE1 sb. -at. 
xvu. sublime s<Jblai·m lofty, exalted, in 
earliest use (XVI) of language or style, later 
in physical senses. - L. sublimis, -us, f. sub 
sua+an el. variously identified with limen 
threshold and lfmus oblique. Cf. F., Sp.; 
Pg. sublime. So subli·me vb. tsublimate 
XIV (Ch.); raise to a higher state xvr. - (O)F. 
sublimer or L. sublimare; sublimA·TI0:-.1. xrv 
(Gower). subliminal sabli·min<:~l (psych.) 
applied to states supposed to exist but not 
strong enough to be recognized. XIX (c. r88s). 
f. SUB- I+ L. limin-, limen threshold+ -AL 1 ; 

coined to render G. zmter der Schwelle, sc. 
des Bezvusstseins below the threshold of 
consciousness (Herbart, r8z4). 

sublunary sAbilu·nari existing or situated 
beneath the moon. XVI. f. late L. subW
naris, f. sub suB- I +luna moon (cf. LUNAR); 
see -ARY. 

submarine sA·bm<:~rin, sAbm<:~ri·n existing 
or operating under the surface of the sea. 
XVII. f. L. SUB + marinus; see SUB- I, 
MARINE. Cf. F. sous-marin. sb. ts. creature 
XVIII ; s. boat XIX. 

submerge s<:~bm5·.zd3 cover with water. 
XVII. - L. submergere; see SUB- I, MERGE. 
So subme·rsiON. xvr. - late L. 

submit s<:~bmi·t (refl. and intr.) place 
oneself under control; so trans. XIV (Ch.). 
- L. submittere. So subMI"SSION. xv. 
-OF. or L. submi·sSIVE disposed to sub-
mit. XVI (Sidney). - L. *submissivus, f. 
submiss-, pp. stem of L. submittere. Cf. 
It. sommessivo ; also synon. tsubmiss 
(xvi, Foxe, Lyly). 

subordinate s::Jb5· .zdin<Jt of inferior grade. 
xv. - medL. subordintitus, pp. of sub
ordinare (whence subo·rdinate vb. xvr, 
subordinA·TION XVII); see SUB-, ORDAIN, 
ORDINATION, -ATE 2 and 3 • 

suborn sAb5·.zn procure by underhand or 
unlawful means. xvr. - L. subOrnare, f. sub 
suB- 6-j-ornare equip (see ORNAMENT). So 
subornA"TION. XVI. - medL. 

subprena sA(b)pi·n<:~ (leg.) writ issued by 
a court commanding the appearance of a 
person. xv. L. sub pcena under a penalty, 
being the first words of the writ; see suB, 
PAIN. 

subreption sAbre·pfan (eccl. leg.) mis
representation of the truth. XVII. - L. 
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SUBSCRIBE 

subreptio(n-), f. subripere, f. sub + repere 
creep (see SUB- 6, REPTILE, -TION). 

subs<:ribe s::Jbskrai·b write (o~e's name) of! 
xv; tntr. const. to XVI; promtse over one s 
signature to pay XVII. - L. subscribere, L. 
sub suB- I +scribere write (see SCRIBE). So 
su·bscript sb. tsignature xvm; adj. written 
undemeath (as in iota s.) XIX. - L. sub
scriptus, pp. of subscribere. subscri·pTION 
signature at end of a document xv ; declara
tion of assent XVI ; contribution to a fund of 
money XVII. - L. 

subsequent sA·bsikwant following in order 
or in time. xv. - (O)F. subsequent or L. 
subsequent-, -ens, prp. of subsequi, f. sub+ 
sequi; see SUB- 4, SEQUENT. 

subservient sabs;}•.rviant serving as an 
instrument or means. XVII. - L. sub
servient-, -ens, prp. of subservire (whence 
subse·rve xvii); see SUB- 2, SERVE, -ENT. 

subside sabsai·d sink down, die down. XVII. 
- L. subsidere, f. sub SUB- I +sidere SETTLE. 
So subsidENCE sA·bsidans, sabsai·dans 
tsediment ; sinking or settling to the 
bottom XVII. - L. subsidentia, f. subsidere. 

subsidy sA·bsldi thelp, aid; pecuniary aid 
granted by parliament, etc. XIV. -AN. 
subsidie = (O)F. subside- L. subsidium re
serve of troops, support, assistance, rel. 
formally to (rare) subsidere, f. sub SUB- z+ 
sedere SIT. So subsidiARY sabsi·di::Jri 
auxiliary XVI. - L. subsidiiirius, f. subsidium. 
su·bsidizE. XVIII. 

subsist sabsi·st exist as substance or entity 
XVI; provide for; support oneself on XVII. 
- L. subsistere stand still or firm, f. sub SUB
+sistere STAND. So subsi·stENCE sub
stantial existence xv; provision of support 
for animal life XVII; s. money, money paid on 
account of wages, etc. XVII ; shortened to 
subsist money XIX. - late L. 

subsoil SA·bsoil substratum of soil just 
below the surface. XVIII. f. SUB- I +sorL1

• 

substance sA·bstans essence XIII (Cursor 
M.); a being; (philos.) that which underlies 
phenomena; material, matter; means, 
wealth XIV. - (O)F. substance, corr. to Pr. 
sustancia, Sp. sustancia, It. sostanza- post
Augustan L. substantia being, essence, 
material property (formally rendering 
Gr. v1r6a-raa<s HYPOSTASIS,· but used also 
for ovala ESSENCE), f. substiire, f. sub 
SVB-+stare STAND. So substantiAL1 sab
stre·nfal. XIV. - (O)F. substantiel or Chr. 
L. substantiiilis, tr. Gr. hupostatik6s HYPO
STATIC. substa·ntialLY 2• XIV (Trev.); after 
Chr. L. substantiiiliter. substa·ntiATE3 give 
substance to. XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. 
substantiare, f. substantia. su·bstantrVE 
self-existent xv; (gram.) denoting a sub
stance XVI; having substance XIX. - (O)F. 
substantij, -ive or late L. substantivus, f. sub
stantia; sb. for noun s. (late L. nomen 
substantivum) XIV (PPl.); verb s. (late L. 

SUBTRACT 

verbum substantivum, Gr. Pf!J-La {mapKTLK6v) 
the verb 'to be' XVI. 

substitute sA·bstitjiit tappoint as deputy 
or delegate; put one in place of another. 
xvr. f. pp. stem of L. substituere, f. sub SUB- 8 
+statuere (see STATUTE). So substitu·TION. 
XIV. - late L. 

substratum sAbstrei·tam that which 
underlies or forms the foundation of a thing. 
XVII. - modL. sb. use of pp. of L. sub
sterner~ j see SUB- I, STRATUM. 

subsultory sAbsA·ltari moving by sudden 
leaps. XVII. f. subsult-, pp. stem of L. 
subsilire f. sub- SUB- 7 + salire leap ; see 
SALIENT, -ORY2 • So subsu·ltus convulsive 
movement. XIX. - modL. 

subsume s;Jbsjii·m tbring under, subjoin; 
state a minor premiss XVI; bring (one idea) 
under another XIX (Coleridge). - medL. 
subsumere, f. sub suB- 7 + sumere take :
*subs(e)mere or *sus(e)mere. 

subtend s;Jbte·nd (geom.) extend under, 
be opposite to. XVI. - L. subtendere; see 
SUB- I, TEND 2• 

subter- sA·bta.r prefix use of L. subter adv. 
and prep. below, underneath, in the sense 
'secretly' in subterfuge sA·bt;J.rfjiid3 arti
fice to evade conviction, censure, etc. 
XVI. - F. or - late L. subterfugium, f. L. 
subterfugere escape secretly ( cf. FUGITIVE). 

subterranean sAbt;Jrei·nian living, etc., 
below the surface of the earth. XVII. f. L. sub
terriineus, f. sub SUB- I+ terra earth (cf. TER
RENE); see -AN, -EAN. So subterra·nEous 
xvn, which was formerly equally frequent, 
beside the less common tsubterrene and sub
terre· stria[ (xvii). 

subtle SA·tl of thin or fine consistency; 
marked by acumen or fine discrimination. 
XIV. ME. sutil, satil- OF. sutil, sotil, soutil 
= Pr. sutil, It. sottile, Sp. sutil, Pg. subtil
L. subtilis, prob. orig. a weaver's term, f. 
*sub telii (passing) under the warp, for 
*subtelis, *subtexlis, f. *sub texla (see 
TEXTURE). So su·btleTY2• XIV (Rolle). -
OF. su-, soutilte :- L. subtilitatem. Hence 
subtly sA·tli. XIV; for the simplification of 
ll cf. ably, simply, terribly. The Latinized 
var. subtil(e), with corr. pronunc. sA·btil 
(-OF. subtil, latinized form of sutil), arose 
in late ME. and remained till modem times 
along with su·btilty, subtHity in arch. or 
affected use. 

subtract s;Jbtrre·kt twithdraw; deduct. 
XVI. f. subtract-, pp. stem of L. subtrahere 
(whence OF. subtraire, It. sottrarre), f. 
sub SUB- 7 + trahere draw (see TRACT). So 
subtra·cTION twithdrawal XIV; taking of 
one quantity from another xv. - late L. 
subtractio(n-), in Vulgate tr. Gr. V1Tva-ro.>.~, 
f. L. subtrahere. (][ The parallel forms 
substract, substraction (xvi), from late L. 
substrahere (after L. abstrahere ABSTRACT), 
are now illiterate. 
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SUBULATE 

subulate sh1·bjuleit (nat. hist.) awl-shaped. 
XVIII. - modL. siibulatus, f. L. siibula awl 
:- *siidhla, cf. L. suere SEW. 

suburb sA·b;';.Ib (esp. pl.) outlying district 
of a town or city. xrv (Wycl.). - (O)F. 
suburbe, pl. -es or L. suburbium, pl. -ia 
(medL. also suburbia), f. sub suB- 4 + urbs 
city. So subuRBAN s:>h;'i·.rb;>n. xvu. - L. 
suburbanus, cf. F. suburbain, etc. 

suburbrA 2 s<Jb;'i·.Ibi<J quasi-proper name for 
suburbs ( esp. of London). Late xrx; cf. 
BELGRAVIA. suburbica·rrANof(six) dioceses 
around Rome the bishops of which are 
cardinal bishops. XVII. - late L. ; cf. 
turbicarian, urbicary xvn. 

subvention s<Jbve·nf<Jn tsubsidy levied by 
the state xv; tprovision of support xvr; 
grant of money in aid xrx. - (O)F. subven
tion = Pr. subventio, etc. - late L. sub
ventio(n-), f. sub~1enire come to the help of, 
f. sub SUB-7+venire COME; see -TION. (jf Re
adopted from F. in xrx. 

subvert s<Jbv;';·Jt overturn, overthrow. xrv 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.). -OF. subvertir or L. 
subvertere, f. sub SUB- 7 + vertere tum (see 
-WARD, WORTH3

). So subve·rSION. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. or late L. 

subway sA·bwei underground passage or 
tunnel. XIX (1822; John Williams, of 
Comhill, London, patentee of subways, 
who issued a proposal for sub-railways in 
r84s). f. SUB- I + WAY. 

succade sAkei·d fruit preserved in sugar. 
xv. - A::-;r. sukade, ON .F. succade, also 
chuc(c)ade (see -ADE), of unkn. origin. 

succedaneum sAksidei·ni<Jm substitute. 
XVII. - modL. use of n. of L. succedtineus, 
f. succedere come close after; see SUCCEED. 

succeed s<Jksi·d come next after another 
(Barbour, Ch.); follow in the course of 
events xv (trans. xvr); have a certain issue 
(now always fortunate) xv; attain a desired 
end xvr. Late ME. succede- (O)F. succeder 
or L. succedere go under or up, come close 
after, go near, go on well, f. sub SUB- 4 + 
cedere go (see CEDE). So success s<Jkse·s 
tissue, result; tfortune (good or bad); 
prosperous achievement xvr. - L. successus 
f. pp. stem of succedere. Hence succe·ss
FUL1. XVI (Sh.). succe·SSION. XIV. - (O)F. 
succession or L. successio(n-), f. success-, 
succedere. succe·ssrVE. xv. - medL. suc
ce·ssoR1. XIII (RGlouc.). -OF. successour 
(mod. -eur) - L. successor, -6rem. 

succentor s<Jkse·nt5.I tone who takes up 
the chant after the precentor; precentor's 
deputy. XVII. - late L. succentor; f. suc
cinere, f. L. sub SUB- 2 + canere sing (cf. 
CHANT); see -OR1. 

succinct s"ksi •l)kt tPP• girded, girt XV; 
adj. brief and concise xvr. - L. succinctus, 
pp. of succingere, f. sub SUB- I, 7 + cingere 
gird. So F. 

SUCK 

succory sA•k<Jri plant Cichorium Intybus. 
alt. of cicoree, sichorie, early forms of 
CHICORY, after MLG. suckerie, MDu. siikerie 
(Du. suikerei, .Fiem. tsuykerey, tsuccory). 

succotash sA·kot!ef N. Amer. Indian dish 
of green maize and beans. XVIII. - Narra
gansett (Algonquian) msiquatash (inanimate 
pl.); cf. SQUASH 2 • 

succour M·k<J.I help, aid. XIII (AncrR.). 
ME. sucurs, soc( o )urs - 0 F. sucurs, soc ours 
(mod. secours) = It. soccorso :- medL. suc
cursus, f. succurs-, pp. stem of L. succurrere, 
f. sub SUB- 7 + currere run (see CURRENT). 
The final s was at an early date (xm) appre
hended as the pl. suffix and a new sg. 
(socour) came into existence, the pl. of 
which is identical with the old sg. So 
su·ccour vb. XIII. - OF. socorre :- L. 
succurrere, and OF. suc(c)urir (mod. se
courir), with change of conjugation. 

succubus sA·kjub<Js demon in female form 
having intercourse with men XVI; strumpet 
XVII. - medL. succubus, m. form with fern. 
meaning; corr. to late L. succuba (used in 
Eng. from xvr), f. sub SUB- 1 + cub- lie down 
(see CUBICLE, INCUBVS, INCVMDENT). 

succulent sA·kjul<Jnt Jmcy. xvii. - L. 
succulentus (sucu-), f. succus (sucus) juice; 
see -ULENT. 

succumb s<JkA·m tbring down, over
whelm XV (Caxton); t(Sc.) fail in a cause 
XVI; sink under pressure xvu (at first only 
Sc.). -(O)F. succomber or L. succumbere, f. 
sub SUB- I + -cumbere lie (cf. SUCCUBUS). 
(jf Noted by J. and by Sinclair (Observa
tions on the Scottish Dialect, 1782) as a 
peculiarly Sc. word. For the loss of b cf. 
BOMB. 

such SAtf of the kind described or implied. 
OE. swi!C, swelt!, swylc, ME. swich, swech, 
sv.:uch, mod. dial. sich, and sech, standard 
Eng. such; for the loss of w cf. so, SOUGH, 
SWORD, for the loss of l cf. WHICH; cogn. 
Germ. forms are O.Fris. siil(i)k, sel(i)k, sullih, 
sulk, OS. sulik, OHG. sulih, solih (Du. zulk, 
G. solch), ON. slikr (whence ME. slik-e), 
Goth. swaleiks; f. *swa, *swe so + *lik
body, form (see LIKE). Hence su·chlike 
(LIKE adj.) of a similar kind xv; cf. dial. 
siclike, swilklike. 

suck sAk draw liquid with the mouth (with 
the liquid or its source as obj.). OE.; in 
various fig. uses from XIV. OE. siican, pt. 
*seac, sucon, pp. -socen; str. vb. becoming 
weak from xrv, corr. to L. sugere, (O)Ir. 
sugim, f. WIE. *sug-, of which a parallel 
imit. base *suk- is repr. by OE. sugan, OS., 
MLG., MDu. siigen (Du. zuigen), OHG. 
sugan (G. saugen), ON. suga; cf. SOAK. 
Hence sb. XII. In phr. gives. orig. inf; of the 
vb. (cf. Du. te zuigen geven, G. zu saugen 
geben), but now apprehended as sb. Hence 
su·ckER1 young mammal before it is weaned 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); shoot of a plant XVI; 
sucking organ, part, etc. XVII. 



SUCKEN 

sucken sA·kn Sc. var. of SOKEN. xv. 
suckle sA·kl give suck to xv. prob. back

formation f. suckling sA·kliiJ infant at the 
breast xv, young animal that is suckled XVI, 
f. sucK+-LINGl, prob. after MDu. silgeling 
(Du. zuigeling) = MHG. siigelinc (G. siiug
ling). t][ Suckling occurs as a surname XIII. 

suction sA·kJ:m sucking. XVII (Bacon). 
- late L. sitctiii(n-), f. suet-, pp. stem of 
sitgere sucK; see -TION. So sucto·riAL 
having organs adapted for sucking. XIX. 
f. modL. sitctorius (npl. Suctoria, sc. ani
malia, name of various zoological groups). 

sudarium sliidta·riam napkin for wiping 
the face, sweat-cloth. XVII. L. sitdtirium, 
f. sitdor SWEAT, as used in Vulg., Luke xix 
20, John xi 44, Acts xix 12. So tsu·dARY. 
XIII (Cursor M.). 

sudd sAd floating vegetation obstructing 
the White Nile. XIX. - Arab. sudd, f. 
corresp. vb., to obstruct. 

sudden sAd'n coming without warning, 
unlooked-for, not provided for (with various 
developments now obs. or arch.). XIII. 
ME. soden, sodein, -ain - AN. sodein, sudein, 
(O)F. soudain = Pr. sob-, subtan, It. 
subitano :- late L. subitiinus, for L. subi
ttineus, f. subitus sudden, pp. of subire go 
stealthily, f. sub SUB- 6+ire go; cf. EXIT, 
ITINERARY, PERISH, PRETERITE. 

sudorific sliidari-fik promoting sweat. 
XVII (Bacon). - modL. sitdiirificus, f. sitdor 
SWEAT; see -FIC. 

suds SAdz tdregs, filth; t(E. Anglian) 
flood-water, fen-water; (frothy mass of) 
soapy water (tbarber's lather). XVI. There 
is no certain evidence for the orig. sense; 
prob.- MLG., MDu. sudde, MDu. sudse 
marsh, bog; early mod G. has seifensod 
soap-suds; cf. MHG. sot dish-water, etc. 
From XVI the phr. in the suds was used in 
various senses mostly obs., viz. in difficul
ties or disgrace; in the blues; unfinished; 
being lathered or washed. The base is 
prob. Germ. "'suo-, wk. grade of SEETHE. 

sue slii tfollow XIII; prosecute (an action), 
follow up, make a legal claim to (now sue 
for); apply for the grant of (a writ); institute 
legal proceedings (against) XIV. -AN. suer, 
siwer, sure, suir(e), f. pres. stem siu-, sieu-, 
seu- of OF. sivre (mod. suivre) :-Rom. 
•sequere (cf. Pr. segre, seguir, Sp. seguir, It. 
seguire), for L. sequi follow (see SEQUENCE; 
and cf. ENSUE, PURSUE). 

suede sweid undressed kid-skin. XIX. First 
in suede gloves, tr. F. gants de Suede, i.e. 
gloves of Sweden. 

suet slu·it fat enclosing the kidneys of an 
ox, etc. XIV. -AN. •suet, "'sewet, f. su(e), 
seu, OF. seu, sieu, siu, sij (mod. suif) = Pr. 
seu, sef, Sp. sebo, It. sevo :- L. sebum tallow, 
suet, grease. 

suffect sA·fekt additional consul. XIX. 
- L. suffectus, pp. of sufficere substitute; see 
iiVFFICB, 

SUGAR 

suffer sA·f::u undergo, endure; tolerate, 
allow. XIII. ME. suffre, soffre, soeffre- AN. 
suffrir, soeffrir, -er, OF. sof(f)rir (mod. 
souffrir) = Pr. su-, soffrir, etc. Sp. sujrir, 
It. sufferire :- Rom. "'wfferire, for L. 
sufferre, f. suf- SUB- 7 + ferre BEAR2• So 
su·fferANCE (arch.) suffering, long-suffering; 
sanction, permission, toleration (now only 
in phr. on s. and in legal use). XIII. -AN., 
OF. suffraunce, soffrance (mod. souffrance 
suffering) = Pr. sofrensa, Sp. sufrencia, 
It. sofferenza :- late L. suffer entia, f. 
sufferre. 

suffete sAfi·t supreme magistrate in ancient 
Carthage. XVI. - L. suffet-, suffes, prop. 
siifes, of Phcenician origin (cf. Heb. shiiphet 
judge). 

suffice s;lfai·s be enough. XIV. f. OF. 
suffis-, pres. stem of suffire :- L. sufficere, f. 
sub SUB- + facere D01

• So sufficiENT 
s.,fi· J.,nt that suffices or is adequate XIV 
(Wyclif); tof adequate means or quality xv. 
-OF. sufficient or L. sufficient-, -ens, prp. 
of sufficere; superseding earlier tsujjisant 
- (O)F. suffisant, prp. of suffire, of which the 
corr. sb. was tsuffisance XIV (Ch., Gower), 
which was superseded by tsufficience XIV 
(Wyclif) and suffi ·ciENCY sufficient means or 
capacity xv. - late L. 

suffix sA·fiks element attached to the end of 
a word XVIII; (math.) inferior index XIX. 
- modL. suffixum, sb. use of n. pp. of L. 
suffigere, f. sub SUB- 2 + figere FIX. So 
suffix vb. subjoin XVII; add as a suffix 
XVIII. Partly f. L. suffixus, partly f. the sb. 

suffocate SA ·fdkeit kill by stopping the 
breath. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. suffoctire, f. 
sub SUB- r+fauces throat; see -ATE 3 • 

suffragan sA·frOlgan bishop considered in 
relation to his metropolitan, by whom he 
may be summoned to give his suffrage; 
subsidiary bishop in the Church of England. 
-AN., OF. suffragan, medL. suffragtineus, 
f. L. suffragium; see next and -AN. 

suffrage sA·frid3 pl. (intercessory) prayers 
XIV (Wyclif); vote XVI (More). - L. 
suffriigium, partly through F. suffrage (from 
XIII); preceded by tsuffragies prayers (XIII
XVI)- L. suffrtigia; of uncertain origin. 

suffuse safjii·z overspread as with fluid, 
colour, etc. XVI. f. suffits-, pp. stem of L. 
suffundere, f. sub SUB-+fundere pour. So 
sufFU'SION. XIV (Trev.). - L. 

sufi sii•fi one of a Mohammedan sect. xvn. 
- Arab. fl'ifi 'man of wool', f. sitf wool. 

sugar Ju•g<>~ sweet crystalline substance 
obtained from fruit juices XIII; (old chem.) 
applied to compounds resembling sugar in 
form or taste XVII; (mod. chem.) to soluble 
more or less sweet carbohydrates XIX. 
ME. suker (XIII), sucre, sug•·e (xiv), suger 
(sugar from XVI)- OF. fUkre, sukere (mod. 
sucre)- It. zucchero, prob.- medL. succa
rum - Arab. sukkar (whence, with AL- 2, 
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SUGGEST 

Sp. azucar, Pg. assucar). The relation of the 
Arab. form to the type repr. by Gr. sdk
kharon (cf. SACCHARIN), Pers. shakar, Skr. 
farkara, and Sl. forms (e.g. Russ. sakhar), 
is not clear. For the change of -k- to -g- cf. 
FLAGON. So sugar-ca·ndy sugar clarified 
and crystallized. XIV. -OF. sucre candi 
-Arab. sukkar qandi, the latter adj. f. qand 
sugar- Pers. kand- Skr. kha1J¢a sugar in 
pieces, orig. piece, fragment, f. khaJJrJ 
break. su·gar-CANE XVI, -LOAF1 XV. Hence 
vb. xv (Lydg.), su·gary1 xvr (Spenser). 

suggest s;~d3e·st cause to be present to the 
mind. XVI. f. suggest-, pp. stem of L. 
suggerere, f. sub SUB- 7+gerere bear, carry, 
bring (see GESTATION). So sugge•STION 
prompting to an action (tin early use, spec. 
to evil); tfalse representation or charge XIV; 
information not upon oath xv. - (O)F. 
- L. sugge·strVE. (leg.) tresting on in
formation. XVII. 

suicide1 slii·isaid one who takes his own 
life. XVIII. - modL. suicida, £. L. sui of 
oneself. So suicide• taking one's own life. 
XVII. -mod L. suicidium; cf. F. suicide, Sp., 
It. suicidio; tsu-icism was current XVIII. 
Hence suici·dAL1 • XVIII; earlier t suicidical. 
'1f All modelled on HOMICIDE. 

suint swint grease in the wool of sheep. 
XVIII. - F. suint, earlier tsuing, f. suer 
sweat. 

Suiogothic swiougo·pik Swedish; the 
older Swedish language. XVIII. - modL. 
Suiogothicus, adj. of Suiones Gothique, used 
to denote the Sviar Swedens, and Gotar, 
older Gautar, inhabitants of Gotland 
(southern Sweden); see -!C. 

suit slut A. (hist.) attendance at court XIII 
(RGlouc.); B. tpursuit XIV; legal process 
xv; C. ttrain, suite XIII (RGlouc.); D. 
tlivery, garb XIII (RGlouc.); E. set, series 
XV. ME. siute, siwte, s(e)ute- A!\. siute, 
OF. sieute, siute (mod. suite):- Gallo-Rom. 
*'sequita, sb. use of fern. pp. of *sequere 
follow, SGE. The medL. equiv. of suit in 
various senses was secta (see SECT, SET 3). 

Hence suit vb. tsue, pursue xv; provide 
with apparel; be agreeable or convenient to 
xvr. Whence sui·tABLE tmatching, to 
match; tagreeing, accordant XVI; fitting, 
appropriate xvn ; after agreeable; supersed
ing earlier tsuitlike (xvr), tsuitly (xv). 

suite swit A. train ot attendants XVII 
(Dryden); B. succession, series XVIII; C. 
set of rooms XVIII, of furniture XIX. -F. 
suite; see SUIT. Sense C is of English de
velopment. 

suitor slii·t;~I tfrequenter XIII; tadherent 
xrv; (arch.) petitioner; wooer xvr. -AN. 
seutor, suitour, sut(i)er, -or- L. seciltor, -or
follower, f. secilt-, sequi follow, SUE, after 
suite SUIT. 

sulcate sA·lkeit furrowed. XVIII. - L. 
sulcatus, pp. of sulcare plough, f. sulcus (rei. 
to Gr. helkein draw) groove, furrow, which 

SUM 

has been used in Eng. in spec. senses since 
xvn (Evelyn). So su·lcated. xvn; see -ATE 2• 

sulk sAlk indulge in ill-humour. xvm 
(Mme d'Arblay). perh. back-formation 
from somewhat earlier sulky1 SA·lki adj., 
used also as sb. for a carriage seated for one 
person (cf. synon. use of F. desobligeant 
disobliging). Sulky was perh. an extension 
with -Y1 of an adj. tsulke (xvn) hard to dis
pose of, slow in going off, which may repr. 
ult. the base *sulk- of OE. asolcen, besolcen 
slothful, inactive (aseolcan become sluggish, 
and besylced exhausted, asolcennys sloth, 
tedium). 

sullen sA·l(;~)n marked by gloomy ill
humour; of gloomy condition or aspect. 
XVI ('fusser). Later form of tsolein, 
t-eyne unique, sole, solitary, morose (xrv) 
-AN. *solein, *solain, f. sol SOLE3, after OF. 
soltain, soutain = Pr. soldan :- late L. soli
tiineus, f. L. solus SOLE3• 

sully sA·li pollute; tintr. for pass. xvr (Sh.). 
per h. - F. souiller; see son. a. 

sulphur, U.S. sulfur sA·lf;~I greenish
yellow non-metallic element; brimstone. 
XIV. Late ME. soujre, solfre, sulph(e)re
AN. sulf(e)re, (O)F. soujre = Pr. solfre, 
OSp. fUfre, Pg. xofre, It. solfo (with pre
fixed Arabic al, OSp. afufre, Sp. azujre, 
Pg. enxofre) :- L. sulfur, -phur, -pur (pl. 
-phura), perh. rei. to the Germ. word repr. 
by OE. swefl. Comb. form sulpho-, be
fore a vowel sulph-, now largely super
seded by THIO-. XIX. su·lphATE1fsu·lphiTE 
salt of sulphuric/sulphurous acid. XVIII. 
-F. sulphat I sulphite. su·lphmE com
pound of sulphur with another element. 
xrx. sulphurEous sAlfju;~·ri;~s pert. to 
sulphur XVI; thellish, satanic XVII. (Earlier 
t sulphurious- OF. xv.) sulphuretted sA·l
fjuretid combined chemically with sulphur. 
XIX. f. swlphuret- modL. sulphuretum; see 
-URET. sulphurrc sAlfju;~·rik s. acid H 2S04 • 

XVIII,- F., sulfurique. sulphurous sA·l
fj;~r;~s, (chem.) sAlfjua·r;~s sulphureous XVI; 
su·lphury sulphurous, -eons. xvr. See·Y1 • 

sultan sA·ltan sovereign of a Mohammedan 
country XVI ; despot, tyrant ; sweet-scented 
annual, Centaurea moschata and C. suave
olens xvn. -F . .;ultan (16th cent.) or medL. 
sultanus -Arab. sultan power, dominion, 
ruler, king, f. Aram. salita rule, overcome. 
Cf. the (arch.) doublet soldan s;,.ld;~n, f. 
OF. soldan, soudan. XIII. So sultana sAl
ta·n;~ sultan's wife XVI; mistress, concubine 
XVIII; purple gallinule; (s. raisin) small 
seedless raisin XIX. - It. sultana, fern. of 
sultana sultan. su·ltanATE1• xrx. 

sultry SA"ltri oppressively hot and moist. 
XVI. f. tsulter be sweltering hot (xvr), 
prob. for '*'swulter, rei. to SWELTER; see -Y1• 

sum SAm quantity of money; total amount 
XIII; summary, epitome (surviving in phr. 
sum and substance, Sh.) xrv; quantity result
ing from the addition of quantities xv. ME. 



SUMACH 

summe, somme- OF. summe .• (also mod.) 
somme = Pr. som(m)a, Sp. suma, It. 
somma :- L. summa (whence also Du. som, 
G. summe), sb. use (sc. res, pars) main thing, 
principal part, substance, sum total, of fern. 
of summus :- *supmus, super!. f. stem of 
super, superus (see SUPERIOR). phr. sum 
TOTAL XIV, tr. medL. summa totiilis. So vb. 
XIII. - (O)F. sommer or late L. summiire, 
f. summa. summaTION sAmei·Jan finding 
the sum, adding up. XVIII. - modL. sum
miitio(n)-, f. late L. summiire. 

sumach sjii·mrek, Ju·mrek preparation of 
dried leaves of plants of the genus Rhus 
XIV; plant of this genus XVI. - (O)F. sumac 
= Pr. sumac, simac, Sp. zumaque, It. som
maco or medL. sumac(h)- Arab. summiiq. 

summary sA·m;>ri comprising the chief 
points or substance xv; done without delay, 
(leg.) carried out without certain formalities 
XVIII (the adv. su·mmariLY 2 in corr. sense 
is XVI; cf. OF. sommierement, L. summiitim). 
- medL. summarius (in classical L. only in 
n. sb.), f. summa SUM; see -ARY. As sb. XVI. 
- L. summiirium. Hence su·mmariZE. XIX. 

summer1 sA·ma.I second and warmest 
season of the year. OE. sumor, corr. to 
OFris. sumur, OS. sumar, MLG. sommer, 
(Du. zomer), OHG. sumar (G. sommer), 
ON. sumar :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.); rei., 
with different suffixes, to Skr. sdmii half
year, year, Olr. sam, samrad, W. ham, haf 
summer. 

summer" SA'ma.I tpackhorse; (archit.) 
horizontal bearing-beam. XIV. -AN. sumer, 
somer, OF. somier (mod. sommier) = Pr. 
saumier, It. somiere- Rom. *saumiirius, for 
late L. sagmiirius, f. sagma - Gr. sdgma 
packsaddle, f. *sak- (sdttein equip). For the 
sense-development cf. horse and F. cheval. 
Cf. BREAf:lTSUMMER. 

summit sA·mit topmost part, top. xv 
(Malory, Caxton). Late ME.- OF. som
(m)ete, also somet, sumet (mod. sommet), f. 
som, sum :- L. summum, n. sg. of summus 
(see SUM); the sp. with -it (from XVII) is due 
to assim. to tsummity summit (XIV-XVIII) 
- (O)F. sommite- late L. summitiis (see 
-ITY). 

summons SA"manz authoritative call, cita
tion. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). ME. somozms
OF. somonce, sztmunse (mod. semonce) = Pr. 
somonsa :- Gallo-Rom. *summonsa, for L. 
summonita, fern. pp. used sb. of summonere. 

summum bonum sA·mam bou·nam chief 
or supreme good. XVI. L. (Cicero), i.e. 
summum n.sg. of summus highest (cf. SUM), 
bonum n.sg. of bonus good used sb. (cf. 
BOON). 

sump sAmp tmarsh xv; (dial.) dirty pool; 
pit for collecting water XVII. - (M)LG., 
MDu. sump, or in mining use, corr. to G. 
sump], rei. to SWAMP. 

sumpitan SA·mpitan blow-gun used by 
Malays. XVII (T. Herbert). -Malay 

SUNDER 

sumpitan, f. sumpit blowpipe, prop. 
narrow. 

sumpter sA·m"ta.I tdriver of a pack-horse 
XIV; pack-horse XVI. -OF. som(m)etier, 
Pr. saumatier :-Rom. *saumatiirius, f. late 
L. sagmat-, sagma - Gr. sdgma equipment, 
baggage, packsaddle (see SUMMER2). 

sumptuary sA·m"tjuari pert. to expendi
ture. XVI. - L. sumptutirius, f. sumptus 
expenditure, expense, f. sumpt-, sitmere 
consume, spend; see -ARY and cf. F. 
somptuaire, etc. So su·mptuous made at 
great cost xv (Caxton); t spending largely 
XVI. - (O)F. somptueux = Pr. sumptuos, 
Sp. suntuoso, etc. - L. sumptuosus, f. 
sumptu-s. 

sun SAn the brightest of the heavenly 
bodies, the orb of day, OE. sunne (fern.) = 
OFris. sunne, OS. sumza, OHG. sunna (Du. 
zon, G. sonne), ON. (poet.) sunna, Goth. 
sunnii, beside OE. sunna (m.), OHG., OS. 
sunno :- CGerm. *sunniin, -on; f. IE. *su
with n-formative, beside *sau- with /
formative in Homeric Gr. eelios :- *siiwelijos 
(Attic ldlios), L. sol, OE. sol, 0~. sol, Goth. 
sauil, W. haul. Hence vb. XVI; sunnY1• XIII 
(Cursor M.). comps. su·nBEAM. OE. 
sunn(e)beam. su·nBURN sb. XVII, f. the vb. 
(xvi) back-formation from sunburning (xvi), 
sunburnt (sunne ybrent XIV) ; OE. had sb. 
sunbryne. su·DDEW plant of genus Drosera. 
XVI (Lyte). tr. Du. son-, sundauw = G. 
sonnentau, tr. L. riis solis. su·DDIAL. xvr. 
su·ndown setting of the sun XVII. perh. 
shortening of tsunne gate downe (xv), tsun 
go downe (xvr). su·nFLOWER plant whose 
flowers tum towards the sun; tr. modL. flos 
siilis xvr. su·nRISE. xv. perh. evolved, 
through syntactical ambiguity, from a clause 
such as before the sun rise (pres. subjunctive 
of the vb.); cf. ME. sonnerist (xm). su·nsET. 
OE. (late Nhb.) sunset; perh. partly from 
a clause like ere the sun set. su·nsHADE 
parasol. XIX. su·nsTROKE, for earlier 
stroke of the sun, tr. F. coup de solei[. XIX. 
su·n-uP (U.S.) sunrise; after sun-down XIX. 

sundae SA·ndei portion of ice cream served 
with syrup, etc. xx. orig. U.S.; accepted as 
alt. of SUNDAY for some obscure reason. 

Sunday sA·ndi first day of the week. OE. 
sunnand::eg (Nhb. szmnad::eg) = OFris. sun
nandei, OS. sunnondag, OHG. sunnun (-on)
tag (Du. zondag, G. sonntag), ON. sunnudagr; 
Germ. tr. of L. dies siilis = late Gr. ~fL€pa 
~Mov 'day of the sun'; surviving as three 
sylls. till XIV; cf. l\IONDAY for the formation. 
(jj For S. clothes cf. F. s' endimancher dress in 
one's S. best (f. dimanche Sunday). 

sunder sA·nda.I phr. in s., asunder, apart 
XIII (Cursor M.). alt. of ASUNDER (OE. 
onsundran, -um) by substitution of IN1 for 
ON (o, a), partly after 0~. i sundr ( = OHG. 
in sunter). So su·nder vb. separate, part. 
Late OE. sundrian (beside syndrian), for 
earlier iisundrian, and ge-, on-, tiisundrian, 
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SUNN 

corr. to OHG. sunt(a)rorz, sund(e)ron (G. 
sorzdern), ON. sundra, f. Germ. adv. 
('separately') repr. by OE. sundor, OFris. 
sunder, OS. sundar (MLG. sunder; also 
prep. and conj., Du. zonder prep.), OHG. 
suntar (MHG. sunder adj., adv., prep., 
conj., G. sander adv., adj., with var. sondem 
but), ON. sundr, Goth. sundro, formed with 
compar. or oppositive suffix on IE. *su- repr. 
also by Skr. sanitur besides, sanutar apart 
from, Gr. hdteros (Attic ht!teros) one of two, 
Gr. dter without, vV. hanner half ( :- *s1Jtero-), 
and (without t- suffix) L. sine, Toch. sne, snai, 
Goth. inu, OHG. tina, Gr. dneu without. So 
sundry s,vndri several, various. OE. syndrig 
separate, special, private, exceptional, corr. 
to MLG. sunder(i)ch, OHG. sunt(a)ric; 
see -Y1 • sundries sA·ndriz miscellaneous 
small articles. XIX; cf. odds. 

sunn SAn shrub Crotalaria juncea, culti
vated for its fibre. XVIII. -Urdu, Hindi san 
- Skr. fdnd hempen. 

Sunni sA·ni orthodox J\!Iohammedan, who 
accepts the Sunna (body of tradition) as of 
equal authority with the Koran. XVII. -
Arab. sunni lawful, f. sunnah form, way, 
course, rule. 

sunnud SA"nAd deed of grant, charter. 
xvm. -Urdu sunnud- Arab. sanad signa
ture, deed, diploma. 

sunnyasee, -asi sAnja·si Brahman in the 
fourth stage of his life. XVII. -l...:rdu, 
Hindi sannytisi - Skr. smtmyaszn laying 
aside, abandoning, ascetic, f. sarJl together+ 
ni down+as throw. 

sup1 SAp take liquid into the mouth in small 
quantities. OE. sitpan, pt. seap = MLG. 
silpen, OHG. sufan (Du. zuipen, G. saufen 
drink, booze), ON. supa :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) str. vb.; this vb. continued in ME. 
siipe, sowpe, pp. sopen, giving place to 
wk. forms with short stem vowel from XIV 
onwards, which were based partly on OE. 
(Nhb.) pt. gesupede, pres. ind. pl. suppas. 
Hence sb. XVI. 

sup 2 SAp take supper. xm. - OF. super, 
soper (mod. souper) = Pr. sopar, f. Germ. 
*sup- (see SOP, SUP\ and cf. SOUP). 

sup- see SUB-. 
supari supii·ri areca palm. XVII. Hindi. 

supawn s;,p5·n (U.S.) maize porridge. 
XVIII. Natick saupdun softened; cf. Du. 
sapaen. 

supe siup (sl.) short for next. 
super siu·p:u short for SUPERFICIAL, SUPER

FINE, SUPERI!'TE:\DENT, St:PERl'-\JMERARY. 
XIX. 

super- siupJ.t prefix repr. L. super-, being 
the adv. and prep. super above, on the top 
of, beyond, besides, rei. to SUB- as Skr. 
updri above, over, moreover, to upa up, 
hither, to, towards. 

The gen. rule for the stressing of super
comps. is that the prefix carries a secondary 
stress, e.g. su:pera·dd, su:pereroga·tion, 

SUPERFINE 

su=perpho·splzate, su:persubsta·ntial; but this 
syll. carries the main stress when a contrast 
is implied with the radical el., e.g. su-perman, 
su·perstructure; in supe·rfluous and supe·rla
ti·ve the stress is on the second syll. of the 
prefix. 

The chief meanings are: (1) over, above, 
at the top (of), in advb., prep., or adj. force, 
as su-peraltar (xiv), -cele·stial (xvi), swper
structure (xvn); (2) higher in rank, quality, 
or degree, as su:peresse·ntial (XVI), super
twzmdane (XVII), superse·nsual (xvii); (3) in 
or to the highest or a very high degree, 
(hence) in excess, as su:perabou-nd, 
-abu·ndant (xv, Bokenham, Hoccleve), 
su-perfine; (4) expressing addition, as 
supera-dd (xv), su·per-tax (xx). Cf. SUPRA-, 
SUR-•. 

superable slu·p;,r;,bl that can be overcome. 
XVII. - L. supertibilis, f. supertire overcome, 
f. super; see prec., -ABLE, INSUPERABLE. 

superannuated siup;,.ne·njueitid disquali
fied or impaired by age. XVII. f. medL. 
superannutitus, alt. of superanntitus ( cf. F. 
surannt!), f. super SUPER-+annus year, with 
assim. to annuus ANNUAL; see -ATE 2, -ED1

• 

So su:perannUA·TION. XVII. 

superb slup5· .1b of noble or magnificent 
proportions XVI ; grandly furnished XVII. 
- (O)F. superbe or L. superbus (whence also 
It. superbo) proud, superior, distinguished, 
f. super above (suPER-)+ *biz-, as in pro bus 
(see PROBITY). f1l Earlier tsuperbious. 

supercargo slup;uka·.Igou (naut.) officer 
who superintends the cargo. XVII. alt., by 
substitution of SUPER-, of supraCARGO (XVII
XIX)- Sp. sobrecargo, F. subrecargue; cf. 
modL. supriicarictirius (Statutes of Geneva, 
IS67). 

supercilious siup;,.Isi·li;)s haughtily con
temptuous. xvr. - L. superciliosus, f. L. 
supercilium eyebrow, f. super SUPER-+ 
cilium (lower) eyelid, perh. f. *kel- hide, 
CONCEAL. 

supererogation siu:p;,rerogei·J;,n per-
formance of good works beyond what is 
required. XVI. - late L. supererogtitio(n-), 
f. L. supererogiire. su:pererogatORY 2 

-m·g;,t;,ri. XVI- scholL. supererogtitorius. 

superficies slup;,.Ifi·Jiiz, -fi·siiz, -fi·fiz sur
face. XVI. - L., f. super SUPER- I +facies 
FACE. Earlier superfice (xrv, Ch.)- OF. 
So superfi·cial slup;ufi·J;,l t(math.) com
pounded of two prime factors XIV (Trevisa) ; 
pert. to the surface or superficies xv; con
cerned only with the surface XVI. - late 
L. superficiiilis; cf. F. superficiel. 

superfine slu·p;,.Ifain, slup;,.Ifai·n tex
tremely subtle xv; over-refined XVI; ex
tremely fine XVII. - medL. *superfinus 
(implied in superfinittis), f. L. super+medL. 
Jinus FINE 2• G. superfin was applied by 
Paracelsus to silver of the highest grade. 
Cf. F. superfin, surfin, Sp. It. sopraffino. 
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SUPERFLUOUS 

superfluous slup;'i·Jfluas that is more than 
sufficient. XV. f. L. superfiuus, whence, 
through F. superfiu, earlier tsuperfiue (xrv), 
f. super SUPER-+ fiuere FLOW; see -ous. So 
superftu·ITY. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. -late L. 

superhuman sliipalhji'l'm:m higher than 
(that of) man. XVII. -late L. superhilmtinus; 
see SUPER-, HUMAN. Cf. F. surhumain. 
'11 Similar comps. are Gr. 1nrEp7Jvoplwv 
(Homer), VTrEp~vwp (Hesiod), VTrEpav8pwrros 
(Lucan). Cf. SCPER!\IAN. 

superintend slu:parinte·nd have the over
sight of. XVII (Bacon). - ecc!L. superin
tendere, rendering Gr. episkopefn; see 
SUPER-, INTEND. So su:perinte·ndENT 
official having chief ·charge or oversight; 
in earliest use applied to Christian ministers 
in some church polities, as repr. Gr. 
episkopos 'overseer' (see BISHOP). XVI. 
- ecc!L. superintendent-, -ens. 

superior slupia·rial situated higher XIV 
(Gower); of higher degree or status xv; 
s. to (ts. than) XVI. sb. xv. -OF. superiour 
(mod. superieur), corr. to It. superiore, 
Sp. superior- L. superiorem, nom. -ior, 
compar. of supems that is above, f. super; 
see SUPER-, -lOR. So superioriTY -;J"riti. 
XVI. - (O)F. superiorite or medL. 

superlative siup;'i•Jlativ (Gram.) XIV (Ch.); 
surpassing all others xv. - (O)F. superlatif, 
-ive = Pr. superlatiu, Sp., It. superlativo
late L. superltitivus, f. super/titus (used as 
pp. of superferre), f. super SUPER-+lat
( :- "'tlat-), pp. stem of tollere take away ( cf. 
EXTOL) ; see -IVE. 

superman slu·pa.Imren ideal superior type 
of man. 1903 (G. B. Shaw). tr. of G. iiber
mensch, as used in 'Zarathustra' 1883, by 
F. W. Nietzsche, German philosopher 
(1844-I900), f. iiber OVER+mensch human 
being (cf. OE. mennisc human). '1f Beyond
man (A. Tille, 1896) and overman (T. Com
mon, 1901) were earlier renderings, as in F. 
were superhomme (I898) and surhomme 
(Lichtenberger I90I); G. iibermensch is 
historically a back-formation from iiber
menschlich (IS27, tr. late L. superhiimiinus 
SUPERHUMAN). 

supernaculum sliip:unre·kjCilam (drink) to 
the last drop. XVI (nag-, Nashe). modL., 
tr. G. auf den nagel (trinken) on to the nail. 
See CAROUSE. 

supernal slup;'i•.Inal existing in the heavens. 
xv.- OF. supemal or medL. superntilis, 
L. supernus, f. super; see SUPER- and cf. 
externus EXTERNAL. 

supernaturAL1 sliipamre·tfaral transcending 
the natural. XVI. - medL. superntitilrtilis 
(Thomas Aquinas), f. L. super SUPER 2 + 
natura NATURE. So superna·turalLY2• xv; 
after medL. superniiturtiliter. 

supernumerary slupamjil·marari beyond 
the due number. XVII (Bacon). -lateL. 
supernumertirius, f. super numerum ; see 
SUPER1 NUMBER1 -ARY. 

SUPPER 

superpose sliipalpou·z place above or upon. 
XIX. -F. superposer (see SUPER- I, POSE1); 

after L. superponere. So su:perPOSI·TioN 
(geom.) XVII; (gen.) XIX. -F. or late L. 

superscribe sliipa.Iskrai·b inscribe on the 
top or surface of. - L. superscribere, f. 
SUPER- I +scribere (see SCRIBE). So super
scri·pTION. XIV (Wycl. Bible). -late L. 

supersede sliipalsi·d tpostpone xv; tde
sist or refrain from; trender superfluous or 
void XVI ; take the place of something set 
aside XVII. In early use often -cede. -OF. 
superceder, later -seder- L. supersedere (in 
medL. often -cedere) set above, be superior 
to, refrain from, omit, f. super SUPER- 2+ 
sedere SIT. supersedeas -si•dires (leg.) 
writ commanding the stay of proceedings. 
XIV (PPI.). L. 'you shall desist', 2nd pers. 
sg. pres. subj. of supersedere. superSE"S
SION setting aside of a rule, etc. XVIII ; sub
stitution of a person in the place of one 
removed XIX. F. or medL. ; an earlier ex. 
with sense 'desisting' appears in Blount 
'Glossographia', 1656, copying Cotgrave. 

superstition slupa.Isti·fan religious belief 
or practice founded on fear or ignorance. 
xv. - (O)F. superstition or L. superstitio(n-), 
f. supers tare stand on or over 1 f. super 
SUPER- I + stare STAND; see -TION. So 
supersti·TIOUS. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. super
stitieux or L. superstitiosus. 

supersubstantial siu:palsabstre·nfal spiri
tual (in s. bread, i.e. of the Eucharist); 
transcending all substance. XVI (More). 
- ecc!L. (Vulg.) supersubstantiiilis, tr. Gr. 
epiousios Matt. vi II in the Lord's Prayer, 
which is usu. taken to mean '(bread) pert. to 
the coming day'; see SUPER- I, 2, suB
STAl<iTIAL. 

supervene sliipaJvi·n occur as something 
additional. XVII. - L. supervenire, f. super 
SUPER- 4+venire COME. So superve·nrENT. 
XVI. - L. supervenient-, -i!ns, prp. of 
supervenire. 

supervise slii·p;uvaiz tsurvey XVI (Sh.); 
have the oversight of xvu. f. supervis-, 
pp. stem of medL. supervidere, f. L. super 
SUPER- I + videre. So superVI"SION. XVII. 
-medL. 

supination slupainei·fan action of turning 
the hand or fore limb so that the back of it 
is downward or backward. XVII. - L. 
supiniitio(n-), f. supiniire, f. supinus; see 
next, -ATION. 

supine slii·pain adj. lying on one's back 
xv; mentally or morally inert XVII. - L. 
supinus, f. Italic "'sup-, repr. in L. super 
above, superus higher, SUPERIOR; see -INE1• 

So sb. form of verbal noun ending in -tum, 
-tii, -sum, -su. XVI (Lyly). - n.sg. of 
supinus used sb.; cf. F. supin; this usage has 
not been satisfactorily explained. 

supper sA•paJ last meal of the day. xm. 
ME. supe•r(e), sope·r(e), and sU"per, so·per, 
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SUPPLANT 

later soupper, sopper, supper- OF. soper, 
super (mod. souper), sb. use of soper SUP 2 ; 

see -ER4• 

supplant So:lpla·nt dispossess another, esp. 
treacherously XIII (implied in supplanter, 
Cursor M., as applied to the Heb. patriarch 
Jacob, whose name has that meaning; see 
Gen. xxvii); fuproot XVI; ftrip up; bring 
down, bring low XIV. - (O)F. supplanter or 
L. supplant/ire overthrow, f. sub SVB- 7-+
j>lanta sole of the foot, PLANT. 

SUI?ple SA"P~ tsoft, yielding XIII (RGlouc.); 
phant, flexrble XIV (Ch.); compliant XIV. 
ME. souple- (O)F. souple :-Rom. *supples, 
f:. L. supf?lex, -plic- submissive, suppliant, 
ht. bendmg under, f. sub SUB- I + *plic
bend (see PLIANT). 

supplement sA·plimo:lnt something added 
to supply a deficiency XIV (Wycl. Bible 
Trevisa) ; supply, provision, reinforcement 
XI' (Caxton). - L. suppliimentum, f. supplere 
SUPPLY; cf. F. supplbnent (XVI); see -MENT. 

supJ?l.iant sA·plio:lnt one who supplicates or 
petrtwns. ~v. -F .. suppliant (superseding 
OF. so.uplewnt, -oza?Zt), prp. of supplier, 
tsouplezer- L. sz~ppltcdre SUPPLICATE; see 
-ANT. Also as adj. XVI. 

supplicat,e . SA ·~likeit beg humbly xv; at 
Oxford Cmversrty, present a formal petition 
for a degree XVII. f. pp. stem of L. suppli
ciire, f. sub SUB- 7 + t *plic- bend (see PLIANT) ; 
see -ATE3

• So su·pplicANT sb. (Hooker) and 
r.dj. ~S_h.) suppliant. xvr. - L. prp. of 
supplzcm·e. su·pplicat formal petition. 
:'vii. - L. '(~e) supplicates', 3rd sg. pres. 
md. of supplzcdre; used as the first word 
of a petition. supplicA·TioN. xrv (Ch., 
Gower). - (O)F. - L. 

supply So:lplai• thelp, succour, complete, 
supplement; make up for, compensate· fill 
(;another's pl~ce) XIV; t~ulfil, disch;rge 
(office or functwn) xv; fumrsh, provide XVI ; 
take ~he place of, now only as a minister's 
su~stltute XVII. Late ME. (in earliest use 
mamly Sc.) sup(p)le, sowple, later supplie
OF. so(u)pleer, earlier soup(p)leier, -oier, 
later supplier (mod. suppleer) - L. suppliire 
fill up, make good, complete (whence also 
Pr., Sp. suplir, Pg. supprir, It. supplire), f. 
sub SUB- 7 + -plere fill (plenus FULL). Hence 
sb. xv (in early use mainly Sc.). 

sup~o;rt So:lp5·~t endure, tolerate (now a 
gall~c.rsm) XIV (\Vycl. Bible); strengthen the 
posrtwn of XIV (Gower); furnish sustenance 
for xv (Lydg.); keep from failing XVI. 
- (O)F. supporter = Pr. supportar, etc.- L. 
suppo;tare, f. sub SUB- 7+Portdre carry (cf. 
PORT ). Hence, or partly- F., sb. XIV 
(Gower); ?bs. syns. are +supportance (xv), 
tsupportatwn (XIV, Ch.), tsupportment 
(xvii), tsupporture (xvn). 

suppose s~pou·z tbelieve think guess· 
assu.me as .a ~ypothesis x{v; inf;r hypo~ 
thetrcally, mchne to think XVII. - (O)F. 
sup(p)oser, f. sub SUB-7-1-Poser POSE1, as a vb. 

SURAL 

corr. to supposiTION SApo:lzi·Jo:ln tsomething 
held to be true as the basis of argument xv ; 
assumption of this hypothetical inference 
or belief XVI. - (O)F. supposition or medL. 
suppositio(n-), used as a rendering of Gr. 
{nr61Jwts HYPOTHESIS, in older L. recnrded 
only in senses 'placing under' and 'substitu
tion' ; cf. POSITION. So suppositiTIOUS 
sap;Jziti · fo:ls deceitfully substituted. xvn. 
f. L. supposititius, -icius, f. pp. stem of sup
ponere. suppositoRY sap;J·zit;}ri plug to be 
introduced into the rectum. XIV. - medL. 
supJ:osiWrium, n. sg. of adj. f. late L. sup
poszt-, supponere. Cf. (O)F. suppositoire 
(xrn). 

suppress sapre·s put down by force or 
authority XIV (Wyclif); subdue; keep secret, 
not to express XVI. f. suppress-, pp. stem of 
L. supprimere, f. sub SUB- z+ premere PRESS. 
So suppre·ssiON. XVI- L. So suppre·s
SIVE. XVIII (J.). 

suppurate sA·pjureit tcause to form pus 
XVI ; secrete pus XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
suppurdre, f. sub suB- I ·+·pus PUS; see -ATE 3• 
So suppurA·TION. xvi. - L. 

supra- slu·pro:l repr. L. supra adv. and prep., 
a.bove, b.eyond, in addition (to), before the 
trme of, m comps. parallel to those of super-, 
but with a different distribution; used in 
many techn. terms, esp. anat. and zoo!. )( 
INFRA- and SUB-. su:pralapSA"RIAN pert. 
to the view that God's election of some was 
antecedent to the Fall of Man )( infra
lapsarian XVII. suprali·minal (psych.) 
above the threshold of consciousness. XIX ; 
after SUBLIMINAL. 

supr~tnesl~pri·m A. (poet.) loftiest, topmost; 
B. hr.ghest m authority or rank; of the highest 
quality or degree. XVI. - L. supremus (whence 
also F. supreme, Sp., It. suP_remo), f. supra; 
see prec. and for the formatron cf. EXTREME. 
In sense B first used in titles s. head and 
s. governor in the enactments of Henry VIII's 
a~d Elizabeth's reigns respectively, dealing 
With the position of the sovereign as the 
paramount authority (as against the Bishop 
of Rome). Hence (after PRIMACY) supre
mACY slupre·mo:lsi. XVI (in earliest use with 
ref. to the s. head or governor); whence F. 
suprbnatie, etc. 

sur-1 var. of SUB-. 

sur-• s~~. So:lJ - (O)F. su1·-, earlier sor-, 
sour( e)- :- L. super, used in various senses 
of SUPER-. 

sura1 su·ra fermented juice of species of 
palm. xvr. - Skr. surd. 

sura2 sii·ra section of the Koran. xvn. 
- Arab. surah. 

surah slu;)"ra soft twilled silk fabric. XIX. 
repr. F. pronunc. of SURAT. 

sural slua·r;}l pert. to the calf of the leg. 
xvn. - modL. surdlis, f. sura; see -AL1 and 
cf. F. sural. 
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SURAT 

surat siur:E·t, siu:~·r:Et, su·r:Et designating 
cotton goods orig. made in Surat, a town 
and district in Bombay, India. XVII. 

surcease s;usi·s (arch.) cessation, suspen
sion. XVI. f. surcease vb. (arch.) leave off, 
cease, desist (xv), f. OF. sursis, fern. -sise 
(cf. A::\f. sursise omission), pp. of surseoir 
refrain, delay, suspend :- L. supersedere 
SVPERSEDE j early assim. in sp. to CEASE. 

surcharge sJ·Jt]iiJd3 excessive or exorbi
tant charge. XVII. f. the vb. (xv) - OF. 
surcharger. See SVR- 2, CHARGE. 

surcingle s5·.Isi!]gl girth for a horse, etc. 
XIV. -OF. so(u)rcengle, f. sor- SUR-2+cengle 
(mod. sangle) :- L. cingula, f. cingere gird. 

surcoat s5·Jkout outer coat. XIV. -OF. 
sur-, sourcot; see SUR-2 , COAT, and cf. Pr. 
sobrecot, It. sopracotta, sorcotto, medL. 
surcotus. 

surd s:i.Id (math.) irrational XVI; (phonetics) 
voiceless XVIII. - L. surdus deaf, mute, 
silent, (of sound) dull, indistinct. tJl The 
sense in math. arises from the use of L. 
surdus to render Gr. O.>.oyos (Euclid, book x, 
definition 10) speechless, irrational, absurd, 
through the medium of Arab. jaiJr acamm 
lit. 'deaf root'. 

sure fu:u tsafe, secure XIV-XVII; trustworthy, 
steadfast XIV; subjectively certain XIV; ob
jectively certain xv. -OF. sur-e, earlier 
seur-e (mod. sur) = Pr. segur, Sp. seguro, 
It. sicuro :- L. seci"irus SECURE. So sureTY2 

Ju:~·Jti tsafety, security, certainty; bond 
entered into for the performance of an 
undertaking XIV; person undertaking this, 
bail xv. -OF. surte, seurte (mod. suretli) 
:- L. securitat-, -tiis SECURITY. su·retySHIP. 
XVI (Coverdale). 

surf s5.If swell of the sea breaking on the 
shore XVII ; mass of foamy water on a shore 
XVIII. In early use sometimes in phr. surf 
of the sea ; continuing in sense and chrono
logy tsuff (of the sea) XVI-XVII, and perh. an 
alt. of the latter by assoc. with SURGE1• 

t1l Both suff and surf are first used with ref. 
to the coast of India. 

surface s5·Jfis outermost boundary or part 
of a material body; superficies. XVII. - F. 
surface (XVI), f. sur SUR-2 +face FACE, after 
L. SUPERFICIES; cf. Sp. sobrejaz, t-lzaz, Pg. 
sobreface. 

surfeit s5·Jfit excess, superfluity (now only 
as fig. from later sense) XIII (Cursor M.); 
excessive indulgence esp. in eating or 
drinking XIV; morbid condition arising 
from this XVI; nausea, satiety XVII. -OF. 
sur-, sorjeit, -Jet = Pr. sobrefaclz :-Rom. 
"'superfactum, sb. use· of pp. of *superficere 
(cf. late L. superficiens excessive, OF. sor
jaisant immoderate), f. super SUPER- 3 + 
facere DO, act. Hence su·rfeit vb. XIV. 

11urge1 s~.1d3 tfountain, source XV (Caxton); 
rolling swell of the sea XVI; (naut.) slipping 
back of a rope wound round a capstan xvm. 

SURNAME 

In the earliest exx. of the first sense tr. 0 F. 
sourgeon (mod. surgeon) and prob. - its base 
sourge-, pres. stem of sourdre see next). 

surge2 s5.Id3 ttoss or ride on the waves; 
trise, spring; swell or heave, as a large 
wave XVI; (naut.) slip back, as a rope, etc. 
XVII. f. OF. sourge- (see prec.) or- OF. 
sorgir (mod. surgir) - Cat. sorgir anchor, 
surgi1· land, Pr. sorzer, It. sorgere, OF. 
sourdre :- L. surgere rise, beside surrigere, f. 
sub SUB- 7 +reg ere RULE. 

surgeon s~·Jd3:~n one who heals by manual 
operation XIV; medical officer in the forces 
XVI. ME. surg(i)en, -AN. surgien, also 
sirogen, cyrogen, sur(r)igien, contr. of OF. 
serurgien, cir- (mod. clzirurgien; cf. CHI
RURGEo::-<) = Olt. cirugiano, OPg. celorgiiio, 
surgiiio (mod. Pg. cirurgiao)- Rom. *chi
rw·gianu-s, f. L. chirurgia - Gr. klzeirourgiti, 
f. kheirourg6s, f. khe{r hand+erg- WORK. So 
su·rgERY surgeon's art XIV; medical 
practitioner's consulting room XIX. -OF. 
surgerie, contr. of sirurgerie, f. sirurgien. 
su·rgiCAL pert. to surgery or a surgeon. 
XVIII. alt. of CHIRURGICAL (XVII), after 
surgeon, surgery. 

suricate siu;::J·rikeit viverrine burrowing 
camivore of S. Africa. XVIII. -F. suricate, 
of native S. African origin. 

Surinam sJuarin:E·m S. American country 
otherwise called Dutch Guiana, in specific 
names of animals, plants, and products, 
from XVIII (Goldsmith). 

surly s:i·Jli tlordly, majestic; tmasterful, 
imperious, haughty XVI; churlishly ill
humoured XVII ('As surly as a butchers dog', 
Ray, I67o). alt. oftsirly (XIV-XVII), f. sm+ 
-LY1 • 

surma s5· Jma cosmetic powder used by 
Indian women. XVII. Urdu-Pers.surma(h). 

surmaster s5·Jma·sta.I second master of 
St. Paul's School, London. XVI. Alt. of orig. 
submaster ( == hypodidascalus in Erasmus's 
lett.) - medL. submagister, f. sub- SUB- 2 + 
magister MASTER. 

surmise s;umai·z tcharge upon, allege 
against XV; tdevise, suppose XVI; infer 
conjecturally XVII. f. AN., OF. surmis(e), 
pp. of surmettre- late L. supermittere (in 
medL. accuse), f. super SUPER- + mittere 
put. So sb. tallegation xv; conjecture 
XVI. 

surmount S;::JJmau·nt rise above. XIV (Ch.). 
- (O)F. surmonter; see suR-2 , MOUNT 2• 

surmullet s:i·JmAlit red mullet. XVII 
(Willoughby). -F. surmulet, OF. sor (mod. 
saur) red, of unkn. orig., + mulet MULLET. 
Cf. SORREL 2 • 

surname · s:i· Jneim tname or epithet 
added to a person's name(s), derived from 
his birthplace or from some quality or 
achievement; person's family name )( 
Christian name XIV. Partial tr. of tsurnoun 
(xrvfxv) - AN. surnoun, (O)F. surnom, f. 
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SURPASS 

sur- SUR-2+noun NAME (cf. NOu:-.;), after 
medL. super-, suprtinomen (cf. late L. super
nomintire). Hence vb. xvr. 

surpass saJpa·s go beyond. XVI. -F. sur
passer, f. sur- SUPER- z+passer PASS. 

surplice s:'i·Jplis long white linen vestment 
for eccl. use. Xlll. -AN. surplis, OF. sour
pelis (mod. surp!is) ~ Pr. sobrepe!itz, etc. 
- medL. superpellicium, -cum (sc. vestimentum 
garment), sb. use of n. of adj. f. super SUPER
I +pcl!icia fur garment (see PELISSE); so 
called because orig. put on over furred gar
ments worn in church. The cons. combina
tion rpl occasions various deviations from 
the normal forms. 

surplus s;i·Jpl::!s amount remaining in 
excess. XIV (Ch.). - A::-.i. surplus, OF. 
so(u)rplus (mod. surplus) = Pr. sobreplus
medL. superpliis, f. super SUPER- 4 + pWs 
more (see FULL). So su·rpluSAGE (I .ydg.). 
- medL. surpliistigium. 

surprise S;JJprai·z (mil.) sudden attack or 
capture xv (phr. take by s.); something 
unexpectedly sudden xvr; feeling caused 
by this XVII. - (O)F. surprise (corr. to Sp., 
It. sorpresa), sb. use ofpp. fern. of surprendre. 
So surpri·se vb. tovercome with desire, 
etc. XV (Caxton); assail suddenly, take 
unawares XVI; affect with surprise Xvii. 
prob. first in pp. f. (O)F. surpris(e), pp. of 
surprendre = Pr. sobreprend1·e, etc. :- medL. 
superprehendere, f. L. super SUR- + pr::e
hendere seize (cf. PREHENSILE); the com
position of overtake is similar. Earlier vars. 
are tsupprise sb. (xv), vb. (xrv), and susprise 
vb. (XIV), based on AN. supris, souspris. 

surrealism s5Jria·Iizm form of art in 
which interpretation of dream phenomena 
is attempted. XX. - F. surrealisme (A. 
Breton, I924); see SUR- 2

, REALISM. So 
surre·aLIST, surrealr·snc. 

surrebutter sArib,\'t;~J (leg.) plaintiff's 
reply to a defendant's rebutter. XVII. f. 
SUR·2 +REBUTTER, after SUrREJOI·NDER (Xvi), 
plaintiff's reply to defendant's rejoinder. 

surrender s;~re·nd;~.r (leg.) giving up of an 
estate or tenancy; giving up of oneself. xv. 
-AN. surrender, OF. inf. surrendre used as 
sb. (see -ER5), whence surre·nder vb. xv 
-AN. surrender, OF. surrendre; see SUR-, 
RENDER; cf. AL. supm-reddere (xu), sursum
reddere (xm ). 

surreptitious sArepti·J;~s obtained by 
fraudulent misrepresentation xv; obtained 
by stealth XVII. f. L. surreptitius, -icius, 
f. surrept-, pp. stem of surripere seize 
secretly, (Vulg.) make false suggestions, f. 
sub SUB- 6 +rap ere seize ( cf. RAPTURE); see 
-ITIOUS. 

surrogate SA'r::lg;~t deputy, spec. of a 
judge, bishop. XVII. - L. surrogtitus, var. of 
mbrogatus, pp. of subrogtire put in another's 
place, f. sub SUB- 8+rogdre ask, ask for or 
propose the appointment of (see ROGA
TION), rei. to regere direct (cf. RULE). 

SUSPECT 

surround sarau·nd tA. overflow xv; B. en
compass, go round XVII. -AN. sur(o)under, 
OF. s(o)uronder overflow, (also) abound, 
surpass, dominate = Pr. sobrondar :-late 
L. superundare overflow (fig.), f. super 
SUPER- + undiire rise in waves, f. unda 
wave (see WATER); cf. ABOUND, REDOUND. 
4JI Sense B was expressed earlier by round 
(Sh.), of which surround was perh. appre
hended as an intensive compound. 

surtax s5·Jtreks additional tax. XIX. -F. 
surtaxe; see SUR-, TAX. 

surtout s;i·.rtD., siiJtii· greatcoat, overcoat. 
XVII. -F., f. sur above (cf. SUR-) + tout 
everything (:-Rom. *totturn, for L. tatum 
n. of totus TOTAL). 

surturbrand s;l·Jt;~Jbrrend (min.) lignite 
as occurring in Iceland. XVIII. -G. surtur
brand- Ice!. surtarbrandr, f. Surtar, g. of 
Surtr (rei. to svartr SwART), name of a 
fire-giant + brandr BRAND. 

surveillance s;~Jvei·l;ms watch kept over a 
person or thing. XIX. - F., f. surveil{er, f. 
sur-+veiller watch(:- L. vigil tire); see SUR-, 
VIGILANT, -ANCE. 

survey s;uvei· oversee, supervise xv; 
determine the conditions of (a tract of 
ground); tinspect; take a wide view of XVI. 
-AN. sun:eier, -veir, OF. so(u)rveeir (pres. 
stem sun•ey-) :- medL. supervidere, f. L. 
super+videre see; cf. SUR-2

, VISION. Hence 
su·rvey sb. Xvi; earlier tsu·rviEw. xv. 
-A~ .• OF. surveue. So survey·oR1• xv. 
-AN., OF. sur-, sorve(i)ow·. 

survive S;J.Jvai·v remain alive, live on xv; 
outlive xvr. -AN. survivre, OF. sourvivre 
(mod. sur-) = Pr. sobreviure, etc. - L. 
supervivere, f. super + vivere live; see 
SUPER- 4, VIVID. Hence survi·VAL 2

• XVI 
(Chapman). survi·voR'. xvr. 

susceptible s;~se·ptibl capable of under
going or being affected (by) XVII (Bacon); 
subject to impression XVIII. -late L. 
susceptibilis (Boethius), f. suscept-, pp. stem 
of suscipere, f. sub SUB- 7 + capere take ( cf. 
CAPABLE). So (O)F. An earlier syn. in the 
first sense was susce·ptive (XVI) - late L. 
susceptivus. 

suslik s.\·slik species of ground squirrel. 
XVIII. - Russ. suslik; cf. F. souslic, -lik. 

suspect sA·spekt, s;~spe·kt under suspicion; 
thaving suspicion XIV; sb. suspected person 
XVI; disused in the adj. after c.I700, and in 
the sb. after c.I6oo until revived in XIX 
after the F. use of the word for 'one 
suspected of hostility or indifference to the 
Revolution' (cf. la loi des suspects 1793); 
- (O)F. suspect or L. suspectus, pp. of 
suspicere look up (to), admire, suspect, f. 
sub SUB- 7+specere look (cf. ESPY); on the 
pp. stem of this L. vb. was formed suspe·ct 
vb. xv; cf. F. suspecter, Sp. sospechar, It. 
sospettare, and inspect, respect. 



SUSPEND 

suspend saspe·nd A. hold up, put off XIII 
(S. Eng. Leg.); B. hang (up) xv. - (O)F. 
suspendre or L. suspendere, f. sub SUB- 7 + 
pendere hang (see PEi'IDENT). Hence sus
pe·ndER1 tone who suspends XVI; (orig. 
U.S.) that by which something is suspended 
XIX. So suspe·nse condition of being 
suspended. xv. -AN., OF. suspens or 
suspense abeyance, delay, repr. medL. sb. 
uses of n. and fem. of pp. of L. suspender e. 
XVI. suspe·nSION - (O)F. suspension or L. 
(Vitruvius). 

suspicion s;Jspi·J;m action of suspecting. 
XIV (R. Mannyng). -AN. suspeciun, var. of 
OF. sospefon (mod. soupfon) = Pr. sospeiso, 
Pg. suspeifaO :- medL. suspectio(n-). The 
earliest forms suspecio(u)n began to be 
superseded before 1400 by assim. to OF. 
suspicion or L. suspicio. 

suspire S;Jspai;J'.I (arch.) sigh (for). xv. 
- L. suspiriire, f. sub suB- 7 + spiriire 
breathe (cf. SPIRANT}. 

sustain S;Jstei·n tsupport, uphold the course 
of, keep in being XIII; endure without failing; 
bear the weight of XIV. ME. sos-, susteine 
-AN. sustein-, OF. so(u)stein-, tonic stem of 
so(u)stenir (mod. soutenir), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
sostener, It. sostenere- L. sustinere, f. sus
SUB- 7 -'r tenere hold, keep (cf. TENOR', AT· 
TAIN, sustein- etc.). So sustenANCE sA·sti~ 
n:ms means of subsistence XIII (RGlouc., 
S. Eng. Leg.); act of sustaining XIV (Ch.). 
-AN. sustenaunce, OF. so(u)stenance (mod. 
soutenance). sustentA'TION, XIV. - (O)F. 
or L. 

susurration. sJiisArei·J;Jn whispering. XIV. 
-late L. susurratio(n)-, f. L. susurrtire, f. 
susurrus whisper (of imit. origin); see 
-ATION. 

sutler SA'tla.I army follower selling pro
visions to soldiers. XVI. - Du. tsoeteler 
(mod. zoetelaar), MLG. suteler, sudeler, f. 
tsoetelen (whence tsuttle XVII) befoul, per
form mean duties, follow a low trade, f. 
Germ. *suo- (see SUDS). 

suttee sA·ti Hindu woman who immolated 
herself with her husband's dead body 
XVIII; such immolation XIX. - Hindi, 
Urdu :- Skr. sati faithful wife, f. sat good, 
wise, lit. being, prp. of as BE. 

suture siu·tju;J.I sewing, stitching; (anat., 
bot.) junction. XVI.- F. suture or L. siitiira, 
f. silt-, pp. stem of suere SEW; see -URE. 

suzerain sii•zarein feudal overlord. XIX. 
-F. suzerain, prob. f. sus above, up (:- L. 
silsum, f. sub from below, up+vorsum, pp.n. 
of vertere turn ; cf. -wARD), after souverain 
SOVEREIGN. 

svarabhakti svarabha·kti (philo!.) develop
ment of a glide vowel between two con
sonants. XIX. Skr. 'sound-separation'. 

svelte svelt slim, slender. XIX. F. svelte 
-It. svelto :- popL. *exz•ellitu-s, pp. of *ex
vellere, f. L. ex EX-1 -'rvellere pluck. 

SWALLOW 

swab swilb mop XVI; absorbent mass of 
fabric for cleansing XVIII. So vb. (dial.) 
sway about xv; mop up XVIII; swa·bbER1 
member of a crew that swabs decks. XVI. 
f. Germ. base meaning 'sway about', 
'splash in water', as in (M)LG. swabben 
splash, sway, slap, Norw. svabba splash, 
wade, LG. swabber (G. schv.:abber) mop, 
swab, Du. zzvabberen mop. 

swaddle swv·dl bind (an infant) in lengths 
of bandage. XV. f. SWATHE + -LE 3

• The 
earliest record of the formation is in 
szva il'elbond swaddling-clothes XIII ; for the 
phonology cf. FIDDLE. Hence swa·ddliNG1

-

band(s) XIV, clothes, tclouts XVI. 

swag swa:g (dial.) swaying movement XVII ; 
ornamental wreath or festoon XVIII; thief's 
booty XIX. Sc. vb. (dial.) move or cause to 
move unsteadily XVI ; sink down XVII. Of 
obscure origin; cf. Norw. swagga sway. 

swage sweid3 tool for bending cold metal. 
XIX. - F. suage, earlier souage, of unkn. 
origin; Also swedge. XIX. 

swagger swre·g;u behave overbearingly as 
if among inferiors. XVI (Nashe, Sh.). Pre
sumably f. SWAG-'r-ER4• 41JI Chapman (I598) 
describes it as 'created as it were by a 
naturall Prosopopeia, without etimologie or 
deriuation'. 

Swahili swahi·li (one of) a Bantu people 
inhabiting Zanzibar and the adjacent coast; 
their language. XIX. adj. formation on 
Arab. sawal;zil, pl. of sal;zil coast. 

swain swein tyoung man attending on a 
knight; man of low degree XII ; tmale 
servant; tman, youth XIII; farm hand, 
shepherd, rustic; (country) lover xvr. ME. 
swein (Peterborough Chron., La3.)- ON. 
sveinn boy, servant, attendant = OE. swiitz 
swineherd, MLG. swen, OHG. swein (G. 
dial. schwein) :-Germ. *swainaz. See also 
BOATSWAIN, COXSWAIN. 

swallow1 swv·lou bird of the genus 
Hirundo. OE. sweahve = OS. swala, OHG. 
swal(a)wa (Du. zwaluw, G. schwa/be), ON. 
svala :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *swalwi'in; 
other Germ. types (I) lack w in the final 
syll., (z) have an rn-suffix, (3) have a dim. 
k-suffix; Russ. solovej, Czech slavik nightin
gale are assumed to be cognate. 

swallow• swv·lou take into the stomach 
through the mouth and gullet ; transf. and 
fig. OE. swelgan, pt. swealh, swulgon, pp. 
swolgen = OS. far!swelgan, OHG. swel(a)
han, swalh, giswolgan (Du. swelgen, G. 
schwelgen), ON. svelga, svalg, sulgu, solginn 
:- CGerm. str. vb. (not in Goth.). f. 
*swelg- *swalg- *swulg-, repr. also by OE. 
geswelg gulf, abyss, OHG. swelgo glutton, 
ON. svelgr whirlpool, devourer, sylgr 
draught. (jJ Weak forms of pt. and pp. ap
peared XIV. The encroachment of the o of 
the pp. and the a of the pt. upon the present 
was from xu and XIII respectively. 

[891] 



SWAMI 

swami swii·mi Hindu idol XVIII; Hindu 
religious teacher xx. - Hindi sviimi master, 
lord, prince (used as a respectful address) 
:- Skr. svamin (also) idol, temple. 

swamp SW;)mp low-lying wet ground. XVII 
(Capt. Smith); (local) depression in land 
xvm (Ray). Identical in form with (dial.) 
szmmp sunk (xiv), the notion of 'depression, 
subsidence' being perh. the connecting 
link. Hence vb. (orig. pass.). XVII. 

swan SW;)n bird of the genus Cygnus. OE. 
szcan = OS. suan, OHG. *swan, swan (G. 
schzmn), 0~. svanr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*swanaz str. m., of which vars. *su:anon 
wk. m. and *szvanon wk. fern. are repr. by 
MLG., MDu. swine (Du. zwaan), OHG. 
swana (G. dial. schzvane). perh. appro
priated orig. to the 'musical' swan, and so 
based on IE. *szcon- *su·en-, repr. by Skr. 
s;·muis noise, svdnati it sounds, L. sonere, 
sonare SOUND 2 , Ir. sennaim I make music. 
comp. swa·n-uppiNG1 taking up swans to 
mark them for ownership. XVI. upping f. 
up vb. drive up and catch swans. XVI. 

swanimote sw;)·nimout, swainmote 
swei·nmout assembly for superintending 
the clearance of the king's woods of pigs and 
cattle. XII. repr. OE. *su·angemot 'meeting 
of swineherds', f. swan swineherd + gemot 
MOOT; the first syll. was assim. to SWAIN. 

swank swrel)k (sl.) behave ostentatiously. 
XIX. A word of the midland areas, having 
a wide application as of activity or vigour, 
taken into gen. sl. use early in XX. 

swap, swop sw;,p tstrike, hit; tmove 
quickly; tstrike hands on a bargain XIV; 
strike (a bargain); exchange for xvr. pro b. 
imit. of a smart resounding blow; cf. G. 
dial. sclm:appe in same sense, schzcappen 
make a clapping or splashing noise, and ints. 
G. sclnvapp(s), LG. swaps. The develop
ment of sense from striking to concluding 
a bargain is paralleled in strike and L. 
jCEdus ferire 'strike' a tr('aty'. Hence swap, 
swop sb. XIV. 

sward sw5Jd tskin of the body, (dial.) rind 
of pork OE. ; upper layer of the earth xv 
(esp. greensward xv; cf. MLG. griinszvarde). 
OE. swem·d, corr. to OFris., MLG., MDu. 
swarde hairy skin, MH G. swarte (G. schwarte 
bacon rind, crust), ON. s·vpror skin (of the 
head), walrus hide, svard- in comb., (also) 
greensward; of unkn. origin. The OE. word, 
if indeed it survived, was reinforced in ME. 
by the Scand. and LG. forms. 

swarm1 sw5Jm body of bees in a compact 
mass. OE. swearm = OS., lVILG. su·arm, 
OHG. szvar(a)m (G. schzvarm), ON. svarmr 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 110swarmaz, usu. re
ferred to the base of Skr. svdrati it sounds, 
L. susurrus hum. Hence vb. gather in u 
swarm or dense crowd. XIV (Ch.). Cf., with 
mutation, OE.swirman, *'su·ierman = lVILG., 
MDu. su·ennen, MHG. sm'irmen (G. 
schwiirmen). But perh. the base is that of 
SWERVE. 

SWEAR 

swarm 2 sw5Jm climb up a pole, etc. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin. 

swart sw5Jt (arch., dial.) of dark colour. 
OE. szveart = OFris., OS. swart, OHG. 
swarz (Du. zwart, G. schwarz), ON. 
svartr, Goth. szvarts :- CGerm. *swartaz 
(a gradation-var. is repr. by o:::-;, sorta 
black colour, sorte dark cloud). (jj A 
plausible connexion is seen in the base of 
SORDID. 

swarthy sw3·J5i of dark hue, blackish. XVI. 
unexpl. alt. of tswarty, extension of swart 
with-Y1 to produce an adjectival appearance. 

swash1 sw"J dash violently, make a noise 
as of clashing swords XVI. imit.; cf. clash, 
dash, crash, lash, mash. comp. swa·sh
nu:cKLER swaggerer XVI ; lit. one who makes· 
a blustering noise by striking his own or his 
opponent's shield with his sword. 

swash2 sw;)J (in turning, etc.) inclined 
obliquely to the axis of the work; (typogr.) 
having flourished strokes to fill gaps xvn. 
Cf. taswash crosswise, aslant (xvi). Of unkn. 
origin. 

swastika swre·stika, sw;)·- the symbol~. XIX. 
- Skr. svastika, f. svasti well-being, fortune, 
luck, f. su good+asti being (f. as BE). 

swat1 SW;lt (dial.) squat XVII; hit smartly 
XVIII. dial. var. of SQUAT. 

swat• see swoT. 
swath sw5jJ ttrack, trace OE. ; width of 

grass, etc. cut, measure of grass land; now 
of grass, etc. reaped XIV. OE. sw:;ep and 
swajm, corr. to OFris. swethe, :VILG. swat, 
swade (Du. zwad, zwade), MHG. swade 
(G. sclnvade). The var. szvatlze sweitl is now 
characteristic of the north. 

swathe swei() wrapping of linen, etc. Late 
OE. '*'sw:;ep, only in d. pl. swajJum; rei. to 
swathe vb. late OE. swapian. Cf. SWADDLE. 

sway swei tbias; rule, dominion xvr. So 
vb. move or swing to one side and the 
other XVI. corr. forn1ally to Du. zwaaien 
swing, wave, walk totteringly, LG. swajen 
move to and fro as with the wind; but pre
ceded by late ME. su·eigh, szveye, applied to 
sweeping or swinging motion, the vocalism 
of which corr. to that of ON. sveigja bend, 
(intr.) give way; the history is obscure. 

swear swcaJ pt. swore sw5aJ, pp. sworn 
swihn A. take a solemn oath, intr. and 
trans. B. bind by an oath. C. use profane 
language xv. OE. swerian, pt. swor (rarely 
swerede), pp. -swaren, usu. su·oren = OFris. 
swaria, swera, OS. swerian, OHG. szt·er(i)an, 
swor, gisu·oran (Du. zweren, G. sclnviiren), 
ON. s·verja :- CGerm. str. vb. (sporadically 
wk.) :-Germ. *su·mjan (but Gothic swaran) 
f. *swar-, repr. also by 0~. s·var, s·Dara 
answer (sb. and vb.), OE. andiswaru ANSWER; 
the ult. origin is disputed. From early times 
the conjugation has been infl. by bear, 
whence the frequency and persistence of 
pt. su·are. comp. swea·r-woRD (orig. U.S.). 
XIX. 



SWEAT 

sweat swet emit sweat, intr. and trans. 
work hard. OE. swii!tan = MLG., MDu. 
sweten (Du. zweeten), OHG. swei:j:jan 
roast (G. schweissen fuse, weld) :-Germ. 
*swaitjan, f. *swaitaz, whence OE. swat, 
OFris., OS. swet (Du. zweet), OHG. sweiJ? 
(G. sch1veiss), beside "'swaiton, whence 
ON. sveiti sweat; IE. base *swoid-, whence 
also L. sudor (:- *swoidos), Skr. svidas; 
from the grade *swid- are Gr. hidros, W. 
chzvys, Lett. (pl.) swiedri, Skr. svidyate, 
OHG. swizzen (G. schwitzen) sweat. sweat 
sb. i"life-blood (so OE. swiit); hard work 
XIII ; moisture excreted through the pores 
xrv; colloq. (orig. Sc. and U.S.) state of 
impatience or anxiety XVIII. Superseded 
ME. swote (OE. s1~iit; see above). sweatER1 

swe·t::u XVI ; vest of wool to protect from 
cold XIX. 

Swede swid native of Sweden XVII ; (for 
earlier Swedish turnip xvu) Brassica cam
pestris, variety Rutabaga XIX. - MLG., 
MDu. Swede (Du. Zweed), prob.- ON. 
Svipj6a 'people of the Swedes', Sweden, 
f. Sviar Swedes+ ]>j6 a people. 

swedge swed3 see SWAGE. 

sweep swip pt., pp. swept A. remove 
with or as with a broom or brush; clear (a 
surface) in this way XIII; B. intr. move with 
a strong or swift even motion xrv. ME. 
swepe, in earliest use mainly northern, rep!. 
ME. swope (OE. swtipan), either by exten
sion of the vowel e of the pt. (OE. sweop), or 
by development i to e in OE. *swipian (pt. 
swipode)scourge, or ON. intr. svipa; shorten
ing of vowel in pt. and pp. is shown before 
1400. Hence sweep sb. in many uses 
covered by the definitions 'act of sweeping' 
(from XVI) and 'apparatus for sweeping' 
(from xv); in the sense 'chimney-sweeper' 
(xrx) preceded by chimney-sweep and 
tsweep-chimney (both xvn). comp. sweep
STAKE swi·psteik tone who takes the 
whole of the stakes in a game XV (used as a 
ship's name till xvu); ttotal removal XVI; 
(prize won in) a contest in which the stakes 
are contributed by the competitors. XVIII. 

sweet swit pleasing to the senses or the 
mind; dearly loved or prized; kindly, 
gracious. OE. swete = OFris. swete, OS. 
swoti, OHG. s(w)uo:ji (Du. zoot, G. siiss), 
ON. stktr :-Germ. *swotja-, *swoti- (not 
in Goth., which shows another grade, suts), 
f. *swot- :-IE. *swiid- (*swad-), repr. by 
Skr. svtidus, Gr. hedus, Fiidus sweet, 
hifdesthai rejoice, hedonif pleasure, handd
nein please (headon, heada), L. suiivis 
(:- *swadwis) SUAVE, sutidere advise (prop. 
make something pleasant to ; cf. DISSUADE, 
PERSUADE). comp. swee·tbread pancreas. 
xvr; perh. OE. briiid flesh = OS. briido 
ham, calf of leg, etc. ; but the reason for the 
name is unkn. swee·tEN5 make sweet xvr; 
superseding sweet vb. OE. swetan. swee·t
HEART darling xrn; loved one xvr; swee·tiE 
sweetmeat XVIII; sweet one XIX. swee·trNG9 

SWIM 

sweetheart XIII ; sweet variety of apple XVI. 
swee·tMEAT tsweet cake, etc.; sugarplum, 
lollipop xv; cf. OE. swet-, swotmettas 
dainties. sweet william species of pink, 
Dianthus barbatus XVI (Tusser). Hence 
sb. inn (Cursor M.); swee·tLY2, -NESS; OE. 

swell swel pt. swelled sweld pp. swollen 
swou·l:m, swelled become larger or greater. 
OE. swellan, pt. sweall, swullon, pp. -swollen 
= OFris. *swella (in 3rd sg. pres. ind. 
swilith), OS. "'swellan (in 3rd pl. suellad), 
Du. zwellen, OHG. swellan, swall, s(w)ulum, 
gis(w)ollen (G. schwellen, schwoll, tschwall, 
gesclzwollen), ON. svella, sval, sullu, sollinn 
:- Germ. str. vb. *swellan, to which corr. 
causative *swallfan (cf. Goth. ufswalleins 
being puffed up), repr. by MLG., MDu. 
swellen, etc. ; no cogns. outside Germ. are 
known. swell sb. tmorbid swelling XIII; 
condition of being swollen, protuberance; 
heaving of the sea XVII. 

swelter swe·lt;).t be oppressed with heat 
XV (Lydg.); be oppressive with heat XVI. 
f. base of (dial.) swelt be overcome as with 
heat (xrv), OE. szveltan, pt. swealt, szvulton, 
pp. geswolten die, perish = OS. sweltan, 
OHG. swelzan, ON. svelta, Goth. swiltan 
:- CGerm. str. vb. See -ER4 • 

swerve sw;i.tv tum aside, deviate in move
ment. XIV. repr. formally OE. sweorfan, 
pt. swear!, pp. szvorfen file, scour. 

swift1 swift moving far in a short time, 
taking place at high speed. OE. swift, f. 
base of swifan move in a course, sweep (ME. 
swive copulate with)= ON. svifa; rei. 
further to OFris. swivia, OHG. sweib, 
sweibi5n, swibon, sweben, ON. sveijla. Cf. 
SWIVEL. Hence swift2 (dial.) applied to 
various swiftly-moving reptiles xvr; bird of 
the family Cypselidre xvu. 41f The sense is 
peculiar to English. 

swift3 swift (naut.) make fast with ropes 
drawn taut. xv. prob. rei. to ME. tswift 
(xrv), ? syn. of swifter (xvn) rope used for 
swifting or binding, etc. ; presumably of 
Scand. or LG. origin, and- base repr. by 
ON. svipta reef (sails), sviftingar reefing
ropes, Du. zzvichten take in (sails), zwicht
lings, zwichtlijnen cat-harpings, and ult. 
allied to SWIFT1. 

swig swig (dial.) drink, liquor (applied 
dial. to special drinks) XVI; deep draught 
xvn. Hence swig vb. drink eagerly or 
copiously. Of unkn. origin. 

swill swil wash or rinse out OE. ; drink 
greedily or to excess XVI ; flow freely XVII. 
OE. swillan, swilian, of which no certain 
cogns. are known. Hence sb. liquid food 
XVI; copious drinking, liquor xvu. 

swim swim pt. swam swrem, pp. swum 
swAm float or progress by moving the 
limbs on the surface of liquid. OE. swim
man, pt. swam(m), szvummon, pp. swummen 
=OS., OHG. swimman (Du. zwemmen, 
G. schwimmen), ON. svim(m)a :- CGerm. 



SWINDLE 

(exc. Goth.) *swemjan, f. *swem- *swam
*swum- (whence OE., ON. sund SOU!'ID\ 
OFris. w:imma, swommia swim, Goth. 
swumjsl pool); pt. swam superseded normal 
szvom by assoc. with began, drank, sank. 
Hence swim sb. XVI. 

swindle swi·ndl practise fraud. XVIII. 
back-formation f. swi·ndlER1 - G. schwind
ler giddy-minded person, extravagant pro
jector, cheat, f. (M)HG. schzvindeln, OHG. 
suintilun, frequent. (cf. -LE 3) of swintan 
( = OE., OS. szcindan) waste away, languish, 
lose consciousness, f. *swf-, repr. also in 
OE. szcima, LG. swimel dizziness. 

swine swain animal of the genus Sus, pig. 
OE. sv:in = OFris., OS., OHG. srcin (Du. 
swijn, G. schwein), ON. svin, Goth. swein 
:- CGerm. "'swinam, sb. use of n. of 
adj. (cf. L. suinus, OS!. s·vinii pert. to 
swine, and see -INE1), f. IE. *suw-, repr. 
by L. siis, etc. (see sow1). comp. swi·ne
HERD2; late OE. swynhyrde. (jj The orig. 
use may have been generic or restricted to 
the young of the animal ; for the latter cf. 
OHG. gei:r:;in, Goth. gaitein kid. For 
parallel uses of the suffix cf. OE. gceten of 
goats, L. hcedinus of kids; OE. ticcen kid, 
cycen CHICKEN, Du. veulen foal; see -EN1• 

swing swil) pt., pp. swung swAIJ tA. 
scourge, flog OE.; tB. move impetuously 
OE.; C. flourish, brandish (a weapon, etc.) 
XIV; D. move backwards and forwards XVI. 
OE. swingan, pt. swang, swungon, pp. 
geswungen = OFris. szcinga, swanga, szvenga, 
(M)LG. szvingen, OHG. swingan (G. 
schzvingen brandish, shake, winnow, swingle, 
intr. or refi. oscillate, bound, rise); cf. Gem1. 
*sweyg *sway;; (cf. Goth. afsu:aggwidai, ren
dering Jga7rop7]8ijva< be in doubt), parallel to 
*swe1)kan swink. The vowel of the pp. was 
finally established in the pt. 

Swing swil) de&ignating a system of 
intimidation practised in the south of 
England in I83o-I, and cons1stmg of 
threatening letters signed by a fictitious 
Captain Swing. 

swinge swind3 beat, flog, whip. XVI. Later 
form of ME. szcenge smite, dash, OE. 
swengan shake, shatter :- "'swa1)gwjan, as 
in Goth. afswaggzddai. Hence swinge
ING2 very forcible or large, immense XVI; 
cf. thumping, whopping. swingER1 swi·nd3;).I 
vigorous or forcible tperson or thing. XVI. 

swingle swi·!]gl wooden instrument for 
beating hemp, etc. XIV. - MDu. szvinghel, 
corr. formally to OE. swingel, swingle 
stroke with a rod; see SWING, -LE1 • 

swipe swaip drink hastily and copiously; 
strike at. XIX. perh. local var. of SWEEP. 
Hence sb. heavy blow. XIX. 

swipes swaips beer, esp. weak beer. XVIII. 
perh. f. prec. 

swirl swii.Il whirlpool xv (Wyntoun); 
twist, whirling motion XVIII. orig. Sc., per h. 
of LDu. origin (cf. Du. zwirrelen whirl) and 

-SY 

frequent. formation (cf. -LE 3) on the imit. 
base seen in :WLG. swirren, G. schwirren, 
Da. svirre whirl. 

swish swif make a sound as of an object 
moving forcibly through air or water. 
XVIII. imit. So int. and sb. 

Swiss swis pert. to, native of, Switzerland. 
XVI. - F. Suisse- MHG. Szciz (G. Schweiz). 
So tSwisser (xvi-xvn)- MDu. Switser or 
MHG. S(ch)wycer, S(ch)wltzer (now 
Schweizer), f. Swiz(en-) Switzerland. 

switch switJ slender tapering riding-whip 
XVI (Sh.); thin flexible shoot XVII; mechani
cal device for altering direction XVIII; long 
bunch or coil of hair XIX. In early use also 
szcits, switz; prob.- LG. word repr. by 
Hanoverian dial. swutsche, var. of LG. 
sumkse long thin stick ( cf. zwuksen bend up 
and down, make a swishing noise). comp. 
swi·tchback form of railway used on steep 
slopes, in which the train or car can be 
'switched back' (BACK adv.) or reversed. XIX. 

swither swi-i5;).I hesitate, vacillate. XVI 
(Douglas). orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 

swivel swi·vl fastening device on which the 
object fastened turns freely. XIV. f. wk. 
grade of OE. swifan (see SWIFT)+-EL1• 

swizzle swi·zl intoxicating drink. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. Cf. U.S. switclzel. 

swoon swfm fall into a fainting-fit. XIII. 
perh. back-formation from ME. gerund 
swo)ning, swouning, swoning, f. iswoJen, iswo
wen, OE. geswogen overcome, dead, pp. of 
*szcogan, as in ii-, oferswogan suffocate, choke 
(with weeds), of unkn. origin. So sb., orig. 
in phr. i(n) swowne, etc., alt. of aszvowne, repr. 
OE. iiswogen, pp. of iiswogan; a var. with 
parasitic d, swound sb. (xv) and vb. (XVI), is 
dialectal. 

swoop swiip tsweep along as with trailing 
garments XVI ; trounce upon xvn; come 
down suddenly upon XVIII. perh. dial. 
development of ME. sw6pe, OE. swiipan 
SWEEP. 

swoosh swiiJ imit. of the sound made by 
rushing air or water. XIX. Cf SWISH. 

swop var. of SWAP. 
sword s5.Id weapon for cutting and thrust
ing. OE. sword, sweord, swyrd = OFris., 
OS. swerd, OHG. swert (G. schwert), ON. 
sveriJ :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *sweriJam, of 
doubtful origin. For loss of w cf. TWO. 

swot, swat swat (sl.) vb. and sb. study at 
school or college. XIX. dial. var. of SWEAT. 

-sy si, (after voiced cons.) zi terminal el. of 
uncertain origin ; perh. generalized from 
arsy-versy XVI (f. ARSE + L. versa, from VICE 
VERSA), as in contemp. topsy-turvy; in 
hypocoristic and trivial use, perh. after 
Betsy, pet-form of Elizabeth, e.g. fubsy fat 
and squat (xvnr), pudsy plump (XVIII), 
tricksy (XVI), flimsy (XVIII), tipsy (XVI), 
tootsy (xix), and the group babs:y, ducksy, 
mopsy, popsy( -wopsy). 



SYAGUSH 

syagush sjii·guJ caracal. XVIII. Urdu, 
- Pers. siytih gftsh black ear. 

sybarite si·b;Jrait person devoted to luxury 
or pleasure; also adj. xvr. - L. Sybarita
Gr. Subarites, f. Subaris, ancient Greek city 
of S. Italy, noted for its effeminacy and 
luxury; see -ITE and cf. F. sybarite (xvr). 

sycamine si·kamin, -main black mulberry, 
Morus nigra. XVI. - L. sycaminus - Gr. 
silkdmfnon, f. Heb. shiqmah, with assim. to 
sukon fig. 

sycamore, sycomore si·k;Jm;>;J.I species of 
fig-tree, Ficus Sycomorus XIV; species of 
maple, Acer Pseudoplatanus xvr. - OF. 
sic(h)amor (mod. sycamore)- L. sycomorus
Gr. suk6moros, f. sukon fig + moron mul
berry. 

syce sais in India, groom, follower on foot of 
horseman or carriage. XVII. Hind. - Arab. 
stiis, f. sfts tend a horse. 

sycee saisi· fine uncoined silver in lumps. 
XVIII. Chinese si (pronounced in Canton sai, 
sei) sz' fine silk. 

sychnocarpous si: knoukii' .Ip"s (bot.) bear
ing fruit many times. XIX. f. Gr. sukhn6s 
many + karp6s fruit+-ous. 

sycophant si·bf;Jnt one of a class of 
informers in ancient Greece; mean flatterer, 
toady. XVI. - F. sycophante or L. sycophanta 
-Gr. sftkophdntes, f. sukon fig + *phan-, 
base of phainein show (cf. HIEROPHANT, 
EPIPHANY). 

sycosis saikou·sis ulcer or eruption re
sembling a fig. XVI. - modL. sycosis- Gr. 
sfikosis, f. sukon fig ; see -OSIS. 

syenite sai·;Jnait (min.) crystalline rock 
allied to granite. XVIII. -F. syenite, G. 
syenit - L. syenites (sc. lapis stone), f. 
Syene, Gr. Suine town of Upper Egypt, 
Aswan; see -ITE. 

syl- sil assim. from of SYN- before l. 
syllable si·l;Jbl vocal sound or sounds 

uttered with a single effort of articulation. 
XIV (Ch., Gower, Trevisa). -AN. sillable, 
alt. of OF. sillabe (mod. syllabe) = Sp. 
silaba, It. sillaba- L. syllaba (Plautus)- Gr. 
sullabi, f. sullambdnein take, put, or bring 
together, f. sun SYN- + lambdnein take, f., 
*lab-. So syllabARY si-l;,b;,ri set or table 
of syllables. xvr. - modL. syllabtirium, 
n. sg. of late L. syllabtirius; cf. F. syllabaire. 
syllabiC silre·bik. XVII (t-ICAL XVI). 
medL. syllabicus - Gr. sullabik6s; cf. late L. 
syllabice (adv.). syllabicA·TION silrebikei·
J;,n. XVII. - medL., f. syllabictire (Priscian). 
sylla:biFICA"TION formation of or division 
into syllables. XIX. - medL., f. syllabijictire. 
syllabiSM si·l;Jbizm. XIX; perh. after F. 
syllabisme. syllabiZE si·lobaiz divide into 
syllables. XVII. - medL. - Gr. 

syllabub see SILLABUB. 
syllabus si-!;Jb;Js pl. -hi bai, -buses 
b;~siz concise statement or table of heads 

SYMMETRY 

of a discourse, etc. xvn. - modL. syllabus, 
originating in a misprint in early editions 
(1470) of syllabos for sittybas, in Cicero's 
Letters to Atticus (IV iv), ace. pl. of sittyba 
- Gr. sittzlbti title-slip or label; syllabos was 
grrecized later as av>.Aaf3ovs, whence a 
spurious av>.Aaf3os was deduced and accepted 
as a deriv. of av>.>.af<flav«v put together ( cf. 
SYLLABLE). 

syllepsis sile·psis (gram.) figure by which 
one word or form is made to refer to two or 
more in the same sentence while strictly 
applying to only one. xvr. - late L. 
syllepsis- Gr. sullepsis, f. sun SYN-+lepsis 
taking, f. leb- ltib- lab-, base of lambdnein 
take. 

syllogism si·l"d3izm argument expressed 
in the form of two propositions called the 
premisses and a third called the conclusion. 
XIV (Trevisa, Gower). Late ME. silogisme, 
occas. silogime- OF. sil(l)ogisme, earlier 
silogime (mod. syllogisme) or L. syllogismus 
(whence also Sp., It. silogismo)- Gr. sullo
gism6s, f. sullogizesthai, intensive of logi
zesthai reckon, compute, conclude, f. logos 
discourse, consideration, account; see SYN-, 
LOGOS, -ISM. So syllogi·STIC. XVII, -!CAL. 
XVI. - L. syllogisticus (Quintilian)- Gr. 
sullogistik6s, f. sullogizesthai. sy·llogiZE. xv 
(Lydg.). -OF. sil(l)ogiser- late L. syllo
giztire (Boethius)- Gr. sullogizesthai. 

sylph silf one of a race of beings supposed 
to inhabit the air. XVII. - modL. pl. sylphes 
and sylphi, G. pl. sylphen, of uncertain 
origin, but perh. based by Paracelsus (Theo
phrast von Hohenheim) on L. sylvestris of 
the woods and nympha nymph. So sy·I
phm1. xvn. -F. sylphide. 

sylvan, silvan si·lv;m sb. inhabitant of the 
woods; adj. pert. to a wood or woods, 
wooded. XVI. -F. sylvain, tsilvain, or 
L. silvtinus, syl- (only as the name of a 
god), f. silva wood; see -AN. (j[ The sp. 
withy is by assoc. with Gr. hdle (see HYLIC) 
wood. 

sym- sim assim. form of SYN- before m, 
b,p. 

symbol si·mbal summary of Christian 
belief, creed xv (Caxton); something that 
represents something else XVI (Spenser); 
written character XVII. - ChrL. symbolum 
(whence F. syrnbole, Sp., It. simbolo)- Gr. 
sumbolon mark, token, ticket, watchword, 
outward sign, covenant, f. sun SYN- + *bol-, 
as in bali, bolos a throw ( cf. sumlbdllein put 
together), rei. to bdllein throw (cf. BALLISTIC, 
EMBLEM, PROBLEM). So symbohc(AL) 
-b;>·lik;Jl. XVII. -F. symbolique or late L. 
symbolicus- Gr. sumbolik6s. sy·mbolrzE 
tagree, harmonize; have similar qualities 
(techn. term of early physics said of sub
stances having qualities in common) XVI; 
be a symbol of XVII. 

symmetry si·mitri tmutual relation of 
parts, proportion; due or just proportion. 



SYMPATHY 

XVI. -F. tsymmetrie (mod. symhrie) or L. 
symmetria (whence also Sp. simetria, It. 
simmetria)- Gr. summetriii, f. summetros 
commensurable, proportionable, in due 
measure, symmetrical, f. sun SYM-+mhron 
measure; see METRE, -Y 3

• Hence sym
me·triCAL. XVIII (}.). 

sympathy si·mp;~pi affinity; agreement; 
conformity of feelings or temperament. 
XVI (Sidney, Lyly, Sh., Spenser; earlier in 
L. form). - L. sympathia (whence F. 
sympathie)- Gr. sumpdtheia, f. sumpatMs 
having a fellow-feeling, f. sun SYM--t- *path
base of pdthos feeling, PATHOS; see -Y3 • 

So symPATHE'TIC. XVII. - modL.- Gr. 
sumpathetik6s, f. sumpathefn. sy·mpathiZE. 
be affected like another XVI; have a fellow
feeling XVII. -F. sympathiser, f. sympathie. 

symphony si·mf;mi tused vaguely for 
musical instruments XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); 
tharmony xv; (mus.) passage for instru
ments XVII (spec. XVIII). - (O)F. tsim-, 
symphonie - L. symphonia instrumental har
mony, voices in concert, (Vulg.) musical 
instrument- Gr. sumphoniii, f. sumphonos 
harmonious, f. sun SYM-+phonif sound; see 
PHOI'iETIC, -Y 3• 

symphysis si•mfisis (anat.) union of two 
bones. XVI. - modL. symphysis- Gr. sum
phusis, esp. of bones, f. sun SYM- + phusis 
growth (see PHYSIC). sumphuein grow to
gether. 

symposium simpou·zi;~m drinking party, 
convivial meeting for conversation, etc. ; 
meeting for discussion. XVIII. - L. 
symposium - Gr. sump6sion, f. sump6tes 
fellow-drinker, f. SUn SYM- -t- *pot- (cf. 
POTIOI'i). Earlier (XVI, Sydney) the latinized 
title of one of Plato's dialogues in which 
Socrates and others discuss the nature 
of love. Also sympo·siAc convivial; tsb. 
symposium. xvu. - L. - Gr. 

symptom si·mPt;~m perceptible change in 
the body indicating disease XVI; (gen.) XVII. 
Earlier in late L. form sympt6ma- Gr. sum
ptoma chance, accident, mischance, f. 
sumpiptein fall upon, happen to, f. sun 
SYM--t-pipteinfall. SosymptomA'TIC. XVII, 
-ATICAL. XVI. -F. or late L. (cf. Gr. 
avp.7TTwp.aTLKDS exposed to chance). 

syn- sin latinized form of Gr. sun-, comb. 
form of szln prep. together, similarly, 
alike, in many words of Gr. origin and 
mod. scientific terms; assim. before l to 
syl-, before b, p, m to sym-, before simple 
s to sys-, before s-t-consonant and z to sy-. 

syna!resis sini;~·risis contraction of two 
vowels. xvr. - late L. syna;resis- Gr. 
sunairesis, f. sun SYN- -t- lzairefn take (cf. 
HERESY). 

synagogue si·n;Jg;Jg congregation of Jews 
for worship XII; building for Jewish 
worship XIII. ME. sinagoge- OF. sinagoge 
(mod. synagogue) - late L. synag6ga 

SYNE 

Gr. sunagogif meeting, assembly, in LXX. 
s::rnagogue, f. sundgein bring together, 
assemble, f. szln SYN- + dgein lead, bring 
(cf. ACT). The present form, with pronunc. 
assim. to L., appears regularly from xvr, 
occas. XIII. 

synalrepha sin;J!i•f;J coalescence of vowels. 
XVI.- L. synalcepha (Quintilian)- Gr. sun
aloiphif, f. sunaleiphein smear or melt to
gether, f. sun SYN-·I·aleiphein anoint. 

synchronic sinkm·nik belonging to the 
same time. XIX. f. late L. synchronus- Gr. 
sugkhronos, f. sun SYN--t-khr6nos time (cf. 
CHRONIC). So synchro·niCAL. XVII. syn
chrOniSM si·nkronizm. XVI. - modL.
Gr. sy·nchronrzE. XVII. sy·nchronocs 
coincident in time. xvrr. f. late L. syn
chronus- Gr. 

syncopation siiJkopei·J;Jn (gram.) con
traction of a word by elision of one or more 
syllables XVI (Palsgr.); (mus.) beginning a 
note on a normally unaccented part of the 
bar and continuing it into the normally 
accented part XVI (Morley). - medL. 
syncopiitio( -n), f. late L. syncopiire, f. 
syncope; see next, -ATION. 

syncope si·I]k;Jpi (path.) failure of the 
heart's action; grammatical syncopation. 
xvr. Earlier syncopis, incorrect nom. in
ferred from syncopin, var. of L. accus. 
syncopen; also occas. tsyncopa tsyncop. 
-late L. syncope (which superseded it) -Gr. 
sugkopif, f. sun SYN--t-kop- strike, cut off. 

syncretism si·I]kritizm union of opposite 
tenets, etc. XVII; (phild.) merging of cases 
xx. - modL. syncretismus - Gr. sugkretis
rn6s, f. sugkretizein. 

synderesis see SYNTERESIS. 

syndic si·ndik civil magistrate in some 
countries of Europe; one deputed to repre
sent a corporation. XVII. - (O)F. syndic, 
t-ique delegate, chief magistrate of Geneva, 
corr. to Pr. sendegue, Sp. sindico, Pg. 
syndico, It. sindaco -late L. syndicus dele
gate of a corporation- Gr. sundikos de
fendant's advocate, f. S!ln SYN-+ *dik, 
base of dike judgement, deiknusthai show ; 
see TEACH, -Ic. So sy·ndicalrsM in
dustrial unionism. xx. - F. syndicalisme, f. 
syndical, as in chambre syndicale trade 
union. sy·ndicATE1 toffice of a syndic; body 
of syndics xvu; combination of financiers 
or other promoters of enterprise XIX. - F. 
syndical - medL. syndiciitus. 

syndrome si·ndroum, -dr;Jmi (path.) 
concurrence of symptoms XVI ; tconcur
rence, concourse XVII. - modL. syndrome
Gr. sundromif, f. sun SYN-+ *drom-, dramefn 
run. 

syne sain (Sc. and north.) immediately 
afterwards, thereupon; later; since then 
XIV ; before now, ago xv ( esp. in lang syne 
long ago, made familiar by Bums's 'Auld 
Lang Syne'). 



SYNECDOCHE 

synecdoche sine·kdaki (rhet.) figure by 
which the part is put for the whole or ';"ice 
versa. - L. synecdoche - Gr. sunekdokhe, f. 
sunekdekhesthai, f. sttn SYN- + ekdekhesthai 
take up. 

synizesis sinizi·sis (gram., pros.) coales
cence of two adjacent vowels without forming 
a recognized diphthong. XIX. - late L. 
synizesis - Gr. sunizesis, f. sunizdnein sink 
down, f. sun SYN-+hizdnein, f. hfzein sit. 

synod si·nad assembly of clergy. XIV 
(Trevisa). -late L. synodus- Gr. sunodos 
meeting, f. sun SYN- + hod6s way, travel. 
So sy·nodAL1 • xv. -late L. 

synonym si·nonim any of two or more 
words of the same meaning. XVI. In early 
use first in pl. in L. form (-a) or anglicized 
(-es, -aes), later in sg. -ymum, -ymon, -ime, 
-yme. xv. L. synonymum - Gr. suniinumon, 
sb. use of n. sg. of suniinumos, f. sun SYN-+ 
onuma NAME (as in ANONYMOI;S). So synony
mOUS sino·nimas. xvn (Donne). syno·ny
mY8. XVII. -late L.- Gr. 

synopsis sina·psis tabular arrangement 
showing general view. XVII. -late L. 
synopsis- Gr. sunopsis, f. sun SYN- + 6psis 
view. So syno·pTIC. XVIII, -ICAL. XVII 
(Evelyn) ; see OPTIC. 

synovia si-, sainou·via fluid of the joints 
in the body. XVII. - modL. synovia, 
sinovia, an invention, perh. arbitrary, of 
Paracelsus (d. 1541), applied by him to the 
various nutritive fluids in the body. Hence 
syno·viAL1 • XVIII. sinovi•TIS. XIX. 

syntax si·ntreks torderly arrangement of 
parts; (gram.) arrangement of words in their 
appropriate forms and order. XVII. - F. 
syntaxe or late L. syntaxis (adopted in Eng. 
XVI)- Gr. suntaxis, f. suntdssein, f. sun SYN
+ tdssein arrange. So synTA ·CTIC. xrx, 
•TA•CTICAL. XVI. 

synteresis sintiri·sis (theol.) function of 
coniicience serving as a guide to conduct. 
XVI. medL.- Gr. sundresis, f. sunteretn, 
f. sun SYN-+terein watch over, guard. Also 
tsynderesis. 

synthesis si·n}:>isis proceeding from cause 
to effect XVII ; formation of a compound by 
combining its elements XVIII. - L. synthesis 
-Gr. sunthesis, f. suntithenai, f. sun SYN-+ 
tithenai (the- place, put; see THEME, THESIS). 
Hence sy·nthesrzE. xrx; beside sy·nthetrzE. 
XIX. - Gr. sunthet{zesthai. So synthetiC 
-e·tik, -e·trcAL. XVII. - F. or modL. (-Gr. 
-etik6s). 

sypher sai-fa.r overlap two plank-edges so 
as to make a flush surface. XIX. var. of 
CIPHER vb. 

syphilis si · filis venereal disease. XVIII. 
- modL. Syphilis title of a poem, in full 
'Syphilis sive Morbus Gallicus' (syphilis or 
the French disease), 1530, by Girolamo 
Fracastoro, physician, astronomer, and 
poet, of Verona ; the name is used for the 

SYSTOLE 

disease in the poem itself, which is the 
story of a shepherd Syphilus, represented as 
the first sufferer (the title Syphilis being 
formed after lEneis, Thebais, etc.); the term 
was used systematically by Fracastoro in 
his 'De Contagione', 1546. Syphilus is of 
unkn. origin. Hence syphili·Trc. XVIII. 
modL. syphiliticus (Sauvages); the suffix 
-itic, being the adj. formative of -!TIS, is 
inappropriate. 

syphon, syren see SIPHON, SIREN. 

Syriac si·rirek (pert. to) the Semitic 
language of Syria. XVII. - L. Syriacus -
Gr. Suriak6s, f. Sur{a; see -Ac. So SyriAN 
si·rian. XIV. - OF. sirien (mod. syrien), f. L. 
Syrius - Gr. Surios. 

syringa siri·l)ga shrub of the genus Phila
delphus. XVII (Evelyn). - modL. syringa, 
f. Gr. surigg-, surigx pipe, SYRINX j first 
applied (by Lobel 1576) to the mock 
orange from its stems being used for pipe 
stems, later (by Linnreus 1735) to the lilac 
(formerly called pipe tree), of which it 
remains the botanical generic name. Cf. 
SERINGA. 

syringe si-rind3 cylindrical instrument 
consisting essentially of a tube for drawing 
in and ejecting liquid. xv. - late L. 
syringa (whence OF. ceringue, F. seringue, 
etc.) f. L. syrinx (see next); orig. siryng, 
syryng, which in XVI became assim. to obi. 
cases of the L. word (hence pl. syringes 
siri·nd3iz, syri·nxes). 

syrinx si-ril)ks Pan-pipe; narrow rock-cut 
channels or tunnels XVII ; organ of voice in 
birds XIX. L. - Gr. surigx pipe, tube, 
channel, fistula. 

Syro- sai~·rou repr. Sura-, comb. form of 
Gr. Suros. 

syrup si·rap, U.S. sirup thick sweet liquid. 
- (O)F. sirop or medL. siropus, sirupus, 
which, with corr. It. s(c)iroppo, Sp. jarope, 
derive ult. from Arab. fardb beverage, 
drink. Cf. SHRUB 1, SHERBET. Hence 
sy·rupY1• XVIII. 

systaltic sistre·ltik pert. to contraction. 
XVII. -late L. systalticus- Gr. sustaltik6s, 
f. sun SYN-+stalt6s, f. stal- stt!llein place. 

system si·stim organized or connected 
group of objects; set or scheme of principles, 
ideas, etc. XVII. -F. systilme (xvr) or its 
source late L. systema- Gr. sustema organ
ized whole, f. sun SYN-+ •sta- STAND. So 
systematic -re·tik. XVII. -F. systematique 
(xvr) -late L. sy·stematrzE. XVIII. -F. 
systematiser. systemiC siste·mik (physiol., 
path.) xrx. irreg. formation used for dif
ferentiation of meaning from systematic. 

systole si·stali (physiol.) regular contraction 
of the heart and arteries. XVI. - late L. sys
tole- Gr. sustoU, f. sun SYN-+ •stol- •stet
place, after sustellein contract ( cf. STOLE). 



SYSTYLE 

systyle si·stail applied to architecture in 
which the columns are close together. XVIII. 
- L. systylos- Gr. SUstiilos, f. sun SYN- + 
stulos column, pillar. 

syzygy si•zid3i (astron.) tconjunction, 

TABLET 

(now) conjunction and opposition of two 
celestial bodies XVII; applied to various 
unions or combinations XIX. - late L. 
syzygia- Gr. suzugia yoke, pair, copulation, 
conjunction, f. suzugos yoked, paired, f. 
SUtl SYN-+ *zug- YOKE. 

T 
T ti zoth letter of the Eng. alphabet, in phr. 

to a T (xvu) exactly, to a nicety, perh. for 
earlier to a TITTLE. 

•t1 suffix of abstr. sbs. derived from vbs., 
repr. IE. -t- in -*tis, -*tus which is pre
served in OE. -p and Germ. -t, after guttural, 
labial, and sibilant cons., e.g. draught, drift, 
flight, thirst, thrift. 

-t 2 phonetic var. of OE. p (as in health, truth: 
see -TH1), e.g. in drought, height, sleight, 
theft. 

•t3 var. of -ED', as in blest, burnt, dreamt, 
pent, tost; blessed, burned, dreamed, penned, 
tossed; cf. PAST. 

ta ta infantile and joe. colloq. substitute for 
THANKS. XVIII. 

taal tal the t., the Dutch language of 
S. Africa, Afrikaans. XIX. - Du. talu 
language, speech, MDu. tale = OE. taal 
TALE. 

tab treb short broad strip, etc. XVII ; de
pending or projecting piece on a dress; 
label; (U.S.) reckoning, check XIX. pro b. 
of dial. origin; partly synom. with TAG1• 

tabard tre·b::l.Id loose upper garment with 
short sleeves or none. XIII. -OF. tabart = 
Sp. tarbardo, It. tabarro; of unkn. origin. 

tabaret tre·b;Jret fabric of alternate stripes 
of material. XIX. f. TABBY. Also tabbarea 
treb;Jri·;J XIX; ta·binet XVIII, based on 
ftabine (xvu). 

tabasco t;Jbre·skou pungent sauce made 
from capsicum. XVII (tauasco). Name of a 
river and state of Mexico. 

tabasheer ta::b;JJi;J·.I siliceous substance 
forming in the joints of bamboo. xvr. 
- Pg. or F. form of Urdu (Arab., Pers.) 
tabafir chalk, mortar. 

tabby tre·bi silk taffeta, orig. striped XVII; 
short for t. cat (XVII), cat having a striped 
coat; (colloq.) elderly maiden lady XVIII. 

- (O)F. tabis, tatabis (cf. medL. attabi) = 
Sp., It. tabi- Arab. 'attabiy name of a 
quarter of Baghdad in which the stuff was 
manufactured, named after 'Attab, great
grandson of Omeyya. 

taberdar tre· b;J.Id;J.I name given to certain 
scholars at the Queen's College, Oxford. 
XVII. In L. form taberd(i)us, tabardarius, 
f. TABARD+-arius -ARY. 

tabernacle tre· b;Jmrekl tent containing the 
Ark of the Covenant ; canopied structure 
xm; tent (gen.); dwelling-place, esp. a 
temporary one XIV; place of worship (not 
a church) XVII. - (O)F. tabernacle or L. 
tabernaculum tent, booth, shed, dim. of 
taberna TAVERN. 

tabes tei·biz slow emaciation. XVII. - L. 
tabes. 

tablature tre·bhtJu;J.I (mus.) notation, 
spec. for the lute, flute, etc.; scheme in 
which the lines of the stave denoted the 
strings or holes, and signs were placed over 
them to indicate where these should be 
stopped. XVI. - F. tablature- medL. tabu
latura, f. late L. tabultire, f. L. tabula TABLE; 
see -URE. 

table tei·bl A. slab, tablet (now mainly 
techn.) XII; f(pl.) backgammon XIII; 
fboard on which chess, etc. are played; 
(pl.) leaves of a backgammon board xv 
(phr. turn the tables reverse the situa
tion XVII); B. raised board at which one 
sits XIII; C. arrangement of numbers, 
words, etc. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. table = Pr. 
taula, It. tavola- L. tabula plank, tablet, 
list, rep!. mepsa in sense B in Gallo-Roman 
and Italian areas. The L. word was adopted 
in OE. as tabule and trefi (ME. tavel) = 
MLG., MDu. tavele, OHG. zabal and ta
vala (Du., G. tafel), ON. taft. Hence vb. xv. 

tableau tre·blou picture, graphic descrip
tion XVII; dramatic grouping of persons, 
etc. XIX. -F. tableau, OF. table!, dim. of 
table (see prec.). 

table d'hote tabldou·t public table or meal 
at a hotel, etc. XVII (table de l'hoste, tabl'd 
host). F., 'host's table'; see TABLE, nosT 2• 

tablet tre·blit slab for an inscription or 
carving XIV ; slab or panel for a painting 
XVI ; sheet or leaf or (pl.) a set of them for 
writing on XVII (Sh.); flat cake, lozenge XVI. 
-OF. tablete (mod. tablette), corr. to Pr. 
tauleta, Sp. tableta, It. tavoletta; Rom. 
dim. of L. tabula TABLEj see -ET. 

[8g8] 



TABLOID 

tabloid tre·bloid trade-mark term for 
medicinal tablets patented by Messrs. 
Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., 14 March 
1884; attrib., trans£., applied to written or 
printed matter in condensed form. alt. of 
TABLET, by substitution of -om for -ET. 

taboo, tabu tabu· consecrated or restricted 
to a special use ; prohibited, inviolable. 
XVIII (Capt. Cook). orig.- Tongan ta·bu (so 
str. in native use). 

tabo(u)r tei·ba.t hist. (small) drum. XIII 
(RGlouc.). -OF. tabour (mod. tambour) 
- Pr. tabor, tanbor, Sp. tambor, tatambor, 
It. tamburo. Hence tabrET tre·brit. XIV 
(taberett). 

tabouret tre· boret, JJtabun: low stool, so called 
from its shape. XVII. -F. tabouret, dim. of 
tabour; see prec., -ET. 

tabular tre·bjO.laJ of the form of a tablet or 
slab XVII; pert. to a schematic table XVIII. 
- L. tabultiris, f. tabula TABLE; see -AR and 
cf. F. tabulaire. Earlier -ary (xvr). So 
ta·bulATE3 arrange in tabular form. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of late L. tabultire, f. tabula. 

tacamahac tre·bmahrek aromatic resin of 
Mexico and S. America. XVI. -Sp. ttaca
mahaca (now tacamaca) -Aztec tecomahiyac. 

tacheometer trekia·mita.t instrument for 
the rapid location of points. XIX. -F. 
tacheometre, irreg. f. Gr. takhe-, stem of 
takhus quick, swift, tdkhos swiftness; see 
-METER. Also TACHY·meter. XIX. 

tachometer treka·mita.t instrument for 
measuring speed. XIX. f. Gr. tdkhos speed 
+METER j cf. prec. 

tachy- tre·ki, treki· 
takhus swift, as in 
writing', shorthand. 
XVIII. 

comb. form of Gr. 
tachy·GRAPHY 'swift 
XVII j tachyGRA"PHIC. 

tacit tre·sit silent, unspoken, unexpressed. 
XVII (Bacon). - L. tacitus, prop. pp. of 
tacere be silent (cf. RETICENT), corr. to Goth. 
pahan, and rei. further to OS. pagian, 
pagan, OHG. dagen, ON. pagna. So 
ta·citurn saying little. XVIII (Smollett). 
-F. taciturne or L. taciturnus, f. tacitus, 
with ending as in diurnus, diuturnus, 
nocturnus. tacitu·rniTY. xv. - (O)F. or L. 

tack1 trek A. fastening, as a clasp, sharp
pointed nail, etc. XIV. B. (naut.) rope, wire, 
etc. to secure sails XV. Parallel to later 
tach( e), the two forms presumably repr. OF. 
vars. *taque, (dial.) tache; but the relation 
with the corr. vb. and with attack, attach, 
detach has not been made out. So tack vb. 
A. tattach XIV (Trevisa); fasten loosely or 
temporarily XV (Promp. Parv.). B. (naut.; 
from sense B of the sb.) shift the tacks in 
going about XVI. 

tack2 trek tcustomary payment XIII 
(Cursor M.); tenure, tenancy xv. prob. 
-ON. tak (beside taka) seizure, hold, bail, 
security, f. taka TAKE. 

tack3 trek food-stuff, as in hard t., ship's 
biscuit. XIX. Of unkn. origin: 

TAG 

tackle tre·kl apparatus, equipment, gear, 
rigging. XIII (Genesis and Exodus, Cursor 
M.), prob. - (M)LG. take! (whence also 
Du. G. take!, Sw. tackel), f. taken = MDu. 
tacken lay hold of; see -LE1. Hence 
ta·ckle vb. furnish with tackle XIV; harness 
XVIII; grip, grapple with xrx. 

tacky tre·ki slightly sticky. XVIII. f. TACK1 

(presumably in the gen. sense of holding or 
fastening together)+-Y1• 

tact trek A. tsense of touch XVII; B. faculty 
of mental perception; C. sense of propriety, 
faculty of doing the right thing at the right 
time XVIII. - (O)F. tact or L. factus touch, 
f. *tag-, base of tangere touch (see TANGENT). 
In sense C immed. after F. tact (Voltaire, 
1769). 

tactics tre·ktiks art of deploying forces in 
battle. XVII. repr. modL. tactica (1616 in 
title of tr. of .lElian's 'Taktike Theoria') 
- Gr. ta taktikd, n.pl. of taktik6s, f. takt6s 
ordered, arranged, f. base of tdssein set in 
order. So ta·ctrc adj. XVII, ta·ctiCAL xvr. 
- modL. tacticus- Gr. taktik6s. Hence 
tacticiAN trekti· Jan. XVIII; after F. tac
ticien (I788). 

tactile tre·ktail pert. to touch. XVII. - L. 
tactilis, f. tact-, pp. stem of tangere touch; 
see TANGENT, -ILE. So ta·ctUAL1• XVII. 
f. L. factus touch. 

tadpole tre·dpoul larva of frog, etc. xv 
(taddepol). f. tadde TOAD+pol POLL, as if 
'a toad that is all head' ; the notion of 'head' 
appears in dial. syns., e.g., as bullhead, 
pole-, pollhead. (jf In tadpoles and tapers, 
professional politicians, political schemers, 
from the names of two, Mr. Tadpole and 
Mr. Taper, in Disraeli's 'Coningsby' (1844). 

tael teil Chinese ounce and standard money 
of account. xvr. - Pg. tael, pl. taeis- Malay 
tahil, tail weight. 

taenia, tenia ti·nia band, fillet XVI; tape
worm XVIII. L. - Gr. tainiti. 

taffeta tre·fita silk fabric. xrv. - OF. 
taffetas or medL. taffata, ult. - Pers. ttiftah, 
sb. use of pp. of tiiftan shine. 

taffrail tre·freil aftermost part of the poop
rail of a ship. XIX. alt. of taff(e)rel t(carved) 
panel XVII ; upper part of the flat portion of 
a ship's stern XVIII. - Du. taffereel panel, 
picture, for *tafeleel, dim. of tafel TABLE; the 
final syll. is assim. to RAIL 2 • 

Taffy tre·fi Welshman. XVII. f. attributed 
pronunc. of Davy or David (W. Dafydd). 

tafia tre·fia rum-like liquor obtained from 
molasses. XVIII. Of W. Indian or Malay 
origin. 

tag1 treg small pendent piece, orig. on a 
garment XIV (implied in tagged); ornamental 
pendant; point of metal, etc. at the end of 
a lace XVI ; something appended to a piece of 
writing, etc., brief quotation XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin ; an early syn. phrase, etc. is 
tdag, which was perh. influenced by TACK. 
Hence tag vb. xvr mark with a tag. ttag 



TAG 

and rag XVI, tag-rag XVII rabble, riff-raff, 
tag, rag, and bobtail XVII. Earlier in ttotagge 
(XIII) only in fig. sense 'circumstance', 
presumably derived from the idea of ap
pendage. 

tag• treg children's game, otherwise called 
TIG. XVIII, 

tahsildar tAxsHdiii chief revenue officer. 
XVIII. Urdu- Arab., Pers. tabsildar, f. 
tabsil collection +dar, Pers. agent-suffix. 

taiP teil posterior extremity of an animal 
OE. ; in various trans£. senses from XIII. 
OE. treg(e)l = MLG. tagel twisted whip, 
rope's end, OHG. zagal animal's tail (G. 
dial. zagel, ziil), ON. tag! horse's (or cow's) 
tail, Goth. tagl hair of the head, of the camel 
:- CGerm. *taglaz :- IE. *doklos, further 
connexions of which are doubtful. Hence 
vb. in many (esp.) specialized senses from 
XVI. 

tail• teil (leg.) limitation of a freehold 
estate or fee to a person. XIV. - (O)F. 
taille cut, division, partition or assessment 
of a subsidy, tax, f. taillier cut, fix the precise 
form of limit; see TAILOR, TALLY. So tail 
adj. limited by conditions fixed by the 
donor. xv. -AN. taite, OF. taillie, pp. of 
taillier; esp. in fee-tail (AN. fee taile) ; for 
the fall of final -e cf. ASSIG"' 2 • 

tailor tei·l;J.r one whose business is to make 
clothes. XIII. ME. taillour, taylo(u)r- AN. 
taillour, (O)F. tailleur cutter, from XVI 
tailor = Pr. talaire, talador, Sp. tallador 
engraver, tajador cutter, It. tagliatore 
cutter :- CRom. taliatorem, -iator, f. tiiliiire 
cut = Pr. talhar, Sp. tajar, It. tagliare :
CRom. *tal(l)iare, f. L. talea rod, twig, 
cutting; see -oR1• 

taint teint A. tattaint XIV; B. tint, dye XVI ; 
stain, blemish XVII (Sh.). Partly aphetic of 
ATTAI~T; partly -OF. teint, taint:- L. 
tinctus and teinte :- medL. tincta, sb. uses 
of pp. of tingere TINGE. So vb. tconvict 
XIV; thit, strike XVI; ttinge, dye xv; affect 
perniciously XVI. 

tais(c)h taif phantom, apparition. XVIII (J.). 
-Gael. taibhs taivf, taif = Oir. taidbse. 

take teik pt. took tuk, pp. taken tei·kn 
seize (also in earliest use, touch), capture 
XII; with various deriv. uses many of which 
were current by 1200 (Orm). Late OE. 
tacan (chiefly in pt. toe), esp. in phr. 
modelled on ON. phr., e.g. tacan to- o::-;r. 
taka at begin, tacan wip- taka vii1 receive, 
tacan on - taka d touch ; also oftacan over
take (early XI). -ON. taka, pt. t6k = 
WFris. take, EFris. taken, MDu. taken 
grasp, seize, catch, rei. by gradation to 
Goth. tekan, pt. taitok, pp. tekans touch; 
further connexions uncertain; OE. oftacan 
may point to the native currency of tacan. 
Superseded OE. niman (see NIM, NUMB) as 
the gen. equiv. of L. capere, sumere, F. 
prendre, etc. Its conjugation was assim. to 
that of shake, so that taken rep!. ON. pp. 

TALISMAN 

tekinn; ME. contr. pp. (y)tan is repr. later 
by tain(e), tayn(e), ta'en. 

talapoin tre·hpoin Buddhist priest or 
monk. XVI. - Pg. talapiio- Talaing tala poi. 

talar tei·l;J.I garment reaching to the ankles. 
XVI. - L. tiiliiris, f. talus ankle; see -AR. 

talbot t5·lh:~t kind of hound formerly used 
for hunting, (her.) figure of this as borne in 
the arms of the ancient Talbot family. xv. 
Occurs as the proper name of a dog in 
Chaucer's Nun's Priest's Tale s6z and 
c.1450 John Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, is 
referred to as 'oure goode dogge'; pro b. 
generalized from the family name. 

talbotype t5·lb;,taip process of photo
graphing on sensitized paper patented by 
W. H. Fox Talbot in 1841, first called 
calotype ; see TYPE. 

talc trelk species of translucent or shining 
minerals, e.g. mica. XVI (earlier in L. form 
XVI). - F. talc or medL. talcum (in Sp. and 
It. talco)- Arab. talq- Pers. talk. 

tale teil A. ttalk, discourse OE. ; what is 
told, story, narrative XI; B. reckoning, 
number XII. OE. talu = OFris. tale, OS. 
tala (Du. taal speech), OHG. zala (G. zahl 
number), OJ:'\. tala talk, tale, number :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *tala fern., f. *tal-, as 
in *taljan TELL. Sense B was prob. taken 
from ON. (cf. late Nth. OE. tal- ON. 
tal n.). 

talegalla treligre·!;J bmsh turkey of New 
Guinea. XIX. modL. (F. ta!egalle) formed 
by R. P. Lesson (r8z8) from Malagasy 
taleva and L. gallus cock. 

talent tre·l;Jnt A. tinclination, disposition 
xm (Cursor M.); B. ancient weight and 
money of account XIV (Wycl. Bible); C. 
mental endowment or aptitude xv. -OF. 
talent will, desire = Pr. talant, talen = Sp., 
It. talento :- L. talentum in Rom. sense of 
'inclination of mind' - Gr. tdlanton balance, 
weight, sum of money, f. *tal-, *tla- bear, 
endure (cf.THOLE2). Sense C is developed 
from the use of the word in the parable of 
the talents, Matt. XXV r4-30. 

tales tei·liz writ for summoning jurors; 
Jist of persons so summoned. XVI. L. tales 
pl. of tiilis such (cf. RETALIATE) in phr. 
tales de circumstantibus such persons from 
those standing about. L. tiilis belongs 
to the group containing tam so, tantus so 
great, tot so many ( cf. the parallel qualis, 
quam, quantus, quot). 

talion tre·lian retaliation. xv (Lydg.). 
- (O)F. talion- L. tiilio(n-), f. tiilis; see prec., 
-roN. lex talionis principle of exacting com-
pensation, 'eye for eye, tooth for tooth'. 

talipot tre·lipot S. Indian fan-palm. XVII. 
- Malayalam tiilipat, Sinhalese talapata, 
Hindi tiilprit :- Skr. tiilapattra leaf of the 
tiila or fan-palm. 

talisman tre·!izm;Jn object endowed with 
occult powers, used as an amulet or charm. 



TALK 

XVII. -F., Sp. talisman, It. talismano 
- medGr. telesmon, alt. of late Gr. telesma 
(whence Arab. tilsam) completion, per
formance, religious rite, consecrated object, 
f. tele!n, complete, perform (a rite), conse
crate, f. telos end, result (cf. TELE-). 

talk t5k 'speak in conversation' (J.); also 
trans. XIII. ME. talkien, talken (first in 
w. midi. texts), deriv. with k-suffix of the 
base *'tal- of TALE, TELL; cf. lurk, stalk, 
walk. Hence ta·lkATIVE. xv. talkec
talkee t5·kit5ki broken English; prattle, 
chatter. XIX. ta·lkiE talking film. xx. 

tall t5l tseemly, decent, comely; tdoughty, 
valiant XIV (phr. tt. of his hands dexterous, 
formidable in arms XVI); high of stature, 
lofty XVI (Palsgr.). repr. OE. gejtrel swift, 
prompt (of which sense there are later 
traces) = OFris. tel, OS. gital, OHG. 
gizal quick. ta·llBOY tall-stemmed glass 
XVII ; tall chest or bookcase mounted on a 
high stand XVIII. 

tallage tre·lid3 tax, levy, orig. one levied by 
Norman kings. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). -OF. 
taillage, f. taillier cut, shape, determine the 
form of, limit = Pr. talhar, Sp. tajar, It. 
tagliare :-Rom. *'talliare, f. -tallia TALLY. 

tallith tre·lip garment worn by Jews at 
prayer. XVII. - Rabbinic Heb. tallip, f. tala[ 
cover. 

tallow tre·lou harder kinds of fat used for 
candles, soap, etc. XIV. ME. tal!J, ta[u!J, 
talow- MLG. talg, talch (whence also Du. 
talk, G. talg, Icel. t6lg), of unkn. origin. 

tally tre·li rod of wood marked with notches 
recording payments xv; reckoning, score 
XVI; counterpart XVII. -AN. tallie = AL. 
tallia, talia, for L. talea cutting, rod, stick ; 
the corr. OF. ta£lle was adopted earlier in 
this sense as tail (XIV-XVII); cf. TAIL2

• So 
ta·lly vb. tscore, mark down xv; agree, 
accord XVIII. Cf. medL. talliare. 

tally-ho trelihou· huntman's view-halloo. 
XVIII, Cf. F. taiaut (xvii), ttaho, ttheau 
(XVI). 

talma tre·lma cape, cloak. XIX. f. name of 
Fran~ois Joseph Talma, F. tragedian I763-
r8z6. Cf. roquelaure (XVIII). 

Talmud tre·lrnAd, -mu·d body of Jewish 
law (Mishnah) and commentary on this 
(Gemara). XVI. -late Heb. talmud instruc
tion, f. lamad instruct. 

talon tre·lan claw of a bird of prey, dragon, 
etc. XIV; spec. Eng. application of. the sense 
t'heel, hinder claw'. - (O)F. talon heel = 
Pr. talo, Sp. talon, It. talone :-Rom. 
•tal6(n-), f. talus ankle-bone. 

taluk talu·k district in India as a collectorate. 
XVIII. - Hind. tao.alluq, ult. f. Arab. o.alaqa 
adhere, be affixed. 

talus1 tei ·las (forti£.) sloping side of an 
earthwork XVII; (geol.) sloping mass of 
detritus XIX. - (O)F. talus, of unkn. origin. 

talus• tei·l:>s (anat.) ankle, astragalus. 

TAMP 

tamarind tre·marind fruit of the tree 
Tamarindus indica. XVI. - medL. tama
rindus ( = cf. Sp., It. tamarindo)- Arab. 
tamr hindi date of India. 

tamarisk tre·marisk plant of the genus 
Tamarix. xv. -late L. tamariscus, var. of 
earlier tamarix. 
tama~ha tama·Ja entertainment, public 

functiOn. XVII (tomashaw, tomasia, tamacha). 
-Urdu- Arab. (Pers.) tamasa walking 
about for amusement, entertainment, f. 
mafa(y) walk. 

tambouki trembu·ki t. grass, wood wild 
grass and timber of S. Africa. XIX. Afri
kaans, f. Tembu tribal name+dim. suffix 
-kje. 

tambour tre·mbua.I drum xv (Caxton; 
adopted afresh XVIII); circular frame on 
which material is stretched ; ( archit., etc.) 
XVIII. -F. tambour, expressive of tabour 
TABOR. So tambourine tre·mbari·n t(in 
uncertain sense) XVI (Spenser; Jonson has 
timburine); musical instrument made of a 
hoop with parchment stretched over one 
side and cymbals at the edge XVIII. -F. 
tambourin, dim. of tambour. See -INE•. 

tambreet trembri-t duck-billed platypus. 
XIX. Mallangong (New South Wales). 

tame teim domesticated )( wild. OE. tam 
= OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. tam, OHG. 
zam (G. zahm), ON. tamr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth., but cf. the vb.) •tamaz, f. IE. "'dom-, 
repr. also by L. domare, Gr. dam/in tame, 
subdue. (The form tame descends from 
OE. obi. forms.) Hence tame vb. XIV; cf. 
OHG. zam6n; superseding ME. teme 
OE. temian = OFris. tama, MLG., (M)Du: 
temmen, OHG. zemmen (G. ziihmen), ON. 
temja, Goth. gatamjan. 

Tamil, -ul tre·mil, -al (language of) a Dra
vidian race of SE. India. xvm. - (partly 
through Du., Pg. Tamul) Tamil, Tamir 
native name, in Pali and Prakrii: Damiic/ 
Davila -ifja, Skr. Drami!a, -ifja, Dravi¢~ 
DRAVIDIAN. 

Tammany tre·mani name of a Delaware 
(U.S.A.) chief who flourished about r683 
used to designate the fancifully named 
'patron saint' (St. Tammany) of America 
and hence in the title of a philanthropic 
society (orig, Sons of St Tammany) and its 
headquarters (T. Hall), and consequently 
of the political club identified therewith. 

tammy1 tre·mi fine worsted cloth. xvn. 
Of unkn. origin. 

tammy2 tre·mi see next. 
Tam o' Shanter tremaJre·nta.I round 

Scotch cap. XIX. f. name of the hero of 
Bums's poem so entitled (1790). Also 
Tamt~y Shanter, which is abbrev. tammy 
tre·mt. XIX. 

tamp tremp to stop with clay, etc.; to ram 
down hard. XIX. Back-formation from 

XVIII, L. TAMPION, 
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TAMPER 
tamper tre·mp~.I twork in or temper clay 

XVI; tscheme, plot; deal improperly, 
meddle with xvu. In all senses the earlier 
form is temper, of which tamper was perh. 
a workman's alteration. 

tampion see TOMPION. 
tan tren convert (skin) into leather by 
steeping in an infusion of astringent bark 
OE.; make brown by the sun XVI; colloq. 
(orig. tan a person's hide) thrash XVII. Late 
OE. *tannian, in pp. getamzed and agent
noun tannere (see -ER1), prob.- medL. 
tanniire, pp. tanniitus, perh. of Celtic 
origin; reinforced in ME. from OF. vb. 
tan(n)er = Pr. tarzar, It. tannare, agent
noun tanere, -eor (cf. medL. tanniitor). 
Hence tan sb. crushed bark of oak, etc. for 
tanning XVII; brown or tawny colour XIX. 
Cf. TAWNY. So ta·DDERY xv; after OF. 
tannerie, medL. tanneria (xm). 

tanager tre·nad3;J.I passerine bird of the 
genus Tanagra. XIX. modL. tanagra 
(Linnreus), alt. of Tupi tangara (current 
in Eng. use XVII-XIX). 

tandem tre·nd~m two-wheeled vehicle 
drawn by two horses harnessed one in front 
of the other; the horses themselves; also 
adv. XVIII (Grose, Felton). orig. sl. pun
ning use of L. tandem at length (of time) 
based on phr. at length in the sense t'in 
extended line' (xvm). 

tang1 trel) A. (dial.) serpent's tongue, insect's 
sting XIV; point or spike, spec. of a metal 
tool XV; B. penetrating taste xv; slight 
smack XVI. Of Scand. origin (cf. ON., Da. 
tange point, spit). 

tang' trel) sharp ringing note. XVII. perh. 
imit. (j[ 'She had a tongue with a tang' 
(Sh., 'Tempest' II ii 52) may be an early 
ex., if not a use of TANG1• 

tang 3 t::el) large coarse seaweed (Fucus). 
XVIII. Of Scand. origin (Norw., Da. tang, 
Ice!. pdng); adopted also in Fris., Du., etc. 

tanga t::e·l)g;J coin or money of account in 
India, Persia, and Turkestan. XVI. - Pg. 
tanga - tanka in various Indian vernaculars 
:- Skr. twika weight. 

tangent tre·nd3;Jnt (geom.) adj. touching at a 
point XVI ; sb. XVI (modL. tang ens, for linea 
tangens touching line). - L. tangent-, -ens, 
prp. of tangere touch. See -ENT. Hence 
tangentiAL trend3e·nJ~l. xvu. 

tangerine trend3~ri·n applied to a small 
variety of orange obtained from Tangier 
(Tanger),' seaport of Morocco. XIX. orig. 
adj. in T. orange; see -INE1 • 

tangible tre·nd3lbl touchable XVI; discern
ible by touch xvn; realizable, palpable 
xvm. - F. tangible or late L. tangibilis, 
f. tangere touch; see TA!'-!GENT, -IBLE. 

tangle1 tre·l)gl tinvolve (a person) in em
barrassment XIV; ENTANGLE XVI. ME. 
tangil, -el, var. of tagil in Rolle's works; 
thereafter tangle (XVI); of obscure origin. 
Hence sb. tangled condition. XVII. 

TANTI 

tangle2 tre·l)gl gen. term for the larger 
seaweeds. XVI (earliest Sc.). prob.- Norw. 
taangel, tongul, Freroese tangul, repr. ON. 
]JQngull. 

tango tre·l)gou Negro dance adapted to the 
ballroom. xx. Amer. Sp. (locally, dance 
and music for this, and instrument of the 
tambourine kind). 

tangram tre·ngrrem Chinese geometrical 
puzzle. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

tank1 trel)k in India, reservoir of water for 
irrigation, etc. ; artificial receptacle for 
liquids in large quantities. xvn. - Indian 
vernacular word such as Gujerati tiinkh, 
Marathi tiinken, perh. from Skr. tmjiiga 
pond, lake. Hence ta·nkER', vessel for 
conveying oil. xx. 

tank2 trel)k military armoured car of 
British invention. xx; so named for 
reasons of secrecy. 

tankard tre·!Jk~.Id tlarge tub XIV; drinking
vessel (esp. one-handled), xv. Of unkn. ori
gin, but cf. MDu., Du. tanckaert. 

tanner1 tre·n;J.I one who tans hides. OE. 
tannere, f. "'tannian TAN; or- OF. tanere 
:- medL. tanniitor. 

tanner• tre·n;u (sl.) sixpence. xrx. Ofunkn. 
origin. 

tannin tre·nin astringent having the pro
perty of converting hide into leather. XIX. 
-F. tanin (I798, Proust), f. tan TAN-t--in 
-IN. So ta·nmc. XIX. - F. tannique (1834, 
Pelouze). 

tanrec, tenrec tre·n-, te·nrek insectivorous 
mammal allied to the hedgehog. XVIII. 
F. tanrec- Malagasy tandraka, trandraka. 

tansy tre·nzi herbaceous plant, Tanacetum 
vulgare. xv. -OF. tanesie (mod. tanaisie) 
poss. aphetic f. medL. athanasia tansy 
- Gr. athanasia immortality; the relation to 
medL. tanacetum is not clear. 

tantalize tre·nt~laiz torment with dis
appointment. XVI. f. Tantalus, name of a 
mythical king of Phrygia condemned to 
stand in Tartarus up to his chin in water 
which receded as he stooped to drink. 

tantalum tre·nt;~l;~m (min.) a rare metal. 
XIX (discovered in 1802 by Ekeberg). f. 
Tantalus (see prec.), partly with allusion to 
its non-absorbent quality; the ending fol
lows aluminum; see ALUMINIUM. 

tantalus tre·nt;~l:Js genus of storks, Tanta
lus ibis; spirit stand containing decanters 
locked up but visible. xrx. L.- Gr. Tdntalos. 

tantamount tre·nt:>maunt that amounts 
to as much. xvu. f. ttantamount sb. 
equivalent, ttantamount vb. amount to as 
much (both xvn). -AN. tant amunter- It. 
tanto montare, i.e. tanto as much (:- L. 
tantum, f. tam so-f--*to-), montare AMOUNT, 
MOUNT. 

ta:nti t::e·ntai of so much value, worth 
while; tso much for. XVI. - L. tanti, g. of 
n. of tantus so much. 



TANTIVY 

tanti·vy tre·ntivi, trentrv1 tadv. at full 
gallop; sb. rapid gallop XVII; from c. r68o, 
post-Restoration high churchman or Tory, 
nickname based on a caricature of such 
clergymen mounted on the Church of 
England and 'riding tantivy' to Rome. per h. 
intended to repr. the sound of horses 
galloping. 

tantrum tre·ntram outburst of ill-temper. 
XVIII (Foote). Of unkn. origin. 

Taoism ta·ouizm one of the three religions 
of China. XIX. f. Tao te king 'book of 
reason and virtue', in which the system is 
set forth; see -ISM. 

tap1 trep device for drawing liquid from a 
vessel. OE. tmppa = MLG., MDu. tappe 
(Du. tap), OHG. zapho, MHG. zapfe (G. 
zapfen), ON. tappi :-Germ. *tappan. 
Hence tap vb. fit with a tap OE. ; draw 
(liquor) with a tap xv. late OE. tappian = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. tappen, (M)HG. zapfen, 
f. the cogn. sbs. 

tap 2 trep strike lightly. XIII (teppe, AncrR.). 
Either- (O)F. taper or independent imit. 
formation similar to flap, rap, slap. 

tape teip narrow strip of woven fabric. 
OE. treppa or treppe, repr. obscurely by 
ME. tape (Ch.); perh. rei. to OFris. tapia, 
MLG. teppen pluck, tear. 

taper tei·pa.r wax candle OE.; long wick 
coated with wax for use as a spill XIX. OE. 
tapor, -er, -ur- (with dissimilation of p .. p 
tot .. p) L. papyrus, on which the OE. word 
occurs as a gloss ; cf. for the sense Pr. 
pabil, Sp. pdbilo, Pg. pavio wick. Hence 
ta·per adj. becoming continuously nar
rower in one direction xv; whence ta·per 
vb. XVI. 

tapestry tre·plstri decorated textile fabric. 
xv. alt. of i'tapisery, i'tapecery (xv)- (O)F. 
tapisserie, f. tapissier tapestry-worker, or 
tapisser cover with carpet, f. tapis carpet, 
OF., Pr. tapiz :-Rom. *tappetium, for late 
L. tapetium- Gr. taphion, dim. of tdpes, 
-et- tapestry. 

tapioca trepiou·ka prepared flour of the 
cassava. XVIII (tipioca). - Tupi-Guarani 
tipioca, f. tipi residue, dregs + ok, og squeeze 
out; the present form is due to F., Sp., Pg. 

tapir tei·p;J.I swine-like animal of tropical 
America. XVIII (Goldsmith). - Tupi tapira. 

tapis tre·pi phr. on the t. (xvn), partial tr. 
F. sur le t. 'on the table-cloth', under dis
cussion; see TAPESTRY. 

tappal tap5·l (Anglo-Ind.) transmission of 
letters, etc. by relays of runners. xvm. Of 
unkn. origin. 

tapster tre·psta.r twoman who draws 
liquor OE. ; man who does this XVI(? xv). 
OE. treppestre, orig. fern. of treppere, agent
noun of tappian TAP1 ; see -STER. 

tar1 tii.I dark thick liquid distilled from 
wood or coal. OE. teru, teoru, corr. to 

TARE 

MLG. ter(e) (LG. teer, whence Du., G. 
teer), MDu. tar, ter(re), ON. tjara :-Germ. 
*terw- (cf. OE. tyrwe, "'tierwe :- *terwjon), 
gen. held to be f. *trew- (IE. "'drew-) TREE, 
the primary application having been to the 
black oily liquid produced by trees such as 
pines; cf. Lith. derva pine-wood, tar, Lett. 
darva tar, ON. tyrlvior pine-wood; Finn. 
terva tar is- Germ. Hence ta·rrY1• XVI. 

tar 2 tii.I (colloq.) sailor. xvn (also Jack Tar 
XVIII); short for TARPAULI:<r. 

taradiddle tre·r;Jdidl petty falsehood. 
xvrn (Grose). 

tarantass trerantre·s 4-wheeled Russian 
travelling carriage. XIX. -Russ. tarantds. 

tarantella trerante-la rapid whirling S. 
Italian dance. XVIII. -It. tarantella 
(whence F. tarentelle), dim. formation on 
Taranto name of a town in Apulia, Italy (the 
ancient Tarentum). The dance was popu
larly supposed to be a remedy for tara·n
tiSM hysterical malady characterized by an 
impulse to dance (xvn) - modL. taran
tismus (cf. It. tarantismo, F. tarentisme), f. 
Tarantum, Taranto; the malady itself was 
pop. attributed to the bite of the tarantula. 

tarantula tarre·ntjub large wolf-spider of 
S. Europe. xvr. - medL. tarantula- It. 
tarantola (whence F. tarentule), f. Taranto 
(see prec.), where it is commonly found. 

taratantara treratre·ntara word supposed 
to be imit. of the sound of a trumpet or bugle. 
XVI. prob. after L. (Ennius) and It. tara
tantara ; cf. medL. taratantarum sifting
machine; taratantara clapper, rattle. 

taraxacum t;:,rre·ks;:,k;:,m (drug prepared 
from) dandelion Leontodon Taraxacum. 
XVIII. - medL. tamxacum - Arab. tar(a)kh
shaqoq- Pers. talkh chakok 'bitter herb'. 

tarboosh tii.rbii·J Mohammedan fez. xvnr. 
-Egyptian Arab. tarbiish. 

tardigrade ta·.rdigreid slow-paced XVII; 
(zoo!.) belonging to the family comprising the 
sloths XVIII. - F. tardigrade or L. tardigradus 
(inn. pl. Tardigrada as the name of an order), 
f. tardus slow+-gradus stepping, walking; 
see TARDY, GRADE. 

tardy ta·.rdi slow xv (Caxton); late, behind
hand XVII (Milton). Late ME. tardij, -ive 
- (O)F tardij, -ive = Pr. tardiu, Sp. tardio, 
It. tardivo, Rum. tdrzi!l :-CRom. *tardivu-s, 
f. tardus slow; see -IVE, -Y1• Cf. HASTY. 

tare1 tea.r (seed of) vetch; in versions of the 
Bible (Matt. xiii 25) rendering L. zizania, 
Gr. zizdnia injurious weed among com, 
darnel, cockle. XIV (\Vycl. Bible, later ver
sion). Of unkn. origin; MDu. tarzve, terwe 
wheat (rei. to Lith. dirva wheat-field) has 
been compared. 

tare• te;:,.r weight of the wrapping, recep
tacle, or conveyance containing goods. xv. 
-F. tare waste in goods, deficiency, also as 
in Eng. = Pr., Sp., It. tara- medL. tara 
-Arab. tarf:zah what is thrown away, f, 
tara[za reject. 
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TARGE 

targe tii.rd3 (arch.) shield. XIII (RGlouc.). 
- (O)F. targe = Pr. targua, It. targa, of 
Germ. origin as repr. by OE. targa, targe, 
ON. targa shield, OHG. zarga, (M)HG. 
zarge edging, border. 

target tii·.Igit (hist.) light round shield XIV 
C:vlaund.); marked with concentric circles 
to be used as a butt XVIII. dim. of TARGE 
(see -ET), but of obscure history; the earliest 
forms in -get are ambiguous ; they were 
succeeded by forms in -gat, -guet; these 
follow respectively OF. target(t)e and 
targuet(t)e (cf. It. targhetta). 

tar gum tii' .Ig<Jm Aramaic translation or 
paraphrase of portions of the O.T. xvr. 
- Chaldee targum interpretation, f. targem 
interpret; see DRAGOMAN. 

tariff tre·rif tarithmetical table; schedule 
or system of the rates of customs, item of 
this XVI ; gen. classified list of charges XVIII. 
-F. tarif- It. tarijfa, Sp. tarija- Turk. 
ta'rija- Arab. ta'rif, f. 'arafa notify, make 
known. 

tarlatan tii·.Il<Jt:m kind of thin muslin. 
XVIII (tarn-)- F. tarlatane, alt. of tarnatane. 

tarmac tii·.rmrek (xx:) registered trademark 
of a kind of tar MACADAM (XIX) road material 
of broken stone with a binder of tar. 

tarn tam small mountain lake. XIV. Late 
ME. terne, tarne- ON. *tarnu (tjorn, tjQrn, 
Sw. dial. tjiirn, tiirn, :;\Jorw. tjtirn, Da. 
tjern). 

tarnation trunei·J;,n damnable, -bly. XVIII. 
var. of darnation, euph. var. of DA;>;IC\!ATION; 
assoc. with tarnal (XVIII), aphetic of eternal, 
used as an expression of execration. 

tarnish tii·miJ dim. the lustre of. xvr. 
- F. terniss-, extended stem (see -ISH 2) of 
temir ( ~ It. ternire in Florio 1598, but not 
elsewhere), whence terne dim, dull, of unkn. 
origin; the change of -er- to -ar- is un
paralleled at this date. 

taro tii·rou, tre·rou food plant, Colocasia 
antiquorum. XVIII (Cook). Native Poly
nesian name. 

tarot tre·rou one of a set of playing-cards. 
xvr. -F. tarot- It. tarocco (pl. -chi), of 
unkn. origin. 

tarpaulin tii.Ip5·lin (sheet of) tarred 
canvas XVII (-ing, B. Jonson); nickname 
for a sailor xvn (also ttarpaulian); cf. TAR. 
Of unkn. origin; presumed to be f. TAR+ 
PALL1+-ING1. 

tarpon tii·.Ip;m 
!anticus. XVII. 
origin. 

jew-fish, Megalops at
- Du. tarpoen, of unkn. 

tarragon tre·r;;,g<Jn composite plant Arte
misia Dracunculus. xvr. Given first as 
repr. medL. tragonia and tarchon, the latter 
of which goes back to medGr. tarklu'Jn, 
which may be an Arab. deformation of Gr. 
drdkOn. 

TASSEL 

tarry tre·ri (now literary in Great Britain) 
tdelay, retard XIV (R. Mannyng); delay, 
linger XIV. In earliest use identical in form 
with lYlE. tary vex, harass, repr. OE. *trergan, 
tergan, and OF. tarier, of unkn. origin; but 
the sense is against identity; for Sc. var. 
farrow delay, hesitate, cf. harrow beside 
harry. 

tarsia tii·.Isi<J mosaic inlaid wood. xvn. 
- It. tarsia, of unkn. origin. 

tarsus tii·.rs<ls (anat.) posterior parts of the 
foot. XVII. modL.- Gr. tars6s flat of the 
foot, comb. form tars(o)-. 

tart1 tii.rt piece of pastry (now open) with 
fruit or jam filling. xrv (Tartes of Turky). -
OF. tarte (med.L tarta XII), of unkn. origin. 

tart 2 tii.It sharp to the taste xrv (Ch.; 
meaning doubtful) ; sharp or biting in tone 
XVII. OE. teart 'acerrimus', 'asperrimus', 
teartlice 'acriter', teartness 'acerbitas'. 

tartan tii·.rt;m (orig. Sc.) woollen cloth 
woven in stripes crossing at right angles. 
XVI. perh.- OF. tertaine, var. of tiretaine 
cloth half wool, half linen or cotton, of 
unkn. origin. 

tartar tii·.rt;,.r bitartrate of potash adhering 
as a crust to the sides of wine casks. XIV 
(tartre Ch., tartar Trevisa). - medL. 
tartarum- medGr. tdrtaron, ofunkn. origin; 
cf. modF. tartl'e, Sp., It. tartaro. So tar
tarrc tii.Itre·rik. XVIII. - F. or modL. 

Tartar tii·.It;;,.r native inhabitant of the 
region of Central Asia extending eastward 
from the Caspian Sea. XIV (Tartre, Ch.). 
- (O)F. Tartare or medL. Tartarus; var. 
Tatar tii·tlir XVII; widely current in 
Europe and the East. So TartariAN 
-E;J·ri<ln. XIV (-ien, Maund.). -OF. tar
tarien. Tartaric -re·rik. xrx. 

Tartarus tii·.rt;Jr<ls infernal regions of Gr. 
and Roman mythology. xvr. L. - Gr. 
1'drtaros. So TartarEAN tii.ItE<J·ri<ln, 
t-EOUS, XVII. 

tartrate tii·.Itreit (chem.) salt of tartaric 
acid. XVIII. -F. tartrate, f. tartre TARTAR; 
see -ATE 2

• So ta·rtr(o)- in names of com
pounds derived from tartaric acid. 

Tartuffe tiiJtA·f, -tu·f hypocritical pre
tender to religion, etc. XVII. Gen. use of 
name of the principal character in Moliere's 
comedy so entitled (1664), taken from It. 
Tartufo, a use of tartuffo truffle, as a con
cealed production. 

task task piece of work imposed or under
taken XIII (Cursor M.); ttax, tribute XIV. 
- ONF. tasque, var. of OF. tasche (mod. 
tdche) - medL. tasca, alt. of taxa, f. L. 
ta.'l:iire TAX. 

tass tres cup, small goblet. xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F. tasse = Pr. tassa, Sp. taza, It. 
tazza- Arab. tass, ,tassah basin- Pers. tast. 

tassel tre·sl tcJasp, fibula XIII (Cursor M.), 
pendent ornament consisting of a knob 
with fringe attached XIV. -OF. tas(s)el, of 
unkn. origin; AL. tassellus (xu). 



TASTE 

taste teist texamine by touch, try, test; 
experience or try the flavour of XIII; have 
a particular flavour XVI. -OF. taster (mod. 
tater) touch, feel, try, taste = Pr., OSp. 
tastm·, It. tastare :-Rom. *'tastare, sup
posed to be blend of L. tangere touch (cf. 
TACT) and gustdre taste (cf. GUSTO). So sb. 
-OF. tast, f. the vb. Hence tastY1 

pleasant to taste. XVI (in untasty). 
tat see TIT3• 

ta-ta tre·tii infantile expression for good
bye. XIX (tar, tar, Dickens). Hence sb, 
tre·tii in go ta-ta's or for a ta-ta go for a walk. 

Tatar see TARTAR. 
tatter tre·t:}l (chiefly pl.) irregularly tom 

piece. First recorded in · tatarzvagges 
(c.1400), but implied in earlier tattered orig. 
tclothed in slashed garments (tatird Rolle, 
tatrid Wyclif), tatering slashing of garments 
(Wyclif). -ON. *'taturr (Ice!. toturr, Norw. 
dial. totra), pl. tptrar rags, rei. to OE. 
t<Ettec rag, and prob. further to OHG. 
zmter rag; cf. deriv. OF. taterele ('Aucassin 
et Nicolete' vi). 

tatterdemalian tre·t:}Jdimei ·li;m ragged 
fellow. XVII (Dekker, B. Jonson). f. TATTER 
or tattered (see prec.) + an obscure el.; in 
early use often -allian, -allion. 

tatting tre·til) kind of knotted lace work. 
XIX. Of unkn. origin; but cf. Sc. tate tuft, 
tatty matted (xvi). 

tattle tre·tl tfalter, stammer xv (Caxton); 
talk idly or without reticence XVI. - MFlem. 
tatelen, parallel to the more usual MFlem., 
MDu., MLG. tateren; of imit. origin; see 
-LE 3• Cf. TITTLE-TATTLE. 

tattoo1 tretu· signal by beat of drum, etc., 
for soldiers to return to quarters XVII; 
military entertainment based on an elabora
tion of this XVIII. orig. tap-too, -tow- -
Du. taptoe (whence also Sw. tapto, Russ. 
taptd), f. tap TAP1 + toe, for doe toe 'do 
to', shut; the primary application seems 
to have been to a signal for the turning off 
of the taps of barrels of drink at the end of 
the day; cf. synon. G. zapfenstreich, LG. 
tappenslag lit. 'tap-blow'. 

tattoo• tretu· designs on the skin made by 
puncturing it and inserting pigments. 
XVIII (tattow). Of Polynesian origin; in 
Tahiti, Samoa, Tonga tatau, in Marquesa 
ta-tu. 

tau t5 name of the Gr. and the Semitic 
letter T; mark or figure of this shape, St. 
Anthony's cross. XIII (Cursor 1\ti.). 

taube tau·b:} type of monoplane employed 
by Germany in the war of 1914-18. G., 
pigeon; cf. DOVE. 

taunt1 t5nt tin phr. taunt pour (or for) 
taunt tit for tat in reply; tsmart rejoinder, 
witty jibe; scornful reproach or challenge 
XVI. orig. -F. phr. tant pour tant 'so much 
for so much', like for like (L. tantum, n. of 
tantus so great, rei. to tam so). Hence 

TAX 

taunt vb. tanswer back; reproach scorn
fully. XVI. 

taunt2 t5nt thaughty, (dial.) pert xv; 
(naut.) tall, of masts and rigging XVI. 
pro b. aphetic of ataunt tas much as possible, 
in full (xiv), with all rigging in use, in full 
sail (xvn)- (O)F. autant as much, f. tal, 
var. of tel one more :- Rom. "'alid, for L. 
aliud, n. of a/ius other (cf. ELSE)+tant (see 
prec.); but the development is obscure. 

tauromachy t5ro·m;:,ki bull-fighting, bull
fight. XIX (Thackeray). -Gr. tauromakhia, 
f. tauros bull +mdkhe fighting; see -Y3

• 

taut t5t ttense, distended XIV; tightly 
drawn xvn. For .earlier taught, alt. (cf. 
daughter) of tought, ME. touht, to:;t, 
prob: identical ·with the common var. 
tought of TOUGH, with the sense influenced 
by assoc. with to'}-, pp. stem of tee, OE. 
teon draw, pull (see TUG). 

tautology t5to·l;:,d3i repetition of the same 
word or phrase or of the same idea in other 
words. XVI. - late L. tautologia - Gr. 
tautologla, f. tautol6gos repeating what has 
been said (whence tauto·logous XVIII), 
f. taut6 the same+-logos saying; see -LOGY. 

tavern trev·;:,Jn house for the sale of drink. 
XIII. - (O)F. taverne = Pr., It. taverna:
L. taberna (for the suffix cf. CAVERN, 
CISTERN). So ta·verner (arch.) tavern
keeper. XIV- (O)F. tavernier; cf. L. taber
niirius; see -ER1• Survives in the surname 
Taverner, beside Tabberner. 

taw1 t5 prepare or dress (raw material), 
spec. in the conversion of skins into leather. 
OE. tawian rei. to OS. ti5gean, MLG., 
MDu. touwen, OHG. zouwen, ON. (pt.) 
tazvido, Goth. taujan :- CGerm. *'tawojan, 
*'taufan do, make, prepare. 

taw• t5 large choice or fancy marble. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

tawdry t5·dri tshort for t. lace xvn 
(Drayton); cheap and pretentious finery; 
hence adj. of the nature of this XVII. orig. 
in Seynt Audries lace, tawdrie lace (xv1) 
'lace' or necktie such as was sold at St 
Audrey's fair in remembrance of St Audrey, 
i.e. Etheldrida, or JEpeljJryjJ (daughter of 
Anna, king of East Anglia, and patron saint 
of Ely), who died of a tumour in the throat 
which she regarded as a just retribution for 
her youthful fondness for splendid neck
laces. t]J For the metathesis of t of Saint 
cf. Tooley (Street) from St Olave's. 

tawny t5·ni brown with a preponderance 
of yellow or orange. XIV (PPI.)- AN. taune, 
OF. tane (cf. AL. taunatus XIII) dark like 
tan, f. tan TAN. Cf. TEN:-;oE, -Y6 • 

taws( e) t5z (chiefly Sc.) whip for a spinning 
top ; leather thong used for chastisement. 
xvr. pl. of taw tawed leather, thong, f. TAw1• 

tax treks determine the amount of (a fine, 
etc.) XIII; impose a tax on XIV; censure, 
take to task XVI. - (O)F. taxer - L. taxcire 



TAXI 

(whence also OF. tausser, Sp. tasar, It. tas
sare), perh. Gr. tdssein (see next). Hence 
tax sb. compulsory contribution. X!V; cf. F. 
tO-'>:e (xv), medL. taxa. So taXA·TIO~. xrv. 
- (O)F.- L. 

taxi tre·ksi short (xx) for taxi-cab, which 
is for taximeter cab cab fitted with a 
taximeter treksi·mit;JJ (xrx) automatic 
contrivance to indicate distance traversed 
and fare due - F. taximetre, f. taxe tariff 
(TAx)+-metre -METER (so It. tassametro); 
slightly earlier taxameter, after G. (earlier 
still, c.187s, taxanom), with assim. to Gr. 
tdxis. Hence vb. travel by t. ; (of aircraft) run 
along the ground before taking off or after 
alighting xx. 

taxidermy tre·ksid;}:Jmi preserving and 
mounting skins of animals. XIX. f. Gr. 
tdxis arrangement (rei to trissein order, fi.x) 
+derma skin (cf. TEAR 2); see -Y3 • Hence 
ta·xidermrsT. XIX. 

taxonomy trekso·n;,mi scientific classifica
tion. xrx. -F. taxonomie (de Candolle, 
1813), irreg. f. Gr. tdxis; see prec. and 
-NOMY. 

taxwax tre·kswreks XVIII, ta·xywa·xy xrx. 
See PAXWAX. 

tazza tre·tsa shallow ornamental bowl. 
XIX. It,, see TASS. 

T.B. tibi· colloq. abbrev. of tubercle 
bacillus, pop. of tuberculosis. 

tcha(h) tfa repr. an excl. expressing im
patience, dissent, etc. xrx (Dickens). Also 
tchu(h). xrx (Geo. Eliot). 

tchick tfik click made with the tongue 
against the palate. xrx (Scott). imit. Also 
tck XIX (Kipling). 

tea ti (leaves of) a plant, Thea chinensis, 
Camellia theifera, from which a beverage is 
made XVII ; the beverage itself. Early 
forms also tay, tey, repr. the pronunc. te, 
tei, still in dial. use, prob. immed. - Du. 
tee - Chinese (Amoy) t'e, in Mandarin 
dial. ch'a, whence earlier cha, chaa, 
chia (xvr). Cf. F. the, Sp. te, It. te, G. tthee, 
tee. 

teach titf pt., pp. taught t5t tshow; 
show by way of information or instruction. 
OE. tfecan (pt. trehte, Nhb. ttihte):- *taikjan, 
rei. to ttice11 TOKEN. The north. type of pt. 
prevailed; teached survived dial. as repr. of 
ME. tee/zed (xm, Cursor M.). 

Teague tig (former) nickname of an Irish
man. XVII. Generalized use of Ir. Tadhg 
teg, tfg, identified with Thaddeus, and the 
var. Thady. 

teak tik (wood of) large E. Indian tree, 
Tectona grandis. XVII (Fryer). - Pg. teca 
- Malayalam tekka. 

TECTONIC 

team tim A. tchild-bearing, toffspring, 
(dial.) family, brood OE.; B. set of draught 
animals OE. ; number of persons in con
certed action xvr; tC. (leg.) vouching to 
warranty OE.; D. (dial., after ON. taumr) 
chain for yoking draught animals XIV. 
OE. team = OFris. tam bridle, progeny, 
OS. tom, OHG. zoum!(G. zaum), ON. taumr 
bridle, rein:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *tau
maz, prob. for *taugmaz, f. *faux
draw, rei. to L. diicere (see DUCT). Hence 
tea·mSTER. orig. U.S. XVIII. 

teapoy ti·poi three-legged stand. xrx. 
Hindi, f. tin, in comb. tir three+Pers. pal 
FOOT. 

tear1 ti<JJ drop of fluid shed by the eye. 
OE. tear (contr. of *teaxor), OKhb. tehher, 
Ueher (in MSc. techyr) = OFris. tar, OHG. 
zah(h)ar (G. ziihre, orig. pl.), ON. tdr, 
Goth. tagr :-IE. *dakm-, repr. also by OL. 
dacruma (L. lacruma, -ima; cf. LACHRY
MOSE), Gr. ddkru, \V. deigr, Ir. der. 

tear• tr<JJ pt. tore t5:u, pp. torn t5Jn 
pull asunder by force. OE. teran, pt. tmr, 
pp. toren = OS. terian, MLG., (M)Du. 
teren, OHG. zeran (G. zehren) destroy, con
sume, Goth. dis!tairan; the IE. base *der- is 
repr. by Gr. dhein flay, Skr. ¢r1Jdti. 

tease tiz A. separate the fibres of (wool, 
etc.) OE,; B. irritate by persistent action 
XVII. OE. ti£san = (M)LG., MDu. tezen 
(Du. teezen), OHG. zeisan (G. dial. 
zeisen) :- WGerm. *taisjan (*taisan); cf. 
(dial.) tose, toze (xm), repr. OE. *tiisian 
:- *taisofan. tJf For the trans£. meaning 
cf. HECKLE. 

teasel, teazle ti·zl plant of the genus Di
psacus ; the prickly flower heads of which 
are used for teasing cloth OE., ti£s(e)l 
OHG. zeisala (MHG zeisel), f. base of 
*'taisan TEASE; see -EL\ -LE1• 

teat tit nipple of breast or udder. XIII. 
ME. tete- OF. tete (later and mod. tette) 
= Pr., Sp. teta, It. tetta, prob. of Germ. 
origin (see TIT1 which it rep!. in the stan
dard lang.). 

tee tek (sl.) short for DETECTIVE. XIX. 

technic te·knik, te·chnicAL pert. to art or 
an art. XVII. - L. technicus (Quintilian) 
- Gr. tekhnik6s, f. tekhne art, craft, prob. 
f. IE. *tek- shape, construct ( cf. TECTO~Ic); 
see -Ic, -!CAL. So technique tekni·k 
mannerofartisticexecution. xrx(Colcridge). 
-F., sb. use of adj. - L. technicus. 
techno·LOGY scientific study of the arts; 
technical terminology. XVII. - modL. 
*technologia - Gr. tekhnologiii. techno
lo·grcAL. XVII. - modL. technologicus. 

tectonic tekto·nik pert. to building or 
teal til freshwater fowl Querquedula construction. XVII. -lateL. tectonicus- Gr. 

crecca. XIV. rei. to MLG. telink, MDu. tektonik6s, f. tekton-, tekt6n carpenter, perh. 
teling, teiling (Du. teling); ult. origin unkn. rei. to L. texere (see TEXT). 
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TED 

ted ted (dial.) spread out for drying, 
scatter. xv.- ON. teoja, pt. tadda, rei. to 
tad dung, toddi small piece (see TOD 2), 

OHG. (G. dial) zetten spread. 

teddy te·di pet-form (see -Y6) of Edward, 
Edmund, Theodore; te·ddy BEAR\ stuffed 
figure of a bear, with ref. to Theodore 
Roosevelt, president of U.S.A. I90I-9. 
te·ddy BOY, with ref. to Edward VII of 
England (I90I-Io), the style of costume of 
whose reign is imitated by the boys so 
named. 

Te Deum ti di-;~m opening words of the 
canticle beginning Te Deum laudamus 
'Thee God we praise', recited at matins in 
the Western Church. XIV (Ch.). 

tedious ti·di:~s, -j:~s 'wearisome by con
tinuance' (J.). xv (Lydg.). -OF. tedieus or 
late L. t;;ediosus, f. L. t<>"!dium (whence 
te·dium XVII) weariness, disgust, f. tmdiire 
be wearisome; see -rous. 

tee1 ti letter T or T -shaped object. xv. 

tee• ti starting-place at golf. XVIII. Clipped 
form of earlier tteaz (xvn), of unkn. origin. 

tee3 ti mark on the ice at curling. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin; perh. identical with TEE1 . 

tee-hee see TEHEE. 

teem tim tbring forth OE.; be prolific, 
abound with XVI. OE. tiiman (\VS. tieman) 
:- *taumjan, f. Germ. *taumaz TEAM. 

teen tin tinjury, hurt OE.; (dial.) spite, 
malice XII; (arch.) affliction, grief XIII. 
OE. tiiona = OFris. tiona, tiuna, OS. tiono, 
and OE. tiion = ON. tj6n, Gr. due mis
fortune, misery, Skr. duniJti. 

-teen tin (str. or unstr. ace. to position) OE. 
*-tiene, -tiine, -tyne = OFris. -ten(e), -tine, 
OS. -tein, OHG. -zehan, Goth. -taihun (Du. 
-tien, G. -zehn), inflected form of TEN added 
to cardinals from three to nine. Based on these 
are the ordinals in -teenTH 2 tinp, ME. -ten];e, 
alt. (by assim. to TEN) of -tej;e, OE. -teoj;a, 
-teogoj;a, corr. to OFris. -tinda, OHG. 
-zehanto (Du. -tiende, G. -zehnte), ON. 
-tdndi. tee·nAGE, -agERl. XX. 

teeny ti·ni expressive alt. of TINY (cf. 
leetle for little). XIX. Also teeny-weeny. 

teethe til) cut teeth. xv. f. teeth, pl. of 
TOOTH. 

teetotal titou ·t:~l pert. to total abstinence. 
XIX. Said to have been first used by one 
Richard Turner, of Preston, Lancashire, 
about September 1833, in a speech advo
cating total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors, in preference to abstinence from 
ardent spirits only. Perh. based on tee
totally adv., a strengthened form of totally 
(quasi T-totally), which is recorded from 
U.S. in 1832. 

teetotum titou·t:~m top with four sides 
lettered to decide the spinner's luck. xvm. 
orig. T totum, formed by prefixing to L. 

TELE-

tatum all, the whole, its initial T, which 
stood on one of the four sides, the other 
letters .A, D, N, standing for L. aujer, 
depone, nihil. Earlier ttotum XVII (cf. F. 
ttotum, now toton). 

teg teg sheep (formerly ewe) in its second 
year. XVI. ME. *tegge, *tagge in place
names repr. OE. *tegga, *tagga, parallel to 
OSw. tal~ka, Sw. tacka ewe. In the forma
tion cf. earwig, thaysugge hedge-sparrow, 
pig, stag. 

tegument te·gjument covering, envelope. 
xv. - L. tegumentum, f. tegere cover; see 
THATCH, -ME:-IT, and cf. INTEGUMENT. 

tehee tihi· repr. light (derisive) laughter. 
XIV (Ch.); earlier in gerund ttihing. 

teichopsia taik<>·psi:~ (path.) temporary 
blindness accompanying ophthalmic head
ache. XIX. modL., f. Gr. teiklzos wall+ 6j.>sis 
sight+ -IA 1 ; a frequent symptom is an appear
ance as of battlements. 

teil til linden tree. XVI (teyle). -OF. teil, 
var. of til = Pr. telh, It. tiglio :- Rom. 
*tiliurn, for L. tilia linden tree, F. teille, 
title linden-bast. 

tela:sthesia telespi·sia perception at a 
distance. XIX. modL. (Myers, 1882), f. 
Gr. tele TELE- + aisthiisis perception (see 
lESTHETIC, -IA1). 

tele- te·li, tile· before a vowel prop. tel-, 
but more often in the full form, repr. Gr. 
tiile-, comb. form of tele afar, far off (rei. 
to telos end). comp.: telegraph tdigrilf 
tsemaphore, signalling apparatus; ap
paratus for conveying a message to a 
distance by electricity xvm. - F. tete• 
graphe, suggested in 1792 by Miot de 
Melito instead of the inventor Chappe's 
own term, taclzygraphe, and accepted by 
him. Hence te·leGRAM message so sent 
XIX, tele·GRAPHY XVIII, teleGRA·PHIC XVIII. 
telemeter tile·mit:~J instrument for 
determining the distance of objects XIX. 
telepathy tile·p:~pi communication from 
mind to mind without aid of the senses 
(Myers, 1882). Gr. -patheiii feeling, per
ception, rei. to pathein suffer, PATHOS. 
telephone te·lifoun apparatus for trans
mitting sounds to a distant hearer XIX; 
hence telephoniC -f<>·nik, telephoniST 
tile·f:~nist; the formation is first exemplified 
in G. telephon (1796); te·lePRINTER a type
printing telegraph XX; telescoPE te·li
skoup optical instrument for making distant 
objects appear nearer and larger. XVII (the 
It. form was used by Boyle). - It. telescopio 
(Galilei) or modL. telescopium (Porta); 
hence vb. (orig. U.S. XIX) cause to move 
into another object or collapse like the 
sliding parts of a telescope. telescopic 
-slw·pik XVIII, t-sco·piCAL XVII. tele• 
VI·SION (now usu. te·li-) system of projecting 
a distant scene or action on a screen by 
means of photo-electrical and wireless 
processes XX; Telex te·leks system of 



TELEGA 

telegraphy in which printed signals or mes
sages are exchanged by teleprinters con
nected to the public telecommunication 
network, f. teleprinter+ exchange XX. 

telega telei·ga four-wheeled Russian cart. 
XVI. Russ. telega. 

teleo- te·liou, teli;J· before a vowel tele-, 
repr. teleo-, comb. form of Gr. teleos (-eios) 
perfect, complete, f. telos end, as in teleo·
LOGY doctrine of final causes. XVIII. 
- modL. teleologia (Wolf 1728). b. Applied 
in scientific terms to features exhibiting 
full development. 

tell tel pt., pp. told tould. A. mention in 
order, narrate OE. ; B. make knovm, de
clare; inform; relate OE.; (arch., exc. in 
all told, untold wealth, tell one's beads), 
mention numerically, count OE.; be of 
account (e.g. in telling ppl. adj.) xvn. OE. 
tellan, pt. tealde, pp. geteald = OFris. talia, 
tella, OS. tellian, (M)LG., (M)Du. tellen, 
OHG. :;:ellen (zalta, gizalt), G. zdhlen 
reckon, count ( cf. er:?!dhlen recount, relate), 
ON. telja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *ta!Jan, 
f. •talO TALE. Hence te·11ER1 one who 
relates XIII ; one who keeps tally xv; one 
selected to count votes XVII. 

tellurium telju:l·ri:lm (min.) one of the 
rarer elements. XVIII. modL., named by 
Klaproth 1798; f. L. tellur-, te!His earth+ 
-IUM, in contrast to his own discovery 
URANIUM. 

telpher te·lf:!I travelling unit in a system 
of te·lpherAGE, transport effected auto
matically by electricity. XIX (F. Jenkin). 
contr. form of *telephore, f. Gr. tele TELE-+ 
-pharos bearing (plufrein BEAR2

). 

telson te·ls:!n (zoo!.) last segment of some 
crustaceans, etc. XIX. - Gr. telson limit. 

Telugu te·lugii name of a Dravidian people 
and their language, spoken on the Coro
mandel coast north of Madras. xvm. Of 
unkn. origin ; called also Tenugu, which 
native pundits explain as 'mellifluous' and 
derive from tene honey. The Tamil name is 
Vaifugu 'the Northern', whence older Pg. 
Badages and older G. Waruga. 

temerarious tem;ui::l·ri:ls unreasonably 
bold or venturous. XVI. f. L. temeriirius 
fortuitous, rash, f. temere blindly, rashly, 
orig. instr. abl. of *temus, *temer- darkness 
rei. to tenebrre; see TE:-;EBROUS, -ARIOUS. 
So temeriTY time·riti rashness. xv. - L., 
f. temere; cf. F. temerite. 

temper te·mpa.z tdue mixture of elements 
XIV (Trevisa); chiefly in various senses of 
temperament and temperature from xv ; 
mental balance; frame of mind XVII; (out
burst of) ill humour XIX. f. te·mper vb. 
OE. temprian ( = OS. temperon) tmingle, 
blend; restrain, tregulate OE.; impart due 
hardness, etc. to (steel) XIV (Ch.). - L. 
temperiire mingle, restrain oneself, perh. 
orig. combine in due proportion, and rei. 
to temper-, tempus time, due season (but 

TEMPO 

the conditions are obscure). So tempera 
te·mp;m> painting in distemper. XIX. 
- It. in phr. pingert! a tempera, f. temperare 
- L. temperAMENT te·mparam;)nt tdue 
mixture of elements xv (Lydg.); combina
tion of the four cardinal humours XVII, as 
constituting the natural disposition XIX. 
- L. temperiimentum, f. temperiire. te·D1per
ANCE self-restraint, moderation XIV (Rolle), 
spec. in food and drink XVI. -AN. temper
aunce - L. temperantia. te·mperATE" 
moderate XIV (Trevisa, Wyclif); of the 
zones lying between the torrid and frigid 
XVI (cf. Vitruvius' use of the L.). -L. 
temperiitus, pp. of temperiire. temperatuRE 
te·mpar:!tfu:!.r tmixture; ttemperament 
XVI ; state with regard to heat and cold xvn 
(Boyle). - F. temperature or L. 

. tempest te·mpist violent storm. XIII. 
-OF. tempeste (mod. tempete) and tempest= 
Pr., It. tempesta and Pr. tempest :-Rom. 
*tempesta and *tempestum, for L. tempestiis 
season, weather, storm, f. tempus time, 
season. So tempe·stuous. XVI. - late L. 
tempestuosus; earlier ttempeste(v)ous, -ious, 
after plente( v )ous, etc. ; see PLENTEOT.:S. 

templar te·mpl;l.I A. member of an order 
of knights orig. occupying a building on or 
near the site of the Temple of Solomon at 
Jerusalem XIII; B. barrister of the Inner or 
the Middle Temple, London XVI. -AN. 
templer, (O)F. templier- medL. templiirius 
or templliris, f. ternplum TEMPLE1 ; see -AR. 
Established in x8sx as the designation of 
an organization of total abstainers (the 
Independent Order of Good Templars), 
based on the model of an order of free
masons calling themselves Knights Tem
plars, both orig. in U.S.A. 

temple1 te·mpl sacred edifice. OE. 
temp(e)l (- L. templum), reinforced in ME. 
by (O)F. temple = Pr. temple, Sp. templo, 
It. tempio :- L. templum space marked out 
by an augur for taking observations, broad 
open space, consecrated space, sanctuary, 
prob. rei. to Gr. temenos reserved or sacred 
enclosure, f. base of temnein cut (cf. 
TMESIS, TO:VlE). Formerly designating head
quarters of the Knights Templars (xn) and 
hence (xrv) the name of two inns of cou:rt 
in London, which stand on the site of 
buildings once occupied by them. 

temple• te·mpl flat part of the head b<~
tween forehead and either ear. XIV 
(Rolle). - OF. temple (mod. tempe) = Pr. 
templa, It. tempia :- Rom. *tempula, alt. of 
L. tempora, pl. of tempus. 

temple3 te·mpl weaver's stretcher. xv 
(Cath. Angl.). -F. temple, ult. identical 
with TEMPLE2• 

templet te·mplit plate of timber. XVII 
(Moxon). pro b. f. TEMPLE3 ; see -ET. 

tempo te·mpou (mus.) relative speed or 
rate of movement. xvm. It. :- L. tempus 
time. 
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TEMPORAL 

temporal' te·mp:~r.Jl ttemporary; pert. to 
human life, worldly; secular XIV; (gram., 
pros.) relating to time or tense XVII. - (O)F. 
tempore[ or L. temportilis, f. tempor-, tempus 
time. See -AL1• So temporA·LITY ttem
poral things XIV; material possessions xv. 
- late L. temporii.littis. te·mporalTY2 (pl.) 
temporal things; body of temporal persons 
or laymen. XIV (Trevisa). temporARY 
te·mp:~r.Jri lasting for a limited time. XVI. 
- L. temporarius, f. tempor-, tempus. tem
porizE te·mp:~raiz adopt a course for the 
time. XVI. -F. temporiser pass one's time, 
wait one's time - medL. temporiztire, f. L. 
tempor-, tempus. 

temporal" te·mp:~r:~l pert. to the temples. 
XVI. -late L. temportilis, f. tempora; see 
TEMPLE 2, -AL1• 

tempt temPt test, try (surviving in tempt 
God, fate, fortune, the sea, etc.); try to 
attract, entice XIII. -OF. tempter, learned 
form beside tenter :- L. tempttire handle, 
feel, try the strength of, test, attempt. So 
temptA·TioN. xm. -OF.- L. 

ten ten ro, x. OE. (Anglian) ten(e}, (WS.) 
tien(e) = OFris. tian, tene, tine, OS. tehan 
(Du. tien), OHG. zehan (G. zehn), ON. tiu, 
Goth. taihun :- Germ *texan, beside *texun 
:-IE. *dekrrz, whence also L. decem (cf. 
DECIMAL), Gr. deka, OSl. desrti, Skr. 
ddra, Toch. sak. tenth ten]:> roth. ME. 
tenpe (XII), alt. by assim. to TEN of tethe, 
OE. teogopa (see TITHE, -TH 2); cf. Gr. 
dekatos, OSl. desjiityi. 

tenable te·n:~bl, ti· capable of being held. 
XVI. - (O)F. Unable, f. tenir hold; see TEN
ANT and -ABLE. 

tenace te·n:~s at whist, combination of 
cards controlling the opponent's holding. 
xvu. -F. tenace- Sp. tenaza lit. pincers, 
tongs :- L. tenticia, f. teniix. 

tenacious tinei·J:~s holding together, hold
ing fast, persistent. XVI. f. L. tentici-, tentix, 
f. tenere hold; see next and -rous. So 
tena·ciTY -re·siti XVI. - (O)F. or L. 
tenticitas. 

tenant te·n:~nt one who holds land, esp. of 
a lord ; one who holds on lease for a term. 
XIV. - (O)F. tenant, sb. use of prp. of tenir 
hold- (with change of conjugation) L. 
tenere, rel. to tendere stretch, TEND", with 
which it has the pp. (tentus) in common. 
See -ANT. Hence te·nantRY XIV. 

tench tentJ freshwater fish, Tinea vulgaris. 
XIV. -OF. tenche (mod. tanche) :-late L. 
tinea. 

tend1 tend orig. in various senses of attend 
and intend XIV; now only in gen. use, take 
care of, be in charge of, look after xv. 
Aphetic of ATTEND and tentend, INTEND. 
Hence or aphetic of ATTENDANCE tte·nd
ANCE. XVI. Hence te·nder3 tattendant, 
ministrant xv; boat attending a larger one 
xvn ; car attached to a locomotive XIX ; one 
who has charge of a bar, etc. xrx. Partly 

TENET 

f. attender (xv), partly immed. f. TEND1 + 
-ER1 • 

tend• tend have a disposition to or toward$, 
XIV. - (O)F. tendre :- L. tendere stretch, 
f. IE. *ten- *ton- stretch, extend, for other 
derivs. of Which see TENANT, TENDER\ 
TENET, TENOR, TENSE2, TENT1, TENUOUS, 
TETANUS, THIN, TONE. 

tendency te·ndansi fact or quality of 
tending to something. XVII. - medL. 
tendentia (Bonaventura, Duns Scotus), f. 
L. tendent-, -ens, prp. of tendere TEND 2• 

Also tte·ndence (xvu) - (O)F. tendance. 
See -ENCE, -ENCY. Hence tende·ntiAL -f:~l, 
XIX, tende·ntious -fas xx, having a 
(purposed) tendency; cf. F. tendancieux, 
G. tendenzios. 

tender1 te·nd:~.r easily broken or injured 
XIII (AncrR.); having delicacy of feeling XIII 
(Cursor M.); susceptible to moral or spiri
tual influences XVI. - (O)F. tendre = Pr. 
tenre, tendre, Sp. tierno, Pg. tenro, It. tenero 
:- L. tener-, tener tender, delicate, f. *ten
(see TEND2). 

tender1 ta·nd:~.r offer for acceptance. XVI. 
- (O)F. tendre :- L. tendere stretch, hold 
forth (cf. TEND 2). '1 For the unusual 
retention of the inf. ending cf. RENDER. 
Hence sb. formal offer XVI. 

tendon te·nd:~n cord of tissue teffilinating 
a muscle XVI. - F. tendon or medL. 
tendo(n-) ; f. L. tend ere, tr. Gr. tenon sinew 
(whence late L. tenon), sb. use of aorist pple. 
of teinein stretch, TEND 2• Hence te·ndonous 
XVI, superseded by te·ndinous, based on 
modL. tendin- (cf. It. tendine), which repl. 
tendon-, on the model of L. words in -do, 
-din-. 

tendril te·ndril slender (often spiral) 
thread-like appendage of a plant. XVI. 
prob. alt., after F. dim. ttendrillon, of 
ttendron young shoot, (pl.) cartilages of the 
ribs (XIV)- (O)F. tendron, earlier tendrun 
tender part or shoot, cartilage = It. 
tenerume shoots :- Rom. *tenerfimen shoots, 
f. L. tener TENDER1• 

tenebr~ te·nibri Holy 'Veek devotion 
(matins and lauds) at which candles lighted 
at the beginning are successively put out. 
XVII. L (pl.), parallel to Skr. tdma/.z, g. 
tdmasal;z, Lith. tamsa, Lett. timsa darkness, 
and referred to *temasrti and cogn. with 
Skr., Baltic, and Celtic forms. 

tenement te·nim:~nt ttenure; holding XIV; 
dwelling-place xv. -OF. tenement (mod. 
tenement) - medL. tenementum, f. L. tenere 
hold (see TENANT)-)--mentum -MENT. 

tenet te·nit doctrine held by a person or 
party. xvu. - L. tenet (he) holds, 3rd pres. 
sg. of tenere hold (see TEND 2); superseded 
earlier ttenent (xvi) - L. tenent (they) hold, 
which became obs. during xvm. q For 
parallel uses of similar forms cf. caret, 
habitat, incipit. 



TENNE 

tenne te·ni (her.) tawny. XVI. - obs. F. 
tenne, var. of tanne TAWNY. 

tenner te·n;,.t (colloq.) £ro note. f. 
TEN+-ER1

• 

tennis te·nis ball game played with rackets 
in a walled court XIV; short for lawn t., 
earlier field t. XIX. Late ME. tenetz (Gower), 
teneys, tenes, tenyse, usu. taken to be- (O)F. 
tenez, imper. of tenir hold, take, presum
ably the server's call to his opponent used 
as name of the game, which is recorded 
(XIV) as tenes, being intoduced into Italy by 
French knights early in the year 1325. 

tenon te·n;,n piece fitting into a mortise. 
xv. - F. tenon, f. tenir ( :- L. tenere hold ; 
cf. TENANT)+-on :- L. -on-. 

tenor te·n;,.t A. general sense of a dis
course, etc. XIII (Cursor M.); continuous 
progress XIV (Trevisa); tquality, condition 
XVI; B. (mus.) voice or part between alto 
and bass XIV. ME. tenur, -our- AN. tenur, 
OF. tenour (mod. teneur course, import), 
carr. to Sp. ienor, It. tenore- L. tenorem, 
tenor continuous course, substance, import 
of a law, etc., f. tenere hold; see TEXANT, 
-OR2 • Sense B was in OF. tenor (mod. 
tenor)- It. tenore and medL. tenor (to which 
the Eng. word in all senses has been con
formed); the musical sense ('holding or 
continuous part') is due to the allotting of 
the melody to that part. 

tense1 tens ttime; (gram.) form of a verb 
indicating time XIV. -OF. tens (mod. 
temps) = Pr. temps, Sp. tiempo, It. tempo 
:- L. tempus time (cf. TEMPORAL). 

tense 2 tens drawn tight XVII; highly strung 
XIX. - L. tensus, pp. of tendere stretch, 
TEND 2• So te·nSILE ductile XVII (Bacon); 
pert. to tension XIX. - medL. tensiON 
te·nJ;,n condition of being stretched or 
strained. XVI. -F. tension or L. tensio(n-), 
f. pp. of tendere. 

tensoR1 te·ns5.r (anat.) muscle that tightens 
some part XVIII; (math.) in quaternions XIX. 
-modL. 

tent1 tent portable shelter of canvas, etc. 
XIII (RGlouc.). - (O)F. tente :-Rom. *tenta 
n.pl. used as fern of *tentum, for L. ten
torium tent, f. tent-, pp. stem pf tendere 
stretch, TEND 2, based on the use of phr. 
pelles tendere stretch out skins, in the sense 
'pitch tents', 'be encamped'; cf. Pr., It. 
tenda, Sp. tienda tent, awning, shop, Rum. 
tindd forecourt, vestibule :- Rom. *tenda. 
Hence tent vb., te·ntED1 pp. XVII (Sh.). 

tent 2 tent tprobe; roll of material for 
searching a wound XIV. - (O)F. tente, f. 
tenter:- L. temptdre touch, feel, try, TEMPT. 

tent3 tent deep-red Spanish wine. XVI 
(tynt). - Sp. tinto dark-coloured :- L. 
tinctus, pp. of tingere, dye, TINGE. 

tentade te·ntakl sensitive process in 
animals and plants. XVIII. - modL. 
tentiiculum (in earlier use), f. L. tentiire var. 
of temptiire feel, try, TEMPT i see -CLE, -CULE, 

TERCEl. 

tentative te·nt;,tiv of the nature of an 
experiment. XVI (in tentatively, after medL. 
tentative). - medL. tentiiti'l-•us (also tentii
tiva, fern. sb., whence F. tentative at
tempt), f. pp. stem of L. tentiire; see prec. 
and -ATIVE. 

tenter te·nt;,.t wooden frame on which 
cloth is stretched. XIV. -AI'<. *tentur -
medL. tentOrium (xm), f. pp. stem tent
of L. tendere stretch, TEND 2 • The frequent 
forms of the type tainter, teinter (XIV-
XVII), which are the earliest, suggest 
assoc. with F. teindre dve. comb. tenter-
hook (xv) hook fixed on a' tenter, in gen. use 
now only in fig. phr. on tenterhooks (xvi) in 
a state of painful suspense. 

tenth see TEN. 

tenuis te·njuis (phon.) unvoiced stop (as 
p, t, k). xvn. mod use of L. tenuis thin, 
slender, fine, to render Gr. psil6n, n. of 
psil6s bare, smooth. 

tenuity tanju.-iti thinness, meagreness. XVI. 
- L. tenuitiis, f. tenuis THIN; see -ITY. Cf. F. 
tenuite. So tenuous te·nju;,s. XVI; super
seding earlier tenuious f. tenui-s+-ous. 

tenure te·njal holding of a tenement, 
condition under which it is held. xv. 
-OF. tenure, earlier teneure (cf. medL. 
tena-, tene-, tenit!tra), f. tenir hold + -eure; 
see TENA::>!T, -URE. 

teocalli tioukre·li place of worship of th~ 
ancient Mexicans. xvn. -lVIex. teocalli, 
f. teotl god+ calli house. 

tepee ti·pi, tipi· wigwam. XIX. -Sioux, 
Dakota tipi tent, dwelling. 

tephrite te·frait volcanic rock rei. to basalt. 
xvn. f. Gr. tephr6s ash-coloured, f. tephm 
ashes; see -ITE and cf. L. tephritis. 

tepid te·pid lukewarm. XIV. - L. tepidus, 
f. tepere be warm, rei. to Skr. tdpas heat, 
tdpati bum, OS!. topla hot, Oir. te hot, W. 
tes heat; see -m1 • 

ter t;}.t L. adv. ter thrice, used occas. in 
camp. xvu; spec. in chem. (XIX), now 
superseded by TRI-. 

teraphim te·rafim idol, image (esp. of 
household gods) of the Hebrews. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). - Vulg. L. theraphim, LXX 
Gr. theraphin (Judges xvii s, Hoseaiii4), etc. 
- He b. theraphim, Aram. -in. 

teratology ter<>to·lad3i account of marvels 
XVII; (bioi.) study of abnormalities XIX. 
f. Gr. terata-, teras marvel, prodigy+-LOGY. 

terce t;}.rs var. of TIERCE, usual in the name 
of the canonical hour, XIV (terse). 

tercel t;}·.tsl, tiercel ti;,·.tsl male hawk. XIV. 
-OF. tercel, also terf:Uel = Pr. tersol, Sp. 
ter;;;uelo, It. ter;;;(u)olo- Rom. •tertiolu-:-, 
f. tertius THIRD; perh. so named because it 
was believed that the third egg of a clutch 
produced a male bird. 
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TERCBT 

tercet ta·.rset (pros.) set of three lines 
rhyming together. XVI - F. tercet - It. 
terzetto, f. terzo (:- L. tertiu-s THIRD)+ 
-etto -ET. 

terebinth te·ribinp tree Pistachia Tere
binthus, the source of turpentine. XIV. 
- OF. t(h)erebinte (mod. terebinthe), corr. 
to Sp., It. terebinto, or their source L. 
terebinthus - Gr. terebinthos, earlier terbin
thos, terminthos, of alien origin. 

teredo dri·dou boring mollusc, esp. ship
worm. XVII. - L. teredo- Gr. tered6n, f. 
base "'ter- of teirein rub hard, wear away, 
bore. 

terete tari·t smooth and round (spec. in 
nat. hist.) xvn. - L. teret-, teres. 

tergiversation t5: .rd3iva.rsej-Jan desertion 
of a cause, etc. ; contradictory behaviour. 
XVI. - L. tergiversatio(n-), f. tergiversiiri 
(whence te·rgiversate XVII) f. tergum back 
+vers-, pp. stem of vertere tum (see 
WORTH3). 

term ta.rm limit in time, period XIII; (pl.) 
limiting conditions XIV; form in which a 
matter or subject is expressed, expression 
XIV - (O)F. terme = Pr. terme, Sp. termino, 
It. termine :-L. terminu-s; see below. Hence 
te·rmER1 (hist.) one who resorted to London 
in term XVI. te·rminAL 1 pert. to a boundary 
XV; situated at or forming the end XIX; sb. 
terminal element XIX. - L. (or F.). te·r
miOATE3 tdetermine XVI; bring to an end 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. terminiire, f. ter
minus. termina·TION tdetermination; end 
XV; (gram.) ending XVI (Palsgr.). - (O)F. 
or L. termino·LOGY system of terms. 
XIX. - G. terminologie or modL. terminologia. 
terminus ta· .rminas pl. -i ai finishing 
point xvrr; end of a line of railway 
XIX. - L. terminus (an Italic word) 
limit, boundary, (T-) deity presiding over 
boundaries (orig. rendering Gr. opos); in 
medL. 'term', in extension of the late L. 
use in rendering mathematical and logical 
application of Gr. opos boundary, limit. 
Cf. CONTERMINOUS, DETERMINE, EXTERMI
NATE. 

termagant t5·.rmagant (T-) deity attri
buted to Mohammedans, etc., represented 
in mystery plays as an overbearing character 
XIII (La~.); violent domineering person 
(esp. woman) XVI. Earlier form tervagaunt, 
later term- (XIV) - OF. Tervagan(t) - It. 
Trivigante, -vag- (Ariosto), expl. as f. L. 
tri- TRI- + vagant-, -iins, prp. of vagiir'i 
wander (cf. VAGUE) and so designating the 
moon wandering under the names of Selene 
(Luna), Artemis (Diana), and Persephone 
(Proserpina), in heaven, earth, and hell 
respectively. 

termite ta·.rmait white ant (genus Termes, 
family Termitidre). XVIII. - mod. use 
(Linnreus) of late L. termit-, termes wood
worm, alt. of tarmes wood-worm perh. by 
assim. to terere rub. 

TERRBPLBIN 

termor t5·rma.r one who holds property 
for a term of years. XIV. -AN. termer, f. 
terme TERM; see -ER2 • 

tern ta.m sea-bird of the genus Sterna. 
XVIII (Ray). Of Scand. origin; cf. Da. terne, 
Norw. terna, Sw. tiirna :-ON. perna. 

ternary ta·.rnari threefold, triple. XIV. 
- L. terniirius, f. L. terni three at a time, 
three by three, f. ter thrice; see THREE, -ARY. 
So te·rOATE2 • XVIII. - modL. terniitus. 

terp ta.rp type of artificial mound found in 
Friesland. XIX. - Fris. terp (pl. terpen) 
:- OFris. therp, var. of thorp village, THORP. 

terpene ta·.rpin (chem.) hydrocarbon of the 
formula C10 H 18 • XIX. f. terp- in terpentine, 
obs. form of TURPENTINE+ -ENE. 

Terpsichorean ta.rpsibri·an pert. to danc
ing. XIX. f. Gr. terpsikh6re muse of dancing 
and of the dramatic chorus, f. terpein 
de1ight+khor6s dance, CHORUS; see -EAN. 

terra te·ra L., It. 'earth', as in t. cotta 
ko·ta unglazed pottery. XVIII. It. 'baked 
earth' (cotta :- L. cocta, fern. pp. of coquere 
cooK) ; t. firma fa·.rma tmainland; dry 
land. XVII. L., 'firn1 land' (fern. of firmus 
FIRM) ; t. incognita inko·gnita unexplored 
territory. XVII (Capt. Smith). L., 'unknown 
land'. terrre filius te·ri fi·lias person of 
obscure parentage XVI; (Univ. of Oxford) 
formerly orator privileged to make humorous 
comments at a public act XVII. L. 'son of the 
earth', therefore, of unknown origin. 

terrace te·ris tgallery, balcony; raised 
level walk. XVI. - OF. terrace, (also mod.) 
-asse trubble, platform = It. terraccia, 
-azza bad soil, -azzo, Sp. terraza, Pg. 
terrafo :- Rom. "'terriiceu-s, -Iicea, f. L. 
terra earth (cf. Ir., W. tir country); see 
-ACEOUS. 

terrain te·rein, tract of country as fit for 
something. XVIII. F.- pop. L. "'terriinum, 
var. of L. terrenum TERRENE. 

terramare teram1i-.r, -mEa·.r ammoniacal 
earth found in the valley of the Po, Italy. 
XIX. -F. terramare- It. dial. terramara, for 
terra marna, i.e. terra earth + marna MARL. 

terrapin te·rapin American turtle. XVII. 
- Abenaki turepe, Lenape turupe little 
turtle, with ending in of obscure origin. 

terraqueous terei·kwias composed of, 
living in, land and water, chiefly in t. globe. 
XVII. f. medL. terraqueus, terra earth + 
aqua water, after AQUEOUS; hence F. 
terraque-e (Voltaire); so Sp. (el globo) 
terrdcueo, It. terracqueo. 

terrene teri·n earthly. XIV. -AN. terrene 
- L. terrenus, f. terra earth; for the ending 
cf. serene. 

terreplein tea·.rplein, II tEraple (fortif.) 
sloping bank behind a wall or rampart 
XVI; level base for a battery XVII. - F. 
terre-plein - It. terrapieno, f. terrapienare 
'fill with earth', f. terra(:- L. terra earth)+ 
pieno (:- L. plenus) FULL. 



TERRESTRIAL 

terrestrial tere·stri;}l earthly, mundane xv; 
pert. to the earth xvr. f. L. terrestris, f. 
terra earth (rei. to Ir., Vi. tir country); for 
the formation cf. L. campestris, sil·vestris ; 
see -IAL. (jJ Earlier tterrestre ( esp. in 
paradis t.- OF.). XIV. 

terret te·rit circular ring. xv. Late ME. 
tyret, var. of toret- OF. toret, touret, dim. 
of tour TOUR, TOWER; see -ET. 

terrible te·ribl exciting terror xv (Lydg.); 
very violent, severe, or bad, excessive. 
xv~.- (O)F. terrible- L. terribilis, f. terrere 
frighten; see -BLE. 

terrier1 te·ri;}~ register of landed property. 
xv. -OF. terrier, sb. use of adj. (cf. F. 
registre terrier) :- medL. terrtirius (as m 
liber terrtirius), f. L. terra land. 

terrier' te·ri;}~ small breed of dog. So 
called from its pursuing the quarry into its 
earth. XV (Promp. Parv.). -early modF. 
(chien) terrier- medL. terrtirius, f. L. terra 
earth; cf. prec. 

terrific t;~ri-fik causing terror. XVII (Mil
ton). - L. terrijicus, f. terrere, frighten, rei. 
to tremere; see TREMOR, -FIC. So te·rriFY. 
XVI. - L. terrifictire; cf. F. terrijier (xvm). 

terrine see TUREEN. 
territory te·rlt;}ri land belonging to ta 

town, a ruler or state. xv. - L. terri
torium, f. terra land, after dormitorium, 
prretorium. So territo·riAL. XVIII. 
late L. 

terror te·r;~.r intense fear. XIV. First in 
Sc. (terrour)-OF. terrour (mod. terreur) :-L. 
terrorem, nom. terror (-oR 2). So te·rrorisM, 
-IST. XVIII. -F. terrorisme, -iste. 

terry te·ri loop raised in pile-weaving left 
uncut. XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

tersanctus ti:i.rs~·l)kt;~s (liturg.) SANCTUS. 
XIX. Cf. TRISAGION. 

terse t;}Js tsmoothed, polished, neat ; 
tpolite, refined XVII; neatly concise XVIII. 
- L. tersus, pp. of tergere wipe (cf. DETER
GENT). 

tertian ta·~J;}n (of a fever) of which the 
paroxysms occur every third (i.e. every 
alternate) day; also sb. XIV (Ch., Trevisa, 
PPI.). - L. tertitinus, f. tertius THIRD; see 
-IAN. So tertiARY t;\·.lf;}ri pert. to (a mem
ber of) the third series, order, etc. XVI. 
- L. tertiiirius, f. tertius. tertium quid 
t;\·.rJi;}m kwid 'third something'; (old 
chem.) third substance distinct from its two 
components. XVIII. late L., tr. Gr.:7p,T6v "' 
(Plato); n. of tertius THIRD, quid, n. of quis 
somebody. 

terza rima te·rtsa ri·ma It. form of verse 
rhyming a b a, b c b, cdc, of the 'Divina 
Commedia' of Dante. It., fern. of terzo 
THIRD, rima RHYME. 

tessellated te·slleitid formed with a 
mosaic pattern. XVII. f. L. tesselliitus (or the 
derived It. tessellato ), f. tess ella, dim. of 
tessera; see next, -ATE2, -ED1• 

TESTON 

tessera te·s;}r;} small quadrilateral tablet, 
esp. as used in mosaic; (hist.) square tablet 
on which watchword, etc., was written; 
hence (gen.) symbol, token. XVII. - L. 
tessera - Gr. tessera, n. of tesseres, Ionic var. 
of tessares FOUR. 

test test A. cupel used in treating gold and 
silver alloys or ore XIV (Ch.; rare before XVI); 
B. 'means of trial' (J.) XVI. - OF. test pot 
(mod. tet cupel), :- L. testft, testum, by
form of testa tile (Rom. head), in B mainly 
f. the vb. Hence test vb., first in pp. (xvii, 
Sh.); 'to test' is stigmatized by Southey as 
an Americanism. 

testaceous testei · Jl;~s (zoo I.) having a shell ; 
shell-like. XVII. f. L. testiiceus, f. testa tile, 
earthern pot, potsherd, shell; see -ACEOUS. 

testament te·st;~m;~nt will disposing of 
property and appointing an executor XIV 
(R. Mannyng); tcovenant between God and 
man ; each of the two divisions of the Holy 
Scripture or Bible XIII (Cursor M.) (Old 
and Nezv Testaments, L. vetus and novum 
testamentum, Gr. waAata and Kmv~ StaiJ~KTJ.) 
- L. testamentum, f. testiiri bear witness, 
make a will, f. testis witness; see MENT. So 
testame·ntARY. xv. - L. 

testamur testei·m;J.r (in Univ. use) exa
miners' certificate that a candidate has 
satisfied them. XIX. L. 'we testify', 1st 
pers. pl. pres. indic. of testiiri bear witness, 
f. testis. 

testator testei·t;~.r one who makes or has 
made a will. xv. -AN. testatour- L. 
testator, f. testiiri. 

tester1 te·st;~;x canopy over a bed. XIV 
(Wyclif). - medL. testerium, testrum, testura 
f. Rom. •testa head (L. testa tile); cf. OF. 
testiere, F. tetiere, It. testiera, Sp. testera, 
having various applications with ref. to the 
head. 

tester• te·st;~.:~ (hist.) obscure alt. of 
TESTON; later, sixpence. 

testicle te·stikl semen-secreting glandular 
organ of male mammals. xv (-icules). - L. 
testiculus, dim. of testis witness (the organ 
being evidence of virility). So testi·culAR. 
XVII. 

testify te·stifai bear witness to. XIV (PP!.). 
- L. testificiire, -tiri, f. testis witness; see -FY. 

testiMONY te·stim;~ni evidence; spec. in 
Scriptural lang., of the Mosaic law, etc., 
repr. Vulg. testimonium, LXX To /LapTVpwv, 
Heb. heduth, as in Ex. xxx 6, Num. i so, 
ix IS, xvii 4· testimoniAL\ - mou·ni;~l 
adj. & sb. - (O)F. or late L. xv. 

testis te·stis (anat.) testicle. XVII. L., 
'witness'. 

teston, testoon te·st;~n, testii:n (hist.) It. 
coin bearing the head of a duke ; shilling of 
Henry VII, etc., being the first Eng. coins 
to bear a portrait. XIV. - F. tteston, It. 
ttestone, f. teste, testa head :- L. testa tile (in 
Rom. head); see -ooN. 



TESTUDO 

testudo testjfrdou screen resembling a 
tortoise's shell for the protection of armed 
forces. XVII. L. testiido, f. testa pot, shell 
(see TEST), testu pot-lid. 

testy te·sti theadstrong, impetuous XIV 
(Ch.); prone to be easily irritated XVI. Late 
ME. testif- AN. testij, f. OF. teste (mod. 
tete) head :- L. testa shell, earthen vessel, 
tile,(Rom.)head; see-IVE. Cf. HASTY, JOLLY, 
TARDY. 

tetanus te·t<>nas spasm and rigidity of the 
muscles. XVI (in late ME. anglicized 
tetane). - L. -Gr. tetanos, f. base of 
teinein stretch (cf. TONE). 

tetchy te·tJi easily irritated. xvr (Sh.). 
prob. f. tecche, var. of tache spot, blemish, 
fault- OF. teche, (also mod.) tache, perh. 
of Germ. origin; see -Y1• 

tete-a-tete tei·tatei-t private conversation 
between two. XVII. F., 'head to head' (see 
TESTY). 

tether te·50J.r rope, etc. to tie up a beast. XIV 
(first in north. texts). -ON. tj6or, corr. to 
WFris. tyader, tieder, MLG., MDu. tiider, 
tudder (Du. tuier), OHG. zeotar fore-pole, 
repr. Germ. *'teui!r-, •tiidr-; f. *'teu
fasten. Hence tether vb. xv. 

tetra- te·tra, tetrre· before a vowel tetr-, 
- Gr. tetra-, comb. form of tettares, tettara 
FOUR, as in te·tracHORD XVII, spec. chem. 
signifying four atoms or groups XIX. 

tetrad te·trred group of four. XVII. - Gr. 
tetrad-, tetrds, f. tettares; see prec. and -AD1. 

te·traGON four-angle figure. XVII ; tetra
goDAL1 -re·gOJn;,l. xvr; tetragra·mmaton 
Heb. word written JHVH JEHOVAH. xrv. 
Gr., f. grdmma, -at- letter. tetraHE·DRON 
four-sided figure. XVI (Billingsley). tetra
LOGY tetrre·l:~d3i series of four related 
dramas. XVII. - Gr. tetralogiii. tetraMETER 
-re·mit;,.r (pros.) element of four measures. 
XVII. - late L. tetrametrus- Gr. tetrdmetros. 
te·trastich strophe of four lines. XVI. - L. 
tetrastichon- Gr. tetrdstikhon (cf. DISTICH). 
tetrasv·LLABLE. xvr. - Gr. tetrasullahos. 

tetrarch te·trii.rk, ti-trii.rk ruler of one of 
four divisions of a country, subordinate 
ruler. XIV (Wycl. Bible). -late L. tetrarcha, 
cl. L, -es- Gr. tetrdrkhes, f. tetra- (see 
above)+ -arkhes ruling. So te·trarchY3 xv. 

tetter te·tOJJ pustular eruption of the skin. 
OE. teter, cogn. with Skr. dadru skin 
disease, f. dr to crack; cf. Lith. dedervine 
tetter; repr. in OHG. zittaroh and G. 
zitteroch (dial.), zittermal, zitterflechte tet
ter, ringworm; cf. late L. derbita (whence 
F. dartre, etc.), W. darwden. 

tettix: te·tiks cicada. XVIII. modL. - Gr. 
tettix. 

Teuton tjfl't:~n member of a people of un
known race reckoned among the peoples of 
Germania (see GERMAN). XVIII. - L. Teutoni, 
Teutones (pl.), f. IE. base meaning 'people', 
'country', 'land'. So Teutonic tjuto·nik 

TIIALER 

pert. to this people, later identified with 
Germanic. XVII (T. Knights, T. Order, 
military order of German knights). -F. 
teutonique- L. Teutonicus. comb. form 
Teut(o)- xrx. 

text tekst wording of a passage ; very words 
and sentences ; short passage used as a 
motto, subject of discourse, etc. XIV (PPl.); 
themexvn (Sh). ME. text(e), tixt(e)-ONF. 
tixte, (also modF.) texte- L. textus tissue, 
style of literary work (Quintilian), in 
medL. the Gospel, written character, f. pp. 
of texere weave. So textile te·kstail adj. 
and sb. woven (fabric). xvn. -F. textile 
or L. textilis. 

textuAL1 te·kstjual twell-read in texts xrv 
Ch.); pert. to the or a text, esp. of the 
Scriptures XIV. - (O)F. textuel. texTURE 
te·kstJa.r, -tju:~.r tweavingxv; character of a 
textile fabric, also fig. XVII. - L. textiira, f. 
text-, pp. of texere. Cf. CONTEXT, PRETEXT. 

th consonantal digraph usu. repr. the un
voiced and voiced open consonants denoted 
phonetically by p (runic thorn) or a (Greek 
theta) and 5 (crossed d), occurring mainly 
in words of OE. and ON. origin, e.g. cloth, 
clothes, throat, though, thwart, thy, and in 
words of Gr. origin, usu. through L., as 
authentic, orthography, throne; traces of 
AN. phonology are seen in faith, Sc. 
poortith POVERTY (see -ETH2); Oriental aspi
rated varieties of t are repr. in thakur, 
thug. 

-th1 p suffix denoting action or process, 
formed on vb.-stems (x) in words such as 
bath, birth, death, math, of prim. Germ. age, 
(2) in others of later emergence, as growth, 
spilth, tilth; (3) in OE. words of quality or 
condition, in -]:m, -Po (:-Germ. -i]lo) 
based on adjs., as breadth, filth, health, 
length, mirth, strength, truth ; of ME. date 
are dearth, depth, sloth, wealth, of later date 
are width, illth (Ruskin). See further -Tl, -T2, 

-th 2 p suffix of ordinal numbers from fourth 
upwards, repr. OE. -]la, -]le, or -o]la, -o]le; 
in fifta, sixta, ellefta, twelfta phonetically 
modified; in the sp. of eighth th is a simpli
fication; with the tens (twenty, etc.) the 
ending is -eth (OE. -o]Ja, -o]le). OE. 
formations in -o]la were regularly repl. in 
ME. or late OE. by new forms in -n]le, based 
on the cardinals, as seofopa by seuenpe, 
teopa (from teogopa) by tenpe; cf. elevenpe 
repl. OE. endlyfta. 

thakur thii·kur lord, noble. XVIII. -Hindi 
thdkur:- Skr. thdkkura deity. 

thalamus pre·l;,m;,s (anat.) part of the 
brain at which a nerve originates ; receptacle 
of a flower. XVIII. - L. thalamus- Gr. 
thdlamos inner chamber, rel. to th6los vault. 

thalassic p:~lre·sik pert. to the sea or inland 
seas. XIX. -F. thalassique (Brongniart 
1829), f. Gr. thdlassa; see -rc. 

thaler tii·!:l.r German silver coin. xvm. 
-G. t(h)aler DOLLAR. 

[913] 



THALLIUM 

thallium pre·li"m (chem.) metallic element, 
~o named from the green line distinguishing 
1ts spectrum. XIX. - modL. thallium 
(Crookes I86I), f. L. thallus (used spec. in 
bot.), Gr. thall6s green shoot; see -ruM. 

Thames temz the river on which London 
is situated. OE. Ternes( e) - L. Tamesis, 
Tami!sa, medL. T(h)amisa- British Tamesii; 
phr. set the T. on fire, work wonders (XVIII). 

than i');ln, (quoted alone) i'lren conjunctive 
particle used after comparatives and other 
(with its comps.) and else. OE. jJanne, 
ponne, ]Jrenne, orig. identical with the 
temporal adv. THEN, from which it was not 
finally differentiated in form until c.I7oo. 
For the development of the conjunctive 
use in WGerm. cf. OS. than, (M)Du. dan, 
OHG. thanne, danne, denne (G. denn for, 
dann then), while Du. dan has both mean
ings). 

thanatism )>re·n;~tizm belief in the destruc
tion of the soul at death. xrx. f. Gr. 
thdnatos death+ -ISM. 

thane pein t(military) servant or attend
ant; (hist.) in AS. times, one who held 
lands by military service OE.; (Sc. hist.) 
man holding lands of the King xv. OE. 
jJeg(e)n = OS. thegan man, OHG. degan 
boy, servant, warrior, hero (G. degen 
warrior), ON. jJegn freeman, liegeman :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *jJegnaz :-IE. *tekn6s 
pp. formation on base *teq-, *toq- (cf. Gr. 
teknon, Skr. tdknam- child), repr. also by 
Gr. tiktein ( :- * titk-) bring forth, tekos 
child, t6kos birth, toketts parent. The sp. 
thane is derived from Sc. usage of xv-xvr 
as a var. of thayn through Holinshed and 
Sh. (as in 'Macbeth'). See THEGN. 

thank preiJk • tthought; tkindly thought, 
favour, gratitude; expression of gratitude 
(now only pl. thanks, OE. jJancas; cf. L. 
grates, gratire). OE. pane = OFris. thank, 
thank, OS. thank, MDu., OHG. dane (Du., 
G. dank), Goth. jJagks :- Germ. *paykaz 
(but ON. pgkk :- *payku fern.), f. *payk-, 
*peyk- (see THINK). So thank vb. OE. 
pancian = OS. thankon, OHG. dankon 
(Du., G. danken). comps. tha·nko:ffering XVI 
(Tindale, Great Bible), tha·nksgi:ving xvr 
(Tindale, Coverdlae). Hence tha·nkFUL1 

showing gratitude; tdeserving gratitude. 
OE. jJanefull. tha·nkLESS ungrateful; that 
brings no thanks. XVI. phr. thank you 
)>re·IJkju xv for I thank you; cf. G. danke. 

that:1 i'lret demons. pron. orig. n. of THE. 
OE. jJret, corr. to OFris. thet, OS. that, 
(M)Du. dat, OHG. daz (G. das), ON. pat, 
Goth. ]Jata (with suffix). :- IE. *tad, repr. 
also by Skr. tdt, Gr. t6, L. topper quickly 
(for *todper, with -per as in semper, etc.), in 
isltud, n. of iste, OS!. to. As adj. xu (Orm), 
with pl. THOSE; as adv. XV. 

that• l);~t relative pron. equiv. to who and 
which, in OE. a generalized use of the n. of 
THE (cf. THAT1), rep!. OE. and ME. inde
clinable jJe. 

THB-

that• (usu. instr.) i'S;Jt as a relative or con
junctive particle in uses developed from 
those of THAT1 and THAT 2 ; the development 
is CGerm., with differentiation of sp. (dass) 
in modG., and affix in Goth. jJatei; for 
the evolution cf. Gr. or<, from the n. of 
relative pron. 8ar<s, L. quod, n. of qui WHO. 

thatch JnetJ roof (a building), esp. with 
straw. XIV (Trevisa). repr. OE. jJeecan, pt. 
peahte,jJehte = OFris. thekka, OS. thekkian, 
OHG. decchan (Du. dekken, G. decken), ON. 
pekja :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *pakj"an, f. 
* ]Jakam (OE. prec = MDu. dac, Du. dak, 
OHG., G. dach roof, ON. pak roof, thatch), 
f. * jJak- :- IE. *tog- *teg- cover, repr. also 
by L. tegere (cf. !:->TEGUMENT, TILE). Hence 
thatch sb. xrv (Trevisa). The normal repr. 
of OE. jJeccan is (dial.) thetch; the present 
form is due to assim. to thack sb. (OE. jJrec, 
ON. ]Jak). 

thaumaturge )>5·m"ta.Id3 wonder-worker. 
XVIII. Earlier -urg - medL. thaumaturgus 
-Gr. thaumatourg6s, f. thaumat-, thauma 
wonder+-ergos working (see WORK); later 
assim. to F. thaumaturge. 

thaw )>5 reduce to a liquid state OE.; intr. 
xrv. OE. jJawian = MLG. doien, Du. 
dooien, OHG. douzven (cf. G. verdauen 
digest) :- WGerm. * jJawojan (cf. ON. jJeyja 
:- *jJaujan), of unkn. origin. Hence thaw 
sb. XV. 

the1 lJ;J, (before a vowel) i'li, (emph.) lli 
demons. adj. (definite article). Late OE. 
(Nhb. and N. Mercian) oe, ME. ]Je, at first 
nom. m., but ult. superseding all cases of 
OE. m. se, fern. sea, sio, n.pret, corr. to OFris. 
thi, thiu, thet, OS. se, the, thie, thiu, that 
(Du. de, dat), OHG. der, diu, daz (G. 
der, die, das), ON. sd, su, pat, Goth. sa, so, 
]Jata (with suffix). The orig. CGerm. *sa, 
*so, *]Jat =Gr. ho, he(dial. hd), to (:-*tad), 
Skr. sa, sd, tat; cf. L. ipJse same, self, Ir., 
Gael., Gaulish so this, L. isltud; except in 
ON. and Gothic the orig. nom. m. and fern. 
were superseded by forms in jJ- from the 
same stem as the neuter pret and the oblique 
cases. 

Survivals of the OE. d. inflexions are 
seen in place-names containing relics of 
ME. atten and atter (see AT), e.g. Noke 
(OE. ret jJiEm ace or iicum at the oak or 
oaks), the river-name Ray, Rea (OE. ret 
jJiEre ea at the watercourse) ; the final t of 
OE. jJret THAT1 survives in dial. tone, tother 
(OE. jJret iin the one, ]Jret o]Jer the other). 
Cf. also NONCE for a relic of jJiEm. 

the 2 i');J (preceding an adj. or adv. in the 
compar. or super!. degree, e.g. the more 
fools they, the more the merrier, the less said, 
the sooner mended) by that amount ; by how 
much ... by so much. repr. OE. ]Je, varying 
with ]Jy, ]Jon, instr. of THE\ THAT1 (e.g. py 
miira the greater, py mii the more); cf. 
LEST. 

the-, var. of THEO- before a vowel, as in 
thea·ndrxc, theanthro·piC pert. to God 



THEA TINE 

and man, divine and human, theARCHY 
pi·;uki rule of God, - or f. ecclGr. thean
drik6s (f. theandros god-man; anb man), 
thednthropos god-man, thearkhia. All xvii. 

Tbeatine pia·tain member of a congrega
tion founded by St. Cajetan with John 
Peter Carafia (then archbishop of Chieti). 
XVI. - mod. L. Theatinus, f. Teate, ancient 
name of Chieti in Italy; see -INE'. 

theatre pia·ta;~ in antiquity, open-air 
structure for plays and spectacles xrv (Ch.); 
playhouse XVI. -OF. t(h)eatre (mod. 
the<Stre) or L. theiitrum- Gr. thelitron 'place 
for viewing', f. the<Ssthai behold. From 
c.rsso to c.r7oo the prevailing sp. was 
theater, now retained in U.S.A. So 
theatriCAL pia:·trikal XVI ; sb. pl. XVII. 
-late L. theiitricus- Gr. theiitrik6s. 

Thebaid pi·beiid poem relating to Bceotian 
Thebes. XVIII. - L. Thebaid-, -ais- Gr. 
Thebaid-, -ats. So The·bA.N". XIV (Ch.). 
pert. to, native of, Thebes. 

theca pi·ka receptacle, cell, case. XVII. 
- L. theca -Gr. tMke case, cover, f. IE. 
"'dhe- place (see Do1), comb. form theco- XIX. 

thee ~i, ~i ace. and d. of 2nd personal pr'on. 
sg. OE. (i) accusative pee, peh, later pe = 
OFris. thi, OS. thic, thi, OHG. dih (G. 
dich), ON. pik, Goth. puk :- CGerm. 
*peke :- *tege, f. *te (repr. by L. te, Gr. se, 
Doric te); (ii) dative pe = OFris., OS. thi, 
(O)HG. dir, ON. per, Goth. pus :- CGerm. 
• pez :- "'tes. The vowel was orig. short, but 
was lengthened under stress. The ace. and 
d. have been undistinguishable in form 
since IX (exc. in late Nhb. x). Hence thee 
vb. XVII. Cf. THOU. 

theft peft action of a thief; (arch.) thing 
stolen. OE. (WS.) ]Jiefp, later pyjp, pyft, 
non-WS. peojp, peoft = OFris. thiujthe, 
thiiifte, ON. pyji'J, pyft :-Germ. "'piiioipo, 
f. peuoaz THIEF+ *-ipo -T2 • 

thegn pein form favoured by some mod. 
historians (e.g. Stubbs, Freeman) to repr. 
OE. pegn as designating a tenant by military 
service or a man of knightly rank. See 
THANE. 

their l'Sta;I of them. xn (pe!J!Jre Ormulum). 
- ON. peir(r)a, g. pl. of sd, su, pat THE, 
THAT, used also as g. pl. of the 3rd personal 
pron. Cf. THEM, THEY. Hence theirs 
l'Sea;~z XIII (Cursor M.); see-s. 

theism pi·izm belief in one God, esp. as 
creator and supreme ruler. )( DEISM. XVII 
(Cudworth). f. Gr. the6s god. So the·IST 
XVII, thei·strc XVIII, ·i·stiCAL XVII. Cf. F. 
theisme, theiste (Voltaire). 

them l'Sem, 5am d. and ace. of THEY. ME. 
peim (pe!J!Jm, Orm). -ON. peim ( = OE. 
jJIEm) d. pl. of sd, su, pat (see THEIR). 

theme pim subject of a discourse XIII 
(Cursor M.); exercise, essay; inflexional 
base or stem XVI. ME. teme- OF. *teme 
(tesme)- L. thema (to which it was soon 

THEOREM 

conformed in sp.)- Gr. thema proposition, 
f. *the- base of tithenai place (see D01). So 
themATIC pima:·tik. XVIII. -Gr. thema
tik6s. 

then l'Sen at that time, in that case, that 
being the case (cf. now then). ME. ]Jenne, 
panne, pann (xu), OE. p:Enne, panne, ponne 
= OFris. thenne, thanne, than, OS. thanna, 
than, OHG. danne, denne (Du. dan, G. 
dann), f. demons. base *];a- (see THAT, THE). 

thence ~ens from there. XIII. ME. pannes, 
];ennes, pens, f. ];anne, ]Jenne thence, OE. 
panone, panon = OFris. thana, OS., OHG. 
danana, danlin (Du. dan, G. dannen) 
:- WGerm. *panana, for which Gothic had 
papro. 

theo- )?i·ou, pi<>· comb. form of Gr. the6s 
god (cf. THEISM). See THE-. 

theodicy pi<>·disi vindication of the divine 
attributes. XVIII. -F. theodicee, title of a 
work by Leibniz (I?ro), f. Gr. the6s God+ 
dike justice; the ending is assim. to -Y3• 

theodolite pi<>·dalait portable surveying 
instrument for measuring (orig. horizontal) 
angles. XVII. Earlier (1571) in modL. form 
theodelitus (Leonard or Thomas Digges, 
its probable inventor); of unkn. origin. 

theogony pi::l·g:mi generation or genealogy 
of the gods. XVII. - Gr. theogonili, f. the6s 
god+ "gon- *gen-; see GENESIS, -Y3 , 

theology ]Ji::l·lad3i 'the science of things 
divine' (Hooker). XIV (PPl., Ch.). - (O)F. 
theologie - L. theologia - Gr. theologili, f. 
theol6gos one who treats of the gods, f. 
the6s god; see -LOGY. By Gower used for 
metaphysics, after Abelard. So theologiAN 
pialou·d3ian one versed in theology. xv 
(Caxton). - (O)F. theologien, f. theologie or 
L. theologia; synon. formatives that have 
been current are theo·logER1 XVI, theo
logr·CIA:\f XVI, theo·logiST XVII, the·ologue 
xv (earliest in Sc.)- L. theologus- Gr. 
theol6gos. theologic pial::l·d3ik xv; -lo·gi
CAL XVI (first of the virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity, after medL. 'virtutes theo
logica:', Albertus Magnus) scriptural; ear
lier theo·logal (xv, Caxton)- (O)F. 

theorbo ]Ji5·;~bou kind of lute. XVII. -It. 
tiorba (of unkn. origin), with alteration of 
ending as in some words in -ADO; cf. F. 
teorbe, theorbe. The sp. with th- is presu
mably due to assoc. with THEO-, 

theorem pia·ram general proposition de
monstrable by argument. XVI (Recorde, 
Billingsley; Hooker). -F. theoreme (Rabe
lais) or late L. theorema- Gr. theiJrema 
speculation, theory, (in Euclid) proposition 
to be proved )( problem, f. theorefn be a 
spectator, look at, f. theor6s (see THEORY). 
So theoretiC(AL) piare·tik(l) tspeculative, 
contemplative; pert. to theory. xvn. 
-late L. theoreticus (Ambrose)- Gr. theo
retik6s, f. theoret6s, f. theorein. Hence 
theoreti·CIAN. XIX, 
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THEORY 

theory pia·ri mental conception, scheme of 
thought. XVI (Hooker). - late L. theoria 
(Jerome) - Gr. theoriii contemplation, 
speculation, sight, f. theor6s spectator, f. 
thea- base of t!zeii sight, contemplation, 
theiisthai look upon, contemplate (cf. 
THEATRE). Hence theo·riST. XVI. t]f Theory 
was preceded by theorique (Gower) - OF. 
the·orizE form theories. XVII. - medL. 
theoriziire. 

theosophy pia·safi system of philosophical 
speculation basing the knowledge of nature 
on that of the divine nature. XVII. - medL. 
theosophia- late Gr. theosophlii, f. the6sophos 
f. the6s god+ soph6s wise ; see -Y 3• Hence 
theo·sophiST, earlier theo·sophERl, -so·
phic(AL) XVII. 

therapeutic perapju·tik (pl., formerly sg.) 
art of healing XVI; adj. healing, curative 
XVII. -F. therapeutique or late L. thera
peutica- Gr. therapeutiM, sb. (sc. tekhne 
art) of therapeutik6s, f. therapeutes minister, 
f. therapeitein administer to, treat medicaily, 
f. therap-, thliraps attendant, minister: see 
-Ic. So the·rapY 3 medical treatment. XIX 
- modL. therapia- Gr. therapeiii; often as 
second el. of a compound, e.g. psycho
therapy. 

there l'Sear, l'Sa.:r A. in, at, or to that place. 
B. used to indicate existence or occurrence. 
OE. jJ:Er, ]Jer = OFris. ther, OS. thiir, 
OHG. dar (Du. daar, G. da); cogn. with 
0~ .• Goth. par; f. demons. base *]Ja
(see THE, THAT) + adv. suffix -r, as in here, 
where; as with these and ere a final e was 
developed in early ME., whence the present 
sp. The comps. thereabout, -after, -at, -in, 
-of, -on, -out, -to, -uith are of OE. date. 

theriac pia·ri::ek (arch.) antidote. xvr. - L. 
theriaca, -ce- Gr. theriaki; see TREACLE. 

therio- pia·riou, before a vowel theri-, 
repr. Gr. therion (cf. -therium, as in 
megatherium), dim. of thb wild beast (cf. 
FERAL2). 

thermal pa· .:rmal pert. to hot springs. 
XVIII. -F. thermal (Buffon), f. Gr. therme 
heat, thermos hot; see -AL1 • 

thermite p;;i·.Imait mixture of finely divided 
aluminium and oxide of iron, etc. producing 
on combustion very great heat. XIX. -G. 
thermit, f. Gr. therme; see next, -ITE. 

thermo- pa·.1mou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
therme heat, thermos hot, in many scientific 
terms. 

thermometer pa.Ima·mita.I instrument for 
measuring temperature. XVII. - F. thermo
metre or modL. thermometer, f. Gr. therme, 
therm6s+metron; see prec. and -METER. 
t]f Cf. Of Thermometry or the Weather
glass (I669 Worlidge 'System of Agricul
ture' 257 margin). 

thero- pia·rou repr. Gr. thero-, comb. form 
of thtr wild beast (cf. FERAL2). 

THffiF 

Tbersitical p:;usi·tibl abusive, scurrilous. 
XVII. f. Gr. Thersites, name of an ill
tongued Greek at the siege of Troy, rel. to 
thdrsos (Lesbian thbsos) courage ( cf. 
DARE); see -ICAL. 

thesaurus ]'Is5·ras treasury, spec. of 
knowledge. XIX. - L. thesaurus TREASURE 
(Plautus)- Gr. thesaur6s. 

these l'Siz pl. of THIS. Early ME. ]Jese (xrn), 
normaily developed from jJ'ise (Orm), f. 
]Jis THIS -f- pl. suffix -e ; superseded ]Jiis, ]Jos, 
THOSE, which became the pl. of THAT1. 
t]f The influence of early forms such as 
]Jes, jJ:Es, ]Jeos, is doubtful. 

thesis pi·sis, pe·sis, pl. theses -iz A. pro
position, theme XVI; (theme of) a disserta
tion XVII. B. (pros.) )(ARSIS unaccented or 
unstressed element XIV (Trev.); accented 
or stressed element XIX; - late L. thesis 
(in prosodical sense, Martianus Capeila) 
-Gr. thesis placing, setting, corr. to L. 
con/diti/on- CONDITION, Skr. -dhitis, rei. by 
gradation to *dhetis DEED. 

Tbespian1 pe·spian pert. to Thespi<e or 
Thespia, town on the slope of mount 
HELICON ; poetic. XVII (Chapman, Jonson, 

. Drayton); see -IAN. So ThespiAD1 muse. 
XVII (Chapman). - L. Thespiades pl. 

Thespian• pe·spian pert. to Thespis, tra
ditional father of Gr. tragedy, tragic, 
dramatic. XVII; sb. tragedian XIX; see -IAN. 

theurgy pi·a.1d3i magic of the Egyptian 
Platonists XVI ; divine agency in human 
affairs XIX. -late L. theiirgia- Gr. the
ourgiii-, f. the6s god+ -ergos working ; see 
THEO-, WORK, -Y3 • 

thew pju tcustom, habit OE. ; t(good) 
quality, virtue XIII; (pl.) bodily powers, 
physical endowments xvr. OE. ]Jeaw usage, 
conduct = OS. thau, OHG. thau, dau 
discipline, of unkn. origin. t]f The current 
application to sinews or tendons depends 
largely on Scott's association of Shake
spearian instances of the sense 'strength, 
vigour' with bodily features. For earlier 
sense-development cf. L. mos custom, pl. 
mores morals. 

they l'Sei pl. of HE1 , SHE, IT, pron. of the 3rd 
person. XII. ME. ]Jei (]Je;;, Orm)- ON. 
peir ( = OE. ]Jii), pl. of demons. sd, su, ]Jat; 
rep!. OE. hi, hie, pl. of he, heo, hit. 

Thibetan see TIBETAN. 
thick pik of (comparatively) large measure 

through; dense. OE. Piece = OS. thikki, 
OHG. dicchi (Du. dik, G. dick), ON. ]Jykkr 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *]Jehu-, ]Jekwia-, of 
unkn. origin. Hence thi·ckEN5 • xv. thi-ck
NESS. OE. 

thicket pi·kit dense growth of shrubs, etc. 
OE. jJiccet, f. jJicce THICK. 

thief pif one who steals. OE. ]Jioj, ]Jeof = 
OFris. thiaj, OS. thioj, OHG. diob (Du. 
diej, G. dieb), ON. pj6jr, Goth. ]Jiujs; 
CGerm. word of which no further cogns. 
are known. Cf. THEFT. 
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THIGH 

thigh ):>ai upper part of the leg. OE. 
(Anglian) peh, (WS.) peoh, ]>ioh = OFris. 
thiiich, ODu. thio (Du. dij), OHG. dioh, 
ON. ]Jj6 :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) ""peuxam, 
f. IE. ""teuk- *tauk- *tuk-, whence Lith. 
tdukas, OS!. tukil. fat, Lith. tzlkti be fat, 
Olr. ton posteriors (:- *tuknd), Av. tavsa
leg. OE. peh is repr. immed. by mod. 
north. thee ; thigh descends from ME. pih 
(XII), with ~ raised to i, as in die, high, nigh, 
shy. Cf. THOUSAND, THUMB. 

thill ]:>il shaft. XIV. Formally coincident 
with OE. pille board, planking (rei. to 
synon. pel, pelu ; cf. DEAL 2) ; but the sense 
is so distant that, without further evidence, 
it is unsafe to connect them. The var. fill 
appears in Sh. in jill-horse. 

thimble ):>i·mbl tfinger-stall OE. (only); 
bell-shaped finger-cap used in sewing xv 
(Hoccleve). OE. pymel, f. puma THUMB; 
see -LE1• 

thin }>in having little thickness, density, or 
depth. OE. pynne = OFris. thenne, OS. 
thunni, OHG. dunni (Du. dun, G. dunn), 
ON. punnr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *pun
nuz (:- *jmnw-), based on IE. *tn-, zero
grade of *ten- *ton- (see TEND 2). 

thine iSain of or pert. to THEE. OE. pin = 
OFris., OS. thin, OHG. din (Du. dijn, G. 
dein), ON. pinn, Goth. peins :- CGerm. 
*pinaz :-IE. *t(w)einos, f. *tu THOU; cf. 
MINE and synon. Toch. tat!(!. 

thing ]:>il) A. t(deliberative or judicial) 
assembly; tlegal process or charge OE. 
(only); affair, business; deed, act OE.; 
that which is said XIII; B. that which exists, 
being OE. (inanimate object XVII); OE. 
ping = OFris., OS. thing, OHG. ding, dine, 
assembly for deliberation and/or business, 
ON. ]>ing :-Germ. *]>ingam. Hence, with 
meaningless additions, tthingum (xvn), 
thingumbob (XVIII Smollett, Miss Burney), 
thingummy ):>i•IJ;;,mi XVIII (Mme D' Arblay), 
thingamajig, thingumabob. 

Thing ]:>il) in Scand. countries, public 
meeting, legislative council, court of law. 
XIX. - Scand. ping ; see prec. and cf. 
ALTHING, STORTHING. 

think ):>il)k pt., pp. thought ]:>5t conceive 
in the mind, consider, exercise the mind; 
believe. OE. pencan, pt. piihte, pp. gepoht 
= OFris. thanka, thenka, thenza, OS. 
thenkian, thiihta, OHG. denken, diichta (G. 
denken, dachte), ON. ]>ekkja, ]>dtta, Goth. 
]>agkjan, ]>iihta; factitive formation on OE. 
]>yncan (see METHINKS), perh. orig. meaning 
'cause to appear to oneself'. The closeness 
in form of ME. penche, pinche, pt. ]>ohte, 
pouhte (from OE. pencan, pohte) and ME. 
piinche, pinche, penche, pt. puhte, pouhte 
(from OE. pyncan, pt. pfthte) and the virtual 
identity in meaning of i thinke and me 
thinketh, as him thouhte and as he thouhte, 
led to the forms METHINKS, METHOUGHT j 
for the k-form cf. SEEK. 

THIS 

thio- ):>ai·ou before a vowel thi-, repr. 
comb. form of Gr. the£on sulphur; also 
thion-. XIX. 

third ):>i:i.Id ordinal of the numeral three. 
Sb. third part XIV; musical interval XVI. 
OE. (late Nhb.) pird(d)a, -e, var. of pridda 
(whence ME. and Sc. till xvm thrid) = 
OFris. thredda, OS. thriddio, OHG. dritto 
(Du. derde, G. dritte), ON. pri/Ji, Goth. 
jJridja :- CGerm. *jJriiJjaz :- IE. *tritjds 
(cf. Skr. trtiyas, Gr. tritos, Lesbian tertos, 
L. tertius, OS!. tretij, W. trydydd), f. stem 
of THREE. Hence thi·rdLY2. XVI. third
RATE. xvn. thirteen (str. various) 13, xiii. 
OE. preotiene = OS. thriutein, OHG. drize
han (Du. dertien, G. dreizehn), ON. prettdn; 
the OE. form was repr. by threteen as late as 
XVII, the standard methathetic form appear
ing xv (pirttene). thirteenTH' (str. various) 
13th. OE. preo-, prieteopa, ME. prittepe, 
preottenpe (XII) (prittende from ON. 
prettdndi), prittenpe (XIV), pirttenth (xv), 
thirteenth (xvr); so OFris. threttinda, OHG. 
drittozehanto, etc. thirTY 2 ]:>i:i· .Iti 30, xxx. 
OE. pritig = OS. thritig, OHG. drf;:;:ug 
(Du. dertig, G. dreissig), ON. prirtegr, 
Goth. (ace.) prins tiguns. thi·rtieth 3oth. 
OE. pritigo]>a, pritteogopa, ME. thrittethe, 
remodelled in the present form on the 
cardinal with metathesis. thirtytwomo 
j:>i:i.ItitU:mou reading of the symbol 32mo, 
xxxiimo, designating a book with 32 pages 
to the sheet, cf. sixteenmo, twelvemo. 

thirlage j:>i:i·.Ilid3 see THRALL. 

thirst j:>i:i.Ist uneasy sensation due to want 
of drink. OE. purst = OS. thurst (Du. 
dorst), (O)HG. durst :- WGerm. *purstu 
(cf. OK porsti, Goth. paurstei); f. *purs
:- IE. *trs- *tors-, repr. also by L. torrere 
dry, parch (cf. TORRID), Skr. tfSyati thirst, 
Oir. tart. So thirst vb. suffer thirst OE.; 
impers. XII (Orm). OE. pyrstan (till late 
ME. also impers.) = OS. tlzurstian, 
OHG. durstan (Du. dorsten, G. diirsten), 
ON. pyrsta. 

this iSis, pl. THESE. demons. pron. and adj. 
indicating a person or thing present or near. 
The form this in generalized use dates from 
c.IZOO (Orm); it is identical with the OE. 
n. nom. and ace. and the stem of most of 
the inflected forms. OE. pes m., peos fern., 
pis n., corr. to OFris. this, thius, thit, OS. 
*these, thius, thit, OHG. dese, deser, desiu, 
diz, ON. pessi, petta; WGerm. and ON. 
formation on *pa- (see THE, THAT) and 
deictic *-se, *-si (poss. = OHG. se, Goth. 
sai behold!). The earlier formation is seen 
in ON. (runic) sdsi, susi, patsi, ace. sg. 
pansi, pdsi, patsi, d. paimsi, n.pl. pausi (cf. 
with deictic IE. hue = L. -ce in hie, lzujusce, 
etc. this, Goth. -(u)h in sah, soh, ]>atuh this). 
The ]>- forms were ult. extended through
out the paradigm, and, whereas orig. the 
first alone was inflected (e.g. OHG. n. nom. 
dese, g. sg. desse, pl. dese), the second el. came 
to be inflected also (e.g. OHG. g. sg. desses 
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THISTLE 

= OE. pisses); finally the first el. ceased to 
be inflected. As adv. equiv. to thus in various 
uses (xrv; now esp. in this much, this far, 
a:r:d the like), per~. from OE. instr. jJys, 
]Jzs, or ace. sg. n. ]Jzs. Hence thi·swrsE. XIII 
(Cursor M.). 

THOUGH 

thwingan, OHG. thzvingan, dzv-, ON. pvinga 
force, constrain. 

thorax p5·rreks (anat.) part of the body 
between the neck and the abdomen. XVI. 
- L. thorax- Gr. thOrax ( -iiko-) breastplate, 
breast, chest. So thoracic -~·sik. xvu. 
-medL.- Gr. thistle pi·sl prickly plant of the genus 

C_arduus and closely allied genera. OE. 
]Jistel (some mod. dials. authenticate i, e.g. thorium p5·ri;~m (chem.) dark-grey metal-
S?merset dai·sl) = OS. tldstil, OHG. distil, lie element. XIX. - modL. thorium (Ber-
dzstila (LG. diestel, distel, Du. distel, G. zelius, r8z8-g), f. Thor Korse god-t-IUM. 
dis~el, also diestel), ON. ]J'istill :- Germ. thorn p5m A. sharp-pointed process on 
*]Jistilaz, -ilii, of unkn. origin. a plant; thorn-bearing plant (cf. HAW-

thither ili-l'l;~.r to that place. OE. ]Jider, THORN); B. runic character p. OE. jJorn = 
alt. by assim. to hider HITHER, of earlier OS. thorn (Du. doorn), (O)HG. dorn, ON, 
jJreder, corr. to ON. jJaora there, thither, porn, Goth. ]Jaurnus :- CGerm. ]Jurnuz 
f. demons. base *]Ja- of THAT, THE+suffix :-IE. *tpzus, f. *trn- tern-, as repr. also by 
denoting 'towards' (IE. *trii(d), as in L. Oir. trdinin small stalk of grass, OS!. trtmu 
intra within, extra outside, Skr. tdtra there thorn, Skr. tft;am grass-stalk, Gr. ternax 
then). (] For the change of d to iJ cl cactus prickle. Hence tho·rnY1

• OE. 
FATHER. ]Jornig (.lElfric, Wulfstan). 

thitsi pi·tsi black varnish tree. XIX. thorough pA·.r;~ obs. or arch. as adv. and 
-Burmese thitsi (written sachclze), f. thit prep. in senses of through; in gen. use as 
tree, wood+asi (in comb. -si) gum. adj. Application of the adv.: fully executed, 

thlaspi pl~·spi genus of cruciferous plants. affecting every part XIII; disyllabic develop-
XVI. - modL. - Gr. thldspi, -is. ment, ]Juruh, of OE. ]Jurh THROUGH, paral-

tholel poul peg, pin, spec. in the gun- leled in OS. thum(h), OHG. duruh, as also 
wale of a boat. OE. jJol(l) = OFris. tholl, in borough, furrow, marrow, sorrow. comp. 
MLG., MDu. dolle (Du. dol), ON. pvl/r tho·roughsAss 3 (mus.) bass part extending 
fir tree, tree, peg, referred to Germ. * jJul-, through a composition. XVII ; tho·rough-
IE. "'tul- (cf. Gr. tzllos peg), extension of bred XVIII; tho·roughFARE xv (earlier 
*tu- swell parallel to *tum- (see THCMB, thurghfm·e, Ch.); cf. G. durchfahrt; 
Tu:.wuR). Thevars. thoule, thowle, corr. to the tho·roughgoing XIX (Scott, who has also 
present oarsman's pronunc. paul, appear thoroughgaun). 
XVII; theyareprob. due to assoc. with DOWEL. thorp p5.rp (arch., hist.) hamlet, village. 
The want of evidence between the OE. OE. ]Jrop, occas. (prob. from ON.) jJorp = 
period and xv (Promp. Parv.) pro b. indicates OFris. thorp, therp (cf. TERP), OS. thorp 
loss of the OE. word and its supersession by (Du. dorp), OHG. (G.) dorf village, ON. 
the 0~. jJorp hamlet, farmstead, Goth. paurp field, 

thole 2 poul (arch., dial.) suffer. OE. jJolian land, estate :- CGerm. * ]mrpam, of uncer-
= OFris. thalia, OS. tholon, tholian, OHG. tain origin, but connected by some with 
dolan, doZen, ON. pola, Goth. pulan; \V. tref town, OBret. treb dwelling, Gaulish 
CGerm. f. * ]ml- repr. weak grade of IE. tribal name Atrebates 'occupiers'. 
*tal- *tel- *tl- raise, remove, of CIE. those ilouz, pl. of THAT1• OE. jJiis, ME. 
extent (exc. Balto-Sl.), as in Gr. tlenai (southern) jJos, pl. of THIS; from XIV, first 
endure, bear, tdlanton balance, TALE;>;~T, in northern and later in midland and south-
L. tollere raise, tuli (pt.) bore. ern speech, pl. of demons. pron. and adj. 

Thomas t<:>·m;~s common male Christian that; rep!. tho (OE. pii, pl. of se, sea, ];ret 
name. -late L. Thiimiis, Gr. Tlzomiis, of THE), which remained in literary use till xvr, 
Aram. origin ('twin'); name of 'the doubt- and survives in Sc. and north. dial. as thae. 
ing Apostle' (see John XX zs). Cf. Tor,r, thou iJau pron. denoting the person (or 
TOMMY. thing) addressed. OE. ]Ju = OFris., OS. thU 

Thomist tou·mist follower of Thomas (LG. du), OHG. du (G. du), ON. jJu, Goth. 
Aquinas(c.Izzs-74)theAngelicDoctorxvr. ]Ju :- CGerm. repr. of IE. *tu, whence also 
- rnedL. Thomista, f. L. Th.omiis; see prec., L., Oir., Av. tii, Gr. (Doric) tu, Attic su 
-IST. Cf. F. tlzomiste (Pascal). Hence (after ace. se, d. soi), OS!. ty, Lith. tu, W. 
Tho·miSM. XVIII. ti, Skr. tvdm (after ahdm I), Tach. tu; see 

thong p<:>l) narrow strip of hide or leather. also THEE, THINE, THY. Hence thou vb. xv; 
OE. ];wang, ];wong, which became pong cf. THEE vb.; so Ice!. ]Jua, medL. tuiire, 
(xm) by absorption of w in 0 = OFris. tuisiire, ME. thowtyn (Promp. Parv.), G. 
thwang, MLG. dwank constraint, OHG. dutzen, F. tutoyer; It. tuizzare. (] Eng. 
dv;ang rein (MHG. dzvanc, twanc, G. zzuang), has generalized the long str. form, G. the 
f. Germ. * pwavg-, whence also late Nhb. short unstr. form. 
pl. i'fuuencgu, Anglian pzvrenga, corr. to 0~. though i5ou, (Sc. and north. Eng.) po adv. 
pvengr :- * pwavgiz, rei. further to OE. for all that; conj. notwithstanding that. xu. 
gepwinglod bound up, OFris. thwinga, OS. ME. jJOh (in Orm jJohh), *]Ji5h, prehistoric 
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form of ON. p6 (OEN. pau), earlier *pauh 
= OE. peah (whence ME. peh, peih, peigh, 
and pah, pauh, pau;, which were obs. 
before rsoo), OFris. thdch, OS. thoh (Du. 
doch), OHG. doh (G. doch), Goth. pauh or, 
yet; CGerm. advb. formation on pron. base 
*]Ja- THE, THAT+(in Goth. -uh) the particle 
repr. by L. -que, Gr. te, Skr. ca and. 

thought ]:>5t action or act of thinking ; 
tanxiety, solicitude XIII; very small amount 
XVI. repr. OE. jJiiht and the more freq. 
gejJoht =OS. githtiht (Du. gedachte), OHG. 
gidaht :-Germ. *ga]Javxt-, f. *Przvkjan 
THINK; cf. synon. ON. p6tti, P6ttr, Goth. 
Piihtus, f. * Puvxt-. 

thousan_d ]:>au·z;~nd Iooo, M. OE. pusend 
= OFns. thusend, OS. thusundig, OHG. 
thu-, dusunt (Du. duizend, G. tausend), ON .. 
Pusund, Goth. jJiisundi :- CGerm. * pusundi, 
cogn. with Balto-Sl. *tilssn(iii (repr. by 
Lith. tzikstantis, OS!. tys~sta, Russ. tjsyacha), 
the first el. of which has been identified 
with the base of L. twnere swell, Skr. tuvi 
much, the second el. with hundred (cf. ON. 
Pllshundrao IOoo), the etyma!. meaning 
being 'many hundreds'. (jJ There is no 
CIE. word as with the earlier numbers. 

thrall ]:>r51 villein, serf, slave, OE. Prrel 
(first in late Nhb.) - ON. ]Jrcell, perh. :
"' ]Jraxilaz, f. Germ. "'Prax- * Prex- run; cf. 
Goth. ]Jragjan run, OHG. dref(il, drigil 
servant, (prop.) runner. Hence thrall vb. 
(arch.) bring into bondage, ENTHRALL. XIII 
(La3.). thra·lDoM (xu). (jJ The Sc. var. 
threll (xrv) became thril(l), which by meta
thesis became thirl, whence, from the two 
forms, were derived tthrillage (xiv-xv) and 
thirlage (XVI). 

thranite ]:>rei·nait rower in one of the tiers 
ef a trireme. xrx. -Gr. thranites, f. thranos 
bench (cf. thronos seat, THRONE); see -ITE. 

thrash ]:>rreJ A. thresh (corn, etc.) XVI 
(Sh.); B. chastise by beating xvn ; C. 
(naut.) beat (one's way); D. lash out, 
plunge XIX. metathetic alt. of an early form 
repr. by OE. prerscan, parallel with perscan 
THRESH, which is now the prevalent form in 
sense A. 

thrasonical pr;~s:J·nik;~l given to boasting. 
XVI. f. L. thrasii(n-) - Gr. Thrdson name of 
the braggart soldier in Terence's 'Eunu
chus', f. thrasus bold, resolute, rei. to 
thdrsos, Lesbian thersos (cf. THERSITICAL); 
see DARE, -ICAL. 

thread pred cord composed of spun fibres 
of flax, etc. OE. ; length of yarn forming a 
constituent of such fabric XII ; trans£. and 
fig. XIV. OE. prred = OS. ]Jrad, OHG. 
drat (Du. draad, G. draht), ON. prdiJr :
Germ. "'Pr:'iJouz, f. *Pr:'iJ- twist (see THRow). 
Hence thread vb. XIV. threa·dBARE leav
ing bare the thread of warp and woof. XIV 
(PP!., Ch.); fig. xv (Hoccleve). 

threat pr·et tthrong, troop;. toppression, 
affliction OE. ; denunciation of evil to come 

THRIFI' 

(? OE.), xr. OE. preat m., cogn. with ON. 
praut fern. struggle, labour, f. Germ. 
"'Praut- "'Preut- "'Prut- base of OE. Preatian 
(see below), ]Jreotan trouble, Du. ver\drieten, 
weary, OHG. irldrio~an (MHG. veridrie~en, 
G. veridriessen annoy) vex, Goth. usiPriutan 
trouble; pro b. cogn. with L. triidere thrust 
(cf. ABSTRUSE, OBTRUDE). So vb. (arch. or 
dial.) OE. ]>reatian, superseded by threa·
tEN5 (OE. preatnian) tpress, urge, from XIII 
utter threats against, from XVII (Sh.) be 
ominous (of). 

three pri 3, iii. OE.]ni,priem., prio, preo f., 
n. = OFris. thre, thriii, thriu, OS. thria, threa, 
thriu, OHG. dri, drio, driu (Du. drie, G. drei), 
ON. ]>rlr, ]>ridr, priu, Goth. "'Preis, Prija :
CGerm. *]Jrijiz :- IE. *trejes, whence 
also L. tres, tria, Gr. trefs, tria, Skr. trdyas, 
etc. Cf. THIRD, THIRTEEN, THIRTY, THRICE, 
TRI-, TRIO. three-halfpence ]:>rihei·pans 
(-halpenys xv), -halfpenny -hei·peni, half
pennyworth,l-ha'porth hei·paJ]:> (-halp
worthe xv). threePENCE pre·p;~ns, pri·pans, 
]JrA·pans XVI, three·PENNY -p;~ni. XV; 
threepe·nnyworth, -penn'orth -pe·n;~Jp 
(t-penneard xvn). 

threnody ]:>re·nodi lament for the dead, 
dirge. xvn. - Gr. threnoidiii, f. threnos 
whence late L. threnus (also medL. threna), 
Eng. tlzrene (xv)+oidi ODE; see -Y 3• 

thresh ]:>ref separate the grain from (corn) 
by beating, etc. ME. threshe-n (xu), con
tinuing metathetic alt. of OE. Persian, pt. 
prersi,]>urscon, pp. porscen = :VILG., MDu. 
derschen (LG., Du. dorschen), OHG. 
dreskan (G. dreschen), ON. preskja, Goth. 
]Jriskan, f. CGerm. *Persk- :-IE. *tersk-, 
repr. in Balto-Sl. by words denoting 
'crackle', 'crash', 'rattle'. 1JJ The Germ. 
word is the source of a widespread Rom. vb. 
with senses 'trample', 'dance' (OF. treschier, 
Sp. triscar, It. trescare). Hence thre·shER1 

person or machine that threshes XIV ; 
shark so named from the upper division of 
its tail with which it lashes an enemy XVII. 
Cf. THRASH. 

threshold pre·Jould sill of a doorway, 
entrance to a building. OE. Persiold, 
perxold, prescold, prexold, -wold = ON. 
preskgldr, -kjQldr (Norw., Sw. troskel, Da. 
dBritrerskel); cf. OHG. driscujli (G. dial. 
drischaufel); the first el. is OE. Persian 
THRASH, in the primitive sense of 'tread, 
trample', the second el. is not identifiable. 
1JJ The great variety of forms in Eng. is 
equalled or exceeded in rel. langs. 

thrice prais three times. xu. ME. ]JriJes, 
pries, f. (with-es -s) prie :- OE. ]>riga, var. of 
Priwa = OFris. thria, OS. thriuuo, thrio 
(peculiar to the Saxon-Frisian group). f. 
"'Pri- THREE + advb. -a, with cons. glide 
intervening ; cf. TWICE. 1JJ Spelt with -ce 
to express final voiceless s, as dice, mice, 
once, t·wice. 

thrift ]:>rift tthriving condition XIII ; 
tprosperity, success; tgains, savings XIV; 



THRILL THRUM 

industry ; economical management ; plant 
Anneria maritima XVI. - ON. prift, f. 
prifask THRIVE; see -T1 • Hence thri·ftY1 

thriving ; tworshipful, .respectable XIV; 
careful of expenditure XVI. 

thrill pril A. tpierce (lit. and fig.) XIII 
(Cursor M.); B. affect, be affected, with a 
wave of emotion XVI (Sh.); C. thud (a 
piercing weapon) XVII; D. quiver XVIII. 
Metathetic var. of (dial.) thirl, OE. pyrlian, 
f. pyr(e)l perforation, hole, aperture (see 
NOSTRIL) :- ""pyrhi[, "'jmrhi[, f. purh 
THROUGH+ -EL 1 ; cf. the adjs. OE. pyre[, 
OHG. dur(i)hhil perforated. The rise of the 
last senses C and D is not clearly accounted 
for. Hence sJ;>. XVII. 

thrips prips minute insect infecting plants. 
XVIII. - L. (Pliny)- Gr. thrips, pl.· thripe, 
wood-worm. 

thrive praiv pt. throve prouv, pp. 
thriven pri·vn; also pt., pp. thrived 
praivd (XIV) t grow, increase XIII (Orm); 
prosper XIII (Cursor M.). ME. prive, .pt. 
priif, later prof, pp. priven (XIV). -ON. 
prifask, pt. ]Jreifsk, reft. of prifa lay hold of 
suddenly, grasp (cf. the similar use of 
takask, reft. taka seize, TAKE). 

throat prout front part of the neck, passage 
through it to lungs or stomach. OE. prate, 
protu = OHG. dro:;:;a (MHG. dro:;:;e, 
whence G. drossel; see THROTTLE), f. Germ. 
""prut- ""prut- (repr. also by ON. proti 
swelling, OE. prutian, ON. prutna swell, 
prutinn swollen), to which there is a parallel 
synon. Germ. *strut- repr. by OS. strata 
(Du. strot) throat, OFris. strotbolla, beside 
OE. ]>rotbolla, OFris. throtbolla Adam's 
apple, and MHG. stro:;:;e, whence It. 
strozza throat, strozzare strangle). If the 
basic meaning is 'thrust out, project, swell', 
the application to the throat was prob. in 
ref. to the appearance of the front of it. 
Hence throa·tv1• XVII. 

throb pmb (of the heart) beat strongly XIV 
(probbant prp., PPI., obs. frob XVI); (gen.) 
pulsate XIX. Presumably of imit. origin. 
Hence sb. XVI (Spenser, Lyly). 

throe prou tspasm, paroxysm XII; agony 
of death XIII; violent convulsion or struggle 
XVII. ME. prowe, north. ]>rawe (Sc. thraw), 
sp. throe (xvu) perh. by assoc. with woe; 
poss. repr. obscurely OE. prea, prawu 
threat, calamity, with influence from 
pr6wian suffer. 

thrombosis prombou·sis (path.) coagula
tion of the blood. xvm. - modL. -Gr. 
thrombOsis curdling, f. thrombofisthai become 
curdled or clotted, f. thr6mbos, lump, clot, 
whence modL. thro·mbus (used in Eng. 
from xvn); see -OSIS. 

throne proun seat of state, of a deity XIII; 
third (from Col. i 16) order of angels XIV, 
ME. trone (XIII-XVI), (assim. early to the 
L. form) throne- OF. trone (mod. trone) 
- L. thronus - Gr. thr6nos elevated seat. 

Hence throne vb. (arch.) ENTHRONE XIV; 
be enthroned xvu (Sh.). 

throng pro!) A. crowd XIII (Cursor M.); 
B. crowding, crowded condition XIV. In 
sense A- ON. pr(mg, corr. to OE. geprang, 
:V1LG., MHG. gedrang (G. drang crowd, 
pressure); cf. OHG. drangod, githrcngi, 
MLG., MHG. gedrenge (G. gedriinge); in 
sense B f. throng vb. tpress, crush; push 
one's way XIV; form a crowd, crowd round, 
press upon XVI; fill zvith a crowd XVII. The 
vb. is prob. orig. f. (dial.) throng adj. 
pressed close together (XIV) - ON. prpngr 
narrow, close, crowded, rei. to OE. pringan 
press, crowd, throng= OS. thringan, OHG. 
dringan (Du., G. dringen), ON. pryngva, 
also to Goth. preihan; the Germ. base 
*priyg(w)- *priyx(w)- is rei. to a widespread 
IE. base with reprs. seen in Av., Lith., and 
Celtic. 

throstle ]:>ro·sl thrush, mavis. OE. Prostle 
= OS. throsla, OHG. droscala (G. drossel), 
f. Germ. *Jnau(d)st-, -sk-, based on IE. 
formations repr. by L. turdus, Celtic and 
Balto-Sl. names of the bird. See THRUSH1• 

throttle pm·tl compress the throat of, so as 
to suffocate. XIV. Late ME. throtel, -il, perh. 
f. THROAT...L-LE 3 • (jf Not f. much later 
(dial.) throttle throat (xv1), which has the 
form of dim. of THROAT, like synon. G. 
drossel (f. MHG. dro::;:;e, OHG. dro:r:ra), 
whence tdrosseln, erdrosseln strangle. 

through prii prep. from end to end or from 
side to side of; by the agency or means of; 
adv. from end to end. OE. ]>urh = OFris. 
thruch, OS. thurh, thuru, (M)Du. door, 
OHG. duruh, -ih, dur (G. durch, dial. dur) 
:- WGerm. * jmrx, of which a var. ""perh is 
repr. by OE. (late Nhb.) perch, p<erch, 
Goth. pairh through, OHG. derh perforated; 
cf. further OE. pyrel hole (see NOSTRIL); 
the basic *tr- is seen in Olr. tre, tri, L. 
trans across. The metathetic forms (pruh, 
etc.) appear c.1300 and became universal 
in XV. Cf. THOROUGH, THRILL. comp. 
throughou·T adv. right through, OE. 
]>urhiit, prep. XI; cf. modG. durchaus. 

throw j:>rou pt. threw ]Jrii, pp. thrown 
proun twist (now only dial. or in techn. 
sense of preparing and twisting raw silk into 
thread xv) ; from xm in various uses of cast. 
OE. ]Jriiwan, pt. preow, pp. p1·awen = OS. 
thriiian, OHG. driien, driijen, driiwen (Du. 
draaien, G. drehen); WGerm. str. vb. (Da. and 
Sw. forms are- LG.), based on IE. *ter-, 
repr. by L. terere rub (see TRITE), Gr. te{rein 
wear out, trbna hole, Lith. trinit I rub, Oir. 
tarathar borer. Hence sb. XVI. (jf Super
seded OE. weorpan (see WARP) as the gen. vb. 
for throwing, sharing various senses with 

. cast, which is of Scand. origin. 
thrum1 prAill end of a warp-thread left 

unwoven, short piece of waste thread. XIV. 
repr. OE. prum in (under)tungeprum liga
ment of the tongue = MDu. drom, drum 
(mod. Du. has dreum thrum), OHG., MHG. 
drum end-piece, remnant (G. trumm end-
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piece, triimmer remnants, ruins), f. Germ. 
•prum- •pram- (whence ON. prQmr :
• pramuz); the IE. base •trm- is repr. also by 
L. terminus, termo, Gr. terma end, TERM. 

thrum 2 prAm play on a stringed instru
ment XVI ; strum upon XVII ; recite in sing
song fashion; drum (on) XVIII. Of imit. 
origin. 'l! 'Anon to our gitteme, thrumple
dum, thrumpledum thrum' (Udall 'Royster 
Doyster' II i, c.xsso)_ 

thrush1 prAJ bird of the genus Turdus. 
OE. prysce (:- •pruskjon), rei. to synon. 
OE. prii!sce, •preasce = OHG. drosca (:
• prauskon) j cf. THROSTLE. 

thrush2 prAJ A. disease (esp. of infants) 
marked by white specks in the mouth XVII 
(Pepys) ; B. in the horse, inflammation of the 
frog of the hoof XVIII. Of unkn. origin; but 
in sense A cf. Sw., ODa. tersk, Da. troske; 
in sense B FRUSH. 

thrust prAst use the force of impact (upon). 
XII. Early ME. prilste (in w.midl. tothruste 
pt. XII), e.midl. ]>riste (Havelok), preste 
-ON. ]Jrysta (:- •]>rustjan), which has been 
referred to IE. •trud-, whence L. trudere 
(cf. ABSTRUSE, EXTRUDE, INTRUDE, PROTRUDE). 
Hence thrust sb. XVI. 

thud pAd t(Sc.) come with a blast or gust 
XVI (Douglas); produce a dull heavy sound 
XVIII. pro b. identical with OE. pyddan, ME. 
thildde thrust, push ( :- • pudjan), rei. to 
OE. poddettan push, beat(:- •]>udatjan) and 
paden, ME. ]>ode, early mod. thode (Bun
yan) violent wind. Hence thud sb. blast, 
gust XVI (Douglas); heavy blow XVIII; 
dull heavy sound XIX. In earliest use Sc. 
and north. dial. ; not in gen. Eng. use before 
XIX, when it became familiar (c.I8so), prob. 
through writers whose works show local 
colouring, e.g. Emily Bronte, George Eliot. 

thug pAg (Thug) professional robber and 
murderer in India, (hence) cut-throat, 
ruffian. XIX. - Hindi, Marathi thag cheat, 
swindler. So thuggee· system practised by 
the thugs. XIX. - Hindi thagi. 

thuja pju·d3a now the more usual form of 
THUYA. XVIII. modL. (Linnreus). 

Thule pju·li name of an island supposed 
by Polybius to be the northernmost region 
in the world. OE., ME. Tyle, Tile (Alfred, 
Ch., Trevisa), mod. Thule (xvi)- L. Thule, 
Thyle- Gr. Tho{tle, Thfi.le, of unkn. origin. 

thumb pAm short innermost digit of the 
hand. OE. puma = OFris., OS. thuma, 
MLG., MDu. dume (Du. duim), OHG. 
duma (G. daumen) :- WGerm. •]>umon 
(ON. has pumalfingr; cf. THIMBLE); repr. 
IE. •tum-, one of several extensions of 
•tu- swell, as seen also e.g. in THOLE1, 

THOUSAND, TUMOUR, TUMULT, TUMULUS. 
The parasitic b found in pl. pumbes (xii), 
sg. ]Joumbe (XIII), had no permanent effect 
on the pronunc. Hence vb. XVI. 

THWART 

Thummim pA·mim Heb. thummim per
fection, var. oftummim, pl. of tom complete
ness. XVI. See URIM. 

thump pAmp strike or beat heavily. XVI. 
So as sb. XVI. imit. ; similar forms are 
EFris. dump knock, Ice!., Sw. dial. dumpa 
vb. thump. 

thunder pA·nd;}J loud noise accompanying 
lightning. OE. punor = OFris. thuner, OS. 
thunar, OHG. donar (Du. donder, G. donner), 
ON. ]>6rr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) f. IE. 
•tn- •ton-, as in L. toniire thunder. So vb. 
OE. ]>um·ian = Du. donderen, G. donnern. 
'l! In thunderbolt (xv), thunderstroke (XVI) 
the reference is to the supposed destructive 
power of thunder as the accompaniment of 
lightning. 

thurible pju;}·ribl censer. xv (turrible, 
thoryble, Promp. Parv.). - (O)F. thurible or 
L. t(lz)iiribulum, f. t(lz)itr-, t(h)us incense 
-Gr. tlu!os sacrifice, offering, incense. So 
thu·rifer one who carries a thurible. XIX. 
-ceciL. (cf. -FEROUS); earlier thuri·bulER2 

(xvr)- OF. thuribulier- medL. thilribu
liirius. 

Thursday p;';·Jzdi fourth day of the week. 
OE. ]Jur(e)sdceg, for ]Junresdreg, f. g. of 
]mnor THUNDER; partly assoc. with ON. 
p6rsdagr; corr. to (M)Du. donderdag, OHG. 
donarestac (G. donnerstag), rendering late L. 
Jovis dies Jupiter's day (whence F. jeudi, 
It. giovedl). 

thus <'5As in this manner, like this, to this 
extent. OE. pus = OS. thus, (M)Du. dus, 
of unkn. origin. Hence thu·sNESS in (joe.) 
this thusness ('A. Ward'). thu·swiSE (arch.). 
XIV. 'l! A similar formation is (M)Du. zus, 
(M)LG ziis, OHG.,'_MHG. sus. 

thuya pu·ja one of a genus of conifers. 
xvm. irreg. repr. of Gr. tlztiia, var. of thuli, 
name of the source of THYINE wood. See 
THUJA. 

thwack pwrek beat or strike as with a stick. 
xvr. imit.; cf. (diaL) thack, OE. ]>accian, 
ME. thakke. Hence sb. XVI. 

thwart1 pw5Jt (arch.) adv. and prep. 
athwart XIV; adj. obstinate, perverse XIII. 
Early ME. ]>wert (Orm pwerrt), first in 
comp. adv. ]>wert out thoroughly, and prep. 
]>zvert over across, adj. perverse- ON. pvert, 
orig. n. of ]>verr transverse, cross = OE. 
]>zve(o)rh crooked, cross, perverse, OHG. 
dzverh, twerch, G. zwerclz (in comp. ilber
zwerch across, zwerclzjell diaphragm), Goth. 
]>wairhs cross, angry:- CGerm. *pwerxwaz, 
f. IE. •twerk- *twork-, as in L. torquere 
twist; cf. ATHWART. 

thwart9 pw5Jt rower's bench. xvm. 
Appears 1736 in Bailey's folio diet. as a var. 
of thought, which is evidenced from XIV 
(Sandahl) as a var. of earlier n. dial. thojt, 
OE. ]>ojte = MDu. dofte, dochte (Du. doft), 
OHG.dofta(G.ducht,dujtisfromLG.),ON. 
popta :- Germ. *tufto, taken to be f. a base 
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meaning 'squat'. The absence of evidence 
for thoft between 1513 (Douglas) and mod. 
Sc. (Jamieson) and north. dial. and the 
replacement of thought by thzcart (presu
mably under the influence of THWART1) 

render the history obscure. 

thy tiai clipped form of THI:-iE (ME. ]Ji XII). 

Thyestean ]Jaiesthm; -e·stian pert. to 
Thyestes, in ancient Gr. legend brother of 
Atreus, who at a banquet made him eat of 
the flesh of his two sons; see -EAN. XVII 
(Milton). 

thyine ]Jahn epithet of a tree mentioned 
in Rev. xviii 12. XIV (Wycl. Bible, tyyn). 
- L. thyinus- Gr. thUinos, f. thUii THUYA; 
see -INE1• 

thylacine pai·lasain native Tasmanian 
'wolf', a carnivorous marsupial. XIX. -F. 
thylacine, modL. thylacinus, f. Gr. thillakos 
pouch; see -INE1 • 

thyme taim fragrant aromatic herb of the 
genus Thymus. XIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. 
thym - L. thymum- Gr. tlulmon (also -os). 
f. thilein burn sacrifice, f. base *dlzu- cause 
to smoke. 

thyro- ]Jai"·rou used as comb. of next. 
XIX (in modL. XVII). 

thyroid ]Jai"·roid (anat.) t. cartilage 
Adam's apple; t. gland, t. body one of the 
'ductless glands'. XVIII. -F. tthyroide 
(Pare) or modL. thyroides (Blancard) - Gr. 
thuroidifs, erron. for thureoeidifs (x6vSpos 
Ovp<oELD~s thyroid cartilage, Galen), f. 
thure6s stone put against a door, oblong 
shield (as door-shaped), f. thurii DOOR; see 
-om. 

thyrsus ]Ja·.rsas pl. thyrsi ]JJ·.rsai (Gr. and 
Roman antiq.) staff or spear tipped with a 
pine-cone ornament; (bot.) form of in
florescence. XVIII. - L. - Gr. thursos stalk 
of a plant. 

thyself 15aise·lf emph. and refl. vars. of 
THOU and THEE. ME. pi siilj, jJi self (xm), 
rep!. }Je self (OE. to XIV), i.e. THEE and SELF; 
cf. MYSELF. 

tiara tiii·ra conical cap of ancient Persians 
XVI; pope's triple crown XVII; lady's orna
mental headband XVIII. - L. tiara- Gr. 
tidra, tidriis, partly through It. tiara; in all 
senses preceded by anglicized tiar(e), partly 
due to (O)F. tiare. 

Tibetan, Thibetan tibe·tan, tibi-tan, ti·be
tan of or pert. to Tibet, a country of central 
Asia, or its language. XIX. The current 
Eur. name of the country (called by the 
Tibetans Bod, pronounced as Bhod, Bhot) 
repr. Tii-bhot, i.e. 'High Bod', native name 
of the plateau bordering Mongolia, China, 
and Kashmir, by which Eur. travellers 
approached Tibet; see -AN. 

tibia ti · bia larger of the two bones of the 
lower leg. XVIII. - L. tibia shin-bone, flute. 
So ti·biAL1 • XVI. - L. 

TICKTACK 

tical tikii·l, ti·kal former Siamese silver 
coin. XVII. - Pg. tical, ~repr. native taizkii. 

tice tais (dial.) Aphetic of tattice, -ise, 
E:-.<TICE, but earlier than these forms and 
prob. immed. -OF. atisier. Hence sb. 
yorker (in cricket). 

tick1 tik kind of mite. OE. *'ticca or *tica 
(recorded once as ticia vm), ME. tyke, teke, 
later ticke (xvi), corr., with variation of 
vowel and cons., to MLG., MDu. teke 
(Du. teek), OHG. zecho (G. zecke), f. 
WGerm. *tlk- *tikk-; the ME. forms may 
be partly due to MLG. or MDu.; Arm. tiz 
bug, and Ir. dega stag-beetle are compared. 

tick" tik (dial.) touch or tap lightly, esp. toy, 
dally XIII (ticki, AncrR.); make short quick 
beats XVIII; mark with a dash, etc. 'XIX. 
pro b. imit. So tick sb. slight touch xv (tek; 
in the game of tick or tig XVII Drayton) ; 
quick dry sound XVII; small dot or dash XIX. 
The parallel LG. tikk touch, moment, in
stant, Du. tik pat, touch, tikken pat, tick, 
lVIHG. zic slight touch or pressure, spot, 
crafty conduct, OHG. zekfm pluck (MHG. 
zicken push), ~orw. tikke touch lightly 
(from LG.), may point to a \VGem1. base, 
or the various forms may be independent 
expressive formations. 

tick3 tik case or cover of a mattress or 
pillow, (hence) material of this. xv (tikke, 
teke, tyke). corr. to and prob. immed.
MLG., MDu. teke and lVIDu. like (Du. 
tijk), rei. to OHG. ziahha, ziecha (G. zieche 
bed-tick, pillow-case); \VGerm. - L. theca 
-Gr. thike case, f. IE. *dhe- place (see no1). 

tick• tik in phr. (go, run, play) on tick on 
credit, on trust XVII; short for TICKET (used 
in similar phr. go on the ticket, etc., from 
c.r6oo). 

ticket ti·kit (short) written notice, label; 
tvoucher, warrant, promise to pay (phr. on 
the t.; cf. TICK4) XVI; slip bearing evidence 
of the holder's title to something XVII; 
(U.S.) list of candidates for election XVIII; 
the t., the correct thing XIX. Aphetic- F. 
ttftiquet (cf. ETIQJ.:ETTE), OF. estiquet(te), 
f. estiquier, estequier fix, stick, var. of 
estichier, estechier - :.VIDu. steken; see -ET. 
Hence vb. XVII. 

tickle ti·kl tbe thrilled (R. Mannyng); 
excite agreeably XIV (Ch.); touch, stroke, 
or poke so as to excite xv. prob. frequent. 
of TICK 2 ; see -LE 3• For synon. words with 
similar cons. structure, cf. OE. tinclian, 
citelian, (dial.) kittle, OHG. kizzilon (G. 
kitzeln, dial. zicklen), 0~. kitla, L. titilliire 
TITII.LATE. Hence ti·ckLISH1• XVI; super
seding (dial.) tickle (xvi) in senses 'delicate', 
'precarious'. 

ticktack ti·ktre·k expressive of duplicated 
or alternating ticking sound. XVI. Cf. Du. 
tiktak, G. ticktack, F. tic-tac. So ti·ck-ti·ck. 
xvm, ti·ck-to·ck (of the ticking of a clock). 
XIX. 
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TICKY 

ticky ti·ki (S. Africa) threepenny piece. 
XIX. perh. native alt. of a Eur. word, e.g. 
TICKET, or Du. stukje little piece, 

tidal tai•d;~l pert. to the tide or tides. XIX. 
f. TIDE1 B+-AL1• «::f Of techn. origin and 
currency. 

tiddlywink ti·dliwil)k A. (sl.) beershop; 
B. (pl.) game played with (1) dominoes, 
(2) counters. XIX. Of unkn. origin; with A 
cf. sl. tiddly a drink, drunk. 

tide1 taid A. tportion of time, season, age; 
thour; (arch.) point of time, due time; 
definite time of day or of the year (surviving 
in eventide, noontide, springtide); church 
anniversary or festival (arch. except as in 
Eastertide, Shrovetide, Whitsuntide) OE.; 
B. swelling of the sea or its alternate rising 
and falling XIV. OE. tid = OS. tid (Du. 
tijd), OHG. zit (G. zeit), ON. tio :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *tidiz, f. *ti- (cf. TIME) :-IE. 
*di *dii(i)- divide, cut up, repr. by Gr. 
daiesthai divide, distribute, dais, daiti! por
tion, meal, daimon DE:\ION, Skr. ddyate 
share, ddti, dydti cut, harvest, share, Arm. 
ti age, years, time, Gr. demos DEME. In B 
prob. after MLG. (ge)tide, tie, MDu. 
ghetide (Du. tij, getiJ), a special develop
ment of the sense 'fixed time'. So tide 
(arch.) happen, befall. OE. tidan, earlier 
getidan, f. the sb. «::f Often sp. 'tide, as if 
for BETIDE, 

tide2 taid flow or carry along like the tide 
XVI; get over, surmount XVII. f. TIDE1 B. 

tidings tai·dil]z (pl.; formerly also sg.) 
piece of news. Late OE. tidung, pro b., with 
assim. to -ING\ anglicization of Oi'-!. tioendi, 
-indi events, news, f. tior adj. happening, 
occurring + nominal suffix; various types 
of form exist in ME., showing different 
stages of adaptation and blending of 0~. 
and native features; the ON. forms are 
directly repr. by tij;ennde (Orm), tioind 
(La;J.). Cf. G. zeitung newspaper. 

tidy tai·di in good condition, of good ap
pearance XIII; timely, seasonable (presum
ably the orig. sense); excellent, worthy 
XIV; of neat habits or appearance XVIII ; 
pretty good, pretty big XIX ; s b. object for 
keeping persons or things neat xrx. ME. 
tidi, f. tid time, TIDE1 + -Y1 • Cf. OHG. 
zitig (G. zeitig), Du. tijdig timely. 

tie tai that with which anything is fastened 
OE. ; fig. bond, connexion XVI ; equality 
between competitors XVII. OE. teah (teag- ), 
teg = ON. taug rope :- Germ. *taugo, f. 
*taux- (cf. TEAM, TOW 2). So tie vb. make 
fast. OE. tigan, late form of \VS. *tiegan, 
Anglian *tegan (ME. te;;en) :- Germ. *'tau
gian (cf. ON. teygja draw). 

tier ti;~.r row, rank of seats, shelves, etc. 
XVI (tier, tire); - (O)F. tire sequence, 
rank, order, f. tirer draw, draw out = Pr., 
Sp. tirar, It. tirare :- Rom. *tiriire, of unkn. 
origin. 

TU.DE 

tierce tia.rs tthird part xv ; third hour of 
the day (9 a.m.); canonical office said at 
this hour (TERCE) XIV; wine measure or 
cask XVI; third of the parries in fencing; 
sequence of three playing cards XVII; 

(mus.) note two octaves and a major third 
above a fundamental note XVII; (her.) 
division of a shield into three equal parts 
XIX. - (O)F. tierce, terce :- L. tertia, sb. use 
of fern. of tertius THIRD. 

tiff tif tslight fit of temper; slight quarrel. 
XVIII. prob. of dial. origin, but no source is 
known. 

tiffany ti·fani kind of thin transparent silk. 
XVII (Holland, Cotgr.). perh. punning use 
(quasi transparency) of tiffany- OF. tifanie 
:- ecclL. theophania- Gr. theophdneia, 
-phdnia EPIPHANY. f. tlze6s god + p/tan
appear; cf. dial. sense 'fine sieve'. 

tiffin ti·fin in India, etc., a light midday 
meal. xvm. For tiffing, gerund of (sl. or 
dial.) tiff drink, sip (XVIII; cf. 'Tiffing, eating, 
or drinking out of meal time', Grose, 1785), 
var. of synon. tift (XVIII), rei. to tiff liquor 
(XVII), sip or drink (XVIII). 

tig tig touch, pat; touch in the game of 
tick or tig. XIX. Hence tig sb. touch, pat 
XVIII; game in which players are chased 
and touched when caught XIX. var. of 
TICK 2• 

tiger tai·g;u large feline quadruped Felis 
tigris. xm. ME. tygre- (O)F. tigre = 
Pr., etc. tigre- L. tigri-s (whence OE. 
pl. tigras, -es)- Gr. tigris. Cf. G., Sw., 
Da. tiger, Du. tijger. Hence tigrEss1 tai·gres. 
XVII ; after F. tigresse. 

tight tait tdense XIV; of close construction 
so as to exclude air, etc. (cf. air-tight, zvater
tight); firmly fixed; taut; (dial.) capable, 
vigorous XVI; (dial.) neat, trim XVII; close
fitting XVIII; (sl.) close-fisted; drunk XIX. 
prob. alt. of thight (surviving dial. in thite, 
theat, impervious, dense, close), perh. orig. 
in ttonnet(h)ight (XIV) designating tonnage; 
-ON. *J;ehtr, pettr watertight, of close 
texture = OE. J;iht firm, solid (as in comps. 
magaj;iht, metej;iht), lVILG., MDu. dicht 
(whence G. dicht dense, close):- *J;iyxtaz, 
f. *]Jivx- grow, repr. by OE. (ge)j;eon, OE. 
githfhan, OHG. gidihan (G. gedeihen grow, 
thrive), Goth. (ga)peihan. As sb. pl. for tight 
breeches, trousers XIX (lVIarryat, Dickens). 
Hence ti·ghtEN5 • XVIII. 

til til plant Sesamum indicum. XIX. 
Hindi til :- Skr. tild. 

Tilbury ti·lbari tA. Sixpenny piece said 
to have been the fare from Gravesend to 
Tilbury Fort xvm; B. light two-wheeled 
carriage named from the inventor XIX. 

tilde ti·ldE sign- placed over n in Spanish to 
indicate the palatalized sound. XIX. - Sp. 
tilde, corr. to F. titre, It. titolo- L. titulu-s 
TITLE, TITTLE, 



TILE 

tile tail thin slab of burnt clay for roofing, 
paving, etc. OE. tigele (ligule), corr. to OS. 
tiegla (Du. tegel), OHG. ziagal, -ala (G. 
ziegel), ON. tigl- L. tegula, f. IE. *leg
cover; see THATCH. 

till1 til labour upon, cultivate. OE. tilian 
strive after, attempt, obtain, treat, cure, 
(late) cultivate = OFris. tilia get, cultivate, 
OS. tilian, tilon obtain (Du. teletl produce, 
beget, raise, cultivate), OHG. zilOn, zilen 
(G. ziele11 aim, strive), Goth. gatilon :
Germ. *tilojan, *tilejan, f. *tilam aim, goal 
(see TILL 2

). Hence ti·liAGE. XV. 

till" til prep. (Sc. and north.) to OE.; up 
to the time of XIV; conj. to the time that xn. 
OE. (~hb.) til, prep. with d. = OFris. til 
(with d.), ON. til (with g.); pro b. from advb. 
use of Germ. sb. *tilam, repr. by OE. till 
fixed point, station, .MLG. til, tel aim, 
point of time, OHG. zil (G. ziel end, limit, 
goal), ON. aldrjtili 'end of life', death, 
Goth. til opportunity; hence prop. 'with the 
limit or goal of' (the place or time specified); 
for further relations see TILL1• In ME. (and 
later) use due to adoption of the ON. word. 

till 3 til tsmall box, etc. contained within a 
larger one xv; box or drawer for holding 
cash in a shop xvn. Of unkn. origin. tl[F. 
tille, which corr. in form but is not recorded 
before xvm, is derived by some from the 
Eng. word; if, however, its source is ON. 
pilja plank, DEAL, it must be much earlier 
and could possibly be the source of the 
Eng. word. 

tiller ti·la.I beam or stock of a crossbow xv; 
bar or beam attached to the rudder-head 
XVII. Late ME. tiler, telor- AN. telier 
weaver's beam :- medL. telii.rium, f. L. tela 
web (see TOIL2). 

tilt1 tilt tthrow down or over; tfall over 
XIV; move unsteadily up and down; cause 
to lean or slant XVI. Late :WE. tilte, tylte 
may repr. OE. *tyltan, later form of 
•tieltan :- *taltjan, f. *taltaz (OE. tealt 
unsteady, whence tealtian totter); but 
perh. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. tylten 
unsteady, Sw. tulta totter). Hence tilt sb. 
inclination. XVI. 

tilt 2 tilt covering of coarse cloth, esp. awn
ing over a cart or boat xv; in Labrador, 
etc. fisherman's or woodcutter's hut XIX. 
var. of tild, teld ( = (OH)G. zelt), perh. in
fluenced by TENT. 

tilt 3 tilt barrier separating combatants in 
an exercise in which the participants ride 
against each other with lances; the combat 
itself XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

tilth tilp tillage, husbandry; tharvest OE. ; 
tilled land XIV. Late OE. tilp, tilpe, f. 
ti[ian TILL1 ; see -THl. 

timar timii-.I in Turkey, fief held by mili
tary service. XVII. - Turk. - Pers. timiir 
attendance, watching. 

TIMOCRACY 

timbal ti·mbal (arch.) kettledrum. XVI!. 
- F. timbale, alteration after cymbale cymbal 
of ttamballe- (with assim. to tambour drum) 
Sp. atabal- Arab. attabl drum (at- is AL- 2

). 

See ATABAL. 

timbale ti':bal membrane resembling a 
drumhead in certain insects ; dish of meat, 
etc. cooked in a crust, so called from its 
shape. XIX. F. (see prec.). 

timber ti ·mba.I tbuilding, edifice; tbuild
ing material, (later) wood for building; 
growing trees OE. ; wooden object, spec. 
beam XIV. OE. timber = OFris. timber, 
OS. timbar, OIIG. zimbar(G.zimmerroom), 
ON. timbr :- CGerm. *timram (cf. Goth. 
timrjan build, timrja builder) :- IE. 
*detnrom, f. *dem- *dlim- *d1fl- build see 
DESPOT, DOME, TOFT. 

timbre ta:·mba:r, ti·mb;u, ti':br quality of 
a musical or vocal sound. XIX. (O)F. timbre 
(orig.) timbrel, bell struck with a hammer, 
table-bell, (whence) sound or sonorous 
quality as of a bell :- Rom. *timbano, 
- medGr. timbanon, Gr. tumpanon TYM
PANUM. 

timbrel ti·mbral tambourine-like instru
ment of percussion. XVI (timberal, Dunbar). 
perh. dim. of synon. ttimbre (xm)- OF. 
timbre; see prec. and -EL 2• 

time taim limited stretch of continued 
existence; period or point in the course of 
this OE. ; indefinite continuous duration 
XIV. OE. tima = 0~. timi time, good time, 
prosperity :- Genn. *timon, f. *ti- stretch, 
extend+ -man-. The notion is also expressed 
in OE. and the other Germ. langs. (not 
Gothic) by another deriv. of the same base, 
viz. TIDE, which was superseded by time in 
the strictly temporal senses. Hence time 
vb. "fbefall XIII; fix, note, etc. the time of 
xrv. timely tai·mli well-timed, tearly. XII; 
modelled on timely adv., OE. timlice (cf. 
ON. timaliga); see -LY', -LY2. timeous 
tai·mas (chiefly Sc.) timely. xv. ti·me
piece. XVIII; the sense of PIECE is 'specimen 
of handicraft, production', as in mantel
piece, masterpiece. 

timenoguy tai·m::mogai· (naut.) rope fastened 
at one end to the fore-rigging and at the 
other to the anchor-stock. XVIII. prob. 
ult. based on (O)F. timon wagon-pole, tiller 
( :- L. thno(n-) beam, pole, rei. to OE. pix! 
pole, shaft, OS. thisla, OHG. dihsala, G. 
deichsel, 0~. pisl :-Germ. *]Jevxslo) and 
GUY1• 

timid ti·mid easily frightened. XVI (Sc.). 
- F. timide or L. timidus, f. timere fear; 
see -ID1• 

timocracy taim<J·krasi polity with a pro
perty qualification for its ruling class XVI; 
polity in which love of honour is the domin
ant motive with the rulers XVII. - (O)F. 
timocratie- medL. timocratia- Gr. timo
kratiii, f. timil honour, value + -kratfii 
-CRACY. 



TIMOROUS 

timorous ti·maras feeling fear. xv. 
(O)F. temoros, -eus (mod. timoreux)- medL. 
timorosus, f. L. timor fear, f. timere; see 
TIMID, -OUS. 

tin tin white highly malleable metal. OE. 
tin = OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. tin, OHG. 
zin (G. zinn), ON. tin :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) •tinam, of unkn. origin, perh. a 
pre-IE. word of western Europe. 

tinamou ti•nJmii XVIII. -F. tinamou
Galibi tinamu. 

tineal ti·l)k;Jl, tincar ti·l)ka.t crude borax. 
XVII. Malay tingkal - Skr. tankat;~a, and 
Urdu tankiir, tinciir. 

tincture ti·l)ktfa;x tdye, pigment XIV; hue, 
colour (spec. in her.) xv; timparted quality, 
tinge; t(Alch.) supposed spiritual principle 
XVI ; tessential principle of a substance ; 
solution of a medicinal principle XVII. - L. 
tinctiira dyeing, f. tinct-, pp. stem of tingere 
dye, TINGE; see -URE. 

tindal ti ·ndal native petty officer of lascars; 
foreman of a gang. XVII. -Hind. tm:ufel 
- Malayalam tm;ujal, Telugu tm:ujelu. 

tinder ti·nda;x dry material that readily 
takes fire from a spark. OE. tynder, tyndre, 
corr. (with variation in suffix and gender) to 
(M)LG. tunder (Du. fonder), OHG. zuntara 
(G. zunder), ON. tundr, f. Germ. •tund
(whence also OHG. zunten kindle, Goth. 
tundnan be kindled), *tend- (whence MHG. 
zinden burn, glow), *tand-, whence OE. 
causative -tendan, dial. find kindle, ignite, 
Goth. tandjan (:- *tandjan), OHG. zantaro 
glowing coal, ON. tandri fire, spark. 

tine tain sharp projecting point, spec. of an 
antler. OE. tind = MLG. tind, OHG. zint, 
ON. tindr, rei. to synon. MLG. tinne, 
OHG. zinna. C.J[ For the loss of final d cf. 
GROIN, LAWN 2, WOODBINE. 

tinea ti·nia ringworm. XVII. - L. tinea 
gnawing worm, moth, worm in the body. 

ting til) sound (a small bell, etc.) xv; emit 
a high singing note XVI. imit. Also ting
tang. 

tinge tind3 impart a slight change of colour 
to xv. - L. tingere dip in liquid, moisten. 
Cf. Gr. tengein moisten, wet. 

tingle ti·l)gl be affected with a ringing or 
thrilling sensation. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Tre
visa). perh. modification of TINKLE by 
assoc. with RING2• 

tinker ti·l)ka;x mender of pots, kettles, etc. 
XIII; (dial.) gipsy, itinerant trader, etc. XVI. 
perh. repr. OE. '*tinecere, f. *tinecian work 
in tin, f. tin(n) TIN, with k-formative as in 
smearcian SMIRK; but the appearance of 
synon. (north.) tinkler a tan earlier date (XII) 
is then difficult to account for. 

tinkle ti·l)kl (of the ears) ring, tingle XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); give forth short sharp ring
ing sounds XIV. 

TIP 

tinnitus tinai·tas (path.) ringing or singing 
in the ears. XIX. - L. tinnitus, f. tinnire 
ring, tinkle, of imit. origin. 

tinsel ti·nsal tattrib. embellished with gold 
or silver thread; sb. fabric so embellished; 
thin plates, strips, etc. of shining metal used 
for ornament XVI ; fig. showy but valueless 
stuff XVII. First in tinsell(e) saten, prob. 
repr. AN. *satin estinceze ( cf. tinselt saten. 
XVI), with loss of final -e as in cosTIVE; 
hence, by ellipsis, used sb.· (O)F. estincelt! 
(in which the s had become mute in XIV), 
f. estincele (mod. etincelle spark), repr. popL. 
*stincilla, f. L. SCINTILLA. 

tint tint (slight or delicate) hue. XVIII 
(Pope). Alt. (perh. by assim. to It. tinto) of 
ttinct (xvii Sh.). - L. tinctus dyeing, f. pp. 
stem of tingere dye, TINGE. Hence as vb. 
XVIII. A painter's word. 

tintinnabulum tintinre·bjuhm small tink
ling bell. XVI. - L., f. tintinniire (whence 
F. tinter), beside L. tintinnire, redupl. f. 
tinnire (see TINNITUS). Hence ti:ntinna
bulA·TION. XIX (Poe). 

tiny tai·ni very small. XVI (late). In the 
earliest exx. always preceded by little; ex
tension with _yl of monosyllabic synon. 
ttine (XIV), of unkn. origin. 

-tion fan ME. -cio(u)n, repr. (O)F. -tion, 
earlier -cion, -ciun, repr. L. -tio(n-), comp. 
suffix f. -t- of a pp. stem + -io(n-) -ION; 
orig. expressing the state or condition of 
being what the pp. imports, e.g. completio 
COMPLETION, the condition of being com
pletus COMPLETE, thence transferred to the 
action or process involved, and so (like 
-ING1 ) acquiring a concr. or quasi-concr. 
notion, as in dictio DICTION, niitio birth, 
brood, NATION, oriitio mode of speaking, 
speech, ORATION. So -tious J;Js repr. L. 
-tiosus, forming adjs. rei. to sbs. in -tion, as 
ambition/ambitious, nutrition/nutritious. 

tip1 tip fine or slender extremity xv; vb. 
(first in pp.) furnish with a tip XIV (tipped 
with horn, t. with lblak,l Ch.) prob. earlier 
in colloq. use, the base being repr. in early 
XIV by tripping pendant. -ON. typpi sb., 
typpa vb., typptr tipped, topped, edged, 
typpingr edging, f. Germ. *tupp- TOP1 ; 

prob. reinforced by - (M)LG., (M)Du. 
tip apex, extremity = MHG. zipj, of 
which there is a deriv. (M)LG., (M)Du. 
tippet, Du. tepel, MHG., G. zipfel. 

tip2 tip tap or touch lightly. XIII. First in 
fig. use in AncrR. (uort jJe nede tippe, AN. 
version desque le besoing le touche until 
necessity touch him) and thereafter not till 
XVI; (hence pro b.) orig. in rogues' cant, 
give, hand, pass XVII; give a gratuity to 
XVIII. perh. orig. identical with TIP\ as if 
'touch the point of', or 'touch as with a 
point'; cf. LG., Du. tippen. Hence tip sb. 
gratuity XVIII; friendly hint (pro b. f. phr. 
tip the wink give a private warning (xvn)) 
XIX, Hence ti·pSTER. XIX. 



TIP 

tip3 tip (dial.) overturn, be overturned XIV; 
incline, tilt; empty out by tilting xvu. 
orig. tipe, in literary use till XVII and still 
dial., the distribution suggesting Scand. 
origin. If the orig. conjugation was tipe, 
tipte, tipt (cf. kepe, kepte, kept), the pt. and 
pp. pro b. affected the inf.; contact with 
TIPz prob. furthered the change. 

tipcat ti·pkret game in which a 'cat' (short 
piece of wood tapered at both ends XVII) is 
struck with a stick. f. TIP"+cAT XIX. 

tippet ti·pit (hist.) long narrow piece of 
cloth as part of a dress XIV; garment covering 
the shoulders xv; (eccl.) clergyman's scarf 
XVI. Of unkn. origin; pro b. -AN. deriv. of 
TIP1 (see -ET). 

tippler ti·pl;~.I tretailer of drink, tapster 
XIV; (from the vb.) habitual drinker xvr. 
Of unkn. origin ; similar forms of cognate 
meaning are Norw. dial. tip/a drip slowly, 
tippa drink in small quantities, but con
nexion with these cannot be established. 
Hence, presumably by back-forn<ation, 
tipple vb. tretail drink xv; drink habitually 
XVI. 

tipstaff ti·pstl!f tstaff with a tip carried by 
some officials; such an official, bailiff, etc. 
XVI. Alt. of tipt (tipped) staff; see TIP1• 

tipsy ti·psi slightly drunk. XVI. f. TIP3 +-sv. 

tiptoe ti·ptou (pl.) the tips of the toes. 
XIV (on his tiptoon, Ch.); phr. on t. xv; adv. 
XVI (Sh.). f. TIP1 +TOE. 

tiptop ti·pt<>·p sb. highest point; adj. very 
highest. xvrn. redupl. of TOP\ prob. with 
assoc. of TIP1• 

tirade tairei · d volley of words ; section of 
verse on a single theme. XIX. - F. tirade 
- It. tirata volley, f. tirare = Pr., Sp. tirar 
:- CRom. *tirare draw, of unkn. origin; 
see -ADE. 

tire1 tai;~.I tfail, give out; become ex
hausted; exhaust, weary. OE. teorian, freq. 
in comps. iiteorian, geteorian, of unkn. 
origin. There is no evidence for this word 
between late OE. and XIV, when and in xv 
(also in comp. fortyred) it is predominantly 
north. ; the development of vowel (tere to 
tire) is paralleled in briar, friar, quire. 
Hence ti·resOME1• XVI (Dunbar). 

tire2 tai;~.I tget ready, equip; tattire XIV; 
dress (the hair or head) XVI. Aphetic of 
ATTIRE. Hence (arch.) tiring house XVI, 
-room XVII, dressing-room of a theatre. 

tire3 see TYRE1. 

tirl t;l.ll (dial.) turn, twirl; (in ballad poetry, 
and as revived by Scott) t. at the pin rattle 
the latch of a door. XVI. Metathetic form of 
trill (XIV, Ch.) twirl, spin, prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. trilla, Da. trille). 

tiro, tyro tai;~·rou beginner, novice. XVII. 
In earliest use pl. tyrones (with occas. sg. 
ttyron) - L. tiro, pl. tirones, in medL. also 
tyro, -ones, young soldier, recruit, beginner. 

TITILLATE 

Tironian tairou·ni;~n T. notes system of 
shorthand said to have been introduced by 
Tiro, the freedman of Cicero. XIX. - L; 
Tironiiinus, in notre Tironiiinre; see -IAN. 

tissue ti·fu (arch.) rich cloth, esp. inter
woven with gold or silver; tband of rich 
stuff XIV (Ch.); woven fabric xvr; (fig.) 
fabric, network XVIII; animal or vegetable 
substance XIX. -OF. tissu, sb. use of pp. of 
tistre :- L. texere weave ; see TEXTURE. 

tit1 tit (dial. and vulgar) TEAT. OE. tit, corr. 
to (M)LG. titte, Du. tit, (M)HG. zitze 
(from Germ. comes the Rom. form in It. 
zizza, Pr., Sp. teta, F. tette). Also (dial.) 
tittY6 ti ·ti. XVIII. 

tit2 tit (dial.) small horse, (later) nag; 
(dial.) girl, young woman XVI; short for 
titmouse XVIII. Occurs much earlier in 
comps. TITMOUSE (XIV) and titling tsmall 
kind of stockfish (xiv), (dial.) hedge-spar
row, titlark, titmouse (XVI), prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Ice!. titlingr sparrow, Norw. dial. 
titling, small size of dried stockfish). 

tit3 in phr. tit for tat, blow in return for 
another, retaliation ( cf. synon. i'tip for tap). 
XVI. var. of tat. 

Titan tai·t;m the sun-god xv (Lydg.); (pl.) 
family of giants, born of Uranus and Grea, 
(sg.) ancestor of these XVII (Milton); (gen.) 
giant XIX (Scott). - L. Titan, -iin-, elder 
brother of Kronos - Gr. Titdn, pl. Titanes; 
so F., Sp., G. Titan, etc. Hence TitaniAN 
taitei·ni;m, Titanrc taitre·nik. XVII; after 
L. and Gr. 

titanium taitei·ni;~m (chem.) metallic ele
nlent in group rv of the periodic system. 
xvm. Named by Klaproth 1795; f. Gr. 
Titdn TITA~, after uranium, also named by 
him; see -IUM. 

titbit ti·tbi·t delicate or toothsome morsel 
XVII ; interesting item XVIII. Earliest form 
tyd bit, i.e. tid, dial. word equiv. to nice, and 
glossed in xvn by 'wanton', and in xvm by 
'nice, delicate' (Bailey) and 'tender, soft, 
nice' (J.) and poss. repr. by obscure stages 
OE. tidre, tiddre weak, frail, infirn1 = 
OFris. teddre; the second el. is BIT 2• 

tithe tai<l adj. (arch.) tenth OE.; sb. tenth 
part of annual produce paid to the Church 
XII; tenth part xvr. OE. teopa, contr. of 
teogopa, ME. ti;(e)pe, tipe; see TENTH. 
Hence tithe vb. OE. teopian, teogopian 
grant a tithe of. So ti·thiNG1 church tithe; 
company orig. of ten householders in the 
system of frankpledge. OE. Anglian 
tigeping; WS. teo ]lung. 

Titian ti·fi;~n picture by Titian, angliciza
tion of Tiziano Vecellio, Venetian painter 
(died 1576), who favoured a 'red' colour for 
the hair. XIX. 

titillate ti-tileit tickle. xvrr. f. pp. stem of 
L. titilliire, prob. rei. to titta TEAT. So 
titillA·TJON (pleasurable) excitation. XV; 
tickling XVII. - (O)F. or L. I][ Variants in 



TITIVATE 

titul- have been current, as in medL. and 
OF. 

titivate ti·tiveit make smart, touch up. 
XIX. Earlier tid(d)ivate, perh. f. TIDY after 
cultivate. 

title tai-tl tinscription or legend; ground 
of right or claim XIII (Cursor M.); descrip
tive appellation; (eccl.) certificate of pre
sentation to a benefice, etc. XIV; legal right 
to possession xv. -OF. title (mod. titre) = 
Pr. tiltre, Sp. tilde, It. titolo- L. titulus 
placard, inscription, title. Cf. TILDE, 
TITTLE, TITULAR. 

titmouse ti·tmaus small bird of the genus 
Parus. XIV. ME. titmose, f. TIT2 +mose, OE. 
miise = MLG., MDu. mese (Du. mees), 
OHG. meisa (G. meise) :- WGerm. maison 
(ON. has a deriv. form meisingr). In XVI, 
when mose had been long obs. as an inde
pendent word and had become stressless in 
titmose, assoc. with MOUSE produced tit
mouse, with pl. titmice. 

titrate ti·treit (chem.) ascertain the 
amount of a constituent in, by volumetric 
analysis. XIX. f. F. titrer, f. titre TITLE, quali
fication, fineness of gold or silver, (chem.) 
proportioning of the fixed quantity of a re
agent used in analysis; see -ATE 3• 

titter ti·t:J.I laugh in a suppressed manner. 
XVII. imit. 

tittle ti·tl point or dot over or under a letter 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); smallest part or amount 
xv; to a t. (cf. G. bis aufs tiittelchen) with 
minute exactness xvn; cf. T. Late ME. titel, 
-il- L. titulus TITLE, in medieval sense of 
'little stroke', 'accent'. 

tittle-tattle ti·tltae:tl idle talk or chatter. 
XVI (Skelton). redupl. formation on TATTLE 
or combination of this with (dial.) tittle 
(xrv). Cf. LG. titel-tateln, and prittle
prattle XVI. 

tittymeg ti·timeg whitefish (Coregonus) of 
N. Amer. lakes. XVIII. Algonquin (Ojib
way atikameg, Menominee attaikummeeg, 
Chippeway adikumaig). 

titubate ti·tjubeit stagger, totter. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. titubtire, expressive 
redupl. formation ; see -ATE3 • 

titular ti ·tj C!l:J.I pert. to, serving as, or 
existing only in title. XVIII. - F. titulaire 
or modL. tituliiris, f. titulus TITLE; see -AR. 

tizzy ti·zi (sl.) sixpenny piece. XIX. Of 
unkn. origin. 

tmesis tmi·sis (gram.) separation of the 
elements of a word by interposing another. 
XVI. -Gr. tmesis cutting, f. *tm- *tem
*tom- cut (see TOME). 

T.N.T. tienti· initial of the els. of trinitro
toluene, -toluol. 

to tu, ta, (str.) tfi prep. expressing motion 
or direction towards an object, addition, or 
the notion of the dative; with inf. meaning 
'for the purpose or with the object of' 

TOBY 
(doing something), e.g. to donne, to wyrc
enne (later wyreanne), hence serving with
out meaning as a sign of the inf.; adv. (with 
full stress) surviving as in to and fro, shut to, 
and the like, and in TOO. OE. to adv. and 
prep. (mainly with dat.) = OFris., OS. to 
(Du. toe adv.), OHG. zo, zuo, (G. zu) 
:- WGem1. *to (essentially adv.), alongside 
OE. (ME.) te = OFris., OS. te, ti (Du. te), 
OHG. ze, zi, za :- WGerm. *ta prep. 
(ON. has til T!LL1 ; Gothic du), perh. a 
proclitic form of *to. The IE. base *diJ, 
de is repr. also by L. en! do injdu (poet.) in, 
injdi- within (cf. INDIGENOUS), dojnec until, 
Gr. ofkonjde homewards, Balto-Sl. da, do 
to, till. See also TODAY, TOMORROW, 
TO-:<IIGHT, and cf. dial. to-year, this year, 
OE. nil to geare. 

toad toud tailless amphibian of the genus 
Bufo. OE. tiida, tiidde (in g. sg. in place
names), shortening of tiidige, tiidie, early 
ME. also tadde (xu); cf. TADPOLE; of unkn. 
origin and unusual formation. comp. 
toa·dsTooL mushroom (xv tode stole), earlier 
tad(e) stole (XIV). 

toady tou·di servile parasite. XIX. Based on 
toad-eater tou·di:ta.I charlatan's attendant 
who ate toads (held to be poisonous) XVII, 
fawning flatterer, humble friend or de
pendant XVIII; see -Y6

• Hence vb. XIX. 
toast1 toust parch XIV (Trevisa); brown 

(bread, etc.) by exposure to heat XIV. 
- OF. taster roast, grill, carr. to Sp. tostar, 
It. tostare :-Rom. *tostiire, f. tost-, pp. 
stem of L. torrere parch (cf. TORRENT, 
TORRID). Hence sb. toasted bread. xv. 

toast• toust orig. favourite lady whose 
health is drunk to. XVII. Said to have been 
so named as being supposed to flavour the 
bumper like a spiced toast (TOAST1) in drink. 

tobacco tgbre·kou (leaves of) species of 
Nicotiana, forming a substance used for 
smoking in a pipe, for chewing, as snuff, etc. 
XVI. alt. of earlier tabac(c)o (1577)- Sp., 
Pg. tabaco, ace. to Oviedo (1535) Carib name 
applied to the pipe in which the herb was 
smoked, but this is disputed, Las Casas 
(1552) stating that it denoted a roll of the 
leaves smoked like a cigar. Cf. F. tabac, 
Du., G., Russ. tabak, Da., Sw. tobak; the 
relation to the name of the island Tobago is 
doubtful. Hence tobacconiST tgbre·k;mist 
ttobacco-smoker XVI (Jonson); seller of 
tobacco xvn. The inserted n is euphonic. 

Tobin tou·bin T. bronze, alloy invented by 
J. A. Tobin, of the U.S. navy. XIX. 

toboggan tab;>·gan light sledge or similar 
vehicle used for transport over snow. XIX. 
With many vars. c.r83o-r87o- Canadian 
F. tabaganne - Algonquian word of which 
closely similar vars. are Micmac tobiikun, 
Abnaki udiibiigan. 

toby tou·bi (thieves' sl.) the highway; 
(transf.) highway robbery. XIX. Supposed 
to be alt. of Shelta tobar road. 



TOBY 

Toby tou·bi familiar form of the name 
Tobias used as the name of (1) a jug or mug 
in the form of a stout old man with a three
cornered hat, (2) a trained dog in the 
Punch-and-Judy show. XIX (Dickens). 

toccata toka·ta (mus.) piece for keyboard 
instruments intended to exhibit touch and 
technique. XVIII, It., sb. use of fern, pp. of 
toccare TOUCH. 

Toe H tok eitJ signaller's name for T+II, 
denoting Talbot H., name of a society of 
comradeship from the war of 1914-IS 
formed in memory of Gilbert Talbot. 

Tocharian, Tokh- toka·rian, -ea·rian (pert. 
to) an extinct Indo-European language of 
which remains have been discovered in 
Turkestan. xx. - F. tocharien, f. Gr. To
khdroi (Strabo) nomad Chinese tribes identi
fied with the Yuechi. So Tocha·rish, 
after G. tocharisch; see -IAN, -ISH1• 

tocher to· xar (Sc. and n. dial.) dowry. xv 
(toquhyr). - Ir., OGaelic tochar (mod Gael. 
tochradh) assigned portion, f. (Oir.) to
chuirim I put to, assign, f. cuirim I put. 

toco, toko tou·kou (sl.) chastisement. XIX. 
- Hind. thoko, imper. of thoknii censure, 
blame. 

tocsin to·ksin alarm signal given by a bell. 
XVI (tocksaine). - F. tocsin, OF. touquesain, 
toquassen - Pr. tocasenh, f. tocar strike 
TOUCH-!-senh bell (SIGN). 

tod1 tod (dial.) fox. xu. north. word of 
unkn. origin. 

tod 2 tod weight used for wool xv; bushy 
mass (esp. of ivy) XVI. prob. of LDu. origin 
(cf. LG. todde bundle, pack); cf. ON. toddi 
bit, piece, OHG. zot(t)a, zata, MHG. zotte 
tuft of wool. See TED. 

today tadei· on this very day OE.; in these 
days XIII (Cursor M.); sb. this day XVI; 
this present time XIX. OE. todreg, f. to T0-1-
dreg DAY. Cf. TO-NIGHT. 

toddle t<>·dl i'toy with; walk with short 
unsteady steps. XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

toddy to·di sap obtained from species of 
palm xvu ; beverage made with whisky and 
hot water and sugar XVIII. Earlier also 
tarrie, terry. -Hind. tiiri, f. tiir palm tree 
:- Skr. tala palmyra. 

to-do tadii· activity, business, bustle, fuss. 
XVII. Evolved from such phr. as with much 
or more to do, in which much and more were 
orig. sbs. but were later apprehended as 
adjs. with to-do as a sb. on the model of ADO. 

toe tou each of the digits of the foot. OE. 
tii (OMerc. ttihre), pl. tiin (ME. to, pl. 
to(o)n, to(o)s )= MLG. te, (M)Du. tee, 
OHG. zeha (G. zeh, zehe), ON. td (pl. t<iir) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) '*taix(w)on, of 
unkn. origin. Hence vb. 

toff tof (sl.) stylish or smart person. XIX. 
The occas. var. toft may point to an 
alt. of TUFT as applied to noblemen and 

TOU.ET 

gentlemen-commoners at the university of 
Oxford. 

toffee to·fi sweetmeat made from sugar or 
treacle. XIX. alt. of earlier north. taffy; 
vars. tuffy, toughy show assoc. with TOUGH; 
of unkn. origin. 

toft toft site of a house. Late OE. toft- ON. 
topt, beside tomt :- *tumft-, with which 
cf. Gr. ddpedon (:- '*d1f!pedom) level sur
face, building site. 

tog tog (sl.) touter coat XVIII; (pl.) clothes 
xrx. prob. shortening of cant tog(e)mans 
cloak, loose coat (xvr-xvn), f. F. toge or L. 
toga (see next) + -man(s), as in darkman(s) 
night, etc. 

toga tou·ga (antiq.) outer garment of a 
Roman citizen. xvr. - L., rei. to tegere 
cover (cf. DETECT, PROTECT). Hence 
togaED 2 tou·gad xrx; earlier ttoged (Sh.). 
Based on L. togiitus, whence to·gate XIX, 
to·gated xvu. 

together tage·l'Sa~ into one company OE.; 
in one company or body XIII, ME. togedere 
(east midi. in earliest use togeddre, Orm, 
to gider, -iddre XIII), rep!. togadere, OE. 
tOgredere = OFris. togadera, -ere, MDu. 
tegadere (Du. -er); LDu. formation on 
'*to TO+ '*gad-, as in OE. gred fellowship, 
gegada associate, Du. gade, MDu. ghegade, 
comrade, GATHER. Cf. ALTOGETHER. t]f For 
l'5 from d cf. father. 

toggle ta·gl (orig., naut.) device, e.g. a pin, 
to hold a thing in place. XVIII. Of unkn. 
origin. 

tohu-bohu tou·hjiibou·hjii utter confusion, 
chaos. XIX. -F. tohu-bohu (Voltaire)
Heb. thohu wabhOhu emptiness and desola
tion (Gen. i 2), earlier repr. by ttohu and 
bohu, ttohU'/Jabohu. 

toil1 toil tverbal dispute, strife, turmoil 
XIII; (from the vb.) severe labour XVI. 
-AN. toil = OF. tooil, touil, tueil bloody 
melee, trouble, confusion, f. tooillier (see 
below). So toil vb. tcontend in a lawsuit, 
dispute; labour arduously XIV. -AN. toiler 
dispute, wrangle = OF. tooillier (mod. 
touiller mix, stir up) :- L. tudiculiire stir 
about, f. tudicula machine for bruising 
olives, f. *tud-, base of tundere beat, crush 
(cf. CONTUSION, OBTUSE). 

toiP toil (sg. and pl.) net(s) set to enclose 
game. XVI. -OF. toile, teile (mod. toile 
cloth, linen, web) = Pr., Sp. tela :- L. tela 
:- "'texlii, f. *tex- weave (see TEXTILE), 
which some have related to Gr. tekton (cf. 
ARCHITECT) and tekhne ( cf. TECHNICAL). 

toilet toi·llt tcloth wrapper XVI; cloth 
cover for a dressing table, furniture of this, 
the table itself; dressing xvn; (lady's) dress 
XIX. - F. toilette, dim. of toile TOIL 2 ; see 
-ET. q An OF. var. tellette, teilete, is repr. 
by tillet (xv). 



TOISE 

toise toiz French lineal measure of 6 
(French) feet. xvr. - (O)F. toise, teise = 
It. tesa :-Rom. *tesa, for tensa, sb. use 
(sc. bracchia arms) of n.pp. (taken as fern.) 
of L. tendere stretch, TEND2

• 

tokay tokei· rich sweet wine made near 
Tokay (Tokaj) in Hungary. XVIII (Swift). 
-F. vin de Tokay, G. Tokayerzcein, tr. 
Magyar tokajibor (bor wine). 

token tou·kn sign, symbol, signal OE.; 
stamped piece of metal XVI ; quantity of 
press work XVII (Moxon). OE. tiic(e)n = 
OFris. tek(e)n, OS. tecan, OHG. zeihhan 
(Du. teeken, G. zeichen), ON. teikn :
Germ. *taiknam (not in Goth., which has 
taikm :- *taikniz), rei. to *taikjan show, 
TEACH. So token vb. OE. tiicnian = MLG. 
tekenen, OHG. zeihhanen, -on (G. zeich
nen), Goth. taiknjan; cf. BETOKEN. 

toko see Toco. 

tolbooth tou·l-, tg·lbiil'S, -biip tcustom
house XIV; town hall, guildhall; town 
prison (orig. cells under the town hall) xv. 
f. TOLL1 +BOOTII stall or shed of a tax
collector. Cf. G. zollbude, Da. toldbod. 

tolderol tg·ld;Jm·l jovial refrain of a song. 
XVIII. Cf. FALDERAL. 

toledo toli·dou (arch.) T. (blade, sword), 
one made at Toledo in Spain, long famous 
for finely tempered swordblades. XVI 
(Jonson). 

tolerable t;>·hr;Jbl bearable, endurable xv; 
tallowable; passable, moderate xvr. - (O)F. 
tolerable- L. tolertibilis, f. tolertire bear, 
endure; see -ABLE. So to·lerANCE tendur
ance xv; disposition to be indulgent. XVIII. 
- (O)F. tolerance- L. tolerantia. to·lerANT 
disposed to tolerate. XVIII.- F. tolerant, prp. 
of tolt!rer. to·lerATE3 tendure; allow to 
exist XVI. - pp. stem of L. tolertire. toler
A·TION tendurance; tpermission; forbear
ance XVI ; allowance of the exercise of 
religion XVII. - F.- L. The use of tolerance, 
-ant, -ate, -ation acquired a special vogue 
from XVII with the rise of the idea of 
religious toleration and the passing of the 
Act of Toleration r689. The base is that of 
L. tollere raise (cf. EXTOL) having cogns. in 
pp. latus (for *tltitus) carried, Gr. etlan, 
etlen I bore. 

tol11 toul payment for a privilege OE. ; 
charge for a right of passage xv. OE. toll 
= OHG. zol (G. zoll), ON. tollr m., 
with by-forms OE. toln (ttolne XI-xv), 
OFris. tol(e)ne, OS. tolna fern.- medL. 
toloneum, alt. of late L. teloneum- Gr. 
telonion toll-house, f. telones collector of 
taxes, f. telos toll, tax. 

tol12 toul (of a bell or the ringer) give forth 
a sound from a bell repeated at regular 
intervals. xv. perh. spec. use of toll pull, 
usu. fig. entice, OE. *tollian, rei. toforjtyllan 
seduce, 

·TOME 

tolu tou·lju, touljii· epithet of a balsam 
obtained from the tolu tree, Myrospermum 
toluiferum. xvn. Name of a town in 
Colombia, S. America. Hence toluol 
tou·ljud (chem.) earlier term for to·lUENE, 
obtained by Deville r841 from tolu balsam. 
(Cf. T.N.T.) 

Tom t:lm familiar abbrev. of THOMAS, used 
(i) as the name of certain large bells (XVII), 
and long guns (XIX, Long Tom); (ii) in 
designations originating in quasi-proper 
names as tom-FOOL thalf-witted man 
(xvi); buffoon (xvii); stupid person (xvm), 
hence tomfoo·lERY (XIX); tom-NO·DDY 
puffin (xvm), foolish person (XIX); (iii) as 
the colloq. designation of a male cat, 
originating in 'The Life and Adventures of 
a Cat' (r76o) in which the hero, a male cat, is 
called Tom the Cat; superseding earlier 
Gib (Gilbert); hence dim. TommY6 tg·mi 
spec. short for Tommy Atkins familiar form 
of Thomas Atkins, name of a typical private 
soldier in the British army arising out of its 
use in specimen forms of description in 
official regulations from r8rs. Also tom
BOY tg·mboi tbold boy or woman; wild 
romping girl XVI; tomTIT tg·mti·t TIT
MOUSE (xvm, Steele, Addison); applied to 
a diminutive object: hence in Tom Thumb 
(XVI) dwarf or pygmy of popular story and 
in allusive uses. 

tomahawk t;:,·m;Jh5k ~- Amer. Indian's 
axe. XVII. - Renape tiimiihiik (in Capt. J. 
Smith tomahack), shortening of tiimiihiikan 
cutting instrument, f. tiimiihiiken he uses for 
cutting, f. tiimiiham he cuts. 

toman toma·n ro,ooo; Persian coin worth 
xo,ooo dinars. XVI. - Pers. tumiin, tumlin, 
tuman. 

tomato t;>ma·tou fruit of Solanum Lyco
persicum or Lycopersicum esculentum. 
XVII. Earlier tomate- F. tomate or Sp., Pg. 
tomate - Mex. tomatl; tomato, tomata, and 
tomatum were pseudo-Sp. and L. modifica
tions (xvm). 

tomb tilm place of burial, sepulchral 
monument. XIII. ME. toumbe, tumbe- AN. 
tumbe, (O)F. tombe = Sp. tumba, It. tomba 
:-late L. tumba (Prudentius)- Gr. tumbos 
mound, tomb. 

tombac t;:,·mb~k E. Indian alloy of copper 
and zinc. XVII. - F. tombac, with early 
vars. from Sp. tumbaga, Pg. tambaca -
Malay tambiiga copper. 

tombola to·mbOl;:, kind of lottery re
sembling lotto. XIX. -F. tombola or It. tom
bola, f. tombolare turn a somersault, tumble. 

tomboy see ToM. 

tome toum tvolume of a literary work; 
(large or heavy) book XVI. -F. tome- L. 
tomus- Gr. t6mos slice, piece, roll of 
papyrus, volume (cf. -TOMY). 

-tome1 toum terminal el. ( = F. -tome), 
repr. Gr. -t6mon, n. of -t6mos -cutting, 



-TOME 
forming names of surgical instruments used 
in separations expressed by the corr. words 
in -TOMY, as lithotome. 

-tome• (toum) terminal el. repr. Gr. tomi!. 
Cutting, section, segment, as myotome. 

tomentose toume·ntous closely covered 
with down. xvn. - modL. tomentosus, f. 
L. tOmentum stuffing for cushions ; see 
-OSE1

• 

Tommy to·mi familiar form of ToM; see 
-Y6

• Soldier's name for brown bread, work
man's name for food XVIII; simpleton, 
tom-noddy XIX. See also under ToM. 

tomorrow tamo·rou adv. for or on the day 
after today XIII ; sb. the day after this day, 
the morrow XIV. ME. to mor(e)we, earlier 
to morwen (mod. dial. to morn), OE. to 
morgenne, i.e. d. of morgen MORN, MORROW. 

tompion to·mpian watch made by Thomas 
Tampion (I63g-1713), known as the father 
of English watchmaking. XVIII (Pope, 
Swift). 

tom-tom to·mtom native E. Indian drum. 
XVII. -Hind. tam tam (so F.); cf. Sinhalese 
tamaftama, Malay tong tong. 

-tomy tami terminal el. repr. Gr. -tomfii, 
often through L. -tomia, F. -tomie, forming 
abstract sbs. from adjs. in -tomos cutting, 
f. '*tom- '*tern- '*t'f!!- CUt (cf. TOME, TMESIS). 

ton1 tAn unit used in measuring the carry
ing capacity of a ship, orig. space occupied 
by a tun of wine XIV; measure of capacity 
for solid commodities; 20 cwt. xv. Identical 
in origin with TUN, of which it is a differen
tiated var. established in these senses since 
late XVII. Cf. TONNAGE. 

ton 2 t5 the vogue, the mode. XVIII. -F. ton 
:- L. tonu-s TONE. 

-ton tan terminal el. of many town names, 
repr. unstressed development of OE. tun 
TOWN, and consequently in many surnames, 
e.g. Longton, Somerton, whence extended 
to form designations of persons and things, 
as simpleton, singleton. 

tondo ta·ndou circular painting. XIX. - It. 
tondo round, circle, aphetic of rotonda 
ROUND. 

tone toun musical sound or note (with 
various applications) XIV; larger interval 
between notes in the diatonic scale (cf. 
SEMITONE) ; pitch, modulation of voice, etc. ; 
degree of tension; style of thought, etc. 
prevailing state of conduct, etc. XVII ; 
any of the nine plainsong tones; word or 
syllable accent; quality of colour XIX. repr. 
various adoptions of (O)F. ton ( = Pr., Sp. 
ton, Pg. tom, It. tuono) or its source L. 
tonus tension, sound, tone- Gr. tonos (f. 
'*ton- '*ten- *tn-; cf. TEND2) with the same 
senses, the application to musical notes 
being perh. partly due to assoc. with base 
of L. toniire THUNDER. So tonAL1 tou·nal 
pert. to tone or tones. XVIII. - medL. 
tonalis; in mod. use after F. tonA ·LITY. XIX. 

TONSURE 

tonga' t<>·l)ga two-wheeled vehicle used in 
India. XIX. - Hindi tiingii. 

tonga• t<>•IJga drug extracted from a 
Fijian plant. XIX. Said to be an arbitrary 
invention. 

tongs tol)z two-limbed gripping implement. 
OE. tang and tange (pl. tangan), corr. to 
OFris. tange, OS. tanga, OHG. zanga (Du. 
tang, G. zange), ON. t~ng (:- *tanguz) :
CGerm. (not in Goth.) *tang- :- IE. *dank
bite, repr. also by Gr. ddkos biting animal, 
ddknein bite, Skr. ddt:ati bites, ddmt:a
biting. Cf. OHG. zangar, MLG., MDu. 
tang(h)er biting, ON. tangi point of land. 
Cf. TANG1• 

tongue tAl) muscular organ in the mouth 
used in tasting and speaking ; speech, 
language OE. ; tongue-like object XIV. 
OE. tunge = OFris. tunge, OS. tunga, 
OHG. zunga (Du. tong, G. zunge), ON. 
tunga, Goth. tuggo :- CGerm. •tuygon, rei. 
to L. lingua - *dingua. 

tonic t<>·nik pert. to tension XVII; increasing 
or restoring the tone of the body; (mus.) 
pert. to the keynote XVIII (tonic solfa, 
introduced by John Curwen 1852); pert. to 
tone in speech XIX; sb. tonic medicine XVIII; 
keynote XIX. -F. tonique or modL. tonicus 
- Gr. tonikos, f. tonos TONE. 

to-night t;mai·t on the night following this 
day OE.; on this present night XIII (Cur
sor M.); t( dial.) last night xm (La3.) ; s b. this 
night, the night following this day XIII 
(Cursor M.). Cf. TODAY. OE. toniht, f. to 
To+niht NIGHT. Cf. dial. to-year this year; 
in OE. nii to geare. 

tonite tou·nait high explosive, cotton 
powder. XIX. f. L. toniire THUNDER; see 
-ITE. 

tonka t<>·l)ka t. bean, seed of Dipterix 
odorata. XVIII. -Negro name in Guiana. 

tonnage tA·nid3 duty levied on wine im
ported in tuns XV ; tcharge for the hire of 
a ship at so much per ton of her burden 
XVI ; charge per ton of freight; shipping in 
relation to carrying capacity XVII ; carrying 
capacity of a ship expressed in tons of 
100 cubic feet xvm. -OF. tonnage, AL. 
tonnagium (xm), f. tonne TUN; later assoc. 
directly with TON1 ; see -AGE. 

tonneau tOJ·nou rear body of a motor car. 
xx. - F., spec. application of tonneau cask 
(OF. tonne!), dim. of tonne TUN. 

tonsil to·nsil (usu. pl.) gland at either side 
of the back of the mouth. xvn (Holland). 
- F. tonsilles (Pare) or L. tonsill::e pl. 

tonsorial tons5·ri;:,l pert. to a barber. XIX. 
f. L. totlsorius, f. tonsor barber, f. tons-; see 
next and -IAL. 

tonsure to·nfa.z shaving of the head. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. tonsure or L. tonsiira, 
f. pp. of tondere (tons-) shear, clip, f. *totld
'*tend- (cf. Gr. tendein gnaw), f. *tem- cut 
(Gr. temnein) '*tom- (cf. TOME, -TOMY): 
see -uRE. 



TONTINE 

tontine tanti·n a financial system. XVIII. 
- F. tontine, f. name of Lorenzo Tonti, 
Neapolitan banker who initiated the scheme 
in. France c.1653. 

too til in addition, besides, moreover; 
texceedingly; in excess, excessively. str. 
form of TO adv., so sp. since xvr. 

tool till 'any instrument of manual opera
tion' (J,). OE. tal = ON. t6l (n. pl.) :
Germ. *tozvlam, f. *tow- *taw-, whence 
OE. tawian prepare, OS. togean make, 
MLG., MDu. touwen (Du. touwen curry), 
OHG. zouwen, ON. (Runic) tawido made, 
Goth. taujan make; see -EL\ TAW1• 

toot tilt sound a hom. XVI. prob.- (M)LG. 
tiUen, unless a parallel imit. formation. 
Hence too·tle. XIX; see -LE3

• 

tooth tup pl. teeth tip OE. tap, pl. 
te]J = OFris. toth, pl. teth, OS. (Du.) tand, 
OHG. zan, pl. zeni (G. zahn, ziihne), also 
zand, pl. zendi, ON. t{lnn, pl. tenn :-Germ. 
'*tanpuz, beside Goth. tun pus; CIE. *dont
*dent- *dttt- is repr. by Skr. ddn, ace. 
ddntam, Gr. od6n, od6nt-, lEolic edont-, L. 
dens, dent-, Oir. det, W. dant, Lith. dantls; 
prp. formation on *'ed- EAT, the literal 
meaning being therefore 'the eater or 
chewer'. Cf. TUSK. 

tootsy tu·tsi (colloq.) child's or woman's 
small foot. XIX (Thackeray). Playful alt. 
ofFooT+-sv. 

top1 t<>p (dial.) tuft (of hair; etc.), crest; 
highest point or part OE. ; upper part or 
covering (platform at head of mast xv 
(ttop-castle XIV-XVI), uppermost part of a 
high boot xvn); first or foremost part xv. 
Late OE. topp = OFris. topp tuft, (M)Du. 
top crest, summit, tip, (O)HG. zopf plait, 
tress, ON. toppr top, tuft:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *toppaz, whence OF. top, toup, 
(whence F. toupet, cf. TOUPEE), the source of 
Sp., Pg. tope, Pg. topo. Hence top vb. de
prive of the top XIV; put a top on; overtop 
XVI. to·ppER1 exceptionally good person or 
thing XVIII; top-hat, tall hat XIX. camp. 
topGA·LLANT top at head of topmast (xv), 
so called as having a superior position and 
making a brave show; also attrib. in t. sail, 
yard. top SAW·YER sawyer who works the 
upper handle of a pit saw; also fig. XIX. 

top• tap circular toy having a point on which 
it is made to spin. Late OE. top (once); 
further evidence is not freq. until after 
1400; the origin is unkn.; words similar in 
form and meaning in G. and F., but their 
relations are obscure; perh. the word is to 
be identified with prec. 

topaz tou·prez precious stone. XIII. ME. 
topace- OF. topace, (also mod.) topaze = 
Pr. topazi, Sp. topacio, It. topazio - L. 
topazus, -azius, -ion- Gr. t6pazos, -azion. 

tope1 toup small species of shark. XVII 
(Ray). Of unkn. origin; perh. Cornish. 

tope2 toup clump or plantation of trees. 
XVII. - Telugu topu, Tamil t6ppu. 

TOR 

tope3 toup dome or tumulus to contain 
relics, etc. XIX. - Hind. (Panjabi) top :
Prakrit, Pali thupo :- Skr. stUpa. 

tope4 toup drink (heavily). XVII. perh. alt. 
of synon. ttop XVI (of unkn. origin) by 
assoc. with ttope (XVII) int. used as a 
pledging formula in drinking - F. tOpe. 

topee, topi topi· Indian name for the 
European hat, esp. sun helmet· XIX. 
- Hindi topf hat. 

tophus tou·f<:ls soft porous s~one, esp. 
deposited by calcareous spnngs XVI ; 
(path.) gouty deposit XVII. - L. tophus, var. 
of tofus; cf. TUFA, TUFF. 

topiary tou·pi<:!ri pert. to the trimming of 
shrubs into ornamental or fantastic shapes. 
XVI. - F. topiaire (Rabelais, 1548) - L. 
topiiirius, f. topia (sc. opera work) fancy or 
landscape gardening - Gr. t6pia, pl. of 
t6pion, din1. of t6pos place (see TOPIC); see 
-ARY. Hence sb., clipping of trees into arti
ficial shapes. XX. 

topic ta·pik tadj. pert. to or of the nature 
of a COMMONPLACE; sb. (pl.) name of 
Aristotle's treatise T<l. T07TLKa (lit. matters 
concerning commonplaces) XVI; tcon
sideration, argument, head XVII; subject of 
a discourse, matter, theme XVIII. - Gr. 
topik6s, f. t6pos place; through L. topica 
(n. pl.) as the title of Aristotle's treatise; see 
-IC. So to·piCAL local; tpert. to general 
maxims XVI; pert. to subjects or current 
affairs XIX. 

topo- t<>·pou, tapa· comb. form of Gr. 
t6pos place, locality. topo·GRAPHY descrip
tion of the features of a locality. xv. -late 
L. topographia- Gr. topographiii. So topo•
GRAPHER1 XVII (Florio), -gra·phiC XVII, 
-gra·phiCAL XVI; cf. F. topographe, etc.; 
topo·nymv 3, place-names of a region XIX. 

topple ta·pl (dial.) tumble about; fall 
through being top-heavy. XVI. f. TOP vb.+ 
-LE3• 

topsy-turvy t<>psita·.Ivi with the top (or 
the higher) where the bottom (or the lower) 
should be. XVI (Roy, Palsgr.). Earliest 
recbrds have topsy tervy or tyrvy; but the 
somewhat later forms topset, topside, may 
point to the origin in pp. set or sb. side, but 
there is nothing certain known concerning 
either el. ; for the second el. connexion with 
ttirve (turn) has been suggested, and an 
OE. *tierfan (= OHG. zerben, MHG. 
zirben tum over) assumed as the base of 
OE. tearfiian roll over, wallow; for the suffix 
see -Y1• 

toque touk small cap or bonnet. xvr. -F. 
toque, carr. obscurely to It. tocca, tocco, Sp. 
toea, Pg. touca, of unkn. origin. 

tor t5.I high rock, pile of rocks (esp. in 
local names). OE. torr, of British origin 
(cf. OW. twrr bulge, belly, Gael. torr 
bulging hill). 
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-TOR 

-tor L. terminal el. f. -t- of pps. + -oR', as 
in actor, inventor. Cf. -ATOR. 

Torah t5;l•r;) Mosaic law, Pentateuch. xvr. 
- Heb. tiiriih direction, instruction, doc
trine, law, f. yiiriih throw, (in Hiphil) show, 
direct, instruct. 

torch t5.rtf light to be carried in the hand 
consisting of inflammable material. XIII 
(S. Eng. Leg.). - (O)F. torche = Pr. torca, 
Cat. torca wisp of straw, Sp. tuerca screw, 
Pg. tocha torch ;- Rom. *torca, for L. tor
qua (Varro), var. of torques necklace, wreath, 
f. torquere twist (cf. TORMENT, etc.); the pri
mary meaning is taken to have been 'some
thing twisted, as tow'. 

toreador t<>ri;ld5;)·J bull-fighter. XVII. - Sp. 
toreador, f. tor ear fight (bulls) in the ring, 
f. taro bull :- L. taurus bull. CJl Torero is 
the word now in Sp. use. 

toreutic toriHik pert. to working in metal 
or ivory. XIX. -Gr. toreutik6s, f. toreuein 
work in relief; see -Ic. 

torii t5·rii decorative gateway of a Shinto 
temple. XIX. Jap., of disputed origin. 

torment t5·.rment ttorture with the rack, 
etc. (S. Eng. Leg); state of severe suffer
ing; tviolent storm XIII. OF. torment, (and 
mod.) tourment '~ Pr. tormen, Sp., It. 
tormento :- L. tormentum (:- *torquemen
tum) engine for throwing missiles, cord, 
cable, instrument of torture, f. torquere 
twist. So torment t5.rme·nt xm. - (O)F. 
tourmenter, f. tonnent sb.; cf. late L. tor
mentiire. torme·ntoR1• XIII. - OF. tor
menteor. 

tormentil t5·.rm:mtil herb Potentilla Tor
mentilla (T. repens). xv. - (O)F. tor
mentille- medL. tormentilla, ofunkn. origin. 

tornado t5.rnei·dou tviolent thunder
storm of the tropical Atlantic XVI; rotatory 
storm of Africa, etc. XVII. Earliest form 
ternado, later turnado, tournado, tornado; 
perh. orig. altered- Sp. tronada thunder
storm (f. tronar), later assim. to tornar TURN; 
see -ADO. 

torpedo t5.rpi·dou flat fish of the genus 
Torpedo which emits electric discharges 
XVI; case charged withgunpowderto explode 
under water, self-propelled submarine 
missile XIX. L. torpedo, f. torpere be stiff or 
numb (cf. next). 

torpid t5·.rpid benumbed, lacking anima
tion or vigour. XVII. - L. torpidus, f. torpere 
be sluggish; see -ID1• So to·rpoR2• XVII. 
-L. 

torque t5·.Ik necklace, twisted band. XIX. 
- F. torque - L. torques, f. torquere. 

torrefy t;J·rifai roast. XVII. -F. torrefier 
- L. torrefacere, f. torrifre; see next, -FY. 

torrent t;J·r;mt swift stream of water. XVII 
(Sh.). -F. torrent- It. torrente- L. tor
rente-m, torrens, sb. use of prp. (scorching, 
(of streams) boiling, roaring, rushing) of tor
rere scorch; sec THIRST and -ENT. Hence 

TOSS 

torrentiAL t;Jre·nJ;li. XIX; after F. torren
tiel. So to·rrm1 scorched, scorching hot. 
XVI; t. zone (medL. torrida zona), region 
between the tropics. - F. torride or L. 
torridus. 

Torricellian t<Jri'Je-li;ln, -se·li;ln applied to 
experiments and apparatus used in deter
mining atmospheric pressure. XVII. Ton·i
celli, It. physicist (16o8-47), see -AN. 

torsion t5·.rf:m tgriping xv; twisting, 
twist xvr. - (O)F. torsion -late L. torsio(n-), 
by-form of tortio, f. tort-, torquere (cf. TORT). 

torso t5·.rsou trunk of the human body. 
XVIII. - It. torso stalk, stump, core, trunk 
of a statue (whence also F. torse) ;- L. 
thyrsu-s; see THYRsus. 

tort t5.rt tinjury, wrong XIV (rare before 
XVI); (leg.) breach of a duty XVI. -OF. 
tort = Pr. tort, Sp. tuerto, It. torto ;- medL. 
tortum (IX), sb. use of n. of L. tortus, pp. of 
torquere twist, wring. CJf Cf. the relation of 
wring and wrong. 

torticollis t3.Ttik;J·!is (path.) wry-neck. 
XIX. - modL., f. L. tortus + collum neck; 
see prec. and COLLAR. 

tortilla t5.rti·lj::~ in Mexico, thin round cake 
of maize flour (xvn, Dampier). - Sp. 
tortilla, dim. of torta round cake = (O)F. 
tourte, Pr., Sp., It. torta, Rum. turta :-late 
L. (Vulgate) tiirta. 

tortoise t5· Jt;ls reptile of the order 
Chelonia. xv. The earliest exx. show a 
variety of forms reflecting medL. tortfica, 
(O)F. tortue, and (occas.) Sp. tortuga; the 
present form (of obscure origin) appears in 
XVI. 

tortuous t5·.rtju;ls full of twists or turns. 
XV (Lydg.). -OF. tortuous (mod. tortueux) 
- L. tortuosus, f. tortus twisting, f. tort-, 
torquere; see TORT, -uous. 

torture t5·.rtf;}.r (infliction of) excruciating 
pain. XVI. - (O)F. torture or late L. tortitra 
twisting, writhing, torment, f. tort-; see 
prec., -URE. Hence vb. XVI (Sh.). 

torus t5·r:Js pl. tori -ai (archit.) large con
vex moulding XVI. - L. torus swelling, 
bolster, round moulding. Hence torula 
t<J·rlul;}. XIX. modL. dim. (cf. -ULE). Cf. F. 
torule ( m.). 

torve t5::~.rv grim, fierce-looking. xvn. - L. 
torvus. So to·rvml, to·rvous. xvn. 

Tory t5;l•ri (hist.) from c.1645 one of the 
dispossessed Irish who became outlaws, 
rapparee; in 1679-80 applied to anti
exclusioners; from I689, member of one of 
the two great political parties of Great 
Britain. Presumably- Ir. *t6raighe to·rije 
pursuer, implied in t6raigheaclzd pursuit, 
f. t6ir pursue. 

tosh t<Jf (sl.) trash, rubbish, nonsense. 
XIX (late). Of unkn. origin. 

toss tgs pt., pp. tossed, tost tgst throw or 
pitch about; in earliest use freq. of the sea; 
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TOT 

hence in various applications, in mod. use 
with special ref. to throwing up or into the 
air. XVI. Of unkn. origin; perh. Scand., 
but Norw., Sw. dial. tossa strew, spread, 
corr. in form only; W. tosio is from Eng. 

tot1 tot (colloq.) very small child XVIII ; 
small drinking vessel ; dram of drink XIX. 
Of dial. origin. 

tot 2 tot (colloq.) sum up. XVIII. f. tot, 
abbrev. of TOTAL Ill Tot was formerly 
used (XVI-XVIII) to mark an item, indicated 
by tot or T, as having been levied or re
ceived; this is L. tot so much; hence as 
vb., cf. AL. totiire, AN. totter mark with a t. 

total tou·tal pert. to or comprising the 
whole. XIV. - (O)F. total = Sp. total, It. 
totale- scholastic L. totiilis, f. tatum the 
whole, sb. use of n. of totus entire, whole. 
So totaliTY toutre·liti. XVI. -scholastic L. 
totiilitiis; cf. (O)F. totalite. to·ta1LY 2

• xvi; 
after scholastic L. t6ttiliter; cf. (O)F. 
totalement. to·taliZATOR apparatus for 
registering the total of operations, spec. the 
number of tickets sold to betters on a horse 
race. XIX. f. to·taliZE (XIX, Coleridge). 

totem tou·tam among Amer. Indians, 
hereditary badge of a tribe or group. XVIII. 
Of Algonquian origin. Various other forms 
have been cited, viz. totam, toodaim, ado
dam ; the initial t is expl. by some as the 
final letter of a preceding pass. pron. (cf. 
Ojibway ototeman his relatives), the basic 
form being ate or otem (aoutem in Lescar
bot's 'Histoire de Ia Nouvelle France', 
r6og), and the basic meaning 'mark' or 
'family, tribe'. 

tother tA·15a;x (dial.) the t. the other. xm. 
ME. pe toper, for pet oper, orig. n. of OE. 
se oper the other, the second; see THE, THAT, 
OTHER, 

totter to·ta;x tswing XII ; rock to and fro on 
its base XIV; move with unsteady steps XVII. 
ME. toter swing- MDu. touteren swing (so 
dial. totter sb. XIV, Du. touter sb.) :- OS. 
"'taltron = OE. tealtrian totter, stagger, 
whence dial. totter adj. xv, totter vb. XVI. 

toucan tfl'kam, tukii·n bird of the genus 
Rhamphastos, with enormous beak and 
brilliant colouring. xvr. - Tupi tueana, 
Guarani tucii, tucii, whence also F. toucan 
(XVI), Sp. tucan, Pg., It. tucano, G. tuhan. 

touch tAtJ put a part of the body upon 
(with many transf. and fig. applications). 
XIII. ME. tache, tuche, touche- OF. tochier, 
tuchier (mod. toucher) = Pr., Sp., Pg. toear, 
It. toecare strike (a bell, etc.), touch, Rum. 
toea announce with a clapper, knock:
CRom. *toeeiire make a sound like toe (cf. 
Pr. toe, It. tocco stroke of a bell), of imit. 
origin. Much used in camps., spec. with 
ref. to ready ignition (prob. from OF. 
toucher set fire), as in ttouch-powder (xv) 
priming-powder (whence touch-hole XVI), 
tou·chwood wood used as tinder (xvi); also 
tou·chstone stone to test gold and silver 

TOUT 

alloys (XVI), based on OF. touchepierre (now 
pierre de touche; cf. Sp. piedra de toque). 
Hence touchY1 tA·'Ji easily moved to take 
offence, teasily ignited, risky XVII perh. 
partly an alt. of TETCHY. 

touching prep. concerning, relating to XIV 
- (O)F. touchant, prp. of touch(i)er; the F. 
form was current in Eng. XIV-XV. 

tough tAf of strongly cohesive substance 
OE. ; severe, violent XIII ; capable of great 
endurance XIV; difficult to solve XVII. OE. 
t6h, OHG. ziih, MLG. til :- *tayx_uz, f. 
base repr. also (with -ja suffix) by MLG. 
tei, Du. taai, OIIG. ziihi (G. ziih). 

toupee tii·pi (artificial) lock of hair. XVIII. 
- F. toupet tuft of hair esp. over the fore
head, f. OF. toup, top; see TOP\ -ET. Super
seded by toupet tii·pei. XVIII. 

tour tua;x one's tum, spell of duty XIV; 
tcircular movement xv; travelling round, 
circuitous journey XVII. - (O)F. tour, 
earlier tor = Pr. tor, tors :- L. tornus- Gr. 
t6rnos lathe (cf. TURN). Hence vb. make a 
tour (of). XVIII. tou·riST. XVIII, tou·riSM 
XIX; cf. F. tourisrne, -iste. 

tourmaline tua·.1malin brittle pyro-electric 
mineral orig. from Ceylon. XVIII. - F. 
tourmaline 1771, G. turmalin 1707, Du. 
toermalijn 1778, Sp., It. turmalina, ult. f. 
Sinhalese toramalli comelian. 

tournament tua·;x-, t5·.Inam::>nt medieval 
tilting match. XIII. ME.! turne-, torne
ment- AN. vars. of OF. tur-, torneiernent, 
f. torneier; see next, -MENT. 

tourney tua·.1ni, t5·.Ini tournament. XIII. 
-OF tornei (mod. tournai), f. torneier 
(whence ME. vb.) = Pr. torneiar, Sp. 
tornear, It. torneggiare :-Rom. *tornidiiire, 
f. L. tornus TURN. 

tourniquet tua·.1nikei (surg.) instrument 
involving a screw for checking flow of 
blood through an artery. XVII. -F. tourni
quet (xvi), taken to be alt. of OF. tournicle, 
var. of tounicle, tunicle coat of mail, TUNICLE, 
by assoc. with tourner TUR..'\1. 

tousle tau·zl pull about roughly, dishevel. 
xv. frequent. f. (dial.) touse, ME. tuse, touse 
in toituse (xm), beitouse (XIV), repr. OE. 
*tusian = LG. tiisen pull or shake about, 
OHG. zirlziison, erizusen tear to pieces, 
clear of undergrowth, G. zausen, rei. to L. 
dfnnus, earlier dusmus bushes, brambles, Ir. 
doss bush; see -LE3 • Cf. also towser large 
dog as used in bear- and bullbaiting XVII. 

tout taut tpeep, peer XIV; (sl.) watch, spy 
on XVII; solicit custom or votes impor
tunately xvm. ME. tute :- OE. *tzitian, 
f. "'tilt- project, stick out, repr. by OE. 
tytan (once) peep out, become visible, 
MLG. tiite hom, funnel (LG. tute, tut 
spout), MDu. tilte nipple (Du. tuit spout, 
nozzle), ON. ~tlita teat-like prominence. 
Hence tout sb. tthieves' scout XVIII ; touter 
for custom, etc. XIX. 
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TOW 

tow1 tou fibre of flax, etc. XIV (PPI., 
Chaucer). - MLG. touw :-OS. tou =ON. 
t6 wool, tow, rei. to *tow- in OE. towcr;:eft 
spinning, towhus spinning-house, towlic 
pert. to weaving, towtol spinning implement, 
and Du. touwen spin- *taw- (see TOOL). 

tow 2 tou tdrag OE.; draw (a vessel) on the 
water by a rope XIV (but cf. towage). OE. 
togian = OFris. togia, MLG. togen, OHG. 
zogon, ON. toga :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*togojan, f. *tog- (*tug-), cf. TEAM, TIGHT. 
For the pronunc. cf. BOW. So tow·AGE 
charge for towing a vessel XVI ; action of 
towing XVII. orig. -AN. towage, AL. towa
gium (xm in both senses), f. ME. towe, to;;e 
tow. 

toward tou·(w);ud adj. teaming, future, 
impending OE. ; tpromising, disposed to 
learn, docile)( FROWARD XIII; favourable, 
propitious )( UNTOWARD XIX. OE. toweard 
= OS. toward, -werd, OHG. zuowart, 
-wert 'directed forwards', f. Germ. *ta To+ 
*waro- -WARD. Hence toward t;:>w5·.zd, 
t;,;:>.Id, t5.zd in the direction of, prep. OE. 
toweard, n. of the adj. orig. construed with 
g. later with d.; only Eng. tOWARDS in same 
sense. OE. toweardes. (jj The pronunc. of 
the preps. with the stress on the second syll. 
is now the commoner; it appears to be 
referred to as a vulgarism in Chesterfield's 
Letters 27 Sept., 1749. 'The vulgar man 
goes to wards and not towards such a place.' 
See also Walker's Pronouncing Dic
tionary. 

towel tau·;>! cloth for wiping something 
dry. XIII. ME. towaile, towelle, touel- OF. 
toail(l)e (mod. touaille) = Pr. toalha (whence 
Sp. toalla, It. tovaglia) :-Germ. *]nvaxTjo 
(OHG. dwahila, G. dial. zwehle napkin), f. 
• pwaxan wash (OE. pwean, OS. thwahan, 
OHG. dzvahan, ONJ ];vd, Goth. J;zvahan); 
cf. OE. J;w;:ehl, ];weal, OHG. dwahal bath, 
ON. pvdll soap, Goth. ];wahl bath; see -EL 1 , 

-LE1
• 

tower tau·;:>.z tall strong structure. xu. ME. 
tur, later tour, towr- AN., OF. tur, tor 
(later and mod. tour = Pr. tor, Sp., It. torre 
:- L. turrem, nom. -is, corr. to Oscan (ace.) 
tiurri)- Gr. turris, tz'trsis, tursos. Hence vb. 
rise to a great height; soar like a hawk. XVI. 

town taun tenclosure, garden, yard; (now 
Sc.) building(s) on a piece of enclosed land, 
farmstead; (dial.) cluster of buildings or 
houses OE. ; inhabited place having an 
independent administration XII (without 
article xm); inhabitants of a town XIV (opp. 
to university XVII); (U.S.) division for local 
or state government XIX. OE. tun = OFris., 
OS. tun, OHG. ziin (Du. tuin garden, 
G. zaun) fence, hedge, ON. tzin :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *tfmaz, *tunam, rei. to Celtic 
*dun- in the place names (e.g. Augusto
dunum Autun), Oir. diin, W. din fort, 
castle, camp, fortified place. In senses later 
than OE. times it is the equiv. of L. villa 
orig. farm, country house, and its deriv. 

TRACT 

F. ville. comps. and derivs. town-CLERK. 
XIV. townee taun!· one of the towns
people XIX; earlier U.S. towny. town
SHIP. OE. tfmscipe. tow·nSMAN. OE. 
tunesman tvillager, villain; man of a town 
XV. 

toxic t;,·ksik poisonous XVII ; due to poison
ing XIX. - medL. toxicus, f. L. toxicum 
poison- Gr. toxik6n (phdrmakon) (poison) 
by smearing arrows, n. of toxik6s, f. t6xa 
pl. (bow and) arrows, f. taxon bow; see -rc. 
Hence to·xi"' poison produced by a mi
crobe. XIX. 

toxophilite t;,ks;,·filait devotee of archery. 
xvm. f. Toxophilus, title of a book (I545) by 
Roger Ascham, intended to mean 'lover of 
the bow', f. Gr. t6:~:on bow+ -philos -PHIL; 
see -ITE. Hence toxo·philY 3 (addiction to) 
archery. XIX. 

toy toi A. tamorous play XIV ; tsportive or 
fantastic action, antic, trick xv; B. trifling 
object; thing to play with XVI. Of unkn. 
origin; there are serious gaps in the early 
evidence; MDu. toi (Du. tooi) attire, 
finery, agrees in form but not in sense. 

trace1 treis tpath, course xm (Cursor M.); 
tseries of footprints, track XIV; vestige, 
mark XVII. - (O)F. trace = Pr. trasa, Sp. 
traza, Pg. trafa, It. traccia, f. corr, vbs. 
OF. tracier (mod. tracer), Pr. trasar, Sp. 
t1·azar, Pg. trafar, It. tracciare :- Rom. 
*tractiiire, f. L. tractus TRACT 3 ; so trace 
vb. A. proceed in a line or track; B. make 
marks on a plan, etc. XIV. - OF. Hence 
tra·CERY tplace for tracing xv; intersecting 
rib-work in a Gothic window xvu. 

trace• treis pair of ropes, etc. attached to 
the collar of a draught animal XIV; each of 
these xv. ME. trais, first as coli. pl. later as 
sg. -OF. trais, pl. of trait draught, harness
strap = Pr. trach convulsion, Sp. trecho 
space, distance of time, It. tratto :- L. 
tractu-s draught, f. pp. stem of trahere 
draw (cf. TRACT 3, TRAIT). 

trachea tr;:~ki·;:> (anat.) tube extending from 
the larynx to the bronchi. xvr (early in 
trache arteria or art erie XV, and later in 
anglicized fom1s such as arter trache, and 
trachiartere). - medL. trachea, for late L. 
trtichia (Macrobius)- Gr. trtikhefa (sc. 
arteria artery), fern. of trtikhus rough. 

trachyte tne·kait, trei·kait species of gritty 
volcanic rock. XIX. -F. trachyte (Haiiy), 
f. Gr. triikhUs rough or trah.hutes rough
ness. 

track trrek mark left by the passage of some
thing xv (Malory) ; line of travel or motion 
XVI; path laid down XIX. - (O)F. trac, 
perh.- LDu. (MDu., LG.) tre(c)k drawing, 
draught, pull (cf. TREK), but the phonology 
is difficult. Hence or - F. traquer track 
vb. XVI. 

tract1 trrekt tractate, (later) short pamphlet. 
xv, poss. shortening of L. tractiitus TRAC
TATE. Hence tractA·RIAN writer of tracts, 
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TRACT 

spec. of contributors to the 'Tracts for the 
Times' 1833-41 published at Oxford. 

tract2 trrekt (liturg.) item replacing the 
Alleluia in the Mass from Septuagesima to 
Easter Eve. XIV (Trevisa)- medL. tractus, 
spec. use of L. tractus (see next), but of 
uncertain development. 

tract3 trrekt act of drawing or something 
drawn in various uses identical with those 
of TRACE1 and TRACK (rare before XVI), now 
chiefly 'stretch or extent of territory' (so in 
L. from the notion of area contained by 
lines drawn). - L. tractus, f. pp. stem of 
trahere draw. 

tractable trre·kt;}bl easy to manage. XVI. 
- L. tractiibilis, f. tractiire TREAT; see -ABLE. 
tjJ The earlier word was treatable (XIV) 
- (O)F. 

tractate trre·kteit treatise. xv (Caxton). 
- L. tracttitus, f. tracttire TREAT; see -A TEl. 

traction trre·kJan drawing, draught XVII ; 
drawing of vehicles or loads along a road 
(hence t. engine) XIX. - F. traction or 
medL. tractio(n-), f. pp. stem of trahere 
draw; see TRACT, -ION. So tra·ctoR1 (med.) 
device to be drawn or rubbed over the skin 
xvn ; instrument for pulling XIX ; traction 
enginexx. 

trade treid tcourse, way, track XIV; 
regular practice of a business or profession ; 
buying and selling in this XVI. - MLG. 
trade track (OS. trada = OHG. trata), f. 
*trad- *tred- TREAD: attrib. t. wind orig. any 
wind that blows in a constant direction 
(xvn), f. phr. t blow trade blow in a regular 
or habitual course. 

tradition tr;}di·Jan that which is handed 
down as belief or practice in a community 
XIV; delivery, transmission XVI. - (O)F. 
tradicion, (also mod.) -tion, or L. trtidi
tio(n-), f. trtidere hand over, deliver, f. trans 
TRANs-+diire give; see -ITION. Hence 
tradi·tionAL1 • XVII. F. traditionnel, medL. 
traditionalis. 

traduce tradjii·s ttransport; ttranslate; 
ttransmit; propagate; speak evil of (falsely). 
xvi. - L. triiducere, f. trans TRANS-+ due ere 
lead (see DUCT). 

traffic trre·fik transportation of goods for 
purposes of trade XVI; passing to and fro 
of people, etc. XIX. Early records have the 
forms traffigo, -ico, tmfficque- F. traf(j)ique 
(mod. trafic), carr. to Pr. trafec, Sp. trdfico, 
ttrdfago, Pg. trdfego, It. traffico (usu. taken 
to be the source of the F.); of unkn. origin 
(the first syll. may repr. L. trans). 

tragacanth trre·g;}krenp medicinal muci
laginous substance obtained from Astra
galus. XVI. - F. tragacante or L. trag acantha 
- Gr. tragdkantha goat's-thom, f. trdgos 
he-goat+ dkantha thom. 

tragedy trre·d3idi dramatic piece (tearlier, 
tale) having a disastrous ending xrv (Ch., 
Lydg.); calamitous event XVI. - (O)F. 
tragedie- L. tragcedia- Gr. tragoidiii, usu. 

TRALATITIOUS 

taken to be f. trdgos goat+Oid~ ODE (but the 
history is disputed). So tragedian tr01-
d3i·di<ln tragic poet XIV (Ch.); tragic actor 
XVI. -OF. tragediane, F. tragedien. Earlier 
ttragician xv (Lydg.). tragic trre·d3ik pert. 
to or resembling tragedy. XVI. - F. tragique 
(Rabelais)- L. tragicus- Gr. tragikos, f. 
trdgos, but assoc. with tragoiditi. tra·giCAL. 
xv (Caxton). tra:gico·MEDY composition 
combining tragic and comic elements. XVI 
(Sidney). -F. tragicomedie or It. tragicom
media - late L. tragicomredia, for tragico
comredia (Plautus). 

tragelaph trre·galref capriform antelope or 
the like. XVII. - L. tragelaphus- Gr. tra
gelaphos, f. trdgos goat+elaphos deer. 

tragopan trre·gopren pheasant of the 
genus Ceriornis (Tragopan); having fleshy 
hams. XIX. - L.- Gr. trag6ptin, f. trdgos 
goat+Pdn Pan. 

trail treil intr. hang down and drag along 
XIV (R. Mannyng) ; trans. drag or draw 
along XIV. pro b. of mixed origin- OF. 
trailiier or MLG., MFlem. treilen haul (a 
boat), which point to CRam. or popL. 
*tragulare (to which OE. trregelian 'carpere' 
conforms), f. L. tragula drag-net, etc. Cf. 
TRAWL. 

train trein tarrying, delay XIV (R. Man
nyng) ; thing that drags or trails xv (first of 
the trailing part of a garment) ; sequence or 
series xv; number of carriages, etc. coupled 
together XIX. - (O)F. train m., traine fern. 
(both xn), f. OF. (orig.) trahiner, trainer 
(mod. trainer) = Pr. traginar, Sp. trajinar, 
It. trainare :- Rom. *traginare, f. *tragere, 
f. L. trahere draw; the OF. vb. is the 
orig. source of train vb. tdraw, allure, etc. 
xv; instruct and discipline XVI. 

train-oil trei·noil oil obtained by boiling 
from whale blubber, etc. XVI. repl. earlier 
train, trane (xv)- (M)LG. tran, MDu. 
traen (Du. traan) = G. tran, rei. to triine 
tear, drop (cf. TEAR1). 

traipse see TRAPES. 
trait trei, treit tstroke XVI ; feature, 

characteristic XVIII. - F. trait = Pr. trait 
:- L. tractu-s drawing, draught, TRACT1• 

traitor trei·tdl one who betrays or is false. 
XIII. -OF. traitour, -ur = Pr., Sp. traidor, 
It. traditore :- L. traditorem, nom. traditor 
(whence (O)F. traitre), agent-noun f. tradere 
deliver, betray, f. trans TRANs-+-dere, dare, 
give; see -TOR. 

trajectory trre·d3iktari, -e·ktari path of a 
body moving by force. XVII. - medL. tra
jectorius, f. trajec-, pp. stem of traicere, f. 
trans+jacere throw; see TRANs-, INJECT, 
-ORY1• 

tralatitious trrelati·Jas A. metaphorical 
XVII; B. traditional XVIII. f. L. tralaticius, 
var. of triinslaticius preserved by trans
mission, customary, usual (Cicero), meta
phorical (Varro), f. translat-, pp. stem of 
transjerre TRANSFER; see -ITIOUS1, 
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TRAM 

tram1 trrem A. tcontrivance, lit. and fig. 
XIV; B. loosely twisted silk thread used for 
weft XVII. In A- (O)F. trame woof, 
cunning device, machination :- L. trama 
woof; in B a new adoption from modF. 

tram• tnem (Sc.) shaft of a barrow or cart 
XVI (Dunbar); (coalmining, north.) frame 
or skeleton truck for carrying coal-baskets, 
perh. orig. carried by hand, later drawn as 
a sledge or on wheels XVI; (short for tram
line) line or track of wood, stone, or iron; 
(short for tramroad, -way) road laid with 
such lines ; (short for tram-car) passenger car 
running on tram-lines XIX. (in AL. trama 
XIV)- MLG., MDu. trame balk, beam, rung 
of a ladder, of unkn. origin; the sense
development is obscure and is not paralleled 
in LG. or Du. 

trammel trre·ml fishing-net having three 
layers of netting XIV; hobble for a horse 
XVI ; thing that hinders free action XVII. 
- (O)F. tramail, mod. tremail (whence Sp. 
trasmallo, Pg. trasmalho, It. tramaglio)
medL. tramaculum, var. of tremaculum, tri
(Salic Law), perh. f. L. tri- three, TRI--1-
macula mesh (cf. MAIL1). Hence trammel 
vb. in several techn. uses XVI; (fig.) hinder 
the action of XVIII. 

tramontane tro:lmo·ntein lying beyond the 
mountain (spec. the Alps) from Italy. XVI 
(Nashe). -It. tramontana north wind, pole 
star, tramontani dwellers beyond the moun
tains- L. transmontanus, f.· TRANS--I- mont-, 
mons MOUNT1 , 

tramp trremp stamp, tread heavily XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); walk steadily xvr. pro b. of 
LDu. origin and based on Germ. stem 
*tramp; cf. MLG. trampen. 

trample trre·mpl ttramp, stamp XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); tread upon XVI. f. TRAMP-f
-LE3. Cf. (M)HG., LG. trampeln. 

trance trims textreme dread or doubt XIY; 
suspension of consciousness, hypnotic state 
(Ch.). - OF. transe (mod. trance), f. transir 
depart, be benumbed- L. transire (see 
TRANSIT). 

tranquil trre·IJkwil undisturbed, serenely 
quiet. XVII (Sh.). -F. tranquille or L. 
tranquillus. 

trans- trims, trlmz comb. form of L. prep. 
trans across, beyond, over, corr. to lJmbrian 
tra(ha)f, tra(ha) with cogns. in Skr., Celtic, 
and Germ. (see THROUGH). In several L. 
vbs. and their derivs. the prefix was reduced 
to tra before a cons., e.g. tradere (see TRADI
TION), traicere (see TRAJECTORY); ss resulting 
from composition with an initial s is simpli
fied, as in transcribe. 

transact trlmzre·kt, -sre·kt tdo business, 
treat xvr; carry through, manage XVII. f. 
transact-, pp. stem of L. transigere drive 
through, accomplish, f. trans TRANS- +agere 
drive, do. So transa·ction tadjustment of 
a dispute XV; action of transacting, matter 
transacted XVII. -late L.; cf. (O)F. transac
tion; see ACT, ACTION, 

TRANSIENT 

transcend trimse·nd pass (a limit) or the 
limits of XIV (Rolle); rise above, 8urpass xv 
(Lydg.); tgo beyond, climb over XVI. 
-OF. transcendre or L. tran(s)scendere 
climb over, surmount, f. trans TRANs-+ 
scandere climb (cf. SCANSION). So tran
sce·ndENCE XVII (Sh.), -ENCY XVII. -late L. 
transcendentia. transce·ndENT xvr; tran
scende·ntAL1 XVIII (in current use due 
mainly to Kantian philosophy). 

transcribe trimskrai · b make a copy of XVI ; 
transliterate XVII. - L. transcribere; TRAi'!S-, 
SCRIBE, SCRIPTURE. So tra·nscript written 
copy. XIII. ME. transcrit- (O)F. transcrit; 
later (xv) assim. to L. transcriptum, sb. use 
of n. pp. of transcribere. transcri·pTION. 
XVI. -F. or late L. 

transect trimse·kt cut across. xvu. f. 
TRANs-+sect-, pp. stem of L. secare cut (cf. 
SECTION). 

transept tra·nsept transverse part of a 
cruciform church, either arm of this. XYI 
(Leland, who freq. uses the L. form also). 
- modL. transeptum 'cross division'; see 
TRAi'!S-, SEPTt:c.\1; hence F. (XIX). 

transfer transf~·.I convey from place to 
place XIV (Wycl. Bible); make over by legal 
process XVI; convey (a design) from one 
surface to another XIX. - L. transferre (or 
F. transferer), f. trans TRANs-+ ferre BEAR 2 ; 

the basis of the L. vb. is Gr. JLera<folp£tv ( cf. 
METAPHOR). Agent-nouns transferer, trans
feror, transferrer. Hence tra·nsfer sb. XVII. 
So tra·nsferENCE. XVII. 

transfigure transfi·go:l.I change in appear
ance. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. trans
figurer or L. triinsfiguriire, f. trans TRANs-+ 
jigura FIGURE. So transfigurA·TION. XIY 
(first in ref. to the change in the appearance 
of Jesus Christ as narrated in Matt. xvii, 
:Vlark ix 2, 3). - (O)F. or L. 

transfix trimsfi·ks impale upon a sharp 
point. XYI (Spenser). f. transfix-, pp. stem 
of L. triinsfigere, cf. F. transji.'ICer, see 
TRANS-, FIX. 

transform transf6·1m change the form of. 
XIV (Rolle). - (O)F. transformer or L, 
transformare; see TRAi'!S-, FORM. So trans
formA·TION. XV. - (O)F. or late L. 

transfuse trimsfju·z pour from one place 
to another. xv. - L. transfus-, pp. stem of 
transfundere; see TRANS-, FUSE2• 

transgress transgre·s, -nz- go beyond the 
bounds prescribed by law, etc. XVI (Tin
dale)- transgress-, pp. stem of L. transgredi; 
see TRANS-, DIGRESS. So transgre·SSION. 
XV (Lydg.). - (O)F. - L. 

tran(s)ship. XVIII. f. TRANS-+SHIP vb. 

transient tra·nzio:lnt, -ns-, -nJ-, -n3- pass
ing by or away. 'xvrr. - L. transiens (obi. 
transeunt-, repr. in some uses by transeunt), 
prp. of transire pass over, f. trans TRANs-+ 
ire go; cf. AMBIENT. transit tra·nsit, -nz
passage from one point to another. XV 



TRANSIRE 

(astron. xvn). - L. transitus; cf. ADIT. 
transi·TION trlmsi·J;m, -i·;pn, -nz- passage 
from one condition or action to another. 
XVI. - (O)F. or L. transitiVE tra·nzitiv, 
-ns- (gram.) taking a direct object; passing 
into another condition. XVI. -late L. 
transitivus (Priscian); transitORY 2 tra·nzi
t;~ri, -ns- not lasting or continuing. XIV 
(Ch.). -AN. transitorie, (O)F. transitoire 
- ChrL. transitorius, f. L. transit- ; see 
TRANSIT. 

transire trlmsaia·ri, -nz- warrant permit
ting the passage of merchandise. xvr. 
L., f. triins TRANs-+ire go. 

translate translei·t A. remove from one 
place to another; B. turn from one language 
into another. XIII (Cursor M.), prob. first 
in pp. translate- L. translatus, functioning 
as pp. of transferre TRANSFER; but perh. 
reinforced by OF. translater, medL. 
transliitiire. translA"TION, transla·toR1

• 

XIV. - OF. or L. 

transliterate transli ·tareit replace (letters 
of one language) by those of another for 
the same sounds. XIX (Max Muller). 
f. TRANS- + L. littera LETTER+ -ATE3 • So 
tra:nsliterA"TION. XIX. '] Preceded by a 
nonce-use of translettering (r8o2). 

translucent trlmsliii•s<Jnt tshining through 
XVI; transparent XVII. - L. translzlcent-, 
-ens, prp. of transliicere; see TRANS-, 
LUCID. 

transmarine transmari·n, -z- that is 
beyond the sea. XVI. - L. transmarinus; see 
TRANS-, MARINE. 

transmigration trlmsmaigrei·Jan, trrenz
tremoval of the Jews into captivity at 
Babylon XIII ; passage from one place to 
another XIV ; passage of the soul at death into 
another body, metempsychosis XVI. -late 
L. triinsmigratio(n-) change of country (in 
Vulgate, I Esdras vi r6, the Babylonian 
Captivity}, f. triinsmigriire, whence trans
migrate (stress variable) XVII (pp. xv); see 
TRANS-, MIGRATE, -ATION. 

transmit transmi-t, -nz- send across a 
space XIV; pass on by communication ; 
cause to pass through a medium XVII. 
- L. transmittere; cf. F. transmettre (xvi), 
OF. trametre. So transmi·ssiON. XVI. 
- L. transmissio(n-); see TRANS-, MISSION. 

transmogrify transmo·grifai, -nz- (colloq.) 
transform, esp. into a strange shape. XVII. 
Of obscure origin ; in the New Canting 
Diet. 1725 it is suggested that the prefer
able form is transmigrafy; poss., therefore, 
it is based on transmigrate used for 'trans
form, transmute' (transmigration was simi
larly used earlier in XVII}; see -IFY. 

transmutation transmjiitei·Jan, trrenz
tchange of condition XIV (Wycl.}; con
version into something else XIV (Trevisa) ; 
(alch.) xv; (biol.) XVII (Bacon). - (O)F. 
transmutation or late L. transmiitiitiii(n-), f. 

TRANSUMPT 

L. transmiitare, whence transmu·te vb. 
XV, replacing ttransmue, -mew (- (O)F. 
transmuer); see TRANS-, MUTATION. 

transom trre·nsOJm cross-beam, esp. span
ning an opening. XIV. Early forms tra
versayn, transyn, -ing (Sandahl XIII-XV} -
(O)F. traversin in same sense, f. traverse 
TRAVERSE. For -syn/ -son cf. kelsine KELSON. 

transparent transpE;:>·rant, -pre·r<Jnt that 
can be seen through xv; (fig.} XVI (Sh.). 
- (O)F. transparent-medL. triinspiirens,-ent-, 
f. L. trans TRANS- + parere APPEAR. So trans
pa·rE::-;cv. XVI. 

transpire trlmspai<J·.I emit as vapour XVI; 
pass out as vapour XVII ; escape from 
secrecy to notice (}.), leak out XVIII; 
(hence, by misapprehension, first U.S.) 
happen XIX. - F. transpirer or medL. 
triinspirare, f. L. trans TRANS- + spirare 
breathe ( cf. SPIRIT). 

transplant transpla•nt remove from one 
place to another. xv. -late L. triins
plantare; see TRANS-, PLANT, and cf. F. 
transplanter. 

transpontine transpo·ntain that is across 
the bridge, spec. any of the London 
bridges, i.e. south of the Thames, and so 
pert. to the drama of Surrey-side theatres 
in xrx. f. TRANs-+L. pont-, pons bridge (cf. 
PONTOON}+·INEl. 

transport transp5·.It convey from place to 
place XIV (Ch.; fig.); carry away with 
emotion xvr. -OF. transporter or L. 
triinsportare, f. triins TRANS- + portiire 
carry (cf. PORT3}. Hence or -(O)F. trans
port (cf. medL. transportus transferment) 
conveyance from one place to another or 
means of this xv; state of being 'carried out 
of oneself' XVII. Hence transportA·TION 
conveyance XVI (penal removal XVII}. 

transpose transpou·z tchange into some
thing else XIV (Wyclif, Gower); change the 
position or order of xvr. - (O)F. transposer, 
f. trans- TRANS- + poser POSE. So trans
POSI·TION. xvr. -F. or late L. 

transubstantiation trans<Jbstrenfiei·f<Jn 
change of substance XIV (Trevisa; spec. of 
the Eucharistic bread and wine XVI, Tin
dale}. - medL. tran(s}substantiiitio(n-) (xi), 
f. tran(s)substantiiire, whence transub
sta·ntiate XVI (as pp. earlier xv). Cf. (O)F. 
transubstantier, -tiation, and see -ATE3, 

-ATION. Hence co:nsubstantia·tion (xvi, 
Hooker; after modL.) controversialist's 
term to designate the Lutheran doctrine of 
the Eucharistic presence in, with, and under 
the substantially unaltered bread and wine; 
see CON-. 

transume transjii·m make an official copy 
of. xv. -late L. tran(s}siimere. 

transumpt transA·mpt copy, transcript. 
xv. - medL. tran(s)sumptum, sb. use of n. 
pp. of tran(s)siimere. 
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TRANSVAAL 

Transvaal trims-, trimzvii-1 state of the 
Union of South Africa, separated from the 
Orange Free State by the river Vaal. f. 
TRANs-+ Vaal, tributary of the Orange 
River. 

transverse tdmsv5·.rs, -nz- lying across. 
xvu (Burton). - L. transversus, pp. of 
transvertere tum across; see TRANS-, VERSE. 
So transve·rsAL1. xv- medL. 

trap1 trrep contrivance for catching 
animals OE. ; movable covering as of an 
opening in a floor XIV ; means of confining 
and releasing objects XVI; (perh. for rattle 
trap) small carriage on springs XIX. OE. 
trreppe (in coltetrreppe Christ's thorn), 
treppe, corr. in form and sense to MDu. 
trappe, Flem. trape, medL. trappa, OF. 
trape (mod. trappe), Pr., Pg. trapa, Sp. 
trampa, but the mutual relations are ob
scure. So trap vb. OE. beltreppan. tra·p
pER1. XVIII. 

trap 2 trrep (min.) igneous rock. XVIII. 
- Sw. trapp (Bergman 1766), so named 
from the stair-like appearance, f. trappa 
stair. 

trapes, traipse (colloq., dial.) walk in 
slovenly or aimless fashion. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin. Hence sb. sloven, draggletail. XVII. 

trapeze tr;~pi·z gymnastic apparatus con
sisting of a crossbar supported by two 
ropes. XIX. - F. trapeze - late L. trapezium 
(see next). 

trapezium tr;~pi·zi;~m (geom.) in the 
Euclidean sense, irregular quadrilateral XVI ; 
in the restricted sense used by Proclus, 
quadrilateral having only one pair of 
opposite sides parallel XVII. - late L. 
trapezium- Gr. trapezion, f. trdpeza table, 
for *tetra-peza, f. IE. *quetr FOUR + *pedja 
(f. ped- FOOT). So trapezoiD trre·pizoid, 
tr;~pi·zoid quadrilateral no two sides of 
which are parallel. XVIII ; - modL. trape
zoides- late Gr. trapezoeidis. 

trapping trre·piiJ (chiefly pl.) covering 
spread over harness. XIV (Trevisa); (in 
wider use) external ornaments xvr. f. base 
of synon. ttrappo(u)r (xrrr)- AN. *trapour 
(cf. AL. trappiitura), var. of OF. drapure, 
f. drap cloth (cf. DRAPER); with substitu
tion of -INGl. 

Trappist trre·pist monk of a Cistercian 
community established in 1664 by De 
Rance, abbot of La Trappe, Normandy. 
XIX. -F. Trappiste, f. La Trappe; see -IST. 

traps trreps (colloq.) personal effects, be
longings. XIX. Of uncertain origin; per h. 
contr. of TRAPPINGS. 

trash trreJ broken twigs, etc.; worthless 
stuff. XVI. Of unkn. orig. 

traumatic tr5mre·tik caused by a wound. 
XVII. -late L. traumaticus- Gr. traumatik6s, 
f. traumat-, trauma wound (trau·ma xvm), 
rei. to titroskein wound; see -Ic. 

TRAY 

travail trre·veil (arch.) labour, toil; labour 
of childbirth. XIII. - (O)F. travail painful 
effort, trouble, work = Pr. trebalh, Sp. 
trabajo, Pg. trabalho, It. travaglio, f. (O)F. 
travailler (whence obs. or arch. vb. XIII) = 
Pr. trebalhar work (whence It. travagliare), 
Sp. trabajar, Pg. trabalhar :-Rom. *tre
piiliiire, f. medL. trepalium instrument of 
torture, presumably f. L. tres, tria THREE+ 
piilus stake (so called from its shape). The 
etymol. meaning of the vb. was 'put to 
torture', whence, through the refl. use 
('put oneself to pain') the sense 'toil, 
labour', which survives in F., whereas the 
Eng. vb. ult. became restricted to the sense 
'journey', with the sp. travel trre·vl (Sc. 
tra·vel XIV), an application not evolved in 
F. Hence tra·vellER1 (Sc. traualoure XIV). 
trm.:eller'sjoy, kind of clematis which adorns 
the wayside XVI (Gerard); travelogue, 
-log trre·v;~l<>g talk or lecture about travel. 
xx. irreg.+-logue of monologue, dialogue. 

traverse trre·v;~.rs run, move, or pass across 
or through; act against or in opposition to. 
XIV. - (O)F. traverser= Pr. traversar, Sp. 
travesar, It. traversare :- late L. triiversare, 
transversare, f. transversus, pp. of triinsver
tere, f. trans TRANs-+vertere turn; see 
woRTH3, -WARD(s). So tra·verse sb. some
thing that crosses (lit. and fig.). XIV. -OF. 
travers and traverse = Pr. travers, traversa, 
Sp. traviesa, Pg. travessa, It. traverso, 
traversa, partly f. corr. vbs., partly repr. sb. 
uses of n. and f. pps.; cf. medL. tra(ns)
versa. (jJ From xv to mod. dial. forms without 
r in the second syll., due to Jack of stress, 
were current; cf. Sp. and Pg. r-Jess forms. 

travertin(e) trre·v;~.rtin, -tin concretionary 
limestone deposited from water containing 
lime. XVIII. - It. travertino, for earlier 
ttivertino :- L. tiburtinus (sc. lapis stone), 
adj. of Tibur (now Tivoli) in ancient 
Latium; see -INE1• 

travesty trre·visti grotesque or ludicrous 
imitation. XVII (Butler, 1674). freq. in XVII 
in Virgil travesti(e), adoption of the title of 
Scarron's 'Le Virgile travesty en vers 
burlesques' (1648); earlier (1656) ttra
vested, for travestied - F. travesti, It. tra
vestito, pps. of travestir, -ire, f. L. tra
TRANs-+vestire clothe (see VEST, -ED1). 

trawl tr51 fish with a drag-net XVII ; use a 
seine-net to catch fish XIX. pro b. - MDu. 
trag helen drag, rei. to traghel drag-net, perh. 
- L. triigula drag-net, obscurely f. trahere 
draw. See TRAIL. Hence trawl sb. xvnr, 
short for trawl-net (xvii). traw·lER1 one 
who fishes with a trawl-net XVI ; vessel using 
trawl-nets XIX. (jJ A reading tmwelle (1481-
90) is doubtful. If genuine, it would give 
priority to the sb. 

tray trei shallow open vessel, now a flat 
board with raised rim. OE. *treg, *trieg, 
recorded only late as trig = OSw. tro corn
measure :- Germ. *traujam, f. *trau-, 
*treu- wood (see TREE). 



TREACHERY 

treachery tre·tJ~ri action of a traitor. XIII 
(AncrR., Cursor M.). - (O)F. trecherie, (also 
mod.) tricherie, f. tricher cheat = Pr. tricar, 
Oit. treccare; see TRICK, -ERY. So trea·cher
ous. XIV. -OF. trecherous, f. trechourtraitor. 

treacle tri·kl tsalve regarded as an antidote 
to venomous bites, etc. XIV; tin names of 
plants of reputed medicinal value xv; tsove
reign remedy XVI ; uncrystallized syrup 
produced in refining sugar xvn. ME. 
triacle- OF. triacle = Pr. triacla, Sp., It. 
triaca, Pg. triaga :- L. theriaca- Gr. the
riaki, sb. use (sc. antidotos) of fern. of adj. 
f. therEon wild beast, venomous animal, 
dim. of thir (cf. FERAL2). For the parasitic l 
cf. PARTICIPLE, PRINCIPLE, SYLLABLE. The 
application to the syrup of sugar arose pre
sumably from this being used as a vehicle 
for medicine. 

tread tred pt. trod tmd, (arch.) trade 
troud, pp. trodden trn·dn, trod step or 
walk upon; intr. with on, upon OE. ; thresh 
by trampling XIV. OE. tredan, pt. trred, 
trredon, pp. treden = OFris. treda, OS. 
tredan, OHG. tretan (Du. treden, G. treten) 
:- CWGerm. *treiJan, of which the wk. 
grade *truo- is repr. by ON. trooa, trao, 
trdoum, trooinn, Goth. trudan; no cogns. are 
known outside Germ. The conjugation 
was infl. by assoc. with that of break (OE. 
brecan, pp. brocen), with that of the ON. vb., 
and of OE. (wk.) treddian. Hence tread sb. 
XIII (AncrR.); cf. TRADE. comp. trea·d
MILL. XIX. trea·dWHEEL instruments 
operated by the treading of men or animals 
to give motion to machinery. XVI. 

treadle tre·dl tstep, stair OE.; lever 
worked with the foot xv. OE. tredul, f. 
tredan; see prec. and -LE1 • 

treason tri·zan betrayal of trust XIII; 
violation by a subject of his allegiance XIV. 
ME. treison, tresoun- AN. treisoun, tre
s(o)un, OF. traison (mod. trahison) = Pr. 
traizon, Sp. traici6n :- L. triiditio(n-), f. trii
dere deliver up, BETRAY, f. triins TRANS-+ 
-dere give. Hence trea·sonABLE perfidious 
XIV (Barbour; chiefly Sc. till xvii). 

treasure tre·3a.r wealth, riches; valued 
thing. XII (Peterborough Chron.). ME. 
tresor = (O)F. tresor = Cat. tresor, OSp., 
Oit. dial. tresoro :-Rom. *tresaurus, un
expl. alt. of L. thesaurus (see THESAURUS), 
which is repr. by Pr. tezaur, Sp., It. tesoro, 
Pg. thesouro. Hence trea·sure vb. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, tr. L. Vulg. thesauriziire; rare 
before XVII). For the sp. -ure (xv) cf. leisure, 
measure, pleasure. So trea·surER 2• XIII. 
- AN. tresorer, (O)F. (mod.) tresorier, f. 
tresor, after late L. thesauriirius. treasure 
trove tre· 3a.r trouv treasure found hidden 
of unknown ownership. XVI (also trovey). 
-AN. tresor trove (in AL. thesaurus inventus 
XII), i.e. tresor TREASURE, trove, pp. of trover 
(mod. F. trouver) find. The ending -e has 
become mute as in ASSIGN 2, etc. (see -Y5); 

earlier repr. by tr. ttreasure found(en) xv. 

TRELLIS 

So trea·sury. XIII. - OF. tresorie, for tre~ 
sorerie, f. tresor, after medL. thesaur(iir)ia; 
see -Y 3 • 

treat trit deal with xm (RGlouc.); also 
trans. from XIV. ME. trete- AN. treter, 
OF. tretier, traitier (mod. traiter) = Pr. 
traitar, Sp. trechar prepare fish, It. trattare 
:- L. tractiire drag, handle, manage, in
vestigate, discuss, negotiate, f. pp. stem of 
trahere draw (cf. TRACT, TRACTATE, TRAC
TION). So treat sb. tagreement, treaty 
XIV; entertainment XVII. So treatise tri-tiz 
book or writing in which a subject is 
treated. XIV. -AN. tretis, OF. *traitiz, 
f. traitier. trea·tMENT action or manner of 
treating. XVI; cf. (O)F. traitement. 

treaty tri-ti tliterary treatment, discussion 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); discussion of terms 
XIV (Ch.); covenant, contract xv. ME. 
trete(e)- AN. trete, (O)F. traite :- L. trac
tatu-s TRACTATE. See -Y5• 

treble tre· bl threefold, triple XIV; sb. 
quantity 3 times as great as another XV; 
(mus.) highest or upper part in a harmon
ized composition, soprano XIV. -OF. 
treble - L. triplus TRIPLE. The development 
of the musical use is obscure. It has been 
held that triplus may have been loosely 
used for 'third', thus denoting the part 
added above the altus and bassus ('high' and 
'low'), or the descant and the canto fermo. 

trecento tre,tfe·ntou short for mil trecento 
1300: see CINQUECENTO. 

tree tri perennial plant having a woody 
stem and of considerable height and size ; 
piece of wood (as in axle t., cross t., 
swingle t., saddle t., boot t., and treenail) 
OE.; pedigree XIII. OE. treo(w) = OFris. 
tre, OS. trio, treo (MDu. -tere), ON. tre, 
Goth. triu :-Germ. *trewam (not in OHG. 
and now obs. in Du. and LG.), f. zero
grade of IE. *deru- *doru-, repr. by Skr. 
ddru, dru- tree, Gr. d6ru, pl. doura wood, 
spear, drus tree, oak, Lith. derva pinewood, 
Oir. daur, W. derwen oak. Hence treeNAIL, 
treNAIL tri·neil, tre·nal cylindrical pin of 
hard wood used in fastening timbers 
together. XIII. 

trefa, trifa trei·fa, trai·fa flesh meat not 
slaughtered according to Jewish law. XIX. 
- He b. trephiih flesh of an animal tom, as 
by a wild beast, f. tiiraf tear, rend. 

trefoil tre·foil, trHoil plant of genus Tri
folium, having triple leaves. XIV. Late ME. 
treyfoyle, trijolie- AN. trijoil- L. trifolium 
(whence OF. trejeuil, Pr. trefuelh, It. 
trijoglio), f. tri- TRI- +folium leaf, FOIL. 

trek trek (S. Africa) make a journey by ox 
wagon, (hence) travel. Also sb. XIX. 
-Afrikaans, (M)Du. trekken draw, pull, 
travel = OFris. trekka, (M)LG. trekken. 

trellis tre·lis grating used as a support or 
screen. XIV. Late ME. trelis- OF. trelis, 
-ice :- Rom. *trilicius, -ia, f. L. trilic-, -lix, 
f. tri-, TRI- + licium thread of a warp. 
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TREMBLE 

tremble tre·mbl shake with fear, etc. xrv 
(R. Mannyng). - (O)F. trembler = Pr. 
tremblar, Sp. temblar, It. tremolare :-Rom. 
*tremuliire rei. to L. tremulus TREMULOUS. 

tremendous trime·nd;}s terrific, dreadful 
XVII; immense xrx. f. L. tremendus, 
gerundive of tremere tremble, tremble at, 
rei. to TREMOR; see -ous. 

tremolando tremolre·ndou (mus.) with 
tremulous effect. xrx. It. prp. of tremolare 
TREMBLE. So tre·molo. XIX. 

tremor tre·m;};~ tterror xrv (Ch.); in
voluntary shaking of the body; tremulous 
movement, as of the earth xvn. -OF. 
tremour and (later) L. tremor, rei. to tremere, 
Gr. tremein tremble, tr6mos trembling, Lith. 
trlmti, Lett. tremt, f. *trem-, to which there 
is a parallel *tres- in Sl. and Indo-Iranian. 
So tre·muLous. XVII. f. L. tremulus. 

trenail var. of treenail; see TREE. 

trench trentf ttrack cut through a forest 
xrv; long narrow excavation xv. -OF. 
trenche cutting, cut, ditch, slice, f. trenchier 
(mod. trancher) cut (whence trench vb. xv) 
= Pr. trencar, Sp. trincar :-Rom. *trin
e/ire - L. truncare (see TRUNCATED). Cf. 
ENTRENCHMENT. 

trenchant tre·ntf;mt cutting (lit. and fig.). 
xrv. -OF. trenchant (mod. tranchant), prp. 
of trancher; see prec., -ANT. 

trencher tre·ntJ;};~ tcutting instrument; 
board on which food was served xrv (hence 
t.-man feeder, eater xvr); (also t.-cap) 
academic cap thought to resemble a square 
platter xvru. - AN. trenchour, OF. tren
cheoir, f. trenchier TRENCH. See -ER 2, -OR1 • 

trend trend trevolve, roll OE. ; take a 
specified direction xvr. OE. trendan (in 
camps. forjtrendan close by rolling up a 
stone, sinjtrendan in prp. round in form), 
f. Germ. *trend- *trand- *trund-, repr. 
also by OE. trinda round lump, ball, iitrend
lian roll away, and forms cited s.v. TRUNDLE, 
synjtramdel round, tramdende steep, OE. 
trandel, trindel, tryndel round object (in 
place-names). Hence sb. the way something 
turns away, general direction. XVIII. 

trental tre·nt;}l set of thirty requiem 
masses. XIV. -OF. trentel and medL. 
trentiilis, f. popL. *trenta, for L. trfginta 
thirty, f. tres TRr-+ *gint- ten. 

Trentine tre·ntain Tridentine. xvrr. f. 
Trent (see TRIDENTINE)+·INE1• 

trepan tripre·n (surg.) :saw for cutting out 
pieces of bone. XIV. - medL. trepanum 
-Gr. trupanon borer, f. trupan pierce, 
bore, trupe hole. So vb. and trepanA·TION. 
xrv. - (O)F. trt!paner, trepanation; cf. G. 
trepanieren. 

trepidation trepidei·f;)n tremulous agita
tion, flurry; vibration, tremor. XVII. - L. 
trepidiitio(n-), f. trepidiire, f. trepidus; see 
INTREPID, -ATION, 

TRIANGLE 

trespass tre·sp;}s transgression XIII (S.Eng. 
Leg.); actionable wrong or offence xrv. 
- OF. trespas (mod. trepas), f. vb. trespasser 
(mod. trepasser pass away, die), whence ME. 
trespasse xrv = Pr., Sp. traspasar, It. 
trapassare- medL. transpassiire (see TRANS-, 
PASS~). 

tress tres plait or long lock of hair. XIII 
(S. Eng. Leg.). - (O)F. tresse, ttresce = Pr. 
tressa, It. treccia, beside (O)F. tresser. 
t trecier = It. trecciare, of unkn. origin. 

-tress tris camp. suffix formed by the 
addition of -Ess1 to sbs. in -ter, -tor, as 
actor j actress, hunter I huntress. 

tressure tre·sju;u, tre·f;};~ theaddress xrv; 
(her.) diminutive orle xv; (numism.) circu
lar enclosure XVIII. Earlier tressour- OF. 
tressour :- L. *triciiitorium ; later tressure 
- OF. tress(e)ure. See TRESS, -URE. 

trestle tre·sl support consisting of a bar 
with diverging legs. xrv. - OF. trestel 
(mod. treteau) :-Rom. *transtellum, dim. 
of L. transtrum beam; see -EL2 • 

tret tret allowance of 4 lb. in 104 lb., after 
deduction of tare. xv. poss. -AN., OF. 
fret, var. of trait draught ( cf. TRAIT), but the 
sense-development is obscure. 

trews triiz close-fitting garment for but
tocks and thighs. xvr (Sc.). - Ir. trius, 
Gael. triubhas (sg.); cf. TROUSERS. 

trey trei three at cards, etc. xrv (Ch.). 
-OF. trei, treis (mod. trois) = Prov. trei-s, 
Sp. tres, It. tre :- L. tres THREE. 

tri- trai (occas.) tri repr. L. and Gr. tri
(partly through F.), comb. form of L. tres, 
Gr. trefs THREE, tris thrice, used in many 
technical terms with the senses 'three', 
'three times', 'triple', 'triply'. Adoptions 
and adaptations and new formations are 
made in conditions similar to those of 
comps. of BI-, the main difference being 
that there is a larger proportion of Gr. orig
inals in tri-. 

triad trai·red set of three. xvr. - F. triade 
or late L. triad-, trias- Gr. triad-, trids, 
f. tri- THREE j see -ADl. 

trial' trai·;)l act of trying, fact of being 
tried. XVI. - AF. trial, also triel (latinized 
triallum, perh. the immed. source), f. trier 
TRY; see -AL 2

• 

trial" trai·;)l (gram.) of a form used to 
express three (cf. TRINAL). XIX. f. TRI• 
(after dual)+·AL1 • 

trialogue trai·;)l<>g colloquy between three 
persons. xvr (More). - medL. trialogus 
formed by the substitution of TRI- for di
of L. dialogus DIALOGUE, on the erron. sup
position that this is DI- 2 • 

triangle trai •reiJgl a three-sided figure. xrv 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. triangle or L. triangulum, 
sb. use of n. of triangulus three-cornered, f. 
tri- TRI· + angulus ANGLE. So tria•ngulAR, 
xvr. - late L. 



TRIARCHY 

triarchy trahilki government by three 
rulers jointly; group of three districts each 
under its own ruler. xvn. f. TRr-+Gr. 
-arkhia government, -ARCHY, or - Gr. tri
arkhiii triumvirate. Cf. TETRARCH, -ARCHY. 

trias trai ·;Js three, triad XVII; (geol. after 
G. trias 1834) series of strata between the 
Jurassic and Permian, so called because 
divisible into three groups XIX. - late L. 
trias- Gr. trids TRIAD. Hence triassic 
trai~e·sik. XIX; after G. triassisch. 

tribe traib community of persons claiming 
a common ancestor, spec. each of the 12 
divisions of Israel (XIII) XIV (Wycl., 
Gower); one of the political divisions of 
the ancient Roman people ; race of people ; 
class or set of persons XVI ; group in the 
classification of animals, etc. XVII. First in 
pl. ttribuz (xm), ttribus (xiv)- (O)F. 
tribus pl. of tribu or L. tribits, pl. of tribus, 
whence immed. tribe (xrv, Wycl.); the L. 
word has been supposed to be based on *tri
THREE. Hence tri·bAL1 XVII. tribeSMAN 
trai·bzm;Jn. XVIII (Southey); f. tribe's. 

triblet tri·blit cylindrical rod for forging 
nuts, etc. XVII (Cotgr.). - F. triboulet, of 
unkn. origin. 

tribrach tri·br~ek (pros.) foot of 3 short 
syllables. XVI. - L. tribmchys - Gr. tri
brakhus, f. tri- TRI- + brakhUs short (cf. 
MERRY). 

tribulation tribjulei·J;Jn great affliction or 
misery. XIII (AncrR.). - (O)F. tribulation 
- ecc!L. trfbuliitio(n-), f. L. trfbuliire press, 
(esp. pass. in Christian use) oppress, afflict, 
f. tribulum threshing-sledge, f. *trf-, var. of 
*ter(e)- rub (see ATTRITION, CONTRITION, 
DETRITUS, THROW, and TRITE), 

tribune' tri·bjun, trai·- officer in the ad
ministration of ancient Rome. XIV. - L. 
tribunus, prob. orig. sb. use of adj. (sc. 
magistratus) 'magistrate of a tribe', f. tribus 
TRIBE. So tribunAL tri-, treibju·n;:,l dais, 
raised throne, judgement seat; court of 
justice XVI; place of judgement, judicial 
authority XVII. - (O)F. tribunal or L. tri
bUnal, -iile. 

tribune2 tri-, trai·bjiin saloon in the 
Galleria degli Uffizi in Florence, Italy XVII 
(Evelyn); apse of a basilica; dais, rostrum, 
bishop's throne XVIII. -F. tribune- It. tri
buna- medL. tribilna, for L. tribunal. 

tribute tri·bjut tax paid to a superior XIV; 
transf. and fig. XVI. - L. tribilturn, sb. use 
of n. of tribiltus, pp. of tribuere assign, allot, 
grant, prop. to divide among the tribes, f. 
tribus TRIBE. Cf. F. tribut (xv). So tri·bu
tARY paying tribute XIV (Wycl. Bible); paid 
in tribute XVI (Sh.); subsidiary, auxiliary 
XVII (rivers, Sh.). - L. tribiltiirius, f. tri
biltum, -us; sb. one who pays tribute (XIV) xv; 
tributary stream XIX (W. Irving). 

trice trais phr. tat at., in a t. in an instant, 
instantly, xv. f. trice vb. pull, haul - MDu. 

TRICOT 

trisen (Du. trijsen hoist) = MLG. trissen 
(whence G. triezen, Da. trisse hoist), rei. to 
MDu. tr!se, etc. windlass, pulley, of unkn. 
origin. 

-trice tris suffix of fern. agent-nouns, F. 
repr. of -TRIX, formerly freq., as in directrice, 
mediatrice, victrice. 

triceps trai·seps having three heads or (of 
a muscle) points of origin. XVI. - L. triceps, 
f. tri- TRI-+-ceps, adj. comb. form corr. to 
caput HEAD (cf. BICEPS). 

trichi tri·tJi short for Trichinopoli (cigar), 
name of a district and city in Madras, 
India. XIX. 

trichinosis trikinou·sis disease due to 
trichin~e (parasitic worms) in the alimentary 
canal. XIX. f. modL. trichina, f. Gr. 
trikhinos of h!lir, f. trikh-, thrix hair. See 
-INE2 , -osis. 

tricho- tri·kou-, trai·kou, before a vowel 
trich-, repr. comb. form trikho- of Gr. 
thrix hair. 

trichotomy tri-, traik<>·t;Jmi threefold 
division. XVII. f. Gr. trikha in three, triply, 
after DICHOTOMY. 

trick trik A. crafty or mean device xv 
(Hoccleve); dexterous artifice XVI; B. (bad 
or unpleasant) habit XVI; C. (her.) sketch of 
a coat of arms XVI; D. cards played and 
won in a round XVI. -OF. trique, dial. var. 
of triche, f. trichier (mod. tricher) = Pr. 
tricar, It. t1·iccare deceive, cheat. Hence 
(presumably) trick vb. A. cheat; B. attire, 
deck ; C. sketch, draw in outline XVI ; in B 
perh. assoc. with F. ts'estriquer 'to tricke, 
decke, or trimme up himselfe' (Cotgr.), in 
C with Du. trekken 'delineare' (Kilian), 'to 
delineate, to make a draught' (Hexham). 
tri·ckERY. XVIII. tricksY tri·ksi smart, 
spruce XVI (Latimer); playful, whimsical 
XVI (Sh.); ticklish XIX. tri·ckv1 deceitful 
xvm ; difficult to handle XIX. 

trickle tri·kl flow in successive drops. 
Forms with variation of vowel and cons. 
have been current since XIV, intended to be 
imit. of the sound of falling drops, viz. trygle, 
trikle, trekel, trigle, trinkle, tringle; see -LE3

• 

Hence sb. xvr. 
triclinium traikli·ni;Jm couch on three 

sides of a dining table. XVII. - L. triclinium 
-Gr. trikltnion, dim. of triklinos dining 
room with three couches, f. tri- TRI- + 
kline (see CLINIC). 

tricolour, -color trai·k-\I;:,I three-coloured, 
esp. of the red, white, and blue French 
national flag. XVIII (Scott). -F. tricolore 
-late L. tricolor (-or-), f. tri- TRr-+color 
COLOUR. 

tricorne trai·k5m three-homed (creature, 
hat). XVIII. -F. tricorne or L. tricornis, 
f. tri- TRI-+cornil HORN. 

tricot tri·kou knitting. XIX. -F. tricot, 
f. tricoter, of unkn. origin. 



TRICTRAC 

trictrac tri·ktrrek form of backgammon. 
xvn. - F. tric-trac, imit. of the clicking 
noises made by pieces in the game. 

tricycle trai·sikl three-wheeled velocipede. 
XIX. f. TRI-+CYCLE; hence in F. t] Earlier 
(1827) in F. a three-wheeled coach. 

trident trai·dant three-pronged instru
ment. XVI (Nashe). - L. tridens, -dent-, 
f. tri- TRI-+dens TOOTH. 

Tridentine traide·ntain pert. to the city 
of Trent in Tyrol and the Council of the 
Roman Catholic Church held there 1545-
63. XVI. - medL. Tridentinus, f. Tridentum 
Trent; see -INE1 • 

triennial traie·nial lasting three years; 
recurring every three years. XVII. f. late L. 
triennis of three years, triennium period of 
three years, f. tri- TRI-+ annus year; see 
ANNUAL, -AL 1• Cf. BIENNIAL. 

trifid trai·fid divided into three. XVIII. 
- L. trijidus, f. tri- TRI-+fid-, base of 
jindere split (cf. FISSION). 

trifle trai-fl tfalse or idle tale XIII (AncrR.); 
matter of little value XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); 
trinket, knick-knack XIV; slight piece, small 
sum ; light confection xvr. ME. truf(f)le -
OF. truj(f)le by-form of truf(f)e deceit, 
gibe, corr. to It. truffa, Sp., Pg., truja; of 
unkn. origin. Hence vb. XIV; earlier in 
tbitrufle cheat, delude. (jj The form trifle, 
dating from XIV, is ambiguous for the orig. 
pronunc. of i. 

triforium traif5·riam (archit.) gallery in 
the wall over the arches at the sides of nave 
and choir, first found in Gervase of Canter
bury (c.II8S) in ref. to Canterbury Cathe
dral, taken up by antiquaries. XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin. 

trigger tri·ga.I movable catch or lever. 
XVII. Earliest form tricker (which was 
usual till c.r7so and is in widespread dial. 
use) - Du. trekker, f. trekken pull; see 
TREK, -ER1• 

triglyph trai·glif (archit.) in the Doric 
order, block with three vertical grooves. 
XVI. - L. triglyphus- Gr. trfgluphos, f. tri
TRI--';-glupM carving (cf. CLEAVE). 

trigonometry trigano·mitri branch of 
mathematics dealing with the measure
ments of triangles. XVII. - modL. trigona
metria, f. Gr. trigonon triangle; see TRI-, 
-GON, -METRY. 

trilby tri-lbi man's soft felt hat; (pl.) bare 
feet. XIX. N arne of the heroine of a novel 
entitled 'Trilby', by George du Maurier, as 
applied to articles used in the dramatized 
version of the novel, and to the heroine's 
use of bare feet. 

trill tril tremulous utterance of a note 
XVII (Lovelace); vibration of tongue, etc. in 
pronouncing a consonant XIX. -It. trillo, 
ttriglio; so vb. XVII (Pepys). -It. trillare. 

TRINKET 

trillion tri-lj;m third power of a million (in 
France and U.S.A., a thousand billions). 
XVII (Locke). -F. trillion ();". Chuquet) or 
It. trilione, fanned like BILLION on million 
with substitution of TRI-. 

trilobite trai·labait (paheont.) member of 
a group of extinct arthropodous animals 
having a three-lobed body. XIX. - modL. 
trilobites, f. Gr. j see TRI-, LOBE, -ITE. 

trilogy tri·lad3i group of three related 
literary works. XIX. - Gr. trilogia, f. tri
TRI-+l6gos discourse; see -Y3, -LOGY. 

trim trim well equipped, esp. neatly made. 
xvr. Earliest in the adv. trimly (Dunbar); 
rei. to vb. trim, of approximately even date, 
which became widely applied in the first 
half of XVI, but is of obscure origin, since, 
though formally it could repr. OE. trymian, 
trymman strengthen, confirm (f. trum firm, 
strong), there is no connecting evidence of 
unequivocal character between the OE. 
period and rsoo. Hence trim sb. (xvi, Sh.) 
trim condition (often of a ship), proper 
array or equipment; tri·mmER1 one who 
trims XVI, spec. in statecraft, between 
opposing parties (xvn), chiefly in un
favourable sense but formerly taken to be 
one who 'keeps even the ship of state'. 

trimeter tri·mltal (pros.) verse of three 
measures. XVI. - L. trimetrus- Gr. tri
metros, f. tri- TRI- + metron measure, 
METRE1• 

trin trin (pl.) three young born at one time, 
(sg.) one of these. XIX. app. alt. of TWIN by 
assim. to TRI-. 

trine train triple XIV (Ch.); (astral.) pert. 
to the aspect of two heavenly bodies that 
are a third part of the zodiac distant from 
each other; fig. benign xv. -OF. trin, 
fern. trine :- L. trinus threefold, f. tres, tria 
THREE, + multiplicative suffix. So trinAL1 

trai·nal. XVI (Spenser); (gram.) expressing 
three XIX. - medL. tr.inalis (Adamnan), f. L. 
trinus. 

trinitro- trainai-trou (chem.) formative 
denoting that three nitro-groups (N02) 

have replaced three hydrogen atoms in the 
substance designated. by the second el. 
Cf. T.N.T. 

trinity tri·nlti (T-) being of God in three 
Persons; God three in one XIII; (t-) set of 
three. - (O)F. trinite, corr. to Pr., Sp. 
trinidad, It. trinita :- L. trinitat-, -tas (in 
Christian use (Tert.), based on Gr. trids 
TRIAD) triad, trio, f. trinus TRINE j see -ITY. 
So trinitA·RIAN. xvr. The earliest uses are 
t(r) holding unorthodox opinions about the 
Trinity, (2) belonging to the order of the 
Holy Trinity XVII ; since XVIII the sense 're
lating to the Trinity, holding the doctrine of 
the Trinity' has been established. f. modL. 
trinittirius (xvr); cf. F. trinitaire (Calvin). 

trinket tri-IJkit tsmall article belonging to 
an outfit ; small ornament or decoration. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin. 



TRINOMIAL 

trinomial trainou·mial (math., etc,) con
sisting of three terms. XVIII. f. TRI-+ 
-nomia[ of BINOMIAL, 

trio tri·ou composition for three voices or 
instruments. XVIII. - It. trio (partly through 
F.), f. L. tres, n. tria THREE, after duo. 

triolet tri·-, trai·alet (pros.) stanza of 
8 lines in which the ISt line is repeated as 
the 4th and 7th and the znd as the 8th. XVII. 
-F. triolet, f. trio (see prec.) and -LET. 

trip trip A. tread or step lightly XIV (Ch.); 
B. cause to stumble by striking the foot 
(feet) from under the body; make a false 
step xv; C. (naut.) ttack XVII; raise (an 
anchor) clear from the bottom (cf. ATRIP) 
XVIII. - OF. treper, trip(p)er = Pr. trepar 
- MDu. trippen skip, hop, rei. to OE. 
treppan tread, trample. Hence trip sb. A. 
'stroke or catch by which the wrestler sup
plants his antagonist' (J.) xv (Lydg.); B. 
light movement with the feet XVI ; short 
journey XVII. tri·ppER1 one who trips XIV; 
excursionist XIX. 

tripartite traipii·.Itait divided into or 
involving three parts. XIV (Lydg.). - L. 
tripartitus, f. tri- TRI- + pp. of partiri 
divide, PART. 

tripe traip stomach of an ox, etc. used for 
food. XIII. - (O)F. tripe = Pr. tripa, It. 
trippa, of unlrn. origin. 

triphthong tri·f]nlij combination of three 
vowels in one syllable. xvr. -F. triph
tongue, f. tri- TRI-, after DIPHTHONG. 

triple tri·pl threefold; treble XVI; sb. xv. 
- (O)F. triple or L. triplus- Gr. triplous, 
f. tri- TRI-+pl- (see FOLD 2), for L. triplex. 
Hence tripLET tri·plit set of three, as of 
lines of verse XVII, notes of music XIX; after 
DOUBLET. tri·plex (anglicized XVII Sh.). So 
triplicate tri·plikat threefold, triple xv; 
sb. xvm. - L. triplicatus, pp. of triplicare, 
f. triplic-, -plex. tripliciTY tripli·siti three
fold condition ; division into three groups of 
the signs of the Zodiac XIV (Trevisa). - late 
L. triplicitas, f. triplic-, -plex. 

tripod trai·pod three-legged vessel or sup
port (spec. stool). XVII (Holland, Chap
man). - L. tripod- (nom. -pfis)- Gr. trlpous, 
-pod-, f. tri- TRr-+pous FOOT. 

tripos trai·pos ttripod XVI; at Cambridge 
Univ., formerly, bachelor of arts appointed 
to dispute humorously at Commencement 
(so called from the tripod on which he sat), 
(hence) set of verses written for this, (later) 
list of candidates qualified for honours in 
mathematics printed on the back of the 
paper containing the verses, (subsequently) 
final honours examination for the bachelor's 
degree, first in mathematics, later in other 
subjects XVII (Pepys). Unexpl. alt. of L. 
tripus- Gr. tripous TRIPOD. 

triptych tri·ptik tablet or card folded in 
three XVIII ; picture or carving hinged in 
three divisions XIX. f. TRI-, after DIPTYCH; 
cf. F. triptyque. 

TRIVIAL 

triquetrous traikwe·tras three-cornered. 
XVII (Sir T. Browne). f. L. triquetrus; see 
TRI-, -OUS, WHET. 

trireme trai·rim ancient galley with three 
banks of oars. xvn (Holland). - (O)F. 
trireme or L. triremis, f. tri- TRI-+remus oar. 

trisagion trisle·gian (liturg.) Eucharistic 
hymn beginning with a threefold invocation 
of God ('Holy, Holy, Holy') XVII. -Gr. 
trisdgion, n. of trisdgiM, f. tris thrice (see 
THREE) + hdgios holy. Cf. TERSANCTUS, 
SANCTUS. 

trisect traise·kt divide into three parts. 
XVII. f. TRI-+sect-, pp. stem of L. secure 
cut, after BISECT. 

triste trist dismal, gloomy. XVIII. F. - L. 
tristis. Anglicized trist (now obs.) from xv. 

tritagonist traitle·g;mist, tri- third actor 
in a Gr. tragedy. XIX. -Gr. tritagiinistis, 
f. tritos THIRD+ agiinistis actor, f. agonizes
thai (see AGONIZE). 

trite trait worn out by use. XVI. - L. 
tritus, pp. of terere rub; cf. TRIBULATION, 
THROW. 

trithing traH5il) (hist.) see RIDING. 

Triton trai·tan (Gr. and Rom. myth.) sea
god, son of Poseidon and Amphitrite XVI ; 
(zool.) genus of marine gasteropods XVIII. 

triturate tri-tjureit pulverize. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of late L. tritiiriire thresh com, f. L. 
tritiira rubbing, threshing, f. trit-, pp. stem 
of terere; see TRITE, -URE, -ATE3 , 

triumph trai·amf (Roman hist.) solemn 
entry of a victorious general 'into Rome XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa); victorious achievement XIV. 
-OF. triumphe (mod. triomphe)- L. tri
umphus, earlier triumpus, prob.- Gr. 
thriambos hymn to Bacchus (Dionysus). So 
tri·umph vb. xvr. triu·mphAL', triu·m
phANT XV. - (O)F. or L. Cf. TRUMP 2• 

triumvir traiA·mv5r (Rom. hist.) one of a 
board of three coordinate magistrates. XVI. 
- L. triumvir, sg. deduced from pl. triumviri 
(also tresviri, III viri), back-formation from 
trium viriirum, g. pl. of tres viri three men. 
So triu·mvirATE1 -virat. XVI. - L. 
trium viratus. 

triune trai·jun (of the Godhead) three in 
one. XVII. f. TRI- + L. iinus ONE. So 
triu·NITY. '11 Earlier ttrinune, t-union, 
t-unity ( cf. TRINE). 

trivet tri·vit stand or support for a pot, etc., 
orig. three-footed. xv. Late ME. trevet, 
repr. OE. trefet (recorded once in doubtful 
application)- L. triped-, tripes, f. tri- TRr-+ 
pes FOOT, after Gr. tripous TRIPOD. 

trivial tri ·vi::~ I pert. to the trivium of 
medileval learning xv ; tsuch as may be met 
with anywhere XVI (Nashe); of small 
account XVI (Sh.); (nat. hist.) specific; 
popular xvm. - L. trivialis, f. next; see -AL1• 
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TRIVIUM 

trivium tri·vi;~m in the Middle Ages, the 
lower division of the seven liberal arts 
(grammar, rhetoric, logic), the upper four 
(QUADRIVIU:vi) being arithmetic, geometry, 
astronomy, and music. XIX. - medL. use 
of L. trivium, place where three roads meet 
f. tri- TRI-...;_via way. 

-trix triks suffix of L. fern. agent-nouns 
corr. to mascs. in -TOR, as adjzttrix, imperii
trix, veniitrix, ferns. of adfiitor helper, 
imperiitor commander, venator hunter; such 
sbs. were adopted from xv from L. of va
rious periods, as administratrix, executrix, 
mediatrix, testatrix; (geom.) applied (sc. 
linea line) to certain straight lines or curves, 
as directrix, tractrix. Cf. -TRICE. 

troche troutf flat round tablet or lozenge. 
XVI. Early in pl. trochies, trotches (whence 
sg. troch-e), alt. of trocis, -isce, -iske (c. qoo 
to XVIII) - F. trochisque -late L. trochiscus 
- Gr. trokhiskos small wheel or globe, pill, 
lozenge, dim. of trokh6s wheel; rei. to 
trekhein run. 

trochee trou·ki (pros.) foot consisting of 
a long followed by a short syllable (-v). XVI. 
- L. troclueus- Gr. trokhazos (sc. pozis) 
running, tripping (foot), f. tr6khos running, 
course, rei. to trekhein run, with poss. Sl., 
Celtic, and Germ. cogns. trochaic trou
kei·ik. XVI. - L. trochaicus- Gr. trokhaik6s. 
Cf. F. trochee, trochaique. 

trochilus tm·kil;~s small Egyptian bird 
said to have picked crocodile's teeth. XVI. 
L., - Gr. trokhilos, f. var. stem of trekhein 
run. 

trocho- tm·kou comb. form of Gr. trokh6s 
wheel, disc (see prec.). 

troglodyte tro·glodait cave-dweller (chiefly 
prehistoric). XVI. - L. troglodyta - Gr. 
troglodutes, corrupt form of trogodutes (v 
B.c.) after trogle hole. 

troika troi·ka Russ. vehicle drawn by 
three horses abreast. XIX. Russ., f. tr6e 
THREE. 

Trojan trou·d3an pert. to, native of, ancient 
Troy; roisterer, good fellow; brave fellow. 
XVII. rep!. earlier Troian (XIV, Ch.), Troyan 
(xv)- L. Troianus, f. Troia Troy; see -AN. 
1]1 OE. had Troianisc. 

troll1 troul tA. move about or to and fro 
XIV (PPI.); B. roll, bowl xv; C. sing in full 
round voice XVI; D. angle with a running 
line XVII. Of doubtful identity in all senses; 
F. trtJler (ttroller) wander casually, and 
(M)HG. trollen stroll, toddle, have been 
compared. 

trolP troul Scand. myth., one of a super
natural race of giants, dwarfs, or imps. XIX. 
(preceded by a Sc. ex. of xvn). -ON., Sw. 
troll (Da. trold) ; of unkn. origin. 

trolley tr::>'li low truck or cart. xrx. Of 
dial. origin; cf. local troll, ttrole (XVII), pre
sumably f. TROLL\ and the similar lorry, 
rally, rully. 

TROPIC 

trollop tr;:,·lap sluttish or loose woman. 
XVII (Wither). Of unkn. origin; for form 
and sense cf. TRVLL. 

trombone tr;:,mbou·n large loud-toned 
wind instrument of music, with a sliding 
arrangement for extending the tube. XVIII. 
-F. trombone (earlier ttrombon) or its 
source It. trombone, augm. of tromba 
TRGMP1 ; cf. -OON. 

tromometer troum;:,·mit;}.l instrument for 
measuring earth-tremors. XIX. f. Gr. tr6mos 
trembling (rei. to tremein; see TREMOR)+ 
-METER. 

tronk tr;:,IJk (S. Africa) prison. xvu 
(trunke), Afrikaans- Pg. tronco TRUNK. 

troop tri1p body of soldiers, (pl.) armed 
forces; number of persons collected together 
XVI; signal on a drum for assembling 
troops XVII. (Early also troupe, trozvpe)- F. 
troupe (whence It. truppa), poss. back
formation from troupeau flock, herd ( = Pr. 
tropel), dim. f. medL. troppus (sc. de 
fumentis) herd of mares, prob. of Germ. 
origin. Hence vb. gather in a troop XVI; 
t. the colour beat the drum for the reception 
of the colour at the mounting of the guard 
XVII; troo·pER1 cavalry soldier (first in 
Scotland of the Covenanting Army r64o). 

tropreolum tropi·;~l;~m S. Amer. genus of 
herbs. XVIII. modL. (Linnreus I737), f. 
L. trop!Eum TROPHY; so called from the 
resemblance of the leaf to a shield and of 
the flower to a helmet. 

trope troup (rhet.) use of a word or phrase 
in a sense not proper to it, figure of speech 
xvr (Tindale); (Liturg.) phrase introduced 
into the text for musical embellishment XIX. 
- L. tropus figure of speech - Gr. tr6pos 
turn, rel. to trepein turn (cf. OL. trepit 
turns). So tro·per book of tropes. OE. 
tropere- medL. troperium, var. of tropiirium; 
cf. OF. trop(i)er. 

trophic tm·fik pert. to nutrition. XIX. -Gr. 
trophik6s, f. tropM nourishment. 

tropho- tr;:,·fou comb. form of Gr. trophi, 
rei. to trephein nourish, used in scientific 
terms. XIX. 

trophy trou·fi erection serving as a 
memorial of vict':lry in war; prize, booty; 
monument, memorial XVI. -F. trophee 
- L. troph!Eum, earlier trop!Eum - Gr. tr6-
paion, s b. use of n. of tropaios, f. trap! 
turning, putting to flight, defeat, rei. to 
trepein tum (cf. TROPE). 

tropic tr;:,·pik teach of the two solstitial 
points XIV (Ch.); each of the two circles of 
the celestial sphere touching the ecliptic at 
the solstitial points ; either boundary of the 
torrid zone XVI ; pl. region between these XIX; 
adj. tropical xvr. -late L. tropicus (whence 
also F. tropique, etc.)- Gr. tropik6s (1) pert. 
to the 'turning' of the sun at the solstice, 
(2) figurative, sb. (sc. kUklos circle), f. trope 
turning; see TROPE, -Ic. So tro·piCAL pert. 
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TROT 

to a tropic XVI (of the torrid zone XVII); 
metaphorical XVI. So tropicopolitan tr<l·
pikoup<l·lit:m (nat. hist.) belonging to the 
tropics. XIX (r878, P. L. Sclater); after 
cosmopolitan. 

trot1 tmt gait of a quadruped between 
walking and running. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. trot, f. troter (mod. trotter), whence 
trot vb. XIV (PPl., Ch.); Rom. *'trotttire 
(Pr., Sp. trotar, It. trottare), of Germ. orig.; 
cf. OHG. trottiin (G. trotten), intensive f. 
base of tretan step, walk, TREAD. Hence 
tro·ttER1 trotting horse XIV; (pl.) feet of 
a quadruped, esp. used for food (?XIV), XVI; 
cf. OF. trotier, medL. trottirius. 

trot 2 tmt old woman, hag. XIV. ME. 
trat(t)e, early mod. trot (xvi), obscurely rel. 
to AN. trote (Gower), of unkn. origin. 

troth troup, tm}:> (arch.) good faith, 
loyalty; plighted word ; ftruth xvr. Later 
form of ME. trouth(e), trowth(e), var. with 
stress-shifting and assim. to TROW of 
treowp TRUTH. Cf. BETROTH. 

troubadour tru·b;}du:u Proveno;:al lyric 
poet. XVIII. -F. troubadour- Pr. trobador 
=OF. troveor, nom. trovere TROUVERE, 
f. Pr. trobar, OF. trover (mod. trouver) com
pose, (later) invent, find (whence Sp. trovm·, 
It. trovare), of much disputed origin. 

trouble trA·bl mental distress XIII; public 
disturbance XIV ; pains, exertion ; in or into 
tr. liable to punishment, etc. XVII. -OF. 
truble, turble, tourble (mod. trouble), f. 
tourbler, etc. (mod. troubler = Pr. treb(o)lar, 
Rum. tulbura), whence trouble vb. XIII. 
:- Rom. *'turbultire, f. *'turbulus (whence 
(O)F. trouble disturbed, turbid), for L. 
turbidus TURBID. Hence trou·blesOME 
tfull of trouble; giving trouble. XVI. So 
trou·blous. xv. -OF. troubleus. 

trough trM oblong open vessel, esp. to 
contain liquid; t. of the sea hollow on the 
surface between waves XVII. OE. trog = 
OFris., OS. trog, OHG. troc (Du., G. trog), 
ON. trog :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *trugaz 
:-IE. *"druk6s, f. *"dru- wood, TREE. 

trounce trauns t affiict, harass ; thrash, 
belabour XVI; censure severely XVIII. Of 
unkn. origin; connexion with OF. troncer, 
troncher cut, cut off a piece from, retrench, 
cannot be made out. 

troupe tn1p company of players, dancers, 
etc. XIX. - F. (TROOP). 

trousers trau·z;)JZ ftrews; loose-fitting 
garment for the loins and legs XVII. Exten
sion, after DRAWERS, of (arch.) trouse (xvi) 
- Ir., Gael. triubhas THEWS; attrib. usu. in 
sg. form, e.g. trouser leg. 

trousseau tru·sou bride's outfit of clothes, 
etc. XIX. F., dim. of trousse TRUSS. 

trout traut freshwater fish Salmo fario. 
Late OE. truht- late L. tructa (also CRam. 
exc. Rum.), 

TRUCK 

trouvere tn1VE;}'.I one of a school of epic 
poets of N. France. XIX (Southey has 
trouveur 1795). F., and OF. trovere, obl. 
troveor = Pr. trobador TROUBADOUR. 

trove short for TREASURE TROVE. 

trover trou·v:u (leg.) act of finding and 
keeping possession of a property. XVI. -AN. 
sb. use of OF. trover (mod. trouver find; cf. 
TROUBADOUR); see -ER5• 

trow trou, trau (arch., esp. in I trow) 
believe, suppose. Of mixed origin; (r) OE. 
treowian, treowan, f. treow truce, with 
secondary stressing of the diphthong; (2) 
OE. trii.wian; cf. TRUCE, TRUE, TRUST. 

trowel trau·;)l tool consisting of a plate of 
metal or wood with a short handle. XIV. 
ME true!, trowel- OF. truele (mod. truelle) 
- medL. truella, alt. of L. trulla ladle, 
scoop, f. trua skimmer, spoon. 

troy troi system of weights used for 
precious stones and metals. XIV. orig. in 
phr. marc. de troye, pound of troye; said to 
be taken from a weight used at the fair of 
Troyes (Aube, France), with which cf. the 
Sc. form ftrois, ftroyis. 

truant tn1·;}nt fsturdy beggar, idle rogue 
XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); pupil absent from 
school without leave xv; adj. xvr. -OF. 
truant (mod. truand) = Pr. truan (whence 
Sp. truhan, Pg. truiio) :-Galla-Rom. *trii.
gant-, prob. of Celtic origin (cf. W. truan, 
Gael. truaghan wretched). 

truce tn1s suspension of hostilities. XIII. 
ME. trew(e)s, trues (repl. OE. pl. treowa, 
used as sg.), pl. of tru(w)e, OE. treow, carr. 
to OFris. trouwe, triuwe, triowe, OS. treuwa, 
OHG. triuzva (Du. trouw, G. treue), Goth. 
triggva covenant; the same base (*'treww-) 
is recognized in Gr. dro6s firm, Olr. derb, 
W. drii.d strong j cf. TROW, TRUE, TRUST. 

truchman trA'tfm;}n interpreter. xv. 
Late ME. tourcheman (Caxton)- medL. 
turchemannus (whence also F. trucheman, 
Sp. truchimdn, It. turdmanno)- Arab. turja
miin; cf. DRAGOMAN, TARGUM. 

trucial trii· J1:~1 pert. to a truce regulating 
the relations of Arab sheiks to each other 
and to the British Government, r876. f. 
TRUCE+-IAL, prob. after fiducial. 

truck1 give in exchange XIII (AncrR.); 
barter away XVII ; pay otherwise than in 
money XIX. ME. trukie, later trukke- AN. 
*'truquer, OF. *troquer (reflected in medL. 
troctire)= Pr. trucar, Sp. trocar, of unkn. 
origin. Hence sb. (cf. AN. truke XIV) 
barter XVI ; dealings, traffic XVII ; payment 
in kind, goods supplied instead of wages. 
XVIII. 

truck• trAk small solid wooden wheel or 
block XVII ; wheeled vehicle for heavy 
weights XVIII. poss. shortening of next. 
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TRUCKLE 

truckle trA·kl pulley, sheave; small roller 
or wheel under a bed, etc. xv; (short for 
t.-bed xv) low bed running on castors, usu. 
pushed under a high bed when not in use 
XVII. Late ME. trocle, trokel, trookyll 
-AN. trocle-L. trochlea-Gr. trokhiliii, -eiii 
sheaf of a pulley. Hence vb. toccupy a 
truckle-bed xv; yield obsequiously to XVII. 

truculent trA·kjUhmt, trii-· marked by a 
hostile, merciless temper or behaviour. 
XVI. - L. truculentus, f. true-, trux fierce, 
savage; see -ULENT. 

trudge trAd3 the off, depart; walk labo
riously XVI. Early forms also ttredge, 
(dial.) tridge; of unkn. origin. 

trudgen trA·d3:Jn hand-over-hand stroke 
in swimming familiarized by one John 
Trudgen about r865. 

true trii steadfast; trustworthy OE.; con
sistent with fact XIII; real, genuine XIV. 
OE. gejtriewe, treowe, later trywe (ME. 
trewe, truwe, tru) = OFris. triuwe, trouwe, 
OS. triuwi, OHG. gijtrimvi (Du. getrouw, 
G. treu), ON. tryggr, Goth. triggws, f. the 
CGerm. sb. repr. by TRUCE. The sp. true 
dates from xv. 

truffle trA·fl underground (edible) fungus. 
XVI. pro b. - Du. truffel, ttruffele- F. truffle 
(now truffe), perh. to be referred ult. to 
popL. *'tujera, for L. tubera, pl. of tuber 
TUBER. 

truism trii·izm self-evident truth. XVIII 
(Swift). f. TRUE+·ISM. 

trull trAl (arch.) drab, trollop; tgirl, 
wench. XVI. one of a group of nearly 
synon. sbs. having initial tr, as TROLLOP, 
TROT2, ttrug (xvi); cf. It. ttrucca, G. trulle, 
trolle. 

truLY 2 trii·li adv. of TRUE, OE. treowliCe. 

trump' trAmp (arch.) trumpet. XIII 
(RGlouc.) ME. trompe- (O)F. trompe = 
Pr. tromba, trompa, Sp. trompa, It. tromba 
- OHG. trumpa, trumba, ON. trumba 
prob. of imit. origin. So trump vb. XII~ 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. tramper. 

trump• trAmp card of a suit that ranks 
above all others XVI (Latimer); first-rate 
fellow XIX. alt. of TRIUMPH, also used by 
Latimer in this sense and for an obs. card
game; cf. the pun in Sh., 'Ant. and Cleop.' 
IV xii [xiv] 20. 'She .•. has pack'd cards 
with Cresar and false played my glory 
Unto an enemy's triumph'. Hence trump 
vb. put a trump on (a trick); tget in the 
way XVI; tbring up or forward; get up 
unscrupulously XVII. 

trumpery trA·mp:Jri tfraud, trickery xv · 
trash, rubbish XVI; adj. paltry, trashy xvi: 
- (O)F. tromperie, f. tramper deceive, of 
unkn. origin; see -ERY. 

trumpet trA·mpit musical wind instru
ment of narrow bore. XIII. - (O)F. trompette, 
dim. of trompe TRUMP1 ; see -ET. Hence or 

TRUST 

- (O)F. trompeter tru·mpet vb. XVI 
(Palsgr., Coverdale), tru·mpetER1 xv. 

truncated trA·I)keitid having a part cut off. 
XV (her.). -f. L. trunciitus (whence prob. 
trunciire), f. truncus TRUNK; see -ATE 2

, -ED1 • 

So truncA·TION. xvi. -late L. 

truncheon trA·nf,m tpiece broken off; 
tfragment or shaft of a spear XIII ; short 
thick staff; staff as symbol of authority XVI. 
-OF. tronchon (mod. tronfon), repr. Rom. 
*trzmcio(n-), f. L. truncus TRUNK. 

trundle trA·ndl small wheel, roller, or 
revolving disc. xvr. So vb. roll, bowl XVI. 
Earlier in trundle-tail curly-tailed dog (xv) 
and trundle-bed truckle-bed (XVI). The late 
and casual appearance of this form as com
pared with trendle (OE. trendel circular or 
spherical object) and trindle (early ME. 
trindel wheel), with which it makes a group 
related by vowel-gradation, involves diffi
culty in connecting it with OE. words con
taining u or its mutation y, as in trundulnis 
'circuitus', sintrundel, -tryndel round, tryn
deled 'circumtectum', healftryndel hemi
sphere ; for the basic forms cf. TREND ; see 
-LE1• 

trunk trAI)k A. main stem of a tree xv 
(Caxton); B. human or animal body xv; 
C. chest, box xv (Promp. Pa.rv.); D. (assoc. 
partly with TRUMP1) tpipe, tube; elephant's 
proboscis XVI (Eden); t pl. trunk-hose XVI. 

Late ME. tron(c)k - (O)F. tronc, = Pr. 
tronc, Sp., It. tronco :- L. truncus. comp. 
trunk-HOSE (hist.) full bag-like breeches. 
XVII. 

trunnion trA·njan each of a pair of 
gudgeons on a cannon xvn ; each of a pair 
of similar supports XVIII. - (O)F. trognon, 
of unkn. origin. 

truss trAs bundle, pack xm (AncrR.); 
(naut.) tackle or fitting for a yard XIII; 
(surg.) supporting appliance XVI. -OF. 
trusse, torse (mod. trousse) = Pr. trossa, Sp. 
troxa, perh. f. carrel. obs. OF. trusser (mod. 
trousser), whence ME. trusse (xm), Pr. 
trossar; Sp. troxar, of unkn. origin. 

trust trAst confidence XIII (AncrR.); 
reliability, fidelity xv; thing or person 
committed to one XVII ; (short fort. company) 
body of traders controlling a business XIX. 
So vb. have confidence (in) XIII. Of obscure 
history, the primary difficulty being the 
absence of OE. evidence; early ME. forms 
of sb., adj., and vb. are of five types: trust( e), 
beside triist(e), trist(e), trest(e), which corr. 
to a possible OE. *tryst, *trystan, and trost(e) 
which is presumably - ON. traust help, 
support, confidence, traustr firm, strong, 
confident, with deriv. vb. treysta (whence 
ME. traiste); parallel forms are MLG., 
MDu. trost {Du. troost), (O)HG. trost con
solation, Goth. trausti covenant, the forma• 
tion being ult. that of an abstr. noun on the 
base *tru- of TRUE, TROW. Hence tru·sty1, 

XIII (AncrR.). truStEE1• XVII. 



TRUTH 

truth trii}:> quality of being true, tfaith, 
loyalty OE. ; something that is true XIV 
(PPI.). OE. triewp, treowjJ corr. to OHG. 
triuwida, ON. (pl.) trygiJir plighted 
faith; f. TRUE; see -TH1 and cf. TROTH. 
Hence tru·tltFUL1 (of statements, etc.) XVI; 
(of persons) xvm; (of ideas, artistic or 
literary presentation, etc.) XIX. 

try trai A. examine and determine, esp. 
judicially XIII (Cursor M.); tB. separate; 
C. test; attempt XIV; D. (naut.) lie to XVI. 
-OF. trier sift, pick out = Pr., Cat. triar, 
a Gallo-Rom. vb. of unkn. (perh. Gaulish) 
origin. Sense D. has been explained as 'to 
attempt by a judicious balance of canvas 
to keep a ship's bow to the sea' (hence 
try•SAIL trai-seil, -sal XVIII). 

trypanosoma tri:panousou·ma genus of 
protozoa, species of which are parasitic in 
the blood. XIX. modL., f. Gr. trupanon 
borer+slima body. 

trypsin tri·psin chief digestive ferment of 
the pancreatic juice. XIX. perh. for *tripsin, 
f. Gr. tripsis rubbing, f. tribein rub; so 
named because first obtained by rubbing 
down the pancreas with glycerin; see -IN. 

tryst trist, traist (chiefly Sc. before XIX) 
mutual appointment to meet. XIV (Barbour). 
spec. use of ttrist, at first pro b. extension of 
the sense 'appointed station in hunting', 
var. of ttristre- OF. triste, tristre (cf. AL. 
trista, tristra XII, perh. - ME. trist): see 
TRUST. 

tsar tsiir var. of CZAR. XVII. 
tsetse tse·tsi dipterous insect Glossina 

morsitans. XIX. Tswana (language of 
Bechuanaland). 

tuatara tu::ltii·r::l large lizard having a 
dorsal row of spines. XIX. Maori, f. tua on 
the back+ tara spine. 

tub tAb open wooden vessel of staves and 
hoops XIV (Ch.); (orig. bathing tub) XVI; 
heavily-built boat; (joe.) pulpit (hence 
ttubman, ttubpreacher, tub-thumper preacher 
in a tub) XVII. prob. of LDu. origin (cf. 
MLG., MDu. tubbe, also MFlem., Du. 
tobbe); of unkn. origin. 

tuba tju·b::l brass wind instrument of bass 
pitch. X'X. It. - L. tuba war trumpet. 

tube tjub hollow (cylindrical) body long in 
proportion to its diameter. XVII. -F. tube 
or L. tubus, rei. to tuba (see prec.). 

tuber tju·b:~.z thickened portion of the 
underground stem of a plant. XVII. - L. 
tuber hump, swelling. So tubercLE tju·b::l.Ik! 
small rounded projection XVI; (path.) 
swelling or nodule XVII. - L. tuberculum, 
dim. of tuber. tube·rculAR, tube·rcuLous 
XVIII. - modL. tuberculo·sis disease 
characterized by the formation of tubercles 
(tubercle-bacilli). XIX. 

tuberose1 tju·b:~rous, (erron.) tju·brouz 
liliaceous plant Polianthes tuberosa, having 
a tuberous root. XVII (Evelyn). - L. fern. 
of tuberosus (see next). 

TUFT 

tuberosE• tju·b::lrous tuberous. XVIII. So 
tubero·SITY. XVI. tu·berous of the form or 
nature of a tuber. xvn. - F. tubereux, or 
L. tftberosus. 

tubi- tjubi comb. form of L. tubus TUBE. 
So (erron.) tubo-. XIX. 

tubule tju·bjul small tubular structure. 
XVII. - L. tubulus, dim. of tubus TUBE. So 
tu·bulAR. XVII. 

tuck1 tAk fold or pleat of drapery XIV; gather
ing of ends xvu ; hearty meal XIX (hence tuck
shop pastry-cook's shop); f. tuck vb. pull or 
gather up; put up or away XIV; consume 
(food) xvm (also intr. tuck in XIX). - MLG., 
MDu. tucken ( = OHG. zucclzen, G. zucken 
twitch, snatch), f. base of Germ. *teux
(cf. TUG). 

tuck 2 tAk rapier. xvr. Early forms toke, 
tocke, touke, prob. -F. dial. etoc, OF., Pr. 
estoc = It. stocco, of Germ. origin (cf. G. 
stock stick). 

tuckahoe tA"k::lhou (U.S.) N. Amer. name 
for the edible roots of various plants. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). Algonquian. 

tucker t11.·b.z piece of lace, etc. worn at the 
neck (cf. BIB). XVII. f. TUCK\ -ER1• 

tucket tA·kit flourish on a trumpet. xvi 
(Sh.). f. ttuck beat the drum, sound on a 
trumpet. XIV. - ONF. toquer = Pr., Sp. 
tocar, It. toccare TOUCH; see -ET. 

-tude tjud suffix repr. F. -tude, L. -tftdo, 
-tiidin-, forming abstr. nouns on adjs., as 
altitude, aptitude, fortitude, gratitude, lati
tude, longitude, multitude, solitude, derived 
from L. either directly or through F.; 
attitude, decrepitude, and platitude show 
special features. 

Tudor tju·d::l.I Welsh surname Tewdzvr as 
that of the line of English sovereigns from 
Henry VII to Elizabeth I, descended from 
Owen Tudor, who married the widow of 
Henry V. XVIII. 

Tuesday tju·zdi third day of the week. OE. 
Tiwesdceg = OFris. tiesdei, OHG. ziestag 
(G. dial. zistig), ON. tysdagr, tyrsdagr; f. g. 
of Tiw (= OHG. Zio, ON. Tyr, name of 
a Teutonic deity identified with Mars :
Germ. *Tizvaz, cogn. with L. deus; see 
DIVINE1)+dceg DAY; tr. L. dies Martis day of 
::\liars (whence F. mardi, It. martedi). 

tufa tju·f::l (geol.) porous stone. xvm. tIt. 
tufa, local var. of tufo -late L. tofus, 
tophus. So tuff tAf. xvr. - F. tuffe, tufe, 
tuf- It. tufo; cf. G. tuffstein. See TOPHUS. 

tuffet tA"fit tuft or tussock. xvr. prob. alt. 
of next by substitution of -ET. 

tuft tAft bunch as of hairs XIV (Ch.); clump 
xvr; tassel on a cap, e.g. as worn by a titled 
undergraduate XVII. Earlier toft, presum
ably- OF. tofe, toffe (mod. touffe), of unkn. 
origin ; for the parasitic t cf. draft, graft, 
vulgar paragraft, 
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TUG 

tug t:.g pull forcibly. XIII (AncrR.). 
Earliest form togge, f. weak grade of 
Germ. *teux- (repr. by OE. teon, OHG. 
ziohan, G. ziehen) draw, pull :-IE. "'deuk
(repr. by L. diicere lead; cf. DUCT, DUKE). 
Hence sb. (chiefly pl.) chains, traces, studs, 
to maintain attachment, connexion, etc. 
XIII; act of pulling, or struggling XVI (tug of 
war, N. Lee I677); (dial.) timber waggon 
XVIII ; small powerful vessel for towing XIX. 

tuism tjfrizm use of the pronoun of the 
second person. XIX (Coleridge). f. L. tii 
THou+-IsM, after egoism. 

tuition ltjui·J;Jn tguardianship, tutelage 
xv; instruction of a pupil XVI. - (O)F. 
tuition- L. tuitio(n-) protection (Cicero), f. 
tueri look after; see -ITION. Cf. TUTOR. 

tulip tju·lip bulbous plant of the liliaceous 
genus Tulipa. XVII (earlier in forms tulip(p )a, 
-ipan(t) xvr) - modL. tulipa, F. ttulipan, 
tulipe (cf. Sp. tulipan, Pg. tulipa, It. 
tulipano, Du. tulp, G. tulpe, Sw. tulpan, 
Da. tulipan, Russ. tyul'pdn)-Turk. tul(i)band 
(now tiilbend)- Pers. dulband TURBAN. First 
mentioned in W. Europe by Busbecq 
(c.I554), in Eng. by Lyte (I578) and Gerarde 
(1597); the expanded flower was thought to 
resemble a turban. 

tulle tjul, tul, JJtiil fine silk bobbin-net. 
xrx. F., named from Tulle, in Correze, 
France, where it was first made. 

tumble tA·mbl tdance with posturing; fall 
helplesslyxm; cause to fall XIV. ME. tumbel, 
Sc. tummyll- MLG. tummelen = OHG. 
tumalon (G. tummeln), frequent. (see -LE3) f. 
base ofOHG. tiimon (MHG. tiimen), tiimalon 
(MHG. tiimeln, G. taumeln); cf. OE. tumbian 
dance, MHG. tumben, ON. tumba tumble; 
the same base is the source of OF. turner, 
tumber (now tomber fall), Sp. tumbar, and 
It. tomare and tombolare. Hence tu·mblER1 

tacrobat XIV (Rolle); lurcher XVI; variety of 
domestic pigeon XVII (so called from their 
action); footless goblet (made so as not to 
stand upright) XVII (later, barrel-shaped glass 
with solid bottom). 

tumbrel, -il tNmbr;Jl instrument of pun
ishment identified with the cucking-stool 
XIV; tip-cart, dung-cart xv. -OF. tomb-, 
tumberel (mod. tombereau), in AL. tumb(e)
rellus, -um, f. tomber fall, see TUMBLE, -EL". 

tumid tju·mid swollen. xvr. - L. tumidus, 
f. tumere swell; see -ID. So tumour, U.S. 
tumor tju·m;}.I tact of swelling, swollen 
condition; swollen part (now spec.) xvr. 
- L. tumor, -or-, f. tumere; see -ouR 1, -OR •. 
Cf. TUMULT, TUMULVS. 

tummy tNmi alt. (partly euph.) of 
STOMACH; see -YG, 

tump tAmp (local) mound, hillock. XVI 
(Nashe). Of unkn. origin. 

tum-tum tA·mt:.m XIX. imit. of strum
ming. Also tum-ti-tum, tum-tiddy-tum. 

TURBAN 
tumult tju·mA!t commotion of a multitude 
xv (Lydg.); (gen.) disturbance xvr. - (O)F. 
tumulte or L. tumultus (cf. Skr. tumula 
tumult, noisy). So tumu·ltuARY. XVI. 
- L. tumul tuiirius (of troops) raised hastily. 
tumu·ltuous. XVI. - (O)F. or L. 

tumulus tju·mjul;}s, pl. -li lai sepulchral 
mound. xvn. - L. tumulus, rei. to tumere 
swell. For the formation cf. CUMULUS. 

tun tAn large cask OE. ; ttub, vat, etc. XIII; 
measure of wine, etc. equiv. to 4 hogsheads 
xv. OE. tunne, corr. to OFris., MLG., 
MDu. tunne, tonne (Du. ton), OHG. tunna 
(G. tonne), late ON. tunna- medL. tunna 
(whence F. tonne, etc., cf. TUNNEL), prob. 
of Gaulish origin. Hence tu·nDISH (local) 
funnel. XIV. Cf. TON1• 

tundra tA'ndr;J vast level treeless region of 
Russia. XIX. - Lappish. 

tune tjun t sound, tone; air, melody XIV 
(Trevisa); proper intonation or pitch xv. 
Late lYlE. tune, tewne, unexpl. var. of TONE. 
Cf. entune vb. (Ch.). 

tungsten tA'I)St;Jn (min.) tcalcium tung
state; heavy steel-grey metal. xvm. - Sw. 
tungsten, f. tung heavy+sten STONE. 

tunic tju·nik body garment or coat of 
various kinds; (nat. hist.) sheath, integu
ment. XVII. -F. tunique or L. tunica. So 
tu·nicle tsmall tunic XIV; dalmatic xv. 
-OF. funicle (alt. of tunique) or L. tunicula, 
dim. of tunica ; see -CLE. 

tunnel tA·nl ttubular net for catching birds 
xv; tshaft, flue XVI; subterranean passage 
XVIII. - OF. tone! (mod. tonneau tun, cask), 
f. tonne TUN; see -EL 2• 

tunny tA·ni large edible sea-fish of the 
genus Orcynus. XVI. (Also early ton(n)y.) 
- (O)F. thon- Pr. ton = It. tonno :- L. 
thunnu-s - Gr. thUnnos; the ending -y is 
unexpl. 

tup t:.p male sheep, ram. XIV. Chiefly 
north. and Sc. ; in earliest use tope, toupe; 
of unkn. origin. 

tupelo tu·pelou N. Amer. tree of the genus 
Nyssa. XVIII. Creek Indian; ito tree, opilwa 
swamp. 

Tupi ru·pi (language of) a tribe and stock 
of S. Amer. Indians of Brazil. XIX. 
Tupi, 'comrade'. «:11 The lingo geral, i.e. 
'general language', the commercial lan
guage used by Portuguese and Amazon 
Indians, is a debased form of this. 

tu quoque tju kwou·kwi L. phr., 'thou 
also:, used in retorting a charge. xvu. 

Turanian tjurei·ni:m pert. to, member of, a 
people using an Ural-Aitaic language. XVIII. 
f. Pers. Turii.n, applied )( lriin by Firdusi 
(c.xooo) to the region beyond the Oxus; 
see -IAN. 

turban ta·.rban Eastern headdress of 
Muslim origin. XVI. Three main types are 
repr. by tolibant, tulipan, turban(t)- F. 



TURBARY 

ttolliban, ttulban, tturbant (mod. turban), 
It. ttolipano, -ante, Sp., Pg., It. turbante
Turk. tiilbend- Pers. dulband. Cf. TULIP. 

turbary tii'Jb::~ri turf-land XIV; right to cut 
turf XVI. -AN. turberie, OF. tourberie 
(medL. turbiiria), f. tourbe TURF; see -ARY. 

turbid t·a.rbid thick with suspended 
matter; also fig. XVII (Bacon). - L. turbidus, 
f. turba disturbance, crowd, beside turbo 
whirlwind, reel, whirl, spinning-top, perh. 
-Gr. t1irbe confusion, disorder; see -ml. 

tu·rbiDAL1 t;}•.tbin::~l XVI, tu·rbinATE 2, 

-atED1 top-shaped. XVII. f. L. turbin-, turben, 
var. of turbo (see prec.). 

turbine t;}·.rbain rotary motor driven by 
water, air, or steam. XIX. -F. turbine 
(r824), stem of turbo (see prec.). comb. 
form turbo- t;}·.rbou. XIX. 

turbit t;}·.rbit small variety of domestic 
pigeon. XVII. pro b. f. L. turbo top, from its 
shape. Hence turbitEE·N2• XIX. 

turbot t;}·.rb::~t large flat fish Rhombus 
maximus. XIII (Havelok). -OF. turbot 
- OSw. tornbut ( = early mod. Eng. thorn
but), f. Uirn THORN+but BUTT3• 

turbulent t;}·.rbjul;mt disorderly, unruly. 
XVI (Coverdale). - L. turbulentus, f. turbiire 
disturb, agitate, turba; see TURBID, -ULENT. 

Turco t;}·.rkou Chilean bird Hylactes mega
podius; Zouave soldier. XIX. - Sp., Pg., 
It. Turco TuRK. 

Turcoman l!lit;)·.rkom!En member of a 
branch of the Turkish race east of the Caspian 
Sea. XVI. - Pers. turkumiin (partly through 
medL. turcomannus, F. turcoman), f. turk 
TVRK+miindan resemble. 

turd tii.td (piece of) excrement. OE. tord = 
MDu. tort, torde (also in comps. OE. tord
wijel, tDu. tortwevel, ON. tordyfill 'turd
weavil', dung-beetle):- Germ. *'turdam :
IE. *drtom, pp. formation on *'dr- *der
TEAR 2 ; a mutated form is seen in OE. 
tyrdel (see -EL\ -LE1), early mod. Eng. 
tirdle, terdle, dial. treddle, truddle pellet of 
dung. 

tureen tjuri·n deep table vessel witlt a lid. 
XVIII. Earlier forms terrene, -ine- F. terrine 
large circular flat-bottomed earthenware 
dish, sb. use of fern. of OF. terrin earthen 
:- Rom. *'terrinus, f. L. terra earth; see 
TERRESTRIAL, -INE1. 

turf t;}.rf sod of grass; greensward OE. ; 
slab of peat XIII (Havelok). OE. tUij, carr., 
with variation of gender and declension, to 
OFris., OS. (Du.) turf (LG. torj, whence 
G. torj), OHG. zurba, zurj, ON. torj, torfa; 
CGerm. sb. (not in Gothic), f. *turb
(whence medL. turba, OF. tourbe; cf. 
TURBARY) :- IE. *drbh-, the base of Skr. 
darbhd tuft of grass. 

turgid t1bd3id swollen, distended XVII ; 
of inflated style XVIII. - L. turgidus, f. turgere 
swell; see -mt. So ttu·rgENT. xv, tur
gE·scENCE. XVII, -E·SCENT. XVIII. 

TURN 

Turk t;}.rk member of a numerous and 
extensive family of the human race of 
Central Asia and speaking languages be
longing to a branch (the Turkic) of the 
Ural-Altaic group; native of Turkey 
(Seljuk or Osmanli) XIV. trans£. XVI. Of 
unkn. origin. Hence Tu•rkic. XIX. Turk
ISH1 t;}·.rkiJ pert, to Turkey or the Turks. 
XVI. repl. tTurkes (XIV), Turkeys- OF. 
turqueis (mod. turquois) = Pr. turques, It. 
turchese, medL. Turcensis. 

turkey tii· .tki tguinea-fowl; large gallina
ceous bird of American origin (genus 
Meleagris) xvr. The name of the country 
(the land of the Turks), first applied to the 
African bird prob. because it was orig. 
brought from New Guinea by the Portu
guese through Turkish dominions, and 
later applied to the American bird, to which 
it became restricted, and to whichMeleagris, 
the name by which the guinea-fowl was 
known to the Greeks and Romans, was 
attached by Linn~Eus in his classification. 

Turkey t;}·.rki land of the Turks (T. in 
Europe and T. in Asia). XIV (Ch.). -F. 
Turquie, medL. Turchia, Turquia, f. Turc, 
Turcus; cf. -Y3• 

Turki tu·rki Turkish native, thorse. XVIII. 
- Pers. turki, adj. formation. 

turmeric t;}·.rm::~rik (powder made from) 
the root-stock of the East Indian plant, used 
in curry powder, etc.; curcuma. xvr. Early 
forms also tarmaret, tormarith, which 
appear to be- F. terre merite, mo.dL. terra 
merita (xv1), perh. alt. of some nattve form; 
the ending shows assim. to -IC. 

turmoil t;}·.rmoil tagitate, distress; tlive 
or move in agitation; (dial.) toil, drudge. XVI. 
The senses corr. to the trans£. senses of 
MOIL and, like these, are first recorded in 
pass.' and ref!. use. Hence tu·rmoil. ~b. 
agitation, commotion. XVI ; of unkn. ongm. 

turn t;}.rn vb. of extensive sense-develop
ment the basic notions of which are rota
tion and deviation from a course, one of 
its earliest senses with reference to the 
operation of a lathe still remaining in 
use. ME. forms repr. early OE. tyrnan 
(viz. tiirne, terne, tyrne) were superseded 
by turne, terne, derived from OE. turniCfn, 
giving thel present form, and prob. rem
forced from OF. turner, torner (mod. 
tourner) = Pr., Sp., Pg. tornar, It. tornare :
L. torniire, f. tornus lathe - Gr. t6rnos 
lathe circular movement (whence vb. tor
neuei~) taken to be cogn. with L. terere 
rub (c{f. TRITE, teres polished, smooth). 
Comp. tu·rncoAT. XVI. tu·rnKEY one ~ho 
has charge of keys. XVII. tu·rn-ouT actmn 
or manner of turning out. XVII. tu·rn-OVER 
person or thing that is turned over or trans
ferred XVII ; tart of which one half of the 
paste is turned over the other XVIII ; amount 
of business done, etc. XIX. tu·rnPIKE 
spiked barrier XV ; barrier for collection of 
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TURNIP 

toll xvn (t. road xvm). tu·rnSCREW screw
driver. XIX; cf. F. tournevis. tu·rnsPIT dog 
or person kept to tum a roasting spit. XVI; 
cf. F. tourne-broche, whence fturnbroach 
(xv). tu·rnsTILE revolving gateway regulat
ing passage. XVII; earlier tturningstile 
(Cotgr.). tu·rn-TABLE revolving platform 
or disc. XIX. tu·rn-up part of a garment that 
is turned up XVII; card turned up XIX. 
Hence tu·rnER2 one who fashions objects 
of wood, etc. on a lathe. XIV. -OF. tornere, 
-eor- late L. torniitor, -iitorem. turning
POINT point marked by change of procedure. 
XIX (1841, Keble), prob. modelled on G. 
wendepunkt. 

turnip tii·.mip (root of) Brassica Rapa, var. 
depressa. XVI. Early forms turnepe (XVI
XVII), -nep (XVI-XIX); the first el. is inde
terminable; the second is neep, OE. nrep 
- L. niipus turnip, pro b. of Mediterranean 
origin. 

turnsole t:i·Jnsoul violet blue or purple 
colouring matter xrv; plant yielding this, 
the flowers of which face the sun XVI. 
- (O)F. tournesole- Sp. tornasol, It. torna
sole, f. L. tonziire TURN+siil sun. 

turpentine t:i· .Ip:mtain orig. resin of the 
terebinth tree, (now) any oleoresin from 
a conifer. XIV. Forms ter(e)bentine, tur
bentyne, terpentine - 0 F. ter( e )bentine - L. 
ter(e)benthina (sc. resina resin), f. t:re
binthus TEREBINTH; see -I:-IE1• 

turpeth t:i·Jpep cathartic drug obtained 
from lpom:ea Turpethum. XIV. earlier 
turbit(h)- medL. turbit(h)um, tttrpetum
Pers., Arab. turbid, -bee}, whence also F. 
turbith, t -bit, Sp.; Pg. turbit. 

turpitude tii·.Ipitjud shameful character. 
xv (Caxton). -F. turpitude or L. turpitiido, 
f. turpis base, disgraceful; see -TUDE. 

turps t5.!ps oil of turpentine. XIX. f. first 
syll. of TURPE:-.iTI~E + pl. ending -s used 
coli.; prob. workman's colloq. 

turquoise t;'}·Jkoiz precious stone, of sky
blue to apple-green colour, found in Persia. 
XIV (Trevisa). Late ME. turkeis, later 
turkes, turques (xv), turkoise, turquoise (xvi) 
-OF. turqueise, later -oise = Pr., Sp. 
turqueza, It. turchese, for pierre turqueise, etc. 
'Turkish stone', so called from being first 
known in Turkestan or conveyed through 
Turkish dominions. 

turret tA·rit small tower. xrv (turet, 
touret). - OF. torete, tourete, dim. of tur, 
tor, tour TOWER; see -ET. 

turtle1 t;i·Jtl dove of the genus Turtur. 
OE. turtla m., turtle fern. = 01-IG. turtulo 
m., -ulafem., also turtulattlba (G. turteltaube) 
= MLG. tortelduve, MSw. turturdufva (so 
tu·rtlenovE. xm); in OE. and ME. also 
turtur, in ME. turture partly- OF. turtre 
(mod. tourtre) or OK. turturi; all- L. 
turtur, of imit. origin (for change of r to l cf. 
PURPLE). Cf. Sumerian turturlzu, Heb. tiir. 

TUTOR 
turtle 2 t:i·.Itl marine tortoise. XVII. perh. 

alt. of F. tortue TORTOISE, but the existence 
of a var. turckle (Purchas) may point to a 
native (Bermudan) name. phr. turn t. 
(orig. 1'the t.) capsize (xix), with allusion to 
turning turtles over so as to incapacitate 
and capture them. 

Tuscan tA•sk:m Etruscan; pert. to Tuscany, 
region of Italy. XVI. - F. tuscan, It. toscano 
- L. Tusciinus, f. Tusci, pl. of Tuscus, called 
also Etrusci; see -AN. 

tush tAJ (arch.) excl. of impatience or con
tempt. XV. Cf. rare "ttwish (XVI), PISH. 
Hence tu·shERY, coined by R. L. Stevenson 
for pseudo-arch. romantic literature. xrx. 

tusk tAsk long-pointed tooth. ME. (xm) 
metathetic alt. of OE. tux (var. of tusc, 
whence ME. tush, surviving dial. and as 
applied to Indian elephants) = OFris. tusk, 
tosk; not certainly known outside the 
Anglo-Frisian area. If the vowel of the OE. 
word is long, of which there is no evidence, 
it may repr. *tunj;sk-, f. *tun]ms TOOTH. 

tussive tA·siv pert. to a cough. xrx. f. L. 
tussis cough+ -rYE. 

tussle tA·sl fpull or push roughly xv 
(Henryson) ; struggle vigorously XVII. perh. 
f. (dial.) touse (whence TOUSLE) = Fris. 
ttlsen, MLG. tosen, OHG. er:zusen, zir[ziison 
(G. zausen); see -LE 3

• 

tussock t.\·s~k tuft of hair XVI; tuft or 
matted growth of grass, etc. XVII. con temp. 
with synon. (dial.) tusk (of unkn. origin), of 
which it is prob. an alt. form with assim. to 
-OCK. 

tussore tA's""J coarse brown silk. XVII 
(tessar, -ur). -Urdu- Hindi ta·sar (:- Skr. 
tasara) shuttle, assim. to salempore, etc. 

tut tAt natural excl. of impatience, etc. 
XVI (Skelton). The front or palatal click, 
denoted otherwise by tchick, tck. t1f Sc. 
toot, toots expresses mild expostulation. 

tutelage tjiH;J]ed3 guardianship as of a 
ward. XVII. f. L. tiitela. keeping, f. pp. stem 
of tueri watch, look after; see -AGE. So 
tu·telARY. XVII. - L. t1lti'/cJrius; cf. F. 
tutelaire. 

tutenag tju·tlwrg alloy of copper, zinc, 
and nickel. XVII (also too-, -aga, -agal). 
- Marathi tuttimlg, said to be f. Skr. tuttha 
coppersulphate+niiga tin, lead; cf. Pg. tute
naga, F. toutenague. 

tutiorist tju·Ji;:,rist one who in cases of 
conscience favours the course of greater 
moral safety. xrx. f. L. tzltior safer, compar. 
of tiltus safe, pp. of tueri; see next and -!ST. 

tutor tju·t;>J tguardian XIV (PPI., Wycl. 
Bible, Trevisa) ; one employed as an 
instructor, esp. of youth XIV (Trevisa); 
supervisor of an undergraduate XVII. -l\rlE. 
tutour- AK., OF. tutour (mod. tuteur), or L. 
tutor, agent-noun (see -TOR) f. tueri look at 
or after, protect. Cf. TUITIO::<I. 
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TUTSAN 

tutsan tA·ts;)n name of various plants to 
which healing properties are attributed. xv. 
-A~. ttutsaine, F. toute-saine, f. toute, fern. 
of tout all, + saine, fern. of sain wholesome 
(see SANE). 

tutti tu·ti (mus.) direction that all per
formers are to take part. XVIII. It., pl. of 
tutto :- L. totus (see TOTAL). 

tutty tA·ti crude oxide of zinc. XIV (tutie). 
- OF. tutie = Sp., Pg. tutia- medL. tutia 
- Arab. tutiyii (pro b. of alien origin). 

tu whit tu whoo tuMi-t tuMii.· imit. of the 
call of an owl. XVI (Sh.). Cf. ttwyt (Lyly). 

tuxedo tAksi:·dou dinner-jacket. XIX. f. name 
of a fashionable country club at Tuxedo Park, 
near New York. 

tuyere twi:·je;u nozzle conveying blast. XVIII. 
-F. tuyere, f. tuyau pipe, prob. based ult. on 
an imit. *tilt. 

twaddle tw;:~·dl senseless or trifling talk. 
XVIII. Also tv;iddle-twaddle (xviii). alt. of 
twattle (xvu) and ttzcittle-twattle (XVI); the 
corr. vb. (dial. twattle) is earlier (XVI) and 
varied formerly with ttwittle, itself alt. of 
tittle (see TITTLE-TATTLE); W of the altered 
forms is unexpl. 

twain twein (arch.) two. OE. twegen, corr. 
to OFris., OS. twene, OHG. zwene (G. 
arch. zween), nom. and ace. m. of the 
numeral of which fern. and n. are repr. by 
TWO. In ME. twein(e) became a secondary 
form of tzvo, used following its sb. ; its use 
in the marriage service of the Book of 
Common Prayer and in the A.V. of the 
Bible, and its convenience as a rhyme-word, 
have contributed to its retention in arch. 
lang. (phr. in t., into two parts, asunder XIV). 

twang twrel) sound produced by plucking 
string of bow, harp, etc. XVI; vocal sound 
modified by passage through the nose ; 
individual or local pronunciation XVII. 
imit., the tw- expressing the sound of 
plucking, the -ang resonance. 

twankay twre·l)kei variety of green tea. 
XIX. -Chin. Tong (or Taung)ke or -kei, dial. 
var. of Tunki or Tunchi name of two streams 
and a town in China. 

twayblade twei·bleid orchidaceous plant 
of genus Listera (in U.S. Liparis), having 
two broad leaves springing from stem or 
root. XVI (Lyte, Gerarde). tr. medL. 
bifolium; f. tway, clipped form of TWAIN+ 
BLADE. 

tweak twi:k pull with a twist or jerk. XVII 
(Holland, Sh.). prob. alt. of (dial.) twick, 
OE. tu:iccian = OHG. zwicchan, rei. to 
TWITCH. 

tweed twid twilled woollen cloth. XIX. 
Trade name originating in an accidental 
misreading (by James Locke, a London 
merchant, as is alleged by some) of tweet or 
tweeZed, Sc. forms of TWILL, TWILLED, 
assisted by assoc. with the river Tweed. 

TWIG 

tweedle twi·dl make a succession of sounds 
on a fiddle, etc. xvn. imit. of the sounds, 
combined playfully in tweedledum and 
tzuedledee to indicate two rival musicians 
(XVIII). 

tween twin aphetic of tatween or BETWEEN 
XIV. Hence twee·nv• between-maid (one 
assisting two others) XIX. 

tweet twit imit. of the twittering of a small 
bird. XIX. 

tweezers twi·zarz small pincers or nippers. 
XVII. alt., by assoc. with nippers, pincers, 
pliers, or scissors, of ttweezes, pl. of ttweeze 
case of small instruments, aphetic of 
tetu·eeze, repr. pl. of ETUI. 

twelve twelv rz, xii. OE. twelj, inflected 
tzcelfe = OFris. twelef, tuelj, tolej, OS. 
tuelij, twilij, OHG. zu•elif (MDu. twalej, 
Du. twaalj, G. zzviilf), ON. t6lj, Goth. 
tzcalif(-lib); CGerm. prob. f. *twa- Two+ 
*lij- as in ELEVEN. Hence twe·lvemo 12mo, 
Xllmo, duodecimo. XIX. So twelfTH" 
twelfp rzth. OE. twelfta = OFris. twi
l(i)fta, MDu. twalefde, OHG. zwelijto (Du. 
twaalfde, G. zwiiifte), ON. t6lfti, f. twelj, 
etc. ; the new formation with -the substituted 
for -te appeared XIV and became general 
from XVI, though twelft, twelt survives dial. 
T. day, Epiphany, rzth day after Christmas 
Day. T. Night, night of this as time of 
merrymaking (whence t. cake, xvm). 

twenty twe·nti zo, xx. OE. twentig = 
OFris. twintich, OS. twentig, OHG. 
zweinzug (G., orig. dial., zwanzig); the first 
el. is obscure; cf. ON. tuttugu, Goth. 
twai tigjus; see -TY1• Henc~ twe·ntiETH 
zoth. OE. twentigopa; cf., with other 
suffixes, late ME. twentiest (so O.Fris. 
twintigosta, MHG. zweinzigeste, G. zwan
zigste); Ice!. tuttugasti, beside ON. tuttugti, 
tugtugti, tu•itugti, north. ME. twentiand 
(after ON. tuttugandi). 

twi- twai prefix meaning 'two', 'twice', 
. 'double', 'doubly', OE. twi-, twy- (= OFris. 

tzd-, OHG. zwi-, ON. tvi-; rei. to TWO). 
Of the 45 or so OE. comps. none survived 
exc. (arch.) twifold, (dial.) twibill two-edged 
axe, mattock, twi- being gen. rep!. by two-, 
as twofold (ME. tfcafald XII, OE. twifeald), 
two-headed (OE. twiheajdode). 

twice twais on two occasions XII ; two times 
as much (as) XIV. Early ME. twiges (Peter
borough Chronicle, an. uzo), f. twige, 
earlier twig(e)a = OFris. tzvia, OS. tuuio 
(f. *twi- TWO)+-es, -s. Cf. THRICE. 

twiddle twi·dl ttrifle XVI; turn about esp. 
with the fingers XVII. prob. intended to 
combine the notions of twirl and fiddle. 

twigl twig minor shoot of a tree or shrub. 
OE. (late Nhb.) twigge, obscurely rei. to 
twig, twi, corr. to ODa. tvige (Da. dial. 
tvege) fork (cf. Skr. dvikd consisting of 
two) and (with long vowel) MLG. twich 
(-g-), Du. twijg, OHG. zwig (G. zweig); all 
based on Germ. •twi- ( :- IE. *dwi-); cf. 
TWAIN1 TWIN1 TWINE, TWO, 



TWIG 

twig• twig (sl.) look at, perceive xvm; 
understand XIX. Of unkn. origin, perh. an 
application of twig pull XVIII ( cf. twick, 
TWEAK). 

twilight twai·lait (period of) half light. xv 
(ttwilighting occurs late XIV). f. TWI-+ 
LIGHT1 ; cf. Du. ttweelicht, LG. twelecht 
(whence G. zwielicht). 

twill twil woven fabric having parallel 
ridges. XIV. orig. north. and Sc. reduction 
of ttwilly, ME. ttwyle, OE. twili = OHG. 
zwilih (G. zu·illich), whence MLG., Du. 
zwilk, semi-tr. of L. bilic- (bilix) two
threaded, f. bi- BI-+base of licium thrum, 
thread. llf The Sc. form is tweel; see 
TWEED. 

twin twin twofold, double OE.; in t. 
brother, etc. XVI (Sh.); forming a pair XVI; 
sb. pl. two born at a birth. Late OE. twinn, 
earlier getwinn adj. and sb., corr. to 0:"1'. 
tvinnr, tvennr twofold, double :-Germ. 
*twisnaz; cf. OE. getwisan, OS. gitwisan, 
MLG. twesen, LG. tweschen (pl. -s) twins, 
OHG. zwiniling (G. zwilling) twin, zwinal 
twin-born; IE. "'dwisno- is repr. also by 
Lith. dvynu twins; f. "'dwi- TWI- (for forma
tive n cf. L. bini two each). 

twine twain thread of two or more strands. 
OE. twin, twigin linen = Du. twijn twine, 
twist, f. Germ. "'twi- TWI-, with n-formative 
as in OFris. twine, Goth. tweihnai two each, 
ON. tvinnitwisted thread; cf. TWIN. Hence 
vb. XIII (La::J.). 

twinge twind3 (dial.) pinch, squeeze OE.; 
(arch.) cause sharp pain to XVII. OE. 
twengan = MLG. twengen, OHG. zwengen, 
f. Germ. "'twayg-, repr. by MHG. zwange 
tongs, zwangen pinch, OHG. zwangon. 
Hence sb. tpinch XVI; sharp wringing 
pain XVII. 

twink twil)k twink, blink XIV; (arch.) 
twinkle XVII. corr. to MHG. zwinken (cf. 
G. zwinkern blink, wink, twinkle). 

twinkle twi·!]kl emit tremulous radiance 
OE.; wink XIII (obs. exc. in arch. twinkling 
of an eye XIV R. Mannyng). OE. twine/ian, 
f. base of TWINK; see -LEa. 

twirl twiiJl spin rapidly XVI; twiddle (the 
thumbs) XVIII. prob. alt. by assoc. with 
whirl, of ttirl (XVI), metathetic var. of TRILL. 

twist twist t A. divided object or part 
(band of a hinge, twig, junction of two parts 
in the body) XIV; B. cord of threads inter
twined XVI (of tobacco XVIII); C. act of 
twisting, turning on an axis, or spinning 
xvr. Of complicated history; partly de
pendent on OE. twist, in comps. denoting 
a hinged or branched object, viz. candeltwist 
snuffers, mrest twist mast rope, stay, yltwist 
bird-trap, and in place-names prob. denot
ing 'fork'; presumably f. the base *twis-, 
identical with that of TWIN, TWINE, So 
twist, vb. tdivide into branches; wring, 
wrench XIV; combine, unite (threads) xv. 
Of mixed origin; partly f. the sb. t1[ The 

-TY 

sense 'discussion' and 'disagree', 'quarrel' 
of LDu. twist, twisten, MHG., G. zwist is 
not found in Eng. 

twit twit find fault with, taunt. XVI. In 
earliest use tzdte, tzvight, aphetic of tatwite, 
OE. retwitan reproach with, f. ret- from, 
away (denoting opposition) + witan (dial. 
wite) corr. to OFris. wita, OS. witan, OHG. 
wi;;an, ON. vita punish, Goth. -weitan 
(fraweitan avenge), rei. to OE. wife = 
OFris. wite, OS. zviti, OHG. zvi;;;;i, ON. 
viti punishment, based on a var. of '*'wit
know (see WIT), the development of sense 
being parallel to that of L. animadvertere 
'observe, consider, censure, punish'. 

twitch twitS pull or jerk sharply. First in 
toJtwicche (xii-xrv) pull apart, corr. to LG. 
twikken, OHG. gizwickan, (M)HG. zwicken, 
f. Germ. *twik-, repr. also by OE. twiccian 
(dial. twick) pluck. 

twite twait species of linnet. XVI. imit. of 
the bird's call. 

twitter twi·t;lJ utter light tremulous notes, 
as a bird. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). imit. with 
-ER4 ; cf. OHG. zwizziron, MHG. zwizzern 
(G. zwitschern) and, with a different initial, 
Du. kwetteren, Sw. qvittra, etc. 

twixt, 'twixt twikst (arch.) aphetic of 
tatzoixt, BETWIXT. XIII (Cursor M.). 

twizzle twi·zl (dial., colloq.) twirl, twiddle. 
XIX. alt. of TWIDDLE or dial. twistle (xvm), 
f. TWIST j see -LE3• 

two tu 2, ii. OE. tzoii fern., twa, tu n. = 
OFris. twa, OS. twa, two, n. twe, OHG. 
zwii, zwo, n. zwei (Du. twee, G. zwei), ON. 
tveir m., tvrer fern., tvau n., Goth. twai m., 
twos fern., twa n., cogn. with Skr. dwau m., 
dwe fern. and n., Gr. duo (do in d6deka 
twelve), L. duo m. and n., dure fern. (popL. 
*dui m., *dua n.), Lith. du, OS!. duva m., 
duvl fern. and n. (Russ. dva m. and n., dve 
fern.), Oir. dau, do, W. dau; IE. *d(u)wo(u) 
with various modifications (see also TWAIN, 
TWI-). comps. two·FOLD consisting of two 
combined. XII. ME. twafald, rep!. twifald, 
OE. tzvyfeald. tWOPENCE tA·p;ms. xvr (tup
pens). t\VOPEN~Y tA•p;1ni adj. XVI (Sc. 
tuapenny). 

-ty1 ti final syll. of the tens. OE. -tig = 
OFris. -tich, OS. -tig, OHG. -zug (Du. 
-tig, G. -zig); ON. tigr and Goth. tigus are 
separate words, not suffixes (e.g. tveir tigir, 
twaitigjustwenty). Cf. Skr. dasdt-, Gr.dekds, 
-ad- (IE. '*'dekmt-) DECADE. t1[ Cardinal 
numbers in -ty were orig. construed as sbs. 
with g. pl., e.g. twentig wintra 20 years. 

-ty• ti suffix denoting state or condition ; 
early ME. -te'O, -te (xu), -tee, later -tie, -tye 
- (O)F. -te (AN. -tet, -ted, -teth) = Pr. -tat, 
-dat, Sp. -dad, Pg. -dade, It. -ta, Rum. -tae 
:- L. -tiitem, nom. -tas; see also -IETY, -ITY. 
In OF. such types as bonitiitem became 
disyllabic, viz. bontet BOUNTY, so that -tet 
(mod. -te) became the regular form of the 
suffix. Special cases are difficulty, faculty, 
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TYCOON 

honesty, majesty, penalty, personality, pro
perty, shrievalty, sovereignty, subtlety; AN. 
-teth is repr. as late as XVI inplenteth PLENTY, 
and in Sc. boundith, dainteth, poortith 
(POVERTY). 

tycoon taiku·n foreigners' title for the 
Shogun of Japan XIX; (fig., sl.) business 
magnate xx. - Jap. taikun, f. Chin. ta great 
+kiun prince. 

tyke taik dog, esp. cur, mongrel; ill
conditioned fellow XIV; in full Yorkshire t. 
Yorkshireman XVII. -ON. tlk bitch (Norw. 
tik bitch, vixen); cf. MLG. tike bitch; 
Germ. *tigon, corr. to Gr. dial. dlza goat 
(:- *digjd). 

tymp timp mouth of the hearth of a blast 
furnace. XVII, app. shortening of next. 

tympan ti·mp;m ttympanum OE.; 
(typogr.) in a printing press, frame for 
equalizing pressure XVI. OE. timpana and 
ME. timpan (in renderings of biblical pas
sages) - L. tympanum (see next) reinforced 
by (O)F. tympan = Sp., It. timpano. 

tympanites timpanai·tiz (path.) distension 
of the abdomen by gas. xrv. late L.- Gr. 
tumpanites (Galen), f. titmpanon TYMPANUM. 

tympanum ti·mp;mom drum, tambourine, 
etc. ; ear-drum XVII. L. - Gr. titmpanon 
drum, f. nasalized var·. of base of titptein 
strike. 

tynwald ti·nwold, tai·n- annual convention 
in the Isle of Man. xv. -ON. *]>ingwall-, 
stem of ]>ingvellr, f. ping assembly, THING+ 
vpllr field, level ground. tJ[ Of the same 
origin are the place-names Tinwald (Dum
friesshire), Dingwall (Ross-shire), Tingwall 
(Shetland). 

type taip emblem xv (Henryson); mark, 
stamp XVI ; characteristic or representative 
form XVII ; block carrying a letter or figure 
used in printing XVIII. -F. type or L. 
typus- Gr. tlipos blow, impression, image, 
figure, f. base of titptein strike, beat. comp. 
typewritER1 tai·prai=to.I superseded type
writing machine, of equal date XIX. 
Hence type vb. use, make a copy of with, 
a typewriter. typic ti·pik typical. XVII 
(Donne). - F. typique -late L. typicus- Gr. 
tupik6s, f. titpos. ty·prcAL of the nature of 
a type. XVII. - medL. typiciilis (Thomas 
Aquinas), f. typicus. ty·piFY. XVII (Wither, 
Sir T. Browne). ty•prsT tai·pist tcompo
sitor; one who uses a typewriter. XIX. typo
GRAPHY taipo·grofi printing. XVII (Evelyn). 
-F. typographie (xvi) or modL. typographia 
(Bernard of Verona 1493), f. Gr. titpos 
TYPE. typOGRA•PHICAL. XVI. -modL. typo·
GRAPHER printer. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
F. typographe or modL. typographus. 

TZIGANE 

-type taip repr. F. -type, L. -typus, Gr. 
-tupos. f. titptein (see prec.), as in antitype, 
archetype, electrotype, prototype, stereotype. 

typhlitis tiflai·tis (path,) inflammation of 
the crecum. xrx. - modL., f. Gr. tuphlon 
crecum, n. of tuphl6s blind, used sb. ; see 
-ITIS. 

typhoon taifu·n cyclonic storm in the 
China seas. XVI. - Chinese tai fung, dial. 
vars. of ta big, jeng wind ; cf. G. taifun 
teifun, F. typhon. Earlier ttuffoon (xvn); 
identified in form with ttouffon (xvr), ttuffon 
(xvii) violent storm in India- Pg. tufiio 
-Hind. (-Arab.) tiifiin hurricane, tornado, 
beside which there was a contemp. ttyphon 
(xvr)- L. typhOn- Gr. tiiphOn, rei. to til.phein 
(see TYPHUS). 

typhus tai-fas infectious fever. XVIII. 
- modL. typhus (De Sauvages)- Gr. taphos 
smoke, vapour, stupor, f. titphein smoke. 
Hence typhoid tai ·foid resembling typhus; 
applied spec. to a fever marked by intestinal 
inflammation and formerly supposed to be 
a variety of typhus. XVIII. f. TYPHUS+ -OlD; 
cf. F. typho!de. 

tyranno- tairre·nou comb. form of Gr. 
ttl.rannos TYRANT, as in tyran1losaurus. 

tyrant taia•Jant absolute ruler; despotic 
ruler XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. 
tira(u}nd, tirant, pl. tiraunz, also tyran
OF. tyrant, tiran (mod. tyran) = Pr. tiran, 
Sp. tirana, It. tiranno- L. tyrannus- Gr. 
tzirannos. (OF. tyrant is analogical after 
forms in -ANT.) So tyrannrc ti-, tairre·nik. 
xv (Caxton). - (O)F. tyra·nnrcAL. xvr; 
preceded by ttirannysh (Gower). tyran
nous ti·ranas. xv. ty·rannv 3 ti·rani. 
XIV. - (O)F. tyrannie- late L. tyrannia
Gr. turannlii. ty·rannrzE. xv. - (O)F. 
tyranniser. 

tyre1, tire taia.I tcurved plating for the 
rim of a wheel xv; rim of metal forming a 
continuous hoop XVIII, later, endless cushion 
of rubber for the same purpose XIX. perh. 
a use of TIRE2 (aphetic of ATTIRE). tJ[ The 
sp. with y is now used in Great Britain, 

tyre2 taio.I (in India) curdled milk. XVII 
(Purchas). -Tamil tayir. 

Tyrian trnan pert. to Tyre, ancient 
Phrenician city on the Mediterranean, 
spec. of a purple or crimson dye obtained 
from molluscs. xvr. f. L. Tyrius, f. Tyrus 
Tyre; see -IAN. 

tyro see TIRO. 

tzar see TSAR, CZAR. 
tzigane tsigii·n Hungarian gipsy. xrx. -F. 
tzigane (with tz of G. origin)- Magyar 
czigdny. 
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UBI CATION ULLAGONE 

u 
ubication jubikei·J;m location. XVII. 

medL. ubicatio(n-) (cf. Sp. ubicaci6n, Pg. 
ubicafaO), f. ubiciire ( cf. Sp. ubicarse be in 
a determinate place), f. L. ub'i where = 
Umbrian puje, Oscan puf :- *quubi (cf. L. 
alicubi elsewhere, necubinowhere), f. base of 
qui WHO, with Joe. ending; see -ATJON. So 
ubiETY jubai-lti condition in respect of 
place - medL. ubietiis. ubiqUITY- jubi·
kwlti quality of being everywhere at one 
and the same time. xvr. - modL. ubiquitiis 
(cf. F. ubiquite, Sp. ubicuidad), f. L. ubique 
everywhere, f. ubi + generalizing -que. 
Hence ubi·quitous. XIX, which was pre
ceded by ubiquA-RIAN. XVIII. So ubi
quitA·RIAN. XVII, ubi·quitARY. XVI, f. or
rnodL. ubJquitiirius ( cf. F. ubiquitaire, Sp. 
ubiquitario ). 

U-boat ju·bout German submarine. xx. 
-G. U-boot, for unterseeboot 'under-sea 
boat'. 

udal ju·dgJ of lands held by an old pre
feudal form of freehold tenure. xvr 
(outhell, uthall, udall). Orkney and Shet
land form of ON. 6aal, 2"orw. odal, odel, 
ODAL. 

udder A"d;}J mammary glands in cattle, etc. 
OE. iider = OFris., OS. iider, MLG., lVIDu. 
uder (Du. uier, uijer), OHG. 1/ter (G. euter) 
:- V\>-Germ. *iiiJ'r-; cf. OFris. iiider, OS. 
ieder, lVILG. jeder, jiidder, ON. (with un
expl. cons.-change) jzigr, jur :- *euaer; 
IE. *iidfJr- is repr. by L. iiber teat, udder, 
as adj. fertile, copious, Gr. outhar, Skr. 
iidhar. (j[ The OE. long vowel has been 
shortened as in adder, fodder. 

odometer judv·mit;,J rain-gauge. -F. 
udometre, irreg. f. L. udus damp; see 
-METER. 

ugh A, u repr. of a cough XVIII ; int. of 
disgust xrx. 

ugly A·gli tfrightful, horrible, terrible; 
morally ofFensive XIII ; physically ofFensive, 
repulsh·e to the eye XIV; causing offence or 
disquiet: hazardous, dangerous; cross, ill
tempered xvrr. Appears first in northern 
and eastern texts; -ON. uggligr to be 
feared, f. ugga fear (whence dial. ug cause 
to fear, abhor XI!I); see -u:1. So u·gso!\IE1 

horrible. XIV; chiefly north. dial. and Sc. ; 
its literary currency in mod. times is prob. 
due to Scott. 

Ugrian (j)u·gri;,n pert. to a Ural-Aitaic 
people called Ugry by early Russ. writers; 
see -IA~. XIX. comb. form U·gro- as in 
Ugro-Finnish. 

uhlan ii·lren cavalryman, lancer in Con
tinental armies. XVIII. -F. uhlan, G. 
u(h)lan- Pol. ulan, hutan (also in Czech, 
Russ., etc.)- Turk. oiflan youth, servant (cf. 
ogul child). 

uitlander ei-tl;md;)J inS. Africa, foreigner, 
alien. xrx. Afrikaans, f. Du. uit ovT-t-land 
LAND; see -ER1• 

ukase jukei·s decree, orig. of Russian 
emperor. XVIII. -Russ. ukdz, f. ukazdt' 
show, order, decree. 

Ukrainian jukrei·ni~n, jukrai·ni;Jn pert. to 
the Ukraine, country of the U.S.S.R. xrx. 
f. Pol., Russ. Ukraina lit. border, frontier, 
marches, f. u- at, beside+ kraj edge, brink; 
see -IAN. 

ukulele jukilei·li Hawaiian guitar. xrx. 
native name. 

-ular juJgJ repr. L. -uliiris (sometimes 
through F. -ulaire), f. -ulus, -ula, -ulum 
-ULE-l- -iiris -AR, as in L. populiiris POPULAR, 
reguliiris REGULAR, sreculiiris SECULAR. Some 
adjs. function as if connected directly to 
the bases of deri\·s. in -ule, as granular, 
valvular, apprehended as f. grain, valve. 

ulcer A·ls;u open sore. xrv. - (O)F. ulcere or 
- L. ulcer-, nom. ulcus, rei. to Gr. helkos 
wound, sore, Skr. drr;as piles. So u·lcerATE3

, 

XV, ulcerA-TIO~. XIV; u·lcerous. XVI- L. 
ulceriit-, -iire, -iitio(n-), -osus. 

-ule jul suffix repr. F. -ule- L. -ulus, -ula, 
-ulum, as in capsula CAPSl:LE, globulus 
GLOBULE, griinulum GRANULE. Some words 
in -ule that were temporarily current, e.g. 
tscrupule, gave way finally to earlier forms 
in -LE1 ; others, e.g. tformule, to the orig. 
L. form. The corr. adjs. end in -ULAR, 
-ULOSE, -ULOUS. 

ulema ii·bm;, body of Muslim doctors in 
the law under the authority of the Sheik-ul
Islam XVII; one of these xrx. - Arab. 
(Turk., Pers.) o.ulemii, pl. of .. iilim learned, 
f. ..a[ama know. So F. outema, utema, 
Sp. ulema, etc. 

-ulent jul;,nt repr. L. -ulentus, used to form 
adjs. usu. with the sense of 'abounding in, 
full of', as corpulentus CORPULENT, fraudu
lentus FRAUDULENT, opu[entus OPULENT, 
p1lrulentus PURULENT, truculentus TRUCU
LE~T. Variants with o and i are repr. by 
vio/entus VIOLENT, pestilentus PESTILENT, 
somnolentus soM~OLENT. 

ullage A"Iid3 amount by which a cask or 
bottle falls short of being full. xv (oylage, 
ulage). - A::-.1. ulliage (cf. AL. oillagium, 
eolagium, ullagium, oculagium) ~-' OF. ouil
lage, reillage, Pr. ulhage, oullzage, f. OF. (also 
mod.) ouiller, eullier, reil!er (cf. AL. oillare) 
'= Pr. ulhar, oulhar fill up (a barrel) :-Gallo
Rom. *oculare, f. L. oculus EYE, used in the 
sense of bung-hole; see -AGE. 

ullagone Al;Jga·n cry of lamentation. XIX. 
- Ir. olag6n, olog6n, olagan, of imit. origin. 
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ULMIC 

ulmic A·lmik (chem.) derived from the 
bark of the elm. XIX. -F. ulmique, f. L. 
ulmus ELM; see -Ic. 

ulna A"lna (anat.) larger inner bone of the 
fore-arm. XVI. - L. ulna ELL. So u·lnAR. 
XVIII. - modL. ulniiris. 

-ulose jfilous adj. suffix repr. L. -ulosus, 
compounded of -ulus -ULE and -osus -osEl 
and f. sbs. in -ulus, -uta, -ulum. Some Eng. 
formations are based on existing L. adjs., 
as calculose ; others are analogical, as 
granulose. Forms in -ulose from the same 
bases as others in -ulous are usu. either older 
forms now rep!. by the commoner -ulous or 
later forms differentiated for specific uses. 

-ulous jfilas adj. suffix repr. L. -ulosus 
-ULOSE and -ulus; to the former belong 
crapulous, fabulous, meticulous, populous, 
scrupulous, to the latter bibulous, credulous, 
garrulous, sedulous. In a -few instances L. 
adjs. of both types exist, as querulus, 
querulosus QUERULOUS, rzdicufus, rzdicu[osus 
RIDICULOUS. 

ulster A"lstaJ: king-of-arms for Ireland xvr; 
long loose overcoat of rough cloth intro
duced by }. G. McGee & Co. of Belfast, 
capital of Ulster I 867 and thence called 
U. overcoat. Name of the most northerly 
province of Ireland, the earlier form of 
which was Ulvester (AN. Ulvestria, AL. 
Ulvestera, -tira)- ON. Ulfastir, also Ulaz
tir, Ulaostir, f. Ir. Ulaidh men of Ulster; 
the el. -ster, which appears also in Leinster, 
Munster (lr. Laighean, Mumha), is perh. to 
be referred to (O)Ir. tir land = L. terra (see 
TERRESTRIAL). UltoniAN, the adj. of Ulster, 
is f. medL. Ultonia Ulster, f. Ult-, stem of 
Oir. Ulaid Ulster, whence also Anglo-Ir. 
tUZtagh Ulsterman (xvii). 

ulterior Altia·riaJ: beyond what is imme
diate or present XVII ; locally more remote 
XVIII. - L. ulterior further, more distant, 
compar. of *ulter (cf. ULTRA and the rei. of 
inferior with infra); cf. F. ultt!rieur, etc. So 
ultimATE1 A·ltimat (of an end, stage, etc.) 
last, final. XVII- medL. ultimiitus, pp. of late 
L. ultimiire come to an end (Tertullian), 
f. L. ultimus, super!. of *ulter; see -ATE2

• 

ultimatum Altimei·tam final terms; final 
point, extreme limit. xvm. - modL., sb. use 
of n. of ultimiitus ; in the second sense 
ultimate was used earlier; the L. form is in 
gen. use in Continental langs. ultimo 
A"ltimou ton the last day XVI; of the last 
month XVII. abl. (sc. die day or mense 
month) of ultimus. 

ultra A·ltra extreme royalist or partisan of 
any sort. XIX. orig. used by Lady (Sydney) 
Morgan (r8r7) after F. ultra, short for 
ultra-royaliste (cf. next). 

ultra- A·ltra prefix repr. L. ultrii beyond, 
rei. to ulterior, etc. (see above); occurring in 
L. ultriimundiinus that is beyond the world 
or universe (cf. MUNDANE), medL. ultrii
marinus, -montiinus ULTRAMARINE, -MON-

UMBER 

TANE; in mod. use (from early XIX) a living 
prefix denoting (r) prepositionally, sur
passing the limits of (the specified concept), 
as ultra-human, ultra-fidian (Coleridge) 
going beyond mere faith; (2) adverbially, 
marked by an extreme degree of the quality 
denoted by the adj. qualified (this sense 
prob. originating by imitation of F. ultra
revolutionnaire, ultra-royaliste; (3) spec. in 
ultra-violet applied to the rays beyond the 
violet end of the visible spectrum; so tultra
red (xrx, now INFRA-red); (4) denoting 
instruments recording very minute mea
surements, as ultramicroscope. 

ultraism A·ltraizm extreme opinion. xrx. 
f. ULTRA+-rsM. So u·ltrarsT. Cf. G. ultra
ismus. 

ultramarine Altramari·n A, applied to a 
blue pigment obtained orig. from lapis 
lazuli XVI ; B, situated beyond the sea XVII. 
In B-It. toltramarino (mod. oltre-) in 
azzurro oltramarino 'azure from overseas' 
(cf. Sp., Pg. azul ultramarino), the substance 
being of foreign origin ; later assim. to medL. 
ultriimarinus (see ULTRA-, MARINE). 

ultramontane Altrnmo·ntein (one) repre
senting the R.C. church beyond (i.e. north 
of) the Alps and so not favouring extreme 
views of papal authority XVI (Bacon); (orig. 
from the French point of view) pert. to the 
R.C. Church beyond (i.e. south of) the 
Alps, (and hence) the Italian party favour
ing such views XVIII. - medL. ultriimon
tiinus (whence also F. ultramontain, It. 
oltremontano, etc.); see ULTRA-, MOUNT1, 

-ANE1• 

ultroneous Altrou·nias voluntary. xvu. 
f. L. ultroneus, f. L. ultra at a distance, 
moreover, into the bargain, of one's own 
accord, f. base of uls beyond, ulter (see 
ULTERIOR); for the ending cf. spontiineus 
SPONTANEOUS, idoneus. 

ululate A"ljfileit, ju·ljfileit howl. xvu. f. 
pp. stem of L. ululiire (whence F. ululer, 
etc.), of imit. origin; see -ATE3

• So ululA·
TION. XVI. - obs. F. or late L. 

um am, m int. expressing hesitation or 
doubt. XVII. 

umbel A"mbal (bot.) inflorescence in which 
the flowers are borne upon nearly equal 
pedicels springing from a common centre. 
XVI (Gerarde). -F. tumbelle (mod. ombelle) 
or L. umbella sunshade, dim. of umbra 
shadow; see UMBRA. So umbellifer 
Ambe·Jifa.r. XVIII, umbellJ•FEROUS. XVII -
F. tum-, ombellifere, modL. umbellifer. 

umber1 A·mbaJ: grayling. xv. -OF. 
umbre, (also mod.) ombre, orig. ombre de mer 
and de riviere :- L. umbra UMBRA. 

umber• A·mb;J.r kind of brown earth used 
as a pigment. XVI. -F. ombre or It. ombra 
(also terre d'ombre, terra di ombra 'shadow 
earth'), either identical with the words 
derived from L. umbra (cf. prec.) or from 
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UMBILICAL 

L. Umbra, fern. of Umber belonging to the 
ancient province of Umbria, Italy (cf. 
Umbrica creta 'Umbrian chalk', Pliny). 

umbilical A·mbilaik(a)l, Ambi·lik(a)l pert. to 
the navel. XVI. - medL. umbiliciilis, f. L. 
umbilicus, f. base of UMBO+ -l- deriv. +suffix 
•-iko-; see -ALl. 

umbles A"mhlz. xv. var. of NUMBLES; in 
attrib. use umble-pie (xvn, Pepys); cf. 
HUMBLE-PIE. 

umbo A·mbou boss of a shield; round or 
conical projection. XVIII. - L. umbo; NAVEL. 

umbra A·mbra phantom, ghost XVI; un
invited guest accompanying an invited one; 
(astron.) shadow (cf. PENUMBRA) XVII. - L. 
umbra shadow, shade, phantom, etc.; cf. 
UMBER1 and •. 

umbrage A·mbrid3 tshade, shadow xv 
(Lydg.); shade of trees, (hence) foliage XVI; 
tshadowy appearance, semblance; tsus
picion, inkling, pretext; displeasure, re
sentment XVII. -OF. umbrage, (also mod.) 
ombrage = Pr. ombratge, It. ombraggio 
:- Rom. *umbriiticum, sb. use of n. of L. 
umbriiticus pert. to retirement or seclusion, 
f. umbra (see prec.). The last sense is first 
used in phr. give u. to, modelled on F. 
donner ombrage a make jealous or suspicious. 
Hence umbrageous Ambrei·d3as shady 
XVI; suspicious, jealous XVII. - (O)F. 
ombrageux. 

umbratile A·mbratail umbrageous XVI; 
shadowy, unsubstantial XVII. - L. umbriitilis 
keeping in the shade, secluded, f. umbra 
(cf. prec.); see -ILE and cf. F. ombratile, etc. 

umbre A·mba.l African bird Scopus 
umbretta. XVIII (Pennant). -F. ombre or 
L. umbra shade, after modL. umbretta, 
whence umbrc·tte. XIX. 

umbrella Amhre·la circular sunshade or 
portable protection against bad weather. 
XVII (also -ello). -It. ombrella, ombrello 
(whence F. ombrelle), dim. of ombra :- L. 
umbra (shadow, shade), afterumbella FM:BEL. 
t;H late L. umbrella occurs in glosses. 

Umbrian A·mbrian pert. to Umbria, 
ancient province of Italy, or the Italic 
dialect spoken there. XVII (Holland). 

umlaut u·mlaut (phil0l.) change in the 
sound of a vowel due to partial assimilation 
to an adjacent sound. XIX. G. (Klopstock 
1774; familiarized through Jacob Grimm's 
'Grammatik' r8r9, I. 9); f. um- about+laut 
sound (see LOUD). Cf. ABLAUT. 

umpb mf USU. HUMPH. XVI (umjf), XVII
XVIII (umh), XVIII (umph). 

umpire A·mpaia.l one who decides between 
disputants or arbitrators. xv (Lydg.). Late 
ME. owmpcre, umpere, arising from mis
division of a noumpere, as an oumpere (cf. 
anoonpier . . . the seyd nounpier 'Paston 
Letters', an. 1424, and ADDER, APRON, 
AUGER); tnoumpere (xiv-xv) -OF. no(u)m-

UN-

per, f. no(u)n- NON- +per PEER, i.e. a third 
man called in to decide between two. 
Hence as vb. XVI. t;H For the development 
of e to I (whence aia) before r cf. BRIER\ 
FRIAR, QUIRE\ TIREl. 

umpty A"mpti signaller's sl. for 'dash' used 
in reading morse code messages; by assoc. 
with numerals in -TY1 used for an indefinite 
fairly large number; whence umptee·n, 
after numerals in -TEEN. xx. 

umquhile A"rnA\ail tsometimes xn (Peter
borough Chron.); (arch.) formerly, some
time XIV; adj. former, late xv. Sc. form of 
umwhile, repr. ult. OE. ymb(e) hwile, i.e. 
ymb(e) around, about, (of time) after, with 
cogns. in all Germ. langs. exc. Gothic, and 
rei. to AMPHI-, and ace., dat. of hwil time, 
WHILE. 

unl an, n dial. survival of OE. hine, accus. 
of HE. XVII ('hun, B. Jonson). 

un 2 , 'un an, n dial. and vulgar form of ONE ; 
reduction of on, but often sp. with an 
apostrophe as if for wun. 

un-1 An OE. un- = OFris. un-, on-, oen-, 
(M)Du. on-, OS. (LG.), (O)HG., Goth. un-, 
0.:'-J. zi-, 6-, corr. to Oir. in-, an-, L. in- IN- 2, 

Gr. an-, a- A-', AN- 2, Arm. an-, Skr. an-, a
:- IE. *!z-, gradation-var. of ne not (see NE). 
This prefix, expressing negation or contra
diction, is capable of being compounded 
with adjs., advs., pples. 

It has been most fre-{uently used with 
pples. and adjs., but there has been restric
tion with short simple adjs. (e.g. unblithe, 
unbold, unbroad, unfast, unglad, unslack, 
unstrong), there being usu. available simple 
forms with opposite positive meanings; 
but unclean, uneven, unmild, untrue, un
wise, etc. are of OE. date (some of them 
of Germ. extent), while unable, undue, un
easy, unjust, unlike, unsafe (Hooker, Sh.) 
are notable exx. of comps. with adjs. of 
alien origin. On the other hand derivs. 
from adjs. in -able, -al, -ant, -ar, -ary, -ent, 
-ful, -ible, -ic(al), -ish, -ive, -ous, -y are very 
numerous; uncomeatable (xvn, Congreve) 
and ungetatable (XIX) are notably elaborate 
forn1ations, with an extreme case in Ben 
Jonson's un-in-one-breath-utterable. Forma
tions with pples. appear freely from OE. 
times onwards. There are several comps. in 
common use of which the simplex is now 
obs. or rare, or not current in the relevant 
senses, as unbounded, undaunted, unfailing, 
unfeeling, ungainly, unmeaning, unprincipled, 
unruly, unsightly, unspeakable, untiring, un
trodden, unwieldy. Adjectives of certain 
types have not usu. been susceptible of the 
combination, as big, great, huge, vast, fat, 
fond, large, long, near, stupid, ugly, wrong; 
Keats's untremendous is a fanciful coinage. 
Participles with pendent particles are freely 
used, e.g. uncalled-for, unreferred-to, un
thought-of. 

There are many parallel formations with 
IN- 2

, esp. in the earlier periods, e.g. inactive, 
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UN-

inconstant, immeasurable, insatiable, beside 
unactive, unconstant, unmeasurable, unsa
tiable; moral, and its distinguishable nega
tives, immoral, unmoral, amoral, make an 
exceptional series. 

A pejorative sense ('bad', 'evil') of the 
prefix was exemplified in OE., e.g. un(ge)
weder bad or stormy weather (cf. G. 
unwetter, ungewitter), untid wrong time (cf. 
UNTIMELY), unwyrd misfortune; it continued 
into ME. with limited currency, and sur
vived in Sc. dial. in a formation on an alien 
word, viz. unbeest wild beast, monster (XIII
XIX), with which cf. G. untier. 

The stress is normally on the basic syll. 
exc. in attrib. use, e.g. u·nearned income, 
u·ntold riches, or contrasted use, e.g. even and 
u·neven patches. 

un-• An prefix expressing reversal or de
privation. OE. un-, on-, an- = OFris. und-, 
un(t)-, and-, on(t}-, OS. ant- (Du. ont-}, 
OHG. ant-, int- (G. ent-), orig. identical 
with and- in OE. andswaru ANSWER, andlong 
ALONG 2• Most of the OE. formations have 
a simple vb. as their base, as unbindan un
bind, undon UNDo, ungeocian unyoke, and 
denote reversal of the action ; the few de
noting removal or deposition were increased 
later, as unfasten, unfix, unhorse (a rider), 
unlace, unnail, unsettle, unstitch, as also those 
denoting freedom or release, as unbosom, 
uncage, unearth, unhorse (a carriage}, un
house, unsheathe, unsphere; from late XVI 
comps. denoting deprivation of a quality or 
status appear, as unchurch, unking, unman. 

The redundant use of the prefix is rare, 
the chief ex. being unloose (cf. OE. unliesan, 
ME. unlese), with dial. unbare, unrip (XVI), 
unstrip, etc. 

Both un-1 and un-• may be repr. in such a 
pp. form as unsaddled, which may mean 'not 
saddled or having a saddle' or 'removed 
from or deprived of a saddle'. 

una ju·n<l catboat. Name of the first boat 
of the kind brought from America to Eng
land in r853. 

unable Anei·bl not able XIV (Wyclif, Gower); 
physically incapable XVI (in later use Sc.). f. 
UN-1 +ABLE, after (O)F. inhabile or L. in
habilis. 

unaneled An<lni·ld not having received 
extreme unction. XVII (Sh. 'Hamlet' I v 77). 
f. UN-1 + pp. of tanele (XIV}, f. an- + tete 
anoint (f. OE. ele OIL), after OF. enuiler 
(mod. enhuiler), whence ME. anoil, enoil; 
see -ED1• 

unanimous junre·nim;Js of one mind or 
opinion. XVII. f. L. unanimus, (late) 
unanimis (whence tunanime freq. r6oo-so), 
f. unus ONE + animus mind; see ANIMATE, 
-ous). So unani·miTY xv. - (O)F. or L. 

una·nswerable tdiscrepant; not admitting 
of an answer; not responsible for. XVII. So 
una·nswerabLY0 xvr. una·rm. xrv, un
a·rmed XIII; see UN-1, UN- 2 ; partly after 

UNCLE 

(O)F. desarmer DISARM. unawares An;J
WE<l"JZ without being aware; without warn
ing. XVI (Coverdale). alt. of unwares (XII), 
var. of unware (xii), adv. f. OE. unwrer = 
ON. uvarr; see UN-1, AWARE, -s. So un
awa·re adv. XVI (Sh.); adj. xvm (Swift}. 

unbeknown Anbinou·n in adv. phr. u. to 
without the knowledge of. XVII. Hence, 
with -st (f. -s with parasitic t}, unbe
know•nst (dial. or vulgar). XIX; earlier 
tunknournst. 

unbend Anbe·nd relax XIII ; straighten 
XVII; free oneself from restraint XVIII. f. 
UN-1+BEND vb. unbe·nding unyielding, 
inflexible xvn; remaining erect XVIII. f. 
UN-1 + prp. of BEND (-ING2). unbloody 
AnblA·di OE. (rare) unblodig; spec. u. sacri
fice of the Eucharist. xvr. unbosom 
Anbu·z;Jm disclose. XVI (Sh.). UN- 2 ; cf. 
Du. ontboezemen. unbou·nd OE. unbunden; 
UN-1 ; cf. (M)Du. ongebonden, etc. un
bou·nded xvr (Florio). UN-1 • unbri·dled 
XIV (Ch.). UN-1 • unbroken Anbrou·kn 
XIII (Cursor M.). UN-1 ; cf. (M)Du. onge
broken, (M)HG. ungebrochen. unbu·rden 
XVI. UN-1• 

uncanny Ankre·ni tA. malicious XVI; B. 
(dial.) careless, unreliable XVII; C. not safe 
to deal with XVIII; D. of a mysterious or 
weird nature XIX. orig. Sc. and north. ; f. 
UN-1 +cANNYj senseD is of Eng. develop
ment. 

unchancy AntJa·nsi (chiefly Sc.) ill-fated 
XVI; dangerous, unsafe XVIII (Bums). UN-1• 

unchurch AntJ5·.ttJ exclude from mem
bership of a church. XVII. UN- 2

• 

uncial A"nfigl A. pert. to an inch or an 
ounce XVII; B. (palreog.) after late L. 
unciales litterre (Jerome, Prologue to 'Job'), 
having the large rounded forms character
istic of early Gr. and L. manuscripts XVIII. 
- L. unciiilis, f. uncia INCH\ OUNCE1 ; see-AL1

• 

C]J For sense B cf. F. oncial (1587); the orig. 
application is obscure; in Jerome's 'un
cialibus, ut vulgo dicunt, litteris' (the 
emendations initialibus and uncinalibus 
have been proposed). 

unciform. A·nsif5:rm hook-shaped. XVIII. 
- modL. unciformis, f. uncus hook (cf. Gr. 
6gkos and ANGLE2); see -FORM. So uncin
ATE2 A'nsineit hooked. XVIII. - L. unciniitus, 
f. uncinus, f. uncus (see -INE1). 

uncle A"l]kl father's or mother's brother, 
aunt's husband XIII; one's u. pawnbroker 
(cf. Du. oom Jan 'uncle John') XVIII. 
-AN. uncle, (O)F. oncle = Pr. oncle, 
avoncle, Rum. unchlu :- late L. aunculu-! 
uncle, for earlier avunculus maternal uncle 
(patruus being paternal uncle), dim. (see 
next) of *awon-, var. of the base of L. avus 
grandfather (:- *awos), ava, avia grand
mother, which is repr. also by OPruss. 
awis, OS!. uj, Lith. avynas, Arm. hav, W. 
ewythr, Bret. eonter uncle (:- •awenter), 
ON. di great~grandfather, aft grandfather. 
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-UNCLE 

(jJ Superseded ME. erne (whence the sur
name Eames), OE. eam = OFris. em, MLG., 
MDu. lim (Du. oom), OHG. oheim :-Germ. 
"'awuyxaimaz, the first el. of which contains 
the same base. 

-uncle At]kl suffix repr. OF. -uncle, and its 
source, L. -unculus, -uncula, a comp. form 
with -ulus, -ula, -ULE, on -unc- (as in 
homuncio little man); see CARBUNCLE, 
PEDUNCLE. Also -uncule in homuncule; cf. 
RANU"'CULUS. 

unco A'tJko adj. strange, unusual xv (un
cow); remarkable, great XVIII; adv. ex
tremely (esp. in the unco guid 'the rigidly 
righteous', Burns) XVIII. north. and Sc. 
clipped form of UNCOUTH; cf. UNKID. 

uncomeatable Anlunue·t;Jbl inaccessible. 
XVII ( -ib[e, Congreve). Cf. UNGETATABLE. 
(jJ 'A low, corrupt word' (J.). uncon
scionable t.nko·nfonobl not conscientious; 
not reasonable, unreasonably great, etc. 
xvr. u"'-1. unco·nscious. XVIII. u"'-1. 
uncouple t.nkA·pl release (dogs) from the 
leash xrv; disconnect xvr. f. ms;- 2 + 
COUPLE, after (O)F. decoupler; cf. (M)Du. 
ont-koppelen. 

uncouth Ankii·p tunknown; tunfamiliar; 
(dial.) unusual OE.; tunfrequented; un
comely, awkward XVI. OE. unc!lp = MDu. 
oncont (Du. onkond), OIIG. unkund, ON. 
ukunnr, Goth. unkunps; CGerm. f. UN-1-1-
pp. of *kunnan know (see CAN2). Cf. UNCO, 
UNKID. 

uncover AnkA·vo.I lay open. XIII (Cursor 
M.). UN- 2 ; cf. (O)F. decouvrir DISCOVER. 

unction A'tJkfon A. anointing as a rite or 
symbol XIV (Trevisa); B. (after 1 John ii zo 
and 'spiritalis unctio' of the hymn 'Veni, 
Creator Spiritus') spiritual influence XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); spiritual feeling XVII; C. 
lubrication, ointment XVI. - L. unctio(n-), 
f. unct-, pp. stem of ung(u)ere; see UNGUENT, 
-TION. (Cf. (O)F. onction, Sp. unci6n, It. 
unzione.) So uncTUous A't]ktju;JS greasy, 
oily XIV (Trevisa); fat, rich XV. - medL. 
unctuosus, f. L. unctus unction. 

undaunted t.nd5·ntid tuntamed xv; t(Sc.) 
unrestrained XVI; not discouraged XVI. 

undee, undy A·ndi (her.) wavy. XIV 
(ounde), XVI (unde). - OF. unde (mod. onde), 
f. unde, onde wave; see UNDULATION, -Y5• 

(jJ Undated, f. medL. undiitus, was also used 
XV-XVI. 

under t.·nd;J.r adv. and prep. )( above, over. 
OE. under = OFris. under, OS. undar (Du. 
onder), OHG. untar (G. unter), 0~. undir, 
Goth. undar :- CGerm. *un /Jer- :- IE. 
"'1;1dhero-, compar. formation (cf. Skr. 
ddharas adj. lower, adhds below, Av. a/Jaro, 
L. injerus lower, Skr. adhamds, L. infimus 
lowest). Hence u·nderMOST. XVI. 

under- A·ndo.r prefix\ repr. OE. under-, 
comb. form of UNDER adv. and prep. = OS. 
undar-, etc. (see prec.) denoting lower or 

UNDERN 

inferior posrtton or locality, status or 
rank; defect, or insufficiency ; sometimes 
rendering (O)F. sous-, L. sub-, subter-, 
subtus- ; in numerous OE. applications, 
which, however, often cease to be commonly 
repr. until XVI or later. 

under- A·nd<>.r prefix 2 originating in the 
coalescence of UNDER prep. with a following 
sb., the resulting comp. forming an adj. or 
adv., e.g. underfoot (XII), UNDERGROUND 
(xvi), UNDERHAND, undersea (xvii). 

undergo t.nd;J.rgou· pt. -we·nt, pp. -go·ne 
tundermine OE.; tpass under; endure, 
submit to xm; experience XVI (Sh., Milton). 
Late OE. undergiin (with Germ. cogns.); 
cf. L. subire (F. sztbir). 

undergraduate And;,.rgne·dju;~t student in 
statu pupillari at a university. XVII (Laud) ; 
shortened to undergra·d (XIX). Hence 
irreg. u=ndergraduE·TTE (xx). 

underground (with varying str.) adv. XVI; 
adj, XVII. UNDER· 2 , 

underhand t.nd:uhre·nd adv., as attrib. 
adj. A'ndo.rhrend, secret(ly), covert(ly). XVI. 
f. UNDER+HAND; cf. QF. adv. phr. a or 
par sous main, Du. onderhandsch adj., Da. 
underhaanden adv. (Jf Under hand occurs in 
OE. and ME. in several senses unconnected 
with the modern use. 

underhung A"ndo.rhAI} having the lower 
jaw projecting beyond the upper. XVII. f. 
UNDER+hung, pp. of HA."'G. 

underlay• place beneath, support. OE. 
underleegan = (M)Du. onderleggen, etc. ; see 
u;:.;DER-\ LAY1 • 

underlie· the subject to; submit to OE.; 
subtend XVI; form a basis to XIX. OE. 
underlicgan = (M)Du. onderliggen, etc. See 
UNDER-\ LIE1. 

underling t.·nd;,.rlitJ subordinate. XII. f. 
UNDER (in the sense 'in a state of subjec
tion')-]--LI;:.;G1. 

undermine t.ndo.rmai·n mine beneath XIV; 
overthrow by underhand means xv. f. 
UNDER+l\HNR2

, prob. after l\1Du. onder
mineren (cf. Du. ondermijnen). 

undern A·nd;,.rn tthirdhourofthedayOE.; 
tmidday (OE.), XIII; (dial.) afternoon or 
evening xv ; (dial.) light meal taken in the 
afternoon XVII. OE. undern = OFris. un
dern, -en, OS. undorn, -ern, OHG. untorn, 
-arn (Du. dial. onder, G. dial. untern, undern, 
unnern), 0~. undorn, -arn, Goth. undaurn
in undaurnilmats aptaTOV; CGerm. formation 
meaning 'morning' or 'midday', pro b. f. 
U:<IDER in the sense of 'between' (for the 
formation cf. L. interlnus INTERNAL). OE. 
ter undern before midday, in the morning, 
ME. erunder, survived dial. as earnder, 
eender, yeender forenoon, and OE. ofer 
undern after midday, in the afternoon, as 
orndorn, ournder. 
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UNDERNEATH 

underneath Andami·p prep. beneath, 
below; adv. down below. OE. underneopan, 
f. UNDER+neopan (see BENEATH) j cf. 0Da. 
underneden. 

understand And;J.Ista:·nd grasp or know the 
meaning (or the fact) of OE.; recognize as 
present or implied XVI. OE. understandan = 
OFris. understonda, Olcel. (as a foreign 
word) undirstanda; cf. MLG. understiin 
understand, step under, MDu. onderstaen 
(Du. -staan), MHG. understiin, -sten (G. 
unterstehen), and with another prefix, OE. 
jorstandan, OS.jarstandan, OHG.firstantan, 
MHG. verstiin, -sten (G. verstehen), MDu. 
verstaen (Du. -staan). Hence under
sta•ndiNG1 intellect, intelligence. xr. late 
OE. (tr. L. intelligentia; cf. MSw. undir
standning, Ice!. undirsta/Jning); (pl.; joe. sl. 
or colloq.) footwear; legs, feet XIX. fJj In 
XV-XVI three fonns of the pp. were current, 
understanden, understand(e), understanded, 
the last of which occurs in no. xxxv of the 
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion (r563) and 
is echoed in mod. writing ('understanded of 
the people'); pp. understood appears after 
rsso. For a similar use of a comp. of the 
vb. 'stand' cf. Gr. epistdnai understand, 
know. 

understrapper A·nda.IstrrepaJ: underling, 
subordinate. XVIII. f. UNDER-1+ (pro b.) 
strapper in dial. sense of 'labourer' or 'one 
who grooms a horse' (cf. STRAP). 

undertake And;:,.ltei·k tentrap XII (Orm); 
taccept, receive ; take in hand, take in 
charge XIII ; tcommit oneself XIV; become 
surety for XVI. f. UNDER-1+TAKE; cf. 0Sw. 
undertake; superseded OE. underfi'in, ME. 
underjo, -fang (see FANG), and underniman 
(see NIM), ME. undernime, which survived 
till xv. Hence u·ndertakER1 the! per; one 
who undertakes a task XIV; contractor, now 
only for funeral-undertaker XVII. under
ta·kiNG1 .tenterprise; pledge, promise. XIV. 

u·ndertone low or subdued tone; under
current of feeling, etc. XIX. f. UNDER-1+ 
TONE. 

underwrite And;J.Irai·t write underneath 
XIV (in pp.); tsubscribe (a document) xvr; 
spec. (a policy of insurance) XVII (hence 
u·nderwri·ter). f. u:<~DER-1 ; tr. L. sub
scribere SUBSCRIBE ( cf. rare OE. underwritan; 
Du. onderschrijven, G. unterschreiben). 

undies A·ndiz (colloq.) pl. women's under
garments. XX. f. under- in UNDERCLOTHES, 
UNDERWEAR, etc., with pl. of -Y6 as in 
frillies (XIX). Cf. unders XVIII (Fielding). 

undine A·ndin water-nymph. XIX. (also 
ondine). - modL. undina, also undena 
(Paracelsus 'De Nymphis, etc.', Works 
r6s8 II 391), f. unda wave; see WATER; 
-INE1; whence also F. ondine, G. undine. 
fJj Familiarized by F. H. K. de Ia Motte 
Fouque's romance 'Undine' (r8rr). 

undo Andii· A. unfasten; B. annul, make of 
no effect; bring to nought, destroy, ruin 

UNGETATABLE 

OE. ; t C. expound XIII. OE. undon = 
OFris. un(d)dua, (M)Du. ontdoen, OHG. 
intuon; see uN- 2

, D0 1 • The absence of evi
dence in XVIII for sense A suggests that it 
came into present literary use through Scott, 
from whom the earliest exx. are recorded in 
XIX. Hence undone AndA·n ruined, 
destroyed XIV; chiefly predic., but current 
XVII-XVIII in attrib. use. 

undoubted Andau·tid xv; UN-1, pp. of 
DOUBT. Hence undou·btedLY 2• xv. 

u·ndress1, undre·ss partial or informal 
dress.xvu. UN-1 +nREsssb. Soundre·ssed 
not dressed, trimmed, clothed xv. 

undre·ss 2 divest of clothes. XVI (Sh.). UN- 1 • 

undue Andjii·, A"ndjii not owing; improper, 
unseasonable XIV (Trevisa); excessive XVII. 
f. uN-1 -f-DUE, after (O)F. indu, L. indebitus. 
Sounnu·LY. XIV; after(O)F.indument,tnon 
deuement (both XIV). 

undulate A·ndjuleit move in or as in waves. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. unduliire (whence 
F. onduler, Sp. undular, It. ondulare); cf. 
L. unduliitus waved, f. late L. undula, dim. 
of unda wave; see WATER, -ULE, -ATE3 • So 
undulA·TION XVII (Sir T. Browne, Evelyn). 
u·ndulatORY 2• XVIII; cf. F. ondulatoire, etc. 

undy see UNDEE. 

undying Andai·il) immortal. xm (vndeiand, 
Cursor M.), u:<~-1, prp. of DIE1 . 

unearth An;}·.Ip exhume xv; expel (an 
animal) from its earth XVII; (fig.) bring to 
light XIX. f. UN- 2 + EARTH sb., partly after 
(O)F. deterrer. uneasy Ani·zi marked by 
discomfort. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). UN-'. 
uneath Ani·p (arch.) with difficulty; hardly, 
scarcely. OE. uneape, f. un- UN-1 + eape 
easily (corr. to OS. o/Jo, OHG. odo, ON. 
auiJ-). unemployment Anemploi·mant. 
XIX; superseded contemp. unemploy. 
unending Ane·ndil) interminable, ever
lasting. XVII. f. UN-1 -f-prp. of END vb. 
une·qual. XVI; earlier tunegall. uneven 
Ani·vn. OE. unefen; CGerm. (exc. Gothic); 
see UN-1, EVEN2 • unfai·ling. XIV. UN-1

• 

unfa·sten. XIII (AncrR.). UN- 2 • unfeeling 
Anfi·lil). OE. u11jelende; UN-1, prp. of FEEL vb. 
unfi·t XVI. UN-1. unfi·tting. XVI. UN-1 j 
superseded earlier and common tunsitting 
XIV (Ch., Gower). unfi·x XVI (Sh.). -UN2

• 

unfold Anfou·ld open the folds of; disclose. 
OE. unfealdan; see UN- 2 , FOLD 2, and cf. 
(M)Du. ontvouden, G. entfalten. unfre
que-nted. XVI (Sh.). UN-1

• unfrock Anfm·k 
degrade (cleric). XVII (Milton), f. UN- 2 + 
FROCK, partly after F. defroquer (xv). un
gainly Angei·nli clumsy, awkward. XVII 
(Cotgr.). f. UN-1 +(dial.) gainly, after un
gain (dial.) not straight; inconvenient (xv) 
- OJ'.i. ugegn, f. u- UN-1 +gegn (cf. AGAIN); 
see -LY1• 

ungetatable Angetre·tabl unapproachable. 
XIX. Cf. UNCOMEATABLE. 
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UNGODLY 

ungodly Allg;>·dli irreligious, wicked. XVI 
(Tindale). UN-1 ; cf. Du. ongoddelijk, G. 
ungottlich. 

unguent A"l)gu~nt ointment, salve. xv. 
- L. unguentum, f. unguere anoint, rei. to 
Skr. andkti anoints, aktds anointed, OPruss. 
anktato, Olr. imb, W. ymenyn, Bret. amann, 
OHG. ancho butter. 

ungulate A·t]gjuleit hoof-shaped, hoofed. 
XIX. -late L. unguliitus, f. ungula claw, hoof, 
f. unguis NAIL; see -ULE, -ATE2

• 

unhand Allha!·nd take the hand(s) off. 
XVII (Sh.). f. UN- 2 +HAND sb. 

unhandy A!lha!·ndi not easy to handle ; 
lacking in dexterity. XVII. UN-1• 

unhappy Allha!·pi tcausing misfortune 
XIII (Cursor M.); unfortunate, ill-fated, 
(later) wretched in mind, marked by mis
fortune XIV. f. tunhap misfortune, mishap 
(XIII, AncrR.)- ON. uhapp, f. u- UN-1 + 
happ HAP sb.; see -Y1• 

unhi·nge. XVII. UN- 1• unho·rse. XIV 
(Gower). UN- 2• unhou·se. XIV. UN- 2 ; cf. 
MDu., MLG. onthusen. 

uni- jii·ni repr. L. iini-, comb. form of L. 
iinus ONE, a single, repr. by only a few words 
before or during the classical period, freely 
used in XIX in techn. terms, to some extent 
modelled on its Gr. homologue MONO·. 

Uniat, -ate jii·niiet (pert. to) a member of 
an Orthodox Eastern church in communion 
with the R.C.Ch. XIX.- Russ. unijat, f. 
unija- L. iinio UNION. 

unicameraP -kre·m;)r;)l consisting of one 
CHAMBER. XIX. UNI-+CAMERA+·AL1• 

unicorn ju·nik5m fabulous one-homed 
equine beast XIII ; carriage drawn by three 
horses arranged one and two XVIII. - (O)F. 
unicorne- L. unicornis one-homed, (Vulg.) 
unicorn,£. iinus ONE+ cornu HORN, rendering 
Gr. mon6ker6s (f. m6nos only, keras HORN). 

uniform jii·nif5.zm of one or the same 
form XVI (Palsgr.); sb. (after F.) distinctive 
uniform dress XVIII. - (O)F. uniforme 
( = Sp., Pg., It. uniforme) or L. iiniformis, f. 
iinus VNI-+forma FORM. So unifo·rmiTY. 
XV (of importance in English history because 
of the three acts of uniformity of 1549, 
1559, and r66z, concerning conformity in 
respect of religious practice). - (O)F. or late 
L.; hence u:niformitA·RIAN one who 
believes that geological phenomena take 
place continuously and with uniformity. XIX 
(Whewell). 

unify ju·nifai make one. XVI. - (O)F. 
unifier or late L. unificiire; see UN!-, -FY. 
So u:nificA·no~. XIX. 

unilateral junilre·t;)r;)l pert. to one side 
only. XIX. f. UNI-+LATERAL; cf. F. 

union jii·ni;m, ju·nj;m act or fact of uniting 
or being united xv; body of units joined 
together XVII ; textile fabric composed of 

UNIVERSAL 

two or more materials XIX ; short for various 
combs., a:s U. flag, U. jack XVIII, u. house 
poor-house or workhouse of a union of 
parishes under the Poor Laws XIX. - (O)F. 
union or ecclL. unio(n-) the number one, 
unity, f. iinus ONE; see -ION. U. flag, 
national flag introduced to symbolize the 
union of the crowns of England and Scot
land xvn ; u. jack, orig. small union flag 
flown as a jack (see JACK3) XVII. Hence 
u·nionisM. XIX, u·nioniST one who favours 
the formation or maintenance of a union 
XVIII ; in British politics, relating to the 
maintenance of parliamentary union between 
Great Britain and Ireland XIX. 

unique juni·k of which there is only one; 
unparalleled. XVII (also tunic, tunick). -F. 
unique, tunic m. L. unicus one and only, 
alone of its kind (whence also Sp., It. unico), 
f. iinus ONE; see -Ic. q Reintroduced at the 
end of XVIII; 'an affected and useless term 
of modem times' (Todd r8r8). 

unison jii·nisan, -zan (mus.) identity of 
pitch xvr; exact agreement. XVII. - (O)F. 
unison (mod. unisson) or late L. ilnisonus of the 
same sound, f. unus ONE+ sonus SOUND3• (For 
vnysoune in York Mystery Plays xxv 262 read 
vrysoune ORISON.) So unisonous yuni·
S;)n;)s). XVII I. 

unit jii·nit (math.) indivisible whole re
garded as the base of number XVI; single 
individual xvn; quantity serving as a 
standard of measurement XVIII. f. L. unus 
ONE, prob. after digit. Introduced by John 
Dee (1570): 'Note the worde, Vnit, to 
expresse the Greke Monas, and not Vnitie: 
as we haue all, commonly, till now, vsed' 
(Preface to Billingsley's Euclid *iij margin). 

unitarian junitE;)·rian one who affirms the 
unipersonality of the Godhead. XVII. 
f. modL. unitiirius (xvr), f. L. iinitiis UNITY; 
see -ARIA~ and cf. TRI~ITARIAN. 

unite junai-t trans. make one xv; intr. form 
one (with) XVII (Sh., Milton). f. unit-, pp. 
stem of L. unire join together, f. unus ONE. 
(The earlier tune and contemp. tuny had 
considerable currency; perh. after OF. 
unier, (O)F. unir.) So uniTY ju·nlti fact or 
condition of being one XIII (Cursor M.); 
tuNIT XV ; the number one XVI ; in dramatic 
composition XVII (Dryden). - (O)F. unite 
(cf. Sp. unidad, It. unita)- L. unitiis 
(Varro, after Gr. ev6TYJs). 

universal juniva·.zs;)l comprehending the 
whole XIV (Ch.); pert. to the universe XIV 
(Gower); of the Church Catholic, forming 
a whole xv; widely learned or accomplished; 
(logic) pert. to the whole of a class or genus; 
also sb. xvr. -OF. universal (mod. -el) 
or L. universiilis, f. universus ; see next and 
-AL1• So universa·hTY. XIV (once by Ch., 
thereafter not evidenced till XVI)- (O)F. or 
late L. (Boethius). unive·rsally. XIV 
(Trevisa}; cf. late L. universiiliter. uni
ve·rsalrsM. XIX, -IST. XVII. 



UNIVERSE 

universe JU·mv;,.rs A. i"in u. (L. in uni
versum) universally XIV (Ch.); B. the whole 
of created things XVI ; the world XVII. 
- (O)F. univers (cf. Sp., It. universo) or L. 
fmiversum the whole world (Cicero, tr. Gr. 
TO o>.ov 'the whole', Plato, Aristotle), sb. 
use of n. of universus all taken together, 
lit. 'turned into one', f. £inus UNI-+·versus, 
pp. of vertere tum (see VERSE, -WARD). 

university juniv;i·.rslti whole body of 
teachers and scholars engaged in the higher 
branches of learning in a certain place. XIV. 
- (O)F. universite- L. universitas the whole, 
the whole number (of), the universe, (in later 
juridical lang.) society, guild, corporation 
(whence the med. academic use universitas 
magistrorum et scholarium), f. universus; 
see UNIVERSE, -ITY. 

unkempt Anke·mPt having dishevelled 
hair XV (Lydg.); t(of language) inelegant, 
rude XVI (Spenser; pro b. after It. incontos, 
L. incomptus unadorned). var. of unkem(be)d, 
(cf. MHG. ungekembet, ON. ukembdr) f. 
UN-1 +pp. of kemb, OE. cemban comb = 
OS. kembian, OHG. kemben, chempen (G. 
kiimmen), ON. kemba :- Germ. '*kambjan, 
f. '*kambaz COMB. 

unkid A"l)kid (dial.) unknown, unfamiliar 
XIII (Cursor l\11.); awkward, troublesome 
XVII; lonely; dismal, uncanny xvru. ME. 
unkid(d), f. UN- 1 +kid(d), pp. of (dial.) kithe, 
OE. cypan make known:- *kunpjan, f. 
"'kunp-, pp. stem of *kunnan (see CAN 2

); 

cf. UNCO, UNCOUTH. 

unless Anle·s (not) on a less condition than 
XIV (Maund.); except it be that, if ... not 
xv (first with than or that, later without 
xvr); prep. except, but XVI. Late ME. phr. 
o(n) lesse, also in !esse (followed by than), 
modelled on (O)F. a mains que =o Sp. a 
menos que, It a meno che, repr. Rom. '*ad 
minus quam 'at less than'; when the phr. 
had coalesced into one word (on!ess), lack of 
stress on the first syll. together with the 
negative implication of the word led to 
assim. to UN-1 • t.l[ Formerly sometimes 
used for lest (XVI), confused with it, and sp. 
tunlest (xvr). 

unle·ttered. XIV (Rolle). UN- 1 ; cf. ILLITE
RATE. unlicked Anli·kt not licked into 
shape. XVI (Sh.). UN-1• 

unlike A·nlai·k, A"nlaik, Anlai·k not like, 
different XII (Orm); (dial.) unlikely XIV. 
The early distribution of the word in 
northern and eastern areas suggests orig. 
accommodation of ON. zllikr, uglikr = OE. 
ungellc (ME. uniliche), OFris., MLG. zmlik 
(Du. onlijk), OHG. ungilih (G. ungleich); 
CGerm. exc. Gothic; see UN-1 , LIKE1 • So 
unu·KELY1• XIV (Barbour); cf. ON. zllikligr 
improbable. 

unloose Anlu·s relax; release xrv (PPI.); 
unfasten XVI (Tindale). f. UN- 2 , LOOSE; cf. 
OE. onliesan, ME. unlese. unlucky AnlA·ki 
UN·1

• XVI (Palsgr.). unmake Anmei·k 

UNSUNG 

UN-•. xv (Lydg.). unman Anm:e·n deprive 
of manly qualities. XVI (Marston). UN-•; 
cf. (M)Du. ontmannen, etc., (M)HG. ent
mannen. unma·sk. XVI (Sidney, Sh.). 
UN-. 2 Cf. Du. ont-, G. entmasken; perh. 
partly after F. demasquer (I564). 

unmentionable Anme·nJ;,n;,bl not to be 
mentioned XIX (Carlyle); sb. pl. trousers 
XIX (r83o; orig. U.S. euph.). f. UN-1+ 
mentionABLE. t.l[ Synonyms are inexpres
sibles (I790), ineffables (I823), inexplicables 
(1836-7, Dickens), unutterables (r843), un
whisperables (1837). 

unmi·tigated. XVI (Sh.). UN-1 • unmi·xed. 
xvr. UN- 1• unmu·zzle. UN- 2, unmu·zzled. 
m-;-1 • XVI (Sh.). unnaH. XV (Malory). UN- 2• 

unna·tural. xv. UN- 1• unne·rved. xvn 
(Sh.). UN-•. unpai·d. XIV (Barbour, 
Trevisa). UN-1 • unpa·ralleled. XVI (Dray
ton). uN-1• 

unready Anre·di not ready or prepared 
XIII (Cursor M.); not prompt xvr. f. UN-1+ 
READY. t.l[ From XVI (Stow) used as a form 
of tunredy (XIV, Trevisa), f. unrede (see 
-Y1), OE. unned (with Germ. cogns.) lack 
of counsel or wisdom (see REDE), traditional 
epithet from XIII of king Ethelred II, origi
nating in the jingling collocation /Ethelred 
Unred 'Noble Counsel, Evil Counsel'. 

unreal Anri·;,l. xvn (Sh.). UN-1 ; unrea·lity. 
xvnr. unreason Anri·z;,n tinjustice xrv 
(Cursor M.); tAbbot of U., (Sc.) XV-XVI 
mock personage in revellings; inability to 
act reasonably xrx. UN-1 • unrea·sonable. 
XIV (Rolle). UN-1 • 

unreliable Anrilai·abl not to be relied on. 
XIX (De Quincey, who attributes the word 
to Coleridge, is himself credited with the 
suggestion of unrelyuponable). See RELIABLE. 

unruly Anrii.·li undisciplined, disorderly. 
XIV. f. UN-1+tru[y orderly (XIV), f. RULE-t
·Y1; modelled on OF. rieutejdesrieute. 

unsaid Anse·d OE. unsted, with Germ. 
cogns. (exc. Gothic). UN- 1• unsay (OE., 
once). xv. u~-•. unseat Ansi·t. XVI (Spen
ser). uN- 2• unsee·mly. xm. UN- 1 ; cf. 
ON. ziswmillgr. unsee·n. xn. UN-1• un
se·ttle. xvr. uN- 2• unsex Anse·ks. xvu 
(Sh.). UN- 2

• unshi·p. XV. UN- 2
; cf. Du. 

ontschepen, G. entschif.fen. unsi·ghtly. xv. 
UN- 1 ; cf. MDu. onzicht(e)lijk, etc. 

unspeakable Anspi·k;,bl A. that cannot be 
expressed in words XIV. B. indescribably 
bad XIX (u. Turk, Carlyle). f. UN·1 +sPEAK+ 
-ABLE, after L. ineffabilis INEFFABLE; cf. F. 
indicible (xv). 

unsteady Anste·di. xvr; cf. OFris., MDu. 
unstedich, MHG. unstretec (G. unstiitig). 

unstrung AnstL\"1) having the string(s) 
relaxed XVI (Florio); unnerved. XVII. UN-1 , 

UN- 2• 

unsung AnSA"!) not sung xv; not cele
brated in song XVII (Milton); U:'li- 1

• 



UNSYMMETRICAL 

unsymme•trical. xvm (J.). UN-1• unsyste
ma·tic(al). XVIII (Burke). UN-1 • 

untidy Antai·di tuntimely, unseemly XIII; 
not in good order XIV, f. UN-1 with parallels 
in the Germ. langs. 

untie Antai· OE. untigan; u:-~-•. 
until Anti·!, ~>.·ntil syn. of TILL2, adv. and 

conj. XIII. First in northern and eastern 
texts (Havelok, Cursor M., R. Mannyng}, 
f. ON. "'und, retained in unz, undz, for 
•und es 'till that', and corr. to OE., OFris., 
OS. und (combined with •te in OS. unti, 
unt, OHG. unzi, unz, Goth. unte}+TILL 2, 

the meaning being thus duplicated. 
untimeous Antai·m;,s (chiefly Sc.) un

timely. xv. alt., by assim. to adjs. in -ous 
(cf. WONDROUS} of tuntimes (XIII, Cur
sor M.), adj. genitive of tuntime OE. 
untima bad season, calamity = ON. utfmi 
misfortune, affliction; see UN-', TIME. 

untiring Antai;J·ril) not growing weary. 
XIX. f. UN-1 +prp. of TIRE1 (intr.). 

unto A·ntu, Antii· to (in all uses exc. as 
marking an inf.); (arch.) until xm. First 
in northern and eastern texts; f. (Scand.) 
un- of UNTIL+(native) TO. q OS. unto is 
unconnected. 

untold Antou·ld, A·ntould tnot reckoned 
OE. ; immense, vast XIV; not recounted 
XIV (Ch.). OE. unteald; cf. (M}Du. onge
teld, etc. 

untouchable AntA·tfabl that cannot or may 
not be touched. XVI (sb. non-caste Hindu 
xx). UN-1• 

untoward Antou-(w):ud, Ant;,w5·.Id tdis
inclined; intractable; tawkward, ungainly; 
unlucky XVI; unpropitious XVII. f. UN-1 + 
TOWARD adj. Earlier (xv) in untowardly adj. 
and untowardness. 

untrodden Antr.>·dn not trodden on, un
traversed. (XIV), XVI. UN-1• 

untrue Antrii· unfaithful OE.; false; 
wrong XIV. OE. untreowe, with CGerm. 
cogns. 

untruth tilltrii·p tunfaithfulness OE.; 
falsehood XV. UN-1 ; cf. ON. utrygo. Hence 
untru·thFuL 1• 

untutored Antjii·t:~.rd. XVI (Sh.). UN-1• 

unused Anjii·zd. xm (RGlouc.). UN-1• 

unusual Anjii·3ual, -zju;,l. xvr. UN-1• 

unutterable AUA·t;J.I;Jbl above or beyond 
description. XVI. Cf. F. indicible, UN
MENTIONABLE. 

unwashed Anwo·ft. XIV (applied by Sh. to 
an artisan). UN-1• Earlier "funwa·shen (OE. 
unwmscen). 

unwell Anwe·l not in good health. xv. 
Before late xvm mostly north., Sc., Anglo
lr. ; said to have been generalized through 
Lord Chesterfield's use. UN1-. 

unwe·pt. XVI (Sh.). UN1-. 

UPAS 

unwieldy Anwi·ldi timpotent, feeble XIV 
(Ch.); awkward in movement; difficult to 
handle XVI. f. UN-'+wieldy (obs. exc. as 
back-formation from this word), extended 
form with -Y1 of tzvield, OE. wielde, ge
uielde vigorous, active:- "'(ga-)walaja-, f. 
"wala-, base of WIELD; superseding earlier 
tunwelde, tumveldly (xm). 

unwilling. OE. umvillende; newly formed 
in XVI j UN- 1• 

unwi·se. OE. unwis; ofCGerm. range; UN-1 • 

unwitting Anwi·til) not knowing or aware, 
OE. umvitende, of CGerm. range; rare 
after x6oo till XIX (Southey). Hence 
unwi·ttingLY 2• XIV (Barbour, Wycl. Bible. 

unwo·rthy worthless; not worthy, un
deserving xm ; unmerited; not befitting 
(one) XIV. UN-1 ; cf. MDu. onwerdich, ON. 
uverougr. 

-uous juas suffix repr. L. -uosus or deriv. 
OF. -uous (mod. -ueux), f. u-stems + -i5sus 
-OSE', -ous, as in tmonstruous, sinuous, 
sumptuous; or f. L. u-stems + -ous, as in 
arduous, conspicuous, exiguous, incongruous, 
promiscuous, strenuous, superfluous. So 
-u·ITY, -uo·snv. q In xv-xvi rightwis 
RIGHTEOUS became rightuous. 

up Ap to or at an elevated position. repr. 
two OE. words (i) up, upp (said primarily of 
motion} = OFris. up, op, OS. up (Du. op), 
ON. upp, (ii) uppe (said primarily of posi
tion) = OFris., OS. uppa, 0:\. uppi; rei. to 
OHG. uf (G. auf). The use of up adv. to 
express complete consumption was prob. 
adopted from Scand. (e.g. 0:\. drekka upp, 
drink up). See also UPON. By ellipsis of 
preps., such as against, along, etc., a new 
prep. was developed to fom1 collocations 
like upstairs. XVI. 

up- Ap prefix repr. OE. up-, upp-, corr. to 
OFris. op-, up-, (M)Du. op-, OS., (M)LG. 
up-, OHG. tlf- (G. auf-), ON. upp-. In 
OE. there were some thirty comps. showing 
considerable variety of formation (a pro
minent sense was 'of the heavens'), the chief 
survival being UPLAND. There were several 
comps. with pa. pples., fewer with prps. 
Many fonnations of ME. and later date. in 
all groups were of temporary vogue, and 
there were many fresh coinages in either old 
or new senses; upgrow (xv), upgrowth (XIX), 
and uplift sb. (XIX), uplift vb. (XIV) show 
typical divergence of date. 

up-a-daisy Np;Jdeizi encouraging excl. on 
lifting a child from the ground. xvm 
(-dazy, Swift); also dial. upaday; cf. lacka
daisy, beside (a)lackaday. Cf. UPSIDAISY. 

upanishad upre·nif;>d division of Vedic 
literature dealing with the Deity, creation, 
and existence. xrx. Skr., f. upa near to+ 
ni-shad sit, lie down. 

upas jii·p;~s Javanese tree. Antiaris toxi
caria. XIX. - Malay up as poison, in pohun or 
puhun upas poison-tree. Fabled to have 



UPBRAID 

existed in Java, having poisonous properties 
such that it destroyed life for many miles 
around, XVIII ('London Magazine', in an 
article purporting to be translated from one 
written by Foersch, a Dutch surgeon at 
Samarang; hence in Erasmus Darwin's 
'The loves of the plants', I789.) 

upbraid Apbrei·d tadduce as a fault OE.; 
find fault with, carp at ; censure, reprove 
soundly XIII. Late OE. upbredan (Wulf
stan), perh. after ON. •uppb1'egoa (cf. 
MSw. upbrygdha), f.upp uP+hregoa = OE. 
bregdan BRAID. (j[ The foll. forms, with 
variation of prefix, have been in use: abraid, 
em-, imbraid, umbraid XIV-XVI; cf. Da. 
bebreide. 

upbringing A·pbriiJiiJ rearing and training. 
XVI. Gerund of tupbring (xm), with Germ. 
cogns. 

upheaval Aphi·v;,l (geol.) raising by vol
canic action. XIX (Lyell); hence freq. fig. 
f. upheave (xm; spec. in geol. XIX), f. UP-+ 
HEAVEj see -AL 2 • 

uphill A·phil (str. variable) ascent XVI; adj. 
thigh, elevated; going upwards, arduous 
XVII j adv. XVII. f. UP prep.+ HILL. 

uphold Aphou·ld support, sustain. xm 
(AncrR., Cursor M.). Of CGerm. extent 
exc. Goth.; f. UP-+HoLD1 ; cf. OE. upheald 
supporter, maintenance. 

upholsterer Aphou·lst;,r;,.I one who makes 
and repairs furniture in which woven 
fabrics are used. XVII. Extended form with 
-ER1 of tupholster (xv) dealer in or repairer 
of small or secondhand articles, f. UPHOLD+ 
-STER, a parallel formation to earlier synon. 
upholder (xrv), which remained current 
locally. Hence upho·lster vb. XIX, up
ho·lstERY. XVII. 

uphroe ju·frou; see EUPHROE. 
upkeep A·pkip maintenance in good con

dition xrx, f. phr. keep up maintain (xvr). 
upland A·pl;,nd (arch.) land lying away 
from the sea; high ground XVI; also adj., 
rep!. earlier uplandish (XIV; cf. OE. up
lendisc rustic). f. UP, used adj., raised, 
elevated+LAND sb. (j[ For the first sense 
cf. ON. Upplpnd eastern inland counties of 
Norway, Sw. Uppland district in central 
Sweden, MD a. Opland Sweden, Norw. upp
land, Da. opland inland country. 

upmost A'pmoust, -m;,st uppermost, 
highest. XVI (Geneva Bible). f. uP+-MosT. 

upon ;Jpil·n on. XII (Orm). First in 
eastern and northern texts; f. uP+oN, after 
ON. upp d (OSw. up a, uppa, Sw. pd, 
Norw., Da. paa); distinct from OE. uppan, 
ME. uppon, uppe(n), up prep. on, upon. 

upper A'P;J.I higher, top. XIV (not common 
before XV), f. UP+ -ER3 j opp. to NETHER and 
rendering L. superior SUPERIOR; cf. MDu. 
upper (Du. opper), LG. upper. Hence sb., 
XIX. u·pperMOST. xv (preceded by tupperest 
and uppermore). 

UPWARD 

uppish A'piJ from XVII in various sl. uses 
implying elevation or elation, f. up+-ISH1

• 

upright A·prait (stress var.) erect, per
pendicular OE.; tlying on the back OE. 
(late); of unbending rectitude XVI; sb. 
tvertical face XVI ; architectural elevation ; 
upright part or member XVII. OE. upriht, 
corr. to OFris. upriucht, (M)Du. oprecht, 
OHG. ufreht (G. aufrecht), ON. uprettr; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic); see UP-, RIGHT. 

uproar A'pro;~.I A. tinsurrection, tumult ; 
B. outcry, noise of tumult xvr. Used first 
by Tindale (I526) and Coverdale (I535) in 
their translations of passages where Luther's 
Bible has aufruhr. - Du. oproer (in Du. 
Bible of 1531, 2 Kings xi 14 margin), in 
MDu. uproer, MLG. upror, f. op UP-+roer, 
ror = OS. hrora, OHG. ruora (G. ruhr) 
motion (cf. OE. hreran, ON. hrrera move); 
in B influenced by ROAR. Hence up
roa·rious. XIX. 

upse-, upsidaisy, vars. of UP-A-DAISY. 
XIX. 

upset Apse·t tA. set up, raise, erect XIV (in 
pp. R. Mannyng, Gower); (Sc.) make good 
xvr. B. overthrow, overturn XIX ; throw 
into disorder XIX. f. uP+SET1 . For A 
senses cf. (M)Du. opzetten, MHG. iifsetzen 
(G. aufsetzen); in B superseding overset. 

upshot A·pJilt tfinal shot in an archery 
match, fig. parting shot; tmark aimed at; 
tend, conclusion XVI; in the u. at last XVI, 
(hence) result, issue (Sh.) f. UP-+SHOT. 

upside down A·psai(d)dau·n so that the 
upper surface or part is underneath. XVI. 
Alt. of (dial.) upsidown (xv), var. of tupse
down, tup sadown, for earlier tup so down 
(XIV), orig. meaning 'so as to be upset or 
overturned'. The form of this phr. is 
difficult to account for, there being no 
appropriate use of so ; but tup so doun may 
itself be a perversion of tup to doun 
(RGlouc. Chronicle 6831), with var. tup 
adoun, which may be modelled on (O)F. de 
haut en bas 'from high to low'. The present 
form, and tup set (or tupset) down, are due to 
attempts to express intelligibly the meaning 
'with the upper side (set) down'. 

upsides Apsai·dz even or quits with. XVIII. 
orig. Sc.; f. UP, SIDE sb., -s. Cf. MSw. 
upsidhes. 

upstairs Apstea· .IZ so as to ascend a flight of 
STAIRS j see UP. XVI (Sh.). 

upstart A·pstiirt (one) newly or suddenly 
risen in position. XVI. equiv. to contemp. 
tstart-up, f. start, pp. of START2 +adv. UP; 
cf. upstart vb., (now rare) start up (xrv). 

uptake A·pteik (Sc.) capacity for under
standing. XIX (Scott). f. uptake vb. XVIII 
(Sc.) understand, f. uP+TAKE. 

upward A·pw;,.Id to or towards a high or 
higher position. OE. upweard, corr. to 
MLG. upwart, MDu. opwaert (Du. op
waart), MHG. iifwert; see uP, -WARD, So 



UR 
u·pwARDS. OE. upweardes, corr. to OS. 
upwardas (Du. opwaarts), MHG. Ujwertes 
(G. aufwiirts). 

ur ;} var. of ER. XIX (0. W. Holmes). 
ur- ur primitive, original, earliest. G. pre

fix as in ursprache primitive language. 
ura:mia ju:~ri·mi:~ (path.) presence in the 

blood of urinary constituents. XIX. modL., 
f. Gr. ouron URINE+ ha'ima blood (cf. 
HiEMO-). 

urreus juari·as representation of the sacred 
asp or serpent on the headdress of ancient 
Egyptian deities and kings. XIX. modL. 
-Gr. ouratos (Horapollo)- Egyptian. perh. 
infi. by Gr. ourd tail. 

Ural jua·ral name of a mountain chain 
forming the north-eastern boundary of 
Europe with Asia XVIII; U.-Altaic pert. to 
the region including the Urals and the 
ALTAIC mountains, its inhabitants or their 
speech; Turanian, Finno-Tartar; also with 
comb. from Uralo- jurei·lou in Uralo
Altaic, -Finnic xrx. Also UralrAN jurei·
lian. XVIII; cf. F. ouralien. 

uranism jua·ranizm homosexuality. XIX. 
- G. uranismus, f. Gr. ourdnios heavenly, 
taken to mean 'spiritual', f. ouran6s heaven 
(cf. URANGS); see -ISM. 

uranium jurei·niam (chem.) metallic 
element. XVIII. modL. (Klaproth, 1789), 
f. URANGS+-ruM; cf. TELLURIL"M (Klaproth 
1798). 

urano- ju;~·r;~nou, ju;~rano· comb. form of 
Gr. ouran6s sky, heaven(s), roof of the 
mouth; e.g. urano·GRAPHY (xv11), urano·
METRY (xv11r); u·ranoplasty plastic surgery 
of the hard palate (xrx). 

Uranus ju;:H;~n;~s planet situated between 
Saturn and Neptune. xrx. So named (in 
conformity with names of major planets 
called after cJassical deities) by Bode (I747-
r8z6)- L. Uranus- Gr. Ouran6s husband 
of Grea (Earth) and father of Cronos 
(Saturn); superseded the name 'the Geor
gian (sidus)', Georgium sidus, which was 
given to it in honour of George III by 
Sir William Herschel, who discovered it 
in 178r. 

urban ;}·.Ib;~n pert. to a town or city. xvn 
(rare before XIX; cf. next). - L. urbiinus, f. 
urb-, urbs city; see -AN and cf. next and 
SUBURBAN. 

urbane ;~.Ibei·n turban XVI; having the 
manners or culture characteristic of town 
life; civil, polite XVII. - (O)F. urbain, -aine 
or L. urbiinus, -ana; see prec. and -ANE1 • 

So urbanrTY :ubre·niti refined civility; 
tpolished wit; city or town life. XVI. 
- (O)F. or L. (jf For the difference of 
form, stress, and meaning between urban 
and urbane, cf. human, humane. 

urceolate ;}·.Isioleit pitcher-shaped. xvm. 
- modL. urceoliitus, f. L. urceolus, dim. of 
urceus pitcher; see URN, -ATE 2• 

URETER 
urchin ;}·.Itfin hedgehog xm; (dial.) de

formed person; mischievous youngster; 
little fellow, brat xvr. ME. urchon, beside 
yrichon (xm), hirchon, irchoun- ONF. heri
chon, *ir(e)chon, *urchon, vars. of OF. herit:on 
(mod. herisson, dial. herichon, irechon, hur
chon) ~~ Pr. eris6 :-Rom. *hericionem, f. L. 
hericius, late form of er/cius hedgehog 
(whence Pr. eritz, Sp. erizo, Pg. ouri[:o, 
It. riccio, Rum. ariciu), f. (h)er = Gr. khir. 
(jf Initial h has been mobile and the form of 
the final syll. has varied greatly, -in, tyn 
dating from xv. 

Urdu ua· .Idii variety of Hindustani, the 
standard language of Mussulmans. XVIII. 
- Hind. urdu, of Pers. origin, for zabiin i 
urdii language of the camp ; Pers. urdu 
camp - Turki ordu (see HORDE). 

ure jua.I use, esp. in phr. bring, come, put in 
ure. xv. - AK. *eure = OF. evre, euvre, 
uevre (mod. t:ell'i're) :- L. opera, pl. of opus 
work, used as fern. sg. (see OPERA). Cf. 
INURE, l\1ANURE. 

-ure j;~J, ju;~J (combined with sand t giving 
3;>.1 and tf;~.I), suffix repr. (O)F. -ure- L. 
-ura (whence also Sp., Pg., It. ura, Rum. 
-ura), denoting primarily action or process 
or the result of this, (hence) office or rank, 
collective body or organization ; usu. affixed 
to pps., but in L. figiira FIGURE being excep
tionally attached to a present vb.-stem. 
The earliest adoptions, mainly through F., 
were figure, nature, scripture, stature (xrn), 
censure, culture, jointure, literature, pressure, 
tonsure (XIV). Later formations, as com
posure, exposure, were based on stems of 
L. origin, a few are of Rom. origin, e.g. 
verdure, denture, or formed on an Eng. 
stem, e.g. wafture (xv11). Various other F. 
endings have been assim. to this in Eng. 
adoptions, as in leisure, manure, pleasure, 
tenure, treasure. Cf. also armour. 

urea jua·ri;~ carbamide, a constituent of 
urine. XIX. modL.- F. uree, f. Gr. ouron 
URINE or ourein urinate. The comb. form is 
ureo-. 

ure-ox ju:J·mks aurochs. XVII. -G. urochs, 
var. of auerochs; see URUS, ox. 

-uret jt\ret (chem.) suffix added to a stem 
or truncated word, now gen. replaced by 
-IDE. - modL. -uretum (also -oretum), pro
posed in 1787 by French chemists, who in 
F. forms preferred the ending -ure (De 
Morveau, 1787); first used c.1790, after F. 
words in -ure, in hydruret, phosphuret, sul
phuret, it was extended to other terms, such 
as carburet (cf. CARBURETTOR), nitruret, 
ioduret, and later still further; it survives in 
carburetted (whence -ettor) and sulphuretted. 

ureter juri-ta.I (anat.) urinary duct. XVI. 
-F. uretere or modL. ureter- Gr. ouredr, 
f. ourefn make water, f. oiiron URINE. So 
urethra juri·pr;~ tube which discharges 
urine from the bladder. xvn. - late L. 
urethra - Gr. ourithrii, f. ourein. 



URGE 

urge ;i~d3 demand or entreat insistently; 
press or drive forward. XVI. - L. urgere 
press, drive, compel, perh. f. IE. *wereg-, 
whence also OE. wrecan WREAK. So 
u·rgENT. xv. - (O)F. urgent- prp. of L. 
urgere. Hence u·rgENCY. xvr. 

-uria ju;:,·ri;:, final el. in L. form repr. Gr. 
-ourfa, f. ouron (see URINE, -IA1) in terms of 
path. denoting morbid conditions of the 
urine, e.g. albuminuria, hmmaturia. 

uric ju;:,·rik pert. to urine. XVIII. -F. 
urique, f. Gr. ouron URINE; see -IC. 

-urient ju;:,·ri;:,nt suffix- L. -urient-, -urihzs, 
prp. ending of L. desiderative vbs. in 
-urire, as ESURIENT, PARTURIENT. 

Urim ju;:,·rim objects worn in or on the 
Jewish high-priest's breastplate. XVI (Mat
thew's Bible, 1537). - Heb. urim; usu. in 
the collocation Urim and Thummim (both 
words are of doubtful origin), for which 
Coverdale has 'light and perfectnesse', 
following Luther's 'Iicht und recht', corr. 
to LXX o~Awa<s Kal d,\,)O«a (Vulg. 'doctrina 
et veritas' or 'perfectio'). 

urinal ju;:,·rinal tglass vessel to hold urine 
for inspection XIII (La3.); tvessel for 
chemical solution XIV (Ch.); chamber-pot 
xv ; place provided for passing urine XIX. 
- (O)F. urinal = Pr. urinal, etc. -late L. 
urinal, sb. use of n. of late uri1ll'ilis urinary, 
f. urina ; see -AL 1• 

urine ju;:,·rin fluid discharged from the 
bladder. XIV. - (O)F. urine = Pr. urina, 
etc. - L. urina (adopted in the chief Eur. 
langs.), perh. distantly rei. to Gr. ouron. 
So uri·nARY. xvr. - medL. *iiriniirius. 
u·rinATE3 make water. XVI. f. pp. stem 
of medL. u1·iniire (in classical L. dive). 

urn a.:m vessel in which to preserve the 
ashes of the dead XIV (Ch.); vessel for 
holding voting-tablets or the like XVI; 
oviform pot or pitcher XVII (tea urn XVIII). 
- L. urna (whence also F. urne, Sp., It. urna) 
:- *urcnii, rei. to urceus pitcher ( cf. L. orca 
butt, tun, Gr. urkhe jar); prob. all of alien 
origin. 

urni~g ;)·mil) male homosexual. -G. 
urnzng, f. (Venus) Urania, taken to mean 
'heavenly love' and applied by Ulrich to 
homosexuality as being 'spiritual' (Kluge); 
cf. URANISM. 

uro-1 ju;:,·rou, jura· comb. form of Gr. ouron 
URINE, as in uro·logy, u:ropoie·tic (XVIII), 
uro·scopy (XVII), and various chemical 
terms. 

uro- 2 ju;:,·rou, comb. form of Gr. ourd tail, 
as in urodele. 

ursine ;'i·Jsain pert. to or like a bear. XVI. 
- L. ursinus, f. ursus bear; see ARCTIC, -INE1. 

urticate ;'i·Jtikeit sting like a nettle. XIX. 
f. pp. stem of medL. urticiire, f. L. urtica 
nettle (whence modL. urticaria nettle-rash, 
in Eng. use from XVIII); see -ATE 3 • So 
urtiCA'TION stinging. XVII. - medL. 

USTILAGO 

urubu urubii· black vulture of America. 
XVII. Tupi. 

urucu urukii· anatta. XVII (Purchas). Tupi. 
t;![ Adopted through F. as roucou XVII. 

urucuri urukii·ri Brazilian palm-tree. XIX. 
Tupi. 

urus ju;~·r;:,s AUROCHS. XVII. - L. urus (Gr. 
oz2ros). -Germ. *iirus (OE., OHG. ur, 
ON. urr). t;H In anglicized form fure (cf. 
F. fure) current XVI-XVII. 

us As, as objective of WE. OE. us = OFris., 
OS. us, (M)Du. ons, (O)HG. uns, ON. oss, 
Goth. uns :- CGerm. *uns :- IE. *IJs, re
duced grade of *nes (Skr. nas). t;H The 
present form repr. a generalization of the 
unstr. var. us, the orig. long form being 
repr. in ME. by (Jus, ows iis. 

usage jii·zid3, ju·sid3 habitual use, custom, 
or conduct. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
usage = Pr. uzatge (whence Sp. usaje, It. 
usaggio) :- L. usus USE; see -AGE. So u·SANCE 
tusage XIV ; period allowed for the payment 
of a bill of exchange XVII. - OF. usance= 
Pr. uzansa, Sp., It. usanza :-Rom. *usantia, 
f. *iisiire. usER5 ju·zaJ (leg.) continual use 
or enjoyment. XIX; evolved from tabuser, 
non-user (xvii). 

use jus act or manner of using, fact of being 
used. xm. ME. us - (O)F. us (surviving 
in les us et coutumes) = Pr. us, Sp., It. uso 
:- L. ftsus use, usage, f. ils-, pp. stem of uti 
use (earlier oeti, for *oiti). Hence u·seFUL', 
u·seLESS. XVI (Sh.). So use jiiz observe (a 
custom, rite, etc.), follow as a custom XIII; 
engage in, employ, deal with; habituate, 
accustom XIV (be used to xv); intr. be 
accustomed now only in pt. XIV. - (O)F. 
user temploy (now user de), consume, wear 
out = Pr. uzar, Sp. usar, It. usare :-Rom. 
*usiire, f. L. pp. stem ils-. 

usher A·J;:,~ officer having charge of the 
door of a hall, etc. xrv (Ch.); officer whose 
ceremonial duty it is to precede a person of 
rank; (fig.) precursor; assistant master in 
a school XVI. -AN. usser = OF. ussier, 
uissier (mod. huissier) :- medL. iistiiirius 
(vi), for L. ostiarius door-keeper, f. ostium 
door, f. os mouth (see ORAL), -ER 2• Hence 
vb. XVI. t;H For -sh- from OF. -ss- cf. 
CUSHION, -ISH 2, PUSH. 

Usnea A·snia genus of lichens. XVI. 
- medL. usnea- Arab., Pers. ushnah moss. 

usquebaugh A·skwib5 WHISKY1. XVI. -Jr. 
and Sc. Gael. uisge beatha 'water of life' 
(cf. AQUA VITJE, F. eau de vie brandy), i.e. 
uisge WATER, beatha life (see VITAL). t;![The 
usual form is -baugh, repr. Ir. Gael. pro
nunc., the vars. in -bae(tiskiebae, tusquabah, 
whisky bae) the Sc. Gael. 

ustilago Astilei·gou smut on grain. xvr. 
- mod. use of late L. ustiliigo f. ust-, pp. 
stem of iirere burn. 



USUAL 

usual ju· 3u~l, ju·zjual that is in ordinary or 
common use. XIV. -OF. usual, (also mod.) 
usuel, or late L. usuiilis (whence Pr. uzual, 
etc.), f. iisus USE; see -AL1 • Hence u·sualLY 2• 

XV. 

usucapion juzjukei·pi;,n (leg.) acquisition 
of ownership by long use. XVII. - F. 
usucapion or L. iisucapio(n-), f. iisftcapere, 
f. usu, abl. of iisus usE + capere take, seize 
(see CAPTURE). So USUCa·pTION. XV!!. 
-OF. or medL. 
usufruc~ ju·zjufrAkt right of temporary 

possessiOn or use. xvn. - medL. usii
fructus (cf. late L. usilfrzictuiirius), for L. 
iisusfructus, more fully iisus et fructus, usus 
fructusque use and enjoyment; see usE, 
FRUIT. Earlier tusufruit XV - {O)F. usu
fruit. 

usurp juz;i·.Ip appropriate wrongfully to 
oneself. XIV. - (O)F. usurper- L. usurpiire 
seize for use, prob. for *flsuripiire, f. usu, 
abl. of usus usE+rapere seize (see RAPE3). So 
usurpA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or L. 

usury j1l·3;,ri, ju·zjuri lending money at 
interest XIV; (arch.) interest on money lent 
xv. -AN. *usurie = (O)F. usure or medL. 
tlszlria, f. L. iisura, f. iisusUSE; see -Y•. Hence 
usurrousju3u;J·ri;Js, -zj-. xvn. So u·surER 2• 

XIII- AN. usurer, OF. usureor, (also mod.) 
usurier, f. usure ( = Pr. uzura, Sp., It. 
usura) :- L. usura, f. iisus. 

ut At, ut (mus.) first note of Guido Are
tino's hexachords, and of the octave in 
modem solmization (see no 2). - (O)F. ut; 
the lowest of the series ut, re, mi, fa, sol, 
la, si, said to be taken from the office hymn 
for St. John Baptist's day: Ut queant !axis 
resonare fibris I Mira gestorumfamuli tuo
rum I Solve poll uti labii reatum, I Sancte 
Johannes. See GAMUT. 

utas ju·tas (hist.) octave of a church festival. 
XIV (Trevisa). Reduced form of utaves, 
varying with eotas, eoytaves. -OF. outaves, 
oectaves, var. of oitieves :- L. octiiviis (dies), 
accus. pl. of octiiva (dies) eighth day. 

utensil jute·nsil t(coll. sg.) domestic 
vessels or implements XIV; domestic 
implement, etc. xv; sacred vessel; in full 
chamber u. XVII. - OF. utensile (mod. 
ustensile) - medL. iltensile, sb. use of n. of 
L. utensilis fit for use, useful (n.pl. utensilia 
implements, materials), f. uti USE. Earlier 
str. wtensil, as by Sh., Milton, }., and till 
c. r8oo; but the present str. is recorded by 
Bailey in 1730. L. utensilia was anglicized 
as tutensilies xv-xvn. 

uterus ju·t;Jras (anat.) womb. xvrr. - L. 
uterus belly, womb, obscurely rei. to Skr. 
uddram, Gr. h6deros, OPruss. weders belly. 
So u·teri::·m1 having the same mother xv; 
pert. to the uterus XVII. - late L. uterinus. 

utility juti·liti usefulness XIV (Ch.); useful 
thing or feature xv. - (O)F. utilite- L. 
utifitiis, f. utilis useful, f. tlti USE j see -ILE, 
-ITY. Hence [utilitA'RIAN. XVIII (Bentham, 
1781). So utiLizE ju·tilaiz make useful, 

UXORIOUS 

convert to use. xrx. -F. utiliser (1792)- It. 
utilizzare, f. utile :- L. utilis. u:tilizA·TION. 
XIX. -F. (r8r:z). 

utmost A·tm;,st, -moust outermost OE.; 
of the highest degree XIV; tlatest, last xv; 
also sb. tfurthest part OE. ; extreme degree 
or limit xv. OE. iitmest, var. of iitemest, f. 
zit, ute--j--mest; see OUT adv., -MOST. Cf. 
OUTi'v!OST, UTTER.'VIOST. 

utopia jutou·pi;} name of Sir Thomas 
lVIore's imaginary republic XVI; place or 
condition of ideally perfect government 
XVII. - modL. utopia 'no-place', f. Gr. Oil 

not+ t6pos plac~; see TOPIC, -IA1• Uto·piAN. 
XVI. - modL. Utopiiinus (:vlore, 1516). 

utraquist ju·tr;Jkwist (theol.) one who 
upholds communion in both kinds. XIX. 
- modL. u·triiquistii, f. L. utriique, in phr. 
sub utrdque specie under both kinds; see -!ST. 

utricle jii·trikl small sac or bladder. xvm. 
- F. utricle or L. utriculus, dim. of uter 
leather bottle; see -CLE. 

utter1 A·t;JJ outward, outer OE.; extreme, 
total xv. OE. uter(r)a, zlttra, compar. 
formation (see -ER 3 ) on z1t OUT, corr. to 
OFris. utt(e)ra, utera, MDu. utere (Du. 
uiter- ), OHG. u:r;aro (G. iiusser); for shorten
ing of u cf. udder. Hence u·tterLY 2 

tplainly, straight out XIII; absolutely, com
pletely XIV (Ch.); cf. MLG., MDu. iiterlike 
(Du. uiterlijk), MHG. il;;erliche (G. iiusser
lich). u·tter:~-msT outermost; utmost. XIV. 

utter 2 A·ta.I give out audibly, speak, pro
nounce; treveal ; tput on the market, sell ; 
give currency to (coin, etc.). XIV. - :VIDu. 
rlteren (Du. uiteren) drive away, speak, show, 
make known, OFris. utia, zUria, lVILG. tltern 
turn out, sell, speak, demonstrate, with 
assim. to liTTER1 ; pro b. introduced partly as 
a term of comn1erce. Hence u·tterANCE1 

tdisposal by sale; speaking, speech. xv. 
utterance• A't;Jr;Jns extremity of force, esp. 
in phr. (now arch.) to the u. to the utmost 
limit. XIII. -(with assim. to UTTER1) (O)F. 
outrance, toultrance, f. ou(l)trer go beyond 
bounds (cf. OUTRAGE, OUTRE) = Pr. oltrar, 
It. oltrare :-Rom. *ultriire, £. L. ultrii be
yond; see ULTRA, -ANCE. 

utu u·tu (N.Z.) recompense, satisfaction. 
XIX. Maori. 

uva JU'V;) grape, raisin XVII (Evelyn); uva 
ursi bearberry XVIII ; leaves of this or in
fusion of them XIX. - L. u'l:a grape, cluster 
of grapes, etc., uvula. 

uvea Jn·vi;> (anat.) tposterior coloured 
surface of the eye xvr; middle coat or 
vascular tunic of the eve XVIII. - medL. 
iivea, f. L. iiva (see prec\ 

uvula ju·vjul;> fleshy prolongation hanging 
from the pendent margin of the soft palate. 
XIV. -late L. ilvula (whence (O)F. ztvule, 
etc.), dim. of L. ilva grape; see UVA, -ULE. 

uxorious Aks5·ri;Js excessively devoted to 
one's wife. xvr. f. L. uxorius, f. uxor wife; 
see -rous. 



VACANT VAKEEL 

v 
vacant vei·kdnt not held or occupied XIII; 

devoid of contents XIV; free from occupa
tion XVI ; expressionless, inane XVIII. In 
early use- (O)F. vacant; not freq. before 
late XVI, the word appears to have been taken 
in afresh from L. vacant-, -tins, prp. of 
vaciire be empty or unoccupied, with arch. 
var. vocare; see VOID, -A;sT. So va·cANCY. 
XVI. 

vacA·TE3 make void or vacant xvn; with
draw from XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. ·vaciire. 
vacA·TION release from occupation XIV 
(Ch.); period of formal suspension of 
activity xv. - (O)F. or L.; abbrev. vac v~k 
XVIII. 

vaccine v~·ksin, -in in v. disease cowpox, 
v. matter or virus vaccine, v. inoculation 
vaccination. XVJII (1799). - L. vaccin!IS, as 
used in modL. variolm vaccinm cowpox 
(E. Jenner, 1798), virus vaccinus virus of 
cowpox used in vaccination ; f. vacca cow ; 
see -INE1

• Also sb. vaccine matter. XIX. 
- F. vaccine. Hence vaccinA·TION inocula
tion with vaccine against smallpox, r8oo. 

vacc1n1um v~ksi·ni::~m genus of plants 
bearing edible berries (spec. bilberry). 
XVIII. - L.; perh. rei. to hudkinthos HYA
CINTH. 

vacillate v~·sileit swing or sway un
steadily XVI ; waver XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
vacilliire sway, totter, after (O)F. vaciller; 
see -ATE 3

• So vacillA·TION. xv. L.; cf. 
F. vacillation (xvi). 

vacuity v::~kjii-lti emptiness; empty space; 
vacancy of mind. xvr. - (O)F. <:acuite or L. 
vacuitiis, f. z•acuus (whence va·ct:ous xvn), 
f. vacare be VACANT. So vacuum v~·kju::~m 
emptiness, empty space XVI. sb. use of n. 
sg. of ~>actms; used in modL. to repr. 
Aristotle's To JC<Vov 'the empty', defined as 
To7Tos €aupTJp.f.vos a<vfl-aTos 'place bereft of 
body' (Physics IV i). 

vade-mecum veidimi·bm handy book of 
reference. XVII. -F. (XVI)- modL. vade
mecum, sb. use of L. vade mecum go with 
me, i.e. imper. of vadere go (cf. EVADE, 
INVADE) and mecum, i.e. me ME, cum with 
(cf. COM-, co;s-). Cf. G. vademekum (xvi). 

vadose vei·dous (geog.) pert. to water 
lying above the permanent water leveL - L. 
vadosus shallow, f. vadum ford; see -OSE1• 

vagabond v~·g::~b;:md wandering without 
settled habitation xv (Lydg.); sb. itinerant 
beggar xv; idle good-for-nothing XVII. 
- (O)F. vagabond or L. vagabundus, f. 
vagiiri wander, f. vagus wandering, VAGUE 
(cf. erriibundus wandering to and fro, mori
bundus MORIBUND). (j[ Superseded some
what earlier tvacabond (Lydg.)- (O)F. 
vacabond, alt. of vagabond after vaquer, L. 
vacare (see VACANT). 

vagary v;~gt;~·ri troaming, ramble; twan
dering in speech; tfrolic, prank XVI; 
capricious or eccentric act XVII ; fantastic 
notion XVIII. - L. vagiiri wander (see prec.). 
(j[ Forms with initial f (fagary, fegary, 
figary) appear XVII and survive in dial. 

vagina v::~d3ai·ng canal connecting vulva 
with uterus xvn ; sheath, theca XVIII. - L. 
vagina sheath, scabbard (joe. in Plautus, 
'Pseudolus' I I 8 I, of the female vagina). 

vagrant vei·gr::Jnt (person) wandering from 
place to place and maintaining himself by 
begging, etc. xv. Late ME. vagaraunt -
AN. vagarant, vagaraunt(e) (XIV-XV in Gode
froy), app. f. L. vagiiri+-ant -ANT. AN. 
vars. were zcakerant, u·acrant, walcrant. 

vague veig not definite or precise. XVI. 
-F. •vague- L. vagus wandering, inconstant, 
uncertain (whence also Pr. vage, Sp., It. 
vago). 

vail1 veil tbenefit, profit xv (Lydg.); 
(arch.) casual profit or emolument xv; pl. 
gratuities, perquisites XVI. f. tvail vb. avail, 
profit XIII- OF. vail-, tonic stem of valoir be 
of value- L. valere be strong, powerful, of 
value (cf. AVAIL, VALE 2, VALID, VALOUR). 

vail 2 veil (arch.) lower XIV; doff xv. 
Aphetic of tavail, tavale descend, lower 
- (O)F. avaler lower, swallow = Pr. avallar, 
It. av'L·allare :-Rom. *advallare, f. L. ad 
vallem to the VALLEY, i.e. down. Cf. 
A:\IOUNT. 

vain vein worthless, futile XIII (Cursor M.); 
i'senseless, silly XIV; having an inordinate 
opinion of oneself XVII. - (O)F. vain, fern. 
vaine :- L. viinus, -a empty, without sub
stance (whence Pr. va, Sp., It. vano), rei. to 
vacuus VACANT, z•astus WASTE. The phr. in 
vain reflects (O)F. en vain = Pr. en van, 
Sp. en vano, It. in vano :-pop. L. '*'in 
viinum (sb. use of n.); cf. L. in viinum cedere 
come to naught. So vainGLO·RY idle 
boasting, empty pride (Cursor M.), after 
(O)F. vaine gloire, L. viina glOria (Livy); 
vainGLO'RIOus. xv; after OF. vaneglorie!IS, 
medL. viinagloriosus (viiniglorius); so Sp., 
It. vanaglorioso. Cf. VANITY. 

vair ve;~r fur from the squirrel with grey 
back and white belly XIII (Cursor M.); 
(her.) fur having spaces tinctured alternately 
XVI. - (O)F. vair = Pr. vair, It. vaio :
L. variu-s particoloured; see VARIOUS and 
cf. MINIVER, 

vaivode see VOIVODE. 

vakeel, vakil v;~ki'l agent, representative; 
envoy, ambassador XVII; native attorney in 
Hindu law-courts XIX.- Urdu vakil, wakil. 
Cf. WAKEEL. 



VALANCE 

valance vll:!·l;ms drapery attached length
wise and hanging down. xv. perh. -AN. 
*valance, f. valer lower, aphetic of (O)F. 
avaler; see VAIL 2, -ANCE. But the occur
rence of pl. forms such as valandes (xvr), 
-ents (xvii) may indicate deriv. from the pl. 
of the prp. used sb. (cf. ACCIDENCE). 

vale1 veil valley. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. 
vale, vaal, vaile- (O)F. val = Pr. val, Sp., 
It. ~.·alle, Rum. vale :- L. valle-s, ~·alli-s; 
cf. VALLEY. 

vale' vei·li farewell. xvr. - L. vale, imper. 
of valiJre be strong or well; cf. VALID. 

valediction Va!lidi·kJ;~n farewell taking, 
farewell utterance. XVII. - L. *vale
dictio(n-), f. valedicere, i.e. vale dicere say 
farewell; see prec. and DICTIOJo.:. So 
Valedi·ctORY 2• XVI. 

valenciennes va!l;msie·n, val1i-sjm kind of 
lace named from Valenciennes, a town of 
northern France celebrated for lace
nmnufacture. XVIII. 

valency vei·l;msi (chem.) capacity of an 
atom to combine with other atoms. XIX. 
- late L. valentia power, competence, f. 
valere be powerful (cf. VALE 2); see -ENCY. 

valentine vre·Lmtain person chosen or 
drawn by lot on St. Valentine's day as one's 
sweetheart for the coming year xv; folded 
paper with the name of a person to be 
drawn as a valentine XVI ; missive love
token sent on 14 February XIX. f. (O)F. 
Valentin - L. Valentinus name of two 
Italian saints whose festival falls on 14 
February. 

valerian v"li::l·ri::ln herbaceous plant of the 
genus Valeriana. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
valeriane - medL. valeriana (whence also 
(M)HG. baldrian). 

valet vre·lit, va!·lei gentleman's manservant. 
xvr. - (O)F. valet, also tvaslet, tvarlet (see 
VARLET) = Pr. t'aslet, Cat. vaylet (It. va!letto 
is from F., Pg. vm·!ete from Pr.) :- Rom. 
*vassellittus, dim. of *vassus (see VASSAL). 

valetudinary vrelitjii·din::~ri not in robust 
health, constantly concerned with one's 
ailments XVI; sb. XVIII. - L. valetudiniirius, 
in ill health, f. valetudin-, -tildo state of 
health, f. valere be strong or well; see VALE 2, 

-TUDE, -ARY. Hence valetudinA·RIAN adj. 
and sb. XVIII. Cf. F. va!etudinaire (XIV). 

Valhalla vrelhre·l::~ in Scand. myth., hall 
assigned to those who die in battle. XVIII 
('The Valkyriur . . . conducted them to 
Valhalla', Gray 1768). - rnodL. Valhalla 
-ON. Valhall-, -hQll, f. t•alr those slain in 
battle ( = OE. zvad, OS., OHG. U'al), per
haps rei. to L. ·vulnus wound) + hr;Jll HALL. 
See VALKYRIE. 

vali vall· civil governor in Turkey. XVIII. 
- Turk. vali - Arab. wali WALl; cf. 
VILA YET. 

valiant vre·li::~nt tstalwart; courageous, 
bold. xrv, ME. vailaunt, valiaunt- AN. 

VALVE 

valiaunt, OF. vail(l)ant (mod. vaillant) 
:- Rom. *valiente, for valent-, -ens, prp. of 
L. valere be strong; see VALE2, -ANT. 

valid vre·lid adequate in law XVI; well 
founded and applicable XVII. -F. valide or 
L. validus strong, powerful, effective, f. 
'lmlhe; see VALE 2, -ID\ So validiTY 
v::lli·dlti. xvr. - F. or late L. 

valise va!li·z, -s travelling case, portmanteau. 
XVII (B. Jonson). -F. valise- It. valigia 
(cf. Sp. balija); in medL. valesia, -ium, -isia; 
of unkn. origin. 

valkyrie vre·lkiri in Scand. mythology, 
war-maiden who hovers over battle-fields 
and conducts fallen warriors to Valhalla. 
xvm (Bishop Percy). -ON. Valkyrja 
'chooser of the slain', f. valr those slain in 
battle (cf. VALHALLA)+ *kur- :- *kuz-, re
duced grade of *keuz- CHOOSE. Cf. OE. 
w;e[cyrige 'Bellona', 'Erinys', 'Gorgo', 
witch, sorceress. G. Walkiire is- the ON. 
word. 

valley vre·li hollow lying between hills. XIII 
(RGlouc.). -AN. valey, OF. valee (mod. 
~·allee) = Pr. val/ada, It. ~:allata :-Rom. 
*valliita, f. L. t•allis, -es; see -Y6• 

vallota vrelou·t::~ genus of amaryllidaceous 
plants. XIX. modL., f. name of Antoine 
Vallot, French botanist (1594-I671). 

vallum va!·l::~m rampart of earth, etc. xvu 
(Holland). L., coli. f. val! us stake, palisade; 
cf. INTERVAL. 

valonia vrelou·ni::~ acorns of certain species 
of oak. XVIII. -It. vallonia (whence F. 
vallonee)- mod Gr. baldnia, beldnia, pl. of 
baldni, beldni (Gr. bdlanos) acorn = L. 
glans GLAND. 

valour vre·l;u A. tvalue, worth XIV; B. 
(after valorous) courage in conflict, prowess 
XVI. -OF. valour (mod. valeur value) = Pr. 
valor worth, strength, succour, Sp. valor, It. 
t•alore :- late L. valor-, valor, f. valere be 
strong, powerful, worth; see VALE 2, -ouR2• So 
va·lorous valiant, courageous. xv (Caxton). 
-OF. •valerous (mod. valeureux) or medL. 
vali5ri5sus. 

valse v5ls waltz. XVIII. -F. valse- G. 
zvalzer WALTZ. 

value vre·lju adequate equivalent; material 
or monetary worth; tworth, worthiness ; 
relative status or estimate XIV; amount 
represented by a symbol xvr. - OF. value, 
fern. pp. formation from valoir be worth 
:- L. valere be strong, healthy, effective, be 
worth; see VALE 2 ; cf. Sp. valua, It. valuta. 
Hence vb. estimate the value of xv; con
sider of value XVI; whence va·luABLE. xvr, 
valuA·TION. XVI (cf. OF., Sp. valuacion). 
(From xv to early XVII tvalure was a fre
quent variant, alt. form of valuur, valur, 
after -URE.) 

valve vrelv either of the leaves of a folding 
door XIV (Trevisa); one of the halves of a 
hinged shell; (anat.) membranous fold; 
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VAMBRACE 

device resembling a flap, lid, etc. XVII. 
- L. valva leaf of a door, (chiefly pl.) folding 
doors, prob. rei. to volvere roll (see INVOLVE, 
REVOLVE, VOLUTE). Cf. F. valve, Pg. valva. 
So va·lvulAR. xvm. - modL. valvuliiris, f. 
valvula, dim. of L. valva. 

vambrace vre·mbreis defensive armour for 
the arm. XIV. ME. vazm(t)bras- AN. vaunt
bras, aphetic of OF. avantbras, f. avant 
before (:-Rom. *ab ante) + bras arm 
(:- L. bracchium- Gr. brakhi6n, f. brakhus 
short); cf. ADVANCE, AVAUNT, BRACE1 • 

vamose v;;,mou·s, vamoose v;;,mu:s (orig. 
U.S.) to make off, decamp. XIX. - Sp. 
vamos let us go :- L. viidiimus rst pers. pl. 
pres. subj. of viidere go (cf. EVADE, INVADE, 
PERVADE). 

vamp1 vremp part of hose covering the foot 
and ankle xm; part of a boot or shoe cover
ing the front of the foot XVII. -AN. 
*vaurnpe, aphetic of OF. avantpie (mod. 
avantpied), f. avant before (see prec.) +pie( d) 
:- L. pede-m, pes FOOT. Hence vamp vb. 
provide with a vamp, patch XVI; produce as 
by patching XVII; extemporize (an accom
paniment, etc.) XVIII. (jJ For the fall of 
AN. -e cf. ASSIGN", COSTIVE, etc.; the full 
form was repr. by tvamp(e)y XV-XVII. 

vamp• vremp (sl.) woman who employs 
her sexual attraction unscrupulously. xx. 
Shortening of next. 

vampire vre·mpai;)J preternatural malig
nant being, supposed to suck blood; person 
who preys upon others; (after Buffon) kind 
of bat supposed to suck blood. XVIII. -F. 
vampire or G. varnpir- Magyar varnpir 
-identical form in Sl. langs., in which there 
are vars. such as Bulg. vapir, Russ upyr', 
Pol. upi6r; the ult. origin may be Turk. 
uber witch. 

vamplate vre·mpleit plate on a lance serv
ing as a guard for the hand. XIV. -AN. 
vauntplate, f. vaunt-, aphetic of (O)F. 
avant- before (see VAMP1)+plate PLATE. 

van1 vren winnowing basket or shovel xv; 
shovel used in testing ore, etc.; (poet.) wing 
xvn ; sail of a windmill XIX. Southern and 
western var. of FAl\11 prob. reinforced by 
(O)F. van or L. vannus. (jJFor initial v 
rep!. f cf. tvade, tvardingale, VANE, VAT, 
VENEER, VENT 2, VIAL, VIXEN. 

Van2 vren. XVII. Short for VANGUARD. 

van 3 vren covered vehicle for conveying 
goods. XIX. Shortening of CARAVAN. 

vanadium V;)nei·di;)m chemical element. 
xrx. - modL. vanadium (Sefstrom, r83o), 
f. ON. Vanadis name of the Scan d. goddess 
Freyja; see -ruM. 

VANQUISH 

-uli- Germ. *Wandal-, -il-, -ul- (repr. by 
OE. Wendlas pl., OHG. Wentil- in personal 
names, G. Wandale, ON. Vendill); cf. F. 
Vandale, etc. Hence va·ndabsM. XVIII; 
after F. vandalisme (Henri Gregoire c.I793). 

Vandyke vrendai·k portrait by Vandyke; 
lace or linen collar in the style of those 
depicted in his portraits XVIII ; deep-cut 
point on a garment, etc. XIX. Name of 
Sir Anthony Vandyke (anglicized form of 
Van Dyck), Flemish painter I599-1641. 
Hence as vb. provide with deep-cut points 
or zigzag ornament. XVIII. 

vane vein plate of metal rotating on a 
spindle to show the direction of the wind 
XV ; sail of a windmill ; sight of a surveying 
instrument XVI ; web of a feather XVIII. 
Southern and western var. of tfane (r) flag, 
banner, (z) weather-cock, OE. fana = 
OFris.fana,fona, OS., OHG .fano (G.fahne), 
Goth. fana cloth :- Germ. *!anon :- pre
Germ. *ponon-, rei. to L. pannus piece of 
cloth, OSI. oJpona curtain, ponjava piece 
of cloth, curtain. Cf. VAN1• 

vang vrerJ (naut.) rope for steadying the 
gaffs of a sail. xvm. - Du. vang in vanglijn 
painter. 

vanguard vre·ngiiJd foremost division of 
an army. xv. Earlier vandgard, var. of 
tvantgard, aphetic of tavantgard (xv) -
(O)F. avant-garde, tavangarde, f. avant 
before (:-Rom. *ab ante)+ garde GUARD. 
Earlier forms were tvantward (xm), 
tavantu:ard (xiv), tvanu•ard (xv), vaward 
(XIV), the latter being familiar in echoes of 
Sh. '2 Hen. IV' I ii 200. 

vanilla voni·l;) (pod of) climbing orchid, 
Vanilla planifolia xvn; aromatic substance 
obtained therefrom xvm. - Sp. vainilla, 
dim. of vaina sheath :- L. vagina VAGINA. 
In early use in various ( esp. perverted) 
forms, e.g. vaynilla, vanello, -il(l)io; -illo; 
finally assim. to F. vanille. Cf. It. vainiglia, 
Pg1 bainilha. 

vanish vre·nif disappear rapidly. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). Aphetic- e(s)vaniss-, leng
thened stem (see -ISH 2) of OF. e(s)vanir = 
It. svanire, Pg. esvahir ( cf. Pr. esvanezir) 
:-Rom. *exviinire, for L. eviinescere, f. e
Ex-1+viinus empty, VAIN. 

vanity vre·nlti vain or worthless thing xm ; 
quality of being vain XIV. - (O)F. vanite = 
Sp. ~·anidad, It. vanitd :- L. viinitiitem, 
-tiis, f. viinus VAIN; see -ITY. 

Van John vren d3o·n sl. perversion of 
VINGT-UN. XIX. 

vanquish vre·!JkwiJ overcome, defeat. 
XIV. Early forms vencus (Sc. vincus), 

Vandal vre·ndol member of a Germanic venquis, venquisshe, the ven- forms being 
tribe which invaded Western Europe in the superseded by van- in XVI, by assoc. with 
fourth and fifth centuries A.D., and in 455 late OF. vain-, and the ending assim. to 
sacked Rome XVI; destroyer of beautiful or -ISH 2 in xv; f. pp. vencus and pt. venquis of 
venerable things XVII. - L. Vandalus, pl. OF. veintre, vaintre (mod. vaincre) :- L. 
Vandali (Pliny), also -alii, -ilii (Tacitus), vincere conquer (cf. VICTOR). 
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VANTAGE 

Vantage va·nted3 tadvantage, profit XIII 
(Cursor M.); position of superiority xv; 
tadditional amount XVI; (in lawn tennis) 
XIX. -AN. vantage, aphetic of OF. avan
tage ADVANTAGE. 

vant-brace var. of VAMBRACE. XIV. 

vapid vre·pid flat, insipid (of beverages) 
XVII; (of talk, etc.) XVIII. - L. vapidus, rei, 
to ·vappa flat or sour wine, and perh. 
further to vapor VAPOUR; see -m1 • 

vapour vei·p;u steam, steamy exhalation 
xrv (Ch., Wyclif); (pl.) exhalations arising 
in the human body xv; (arch.) morbid 
condition resulting from these XVII. - (O)F. 
vapeur, t-our(= Sp. vapor, It. vapore) or 
L, vapore-m, vapor steam, heat; see prec. 
and -mm2 • So va·porm:s. xvr. f. late L. 
vaporus or - late L. vaporosus; cf. F. 
vaporeux. 

Varangian Vo:lrre·nd3io:ln one of the Scand. 
rovers who in rx-x overran parts of Russia 
and reached Constantinople. XVIII (Gib
bon). f. medL. Varangus- medGr. Bd
rangos- (through Slav. langs.) ON. V<i:ringi 
(pl. Vmringjar), prob. f. vdr (pl. vdrar) 
plighted faith; see -IAN. 

varec(h) vre·rek seaweed XVII; carbonate of 
soda obtained from it XIX. -F. varec(h), 
OF. zvarec, vrec- ON. *zvrek WRECK. 

variable veo:l·ri;~bl liable to vary. xrv (Ch., 
Trevisa). - (O)F. variable- L. variabilis, f. 
variare; see VARY, -ABLE. Hence va·ria
bHrTY. XVIII. So variANCE vea·rio:lns 
vanatwn, difference XIV; discrepancy; 
dissension xv (at v. XVI). -OF. variance 
- L. variantia, f. variare. va·riANT tin
constant, not uniform (Ch.); diverse, differ
ing (from) XIV; sb. XIX. - (O)F. variant. 
variA·TION tdifference, divergence XIV 
(Ch.); fact or instance of varying XVI. 
- (O)F. or L. 

varicose vre·rikous (of a vein) affected with 
a varix. XVIII. - L. varicosus, f. varic-, varix 
dilated vein (in Eng. use from XIV, comb. 
form varico- in varicocele (xviii), f. Gr. kele 
tumour); see -osE1• 

variegate ve;,·riegeit make varied XVII. f. 
pp. stem of L. ·variegare (Apuleius), f. L. 
varius VARIOUS; see -ATE3 • So variegA·
TION. XVII. 

variola vo:lrai·o:lla (med.) smallpox. XVIII. 
- late L. variola· pustule, pock, f. L. varius 
speckled, variegated, VARIOUS. 

variorum ve;~n:>·r;~m edition of a work 
containing the observations of various com
mentators. XVIII. g, pl. m. of L. varius 
VARIOUS in phr. editio cum notis variorum 
'edition with the notes of various' (editors). 

various ve~·ri~s tvariable, changeable XVI; 
varied, variegated; (with pl.) differing from 
one another XVII (Milton). f. L. varius; see 
··IOT:S. So variETY V:Jrai·lti. xvr. - (O)F. 
or L. 

VASELINE 

varlet vii·Jlit attendant, e.g. on a knight 
xv; knave, rascal xvr. - OF. varlet, var. of 
vaslet, vadlet VALET. 

varmint vii·Jmint (dial.) vermin XVI; 
troublesome or mischievous creature XVIII. 
var. of varmin VERMIN, with parasitic t as in 
peasant, tyrant. 

varnish va·.miJ solution of resinous matter 
used for providing a hard shiny coat XIV; 
fig. XVI. ME. ·vernisch- (O)F. vernis 
(whence also Du. ·vernis, G. firnis) ~ Pr. 
vernitz Sp, barniz, It. vernice :- medL. 
veronice-m, veronix (VIII) fragrant resin, 
sandarac, or- medGr. berenike, pro b. ap
pellative use of the town-name (Berenice, 
in Cyrenaica). So va·rnish vb, xrv, -OF. 
verniss(i)er, -ic(i)er = It. verniciare (cf. Pr. 
envernizar, Sp. barnizar), f. the sb. (F. 
vernir, -iss- xvr is a new formation on 
the sb.). 

varsity vii·Jslti XIX (earlier tversity XVII). 
colloq. clipped form of UNIVERSITY; cf. 
varsal (xvn), early tversal (xvi, Sh.), for 
universal. 

varsovienne viiJsouvie·n dance resembling 
Polish national dances. xrx. F., fern. of 
varsovien, f. Varsm:ie Warsaw. 

varvel vii·Jv~l metal ring attached to a 
hawk's jess. XVI. Earlier tvervel- (O)F. 
·vervelle, tvarvelle, syncopated form of 
vertevelle :- Rom. *vertibella, beside *verti
bellum (whence F. verveux, It. bertovello 
hoop-net), dim. of late L. vertibulum joint, 
f. vertere tum (cf. VERTEBRA) with suffix of 
instrument as in L. infundibulum funnel. 
( Cf. dial. vardle XVI, vartizvell XVIII eye of 
a hinge, hinge.) 

vary ve;J·ri undergo change, cause to 
change. XIV (Ch., Wyclif, Trevisa). - (O)F. 
varier or L. variare (whence also Sp. variar, 
It. variare), f. varius VARIOUS. Hence 
varied vc;,·rid diverse XVI (Sh.); variegated 
xviii; see -ED1 and cf. F. varie, L. variatus 
(Apuleius); twice in Sh., but not gen. 
current before XVIII (Prior, Pope). 

vascular vre·skju!;~J pert. to tubular vessels. 
XVII. - modL. vascularis, f. L. vasculum, 
dim. of vas vessel ; see next and -AR. 

vase viiz, (formerly) v5z, (earlier, now U.S.) 
veis, veiz ornamental vessel of circular 
section. XVII. F. vase - L. vas, earlier also 
vasum, vasus vessel, dish, implement, 
utensil, pl. military baggage. Rhymes used 
by Swift, Byron, Emerson, Whittier, and 
Lowell show the pronunc. veis. (In xvu 
the L. pl. vasa was used as pl. and s. in Eng, 
contexts.) A comb. form vaso- vei·sou is 
used in physiol. and path. terms relating to 
vascular parts XIX. 

vaseline vre·s;Jlin, vre·z- proprietary name, 
registered as a trade mark in I872 by the 
Chesebrough Manufacturing Company, for 
an ointment or lubricant obtained from 
petroleum. xrx. irreg. f. G. zvasser va·s~r 
WATER·f- Gr. el!aion OIL+-INE6• 
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VASSAL 

vassal v<e·s;Jl tenant in fee XIV; trans£. and 
fig. xv. - (O)F. vassal = Pr. vasal (whence 
Sp. vasallo, It. vassallo) :- medL. vassallus 
man-servant, retainer, of Celtic origin; the 
simplex vassus (see VAVASOUR) corr. to 
OGaulish -vassus in personal names, e.g. 
Dagovassus, OBret. uuas (Bret. goaz), W. 
gzvas, Ir. foss servant. So va·ssalAGE. XIV 
-OF. vassalage (mod, vasselage) = Pr. 
vassalatge. 

vast vast of immense size or amount. XVI. 
- L. vastus waste, uncultivated, immense 
(whence also F. vaste, Sp., It. vasto), pp. 
formation on a base *was-, repr. also by L. 
vtinus (:- *zvdsnos) VAIN, vasczts empty, Ir. 
fds empty, and vVGerm. *wast- (OE. weste, 
OS. zvosti, OHG. wuosti, Du. u:oest, G. 
wust). Hence va·stY1• XVI (Sh.). 

vat v<et cask or tun for liquid. XIII. 
Southern and western var. ofjat, OE.fmt = 
OFris. Jet, OS. fat (Du. vat), OHG. fa:, 
(G.fass), ON. fat:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*fatam vessel, cask, rei. to OFris. fatia, 
MLG. vaten, OHG.fa,;0 on (G. fassen hold, 
contain, seize), f. *fat-, whence also OE. 
fetel, etc. (see FETTLE); IE. *pod- is repr. 
also by Lith. pzldas pot, Lett. puods, 
OPruss. dim. podalis. For initial v cf. VAN1 • 

Vatican v<e·tik:m palace of the Pope on the 
Vatican Hill in Rome. XVI. -F. Vatican or 
L. Vtiticiinus (sc. co/lis hill, mons mountain); 
see -AN. 

vaticinate v;~ti·sineit predict. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. viiticiniiri, f. viites seer, prophet, 
poet, rei. to Ir. fdith poet, W. gwaz~·d song 
of praise, and Germ. *woo- (whence OE. 
zvod mad, zvop song, OHG. zvuot rage, OJ'\. 
6or possessed, inspired, 6or poetry, Goth. 
zvod-, *~cops possessed). So vaticiDA·TION 
V<et·-. XVII (Holland). - L. 

vaudeville vou·d:JVi! light popular song 
XVIII; light stage performance interspersed 
with songs XIX. -F. ·vaudeville ttypical 
song or play, theatrical piece interspersed 
with rhymes, alt. of vaudevire (xv), f. Vau 
de Vire 'valley of Vire', name of a region of 
Calvados, ~ormandy, the songs of which 
had a vogue in xv. 

Vaudois vou·dwa. xvr. F. :- medL. Wal
densis WALDE;>;SIAN. 

vault1 volt arched roof or ceiling xrv; 
burial chamber XVI. ME. voute, vaute
OF. voute, vaute (mod. ·vozlte) = Pr. volta, 
vouta, Pg., It. volta:- Rom. *volta, *val
vita, pp. fern. (for ·voluta) of L. volvere tum 
(cf. VOLUTE). So vault vb.- OF. vouter 
(mod. vouter). The sp. with l appeared XV 
(after later OF. usage), and permanently 
influenced the pronunc. as in FAULT. Hence 
vau·ltAGE. XVI (Sh.). 

vault1 villt tleap on to (a horse) XVI; leap 
with the support of the hand XVII. -OF. 

VEGA 

*volvitiire, frequent. f. L. volvere roll (see 
VOLUTE) ; assim. to prec. 

vaunt v5nt (arch.) boast; pro b. orig. ref!. 
XIV- A::-.;, vaunter, (O)F. vanter = Pr. 
vantar :-late L. vtinitiire, later vantare, 
f. vtinus VAIN; partly aphetic of earlier 
tavaunt (-OF. avanter). 

vaunt-courier v5·nt-, vli·ntkuri;J~ one of an 
advance guard; forerunner (now in echoes 
of Sh. 'Lear' m ii s). XVI. Also van-courier; 
aphetic of avant-courier- F. avant-courrier; 
cf. COURIER. 

vavasour v<e·V;JSU:J~ feudal tenant imme
diately below a baron. XIII. ME. vauasour, 
-er, later also valvasour (XVI-)- OF. 
vavas(s)our (mod. vavasseur)- medL. vavas
sor, supposed, but without conclusive 
evidence, to derive from medL. ·vassus vas
sorum 'VASSAL of vassals'. Cf. Pr. va(l)vasor, 
It. valvassore, bm·bassoro. 

vaward see VANGUARD. 

veal vi! flesh of a calf XIV (Ch.); (dial.) calf 
XV. -AN. vel, veel = OF. nom. ·veiaus, obi. 
veel (mod. veau), Pr. vedel, Cat. vedell, It. 
vitello :- L. vitellu-s, dim. of vitulus calf, 
perh. orig. 'yearling' (cf. Gr. retelon 
yearling, f. pftos year; the base is repr. also 
by Skr. vatsds calf, OE. zceper WETHER, 
Goth. zviprus lamb). 

vector ve·kt5~ t(astron.) for radius v. 
variable line drawn to a curve from a fixed 
point XVIII; (math.) quantity having direc
tion as well as magnitude XIX (W. R. Hamil
ton, 1843). - L. vector carrier, traveller, 
rider, ·agent-noun f. vect-, pp. stem of 
vehere carry; see WAY, -TOR. 

Veda vei·d;J any of the four ancient sacred 
books of the Hindus. XVIII. - Skr. veda 
knowledge, sacred knowledge, sacred book, 
f. *zvid- know (see wn2

). Hence VediC 
vei·dik, vi·dik pert. to the Vedas; sb. the 
language of these, an early form of Sanskrit. 
XIX. -F. vedique or G. vedisch. 

vedette vide·t mounted sentry in advance 
of outposts. XVII. - F. vedette scout, 
sentinel - It. 'L·edetta, alt. (after vedere see) 
of south It. veletta, f. Sp. vela watch, f. velar 
watch ( = F. veiller, etc.) :- L. vigiliire; see 
VIGILA;>;T, -ETTE. 

veer1 vi:u trun out (a line) XV; allow to 
drift further off XVI; pay out (a cable) XVII. 
- (M)Du. vieren let out, slacken (whence 
also G. vieren, fieren, Sw. jira, Da. fire) = 
OHG. fieren, fiaren give direction to. 

veer• vi;J~ change course or direction 
(spec. clockwise) of wind. XVI. - (O)F. 
virer = Pr., Sp. virar, It. virare :- Rom. 
*vi1·iire, perh. alt. of L. gyriire GYRATE, by 
assoc. with a verb beginning with v, e.g. 
•uertere tum or vibriire shake. 

volter, vaulter tum (a horse), gambol, vega1 vei·g;~ fertile plain in Spain and 
leap = Cat. voltar upset, Pg. voltar roll, Spanish America. XVII. - Sp. (Cat.) vega= 
It. voltare :- Rom. *voltiire, *voliitare or Pg. veiga. 
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VEGA 

vega 2 vi·g;> (astron.) "'Lyne. xvn. - Sp. 
(medL.) vega- Arab. wiiqi' falling, in al 
nasr al wiiqi' 'the falling vulture', constella
tion Lyra. 

vegetable ve·d3it;>bl thaving the life 
characteristic of a plant xrv; pert. to plants 
XVI ; sb. plant XVI; plant cultivated for food 
xvm. - (O)F. vegetable or late L. vegetiibilis 
animating, vivifying, f. L. vegetiire animate, 
enliven, f. vegetus active, f. vegere be active; 
see WAKE3 , -ABLE. So ve·getAL1• XV.- medL. 
*vegetiilis (whence F. vegetal, etc.). vege
tA·RIAN. XIX (the Vegetarian Society was 
formed at Ramsgate in I847). irreg. f. 
vegetable. ve·getATE3 grow or develop after 
the manner of a vegetable xvn ; live the life 
of a vegetable, i.e. a dull monotonous 
existence XVI!!. f. pp. stem of L. vegetiire. 
vegetA·TION growth as of plants XVI; 
concr. xvn. - L. (whence F. vegetation, 
etc.). ve·getATIVE pert. to growth. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. vegetatij, -ive or medL. 
vegetiitivus; a reduced form ve·getive was 
common XVI-XV!!. vegete vid3H healthy. 
xvn. - L. vegetus. 

vehement vi-im;>nt intense, severe; very 
forcible. xv. - (O)F. vehement or L. ·vehe
ment-, -ens impetuous, violent, perh. for 
*viJmens 'deprived of mind' (cf. viJcors 
cowardly), altered by assoc. with vehere 
carry (see WAY). So ve·hemEl'iCE. xvr. 
-F.-L. 

vehicle vi·ikl, vi·hikl medium of applica
tion or transmission (first in medical use); 
means of conveyance or transport. xvn. 
- F. vehicule (xvr, Pan!) or L. vehiculum 
(also current xvn-xvnr), f. vehere carry; 
see WAY, WEIGH, -CLE. So vehiculAR 
vihi·kjO.l;>J. XVII. -late L. 

vehmgericht vei.:mg;>rixt, llfe·m- (hist.) 
secret tribunal active in Westphalia from 
xn to XVI. XIX (Scott). -G. vehmgericht 
(now fe(h)mgericht), f. vehm (of unlm. 
origin) + gericht court, tribunal (OHG. gi
rihti), rei. to recht RIGHT. 

veil veil article of attire covering head or 
face ; piece of cloth used as a hanging xm ; 
fig. XIV. -AN. veile and veil = OF. voile 
and voil (mod. voile m. veil, fern. sail) :- L. 
vela pl. sails and velum sg. sail, curtain, 
veil. L. velum veil is referred by some to 
*weslom (f. *wes- as in vestis VEST1), and so 
distinguished from velum sail :- *wegslom, 
f. *weg- of vehere carry (see WAY); others 
assume the same origin, viz. *wegzlom, 
f. *weg- weave (Oir. figim I weave, W. 
gwen weave; cf. WAX1). Hence veil vb. xrv 
(Wycl. Bible) f. the sb. after OF. tveiler, 
F. voiler or L. viJliire. 

vein vein A. tubular vessel in which blood 
is conveyed through the animal body XIII 
(of a leaf XVI); B. tsmall channel through 
which water flows xm ; line of deposit of 
mineral or earthy matter xrv; C. strain of 
some quality; natural tendency; charac
teristic style; personal disposition; humour, 

~VELVET 

mood xvr. - (O)F. veine = Pr., Sp., It. 
vena :-L. vena (cf. VENous). Like Gr. cf>M.P 
L. vena was used of mineral deposits, 
watercourses, and the veins of leaves; it 
was further applied to the innate or inward 
part or nature of a thing, natural disposition, 
(poetic) genius. F. veine is used absol. for 
veine poetique (phr. se sentir en veine be in
spired) ; cf. in the vein in a suitable mood 
(Sh.). Hence vei·nY1 • XVI. 

velar vi·l;>J A. (archit.) resembling a sail 
xvm ; B. pert. to the velum XIX. - L. veliiris 
(whence also F. velaire, etc.), f. ·velum 
curtain; see VELUM, -AR. 

veld, formerly veldt felt, (erron.) velt 
unenclosed country in S. Africa. xrx. 
Afrikaans veld, earlier veldt FIELD. 

veld(t) shoe felt fii S. African light shoe of 
untanned hide. XIX. -Afrikaans veldschoen 
(now velskoen), ult. by assim. to VELD of earlier 
•velschoen, f. vel skin, FELL1 +schoen SHOE. 

velitation velitei·J::Jn skirmish. xvn. - L. 
velitiitio(n-), f. <c·elitiire, f. velites, pl. of veles 
light-armed soldier, perh. rei. to viJlox; see 
VELOCITY, -AT!ON. 

velleity veli·lti low degree of volition. xvn. 
- medL. velleitiis (whence also F. ·celleite, 
etc.\ f. L. velle to wish, WILL2 ; see -ITY. 

vellum ve·l::Jm fine parchment prepared 
from calf-skin. XV (velim). - (O)F. velin, 
f. veel VEAL+-in -INE1 ; for the change of 
n to m cf. pilgrim, ·venom. 

velocipede vih>·sipid (hist.) 'a wheel 
carriage to ride cock-horse upon, sitting 
astride and pushing it along with the toes, 
a rudder-wheel in hand' (Keats); invented 
by Baron Drais and patented in England 
I8I8; early form of pedal bicycle XIX 
(c.I8so). -F. velocipede, f. L. velox (see 
next)+ped-, pes FOOT. 

velocity vilo·siti swiftness of motion XVI; 
rapidity of operation xvu. - (O)F. <c·elocite 
or L. velocitiis, f. velox swift, rapid, f. 
*vegslo-, f. base of vegere; see VEGETABLE, 
-ITY. 

velour v::Jlu::J·J hatter's plush pad XVIII; 
fabric with velvety pile XIX. - F. velours 
(whence tvelure velvet xvr), alt. of OF. 
velous = Pr. velos prop. adj. (sc. drap 
cloth) :- L. villosus hairy, downy, f. villus 
tuft of hair, pl. clown, prob. rei. to vellus 
fleece, f. vellere pluck. 

velum vi-l::Jm (anat.) soft palate XVIII; 
(zoo!., bot.) membranous structure xrx. 
modL., in full v. palati, v. pendulum veil of 
the palate, pendulous veil; see VEIL. 

velvet ve·lvit fabric of silk having a dense 
smooth pile XIV; soft downy skin of a deer's 
hom xv. ME. orig. three syll. (cf. the vars. 
velou•et, velewet)- OF. veluotte, f. velu 
velvety = Pr. velut, Sp. •velludo, It. velluto 
(for *villuto) velvety, velvet- medL. villu
tus, f. L. villus down (cf. VELOUR); veluet 
passed through the stage velwet (xv-xvr) on 
its way to velvet. Hence velvetEE·N xvur. 



VENAL 

venal vi·n<)l exposed for sale; capable of 
being bought over XVII ; mercenary XVIII. 
- L. veniilis, f. venum that is for sale (also 
veni'i, later venui), obi. cases of *venus (cf. 
venire be sold, lit. 'go for sale', vendere sell, 
VEND), rei. to Gr. onos purchase price, one 
purchase, i'inelsthai buy, Skr. vasnds price, 
vasndm wages, Arm. gin price, gnem I buy 
:- *wesno- *wosno-; see -AL1. 

venatic vime·tik pert. to hunting. XVII. 
- L. veniiticus, f. pp. stem of veniiri hunt; 
see VENERY\ -ATIC. 

vend vend sell; give utterance to. xvn. 
- (O)F. vendre or L. ·vendere, f. venum (see 
VENAL)+-dere, var. of dare give (cf. ADD). 
So ve·nder, ve·ndor (the second is the 
more technical sp.). XVI. -AN. vendor, -dour 
(modF. vendeur); see -ER\ -OR; hence 
vendEE'. xvr. ve·ndmLE saleable. XIV (Wycl. 
Bible), - L. 

vendace ve·ndls small freshwater fish 
Coregonus vandesius. XVIII. -OF. vendese, 
-oise (mod. vandoise)- Gaulish *vindesia, 
f. *vindos white (cf. Olr. find, W. gwynn 
white). 

vendetta vende·t;J blood-feud. XIX. - It. 
vendetta :- L. vindicta vengeance ; see 
VINDICTIVE. 

vendue vendju· (U.S. and W. Indies) 
public sale, auction. XVII. - Du. vendu, 
tvendue- (O)F. (now dial.) vendue sale, f. 
vendre VEND. 

veneer vlni;J· .r cover with a thin coating of 
finer wood. XVII. Recorded first in the 
gerund faneering, later fineering (common 
in XVIII), veneering (from early xvm)
G. furni(e)rung, fourni(e)rung, vbl. sb. of 
furniren- (O)F. fournir FURNISH. So 
venee·r sb. XVIII. The loss of r in the 
(unstr.) first syll. is seen also in Da. finer, 
Sw. faner, Russ. fanera. 

venerable ve·n;J.r;Jbl worthy of being 
revered. XV. - (O)F. venerable or L. 
veneriibilis (whence also Sp. venerable, etc.), 
f. veneriiri; see -ABLE. So ve·nerATE3

• XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. veneriiri, f. vener-, venus; 
see VENERY 2• venerA·TION. XV- (O)F. or L. 

venereal vlni;J·ri;Jl pert. to sexual desire or 
intercourse xv; (of disease) communicated 
by sexual intercourse xvn. f. L. venereus, 
f. vener-, venus love; see VENERY 2• 

Several parallel forms have been current, 
with varying range of meanings, based on 
L. venereus or venerius: tvene·rEAN, 
tvene·rEous, tvene·riAL. XVI; t vene·riAN. 
xv; tvenerien. XIV (Ch., Gower)- (O)F. 
venerien; tvener·roUS. XVI; also tv·enerot:s. 
xvi; cf. F. tvenereux. 

venery1 ve·n;J.ri sport of hunting; tanimals 
hunted. XIV. - (O)F. venerie, f. vener = 
Rum. ·vzna :- Rom. *ventire, for L. ventiri 
hunt; see -ERY, and cf. VENISON. 

venery• ve·n<)ri indulgence of sexual desire. 
xv. - medL. veneria, f. L. vener-, venus love 

VENT 

(personified as a goddess by the ancient 
Romans); see WISH, -ERY. 

venesection venise·kJ;Jn phlebotomy. XVII. 
- medL. veme sectii'i 'cutting of a vein' ; see 
VEIN, SECTION. 

Venetian vini·J::ln pert. to Venice, a city in 
NE. Italy. xv (Lydg.). Late ME. Venicien 
-OF. Venicien (mod. Venitien); later assim. 
to medL. venetiiinus, f. L. Venetia (It. Vene
zia). Venetian blind, red xvm. 

vengeance ve·nd3:ms act of avenging one
self or another. XIII (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
vengeance, f. venger (whence arch. venge 
XIII) = Pr. venjar, Sp. vengar, It. vendicare 
:- L. vindiciire VINDICATE; see -ANCE. So 
ve·ngeFUL1

• XVI (Spenser). f. ·venge, after 
revengeful; cf. avengeful (XVI). 

venial vl·ni;,l (theol., of sin) not mortal xm 
(Cursor M.); that may be excused XVI. 
-OF. venial (mod. veniel) -late L. 1:enialis, 
f. ~·enia forgiveness, indulgence, f. base of 
venus; see VENERY2, -IAL. 

venire XVII, short for venire facias 
vlnai;J·ri fei·Jires writ requiring a sheriff to 
summon a jury. xv. L. venire COME, facias 
you are to cause, znd pers. sg. pres. subj. of 
facere no1 , make. 

venison ven·z;)n, (U.S.) ven·iz;,n, (Sc.) 
ve·nisn flesh of an animal killed in the 
chase XIII ; (arch.) beast of the chase XIV. 
ME. veneso(u)n, venisozm- OF. veneso(u)n 
-ison (mod. venaison) = Pr. venaiz6 :- L: 
veniitii'i(n-) hunting, hunt, game, f. veniiri; 
see VENERY\ -ATION. 

venite vlnai·ti invitatory psalm at matins. 
xm. - L. venite, imper. pl. of venire COME; 
first word of Psalm xc[i]v, beginning 
'Venite, exultemus Domino' 0 come, let us 
sing unto the Lord. 

venom ve·n;,m poison, lit. and fig. XIII. 
ME. venim- OF. venim, (also mod.) venin 
:-Rom. *venimen, alt. (after L. words in 
-imen) of L. venenum potion, drug, poison 
(whence Pr. vere, Cat. veri, It. veleno, Rum. 
venin), perh. :- *zvenesnom love potion, f. 
venus love (see VENERY 2). So ve·nom vb. 
XIV; now rare, cf. envenom. ve·nomous 
tpernicious XIII; poisonous XIV. - (O)F. 
venimeux, f. venim, after late L. veneni'isus. 

venose vi·nous veined. XVII. - L. venosus 
f. vena VEIN; see -osE1. So ve·nous. XVI; 
(Bacon); pert. to a vein or veins XVII; con
tained in the veins )( arterial XVIII. 

vent1 vent tprovide with an outlet for gas, 
etc. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); tdischarge 
(fluid); give free course to, utter XVI; intr. 
t(of animals) scent, (of others, etc.) rise to 
the surface to breathe XVI. prob. aphetic of 
tavent (XIV)- OF. aventer, var. of esventer 
(mod. eventer) create wind, expose to the air, 
divulge, scent = Pr., Cat. esventar, It. sven
tare, Rum. zvfnta :- Rom. *exventiire, f. L. 
ex Ex-1 +ventum WIND1• Hence (partly after 
F. tesvent, event) vent sb. A. tdischarge, 
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VENT 

utterance; issue, outlet XVI ; means of out
let, opportunity of escape XVII ; B. anus ; 
aperture, outlet XVI; way out XVII. 

vent2 vent opening or slit in a garment. 
XV. var. of (dial.) fent (xv)- (O)F.fente slit 
:-Rom. *findita (rep!. L. fissa), sb. use of 
fern. pp. of L. findere cleave, split (see FIS
SURE). tJf For the V cf. vade FADE\ VAN1 • 

vent3 vent disposal by sale. XVI. - (O)F. 
vente ~· Pr., Pg. venda, Sp. venta, It. ven
dita :- Rom. *vendita, fern. pp. formation 
on L. vendere VEND. 

ventage ve·ntid3 (arch.) finger-hole in a 
wind instrument. XVII (Sh. 'Hamlet' III ii 
373). f. VENT1 +·AGE. 

ventail ve·nteil tneck-piece of armour; 
lower part of the front of a helmet. XIV. 
-OF. vantail or vantaille ( = Pr. ventalha, 
It. ventaglia), f. vent WIND1• See -AL2. 

venter ve·nta.I A. any of two or more wives 
who have borne children to the same man 
XVI; B. belly, abdomen XVII. In A -law
F. venter, for (O)F. ventre :- L. ~·enter 
belly; in B. immed.- L. Two comb. forms 
are used in medical terms, ventri- and 
ventro- (see -o-). XIX. 

ventiduct ve·ntidAkt passage serving to 
introduce cool or fresh air. XVII. f. L. 
ventus WIND1+ductus DUCT. 

ventil ve·ntil valve controlling wind supply 
in an organ. XIX. -G. ventil- It. ventile 
- medL. ventile sluice. 

ventilate ve·ntileit tblow away xv (once); 
investigate freely, sift by discussion XVI; 
give free utterance to; twinnow; tinerease 
(flame), set (air) in motion; blow upon XVII; 
supply with fresh air xvm. f. pp. stem of 
L. ventiliire brandish, fan, winnow, agitate, 
in late L. discuss, air a subject (whence also 
F. ventiler, etc.), f. ventus WIND1

; see -ATE 3 • 

So ventilA ·TION tmotion in the air xv ; 
tfanning, blowing XVI; free course of the 
air ; aeration ; admission of fresh air ; free 
discussion xvu. - (O)F. or L. (exposure to 
the air, Pliny; in AL. discussion). ve·nti
IATOR apparatus or opening for removing 
vitiated air and introducing a fresh supply. 
XVIII (S. Hales, 1743); hence F. ventilateur, 
etc. 

ventosity vent;J·slti flatulence XIV (Tre
visa); bombast. XVI. - (O)F. ventosite or late 
L. ventositiis, f. L. ventosus, f. ventus WIND1 ; 

see -OSITY. 
ventricle ve·ntrikl (anat.) any of the cavi

ties of the heart, brain, etc. XIV ('Lanfranc's 
Cirurgie'). - L. ventriculus, dim. of VENTER; 
see -CLE. 

ventriloquv3 ventri-l;~kwi speaking so that 
the sound appears to come from some
where other than the speaker. XVI, - modL. 
ventriloquium, f. ventri-, VENTER+ loqui 
speak, after Gr. €yyao-rp{p,v6os 'speaking in 
the belly' is superseded largely by ven
tri-loquiSM. XVIII, f. ventri-loqUIST. XVII, 

VERB 

which superseded tventriloquus (xvrr
xvnr) - late L. (Tertullian). 

venture ve·ntfa.I; -tja.I chance xv (chiefly, 
after rsoo, in phr. at a v. at random, by 
chance); chancy or speculative enterprise 
xvr. Aphetic of aventure ADVENTURE, partly 
through apprehending a- as the indef. 
article (esp. in phr. at aventure). So venture 
vb. (in various applications, trans., ref!., 
and intr.; chiefly from XVI) xv (Lydg. ; 
often venter xv-xvn). Aphetic of aventm·e 
ADVENTURE vb. Hence ve·nturER1• XVI; also 
short for merchant adventurer (xv), m. 
venturer (XVI). ve·nturous. XVI, ve·nture• 
SOME1• XVII. 

venue ve·nju A. tassault, attack XIV; thrust, 
esp. in fencing; fencing bout XVI (earlier in 
naturalized form ·veny ; cf. dial. vally 
value). B. tarrival XIV (rare); (leg.) place 
where an action is laid or to which a jury is 
summoned XVI ; place of meeting, locality 
XIX. - (O)F. ?Jenue, sb. use of pp. fern. of 
venir :- L. venire COME. 

Venus vi·n;;~s A. ancient Roman goddess of 
beauty and love OE. ; beautiful woman; 
tvenery XVI. B. (astron.) second planet in 
distance from the sun XIII; t(alch.) copper 
XIV, (her.) green xvr; (member of) genus of 
bivalve molluscs XVIII. See VE!'iERY 2• 

venville ve·nvil form of tenure in parishes 
adjoining the forest of Dartmoor, giving 
certain privileges in the use of the forest. 
XIV. Earliest forms wengefeild, vennejeild, 
vyndefeld, in which the second el. was 
replaced by VILL, and the first el. is of un
kno\vn origin. 

veracious vlrei·f;~s observant of the truth 
XVII ; conforming to the truth XVIII. f. L. 
veriici-, veri'ix, f. verzts true; see VERY, -wus. 
So veracity vlrre·slti. xvrr. - F. or medL. 

verandah, (U.S.) -da varre·nd;;~ open 
portico along the side of a house. xvm. 
- Hindi varandii ( cf. Bengali biiriindii) -
Pg. varanda, tSp. baranda railing, balus
trade, balcony, of unkn. origin. F. veranda 
is from Eng. 

veratrine ve·r;;~train poisonous alkaloid 
obtained from species of Veratrum. XIX. 
-F. veratrine, f. L. veratrum hellebore; see 
-IXE6

• 

verb v:'i.Ib (gram.) part of speech serving to 
predicate. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Prologue). 
- O(F). verbe or L. verbum WORD. So 
ve·rbAL1 dealing with words xv (Caxton); 
consisting of words, oral; pert. to a verb 
XVI ; concerned with words only xvu. 
- (O)F. verbal or late L. verbiilis. verbatim 
v;i.Ibei·tim word by word. xv. medL.; cf. 
LITERATIM. verbiAGE v:'i·.1biid3 excessive 
accumulation of words xvm ; wording XIX. 
-F. verbiage, f. tverbeier chatter, f. verbe+ 
-eier :- Rom. *'-idiiire - Gr. -{zein. Cf. 
Pg. verbiagem. verbo·sE1 wordy, prolix. 
XVII- L. verbosus. verbo·SITY. XVI. - L. 
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VERBASCUM 

verbascum v:ubre·sk::Jm mullein. XVI. L. 
(Pliny), whence Sp., Pg., It. verbasco. 

verbena v:ubi·n:~ (Roman antiq.) L., usu. pl., 
certain leaves or twigs used in sacred rites ; 
vervain. XVI. 

verb(um) sat. sap. va·.rb(::Jm) sret srep 
Shortening abbrev. of L. verbum satis 
sapienti a word to the wise (is) enough. 

verdant va·.rd:mt green (of vegetation). 
late XVI. Of obscure origin; perh. -OF. 
verdeant, prp. of verdoier (mod. -oyer) = 
It. verdeggiare (-iante) :- L. *viridiiire, f. 
viridis green, VERT1 ; with reduction to two 
syll. after prps. in -ANT and assoc. with 
VERDURE. 

verd antique va.rd apti:·k variety of green 
serpentine marble. XVIII. -F. tverd antique 
(now vert a.); also in It. form ve·rde 
anti·co. XVIII; see VERT\ ANTIQUE. 

verderer va·.rdara.r royal forester. XVI. 
-AN. verderer, extended form of verder = 
(O)F. verdier :-Rom. *viridiiriu-s, f. L. 
viridis green, VERT1 ; see -ER2• 

verdict va·.rdikt decision of a jury. XIII. 
ME. verdict- AN. verdit = OF. veir-, 
voirdit, f. veir, voir :- L. verum true+dit 
:- L. dictum saying, speech, sb. use of n. pp. 
of dicere say; see VERY, DICTION. The sp. 
with ct became current XVI; the ME. form, 
with loss oft, survives in dial. vardy. 

verdigris va·.rdigris green rust of copper. 
XIV. ME. verdegres, vertegres- OF. verte
grez, earlier vert de Grece (mod. vert-de
gris) 'green of Greece' (see VERT1), latinized 
viride grecum. The reason for the name is 
unkn.; cf. synon. G. griinspan (MHG. 
griienespiin, more usu. spiingriien) 'Spanish 
green', medL. viride Hispanicum. The for
mation was at an early date obscured and 
various corruptions ensued. 

verditer v~· .rdita.r pigment made by 
adding chalk to a solution of nitrate of 
copper. xvr. -OF. verd de terre (mod. 
vert d. t.) 'green of earth'; see VERT\ TERRA. 

verdure va·.rd3e.1, -dja.r . fresh green colour; 
green herbage XIV; tnch tapestry orna
mented with vegetation; tfreshness ; ttaste, 
savour, odour XVI. - (O)F. verdure (cf. Pr., 
Sp., Pg., It. verdura), f. tverd green; see 
VERT\ -URE. From XV to XVII freq. by-forms 
were tverder, tverdour- OF. verdour; cf. 
Pr., Sp., Pg. verdor, It. verdore and see 
-oR2• 

verge1 va.rd3 penis (now only after modF.) 
XIV; rod or wand of office xv; within the v. 
(tr. AN. dedeinz la verge, in AL. infra virgam) 
within the area subject to the Lord High 
Steward (with ref. to his rod of office); 
extreme edge, margin, bank, border xv · 
space within a boundary, scope XVII (Dry~ 
den, 'and verge enough for more', imitated 
by Gray, and echoed later). - (O)F. verge 
= Pr., Sp., It. verga, Rum. vargd :- L. 
virga rod. Hence verge vb. tborder, edge 
XVII; border (up )on, esp. fig. XVIII. 

VERMICULAR 

verge• va.1d3 tdescend towards the hori
zon ; move in a certain direction, incline, 
tend. xvu. - L. vergere bend, incline ; cf. 
CONVERGE, DIVERGE. 

verger va· .1d3a.r official bearing a rod 
before a church or university dignitary. XV. 
-AN. *verger (cf. late L. virgiirius), f. verge 
VERGE1 j see -ER2 • 

verify ve·rifai prove to be true XIV; ascer
tain the correctness of xvr. - (O)F. verifier 
- medL. verificiire, f. verus true; see VERY, 
-FY. So ve:rificA·TION. XIV. - (O)F. or 
medL. 

verily ve·rili in truth XIII (Cursor M.); in 
versions of the Bible, rendering Vulg. L. 
amen, Gr. amifn AMEN XIV. ME. verraily, 
verreli, verrili, f. VERY+ -LY2, after OF. 
verrai(e)ment (mod. vraiment), and AN. 
vei1·ement = OF. voirement (:-Rom. *vera
mente), whence tverement, tverament, 
tveriment (all XIV). 

verisb:nilar verisi·mila.I having the sem
blance of truth. XVII. f. L. verisimilis, veri 
similis 'like the truth', i.e. g. sg. of verus 
true, similis like. So ve:risimi·liruoE. xvn. 
- L. See VERY, SIMILAR, SIMILITUDE. 

verity ve·riti truth xrv; true statement or 
opinion xvi. ME. verite- (O)F. verite, repl. 
OF. verte = Pr. verdat, Sp. verdad, Pg. ver
dade, It. verita :- L. veritiitem, nom. -tiis, 
f. verus true; see VERY, -ITY. So ve·ritABLE 
ttrue; genuine, real XV (Caxton); (after 
modF.) that is really so XIX. - (O)F. veri
table; out of use by c.I6So, said by Webster 
r828 to be 'little used', re-adopted c.I8Jo. 

verjuice va·.1d3iis acid juice of unripe fruit. 
XIV. -OF. vertjus, (also mod.) verjus, i.e. 
vert jus 'green juice' ; see VERT1 , JUICE. 

vermeil va·.Imil (arch.) vermilion; adj. xv; 
sb. XVI (Spenser); (from modF.) silver gilt, 
gilt bronze XIX. - (O)F. vermeil = Pr. 
vermelh, Sp. bermejo, Pg. vermi!lho :- L. 
vermiculu-s little worm, grub, used in Vulg. 
Ex. xxxv 25 for coccum scarlet (see COCHI
NEAL), dim. of vermis WORM. See VER
MILION. 

vermi-, comb. form of L. vermis WORM, as in 
ve·rmicmE1 • XIX, ve·rmiFUGE adj. XVII, sb. 
XVIII, vermi·PAROUS. XVII, vermi•VOROUS. 
XVIII, some of which have L. or F. ante
cedents. 

vermicelli va.1mise·li, -tfe·li wheaten 
paste, of Italian origin, prepared in long 
slender hard threads. XVII. - It. vermicelli 
pl. of vermicello, dim. of verme :- L. vermi; 
WORM. 

vermicular vaJmi·kjul:u tperistaltic XVII; 
pert. to a worm or worms, vermiform XVIII. 
- medL. vermiculiiris, f. L. vermiculus 
(whence vermicle. XVII, vermicule. XVIII), 
dim. of vermis WORM, after F. vermiculaire; 
see -CULE, -AR. So vermiculA'TION being 
infested with worms; tortuous boring, as 
of a worm. xvn. - L. (Pliny), f. vermi
culiiri be worm-eaten. 
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VERMILION 

vermilion v;umi-Jj;m cinnabar or red 
mercuric sulphide XIII; colour of this, 
bright red XIV. ME. vermelyon- OF. ver
meillon ( corr. to Pr. vermelh6, Sp. bermell6n, 
-milton, It. vermiglione), f. vermeil VER.'VIEIL. 

vermin v;)·.Imin animals of a noxious or 
offensive kind. XIII. -OF. •vermin, (also 
mod.) vermine :-Rom. *verminum, -ina, 
f. L. vermin-, vermis WORM; see ·!NEt. So 
ve·rminous. XVII. -F. or L. 

vermouth, -muth vi}·.Imiit, -miip alco
holic cordial of white wine flavoured with 
wormwood, etc. XIX. - F. ·vermout- G. 
wermut (see WORMWOOD), with assim. to 
the early G. sp. wermuth. 

vernacular v:ume·kjul;J.I pert. to the 
native language. XVII. f. L. verniiculus 
domestic, native, indigenous (applied by 
Varro to native Roman words), f. verna 
home-born slave; see -AR. Also sb. XVIII. 

vernal vi}·m;Jl pert. to the spring. xvr. 
- L. vernalis, f. vernzts of the spring, f. ver 
spring; see -AL1• So vernA·TION (bot.) 
arrangement of leaves or fronds in the bud. 
XVIII. - modL. (Linmeus), f. verniire bloom, 
f. vernus. 

vernicle v;i·.Inikl cloth with which, accord
ing to legend, a woman wiped the face of 
Jesus Christ on the way to Calvary and on 
which his features were impressed; repre
sentation of this. XIV (PPI., Ch.). -OF. 
vernicle, alt. of vernique, (also mod.) veronique 
- medL. veronica, which has been supposed 
to be a perversion of "'vera icon 'true image' 
(see VERY, ICON) and was subsequently taken 
as the name of the woman herself. For the 
paras1t1c l cf. barnacle, chronicle. An 
equally old var. is vernacle, of obscure 
origin ; cf. medL. vernaculum. An earlier 
(rare) syn. is tveroni XIII (Cursor M.)- AN. 
*veronie. Veronica (xvii, Evelyn) has also 
been current. 

vernier v;';·mi;J.I movable scale for taking 
minute measurements. XVIII. - F. vernier, 
f. name of Paul Vernier (r58o-r637), French 
mathematician, who described it in 'Qua
drant nouveau de mathematiques', r63r. 

veronal ve·r;m;,l diethyl-malonyl-urea, 
used as a hypnotic. xx. - G. verona! (Emil 
Fischer), f. Verona, name of an It. town; 
said to be so named because the German 
inventor was on his way to the town at the 
time the choice of name was discussed ; see 
-AL1

• 

veronica vinJ"nik;, plant of a scrophu
lariaceous genus. XVI. Obscure use of the 
name Veronica (see VERNICLE). 

verrucose veril·kous full of warty ex
crescences. xvu. - L. verrucosus, f. verruca, 
ult. rei. to WART; see -OSE1

• 

versatile vJ·.Is;,tail changeable, inconstant, 
XVII (Bacon). - F. versatile or L. versiitilis, 
f. versiit-, pp. stem of versiire, frequent. of 
vertere tum; VERSE, -ILE. 

VERST 

verse vJ.Is metrical line; versicle OE. ; 
section of a psalm or canticle XII (now 
merged into: one of the small sections into 
which a chapter of the Bible is divided XVI); 
metrical composition XIII (Cursor M.); 
group of metrical lines, stanza (a sense of 
Eng. development) XIV, OE. fers, corr. to 
OFris. jers, MLG., OHG. (Du., G.), ON. 
vers- L. versus tum of the plough, furrow, 
line, row, line of writing, verse, f. vers-, pp. 
stem of vertere tum (see -WARD, WORTH 3); 

reinforced or rep!. in ME. by adoption of 
(O)F. vers ( = Pr. vers, Sp., Pg., It. verso), 
from the same L. source. t1f The division 
of chapters of the Bible into 'verses', intro
duced in the folio edition of Stephan us' Gr. 
N.T. in 1551, was adopted by Whittingham 
in his Eng. N.T. of 1557 and in the Geneva 
Bible of r56o. 

versed' v5Jst (math.) in v. sine (xvi). tr. 
modL. sinus versus, i.e. L. sinus SINE', •oersus 
turned, pp. of vertere tum (cf. VERSE, VER· 
SION); the L. phr. tr. Arab. rendering of 
Prakrit utkrama-jivii 'inverse-order sine' 
(jivii, by-form of Skr. jyii, Vedic jiii bow
string). 

versed 2 vi}J:st experienced or skilled in. XVII. 
- F. verse or its source L. versiitus, pp. of 
versiiri stay, be situated, be occupied or 
engaged, pass. of versiire, frequent. of 
vertere tum; see VERSION, -ED1• t;jf In XVIII
XIX the sense was borne also by versant - L. 
versiins prp. (cf. CONVERSANT). 

versicle v;i·.Isikl (liturg.) short sentence or 
phrase recited antiphonally with a response 
xrv; little verse xv. - (O)F. versicule or L. 
versiculus, dim. of versus VERSE ; see -CLE. 

versicoloured v;'i·.IsikAl;ud of changing 
colour. XVIII. f. L. versicolor, f. versus, pp. 
of vertere turn (see -WARD, WORTH3)+color 
COLOUR; see -ED 2• Earlier occas. adoptions 
were "tverse-coloured, tversicolo(u)r (XVII). 

versify v;'i·.Isifai write in verse. XIV (PPI., 
Ch.). - (O)F. versifier- L. versificiire (Lu
cilius); see VERSE, -IFY. So versificA'TION. 
XVII. - L. (Quintilian). versifiER1 v;i·.Isi
fai;,.I XIV (Rolle, Trevisa); syns. (xvii) with 
various implications are versemaker, -man, 
-monger, verser. -AN. versifiur, OF. -fiour, 
-fieur. See -FY, -ER2• 

version v;i•J:f;,n rendering from one 
language into another XVI ; particular form 
of a statement, document, etc. XVIII. 
(O)F. version-medL. versio(n-) (whence also 
Sp. 'L'ersi6n, It. versione), f. vers-, pp. stem 
of vertere tum; see VERSE, -SION. 

verso v;i·.Isou back of the leaf of a book 
(denoted by v., v", v), being the side pre
sented to the eye when the leaf has been 
turned over. XIX. - L. verso (sc. folio) '(the 
leaf) being turned', abl. sing. ofpp. ofvertere 
tum (see 'llERSIO:--r). 

verst v5.Ist Russ. measure of length ( i of 
an Eng. mile). XVI. -Russ. versta, partly 
through G. werst and F. verste. 



VERSUS 

versus v;i·.Isas (leg.) against. xv. - medL. 
(xm) use of L. versus towards, in the sense 
of adversus against ; cf. ADVERSE. 

vert1 v;i.It green vegetation in a wood xv ; 
(her.) green XVI. -. (O)F. vert = Pr. vert, 
Sp., It. verde:- L. virid-, viridis green, rei. 
to virere be green (see -ID1). 

vert•, 'vert v;i.It colloq. shortening of CON
VERT sb., PERVERT sb., designed to repr. 
t:oiiher or both. XIX. 

vertebra, pl. -re va·.Itibm, -i joint of the 
spinal column. XVII. - L. vertebra, f. ver
tere turn (see VERSION); for the formation 
cf. palpebrre eyelids; prop. pivot of bone; 
cf. Plato, Timreus, 74a .1€ avrov (of bone) 
acf>ov/JvAovs (verteb:rre) ?TAaaas imerctv<v ofov 
arp6cf><yyas (like pivots). So ve·rtebrATE 2• 

XIX. - L. (Pliny); cf. INVERTEBRATE. 
vertex va·.Iteks (geom.) point opposite the 

base XVI (Dee); zenith; top, summit XVII. 
- L. vertex, vertic- whirl, vortex, crown of 
the head, highest point, f. vertere turn (see 
VERSION). So ve·rticAL1 pert. to the zenith 
XVI; perpendicular, at right angles to the 
axis, etc. XVIII. -F. or late L. 

vertigo va·.Itigou, (formerly) va.Itai·gou, 
-igou swimming in the head. xvr. - L. 
vertigo, stem vertigin-, whence vertiginosus 
vertiginous v;~.1ti·d3in;~s. xvn. 

vervain va·.Ivein herbaceous plant Verbena 
officinalis. XIV (Gower). - (O)F. verveine
L. verbena VERBENA. 

verve va.Iv tspecial vein or bent in writing 
XVII (Dryden); spirit, dash, go XIX. - (O)F. 
verve tform of expression, tempty chatter, 
twhim, vigour - L. verba, pl. of verbum 
WORD. 

very ve·ri adj. true XIII; exact, precise, 
actual; sheer XIV; mere XVI; adv. ttruly, 
really XIV; highly, extremely xv. ME. 
verray- OF. ver(r)ai (mod. vrai) = Pr. 
verai :- Rom. *veriiius, obscurely f. L. 
verus true :-IE. *weros, whence also OS., 
OHG. wiir (Du. waar, G. wahr), Oir. fir, 
W. gwir. The termination was assim. to 
-Y1. See also VERILY. 

Very light. xx. f. name of the inventor, 
S. W. Very. 

vesica vi·sik;~ tcopper vessel used in dis
tilling XVII; v. piscis 'fish bladder', painted 
oval figure used as an aureole XIX. - L. 
vesica, vessica, vensica bladder, blister ; cf. 
Skr. vastis belly, bladder, (O)HG. wanst 
belly. So vesicAL ve·sik;~l pert. to the 
urinary bladder. XVIII. -late L. ve·sicATE3 

blister. XVII. f. pp. stem of late L. vesiciire. 
So vesicA·TION blistering. xvr. ve·sicLE 
small sac or cyst XVI ; small elevation of the 
cuticle containing fluid XVIII. - F. vt!sicule 
or L. vesicula. ve·sico-, used as comb. form 
(see -o-) of L. vesica. 

vesper ve·sp;~.I A. evening star, Hesperus 
XIV (Gower); evening XVII (Sh.); B. pl. 

tpublic disputations held on the eve of the 

VESTA 

commencement of a bachelor of arts XVI ; 
pl. sixth of the canonical hours, evensong 
XVII. A. - L. vesper evening star, evening = 
Gr. ht!speros (see HESPERIAN); B. -OF. 
vespres (mod. vepres) = Pr. vespras, Sp. 
visperas - ecclL. vesperiis, ace. pl. of L. 
vespera evening, eventide ( = Gr. hespt!rii); 
modelled on miitfttiniis MATINS. 

vessel ve·s;~l t(coll. sg.) domestic utensils; 
article designed to serve as a receptacle ; 
in and after biblical use (as in Acts ix 15, 
Rom. ix 22, 2 Tim. ii 2I, I Peter iii 7, 
rendering L. vas, Gr. aKciios), human body 
or person; boat or ship XIII (Cursor M.). 
- (i) AN. vessel= OF. vaissel (mod. vaisseau 
vessel, vase, ship) = Pr. vaisel, Sp. vasillo, 
It. vascello :- late L. vascellum small vase, 
dim. of viis vessel (see VASE); (ii) AN. vessele 
= (O)F. vaissellepotsandpans,plate :-Rom. 
*vascella, pl. of L. vascellum used as coli. sg. 
fern. 

vest1 vest {hist.) loose outer garment; 
tvestment ; sleeveless garment worn by men 
beneath the coat (retained in tailors' use for 
'waistcoat'), introduced by Charles II XVII; 
undergarment for the upper part of the body 
worn next to the skin XIX. - F. veste- It. 
veste garment :- L. vestis clothing, attire, 
garment. f. *wes- (see WEAR1). So ve·stiARY 
pert. to dress. XVII. - L. vestiiirius. vesti
ariAN vestie;~·rian concerned with (the 
use of) vestments XIX. ve·stMENT garment, 
article of clothing XIII (Cursor M.); spec. in 
eccl. use XIV. ME. vestiment, vestement (3 
syll.)- OF. vestiment, vestement (mod. 
vetement) = Pr. vestiment(a), Sp. vestimenta, 
It. vestimento - L. vestimentum, cf. vestire 
clothe, f. vestis. ve·strY3 room in a church 
in which clerics robe, and vestments, etc., 
are kept XIV; assembly of parishioners XVI. 
-AN. *vest(e)rie, alt. of (O)F. vestiaire, 
tvestiarie (whence earlier Eng. vestiary XIII), 
by assoc. with -erie -ERY. ve·stuRE (article 
of) apparel XIV (Ch.); (leg.) what grows 
upon the land, except trees xv. -OF. 
vesture (mod. veture)- medL. vestftra, for 
late L. vestitftra, f. L. vestire. 

vest• vest A. settle (a person) in the posses
sion of something or (a thing) in the posses
sion of some one, invest xv. B. clothe XVI. 
In both uses first in pp. vested (-ED1)- OF. 
vestu, pp. of vestir (mod. vetir) clothe, 
tinvest (e.g. vestir et ensaisiner, vestu et mis 
en possession) = Sp. vestir, It. vestire :- L. 
vestire clothe, spec. with the imperial purple 
(Ammianus), in medL. put in possession, 
as by investing a person with the insignia 
of an office, f. vestis VEST1• Cf. INVEST, which 
is later. 

Vesta ve·st;~ (Roman myth.) female deity, 
goddess of the household XIV ; one of the 
minor planets ; kind of wax or wood match 
xrx. L., corr. to Gr. Hestiii, personi
fication of hestiii hearth, house, house
hold. So Ves·tAL\ v. virgin one of the 
priestesses having charge of the sacred fire 
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VESTIBULE 
in the temple of Vesta in ancient Rome xv ; 
pert. to, chaste as, a priestess of Vesta; 
sb. vestal virgin, chaste woman XVI. - L. 
vestiilis. 

vestibule ve·stibjul entrance hall or court 
XVII; (anat., zoo!.) XVIII. - F. vestibule 
(perh. - It. vestibula) or L. vestibulum. 

vestige ve·stid3 trace of something lost or 
gone XVII; slight trace XVIII. -F. vestige 
- L. vestigium sole of the foot, footprint, 
trace. rei. to vestigi'ire track (cf. INVESTI
GATE). 

Vesuvian visil·vi<Jn pert. to Vesuvius, a 
volcano on the Bay of Naples, Italy XVII; 
sb. (so named by Werner I795) mineral 
compound found in Vesuvian lavas XVIII. 
f. Vesuvius; see -IAN. 

vet vet colloq. shortening of VETERINARY 
surgeon or of its equiv. veterinarian sb. 
Hence as vb. subject to (professional) 
examination XIX. 

vetch vetf (fruit of) plants of the genus 
Vicia XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). Late 
ME. fecche, ficche (mod. dial. fitch) and 
vecche (also vache, fatch XVI, mod. dial. 
vatch) -AN., ONF. veche =OF. vece (mod. 
vesce), Pr. vesa, Cat. vessa, It. veccia :- L. 
vicia. (Forms with a are spec. west-coun
try.) Hence ve·tchLING1 plant of the genus 
Lathyrus. XVI. 

veteran ve•t<Jr<Jn experienced soldier XVI ; 
adj. XVII. -F. veteran or L. veteri'inus 
(whence also Sp., It. veterano), veter-, vetus 
old, rei. to OS!. vetUchu, Lith. vetusas old, 
and perh. further to Gr. Fetos year, Skr. 
vatsds calf; year, and the words cited s.v. 
WETHER j see -AN. 

veterinary ve•t<Jrin<Jri pert. to the treat
ment of cattle and domestic animals. XVIII. 
- L. veterini'irius, f. veterinus pert. to cattle 
(veterinre fern. pl., veterina n. pl. cattle), 
perh. f. veter-, vetus (see prec.), as if the 
orig. ref. was to animals past work ; see 
-INE1, -ARY. So ve:terinA·RIAN. XVII (Sir T. 
Bro·wne). Cf. F. veterinaire (XVI). 

veto vi·tou prohibition designed to prevent 
a proposed act XVII ; after F. veto (I 790) act 
of a competent person or body of preventing 
legislation XVIII (A. Young, I792). - L. 
veto I forbid ( Ist pers. sg. pres. ind. of 
vetere), used by the Roman tribunes of the 
people in opposing measures of the senate, 
etc. Hence vb. XVIII. 

vex veks trouble, afflict, annoy. xv. - (O)F. 
vexer- L. vexi'ire (whence also Sp. vejar, 
Pg. vexar, It. vessare) shake, agitate, disturb, 
f. ppl. stem (cf. CONVEX) of vehere carry (see 
WAY). So veXA·TION. xv. - (O)F. - L.; 
whence vexa·tmus. XVI. 

vexillum veksi-!;)m banner; (bot.) large ex
ternal petal of a papilionaceous flower. XVIII. 
L., military ensign, f. base of vehere carry 
(cf. VEHICLE). 

VICE 
via' vai·<J (astron.) Via Lactea the Milky 
Way XVII; via media mi·dia intermediate 
course XIX. L. 'way', 'road'; see WAY. 

via 2
, via vai·<J by way of. xvm. L. viii, abl. 

of via VIA1 • 

viable' vai·<Jbl capable of living or existing. 
XIX. - F. viable, f. vie life (:- L. vita); see 
-ABLE. So viabi·IITY1 • XIX. -F. 

viable" vai·abl traversable. XIX. - L. 
(VIA1H·-ABLE. So viabi·hTY 2• XIX. -F. 

viaduct vai·;JdAkt elevated structure carry
ing a roadway. XIX. f. L. via VIA', after 
aqueduct; cf. F. viaduc. 

vial vai·al vessel of moderate size for 
liquids. XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible Rev. xv 7, 
xvi I). ME. viole, alt. of fiole PHIAL. For 
the V cf. VENT 2• 

viand vai·:md article or kind of food, orig. 
and esp. pl. XIV (Maund.). - (O)F. viande 
tfood, (now) meat = Pr., Sp. vianda :
Rom. *vi(v)anda fem. sb. alt. of L. vivenda 
(cf. F. offrande offering and L. offerenda), 
gerundive of vivere live ( cf. VIVID) taken in 
sense of 'servant a Ia vie'. 

viaticum vaia:'!·tibm Holy Communion as 
administered to the dying ; necessaries for a 
journey. XVI. - L. viaticum travelling 
money, provisions for a joumey, sb. use of 
n. of vii'iticus, f. via VIA1 ; see -ATIC and cf. 
VOYAGE. 

vibrant vai·brant tagitated, energetic XVI; 
vibrating XVII. - prp. of L. vibriire, move 
rapidly to and fro, brandish, shake, be 
agitated, f. IE. *wib- *zveib-, repr. also by 
WHIP, WIPEj see -ANT. VibrA·TE3 swing 
to and fro. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. vibriire. 
So vibra·TION. XVII- L. vi·bratoRY 2• 

XVIII; cf. F. vibratoire, Sp., Pg. vibratorio. 
vibrio vi·briou (zoo!.) bacterioid organism 

having a vibratory motion. XIX. modL., 
f. L. vibri'ire VIBRATE after F. vibrion. 

viburnum vaib:"l·Jnam shrub of the genus 
so named, e.g. guelder rose, laurustinus. 
XVIII. L., 'wayfaring-tree', Viburnum 
Lantana. 

vicar vi·k:u representative of God on 
earth XIII (Cursor :\1.); the Pope as Vicar 
of Christ; person acting in a parish for the 
parson or rector, (later) incumbent of a 
parish of which the tithe is impropriated or 
appropriated; bishop's deputy XIV. -AN. 
vikere, vicare, (O)F. ~·icaire (now) assistant 
curate, deputy - L. z•ici'irius substitute, 
deputy (whence also Sp., It. vicario and 
Eng. tvicary XIV-XVII, surviving as a sur
name), f. *vicis change, alteration, time, 
turn; see VICE\ -An. Hence vic·arAGE. 
xv; after parsonage. vicariATE' vikca·rieit. 
XVII. - medL. vicariOus vikta·rias, vai
taking the place of another. XVII. f. L. 
viciirius. 

vice1 vais corruption of morals, wicked 
practice XIII (RGlouc., Cursor M.); fault, 
defect XIV. - (O)F. vice- L. vitium physical 



VICE 

or other defect, fault, vice, whence also Pr. 
vetz, OSp. vezo custom, use, It. vezzo 
usage, amusement, pl. endearments. So 
vicrous vi·J<ls depraved, immoral XIV; 
(of a horse) inclined to be savage XVIII. 
- (O)F. vicieux- L. vitiosus. Cf. VITIATE. 

vice2 vais twinding staircase XIV; tscrew 
xv; tool with two jaws opening and closing 
by means of a screw XV/XVI- (O)F. vis = Pr. 
vit, vitz, Sp. vid vine, It. vite vine, screw 
:- L. vitis vine, vine stem, prop. tendril, 

plant with tendrils, rei. to viere twine, 
vimen osier (see WITHE). 

vice3 vais orig. sb. use of the prefix VICE
in the sense 'deputy'; in more recent use, 
the second el. is usu. implied or expressed 
in the context. 

vice' vai·si in place of. XVIII. L., abl. of 
*"vix, extant only in obi. forms vicis, vicem, 
vice, vices, vicibus, for the pro b. connexion of 
which see WEEK. Cf. next and VICAR, VICIS
SITUDE. 

vice- vais repr. L. vice in place of (see 
prec.), which, prop. construed with a 
genitive, was prefixed immed. to a nomina
tive in late L., e.g. vice-qu::estor (cf. pro
qu::estor), and so used widely in medL., e.g. 
vicecancellarius, -comes, -dominus, -gerens, 
thesaurarius, whence OF. vi(s)chancellier, 
vi(s)conte VISCOUNT, vi(s)dame VIDAME, vice
gerent, -regent, -treasurer (xvi). The oldest 
Eng. exx., of which vice-chancellor (xv) is the 
earliest, show the prefix in the OF. forms 
vis-, vi-, which were later replaced by the 
L. form, except in viscount. 

vicennial vaise·ni<ll (Sc. law) extending to 
20 years. XVIII. f. late L. vicennium, f. vicies 
20 times. 

viceroy vai·sroi governor of a country by 
authority of the supreme ruler. XVI. -F. 
viceroy, tvisroy (mod. viceroi), f. vice- VICE
+roiking :- L. regem, rex. So viceROYALTY 
(str. variable). XVIII. -F. viceroyaute. 

vicesimal vaise·sim::ll. XVII. - L. vicesimus 
twentieth, f. vicenitwenty each + -AL1• See 
VIGESIMAL. 

vice versa vai·si va·Js<l contrariwise, con
versely. XVII. L. 'the position being 
reversed'; vice, abl. of ""vix (see VICE4), and 
abl. sg. fern. of versus, pp. of vertere (see 
VERSE). 

vicinage vi·sinid3 neighbourhood. XIV. 
-OF. visenage (mod. voisinage)- Rom. 
*"viciniiticum, f. L. vicinus ; see -AGE. So 
vici·niTY. XVI. - L. vicinitiis, f. vicinus 
neighbouring, neighbour, prop. of the same 
quarter or village, f. vicus cluster of dwell
ings, street, quarter of a town, village, corr. 
to Goth. weiks and rei. to Gr. (F)ofkos, Skr. 
veMs house. 

vicious vi·J::ls A. pert. to vice XIV (R. Rolle); 
addicted to vice XIV (Ch.); (of horses, etc.) 
inclined to be savage XVIII (cf. F. cheval 
vicieux Diderot, beste vicieuse Amyot); 

VIDAME 

B. (leg.) made void XIV; impaired by fault 
or defect XVI; v. circle, after F. cercle 
vicieux (Descartes), modL. circulus vitiosus 
xvm. -OF. vicious (mod. vicieux)- L. 
vitiosus, f. vitium vrcE1 ; see -rous. 

vicissitude vaisi·sitjud, visi·s- mutation, 
mutability XVI; change in human affairs XVII. 
- (O)F. vicissitude or L. vicissitftdo, f. 
vicissim by turns, f. vic- turn ; see VICE', 
-TUDE. 

victim vi·ktim living creature offered in 
sacrifice xv ; one who suffers death or severe 
treatment XVII. - L. victima (whence also 
F. victime, Sp. victima, It. vittima), perh. 
rei. to Goth. weihan, etc. to consecrate. The 
Rhemish (followed by the Douay) transla
tors of the Bible were the first to use the 
word freely; the general currency dates 
only from late xvrr. Hence vi·ctimrzE. 
XIX; F. has victimer. 

victor vi·kt::lJ one who overcomes. xrv 
(Rolle). -AN. victo(u)r or L. victor, f. viet-, 
pp. stem of vincere conquer, f. nasalized 
var. of *wik-; see WIGHT2, -oR1• 

Victoria vikt5·ri::l. XIX. Name of the Queen 
of Great Britain (1837-190I) given to 
various objects: a gigantic water-lily 
(Victoria regia), a luscious red plum, a 
light four-wheeled carriage (said to have 
been first so named by the French). Hence 
Victo·riA:-<. 1851 (the year in which Victoria 
in Australia was so named); vi·ctoriNE' 
lady's fur tippet. XIX. 

victory vi·kt::lri state or fact of having 
conquered XIV ; Roman goddess of victory 
XVI. -AN. victorie = (O)F. victoire = Sp. 
victoria, It. vittoria- L. victoria, f. victor; 
see VICTOR and -Y3 • So victorrous vik
t5·ri::ls. XIV -AN. victorious = (O)F. vic
torieux- L. 

victual vi-ti (coli. sg. and pl.) provisions 
for food, articles of food. XIV. ME. 
vitaile(s)- OF. vitaille, later (and mod.) 
victuaille = Fr. vit(o)alha, Sp. vitualla, It. 
vettovaglia :-late L. victftiilia n.pl. of 
victitiilis, f. L. victus livelihood, f. base 
of vivere live; see VIVID, -Ar.l. The normal 
development to vit(t)el (xv-xvr) is repr. by 
the present pronunc., while the sp., first 
infl. by F. victuaille, was finally assim. 
entirely to L. So victual vb. XIV. -OF. 
vitaillier, vi(c)tuaillier. victuallER" vi·tl~l. 
XIV (PPI., Wycl.). -OF. vitaill(i)er, -our. 

vicuna vikju·n::l, viku·nj;) S. Amer. 
animal, Auchenia vicunna xvu ; vicuna 
cloth XIX. - Sp. vicuna (Pg. vicunha) -
Quechua. q The F. form vigogne, var. 
tvigone, and a latinized form of this, vigonia, 
have been used. 

vidame vi·drem in France, one who held 
lands from a bishop as his representative. 
xvr. -F. vidame, OF. visdame- medL. 
vicedominus, f. vice- VICE- + dominus lord 
(cf. DAN, DOM\ DON1). 

. 
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VIDE 

vide vai·di see, refer to. XVI. L. vide, 
imper. sg. of ·vidi!re (see WIT2). abbrev. v., 
tvid. 

videlicet vaidi-liset, vi- that is to say, 
namely. xv. L. ·videlicet, f. vide, stem of 
videre+licet it is permissible; see WIT2 , 

LICENCE. Abbrev. tvid., tvidel., tvidz(t)., 
VIZ. 

vidimus vai·dim~s (leg.) copy of a docu
ment bearing an attestation that it is 
authentic. xv. L. vidimus we have seen, 
rst pers. pl. perf. of videre see (see VISION). 
So in (O)F. 

vidonia vidou·ni~ dry white wine of the 
Canary Islands. XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 

vidual vi·dju~l pert. to a widow. xvr. 
-late L. vidualis, f. vidua wmow; see 
-AL1 • So vidu·ITY widowhood. xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

vie vai make a challenge xv ; enter into 
rivalry with XVII. prob. aphetic of late ME. 
avie, envie- OF. envier outbid = Sp., Pg. 
em•idar, It. invitare :- L. invitiire INVITE, in 
Rom. challenge, make a bid ; but the early 
chronology is uncertain, the reading vie in 
Ch. 'Dethe of Blaunche' 173 being prob. 
incorrect. 

vielle vjel hurdy-gurdy. XVIII. - F. vielle, 
OF. viele; see VIOL. 

view ~ju A. tformal inspection xv; exercise 
of the faculty of sight; sight, look, vision 
xvr. B. mental vision xv; conception, 
opinion XVI ; survey; aim, intention XVII. 
-AN. '1-'ewe, vieue, OF. veue (mod. vue), ppl. 
sb. from veoir (mod. ·voir) to see, f. L. videre 
see; see wrr•. Hence (or aphetic of taview 
-F. avuer, taveuer, f. a An-+vue) view vb. 
XVI. 

vigesimal vai-, vid3e·sim;JI pert. to zo. 
XVII. f. L. vigesimus, var. of vicesimus 
VICESIMAL. 

vigia vi·d3id (naut.) warning on a sea chart 
of hidden danger. xrx. - Pg. vigia look-out, 
f. vigiar :- L. vigiliire watch (see next). 

vigil vi·d3il eve of a church festival XIII ; 
watch XVII. - (O)F. vigile. - L. vigilia 
watch, watchfulness, f. ·vigil awake, alert, 
rei. to vigere be vigorous or lively ; see 
WAKE1• So vi·gilANT wakeful and watch
ful. xv. - L. vigilant-, -ans (whence also 
F. vigilant), prp. of vigiliire keep awake, 
f. vigil. 

vigneron vinj;}r5 wine-grower. xv. (O)F. 
'1-'igneron, f. vigne VINE, with intercalated r. 

vignette vine·t ornamental design on a 
blank space in a book XVIII ; photograph of 
head (and shoulders) XIX. - (O)F. vignette 
(whence also Sp. viiieta, It. tvignetta), dim. 
of vigne VINE; see -ETTE. f][ The F. word 
was adopted earlier as tvinet orig. trailing 
ornament in imitation of' leaves, tendrils, 
etc. (xv). 

VILLAIN 

vigour, U.S. vigor vi·g;}.I active strength or 
force XIV ; legal force xv; energetic action 
XVII. -OF. vigour (mod. vigueur) = Pr., 
Sp. vigor, It. vigore- L. vigorem, vigor live
liness, activity, f. vigere be lively, flourish; 
see WAKE 3, WAX2 , EKE2

, and -OUR 2• So 
vi·gorous. xrv (not in gen. use before XVII). 
-OF. vigorous (mod. vigoureux)- medL. 
vigori5sus. Cf. INVIGORATE. 

viking vai·kiiJ, vi·kiiJ Scandinavian sea
rover. XIX. First appears in Ice!. form 
vikingr (G. Chalmers, r8o7) or var. of this, 
vikinger, -ir, later viking (Longfellow), also 
wiking (E. A. Freeman). -ON. (Ice!.) 
vikingr (x), commonly held to be f. vik creek, 
inlet + -ingr -ING3, as if 'frequenter of 
inlets of the sea' ; but the existence of the 
word in Anglo-Frisian (in OE. as early as 
VIII in wicingsceapa 'piraticus', in OFris. 
witsing, wising) suggests that it originated in 
that linguistic area, in which case it was 
prob. f. OE. wic, OFris. wik (see wrcK 2

) in 
the sense of 'camp', the formation of 
temporary encampments being a prominent 
feature of viking raids. 

vilayet vila·jet province ruled by a vali. 
XIX. Turk, f. wiili VALl. Cf. BLIGHTY. 

vile vail of low or base quality or character. 
XIII. - (O)F. viZ m., fern. vile = Pr., Sp. 
vil, It. vile :- L. vili-s of low value or price, 
cheap, common, mean, base. So viliFY 
vi·lifai tdebase in value xv (freq. in XVII); 
depreciate in language XVI. - late L. 
vilificiire (Jerome). vilipend vi·lipend 
treat contemptuously xv; represent as con
temptible XVI. - (O)F. vilipender or L. 
vilipendere, f. ·vilis + pendere consider (cf. 
PERPEND). 

vill vil (leg. and hist.) territorial division 
under the feudal system, corr. to township 
or civil parish XVI (Bacon); (poet.) village 
XVII. -AN. vill = OF. vile, ville farm, 
country house, village, collection of villages 
round a city (mod. ville town) - L. villa; 
see next. 

villa vi-la country residence, orig. one with 
farm buildings, etc. XVII ; residence in the 
suburbs of a town or in a residential district 
(XVIII; Johnson; 'suburban villas' Cowper). 
Partly- L. ·villa country house, farm 
(whence (O)F. ville, Pr., Sp., It. villa) :
*'wicslii, f. *'wicus WICK 2• Partly - It. villa. 
So villAGE vi•lid3 - (O)F. village = Pr. 
villatge (whence Sp. villaje, It. villaggio) 
:- coli. deriv. of L. villa. 

villain vi·l~n base fellow, (later) depraved 
scoundrel, (hist. ; often sp. VILLEIN by mod. 
historians) feudal serf, peasant cultivator in 
subjection to a lord XIV. ME. vilein, vilain 
-OF. vilein, vilain (mod. vilain; also adj. 
ugly, vile, low) = Pr. vild, Sp., It. villano, 
Pg. villiio :-Rom. *'villiinu-s (medL., 
whence villan xvr-xrx), f. L. villa; see 
prec., -AN. So vi·llainous. xrv; superseded 
tvillain adj. and tvillains (- OF. vilains, 



VILLANELLE 

-eins :- Rom. nom. "'villanus). villainy 
vi·l~ni. XIII. - (O)F. vilenie; the present sp. 
was not established before xrx, when it finally 
displaced villany, earlier vi/any, ME. vileinie. 

villanelle vil~ne·l trustic song or tune XVI 
(Sidney); pastoral or lyric poem in stanza 
form with two rhymes throughout xrx. - F. 
villanelle - It. villanella, fern. of villanello 
rural, rustic, f. villano peasant, VILLAIN. 

villatic vila:·tik pert. to a (Roman) villa, 
rustic. xvn ('tame v. Fowl', Milton). - L. 
villiiticus, f. villa VILLA, after silviiticus 
SAVAGE. 

villegiatura viled3~tju~·r~ residence in the 
country. XVIII (Walpole, Smollett). It., f. 
villeggiare to stay in the country, f. villa 
country house, VILLA. 

villein vi·lein (hist.) see VILLAIN. So vii· 
leinAGE vi·l;mid3 tenure of land by bond
service. XIV. -AN., OF. vilenage, medL. 
villenagium. 

villous vi·l~s covered with numerous 
thick-set stout hairlike projections. XIV 
- L. villiisus (whence also villo·sE1 XVIII), 
f. villus tuft of hair, pl. hair, down; see 
-ous and cf. F. villeux. 

vim vim (orig. U.S.) force, energy, 'go'. 
xrx. usu. supposed to be - L. vim, ace. 
of vis strength, energy, corr. to Gr. Fis, 
pn; but it is poss. a symbolic formation. 

vimineous vimi·ni~s made of or producing 
flexible twigs. xvn. f. L. vimineus, f. 
vimin-, vimen osier; see WITHE and -Eous. 

vinaceous vainei·f;)s wine-coloured. XVII. 
f. L. viniiceus, f. vinum WINE; see -ACEOUS. 

vinaigrette vineigre·t A. small two-wheeled 
carriage formerly used in France (said to be 
so called from resembling the carts which 
carried an itinerant vinegar-seller's barrels) 
xvn; B. smelling-bottle xrx. F., f. vinaigre 
VINEGAR; see -ETTE. C][ Sense B is not F. 

Vincentian vinse·nfl;m pert. to St. Vincent 
of Lerins (d. c.450 A.D.); see -IAN. XIX. 

vincible vi·nsibl that may be overcome 
(spec. in theol. v. ignorance). xvr. - L. 
vincibilis, f. vincere overcome ; see VICTOR, 
-IBLE. Cf. INVINCIBLE. 

vinculum vi·IJkjC!l;~m bond, tie XVII (Cud
worth); (math.) straight line drawn over 
two or more terms XVIII. L., f. vincire 
bind; cf. -ULE. 

vindicate vi·ndikeit tset free XVI; tavenge; 
clear from censure, justify; defend the 
claims of xvn. f. pp. stem of L. vindiciire 
(also vendiciire) claim, set free, punish, 
avenge, f. vindic-, vindex claimant, pro
tector, deliverer, avenger; see -ATE3• 

(tVendicate was current c.1530-I6zo.) So 
vindicA·TION tavenging. xv (Caxton); 
defence against censure, etc. XVII. -OF. 
or L. vindi·ctiVE revengeful. xvn. f. L. 
vindicta vengeance, f. vindic- (cf. senecta 
old age); preceded by vindicative (xvi) 
- (O)F. or medL. 

VIOLA 

vine vain grape-bearing plant. XIII. -OF. 
vine (also mod.) vigne = Pr., Pg. vinha, Sp. 
vi11a, It. vigna, Rum. vie:- L. vinea vine
yard, vine, sb. use of fern. of vineus pert. to 
wine, f. vinum WINE. 

vinegar Vl"mg~.I liquid formed by the 
acetous fermentation of wine. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. vinegre, later vineger (xv-xvii), 
vinegar (from XVI)- OF. vyn egre (mod. 
vinaigre), corr. to Pr., Sp., Pg. vinagre, It. 
vinagro, repr. Rom. *vinum acrum (for L. 
acre) 'sour wine'; see WINE, EAGER. The sp. 
with -ar was perh. adopted to suggest pro
nunc. with g, although the difficulty does 
not seem to have been felt with EAGER. 

vineyard vi·nj~Jd plantation of vines. xrv 
(R. Rolle). f. VINE+YARD1 ; superseding 
ME. winyard, OE. wingeard = OS. win
gardo (Du. wijngaard), OHG. v.!ingart, ON. 
vingaror, Goth. weinagards (CGerm. comp. 
of WINE and YARD1). 

vingt-et-un vetere, vingt-un vf:tre round 
game of cards in which the object is to make 
the number 21. XVIII. F. 'twenty (and) 
one'; vingt :- L. viginti (cf. Gr. dial. 
Fikati, Attic eikosi), un ;- L. ttnu-s ONE. 
Cf. VAN }OHN, PONTOON 2• 

vinous vai·n~s pert. to wine. XVII. - L. 
viniisus, f. vinum WINE; see -ous and cf. F. 
vineux. Sovino·SITY. XVII (SirT. Browne). 
-late L. 

vintage vi·ntid3 crop of a vineyard xv 
(since XVIII spec. with ref. to the age or year 
of a wine); grape harvest XVI. alt., by assoc. 
with tt·inter, VINTNER, and assim. of the 
ending to -AGE, of late ME. vyndage (Wycl. 
Bible), vendage (PPI.)- (O)F. vendange = 
Pr. vendemia, Sp. vendimia, It. vendemmia 
:- L. vindi!mia, f. vinum WINE+demere take 
away, f. de DE-+emere buy. 

vintner vi·ntn~.I wine merchant. xv 
(vyntenere, Lydg.). - AL. vinteniirius (xm), 
var. of vini-, vin(e)tiirius- AN. viniter, 
vineter (whence ME. tvinter, which vintner 
superseded), OF. vinetier = Pr. vinatier, 
Sp. ·r:inatero, It. vinattiere- medL. vinii
tiirius, -i!tiirius, f. L. vinetum vineyard, f. 
vinum WINE; see -ER 2• 

viol vai·al stringed musical instrument 
played with a bow. xv. Earlier forms vyell 
(Caxton), viall. -OF. viel(l)e (mod. vielle 
viol, hurdy-gurdy), alt. of viole- Pr. viola, 
viula (whence also Sp., It. t•iola), prob. 
rei. to FIDDLE; the present form (-F. viole) 
dates from XVI. So viol da gamba. XVIII 
(earlier gambo (XVI-XVII)- It. viola da 
gamba 'leg-viol', i.e. the instrument when 
played being placed between the legs. 

viola1 vai·~l~ tviolet xv (Lydg., Henryson); 
single-coloured pansy XIX. - L. viola, violet, 
rei. to Gr. Flon. So violA·cEous. XVII. f. 
L. violiiceus violet-coloured. 

viola2 vaiou·l~ alto or tenor violin. XVIII. 
- Sp., It. viola, prob. - Pr. viola; see VIOL. 
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VIOLATE 

violate vai·aleit infringe, transgress; ravish, 
rape; desecrate, profane xv; disturb 
violently XVII. f. pp. stem of L. violiire, f. 
vis force, ace. vim (cf. VIM), corr. to Gr. 
Fls, ace. Fin; see -ATE3• So violA·TION. xv. 
- (O)F. or L. vi·olENCE exercise of force. 
XIII. - (O)F. violence- L. violentia, f. 
violent-, -ens, beside violentus, whence 
(O)F. violent, the source:of Eng. vi·olE::>~T. 
XIV. 

violet vai·alit A. plant of the genus Viola; 
B. dress of purplish-blue, the colour itself 
XIV. - (O)F. violette, t-ete in both senses 
and (O)F. violet in the second sense, dims. 
of viole- L. viola VIOLA1• (jJ A disyllabic 
pronunc., noted by vi'let, now vulgar, is 
evidenced from XVII (Dryden). 

violin vaiali·n four-stringed musical instru
ment played with a bow, fiddle. XVI (Spen
ser). - It. violino, f. viola VIOLA2• Hence 
vi·olinrsT. xvu; so It. violinista, F. vio
liniste. 

violoncello vai:alantJe·lou bass violin. 
XVIII. -It., dim. of violone double-bass 
viol; abbrev. 'CELLO. 

viper vai·pa.t adder. XVI (Tindale). - (O)F. 
vipere or L. vipera serpent :- *vivipera, 
f. vivus alive (cf. VIvm)+parere bring forth 
(cf. PARE:--;T). nourish a v. in one's bosom is 
after L. 'in sinu viperam habere' (Cicero), 
'viperam nutricare sub ala' (Petronius). 
vi·periNE1• xvr. - L. viperinus. Hence 
vi·perous. xvr. 

virago virei·gou tname given by Adam to 
Eve, after the use in Vulg. Gen. ii 23 ('Htec 
vocabitur virago, quoniam de viro sumpta 
est') OE. ; man-like or heroic woman, female 
warrior (as in L.) xrv (Trevisa); bold or 
violent woman xrv (Ch.). - L. virago, ob
scurely f. vir man (see VIRILE). 

virelay vi·ralei short-lined poem on two 
rhymes. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. virelai, alt. of 
tvireli (perh. orig. a refrain) after lai LAY 2• 

virement via·.tmant, llvirma application of 
resources intended for one end to the pur
poses of another. xx. - F. virement (as in 
virement de fonds), f. virer turn (cf. VEER 2)+ 
-ment -ME:--;T. 

vireo vi-riou small American bird. xrx. 
L. (Pliny) perh. greenfinch. 

virescent vire·sant greenish. XIX. f. L. 
virescent-, -ens, prp. of virescere become 
green, f. virere be green (cf. VERT'); see 
-ENT, -ESCENT. 

virgate v~·.tgeit early land-measure. xvn. 
- medL. virgiita (Domesday Bk.), f. L. 
virga rod, VERGE1 ; a rendering of OE. 
gierdland; see -ATE'. 

Virgilian, Ver- va.1d3i·lian pert. to the 
Roman poet Publius Vergilius Maro 
(?O-I9B.c.). xvr(Douglas). -L. Vergiliiinus; 
see -IAN. The sp. with -ir-is found in Eng. 
use as early as the OE. translation of 
Boethius ('Firgilies freond and lareow'); 
cf. F., Sp., Pg., It. usage (all with -ir-). 

VIRTUE 

virgin v~·.1d3in unmarried or chaste 
woman or girl XIII (first in eccl. use, of one 
venerated by the Church); adj. xvr (of a 
fortress, etc. that has never been taken 
xvm). -AN., OF. virgine, -ene (mod. 
vierge), corr. to Pr., Cat. verge, Sp. virgen, 
Pg. virgem - L. ·virginem (whence also It. 
vergine, Rum. •vargura), ace. of virgo. So 
vir·ginAL1• xv. - (O)F. or L. As sb. (sg. 
and pl.) applied to a keyed musical 
instrument (xvr) perh. so called because it 
was intended for young ladies of Parthenia, 
i.e. maiden's songs, title of the first music 
published for it in England. virgi·nrTY. 
xm (Cursor M.). - (O)F. virginite - L. 
virginitiis. Virgin wax (orig.) unused bees
wax, (later) white wax xrv. tr. medL. cera 
virginea; cf. F. eire vierge. 

Virginia v;ud3i·nia part of N. America 
in which the first English settlement was 
made in r 6o7 ; applied to a variety of tobacco 
grown there (xvu) and to Yarious plants 
and animals. f. L. virgin-, virgo VIRGIN, in 
honour of Queen Elizabeth I of England, 
'the Virgin Queen'; see -IA1 • Hence 
Virgi·nrAN sb. XVI. 

Virgo v::i·Jgou constellation lying between 
Leo and Libra; sixth sign of the zodiac. 
xrv (Gower, Ch.). L., 'virgin'. 

virgouleuse v~lgulo·z juicy winter pear. 
xvrr. F., fern. (sc. poire pear) of virgouleux, 
adj. of Virgoutee, repr. pop. pronunc. of 
Villegoureix village of Limousin, France, 
where the fruit originated. (jl Apprehen
sion of the final cons. as the pl. sign has 
produced U.S. vergaloo, -l(i)eu (xrx), which 
is applied to the white doyenne or Warwick
shire bergamot. 

virgule v~·Jgjiil sloping or vertical line 
used in medireval J\.1SS. as a mark of 
punctuation. XIX. -F. virgule comma- L. 
virgula, dim. of virga rod, VERGE1

• 

virid vi-rid green. xvr (Fairfax). - L. 
viridis, f. ·virere be green; see -m'. So 
viri·diTY. XV (Lydg.). 

virile vi·rail, vai'·rail pert. to or character
istic of a man. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. viril 
or L. virilis, f. vir man = OE. wer (cf. 
WERGELD), OFris., OS., OHG. wer, Olr. 
fer, \V. gwr ·- IE. *wiros, beside *wiros, 
whence Lith. vyras, Skr. virds; see -!I.E. 
So viriliTY viri·liti. XVI. - (O)F. 

virtu, vertu v;utii·, v~·.ttii taste for works 
of art. XVIII (Richardson; object, etc. of 
virtu curio, antique, Goldsmith). - It. 
virtz't (see VIRTUE) used in this sense. (jJ The 
form vertu follows F. sp. without justifica
tion, as the It. sense has never been current 
in F. 

virtue v~·.ttJu, -tju tpower, influence; 
efficacy, conformity to moral principles ; 
excellence XIII; (arch.) high merit or 
accomplishment; tvalour xrv. - (O)F. vertu 
= Pr. vertut, Oit. vertil (see VIRTU), Rum. 
vartute strength :- L. virtutem, nom. virtiis 



VIRUS 

valour, worth, merit, moral perfection, f. 
vir man ( cf. juventus youth, senectus old 
age), carr. to OE. wer (cf. WERGELD). So 
vi·rtuAL1 teffective XIV; that is so in essence 
or effect XVII. - medL. virtuiilis; cf. F. 
virtue[, It. virtuale, etc. vi·rtualLY 2• xv; 
cf. medL. virtuiiliter. virtuoso V;}.Jtjuou·
sou one having special knowledge (and 
skill) in an art. XVII. - It. -late L. virtuosus, 
whence, through (O)F. vertueux, vi·rtuous 
tvaliant XIII; righteous XIV. 

virus vai;}·r;}s venom XVI; (path.) poison of 
a disease XVIII. - L. virus, rei. to Olr. fi 
poison, Gr. i6, venom, rust, Skr. vi~dm, Av. 
visa-. So virulent vi·rjtl.l;}nt. XIV.- L. viru
lentus poisonous. 

vis vis xvn. L. vis (ace. vim, pl. vires) 
strength, quantity, number, pl. forces, 
corr. to Gr. rfs, ace. rin. Cf. VIM. 

visa vi·z;} certificate of examination on a 
passport. XIX. - F. visa - mod. use of L. 
visa 'things seen', n.pl. of pp. of videre see 
(cf. VISION), put on a document to testify 
that it has been verified. Superseding vise 
vi·zei f. vised (early XIX), anglicization of F. 
vise, pp. of viser look attentively at, scruti
nize :-Rom. *visiire, f. L. vis-, pp. stem of 
videre. 

visage vi·zid3 face. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. visage, f. OF. vis (cf. next) = Pr. 
vis, OSp., It. viso :- L. visus sight, appear
ance, in Rom. face, f. pp. base of videre; 
see VISION, -AGE. 

vis-a-vis vizavi· either of two persons 
facing each other; carriage for two sitting 
face-to-face. xvrrr. (O)F., 'face to face'; 
OF. vis face (see prec.), a to (:- L. ad), vis. 

viscacha viskre·tf;} S. Amer. rodent (Lagi
dium, Lagostomus). XVII. - Sp. viscacha 
(also biscacha)- Quechua (h)uiscacha. 

viscera vi·s;}r;} internal organs of the body. 
XVII. L., pl. of 'Viscus; see VISCUS. 

viscid vi·sid glutinous, sticky. XVII. -late 
L. viscidus, f. L. viscum mistletoe, birdlime; 
see -m1 . So viscous vi·.sbs. XIV- AN. 
viscous (Gower) orlate L. viscosus, f. viscum. 
visco·siTY. xv. - (O)F. or medL. 

viscount vai·kaunt (hist.) deputy of a 
count or earl, (high) sheriff XIV (Trevisa); 
member of the fourth order of the British 
peerage xv. AN. viscounte (OF. visconte, 
viconte, mod. vicomte) = Sp. visconde, It. 
visconte- medL. vicecomitem, -comes (see 
VICE-, COUNT 2). q The sp. preserves the 
orig. OF. form vis-, and the pronunc. 
derives from its clipped form vi-. 

viscus vi·sk;}s soft internal organ of the 
body. XVIII. L.; cf. VISCERA. 

vise see VISA. 

visible vi·zibl that can be seen. XIV (Rolle). 
- (O)F. visible or L. ·visibilis, f. vis-, pp. stem 
of videre; see VISION, -IBLE. So visibi-liTY. 
XVI, - F. or late L. (Tertullian). 

VISUAL 

Visigoth vi·zigop one of that branch of the 
Goths which established a kingdom in 
Spain. xvn. -late L. Visigothus (usu. pl. 
-gothi; so Gr. Ouisfgotthoi), the first el. of 
which may mean 'west' )( OsTROGOTH 
'East Goth'. 

vision vi·3;}n something that appears to be 
seen otherwise than by ordinary sight XIII ; 
seeing something not present to the eye 
XIV; bodily sight xv. - (O)F. vision- L. 
visio(n-) sight, thing seen, f. vis-, pp. stem 
of videre see; see WIT2

, -ION. Hence 
vi·siODARY adj. XVII; sb. XVIII; perh. made 
current by the title of }. Desmarets's 
comedy 'Les visionnaires' (1638). 

visit vi·zit (of God) come to, in order to 
comfort or benefit; go to persons in sick
ness, etc. to comfort them; tmake trial of 
XIII ; deal severely with, assail, afflict ; 
punish, requite XIV; go to see in a friendly 
way XIV (attend as a physician XVI); go to 
in order to inspect, for worship, etc. XIV. 
The earlier uses are based on those of L. 
visitare in the Vulgate. - (O)F. visiter 
( = Sp. visitar, It. visitare) - L. visitiire go 
to see, frequent. of visiire view, see to, visit, 
f. vis-, pp. stem of videre see (see prec.). So 
sb. XVII. - F. visite, f. visiter; or immed. f. 
the vb. vi·sitANT. XVI. -F. or L. visitA·
TION. XIV.- (O)F. -late L. (Tertullian, Vul
gate). visitato·RIAL. xvn. visitoR (formerly 
also visiter) vi·zit;}.I. XIV. -AN. visitour, 
(O)F. visiteur, f. visiter; the sense 'one who 
pays a friendly visit or stays on a visit' 
(xvn, Sh.) was earlier (xvi) borne by 
visitant. 

visne v1·m (leg.) neighbourhood, vicinage 
xv; jury summoned from the neighbour
hood in which the cause of an action lies 
xvrr. -AN., OF. 'Visne = Pr. vezinat :
Rom. *viciniitus, f. L. vicinus neighbour; 
see VICINITY, -ATE1• 

visnomy XVI (now arch. or dial.) = PHYSIO
GNOMY (var. senses). 

vison vai·s;}n American mink. xvnr. 
- F. vison (Buffon), of unkn. origin. 

visor, vizor vai·z;}.:r part of a helmet 
covering the face; mask (see VIZARD). XIV. 
ME. viser-AN. viser = (O)F. visiere, f. 
OF. vis face; see VISAGE, WIT2, -OR2• q The 
form -or (xvi) of the termination is a modi
fication of the earlier var. -our (xv-xvn) and 
its permanence is prob. due to a desire to 
avoid identity with -ER1 • 

vista vi·st;} view, prospect; opening in a 
wood, etc. affording a view; fig. XVII. -It. 
vista. q The earliest form is tvisto, which 
exhibits the tendency to substitute -o for -a 
in adoptions of Rom. words; cf. -ADO. 

visual vi·3u;}l, vi·zju;}l proceeding from the 
eye XV (Lydg.); pert. to sight or vision XVII; 
pert. to the object of sight XVIII. -late L. 
visuiilis, f. visu-s sight; cf. F. visuel, etc.; see 
VISION, -AL1 • Hence vi·suahzE form a 
mental picture of. XIX (Coleridge). 



VITAL 

vital vai·t:ll pert. to life XIV (Ch.; v. spark 
Pope); sustaining or essential to life xv 
(tv. spirit(s); tv. air oxygen XVIII); en
dowed with life; life-giving XVI ; essential or 
indispensable to the existence of something 
XVII. - (O)F. vital = Sp. vital, It. vitale
L. vitiilis, f. vita life :- *vivita, f. vi·vus 
living; see VIVID and -AL1 ; sb. pl. vitals 
XVII. - L. vitiilia n.pl. used sb. So vita·hTY 
vital force, principle of life XVI; active force, 
vigour XIX. - L. vi·talrzE. XVII. 

vitamin vi·t;lmin, vai·t;lmin any of a group 
of certain essential food elements. XX. 
Earliervitamine -main;- G. vitamine(Casi
mir Funk, 1913), f. L. vita life (cf. prec.) 
+amine AMINE. tjf So named because it was 
first believed that an amino-acid was present, 
the sp. being later modified in order to avoid 
the suggestion. 

vitellus vite·l;ls (bioi.) yolk of egg. XVIII. 
L. 

vitiate vi·Jieit render faulty or corrupt XVI; 
render of no effect XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
vitiiire (after tvitiate pp. xv), f. ·vitium 
VICE1 ; see -ATE 2, -ATE3 • So vitiA·TION. 
XVII. - L. 

vitreous vi·tri;ls of or resembling glass. 
XVII. f. L. vitreus of glass, glassy, clear, 
transparent, f. vitrum glass; see -Eous. So 
vi•triFY. XVI. -F. vitrifier or medL. *1.•itri
jiciire. 

vitriol vi·tri;ll sulphate of iron, copper, etc. 
XIV (Ch.); oil of v. concentrated sulphuric 
acid XVI. - (O)F. ·vitriol or medL. vitriolum 
(Albertus :\!Iagnus, XIII), f. L. vitrum glass; 
so named on account of the glassy appear
ance of vitriol salts. Cf. It. vet-, vitri(u)olo, 
Sp. vitriolo. So vitriolic -;:,·lik. XVII; cf. 
F. vitriolique. 

Vitruvian vrtru·vi;ln pert. to Marcus 
Vitruvius Pollio, Roman writer on archi
tecture. XVIII. See -IAN. 

vitta vi·t;l L. 'band', 'fillet', 'chaplet'; used 
in various deriv. techn. senses from XVII. 

vituline vi·tjt'llain pert. to a calf. XVII. 
- L. vitulinus, f. vitulus calf, prob. rei. to 
WETHER; see -INEI, VEAL. 

vituperate vaitju·p;lreit blame in strong 
language. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. vituperii1·e, 
f. z·itu-, for viti-, stem of vitium VICE1 (for 
the formation cf. recuperiire RECUPERATE); 
see -ATE 3 • So vituperA·TION. xv. -OF. or 
L., not common before XIX; there is a gap 
in both words between mid-xvii and early 
XIX (Scott). 

Vitus vai ·t;}S name of a Christian martyr of 
Rome under Diocletian, associated with 
convulsive ailments (St. Vitus's dance, 
chorea xvn). 

viva1 vi·v:l cry of 'long live ... !', cheer, 
hurrah. XVII (Evelyn). It., 3rd sg. pres. 
sub. of vivere :- L. vivere live (see VIVID). 
So vi vat vai·va:t. XVII (Cowley). -F. or L. 
(3rd sg. pres. subj, of vivere). 

VOCABLE 

viva• vai·v:l (colloq.) short for viva voce 
vai·v;l vou·si oral examination, 'with living 
voice', abl. of fern. of L. vivus (see VIVID)+ 
vox VOICE (cf. late Gr. '"'v </Jwvfj). 

vivacious vai-, vivei·J;ls full of liveliness or 
animation. XVII. f. L. ZJiviici-, viviix 
conscious or tenacious of life, lively, 
vigorous, f. vivus alive, vivere live; see 
VIVID, -ACIOUS. So ViVaCITY -re·slti. XV. 
- (O)F.- L. 

vivarium vai-, vivE;}·ri;lm enclosed place 
for keeping live animals, esp. fish. XVI 
(Holland). L. 'warren, fishpond', sb. use of 
vi1.•tirius, f. vivus; see prec. and -ARY. 

vivid vi·vid full of life, lively. xvn. - L. 
vividus, f. vi·vere be living, vivus alive, 
lively, corr. to Skr. jtvati, jivds, rei. to 
Gr. bios life (cf. BIO-), zen (cf. zoo-), and 
Qt:ICK; see -ID1 • 

viviparous vaivi·p;lres, vi- bringing forth 
voung in a live state. XVII. f. L. viviparus, 
f. vivus (see prec.)-j--parus bring forth (cf. 
PARENT); see -ous. 

vivisection vivise·kJ;}n dissection of a 
living animal body. XVIII. f. vivi-, comb. 
form of L. vivus alive (cf. prec.) +SECTION, 
after dissection. 

vixen vi·ksn she-fox. xv. Late ME. fixene 
fox 'vixen of the fox'; not recorded in OE., 
which had fyxe and adj. fyxen, but there is 
a parallel sb. in late OHG. fuhsin, MHG. 
·viihsinne (G. fiichsin); see FOX, -EN 2• tjf For 
initial 1.•, not recorded before late XVI, cf. 
VA:--;\ VANE; the !-form continued till early 
XVIII. 

viz = VIDELICET. XVI. repr. medL. 1.'iJ, in 
which 3 is the normal symbol for the ter
mination -et. 

vizard vi·z;).rd mask. XVI. alt. of visar (xv
xvr), z·izar (XVI-XVII), vars. of VISOR; for a 
similar substitution of -ARD see MAZ(z)ARD. 

vizier vi·zi;l.r in Mohammedan countries, 
high official, viceroy, etc. xvL Early forms 
1:ezir, 1.•izir- F. visir, vizir or Sp. visir
Turk. vezir- Arab. wazir, tvezir porter. 

vizierate vizbreit dignity of a VIZier. 
XVII. - Arab. noiziirat, -et with assim. to 
prec. and -ATE1• 

vizor see VISOR. 
Vlach vhek Wallachian, Rumanian. xrx. 

- Bulg., Serb Vlach= OSL Vlacha Ru
manian, Italian, Czech, Vlach Italian, 
Russ. Voloch, etc. - Germ. (OHG.) Walh 
(cf. OE. wealh) foreigner, whence also 
medGr. Bldkhos. Cf. WALLACHIAN. 

vocable vou·kdbl word. XVI. -F. vocable 
or L. voctibulum, f. vociire call ; see VOCATION, 
-BLE. Reintroduced XVIII by Sc. writers ; 
mentioned as a Scotticism by Beattie 1787. 
So vocabulARY vokre·bjt'!hlri list of words 
with their meanings attached XVI ; range of 
words in a written language, etc. XVIII. 
- medL. vociibuliirius, -iirium; see -ARY; 
cf. GLOSS.'I.RY. 



VOCAL 

vocal vou·kal pert. to or uttered or formed 
by the voice. XIV (rare before XVI). - L. 
vociilis uttering voice, f. voc-, vox VOICE; see 
-AL 1 • Hence vo·calrsM exercise of the voice; 
(philo!.) system of vowels. XIX. vo·calrsT 
tspeaker xvn (rare); vocal musician XIX. 

vocation vo(u)kei·Jan calling to a state oflife, 
function, etc. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. vocation 
or L. vociitio(n-), f. vociire call. So vocatiVE 
va·kativ (gram.). xv. - (O)F. •oocatif or 
L. vociitivus (Aulus Gellius, Charisius, 
Priscian). 

vociferate vousi·fareit cry out loud. xvn. 
f. pp. stem of L. vocijeriiri, f. voci-, vox 
vorcE+fer-, stem of ferre BEAR 2 ; see -ATE 3• 

So vociferA·TION. xrv[xv. - (O)F. or L. 
voci·ferous. XVII (Chapman); see -IFERous. 

vodka v<>·dka ardent spirit orig. distilled in 
Russia. XIX. - Russ. v6dka, dim. of vodd 
WATER. 

voe vou (Orkney and Shetland dial.) bay, 
inlet. XVII. Norw. vaag, ON., Ice!. vdgr = 
OE. w:Eg wave, rei. to WEIGH. 

vogue voug tthe v. foremost place in 
estimation, greatest currency XVI ; popular 
esteem ; course of success ; prevailing 
fashion xvn. - F. vogue- It. voga rowing, 
fashion, f. vogare row, be going well = Pr., 
Pg. vogar, Sp. bogar, presumably of Germ. 
origin and f. the base repr. by (M)HG. 
wogen wave, float, be borne by the waves, 
rei. to WAY. 

voice vois sound(s) produced by the organs 
of utterance, in man freq. representing 
thought or opinion Xl!I ; expressed will or 
choice, vote xrv; vocal capacity, as for 
singing XVII. -AN. voiz, voice, OF. vois, 
voiz (also mod. voix) = Pr. votz, Sp. voz, 
It. voce, Rum. boace :- L. ·vocem, vox (cf. 
voCAL). Hence voice vb. speak of, state 
xv ; give utterance to XVII ; endow with 
voice. XVIll. 

void void not occupied, empty XIII ; in
effective, useless XIV; having no legal force 
xv. sb. empty space XVII. - OF. voide, 
dial. var. of vuide (mod. vide) fern., super
seding vuit m. = Pr. vueid, Cat. buit, It. 
vuoto :- Rom. *vocitu-s pp. formation on 
*voc-, repr. also in L. voch•us, with parallel 
*vac- of vaciire (see VACANT). 

voivode voi·voud, vaivode vei·voud local 
ruler in south-eastern Europe. XVI. -earlier 
Magyar vaj-voda (now vajda) and Bulg., 
Serb. vojvoda, Cz. vojevoda. Also zvay
wode XVII. 

Volapiik, -puk v<>·laptik, -puk artificial 
language invented in r879 by a German 
priest, Johann M. Schleyer. f. vol, alt. of 
Eng. world+ connecting vowel a+ piik, alt. of 
speech. 

volatile v<>·latail evaporating rapidly; 
lively. xvn. - (O)F. volatil or L. voliitilis, 
f. pp. stem of voliire fly. See -ILE. 

VOLUME 

volcano v<>lkei·nou mountain or hill having 
an opening called a crater through which 
lava, etc. is expelled. XVII. - It. volcano, 
tvulcano (whence also F., Sp. volcan), Pg. 
vulciio- L. Volciinu-s, Vulciinu-s Roman god 
of fire. So volcanrc v<>lkre·nik. XVIII. 
-F. volcanique, f. volcan. 

vole1 voul winning of all the tricks in 
certain card games. xvu (Dryden). -F. 
vole, f. voter :- L. voliire fly. 

vole 2 voul mouse-like animal (short-tailed 
field mouse, water-rat, etc.). XIX. orig. vole
mouse- Norw. *vollmus (cf. Ice!. vollarmus), 
f. voll field (ON, VQllr; cf. WOLD)+ mus MOUSE. 

volitant v<>·litant flitting. XIX. - prp. of 
L. volitiire, frequent. of voliire fly; see 
VOLE', -ANT. 

volition vo(u)li·Jan willing, resolving. XVII. 
-F. volition or medL. volitio(n-), f. volo 
I wish, WILL2 ; see -ITION. 

volley V<>·li simultaneous discharge of 
firearms or flight of missiles ; utterance of 
many words, etc.; phr. at the v. (after F. 
a la volee) of a ball in its flight before it 
touches the ground, etc., (fig.) without con
sideration, at random XVI; return stroke at 
a ball before it has touched the ground xrx. 
- (O)F. volee = Pr., Sp. volada, It. volata 
:-Rom. *voliita flight, sb. use of pp. fern. 
of L. voliire fly; see VOLE', -Y 3• Hence 
vo·lley vb. xvr. 

volplane v<>·lplein aeronautical glide. xx. 
For F. vol plane, i.e. vol flight (f. voler fly; 
cf. voLE1), plane, pp. of planer. 

Volscian v<>·lJian one of an ancient people 
inhabiting E. Latium. XVI (Volscan). f. L. 
Volsci, pl. of Volscus (whence late ME. 
Vulce, later Volsce)+-rAN. 

volt vault unit of electromotive force. XIX. 
Named after Alessandro Volta (174s-r8z7), 
Italian physician and chemist, whence also 
voltaiC Vvltei·ik. XIX (H. Davy). 

volt( e) V<>lt tvolta, lavolta, a kind of dance 
XVI ; sudden movement to avoid a thrust in 
fencing XVII. -F. volte- It. volta, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of volgere to turn :- L. volvere (see 
VOLUME). 

volte-face v<>lt(a)fre·s right-about, complete 
change of attitude. XIX (Scott). -F. volte
face- It. voltafaccia 'turn-face', f. voltare 
:- Rom. *volvittire, frequent. of volvere roll 
(see VOLUME)+faccia FACE. 

voluble V<>·ljubl tvariable; trotatory; rapid 
and fluent (of speech). XVI. -F. voluble or 
L. vo[iibi[is, f. volii-, as in VOLUME, VOLUTE; 
see -BLE. So volubi-liTY. xvr. -F. or L. 

volume v<>·ljum (hist.) roll of parchment, 
etc. forming a book; tome XIV (Wycl., 
Trevisa, Ch.); size, bulk t(of a book) XVI, 
(of other things) xvn; (poet.) coil, convolu
tion XVII. Late ME. volym, volum, volume 
-OF. volum, (also mod.) volume= Sp. 
volumen, It. volume - L. volamen roll of 



VOLUNTARY 

writing, book, fold, wreath, eddy, f. volU-, 
var. of base *wolw- of volvere roll = Gr. 
eiluein (cf. eilftma envelope, covering), f. IE. 
*we[- *wo[- tum (see HELIX, WALLOW). 
t;ll Forms such as volym, volum, repr. 
vo·lim, vo·lam, remained till XVI and 
XVIII respectively; the present form (xv) 
F. volume, L. voliimen shows assim. to F. 
and L. Cf. lettuce, minute, custom (costume). 
So voluminous valju·minas. XVII. -late L. 
volftminosus; cf. F. volumineux. 

voluntary v;>·lantari depending on free 
choice. XIV (Usk; the adv. is used by Ch.); 
sb. piece of music selected by an organist 
to be played e.g. while a congregation de
parts xvm. - (partly after (O)F. volontaire, 
tvoluntaire) L. voluntlirius, f. voluntlis will, 
for *voluntitlis, f. prp. form of the same 
type as eunt- going (f. vola I WILL) + -tlis 
-TY2

; see -ARY. So voluntEE"R one who 
voluntarily offers his services, orig. mil. 
XVII. -F. volontaire- L. voluntlirius (pl., 
sc. milites soldiers); the suffix was assim. to 
-IER2 and (later) -EER. Hence voluntee·ring 
(XVII, Dryden), whence by back-formation 
voluntee·r vb. xvm (J.). 

voluptuous valA·ptfuas, -tjuas pert. to 
sensual pleasure. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. 
voluptueux or L. voluptuosus, f. voluptas 
pleasure, f. volup agreeably, f. *wol- *zcel
WILL2 (cf. Gr. elpis hope); see -uous. So 
volu·ptuARY. XVII. - L. voluptulirius, later 
form of voluptlirius, f. voluptlis. volup
tuo·siTY. XIV (Gower). 

volute V;>·ljut spiral conformation. XVII. 
-F. volute or L. voliita, pp. of volvere roll 
(see WALLOW). Earlier tvolu·ta. XVI-XVIII. 

volva vo·lva (bot.) membrane covering 
fungi. XVIII. L., f. t'olvere roll, wrap. 

vomer vou·ma:r (anat., etc.) applied to 
various bones. XVIII. L. 'ploughshare'. 

vomit v;>·mit matter ejected from the 
stomach through the mouth. XIV (Trevisa, 
Ch., Wycl. Bible). -OF. vomite or L. 
vomitus, f. vomere vomit (whence F. vomir), 
rei. to Skr. vdmiti, Gr. eme£n (see EMETIC). 
So vo·mit vb. spew. XIV. f. vomit-, pp. 
stem of L. vomel"e or- L. frequent. vomitlire. 
vomi·TION. XVII. - F. tvomition or L. 

voodoo vii·du use of or belief in sorcery, 
etc. current among W. Indies and U.S. 
Negroes and creoles. XIX. -Dahomey vodu. 
Somewhat earlier in F. form vaudoux. 

voortrekker v5:rtre·ka:r Boer pioneer in 
S. Africa. XIX. Du., f. voor- FORE-+trekken 
TREK. 

voracious varei·fas greedy for food. XVII. 
f. L. vortici-, vortix, f. vorlire DEVOUR; see 
-rous. So voraciTY vane·slti. XVI. - (O)F. 
or L. 

-vorous varas terminal el. forming adjs., 
f. L. -varus devouring, eating (see DEVOUR, 
-ous), as in carnivorous, herbivorous, omni
vorous. 

vox 
vortex v5·.Iteks supposed rotation of the 

cosmic matter XVII ; violent eddy; (fig.) XVIII. 
- L. vortex eddy, whirlpool, whirlwind, var. 
of vert~x VERTEX. 

vorticism v5·.Itisizm principles of a school 
of painting originating in I 9 I 3 among some 
members of'the London Group'. f. L. vortic-, 
VORTEX, taken in the sense of the artist's 
conception of relations in the universe ; 
see -ISM. 

votary vou ·tari one bound by vow to a 
religious life or devoted to a pursuit, etc. 
xvr. f. vat-, pp. stem of L. vovere vow+ 
-ARY. Hence vo·tarESs1• XVI. So vo·tarisT. 
XVII (Sh.). 

vote vout indication of opinion by appointed 
means. xvj (in earliest use Sc.; less specific 
obs. senses occur xvr-xvni). - L. votum 
vow, wish (whence also Sp., Pg., It. voto), 
sb. use of n. pp. (*vovetom) of vovere vow, 
desire; hence F. vote. So vote vb. give a 
vote (for); tvow, tdevote. XVI (before 
I6oo exclusively Sc.). f. vat-, pp. stem of 
L. vovere. Cf. OF. voter (in mod. use from 
Eng.), Sp., Pg. votar, It. votare. So 
vo·tiVE. xvr. - L. votivus, whence also 
Sp., Pg., It. votivo, F. votif, -ive. 

vouch vautf cite as witness XIV; guarantee 
the truth of XVI ; be surety or witness for 
xvu. -OF. vocher, voucher summon, in
voke, claim, obscurely repr. L. voclire call 
(see VOCATION). So vou·chER5 summoning 
of a person into court to prove a title xvr ; 
piece of evidence, esp. written XVII (Sh.). 
-AN. sb. use of OF. inf. voucher. vouch
SAFE vautfsei·f confer, bestow, esp. in 
condescension ; show a gracious willingness 
XIV. orig. as two words, f. voucH warrant+ 
SAFE, adj. in predic. use, e.g. He vouchedB 
hyt saufe on us; in early use with great 
variety of form in the first el., the identity 
and meaning of which became obscured. 

voussoir vf:t"swib (archit.) one of the stones 
forming part of an arch or a vault. XVIII. 
f. modF. (OF. vousoir, -our adopted in 
ME. XIv-xv) :- popL. volsorium, f. *vols-, 
pp. stem of volvere roll (see VOLUME). 

vow1 vau solemn promise, esp. of a religious 
nature. XIII (S. Eng. Leg., RGlouc.). -AN. 
vou, vu(u), OF. vo, vou (mod. vwu) :- L. 
votum VOTE. So vb. make a vow. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. vouer, f. vou. 

vow 2 vau affirm, asseverate. XIV. Aphetic of 
AVOW. 

vowel vau·;:Jl sound produced by vibration 
of the vocal cords without audible friction. 
XIV. -OF. vouel, var. of voiel (superseded 
by later OF. voielle, mod. voyelle) :- L. 
voclilem (sonum) or voclile (signum) 'vocAL 
sound or sign' (the L. sb. voclilis is fern., 
sc. littera letter). 

vox voks in v. angelica, v. humana ('an· 
gelic, human VOICE'), organ stops imitative 
of vocal sounds. xvm. L. vox (voc-), f. 
base widely repr. in IE. 



VOYAGE 

voyage voi-id3 journey (spec. by water). 
XIII. ME. ve(i)age, vaiage, viage- AN. 
voiage, OF. ve(i)age, vayage (mod. voyage) 
= Pr. viatge (whence Sp. viaje, Pg. viagem, 
It. viaggio) :- L. viaticum money or pro
visions for a journey, in late L. journey (see 
VIATICUM). So voy·age vb., voy·ager xv 
(Caxton) = (O)F. 

vraic vreik seaweed found in the Channel 
Islands. XVII. -F. dial. vraic, var. of vrec, 
vrac- MLG., Du. wrak WRACK 2 ; cf. VAREC. 

vraisemblance vrtsablas verisimilitude. 
XIX (Scott). F., f. vrai; see VERY, SEM
BLANCE. 

vril vril mysterious force assumed to have 
been discovered in Lytton's 'The Coming 
Race', 1871. Arbitrary invention. 

vrouw, vrow vrau Dutch woman or 
matron. XVII. Du. vrouw (OS. jrfta = 
OHG. frouwa, G. frau). 

vulcanite vA·lkanait t pyroxene; prepara
tion of indiarubber and sulphur hardened 
by heat. XIX. f. Vulcan (L. Vulcanus), name 
of the ancient Roman god of fire+-ITE. 

vulcanize vA·lkanaiz treat (indiarubber) 
with sulphur to render it more durable. 
XIX. Named by Brockedon, friend of the 
English chemist Hancock, who invented 
it, f. Vulcan (see prec.)+-IzE. 

vulgar vA·lga.I that is in common or 
ordinary use XIV (Ch., Lydg.; rare before 
XVI); ordinary, common, commonplace 
XVI; Jacking in refinement XVII; sb. tthe 
vernacular xv (Lydg.); t(chiefly pl.) com
mon or vulgar person; the v. the common 
people; t(pl.) sentences, etc. in English to 
be translated into Latin XVI; tVulgate 
edition XVII. - L. vulgaris, f. vulgus, volgus 
the common people; see -AR. The sb. uses 
depend on those of medL. (vulgare vulgar 
tongue, vernacular, vulgares common peo
ple) and (O)F. (le vulgaire the common 
herd), etc. So vu·lgariSM tordinary ex
pression XVII (rare); vulgar expression, 
quality, etc. XVIII; vulgarity -g::e·riti 
tcommon people XVI ; tcommon use, 

WAD 

quality, etc. XVII; vulgar character XVIII. 
-late L.; cf. F. vulgarite (18oo). vu·lgariZE 
the vulgar XVII; make vulgarxvm. - modL. 
vulgarizare (whence also F. vulgariser, It. 
volgarizzare). vulgate vA·lgat in common 
use as a version of the Bible, spec. the Latin of 
St. Jerome completed in about405 A.D. XVII 
(Douay Bible, 1609); sb. the V. Bible XVIII; 
received text of the Bible ; ordinary reading 
in a text XIX. - late L. vulgata (sc. editio 
edition, lectio reading), vulgatus (sc. textw 
text), fern. and m. pp. of L. vulgare make 
public or common, f. vulgus; see -ATE2• 

vulgus vA·lgas school task consisting of 
a set of Latin or Greek verses. XIX. alt. of 
tvulgars (xvi), tr. modL. vulgaria, sb. use 
of n. pl. of L. vulgaris, used as the title of 
Latin-English phrase-books by J. Anwykyll 
(1483), W. Horman (1519), and R. Whiting
ton (1520); the ending was perh. assim. to 
GRAD US. 

vulnerable vA·ln;,r;,bl that may be wounded 
XVII (Sh.); open to attack XVII (of a place 
xvlll). -late L. vulneriibilis wounding, f. 
vulneriire wound, f. vulner-, vulnus wound; 
L. invulnerabilis was earlier and was used 
with the more usual pass. sense of the 
suffix -iibilis -ABLE. So vu·lnerARY used for 
healing wounds XVI ; also sb. XVII. - L. 
vulneriirius (Pliny). 

vulpine vA·lpain fox-like. XVII. - L. 
vulpinus, f. vulpes, volpes fox; see -INE1• 

vulture vA·ltJ;,.I large bird of prey of the 
order Raptores. XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa). -AN. vultur, OF. voltour (mod. 
vautour), corr. to Pr. voltor, It. avoltojo, 
Rum. vultur :- L. vulturius, f. vultur, voltur. 
Some early forms show dependence rather 
on OF. voutre :- L. vultur; a normal 
development is seen in vulter (XVI-XVII); 
the present pronunc. continues ME. vulture 
and has prob. been established by assoc. 
with -ture as in creature. So vu·lturiNE1• 

XVII. -L. 

vulva vA·lv;, (anat.) external organ of 
generation in the female. XVI. - L. vulva, 
valva womb, matrix. 

w 
Waac w::ek member of the Women's wadda wadding (XIV); obscurely rei. to Du. 
Army Auxiliary Corps 1917. watten (whence G. watte), F. ouate, It. 

wabble see wOBBLE. ovatta padding, cotton-wool, Sp. bata 
dressing-gown, which has been referred to 

wacke w::e·k;, (geol.) sandstone-like rock. Arab. ba{in padded clothes. Hence wad 
XIX. -G. wacke (MHG. wacke large stone, vb. put a wad in (a gun, etc.) XVI; lay up in 
OHG. wacko pebble) miner's word adopted bundles XVII; wa·ddiNGl material for wads. 
by the geologist Werner. XVII, esp. cotton-wool. Cf. Sw. vadd (from 

wad wad twadding; (dial.) bundle of hay, Eng.), Da. vat (from Du. or G.), Russ. vdta, 
etc. XVI; tightly-rolled bundle XVIII. In G. wattieren, -ierung, Sw. waddera, -ering, 
form and early meaning corr. to AL. Da. vattere, -ering pad, padding. 
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WADDLE 

waddle w<>·dl walk with swaying motion. 
XVII (Sh.). perh. frequent. of WADE; see 
-LE 3

• Late ME. wadill, meaning app. 'fall 
heavily' is difficult to connect with the 
mod. use. 

wade weid tgo OE. ; walk through water 
or any liquid XIII (OE. in oferwadan wade 
over). OE. wadan, pt. wad = OFris. wada, 
MDu., MLG. waden (Du. waden wk.), 
OHG. watan (G. zvaten wk.), ON. vaiJa :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *waoan go, go 
through; f. IE. *wiidh-, repr. by L. viidere 
go, vadiire wade through, vadum ford (cf. 
OE. wred, ON. vaiJ ford). 

wadi, -y wa·di ravine or gully turned into 
a watercourse. XIX. -Arab. wiidi. 

wadmal wo·dm;Jl woollen fabric. XIV. 
-ON. vaomdl, prob. for *vdomdl, f. ·vdiJ 
cloth, WEED 2+mdl measure (see MEAL2). 

wadset wo·dset (chiefly Sc.) pawn, mort
gage. XIV. f. wad, Sc. var. of WED sb. + SET1 ; 

prob. developed from OE. phr. *W wedde 
settan put to pledge (tO wedde leegan and 
sellan are recorded; cf. OE. wedd settan 
deposit a pledge). Hence sb. xv. 

wafer wei·f;JJ: very light thin crisp cake 
XIV (PPI., Ch.); thin disc of unleavened 
bread used at the Eucharist XVI ; disc used 
for sealing, etc. XVII. -AN. wafre, var. of 
ONF. waufre, (O)F. gaufre (see GOFFER) 
- MLG. wiifel WAFFLE. 

wafHe wo·fl (U.S.) batter-cake. XIX. - Du. 
wafel, early waefel = MLG. wiifel (see 
WAFER); as F. gaufre has also the sense 
'honeycomb', it is inferred that the Germ. 
word had orig. this meaning and is rei. to 
OHG. wabo, -a (G. wabe) honeycomb 
(cf. WEAVE1). 

waft woft tconvoy; convey safely by water 
XVI ; tpass or propel through the air XVII ; 
carry through the air or through space XVIII 
(Pope). Back-formation from twafter armed 
vessel used as a convoy (xv wa(u)ghter) -
LG., Du. wachter guard, f. wachten guard 
(see WAIT). Hence waftuRE wo·ftju:u wav
ing; first as Rowe's emendation in his edi
tion of r 709 of zvafter in earlier editions of 
Sh. 'Julius Ca!sar' II i 246. 

wag1 Wa!g trans. tstir, move XIII; sway 
from side to side XIV; intr. tbrandish, wave 
XIII; move to and fro XIV. ME. zvaggen, 
iterative formation on OE. wagian totter, 
sway), ME. zva)e, zvazv(e) = MLG., :.v!Du. 
wagen, OHG. wagon, ON. vaga (cf. vagga 
cradle). So waggle Wa!·gl. xv; see -LE3 

and cf. (:\1)LG., Du. waggelen stagger, 
totter (whence (M)HG. wackeln), which 
may be the immcd. source. Cf. WIGGLE. 

WAIST 

abbreviations see QUACK 2 • Hence wa·ggERY. 
XVI (Lyly), wa·ggiSH1 • XVI (Sh.). 

waggon, wagon Wa!'g;Jn strong four
wheeled vehicle for transport ; tcarriage, 
car, chariot XVI; covered vehicle for con
veyance by road ; truck, van running on a 
mining roadway or (later) railway line XVII. 
Early forms wagan, wag(h)en- Du. wagen, 
twaghen WAIN. (Hence F. wagon railway 
carriage.) So wa·g(g)onER1. XVI. - Du. 
wagenaar, tzvaghenaer. Hence wag(g)on
E·TTE four-wheeled (open) carriage. XIX. 

wagtail wa!·gteil small bird of the .genus 
Motacilla. XVI. f. WAG1 +TAIL', with ref. to 
the continual characteristic wagging of its 
tail; cf. earlier twagstert, t-start (START1) 

xv, and MLG. zvagestert, Du. kwikstaart 
'quick-tail', Sw. vippstjert, Da. vipstjfErt, 
F. hochequeue 'shake-tail'. 

waif weif piece of property found ownerless 
XIV (PPI.); person without home or friends, 
unowned child XVIII (Cowper). -AN. zvaij, 
weif (AL. zvavium, weyvum), var. of ONF. 
gaij, fern. gaive (cf. early modF. twayves, 
chases gayves or guesves), prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. veif something wavering or 
flapping, rei. to veifa wave). Often in phr. 
waifs and strays, or tstraijs, cf. ME. weyues 
and streyues. 

wail wei! express pain by prolonged 
piteous cries. XIV. -ON. *weila (cf. veilm• 
wailing), f. vei int. = OE. zvii WOE; the 
recorded ON. vb. is v;Ha (whence v<kl, 
v<klan), f. v<k int. Hence wail sb. XIV. 

wain wein large open vehicle for heavy 
loads; astron. used of the Great Bear (see 
CHARLES'S WAIN). OE. waeg(e)n, zvi£n 
waggon = OFris. zvein, OLow Frankish 
reidiJwagan, (M)LG., Du. u:agen, OHG. 
zvagan (G. wagen), ON. vagn cart, barrow 
:- CGerm. (ex<;. Goth.) *zuagnaz or *wegna:z 
:- IE. *woghnos or *weghnos (whence Oir. 
jbz waggon), f. *wogh- *wegh- carry (cf. 
WAY, \VEIGH), whence Gr. 6khos (:-*woghos) 
chariot, OS!. vozu (Russ. voz cartload), 
Skr. vahanam chariot, ship. 

wainscot wei·nsbt superior oak boarding 
imported from the Continent XIV; panelling 
of wood XVI. - MLG. wagenschot, presu
mably, f. zvagen WAGGON + schot (?)boarding 
planking (cf. bokenschot superior beech
wood); the first el. of this comp. (which was 
taken over into Fris., Flem., and Du.) is 
of doubtful identity; it has been referred by 
some to OFris. u·iich = OE. wiig, OS. zveg 
wall. 

waist weist middle section of the body XIV; 
middle part of a ship xv; narrowest or 
slenderest part XVII. Late lVIE. u·ast, waast, 
later waste, u·aist (which was rare till 

wag 2 wa!g mischievous boy, youth, chap; adopted in Johnson's Diet. 1755). Believed 
habitual joker XVI. prob. shortening of to repr. OE. *wrest, for *weahst (cf. early 
twaghalter (of which twagstring and ME. zcacste greatness), corr. to ON. *wahstur 
tzmgwith were vars.) one who is likely to (Ice!. voxstr, g. vaxtar), Goth. wahstus 
swing in the hangman's noose, gallows-bird growth, size, f. Germ. *zvaxs- grow, WAX2

• 

XVI (see WAG\ HALTER). t]j For similar comp. wai·stcOAT wei-s'kout, we·sk;Jt. XVI. 
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WAIT 

wait weit A. twatch as an enemy or spy xu ; 
tawait; remain, stay XIV; defer action XVII; 
B. serve at tablexvi. - ONF. waitier, var. of 
OF. guaitier (mod. guetter watch for) = Pr. 
guaitar, It. guatare- Germ. *waxtan (OHG. 
wahten, MHG. wahten, f. *wak- WAKE1). So 
wait sb. twatch; twatchman; as in phr. 
lie in u·ait, etc. xv ; pl. town musicians XIII 
(singers and musicians performing in the 
streets at Christmastide XVIII). Partly -
ONF. *wait, wet, f. the vb. waitier; partly 
f. the Eng. vb. 

wait-a-bit wei·t::~bit applied to certain 
S. Afr. shrubs with joe. ref. to their hooked 
and clinging thorns. xvm. tr. Afrikaans 
wacht-een-beetje (now wag-'n-bietjie). 

waiter wei·t;;>J: twatcher, watchman XIV; 
tattendant, servitor xv; man who waits on 
guests XVII ; (for 1vaiting salver, in which 
waiting is gerund used attrib.) small tray 
XVIII. f. WAIT+-ER1• Hence waitrESS1 

thandmaid XVI (rare); woman or girl who 
waits at table XIX. 

waive . weiv toutlaw XIII ; relinquish, 
abandon XIV, ( esp. a right) xv; refrain from 
enforcing (a rule), or from persisting in or 
entering upon (an action) xvu.- AI'\. weyver 
(whence AL. waiviare) = var. of OF. 
gaiver, guesver make a 'waif' of, abandon, 
f. gaif WAIF. So wai·vER5 (leg.) dispensing 
with a requirement. xvn. -AN. (Law F.) 
weyver (Britton XIII), sb. use of inf. 

wake1 weik watching, watch, vigil OE. 
(spec. beside a dead body; hence, ob
servances incidental to this xv); vigil of a 
church festival, esp. as an occasion of 
merrymaking XIII. OE. *wacu (only in 
nihtwacu night-watch), corr. to MLG., 
MDu. wake (Du. waak), OHG. wahha (G. 
wache) watch, watching, wakefulness, ON. 
vaka watch, vigil, eve; rei. to WAKE 3

• In the 
last sense prob.- ON. vaka (cf. :J6nsvaka 
St. John's Eve, 23rd June, Midsummer 
festivities). 

wake 2 weik track left on the water's surface 
by a moving vessel. XVI. prob. - MLG. 
wake- ON. *vaku (vpk), vaka hole or 
opening in ice, perh. orig. one made for 
itself by a vessel (whence also Du. zvak, and 
G. wake hole or channel in ice); the sense 
'vessel's track' is rare and local outside Eng. ; 
perh. ult. f. Germ. *wakw- moist, damp, 
rei. to Gr. hugr6s, L. itvidus (:- *ugwidos) 
moist. 

wake3 weik A. remain awake OE. ; become 
awake; B. rouse from sleep XIII. (i) OE. 
str. vb. *wacan (repr. by onwacan, iizvacan 
AWAKE) only in pt. woe, corr. to ON. *vaka 
(repr. by pp. vakinn awake); (ii) OE. wk. 
vb. wacian = OFris. zvakia, OS. wakon, 
OHG. wahhen, -on (G. wachen), ON. vaka, 
Goth. wakan :- CGerm. "'wakiijan, *wako
jan, f. *wak- (see also WATCH) :- IE. *'wog
*weg- be lively or active (see VEGETABLE, 
VIGOUR, VIGIL), vars. of which in form and 

WALKYRIE 

meaning are seen in Goth. wokains wakeful, 
wokrs, OE. wocor, ON. okr growth, increase, 
usury, and OE. eac (see EKE). Sense B, 
which is expressed in OE. by weccan 
(:- *wakjan), depends partly on ON. vaka 
(intr. and trans.). Hence wa·keFUL1• XVI 
(Coverdale). 

wakeel W;;>ki'! var. of VAKEEL. 

waken wei·kn become awake; rouse from 
sleep. xu. - ON. vakna wake up = OE. 
wrecnan, also wrecnian (recorded only in the 
sense 'rise, spring, be derived'), Goth. 
gaJwaknan (prp. only), f. CGerm. *'wak-; 
see -EN5 • 

wake-robin wei·km:bin Arum maculatum, 
lords-and-ladies, cuckoo-pint (U.S. various 
other plants). XVI (Palsgr., Gerarde). Of 
unkn. origin. 

wakon wei·k;;>n MANITOU. XVIII. -Dakota 
wakay, sb. use of adj. 'spiritual, sacred, 
consecrated'. (j[ J. F. Cooper 'The Prairie' 
xxviii has the form wahcondah. 

Wal(l)ach w;:,·!;;>k =VLACH. XVIII. 

Waldensian w::>Ide·nsi::ln pert. to the 
Waldenses adherents of a religious sect 
which originated through the preaching of 
Peter Waldo of Lyons, France, c.1170. XVII. 
See -IAN. 

wale wei! weal on the flesh OE.; horizontal 
timber round the top of the sides of a boat 
XIV; raised line in a fabric XVI; ridge of a 
horse's collar XVIII. Late OE. walu ridge 
of land, etc., weal= LG. wiile weal, ON. 
vala knuckle, rei to WEAL2 • Cf. CHANNEL2, 

GU:>WALE. 

Waler wei·!;;>x horse imported from Austra
lia, esp. New South Wales. XIX. f. Wales+ 
-ER1• 

wali wii-li var. of VALL XIX. 

walk1 w5k intr. troll, toss; tmove about, 
journey, go OE.; travel on foot, (trans.) 
traverse on foot XIII; lead at a walk xv. 
OE. wealcan, pt. weolc, pp. gezvealcen, corr. 
to (M)LG., (M)Du. walken full, work 
(felt), cudgel, OHG. *u·alchen, in pps. ge
walchen, forwalchen felted, matted, MHG. 
walken, pt. wielc, pp. walken knead, roll 
(paste), full, cudgel, drub, ON. valka drag 
about, torment, refl. wallow; f. Germ. 
*walk-, of unkn. origin. Hence sb. XIV 
(Ch.). See foil. 

walk2 w5k full (cloth). xv. - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. (see prec.); perh. partly from the 
agent-noun walkER1 w5·k;;>x (surviving 
dial. till XIX and as a surname) in OE. 
wealcere, (M)LG., (M)Du. walker, OHG. 
walkiiri (G. walker); u!t. identical with 
WALK1 • 

Walker w5·k::~x excl. expressing incredulity. 
XIX. More fully Hookey W.; ofunkn. origin. 

walkyrie w;:,·lkiri var. of VALKYRIE. 



WALL 

wall w51 rampart; defensive structure en
closing a town, etc. ; lateral or vertical 
division of a building. OE. wall (WS. weall), 
corr. to OFris., OS., (M)LG., (M)Du. wal 
(MHG., G. wall is from MLG.)- L. 
vallum rampart, orig. palisading, f. vallus 
stake. Hence wall vb. XIII (OE. had ge
weallod walled). Comp. wa·llFLOWER gilli
flower, Cheiranthus, which grows wild on old 
walls, in quarries, etc. XVI (Lyte, Gerarde). 
tr. Du. muurbloem, G. mauerblume. 

wallaby wo·labi small species of kangaroo. 
XIX. - native Australian wolabii. 

Wallachian, Walachian wolei·kian pert. 
to Wal(l)achia, area of SE. Europe whose 
inhabitants speak a Romance language 
(Walachs or Vlachs). XVII. f. medL, 
TVal(l)achia, f. Sl. forms repr. Germ. 
"Walh- (cf. WELSH); see -IAN. 

wallah wo·la in words of native Indian 
languages adopted by European residents, 
e.g. howdah-w. elephant accustomed to 
carrying a howdah, PUNKAH-w., hence, by 
extension, in competition-w. XVII!. - Hindi 
-2viilii, terminal el. expressing relation 
forming adjs. and sbs., apprehended by 
Europeans as a sb. meaning 'man', 'fellow'. 

wallet wo·lit bag for provisions for a 
joum.ey, pilgrim's scrip, pedlar's pack 
XIV (Ch. wale·t and wa·let); (orig. U.S.) 
pocket-book to hold papers XIX. prob.
AN. "walet, the base of which may have 
been Germ. *wall- roll (see WELL1 and 2) 

with which some connect OE. weallian = 
MLG. wallen, OHG. wallon (G. wallen) go 
on pilgrimage :- WGerm. "wallojan; see 
-ET. 

wall-eyed w5·laid having eyes of an 
excessively light colour or showing diverg
ence of some kind. XIV (wawil!eJed, waugle 
eghed). - ON. vagleygr, f. "vag[ (surviving 
in Ice!. vag[ film over the eye, Sw. vagel 
sty in the eye)+-eygr -eyed, f. auga EYE; 
see -ED 2• Hence by back-formation wall 
eye. xvr. 

wall-knot w5·lnot, wale-knot wei·lnot 
knot made on the end of a rope by unlaying 
and intertwining the strands. XVIII. rei. 
obscurely to Norw., Sw. valknut, Da. 
valknude double knot, secure knot, in 
Norw. also, gammadion, swastika, G. wald
knoten (with assim. to wald wood, forest), 
in hunting parlance, double knot. 

Walloon woh1·n one of a people of Gaulish 
origin and speaking a dialect of French 
inhabiting south-eastern Belgium XVI; 
their language XVII. -F. wallon- medL. 
Wallo(n-), f. Germ. *walxaz foreign. Cf. 
VLACH, WALLACHIAN, 'VELSH, -OON. 

wallop wo·lap tgallop XIV; tbubbling 
motion; violent noisy movement XVI ; beat 
of the heart, resounding blow XVIII. So 
wallop vb. tgallop XIV; boil, bubble XVI; 
make violent noisy movements XVIII; beat 
soundly XIX. - ONF. walop, var. of (O)F. 

WAN 

galop, and its source waloper, galoper 
(whence MHG. walop and walopiren) GAL
LOP. The imit. suggestiveness of the words 
has furthered in Eng. the development of 
a variety of colloq. uses (perh. of joe. 
origin), esp. since gallop prevailed (XVI) in 
the more dignified uses. 

wallow wo·lou roll about or from side to 
side. OE.; be plunged in degraded living 
XIII. OE. walv.;ian (WS. wealwian) :
WGerm. *wahvojan, rei. to wielwan trans. 
roll = Goth. aj-, at-, faurjwalwjan (cf. wal
wison intr. roll); f. Germ. *walw- "'welw
:- IE. *wolw- *zvelu:-, whence Gr. elustheis 
rolled, wrapped, elutron wrapper, case, L. 
volvere roll (cf. VOLUME). 

Wallsend w5·lzend designating orig. coal 
from a now exhausted local seam, (later) 
coal of a certain quality and size. XIX 
(Dickens). Name of a town in Northumber
land, so named from its situation at the end 
of the Roman wall. 

wallwort w5·lwaJt dwarf elder, Sambucus 
Ebulus. OE. 2cealhwyrt, f. wealh foreign+ 
wyrt WORT1 • 

walnut w5·(l)nAt nut of Juglans regia. 
Late OE. zvalh-hnutu (once), corr. to MLG. 
wallnut (whence (M)HG. walnuss), MDu. 
walnote (Du. walnoot), ON. walhnot :
Germ. formation, prob. orig. of the LDu. 
area, on *walxaz foreign and *xnut- NUT. 
Cf. MHG. wiilhisch nu:; (G. dial. wiilsche 
nuss), Flem. walsche not (Kilian), a LG. 
equiv. of which was adopted in ME. as 
twalsh note (xiv); cf. OF. noix gauge (mod. 
dial. gaog, gok walnut), repr. Rom. *nux 
gallic a 'French nut'. q The reprs. of simple 
L. nux in Rom. langs. mean 'walnut'. 

walrus w(>·lras sea-horse, morse. xvu. 
prob. - Du. walms, -ros (whence also G. 
walross, Sw. hvalross, Da. hvalros), alt., 
after walvisch 'whale-fish', by inversion of 
the els. of such forms as OE. horschwrel, 
ON. hrosshvalr ('horse-whale'), but the 
mutual relations are obscure. 

waltz w5ls, w5lts dance performed to 
music in triple time; also vb. xvm. -G. 
v.1alzer the dance, f. walzen roll, revolve, 
dance the waltz, f. Germ. *walt-, extension 
of *wal- roll (see WELTER). Cf. VALSE and 
Du. wals. 

wampee wompi· (fruit of) an Asiatic tree, 
Clausena Wampi. XIX. -Chinese hwang pi 
'yellow skin'. 

wampum wo·mpam beads threaded on 
strings used by N. Amer. Indians as cur
rency, etc. XVII. Shortening of somewhat 
earlier wampumpeag (which was falsely 
analysed as wampum+peag), a word of the 
Algonquian langs., f. wap white (cf. 
WAPITI)+umpe string+pl. suffix -ag. 

wan won fdusky, dark; livid, leaden-hued 
OE.; pallid, unusually pale XII! (Cursor M.). 
OE. wan(n), of unkn. origin and having 
no certain cogns., poss. rei. to WANE. 
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wand wond (dial.) straight, slender stick 
xu (Orm); slender stem, sapling XIII 
(Cursor M.); rod or staff of office; magic 
rod xv. -ON. *wandur (vQndr) = Goth. 
wandus :- *wanduz (not in WGerm.), prob. 
f. *'wand- *'wend- tum, WEND, the basic 
notion being that of flexibility (supported 
by dial. uses as above). Camp. wa·ndsMAN 
verger. XIX; see -s. 

wander wo·nd;~:r move aimlessly about 
OE. ; deviate without purpose from XV. 
OE. wandrian = OFris. zvondria, MLG., 
MDu. wanderen (whence (M)HG. wandern, 
Sw. wandra, Da. vandre) :- WGerm. *wan
drojan, f. *wand- *wend- WEND; see -ER4 • 

wanderoo wond;~ru· prop. langur monkey 
of Ceylon, usu. misapplied, after Buffon, to 
the lion-tailed macaque of Malabar. XVII. 
-Sinhalese wanderu monkey, rei. to Hindi 
bandar :- Skr. vdnara monkey, perh. orig. 
'forest-dweller', f. vanar- forest. 

wane wein grow less, decrease, spec. of the 
periodical decrease of the visible illuminated 
portion of the moon. OE. wanian lessen 
(intr. and trans.) = OFris. wonia, OS. 
wanon, OHG. wanon, wanen, ON. vana 
diminish, vanask grow less, Goth. *wanan 
(cf. wanains loss):- CGerm. *wanojan, 
•wanrejan, f. •wano- lacking (whence OE. 
wan, ON. vanr, Goth. wans), f. IE. *wd, 
repr. also by L. viinus VAIN. Cf. WANT. So 
wane sb. twant, lack OE. ; amount by 
which a plank falls short of the squared 
shape XVII. OE. wana; cf. Du. zvan 
shrinkage, Goth. wan lack; f. *wan- adj. 
Hence waney wei·ni (of timber). XVII; 
see -Y1• 

wangle wre•IJgl accomplish or obtain by 
irregular or insidious means. XIX. First 
recorded as printers' sl., 'arrange or fake to 
one's own satisfaction' (Jacobi 'Printers' 
Vocabulary', 1888); perh. based on waggle 
and dial. wankle unsteady, unconstant, 
precarious (OE. wancol) under the inft. of 
a vague sense of phonetic symbolism. 
Hence sb. 

WAR 

construction is impers. So want vb. is 
lacking; be without xu. -ON. *'wanta, 
vanta, impers. vb. with accus. of person and 
thing, prob. :- *wanaton, f. *'wan- (see 
WANE). g For similar adoptions of Scand. 
neuters in -t cf. SCANT, THWART\ WIGHT2• 

wanton wo·nt<ln tundisciplined XIII (Cursor 
M.) ;lascivious,lewdxrv(Ch., PPI., Gower); 
tsportive, capricious XIV; tinsolent; (poet.) 
luxurious XVI; reckless of justice or pity 
xvr. ME. wantowen, wantoun, f. wan-, prefix 
equiv. to UN-1, MIS-1, OE. wan- = OFris., 
OS., OHG. wan-, zvana- (Du. wan-, G. wahn-, 
in wahnsinn, wahnwitz insanity), ON. van-, 
orig. identical with adj. twane (see WANE)+ 
tov:en, to:;en, OE. togen, pp. of teon disci
pline, train:- ii>teohan (see TIE). t;I)The prefix 
is repr. also in ME. wanhope despair (xm), 
corr. to MLG., MDu. wanhope, and i~ prolific 
in Sc. and north. dialects, e.g. wanchancy 
unlucky (xvrii), wanfortune (xv), wanhap, 
wanrest (xvr), wanruly unruly (xvm), wan
sonsy mischievous (xrx). 

wapentake wo·p<lnteik subdivision of some 
shires (in which the Danish element of the 
population was large), corr. to a hundred. 
Late OE. wrepen(ge)tmc- ON. vdpnatah, f. 
vdpna, g. pl. of vdpn WEAPoN+tak act of 
taking, f. taka TAKE. The evolution of the 
Eng. sense from that of the ON. word, 
'vote or consent expressed by waving or 
brandishing weapons', can only be con
jectured. 

wapiti wo·prtl N. Amer. stag or elk, 
Cervus canadensis. XIX. - Shawnee wapiti 
'white deer' (wap white), so named to dis
tinguish it from the moose. 

wappato(o) wo·p<ltou, -tii tubers of 
Sagittaria variabilis. xrx. -Chinook jargon 
wappatoo, - Cree wapatowa 'white mush
room'. 

wappens(c)haw, -s(c)hawing wo·p;~nf5, 
-iiJ (Sc.) muster or review of men under 
arms. XVI (revived by Scott). f. north. Eng. 
wapen (- ON. vdpn WEAPON) + schaw, 
schazving SHOW. 

wangun wre·IJg:m (U.S.) boat or chest for 
provisions and outfit. xrx. Shortened war w5:r hostile contention of armed forces. 
-Montagnais Indian atawangan, f. atazvan XII (Peterborough Chron.). Late ME. 
buy or sell. war(r), warre (xv), earlier werre (xm-xv; 

• . ( h) h h ( ) e.g. PPl., Ch., Wyclif), wyrre (xii), weorre 
wan10n wo·nJ;~n arc . p r. wit in a w. (xm)- AN., ONF. werre, var. of (O)F. 

with a vengeance. XVI (revived by Scott). guerre = Pr., Sp., Pg., It. guerra, of Germ. 
alt. oftwaniand(XIV) inphr. tin thew., pro b. origin, f. base repr. by OHG. werra confu-
with ellipsis of mone moon, repr. OE. on sion, discord, strife, OS., OHG. werran 
wanigendum mi5nan at the time of the waning bring into confusion (G. wirren confuse, 
moon, i.e. in an unlucky hour; see WANE. perplex); cf. WORSE. Hence war vb., partly 

want wont condition or fact of being de- after A::'\. zcerreier (in F. guerroyer) XII. 
ficient XIII (Cursor M.); lack of the neces- comp. wa·rFARE1. xv. g The formal coin-
saries of life XIV; requirement XVI. Earlier cidence of L. bellu-s (cf. BEAU) and bellu-m 
(as in 'Ormulum') used as predic. adj. war (cf. BELLICOSE) led to the disappearance 
'lacking', 'wanting'- ON. *'want, vant, n. of the latter from Rom. In OE. there were 
of vanr lacking, missing, which was used several words for 'war', 'warfare', 'hostility', 
quasi-sb. in such expressions as var peim none of which survived; one of these, OE. 
v:ettugis vant they were in want of nothing, orlege, corr. to OFris. orlog, OS. orlag, -log, 
var vant kyr a cow was missing, in which the MDu. or log he (Du. oorlog), OHG. urliugi, 
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ON. erlygi. G. krieg war is a spec. use of its 
basic sense 'strife', 'contention'; ON. 
ufrior is lit. 'no-peace'; synon. L. bellum and 
Gr. p6lemos are of unkn. origin. 

warble w5·.zbl ttune, melody XIV, later 
(infl. by the vb.) act of warbling. Late ME. 
werble XIV- ONF. werble, var. of OF. 
*'guerble- OF rank. hwirbilan whirl, trill; cf. 
OHG. wirbil whirlwind (MHG. wabel, 
wirbel, G. wirbel whirlpool, whirlwind, 
spinning-top, etc.), rei. to (M)Du. wervel 
harp, ON. hvirfill circle, ring, crown of the 
head; see WHIRL. So warble vb. sing with 
trills and quavers (XVI ; ME. exx. of XIV are 
of doubtful meaning); in ONF. werbler, 
OF. guerbler, -oier. 

ward1 w5.zd A. watching, guarding, 
custody OE. ; charge of a prisoner xm; B. 
administrative division of a city, etc. XIV (in 
AL. warda XIII); C. separate room or 
division of a prison, hospital, etc. XVI; D. pl. 
notches or projections in a key or lock to 
prevent opening XV. OE. weard = MLG. 
warde, OHG. warta watch (G. warte watch
tower) :- WGerm. "waroo (whence ONF. 
warde, with the repr. of which the native 
word coalesced= (O)F. garde GUARD, Pr., 
Sp., Pg. guarda), f. "waro-, extension of 
•war- be on guard, watch (see WARE 2

). 

ward• w5.zd guard, defend OE.; parry, 
fend off xvr. OE. weardian = OFris. 
wardia, OS. wardon, OHG. warten (G. 
warten nurse, look after), ON. varoa :
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) "waroojan, "war
orejan, f. *waroo W ARD1 j reinforced in 
ME. by ONF. warder, var. of (O)F. garder 
GUARD vb. 

-ward w;ud suffix denoting direction, orig. 
(and so only in OE.) appended to local advs. 
(e.g. hiimweard homeward); a second stage 
is repr. by to heavenward, etc., which was 
followed by forms lacking the prep. (e.g. 
earthward, Godward). OE. -weard = 
OFris., OS. -ward, OHG. -wart, f. Germ. 
•-waro, var. of "werjJ- :- "wert- tum (L. 
vertere); in the suffix the primary sense is 
preserved, but in the related vb. werjJan it 
has the derived sense of 'become' (see 
WORTH3

). 

warden w5·.zdn tguardian; in various 
designations of office involving control or 
governorship. XIII. -AN., ONF. wardein, 
var. of OF. g(u)arden GUARDIAN. 

warder1 w5·.zd::~.z soldier set to guard an 
entrance XIV; gaoler XIX. -AN. wardere, 
wardour, f. OF. warder; see WARD", ·ER2

• 

warder• w5·.zd::~.z (arch.) staff, truncheon xv. 
Reduced form of twarderer (xiv), per h. orig. 
joe. use of twarderere look out behind (Ch.). 
-AN. *'ware derere, i.e. ware var. of (O)F. 
gare (-Germ. *war- WARE2)+derere (modF. 
derriere) behind :-Rom. *de retro, i.e. L. de 
from, retr{j behind (cf. REAR2

). 

Wardour Street w5·.zd::~.z strit name of a 
street in London mainly occupied by 

WARM 

dealers in antique and pseudo-antique 
furniture applied to a pseudo-archaic style 
of English affected by writers esp. of his
torical novels. XIX. 

wardrobe w5·.zdroub troom in which 
wearing apparel was kept XIV (movable 
closed cupboard for this xvm); department 
of a great household charged with the keep
ing of this; person'sstockofthisxv. -ONF. 
warderobe, var. of (O)F. garderobe, f. garder 
keep, GUARD, WARD 2+robe garment, ROBE. 

-wards w::udz OE. -weardes, corr. to OS., 
MLG. -wardes, Du -waarts, OHG. -wartes, 
f. Germ. *waroa-, with parallel *werjJa-, 
repr. by Goth. -wairjJs, OHG. -2vertes (G. 
-warts, earlier -werts); g. sg. n. formations 
gen. identical in sense with -WARD though 
differing in details of usage. · 

ware1 WE::I.I articles of merchandise or 
manufacture (in comps. earthenware, hard
ware), OE. waru = OFris.ware,were,MLG. 
(whence MHG., G.), MDu. ware (Du. 
waar), ON. vara :-Germ. "waro, perh. 
orig. 'object of care' and f. *war- (see next). 
Comp. wa·reHousE XIV; cf. Du. waarenhuis, 
G. warenhaus; hence vb. XVIII. 

ware• we::~.I (arch.) taware; careful in 
avoiding (surviving in BEWARE). OE. wmr, 
also gewmr = OS. war, also (and OHG.) 
giwor, Goth. *wars (in pl. warai) :- Germ. 
"(ga)waraz, f. *war- *2ver- observe, take 
care (poss. cogn. with L. vereri fear). 

ware3 wta.I tintr. take care; trans. beware 
of OE. (imper. in hunting use sometimes 
w5.z, continuing :VIE. war). OE. warian 
(imper. wara 'cave') = OFris. zvaria, OS. 
waron, OHG. bi:waron beware, 01\. vara; 
in ME. coalescing with ONF. warer (mod. 
garer), of Germ. origin (cf. prec.). 

warison w;)·risan twealth, possessions; 
treward XI!I; (misused by Scott for) note 
of assault, prob. by misinterpretation of 
'Mynstrells, playe vp for your waryson' 
(Battle of Otterbourne). - ONF. warison, 
var. of OF. garison (see GARRISON). 

warlock w5·.z!Dk ttraitor, scoundrel; tthe 
Devil; savage or monstrous creature OE. ; 
sorcerer, wizard XIV. OE. wterloga = OS. 
wiirlogo perh. deceiver (pl. applied to the 
Pharisees); f. OE. wier covenant = OHG. 
wiira truth, ON. vdrar pl., solemn promise, 
vow (cf. Viiringi confederate, VARANGIAN), 
rei. to OS., OHG. wiir true (see VERY)+ 
*log, wk. base of leogan LIE 2, appearing also 
in OE. iijJloga, treowloga, wedloga oath- or 
pledge-breaker. ME. warlow(e) (repr. OE. 
wrerloga) was superseded by the Sc. var. 
warlo(c)k (XVI), which was familiarized 
through Bums and Scott. 

warm w5.zm moderately hot OE. ; tcom
fortable, securely established XIV (Ch.); 
ardent, eager XIV (Gower); comfortably off; 
cordial, tender xv; lively, heated, excited 
xvr. OE. wearm = OFris., OS. warm, 
OHG. war(a)m (Du., G. warm), ON. varmr 
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:- CGerm. *warmm: (cf. Goth. warmjan 
warm, cherish), with var. *'werm-, repr. by 
OHG. wirma, ON. vermiwarmth; prob. to 
be referred to IE. *'ghworm- *ghwerm-, 
repr. by Skr.gharmdsheat, Av. gar3mo- hot, 
Gr. thermos hot, L.formus warm, and forms 
in OPruss., Alb., and Arm. So warm vb. 
(i) OE. *'wierman, werman, wirman trans. = 
OS. wermian (Du. warmen), OHG. wermen 
(G. wiirmen), ON. verma, Goth. warmjan 
:- CGerm. •~varmjan; (ii) OE. wearmian 
intr. = OHG. war(a)men (early modG. 
warmen) :- *warmrejan. 

warmTH1 w5~mp xu. OE. *'wierm]JU, 
*wwrm]Ju = MLG. wermede (Du. warmte), 
MHG. wermede (G. twarmte) :- WGerm. 
"warmi]Jo. · 

warn w5~n put on one's guard, give a 
caution to OE. ; inform, notify XIII. OE. 
war(e)nian, wearnian = MLG. warnen, 
OHG. warnon, warnen (G. warnen, whence 
Sw. varna, Da. varne) :- WGerm. *wara
nojan, -rejan, f. *war- be cautious (see WARE2). 

warp w5Jp A. tcast, throw OE.; (after 
ON. oroum verpa) tutter XIII; B. (after 
ON. orpinn pp. warped) trans. and intr. 
bend, twist aside XIV (fig. distort XVI) ; C. 
weave, twine XIII; D. tow XVI. OE. weorpan, 
pt. wearp, wurpon, pp. worpen (the ordinary 
vb. for 'cast', 'throw') = OS. werpan, OHG. 
werfan (Du. werpen, G. werjen), ON. verpa, 
Goth. wairpan; CGerm. str. vb. (becoming 
wk. in Eng. XIV), having no certain cogns. 
So warp sb. threads extended lengthwise 
in the loom OE. )( weft; rope, hawser XIII. 
OE. wearp, with Continental equivs. ; some 
later senses are from the vb. 

warrant wo·r;,nt A. t protector, defence; 
authoritative witness; authorization XIII; 
B. document conveying authority or secu
rity XV; justifying reason XVI. - ONF. 
warant, var. of OF. guarant, -and (mod. 
garant), whence Pr. garens, Sp. garante, It. 
guarento, cf. medL. warens, warandus
OFrank. werend(= OHG.werent, f.gijweren 
(G. gewiihren) = OFris. wera be surety for, 
guarantee). So warrant vb. tkeep safe 
XIII; guarantee the security of xvr. (Also 
war(r)and)- OF. warantir, warandir, vars. 
of g(u)arantir, -andir. wa·rrantv3 legal cove
nant. XIV (R. Mannyng)- AN. warantie, var. 
of garantie GUARANTEE. 

warren wo·r;:,n piece of land preserved for 
breeding game, esp. for the breeding of 
rabbits XIV; fig. xvu. -AN., ONF. warenne, 
var. of (O)F. garenne game-park, now esp. 
rabbit warren, Pr. garena- Gaulish "var
renna area marked off by palisading, f. *'varros 
post (cf. Ir.farr pillar, post), evidenced in 
Gaulish place-names. So wa·rrenER2 officer 
having charge of a warren (survives as 
surname) XIV. -AN. warener, ONF. war
rennier, (O)F. garennier. 

warrigal wo·rig;:,l dingo; wild Australian 
aboriginal XIX. Native Australian word, 

WASSAIL 

recorded as warregal, wor-re-gal, wor
rikul, etc. 

warrior wo·ri:u fighting man. xm. ME. 
werre(y)our- ONF. werreieor, werrieur, var. 
of OF. guerreieor (mod. guerroyeur), f. 
werreier, guerreier (whence ME. twarray), 
corr. to Pr. guerreiar, Sp., Pg. guerrear, It. 
guerreggiare, Rom. deriv. of *werra WAR; 
see -oR1• 

wart w5Jt round dry tough excrescence on 
the skin. OE. wearte = OFris. warte, worte, 
OS. warta, OHG. warza (Du. wrat, G. 
warze), ON. varta :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
"warton. 

wary we;:,·ri marked by caution. XVI. 
Extension ofwARE2 by the addition of -Y1 to 
impart a more adjectival appearance; cf. 
chilly, slippery. 

was woz, w;,z see BE. 

wash woJ cleanse with or as with water OE. 
(also refl. and intr. xu); of the sea, etc., flow 
over or past ; remove with or as with water 
xv. OE. wwscan, wascan, waxan, pt. wosc, 
weosc, weox, pl. woxon, weoscon, pp. -wwscen 
= OS. wascan (Du. wasschen, wiesch, 
gewasschen), OHG. wascan, wuosc, giwascan 
(G. waschen, wusch, gewaschen), ON. 
vaska (conjugated wk.):- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) orig. str. vb. *waskan :- *watskan, 
f. *wat- WATER. Traces of wk. conjugation 
appear XIV, but str. forms prevailed till XVI, 
after which they are mostly only dial. (pt. 
weesh, wush, pp. washen, weshen). Hence 
wash sb. (not continuous with OE. wasc 
'ablutio', gewwsc 'alluvium'); in many un
connected applications, some of which are 
of obscure origin ; tract of land alternately 
covered and exposed by the sea XIV (in AL. 
whasshum maris XIV); liquid refuse XV; 
watery infusion or mixture xvr. comp. 
wa·sh-leather xvu; earlier t~vashen leather 
(wesshyn leddyr xv), t washed leather (xvn) 
suggest that the orig. ref. was to the washing 
which was a part of the manufacture. 

washer1 wo·J;:,J one who washes xv; comp. 
wa·sherwo:MAN xvu, earlier (now U.S.) 
washwoman XVI; see -ER1• 

washer• wo·J;:,J perforated annular disc to 
prevent friction or looseness of parts. XIV 
(whasher). Of unkn. origin. 

wasp wosp insect of the genus Vespa. OE. 
wwsp, wwps, wwjs, corr. to OS. wepsia, 
wespa, wasp, OHG. wafsa, wefsa (G. wespe, 
dial. webes), MLG. wepse, wespe, wispe :
WGerm. *'waliis-, *'waps- :- IE. "wobhes-, 
"wops-, whence OSI., Russ. osa, OPruss. 
wobse wasp, Lith. vapsd gadfly, OBret. 
guohi, Cornish guhien, L. vespa (:- *'wopsii), 
usu. taken to be f. *'webh- wobh- WEAVE1, 

with ref. to the weblike construction of 
the insect's nest. Hence wa·sprsH1• XVI 
(Drant, Sh.). 

wassail wo·sl, wo·seil salutation used when 
presenting drink to a guest or drinking his 
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health XIII ( wres hreil, wassayl, -ail, La3. ; 
after XIV only hist. and dial.); liquor for 
drinking healths XIII; carousal XVII (Sh.). 
ME. wres hreil, wassayl- ON. ves heill 'be 
in good health' (see HALE1); recorded 
earlier (xn) in Geoffrey of Monmouth's 
'Historia Brittonum' VI xii (wes heil), 
Wace's 'Brut' (weshel, waisseil) and 'Roman 
de Rou', and Nigellus de Wireker's 'Specu
lum Stultorum' (wessail). In the orig. use 
coupled with drinkhail, the response of the 
guest. 

WaSt WLISt, W::lSt see BE. 

waste weist A. desert land xn; B. action of 
wasting XIII; C. wastP matter xv. - ONF. 
wast(e), var. of OF. guast(e), gast(e), partly 
repr. L. vastum, n. of viistus waste, desert, 
partly f. waster vb. So waste adj. unculti
vated, barren XIII; superfluous, refuse xv. 
- ONF. wast, var. of g(u)ast = Pr. gast, 
Pg. gasto, It. guasto :-Rom. *wasto, repr. 
(with infl. from rei. and synon. OFrank. 
wosti) L. viistus; superseded OE., ME. 
weste :- #wostiz. waste vb. devastate, con
sume by loss, decay, etc. XIII; consume or 
expend uselessly XIV. - ONF. waster, var. 
of g(u)aster = Pr. g(u)astar, Sp. gastar, It. 
guastare :- CRom. *wastiire, for L. viistare, 
f. viistus. Hence wa·steFUL1 causing de
vastation XIV; extravagant xv. wa·stER1 • 

XIV. 

wastel wOJ·st::~l (hist.) bread or loaf made of 
the finest flour. XIII (Havelok). - north
eastern var. waste[ of OF. guastel (mod. 
gateau cake), prob. of Germ. origin. 

wastrel wei·str::~l (in Cornwall) tract of 
waste land XVI ; article rejected as un
serviceable XVIII; unhealthy animal; good
for-nothing person, waster XIX. f. WASTE vb. 
+-REL. 

watch wL~tJ tbe awake OE.; be on the alert 
or look-out xrn; keep in view XIV. OE. 
*wreccan (in Nhb. wrecca, WS. prp. 
wreccende), doublet of wacian WAKE3• So 
watch sb. A. tvigil; action of watching XIV; 
(naut.) period of watching; one set to watch 
XVI ; B. talarm-clock XV ; small spring
driven time-piece for the pocket XVI; OE. 
wrecce, f. stem of *wreccan; in some later 
uses directly f. the vb. Hence wa·tchFuL1 

XVI. comp. wa·tchMAN XIV, Wa·tchWORD 
XIV. 

water w5·ta.I transparent liquid (chemically 
compounded of two parts hydrogen and one 
part oxygen) forming the material of seas, 
lakes, and rivers; (pro b. after Arab. ma' 
water, lustre, splendour) transparency and 
lustre of a gem xvn (Sh. ), whence in popular 
phr. of the first w. (equivalent uses are 
common to Germ. and Rom. langs.). OE. 
wreter = OFris. weter, OS. watar, OHG. 
wa~~ar (Du. water, G. wasser):- WGerm. 
*watar (ON. vatn, Goth. wato, g. watins, 
show a var. with n-formative), f. CGerm. 
•wat :-IE. •wod-, repr. by OSI., Russ. voda 
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(cf. VODKA); the var. *'wed- is repr. by WET, 
the var. *ud- (sometimes with nasal infix) by 
L. unda (cf. UNDULATE), Umbrian uturwave, 
Gr. hUdor, g. hudatos (:- udtztos), hudro
HYDRO-, Lith. vanduo, OPruss. unds, Skr. 
uddn. See also OTTER, WHISKY1• So wa·ter 
vb. trans. OE.; intr. XIV. OE. (ge)
wreterian, corr. to 1V1LG. zvateren, weteren 
(Du. wateren), MHG. we;;;;ern (G. wiissern). 
wa·terY1. OE. wmterig = .:VILG. waterich, 
etc. comps. wa·terFALL xrv (OE. had 
wretergefeall; cf. G. wasserfall, ON. vatnfall). 
watershed w5·t;uJed line separating 
waters flowing into different river basins 
XIX; after G. wasserscheide, which became 
common in scientific use c.I8oo; see SHED 2

• 

waterlog w5·t;ulog render unmanageable 
by flooding with water. XVIII. perh. orig. 
with sense 'make like a LOGP. 

Waterloo w5t;:~Jlu· name given to the 
battle fought outside vVaterloo, near 
Brussels, in which Napoleon Bonaparte was 
finally defeated (IS June ISIS); used 
allusively for: a decisive and final contest, 
a 'settler'. XIX (Byron calls the Armenian 
'a W. of an Alphabet'). 

water-souchy w5·t;:~x sii·tJi, sii·Ji fish 
boiled and served in its liquor. XVIII. 
- Du. waterzootje, f. water WATER + zootje, 
zoodje boiling (of fish), f. zode boiling, rei. 
to zieden SEETHE. 

watt wot (physics) unit of activity or power. 
XIX (Siemens, I8S2). f. name of James Watt 
(I736-ISI9), inventor of the modern steam 
engine and a pioneer in the science of 
energy. 

wattle1 wOJ·tl (pl. and coli. sg.) stakes inter
twined with twigs or branches used as 
fencing, etc. OE. watul, perh. rel. to w:etla 
bandage for a wound and poss. :- •walilaz 
(for the treatment of iJ cf. bottle, bottom), 
f. IE. *wodh- weave; see WEED 2, -LE1• 

Hence vb. XIV (PPI.). 

wattle• wo·tl fleshy lobe pendent from the 
head or neck of poultry, etc. XVI. Of unkn. 
origin ; the occurrence of watel for 'bag' or 
'basket' in some MSS. (others walet) in 
PPI. C. XI 269 and the casual use of wallets 
of flesh in Sh. 'Tempest' III iii 46 do not 
afford sufficient evidence that wattle is a 
metathetic var. of wallet. 

wave1 weiv move to and fro, shake or sway 
as with the wind. The word in the above 
senses as at present used·is not clearly evident 
before XVI. Though of similar meaning, it 
is not certainly continuous with OE. wajia11 
(recorded twice) make a movement to and 
fro with the hands, corr. to MHG. waben 
wave, undulate, f. Germ. *waa-, repr. also 
by ON. vafi doubt, uncertainty, vajl, 
vafia wavering and WAVER. The grade-var. 
•w<Ea- is repr. by ON. vdfa swing, vibrate. 

wave• weiv movement in an extent of 
water by which a portion of it rises above 
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the general level. XVI (Tindale, 1526). alt., 
by assoc. with WAVE1, of ME. twawe, 
earlier wa)e, rei. to OE. wagian, ME. wawe, 
sway to and fro, wave (cf. WAG1). Hence 
Wa•VY1. XVI. 

waver wei·vaJ twander, rove; fluctuate, 
vacillate; tsway. XIV. orig. north. and 
eastern;- ON. vafra move unsteadily, 
flicker (Norw. vavra go to and fro, stagger) 
= MHG. waberen (G. wabern) move about, 
frequent. f. Germ. •woo-; cf. WAVEl, -ER4. 

wavey wei·vi Amer. goose of the genus 
Chen. XVIII. var. of wawa wei·wa- Cree 
wehwew, Ojibwa wewe goose. 

wax1 wreks substance produced by bees to 
make the honeycomb ; beeswax melted 
down, etc. ; as used for sealing, superseded 
by a compound of lac, etc. OE. wrex, weax 
= OFris. wax, OS., OHG. wahs (Da. was, 
G. wachs), ON. vax :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
•waxsam, cogn. with OS!. vosku (Russ. 
vosk), Czech vosk, to be referred ult. to 
IE. *weg- weave, whence Oir.jigim I weave, 
L. velum VEIL (for the sense connexion cf. 
OHG. wabe honeycomb, f. •webh- WEAVE1). 
Hence wax vb. XIV, wa·xEN3 • XIV; rep!. 
OE. wexen, *wiexen. wa·xwoRK modelling 
in wax. XVII. 

wax2 wreks grow OE.; become XII (Orm). 
OE. weaxan, pt. weox, Nhb. wox, pp. 
weaxen = OFris. waxa, OS., OHG. wahsan 
(Du. wassen, G. waclzsen), ON. vaxa, Goth. 
wahsjan (with -ja- in pres. stem):- CGerm. 
str. vb. f. *waxs- :- IE. *woks-, "'aweks-, 
*'auks-, *uks- repr. by Gr. aexein, auxein, 
auxdnein increase, Skr. uks grow (pt. 
vakfa), L. augere (see AUCTION), Lith. dugu 
I grow; cf. EKE2• The str. conjugation was 
retained in Nhb. OE.; pt. wex became rare 
after xrv; pp. waxed occurs 4 times in A. V., 
waxen 8 times. The survival of the vb. has 
depended partly upon its association with 
wane in reference to the moon. 

wax• wreks (sl.) fit of anger. XIX. perh. 
evolved from a usage such as wax wroth 
(wAx 2). 

way wei road, path; course of travel, life, 
or action, distance travelled. OE. weg = 
OFris. wei, wi, OS., OHG. weg(Du., G. weg), 
ON. vegr, Goth. wigs:- CGerm. "'wegaz, f. 
•weg- move, journey, carry (see WEIGH, 
WAIN) :- IE. •wegh-, repr. also by L. 
vehere carry (cf. VEHICLE). tJ[ The sense 
development has been influenced by L. via 
and F. voie, of which the Eng. word has 
been the normal rendering ; many senses are 
of biblical origin; Heb. derek and Gr. hod6s 
(rendered in Vulg. by via) have a wide 
range; phr. under way (naut.) having begun 
to move through the water. XVIII. - Du. 
onderweg; also sp. weigh ; whence perh. 
sense 'rate of progress, velocity' XVIII. 

-way wei terminal el. orig. joined in a phr. 
with an adj. surviving in a few camps., as 
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anyway, crossway, edgeway, everyway, half
way, midway, noway, someway, straightway, 
the earliest being alway (OE. accus. ealne 
weg); most of these have parallel and synon. 
forms in -WAYS. 

waybread wei·bred plantain. OE. weg
brrede, carr. to OS. wegabreda, OHG. 
rvegabreita (G. wegbreit m., wegebreite f.), 
WGerm. comp. of WAY and *braiojon, f. 
*braiiJ- BROAD, the etymol. sense being 
'broad-leaved plant of the roadside(s)'. 

wayfare wei·fi:al (arch.) travelling. XIV. f. 
WAY+FARE, after wayfaring, OE. weg
farende = Ice!. vegfarandi, varying in OE. 
and ME. with twayjering. Hence way·
farER1 traveller by road xv; wayfaring 
(man's) tree Viburnus Lantana, growing 
wild in hedges XVI (Gerarde). 

waylay weilei· lie in wait for. XVI. f. WAY 
+LAY\ after MLG., MDu. wegeliigen, f. 
Germ. *wega laga besetting of ways, i.e. wega, 
g. pl. ofwegWAY+laga besetting, ambush, f. 
lag- LAY1. Hence way·laYER1 XVII; earlier 
tweiligger (Lydg.), i.e. 'way-Jier'. 

wayleave wei·liv permission to convey 
supplies, apparatus, etc. over land, etc. xv. 
f. WAY+LEAVEl, 

-ways weiz (in always wiz), repr. weges, 
g. sg. of OE. weg WAY, as in o]Jres weges (xu), 
dial. otherways by another route, alles weis 
ALWAYS, nanes weis (XIII) N02WAYS. 

way·SIDE side of a road or path. XIV. 

wayward wehva.Id disposed to be self
willed xrv (Wyclif); capriciously wilful XVI, 
Aphetic of awayward (XIV), f. AWAY+ 
-WARD; the sense development was pro b. 
infi. by the notion of the word being f. WAY, 
as if 'bent on going one's own way'; cf. 
FROWARD. 

waywiser wehvaiza.I instrument for mea
suring distance travelled by road. xvn. 
-G. wegweiser, f. weg WAY+weiser indica
tor, f. weisen show, indicate, f. weise WISE 1 ; 

see -ER1. 
waywode wei·woud see vorvoDE. 

wayzgoose wei·zgiis entertainment given 
to printers orig. at Bartholomew-tide 
(24 August), when working by candle-light 
began; later, annual feast held in summer. 
Earlier waygoose (xvrr, Moxon), the present 
form being recorded first by Bailey (I7JI) 
and explained as 'stubble goose', f. alleged 
var. wayz of wase bundle of straw, of which 
there is no confirmation. 

wazir wazia· .I see VIZIER. XVIII. 
we wi, wi you, he, she, or they, and I. OE. 

wl, carr. to OFris. wi, OS. wi, we, OHG. 
wir (Du.l wij, G. wir), ON. ver, vrer, Goth. 
weis. These forms repr. more than one Germ. 
type; Goth. weis repr. Germ. "'wiz :- *'weis, 
extension (with pl. -s) of *wei, repr. also by 
Skr. vaydm, A v. vaem ; other forms may repr, 
•wiz, of doubtful origin; Tokh. has was; 
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dual OE. wit = OS. wit, ON. vit, Goth. 
wit, has a parallel in Lith. vi!du. For the obi. 
cases see ouR, us. 

weak wik not strong, feeble XIII; tpliant, 
flexible XIV. ME. ·wayke- ON. veikr 
("'weikr) = OE. wac weak, slothful, pliant, 
insignificant, mean (ME. woke), OS. wek, 
OHG. weih (Du. week, G. weich soft):
Germ. •waikwaz, f. •waikw- *wikw- yield, 
give way (cf. WEEK). Hence wea·kEN5• xrv. 
wea·kLING1• xvr (first used by Tindale 
after G. weichling (Luther)). wea·kLY1• xvr, 
-LY 2 XIV, -NESS XIII (Cursor M.). 

weall wil twealth, riches ; welfare OE. ; 
the public good XV. OE. wela = OS. welo, 
(cf. OHG. wela, wola adv.) :- WGerm. 
•welon, f. •we[- ; see WELL 3 • In the sense of 
w. public (xv) rendering L. bonum publicum, 
F. [e bien publique, COMMONWEAL (L. res 
communis or publica, F. le bien commun). 

weal• wil var. of WALE infi. by WHEAL. 
weald wild the tract of country, formerly 

wooded, lying between the North and 
the South Downs. OE., WS. var. of zvald 
WOLD; normally repr. by ME. weld, the 
present weald being a reversion to the 
OE. weald, due to Lambarde. Hence 
Wealden wi-ldan (pert. to) a formation of 
cretaceous deposits extensively developed 
in the Weald. XIX ; the use of the suffix 
-EN3 is arbitrary. 

wealth welp A. twell-being XIII; welfare of 
a community (cf. COMMONWEALTH) XIV; 
B. worldly goods, riches XIII. ME. welpe 
('Genesis & Exodus', Cursor M.), f. WELL 3 

or WEAL\ after health; cf. (M)Du. weelde, 
OHG. welida. Hence wealthy1 we·lpi xrv; 
superseded twealy, f. WEAL1• 

wean win accustom to the loss of its 
mother's milk. OE. zvenian accustom, (rare) 
wean (usu. iiwenian, sometimesgewenian; cf. 
G. entwohnen), OFris. wenna, OS. wennian 
(Du. wennen), OHG.gilwennen (G. -wohnen), 
ON. venja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *wan
jan, f. *wanaz accustomed (ON. vanr, rei. 
to vani custom, habit, f. *wan- *wun- (see 
WONT). 

weapon we·pn instrument used for warfare 
or combat. OE. wiEpn = OFris. wepen, 
OS. wiipan (Du. wapen), OHG. wiif(f)an 
(G. waffe; wappen armorial bearings is -
MLG. wiip(p)en), ON. vdpn, Goth *wepn 
(in pl. wepna) :- CGerm. *zviEpnam, of 
unkn. origin. 

wear1 wta.I pt. wore woa.x, pp. worn 
w5Jn A. 'to carry appendant to the body' 
(J.) OE.; B. waste, decay XIII; C. last out 
in use XVI. OE. werian, pt. werede, pp. 
wered = OS. werian, OHG. werien, ON. 
verja, Goth. wasjan clothe :- CGerm. wk. 
vb. «<wazjan, f. •was- (as in Goth. wasti 
garment, MHG. wester christening-robe), 
CGerm. and IE. *wes-, repr. also by ON. 
vest cloak, L. vestis clothing (cf. VEST1), Gr. 
hennunai (:- "'wesnu-) clothe, Festhifs rai-
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ment, Skr. vas clothe. The change of con
jugation from wk. to str., due to assoc. with 
bear, swear, tear, is shown in XIV but is 
hardly established before XVI ; there is an 
early anticipation of it in late OE. forworen 
(besideforwered)womaway, wasted. Hence 
sb. action of wearing xv; what is worn XVI 
(now current esp. in camps., footwear, 
headwear, knitwear). 

wear• wta.I pt., pp. wore woa.I (naut.) 
come round on the other tack by turning 
stem to windward. xvn. Early forms weare, 
wayer, warre, werr; of unkn. origin; not 
identical with VEER2, with which it is partly 
synon. 

weary wia·ri having the feeling of loss of 
strength. OE. werig, w&rig, corr. to OS. 
sioiu·orig weary (with journey), OHG. 
wuarag drunk :- WGerm. *woriga, •-aga, 
f. *wor-, repr. also by OE. worian wander, 
go astray, ON. 6rar, pl. fits of madness 
(hQjuo6rar delirium), cerr mad, insane 
(:- "'worja); cf. Gr. hiiriikian faint. Hence 
vb. OE. wer(i)gian, gewergian. 

weasand wi·zand, wi·zan (dial.) gullet OE.; 
windpipe xrv; throat xv. OE. wiisend, corr. 
to OFris. wiisanda, -enda, OS. wiisend(i), 
OHG. weisant, -ont, -unt (YIHG. weisen, 
early mod G. waise(n), dial. wiis); a WGerm. 
word having the appearance of a prp. forma
tion (cf. ON. velendi gullet). OE. wiisend is 
repr. directly by w. midl. ME. wiisen (XIV), 
dial. wozen, (h)oosen; but the more gen. 
current weasand, zveason, wizen point to an 
OE. var. *wiEsend. 

weasel wi·zal ferocious carnivore, Putorius 
nivalis. OE. wesule, wesle, weosule = MLG. 
wesel, wezel, OHG. wisula (G. wiesel) :
WGerm. *wisulon (Scand. forms are from 
G. dial.), of unkn. origin. 

weather we·l'la.x condition of the atmo
sphere with respect to heat or cold, calm or 
storm, etc. XII; (with adverse implication) 
XII; direction of wind (perh.- ON.) XIV. OE. 
weder = OFris. wedar, OS. wedar, OHG. 
wetar (Du. weer, G. wetter), ON. vetir :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *1veoram :- either 
•wedhrom (whence OS!. vedro, Russ. ve-dro 
good weather, Lith. vidrus, vydra storm) or 
"'wetr6m (Lith. vetra storm, . OSl. vltru 
wind); prob. f. *wl WIND1• The change 
from d to l'! (shown XV) is paralleled in 
FATHER. comp. w. cock vane in the form of 
a cock (cf. Du. weerhaan). XIII: preserves 
the connexion with wind as the attrib. or 
adj. uses do of the side tumed towards the 
wind (perh. after ON. veor). Hence vb. 
trans. and intr. in various uses concerning 
exposure to wind and weather xv (wether); 
earlier in weatheriNG (early ME. widerung; 
cf. OE. widerian be good weather, corr. to 
MHG. witeren, ON. viora be stormy). 

weave1 wiv pt. wove wouv, pp. woven 
wou·vn fabricate by interlacing yams. 
OE. wefan, pt. wrej, wiEfon, pp. wefen = 
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OFris. weva (WFris. weve, etc.), (M)LG., 
(M)Du. weven, OHG. weban (G. weben), 
ON. vefa :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *weoan, f. 
Germ. *weo- *wao- :- IE. *webh- *wobh
*ubh-, repr. also by Gr. hupM, huphos 
web, huphainein weave, Skr. iir!zaivdbhis 
spider, lit. 'wool-weaver'; cf. WASP, WEB, 
WEFT, WOOF1 • 

weave 2 wiv move repeatedly from side to 
side, pursue a devious course xvr; (pugil
ism) creep close into one's opponent XIX. 
prob. continuation of ME. tweve (xm) 
move from place to place, wave, brandish, 
var. of twaive- ON. veija, corr. to (M)Du. 
weiven, OHG. -weiben :-Germ. *weiojan, 
rei. ult. to L. vibriire VIBRATE. 

web web woven fabric OE. ; cobweb; 
tissue, membrane xm. OE. web(b), corr. to 
OFris. webb, OS. webbi (MDu. webbe, Du. 
web), OHG. wappi, weppi, ON. vefr(g. vejjar) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *waojam, -az, f. 
*wao-; see WEAVE1. Hence we·bsTER female 
weaver OE. (webbestre); male weaver XIV; 
survives as a surname, as do also OE. 
webba m., webbe fern. (ME. webbe) as Webb, 
Webbe. 

weber vei·b:~J:, wi·b;u old name for the 
coulomb and the ampere. xrx. f. name of 
Wilhelm Weber (1804-91), German physi
cist. 

wed wed marry, trans. OE., pass. xu, 
intr. XIII. OE. weddian covenant, marry, 
bind in wedlock= OFris. weddia, MLG. 
wedden, OHG. wetton (G. wetten) pledge, 
wager, ON. veoja pledge, Goth. gaiwadjon 
espouse :- CGerm. *waojojan, f. *waojam 
pledge (OE. wedd, in mod. dial. wed, OFris. 
wedd, OS. weddi, Du. wedde, OHG. wetti, 
G. wette, ON. veo, Goth. wadi), rei. to L. 
vad-, nom. vas surety, Lith. waduoti redeem 
a pledge. Hence wedd!NG1 we·dil) late 
OE. ~ueddung. t][ For reprs. in Rom. see 
GAGE\ WAGE. 

wedge wed3 piece of wood, etc. thick at 
one end and tapering to a thin edge at the 
other; tingot OE. ; other special senses 
from XVI. OE. zueeg = OS. weggi (Du. 
wegge wedge-shaped cake), OHG. weggi, 
weeki (G. dial. wecken, week), ON. veggr :
CGerm. (exc. Fris. and Goth.) *wagjaz 
(whence Finnish vaaja wedge), prob. rei. to 
Lith. vdgis pin, plug. 

Wedgwood we'd3wud designating a kind 
of pottery; name of inventor, Josiah Wedg
wood (1730-95), and his successors at 
Etruria, Staffordshire. XVIII. 

wedlock we·dl;>k tmarriage vow OE. ; 
union of man and woman as husband and 
wife. XIII. Late OE. wedliie, f. wed pledge, 
WED + -liic -LOCK. 

Wednesday we·nzdi fourth day of the 
week. ME. wednesdei (xm), corr. to OFris. 
wensdei, which, together with the place
names fVednesbury and Wednesfield in 
Staffordshire, and Wensley in Derbyshire, 
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appear to repr. a form with mutation due to 
suffix-variation (*woainaz), and rep!. OE. 
wodnesdreg = OFris. wonsdei, MLG. wodens
daeh (Du. woensdag), ON. 60insdagr 'day of 
Odin', tr. late L. iVIereurii dies 'day of the 
planet Mercury' (whence F. mercredi, Sp. 
miereoles, It. mercoledz). The local and indi
vidual pronunc. with -dn- repr. the sp. 
while the established -nz- goes back to 
ME. z'•endesdei (xm). The identification of 
Woden, the highest god of the Germ, pan
theon, with Mercury is shown in Tacitus' 
'Germania' ix (Deorum maxime Mercu
rium colunt). OE. WOden = OS. WOden, 
OHG. Wuotan, ON. 6ain is referred to the 
base *woo- be excited or inspired (whence 
OE. zvod, dial. wood mad) :- IE. *wiit-, 
repr. by L. viites seer, poet (cf. VATICI
NATE), (O)Ir. jdith poet, W. gwawd song, 
poetry. t][ In HG. the name of W. appears 
to have been always 'midweek' (G. Mitt
woeh) ; for the apprehension of planetary 
names as those of deities cf. FRIDAY, etc. 

wee wi sb. orig. chiefly in a little wee, ta 
small thing or quantity; a short time xm ; 
adj. extremely small, tiny xv. north. ME. 
wei, we, repr. Anglian weg, wege (WS. 
wreg, -e) weight, rei. to wegan WEIGH; the 
use appears to have originated in such a 
phr. as a little wee thing 'a small amount of 
a thing', similar to a bit thing 'a bit of a 
thing', hence 'a little thing'. The adj. use 
has been current in southern Eng. since 
c.16oo. Cf. WEENY. 

weed1 wid small plant, esp. one that cum
bers the ground. OE. weod = OS. wiod, 
rei. to OHG. ~viota fern; of unkn. origin. 
Hence vb. clear of weeds. OE. weodian = 
OS. wiodon, (M)LG. weden, (M)Du. 
wieden. Hence wee·dY1• xv. 

weed2 wid garment OE.; now chiefly pl. 
deep mourning apparel, spec. of widows XVI, 
ME. wede, repr. two OE. formations: (i) wred 
= OFris. wed, OS. wad (in Du. lijnwaad), 
OHG. wat, ON. vdo, v6o :-Germ. *zureoiz; 
(ii) OE. wrede, gewrede = OFris. wede, OS. 
wiidi, giwiidi (Du. gewaad), OHG. giwiiti :
Germ. *gawii!ajam, of disputed origin. 

week wik period of seven days. OE. 
wice, wieu = OFris. wike, OS. -wika, in 
criieewika Holy Week (Du. week), OHG. 
wehha, wohha (G. woehe), ON. vika, Goth. 
wiko (once, rendering rcfg,, 'order' in 
Luke i 8) :- CGerm. *wikon (whence 
Finnish wijkko week), prob. orig. 'succes
sion, series', usu. referred to *wik- 'bend', 
'turn', 'change', repr. also by OE. wice, 
OS., OHG. wehsal (G. weehsel), ON. -vixl 
change. Cf. VICE4 • OE. wice and wucu are 
repr. by the ME. types wike, weke, and 
wuke, woke, whence mod. week, dial. wick, 
ook, Sc. ouk. 

weel wil ME. var! of WELL3
; mod. Sc. 

established in Eng. colloq. use in ne'er-do
wee!. 
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ween win (arch.) think, suppose, expect. 
OE. wenan = OFris. wena, OS. wanian 
(Du. wanen fancy, imagine), OHG. wan
(n)en (G. wiihnen suppose wrongly), ON. 
v:ima, Goth. tvenjan hope :- CGerm. *wmn
jan, f. *wreniz opinion, expectation, hope 
(OE., OFris. wen, OS., OHG. wan, G. wahn 
delusion, ON. •tHin, Goth. wens hope), based 
on var. of CGerm. (IE.) *wen- (cf. WIN
SOME, WISH). 

weeny wi·ni (colloq., dial.) very small. 
XVIII (Grose). f. WEE + -ny; cf. TINY, 
TEENY. 

weep wip pt., pp. wept shed tears. OE. 
wepan (w&pan), pt. weop, pp. wopen, corr. to 
OFris. wepa (pp. wi!pen) cry aloud, OS. 
wopian bewail (pt. weop), OHG. wuofan 
(pt. tvioj), also wuoffen (pt. zvuojta), ON. 
repa (pt. repta) scream, shout, Goth. wopjan; 
f. Germ. *wop- (repr. also by OE. wop weep
ing, OS. u•op, OHG. wuojlamentation, 01'<. 
6p cry); without cogns., pro b. of imit. origin. 
Weak inflexions appeared XIII and became 
prevalent xrv. Hence wee·pER1 mourner 
xrv; badge of mourning XVIII; wee·piNG2• 

OE. wfFpende; in names of trees with droop
ing branches XVII (so F. pleureur). 

weet wit (arch.) know. XVI. repr. ME. 
wete(n), var. of wite(n) WIT2 • 

weever wi·va.t fish of the genus Trachinus, 
having venomous spines. XVII. perh. orig. 
wiver- transf. use of OF. (::"\E.) zvivre ser
pent, dragon, var. o{ guivre :- L. vipera 
VIPER. 

weevil wi·vil beetle the larva of which is 
destructive to grain, etc. xv. Late ME. 
wevyl or malte boode, i.e. 'malt bug' 
(Promp. Parv.), prob.- MLG. zc:evel = 
OE. zvijel beetle (cf. tordwijel dung-beetle), 
OS. goldlwivil glo\vwom1, OHG. wibil, wipil 
beetle, chafer, 0::"\. *vifill (in tordyfill dung
beetle) :-Germ. *zueoilaz, f. *zveo- move 
briskly (see WEAVE 2, or *web- WEAVE1); cf. 
OE. wibba beetle, glowworm :- *webjon. 
Continuity with OE. zvijel is not shown, and 
the word may be due to commercial rela
tions with the Low Countries. 

WELD 

ment or amount determined by weighing. 
The OE. form was wiht, more usu. gewiht, 
corr. to OFris. wicht, MDu. wicht,ghewichte, 
MHG. gewichte (Du. wicht, gewicht, 
G. gewicht), ON. vett, vmtt :- Germ. 
-wextiz and *gawextjam, f. *weg-, see -T1• 

This form was directly repr. by ME. wiht, 
wz)t, wight, which was superseded by 
we;t, weght, weiht, weight, appearing first 
in northerly texts (Ormulum, Cursor M). 
-ON. *weht, vett; the prevalence of 
this form was assisted by the phonology 
of WEIGH. Hence wei·ghty1, xv. 

weir wia.t river-dam; enclosure for taking 
fish. OE. wer, corr. to OS werr, MLG., 
MHG. wer, were (LG. wer, were, G. wehr), 
f. OE. werian defend = OFris. wera, OS. 
werian, OHG. werian (G. wehren), ON. 
verja, Goth. warjan. The present: form 
derives from OE. obi. cases were, etc. ; the 
pronunc. follows that of shear, smear, spear, 
and mere, but the spellings tzvier, weir are 
aberrant; another development is repr. by 
dial. wair, ware (cf. bear, mare, tear, etc.). 

weird wi;ud (arch.) fate, lot, destiny, as in 
phr. dree one's w., suffer one's fate. OE. 
wyrd = OS. wurd, OHG. wurt, ON. uror, 
f. wk. grade of *werp- *warp- wurp- be
come (see WORTH3). So adj. controlling the 
destinies of men XIV (zcerde sister); unac
countably mysterious, uncanny, odd XIX 
(Shelley, Keats). First in w. sister, one of 
(i) the Fates, (ii) the witches in Shake
speare's 'Macbeth', the later currency and 
adj. use being derived from its occurrence 
in the story of Macbeth. «..f The normal 
development is repr. by ME. wird, which 
would have produced mod. w5.td; the 
present form depends on Nhb. ME. and 
MSc. vars. wirid, werid, wi!rd, weird (the i 
denoting length). 

Welch var. of WELSH. 
welcome we·lkam used as voc. to express 

pleasure at a person's coming; hence in 
predicative and later (xvr) attrib. use. ME. 
welcume (xu), f. '\VELL3 and come pp. as a 
rendering of (O)F. bienvenu (f. bien well, 
venu come) or ON. velkominn (i.e. 'well-

weft weft threads that extend from side to come'), and in part rep!. OE. wilcuma (corr. 
side of a web)( warp. OE. zvefta, weft, corr. to MLG. ~villekome, OHG. willicumo), 
to ON. veptr, vipta, weft, MHG. zcift fine comp. of WILL1 and cuma comer, agent-
thread :-Germ. *wefton *weftaz *weftiz, noun of cuman COME. So vb. greet with 
f. •web WEAVE!. 'welcome', late OE. wellcumian, early ME. 

wegotism wi·g<Jtizm obtrusive use of first zvelcume(n), rep!. OE. wilcumian. 
person pl. xvm. joe. f. WE and EGOTISM. weld1 weld plant yielding yellow dye, 

weigh wei A. bear, carry, lift (spec. raise an Reseda luteola; the dye itself. XIV (Ch.). 
anchor xrv); B. balance in the scales; C. Late :ViE. welde, also wolde (Promp. Parv.), 
have heaviness or weight. OE. zvegan, pt. repr. OE. *wealde, *walde = (M)LG. 
wreg, wmgon, pp. u•egen = OFris. zcega, twalde, tzvolde, waude, MDu. woude (Du. 
weia move, weigh, OS. wegan (Du. zcegen) wouw, whence G. wau, twaube, Sw., Da. 
weigh, OHG. wegan move, sha.~e, weigh (in vau), poss. rei. to weald, wald, WOLD. 
G. bewegen move), 0~. vega lift, weigh, ~ The Germ. word is the source of F. 
Goth. *u,igan in pp. gawigans shaken :- gaude, Sp. gualda, Pg. gualde. 
CGerm. *wegan, f. *weg-, *wag- *wreg- weld2 weld intr. be joined by heating and 
:- IE. *wegh- •wogh- *zvegh- (see WAG\ hammering XVI; trans. join in this way xvn. 
WAIN, WAY, WEY). So weight weit measure- var. of WELL2, from xv in this sense, pro b. 
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WELFARE 

after Sw. valle; the -d appears to have come 
from the pt. and pp., as in woold (see 
O.E.D.). 

welfare we-lfE;JJ good fortune, well-being. 
XIV (RMannyng). f. phr. ME. welfare (see 
WELL3, FARE1), prob. after ON. velfero; cf. 
G. wohlfahrt, (xvr), f. MHG. phr. wol varn 
live happily. 

well, wely we·li Mohammedan saint, tomb 
of a weli. XIX. -Arab. weli, var. of wali 
friend (of God), saint. 

welk welk (dial.) wilt, wither. XIII. prob. 
of LDu. origin (cf. (M)LG., (M)Du. 
welken). fJ[ Used by Trevisa, Gower, 
Spenser, and Milton. 

welkin we·lkin tcloud OE.; (arch.) sky, 
firmament XII. OE. weolcen, wolc(e)n, corr. 
to OFris. wolken, wulken, OS. wolkan, 
OHG. wolkan (Du. zvolk, G. wolke) :
CWGerm. word conn. bv some with Balto
Sl. words (IE. *wolg- *welg- *wlg-) meaning 
'moist, damp'. 

welJl wei spring of water, pit dug to obtain 
a supply of spring water OE. ; various 
transf. senses from xvn. OE. (Anglian) 
wella, wrella, *u;elle, *well (WS. *v,;iella, 
late willa, wylla, wylle, will, zvyll), corr. to 
OHG. 1vella (G. welle) wave, 0}<. vella 
boiling heat, ebullition, f. Germ. *wall-; 
see WELL 2 • 

well• wei tboil, melt OE.; (dial.) weld xv; 
rise up to the eyes XIV (Ch.). OE. redupl. 
str. vb. weallan, pt. weoll, pp. geweallen 
(mod. dial. wall)= OFris. walla, OS. v.;allan, 
OHG. wallan (G. wallen boil, swarm) :
WGerm. *wallan, a parallel syn. of which, 
*zvellan, is repr. by ON. vella, MHG. wellen, 
cf. vVELL1• 

well 3 wei in a good manner, to a good ex
tent, fully (from the earliest times one of the 
commonest advs. of commendation, with 
derivative colloq. uses of modified force). 
OE. wel(l) = OFris., OS. (Du.) wel, ON. 
vel; also with advb. suffix (and vowel
variation) OS. wela, wala, wola, OHG. 
we!a, wola (G. wahl), Goth. waila; pro b. f. 
IE. wel- wol- WILL 2• Cf. WEAL1. As adj. 
thappy, fortunate XIII; prosperous (now 
only in well to do, well off, formerly tzvell to 
live) XIV (Ch.); in sound health XVI; orig. 
developed from the adv. in impers. uses, 
e.g. wel is pe (cf. L. bene est tibi, and similar 
features of woe). comp. well-wi·shER1 XVI, 
rep!. earlier well-willer (xv), modelled on 
well-willing (OE. v:elwillende, cf. Du. wel
willend), twell-willy (xiv, Ch.), twell-willed 
(Trevisa), after L. benevolus, benevoli!ns 
BENEVOLENT. 

welladay wel;Jdei· excl. of lamentation. 
XVI. alt., by substitution of day or aday as 
used in wo worth the day and lackaday, 
of wellaway welawei·, ME. weleaway, 
earlier welawei, wailawai, OE. weg la weg, 
var. of wa la wa, whence ME. walawa, 
wolowo, welawo, f. WOE and LO, infl. by 
ON. vei WOE and WELL 3• 

WENCH 

Wellington we-lil)t;mshort for W. boot, coat, 
etc., named after Arthur, first duke of 
Wellington (1769-I852). XIX. So Welling
tonrA1 weli!]tou·ni;J large coniferous tree, 
Sequoia (W.) gigantea, native of Califomia, 
so named by Lindley. 

well off wei M favourably or fortunately 
situated. XVIII. f. phr. come (etc.) zvell off be 
prosperously circumstanced in the event; 
see WELL3 , OFF. 

welsh welJ swindle out of money laid as a 
bet. XIX. Hence we·lshER1. XIX. Of unkn. 
origin. 

Welsh we!J pert. to the native British 
population as opp. to the Anglo-Saxons, 
(hence) pert. to Wales. OE. (Anglian, 
Kentish) Wetisc, W~lisc, (WS.) Wilisc, 
Wylisc, *Wielisc, carr. to OHG. wal(a)hisc, 
walesc (G. wiilsch, welsch), Roman, Italian, 
French, Du. waalsch WALLOON, ON. valskr 
Gaulish, French; f. OE. Walh, Wealh, corr. 
to OHG. Wal(a)h, ON. *Valr, pl. Valir :
Germ. *zvalxaz foreign (Celtic or Roman), 
pl. -os - L. Volcre name of a Celtic people, of 
unkn. origin. Cf. WALACH, VLACH. The 
two Anglian and Kentish OE. forms co
existed till XVI, after which Welsh became 
the only form in gen. use, Walsh surviving 
as a surname; the pl. of wealh, TVealas, is 
repr. by TV ales and Cornwall; the var. 
lVelch is retained in the titles of regiments. 
fJ[ AN. var. waleis remains as the personal 
name TVallace. 

Welsh rabbit welJ rre·bit dish of toasted 
cheese. XVIII. fJ[ Perverted without justi
fication to Welsh rarebit (XVIII ; Grose 
1785). 

welt welt in shoemaking, strip of leather 
placed between the edge of the sole and the 
upper xv; border, hem; ridge, raised stripe 
XVI. The co-existence of forms walt and welt 
suggests OE. *zvealt, with Anglian var. 
*zcmlt, but the ult. origin is unknown. 

welter we-lt;:,x roll about (in various ways). 
XIII= MLG., MDu. welteren = MHG. 
welzern, frequent. f. *welt- *u·alt- roll, be 
unsteady, repr. also by OE. *wealt (in 
unlu·ealt steady), -wreltan, *wieltan, wyltan, 
OHG. zvalzan, welzen (G. wiilzen, WALTZ), 
ON. *welta intr. str. and trans. wk. (Icel. 
velta, also viilta, Da. vrelte), Goth. waltjan; 
cf. !\IE. walten (xm), dial. walt and see -EN5 • 

Hence we·lter sb. turmoil XVI, rolling of 
the sea; heavy-weight horseman or pugilist 
xrx (whence w. weight). 

wen wen morbid lump on the body; (in 
mod. use) sebaceous tumour under the 
skin. OE. wen(n), wam(n) = Du. wen, 
WF!em. wan, prob. rei. to MLG. wene, 
LG. wehne, wiihne tumour, wart; of unkn. 
origin. 

wench wentJ young woman, girl xrrr; 
(arch.) wanton woman; maidservant XIV. 
ME. wenche, clipped form of wenchel, OE. 
u·encel :- *wavkil-, perh. rei. to wa11col (dial. 
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WEND 

rvankle) unsteady, inconstant, f. *wayk
waver, falter, repr. by OHG. wankon (G. 
twanken). (jf For the loss of final syll. cf. 
EVE, GAME\ MUCH. 

wend wend turn (trans. and intr. in many 
senses), go. QE. wendan = OFris. wenda, 
OS. wendian, OHG. wentan (MDu., Du., 
MHG., G. wenden), ON. ·venda, Goth. (and 
CGerm.) wandjan, causative of *windan 
WIND 2• Cf. WANDER. From C.ISOO the new 
formation wended has prevailed for pt. and 
pp. in the trans. senses, and u·ent, regularly 
evolved from OE. wende, .Jiewend, has rep!. 
the older pts. belonging to GO. 

Wend wend member of a Slavonic race 
formerly extending over N. Germany. 
XVIII. - G. Wende, pl. Wenden { = OE. 
Winedas, Weonod!land, OHG. Winida, 
0~. Vindr), ofunkn. origin. So We·ndisH'. 
XVII. 

Wensleydale we·nzlideil name of a district 
of the North Riding of Yorkshire designat
ing a Jong-woolled breed of sheep and a 
variety of blue-mould cheese. 

went pt. of WEND functioning since c.rsoo 
as pt. of GO. 

wept pt. of WEEP. 

were W£;}1, w;i1, w::~ see BE. 

werewolf wi;}·Jwulf, werwolf w:i·Jwulf 
person transformed or capable of trans
forming himself into a wolf. Late OE. 
werewu(f (once) = LG. werwulj, (M)Du. 
weerwolj, MHG. werwolf (G. wer-, wehr
wolf); cf. WFris. waerul, zvarule, Norw., 
Da. ·varulv, Sw. varu/j, the latter perh. 
repr. ON. *<Jaruljr, whence ONF. garwall 
(Marie de France), later garoul (in modF. 
loup-garou). The first el. is doubtful, but it 
has been identified with OE. wer ( = L. vir) 
man. After the ME. period chiefly Sc. 
until its revival through folklore studies 
(xix). 

werf werf homustead or space surrounding 
a S. African farm. XIX. Older and dial. Du. 
werf = LG. warf orig. raised plot on which 
a house is built (identical with WHARF). 

wergeld, -gild w:i·Jgeld, -gild (hist.) price 
set upon a man according to rank. OE. 
wergeld, \VS. -gild, in early Sc. were
geheld (xiii), wargeld, weregylt (xv), in AL. 
weregildum, -us (XII-XIV); f. wer man, of 
CGerm. range and = L. vir, Olr. fer, W. 
gwr+gield YIELD. (jf The OE. forms were 
taken up by antiquaries in XVII. 

werowance we·rowans (hist.) chief of the 
Indians of Virginia and Maryland. XVI. 
Algonquian. 

WHALE 

OS., OHG. (Du., G.) west, ON. vestr :
CGerm. {exc. Gothic) *westaz, f. IE. *wes-, 
repr. also in Gr. hesperos, L. vesper :
*wesperos, with poss. connexions in Celtic, 
Balto-SL and Arm. Hence west sb. XII, 
adj. XIV (anticipated by OE. comps. such as 
westdii!l west part, zvestwind). Cf. ON. vestri 
more westerly, vestastr most westerly. Cf. 
dial. wester. 

we·sterly adj. XVI; adv. XVII; see -LY\ -LY 2 ; 

cf. 0~. vestarliga towards the west. 

we·stern late OE. zvesterne; cf. OS., 
OHG. westroni, ON. vestra;nn. 

we·stwARD XIII, -WARDS xvr. OE. westzveard, 
-weardes. Cf. 1\ILG. westwart, Du. west
waards, G. v:estzciirts. 

wet wet containing moisture, made moist 
or damp. From XIV repr. pp. of the vb. 
wet, rep!. n·et (mod. dial. weet) in standard 
Eng., from OE. wii!t, wet = OFris. wet, 
0~. vdtr (repr. by ME. wate, wote), a word 
of the Anglo-Frisian and Scand. groups, 
based on the lengthened stem of WATER. 
So sb. and vb., with shortening of vowel of 
OE. wii!t, wii!tan, ME. weet(e). 

wether we·i'l;}l male sheep, ram. OE. 
weper =• OFris. *wether (so NFris.), OS. 
withar (Du. weer), OHG. zvidar (G. widder), 
0~. veor ram, Goth. zvijJrus lamb :
CGerm. *n•epruz, of disputed origin 
(perh. basically 'yearling', rei. to Gr. ptf.Tos 
year). 

wey wei standard of dry-goods weight. 
OE. W<i'J!, u·ii!ge balance, weight = OS., 
OHG. wiiga (Du. u·aag, G. u·age), 0~. 
.,dg :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *zvii!go -on, f. 
*zvii!g- *weg• WEIGH. 

Weymouth wei·m;>)J TV. pine, American 
white pine, Pinus Strobus, extensively 
planted in England 1705 by the first Lord 
Weymouth. XVIII. 

wh- repr. primarily OE. hw-, which was 
succeeded partly by w (sporadically at least 
until mod. times) and partly by wh (tSc. 
quh-), which was used systematically in the 
'Ormulum'. Pronunciation as an unvoiced 
w varying with a voiced w, ace. to local or 
individual custom, e.g. in the considerable 
series of interrog.-relative words what, 
etc., is denoted in this dictionary by M.. 
OE. lnv- corr. to OFris. (h)w-, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. w-, OHG. (h)w- (G. zv-), ON. hv-, 
Goth. hw- :- CGerm. *xw-. Assoc. with 
whistling or rushing noise has Jed to the 
prevalence of wh- in such words as whip and 
whisk; repr. orig. h it is standardized in 
whole and whore, and is an alternative in 
whoop/hoop. 

wert arch. or obs. znd pers. sg. pt. of BE. whack M.rek vigorous resounding blow. 
Wesleyan we·sli;}n, we·z-, wezli·;}n XVIII. XVIII. First recorded in Sc.; perh. alt. of 

pert. to John T¥esley (I703-I79I), originator THWACK. Also Sc. as vb. Cf. Sc. whang, 
of METHODISM; see -AN. var. of thwang THONG. 

west west in or to the quarter of the horizon whale M.eil large fish-like marine animal of 
where the sun sets. OE. west = OFris., the order Cetacea. OE. hwrel = OHG. zval 
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WHANGEE 

(in modG. walfisch), ON. hvalr, rei. to 
OHG. zvalira, MHG., G. wels (:- *xzvalis) 
sheath-fish; cf. OPruss. kalis. The present 
form reflects obi. cases of OE. hw::el, which 
is itself repr. by twhall (XIV-XVII), and is 
parallel to all, awl, small. comp. wha·le
BONE elastic bony substance of the upper jaw 
of whales XVII ; twhales bone ivory from the 
walrus or a similar animal confused with the 
whale XIII. 

whangee Mrel)gi· cane made from bamboo
like plants. XIX. f. Chinese huang bamboo 
sprouts too old for eating. 

wharf M5.rf structure of timber, etc. built 
along the water's edge. Late OE. hwearf, 
w(e)arf (earlier in poet. comp. merewhearf 
seashore), corr. to MLG. zvarf, werf mole, 
dam, wharf (whence Du. v:erf shipyard, G. 
zverft wharf, shipyard); f. Germ. *xwerli-, 
*xzvaro- repr. also by a series of vbs. having 
the meanings turn, change, wander, be 
active, proceed, go. 

wharfinger A\5· .rfind3a.t owner or keeper of 
a wharf. XVI. alt. (cf. HARBINGER) of *wharf
agER', f. wha·rfAGE provision of, charge for 
use of, a wharf. XV (in AL. wharfagium 
XIII-XIV). 

what M;:>t n. of interrog. pron. OE. ; inter
rag. adj. xu (from OE. use of hw::et with 
partitive g. ; as excl. OE. ; as relative XII ; as 
indefinite (somewhat) XIII. OE. hwret = 
OFris. hwet, OS. huat (Du. wat), OHG. 
hwa;, wa; (G. was), ON. hvat, Goth. hwa :
CGerm. *xzvat :-IE. *qwod (cf. L. quod), 
n. of *qwos WHO. In phrasal comps. what 
d'ye call it. M;:.(t)djak5lit, w;:,·(t)d3- XVI 
(whatchicalt), also her, him, 'm. what 
not anything whatever XVI; article of furni
ture for holding odds and ends XIX ; 
what's-his-name xvn (Dryden). Hence 
whatE·VER XIV. wha·tso (arch.) XII (Orm), 
whatsoE·VER. XIII= (dial.) whatsome·ver 
XIII. 

wheal A\il var. of WALE due to assoc. with 
twheal suppurate, OE. hwelian, rei. to 
*hwele, ME. whele pustule, and OE. hwylca, 
arch. or dial. whelk. 

wheat Mit (grain of) the cereal so named, 
esp. Triticum vulgare. OE. hwrete = OS. 
hweti (Du. weit), OHG. wei;i (also w.eizzi, 
whence G. weizen), ON. hveiti, Goth. 
hwaiteis :- CGerm. *xvaitjaz, f. var. of* xzvit
WHITE. Hence whea·tEN4 • OE. hwreten. 

wheatear Mi-tia.t small passerine bird, 
Saxicola renanthe. XVI. Lack of earlier 
evidence leaves the origin in ·doubt, but 
the dial. syns. whiteass, white rump, white
tail (twhittaile Cotgr. 16u glossing F. cui
blanc, dial. wittol), Du. witstaart, G. weiss
schwanz, F. culblanc 'white tail', 'white 
rump', suggest that twheatears (xvn) is for 
*whiteeres 'white ARSE' ; the present form 
being inferred as a sg. of wheatears, in which 
the first syll. had been assim. to WHEAT. 

wheedle Mi·dl entice or persuade by 
cajolery XVII. 'A late word of fancy' 

WHEN 

(Blount 'Glossographia' 1661), by which is 
pro b. meant a canting term; perh.- G. 
wedeln fawn (upon), cringe or crouch (to), 
f. wedel tail, fan (OHG. wedil), f. *wa-, 
*we- blow, wave (cf. WIND1)+*J:>la- suffix 
of instrument. 

wheel Mil circular frame, often spoked, re
volving on an axis. OE. hzveol, hzveogol, 
hweouol = (M)LG. vJel, (M)Du. wiel, ON. 
hj6l, hvel:- Germ. (exc. Gothic)*xu·e(g)ula, 
*xwexula :-IE. *qweqw[o-, repr. by Skr. ca
krd- circle, wheel (cf. chukka, chukker 
(Polo)), Gr.kuklos CYCLE: redupl.of *qwelo-, 
*qwo[o- move around, (hence) be occupied 
with, repr. by Gr. p6los axis, POLE 2

, L. colus 
distaff, colerecultivate, inhabit, inicola inhabi
tant, in!quillinus sojourner, agrilcola farmer 
(cf. COLONY, CULTURE), Gr. pe[esthai be in 
motion, Skr. cdrati moves, Tokh. kokale 
wheel. Hence wheel vb. intr. xm (AncrR.), 
trans. XIV (Ch.). whee·lER1 wheelwright xv, 
whee·l·WRIGHT XIII. 

wheeze A\iz breathe hard with a whistling 
sound. xv. prob. -ON. hv::esa hiss; or 
imit. 

whelk Melk mollusc of the genus Buc
cinum. OE. zveoloc, wioloc; cf. \VF!em. 
zvillok, zvullok, OF. willo. The sp. with wh
(xv) is perh. due to assoc. with whelk 
pustule, pimple: see WHEAL. 

whelm A\elm tcapsize XIII; (dial.) turn 
upside down XIV; (arch.) engulf, OVER
WHELM xv. repr. OE. *hwielman, *hu·elman, 
parallel to OE. hwylfan, *hwielfan, (dial.) 
zchelve = OS. bilhweloian cover over, OHG. 
zvelben (G. wolben) vault, ON. hvelfa, f. 
*xu·alo-, whence also OE. hwealf sb. arch, 
adj. vaulted, OHG. walbe curved object, 
ON. hvalf concavity, related further to 
Goth. hwilftrjom (dat. pl.) coffin, Gr. kolpos 
bosom. A metathetic form whemmel (XVI) 
is Sc. and north. dial. 

whelp Melp young of the dog and other 
animals. OE. hwelp = OS. hwelp (Du. 
zvelp), OHG. hwelf, (also mod.) u·elj, ON. 
hvelpr; a CGerm. word (exc. in Gothic) of 
which no cogns. are known. Hence whelp 
vb. bring forth young. XII (Orm). 

when Men at what time ( ?). OE. hwenne, 
hwrenne, beside hwanne, hwonne when 
(interrog. and relative), carr. to OFris. 
hwanne, hwenne until, if, OS. hwan(na) when, 
at some time, when, MDu. wen, ·wan sur
viving in Du. wanneer = OS. hwan er as 
soon as, OHG. wenne, wanne (G. 
wenn if, wann when), Goth. hwan when, 
how :- CGerm. (exc. in Scand.), advb. 
deriv. of the interrog. base *xwa- WHo, 
WHAT; as THEN, THAN of the demons. * pa
THE, THAT; cf. Av. kam how, L. quom, cum 
when, Oir. can, W. pan when. Monosyll. 
forms appear XIII; the var. whon survives 
till xv, whan till xvr. So whence Mens 
from what place. XIII. ME. whannes, 
whennes, f. whanne, whenne, OE. hwanon(e), 
= OS. hwanan(a), OHG. (h)wanana, 
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WHERE 

(h)waniin; cf. HENCE, THENCE. whe·nso XII, 
whenSOE·VER XIV. 

where A\E;}J: in what place ( ?). OE. hwrer, 
beside hwtir and hwtira, corr. to OFris. 
hwer, OS. hwdr (Du. waar), OHG. (h)wiir, 
wa (G. wo; war, surviving in warum why), 
ON. hvar, Goth. hzuar; CGerm. derivs. 
(monosyll. or disyll., with long or short 
stem vowel) of *xzua- WHO, WHAT, as HERE 
is of * x_i- HE1 and THERE of * ]la- THE1 ; cf. L. 
curwhy,W.pyrwhy. Theearliestcomps. with 
preps. are whereA·T, whereBY·, wherei·N, 
twheremid, whereo·F, whereTHROU·GH, 
whereupo·N, wherewi·TH;later arewhere
u·NTo, wherewiTHA·L (xvi). 

wherefor ME;}·J:f5J: for what purpose or 
cause XII; forwhichxii; (now -fore) on what 
account XIII; sb. cause, reason XVI (Sh.). 

wherry Me·ri light rowing-boat for trans
port XV; barge XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

whet A\et sharpen (also fig.). OE. hwettan 
= (M)LG., (M)Du. wetten, OHG. wezzan 
(G. wetzen), ON. hve(ia :-Germ. *xzuatjan, 
f. *xwattaz sharp (OE. lnv::et quick, active, 
brave, OS. hwat keen, bold, OHG. (h)waz 
sharp, rough, severe, ON. hvat1· bold, 
vigorous), f. a base assumed to be cogn. 
with L. trifquetrus triangular. comp. 
whe·tsTONE OE. hwetstlin = (M)Du. wet
steen, OHG. wez(z)estein (G. wetzstein). 

whether A\e·5;}J: pron. and adj. which of 
the two; conj. introducing a question ex
pressing choice between alten1atives. OE. 
hwe]ler, beside hw::e]ler, corr. to OFris. 
hwed(d)er, OS. hweiJar, OHG. (h)wedar 
(surviving in G. weder neither), ON. 
hvaoarr, Goth. hwa]lar ;- CGerm. *xwa-, 
*xzue]laraz, f. *xwa-, *xwe- wHo+compar. 
suffix as in OTHER; cf. Skr. katards, Gr. 
p6teros, Lith. katras, which of the two. 

whew Mju excl. of astonishment, dismay, 
etc. XVI (Sh.), prob. intended to repr. a 
whistling sound. The earlier quhewe (xv, 
'Vyntoun) may be a separate word rei. 
immed. to north. quhew, qwe, whewe (XIV) 
pipe, whistling sound, whewe vb. (xv) pipe. 

whey Mei watery part of milk remaining 
after the curd is separated. OE. hw:Eg, 
Jzweg = OFris. *wei (WFris. waei, etc.), 
MDu. wey (Du. wei) :-Anglo-Frisian and 
LG. *xwaja-, rei. by gradation to MLG. 
huy, hoie, Du. hui :- *xwuja-. 

which Mitf tof what kind? ; twhat?; what 
one? OE.; as rei. adj. pron. XII. OE. hwilc 
=OS. (h)wilik, MLG., MDu. wilk, ON. 
hvilikr, corr. with a different grade to 
OE. hwelc = OFris. hwel(i)k, MDu. wel(i)c, 
wale, OHG. hwelih, Goth. hvileiks; CGerm. 
formation on *xwa- *xwe- (see wHo) and 
*lika- body, form; see LICH and cf. EACH, 
SUCH. Hence whichE·VER XIV (Wycl. Bible). 
whichsoE·VER. XV. 

WHIMPER 

(xvm), alt. of widow-bird, which is based on 
L. generic name Vidua 'widow'=F. veuve 
(Brisson, 176o), Pg. viuva, the bird being so 
called from the prevailingly black plumage 
and long train of tail feathers of the male. 

whiff Mif A. slight puff or gust ; inhalation 
of tobacco-smoke XVI; wave or waft of 
odour XVII; puffing or whistling sound XVIII ; 
B. flag hoisted as a signal XVII; C. light 
outrigger XIX. Late XVI, of imit. formation. 
Hence vb. xvr. 

whiffler Mi·fl;}J: attendant armed with a 
weapon to keep the way clear for a pro
cession, etc. XVI. f. v:ijle javelin, battle-axe, 
OE. wife!, f. Germ. *wio (cf. ON. vifr 
sword) :- IE. *wip- wave, swing; see -ER1• 

whig Mig tyokel; adherent of the Presby
terian cause in Scotland (esp. one of the 
rebellious covenanters who marched on 
Edinburgh in 1648); exclusioner (opposing 
succession of James, duke of York) XVII; 
from r689, one of the two great political 
parties in England)( Tory. pro b. shortening 
of Sc. whiggamaire, -mer, wiggomer (used in 
the second sense, the expedition being called 
'the whiggamore raid'), f. whig drive+ mere 
MARE1• 

while A\ail time (now chiefly in phr. a good, 
great (etc.) while, a while for a certain or 
some time, cf. MEANWHILE, betzveen whiles at 
intervals of time); as conj. (xn), shortening 
of ME. ]le while pat, in OE. ]lli hzuile ]le 
during the time that = OHG. dia wila so 
so long as (G. dieweil whilst, whereas; cf. 
Du. dewijl, G. wei! because), based on accus. 
of OE. hwil = OFris. hzuile, OS. hwil(a) 
time, OHG. (h)wila point or period of time 
(G. weile, Du. wijl), ON. hvila bed, Goth. 
hweila time:- CGerm. *xu:ilo. The base is 
IE. *qwi-, repr. also by L. quiet- QUIET, 
trmzquillus (:- *-quilnos) TRANQUIL (for 
the sense cf. ON. hvila, hvild rest, repose). 
Cf. EREWHILE, ERSTWHILE. So whilom 
Mai·lam tat times OE.; (arch.) at some 
time past XII. OE. hzvilum (d. pl. of hwil) = 
OS. hzvilon (MLG., MDu. wilem formerly; 
Du. zvijlen late, deceased), OHG. h~vilom, 
wflon (cf. G. weiland of old). whilst Mailst 
alt., with parasitic t (as in amidst, amongst), 
of twhiles, formed with advb. -s on the sb. 
and used finally (xm) as conj. like while. 

whim Mim A. tpun, play on words ; tfanci
ful creation; odd fancy XVII; machine for 
raising ore, etc. from a mine XVIII. Syno
nyms are (r) whims(e)y A\i·mzi XVII 
(B. Jonson), whence whi·msiCAL XVII, and 
(2) whim-wham A\i·IDMrem XVI (Skelton) 
redupl. formation with vowel-variation re
sembling that in flim-flam, jim-jam, trim
tram ; the origin is unkn. 

whimbrel Mi·mbr::~l curlew. XVI (whymper
nell). f. (dial.) whimp (xvi) or WHIMPER, on 
account of the bird's cry; for the ending cf. 

whidah, whydah Mi·da 
Dahomey, W. Africa, 
animals found in this 

nan1e of a town in dotterel (plover). 
applied spec. to whimper A\i·mp:u utter a feeble broken 
locality; w. bird cry. xvr (Douglas, More). Extension of 
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WHIN 

(dial.) whimp (xvi), of echoic origin; 
see -ER'. 

whin Min furze, gorse. XI. pro b. of Scand. 
origin; cf. Sw. hven, ODa. hvine, hvinegra:s, 
-strd, Norw. hvine, applied to certain 
grasses. First recorded in place-names of 
Scandinavianized areas: Wineberg a (Domes
day Book), Quyneberge Whinburgh in Nor
folk, Wynfel, Quynfel Whinfell in Cumber
land. Hence whi·nchat bird allied to the 
stonechat, also called furze-chat, gorse-chat 
XVII. 

whine Main utter a low somewhat shrill 
protracted sound. OE. hwinan (once of the 
droning flight of an arrow); ME. hwyne, 
whyne of persons, complain querulously XVI. 
An immed. cogn. is ON. hvina whiz, whistle 
in the air; a wk. grade of the imit. base is 
repr. by ON. hvinr whizzing, late OE. 
hwinsian (whence dial. whinge whine) = 
OHG. win(i)son (whence G. u·inseln) :
Germ. *xwinisojan. 

whinny Mi·ni neigh. XVI. Of imit. origin 
(cf. L. hinnire); syns. were whine (XIV) and 
whrinny (xv). 

whinyard Mi·nj;}.Id short sword, hanger. 
xv. Early forms are whyneherd, whyn(e)ard, 
of obscure formation; for the ending cf. 
daggard (DAGGER), poniard. The Sc. form is 
whinger Mi·n(g);}i XVI; hence Gaelic 
cuinnsear. 

whip Mip move briskly XIII ; strike with a 
whip XIV; overlay with cord, thread, etc. 
XV. ME. (h)wippen, prob.- (M)LG., (M)Du. 
wippen swing, vacillate, leap ( = MHG. 
wipfen dance), f. Germ. *wip- move quickly, 
repr. also in (M)LG. wipgalge, Du. wip
galg strappado, Du. wipbrug drawbridge, 
wipplank see-saw, wipstaart wagtail, OHG. 
wipjil (G. wipjel) tree-top, and in Goth. 
wipja crown, which appears to exemplify 
a sense 'wind or bind round', more ex
tensively shown by the var. *waip- *zveip-, 
as in Goth. waips wreath, crown, ueipan 
(vb.) crmvn, ON. veipr head-dress, OHG. 
weif bandage (see also WIPE). So whip sb. 
instrument of flagellation XIV; t brisk move
ment XVI; cf. (M)LG. wippe, wip quick 
movement, moment of time, lift for hoisting, 
lever = Du. wip see-saw, strappado, OHG. 
wipj quick movement. Chronological 
relations and sense-developments are ob
scure ; the form with zvh was presumably 
finally adopted as being symbolically appro
priate as in WHISK. 

whipper-snapper Mi·p;}.zsnrep;}.I sprightly 
insignificant but young person. XVII. orig. 
a canting term for a 'rough'; pro b. based on 
whipster (XVI) 'cracker of whips', lively, 
violent, or mischievous person, also in
significant fellow, and snipper-snapper (xvi). 

whippet Mi·pit tlively young woman XVI; 
small breed of dog XVII. prob. f. tzvhippet 
vb. move briskly (XVI 'skyp or whyppyt 
about', Palsgr.), i.e. whip it, intr. use with it 
of WHIP vb. move nimbly. 

WHISPER 

whip-poor-will Mi·pu;}.twi·l species of 
goatsucker noted for its persistent call. XVIII. 
imit. of the bird's note; cf. bobolink, katydid, 
mopoke, whip-tom-kelly, willet, wishtomvish. 

whirl M(l.rl move in a circle XIII; revolve 
or cause to revolve ; move or cause to move 
swiftly XIV; hurl xv- ON. hvirfia tum 
about, rei. to hvirfill circle, ring, summit ~" 
(M)LG., (M)Du. wervel twhirlpool, 
tspindle, vertebra, OHG. wirbil whirlwind 
(G. wirbel) :-Germ. "xwerbilaz, f. "xuerb
*'xwarb-. 

whirlpool M(l·.Ipul circular eddy in a river, 
etc. XV. f. WHIRL+POOL j cf. OE. hwyrjepol, 
wirfelmere. 

whirlwind A\(l·Jlwind rotating wind. XIV 
(Rolle). prob. -ON. hvirfilvindr (see 
WHIRL, WIND1), whence Du. zvervelwind, 
G. wirbelwind. 

whir(r) A\(l.I tfling, hurl; move swiftly with 
a vibratory sound XIV. prob. first of Scand. 
origin (cf. Da. hvirre, Norw. kvirra, Sw. 
dial. hvirra, which are perh. assim. forms of 
ON. *hvirja, repr. the base of hvirfill, 
hvirfia WHIRL) ; reinforced later by echoism. 

whish1 MiJ int., vb. XVI. imit. of the sound 
made by something rushing through air or 
over water; hence sb. XIX. 

whish 2 MiJ synon. with WHIST1• XVI. 

whisk Misk sb. (XIV Barbour) and vb. (xv, 
Henryson) denoting light rapid sweeping 
motion. orig. wisk, wysk (but quhisk as 
early as xv) and first in Sc. texts; - Scand. 
stem repr. by ON. visk wisp, Sw. viska 
besom, wisp, swab, viskawhisk (off), sponge, 
Norw. visk wisp, cluster, pull, tug, Da. 
viske wipe, rub, sponge, corr. to (M)Du. 
wisch wisp, LG. wisk quick movement, 
OHG. <oisc (G. wisch) wisp of hay, dish
cloth, wisken (wischen) wipe, tmove briskly, 
f. symbolic Germ. base *zvisk-, with develop
ment of initial wh- as in WHIP. Hence 
whiskER1 Mi·sb.I tfan, tswitch, (dial.) 
feather brush xv ; hair on the face, tmou
stache XVI; cf. Sw. viskare sponge, LG. 
zcisker duster, G. wischer rubber, clout. 

whisky', whiskey Mi·ski spirituous liquor 
distilled from malted barley, etc. (Scotch 
tohisky, Irish whiskey). XVIII. Shortening of 
whiskybae, var. of USQUEBAUGH (Gael. 
uisgebeatha). 

whisky2 Mi·ski light carriage. XVIII. f. 
WHISK+-Y\ so nan1ed from its swift 
motion. 

whiskyjobn Mi·skid3;)n grey jay of Canada. 
XVIII. alt., with assim. to JOHN, of N. Amer. 
Indian name (Cree wiskatjan, Montagnais 
wishkutshan). Hence, by substitution of 
JACK, whi·skyjack. XVIII. 

whisper Mi·spgJ speak softly under one's 
breath. OE. hwisprian = early Flem. wis
peren, G. wispem (of LG. origin), f. Germ. 
imit. base *xwis-, whence also synon. 
MLG., MDu. 'Wispelen, OHG. (h)wispalo11 
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WHIST 

(G. wispeln), 0~. hviskra, hvisla; cf. dial. 
whiste1· (XIV), OE. hw:i3strian. 

whist1 Mist excl. to call for silence. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). Varying from XVI with 
whisht; cf. HIST, ST. Hence as adj. silent, 
hushed ·xv, as vb. become or tmake silent 
XVI (Surrey, Wyatt). 

whist• Mist card-game. XVII. alt. of earlier 
XVII name whisk, perh. f. WHISK vb. from 
the action of whisking away the tricks; but, 
ace. to Cotton's 'The Complete Gamester', 
I68o, 'called Whist from the silence that is 
to be observed in the play', and so assoc. 
with prec. 

whistle Mi·sl sb. tubular wind instrument 
OE.; throat XIV (Ch.); act of whistling xv. 
OE. hzcistle, wistle (also in wudulnvistle hem
lock). So vb. OE. hwistlian, zoistlian, corr. to 
0::\. hvisla whisper, lVISw. ln•isla, Sw. 
vissla whistle, Da. hvisle hiss, of echoic 
origin. 

whit1 A\it (arch.) very small or the least 
portion or amount. xv. Early mod. whyt, 
zvyt, whit(t), prob. modification of form of 
WIGHT\ as in any wight, 110 zvight (cf. 
AUGHT, NAUGHT); but the sp. zvh- is unexpJ. 
Now always in neg. context or in every whit 
(e.g. I Sam. iii. 18). 

whit 2 Mit int., sb., vb. imit. of a shrill 
abrupt sound. XIX. Cf. TU WHIT TU WHOO. 

white A\ait the colour of fresh snow or 
common salt. OE. hwit = OFris., OS. 
hwit, OHG. (h)wi)J (G. weiss), ON. lwitr, 
Goth. hweits :- Germ. * xwitaz, of which a 
var. with short vowel in repr. by OFris. 
hwit(t), (1\I)Du., (M)LG. zvit :- *xwittaz 
:- IE. *kzvitnos, *kwidnos, the base of which 
is found also in Skr. and Balto-SI. words 
denoting brightness or light. phr. and 
comp. whi·teBAIT small fry of fish xvm; 
white friar Carmelite xv; whi·te-Iivered 
cowardly (having, ace. to popular belief, a 
liver lacking bile or choler) XVI; whi·te
S!\IITH worker in metal XIV; whi·teTHORN 
hawthorn XIII; tr. L. alba spina (whence F. 
aubepine); whi·teTHROAT warbler xvu 
(Grew); whi·teWASH, plaster with a white 
composition XVI ; hence sb. XVII. Hence 
white vb. tbecome or make white OE. ; 
whitewash XII. whi·teN5 XIII; cf. ON. 
huitna; superseding OE. hwitian = OHG. 
wi0en, Goth. gaJhweitjan. (jJ Shortening of 
the vowel is seen in the comps. u·hitleather, 
whitlow, TVhitsunday, and many place
names. 

whither Mi·l'ia.r to what or which place. 
OE. hwider, f. Germ. *xwi- (see WHICH); 
synon. Goth. hwadre is f. *xwa- (see WHO); 
for the suffix cf. HITHER, THITHER. Hence 
twhi·therso OE., whi:thersoE·VER XIII. 

whiting1 Mai·til) fish of genus Merlangus. 
XV. - (M)Du. wijting; see WHITE, -ING3, 

and cf. ON. hvitingr white whale, late OE. 
hwitling (perh.) whiting. 

WHOA 

whiting" Mai·til) twhitewashing; finely 
powdered chalk as used for this xv. f. 
WHITE vb.+-ING1 • 

whitleather .¥.i·tle:l'ia.l whiteleather (xv) 
dressed with alum instead of being tanned. 
XIV. f. WHITE (with normal shortening). 

whitlow A\i·tlou inflammatory sore on 
finger or thumb. XIV. orig. whitflaw, -flow, 
i.e. WHITE+FLAW1 breach, fissure; but the 
similarity of the first syll. to Du. jijt, tvijt, 
LG. fit, suggests a poss. alien origin; the 
alt. to zdzitlow (xv) and twhitblow (xvi) is 
not accounted for. 

whitster Mi·tsta.r bleacher. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). f. WHITE+-STER. 

Whit Sunday, Whitsunday Mi·tsA·ndi, 
A\i·tsandei seventh Sunday after Easter 
Day, Pentecost. Late OE. Hwita Sunnan
daJg (extant only in obi. case Hwitan S.) 
'White Sunday', so named prob. from the 
ancient custom of wearing white robes by 
the newly baptized at the Feast of Pentecost 
(cf. Dominica in albis 'Sunday in whites'; 
name of the First Sunday after Easter, so 
given for the same reason; :VfLG. wit
sondach, :VIDu. wittensondagh are also so 
applied). The normal shortening of the 
vowel of the first syll., by obscuring the 
composition of the word, led to various 
apprehensions of it, so that it has been 
differently divided, whence Whitsun eve and 
zceek (xm) beside Whit Monday (XVI), etc. 
Whi·tsunTIDE A\i·tsantaid \Vhitsunday 
and the days immediately following. XIII. 
(jJ As the name of a Sc. term-day (IS May) 
TV. has been long dissociated from the church 
festival. 

whittle A\i·tl cut thin slices from XVI; fig. 
XVIII. f. (dial.) whittle large knife (xv), var. 
of thwi·ttle, f. thzvite (OE. jnt.:itan shave off, 
cogn. with ge]JWit chip, ON. ]Jveita small 
axe, ]Jveit(i) cut-off piece). 

Whitworth Mi·tw5.rp name of a rifle in
vented by Sir Joseph Whitzo'Ortlz of Man
chester (r854). 

whiz(z) Miz make, or move with, a sound as 
of a body rushing through the air. XVI 
(Surrey). imit. 

who hu what or which person? ; used as 
relative pron. from XIII. :VIE. hzvo (XII
XIII), zvho (from XIII), hoo (XIII-XV), repr. 
OE. hwd, carr. to OFris. hzcd, OS. hwe, 
hwie, OHG. (h)wer (Du. zcie, G. zver), 
OSw. ho, ODa. hzca (Da. hvo), Goth. 
hwas :-Germ. *xwaz *xzvez :-IE. *qu·os 
*ques (cf. Lith. kas, Skr. kds), parallel to 
*qwi- (cf. L. quis, OS!. lito, Ir. Cia, W. pwy). 
Hence who·so xn, whosoE·VER XIII, who
SOME·VER xv. For the base types as repr. 
in derivs. see WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHETHER, 
WHICH, WHOM, WHOSE. 'lJ For the pronunc. 
cf. TWO. 

whoa wou call to a horse to stop. XIX. 
var. of who (xv), var. of no; preceded by 
twhoa ho call from a distance XVII. 
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WHOLE 

whole houl in good or sound condition ; not 
divided into parts OE. ; sb. the complete 
amount XIV; a combination of parts xvu. 
OE. hiil (and gehiil) = OFris., OS. hel (Du. 
heel and geheel), (O)HG. heil, ON. heill, 
Goth. hails, gahails (also unhails sick) :
CGerm. *(ga)xailaz :- IE. *qoilos (repr. 
also in Balto-Sl.). For other connexions see 
HAIL 2, HALE', HEAL. Who·leSALE first in phr. 
by w., tby thew.)( by retail. xv who·lesOME1 

conducive to well-being xu. prob. OE. 
"*hiilsum, with Germ. parallels. wholLY 2 

hou·lli, hou·li to the full or complete extent, 
in full. OE. "*hiillice, the normal descendant 
of which was holliche (whence dial. 
holly), in which 6 was substituted by 
influence of the adj., whence the 
standard pronunc. ; the simplification of ll 
is shown in sp. XIV; cf. tfouly, tsoly. 
(jJ The sp. with wh-, corr. to a widespread 
dial. pronunc. with w, appeared in XVI. 

whom hum accusative-dative of WHO. OE. 
hwiim, late var. of hwmm, d. of hwii WHO, 
hwmt WHAT; in its later uses whom combined 
the functions of OE. hwone, hwane, accus. 
sg. of hwii and of the dative OE. hwmm = 
OFris. hzciim, OS. hwem(u), OHG. hwemu. 
Hence (synon.) whomE·\'ER XIV, who·mso 
xu, whomsoE·VER xv. 

whoop hiip shout, hollo XIV. imit. ; so sb. 
XVI. Hence whoo·pER1 whistling swan, 
Cygnus musicus XVII. whoo·ping-cough, 
cough accompanied by a sound like 
'whoop' XVIII. 

whoopee hiipi·, am·pi excl. accompanying 
riotous enjoyment; orig. U.S. XIX. 

whoosh MiiJ imit. of a sibilant sound as of 
something rushing through the air. XIX 
(Dickens). 

whop Mop cast or pull violently XIV; strike 
heavily XVI. var. of wap (XIV), of echoic 
origin. who·ppiNG 2 that is a whopper xvn. 
Hence who·ppER1 uncommonly large one 
XVIII (Grose). 

whore h5a.I prostitute. Late OE. h6re, 
corr. to (M)LG. hore, MDu. lzoere (Du. 
hoer), OHG. huora (G. hure), ON. h6ra 
:-Germ. *xoron, f. base repr. also by ON. 
h6rr, Goth. hors adulterer; the IE. base 
*qiir- appears in L. ciirus, Oir. cara friend, 
caraim I love. Hence who·renoM. XII. 
prob. -ON. h6rd6mr = OFris. hi5rdom. 
comp. who·reMASTER. XVI (Dunbar). 
who·reMONGER. XVI (Tindale), -monging 
(Coverdale), who·resoN bastard, term of 
abuse XIII. Hence vb. XVI. For wh- cf. 
WHOLE. The normally developed pronunc. 
hu;l.I remains in local use. 

whorl M5.Il, M::i.Il small fly-wheel or pulley 
in a spinning machine xv ; ring of leaves, etc. 
round a stem XVI. Earliest forms wharwyl, 
whorwhil, of E. Anglian or north. prove
nance; pro b. vars. of wherwille, WHIRL, 
infl. by twharve tum (cf. WHARF) and Du. 
fworvel, var. of wervel. 

WIDE 

whortleberry M;i·.Itlberi (fmit of) shrub 
Vaccinium Myrtillus. XVI (Lyte, a Somerset 
man). s.w. dial. var. of hurtleberry, as 
(dial.) whort (Lyte) is of hurt, which is of 
unkn. origin; for the sp. with zvh- cf. 
(dial.) whoam home, WHOLE, WHORE. 

whose hiiz g. of who and what. Early ME. 
hwiis, hwos (xn-xiii), alt., by assim. to 
hwii, hwo WHO, of hwas, hwes, OE. hwms g. 
of m. hv.ili and hwmt WHAT, in interrog. use 
only :- *xwasa, beside which are monosyll. 
OS. hwes, OHG. (h)wes (Du., G. wes), ON. 
hves(s), Goth. huis :- •xwesa :-IE. qwlzeso, 
repr. also by Gr. teo (:- *teso), OSL leso. 
Hence whosesoE·VER XVII (A.V.). Cf. 
WHOM. 

why A\ai for what reason or purpose ( ?) ; 
int. as a note of surprise or calling attention 
xvr. OE. hwi, hzvy, instr. case of hwmt 
WHAT, governed by to or for (whence tforwhy 
why, because), or simply as adv., corr. to 
OS. hwi, ON. hvi :- Germ. *xwi :- IE. 
*qwei, loc. of "*qwo- WHO, WHAT (cf. Doric 
Gr. pef where). 

wick1 wik bundle of fibre by which a 
flame is kept supplied with fat. OE. zceoc (in 
candelweoc), weoce, corr. to MDu. wiecke 
(Du. wiek), MLG. weke, OHG. wiohha (G. 
wieche), of unkn. origin. (jJ For the 
vocalism cf. SICK. 

wick' wik tdwelling; (dial.) town, hamlet 
OE. ; farm xr. OE. wic = OFris. wik, OS. 
wic (Du. uijk quarter, district, ward), OHG. 
wih (G. in weichbild municipal area), Goth. 
weihs. pro b. Germ. - L. vicus row of houses, 
quarter of a town, street, village, cogn. with 
Gr. ofkos house. (jJ Survives locally in 
place-names (the distribution of -zvich 
and -wick presents difficulties) and in 
BAILIWICK. 

wicked wi·kid morally or otherwise bad. 
XIII (La:J., Cursor M.). f. (dial.) wick, adj. 
use of OE. wicca wizard, the fern. of which 
is wicce WITCH. (jJ For the unusual forma
tion cf. WRETCHED ; there was also a rare 
syn. wicci (Peterborough Chron.). 

wicker wi·k;J.I pliant twig or rod. XIV 
(Trevisa). Of E. Scand. origin (cf. Sw. viker, 
Da. viger willow), f. base of Sw. vika 
bend (cf. OE. wican give way, collapse, 
and WEAK). 

wicket wi·kit small door or gate XIII; (in 
cricket) set of three stumps and two bails 
(formerly of two stumps and one bail) XVIII. 
-AN., ONF. wiket = (O)F. guichet, usu. 
referred to the Germ. base appearing in 
ON. vik,ja move, tum (Sw. vika, Da. vige). 

widdershins var. of WITHERSHINS. 
wide waid of great extent (esp. horizontally), 

(in limited use) from side to side. OE. 
wid = OFris., OS. wid, OHG. wit (Du. 
wifd, G. weit), ON. vii'fr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *widaz, of unkn. origin; perh. f. IE. 
*wi- apart, whence Skr. vitardm further. 
So wide adv. OE. wide, with corr. Germ. 
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WIDGEON 

cogns. Hence wi·deN5
• XVII (Sh.). comp. 

wi·deAWA·KE fully awake with eyes open XIX; 
said to be applied joe. to a kind of soft felt 
hat because of its having no 'nap'. wi·de
SPREAD XVIII. See also WIDTH. 

widgeon, wigeon wi·d3::~n wild duck of 
genus IV1areca. XVI. perh. f. echoic base 
*'zoi-, after PIGEON1 ; parallel formations of 
later date are F. vigeon, vingeon, gingeon, 
dig eon. 

widow wi·dou wife bereaved of her hus
band. OE. widewe, zouduwe = OFris. zcidwe, 
OS. widowa, OHG. wituwa (Du. zvedmue, 
weeuw, G. zcitwe), Goth. widuwo, adj. forma
tion (not Scand.) of IE. range, *widhewo, 
repr. by Skr. ·vidhawa, widow, Gr. e(F)ithe
(F)os unmarried man, L. viduus bereft, 
void, widowed (fern. vidua widow, whence 
F. veuve, etc.), OS!. ·v11dova (Russ. vdovd), 
Oir. fedb, W. gweddw widow, perh. f. 
*'widh as in Skr. vidh be destitute, lack, 
L. dfjvidere DIVIDE. So widowER1 wi·dou;:>.r 
man whose wife is dead. XIV (PPI.), in late 
lYlE. substituted as an unequivocal form for 
twidow (OE. masc. zoidewa). Hence wi·dow 
vb. XV, wi·dOWED 1 XVI (Sh.), Wi·dOWHEAD 
XIII, wi·dowHoOD (OE. widewanhiid). 

width widp, wit}:> extent across. XVII (I627 
wydth 'opening', Drayton; Moxon, Dry
den; called by J. 'a low word'). f. first syll. 
of wldness (the normal form from OE. 
widnes wideness, f. wid WIDE+-nes -:-;Ess)+ 
-THl, an analogy being provided by bredth 
BREADTH. 

wield wild trule, direct, command; handle 
with skill or effect. ME. zcelde(n), repr. 
(r) redupl. str. vb. OE. wealdan, pt. zceold, 
pp. (ge)wealden = OS. waldan, OHG. 
waltan (G. walten), 0::-J. valda, Goth. 
zoaldan, and (z) wk. vb. OE. wieldan, f. 
mutated form of *waliJ-, cogn. with Balto
Sl. forms denoting rule and power, and 
prob. ult. with *wal- of L. valere be strong 
(cf. VALID, VALOUR, VALUE). Hence wieldY1 

wi-ldi tcapable of easy movement XIV (Ch.); 
(now chiefly as back-formation from UN
WIELDY) manageable, handy XVI. 

wife waif woman (surviving in fishwife, old 
wives' tale); woman joined to a man by 
marriage OE. ; mistress of a household 
(surviving in goodwife, housewife) XIV (Ch.). 
bE. wif = OFris., OS. wif (Du. wijj), 
OHG. wip (G. weib woman), ON. vif; of 
unkn. origin; not extant in Goth., which 
has qino 'mulier', QUEAN, and qens 'uxor' 
QUEEN. See also WIVE, WOMAN. 

wig wig artificial covering of hair for the 
head. XVII. Shortening of PERIWIG, as 
WINKLE of perizuinkle. 

wiggle wi·gl move to and fro irregularly. 
XIII (AncrR.). - (M)Du., (M)LG. wiggelen, 
frequent. (see -LE 3) of *'wig-, repr. by LG. 
wiggen; cf. zvag, waggle. 

wight1 wait tliving creature OE.; (arch.) 
being xu. OE. wiht, corr. (with variation of 

WILL 

gender and meaning) to OS. wiht thing, 
(pl.) demons (MLG. z<-icht thing, creature, 
demon, LG. wicht girl, (M)Du. wicht little 
child), OHG., MHG. wiht creature, being, 
thing, esp. of elves and dwarfs (G. wicht 
being, infant), ON. z•mttr, z·ettr, vitr, living 
creature, thing (also in idiomatic uses, e.g. 
ekki •·retta, vrettki not a whit, not, ·vrettugi 
nothing), Goth. uJaiht n. (in ni ... waiht or 
waihtais nothing); ult. connexions uncertain. 
See also Al:GHT, NAUGHT, NOUGHT, WHIT1• 

wight 2 wait (arch., dial.) valiant, doughty; 
strong, stalwart XIII; active, brisk XIV. 
- 0::-\. vigt, n. of vigr of fighting age, skilled 
in arms, cogn. with OE. wzg battle, conflict, 
wiga warrior, based on IE. *wik-, *'wik-, 
repr. by L. vincere conquer, perf. vici (cf. 
VICTOR). (j[ For similar adoptions of ON. 
neuters in -t see SCANT, THWART', WANT. 

wigwam wi·gw<Jm, -wrem ::\". Amer. Indian 
cabin, tent, or hut. XVII. -Ojibwa wigwaum, 
zvigiwam, var. of wikizomn, zveekuwom 
(Delaware zviquoam) lit. 'their house' (cf. 
neek my house, keek thy house, week his 
house). 

wild waild living in a state of nature; un
inhabited, waste; uncontrolled. OE. wilde 
0 ' OFris. zcilde, OS., OHG. wildi (Du., 
G. wild), ON. Z'illr, Goth. zl.'ilpeis :- CGerm. 
*zvilpijaz, prob. - IE. *ghu·eltijos, the base 
of which is repr. by W. {f'(/,)yllt, Ir. geilt wild. 

wHdebeest wi·ld::~best gnu. XIX, Afri
kaans (now zcildebees, pl. wildebeeste), f. Du. 
wild WILD + beest BEAST. 

wilder wi·ld::~.r lead astray; go astray. XVII. 
Of unkn. origin; pcrh. extracted from 
WILDERNESS but cf. IVIDu. z·erwilderen, G. 
(ver)wildern, and BE\VILDER, which is, how
ever, of later appearance. 

wilderness wi·ld;unes uncultivated tract of 
land. OE. wild(d)eornes (Lye, Sweet), f. 
wild(d)eor wild beast (cf. (M)Du., G. wilder
nis). GJJ For the concr. use of the suffix cf. 
OE. !zeanes summit, smepnes level place. 

wile wail crafty or deceitful trick. XII 
(Peterborough Chron.). Early ME. zvil, evi
denced first from Scandinavianized areas 
and therefore poss. -ON. *wihl- (vel) 
craft, artifice, rei. to vela defraud. Hence 
WilY1 wai·li xm (Cursor M.). 

will1 wil desire, act or power of willing OE. ; 
testamentary document XIV (Trevisa). OE. 
willa = OFris. willa, OS. willio, OHG. 
willa, willio (Du. wil, G. wille), 0::-J. vili, 
vilfa-, Goth. wilja :- CGerm. *zuilfon :
*we!Jon; also OE. (ge)wil(l) = ON. vi!; 
f. *'wel- be pleasing (see WELIY). Hence 
wi·lFuL1 self-willed xu; twilling, wishful 
XIV; earlier in adv. (late OE. wilfullice). 

will 2 wil expressing various phases of 
desire, wish, intention, or determination; 
in combination with SHALL forming a future 
tense. OE. *willan, zoyllan (rst and 3rd 
pers. pres. ind. wile, wyle; from XIV will; 
znd pers. wilt), pt. would wud (xst and 

(1oo6] 



WILL 

3rd pers. wolde, znd pers. woldest, from 
XVI wouldest, wouldst) = ,IFris. willa, •tvilde, 
OS. willian, wolda (D\ willen, wilde), 
ON. vilja, vilda, Goth. viljan, wilda:
Germ. *wel(l)jan, paralle with Germ. 
*wal(l)jan, repr. by OFris. wella, OHG. 
wellen (G. wollen, wollte, gewollt), OX vel,ja, 
valiJi, Goth. waljan; based on IE. *rwl
*wel- (cf. L. velle, vola, velim, volui, and see 
WILL\ WELL3

). 

will" wil pt., pp. willed wild; pres. ind. 
2nd sg. willest, 3rd sg. wills, willeth wish or 
desire (to); determine by the will OE. 
OE. u:illian (pt. willode) = OHG. willon 
(G. willen, pp. gewillt); f. WILL1 • fj[ A 
synon. vb. having the same base with n
formative, OE. wilnian, continued through 
ME. wilne to XVI. 

willemite wi·l;}mait (min.) native silicate 
of iron. XIX. - Du. zvillemit (A. Levy, 
1829), f. Willem William I of the Nether
lands; see -ITE. 

willet wi·let N. Amer. bird of the snipe 
family whose cry is expressed by pill-will
willet. XIX. Cf. WHIP-POOR-WILL, etc. 

William wi·lj;}m as plant-name now only in 
SWEET WILLIAM. 

Williamite wi·lj;}mait tA. member of the 
order of Augustinian hermits, Guillemin 
XVII. B. supporters of William of Orange 
(King William III) XVII; see -ITE. 

Williams (pear) wi·ljamz very juicy variety 
of the bon chretien pear, so called from its 
first distributor in England XIX. 

willies wHiz (orig. U.S.) the w. spell of 
nervousness. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 

willing wi·lil) vbl. sb. desire, inclination 
(chiefly in conjunction with nilling) OE.; 
voluntary choice XIV. OE. willung. So 
williNG 2 ppl. adj. XIII. 

will o' the wisp wi:latl;}wi·sp ignis fatuu.s. 
XVII. The earliest form is Will with the or 
a wisp, i.e. Will (pet form of William) and 
WISP in the sense 'bundle of hay, etc., for 
use as a torch'; for the use of proper name 
cf. Jack-a-lantern, and, for the second el., 
G. irrwisch lit. 'wander-wisp'. 

willow wi·lou plant of genus Salix. OE. 
welig = OS. wilgia, (M)LG. wilge, Du. 
wilg; the form history is obscure, the change 
of vowel may be due to assoc. with willy, 
OE. wilige wicker basket. 

willy-nilly wilini·li whether one likes it or 
not. XVII. Later sp. of wil I nil I (xvi) 'I am 
willing, I am unwilling' ; based on WILL 2 

and its neg. (OE. nyllan, f. ne NE+willan) 
with a variety of prons. (we, ye, I); earlier 
twilling nilling. 

wilt1 wilt become limp. XVII (Ray). Of dial. 
origin, in early XIX largely U.S.; perh. alt. 
of wilk, WELK. 

wilt• 2nd pers. sg. pres. ind. of WILL2• 

Wilton wi ·lt;)n kind of Brussels carpet made 
at Wilton in Wiltshire. xvm. 

WIND 

wimble wi·mbl (dial., techn.) gimlet XIII; 
auger XIV; boring instrument xvu ; - AN. 
*wimble, var. of *guimble, whence ME. 
gymble and GIMLET. 

wimple wi·mpl woman's garment envelop
ing head, chin, sides of the face and neck 
(now worn by nuns). XIII. Late OE. 
wimpel = OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. wimpel, 
OHG. wimpal veil, bonnet (G. wimpel 
streamer, pennon), ON. vimpill; the Germ. 
word was adopted as OF. guimple (mod. 
guimpe), of which the var. wimple coincided 
with the native word. 

win win pt., pp. won WAil twork; tvan
quish OE.; be victorious (alsol trans.); 
gain XII. OE. winnan (also freq. gewinnan), 
pt. wann, wonn = OFris. winna obtain, OS. 
winnan suffer, win, MLG., MDu. winnen 
till, obtain, acquire, OHG. winnan rage, 
contend, gewinnan gain by labour (G. 
gewinnen earn, gain, produce), ON. vinna 
labour, gain, Goth. (ga)winnan suffer; 
CGerm. str. vb. the senses of which are 
largely parallel to those of gain and get, but 
of uncertain relations. So win sb. tA. 
conflict, strife OE. ; tgain, wealth XII ; 
B. victory; gains XIX. In A OE. win(n), 
more freq. gewin(n), ME. (i)win; in B f. 
the vb. 

wince wins (dial.) kick restlessly XIII 
(S. Eng. Leg.); make an involuntary shrink
ing movement XVIII. -AN. *wencir, var. of 
OF. guenchir tum aside, avoid (whence 
winch xm, surviving dial.)- Germ. *weykjan 
(OHG. wenken, OS. wenkian) :- *waykjan. 

wincey, winsey wi ·nsi durable cloth having 
a linen warp and a woollen weft. XIX. orig. 
Sc., app. alt. of woo[sey in LINSEY-WOOLSEY, 
through assim. *linsey-winsey. 

winch win'J reel, roller OE.; hoisting or 
hauling apparatus xvr. Late OE. wince :
Germ. *wiykjo- :- *weykjo-, f. IE. *u:eyg
~VINK. 

Winchester wi·ntJesta.:~ A. name of a city 
in Hampshire, used as a designation of 
certain measures XVI; B. name of Oliver F. 
Winchester (r8ro-8o), an American manu
facturer, designating a type of breech
loading rifle XIX. 

wind1 wind (arch. and dial. waind) air in 
motion. OE. wind = OFris., OS. ·wind, 
OHG. wint (Du., G. wind), ON. vindr, 
Goth. winds :- CGerm. *windaz, based on 
IE. prp. *went- (whence L. ventus wind, 
W. gu:ynt), with parallel forms on *we- in 
Lith. v~jas wind, OSl. vejati blow, Olr. 
feth air, Gr. desi (:- *aFesi) blows, aires 
wind, Skr. vtiti blows, vtitas wind (cf. 
NIRVANA). comp. wi·ndFALL1 something 
blown down by the wind xv ; unexpected 
acquisition XVI; cf. (M)HG. wintval, 
G. windfall. 

wind", waind pt., pp. wound waund 
tmove in a certain direction OE. ; move in 
a circular path XIII; pass (a thing) round 
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something else xrv; set (a mechanism) in 
order XVII. OE. zvindan, pt. wand, wundon, 
pp. zvunden = OFris. winda, OS. windan, 
OHG. wintan (Du., G. winden), ON. vinda, 
Goth. *windan, in biwindan, uswindan :
CGerm. *windan, rei. to *wand- in WANDER, 
WEND. 

wind3 (with pronunc. wind) A. get the wind 
of xv; deprive of breath xrx; B. (with pro
nunc. waind) sound a hom, etc. by blowing 
into it XVI. f. WIND1• 

windlass wi ·ndlas machine for hauling or 
hoisting. xrv. Presumably obscure alt. of 
twindas- AN. windas (AL. windasium)= 
OF. guindas- ON. vinddss (whence also 
MLG., MDu., Du. windas), f. vinda 
WIND2+dss pole(= Goth. ans beam). 

windlestraw wi·ndlstr5 (dial.) withered 
stalk. OE. zvindelstreaw, f. windel basket, 
(dial.) measure of com XIII, f. zvindan 
WIND 2 (see -LE1)+streaw STRAW1• 

window wi·ndou opening in a wall or side 
of a structure to admit light and air. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. windo3e- o::-;. vindauga, 
f. vindr WIND1+auga EYE; superseded OE. 
eagpyrel, eagduru 'eye-hole, -door'' but 
fenester (of F. origin) was in concurrent use 
tili late XVI; the alt. forms wind( d)-ore, -door 
(xvr) had some currency. 

Windsor wi·nza.t town in Berkshire, place 
of residence of British Royal Family 
(W. Castle), designation of the family 
(HouseojW.); used attrib. in W. chair(XVIII), 
soap, uniform (xrx) (worn by the Royal 
Family). 

wine wain fermented juice of the grape. 
OE. win = OFris., OS., OHG. win (Du. 
wijn, G. wein), ON. vfn, Goth. wein :
CGerm. *zvznam - L. vinum, *winom 
(whence also OS!. vino, Lith. vynas, W. 
gwin, Ir. fin), primitively rei. to Gr. 
(r)oivos wine, oine vine, wine, Alb. vene, 
Arm. gini, perh. ali derived from a common 
Mediterranean source, but referred by some 
to pre-Arm. *woinijo; cf. also Arab. zvain, 
Heb. yayin, Ass. inn, the relation with 
which, if any, is not clear. Comp. wi·ne
bi:bbER1 xvr (Coverdale; cf. Luther's wein
siiujer). wi-nePRESS\ wi·nevAT. xvr (Tin
dale). 

wing wil) organ of flight xu ; lateral part or 
appendage XIII (RGlouc.). protection, care 
XIII; division (right or left) of a force XIV; 
side scene in a theatre XVIII. First in pl. 
wenge(n), -es - ON. vamgir, accus. vamgi, 
pl. of vmngr wing of a bird, aisle (Sw., Da. 
vinge, Norw. veng), rep!. OE. fepra wings, 
pl. of feper FEATHER, and fipere. Hence 
wing vb. use the wings XVII (Sh.); wound 
in the wing xrx: wingED2 wi•IJid, wiiJd. 
xrv (Ch.); phr. w. words (XVII, Chapman), 
after Homeric E7T€a 7TTEp6EvTa. 

wink wiiJk tclose the eyes; tgive a signifi
cant glance OE. ; blink XIII; 'shut the eyes' 
to (const. at) xv; close one eye momentarily 
in a flippant manner xrx. OE. wincian = 
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OS. wincan (MLG., MDu. winken), rei. to 
OHG. winchan (G. winken) move sideways, 
stagger, nod, f. Germ. *wiyk- (*weyk-) 
*wayk- :- IE. *weyg- *woyg- move side
ways or from side to side, whence also 
WINCE, WINCH. 

winkle wi·IJkl xvr. Shortening of PERI
WINKLE2, as zvig of periwig. 

winnow wi·nou free (grain) from chaff, 
separate (chaff) from grain. OE. windwian, 
f. wind WIND1, rei. immed. to windwigceaj 
chaff, windwigsife winnowing-sieve, and 
remotely to OHG. winton, ON. vinza 
(:- *windisojan) winnow, Goth. dis/winpjan 
scatter like chaff, winpiskaw·o winnowing
fan; cf. synon. L. ventiliire VENTILATE, 
Lith. vetyti. 

winsey wi·nsi var. of WINCEY. 

winsome wi·nsam tpleasant OE. to XIII; 
of attractive appearance or disposition XVII. 
OE. zvynsum (=OS. wunsam, OHG. 
wunnisam), f. wyn(n) joy, pleasure = OS. 
wu.nnia, OHG. wunnia, wzmna (G. wonne), 
f. Germ. *zvun-, repr. also in WISH, WONT1 ; 

see -SOME1 • (]! The current sense came 
into the literary lang. from the north, 
where it must have survived with a spe
cialized meaning. 

winter wi·nt;:u fourth season of the year; 
used typicalJy for year (as in general Germ. 
use). OE. winter = OFris. winter, OS., 
OHG. wintar (Du., G. winter), ON. vetr, 
earlier ·vettr, vittr, Goth. wintrus :- CGerm. 
*wentrus, prob. f. nasalized var. of IE. base 
*zced- *wod- be wet (see WATER, WET). 
Hence wi·nter vb. spend the winter. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); after L. hiemiire, hiberniire 
HIBERNATE; cf. MLG., etc. winteren, ON. 
vetra. wi·nterLY\ wi·ntrY1• OE. zvinterlic, 
zvintrig, with cogns. in OHG., etc.; present 
currency is due to new formations in xvr. 

wipe waip rub gently with a cloth, etc. OE.; 
fig. uses from xnr. OE. wzpian, corr. 
formally to OHG. zvifan wind round, Goth. 
weipan crown, and rei. further to OHG. 
waif bandage, ON. veipr head-covering, 
Goth. waips wreath, and the forms given 
s.v. WHIP. Hence sb. slashing blow or 
remark xvr; (sl.) handkerchief xvm (super
seding earlier wiper). 

wire waig:r (piece or length of) metal in the 
form of a slender rod OE. ; network of this 
xvr. OE. u•zr, corr. to MLG. z~·ire (LG. zvzr), 
0~. *virr in vira virki filigree work, rei. to 
OHG. zviara (ornament of) finest gold; 
prob. f. base *wi- of L. viere plait, weave 
( cf. WITHE). Hence wi ·reLESS (of telegraphy 
and telephony) operated without the use 
of conducting wires xrx; wi·re-pu:ller 
(orig. U.S.) one who exerts underhand in
fluence xrx; wi•rewoRM larva of click
beetles xvm. wirY1 waig·ri. xvr. 

wis wis (pseudo-arch.) know. xvn. See 
!WIS. 
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WISDOM 

wisdom wi·zd;Jm quality of being wise; 
tknowledge, leaming. OE. wisdom = 
OFris., OS. wisdom, OHG. wfstuom (G. 
weistum legal sentence, precedent), ON. 
visd6mr; CGerm., exc. Goth.; see WISE 2, 

-DOM. TVisdom tooth (x1x), usu. pl., earlier 
teeth of U'isdom (xvn), tr. modL. dentes 
sapienti:E, tr. Arab. a4riisu 'lbikmi (t.firs 
tooth, ?zikm wisdom), after Gr. ow<f>povtorijp<s 
(Hippocrates). (j[ Short i is shmvn by 
Orm's u>issdom. 

wise1 waiz (arch.) manner, fashion. OE. 
wise (rarely wis) mode, condition, thing, 
cause, occas. song, corr. to OFris. ~vis, OS. 
zvisa (Du. wijze), OHG. wisa, wis manner, 
custom, tune(G. weise), ON. visa stanza, *vis 
in eoruvis otherwise :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*wison, *wiso, f. '*wit- WIT 2 ; for the sense
development cf. rei. Gr. efdos form, shape, 
kind, state of things, course of action. See 
-WISE. 

wise• waiz having sound judgement; 
tlearned OE. ; informed XII. OE. wis = 
OFris., OS., OHG. wis(i) (Du. uijs, G. weise), 
ON. viss, Goth. -weis :- CGerm. *wisaz :
*zvittos, f. IE. *weid- wn2 +ppl. suffix *-tos. 
The pronunc. with z is due to old inflected 
forms ; s survives in some north. dials. 

-wise waiz terminal el. (suffix) descending 
from OE. wise WISE1 as used (like cogn. 
forms in other Germ. langs.) in various 
advb. expressions meaning 'in such-and
such a manner, ·way, or respect' and con
taining an adj. or an attrib. sb. with or 
without a governing prep., e.g. OE. (on) 
o]Jre wisan in another fashion, OTHERWISE, 
on sCipv.;isan after the manner of a ship, like 
a ship. Several of these have become 
permanent, as anywise, likewise, nowise. 
Sense-contact with -WAYS, denoting direc
tion, appears in late ME., and lengthways, 
longways, sideways are contemp. in XVI 
with lengthwise, longwise, sidewise. 

wiseacre wai·zeika~ pretender to wisdom. 
XVI. -(with unexpl. assim. to acre) MDu. 
wijsseggher wai·szcga~ soothsayer, prob. 
-(with assim. to segghen say) OHG. 
wissago, alt., by assoc. with wis WISE 2 + 
saf{in _SAY1

, of Wi:)ago = OE. witega prophet, 
f. Wzt- WIT. 

wish wiJ have a desire (for). OE. wyscan = 
MLG. wunschen, MDu. wonscen, wunscen, 
OHG. wunsken (G. wunschen), ON. reskja :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *wunskjan,f. "'wunska-, 
-o (OE. wiisc, MDu. wunsc, wonsc, OHG. 
wunsc (G. wunsch), ON. 6sk wish), f. *'wun
"'wen- *wan- (see WEEN, WONT1); cf. Skr. 
viifichii ( :- *'viinskii), viifich wish. Hence sb. 
XIV. wi·shFUL1 tdesirable, tlonging XVI; 
desirous XVIII ; coloured by what one 
desires for the future XX. 

wishtonwish wi·JtanwiJ prairie dog of 
N. America. XIX. imit. of the animal's cry. 

wishy-washy wi·Jiw.,:Ji weak and insipid. 
xvm. redupl. formation on washy (xvu), 

WITCH 

with vowel alternation; so wish-wash 
washy drink or talk XVIII, and cf. swish
swash wishy-washy drink (XVI) and szvash 
pig-wash, wet refuse (xv1). 

wisp wisp handful, bunch, twisted band 
(of hay, etc.). XIV. carr. forms are only in 
WFris., but cf. synon. vars. s. v. WHISK. 

wist wist Sussex land measure of area xvn. 
- AL. wista, wysta (xu), per h. a use of OE. 
wist provision, sustenance. 

wistaria, -eria wistea·ria -ia·ri;J mauve
flowered climbing plant. XIX. - modL., 
f. name of Caspar Wistar or Wister (x76I
I8I8), American anatomist; see -IA1. 

wistful wi·stfal tclosely attentive; yearn
ingly eager, mournfully expectant. XVII. 
perh. f. tuistly intently (xv), var. of 
twhishtly silently (cf. WHIST1)+-FUL1, and 
assoc. with WISHFUL and (dial.) wishly stead
fastly (XVI). 

wistiti wi·stiti S. Amer. monkey. xvm 
(Goldsmith). -·F. ouistiti, named by 
Buffon from the animal's cry. 

wit1 wit A. tmind, understanding, sense 
OE.; B. right mind, good judgement, (pl.) 
senses XII ; C. (power of) giving pleasure by 
combining or contrasting ideas XVI. D. twise 
man XVI; v1ritty man XVII. OE. wit(t), more 
freq.gewit(t), carr. to OFris., OS. wit, OHG. 
wizzi (Du. weet, G. zdtz), ON. vit, Goth. 
uniwiti ignorance, f. *'wit- (see next). 

wit• wit know; surviving in phr. to wit that 
is to say, namely, viz., short for that is to 
wit, tr. AN. cestasavoir, lit. that is to know, 
SCILICET. OE. witan, ISt and 3rd pres. ind. 
sg. wiit, znd pres. wast, pl. zviton, pt. wisse, 
zviste, pp. gewiten = OFris. wita, wet, 
zviton, wiste, OS. zvitan, zvet, wissa, OHG. 
wi:>:>an, zvei:,, wissa, zvista (Du. weten, G. 
wissen, weiss, wusste, gezvusst), ON. vita, veit, 
vissa, vitaor, Goth. witan, wait, witum, wissa, 
f. CGerm. *wait-, *wit :- IE. "'woid- *'weid
"'wid-, whence Skr. veda (cf. VEDA), 
vettha, vidmd, Gr. ofda, ofstha, otde, idmen 
(cf. IDEA), L. videre see (cf. VISION), 0Sl. 
videti see, vedeti know, and, with nasal 
infix, Skr. vinddti finds, Oir. finnaim I find 
out. See also WIS, IWIS, WISE\ WOT, and 
prec. 

witan wi·tan (hist.) national council of 
Anglo-Saxon times. OE. witan, pl. of wita 
wise man, councillor, f. base of uitan know, 
WIT 2• So witenagemot wi·tanajamou:t 
OE., f. g. pl. of wita+gemot meeting, as
sembly (see MOOT). 

witch witJ female magician or wizard. OE. 
wicce, fern. carr. to wicca male magician, 
sorcerer, wizard (whence dial. witch), rel. to 
wicCian practise magic arts, carr. to (M)LG. 
wikken, wicken, agent-noun wikker, and 
noun of action u·ikkerie, the source of which 
is unkn. ; later senses of the vb. are those of 
BEWITCH, of which in mod. use it is mainly 
an aphetic deriv., surviving esp. in echoes 
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WITCH ELM 

of the verie witching time of night (Sh.). 
Hence wi•tchcRAFT. OE. wiccecrmft. 

witch elm, hazel see WYCH-ELM, WYCH 
HAZEL. 

with wii"i, wip tA. denoting opposition. 
OE. B. denoting accompaniment or addi
tion (esp. rep!. OE., ME. mid). C. denoting 
instrumentality, causation, agency XII. 
OE. wip = OFris. with, OS. wio, prob. 
shortening of Germ. prep. repr. by OE. 
wiper = OFris. wither, OS. withar, OHG. 
widar (Du. weder, weer, G. wieder adv. again, 
wider prep. against), ON. viar, Goth. 
wipra; f. IE. *zvi-, denoting separation or 
division + compar. suffix *-tero- (cf. Skr. 
vitardm further). 

with- wii"i, wip repr. OE. wip-, prep. WITH 
used as a prefix to vbs. (and derived sbs.) in 
the senses (r) away, back, (z) against, as in 
WITHDRAW, WITHHOLD, WITHSTAND. 

withal wii"iiH adv. (arch.) along with the rest, 
as well XII (Orm) ; with it or them XIII; 
prep. with XIII. f. WITH -j- ALL sb. ; ult. 
superseding earlier mid alle ( cf. MID) ; cf. 
therezvithal, wherewithal. 

withdraw wii"i-, wipdr5· take back or 
away XIII (AncrR.); cf. RETIRE, RETRACT; 
withdrawing-ROOM room to withdraw into 
XVI; rep!. withdrawing-chamber (XIV); see 
-ING1 and DRAWING-ROOM. WithdraW'AL 2 

XIX; rep!. withdrawment (XVII), which 
superseded withdraught (XIV), withdrmv (xv). 

withe, with• waii"i, wii"i, wir (dial.) bond, 
shackle OE. ; thalter XIII; metal band or 
hoop XVII. OE. wippe = OFris. withthe, 
MDu. wisse (Du. wis), OHG. wit, withi, 
v.>id, widi, cf. khunajwidi, chunjwidi, Goth. 
kunawida bonds, 0~. via, vioja :- CGerm. 
*wipon, *wipi; cf. WITHY; f. base *zveit
*wit-, of IE. range (cf. Av. vaeti-, Gr. itea 
(:- Feitep1) willow), ult. L. *wi- as in L. viere 
plait, WIRE. 

wither wi·i"ia.I become dried up and 
shrivelled XIV; trans. XVI. The earliest forms 
are wydder, widder, the present sp. dating 
from XVI. gen. assumed to be a use of 
WEATHER vb. ult. differentiated for certain 
senses; G. verwittern weather, disintegrate. 

withers wi·i"ia.Iz (sb. pl.) highest part of a 
horse's back. XVI. Shortening of twider
somes, -sones, f. wider-, wither- (see WITH)+ 
(perh.) var. of SINEW; the force of the first 
el. is obscure (? 'opposing the strain') but 
it is paralleled in synon. G. widerrist (rist 
WRIST instep, withers). 

withershins wi·i"ia.Ifinz A. (Sc.) the wrong 
way ; B. in a direction contrary to the 
apparent course of the sun. XVI. - MLG. 
weddersin(ne)s- MHG. widersinnes, f. wider
against = OE. wiper (see WITH) + g. of sin, 
sind, sint = OE. sip journey, course (cf. 
SEND1); in sense B (f. vars. -sones, -sonnis, by 
assoc. with SUN). 

withhold wii"ihou·ld hold or keep back. 
XII. f. WITH-+HOLD1• 

WIZENED 

within wii"ii·n adv. on the inner side OE.; 
prep. in the interior of, in the limits of XII. 
Late OE. wipinnan (f. wip WITH + innan, 
ME. inne forming with wipmftan behind, 
wipforan before, wipgeondan beyond, ·wip
hindan behind, zvipneopan beneath, wipujan, 
-uppan above, wipii.tan WITHOUT, a group 
peculiar to Eng. presumably modelled on 
formations with be- (cf. BEHIND). 

without wii"iau·t adv, outside; prep. on the 
outside of OE. ; not accompanied by, not 
having xu. Late OE. wipiitan, f. wip WITH+ 
iitan ME. ute(n) OUT; see prec. 

withstand wii"istre·nd pt., pp. withstoo·d 
stand or maintain one's position against. 
OE. wipstandan = OFris. withstonda, ON. 
viastanda; see WITH-, STAND. 

withy wi·i"ii willow. OE. wi]Jig (cf. OHG. 
wida (G. weide), ON. vioir willow), for the 
connexions of which see WITHE. tJJ In Sc. 
and north. dial. widdy (xv). 

witness wi·tnis tknowledge, wisdom; 
attestation of a fact, etc., testimony. OE. 
witnes, more freq. gewitnes (!VIE. izvitnesse), 
f. WIT1+-NESS; cf. OHG. giwi:snessi, MDu. 
wetenisse, ON. vitni, vitnis-. The passage 
from abstr. to concr. meaning is paralleled 
in F. temoin (:- L. testimonium TESTIMONY). 
Hence vb. bear w. to XIII (Cursor M.); be 
a w. of xvr. 

witney wi·tni woollen material manu
factured and made into blankets at FVitney, 
a town in Oxfordshire. xvm. 

witticism wi·tisizm witty saying or remark. 
xvrr ('A mighty Wittycism, (if you will 
pardon a new word!) but there is some dif
ference between a Laugher and a Critique', 
Dryden, 1677). f. WITTY, irreg. after 
CRITICISM. 

wittingly wi-til)li knowingly, designedly. 
xrv (witandly, R. Rolle). f. witting, prp. of 
wiT 2 +-LY 2 ; cf. (O)F. sciemment, L. 
scienter. 

wittol wi·tal (arch.) acquiescent cuckold. 
xv. Late ME. wetewold, perh. formed on 
cokewold cucKOLD by substituting wete 
WIT 2 for the first syll. 

witty wi·ti twise OE.; tciever, ingenious 
XIV; cleverly amusing XVI (Sh.). OE. 
(ge)wittig = OS. wittig, OHG. wizzig, 
ON. vitugr; cf. WIT1 +-Y1

• 

wive waiv take a wife OE. ; take as a wife. 
OE. (ge)wifzan = MLG., MDu. wiven; f. 
WIFE. wi·viNG1• OE. wifung marrying. 

wivern see WYVERN. 

wizard wi·za.Id tphilosopher, sage xv 
(Promp. Parv.); man skilled in occult arts 
xvr. Earliest forms wis( e )ard, uissard; 
f. ME. wis WISE 2 + -ARD; the pronunc. with 
i and z follows wisdom. Hence wi·zardRY. 
XVI (Golding). 

wizened wi·znd shrivelled, shrunken. XVI 
(G. Douglas), rarely evidenced before XVIII 
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wo 
(Ramsay, Bums). In early use Sc. and 
pro b. brought into gen. use by Scott; pp. 
of wizen, repr. OE. wisnian dry' up, wither, 
corr. to OHG. wesanen, ON. visna, f. Germ. 
*wis- with widespread IE. cogns., as L. 
viescere, Lith. vysti, W. gwyw, Olr.feugud. 

wo wou int. (in wo ho ho, etc.) falconer's 
call to his hawk XVI; early form of WHOA 
XVIII. 

woad woud blue dye-stuff obtained from 
the plant lsatis tinctoria. OE. wiid = OFris. 
wed, MLG., MDu. wet, weede, OHG. weit 
(Du. weede, G. waid) :- WGerm. "'waida
(whence OF. waide, gaide, It. guado), by
form of "'waisda- (whence medL. waisdo, 
AN. waisde, OF.guesde, F.guede), with a var. 
repr. by Gothic *wizdila (latinized as ouis
delem, Oribasius), Gr. isdtis (:- *fitsatis). 

wobble, wabble wo·bl move erratically 
from side to side. XVII. corr. to Upper, 
Middle, and Low G. wab(b)eln, prob. f. 
base of WAVER; see -LE3 • fJ[ 'A low bar
barous word' (J.). Hence wo·bblv1 ; cf. 
LG. wabbelig. XIX. 

wodge wod3 (sl.) lumpy protuberant 
object. xx. Expressive alt. of WEDGE. 

woe wou A. int. and adv. as excl. of dis
tress or grief (const. dative) OE.; B. sb. 
(arch.) misery, misfortune XII; C. adj. 
grieved, wretched XII. OE. wii (also wte), 
corr. to OFris., OS., MLG. we, (M)Du. wee, 
OHG. we (G. weh), ON. vei, vre, Goth. wai 
(from Germ. are F. ouais, Sp., Pg., It. 
guai); of CIE. range (Gr. oa, later oud, ouaf, 
L. vre, Lett. wai, W. gwae). fJ[ The de
velopment of the adj. was through the 
apprehension of the d. as a nom. in such 
constr. as wo is mi soule. Hence woe·FUL1 • 

XIII (Cursor M.). 
woe-begone wou·big:m toppressed with 

misfortune or grief XIV; (of looks, etc.) re
vealing a state of distress or sorrow XIX. 
Evolved from constr. such as ME. me is wo 
beg on woe has beset or surrounded me ( tbego 
beset as an affecting influence), which gives 
place to I am wo begon, and as me is wo to 
I am wo (see prec.). The second sense was 
due to archaistic revival, perh. derived from 
such contexts as that of 'So dull, so dead 
in look, so woe-begone' (Sh. '2 Hen. IV' r 
i 71). 

WONT 

wolf, OS. wulf, (O)HG. wolf (Du., G. wolf), 
ON. ulfr, Goth. wulfs :- CGerm. "'wulfaz 
:-IE. *wfqwos, repr. also by L. lupus (of 
dial. origin), Gr.Jukos, OS!. vluku, OPruss. 
wilkis, Lith. vilkas, Alb. ul'k, Arm. gail, 
Av. vahrko, Skr. vfkas. fJ[ A corr. fern. 
"'wfqwi- is repr. by OE. wylf, OHG. wulpa 
(G. wiilpe), ON. ylgr, Lith. v!lke, Russ. 
volcica. wo·lfisH1 XVI, twolvish (xv Lydg.; 
Sidney, Sh., Coleridge). 

wolfram wu·lfrrem, va·lfr"m (min.) tung
state of iron and manganese. XVIII. -G. 
wolfram, gen. assumed to be an old miner's 
term, f. wolf WOLF + rahm cream ( = OE. 
ream, etc.) or MHG. riim soot, and to be 
the source of modL. lupi spuma (Agricola 
1546), which corr., however, prop. to G. 
wolfsschaum; the vars. of the G. word, wolf
fram(m), wolfert, wolfrath, suggest assoc. 
with a proper name. fJ[ Presumably orig. 
a pejorative term ('a kind of mock tin', 
1757) with ref. to its inferiority compared 
with the tin which it accompanies ; cf. 
cobalt, nickel. 

wolverine wulv::~ri·n glutton Guloluscus. XVI. 
Also -ene, in earliest use -ing; obscurely f. 
wolv-, inflexional stem of WOLF. 

woman wu·m"n pl. women wi·min 
adult female human being ; female servant. 
OE. wifman(n) m., laterfem., f. wifwoman+ 
man(n) MAN; a formation peculiar to Eng. 
not in the oldest OE. records, the primitive 
words being wif WIFE and cwene QUEAN; 
assim. of -fm- to -mm- is evident in late OE. 
sp. (cf. LEMAN) and rounding of wim- to 
wum-, wom- in XIII. wo·maniSH1• XIV (Ch., 
Gower). wo·manKIND. XIV. wo·manLY1 , 

XIII (AncrR.). wo·manizE emasculate xv1; 
consort XIX. 

womb Wllm tbelly; uterus. OE. wamb, 
womb = OFris., MLG., MDu. wamme (Du. 
wam), OHG. wamba, wampa (G. wamme, 
dial. wampe), ON. vrmb, Goth. wamba; 
CGerm., of unkn. origin. 

wombat wo·mbret burrowing marsupial 
Phascolomys. XVIII. Native Australian 
name; womat, womback, wo(o)mback are 
recorded vars. 

wonder WA·nd::~J astonishing or marvellous 
thing OE. ; perplexed astonishment XIII. 
OE. wundor = OFris. wunder, OS. wundar, 
OHG. wuntar (Du. wonder, G. wunder), 

wold would tforest, wooded upland OE.; ON. undr; of unkn. origin. So vb. OE. 
hill, down; piece of open country, (later) wundrian = OFris. urjwunderia, OS. wun-
upland, moorland xm. OE. (Anglian) wald, dron, etc. 
(WS.) weald (see WEALD) = OFris., OS., wontl wount, (now chiefly U.S.) wAnt. 
OHG. wald (Du. woud, G. wald) forest, accustomed, used. OE. gewunod, pp. of 
ON. VQllr untilled field, plain:- CGerm. wunian dwell, continue (chiefly gewunian), 
(exc. Goth.) "'walj;us, perh. cogn. with be accustomed or used= OFris. wunia, 
WILD. fJ[ After c.rsoo it fell out of gen. use wonia, OS. wunon, wonon, OHG. wonen (Du. 
and was restricted to names of particular wonen, G. wohnen) be accustomed, remain, 
areas (e.g. Yorkshire wolds), prob. once dwell, ON. una be content in a place, enjoy, 
thickly wooded, whence it was generalized Goth. "'wunan, in prp. unwunands troubled 
in literary use after c.r6oo. :- CGerm. *wunojan, "'wuntejan, f. "'wun-

wolf wulf pl. wolves wulvz canine *wen- "'wan- (see WEAN, WEEN, WINSOME, 
animal, Canis lupus. OE. wulf = OFris. WISH). 
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WONT 

wont:! wount, (now chiefly U.S.) WAnt. 
custom, habit. XIV (rare before XVI). Of 
doubtful origin; perh. due to a conflation 
of it is my wane (OE. gewuna custom) and 
I am wont (see prec.). 

won't wount (colloq.) will not. XVII. 
contr. of wonnot, assim. of wol not (see 
WILL 2); for -nn- cf. Sc. winna will not. 

wonted wou·nted, (chiefly U.S.) wA-nted 
accustomed, customary. xv. Of doubtful 
origin; f. either WONT1 or WONT 2 -!- -ED1 
or -ED 2• 

woo wii sue in love (intr.) XI; (trans., also 
fig.) XIII. Late OE. wogian (also, trans., 
iiwogian), whence wogere woo·ER1; of unkn. 
origin. 

wood wud tA. tree. B. collection of trees 
growing together; substance of which trees 
consist. OE. wudu, later form of widu, 
wiodu = OHG. witu, ON. ~·ior :-Germ. 
*widuz, rei. to Oir. fid tree, wood, Gael. 
fiodh, W. gwydd trees. Comp. woo·d-bine 
-bind -bain(d) any of various climbing 
plants, e.g. honeysuckle, ivy, convolvulus. 
OE. wudubinde, f. base of bindan BIND; for 
loss of d cf. line, rine, for lind, rind. wood
chuck wu·dtJAk N. Amer. marmot. XVII. 
alt., by assoc. with wood, of the Algon
quian name (e.g. Cree evuehak, otehoek); 
the var. wejaek has been used. woo·d
cocK1 migratory bird Scolopax rusticula. 
OE. wuducoec (whence OF. witeeos, lzuite
eox). woo·dEN 3• XVI. woo·dpecker -pe:k;u 
bird of a genus such as Picus, which 
habitually pecks the wood of trees. XVI; cf. 
Gr. druokoldptes, -k6laps, -k6pos 'tree
striker'; woodruff wu·drAf OE. wudurofe 
(the second el. is ofunkn. origin), low-grow
ing shrub Asperula odorata. woodsy 
wu·dzi (U.S.) sylvan. XIX. f. pl. woods of 
wooD. woo·dY1 twooded XIV; ligneous 
xvr. woo·dwARD keeper of a wood. OE. 
wuduweard (survives as a surname, with 
var. Woodard). 

woof1 wiif threads crossing the web at 
right angles to the warp OE. ; woven fabric 
XVII. OE. owej, alt. of owebb (see WEB) after 
wejan WEAVE; ME. oof became woof partly 
by assoc. in the phr. warp and (w)ooj. 

woof2 wuf dog's low gruff bark XIX. So 
wough, wuff WAf, a variety of this XIX. 
imit. 

wool wul fine hair of fleece. OE. wull = 
OFris. wolle, ulle, MLG., MDu., wulle, 
wolle, OHG. walla (Du. wol, G. wolle), 
ON. ull, Goth. wulla :- GCerm. *wulli5 :
IE. *w!nd, whence Skr. iirnii, OSI. vluna, 
L. liina, beside vellus ( :- *welnos) fleece ; of 
doubtful ult. origin. 

Woolwich wu·lid3 name of a town in Kent 
used attrib. (XVIII) to designate products of 
its old dockyard and the Royal Arsenal. 

woorali see cuRARE. 
woozy wii·zi (sl.) fuddled; muzzy XIX. perh. 

alt. of oozy, f. oozE 2• 

WORM 

Wop w;:,p mid- or south-European (esp. 
Italian) immigrant in the U.S.A. XX. 
Alleged to be - It. guappo, a local greeting. 

word w::i.rd (coil. pl. and sg.) things or 
something said; report, tidings; divine 
communication; vocable. OE. word = 
OFris., OS. word (Du. woord), (O)HG. 
zvort, ON. oro, Goth. waurd ;- CGerm. 
*wordam :- *zcrdho- *zverdh-, which is held 
to be based o~ *wer-, repr. by Gr. rerio 
I shall say, L. verbum word (cf. VERB), Skr. 
vrdtam command, law, vow, OPruss. wirds 
word, Lith. vardas name. Hence wo·rd
BOOK lexicon, dictionary. XVI (Florio); cf. 
G. zvorterbueh (I6JI in Kluge), Du. 
zvoordenboek (twoord-), Ice!. oroab6k, Sw. 
ordbok, Da. ordbog. wo·rdY1. OE. wordig. 
«] For parallel IE. phonetics cf. BEARD, RED. 

work wOi.rk something done, what one does; 
manufactured article (esp. with qualifica
tion, asfire-,frame-, wax-). OE. weare, were, 
wore, zvurc = OFris., OS. everk, OHG. 
zurah, were (Du., G. werk), ON. verk :
CGerm. (exc. Goth.; cf. the vb.) *werkam :
IE. *weJ'gon, whence also Gr. (r)ergon (cf. 
ENERGY), with poss. cogns. in Av., 
Arm., Celtic, Tokh. So work vb. OE. 
wyrcan, pt. evorhte, pp. geworht (see 
WROlJGHT), repr. directly by ME. wireh(e), 
wyreh(e), but infi. at an early date by the sb. 
and the various 0~. vbs. (virkja, verkja, 
yrkja, verka), -k- prevailing in xv. For 
parallel forms cf. OFris. werkia, OS. wirkia_n, 
OHG. wire/zen (G. zvirken), ON. verkja, 
virkja feel pain (cf. Goth. waurkjan), and 
for IE. cogns. see ENERGY, ERG, LITURGY, 
ORGAN, ORGY, THElJRGY, ZYMURGY. comp. 
wo·rkaday ME. werkedai (trisyll.) xr, of un
certain origin, perh. after sunnedei SuNDAY, 
the later workyday being after holiday, with 
workaday quite late. wo·rkDAY xv. wo·rk
HOUSE tworkshop OE.; poor-law insti~u
tion XVII. wo·rkMAN OE. weorcman(n), with 
corr. forms in Du., OHG., ON. 4JJ In dial. 
wark, wareh there are survivals of the OE. 
wrere sb., wrerean vb., a parallel formation 
on Germ. *wark-. 

world wi'i.rld human existence or a period 
of it· the earth, the universe; the human 
race,' human society. OE. weorold, worold, 
world = OFris. wrald, warld, OS. werold 
(Du. wereld), OHC. weralt (MHG. werlt, 
G. welt), ON. verrld; a formation peculiar 
to Germ. (not in Goth.) f. *weraz man 
(OE., OS., OHG. wer, cogn. with L. vir and 
forms in Olr., Lith., and Skr.)+ *ala- age 
(cf. OLD), the etymol. meaning being, 
therefore, 'age' or 'life of man'. Hence 
wo·rldLING1 (XVI; cf. G. weltling). wo·rld
LY1. OE. woruldlic. 

worm w:'i.rm (arch.) serpent, dragon; trep
tile ; creeping limbless member of the genus 
Lumbricus ; endoparasitic helminth ; larva 
of insect, maggot OE. ; earthworm XIII ; 
vermiform ligament; spiral tool, etc. XVI. 
OE. wyrm, later wurm, corr. to OFris. 
wirm, OS., (O)HG. wurm (Du. worm), 
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WORMWOOD 

ON. ormr serpent, Goth. waurms :-Germ. 
•wurmiz and •wurmaz, rel. to L. vermis 
worm, Gr. rh6mos, rh6mox woodworm, 
Lith. vaimas insect, midge. Hence vb. hunt 
worms; get rid of, make one's way, etc. by 
subtle means XVI; wo·rm-eaten XIV (Tre
visa). wo•rm-HOLE. XVI (Sh.). t;l! For the 
vocalism cf. worse, and wort. 

wormwood wil·~mwud plant Artemisia 
Absinthium, proverbial for its bitter taste. 
xv. alt., by assim. of the second syll. to 
woon, of late ME. wormod, OE. wormod, 
corr. to MLG. wormode, OHG. wormuota, 
alt. by assim. to woRM of OE. wermod = 
OS. wer(i)moda, OH G. wer(i)muota (G. twer
muth; cf. VERMOUTH); of unkn. origin; 
the assim. is due to the use of Artemisia as 
a remedy for w01ms in the body. 

worrit wA·rit worry. XIX (Lamb). dial. 
var. of WORRY; cf. werret, wherret XVIII. 

worry WA"ri tstrangle OE.; tchoke XIII; 
seize by the throat with the teeth XIV ; 
harass, assail XVI; affiict mentally; intr. for 
refl. XIX. OE. wyrgan = OFris. wergia kill, 
MLG., MDu. worgen, OHG. wurgan (Du. 
wurgen, G. wiirgen) :- WGerm. •wurgjan; 
ME. werry, wirry, surviving dial., are normal 
developments of the OE. form, which con
tains a var. of IE. •wergh- as seen in MHG. 
erwergen throttle. 

worse wil~s compar. of bad, evil, ill. OE. 
adj. wiersa, wyrsa = OFris. werra, wirra, 
OS. wirsa, OHG. wirsiro, ON. verri, 
( :- •wersi), Goth. wairsiza :- CGerm. 
•wersizon, f. *wers-, found also in OS., 
OHG. werran (G. verlwirren entangle, con
found; cf. WAR); see -ER3 • So adv. OE. 
wiers = OS., OHG. wirs, ON. verr, Goth. 
wairs. Also WORST. Hence wo·rSEN5 

w;}· .Jsn make worse XIII ; become worse 
XVIII. Erratic in currency till XVIII, when 
it was taken up by such writers as Words
worth, De Quincey, and Southey as less 
formal than deteriorate, etc. wo·rsER3, xv; 
double compar. like lesser, in XVII-XVIII in 
full use as an alternative to worse, and 
surviving later in some phrs. like worser 
part, and in dial. and vulgar use. t;1! ON. 
verri was adopted as ME. werre, which was 
succeeded by warre, war, this giving waur 
in Sc. (xviii), a form familiarized by Bums 
and Scott, and generalized in Sc. use. 

worship wil·~Jip (arch.) good name, credit, 
dignity, importance; respect shown OE. ; 
veneration of a power held divine XIII. OE. 
weor]Jscipe, wurjJ-, wyrp-, f. weorp WORTH 2 

+-scipe -SHIP. Hence vb. XII. ME. worp
shipie. wo·rshipFUL1• XIII; as an honorific 
title XIV. t;l! Formations peculiarly Eng. 

worst wil~st adj. and adv. ; super!. of bad, 
evil, ill. OE. wierresta, wyrresta = OFris. 
wersta, OS. wirsista, OHG. -isto, ON. verstr; 
see -EST. Hence vb. timpair, damage; over
come, defeat. XVII. 

worsted wu·stid (woollen fabric made of) 
closely twisted yam. XIII (wrstede). f. name 

WOUND 

of a parish in Norfolk, OE. Wur]Jestede, later 
Worthstede, now Worstead; in AL. pannus, 
in AN. drap, de Wurthstede. 

wort1 wil~t herb, vegetable OE. ; cabbage 
(surviving in COLEWORT) XIV. OE. wyrt 
root, plant = OS. wurt, (O)HG. wurz, ON. 
urt, Goth. waurts; cf. ROOTl. 

wort• wil~t infusion of grain for the making 
of beer. OE. wyrt = OS. wurtja spicery, 
(M)HG. wii.rze. 

worth1 wil~p· money value (e.g. penny
worth) OE.; rdative value in character 
XIV; (high) personal merit XVI. OE. worjJ, 
weorp, wurjJ = OFris. werth, OS. wero, 
OHG. werd (G. wert), ON. vera, Goth. 
wair ]1; sb. use of next. Hence wo·rthLESS. 
XVI (Sh.). 

worth 2 wil~p of the value of a specified 
amount OE. ; having a value of (so much) 
XII; possessed of xv. OE. worjJ, weorp, 
wurjJ = OFris. werth, OS. wertJ, MDu. 
waert, wert, OHG. werd (Du. waard, G. 
wert), ON. veror, Goth. wair]Js; CGerm. 
adj. of doubtful etym. 

worth 3 wil~p (arch.) come to be, become. 
OE. weorjJan, wurjJan, pt. wearp, wurdon, 
pp. gewordan = OFris. wertha, OS. wertJan, 
OHG. werdan (Du. worden, G. werden), 
ON. vertJa, Goth. wair]Jan :- CGerm. 
•wer]Jan, f. IE. *wert, whence L. vertere, 
earlier vortere tum (with many comps.), 
OS!. vriteti tum, Skr. vdrtate turns, passes 
on, takes place. Cf. VERSE, VERTEBRA, VER
TIGO, -WARD. 

worth• waip (hist.) enclosed place. XVI. 
Used mainly as extracted from place-names 
containing it as final el., e.g. Kenilworth. 
OE. w01jJ = OS. wurtJ soil, MLG. wurt, 
wort homestead; of unkn. origin (but see 
A. H. Smith, Eng. Place-Name Elements). 

worthy w5·~i'li (arch.) having worth or 
value; of sufficient worth XIII; sb. XIV. ME. 
wurpi, worpi, f. WORTH1 +-Y1 ; superseding 
OE. wurpe, weorjJe, wierpe and weorp 
WORTH2• 

-worthy wa·~i'li the adj. WORTHY used from 
XIII (e.g. in deathworthy) as a second el. of 
comps., rep!. -wurthe, repr. OE. -wyrpe, 
-wierpe, f. weorp WORTH2• Only a few are 
now in regular use, as blame- (Trevisa), 
note-, praise- (xvi), seaworthy XIX ,(so air
worthy). 

wot wat (arch.) know. XIII. Arising from 
the carrying over of the perfect-present 
stem 1st and 3rd sg. wot (OE. wat) into 
other parts of WIT 2 ; the substitution 
appears first in the znd pers. sg. (wat, wot 
for wast, wost) and the pl. (for witen) of the 
present tense ; it was established throughout 
by XVI. 

would, would(e)st see WILL•. 

wound wiind bodily hurt, external injury; 
also fig. OE. wund = OFri s. wunde, 
wund, OS. wunda, OHG. wunta (Du. wond, 
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WOURALI 

G. wunde), ON. und: CGerm. (exc. Goth., 
which has adj. wunds = OHG., G., OE. 
wund), abstr. formation in *-tO; the base is 
of uncertain origin. So vb. OE. wundian = 
OFris. wundia, etc. t]J The normally de
veloped pronunc. waund, recorded in some 
diets. of xvm, survived dial., in the adj. 
wou·ndy1 and adv. wou·ndiLY2 , and the 
ints. wounds (for Christ's wounds, etc.) and 
zouNDS. comp. wou·ndwoRT1 pop. name 
of various plants reputed to heal wounds. 
XVI (Turner, Gerarde, tr. Du. wondkruid). 

wourali see cuRARE. 

wove wouv var. of woven, pp. of WEAVE 
XVIII ; from early XIX in techn. use of paper. 

wow wau excl. of aversion, surprise, or 
admiration. XVI (Douglas). In earliest and 
main use Sc. Hence sb. (U.S. sl.) something 
sensational. xx. 

wow-wow wau·wau silver gibbon of Java. 
XIX. - ::vialay wauwau, Javanese wazva 
(whence Du. wouwouw, wazvwazv); imit. 
of its cry. 

wr- r cons.-combination occurring initially 
in many words implying twisting or dis
tortion, the earlier of which often have 
cogns. in other Germ. langs. Difficulty in 
pronouncing the combination is shown by 
01\hb. sps. with wur-, as by later wer- (xiv
xv). Loss of the w is shown by reduction to 
r in writing and by the converse use of wr
for r-, which appeared in xv and became 
frequent in xvr. Retention of w has re
mained locallv where in standard Eng. it 
has been lost.· 

wrack1 nek (arch.) retributive punishment, 
vengeance OE.; damage xv. OE. zvrrec, f. 
var. of base of zvrecan WREAK. 

wrack 2 rrek (dial.) wreck, wreckage XIV ; 
marine vegetation xvr. - MDu. wrak, corr. 
to OE. zvrrec WRACK1• Cf. VAREC(H). 

Wraf rref Women's Royal Air Force. 

wraith rei):> phantom, ghost. xvr (G. 
Douglas). Sc., of unkn. origin; familiarized 
through Scott's use. 

wrangle rre·l)gl dispute angrily or noisily. 
XIV (PPI.; not common before XVI). prob. 
of LDu. origin; cf. LG., G. dial. wrangeln. 
Cf. WRING. See -LE 3• Hence wra·nglER1 

disputant XVI, spec. one placed in the first 
class in the mathematical tripos at Cam
bridge university XVIII. 

wrap nep cover or enfold in clothing or the 
like XIV (R. Mannyng) ; in various transf. 
and fig. uses from late XIV. Of unkn. origin; 
similar in form and sense are NFris. zvrappe 
stop up, Da. dial. vrappe stuff; and cf. ME. 
bev.:rappe, beside wlappe (XIV), LAP3• 

wrasse nes fish of various species of 
Labrus or Labridre. XVII (Willughby). 
- Com. wrach, var. of gwrach = W. gwrach 
wrasse, old woman ( cf. old wife as a name for 
the wrasse). 

WRETCHED 

wrath rii)J, U.S. rii)> anger (esp. intense or 
violent). OE. wrfepjm (whence ME. wrajJjJe, 
wrejJjJe; wrath from xrv), f. wrap WROTH+ 
-*i/Jo -TH1. 

wreak rik tdrive away, expel, give vent to 
(anger, etc.); avenge, revenge OE.; take 
(vengeance) on xv. OE. wrecan, pt. wr:rec, 
wrfecon, pp. wrecen = OFris. wreka, OS. 
wrekan, OHG. rehhan (Du. wreken, G. 
riichen), ON. reka, Goth. wrikan persecute:
*CGenn. *wrekan, f. *wrek- ( cf. *wrak
s.v. WRETCH):- IE. *wreg-, prob. cogn. with 
L. urgere subject to pressure, drive, URGE, 
Gr. eirgein shut up. 

wreath rip pl. wreaths rii5z A. twisted 
band or coil OE. ; bank or drift of snow 
XVIII; B. chaplet or garland of flowers, 
leaves, etc. xvr. OE. wrijJa, f. reduced var. 
of the base of WRITHE. So wreathe rii5 
twist, coil. xvr. perh. back-formation f. 
wreathen (XIV) arranged in coils or curves, 
ME. zvrethen, var. of writhen, OE. wrijJen, 
pp. of u•ripan WRITHE. 

wreck rek what is cast ashore by the sea; 
ruined or disabled ship xm ; disabling of 
a vessel xv. -AN. wrec- ON. *wrek, f. 
*wrekan drive (see WREAK, WRACK2) ; hence 
wreck vb. make a wreck of. xv (but cf. 
AL. wreciire xn). wre·ckAGE wrecking; 
remains of a wrecked vessel. XIX. 

wren ren small dentirostral passerine bird 
of the genus Troglodites. OE. wrenna, with 
var. wr<enna (surviving in dial. wran), 
obscurely cogn. with synon. OHG. wrendo, 
wrendilo, lee!. rindill. 

Wren ren woman of the TVomen's Royal 
Naval Service (Wrens). xx. 

wrench ren1f turn, twist (intr. OE.; trans. 
xm). Late OE. wrencan = OHG. renchen 
(G. renken), of unkn. origin. 

wrest rest turn, twist OE. ; pull or pluck 
away xm ; strain the meaning of, deflect the 
course ofxvr. OE. wrrestan = ON. *wreista 
(0::-;-orw., Ice!. reista, MDa. vreste, Da. 
vriste) :- *wraistjan; cf. WRIST. 

wrestle re·sl strive to overcome another by 
grappling with his body. OE. *wriEstlian 
(implied in late OE. wrrestlung 'palestram'), 
corr. to LDu. repr. by NFris. wrassele, 
l\1LG. worstelen, wrostelen, (M)Du. zvor
stelen, OE. wraxlian, OFris. wriixlia, perh. 
f. *wrasc-, dial. wrasle. 

wretch retJ texile (of doubtful survival 
after OE.); miserable being; despicable 
person OE. ; tniggard, miser XIV (RMan
nyng). OE. wreeca = OS. wrekkio (applied 
to the Magi), OHG. (w)recch(e)o exile, ad
venturer, knight errant (MHG., G. recke 
warrior, hero, dial. giant) :- WGerm. 
*wrakjo, f. *wrak- (see WREAK), whence 
popL. waracio(n-), the source of F. 
GARyON). 

wretched re·tJid marked by distress or 
misery xu; contemptible XIII. f. WRETCH+ 
-ED 2 ; for the unusual formation cf. WICKED. 

[1014] 



WRIGGLE 

wriggle ri·gl twist the bodv about ·with 
short sinuous movements. xv. - (M)LG. 
( = Du.) wriggelen, frequent. of wriggen 
(Du. wriggen); see -LE", and cf. WIGGLE. 

wright rait artificer, handicraftsman (esp. 
one who works in wood), surviving mainly 
in cartwright, playwright, shipwright, zvain
fvright, wheelwright, of which the first and 
fourth, together with the simplex, are com
mon surnames. OE. wryhta metathetic var. 
of wyrhta = OFris. wrichta, OS. wurhtio, 
OHG. wul'l1to :- WGerm. *wurhtjo, f. 
*wurk- WORK. 

wring ril) pt., pp. wrung rAI) squeeze, 
twist, wrench, wrest (lit. and fig.). OE. 
wringan, pt. wrang,.wrungon, pp. v:rungen = 
OS. -wringan (MLG., Du. wringen); 
V\-'Germ. str. vb. f. base wreyg-, rei. to 
*wrayg- WRONG. Cf. WRANGLE. 

wrinkle ri·l)kl twinding; fold xv. OE. 
ge1vrinclod winding (of a ditch), ppl. forma
tion with no recorded infin. The earliest 
members of the group are zvrinkling, ·wrink
lingly (XIV, Trevisa), and zvrinkled (xv, 
Lydg.). Sowri·nklevb. undergo contraction 
into small folds. xvr. prob. orig. of local 
status and consequently rarely evidenced 
in early use. 

wrist rist joint uniting the hand to the fore
arm OE.; (dial.) ankle, instep xvr. OE. 
wrist, corr. to OFris. wrist, wirst, (M)LG. 
wrist, (M)HG. rist wrist, instep, withers, 
ON. rist instep :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*wristiz, prob. f. *wrio-, f. wk. grade of the 
Stem of WRITHE. Comp. wri·StBAND2 part 
of a sleeve that covers the wrist. XVI. wrist
LET. XIX. 

writ rit writing, spec. legal document. 
OE. writ= OHG. rig stroke, written 
character (G. riss, as in umriss outline), ON. 
rit writing, writ, letter, Goth. writs pen
stroke, f. *writ- *writ- WRITE. 

write rait pt. wrote rout, pp. written 
ri-tn form or delineate with an implement; 
inscribe (letters). OE. writan, pt. wriit, 
zvriton, pp. (ge)writen, engrave, draw, depict, 
write= OFris. wrtta score, write, OS. wrftan 
cut, write, OHG. rigan tear, draw (G. reissen 
tsketch, tear, pull, drag), ON. rita score, write 
(Norw. rita, dial. vrita) :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic; cf. WRIT) *writan, of unkn. origin. 
C][ The sense-development is due to the 
earliest forms of inscribed symbols being 
made on stone and wood with sharp tools. 

writhe rai1S twist, e.g. the body (trans. and 
intr.). OE. zvripan, pt. wrap, wripon, pp. 
gewripen = OHG. ridan, ON. rii'Ja (OSw. 
vripa), rei. to WREATH. 

wrong rol) (perh.) tcrooked, twisted OE. 

WYVERN 

(on wrangan hylle XIII copy of 944 docu
ment) ; deviating from equity or the right 
XIII; incorrect, erroneous XIV. Late OE. 
wrang, wrong- ON. *wrangr, rangr awry, 
unjust (MSw. vranger, Sw. vrdng, MDa., Da. 
vrang) = MLG. wrangh sour, tart, 1\IIDu. 
wrangh bitter, hostile, Du. zvrang acid, rei. 
to WRING. Hence adv. XIII, sb. that which 
is wrong, unjust, or immoral XI (Wulfstan); 
vb. XIV. wro·ngFUL1 , XIV, wro·ngLY 2• XIV 
(all R. Mannyng). 

wroth roup, ro}:> (arch.) angered, wrathful. 
OE. zvriijJ = OFris. wreth, OS. zvreiJ (Du. 
wreed cruel), OHG. reid, 0~. reior, f. 
Germ. *wraip- *wrip- WRITHE. Rare 
c.rs3o-r8so exc. in or after biblical use, 
and said by J. to be 'out of use', its revival 
being begun by early-xrx poets. 

wrought r5t fashioned or formed, esp. by 
labour or art xrv ; manufactured ; decorated, 
elaborated XV; (of metals) shaped by 
hammering, etc. xvr. ME. zvro;t, meta
thetic var. of wor;t, worht, pp. of WORK. 

wry rai twisted, distorted (lit. and fig.) xvr. 
f. (dial.) wry vb., OE. wrigian strive, go 
forward, tend, in ME. deviate, swerve, 
contort = OFris. wrigia bend, stoop; cf. 
AWRY, \VHIGGLE. comp. wry·NECK bird of 
the genus lynx, distinguished by a habit of 
writhing head and neck xvr. 

Wyandot(te) wai·;mdot breed of domestic 
fowl. xrx. f. name of an Iroquoian tribe of 
N. Amer. Indians. 

wych-elm, witch-elm wi·tJelm witch 
hazel, Ulmus montana. XVII (weech elm, 
Bacon). Earlier witchen elm (xvr); f. wych, 
witch, OE. wice, wic, prob. f. Germ. *wik
bend (see WEAK)+ELM. 

wych hazel, witch hazel applied to various 
trees with pliant branches xvr. See prec., 
HAZEL. 

Wyclif(f)ian wikli·fi;Jn follower of John 
Wyclif.fe or Wyclif, Wiclif(fe), English theo
logian and reformer (c. 13:40-84). xvr. 
Also Wy·clif(f)rsT xv (Pecock, Capgrave), 
Wy·clif(f)rTE (xvr). - medL. 

Wykehamical wikre·mibl pert. to Winches
ter College, or pupils or the staff of this. xvm. 
f. modL. J;Viccamicus, f. name of William of 
Wykeham bishop of Winchester and founder 
of the college (1382); see -!CAL. 

wyn(n) win runic character p. OE. 'joy', 
corr. to OS. wunnia, OHG. zcunnja, u•unnia, 
zvunna (G. wonne); WGerm. (cf. WINSOME, 
WISH). 

wyvern, twivern wai·v;Jm (her.) winged 
two-footed dragon. xvrr. alt. of twyver (xm) 
-OF. wivre, (also mod.) guivre :- L. vipera 
VIPER; for excrescent n cf. BITTERN. 
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X 
X eks (math.) as the symbol of an unknown 

quantity XV!!; (transf.) undetermined num
ber or quantity xrx. Derived ult. from 
Arab. shei a thing, something, written by 
Sp. convention xei, translated by It. cosa, 
of which the abbreviation co was read as x; 
prob. taken directly from the Geometrie 
(r637) of Descartes, who used z, y, x for 
three unknowns. 

xanth(o)- zre·n)J(ou), comb. form of Gr. 
xanth6s yellow, used in many techn. terms. 
XIX. 

xebec zi·bek small three-masted vessel of 
the Mediterranean. XVIII. alt., after Sp. 
txabeque, now jabeque, of chebec- F. chebec 
-It. sciabecco- Arab. shabbiik. 

xeno- ze·nou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
xenos guest, stranger, foreign, strange ( cf. 
GUEST), used in techn. terms. XIX. xeno
PHO·BIAmorbid dislike or dread of foreigners. 

xenon ze·mm (chem.) heavy inert gaseous 
element present in the atmosphere (X, Xe). 
I898 (Sir Wm. Ramsay). -Gr. n. of xenos 
(see prec.). 

Xeres sack, wine XVII ; see SHERRY. 

xero- zi;J-rou, zi;Jro· comb. form of Gr. 
xeros dry, used in techn. terms XIX. An 
early ex. is xeroPHAGY zi;Jro•f;Jd3i eating 
of dry food (as a form of fasting) XVII. 
- Gr. xerophagia. 

xiphias zi·fi~s swordfish, esp. X. gladius, 
having the upper jaw prolonged into a 
sword-like weapon. XVI (Zijjius, Spenser). 
- L. -Gr. xiphias, f. xiphos sword. 

xiphoid zi-foid sword-shaped, ensiform. 
xvrrr. - modL. xiphoides- Gr. xiphoeidis, 
f. xiphos sword ; see -om. 

X-rays eksrei·z form of radiation dis
covered by W. C. Rontgen of Wiirz
burg in 1895, also called Rontgen rays. 
-G. x-strahlen. 

xylo- zai·lou, zailo· comb, form of Gr. 
xulon wood, used in techn. terms XIX. 
xy·lonrTE celluloid. XIX; earlier form xy
loinite, irreg. f. xyloidin afterwards assim. to 
Gr. xulon. xy·loPHONE musical instrument 
consisting of fiat wooden bars xrx. 

xystus, pl. -i zi·st;~s, -ai portico, colonnade. 
XVII (Evelyn). - L. - Gr. xustos, xust6n. 

y 
Y:- prefL'{ repr. OE. ge- = OFris. gi-, ge-, 

te-, e-, OS. gi-, ge-, i··, MLG., :\1Du. 
ge-, ghe- (LG., Du. ge-), OHG. ga-, ka-, 
gi-, ki- (G. ge-, dial.je-), Goth. ga- :-Germ. 
*ga-; in Scand. the prefix had disappeared 
as a living element in prehistoric times but 
relics survive in ON. glikr LIKE', gn6gr 
ENOUGH. The parallelism of form and 
meaning sho~n by such words as L. com
miinis and Goth. gamaim, OE. germ£ne co!VI:
M0:-1, L. convenire CONVENE and Goth. 
gaqiman assemble, has suggested the possi
bility of the identity of Germ. *ga- and 
L. co:-.1-. This prefix is disguised in form 
or its force is obliterated in AFFORD, ALIKE, 
AMONG, AWARE, EACH, EITHER, NEITHER, 
ENOUGH, EVERYvVHERE, HANDICRAFT, HANDI
WORK. From mid-xvi archaizing poets 
created new formations, e.g. ychain' d, 
ydrop, yglaunst, yshrilled, occas. with prp., 
as ycausing (Sackville), star-y;~ointing (Mil
ton). The orig. physical meaning 'with', 
'together', yielded the notion of associations, 
and hence of appropriateness, suitability, 
and collectivity, the final stage being the 
notion of completeness and perfectivity, a 
special application being the use of the 

prefix in pps., regular in OE. and continuing 
in southern ME. till xv, and repr. by a- in 
mod. dial. use. The OE. form ge- was suc
ceeded in ME. by Je-, ie-, i-, y-, the last of 
which is regular in Spenser and his imita
tors, as in YCLAD clothed, YCLEPT called, 
yfet fetched, ywrit written. 

-y1 i suffix of adjs. denoting 'having the 
character of . .', 'inclined to . .', 'full or con
sisting of . .'; OE. -ig, earlier -eg, -lEg, in 
early ME. -i, later -ie, -ye, finally -y, with 
variant -ey in certain positions, as bluey, 
gluey, nosey (beside nosy). Some adjs. of 
OE. date have long ceased to show their 
etymol. relations, as empty, dizzy, giddy, 
merry, as distinguished from others such as 
bloody, mighty, speedy. The sp. of fiery 
(f. fire) is notable. For the addition of -y to 
produce a more adjectival appearance see 
chilly, haughty, murky, slippery, wary, and 
compare hugy, tpaly. An exceptional 
etym. is handy. To be noted is the () in 
swarthy and z<orthy; the coexistence of 
leafy and Ieavy, the double cons. in baggy, 
catty, chummy, leggy, soppy, etc.; the ck 
in panicky and the like. In the foil. the 
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origin is different, but the suffix is assoc. 
with this: faulty, hardy, jolly, risky, sturdy, 
tardy. Recent derivs. (since c.r8oo) have 
been very numerous, and have tended to be 
joe., undignified, or trivial, as balmy, batty, 
boosy, bossy, cushy, doggy, dotty, hammy, 
hors(e)y, mousy, oniony, sexy, shirty, squiffy. 
The suffix is added less frequently to verbs 
with the meaning 'inclined to, liable to', as 
in choky, drowsy, slippy, sticky (xvr), later 
blowy, clingy, quavery, rollicky, runny (e.g. 
of eggs). 

-y• i suffix orig. of weak vbs. of the second 
class, of OE. inf. -ian, (with pt. in -ode, 
pp. in -od) = OFris. -ia, OS. -oian, -on, 
OHG. -on (Du., G. -en), Goth. -on :-Germ. 
•-ojan. By XIII it was restricted to southern 
and western areas and remains in mod. dial. 
(Somerset, Devon, and Dorset) in intr. 
inf. use. 

-y8 i suffix repr. ultimately, partly through 
(O)F. -ie, CRom. -ia, L. -fa -IA1 • It is the 
vocalic el. of -cY, -RY, and the final el. of 
many disyll. suffixes, viz. -ACY, -ANCY, 
-CRACY, -ENCY, -ERY, -GRAPEY, -LATRY, 
-LOGY, -MANCY, -PATHY, -PHILY, -TOMY. 
It is exemplified in names of countries such 
as Brittany, Italy; contrast Arabia (t Araby), 
Britannia, Syria (tSyrie). 

-y~ i repr., partly through AN. -ie, L. -ium 
as appended to verbal bases, as in augury, 
colloquy, perjury, obloquy, remedy, subsidy; 
not a productive el. in Eng., but perh. 
supplying the analogy for expiry and in
quiry, and a basis for entreaty, f. entreat vb. 
after treat, treaty. The y of effigy, mercy, 
navy, pigmy, is different. 

-y5 i suffix repr. AN., OF. -e, -ee (mod.F. 
-e, -ee) :- L. -atu-, -ata (see -ATE\ -ATE2 ; 

YAOURT 

Isolated formations are comfy (for comfor
table), conchy (for conscientious objector), 
gutty (for guttapercha), hanky (formerly 
handky, for handkerchief), navvy (for navi
gator). (For applications of the pl. see -IEs.) 
Cf. -SY. 

yabber jre·b;~J language of Australian 
aborigines. XIX. Native yabba. 

yacht jOJt light fast-sailing ship. xvr. - early 
modDu. jaght(e), now jacht, short for 
jaghtschip (ship for chasing), f. jaght hunt
ing, chase, f. jagen hunt, chase (see -T 2

) ; 

from Du. are also G.jacht, Sw. jakt, Da.jagt, 
F. jacht jak, Sp. yacte, yate, yac, Pg. hiate, 
Russ.jakhta. Owing mainly to the presence 
in the Du. word of the sound x the Eng. sp. 
has been various and erratic; the present 
pronunc. is shown by yott in xvu; a former 
pronunc. jOJtJ or jmtJ is shown by the sp. 
yatch (xvn-xrx). Hence yachtiNG1 jn·tiu, 
ya·chtSMAN, superseding yachtman. xrx. 

yaffi.ngale jre·fi!]geil (dial.) green wood
pecker. XVII. imit. of the bird's laughing cry. 
Also yaffi.l, yafHe jre·fl XVIII, ya·fHER1 XIX. 

yager jei·g;~J anglicized sp. of JAGER. XIX 
(Byron, Campbell). 

yah1 ja excl. of disgust or defiance. XIX. 
yah2 ja repeated yah! yah! denoting per

perverted pronunc. of hear! hear! used as 
a form of applause. XIX. 

yahoo jahu· name invented by Swift 
(Gulliver's Travels, 1726) for a brute in 
human form. Cf. HOUYHNHNM. 

Yahvist see JAHVIST. 
yak jrek bovine animal Poephagus grunniens. 

xrx. -Tibetan yyag. 
yale lock jeillnk form of lock invented by 

Linus Yale (r8zr-68), a locksmith of New 
England. XIX. in sbs. ~ -ATE1 as in (r) county, duchy, 

pasty, patty, treaty, (z) army, delivery, 
entry, livery; in adjs. ~ -ATE 2 , as in easy, yam jrem (tuberous root of) species of 
privy, puny, tawny; there are few gen. adjs. Dioscorea. XVII (earlier in Eng. writings 
of this class, but the number of heraldic in Yarious alien forms, e.g. inany, nname, 
descriptive terms is considerable, as bendy, igname) - Pg. inhame or Sp. tigiiame (mod. 
gyronny, lozengy, sarcelly, the earliest of i"iame), whence F. igname; ult. source unkn. 
which have the forms -e, -ee, -i; wavy as yamen, -un ja·m;~n office of a Chinese 
a syn. of undy is isolated as a fonnation on mandarin. XIX. Chinese, f. ya general's 
a native word. tent or pavilion, official residence + rmm 

-y6 i also -ie, (in some special cases) -ey, as gate. 
Charley (beside Charlie), jockey, sawney, yank jrel)k (dial., U.S.) pull suddenly and 
slavey; originating in hypocoristic Sc. vigorously; also sb. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 
formations, several of which have been the Yank jreiJk short for YANKEE. xvm. 
basis of surnames, as Christie, Christison, 
Jamieson, Mathieson, Robison, and forming Yankee jre·IJki native of New England, 
pet names and familiar diminutives, as well (hence of the U.S.A.). XVIII. None of the 
as transf. uses such as applications to imple- proposed etyms. is convincing; most 
ments; for miscellaneous exx. see babby, plausibly on forn<al grounds, spec. applica-
Betty, bobby, cuddy2 , daddy, dandy\ dicky\ tion of Yankee, Yank(e)y (xvn-xvm) as a 
jemmy, jockey, joey•, johnny, kiddy, namby- surname or nickname, and may be based on 
pamby, nanny, paddy2 , Sally Lunn, teddy, Du. Jan John and intended as a dim. form 
Tommy. Addition to a curtailed form of a ( = Jantje). tJl Yanky was formerly the 
disyllable or polysyllable is exemplified by name of a craft of Du. build. 
baccy, cabby, hubby, middy, nighty, toady, yaourt ja·u~t semi-solid curd-like food 
tummy, tweeny; exx. of propel.' names are prepared from milk. XIX. -Turk. yoghurt 
Bozzy (f. Boswell), Dizzy (f. Disraeli). (with quiescent gh). 
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yap bark sharply. XVII. imit. Cf. YAWP. 

yapock ja:·pvk S. Amer. water opossum. 
XIX. f. name of a river between French 
Guiana and Brazil. 

yapp book-binding with projecting limp 
leather cover. XIX. Name of a London 
bookseller to whose order the binding was 
first made. 

yarak ja:·nek in y. (of a hawk) in condition 
for hunting. XIX. perh. - Pers. yi'iraki 
strength. 

yarborough ja·Jb<Jr<J hand containing no 
card above a nine. XIX. Said to be named 
after an earl of Yarborough who bet IOOO to 
I against its occurrence. 

yard1 yaJd enclosed space attached to a 
building OE. ; enclosure in which animals 
are kept or some work is done XIII (Cursor 
M., Havelok). OE. geard fence, enclosure, 
courtyard, dwelling, region (as in middan/
geard, ME. middenerd the earth, ort/geard 
ORCHARD). Corr., with variation of declen
sion, to OFris. garda, OS. gm·do, OHG. 
gart, garto (Du. gaard, G. garten garden), 
0!\. garor GARTH, Goth. gards house, 
garda enclosure, stall :- CGerm. ";;ardaz 
"gardon, rei. to OS!. gradu city, garden, 
Russ. g6rod town (cf. the place-names 
Petrograd, Belgrade, Novgorod), Lith. gardas 
enclosure. Cf. GARDEN. 

yard 2 jii.Td trod, staff; (naut.) spar to which 
a square sail is bent; tmeasuring-rod; 
trood (of land) OE.; measure of 3 feet XIV. 
OE. gerd, (WS.) *gierd, gird, gyrd = OFris. 
jerde, OS. gerdia switch, segal/gerd sail-yard 
(Du. gard twig, rod), OHG. gart(e)a, gerta 
(G. gerte) :- 'VGerm. *gazdfo, f. Germ. 
*gazdaz GAD1• 

yare j£<JJ ready OE.; (of a ship) easily 
manageable XIV (Gower). OE. gearu = OS. 
garu, -o (Du. gaar done, dressed, clever), 
OHG. garo (G. gar ready, prepared, adv. 
quite), ON. gr;m·, gprv- ready-made, 
prompt, skilled :-Germ. *garwu- (cf. 
GAR). 

yarn ja.:cn spun fibre of cotton, silk, etc. 
OE. gearn = MDu. gaern (Du. garen), 
OHG., G., ON. garn, prob. f. base repr. 
also by *garno in ON. gprn, pl. ganzar guts, 
and *garnfo- in OE. micgern, OS. mid
garni, OHG. mittigarni entrail fat, suet, 
and rei. outside Germ. to Lith. zdrna 
intestine, L. haru/spex one who divines 
from inspection of entrails, Gr. khord~ 
intestine, guts, tripe, string of gut, of a 
lyre, CHORD2, Skr. hiri'i vein. The sense 
'story, tale' is from naut. sl. phr. spin a yarn. 

yarrow ja:·rou plant Achillea Miliefolium. 
OE. gearwe, corr. to MDu. garwe, gherwe 
(Du. gerwe), OHG. gar(a)wa (G. schaf/
garbe); WGerm., of unkn. origin. 

yashmak ja:·Jma:k Moslem woman's veil. 
XIX. - Arab. yashmaq. 

YEA 

yataghan ja:·t<Jg<Jn sword of Moslem 
countries. XIX. - Turk. yi'itiighan, adopted 
in many Eur. langs. Cf. ataghan (Byron). 

yaw j5 (orig. naut.) deviate in the course. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin. 

yawP j51 cry out loudly. XIV (3aule). 
Parallel to YOWL with vowel-variation; cf. 
LG. faulen (of cats). 

yawl" j51 ship's boat; small sailing-boat or 
fishing-boat. XVII (yale, yall, yaule). 
- (M)LG. jolle or Du. fol, whence also F. 
yale, It. folo, Sw. fulle, G., Da. folie, Russ. 
jal; ult. origin unkn. Cf. JOLLY-BOAT. 

yawn j5n open the mouth wide (now only 
from fatigue, etc.); lie wide open. XVI. 
spec. symbolic alt. of ME. 3one, which with 
3ene repr. OE. geonian, var. of ginian = 
OHG. ginon, -en, MDu. ghenen, rei. to 
synon. OE. gi'inian, OHG. geinon and OE. 
ginan, OS. ginan, ON. gina; all n-formations 
on Germ. * gai-, "'gi-; a parallel with w appears 
in OHG. giwen, MDu. ghezven, the simple 
base being shown by OHG. f{'ien gape, 
ON. gfd cleft. Outside Germ. (*ghoi-) 
*ghei- *ghi- is repr. by L. hiiire, hiscere 
gape, yawn (cf. HIATUS, DEHISCENT), OSJ. 
zifati, Lith. zi6ti; cf. Gr. khdskein, khainein 
gape, and CHASM. 

yawp, yaup JVP (chiefly dial.) perh. 
identical with late ME. !Joljle cry or shout 
harshly; in XVI-XVII yalp, also of a dog = 
YAP; imit. of loud or strident utterance. 

yaws j5z contagious disease affecting 
Negroes. xvr. So jas in Du. Guiana; 
identity with synon. pians pl. (F. pian, Sp., 
Pg. epian, pian - Guarani pid) has been 
suggested, through ::'\fegro jargon. 

yclad ikla:·d clothed; arch. as in Spenser, 
Sh., Thomson, Byron; see Y-, CLAD. 

yclept ikle·pt arch. called (so-and-so). 
OE. gecleopod, pp. of cleopian, clipian call ; 
see Y-, -T3. 

ye ji, ji (arch. and joe., dial.) nom. pl. of 
2nd pers. pron. OE. ge = OFris. ji, OS. gi, 
ge (Du. gij), OHG. ir (G. ihr), ON. er 
(:-*fer), analogically modified forms (after 
the 1st pers. pron., e.g. OE. ge after u:e, 
OHG. ir after ~vir, 0::\. er after ver) of 
CGerm. *fuz, accented *jus, repr. by Goth. 
jus, f. *fu- (with pl. ending); see YOU, YOUR. 

ye ji late writing of p' THE1• 

yea jei affirmative adv. (now dial. and arch.) 
OE. ge, (WS.) gea, corr. to OFris. ge, fe, 
OS., OHG. fd (Du., G. ja), ON. fd, Goth. 
ja, fai; ult. CGerm. *ja, *je, which was 
variously modified through stress or emo
tional emphasis. The standard sp. yea and 
pronunc. jei show retarded development, 
perh. partly due to assoc. with nay (but the 
normal development ji is current locally). 
q For the former spec. distinction of 
usage cf. YES. 
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YEAN 

yean jin (arch., dial.) of a ewe, bring forth. 
XIV (Trevisa). repr. OE. '*geeanian (rei. to 
geean 'feta'), f. ge- Y- + eanian = WFris. 
eandje, Du. dial. oonen :- Germ. '*aunojan, 
f. '*aun- :-;IE. '*agwn-, whence also L. agnus, 
Gr. amn6s, OS!. agn~, Oir. uan, W. oen 
lamb. Cf. ea·nLING1 young lamb (Sh.), f. 
dial. ean, OE. eanian. 

year ji::J.t period of the earth's revolution 
round the sun; I~ months; pl. age OE.; 
pl. period, times xm. OE. (Anglian) ger, 
(WS.) gear = OFris. jar, jer, OS. jar, ger 
(Du. jaar), OHG. jar (G. jahr), ON. ar, 
Goth. jer :- CGerm. *jreram, f. IE. base 
*jer- '*jor-, repr. also by Av. yare year, Gr. 
h6ra season (whence L. hora HOUR), time of 
year, time of day, horos year, pl. annals, 
OS!. jara spring (Russ. yaro'1:6i, Pol. jary, 
Serb. jari (of crops) spring-sown), and L. 
hornus of this year :- *hOjorinus, f. *hO joro 
(cf. G. heuer this year, OHG. hiuru :- '*hiu 
jaru). camp. yearMIND ji:J·.tmaind yearly 
obit. OE. geargemynd, superseded by year's 
mind from xv. 

yearn pm have a strong desire. OE. 
giernan = OS. gernean, girnean, ON. girna, 
Goth. gairnjan :-Germ. (not in HG.) 
'*gernjan, f. *gernaz (whence Finn. kernas 
desirous), repr. by OE. georn eager, OS., 
OHG. gern (G. gern willingly), ON. gjarn, 
Goth. seina/gairns selfish, f. *ger-, repr. also 
by OHG. geron (G. begehren) desire, ON. 
gerr greedy, with prob. cogns. in Skr. and 
Av., Gr. khdris favour, grace, klzalrein 
rejoice, L. lzoriri, hortari EXHORT. 

yeast jist frothy substance produced by 
fermentation of malt, etc. OE. (Anglian) 
'*gest, WS. *giest (late gist), carr. to MLG. 
gest dregs, dirt, MDu. ghist, ghest (Du. gist, 
gestyeast), MHG.jist,jest,gist,gest (G.gischt, 
earlier giischt), yeast, froth, ON. jQstr, rei. 
to OHG. jesan, gesan; IE. '*jes- is repr. also 
by Skr. yds(y)ati seethe, boil, Gr. zefn boil, 
zest6s boiled, W. ias seething. 

yelk see YOLK1. 

yell jel utter a loud strident cry. OE. 
(Anglian) gellan, (WS.) giellan, pt. geal, 
gullon = MLG., MDu. glzellen, OHG. 
gellan (Du. gillen, G. gellen), ON. gjalla, 
f. Germ. *gel- '*gal-, whence also OE., 
OHG. galan, ON. gala sing, cry out, OE. 
nilzte/gale NIGHTINGALE, ON. hana/ga[ 
cockcrow, OS., OHG. galm outcry. Weak 
inflexions began XIV. 

yellow je·lou of the colour of gold, yolk of 
egg, buttercups OE. tjealous XVII; in phr. y. 
press sensational XIX. OE. geolu, -o = OS. 
gelo, (M)LG. geel, MDu. gel(e)u, geel, OHG. 
gelo (Du. gel, G. gelb) :- WGerm. *gelwa :
IE. '*ghelwo-, rei. to L. helvus. Gr. khl6os, 
khl6e, Lith. zelvas. Cf. GALLI, GOLD. sb. 
XIV. 

YET 

ambre, yellowhamer). The source of (h)am
mer may be OE. amore 'scorellus' (unidenti
fied) with poss. conflation with hama 
coverlng, feathers, there being a syn. in 
dial. yellowham (xvi); there are numerous 
Continental names of birds which contain 
el. meaning 'yellow' or 'gold'. 

yelp jelp A. tboast; tcry aloud xv; B. 
utter a crv characteristic of dogs, etc. XVI 
(the corr. "sense of the sb. is earlier in Sc., 
as used by Dunbar and Douglas). OE. 
gielpan, gelpan, gilpan (pt. gealp, gulpon, 
pp. golpen) = MHG. gelfen, gelpfen, f. 
echoic base otherwise repr. in OS. galpon 
(LG. galpen), ME. :;olpe, dial. yawp. 

yen jen gold or silver coin, the monetary 
unit. XIX. Jap.- Chin. yiian round, round 
thing, circle, dollar. 

yeoman jou·m:m, pl. yeomen attendant 
below the rank of 'sergeant' XIV; freeholder 
below the rank of a gentleman, (hence) man 
of good standing xv. ME. fjfJman, :;uman, 
:;eman, :;iman, prob. reduced forms of 
:;ong-, :;ung-, :;eng-, :;ingman, i.e. youngman, 
which was similarly used in ME. q The 
phonetic development of ngm to m(m) may 
be paralleled in dial. yeomath, yemmath, etc. 
from '*young math late mowing. Swift in 
1706 rhymes ye'man with Philemon. 

yes jes word expressing an affirmative reply 
(peculiar to Eng.). OE. gese, gise, gyse, 
prob. for '*giese, f. '*gia sie 'yea, may it be 
(so)'; formerly used spec. in response to a 
neg. question )( YEA. 

yester- je·st::J.l of or pert. to the day before 
today. OE. geostran, giestran = OHG. 
gestaron,gesteren, MHG. gester(n), G.gestern, 
MLG. ghist(e)ren, Du. gisteren; in camps. 
yesterDAY je·st::J.tdi, -dei. OE. geostran, gy
stran dreg (also, with metathesis gierstan dreg, 
Nhb. giosterdoeg), having one Germ. parallel 
in Gothic (once) gistradagis tomorrow, the 
other langs. having only the simplex, as 
above; yesterE•VE XVII, -E·VEN XV, -MO"RN 
XVIII, -MO"RNING XVII; tyesterneve OE.
XIV; yesterNI·GHT (arch.), OE. gystran 
niht; yesterYEA·R last year. XIX (D. G. 
Rossetti, rendering Villon's antan). yes
trEE"N yesterday evening (chiefly Sc. and 
poet.). XIV. 

Of IE. extent (exc. Balto-Sl.), the Germ. 
forms showing the addition of com par. -ter
( cf. L. hesternus of yesterday) to the stem of 
Gr. khtht!s, ekhthes, Skr. hyds, L. heri 
yesterday. q The basic sense is 'another 
day reckoning from yesterday'; the double 
meaning is seen in OHG. egestern and ON. 
l grer ; there is an isolated ex. of the meaning 
of 'tomorrow' for yesterday in Sir Thomas 
More's works. 

yet jet (arch.) in addition, further, more
over, still; till now. OE. giet, gieta = OFris. 

yellow hammer, ammer je·lou (h)re·m::J.l ieta, eta, ita, of unkn. origin, like the synon. 
species of bunting Emberiza citrinella, OE. gen, gena. ~IT The meanings of yet are 
having bright yellow plumage. xvr (yel- expressed in Germ. langs. outside the 
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YETI 

Anglo-Frisian group by "'noh, OS., OHG. 
noh (Du. nog, G. noch), Goth. nauh (:
IE. "'nuqe 'and now'). 

yeti jei-ti xx. Native Sherpa (Tibetan) 
name of the Abominable Snowman, a sub
human animal supposed to leave tracks in 
the snow of the Himalayas. 

yew ju tree of the genus Taxus. OE. iw, 
eow, corr. with cons.-alternation and 
variation in gender to OE. i(o)h, eoh, OS. ih, 
MLG., MDu. iwe, iewe, uwe, OHG. iwu, 
iwi, iwa, ihu, iga (G. eibe), ON. yr (chiefly 
'bow'):- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) "'zxwaz, 
igwaz, ixwo, igwo, with parallel forms in 
Celtic and Balto-Sl.; F. if and Sp. iva are 
from Germ., and (M)Du. ijf from F. ij. 
g Often planted in churchyards and re
garded as symbolical of grief; the wood 
was formerly much used for bows. 

yex jeks, yesk jesk (dial.) tsob; hiccups. 
OE. gesca, geocsa, rei. to vb. giscian, 
geocsian, corr. to OHG. geskon, geskizon; 
of echoic origin. 

Yggdrasil i·gdr:lsil (Norse myth.) the great 
yew tree whose branches and roots extend 
through the universe. XVIII. ON., also 
askr yg(g)drasils 'ash-tree of Y.'; perh. f. 
Yggr name of Odin+ drasill horse. 

Yiddish ji·diJ language of Jews in Europe 
and America, consisting mainly of German 
(printed in Heb. characters). XIX. -G. 
judisch jii·diJ Jewish, f. Jude JEW (the full 
G. name is jildisch-deutsch Jewish-German) 
+-isch -ISH1• 

yield jild pay, repay (mainly obs.) OE.; 
give forth, produce XI; give way, surrender 
XIII. OE. (non-WS.) geldan, (WS.) -gieldan, 
pt. geald, pp. golden = OFris. gelda, ielda, 
OS. geldan, OHG. geltan (Du. gelden, G. 
gelten), ON. gjalda, Goth. -gildan (as in 
fragildan, usgildan compensate) :- CGerm. 
"'geloan pay, requite, further cogns. of 
which are doubtful. t]f The sense-develop
ment of the Eng. word is largely due to its 
rendering of L. reddere and F. rendre with 
their comps. On the Continent the only 
gen. surviving senses are 'be worth or 
valid', 'concern', 'apply to'. 

-yl il (formerly occas. -ule) terminal el. of 
chemical terms- F. -yle, (t-ule)- Gr. hide 
wood, matter, substance, used for 'chemical 
principle', 'radical', introduced by Wohler 
and Liebig 1832 and first used by them in 
benzoyle. 

ylang-ylang i'lreg i'lreg anonaceous tree 
Canangium odoratum, of Malaysia, etc. 
XIX. Tagalog. 

yo jou excl. of incitement or warning. xv 
(Jo, io). Also (naut.) yo!Ho· yoHo· XVIII, 
yo-HEhVE-HO XIX, 

yod j<>d roth (and smallest) letter of the 
Heb. alphabet XVIII; (philo!.) front voiced 
open consonant denoted by j. Cf. IOTA, JOT. 

YON 

yode joud (arch., as used, e.g. by Spenser, 
Thomson, and Scott) went. ME. 3(e)ode, 
var. of 3ede, ede (OE. eode, geeode), func
tioning as pt. of giin GO and parallel to 
Goth. iddja, pt. of gaggan ; of disputed 
origin but presumably ult. cogn. with Gr. 
e£mi I shall go, L. eo I go (inf. ire). Cf. 
tyede, used pseudo-arch. as inf. XVI-XVIII. 

yodel jou·dal sing with mixture of falsetto 
like Swiss and Tyrolese mountain-dwellers. 
XIX. - G. jodeln (prop.) utter the syll. jo. 

yoga jou·ga union with the Supreme Spirit. 
XIX. Hind.; Skr. yoga union (see YOKE). So 
yo·gi Indian ascetic who practises this XVII. 
Hind. :- Skr. yogin. 

yog(h)urt jou·gua.rt var. of YAOURT. XIX. 

yoicks joiks fox-hunting cry. xvm. Con
temp. with yoaks and hoicks (also hoick, hoik 
XVII), which appears to be a var. of earlier 
hike, as in hike hallow, hike a Bewmont 
(Turberville XVI). 

yoke jouk contrivance for coupling draught 
animals by the neck; pair of animals so 
coupled (often with uninflected pl.); fig. 
subjection, suppression. OE. geoc = OS. 
juc, OHG. joh (Du. juk, G. joch), ON. ok, 
Goth.juk :- CGerm. "'jukam (whence Finn. 
juko) :-IE. *jugom, corr. to L. jugum, Gr. 
zug6n, W. iau, OS!. igo, Skr.yugdm, f. "'jug
*jeug- *joug-, repr. also by L. jungere JOIN, 
Gr. zeugnimai (cf. ZEUGMA), Lith. jimgiu 
harness, Skr. YOGA, Hitt. jug an. So yoke vb. 
OE. geocian. 4!jf The standard form yoke 
descends from the obi. OE. forms, the nom. 
being normally repr. by dial. yock. 

yokel jou·kl illiterate rustic, country 
bumpkin. XIX. First recorded from flash 
or sporting language; identical in form with 
dial. yokel green woodpecker, yellow
hammer, of which it may be a fig. applica
tion. 

yolk1 jouk yellow of an egg. OE. geolca, 
geoloca, f. geolu YELLOW. t]f The parallel 
development repr. by yelk (XIV), with corr. 
pronunc. jelk, survived dial. and the sp. 
was common till late XIX, esp. in techn. use. 

yolk2 jouk greasy substance of sheep's skin 
glands. xvu. repr. OE. *eozvoca, in the adj. 
eozvocig (local yolky); see -Y1 ; cf. Flem. ieke, 
whence Sc. eik. 

yon j<>n (arch., dial.) yonder. adj. (OE., 
once), pron. (XIII, Cursor M.). OE. geon, 
corr., with variation of vowels, to OFris. 
jen(a), -e, MLG. gene, MDu. ghens; OHG. 
jener (G. jener that one), Goth. jains that; 
there is a parallel series of forms without 
cons. initial, viz. OHG. ener, ON. enn, inn 
(definite article), cogn. with Gr. ene day after 
tomorrow, enioi some, Lith. anas, OS!. onu 
that, Skr. iina- this one. So yond j<>nd 
(dial.) yonder (adv. used adj.). OE. geond 
(iand), which enters into some 35 comps., 
corr. to MLG. gent, genten, jint, LG. gunt, 
gunten, early Flem. ghins, Du. ginds, Goth. 

[rozo] 



YORE 

jaind thither; cf. BEYOND, ME. (dial.) 
ayond. yonder jo·nd;u (now literary, 
arch., or dial.) over there. xm; adj. xrv. 
ME. ;onder (beside ;ender), corr. to OS. 
gendra (adj.), WFris. ginder (auj.), on this 
side, MDu. ghinder, gunder (Du. ginder), 
Goth. jaindre. yonsmE jo·nsaid (on) the 
further side (of) XVI (Coverdale); also adv. 
xvn; cf. LG. gunsiet, G. jenseits. 

yore j;:o;,~ (arch.) ta long time ago, tfor
merly, tfor a long time past; ojy., formerly, 
of old XIV. OE. geiira, geiire, geiiro, advb. 
formations of obscure origin, perh. f. ge
Y-+iir ERE, on the model of gefyrn, f. ge
Y-+fyrn long ago. 

yorker j5·lbl (in cricket) ball that pitches 
inside the crease. xrx. pro b. f. York, capital 
of Yorkshire, as being introduced by Y ark
shire players; see -ER1• 

Yorkshire j5·Jkf;,J name of the largest of 
the Eng. counties often used with reference 
to the alleged boorishness, cunning, or 
trickery of Y. people XVII; Y. pudding, 
batter pudding baked under meat XVIII. 

you ju, ju, ja orig. accusative and dative pl. of 
the 2nd pers. pron. (see THOU); began to be 
used xv for nom. YE and somewhat earlier 
(XIV) as a substitute for thee and thou in 
respectful address to a superior; also from 
late XVI as an indef. pron., 'one', 'anyone'. 
OE. iow, eow (also eowic, Nhb. iuih) = 
OFris. ju, OS. iu (Du. u), OHG. (MHG.) 
dat. iu, eu, accus. iuwih, iuch (G. euch) :
WGerm. *iwwiz, paralleled by *izwiz in 
ON. yor, Goth. izwis. The primary stem 
•ju is repr. by Skr. yilydm, Gr. umme 
(:- (j)usme), Lith. jiis you, judu you two (cf. 
OE. git). Fully str. OE. eow would be repr. 
by •jau ; actual ju arose from re-stressing 
an unstressed var. (cf. I). (jf The obi. case 
you, together with its adj. YOUR and corr. 
absolute YOURS, have displaced in gen. use 
nom. pl. YE and the orig. sgs. THOU, THEE, 
THY, THINE. 

young jAIJ that has lived a short time (also 
transf.). OE. g(e)ong, gung, later iung = 

OFris., OS. jung, OHG. june (Du. jong, 
G. jung), ON. ungr, Goth. juggs :- CGerm. 
*juygaz, contr. of *juwuygaz :-IE. *juwyk6s, 
repr. by Skr. juvafds youthful, L. juvencus 
young bull, W. ieuanc, Olr. oac, oc young, 
extension of *juwen-, *j{ln-, repr. directly 
by Skr. yuvan-, L. juvenis young, compar. 
junior JUNIOR, Lith jdunas, OS!. junu, and 
(with abstr. suffix) L.juventa,juventus, Oir. 
oitiu YOUTH. Hence you·ngLING1 young 
person OE. geongling = OFris. jongeling, 
OS.jungling, OHG.jungaling, ON. ynglingr. 

YWIS 

you·ngsTER young person. XVI (Greene, 
Nashe). 

your ju;,J, jcu, j;JJ of or belonging to you. 
(i) OE. eower, usu. in partitive sense, g. of 
ge YE, corr. to OFris. iuwer, OS. iuwar, 
OHG. iuu:er (G. euer); cf. ON. yor, Goth. 
izzvara; (ii) OE. eower m. and n., eowru 
fern., poss. adj. corr. to OHG. iuwar (G. 
euer); cf. ON. yo(v)arr, Goth. izzvar. Hence 
yours ju;JJZ poss. pron. (rep!. tyour) with 
-s as in HERS, OURS, THEIRS. XIII (Cursor M., 
Havelok). yoursE·LF xrv, -se·lves xvr. 

yourt ju;,Jt semi-subterranean dwelling of 
certain natives of Asia. XVIII. - Russ. jurta, 
through F. yourte or G. jurte. 

youth jup fact or state of being young; 
young people OE. ; young person XIII. 
OE. geogup, (late) iugup = OFris. jogethe, 
OS. juguo (Du. jeugd), OHG. jugund (G. 
jug end):- WGerm. *jugunp-, alt. of *juwunp
(cf. L.juventa, -tus, Goth.junda), f. *guwuy
YOUNG; see -TH1• Hence you·thFUL1 • XVI; 
you·thHOOD OE. -XIII; re-formed XVII. 

yowl jaul (dial.) cry loudly with pain; 
caterwaul, howl. xm. Echoic; cf. dial. 
yawl, ME. ;aule YAWL', and dial. gawl 
(ON. gaula), G. johlen. 

yo-yo jou ·jou toy resembling the bandalore. 
xx. Introduced from Canada, of unkn. 
origin. 

yperite ai ·p;,rait mustard gas. xx. - F. 
f. Ypres, a town of Belgium. See -ITE. 

yttrium i·triam (chem.) rare metal of the 
cerium group (symbol Y). xrx. - modL., 
f. yttria (1797), f. name of Ytterby, Sweden, 
whence also ytterbium it5·Jbi<lm (min.) 
element occurring in gadolinite ; y·tterbiTE, 
syn. of gadolinite. 

yucca jA·k;,, yuca jii·k;, in Westem and 
Central America, cassava xvr (Eden), plant 
of N. Amer. genus Yucca XVII (Evelyn). 
Of Carib origin. 

Yugoslav see JuaosLAV. 
Yule jiil Christmas. OE. geol, earlier 
geo(h)ol, geh(h)ol, also geola Christmas Day, 
(pl.) Christmastide (and in phr. se :Erra 
geola December, se rejterra geola January, 
i.e. the former, the latter 'Yule', attrib. in OE. 
:Eresta geohheldmg, 'first Yuleday', Christ
mas Day), corr. to ON. j6l pl. heathen 
feast lasting twelve days, (later) Christmas; 
rei. to OE. (Anglian) giuli December and 
January (Bede) = ON. ylir month begin
ning on the second day of the week falling 
within November ro-17, Goth. jiuleis in 
fruma jiuleis November; ult. origin unkn. 

ywis see IWIS. 
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ZABRA ZEPHYR 

z 
zabra zli·bra small coastal vessel in the 

Bay of Biscay. XVI. - Sp. zabra. 

zaffre zre·f"J impure oxide of cobalt. xvrr. 
-It. zaffera (Neri) or its source (O)F. sajre 
- Arab. sojr. 

zag zreg second el. of ZIGZAG used to denote 
a direction at an angle to that expressed by 
zig. xvrrr (zig here, zag there, Bums). 

zamorin zre·marin title of the Hindu 
sovereign of Calicut. xvr. - Pg. samorin, 
t:amorin - Malayalam samuri. 

zany zei·ni comic performer attending on 
a clown, etc. and imitating him XVI (Sh.); 
tattendant, hanger-on XVII (Jonson); 
tmimic, buffoon XVII; simpleton, idiot 
XVIII (J.). -F. zani, or its source It. zani, 
zanni servant acting as clown in the com
media dell' arte, orig. Venetian and Lom
bardic form of Gianni= Gio•vanni John 
(cf. Zanipolo title of the Church of St. John 
and St. Paul in Venice) used as an appella
tion for a porter, etc. from the mountain 
country of Bergamo who had taken service 
in a seaside town. 

zaptieh zre·ptiei Turkish policeman. XIX. 
- Turk. ¢abtiyeh, f. Arab. ¢abt administra
tion, regulation. 

Zarathustrian see ZoROASTRIAN. 
zariba zari·ba fenced camp in the Sudan, 

etc. XIX. - Arab. zaribah enclosure for 
cattle, f. zarb sheepfold. 

zayat zii·j;,t public hall for worship, shel
ter, etc. XIX. Burmese. 

zeal zil (in biblical language) fervour, 
'jealousy' XIV (Wycl. Bible); tardent love, 
fervent longing xv; intense ardour in a 
pursuit xvr. Late ME. zele- late L. zelus 
(whence OF. zel, modF. zele, Sp. celo, It. 
zelo)- Gr. zelos. So zealot ze·lat member 
of an ancient Jewish sect XVI; zealous person 
xvii. -late L. zelotes- Gr. zelotis (fr. Aram. 
qamania f. Heb. qana be jealous), f. zeloun 
be zealous, f. zelos. zealous ze·l;,s XVI 
(Tindale, Coverdale). - medL. ze!Osus; cf. 
JEALOt;S. 

zebra ze·br;,, zi·bra S. African equine 
quadruped, Equus or Hippotigris zebra. 
xvr. - It. or Pg. zebra, of Congolese origin. 
Other forms have been used reflecting F. 
zebre or Sp. cebra. 

zebu zi·bju humped species of ox. XVIII 
(Goldsmith). -F. zebu (Buffon, who states 
that it was shown under this name at a fail
in Paris in 1752); of unkn. origin. 

zecchin ze·kin gold coin, CHEQUEEN, 
SEQUIN. xvm. - It. zecchino, f. zecca the 
mint at Venice = Sp. seca -Arab. sekkah 
coin. 

zed zed name of the letter Z, z. xv. -
(O)F. zede ( = Sp., It. zeta) -late L. zeta
Gr. zeta; vars. are dial. zad (xvn), occas. 
tzard (xvn), IZZARD (xvm), ZEE. 

zcdoary ze·do"ri (root of) species of 
Curcuma. xv. - medL. zedoarium- Arab. 
zedwar, which is repr. in many other Eur. 
langs. 

zee zi name (now spec. U.S.) of the letter z. 
XVII. 

Zeitgeist tsai ·tgaist spirit of the age. XIX. 
G., f. zeit time + geist spirit; see TIDE, 
GHOST. 

zelotic zila·tik (earlier zealotic) pert. to. a 
ZEALOT. XVII. - Gr. ze[otik6s, f. Zelotes; 
see -Ic. 

zeme, zemi zi·mi idol, or spirit represented 
thereby, worshipped by W. Indian natives. 
XVII (Purchas). Carib cemi. 

zemindar zemi·ndiiJ collector of revenue 
from land held by a number of cultivators. 
XVII. Early forms gem-, .iem-, sam-; Hind. -
Pers. zamindiir, f. zami(n) earth + dar 
holder. 

zemstvo ze·mstvou provincial council in 
Russia. XIX. Russ., f. zem!yd land, rei. to 
Gr. khamai on the ground, L. humus earth 
(see HUMUS). 

zenana zinii·n:J E. Indian harem. XVIII. 
-Hind. (- Pers.) zenana, f. zan woman, 
rei. to Gr. gunJ woman (see QUEAN). 

Zend zend language of the Zend-Avesta, 
Avestic. XVIII. -F. zend (used as the name 
of the language by Anquetil du Perrc;m, 
I77I), abstracted from Avesta-va-Zend, !.C. 

Avesta with interpretation, in Pcrs. zand(a) 
vastii, zandasta, whence Zend-Avesta 
zendave·st:J, in which Zend was erron. taken 
for an attrib. el. denoting the language of 
the books. 

zenith ze·ni]:>, zi·ni]:> point of the sky 
directly overhead (Trevisa), tpoint of the 
horizon at which a heavenly body rises 
(Ch.); highest point or state XVII (Sh.). 
Late ME. cenyth, senith, cinit- OF. cenit 
(mod. zenith) or medL. cenit (cf. Sp. cenit, 
It. zenit, etc.), obscurely - Arab. samt in 
samt arras 'path over the head' (samt way, 
al the, AL-, riis head); cf. AZI:\IUTH. 

zeolite zi·alait (min.) generic name of a 
group of minerals consisting of hydrous 
silicates, characterized by swelling up and 
fusing under the blowpipe. xvm. - Sw., 
G., etc. zeolit, f. Gr. zefn boil+lithos -LITE. 

zephyr ze·f:JJ west wind XVI (earlier in L. 
form); mild gentle wind xvn (Sh.); light 
article of clothing XVIII. -F. zephyr 
(Marot) or L. zephyrus (whence also Sp. 
cefiro, It. zejiro, etc.)- Gr. zephuros. 
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ZEPPELIN 

zeppelin ze·p;Jlin rigid dirigible airship in
vented by the German Count Ferdinand 
von Zeppelin. rgoo. 

zero zi;J·rou (pl. zeroes -ouz) cipher, o 
XVII ; point marked o on a scale, temperature 
denoted by this XVIII ; nought, nothing XIX. 
-F. zero or its source It. zero- OSp. zero 
(mod. cero)- Arab. rifr CIPHER. 

zerumbet zirA·mbet E. India plant or its 
root (Curcuma). XVI. - Pg.- Hind., Pers. 
zerunbiid. 

zest zest torange or lemon peel used for 
flavouring XVII ; something that imparts a 
relish; keen relish, gusto XVIII. -F. zeste, 
tzest, zec 'the thicke skin .• whereby the 
kernell of a wall-nut is diuided' (Cotgr.), 
orange or lemon peel, of unkn. origin. 

zeta zi·t;J sixth letter of the Gr. alphabet, 
zed (Z, ~). Gr. zeta, alt. of Heb. zayin, 
after ?jTa, IJfjTa. Hence ze·taiSM ; cf. 
etacism, lambdacism, rhotacism. 

zetetic zite·tik pert. to, adherent of, the 
ancient Greek sceptic school of philosophy; 
investigator, investigation. XVII. -Gr. 
zeti!tik6s, f. zetefn seek; see -Ic. 

zeugma zju·gm;J (rhet.) figure by which a 
single word or phrase is made improperly 
to apply to two or more words or phrases 
XIX, earlier in wider use XVI. - L. - Gr. 
zeilgma yoking, f. zeugnunai vb. rel. to 
zug6n YOKE. 

zeuxite zju·ksait (min.) variety of tourma
line. XIX. f. Gr. zeilxis yoking, joining, f. 
*zeug- *zug- YOKE. 

zho 30u hybrid between a yak and a com
• mon cow. XIX. -Tibetan 1fldso. 

zibeline zi·b;Jlin, -lain sable, Mustela 
zibellina. XVI. -F. zibeline (also tzabelline, 
tzebeline, OF. sebelin), with It. zibellino, 
Sp. s-, cebellina, Pg. zebelina), repr. Rom. 
deriv. of Sl. original of SABLii;l. 

zibet zi·bet var. of CIVET- medL. zibethum, 
whence It. zibetto, etc. 

zig see ZAG. 

zigzag zi·gzreg (object) having the form 
-· XVIII. Earliest forms ziczac; zig-zac 
-F. zigzag, tziczac- G. zickzack, of sym-
bolic formation suggesting alternation of 
direction, applied first to fortifications. 
Hence zi·gzag vb. (Bums), zi·gzagged 
(Goldsmith), zi·gzaggERY (Sterne). 

zinc zink hard bluish-white metal. XVII. 
-G. zink, tzinken (ofunkn. origin), whence 
also F. zinc, tzin, Sp. zinc, It. zinco, etc., 
modL. zincum. Comb. form zi·nco-, 
zinco-·, as in zinco·GRAPHY. tJ1 Conjec
turally supposed to be so called from its 
setting in the furnace in the form of spikes 
(Zinken). 

zingaro zi·ugarou gipsy. XVI. It., alt. of 
tzingano = Gr. Athigganoi, an oriental 
people. 

ZONE 

zinnia Zl"ma plant of genus so named of 
Amer. plants. XVIII. modL. (Linnreus 
1763), f. name of J. G. Zinn, German 
botanist; see -IA1• 

Zion, Sion zai·;Jn one of the hills of Jeru
salem on which the city of David was built ; 
(hence) house of God, the Christian Church, 
place of worship (cf. BETHEL, EBENEZER). -
eccl.L. Sian, Gr. Setm, Scion, tr. Heb. 
tsiyon. 

zip zip (slight sharp sound accompanying) 
a movement or contact. XIX. imit. 

zircon z:l·Jk:m (min.) native silicate of the 
metallic element zirconium. XVIII. -G. 
zirkon. 

zither zi·]:>al XIX. -G. zither (OHG. 
cithara, zitera) CITHER. Also zi·thern XIX; 
after CITHERN. 

zizyphus zi·zifas (plant of} genus so named 
of the buckthorn family. xv (zizifus). 

L.- Gr. zizuphon. So tzi·zypha fruit 
of this. XVI. modL. pl. 

zodiac zou·direk belt of the celestial 
sphere within which the apparent motions 
of celestial bodies take place, divided into 
12 'signs' named after the 12 constellations. 
XIV (Gower). - (O)F. zodiaque ( = Pr. 
zodiac, Sp., It. zodiaco)- L. zodiacus 
(Cicero)- Gr. zoidiak6s (sc. kuklos the 
circle of the figures or signs, d Twv ~'l'iilwv 
KVKIIos), f. ziJi.dion sculptured figure (of an 
animal), sign of the zodiac, dim. of z{)ion 
animal, f. zo6s living (:- *gwjo; cf. QUICK); 
see -Ac. So zodiacAL -ai·akal. XVI. -F. 
zodiacal. 

zoea zoui·a larva of some crustaceans. XIX. 
- modL., extension with -A1 of earlier form 
tzoe- Gr. zo~ life, rel. to zoos living (cf. 
ZODIAC, ZOO-). 

zoetrope zou·itroup scientific toy con
verting a series of pictures of successive 
attitudes into the semblance of continuous 
motion. XIX. irreg. f. Gr. zo~ life, rel. to 
zo6s living (cf. prec.)+-tropos turning (cf. 
TROPE, TROPIC). 

zoic zou·ik showing traces of life, contain
ing organic remains. XIX (Dana). -Gr. 
z0ik6s, f. z6ion animal; see -Ic. tJ1 Taken 
as if f. Gr. zo~ life. 

Zoilus zou·ilas (also anglicized Zoil(e) 
XVI-XVII, after F. Zoile) cynic philosopher, 
of Amphipolis (IV B.c.), notorious for bitter 
attacks on Homer, !socrates, and Plato. 
Hence Zo·ilrsM XVII, Zo·ilrsT XVI. 

Zollverein ts:>·lfarain union of states of the 
German Empire for the maintenance of 
uniform custom dues XIX. G., f. zoll tax, 
TOLL1 +verein union, f. (sich) vereinen unite, 
f. VeT- FOR-1 +ein ONE. 

zone zoun each of the 5 belts into which the 
earth's surface is divided xv; climatic 
region; girdle, ring XVI; stripe of colour, 
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zoo 
etc. XVIII. - (O)F. zone or L. zona girdle 
(whence also Sp., It. zona)- Gr. ziJne :
"'josmnii, f. base repr. also by Lith. juostas, 
Skr. yiistas girt. 

zoo zii collection of live animals made and 
maintained for public exhibition. XIX (the 
Clifton Zoo, Macaulay); first three letters 
of Zoological Ga,-dens (Regent's Park, 
London) taken as one syll. (cf. next). 

zoo- zou·o(u), zou::l·, before a vowel prop. 
zo-, repr. Gr. zoio-, comb. form of z6ion 
animal (see ZODIAC). 

zooid zou·oid animal-like creature. XIX 
(Huxley). f. Gr. zoion. 

zoology zou::l·lad3i science which treats of 
animals. XVII. First applied to that part of 
medical science which treats of remedies 
obtainable from animals; the first sense 
recorded in Eng. diets. (from Bailey, I726) 
is 'a treatise concerning living creatures'. 
- modL. zoologia (Sperling), mod Gr. zoio
logia (Schroder), f. Gr. zoion animal; see 
ZODIAC, -LOGY. Hence zoolo·giCAL. XIX; 
sb. the Z. = zoo. zoo·logER\ -logisT. 
xvn (both used by Boyle). 

zoom ziim make a continuous low-pitched 
hum; (of aircraft) rise abruptly from level 
flight. XIX. imit. 

zoophyte zou·Ofait tplant (such as the 
sensitive plant having some qualities of 
animals); gen. term (now disused) for 
organisms regarded as intermediate be
tween animals and plants. XVII. - F. 
zoophyte (Rabelais, 1546)- modL. zoo
phyton- Gr. zoi6phuton (Aristotle), f. z6ion 
animal (see zoo-)+phUesthai grow (cf. BE). 

zorilla zori-la animal of an African genus 
allied to the skunks. xvur (Goldsmith). 
- Sp. zorrilla, -illo, dim. of zorro fox; 
cf. F. zorille. 

Zoroastrian Z::lro(u)re·strian, Zarathus
trian zrera]>u·stri;m pert. to (adherent of 
the religious system of) Zoroaster, Zara-

ZYMURGY 

thustra (Zend Zarathustra, Pers. Zardusht) 
contained in the Zendavesta; see -IAN. 

zouave zwiiv one of a body of light in
fantry in the French army. XIX. -F. 
zouave - Zouaoua name of an Algerian 
Kabyle tribe, from which the force was 
first recruited. 

zounds zau·ndz (arch.) euph. abbrev. of 
(by) God's wounds. XVI (zownes, zoones); 
for the pronunc. see WOUND. (j[ 'Zoons is 
only us'd by the disbanded Officers and 
Bullies; but Zauns is the Beaux pronuncia
tion', Farquhar 1699. 

zucchetto tsuke·tou ecclesiastic's skull
cap. XIX. Incorrect but usual form for It. 
zucchetta small gourd, cap, dim. of zucca 
gourd, head (cf. late L. cucutia, gourd, 
cucutium kind of hood). 

zwieback tsvi·brek rusk. xrx. G. tr. of It. 
biscotto 'twice-baked' (see BISCUIT); cf. 
TWO, BAKE. 

Zwinglian zwi•l)gli;m, tsvi·IJgliren pert. to 
(a follower of) Ulrich Zwingli (I484-153I), 
Swiss religious reformer. xvr (More). See 
-IAN. 

zygo- zai·gou, zi·gou repr. comb. form of 
Gr. zug6n YOKE. 

zygoma zaigou·ma (anat.) bony arch on 
each side of the skull. XVII. - modL.- Gr. 
zugoma, f. zug6n YOKE. 

zymo- zai·mou (before a vowel zym-) 
comb. form of Gr. zdme leaven, in techn. 
terms (gen.) fermentation XIX. So zymosis 
zaimou·sis. XIX. - modL. -Gr. zdmosis. 
zymotic zaim.,•tik. XIX. - Gr. zumotik6s 
causing fermentation, f. zumoun leaven, 
(pass.) ferment, f. zilme, cogn. with L. jus 
(see JUICE). 

zymurgy zai·m;i.1d3i act of fermentation. 
XIX. f. Gr. zilme (see prec.)+-urgy as in 
metallurgy. Cf. Gr. zumourg6s maker of 
leaven. 
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ADDENDA 

common weal, commonweal kn·manwH 
the body politic, state, community XIV; the 
general good, public welfare xv. orig. and 
properly two words, rendering L. res com
munis, F. le bien comft!Un; cf. weal public (xv) 
repr. L. bonum publicum, F. le bien publique. 
See WEAL1• t][ In the sense of 'state' in XVI 
more esp. Sc., and now archaic or rhetorical. 

commonwealth kn·manwelp, earlier, and 
still occas., b·manwe·lp tpublic welfare 
XV; the body politic, state, community; in 
spec. fig. and trans£. uses, e.g. c. of Christen
dom, of learning, of nations XVI; republic, or 
democratic state; spec. (hist.) the republican 
government established under Oliver Crom
well xvn. See WEALTH. t][ Both common 
weal and common wealth were at first used 
indiscriminately in the senses 'public wel
fare' and 'body politic', but in XVI common
wealth became the ordinary Eng. term for 
the latter sense, whence the later sense 
'republic' was developed. 

feldspar fe·ldspar, felspar fe·lspal any of 
a group of crystalline white or flesh-red 
minerals. XVIII. alt. of G. feldspat(h), f. feld 
tield+spat(h) spar. Cf. SPAR3• Hence feld
spa·thic adj. t][ The common sp.fels is due 
to false deriv. f. G. fels rock. The current 

G. form isfeldspat. 
fen fen low marshy land. OE. fen(n) = 

OFris.fen(n)e, OS.fen(n)i (Du. veen), OHG. 
fenna, fenni (G. fenn), ON. fen, Goth. fani 
:-CGmc. *fanjam, -jaz, -jo :- IE. 111pano-, 
rei. to Skr. paiika mud, OPruss. pannean 
bog, fen, marsh. 

fetid, fretid fe·tid, fi·- stinking XVI. - L. 
jetidus, foet-, f. fetere, foet- stink. Hence 
fe·tidNESS XVIII. 

wage weid;>; ta pledge or security; ta 
challenge or engagement to fight ; payment 
for service rendered; fig., reward, recom
pense XIV ; tpayment for use or possession 
of property xv. ME. wage - AF., ONF. 
wage (AL. vagium, wagium) = OF. guage, 
(also mod.) gage - Gmc. *waiJjam; see 
GAGE1, and for the Gmc. collateral forms, 
WED. So wage vb. A. tdeposit or give as 
a pledge or security, esp. for the fulfilment 
of (something promised) XIV; tagree to 
forfeit in some contingency xv; t( exc. 
hist.) pledge oneself to judicial combat 
XVI ; B. tengage or employ for wages, hire ; 
tpay wages to XIV; C. carry on (war, a con
test) xv. ME. wage(n)- AF., ONF. wagier, 
waigier = OF. guagier (mod. gager), f. gage 
(see the sb.). 


